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Mr Speaker (The Hon. John Henry charges. My questions were relevant then; even

Murray) took the chair at 10.00 a.m. more so now. Since coming to office, the Carr
Government has spearheaded an unprecedented level
Mr Speaker offered the Prayer. of reform in the area of environmental policy. One
hugely significant initiative among the many has
TRAFFIC AMENDMENT (PENALTIES AND been the introduction of a scheme for load-based
DISQUALIFICATIONS) BILL licensing.
Bill read a third time. When this Parliament enacted legislation to

establish the load-based licensing scheme it created
an important financial incentive for industry to care
for the environment. Also, the inequities in the
existing system of licensing were removed by these
reforms. The Government believes that the
commencement of the load-based licensing scheme
later this year will raise legitimate questions about
the present system of trade waste charges imposed
by Sydney Water on its customers. This bill is
needed to ensure that the environmental trusts
scheme can continue to function properly regardless

This bill deals with the operations of the of the outcome of any future review of Sydney

environmental trusts. Specifically, it seeks to securd/ater Corporation’s trade waste charges. | stress the
the future of the trusts' programs by replacind"’ord fL_Jture _her_e. _The Government_s intention in
Sydney Water's trade waste charges with a standifgiroducing this bill is to say two things: that the
appropriation from the Consolidated Fund as th@nwronmen?al trust scheme is important and its
principal source of revenue for the scheme. The biffuturé funding should be secured, and that the
also sets out a range of other changes to tHéresent_source of revenue for the scheme may
operations of the trusts, foremost among which ighange in the future as a result of recent reforms.
the amalgamation of the three existing trusts—the
Environmental Restoration and Rehabilitation Trust, ~ What is being proposed does not pre-empt the
the Environmental Research Trust and th@&utcome of any review. It simply ensures that the
Environmental Education Trust—into a single trustrusts will continue irrespective of when, in the near
able to perform all of the functions of the existingfuture, a review of trade waste charges occurs, or
bodies. These changes will establish a frameworwhat its outcome is. The bill provides for the
within which the new trust can determine allocationgeplacement of trade waste charges at any time up to
of funds according to the environmental priorities ofand including the 2000-2001 financial year. Another
the day and not, as is currently the case, accordirgf the Carr Government's initiatives with relevance
to how much money is available in each individuafto the trusts scheme is the Contaminated Land
trust. Management Act. That Act clearly applies the
polluter-pays principle to the issue of the
This is an important package of reforms. Itremediation of contaminated land. When the
concerns the long-term viability of the programs thaenvironmental trusts were established no such
have been run under the environmental trustmechanism was available and, hence, a
scheme since it commenced eight years ago. Whetisproportionately large amount of the trusts'
the three trusts were set up in 1990 the Governmeng¢venue was committed to achieving environmental
of the day had support from the Opposition for therestoration and rehabilitation.
initiative. Notwithstanding that broad support, |
raised a number of important issues from the other The capacity to fund environmental research
side of this Chamber. Not least among those was thgnd environmental education adequately was greatly
philosophy of funding the trusts from trade wastediminished because of this feature of the original

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST BILL
Bill introduced and read a first time.
Second Reading

Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the
Environment) [10.02 a.m.]: | move:

That this bill be now read a second time.
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scheme. The Government believes that as effort into the preparation of applications. The
consequence of its contaminated land reforms thenvironmental trust must ensure that it does not
time has come to allow greater flexibility in the encourage wasted effort on applications that have
operation of the trusts. This bill is needed to ensuréittle chance of succeeding because they relate to
that this flexibility is built into the scheme and thatareas of low priority for the allocation of funds.
scarce resources can be applied to whatever activitgnproving the transparency of the trust's decisions
will achieve the best environmental outcome. Inwill further enhance the good reputation of the
essence, the Government believes that thecheme in the New South Wales community.
environmental trusts scheme needs to be preserved,
but in a form that recognises the changes in One extremely important program run by the
environment protection since they were established.Environmental Restoration and Rehabilitation Trust
has been the emergency pollution clean-up program.
Rather than three separate trusts, one i§he provisions for this in existing legislation confine
proposed. A single trust will be able to perform allthe use of trust funds to situations in which
the functions of the three existing trusts, but willimmediate action needs to be taken in relation to
provide a forum for informed discussion aboutserious pollution. The Government believes that this
which activities—rehabilitation, research orimportant program must continue, but be broadened.
education—should be accorded the highest prioritocal government has, over a long time, made
in a given year. A single trust will also be representations about trust funds being available for
administratively more efficient than the presentuse in some circumstances relating to the clean-up
system. Each year this single trust will receive fromof orphan wastes. The Government accepts that
the Consolidated Fund an amount of $13.5 milliorthere are some occasions when clean-up of these
indexed. This represents the same level of fundingastes should not impose an additional burden on
as presently provided to the trusts through Sydnegouncils. The bill allows for the trust to expend
Water's trade waste charges. Minimum allocationfunds on this activity. This will be done in
for each of the areas of environmental rehabilitationaccordance with guidelines that the trust will
research and education are established by the bill-develop.
$1 million, $0.5 million and $0.5 million
respectively. This will ensure continuity in each of The Forestry Restructuring and Nature
the trust's program areas. Conservation Act limits the activities of the
environmental trusts until the end of the 1999-2000
The proposed membership of the new trusfinancial year. This Act will continue to apply to the
deals with the issues | raised in debate on thenodified trust scheme proposed in this bill. Overall,
original trust bills eight years ago. | expressedhe Forestry Restructuring and Nature Conservation
concern that these bodies were, perhaps, a little tofct provides for the expenditure of approximately
heavy with Ministers. Under the proposals in this$130 million on three programs: forest industry
bill, the Minister for the Environment will chair the restructuring, nature conservation and other high-
trust, with four other members drawn respectivelypriority environmental projects prescribed in the Act.
from Treasury, the Environment ProtectionThese programs are proceeding. However, getting
Authority, the environmental community and localthe right balance between conservation interests and
government. The inclusion of local governmentproductive interests in the forests is complex. The
demonstrates yet again the Carr Governmentissues involved are subject to intense scientific
commitment to partnership with local government irreview and consultation with affected stakeholders.
environment protection. The new trust will continueThis needs to happen; but it takes time.
to have each application to it assessed by technical
committees. This will ensure that appropriate Distribution of funding for forest industry
expertise is brought to the review of all applicationgestructuring is, of course, linked to this process. For
and that trust decisions continue to be based athis reason the Government believes that the period
merit. for which trust moneys may be used to reimburse
the Consolidated Fund for forest industry
To further improve the transparency of therestructuring should be extended. The bill moves the
trust's grant decisions, the bill requires that the trustunset for this from 30 June 2000 to 30 June 2001.
determine a grants program for each financial yeafrhe Government also wishes to amend schedule 1 of
and that this program set out the priorities forthis Act to allow for the inclusion of three additional
funding, amounts available in each program area angtograms relating to nature conservation and
the limits on individual grants. This is an importantforestry. These projects are detailed in the bill, and
improvement. Many community groups seekingdemonstrate the Government's continued
funds from this type of scheme put a great deal ofommitment to improve the management of the



ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST BILL 4 June 1998 ASSEMBLY 55799

State's forested areas, as well as acquiring additional | am confident that this new legislation can
national parks and effectively resourcing theironly add to the potential attractiveness of
management. exploration of the sea offshore of New South Wales

and, hopefully, if mineral resources are found in

In summary, these proposals ensure the longnineable quantities, the ultimate development of
term viability of the programs that have been run byesponsible offshore mining operations. However, |
the environmental trusts. The bill achieves thishasten to add that any titles for exploration and
through securing a revenue base that is independemining would not be granted until a thorough

of any future changes to Sydney Water's trade wastmnsideration has been made of such proposals
charges. The move to a single trust will ensure ainder the environmental laws. That is the position
more efficient and more responsive structure for thisow and it will not be affected in any way by the
important program. A single trust will have a veryimproved legislative regime presented by this bill. |
real capacity to be responsive to the environmentam pleased to support this bill, which will improve
needs of the day. | commend the bill to the House. and streamline the mining legislation of New South
Wales. | commend the Minister for the way he has

Debate adjourned on motion by Mrs approached his portfolio, for the Mines Inspection

Chikarovski. Amendment Bill and for this bill in particular.
OFFSHORE MINERALS BILL Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [10.14
a.m.]: The Offshore Minerals Bill is uniform
Second Reading legislation that covers mineral, but not petroleum,
exploration and mining in coastal waters three
Debate resumed from 27 May. nautical miles or less beyond the low-water mark.

As uniform legislation it is part of the offshore

Mr ROGAN (East Hills) [10.11 a.m.]: | constitutional settlement of 1979, and mirrors the
support the Offshore Minerals Bill. Australia in Commonwealth Offshore Minerals Act 1994. The
general and New South Wales in particular arectivities provided in the bill are presently covered
working hard to attract and retain exploration anddy convention by the New South Wales Mining Act.
mining activities in competition with the rest of the Unlike other States, however, the New South Wales
world. Therefore, it is of vital importance that we Marine Parks Act 1997 precludes exploration and
have streamlined legislative regimes that arenining in marine parks. This bill recognises that
conducive to modern exploration and mining.situation. Additionally, mining or exploration cannot
Companies are attracted to countries and States tHa carried out in aquatic reserves and where fishing
have modern laws and procedures. This bill willclosures have been ordered without the specific
ensure that there will be common legislation inconsent of the Minister. The Opposition concurs
regard to all offshore waters of New South Waleswith those provisions.
Exploration and mining out to the three nautical
mile line will be conducted under the provisions of The bill provides that the administrative
this bill, and beyond that line the legislation will arrangements before any licences can be granted for
mirror the provisions of the Commonwealthcoastal waters mining or exploration must be
Offshore Minerals Act 1994, considered by the Department of Mineral Resources,

the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the

Care has been taken to ensure that provisiorBepartment of Urban Affairs and Planning, New
in other legislation implemented to protect andSouth Wales Fisheries and the Department of Land
manage our coastal waters will not be affected band Water Conservation. The integration of many
this bill. It simply ensures that our State, in unisongovernment departments, whilst certainly creating
with the other States and the Northern Territory, willsignificant red tape, may assist in ensuring that the
have legislation that specifically applies tobill is not used indiscriminately by the Government
exploration and mining in coastal waters. Theby allowing mining within coastal waters to
Mining Act 1992—which administers exploration accelerate royalties to prop up its fanciful budget.
and mining principally on land, but by convention
has extended into the offshore environment—uwiill The Opposition wants to make it quite clear
now terminate at the coastal baseline. Beyond thadlhat although it does not oppose this bill, principally
line seaward the new legislation will apply out toon the basis that it is uniform legislation and has
the three nautical mile line. Savings provisions inbeen agreed to by all State and Territory
the bill will preserve the rights of the holders of thegovernments and the Federal Government, it
five current exploration licences that exist offshoreaequires an absolute ironclad guarantee from the
of New South Wales. Government that indiscriminate mining will not
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occur in State waters. The Government can start b@ddition to the Marine Parks Act, the Environmental
confirming the 25-year ban on sandmining, whichPlanning and Assessment Act, the Coastal Protection
was imposed by the former Minister for theAct and the Mines Inspection Act will still apply in
Environment, Chris Hartcher. The decision tothe consideration of applications. As such, the
impose that ban was made following a governmentoastal Protection Act will require the approval of
test that showed mining may contaminate marine lifthe Minister for Land and Water Conservation if
with organochlorine pesticides and could lead talevelopment is to be carried out in a coastal zone,
erosion of the beaches. That extremely responsiblgs well as intervention by the Minister for Fisheries,
action by the then Minister and the Faheythe Minister for the Environment and the Minister
Government was designed to ensure that oubr Urban Affairs and Planning.
beautiful beaches are protected. If the Government
were prepared to give that acknowledgment it might Clause 442 of the bill provides that the
receive a letter such as the one received by th§overnor may make regulations which, inter alia,
former Minister for the Environment, Mr Hartcher, w provide for the conservation and protection of
in 1994, which stated: the mineral resources of coastal waters, the
It is not often that | have cause to congratulate the NSV\[emeqyl,ng of damage caused to the Se?‘bEd or
Government on decisions taken which have been strongl§Ubs'OII in coastal waters by offshore eXplorat'on and
supported by the Labor Council of NSW. mining activities, the remedying of damage caused
by the escape of substances as a result of offshore
However, | hope you will accept my appreciation to you andgyp|oration and mining activities, and the protection
:he Qovernment for the ‘deCISIOI'] to reject Metromix's proposalOlc the environment. The Governor has the discretion
o mine sand off Sydney's beaches. . . .
to make regulations for the previously mentioned
As you are no doubt aware, the Labor Council of NSwitems. However, the Opposition believes that clear,
proposed an “"aqua ban” on this mining development, takingoncise and exacting regulations should be in place

the view that it was simply impossible to guarantee that such g5 define all those activities that are necessary to
huge extraction of sand from the ocean floor would not arr out the rotection of the environment
severely impact upon Sydney's greatest tourist attraction—itg y P !

beaches. conservation and remedying of damage | previously
mentioned. We must ensure our ocean environment
I appreciate the Government's decision has been the cause igf disrupted to the barest minimum. A further matter
some difficulty with your colleagues .but you can be well of concern is royalty payments. The bill does not
assured that you have the overwhelming support of the local ibe th t of It t ti t
community, the Unions and the people of NSW. prescribe ?,paymen Or royalties as set ou ,In Par
14 of the Mining Act. It appears that under this bill
Might | add that we would certainly welcome an opportunity the royalty rate will not be prescribed or described

to develop further with the Government and the industry,in the regulations. Indeed clause 430 of the bill
alternative sand supplies for Sydney's needs; as we recognig?ates.

the importance of this supply to the NSW building industry.

. . ... the Minister may, by instrument in writing, determine the
The letter is signed by no other than Peter Sams, rate of royalty payable for a mineral of a kind specified in the

then Assistant Secretary of the Labor Council of instrument.
New South Wales. There will be many checks and
balances under this bill. However, | assure therhat could be something as simple as a letter. The
House that if I, as Minister, were to assume thaill does not provide for the Parliament to scrutinise
general oversight of this matter and, in relation tqhe Minister's demand for a royalty payment, as
the designated authority, the day-to-daywould be the case if the determination of a royalty
administration of the Commonwealth's Mineral Actpayment were as per the Mining Act—that is, the
of 1994, | would not agree to mining in subject of a regulation. This is a dangerous
environmentally-sensitive areas or of theprecedent. The Opposition will move an amendment
environmental biodiversity if it affected part of anthat requires the royalty rate to be set out in
ocean or created visual pollution. The last thing Weegulations to ensure transparency and scrutiny by
want to see on our beautiful coasts are derrickshe Parliament. We do not want this cash-strapped
barges, drills and the like. Government and inept Treasurer setting the royalty
rate to suit themselves and without the scrutiny of
The bill exempts mining in marine parks the Parliament. The bill provides for joint authority
where fishing closures have occurred and in aquatig relation to major decisions to titles such as grants
reserve areas. The former is covered by the Maringnd refusals.
Parks Act 1997, which the Opposition supported.
The Opposition supports those exemptions and In the event of a disagreement, the views of
reiterates its commitment that the environment ithe Commonwealth Minister will prevail. | am not
paramount in the debate on this bill. In any event, inyttracted to that part of the legislation. There should
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be State autonomy over our three-mile limit. Asexpertise has been put into the bill. The overview of
such | believe this matter has to go back to thehe bill states:

Commonwealth heads of government for review. If

the power is invoked by the Commonwealth The object of this Bill is to enact legislation dealing with the
Minister between now and when the coalition wins €xploration for and mining of minerals in the coastal waters of
the 1999 election | would expect the Minister to m;esr;?;eAgeig% Jgf’t'ﬁf‘tg’;mt;fnie:mo'rf" with tsfshore
stand up to his Federal counterpart and defend the

right of the _State to make de.c.|S|ons i relation tOIt is appropriate that there be uniformity between the
State sovereignty. The Opposition does not 0pp0S§tates and the Commonwealth on this matter. The

this bill. However, | hope the Government W'I.I topic has bedevilled Commonwealth and State

acknowledge the matters that | and other Opposition . S

members raise governments for some time. The legislation is a step
' forward. However, the public of New South Wales

Mr KERR (Cronulla) [10.22 am]: | wil is (_:oncerned about_ the Governm_ent me_etmg its
environmental commitments, which it took in good

speak briefly to the Offshore Minerals Bill because

of its importance and history. However, | shall no,[fa|th. This topic will remain unfinished business

repeat what was said by the shadow ministelunt" the Government meets those commitments.
Honourable members will recall that when the Labor o

Party was in opposition there were proposals for M MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for
sandmining off the coast of Sydney. There was Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries)
public campaign to prevent that happening and thg0-26 a.m.], iin reply: 1 thank the honourable
former Minister for the Environment, Chris member for East Hills, the honourable member for
Hartcher, imposed a 25-year ban on sandmining offronulla and the honourable member for Myall
Sydney's coast. During the election campaign thkakes for their contributions to the second reading
Labor Party promised that it would introducedebate. The New South Wales Government must

legislation to ban offshore sandmining. However!om other States, the Northern Territory_ and the
this is the only legislation it has introduced that isCOmmonwealth to ensure that Australia has a
relevant to that undertaking—and it does nofncdermn legislative regime to cover mineral
prohibit the mining of sand off the coast. In relation€XPloration and  mining in waters offshore.
to my electorate, the Minister for Mineral ResourcesHonourable members are aware of the importance of
and Minister for Fisheries has gone public—I raisediaving good legislation in New South Wales, an
this matter in the House a couple of days ago—ifX@mple of which is the Mining Act, which was
relation to sandmining in Port Hacking. It wasmedemised by this Government in 1996-97. The
proposed that commercial sandmining be looked afeSult in no small part has been the expenditure of
As | have said, | do not think that would be suitable™ore than $100 million in exploration by private

because of the landing sites and what would happéi'teTPrise in New South Wales during the past year.

when that sand was trucked.
In addition to the measures contained in the

Mr Martin: Do nothing! bill, there will be maintenance of a strong
administrative liaison between the Department of
Mr KERR: Doing nothing, as the Minister Mineral Resources and all other government
suggests, is not an option because the channels adthorities that have an interest in coastal matters. In
public transport need to be maintained. If thg®Spect of sandmining no new legislation will be
Minister looks at the amount of data that has beefeduired. The entire waters off New South Wales to
collected in relation to Port Hacking he will see thatthe three nautical mile limit are currently covered by
there is plenty of material on which to make ar€Serves under the Mining Act whiqh_ prevent the
decision. | think the Minister raised the prospect oranting of assessment leases, mining leases or
taking the sand out to sea by barges. How muchtineral claims of any kind. These reserves are
funding would be available for that purpose? jicarried over by the Offshore Minerals Bill. The
would be a considerable operation. The Oppositioffovernment does not intend to degrade the
is waiting for the Carr Government to honour its€nvironment. Everything has to have the strongest
promise of legislation to prohibit sandmining. The@nd most thorough scrutiny by not only my
Opposition is also waiting for the Government to@dministration but others. There is no prospect of
make clear whether it will maintain the sandminingMining offshore at this point.
ban imposed by the previous coalition Government.
This bill is before the House because of an Motion agreed to.
agreement between the Commonwealth and State
governments. A considerable amount of work and Bill read a second time.
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In Committee

Clauses 430 and 431

No.

4 June 1998

OFFSHORE MINERALS BILL

in the other place is an abuse of power and an abuse
of the political process. | point out that money bills
do not originate in upper Houses. The Government
will not tolerate that sort of interference in the

Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [10.29 public administration of New South Wales and
a.m.], by leave: | move Opposition amendments Noggjects the amendments.
1to 5 in globo:

1

Question—That the amendments be agreed

Page 197, clause 430, lines 17-19. Omit all words or]fo_pm'
those lines. Insert instead:

The Committee divided.

(1) Subject to this section, the regulations may
prescribe the rate of royalty payable in relation
to a specified kind of mineral.

No.2 Page 197, clause 430, line 20. Omit "determined".
Insert instead "prescribed".

No. 3 Page 197, clause 430, line 23. Omit "determined".
Insert instead "prescribed".

No. 4 Page 197, clause 430, lines 26-28. Omit all words on
those lines.

No.5 Page 198, clause 431, lines 2-11. Omit all words on
those lines. Insert instead:

The regulations may prescribe a lower rate than
that prescribed in accordance with section 430 for
a particular kind of mineral, or for all minerals
recovered under a particular licence, that is to
apply in cases where the Minister is satisfied that
recovery of the kind of mineral to which the rate
applies would be uneconomic at the rates
prescribed in accordance with section 430.

The amendments provide that the royalty rate
prescribed in clause 430 and referred to in clause
431 is to be designated by regulation rather than by
the Minister in an instrument in writing, which could
be something as simple as a letter. Such an
instrument obviously would not be open to the
scrutiny of the Parliament as a regulation would be.
The change in wording would help to make the
Government's dealings with the industry more
transparent. With the greatest respect to the Minister
for Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries,
the present wording could be open to rorting by a
cash-strapped government. It could impose a royalty
rate in writing by letter, with a 45¢ stamp on it if
necessary, and the industry would have no
comeback. A regulation imposing a royalty rate
could be scrutinised by Parliament to determine
whether the rate is justified or onerous. The
amendments would strengthen the legislation and
make the government of the day accountable in
relation to royalty rates it imposes.

Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for
Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries)
[10.31 a.m.]: The Government does not support the
amendments. This is a fundamental component of
public administration. The typical nonsense for
minor political point-scoring purposes that goes on

Ayes, 43
Mr Beck Mr D. L. Page
Mr Blackmore Mr Peacocke
Mr Brogden Mr Phillips
Mr Chappell Mr Photios
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Richardson
Mr Cochran Mr Rixon

Mr Cruickshank Mr Rozzoli

Mr Ellis Mr Schipp

Ms Ficarra Mr Schultz

Mr Glachan Ms Seaton

Mr Hartcher Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hazzard Mr Small

Mr Jeffery Mr Smith

Dr Kernohan Mr Souris

Mr Kinross Mrs Stone

Mr MacCarthy Mr Tink

Dr Macdonald

Mr J. H. Turner

Mr Merton Mr R. W. Turner

Ms Moore Mr Windsor

Mr Oakeshott Tellers

Mr O'Doherty Mr Fraser

Mr O'Farrell Mr Kerr
Noes, 46

Ms Allan Mr Martin

Mr Amery Ms Meagher

Mr Anderson Mr Mills

Ms Andrews Mr Moss

Mr Aquilina Mr Murray

Mrs Beamer Mr Neilly

Mr Clough Ms Nori

Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page

Mr Debus Mr Price

Mr Face Dr Refshauge

Mr Gibson Mr Rogan

Mrs Grusovin Mr Rumble

Ms Hall Mr Scully

Mr Harrison Mr Shedden

Ms Harrison Mr Stewart

Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan

Mr lemma Mr Watkins

Mr Knowles Mr Whelan

Mr Langton Mr Woods

Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon

Mr Lynch

Mr McBride Tellers

Mr McManus Mr Beckroge

Mr Markham Mr Thompson
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Pairs Opposition will not object, with the exception of the
proposed amendment to new section 46.
Mr Armstrong Mr Carr
Mr Collins Mr Knight The amendments include changes to the
Mr Debnam Mr Nagle appointment of a general manager of a mine and
Mrs Skinner Mr Tripodi state that an owner of a mine must ensure that is a
competent person is appointed as a general manager
Question so resolved in the negative. of the mine at all times, rather than have the
situation which, under the existing bill, would have
Amendments negatived. seen the necessity for the owner to have a general
manager whose nomination as the general manager
Clauses agreed to. had been approved by the chief inspector. There was

also a need for the chief inspector to approve the

Bill reported from Committee without position of a temporary manager and a temporary
amendment and passed through remaining stages. production manager to act in periods of more than
two months. An amendment will be submitted to

MINES INSPECTION AMENDMENT BILL remove the requirement for the approval of an acting
) general manager and will also incorporate matters
Second Reading pertaining to a temporary production manager.

Debate resumed from 26 May. If the section requiring the mine manager to be

approved by the chief mines inspector had been
Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [10.43 retained, the chief inspector may have been liable

aml]: This bill is _to provide additional safety [or anything that occurred at the mine. One of the
arrangements for mines other than coal and shale

. i . ; significant parts of the bill is the risk management
mines, which are provided for under a different ACt'strategies commencing in new section 46. In his

Mining Qperatlons n reIa_t|on to Fh's bill "’?'SO COVET <ocond reading speech the Minister said that this
processing plants associated with quarries such as . S . .
) : as to bring the bill into line with the ILO
ready-mixed concrete batching plants and asphal . :
) . convention. | have been told by the industry that the
plants. It does not include opal mines. The three .~ . X
) . ) . .~ provisions of the bill are much wider than the ILO
main objects of the bill are to update the Act in line . I .
. - . . convention. It may well be that the bill is so wide
with modern mining practices, to_ incorporate thethat it would be unworkable and impractical and, in
International Labour Organisation Convention No, P ’

176 concerning safety and health in mines that WerféaCt’ might hinder rather than help safety. As the

not already in the regulation, to regulate thesect|on stood it would have required a once-off

appointment of mine managers and shotfirers anl(gigntlflc_?;lop_and asslt_asstr_nen:hfotr .r'Sk rt10 matterdhtc))W
require production managers who hold a certificatd"!nor- “hat IS an ouligation that IS not Imposed by

of competency to undertake training to maintairfo‘rt'de 6 of the convention, nor was the method of

standards and competency required to discharge thé(ﬂent!fylng an assessment of the risk set out. A.S :
duties. mentioned, it would have created great uncertainty

and may have hindered safe operation where the
Let it be said yet again that the OppositionseCtion applied, because of that uncertainty and

gives bipartisan support in relation to mine safetyPrescriptive nature.

and therefore will not oppose the bill. The original o .
legislation was formulated in 1901 and part of the | have seen a briefing paper from solicitors
amending bill is to take out some archaic wording“'_'e“ Allen and Hemsley. Certain observgnons that |
and practices that are no longer applicable te_;wll _make will be referrable to that brief. In the
mining. A number of matters were of initial concerninterim | refer to the amendments proposed by the
to both the Opposition and the industry. Thesd&>overnment, which will still make new section 46
related to the necessity of the mines inspectolproader than the ILO convention. | read onto the
approving the managers of mines, the appointmefigcord the concerns of the New South Wales
of temporary general managers and temporarylinerals Council Limited and indicate that the
production managers, and matters pertaining to risPposition may seek an amendment in the upper
management strategies, particularly in respect dfiouse, as time will preclude that from happening in
ILO convention. Following discussions with industry this House, to new section 46 to bring it into line
and the Minister's office | understand that there wilwith the concerns of the council. The letter from
be significant amendments to the bill to which, ifLaurie Steller, the occupational health and safety
they are in accordance with the briefing notemanager of the Minerals Council, undated, was
provided to me by the Minister's office, thereceived by me on 3 June. It states:
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As discussed, the comments | have passed on to Grahagf examiners of shotfirers. | am told by the industry
Terrey at the DMR on the proposed revision. that there is almost a uniformity in the competency
We still have significant problem with the proposed wordingOlc and training f0|.’ Shomrers throthOUt eve_ry State.
of Division 3 Clause 46 Risk Management Strategies. Thergfqre, con3|dera_t|on Sh9U|d be given to

alleviating the necessity of going through a further
The clause (as currently amended) requires that anyexamination by the board of examiners. All
foreseeable risk is identified, assessed and either eliminated Yeasonable steps should be taken to ensure the safety
minimised to the fullest possible extent. . . . . .

of miners, and that applies in particular to shotfirers
This clearly means that anforeseeable risk, no matter how WhO have not received a certn‘l.cate of competency
likely or how seriousis to be subject to this process. This is from another State of Australia. The Opposition
unrealistic and impossible to achieve. does not oppose the bill.

We submit that the clause still goes well beyond the intent of
the ILO Convention—our original concern—and is

Mr ROGAN (East Hills) [10.51 a.m.]: | have

unacceptable to the Council. pleasure in supporting the Mines Inspection
Amendment Bill introduced by the Minister for
One possible option may be to modify 46(a) to: Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries. The

bill makes amendments to streamline the application
of metalliferous mine safety legislation. The
Minister has detailed a range of amendments, and |
If necessary, $ignificant safety or health risk" may be will not spend time repeating them. Suffice it to say
defined as”a highly likely event with the potential for that | am particularly pleased that emphasis is placed
serious harm to a person at the mine.Alternatively this o ¢|arifying areas of responsibility in relation to
definition could be left to guidelines etc. . . :
mine safety. In this regard the importance of a
| understand that the Minister will be putting some boundarieé_'mnels general manag?r cannot bef underStateq' as he
around the issue in the address in reply. is the person responsible for making a commitment
to safety.
It has been said that without the amendment the
general manager of the mine would have significant The bill places a statutory responsibility on
liability because the general manager, as soon as general managers for the safety and health of
reasonably practical, must identify and assess argmployees and it is imperative that general managers
risk associated with the safety and health of persongshderstand and appreciate their legal obligations.
whilst employed at the mine. This could mean fromThe general managers of larger mines, those that
something as simple as a crack in the concrete agmploy more than 20 people, must also have on site
which somebody might trip to a major defect in thea production manager who holds a certificate of
mining operations. Any oversight by the generacompetency. For the past 30 years these certified
manager, no matter how minor, would render hinpeople have, in reality, been production managers
liable under that section for 20 penalty units. Therevho have held statutory responsibilities in relation to
may well be risks of which the general manager wathe mines of the State. They currently have to
unaware or simply could not assess and these malevelop specific site safety policies and put in place

"any reasonably foreseeable significargafety or health risk
arising . . . "

render him liable under that section. strategies to ensure that health and safety issues
have been identified and implemented. This
As | understand it, Article 6 of the responsibility will now fall on the general manager.

International Labour Organisation Convention
provides that where preventative and protective The bill places the responsibility for safety
measures are being taken, they should includ@here it correctly belongs, namely, on the most
assessment of risk in a certain order, having regarsenior person at the mine site. For smaller mines,
to what is reasonable, practical and feasible in theith fewer than 20 employees, the general manager
good practice and exercise of due diligence. As thand the production manager can be one and the
legislation now stands, the manager must report arsame person. However, this does not mean that their
dangerous incident. Again, that is considered to banderstanding of their statutory responsibilities and
too wide and will be streamlined to strengthen thdevel of competency will not be assessed. In such a
Act. situation these people will be examined by an
inspector of the Department of Mineral Resources to
None of the amendments address shotfirersnsure that they have a clear understanding of their
and perhaps the Minister in reply could deal withresponsibilities concerning the health and safety of
that matter. The bill provides that a shotfirer whopersons employed at the mine. If they are considered
does not have a certificate of competency granted icompetent, they will be issued with a permit to
New South Wales has to be approved by the boanthanage.
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Owner operators of opal mines are exemptedhatters and the streamlining of non-coalmine safety
from these requirements, as they were under thegislation be addressed. This bill does that. Safety
Mines Inspection Act 1901. However, it will now be in our State's mines is of paramount importance to
compulsory for people engaged in opal mining tahis Government and to me as Minister for Mineral
undergo a training course on safety issues. FdResources. Foremost for the Government has been
Australia to ratify the ILO convention concerningthe implementation of mine safety review findings
health and safety in mines, it is necessary for thisnd the independent report on mine safety
State to ensure that its legislation meets the standacdmmissioned by me in 1996.
expressed in the Convention. This bill embraces the
language and intent of the Convention. The changes  The report presented 44 recommendations that
brought about by the bill are part of thisaddressed areas requiring change, including safety
Government's package of improvements to ensuiacentives, work force involvement, training,
increased mine safety. contractors, risk management, the inspectorate,

legislation and regulation. As part of the extensive

A number of these changes have already beemork undertaken by the various task groups to
introduced by the Minister, including the implement the recommendations, | announced in
establishment of an industry safety committee td\pril the most extensive reforms in mine safety in
oversee the continued implementation of safetfNlew South Wales for more than 50 years. As a
reforms, ensuring that all mines have mine safetyesult of discussions with the Minerals Council of
plans. As well, changes are to be implementetlew South Wales, industry associations and the
within the Department of Mineral Resources by wayunions, a legal framework has now been established
of restructure of the mine safety and environmenso that responsibilities for health and safety issues at
division so that there is a primary focus on safetymetalliferous mines can be fully addressed.

These reforms will ensure the implementation of a

series of improved safety performance measures, the This is the critical part. One of the most

identification and development of documentation inmportant requirements placed on the industry deals

relation to hazard and risk management, and theith risk management. Whilst legally the

production of targeted safety handbooks andovernment must impose a requirement for any

guidelines. reasonably foreseeable risk, | stress that it is most
concerned with those significant risks that have the

Further reforms will include a greater potential for serious harm to people. The
emphasis on training and the establishment of a@overnment will need some guidance from industry
investigations unit within the Department of Mineralon this aspect and that is consistent with it raising
Resources so that techniques, procedures asthndards realistically. All mineral mines employing
impacts of investigations into serious occurrencemore than four persons now have an occupational
can be correlated and reviewed to prevent seriodsealth and safety policy in place, with requirements
incidents from recurring. Another reform is thefor mine safety management plans to be introduced
development of an enforcement policy andn the regulations for the metalliferous sector.
procedure in relation to prosecutions. These
mechanisms will ensure that there are increased Currently 96 per cent of mines employing
levels of understanding and commitment to safenore than 40 persons have commenced or
mining. | believe that the substance of the bill,established management plans. As an interim step,
particularly the clear delineation of responsibilitieswork is now under way to develop guidelines for the
for health and safety in the management hierarchy aghanagement plan, especially for mines employing
metalliferous mines, is both timely and desirablesmaller numbers. In relation to the ILO convention,
Accordingly, | support the Minister in his this State has ensured that its legislation has met
endeavours and commend him for his achievemenisternational standards on health and safety of
to date concerning the important safety issueworkers employed in mines. The Government will
confronting the mining industry in this State. lead Australia in ensuring the safety of workers. |

commend the legislation to the House. Honourable

Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for members can rest assured that the Government will
Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisherieswork closely with the industry to achieve the desired
[10.55 a.m.], in reply: | thank the honourableresult.
member for Myall Lakes and the honourable
member for East Hills for their contributions to the Motion agreed to.
debate. It is important that issues concerning the
responsibilities of site managers, ILO convention Bill read a second time.
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Schedule 1

Mr MARTIN
Mineral
[10.59 a.ml],

(Port Stephens—Minister for
and Minister for Fisheries)
leave: | move Government

Resources,
by

amendments Nos 1 to 14 in globo:

No. 1

No. 2

No. 3

No. 4

No. 5

No. 6

No. 7

No. 8

No. 9

Page 3, schedule 1[2], line 25. Omit "serious injury
to a person". Insert instead "loss of life to a number
of persons".

Page 4, schedule 1[2], lines 4-6. Omit all words on
those lines. Insert instead:

general manager of a mine means the person
nominated under section 5 as general manager of the
mine.

Page 8, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5, lines 9-
12. Omit all words on those lines. Insert instead:

The owner of a mine must ensure that at all
times there is a person holding the position of
general manager of the mine, being a person
who has been nominated by the owner as
general manager of the mine and who is
competent to hold that position.

M)

Page 8, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5, lines 15-
17. Omit all words on those lines. Insert instead:

(2) Nothing in this section prevents the owner of a
mine from nominating himself or herself as
general manager of the mine if the owner is
competent to be general manager of the mine.

Page 8, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5, lines 18-
23. Omit all words on those lines. Insert instead:

(3) As soon as possible after the nomination of a
person as general manager of a mine, the
owner of the mine must notify the Chief
Inspector in writing of the following details:

(a) the person's name and address,

(b) the date of the nomination.

Maximum penalty: 5 penalty units.
Page 9, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5A, line 5.
Insert "there is a vacancy in the position of general

manager of the mine or" after "if".

Page 9, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5A, lines 8-
11. Omit all words on those lines.

Page 9, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5A, lines
12 and 13. Omit "and approved".

Page 10, schedule 1[12], proposed section 5B. Insert
after line 23:

MINES INSPECTION AMENDMENT BILL
(7) The general manager of a mine does not
commit an offence under subsection (1) by
allowing a person who is not qualified to be a
production manager of the mine to supervise
the production operations at the mine if:

(a) the period of supervision is not more than
2 months (whether consecutive or non-
consecutive) in any one year, and

(b) a person who is so qualified is unavailable
to supervise the production operations at
the mine, and

(c) the person supervising those operations is
competent to do so, and

(d) there is no notice in force under subsection
(5) in respect of the mine.

(8) If the general manager of a mine allows a
person who is not qualified to be a production
manager of a mine to supervise production
operations at the mine as referred to in
subsection (7), the general manager of the mine
must notify the Chief Inspector in writing of
the person's name and the date that the person
commenced to supervise production operations
at the mine.

Maximum penalty (subsection (8)): 5 penalty
units.

No. 10 Page 29, schedule 1[62], proposed section 46, lines

No.

No.

No.

No.

11

12

13

14

5-14. Omit all words on those lines. Insert instead:

The general manager of a mine must ensure that as
soon as is reasonably practicable:

(@) any reasonably foreseeable safety or health risk
arising from the carrying out of operations at

the mine is identified and assessed, and

(b) any such risk is eliminated, or if it is not
reasonably practicable to eliminate the risk, the
risk is minimised to the fullest extent that is
reasonably practicable by measures that include

the design of safe work systems.

Page 29, schedule 1[62], proposed section 47, lines
22-26. Omit all words on those lines. Insert instead
"to an inspector".

Page 30, schedule 1[62], proposed section 47B, line
34. Omit "and". Insert instead "or".

Page 31, schedule 1[62], proposed section 47B, lines
8 and 9. Omit "and check inspector are to report the
result of their inspection". Insert instead "or check
inspector is to report the result of the inspection”.

Page 38, schedule 1[87], line 28. Insert "and
notification of the relevant details is taken to have

been given under subsection (3) of that section as so
substituted" after "mine".
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The amendments have been circulated and wethessage when he handed down the Carr Labor
discussed. They finetune the bill, and | commendsovernment's fourth and final budget on Tuesday.
them to the Committee. What the Treasurer perhaps does not realise is that
in the book of the same name one of the central

Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [11.00 characters turns out to be a traitor, a double agent

a.m.]: | looked at these amendments only a sho}Nho gets most of his comrades killed. One by one

time ago. Durina mv contribution to the secondthey get shot, step on a mine, fall off a cliff or meet
90. 9 my some other nasty, untimely end. There is one such

reading debate | indicated that the industry and_',hagaitor in the ranks of the Labor Party, a double
some concerns about new section 46. The Ministefgent |eading his troops inexorably to their political
in his reply indicated that that provision would bedeath. This person graces this Chamber but once a
amended to include the word "reasonable”. | notgear to sell out his party and the people of New
that amendment 10 includes the word "reasonablgouth Wales. A master of doublespeak, this
foreseeable safety or health risk". Although lenigmatic figure boasts about "putting families first"
indicated privately to the Minister that the in public but sniggers about "taxing families first" in
Opposition may seek to amend this provision in th@rivate. Cloth cap in hand before the election;
upper House, | am reassured by the inclusion dpeSPoke suits after. Beer with the boys at the Labor

those words in the amendment. Therefore,

Opposition will not oppose the amendments.

Amendments agreed to.

Schedule as amended agreed to.

Bill  reported
stages.

APPROPRIATION BILL
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL

APPROPRIATION (SPECIAL OFFICES) BILL

APPROPRIATION (1997-98 BUDGET
VARIATIONS) BILL

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AMENDMENT
(TRANSMISSION OPERATOR'S LEVY) BILL

PREMIUM PROPERTY TAX BILL

PUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT
AMENDMENT BILL

STATE REVENUE LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 2 June.

Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the
Opposition) [11.02 a.m.]: According to Treasurer

from Committee with
amendments and passed through remaining

th&ouncil has become Bollinger in board rooms. The

true double agent.

A decade from now in some obscure PhD
thesis about the defeat of the Carr Government some
wannabe academic will focus on him as the Minister
who triggered a seismic split within Labor ranks not
seen since the 1950s. This person is responsible for
record tax growth in New South Wales. He has
wound back capital works to a point at which our
State schools and hospitals are, in his Premier's
words, "ramshackle". The Treasurer promises budget
surpluses every year and delivers massive deficits.
This person, this traitor, is the New South Wales
Treasurer Michael Egan. On Tuesday the Treasurer
delivered his budget and said that if New South
Wales was on the share market it would be the
hottest stock in town. People used to say the same
thing about Qintex. And just like Christopher Skase's
Mirage Resort, it is too good to be true. The
Treasurer proudly proclaimed that the eagle had
landed. This budget is no eagle. This is all turkey,
and the turkey will not fly.

The Carr Government's fourth and final budget
will go the way of all the rest—heavily into the red.
But it will deliver a great deal of pain along the
way. Yet again the budget digs deep into the pockets
of New South Wales taxpayers, with $800 million of
tax increases. Yet again it massively cuts capital
works spending by $500 million. Yet again the
budget relies on unexplained and unachievable asset
sales. Yet again spending increases in key portfolios
will go into the pay packets of public servants rather
than to the programs which so critically need the
increases. One cannot trust Egan's numbers. One
need only look at the record of the Carr Government
to see why one cannot trust the latest budget
produced by the Treasurer.

The fact is that the Treasurer has never been

Michael Egan, the eagle has landed. That was higght in his budget forecasts. It is not that he has
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missed by a few million dollars or even tens ofcapital expenditure and overinflated revenue
millions of dollars. The Treasurer consistently gets iprojections. The Government's projected asset sales
wrong by about $450 million, and always on theof $745 million in 1998-99 are more than double the
wrong side of the ledger. The Treasurer's firsfigure set out in last year's budget. Of course, these
budget was the closest he came to his actuasset sales include a number of one-off components,
forecast, and he was still out by $373 million. Hesuch as poker machine licence fees and the $100
promised a $238 million deficit and delivered amillion sale of Grosvenor Place.
$611 million deficit. That was the budget he said
would "set things right, right from the start". The Those sales should be classified as abnormal
following year he promised a $5 million surplus anditems and excluded from the true underlying result.
delivered a $452 million deficit. That was the budgetlt is an accounting trick! The Government failed to
about which the Treasurer said: realise $100 million of its anticipated asset sales last
year and there is no reason to assume that the same
For the first time in eight years, NSW will pay its wa..  will not happen this year. In fact, given the way the
without any tax increases. Government has inflated the asset sales figure, the

shortfall in this coming year will be more dramatic.

what tuetdlt?] no':)itell tthe ipne(?ple of N\EW IioutthaI;srhe Carr Government has made unsustainable cuts
as tnat the big fax increases would come Ihg, capital works that severely impact basic

following year. L_ast year he promi_s_ed a $2.7. rniIIiOnmaintenanc:e. Every inch a Labor budget, it cuts out
surplus and delivered a $416 million .d?f'c't' Tha.tmaintenance, and cuts out rebuilding of vital public
was the budget that taxed people for living in thelrvvorks and public services across New South Wales
own home, introduced a bed tax and slugged Ne\ﬁ is an all too familiar pattern '
South Wales clubs the length and breadth of the '
State. Michael Egan called it his Robin Hood
budget. 1 would have said, as | have said on

previous occasions, that it has been more a case of i COLLINS:  This is the chicken wire

men in tights. On Tuesday the Treasurer promised &qrcise all over again, as the honourable member
$45 miIIion_su_rpIus and he promised to p_ut_familiesfOr Wagga Wagga so correctly interjects. The last
first. He said it was AAA all the way, as if it were e | apor was in office, for 12 years, it left behind
the Carr Government which had just won back thaf,ogpitals held together literally by chicken wire.
rating, not the Kennett Government. Labor has learned nothing from history or from its
) ) mistakes. The Government has cut capital works

The AAA rating for New South Wales is an gynenditure significantly as a proportion of the gross

accolade, but that accolade was won and held by &ate product. The community cannot sustain such

coalition ~ Government  through the Keatinge s in tough times. Max Walsh wrote in tiBydney
recession—the recession he said this nation had f\ﬁorning Herald

have. That AAA rating was part of the economic

legacy of the previous State coalition Government. The figure for capital spending looks suspiciously as though it

All this Premier and Treasurer can lay claim to is was derived as the balancing item as setting the Budget
that it has not yet been taken from them. Michael surplus.

Egan's prediction will go the same way as his last ] ) -

one and the one before that and the one befofkiS just an accounting trick! The Opposition argues

that—hundreds of millions of dollars in the red.that minimal maintenance of existing infrastructure

Obviously that is the reason Ross Gittins wrote iffnust be ensured. The dreaded infrastructure refers to

the Sydney Morning Heraldof the Treasurer's public schools, public hospitals, public roads and
purported $45 million surplus: police stations. An additional $178 million over the

budgeted figure will be required to maintain that
Take a good look at it because today may be the last day yoltfrastructure, but it is not there. Why? Because
see it. Labor keeps repeating its mistakes, and learns
nothing from government each time it gets a go at
Every year the Treasurer says, "This is every inch & The Government has projected a 5.7 increase in
Labor budget.” Sadly, for New South Wales, that isevenue when economic growth is assumed to be
just what it is! The Opposition argues that, far fromonly 3 per cent. Today'sAustralian Financial
delivering a $45 million surplus, the Carr Reviewquestions that 3 per cent forecast and AMP
Government's fourth and final budget will end upasset management puts the figure at just 2.25 per
with a deficit of at least $862 million. This figure is cent.
based on the Government achieving only half of its
planned asset sales—running true to form—making The Opposition argues also that economic
cosmetic and unrealistic changes to calculations oumncertainties such as the impact of the Asian

Mr Schipp: Remember the chicken wire!
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financial crisis will erode this revenue growth to atstriking distance of a balanced budget, which, |
best just 3 per cent. The Secretary to the Treasugain remind the House, would have been achieved
told an upper House inquiry recently that Treasurghis year on a sustainable basis without the tax
estimates that the downturn in the residentiaincreases the previous three Carr Government
property market has already begun. Based on labudgets introduced. The balanced budget would have
year's receipts, that represents a revenugeen achieved under the coalition's budget policy.
overstatement by the Government of $357.6 millionWe relieved the State of $19 billion worth of
These three items alone total $907 million, withouttontingent liabilities through the sale of the State
even factoring in the pressure of Olympic expensefank and we did not include that asset sale in the
After taking into account the Carr Government'sbudget at that time or at any other time.
budgeted $45 million surplus, this leaves the budget
with an underlying deficit of $862 million—another We sold the GIO and again did not include the
black hole! sale proceeds to try to prop up budget figures. The
coalition recognised they were one-off sales. Labor
This budget, the last Carr budget, leaves a@oes not recognise asset sales in that way. It uses
deplorable legacy to the people of New South Waleasset sales to wallpaper over the cracks in its
and a real mess to be sorted out after the next Stabeidgets. One of the coalition's crowning
election. The budget does not reach into the newchievements was that it survived the recession
millennium. Rather, it reaches back to the 1980s imvithout cutting services and without introducing the
Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia andsort of tax hikes that Labor has produced over the
the discredited financial mismanagement of peopliast three years. By contrast the Carr Government
like John Cain, Joan Kirner, John Bannon, Briarhas taken New South Wales into a financial
Burke and Paul Keating. Governing New Southbackwater. Other States are setting the pace. While
Wales carries with it a great responsibility. So muctiNew South Wales is in neutral, Victoria and
of this nation's economic fortune rests on theQueensland have gone into competitive overdrive.
performance of this most populous State, which haShose States have delivered benefits, restrained
an economy similar to that of Malaysia or thetaxes, and stimulated jobs and investment.
Philippines. New South Wales is and always will be,
more so in the next millennium, the jewel in the Other States will enter the new millennium in
Australian crown. If New South Wales thrives, thea more competitive and financially robust position
nation flourishes; if it falters, the rest of the countrythan New South Wales, unless there is a change of
is dragged down with it. government at the next New South Wales State
election. The Queensland coalition Government
In government the coalition always understoodachieved an underlying surplus of $735 million last
that responsibility. The coalition came to office inyear and delivered significant tax cuts this year. The
1988 determined that New South Wales should leadennett Government brought Victoria back from the
the way. Under our administration it did. After dead, back from the political graveyard where Joan
seven years in government New South Wales was &tirner had buried it. The Victorian Government now
the forefront of public sector reform. We rebuilt predicts a surplus of $165 million, again with
public services that had been run down by the Wrasubstantial tax cuts. The very year that Premier Carr
and Unsworth governments. The coalition spent $thtroduced land tax on private homes in New South
billion in health alone rebuilding hospitals that, asWales Jeff Kennett got rid of them in Victoria.
the honourable member for Wagga Wagga reminded
us, were held together by chicken wire under Labor Victoria won back its AAA rating and New
administration. We stopped the haemorrhaging loss&outh Wales has never lost its AAA rating. By
in State Rail of $3 million a day. We delivered contrast, Michael Egan was so relieved that New
record spending in health, education, law and ordeGouth Wales had retained its AAA rating that he
transport and community services. rang the Premier in mid-flight to break the
unexpected news—no doubt expecting the plane to
That was all achieved in the middle of thefall out of the sky! | might add, by way of
Keating recession. We stopped the blow-out irdigression, that that might please a number of
taxes. Under the coalition Government our taxmembers of the Labor Party, given the rumour that
growth was the lowest of any State. We cut watethe Premier is so on the nose within his own ranks
and electricity costs by up to 17 per cent to makehat they are now looking at alternatives. Certain
business more competitive and efficient. We drovédactions within the New South Wales Labor Party
down the deficit from a peak of more than $1.2are already exploring alternatives, looking around for
billion at the height of the recession to within other people who might take over the reins from this
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confused Premier. | do not want to embarrass th&995 conjured up by Michael Egan's speech writers,
Minister for Transport but some commentators havlas given way to an isolated and politically doomed
suggested that he might have greatness thrust uppair in 1998—it might actually have been a Bob
him. Ellis speech. It was probably too good for Michael
Egan's speech writers. Premier Carr and Treasurer
Mr Photios: He is a bit wet behind the ears, Egan have lost their way in Labor's privatisation
but he will make the grade one day. wilderness. They are doing their own amateur re-
enactment of Burke and Wills.
Mr COLLINS: That day may be coming,

according to Piers Akerman in today'®aily Mr Scully: You did not write that.
Telegraph The day of change may be coming faster
than even the Minister for Transport realises. Mr COLLINS: | did write that. They are the

Burke and Wills of New South Wales
Mr Scully: Do you always believe Piers politics—waiting for rescue, pleading for rescue,
Akerman? wandering in the wilderness, hoping that someone
will show them the way, hoping that someone in the
Mr COLLINS: Do we always believe Piers Labor Party will give them relief, hoping there will
Akerman? The Minister should quit while he isbe some good news coming from their own party in
ahead. | will give him a bit of advice. He should this political wilderness. If rescue comes at all from
just sit back and take all the praise, because there tisis point on, it will come too late, because three
not much coming his Government's way. If he caryears after Cisco and Pancho headed south—
get a bit, he should lap it up. The State's AAA
rating should not be questioned; it should be a Mr Jeffery: In tights.
matter of public record. It was in place from 1988 to
1995 when the coalition was in office and it remains Mr COLLINS: | have to say, in deference to
in place, but the fact that the Treasurer made ththe honourable member for Oxley, that | did not
urgent phone call across the ocean showed howrite that. Three years later that entire strategy has
precarious he thought this State's AAA chancebeen abandoned. For the Carr Government it is all
were. There was stunned relief on the part of théoo hard, and it is too late. Time has moved on and
Treasurer, who had to find the Premier in mid-flightthe budget brought down a couple of days ago will
to say, "We have still got it. Somehow we havemake no difference to Labor's political fortunes. |
bluffed our way through. We have got it for anotherwill give credit where credit is due—the Treasurer
year." will make history with this budget. He will make
history with his record-breaking tax grab. This
At the Federal level the Howard Governmentbudget confirms once and for all that New South
has turned Paul Keating's $10 billion deficit into aWales is the highest taxed State in Australia. This
$2.7 billion surplus in just two years. In New Southbudget gives the Carr Government the dubious and
Wales we do not even look like getting out of theunique distinction of being the first State in
red under the Carr Government. Three years agdustralian political history to break the 7 per cent
Labor came to office in New South Wales,barrier for taxes as a proportion of what we produce
preaching jobs and investment, and fiscal rectitudeeach year.
The Labor Government was going to cut spending
so that it could deliver tax relief. It was going to A big tick. Remember that one, Carl. We do
give business a $1 bhillion payroll tax cut tonot hear a lot about big ticks any more. | know the
stimulate jobs. It was going to take on the rest ofsovernment is not giving itself many big ticks these
Australia and win. Honourable members will recalldays—a big kick is coming from the electorate next
that the Carr Government was going to mount crossrear—but a big tick for Michael Egan because he
border raids on Kennett country. The Treasurer saidas made the history books. He has broken the 7 per
they would go down to Victoria and fill their cent of gross State product barrier. Michael Egan
saddlebags with jobs and investment. has made it. A lot of people in the Carr Government
might not make the history books, but Michael Egan
Honourable members will remember the flashywill make the history books in a big way for
Cisco and Pancho act in 1995. They were going tbreaking through that barrier.
go down to Victoria, fill their saddlebags, get back
on their horses and come back up to Sydney. Mr Photios: He is our man.
Honourable members will be able to work out which
was Pancho and which was Cisco. The flashy Cisco ~ Mr COLLINS: "He is our man", interjected
and Pancho act, the true classic television image afie honourable member for Ermington. | refer again
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to the double agent analogy, the eagle has landed.fith a second tax that he levied on New South

was a Freudian slip when the Treasurer said th@/ales motorists which was supposed to be abolished

eagle had landed. Like the Premier, who is an July next year. Now Michael Egan proposes to

devotee of the filmThe CandidateMichael Egan is keep that tax: it will not be abolished. That tax will

obviously a true devotee of the filfihe Eagle has cost New South Wales motorists $56 million a year.

Landed and is living out that fantasy even in this It will add $125 to the purchase price of a $25,000

Parliament. New South Wales taxpayers pay $2,22dar. As Max Walsh said in the&ydney Morning

a year each in taxes, fees and fines—about $1,06%erald, the so-called car registration relief is:

more than Queenslanders pay and about $417 more

than Victorians pay. That amounts to $2,224 every ... basically an exercise of Michael Egan filching money out

year from our take-home pay. In New South Wales of your left pocket and rgturning it to‘your rig_ht pocket as a

we pay 11 per cent more in tax per person than supposed act of generosity. To call this a family concession is
. . . . an insult to the intelligence of the electorate.

Victoria. That equation is set to get worse, because

while the Carr Government is going on a tax binge|t mempers add to that the $132 a year increase in

other States are driving _dpwn_ their taxes. Victoriagreen slip premiums since the Carr Government has
has cut taxes by $343 million in the past two yeargeen in office they will realise that motorists are
and Queensland has cut taxes by $103 million. heavily out of pocket. The Motor Traders

) ) Association has said:
Mr Schultz: What is that going to do to

investment? Even taking $43 off still leaves the average motorist about
$100 worse off than three years ago.

Mr COLLINS: It is going to drive investment
away. By contrast, the Carr Labor Government ha$hat is when the coalition was last in office. At the
increased taxes by a massive $2.5 billion a yeaend of the day, New South Wales families are worse
This budget increases tax revenue by a further $80dff than they were before Bob Carr came to office.
million, or almost 6 per cent—that is, $363 in extraWe have heard a great deal about land tax in recent
tax for every New South Wales family. Familiesmonths, and we will continue to hear about it,
first? Not under this budget. Tax families first! despite the Premier and the Treasurer thinking that
Before this budget New South Wales families werghe issue had gone away. The Carr Government's
already paying about $1,100 a year more than wdand tax on family homes starts right at the front
the case when the coalition was in office. Ondoor. Land tax revenue under the budget will
Tuesday the Premier and the Treasurer added $36&rease by $106 million. Land tax has just made
to the family bill and families are now more thanlife a whole lot tougher for the people of this State.
$1,400 a year worse off under Labor. The citizens of New South Wales now pay more

land tax per capita than those in any other State in

During the Carr Government's period in office Australia. They pay $58 per person more than the
taxes have risen by 33 per cent. This budget wiltitizens of Victoria and Western Australia and $89
take an extra $103 million in gambling taxes thismore than those in Queensland. In other States land
year, an extra $106 million in land tax and an extrdax is decreasing; in New South Wales it is
$24 million in drivers' licence fees—all this from a increasing.
government that promised no new taxes and no tax
increases all those years ago, before the last election The Carr Government's failure to slash land
and before Pancho and Cisco headed south. tax in this budget sends a clear message to New
recent days honourable members have heard abd®buth Wales voters: if the Australian Labor Party is
car registration. Even in regard to its promised taxeturned to office, the threat of land tax to property-
relief the Government is playing fast and loose withowners will be greater than ever. It will be more
the truth and the so-called car registration relief is @ammediate and more frightening than ever. The
very good example. The Treasurer said that duringeople of this State should not be fooled by the so-
the next four years—he will not be around to seealled land tax concessions in this budget. They will
it—he will phase out the $43 levy on carremember that the Treasurer and the Premier

registration. promised no new taxes and no tax increases. That is
after taking more than $3 billion. The great lie of
Mr Photios: It is an April Fools’ Day joke. that promise is now evident. The Treasurer should

not be believed when he says that no more families
Mr COLLINS: The honourable member for will pay land tax on family homes. Do not believe
Ermington interjected that it is an April Fools’ Day him. When his lips move on financial matters, he is
joke. Perhaps the budget should have been deliveréeginning to lie. That promise will go the way of all
on 1 April. The Premier is paying for that relief his other promises.
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If Labor is re-elected, land tax on residentialtoo much about that. Why? Because they will be
and investment properties will increase. The presemping for the big land tax grab and a State income
pause is only momentary. The cash is flowing intax grab if they are re-elected.
the money from land tax is increasing. The so-called
concession in this budget is a momentary pressing of  Taxes are up but services are in decline. Key
the pause button, which will be released the instargervices have not been improved. In fact, they are
the Australian Labor Party is re-elected. | predicigoing backwards. Hospital waiting lists are at record
that if it is given another chance, land tax will belevels. Police are being taken off the streets. An
the massive growth tax for New South Wales fromincreasing number of police stations are unmanned.
1999 to 2003. The Department of Community Services is dogged

in controversy, and it is our children who are

Mr Armstrong: It is a death tax by stealth. suffering. Trains are more unreliable. Crime is

soaring. The budget does not address those

Mr COLLINS: It is a death tax by stealth. problems. It is more of the same; in fact, it goes
The Premier and the Treasurer will pursue it singlebackwards. After the Premier has levied record taxes
mindedly. He will deny it, but the Treasurer has toand spent nearly $100 billion during his time in
explain why Treasury has already done the figureeffice, the people of the State have to ask
on a $500,000 threshold. Those figures show that a@hemselves whether they are better off. The answer
extra 20,000 properties will be liable to land tax.is a resounding no!

That will raise an extra $140 million per year.
Treasury has already done the homework: it is ready =~ The Treasurer says he will provide 100 extra
to go. Those costings were produced in March thipolice. But a close look at the budget papers reveals
year. The coalition says if there is a cap on thehat police numbers are shrinking and that there will
number of families paying land tax on their homespe fewer police in 1999 than there were in
that cap should be set at zero. We say there shoulbvember last year. It is the same story in the
be zero tolerance of land tax on family homes. ByState's hospitals. The Government's own figures
not slashing land tax the Premier has ensured thahow that this year 26,000 fewer people a day will
this budget will be the last will and testament of thebe treated. The elderly and low-income earners will
Carr Government. Even if the Government had donbe hit hardest by that cut. Any funding increase for
everything else right in the past three years andducation will be swallowed up by salary increases.
three months—and | believe the Government hashere is no additional funding for education
made a few mistakes along the way—on the langrograms. The budget does not deliver the Carr
tax issue alone it deserves to be, and should b&overnment's promised 1,400 extra teachers. In fact,
swept from office. the Government has not budgeted for these positions
until the 1999 budget. What is worse, money is

State income tax is the big issue. Theborrowed from next year's budget to fund this year's
Treasurer wants a new tax, a State income tax. Thatlucation allocation. That is like asking the pay
is camouflaged at the moment but he wouldbfficer for next year's pay to pay this year's bhills.
introduce it in the next term of Parliament, 1999 to
2003, if the Australian Labor Party is re-elected. The budget has cut funding for refuges, child
That will mean that the people of New South Walegprotection, family and individual support. Transport
will have to pay one income tax bill to the Federalfunding has been cut by $122 million and 1,000
Government and an extra one to the Stateailway jobs will go. Train services in Sydney,
Government. Tax will be doubled. It is yet anotherWollongong and Newcastle will go. The Minister for
Michael Egan tax grab. In 1976 Neville Wran cameTransport, and Minister for Roads knows that. The
to power in New South Wales after campaigningCarr Government's treatment of the bush in this
against a State income tax. The double agenbudget is deplorable. A paltry $6 million has been
Michael Egan, is about to re-enact history twentyprovided this year for job creation in the bush—3$6
two years later. million across the whole State for a third of the

population of the State. That is a disgraceful figure.

During the current national tax review theAt a time when farmers are struggling to get back
Premier and the Treasurer should have been pushiog their feet the budget contains no boost for the
for a thorough, top-to-bottom overhaul ofrural sector. Funding for the Discovery 2000
Commonwealth, State and local taxes that will givgprogram, which was initiated by the coalition
New South Wales a fixed share of the revenu&overnment to encourage mineral exploration and
collected by the Commonwealth. That would be injob creation in country New South Wales has been
the best interests of the people of New South Walesut again. The Labor Government has claimed credit
But the Premier and the Treasurer are not worryingpr that program and has denied that it was initiated
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by the Opposition. Funding for the program is now Mr Hartcher: One brick every year!
being cut. Staff have been cut from land and water
conservation despite the Minister's assurances that he Mr COLLINS: Yes, about one brick a year.
would make the Native Vegetation Conservation AcEducation capital works under the Carr Government
more workable by increasing resources. now get $70 million a year less than they were
allocated under the most recent coalition budget.
The Treasurer's so-called budget surplus comékhat is from the so-called, self-styled education
at the expense of capital works. It is the same triclPremier. The title of "education Premier" got left
Labor used last time it was in government. As aehind with the saddlebags. As a result, there are
result the coalition inherited run-down hospitalshot the 90,000 computers in schools that were
Roads ended in the middle of nowhere. On th@romised by the Carr Government—they are at least
Premier's own admission they were ramshackle, £3,000 short. There are no new passenger trains. In
disgrace. This year's budget rips a massive $50@ct, there has been a 50 per cent cut to the capital
million out of capital works, more than 10 per centbudget of State Rail. | know that the Minister for
of the total. That will mean fewer schools, hospitals;Transport, and Minister for Roads, cannot comment
roads and new police stations. That will mean lesen this because he is bound by Cabinet solidarity,
maintenance of buildings and equipment. It willbut what a deplorable thing to do to him. The
mean that major projects will be simply put on theMinister has tried to argue the case for State Rail,
never-never. yet the Government has cut the capital budget by 50
per cent. Surely that puts the Minister in a very sad
The redevelopment of Nepean Hospital, whichand sorry situation. The Warragamba Dam spillway
was started by the coalition Government in aas been delayed for two years. This was the cheap,
massive improvement to western Sydney healtiquick-fix option of the Carr Government. The people
services, has been delayed three years in the budget. western Sydney are being given a message: all
The Maitland Hospital upgrade has been postponetiose people in the area below Warragamba Dam,
by 12 months—and | know that the honourablehat is, about one million people—
member for Maitland will want to pursue that matter
later in the debate. The Labor Party understands that  Mr Hartcher: About 15,000 lives are at risk.
it will not win the seat of Maitland. The hospital at
West Wyalong also faces a delay, in the order of Mr COLLINS: The Government has a report
two years. Such inequitable treatment for the peoplstating that as many as 15,000 lives in greater
of this State is a disgrace. western Sydney could be at risk. There has to be an
improvement to the Warragamba Dam. The coalition
Mr Schipp: Wagga Wagga was written off. has said, "Raise the dam wall." The Premier has
rejected that call, and has chosen to go for the cheap
Mr COLLINS: As the honourable member option—the quick fix. Even the spillway is being
for Wagga Wagga says, the hospital at Waggdelayed for two years. Funding for the country town
Wagga has disappeared off this Government's radand water supply and sewerage scheme has been cut
screen, despite the fact that the coalition initiateddy 33 per cent, or $25 million. The forward
stage one of that hospital. Development at the newstimates reveal a darker picture on capital works.
Lithgow Hospital has been delayed by two years. They show that the Government's building program
saw the mayor of Lithgow, down here no doubt tois not keeping pace with economic and population
plead the case for the reinstatement of thagjrowth. For any responsible Treasurer, the general
development. Obviously, it will not be reinstated byrule of thumb is to maintain capital outlays at about
the Carr Government. The people of Lithgow havel.8 per cent of gross State product to ensure that
been betrayed. That issue will be of relevance tinfrastructure keeps pace with the expanding
you, Mr Acting-Speaker, as you are the member foeconomy and population. In other words, without an
Bathurst. The people of Lithgow have been betrayedutlay of 1.8 per cent, one goes backwards.
by the two-year delay of the new hospital at
Lithgow. | know that you, Mr Acting-Speaker, Michael Egan's forward estimates cut that
would say that was appalling were you in a positioroutlay to 1.4 per cent of gross State product in
to contribute to this debate. No doubt at a later stage001-02. That means that, as the State's economy
you will want to speak about the new hospital atand population grow, hospitals, schools, roads and
Lithgow. Funding for the Sutherland hospitalpolice stations will become more run down and
redevelopment is so low that the Oppositionantiquated. The cut in outlay to 1.4 per cent will
estimates that at the current rate it would take morsave—if honourable members would forgive the
than 130 years to complete the project. misuse of that word—the Government $950 million
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a year by 2001-02: the precise figure of the Mr COLLINS: That is right, the Government
Treasurer's budgeted surplus in that year. Isn't thhles no forward planning, and it should be
an amazing coincidence? It is a so-called financialinderstood that that is a tremendous risk for the
result achieved at a massive price for the people gfeople of this State. First the Premier said there
New South Wales in terms of services. would be no privatisation. He said that he would be
a bulwark against privatisation. In April 1995, when
The Opposition has major concerns about thée was able to go to the Labor Council, the
blow-out in Olympic costs, which it estimates to betriumphant returning former education officer for the
more than $1 billion. Of course, the OppositionLabor Council who had been elected Premier said
supports the Olympics. After all, it was the coalitionthat his Government would be a bulwark against
Government that won the Olympics. DespitePrivatisation. We can all imagine the Premier
Government assurances, there is still insufficiengtanding there at the Labor Council with everybody
information on Olympic costs provided in the budge@pplauding, giving him a standing ovation. He said,
papers. The details remain sketchy, the figures arély Government will be a bulwark against
vague and illusory. The detail has never beeRrivatisation—never ever!”
provided. Whenever the Government is asked for
detail about Olympic expenditure, it gives out Mr Schultz: Those are not the words used
another glossy brochure, but the detail is nof'OW:
forthcoming. Opposition members will continue to .
pursue this issue in public so that everyone can be ~ Mr COLLINS: Things have changed. A few

informed of the total cost, the whole-of-governmen{lonths went by and now any sort of privatisation of
cost, of the 2000 Olympics. the electricity industry will do—gradual, partial,

whatever the Labor Party will let him get away with.

—_that issuéDartial or gradual privatisation would cut the value
rPf the electricity industry as a whole, and therefore
(ﬂqe potential return to taxpayers, by as much as $6.2
illion. The weakened Carr plan would lose more
oney than the entire cost of the Sydney Olympics.
the Government wants a weakened sell-off of the

Next comes the issue of electricity:
on which the Premier keeps begging for a questio
Yesterday in the House he was asked a questi
about electricity. Did he not give a revealing
answer? Was it not a body blow of an answer? Th
Premier has not asked for further questions abou oo L )

L .~ “electricity industry, the Opposition will not support
electricity, but there may well be a few coming. .

) . . at. Coalition members will not support some deal
Question time yesterday caused a black-out in the bbled her f lecti f K
Government. In yesterday'@ustralian Financial ct;o Ie together ﬁr leectlon p(;eroses, or pork-

. Co arrel purposes at the last second.
Review Alan Mitchell wrote, "What yesterday's Pup
Budget really shqws. is that the _C_arr Government The privatisation of the electricity industry
badly needs to privatise the electricity—to cover for,

ite fiscal faili " A K he Premi should be either done properly as part of a full
Its fiscal failings.” As we know, the Premier Wants gy aiagic plan or not done at all. It is that simple.

to privatise electricity, but for all the wrong reasonShe [ abor Party may be prepared to squander $6.2
He is desperate to get his hands on some quick cagfjjion in the interests of its own political survival
to plug the hole in his budget, rather than seeking 1§ it is not prepared to sell such a vital public asset
achieve a sale that is in the best interests of thg: s,ch a loss. Such a program requires a focused
people of New South Wales. approach, a committed strategy, strong leadership
and the governing aim that at the end of the day, in
I have made no secref[ _of _the fact that theevery way, New South Wales taxpayers and
coalition would sell the electricity industry after the consumers will be better off. It has been more than
election next March. But we would undertake thaly year since the Carr Government first raised the
sale as a responsible financial measure, with a cle@fea of privatising the electricity industry. At first
strategy. We would not simply go for whateverine premier said he was merely going to be the
desperate opportunity the Carr Government may bgmpire on the issue. He was not prepared to roll up
able to bring before the public. That is thehjs sleeves and commit himself to the hard work.
fundamental difference between the coalition and thge then jumped on board because for a couple of

Labor Government. The coalition would sell theweeks—a few days; a couple of hours, anyway—it
electricity industry properly; the Carr Governmentwas looking all right.
will do it anyway it can get away with. Already,

having been thoroughly rolled on the issue of full Mr Photios: Five minutes of sunshine.
privatisation, the Premier has gone around talking up

the benefits of partial privatisation, gradual Mr COLLINS: The sunshine lasted at least
privatisation. until he got to the office that day. The Premier

proclaimed the issue had to be resolved quickly and
Mr Schultz: No forward planning! he said in no way would he let the issue drag on
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until October. He did not say what year, because ibetween $500 million and $1 billion in interest
dragged on until October. But what happened ipayments that would be freed up if the electricity
October? Burke and Wills of the Labor Party wentindustry were privatised. He may have been able to
down in a unanimous vote and were done cold bwbolish land tax on family homes and start
the Labor Party. They stood there, looking for thedelivering the payroll tax cuts he long promised but
tree outside the Town Hall | suspect. In June thaever delivered. He may have been able to talk
following year they are no closer to achieving theirabout increased capital works. But he could not do
goal. that, because he has not been able to get his Labor
colleagues or his party to the negotiating table. They
While the Labor Party dithers on privatisation,simply do not trust him. Why would they? After all,
the New South Wales electricity industry sufferssomeone who was a bulwark against privatisation
fierce competition, particularly from Victoria. That has become an advocate of the biggest privatisation
was evidenced yesterday in the matter of publiof them all in the space of a few months.
importance brought forward by the honourable
member for Maitland about job losses in the Hunter The coalition has achieved something the
Valley. That competition will cost jobs at the Premier has not in relation to electricity. The
Liddell power station in the Hunter, and it hascoalition is debating the guarantees and the
massively eroded the return of electricity dividendssafeguards that the community and workplace rightly
to taxpayers. Dividends and tax equivalents will falldemands of the privatisation of the electricity
to $54 million from $300 million last year. While industry. Many coalition members of Parliament
the Premier dithers, the value of the industry ishave discussed the matter with me, with the shadow
eroding every day. Last week the Auditor-Generafrreasurer and with shadow Ministers who are
was interviewed onStateline on the Australian committed to evolving a privatisation plan that
Broadcasting Commission. He said that the Premiefddresses certain issues. They include job creation
had an obligation to move on the sale if he thoughin regions affected by the privatisation; ensuring
it was in the best interests of the State. He alsproper compensation for power industry workers;
said: protecting the rights of consumers in relation to
_ o prices and appeal mechanisms with electricity—that
He [the Premier] does not have any obligation towards thefs of extreme importance; ensuring quality service

Labor Party which is superior to his obligation to looking aﬂerstandardS' uaranteeina access and supply: enforcin
the interests of the Stt . . He isappointed as the Premier of 9 9 pPply; g

the Government, he is not the head of the ALP in New SoutStriCt e€nvironmental regulations; and appropriately

Wales." regulating industry participants.
That is stinging, blistering criticism but it did not That debate is ongoing among members of the
come from the coalition. coalition. We want to get the detail of the
framework right and that is why we are consulting
[Interruption] with all of the interest groups, including power

unions. It is not merely a matter of asking how fast

The Minister for Transport is laughing at thewe can flog it off or what we can get for it. We do
Auditor-General. That sort of contemptuous attitudelot want people thrown on the bonfire; we want
towards the Auditor-General's attempts to safeguarfiiem looked after. Members on this side of the
the financial interests of the people of this State idlouse want to address the issue and that is why a
indicative of the Government's attitude. For thehealthy debate is taking place in the coalition. We
Minister for Transport to deride the Auditor-Generalwant to ensure that the sale achieves the right price
in that way does his prospects no good as a potentiffir taxpayers and the right conditions for consumers
leader of the Labor Party. Given the factionaland workers.
insurrection in the Labor Party, it seems that the
Premier will be kicked out. The Auditor-General My colleagues have rationally discussed the
added that there would be a continuing erosion ofieed to protect jobs and electricity prices, to ensure
the value of the industry in government handsupply and to assist communities, mainly those in
"because the State can't manage this competingral New South Wales, that will be affected by
industry" and "poor management means that thprivatisation. The coalition has talked about the use
taxpayers lose value in those assets—that would lo¥ the proceeds of the sale and it is important that |
a tragedy". detail that. We have talked about the need to consult

properly. The coalition will sell the electricity

Had the Premier been able to persuade himdustry. We will completely retire the State's $13.6
colleagues to support the privatisation of thebillion budget sector debt. Furthermore, the people
electricity industry, on Tuesday he might have beewnf this State need to understand that we will use a
in a position to offer some meaningful tax cuts. Hesubstantial part of the remaining proceeds to
may have been able to talk about the funds oéstablish a development fund which will address
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such issues as job replacement and training the du_bious honour from_Victoria, where high Faxes were an
opportunities, regional development, and rebuilding Unavoidable part of hauling back from the brink of a debt
the ramshackle infrastructure that the Premier has spiral. However, NSW has no such excuse—its high taxes are
. 8 . a matter of deliberate government choice.

conceded, especially in regions such as the Hunter,
Lithgow and the central coast. Ross Gittins wrote in th&ydney Morning Heratd

We want to use those funds to do something His planned Budget surplus of $45 million is the rabbit. Take
unique for New South Wales and once and for all to 4 good look at it because today may be the last day you see
address regional development in a meaningful way, it. .. Does it sound a bit too good to be true?dt.i. . It's not
not simply drag everything and every government justunsustainable, it's unrepeatable.
job into Sydney and cause the collapse of country
towns and cities. This is an opportunity to startPiers Akerman, who was mentioned earlier by
afresh, to start the new millennium on the right footMinister Scully, speaking of the budget in tiily
and to start looking outward rather than inward. ThaTelegraph,said:
is the way we propose to use some of those surplus
funds. My colleagues have rightly demanded that !t is'reglly an exercise in tokenism rather than a display of
they be given more information during the next six Mspirational budget managemen .
m'onths. A framework for eIgc;tnmty privatisation Score it as a florid document, rich with rhetoric, optimistic
will be developed under a coalition government. about the fallout from the Asian crisis, but light on convincing

fiscal strategies that will put in place long-term savings.
Mr Schultz: Forward planning.
Max Walsh continued the theme in th8ydney

Mr COLLINS: With a forward planning Morning Herald
component, including regional development for jobs
in those areas that are now being stripped of jobs Although Mr Egan has produced a set of figures which
under the Carr Government. We want to outline to promise a surplus for the financial year, the components that
the people of this State the details of our plan and deliver this are rubber. ..

the deal we will take to the negotiating table.
Mr Egan's too-clever-by-half style might be tolerable if it

Mr Hartcher: Nothing to hide could be said that his stewardship has been as successful as he
claims. It falls well short.

Mr COLLINS: We on this side of the House . . . . . .
have nothing to hide. We are having a constructiv@l?g_ Mitchell in the Australian Financial Review
and positive ongoing debate about electricitf'"’l :
pr'VaU_Sat'On Wh”e th.e Prem"_ar and the Treasurer areé o | orq et us be pure but not until the forward estimates.
gnashing their teeth in the wilderness.

_ David Humphries sounded an ominous note in the
Mr Armstrong: Behind closed doors. Sydney Morning Heraldvhen he wrote:

Mr COLLINS: Behind closed doors, without wichael Egan's self-congratulation may prove to be a tad
a political ally to come to their aid. In case anyone premature. The Government's record is one of dropping the
thinks | have been a little bit critical of the budget ball, not so much in Budgets, but in what happens
brought down by the Treasurer, there are others who subsequently. Either the revenue side is hit by backdowns on
are critical of the Carr Government's fourth and final Measures unpopular with this or that sectional interest, or

budget. Take this commentary for example: Ministers and their senior bureaucrats are allowed to slip the
get. y ple reins of fiscal discipline.

Treasurer Michael Egan's Budget shows NSW pays scant

attention to the philosophy that smaller governments lead td here it is, the Premier's record, for all the world to

smaller taxes. The Budget shows insufficient attention is giversee, his fourth and final budget! It is a budget that is

to‘making existing funds work better. There i_s_continueda turkey with an underlying deficit of $862 million,

reliance on cash—qur cash—to solve probdem . it is clear ~ when the Commonwealth and other States have

Mr Egan and Premier Bob Carr have taken the easy option,. L .

They have chosen to drain a bit more from wage and sala;?u_dgeted for real, significant, SUStal_r?able_ sur_plgses.

earners, employers, builders and entrepreneurs. t is a budget that does not put families first, it is a

budget that taxes families first, a budget that makes

That is not some dry economist talking; that isN€W South Wales the highest-taxed State in the

yesterday'sDaily Telegraph editorial, the punters' nation with a record 33 per cent increase in taxes

paper, saying that punters are paying through thléndt_ar this Premier. The budget breaks the 7 per cent
nose. Alan Wood wrote in thAustralian barrier for taxes as a proportion of what we produce;

it is a budget that takes an extra $363 from the take-
Bob Carr and his Treasurer Michael Egan have turned Nswiome pay of ordinary families: $363 less for
into the highest taxed State in Australia. They have snatchegroceries, $363 less for the phone bill and $363 less
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for the car service. It is a budget that brings the =~ Mr HARTCHER: All right. That undertaking
Premier's tax take to a record $2,224 from the takds recorded inHansard that it will be put over.

home pay of each family each year. The only good

thing about the Carr Government's fourth budget is Mr Whelan: Oh, no, you can't change your
that it is its last budget. It is the last budget thaimind, though.

slugs taxpayers so wilfully; it is the last budget that

dresses up public sector pay rises as spending Mr HARTCHER: Yes, the Minister has just
increases in key services. It is the last budget thafiven an undertaking. Instead we now have, and |
savagely cuts capital works spending, especially ifhank the Minister for his courtesy in supplying me
country New South Wales. with a copy of the motion, the usual stunt to try to

beat up on the National Party about water rights,
In March next year New South Wales,ynich also seeks—

taxpayers will have a choice between responsible
financial management, demonstrated repeatedly by Mr Whelan: More
the coalition, and the Carr Government's proven ' '
mismanagement. Taxpayers will have a choice Mr HARTCHER: More than that, according
between the low-taxing coalition and the high-taxin% ’ '
0 the Leader of the House, to try to beat up on

Carr Government. They will have a choice betwee | bout water riahts. Thursd ¢
the coalition, which provides strong services and°Meone €ISe about waler Tights. Thurscays are se
for private members’ days, except in

maintains capital works, and the Carr GovernmenfSide _
which drives both into the ground. They will have a®Xceptional circumstances when the Government

choice between the coalition that really puts familied€€lS its business needs priority. This is another stunt
first and the Carr Government that taxes familiedike the one witnessed last night concerning One
first. The Opposition believes that people willNation and race, which was a waste of the
choose wisely. We believe that in March next yeaParliament's time. This is a classic job on a
they will drive the Carr Government from office. ridiculous proposal. It is significant because the
The Treasurer said at the end of his Budget Speechotion seeks to go back into history and intrude on
on Tuesday, "I'll see you next year". | say, "Don'trepresentations that members of Parliament have
bet on it." made on behalf of their constituents, the very
responsibility that members have to bring the issues
Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Phillips.  of their constituents before the Parliament and seek
redress from Ministers.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
. Mr Whelan: No, it is not about their
Order of Business constituents, it is about them.

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) Mr HARTCHER: Yes, it is. It is an attempt

[12.05 p.m.]: I move: to go back into history and to try to find one
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to aIIoW(ample Wh'_Ch mlg_ht be distorted and used against a
consideration of general business notices of motions (generfl€mber. This motion goes back to 1988, and one
notice No. 131) forthwith. wonders why 1988? Why would the Labor Party

want to go back to 1988? Simply because it wants
Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [12.06 p.m.]: It is to turn Parliament into a hunting ground to look
typical of this Government to say that it has no timeback through old records, to try to find something
for private members' day to take place. Yesterdathat might be used against someone. That is not the
the Opposition agreed that private members' dagurpose of Parliament; that is why we have ICAC.
would be suspended for the Leader of thelThat is why a long line of Labor members are

Opposition to reply to the Treasurer's Budget Speediippearing before ICAC. Because the Government

and for Government business to take precedenceannot get these issues addressed by ICAC it wants

There is a long agenda before this House antb turn Parliament into an inquisition chamber and

standing order 100, the famous guillotine, has beeseek to embarrass people under parliamentary

applied to a large number of important bills,privilege by selectively distorting records and
including the Police Integrity Commission representations that they have made and dragging

Amendment Bill introduced on Tuesday. It was notthem before this House. This is a classic case. The

debated and at 3.30 p.m. the guillotine fell on a billmotion is Stalinist in that it uses past records for

introduced by the Minister for Police relating to thedistortion. This motion will deny the processes of
reforms by the Wood royal commission. the Parliament. The Government is attempting to
subvert what happens in this House for party

Mr Whelan: I'll put it over if you like. political purposes.
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The Opposition does not agree with the
suspension of standing orders and will strongly
oppose the motion. Matters of far more significance
are waiting to be dealt with. Notice has been given
of a motion for the papers relating to the east
Circular Quay development to be tabled in the
House under Standing Order 310. Why has that
motion not been debated? The Opposition is happy
to look at what happened in 1988 in terms of the
east Circular Quay development. What was the
Premier doing in 1988 that was so urgent that five
days before the March election he called for the file
from the Director-General of the Department of
Urban Affairs and Planning so that he could consent
to the east Circular Quay development? Why has

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

that matter not been debated?

Mr Whelan: We will do that.

Mr HARTCHER: When will we do that?

Mr Whelan: In due course.

Mr HARTCHER: The Leader of the House

Noes, 45
Mr Beck Mr O'Farrell
Mr Blackmore Mr D. L. Page
Mr Brogden Mr Peacocke
Mr Chappell Mr Phillips
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Photios
Mr Cochran Mr Richardson
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon
Mr Debnam Mr Rozzoli
Mr Ellis Mr Schipp
Ms Ficarra Mr Schultz
Mr Glachan Ms Seaton
Mr Hartcher Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hazzard Mr Small
Mr Humpherson Mr Smith
Mr Jeffery Mr Souris
Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone
Mr Kinross Mr Tink

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner

Mr Merton Mr Windsor
Ms Moore Tellers

Mr Oakeshott Mr Fraser
Mr O'Doherty Mr Kerr

says "In due course." In other words, it will be dealt
with in April 1999.

Pairs

Question—That the motion be agreed Mr Knight Mr Armgtrong
to—put Mr Nagle Mr Collins
put. Mr Tripodi Mrs Skinner
The House divided. Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Ayes, 47 Motion agreed to.
Ms Allan Mr McManus REGISTER OF DISCLOSURE FARM
Mr Amery Mr Markham ASSISTANCE DOCUMENTATION
Mr Anderson Mr Martin ) _ _
Ms Andrews Ms Meagher Mr McMANUS (Bulli) [12.17 p.m.]: | move:
Mr Aqumna Mr Mills That this House, pursuant to Standing Order 310, calls on the
Mrs Beamer Mr Moss Minister for Agriculture to obtain all documentation, including
Mr Carr Mr Neilly memos, letters, directions, emails and other correspondence,
Mr Clough Ms Nori and provide details relating to representations and benefits
Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page given in respect_ of gra_nts, subsidies and _finan(_:ial support
. provided to farming businesses and operations listed at any
Mr Debus Mr Price time by members of the Legislative Assembly in the Register
Mr Face Dr Refshauge of Disclosure by members and to include, but not limited to,
Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan all information in relation to structural adjustment or other
Mr Gibson Mr Rumble assistance provided by the Rural Assistance Authority made
Mrs Grusovin Mr ScuIIy by the Ministers for Agriculture from 1988 to the present.
Ms Hall Mr Shedden . . -
: The House should support this motion because it is
Mr Harrison Mr Stewart
. . about open and accountable government. The people
Ms Harrison Mr Sullivan
Mr Hunter Mr Watkins of l_\lew South Wa}lgs expect every member of
M | Mr Whel Parliament and Minister of the Crown to act
riemma r elan honestly on their behalf. In my frequent travels
Mr Knowles Mr Woods around New South Wales many country people have
Mr Langto? Mr Yeadon complained about preferential treatment to local
Mrs Lo Po Tellers members and their families. This motion will put
Mr Lynch Mr Beckroge that to the test. This motion is about process and
Mr McBride Mr Thompson objectivity and assures the people of New South
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Wales that Ministers and members of Parliament are Pairs
motivated by the public good and not by lining their
pockets or putting their snouts into the troughs. i
Mr Armstrong Mr Knight
Mr HUMPHERSON (Davidson) [12.20 p.m.]: Mr Collins Mr Nagle
| move: Mrs Skinner Mr Tripodi

That the honourable member for Bulli be not further heard.

Question so resolved in the negative.
The House divided.

Ayes, 43 [Time expired

Mr Beck Mr D. L. Page

Mr Blackmore Mr Peacocke Mr SOURIS (Upper Hunter—Deputy Leader

Mr Brogden Mr Phillips of the National Party) [12.27 p.m.]: This issue

Mr Chappell ~~ Mr Photios strikes at the very heart of the privacy to which we,

Mrs Chikarovski Mr Richardson . . .

Mr Cochran Mr Rixon as members of Parliament, are entitled. This

Mr Cruickshank Mr Rozzoli Parliament is not the Independent Commission

Mr Debnam Mr Schipp Against Corruption. The Labor Party is trying to

Mr Ellis Mr Schultz turn this Parliament into ICAC. The motion is a

Ms Ficarra Ms Seaton gross abuse of our privilege and of the power of

Mr Glachan Mr Slack-Smith numbers in this place. It is an attempt to besmirch

MF Eggggﬁ; Il\\/l/lrr gmﬁu my colleagues in this place, all of whom | am proud

Mr Humpherson Mr Souris to defend. A basic tenet of our Westminster style of

Mr Jeffery Mrs Stone government and democracy and of our permanent

Dr Kernohan Mr Tink public service is that the bureaucracy has an arms-

Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner length relationship to the constituency. That

Mr MacCarthy Mr R. W. Turner fundamental principle, which is upheld in this State,

Mr Merton Mr Windsor guarantees that everybody has an entitlement within

Mr Oakeshott Tellers the bureaucracy irrespective of any other position or

Mr O'Doherty Mr Fraser o . ; .

Mr O'Farrell Mr Kerr privilege they may have. This motion deals with the
class of that entitlement. If a member of Parliament

Noes, 49 has entitlements under other arrangements, he or she

Ms Allan Mr McManus should not be excluded from making an impartial

Mr Amery Mr Markham application. Our system of democracy does not

Mr Anderson Mr Martin allow selective exclusion.

Ms Andrews Ms Meagher

M:SASSQ':]Z MI\SISMI\I}IEOFe Mr Whelan: It is an exercise about partiality.

Mr Carr Mr Moss

Mr Clough Mr Neilly Mr SOURIS: The Minister should not start

Mr Crittenden Ms Nori talking about partiality. It is incredible that the

Mr Debus Mr E'.T' Page Minister for Police claims to be holier than thou and

Mr Face Mr Price . S .

Mr Gaudry Dr Refshauge to hgve an arms-length relationship in his business

Mr Gibson Mr Rogan dealings and with the way the bureaucracy handles

Mrs Grusovin Mr Rumble his businesses, yet he has the hide to cast aspersions

Ms Hall Mr Scully on my colleagues who have never done a thing

Mr Harrison Mr Shedden wrong and who have always applied impartiality.

Ms Harrison Mr Stewart

Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan

Mr lemma Mr Watkins Mr BECKROGE (Broken Hill) [12.30 p.m.]:

Mr Knowles Mr Whelan | move:

Mr Langton Mr Woods

M;SLI)_I:’:I)CEO' _II_\inl;esadon That the question be now put.

Dr Macdonald Mr Beckroge

Mr McBride Mr Thompson The House divided.
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Ayes, 47 Mr SPEAKER: Order! | intend to put the
guestion, That the motion be agreed to.
Ms Allan Mr McManus
Mr Amery Mr Markham S :
Mr Anderson Mr Martin to—pStueS“on That the motion be agreed
Ms Andrews Ms Meagher '
Mr Aquilina Mr Mills o
Mrs geamer Mr Moss The House divided.
Mr Carr Mr Neilly
Mr Clough Ms Nori Ayes, 47
Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page
Mr Debus Mr Price Ms Allan Mr McManus
Mr Face Dr Refshauge Mr Amery Mr Markham
Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan Mr Anderson Mr Martin
Mr Gibson Mr Rumble Ms Andrews Ms Meagher
Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully Mr Aguilina Mr Mills
Ms Hall Mr Shedden Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Harrison Mr Stewart Mr Carr Mr Neilly
Ms Harrison Mr Sullivan Mr Clough Ms Nori
Mr Hunter Mr Watkins Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page
Mr lemma Mr Whelan Mr Debus Mr Price
Mr Knowles Mr Woods Mr Face Dr Refshauge
Mr Langtop Mr Yeadon Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan
Mrs Lo Po Tellers Mr Gibson Mr Rumble
M£ k/lyan(%:ere m ?ﬁggoggn Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully
P Ms Hall Mr Shedden
Noes, 45 e et
Mr Beck Mr O'Earrell Mr Hunter Mr Watkins
Mr Blackmore Mr D. L. Page Mr lemma Mr Whelan
Mr Brogden Mr Peacock?a Mr Knowles Mr Woods
Mr Chappell Mr Phillips Mr Langton Mr Yeadon
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Photios Mrs Lo Po' Tellers
Mr Cochran Mr Richardson Mr Lynch Mr Beckroge
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon Mr McBride Mr Thompson
Mr Debnam Mr Rozzoli
Mr Ellis Mr Schipp Noes, 45
Ms Ficarra Mr Schultz
Mr Glachan Ms Seaton Mr Beck Mr O'Earrell
Mr Hartcher Mr Slack-Smith Mr Blackmore Mr D. L. Page
Mr Hazzard Mr Small Mr Brogden Mr Peacocke
Mr Humpherson Mr Smith Mr Chappell Mr Phillips
I\D/lrr "igfrfféﬁan hICArrsSgl:(r)lrsle Mrs Chikarovski Mr Photios
; ; Mr Cochran Mr Richardson
Mr Kinross Mr Tink Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon
Mr MacCarthy Mr J. H. Turner Mr Deb Mr R i
Dr Macdonald Mr R. W. Turner roebnam f R0zZOll
Mr Merton Mr Windsor Mr El_l's Mr Schipp
Ms Moore Tellers Ms Ficarra Mr Schultz
Mr Oakeshott Mr Fraser Mr Glachan Ms Seaton
Mr O'Doherty Mr Kerr Mr Hartcher Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hazzard Mr Small
Pairs Mr Humpherson Mr Smith
) Mr Jeffery Mr Souris
m: Egglgt hlclrrACr(r)TI]IiSrgrsong Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone
Mr Tripodi Mrs Skinner Mr Kinross Mr Tink

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Mr Hartcher:

On a point of order. The
honourable member for Bulli has the right to speak
in reply.

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton

Ms Moore
Mr Oakeshott

Mr O'Doherty

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor
Tellers

Mr Fraser

Mr Kerr
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Pairs penalties that apply to the offence of supplying, and
to supplying larger quantities of drugs in particular.
Mr Knight Mr Armstrong
Mr Nagle Mr Collins The first problem is that the legislation is more
Mr Tripodi Mrs Skinner likely to catch small-time user-dealers who may be
dealing just to support their own addiction, rather
Question so resolved in the affirmative. than catch the big-time operators. User-dealers are
likely to be the most visible and the most readily
Motion agreed to. detected by police surveillance tactics, and that is
significant because the proposed penalty is very
DRUG MISUSE AND TRAFFICKING severe. Offenders dealing in small amounts will be
AMENDMENT (ONGOING DEALING) BILL liable to a penalty currently reserved for the supply
of commercial quantities. The 1997 report of the
Second Reading Standing Committee of Attorneys-General, which
dealt with this very problem, concluded that while
Debate resumed from 2 June. an ongoing dealing offence needed to be created to

catch bigger operators who deliberately seek to
Ms MOORE (Bligh) [12.40 p.m.]: Drug avoid the system, it should be accompanied by a
misuse and trafficking is an important issue for mydefence for user-dealers so they can escape unfairly
electorate of Bligh. In the 10 years that | havepunitive penalties.
represented the area my office has never had so
many complaints about crime and safety issues as it However, the bill provides for the offence but
has had in the past six months. In Kings Cross andoes not provide for the defence recommended by
Potts Point business people and residents athe Attorneys-General committee. As such, the
distressed by the overt drug dealing and stregheasure would fail to target the big dealers, the
violence, and by threats and intimidation fromsource of the problem, and would be unjustly harsh
intoxicated and drug-addicted people. People canntad user-dealers, the victims of the problem. The
sleep at night because of the noise of drunks ansecond flaw in this legislation is its legal
drug addicts in the streets. Anyone who complains isndorsement of entrapment. In his second reading
threatened and bottles are thrown at them. speech the Minister for Local Government said that
police would use surveillance and undercover work
In Woolloomooloo, worsening car break-ins,to detect when the required three offences had been
vandalism and drug dealing are causing anger armbmmitted by any one person before making an
distress. People who report incidents to police gedrrest, because making an arrest after only one or
bricks thrown through their windows. In two offences would allow the offender to wait out
Darlinghurst there are numerous complaints abouhe 30 days before dealing again, and thus avoid
soliciting on residential streets and near schoolsougher penalties. In practice, police can use
Parents are concerned about their children's safetijscretion in their pursuit of offenders. That does not
on their way home from school and about themhave to be put into legislation, and it is a dangerous
walking past prostitutes. In Oxford Street there hagrecedent to do so. This legislation will also work
been a spate of hold-ups of shop owners at knifagainst existing arrangements under which offenders
point. Some staff are so traumatised they will novho are charged can come clean on other offences
longer work there. As the member for Bligh | amand have them cleared. If penalties are increased,
confronting these sorts of issues on a daily basimffenders will not admit to other recent offences.
Most of these problems relate to drug activity and
drug crime, so | am very interested in this bill. My third concern about this legislation is that
it creates an offence that is inconsistent with the
| note that the bill follows on from a tenor of the Act it amends. Since the Act ranks
recommendation of Commissioner Wood from theoffence severity in terms of drug quantity supplied,
police royal commission. | support efforts to combathe proposed amendment creates an inconsistency by
drug dealings on the streets and to enable police facreasing penalties according to frequency of
target effectively big-time dealers who deliberatelyoffending. To apply that provision consistently
avoid harsher penalties. However, | do havevould involve increasing penalties for all offences
concerns about this legislation, given the venthat are committed repeatedly. The legislation needs
serious problems facing residents of Bligh electoratéao be amended. Therefore, | call upon the Attorney
In his second reading speech the Minister for LocaGeneral to amend the proposed legislation to ensure
Government said the measure is targeted at dealdfst a scale of maximum penalties related to drug
who arrange their activities to avoid the harsheguantities will be applied, rather than just one
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extreme penalty, thus bringing the measure into linand the harm associated with it must be
with the rest of the Act that it is amending; to multifaceted. We must target supply and we must
safeguard out-of-proportion penalties for dealers dfarget demand. On the side of demand, it is
smaller quantities; and to create a defence for useimportant to examine both education and
dealers against the harsher penalties, aghabilitation. | am happy to be corrected by the
recommended by his own committee just last year. Government if | am wrong on this, but it is my
understanding that health expenditure in the budget
| also call upon the Government to putis not giving the right message. It is important to
resources into effective preventive measuregjive the right messages in relation to the grants and
Adequate resourcing is needed to enable regulaubsidies being made to various groups.
uniform police patrols, particularly in areas with a
high incidence of street violence and drug-dealing | note that the national campaign against drug
activity, such as Darlinghurst, Kings Cross,abuse was allocated $3.5 million in last year's
Woolloomooloo, Oxford Street and Surry Hills. Thebudget. The Government spent only $3.348 million.
Government also needs to provide adequatEhis year that budget has been reduced to $3.324
resources for the community safety action plan imillion. The campaign represents an opportunity for
launched recently, and which | very stronglythe Government to put money into drugs
support, to enable police to work pro-actively withrehabilitation, which is a responsibility of the
the community and other agencies on localiseiinister for Health. However, it appears that is not
crime prevention strategies. Further, | call uporhappening. Every opportunity must be taken to deal
Parliament to look again at effective preventionwith the demand-use equation. | am concerned that
measures for the serious problems that thaot enough is being spent on drugs education. The
community faces through ongoing escalation of drudgponourable member for Bligh has referred to this
use and drug trafficking. Parliament should revisitmatter. The budget allocates a piddling amount for
Commissioner Wood's recommendation to establisaducation on the harms and the risks associated with
safe injecting rooms as a gateway to other drudrug use. Page 4-105 of the budget, within the
addiction treatments and, most importantly, fothealth portfolio, states:
counselling and rehabilitation of young people who

are addicted. The Government is providing a further $1.1 million in 1998-
99 as part of a total program of $5.3 million for an enhanced
Dr MACDONALD (Manly) [12.47 p.m]; | 09 and alcohol stratgg . .
support the hill, which is derived from

.. _Every dollar is welcome, but it should be a sum of
%50 million or $500 million being spent on that

report. The Government is being selective in its
S . ogram. We must educate youngsters about the
support for the commission's recommendations, a . . :

arms associated with drug taking. If the

| find that objectionable. One either believes in this . L .
X o ; i .._Government is to be seen to be real on this issue, it

report, in the work put into it, and in the merit of its : .
. . needs a consistent approach on both sides of the
recommendations, or not. However, given the

. . . .~ equation. Commissioner Wood was clear in his
politics of this place, contentious recommenda‘uonaisﬂnction between the drug trade and drug use. We
for injecting rooms or heroin trials have been '

; . .~ have to make that distinction if we are to be mature
selectively rejected, whereas other recommendations

particularly those that will allow the Government toalbOUt the drug problenjs_fatlzmg the c_ommunlty. At
I : age 224 of the commission's report, in reference to
say it is getting tough on drugs, have bee

. e concept of a war on drugs, the commissioner
selectively supported. That approach shows lack Ospai d: P 9
courage by the Government, and | am very
uncomfortable about it. No dou_bt[ th,e .coalmon ... rhetoric based upon a 'war on drugs' or similar notions, is
WO_UId have qdopted the same position if it were N empty, and incapable of fulfilment. The problems associated
office. Commissioner Wood said at page 229 of his with 'drug use' require a different approach to the issues
report: related to the 'drug trade'. Law enforcement should continue to
aggressively target the drug trade and heavy criminal sanctions

Regardless of the approach taken to the personal use of should be applied to those who supply narcotics.

prohibited drugs, this Commission considers that a need o )
remains for active law enforcement which targets suppliers. Commissioner Wood has put it well. 1 have a very

clear view on drug policy: those who supply should
| agree with that. | am as critical of the Governmenbe subject to criminal sanctions; for those who are
giving selective support to the recommendations asusers—on the demand side—we should hold a
am of it placing undue emphasis on supply sellingeview to determine whether they should be subject
rather than demand selling. The bill is aimed ato criminal sanctions. All of the evidence, including
reducing supply, but any strategy to reduce drug ustae evidence from the Royal Commission into the
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New South Wales Police Service—suggests thatbout supply. He queried how much gain there can
applying a paradigm of criminality and law andbe from tackling the supply side. | am not objecting
order to those who use drugs is not only failing buto this bill, but | am saying that we should keep our
is also doing enormous harm. | have no difficultyeyes wide open and acknowledge the evidence that
with criminal sanctions being applied to those whagouring resources into supply does not work. Surely
supply drugs. In question time in the Housethis bill ought to contain some evaluation clause that
yesterday the issue of Anna Wood was raised. | puyirogress will be reviewed in 12 months.
it to the House that had there been a different
strategy and were there a lack of criminality Commissioner Wood has spoken about the
associated with drug use, Anna Wood may well besupply side and about the enormous profits to be
alive. Her death may have been preventedgained from the drug trade. He has said that the
Assistance was delayed in her case becausisks of detection are not great, particularly
youngsters are discouraged, because of criminaégarding the entry of drugs to this country. He has
sanctions, from seeking assistance. referred to modern techniques of money laundering
and to the ease of movement of funds. Justice Wood
There are lessons to be learned from thahas said that there is absolutely no limit to the
tragic loss. One lesson is that we need to look at theumber of foot soldiers prepared to be engaged in
way in which we deal with drug users. Exactly thethe supply of drugs. Particularly in relation to hard
same thing happened to Tony Trimingham's sorgrugs, he has talked about the need in countries of
who died of a heroin overdose in some back streairigin for continued production. It is important that
because he was fearful of the criminal sanctionsve do not overestimate the likely impact of this hill.
associated with drug use. Tony Trimingham has alsth may not work. We must consider what will
become a champion of reform of drug laws anchappen if we clamp down on the supply side with
policy. | anticipate that a major battle will take placevery heavy sanctions. Will prices for drugs increase
in my electorate over drug policy and drug lawmarkedly? Will the profits being made decrease?
reform. | am very clear about the direction thatWill there be more recruits, more foot soldiers? | do
should be taken. | have no sympathy for those whaot know.
supply drugs; | have enormous sympathy for those
who become victims and become drug users. It is | ask the Minister in his reply to address the
important that we apply the medical paradigm, notjuestions | have raised and acknowledge the need
the law and order paradigm. for an ongoing assessment of the impacts of
legislation. We in this place, particularly crossbench
Making that change in approach will take amembers, have for many years argued the need for a
great deal of courage and it will be very difficult, review of the social impacts of this kind of
but it has to happen. The commission's repoftegislation, both prior to its enactment and
referred to the war on the drug trade, in other wordssubsequently. | foresee some difficulties in the
the war on supply. | support that. However, as lamendments foreshadowed by the Opposition and |
have said, | would like from the Government ashall speak to those later. As | understand it, the
package, preferably a package derived from ®pposition intends to move an amendment bringing
national drugs strategy. Commissioner Woodannabis within the scope of this legislation. | will
emphasised the need for a national strategy ope very interested to hear arguments one way or the
drugs. At page 227 of the commission's report it i®ther on that proposal. | think there are compelling
argued that any move in the direction of drug lawarguments for including and for not including
reform must be made on the basis of a nationatannabis within the scope of this bill. Indeed,
strategy. | agree with that. | want the Government t@annabis is already dealt with in a somewhat
come out not only with strategies that make itdifferent manner in existing legislation. There is also
appear to be tough but with strategies that will reallythe 30-day issue. | will be interested to hear what
go to the heart of the problems in our community. the honourable member for Eastwood has to say

about that.
This bill will enact recommendations 2.31,
2.32 and 2.33 of the commission's report. For that | am not sure why 30 days has been stipulated
reason | support the bill. | acknowledge that itrather than 20 or 25 days. Justice Wood certainly

represents a commitment to that element of thenade his views clear when he talked on page 228 of
commission's report. There are other aspects th#te report about the distinction that needs to be
need to be considered. | ask the Minister what thenade between drug use and the drug trade. | want to
impact of the bill will be. Will it reduce supply? | make it clear that the supply of drugs must remain
do not know. At page 224 of the commission'ssubject to criminal sanctions, and | support the
report Justice Wood raised interesting questionkegislation to that extent. | would like to hear
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someone in this House give some support to The termsupply currently has an extended meaning under the
innovative ways of dealing with demand and with DPrug Misuse and Trafficking Act 198%nd accordingly the

. . new offence will cover the sale of prohibited drugsel( is
users who deal in drugs. Inthat reQard Justice also widely defined at present to include barter, exchange or

Wood said: dealing in) as well as any other act of supply so long as it is
for financial or material reward.
The Commission received a number of submissions urging
that the personal use of prohibited drugs be dealt with as a The new offence can only be prosecuted on indictment, and

medical problem and not as a criminal offenc.. The the penalty for the offence is 3,500 penalty units, (currently
commission considers that a cautious move towards this $385,000) or imprisonment for 20 years, or both. This penalty
approach is well worthy of consideration. is the same as for an offence under section 25(2) of the Act

for supplying a commercial quantity of a prohibited drug (eg
Justice Wood realised the concern connected with 250g of heroin).
the words "associated with criminality". He was
talking about the collateral damage of criminality. 1/ people are to be kept away from drugs and drug
understand that and he understood it. Differen@Puse, drugs must be more difficult to obtain. If

ways of dealing with the demand-user side have t§10se lower down the chain are targeted it will be
be looked at. | support the legislation. harder to recruit sellers at the lower levels. Thus

higher level suppliers will be easier to find. It will

Mr RIXON (Lismore) [1.01 p.m.]: The village 90 right to the top and eventually the people who
of Nimbin is in my electorate of Lismore and | daily are making the huge profits will be gaoled. The bill
come in contact with users of drugs, their familiedakes a step in the right direction. However, | am
and communities closely affected by drugs. Havingxtremely —concerned —about the words "30
been so closely involved, | have come to theconsecutive days”; it may be difficult to catch lower
conclusion that a many-pronged attack is needed dfvel users on three occasions in such a short period
the problem of drug abuse in our society. Theof time. The period should be extended to at least
education processes in schools and in the communi2 months, or perhaps eliminated altogether.
at large have to be looked at. To make people moreannabis should be included in the provisions of the
aware and more responsible for their action®ill. Those who use cannabis will always rubbish all
advertising is used to reduce cigarette use ande medical research and claim that it has not been
controls are put on the use of alcohol. done properly. The truth is that cannabis is

acknowledged as dangerous more and more

Matters that need to be considered ardrequently by people who do not use it.
rehabilitation services to help users to get off drugs;
the restriction of supply; the social conditions which If a person with schizophrenic tendencies
place some people at risk of becoming involved irsmokes marijuana the chances are that those
the drug culture; and various ways and means dendencies will be magnified. It has been proven in
assisting people to understand the difficulties an#nedical research that marijuana seems to melt the
horrors of drug abuse. The bill deals with restrictingnhibitions of many younger users and gradually
supply, and because of the philosophy behind it their decision-making processes are not as sharp or
strongly support the bill. Some changes are neededs well defined as they may have been. The life of
The overview of the bill states: people who use marijuana may well be destroyed in

a number of ways, not the least of which is that

The object of this Bill is to amend th®rug Misuse and cannabis makes them more readily susceptible to
Trafficking Act 19850 create a new wholly indictable offence using injectable drugs.
of supplying prohibited drugs on an ongoing basis.

The provisions of the bill should include
cannabis because cannabis is equally as dangerous
Under the proposed section, a person will be guilty of a gs_any of the other drugs; some people WOUId claim

offence if the person supplies a prohibited drug (other thadt IS €ven more dangerous. My constituents are
cannabis) for financial or material reward on 3 or moreextremely concerned about drug abuse and they
separate occasions over any period of 30 consecutive days. would support cannabis being included in the

_ ] o provisions of the bill. Parents of drug users are often
I will deal in greater detail with "other than fyrgotten. At present | am on a committee that is
cannabis” and "30 consecutive days" shortly. Theyming a support group for parents of drug addicts.
overview further states: The organisation is called "Parents in Pain". It is a
mutual assistance, self-help organisation offering

It does not matter whether the same drug is supplied on eaziw. . . "
of those occasions, and the amount that is supplied (wheth pendshlp and understanding to families who have a

on each such occasion or in total) is not relevant to the&hild inVOlved_in drug f”‘buse- The_ prima}ry. purpose
offence. of the group is to assist them with their isolation,

That is to be commended. The overview states:
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stress and pain by giving them loving support. Thenforcement agencies, the Health Department and
group's secondary purpose is to provide informatiogouth and community services is inadequate.
and education to families and friends.
That lack of funding must be remedied. If

| draw that organisation to the attention of thePeople can be prevented from getting on to drugs
House not because it will |0bby for increasedthe resulting problems which have to be dealt with
penalties but because it will simply give lovingbPy government agencies, families and communities
support to parents who are suffering as a result ¢fan also be prevented. Tony Blair and New Labour
one of their children or a member of their family have set up a successful drug prevention campaign
abusing drugs. Parents and families of drug addict§at provides a focus and a spokesman. The drug
suffer greatly and are often neglected when thé&Xperience in Sweden has resulted in that country
subject of drug addiction is dealt with. Althoughmoving from an extremely liberal position to one of
they may not express an opinion as to whether theﬁﬁlﬂy tOUgh law enforcement. Those who have taken
support a bill such as this, they need oudrugs know the horrors of drug dependency. That is
understanding and support. | strongly support thahat prevention is all about: communicating the
sentiments in the bill, which has to be looked at adfuth about what happens to people who start taking
part of a large package. The whole package canndifugs.
of course, be presented in one bill. However, the
bill deals with restricting the supply of drugs. That | have previously mentioned the experiences of
is an important part of a range of measures that neddic Clapton, the rock star, who asked, "Why is the
to be implemented if the impact of drug abuse in théneéssage not getting through to young people that
community is to be reduced. However, | repeat tha@king drugs is not cool?” The honourable member
the provision relating to "30 consecutive days" is nofor Manly spoke about innovative ways to send out

good enough, and cannabis ought not be excluddfat message. One way is by educating young people
from the provisions of the bill. that taking drugs is not cool, that it is a gateway to

unimaginable torture and horror. People can talk to
Mr KERR (Cronulla) [1.10 p.m.J: | should schoolchildren and to community groups and explain

like to speak briefly in support of the bill, which e effects of drug taking. The Opposition supports
results from the Wood royal commission. | havethe bill but will move amendments to make those

said before that the drug menace is probably thBrovisions more effective.
greatest danger facing our nation today. It is a
menace to which our nation is particularly T
susceptible, given its broad coastline. The bill make%va.nt tp say a few words about this |mport§1nt
sensible recommendations about law enforcement. efg|slat|on, which has sprung from recommendations

will not repeat the sentiments expressed by previOA.%f the Wood royal commission. Chapter 2 of "°'“'.“e
speakers, because the Opposition has indicated 'IISc_)f.the.roy.aI commission report, under"the heading
support for the bill. However, the Opposition wil Difficulties in Current Law Enforcement”, states:
move amendments. Those amendments have beer, 51

circulated and will be dealt with in the Committee

Mr RICHARDSON (The Hills) [1.15 p.m.]: |

The other issue which arises in this context is a
recognition of the difficulties police face in enforcing

stage. In my electorate a group has been set up to
assist addicts and their families. | am pleased that
Judy Gibson, the wife of Jack Gibson, the well-
known rugby league coach, is actively involved in
that group.

Members of this House and members of the
public should be aware of a recent publication
relating to the menace posed by drugs entilBrdg
Precipice authored by the Hon. Athol Moffitt, a
former President of the Court of Appeal, Craig
Thompson, a serving magistrate, and John Malouf, a
former President of the Pharmacy Guild of
Australia. The honourable member for Manly and
the honourable member for Bligh have spoken about
the need for greater resources to be provided for
education. | share that sentiment. The amount
provided in the budget for the funding of law

2.32

the law. Those who deal in drugs are seldom foolish
enough to carry their supplies on their person. Street
dealers in places such as Kings Cross and
Cabramatta leave their working supplies nearby.
When a sale is effected they deliver the commodity
in a quantity generally less than the commercial or
indictable amount. Surveillance on the dealer may
make it plain that he or she is, in truth, selling large
amounts of the drug on a regular basis, yet it is often
effectively impossible to prove a case for supply of
more than a single deal.

Further, in the example outlined above and in similar
situations, if the police identify the location of the
dealer's 'stash' the likelihood is that it will be a place
to which in theory at least, others have access. In
such cases the Crown faces difficulties in proving
possession, in the sense of exclusive physical
control, of the drug. The proof of this element in
supply and possession cases is often daunting and
some police have sought to overcome the difficulty
by lying about the circumstances of the finding.
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Thus, heroin found under a car seat might be saidspecifically excluded from this bill. | shall quote
for the purposes of the brief, to have been on thepriefly from information | collected last year when |

suspect's person. There were many such examples |n
the course of the Commission's hearings. The
frustration for police arising from

these FIX".

was writing my paper on drugs entitled "No Quick

In a document entitled "Marijuana Update

circumstances is such that they may 'solve’ thel996" Janet D. Lapey, an American doctor, said:

problem by ‘loading up' the dealer with a larger
quantity of drugs, or alternatively engage in theft or
extortion to 'punish’ the dealer.

Justice Wood recommended that consideration be
given to amending the Drug Misuse and Trafficking

Act 1985 to create an indictable offence of engaging
in commercial supply. The purpose of that

recommendation was to catch those who are
obviously engaged regularly in the supply of drugs.

They are presently able to minimise their criminality

by holding and dealing in drugs in quantities less

than the indictable or commercial quantity. Recently
| visited Cabramatta and spoke to the police ther
They made it clear to me that in the past that wa
one of the ways in which dealers evaded the ful
force of the law. Drug dealers are street smart. They
have street savvy and clearly understand the ways
in which they can get around the law. Of course,

they use the law to their own ends. The legislation is

welcome because it deals with hard drugs and
amphetamines. The Opposition is concerned that the
bill does not apply to cannabis.

Last year | conducted a survey of my
constituents and found that 80.5 per cent of them
identified marijuana as harmful or extremely

. Marijuana causes many mental disorders, including
acute toxic psychosis, panic attacks, flashbacks,
delusions, depersonalization, hallucinations, paranoia,
depression, and "uncontrollable hostility".

. Increased aggressive behaviour after smoking
marijuana has been reported in inner city males.

. Marijuana has long been known to trigger attacks of
mental illness, such as bipolar (manic-depressive)
psychosis and schizophrenia. It has been shown that
marijuana users are six times more likely to develop
schizophrenia than are non-users.

hat has been well-documented in assault cases in
[ecent years. Dr Lapey further said:

Marijuana use is associated with the development of
Amotivational Syndrome. Often the relationship of
impairments and symptoms to marijuana use
becomes evident only when the user is persuaded to
stop, shows clear-cut improvement in mood and
behaviour, and describes a feeling of "coming out of
a fog".

. Marijuana impairs perception, judgment, thinking,
memory and learning. Memory defects may persist
six weeks after last use.

harmful, a percentage only slightly below that forDr Lapey went on to say:

LSD and ecstasy. In the community there is a clear
understanding that the use of marijuana is

undesirable. The strength of the drug has increased
exponentially over the past decade. That should be
borne in mind by the Government, which recently

moved to decriminalise the possession of five

marijuana plants or up to 4,000 joints, which it
described as a small amount of the drug.

. Marijuana causes both dependence and addiction.
"Marijuana is an addictive dgu. . . Addictive use is
defined by compulsive, repeated use in spite of
adverse consequences. Marijuana's effects include
tolerance, leading to dependence, and then inability
to cease use.

Dr Lapey's words have been strongly supported by

research carried out and reported on subsequently.

The Government denied Castle Hill

High An article in the Australian of 28 June last year

School, in my electorate, the right to exclude twostated:

students who had been dealing in marijuana—one
was buying and the other was selling—in the school
toilets. The Opposition deplored the Government's
decision. In this instance the school should have
been able to set its own fair discipline code and to
abide by that code. All students who attend the
school and their parents clearly understood that the
school is drug free, that the school will not tolerate

drug dealing or the use of drugs on school premise3hat

Chronic users of marijuana may be leaving themselves open to
addiction to heroin and cocan . .

Scientists from the National Institute on Drug Abuse in
Rockville, Maryland, claim to have found a "common

essence" for drug addiction that might result in a finding that
marijuana—at least in some individuals—is an addictive drug.

runs counter to the popular belief that

However, the Government and the Minister formarijuana is a soft drug and that in some respects it
Education and Training saw fit to overrule theis a safer drug than amphetamines, heroin or
decision of the school principal, supported by thecocaine. Indeed, marijuana may cause personality
school council and the parents and citizens, andhanges in heavy users who have a predisposition to
those girls were not transferred to another schookchizophrenia. It has now been revealed that people
Perhaps it is not surprising that cannabis ixan become physically addicted to marijuana,
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particularly in the context of the much stronger,other than cannabis, for financial or material reward
potent strains of marijuana now available inon three or more separate occasions during a period
Australia. Yet the Government still has not seen fiof 30 consecutive days. The bill is based upon an
to include marijuana in this bill. important recommendation of the Wood royal
commission. The new offence plugs a potential
A study conducted by a team from theloophole under the existing law. It targets dealers
University of Cagliari in Italy showed that THC, the who have organised their affairs in such a way as to
active constituent of marijuana, increases braifimit the full effect of the Drug Misuse and
levels of dopamine, a chemical component of th&rafficking Act 1985. Presently, it could be argued
nervous system. That is further evidence of the fadhat dealers who carry small quantities of prohibited
that people can become physically dependent on thidrugs can avoid serious penalties under the Act as
drug. Last year | attended an address by Johile penalty structure is largely based on quantity.
Anderson, a pharmacologist from Westmead
Hospital. He is perhaps the leading authority in The bill differs in crucial respects from the
Australia on the physical effects of marijuana.private member's bill introduced by the honourable
According to my notes he said: member for Eastwood. As has happened so often in
the past, the Opposition's bill was ill-conceived and
Marijuana is not a soft drug. It is fat-soluble, it is not excretedhast”y cobbled together. Despite all the honourable
from the brain quickly. Everything else is. You have onemempers efforts, the overall legal effect of his bill
joint—we pick it up five days down the track. It has a . . .
physiological effect on the brain. People who are hea ould h.ave been nil. The _Govemment '? at-pe.uns to
marijuana users have attention deficit disorder; the blood flovemphasise that an essential plank of this bill is that
to the brain is affected. If you have two joints a week for sixpersons who supply a prohibited drug on three or
months we will find brain disorders five years down the track.more separate occasions within a 30-day period will

There are 61 cannabinoids apart from THC; two of themb ; ; ;
_ ; e guilty of an offence. The 30-day period is based
(CBD, CBM) decrease T-cell counts (affecting the immune gunity y P

system). Yet some people want to give those with AIDsON an appref:latlon of the O_Derat'onal ?‘?Pec"s of
marijuana! It goes to the gonads—affects testosterongnodern policing and the social responsibility that
production—which leads to extra aggression. Malforms spermgoes with government. Put simply, the offence of
Affects the production of normal female hormones. commercial dealing will facilitate and feed into

) ] ) police surveillance and undercover work.
Marijuana in relatively small doses alters the structure of the

genes, including those implicated in ADD. Marijuana has .
between 50 and 75 per cent more carcinogens than tobacco. Members opposite referred to entrapment. The

Government dealt with that issue in the Law
Honourable members will be aware that marijuan&nforcement (Controlled Operations) Act 1997. This
tends to be inhaled by those who do not smokéegislation carefully controls the circumstances in
tobacco. For all those reasons the Governmenvhich police engage in unlawful behaviour because
should support our proposed amendment to includgrcumstances demand this course of action. If
cannabis in the provisions. | am extremelypolice do not bring themselves within the terms of
concerned about the 30-day rule which will applythat Act they risk charges being thrown out of court.
under this bill. As | have said previously, dealers ardhe amendments flagged by the Opposition are not
street smart, street wise; they understand how to gbased on the recommendation of the Wood royal
around the law. Inclusion of that restriction will commission. The three occasions in 30 days formula
result in dealers who have been caught twice navas decided upon after lengthy negotiations and
dealing again until the 30-day period is over. ltconsultation between the Attorney General's
sticks out like a sore thumb that that is exactly whabDepartment and the police ministry, including an
dealers will do. That will render the legislation farexperienced member of the Police Service. The
less effective than would be the case if it did notpolice have been consulted about providing a time
have that provision. The Opposition supports thdérame, and they are happy with it. The current
bil. However, it hopes that the Government will formula is based on the interrelated considerations of
accede to the proposed amendments. making the new law work and maintaining the moral

and social responsibility of government.

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)

[1.26 p.m.], in reply: | thank honourable members The 30-day period is crucial if the new law is
for their contributions to this important debate. Theto work properly. The period is based on an
bill aims to create a new indictable offence ofappreciation of the operational aspects of modern
supplying a prohibited drug on an ongoing basis. Aolicing. Put simply, the offence of commercial
specific provision is to be inserted into the Drugdealing will facilitate and feed into police
Misuse and Trafficking Act 1985 to make it an surveillance and undercover work. The suggestion is
offence for a person to supply any prohibited drugnot that the police will use this power to arrest
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suspects on one or two occasions, thus allowing thect that carry substantial penalties can be triggered
suspect to wait out the relevant time frame. Rathesmvhen a dealer operates in this way. | commend the
it is expected that the police will gather informationbill to the House.

on three or more occasions through surveillance and

undercover work, and only then arrest the suspect.  Motion agreed to.

Otherwise, the new law would not work. In short, if

drug pedlars were on notice, by virtue of being Bill read a second time.
charged or convicted, they would obviously avoid
breaking laws dealing with ongoing drug dealing. In Committee

The second part of the new law is based orschedule 1
the moral responsibility of government. As the law
relies on surveillance to be workable, the police will Mr KERR (Cronulla) [1.33 p.m.], by leave: |
gather evidence to catch criminals and drug pedlarsmove Opposition amendments Nos 1 to 3 in globo:
There is a danger that, without any time limit,
criminals and drug pedlars will continue to ply their No-1  Page 3, schedule 1, proposed section 25A(1), lines 9
. . and 10. Omit "during any period of 30 consecutive
trade while the police seek to gather enough days".
evidence. It is unthinkable for the Government to in
any way encourage the drug trade, however No.2 Page 3, schedule 1, proposed section 25A(1), line 11.
inadvertently. The Government has a real concern Omit "(other than cannabis)".
that drug pedlars could sell drugs such as heroin, No. 3 Page 5, schedule 1, proposed section 25A(10), lines
LSD and ecstasy for months before the police feel 14 and 15. Omit all words on those lines.
they have enough evidence.
I note what was said by the Minister when replying
Under the Government proposal, the policeo the second reading debate. However, it is still the
will have a new weapon to fight the trade in illegalopinion of the Opposition that the words "during any
drugs. Furthermore, under the new law, there iperiod of 30 consecutive days" should be omitted. |
nothing to stop the police from falling back on thenote also what was said by the honourable member
already existing provisions and arresting criminals ifor Manly in relation to a period of 20 days, or
the 30-day period expires. It is noted that the alreadydeed any other period. His is precisely the view of
existing provisions carry substantial gaol andhe Opposition: any time period would be quite
monetary penalties. The bill has been technicallarbitrary. For that reason, "during any period of 30
difficult and has undergone numerous drafts to makeonsecutive days" should be omitted from the bill.
it work. Despite what are no doubt the bestThe amendment will make proposed section 25A(1)
intentions of the Opposition, its amendments risknuch more enforceable. The risk is that if the bill
creating loopholes and allowing drug dealers to rugvere passed in its existing form drug dealers would
free. be able to commit a couple of non-indictable
offences, have a month-long holiday, wipe the slate
The legislation already deals with cannabislean, and then resume their illegal activities.
under a different sentencing structure. The exclusion
of cannabis thus simply extends the logic of the The illegal drug trade is highly organised. We
present system. The flagged amendments to includge not talking about a group of amateurs. Any
cannabis do not differentiate between cannabis aridgislation passed by this Parliament will be studied
other prohibited drugs and thus create an anomaly in detail by drug trade organisers. It seems to me
the penalty structure. If cannabis has to be includedhat the bill as drafted will provide a loophole for
there would also be complications in relation to adrug dealers. For that reason, the Opposition
bifurcated sentencing structure due to the ongoingupports the notion that the measure comes into play
nature of the offence. In other words, it would bewhen three offences are committed in any period. |
difficult to differentiate between, on the one handcannot see any purpose in limiting the period. To do
one offence of supplying cannabis plus two offenceso is to provide an opportunity for the drug trade to
of supplying ecstasy, and, on the other hand, thresontinue with its illegal activities. The honourable
offences of supplying cannabis, and so on. The newmember for The Hills spoke about the dangers of
law does not exist in a vacuum. Rather, it willcannabis. It is the opinion of the Opposition that
complement existing laws under the Drug Misusehese measures should extend to the supply of
and Trafficking Act. No pre-existing offences are tocannabis. For those reasons the Opposition
be deleted. Obviously, existing provisions under theommends the amendments.
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Dr MACDONALD (Manly) [1.36 p.m.]: | Wood clarified what his intention was. | am merely
support the Opposition amendments. Those whapplying an argument that | have consistently
would oppose the amendment to delete the 30-dagpplied—that we need to clamp down on the supply
period are probably not taking into account thabf drugs. If unintended consequences flow from the
juries will be guided by the intent of the legislation. legislation—for example, if there are innocent
Whether a drug supplier is picked up, say, threeictims of it—the jury will take them into account.
times in three or six months, as opposed to threeleavy penalties by way of fines and jail sentences
times in one week or two weeks, is a matter thawill apply at the upper limit, but there is no
will be taken into account. | cannot see a need toequirement for a jury to apply law enforcement
build in a 30-day provision. In fact the Minister's measures in relation to breaches of the Act relating
second reading speech referred to the role of polid® the supply of cannabis.
surveillance and reporting requirements. | think it
would be frustrating if police caught somebody Mr RICHARDSON (The Hills) [1.40 p.m.]:
twice within 30 days but, because a third offencdn my previous remarks | addressed at length why |
was committed outside that period, the police werbelieve cannabis should not be excluded from the
not able to charge the offender under this provisiorprovisions of the bill. | want now to revisit the 30-
| think the inclusion of a time period is being over-day period. The Minister for Local Government said
prescriptive. in his second reading speech:

The cannabis problem is very difficult because The 30-day period is based on an appreciation of the
the penalties in existing legislation suggest a quasi oPerational aspects of modem policing and the social
acknowledgment that cannabis should be treated "SPOnsibiity which goes with government. Put simply—
differently. My view, expressed during the secondI d
reading debate, is that there is no need to make such
a distinction with respect to supply of Illegal druQS’ the offence of commercial dealing will facilitate and feed into
but, rather, th?'t. We need to clamp down on_ the police surveillance and undercover work. The suggestion is not
supply of all illicit drugs. Any person supplying that the police would use this power to arrest suspects on one
these drugs for profit should come within the ambit or two occasions, thus allowing the suspect to wait out the
of the bill. Concern has been raised that small-time relevant time-frame. Rather, it is expected that the police will

. Cre : L gather information on the three occasions through surveillance
cannabis SUpp“erS those supplylng a joint here and and undercover work and only then arrest the suspect. A time

there, perhaps at a party—would be caught by these frame is thus a necessary component of the offence to
provisions, and that that is an wunintended accommodate public health and community safety concerns.
consequence of the inclusion of cannabis within the
provision. The Minister for Local Government seemed to be
saying—as the Minister for Police said in his
One is either serious about reducing supply oreply—that the police will have to wait until they
one is not. | think the supply provisions shouldhave sufficient evidence to have a dealer charged
cover ecstasy, cocaine and cannabis. A morand convicted three times, presumably at the one
discretionary view might be adopted when it comesearing. | have some concerns about that. | wonder
to the demand for and use of cannabis, but that iwhether that will not render the entire bill
not the issue before the Committee. | sought somenworkable. The Minister for Police said that the
guidance on this matter from the report ofdealer could continue to deal while police gathered
Commissioner James Wood. However, his commentsvidence. If the police were to operate in that way
were somewhat equivocal, and did not help me tenat would be correct, but if police were to arrest a
clarify the issue. He spoke about the need to applylealer and charge him twice, presumably at the very
law enforcement measures to the supply side, and Rfast that would prevent the dealer from continuing
page 229 he said: his noxious trade. | would have thought that would

be to the benefit of policing and the society and not
The Commission considers that a need remains for active laggainst our best interests.
enforcement which targets suppliers.

0 not think it is simple—

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
[1.43 p.m.]: | have listened with interest to the

. . contributions of members and | believe there is a
Law enforcement should continue to aggressively target the

drug trade, and heavy criminal sanctions should be applied tmisunderStanding: The Oppogition has SUQQeSted_ that
those who supply narcotics. if the words "during the period of 30 consecutive

days" were to be deleted, the penalties would apply
So Justice Wood made the distinction betweeto a person who supplies a prohibited drug on three
narcotics and cannabis. | do not think Commissionesr more separate occasions at any time over a

But at page 224 Justice Wood said:
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number of years rather than within a maximum ofpedlars will continue to ply their trade while the
30 days. The Opposition must understand that that @olice continue to seek to gather enough information
a trigger. We are talking about police surveillance. Ito enable them to lay charges. | believe there may
a person under police surveillance is observed to doe a misunderstanding about the bill.
a deal on one occasion, that person could be
prosecuted for selling a prohibited drug on that one Mr KERR (Cronulla) [1.47 p.m.]: | do not
occasion. The bill provides a time frame withinthink there is a misunderstanding. As the honourable
which people who sell drugs can be prosecuted bsnember for Manly said, there is no shortage of foot
the police. This is not conviction-based; there is naoldiers supplying drugs. The Opposition seeks to
requirement for three convictions. When evidence oflelete the time frame. We are talking about a highly
three offences of supply is obtained, the offendeorganised trade that does not involve dealers simply
will face a penalty of 3,500 penalty units orgoing from one State or capital to another after a
imprisonment for 20 years. period. The Opposition seeks to remove the 30-day
period, and to have the full force of the law apply if
The Government expects the police toa third offence, particularly a non-indictable offence,
prosecute if they find evidence that over a period ofs committed. However, the Opposition seeks to visit
45 days or 50 days or two years a person haseavier penalties because the supply of drugs is a
supplied once or twice. The aim of the bill is tocommercial activity, as the honourable member for
increase the penalty for a person who supplies thrédanly said. | am sure that everyone would want
times within 30 days; that person will incur a fine ofoffenders to be dealt with in the most severe
3,500 penalty units or imprisonment for 20 years. fashion. We are not talking about addicts on the
am aware of the Opposition's motivation, but | dodemand side; we are talking about people on the
not think it has looked at all aspects of the bill. If asupply side. Very often those people engage in such
person supplies drugs on one occasion, | expect tlaetivity purely for monetary gain. The Opposition
police to prosecute that person. If a person is cauglppreciates what the Minister has said but persists
on three occasions in 30 days, he or she will incur avith its amendments.
fine of 3,500 penalty units or imprisonment for 20
years, which is a lengthy gaol term. Dr MACDONALD (Manly) [1.48 p.m.]:
Further to the point raised by the honourable
The bill relates to operational measures ananember for Cronulla, 1 do not understand what the
was considered by the Attorney General, amMinister has said. Much of it was aimed to confuse.
experienced member of the Police Service and m&o | went back to the second reading speech, which
However, no-one should be under anyclearly provides that it is an offence for a person to
misapprehension about the bill. Supplying drugs is aupply any prohibited drug on three or more
very serious offence. Supplying drugs once or twiceeparate occasions during a period of 30 consecutive
is serious, but the Government believes that if alays. That provision also appears in the legislation. |
person supplies on three occasions in 30 days, tltkaw the Minister's attention to page 230 of the
person should pay a fine of 3,500 penalty units or beoyal commission's report, where this matter is dealt
sentenced to imprisonment for 20 years. Thavith by Commissioner Wood. The commissioner
Opposition proposes that that provision be deletedpoke about amending the Drug Misuse and
Such a measure would, unwittingly, enable peopl&rafficking Act to create an indictable offence of
who are smart and commit an offence on one or twengaging in commercial supply, with a view to catch
occasions in 30 days to escape police prosecution. those suppliers who are obviously engaged in a
regular business of supply, but who at present are
The Opposition's amendment would enableable to minimise their criminality by holding and
those persons to think that they can continue tdealing in drugs in quantities less than the indictable
supply. Suppliers change their usage, their site, thetommercial quantity. | do not see anything in the
method, their retailers and sales people, all the waseport that suggests the imposition of time limits. If
down the line. The Opposition suggests we shouldustice Wood believed they were important, he
say to those people, "We will give you two chancesshould have sought their inclusion. The content of
and don't go for the third." If that were to happenthe second reading speech and what the Minister has
they would disappear. Instead of going to Sydneyheen saying are inconsistent.
they would go to Melbourne. When the police
design a bhill to meet operational needs, the Question—That the amendments be agreed
enforcement of it should be left to them. The billto—put.
targets the major drug criminals. As | said, there is a
danger that without a time limit, criminals and drug The Committee divided.
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Amendments negatived.
Schedule agreed to.

Bill reported from Committee without
amendment and passed through remaining stages.

COASTAL PROTECTION AMENDMENT BILL
(No 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 2 June.

Mr D. L. PAGE (Ballina) [2.00 p.m.]: As the
shadow minister indicated, the Opposition does not
oppose this bill. As a member of the parliamentary
coastal committee, under the previous Government
and for a time under the current Government, | take
this opportunity to place on record some of the
history of the evolution of this State's coastal policy.
It is important to note that a coalition Government
introduced coastal policy in 1990. It was designed to
guarantee public ownership of and access to beaches
and generally to restrict the height of buildings to
four storeys. Former planning Minister Robert
Webster asked the coastal committee to review the
policy as part of an evolutionary process. No
constraints or restrictions were placed on its
deliberations.

The committee formed a task force and
examined a number of issues, including the
definition of "coastal zone". Under the previous
coastal policy "coastal zone" was defined as an area
one kilometre landward and three kilometres
seaward. Under the new coastal policy the definition
is broader and essentially encompasses the concept
of catchment management with greater emphasis on
water quality. Much of the work undertaken by the
previous administration was taken up by the new
administration. The present coastal policy is the
result of that evolutionary process. | congratulate the
committee on its efforts. In particular | thank
Professor Bruce Thom for his chairmanship and
leadership of the committee and for delivering a
coastal policy that essentially protects the coastline
and requires ecologically sustainable development
along the coastal strip.

Although the bill excludes reference to the
central coast, the coastal committee did not
recommend such an exclusion. Concern has been
expressed about the exclusion of the Sydney
metropolitan area but there are arguments that
support that exclusion. However, there is no logic in
excluding the central coast from the policy, given
the continuing population growth of the region. It is
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being put under a lot of pressure. The central coast However, | have some concern about the
needs the protection of an enhanced and broadethod of drawing boundary lines. As | interpret the
coastal policy. | can only conclude that the decisiomprovisions of the bill, the Minister may make a
to exclude the region was to allow approval to bechange, administratively, to boundary lines, if it is
given for a 25-storey building at The Entrance—ardecided—as it inevitably will be—that some lines
approval completely at odds with any coastal policywere drawn inappropriately. One has only to refer to
whether it be that of the previous Government or th&tate environmental planning policy 14 to realise
present Government. It will be a sad day if thethat at some point in time amendments have to be
Government approves the development. made to boundaries. An appropriate mechanism
must be available to facilitate such amendments. |
The decision to exclude the central coastealise that is the responsibility of the Minister, but
reflects badly on the Government and only givesf the definition of "coastal zone" as provided for in
weight to the suggestion that it was excluded tmew section 4 is to be given effect to, the Minister
enable approval of development contrary to coastalill have to amend the Act further. The process may
policy. Reporting procedures are also of someonstrain future governments, particularly in the
concern. In his manifesto prior to the election thecontext of what the coastal policy is designed to
Minister indicated that the newly appointed coastahchieve.
council would be required to report directly to the
Parliament. No such requirement is provided for in The object of the coastal policy is to protect
the bill. The coastal council reports directly to thewater quality and coastal environments. Unless lines
Minister, who may, in pursuance of the provisionson maps have some sensible catchment-based
of the Statutory Authorities Act, report to the purpose, they may be inappropriate, and although at
Parliament. Therefore, the Minister has arpresent it may seem that the purpose of the new
opportunity to intervene in the reporting process ofection is to protect the coastline, there may be
the coastal council, and that is unfortunate. The bilproblems in future. It is often not the best approach
provides for the Minister to appoint members to thedo be too prescriptive with resource management.
coastal council, so that all council members owdhe bill is somewhat prescriptive, particularly
their existence, as it were, to the Minister. having regard to the benefits of satellite imagery
technology, through the wuse of which the
Mr Knowles: Don't you want to be on the Government may wish to redefine coastal zones
committee? because of sand movement in coastal estuaries. The
best solution might be not to include a provision that
Mr D. L. PAGE: The point is, Minister, that only the Parliament may redefine the term "coastal
you appoint the members. Therefore, if you are notone".
comfortable with a recommendation of the council,
you could ask the council to reconsider its position. Has the Government given much thought to
the ramifications of this proposed legislation? The
Mr Knowles: Have | ever done that while you members of the committee have gone about their
have been a member of the committee? task enthusiastically, but has any serious thought
been given to the impact of this proposal? The
Mr D. L. PAGE: You have not. However, bottom line is that the coastal policy is already in
future Ministers may not have the same level oplace. However, it must serve a better purpose than
integrity as the Minister and 1. It would be more making its draftsmen feel good about it. At the end
appropriate for the coastal council to report directlyof the day the Government must be willing to use
to the Parliament, as the Minister promised wouldsection 117 of the Environmental Planning and
happen in his election campaign. | shall summarisAssessment Act if, for example, a council approves
briefly the difference between the two bills. Andevelopment that is not consistent with the coastal
important inclusion in the second bill was thepolicy.
concept of ecologically sustainable development.
Obviously that notion was overlooked when the first At the end of the day the Government has to
bill was being drafted. Another worthy inclusion isrely on section 117 of the Environmental Planning
the provision relating to the nomination ofand Assessment Act in order to give the coastal
environmentalists. | have no difficulty with the policy teeth. | wonder whether this matter has been
Minister choosing one person from three personthought through. If the Government is serious about
nominated by the Nature Conservation Council tomplementing the coastal policy, a number of local
serve on the council. environmental plans across New South Wales would
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probably require amendment. | wonder if theBallina, not only for his participation in today's

Government knows what the impact is going to bediscussion, but also for his valuable and well-

Paragraph (ii) of new section 4A(3) defines "coastalegarded contribution on the coastal committee
zone" as the area one kilometre beyond the tiddluring the past years. As testament to his
limit of a river. | made some inquiries in relation to Commitment and his bipartisan attitude, he and |
the likely impact of this legislation on the coastal@greed some years ago that despite being in
rivers system in New South Wales and | am happ{PPOsition .he should remain as the parliamentary
to acknowledge the assistance | received from thEePresentative on the committee to carry through the
Minister's office in that regard. | have been told thatVerk he commenced when the coalition was in

only one coastal river has no recognised mangrovedovernment. That arrangement has proved to be
non-controversial and constructive.

As honourable members know, "coastal" is

defined as an area beyond the limit of any able t | dertake t d to th
recognised mangroves or, if they do not exist, on varable 1o me, 1 underiake to respond 1o the
specific issues raised by the honourable member for

kilometre beyond the tidal limit of the river. | have allina. particularlv his concerns about resourcin
been told that the Bega River is the only river thatB ina, particuiarly . u urcing
nd administrative matters. | will seek to do that as

does not have mangroves. That being the case, tfil%on as | possibly can, but within the week. | also

impact will probably not be as great as some peOpleIace on record my thanks to Professor Thom, as |

believe. It has been suggested that because of the, . . :
tidal limit Grafton will be in the coastal zone. §'d in-my second reading speech. He has, without

. . - oubt, been a great stalwart of the development of
However, the advice | received from the Minister's 9 X

. : . coastal policy in this State for many years. It is my
office is that that will not be the case. If that is SOintention to ask that he serve as the first chairman of
perhaps we do not have such a problem. | a

d ab heth h v th "he coastal council. He has undertaken to assume
concerned about whether we have really thoughf a4 ole and, in fact, has already started work in

through the impact of this legislation or considered,icination of the smooth passage of this legislation.
the number of LEPs that will have to be amended. once again | thank honourable members for their

Because | cannot do so in the limited time

) ] contributions to the debate and | commend the bill
If the Government is serious aboutig the House.

implementing the coastal policy, proposes to amend

the local environmental plans, and wants the coastal  \otion agreed to.

council to be fair dinkum in its protection of the

coastline, it must provide the coastal council with Bill read a second time and passed through
adequate resources to enable it to do its jokemaining stages.

properly. The coastal council needs a decent

secretariat to support the committee and ProfessaqOURTS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL
Thom, who | assume will continue as chairman; at

least | hope he will. Considerable mapping will have Bill received and read a first time.
to be done and the compliance aspect of the
legislation must be taken into account. Second Reading
As | said, if it is the Government's intention to Mr KNOWLES (Moorebank—Minister for

amend the LEPs, adequate resources will have to lrban Affairs and Planning, and Minister for
provided. In that regard | have been advised that thhousing), on behalf of Mr Whelan [2.15 p.m.]: |
Premier's office may allocate the sum of $380,00@nove:
each year to ensure that sufficient resources are
available. | seek clarification from the Minister That this bill be now read a second time.
about whether that will be the extent of the resource
allocation. Will other government departmentsThis bill was introduced in the other place on 21
contribute resources? If so, how much? Will we bévlay and the second reading speech appears at page
able to support the coastal policy with adequat@5 of the Hansard proof for that day. The bill
resourcing? Those are my concerns. contains a Government amendment which can be
found at page 6 of the Legislative Countiansard

Mr KNOWLES (Moorebank—Minister for proof for 3 June 1998. | commend the bill to the
Urban Affairs and Planning, and Minister for House.
Housing) [2.12 p.m.], in reply: | thank honourable
members who have participated in the debate. In ~ Debate adjourned on motion by Mr
particular | thank the honourable member forHartcher.
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PETITIONS Coffs Harbour Jetty

Governor of New South Wales Petition praying that a platform be constructed
on Coffs Harbour jetty for the purposes of jetty
Petitions praying that the office of Governor ofjumping, received fronMr Fraser.
New South Wales not be downgraded, and that the

role, duties and future of the office be determined Northside Storage Tunnel
by a referendum, received froir Blackmore, Mr
Brogden, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Collins, Mr Petition praying that plans to construct a

Debnam, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr Hartcher,  storage tunnel from Lane Cove to North Head be
Mr Hazzard, Mr Humpherson, Dr Kernohan, Mr abandoned, and that the allocated funds be used to
Kerr, Mr Kinross, Mr MacCarthy, Mr Merton, find a long-term sustainable solution to sewage
Mr O'Doherty, Mr O'Farrell, Mr Photios, Mr disposal, received fror®r Macdonald.

Richardson, Mr Rozzoli, Mr Schipp, Mr Schultz,

Ms Seaton, Mrs Skinner, Mr Smith andMr Tink . Public Housing

Surgical Visiting Medical Officer Dr James Petition praying that the Government protect
the interests of New South Wales public housing

Petition praying that the appointment of Drtenants and defend their rights to housing by
Alan James as surgical visiting medical officer at theetaining and expanding existing levels of public and
Mullumbimby and District War Memorial Hospital community housing; reject the reallocation of
be continued indefinitely, received fromir D. L. Federal Government funds away from the provision

Page of public housing; reject the replacement of rental
rebates with direct subsidies; and undertake not to
Ryde Hospital sell off public housing stock, received frorvls
Moore.
Petition praying that Ryde Hospital and its
services be retained, received fravir Tink . Tresco House Conservation
Land Tax Petition praying that, because of the important

heritage and historic value of Tresco House, the
Petition praying that land tax on the family interim conservation order on the property, covering
home be repealed and that the land tax threshold dhe house and grounds, be made permanent, received
investment properties be doubled from $160,000 terom Ms Moore.
$320,000, received frorvirs Skinner.
Manly Wharf Bus Services
Central Coast Crime
Petition praying that plans to move bus
Petition praying that, because of the increasservices from Manly wharf to Gilbert Park be
in the incidence of crime on the central coast, courtabandoned, received froBr Macdonald.
impose tougher penalties and that adequate policing
be made available to the region, received frivn Transrapid Australia Superspeed MagLev Train
Hartcher.
Petitions praying that the Transrapid Australia
Surry Hills Area Policing Superspeed MaglLev very fast train project be
supported, received fromMr Harrison, Mr
Petition praying that police foot patrol numbersMcManus, Mr Markham, Mr Rumble and Mr
in the Surry Hills area be increased and that &ullivan.
permanent police van be located in the Taylor
Square area, received frolts Moore. Moore Park Light Rail System

Moore Park Passive Recreation Petition praying that a light rail public
transport system be established to serve sporting
Petition praying that Moore Park be used forvenues and the Fox entertainment centre at Moore
passive recreation after construction of the EasterRark, received fronMs Moore.
Distributor and that car parking not be permitted in
Moore Park, received frorivis Moore. [Notices of Motionk



PETITIONS 4 June 1998 ASSEMBLY 58835

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The notice of motion [Consideration of Urgent Motioiis
of the member for Ermington seems to be out of
order. | ask him to hand the notice to the Chair. | Mr Hartcher:
will give the matter further consideration and, if the
notice is in order, | will allow the member to
proceed at the appropriate time.

PRINTING OF PAPERS

On a point of order. With
regard to the notice for urgent consideration by the
Minister for Education and Training, | draw your
attention to Standing Order 124, which requires that
motions censuring a member be put forward by way

Motion by Mr Whelan agreed to: of notice of motion in general business notices of
That the following papers be printed: motion and not by way of matters for urgent
Half yearly report of the Rail Access Corporation for the consideration. The motion sought to be moved by

period 1 July to 31 December 1997 the Minister for Education and Training is out of

Half yearly report of Delta Electricity for the period 1 July order
to 31 December 1997 ’

Report of the Attorney General's Department for the year
ended 30 June 1997 Mr Whelan: On the point of order. The

Report of the Ethnic Affairs Commission entitled "Ethnic matter is one of urgency. It is for the House to make
Affairs Report 1997" . .

Interim Report of the Independent Pricing and Regulatorythat decision. | should have thought that the
Tribunal of New South Wales entitled Nonourable member for Gosford would have a better
"Benchmarking Local Government Performance inunderstanding of the standing orders. A member or a
New South Wales", dated December 1997 Minister is not precluded at any time, just because

Statistical Return for the By-election held in Electoral : S : : :
District of Sutherland on Saturday 20 Decemberthere is division in this Chamber, from moving that

1997 a censure debate take place.
Summary of Expenditure (under the Forestry and Native
Conservation Act 1995) incurred by the National Mr SPEAKER: Order! At this stage the

Parks and Wildlife Service for the years ended 30y,:..: . .. .
June 1996, 30 June 1997 and the half year ended 3Ii/lmlster for Education and Training has only given

December 1997 notice of his motion for urgent consideration. The
Report of the Technical Education Trust Funds (Technicahonourable member for Ku-ring-gai has also given
and Further Education Commission) for 1997 notice of a motion for urgent consideration. After
Report of the Board of Surveyors for the year ended 3Gy estion time the House will decide which motion

June 1997
Report of the Parramatta Stadium Trust for 1997 should be debated.

Report of Macquarie University for 1997

Report of the University of New South Wales for 1997 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Report of the University of Sydney for 1997

Report of the University of Wollongong for 1997

Report of the Serious Offenders Review Council for 1996

Report of Charles Sturt University for 1997

Report of Southern Cross University for 1997

Report of the University of Newcastle for 1997 ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY PRIVATISATION
Report of the University of Technology, Sydney for 1997
Report of the University of Western Sydney for 1997, Mr COLLINS: My question is to the Premier.

Volumes 1 and 2 . . .
Report by the Attorney General of New South WalesDId the Auditor-General say on theStateline

pursuant to section 23 of the Listening Devices Actprogram last week that the Premier should sell the
1984 for 1996 electricity industry regardless of opposition from his
Report of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory TribunaIALP colleagues because he does not have "any

of New South Wales entitled "Benchmarking Local bligati t ds the Lab t which i
Government Performance in New South Wales-FinaIO igation towards € Labor movement which Is

Report", dated April 1998 superior to [his] obligation to looking after the
Report of the Trustees of the ANZAC Memorial Building interests of the State"? When will he meet that
for 1997 obligation to the people of New South Wales?

Report of the Conduct Division of the Judicial
Commission of New South Wales regarding
complaints against the Honourable Justice Vince Mr CARR: One, | have never in my life
Bruce, dated 15 May 1998 watched Stateline Two, | refer the Leader of the

Reasons of the Honourable D. L. Mahoney, A.O., Q.C.Qpposition to my earlier comments on electricity
regarding the Honourable Justice Bruce, dated 14

May 1998 privatisation.
Response of the Honourable Justice Vince Bruce to the
Report of the Conduct Division of the Judicial Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy

Commission, dated 26 May 1998 .
Report of the Conduct Division of the Judicial Leader of the Opposition to order. The Leader of the

Commission of New South Wales regarding Opposition will remain silent. | call the Deputy

complaints against Magistrate lan McDougall, datedLeader of the Opposition to order for the second
11 May 1998 time.
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CRIME VICTIM GROUPS FUNDING many offenders see themselves as being victims.
During the session at Campbelltown many of the

Mr MILLS: My question without notice is to offenders reconsidered that view and began to
the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and Minister for understand that they had hurt people.
Ethnic Affairs. What is the Government's latest

initiative to make criminals take responsibility for Enough is Enough is working with the most
their crimes? experienced practitioners of justice conferencing and
has recently acquired international endorsement.

Mr CARR: | am proud to announce the Justice conferencing allows for victims of crime to

beginning of a new program in our prisons that willc0me face to face with the man or woman who

see the profits from inmate labour used to suppoommitied the crime. Overseas experience has
victims of crime. shown that this can make a dramatic difference to

both the recovery of the victim and the rehabilitation

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable ©f the offender. With the full support of my
member for Baulkham Hills to order Government, Enough is Enough and other victims
' groups are working to stop the cycle of violence.

Mr CARR: In gaols across the State inmatesTh'S is all about tackling the causes of crime. It is

are employed on a daily basis in furniture makinga‘II about stopping .that cycle of vioIenpe which is a
uniform manufacture, horticulture, light industry, andTEaFure_tpft_our sc(;c:ety. ! app()jlatudbthelglbrfwery an(:
even building fire trucks. Today | can announce thathe!r _|n.|t_|at.|ve an arr:. prlou 0 be able to suppor
profits from prison labour will be used to fund €ir infiative In a practical way.

victims of crime support groups. In the coming year
that will mean $200,000 funding to victims' groups.
One of the first organisations to receive that funding Mr ARMSTRONG: | ask the Premier
is Enough is Enough, a group headed by Mr Ken :

Marslew, who lost his 18-year-old son in a senseles\é\/hether It is a fact that New South Wales public

) . . ector salaries are increasing at a rate of 9.8 per cent
shooting during a robbery in 1994. The group ! ! g P

ready t hools with fioviol per year, which is more than five times greater than
aiready tours schools with an anti-violence programWageS growth in the State's private sector? Is that

. , o phenomenal growth in public servants' pay packets
Enough is Enough is now focusing its energyjeing funded by increased taxes and $500 million in

on the prison system. The group has alreadys to the capital works budget of New South
received development funding of $37,500 for itsy5es?

prison project. The balance of the $100,000 grant
will be spent this coming year. The group will Mr CARR: Here we have it, an honest

confront criminals, forcing them to deal with the gyestion! Yes, under a coalition government police
effects of their crimes. It will be funded by the \yould not be receiving decent pay. Under the
profits from inmate labour. Victims of crime will be ¢qglition nurses—Ilet the word go out, get a circular
teling inmates about the destruction they havgyt to the Labor Council within the hour—would be
caused to families and to neighbourhoods. A pilofienied what | believe to be a just level of pay for

program called the R program—R forthem. | would like to be able to pay nurses more.
responsibility—is already under way. The program

is so named for its emphasis on inmates taking Mr Collins: So you can tax them more.
responsibility for their crimes.

PUBLIC SECTOR SALARIES

Mr CARR: The Leader of the Opposition
The program will also help with reintegration, says, "Cut pay for public servants."
reform and rehabilitation of inmates. Enough is

Enough will be working with prison officers to help Mr Collins: | did not.
them with antiviolence strategies. Ken Marslew has
already visited the Berrima Correctional Centre. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

There he confronted a group of inmates with thanember for Ermington to order.

tragedy of his son Michael's murder. He spoke about

the devastating effect of Michael's death and of the Mr CARR: For teachers the negotiations were
suffering and despair of Michael's friends andough. The Government insisted on productivity
family. He asked the inmates, "Do you understangains, and that has been enforced. Teachers now
the damage you have done to people like me?iave a level of pay that is coming close to being
During a trial of the program in the Campbelltowncommensurate with what they contribute to our
periodic detention centre Mr Marslew found thatsociety.
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Mr Hazzard : What does all that mean? the same tough penalties for bad behaviour as now
exist in New South Wales, at all major sporting
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable grounds throughout the country; police advice can
member for Wakehurst to order. be given to owners or proprietors of sporting
grounds when considering whether to ban a person;
Mr CARR: It means that in New South Wales each jurisdiction designates a police commander as a
the Government wants to pay police, teachers anéison person for transfer of information, including
nurses a decent reward. This is a choice questiomformation about banned persons. This information
The coalition has signalled that it does not believavill be used to exclude such persons from the
that police, teachers and nurses ought to be paiksignated grounds.
decent wages.
Honourable members will recall that in
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable January 1997 | convened a summit in response to

member for Strathfield to order. unsavoury behaviour at a one-day cricket match at
the Sydney Cricket Ground. Co-operatively, all
SPORT HOOLIGANISM interested parties discussed the problem and positive

solutions to bad behaviour at sporting events. | take
Mr McMANUS: My question is addressed to this opportunity to thank the Minister for Gaming
the Minister for Police. What is the Governmentand Racing and the Minister for Sport and
doing to curb sport hooliganism? Recreation for their personal contributions. | ask
them to convey my thanks to their respective
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable departments for the great contributions that have
member for Baulkham Hills to order for the secondbeen made. Representatives were drawn from the
time. major sporting codes, including cricket, Australian
rules, rugby union and rugby league, as well as from
Mr WHELAN: Next week | shall be the police, media organisations, the Department of
attending the Australasian Police Ministers' CounciBport and Recreation and the Department of Gaming
in Wellington, New Zealand. There are a number oind Racing, and the unions.
important items on the agenda, notably, national
uniform firearms laws and further discussion of the After the summit a working party delivered
national heroin supply reduction strategy. New Southecommendations which were swiftly implemented.
Wales has three further items on next week'Those recommendations included: significant
agenda: an update on security arrangements for tliecreases in the police and security presence at
2000 Olympics, criminal records checks of peoplanajor sporting events; advertising at the ground to
applying for visitors' visas, and antisocial behaviouprovide clear information about acceptable
at sporting events. Today | advise the House thdiehaviour, prohibited items and penalties; strict bag
New South Wales will be asking the council tosearches to ensure that prohibited items were not
agree to a co-ordinated, national approach to dealifgrought into the grounds, and changes to the by-laws
with antisocial behaviour at major sporting eventsto enable confiscation; patrols of licensed premises
Bad behaviour at sporting events is unacceptable. ihside the ground, to minimise intoxication and the
stops sports lovers—especially families—fromirresponsible service of alcohol; a 12-month ban for
enjoying a safe, entertaining day out. Thefirst-time pitch invaders and a lifetime ban for repeat
Government believes that there is need for a coeffenders; giving the Sydney Cricket Ground Trust
ordinated approach to stop sporting hooligans ahe power to ban patrons—or to suspend or cancel
major sporting grounds across the nations. We mushemberships—who engage in offensive behaviour
send a strong message that bad behaviour is not breach the by-laws; increasing penalties for by-
tolerated in New South Wales and is not toleratedhw breaches from $100 to $1,000, with a maximum

anywhere in this country or in New Zealand. $5,000 penalty for pitch invaders.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Before the most recent cricket season |
member for Northern Tablelands to order. launched the campaign known as, "Dkun. .

You're Out". That campaign was launched with the
Mr WHELAN: New South Wales will be assistance of Shane Warne; Greg Blewett; cricket
asking all jurisdictions to amend their relevantlegend and former New South Wales captain and
legislation and administrative procedures so thataptain of the western suburbs team Alan Davidson
each jurisdiction runs a 12-month trial of the Newfrom the Sydney Cricket Ground Trust—
South Wales initiatives at designated major sporting
grounds; pitch invaders and other undesirables face  Mr Hartcher: Who will you be voting for?
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Mr WHELAN: It is a secret ballot, but | will Association which delivers 10 per cent pay rises to
be voting for him. Also involved were Alan Taylor, 60,000 bureaucrats during the coming year? Is the
the Surry Hills local area commander. The campaig@®overnment now unable to fund the $230 million
is aimed at reinforcing the tough new approach. Theost of these pay rises and is it trying to back out of
success of the strategy has been clear. In thbe pay deal?

1996-97 cricket season 589 people were ejected

from the Sydney Cricket Ground for drunk and Mr CARR: The answers are: no, no.
disorderly behaviour, including pitch invasions, and
a total of 76 people were arrested. In the following Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

cricket season, in 1997-98, those figures more thamember for Gosford to order.
halved. Superintendent Alan Taylor has advised me
that fewer than 200 people were ejected from the LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION QUEEN'S
cricket ground in the most recent season. That is COUNSEL APPOINTMENT
still too many.
Mr STEWART: My question without notice
| note that the invasion of pitches at one-dayis to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and Minister
matches has all but ceased. One man ignored tlier Ethnic Affairs. What is the status of the missing
warnings. After being charged and convicted heCollins for QC file?
said, "Just don't do it. It's not worth it." That is a
message for everyone who is contemplating similar Mr CARR: On 28 May | spoke in the
action. Police officers have worked extremely wellParliament about how the Leader of the Opposition
with the Sydney Cricket Ground Trust to achieve théhad become a QC.
outstanding results. | have already thanked my
ministerial colleagues. | extend my thanks also to Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
the Sydney Cricket Ground Trust and tomember for Wakehurst to order for the second time.
Superintendent Taylor, Surry Hills police officers,
and other police officers from the city east region Mr CARR: | said that all attempts to locate
for their great season. Only last week ti¥ily the relevant file—for there must be a file on the
Telegraph reported comments made by magistratgnatter—had at that stage proved unsuccessful.
Graeme Henson in relation to the tough new finesowever, | am now able to report to the House that
On hearing a case Magistrate Henson said, "Thosfe file has been found in the State Archives,
penalties seem to have been somewhat effective asp@dged neatly between a list of First Fleeters and
deterrent. It has been a long time since | have seent@e records of the Rum Rebellion. How it got there,
rash of people coming before the court for this type will leave the House to speculate. The file exposes
of conduct.” the appointment of the Leader of the Opposition,
then Attorney General, as a QC as an absolute sham.
New South Wales now has the toughest antitndeed, it is one of the worst examples of conflict of
hooligan laws in this nation. A national approach isnterest and of self-enrichment that this House has
wanted because sporting hooligans are not restricteger seen, although that assessment may change
to New South Wales. In December last year 16fvhen the files required to be released by the
people were ejected from a one-day game at thgiinister for Agriculture are presented to the House.
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Similar reports of badBear in mind what John Fahey said about the magic
behaviour have arisen in other jurisdictions includingetters "QC" in 1992. He asked:
the Western Australian Cricket Association
ground—WACA—and in New Zealand. Next week, Why is a barrister twice as good overnight upon appointment
New South Wales will seek in principle support asa QC so that $2,000 turns into $5,000?
from all jurisdictions. We are leading the way in
saying no to hooliganism at sporting events. | urgdhe file explains the inexplicable: how, after being
my colleagues from the other States to join withat the bar for only three years, the honourable
New South Wales to stamp out this sort ofmember for Willoughby became a Queen's Counsel.

behaviour Australiawide. The file shows that in October 1991 the President of
the Bar Association submitted a list of names to the
PUBLIC SECTOR SALARIES then Attorney General, who was Peter Collins. Note

that there were 22 names on the list. Of those 22

Mr PHILLIPS: My question without notice is barristers the least experienced had been at the bar

directed to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, andfor 12 years. They were nominated in accordance
Minister for Ethnic Affairs. Did his Government with the application rules of the Bar Association,

enter into a consent award with the Public Servic¢hat is, the names had to be submitted by a certain
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date, they had to be accompanied by a curriculum Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
vitae which included fields of practice, and they hadnember for Ermington to order for the second time.
to be submitted by the president of the bar. There
were 22 names submitted on time by the president ~ Mr CARR: Interestingly, the letter is undated.
with curriculum vitaes attached. Hey presto! His name goes to the Executive Council
and he is a QC—not on the list recommended by the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Bar Association, as he implied: 22 names on the list
member for Davidson to order. | call the Deputythat went to him and 23 names on the list that left

Leader of the Opposition to order for the third time. his office.

Mr CARR: There were 22 names submitted to Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
the Attorney General, and one would expect that agember for Vaucluse to order. | call the honourable
the recommendation reached the Executive Coundifeémber for Vaucluse to order for the second time. |
there would have been 22 names on the list—that @&ll the honourable member for Wakehurst to order
the logical explanation. But while 22 names werd®r the third time.
submitted by the Bar Association to the Attorney _ .

General, it will surprise the House and the press that M CARR: In his letter the Leader of the
the number of names submitted by the Attome)ppposnmn attempted to advance the fiction that the
General to the Executive Council had beeﬁme QC stays with the office and does not leave the

augmented. Instead of 22 names there were 23 office with the person who holds it. Of course, he
' " has never adhered to that principle. The House can

What was the twenty-third name? It was Pete ay to the Leader of the Opposition, "Give the title
Sack. You never earned it."

Edward James Collins. The next question that aris
is: was that name accompanied by a curriculum
vitae, as the other 22 were? The answer to the
qguestion is, no. The next question logically

following is: was the name submitted on time in the

usual way? The answer is, no. The third and fin
guestion is: was it made on the recommendation

PUBLIC SECTOR SALARIES

Mr SOURIS: My question without notice is
ddressed to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and
inister for Ethnic Affairs. Will public servants in
The Department of Energy who currently enjoy

the' bar? The answer 1s, no. The c.urlosny IS tha&verage salaries of $67,700 receive pay rises of
while Peter Collins was the twenty-third entry to 9%1most $7,000, which will bring their average pay

to the Executive Council, When the list emerged h?)acket to more than $74,000 a year? In view of the
was number one on the list, and | am told they; 5 \yeek pay rises awarded to New South Wales
ranking was not alphabetical. How could thalyorers how can the Premier justify giving his
happen? How might it have come about, especiallyreaucrats increases of $128 per week?

as according to Australian Associated Press reports

last Thursday the Leader of the Opposition claimed Mr CARR: How can the Deputy Leader of
that the Bar Association had to approvethe National Party justify sitting in this House when
appomtments and, by |.mpI|cat|on, had approved hisye |0st $50 million of taxpayers' money on Luna
His name appeared without any record of approvabark? Someone said to me the other day, "Just as

by the Bar Association. well he was a qualified accountant. Imagine how
_ . _ . much he would have lost without the qualification."
Mr Collins: Lies. You lie. You are a liar. | will seek the relevant information from the

Minister for Energy.
Mr CARR: Lies, lies, lies, he says. Just to

show who is telling the truth and who is lying, the COMMUNITY SERVICES FUNDING
Government will release the document. The file that

was wedged down in the archives between the Mr LYNCH: My question without notice is
records of the First Fleeters and the arrest rate of th&ldressed to the Minister for Community Services,
rum corps reveals it all. A letter from Peter CollinsMinister for Ageing, Minister for Disability

to the then Premier, Nick Greiner—it is a lovely Services, and Minister for Women. What has been
letter, a sobbing letter, a sincere letter from Petethe response to the increase in community services
Collins to the then Premier, Nick Greiner—saysfunding outlined in the 1998-99 budget?

"Let me make myself a QC." In all the files in the

archives of the State there is none more touching Mr Hartcher: On a point of order. | submit
than that of the now Leader of the Opposition. that the question is out of order, consistent with your
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ruling, Mr Speaker, disallowing the question by thethousand sackings, a quarter of its offices closed,
member for Vaucluse last week. You will recall thatchild protection gutted, staff morale absolutely
the honourable member for Vaucluse asked ahattered. | cannot put it better than ti8ydney
guestion of specific detail which anticipated debatéorning Herald did a few weeks ago when it said
on the appropriation bills now before the Housethat the origins of the crisis in DOCS can be traced
This question is of specific detail relating to theto the disastrous policies of the Greiner Government.
appropriation in the estimates for the Department othe task of rebuilding DOCS after the wholesale
Community Services. It is not a general question; itlestruction by the last coalition government is hard
is a specific question on appropriation. It is specifido comprehend; but that is exactly what we set out
to this Minister, her department and herto do, because as a Labor Government the wellbeing
appropriation. In line with your ruling | ask you to of our children and families is at the forefront of our
disallow the question. concerns. It is almost beyond belief to me that the
last Liberal-National Government got rid of every
Mr Whelan: On the point of order. It has child protection specialist in DOCS. | repeat: the
been a longstanding tradition of this House thatoalition got rid of every child protection specialist
members can ask questions to elicit information. Thin DOCS.
honourable member is incorrect for two reasons:
firstly, because of a ruling on page 7 Becisions of The people who specialise in saving the lives
the Chair which states, "A question seekingof beaten and brutalised children were sacked to
information about matters that may be debated osave money. That is what the coalition did; but the
consideration of the Budget or the Estimates doe§overnment is putting them back. The community is
not infringe the rule prohibiting anticipation of taking note of the massive effort of rebuilding
debate"; and, secondly and very importantly, théindertaken by the Carr Government in this crucial
same sort of question was asked yesterday. area. The effort is appreciated. Tuesday's budget
boost of a massive $27 million to DOCS child
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The question is in Protection activities brings the total the Government
order. will spend on this work in the coming year to $89
million. This is a massive increase of 82 per cent on

Mrs LO PO": On Tuesday when the Treasurerwhat was spent in 1994-95—the last year of the
said that the 1998 State budget puts families first, hgoalition government. The Government in its three
meant all New South Wales families, including thos¢/éars in office has increased child protection
forgotten or ignored by coalition governments botreXpenditure by 82 per cent.

State and Federal. The New South Wales Council of ) )

Social Service is one of the most trenchant critics of ~ Across the board in DOCS and the Ageing and
all governments on social policy matters—andPisability Department the Carr Government is proud
properly so. It is a very vocal advocate for its sectof0 boast that this year it will spend $1.258 billion,
and few governments can add praise from Ncoswhich is $359 more than the budget in the final year
to their list of achievements. However, on Tuesdaff the Fahey Government—a huge increase of 40
evening | was most gratified to hear NCOSSPer cent. The $131 million boost across the
Director, Mr Gary Moore, utter the words, "we departments in my portfolio—$91.2 million for
welcome" in regard to the major funding boost forPOCS alone—has been very well received in the
community services in the budget. | was alscommunity. People are glad that the Government has

delighted to read a media release from thdackled the huge job of rebuilding DOCS and

ACWA—which stated: | am proud to be a member of the Labor
Government which has set DOCS well and truly on

The increase in the budget of the Department of Communitfn€ road to recovery.
Services is welcome and shows the Government is listening to

groups like ACWA ... We were pleased to hear about the DEPARTMENT OF SPORT PERFORMANCE

money for prevention announced two weeks ago under the

Families First initiative. This is the kind of thing ACWA was . . . .
calling for... and atlast we seem to be building a Mr HAZZARD: My question without notice

comprehensive range of services to meet the future needs b directed to the Minister for Sport and Recreation.
children and families. Did the Australian Quality Council conduct a secret

assessment of the Department of Sport and

It is an undisputed matter of record that when thdRecreation last year which rated the department's
Carr Government took office in 1995 it inherited aown ability to provide leadership, policy and
Department of Community Services that could besplanning as low as 10 per cent? Given that the
be described as a smoking ruin—more than #inister so often talks about the pursuit of
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excellence in sport, when will she pursue someabsolute jubilation about the latest budget increase in
excellence in her department? recurrent funding for the health system of $303
million. Health funding has been increased in every
Ms HARRISON: This question is from an Labor budget. Since Labor came to office it has
expert on sport who could not pronounce the namimcreased the health budget by $1.3 billion—the
of Hockeyroos player Alyson Annan, on which hegreatest increase any State has ever seen, and it has
set himself up to be an expert. This question is fronhappened only under a Labor government.
an expert in sport who wished the Swans luck in
getting into the final four, when there happens to be We are investing a record amount of money in
a final eight. This is the first question on sport thatour public hospitals and health services. So it is not
this expert has asked, and it took him a long time tgurprising that the headline in yesterdayaily
come up with it. | will seek clarification and report Telegraphstated "Record spending to cure hospitals"

back to the House. and that theSydney Morning Heraldheadline stated
"Funding holds the lia ... $303m counters the
Mr HAZZARD: | have a supplementary private fallout". The budget announcement has been

question. Having in mind the gravity of the welcomed by doctors and nurses. When the coalition
assessment provided by the Australian Qualityvas in government it wanted to cut their pay.
Council, what specific steps will the Minister take toDoctors and nurses know that Labor is on their side.
address these concerns?
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
Mr Clough: On a point of order. When a member for Georges River to order.
member asks a supplementary question it is to be
based on the reply given by the Minister. This Dr REFSHAUGE: The honourable member
guestion was not. for Georges River should be very happy about that.
Her colleagues will remind her about what she was
Mr Collins: On the point of order. This is doing when she was a member of that area health
patently ridiculous. The supplementary questiorboard.
obviously relates to the question asked earlier. It is
logical. It is a supplementary question. Given that Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
there is no requirement for relevance, thamember for Georges River to order for the second
interpretation of the standing orders does not servéme.
this House well.
Dr REFSHAUGE: The General Secretary of
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the the New South Wales Nurses Association, Sandra
Opposition has put his point of view, but theMoait, said:
member for Bathurst is correct. A supplementary
guestion must arise from the answer given by the The State Government, at least, appears to understand the
Minister to the original question. | have interpreted community wants the public health system properly funded.

the standing orders in that way since | have been the )
occupant of the chair, and | do so again. | uphoIoShe added that if the Commonwealth Government

the point of order. was prepared to pull its weight to the same extent as
the State Government the New South Wales public
1998-99 BUDGET HEALTH INITIATIVES health system would be $470 million better off. The

New South Wales branch of the Australian Medical

Mr GAUDRY: My question without notice is Association—an organisation that has never been

addressed to the Deputy Premier, Minister foknown to be affiliated with the Labor Party—has
Health, and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. What welcomed the increase in health funding. The State

has been the community response to healtRresident of the AMA, Associate Professor Peter
initiatives outlined in the 1998-99 budget? Thursby, said that the Government had reflected
community concerns by making health a priority

Dr REFSHAUGE: In the short time available Nitiative in the 1998-99 budget. He said:
I will inform the House of the overwhelming _ _

\ . Despite the pressure resulting from the Federal Government's
support for the Carr Government's fourth budget in inadequate hospital funding offer, this year's budget shows the
regard to health. The response has been absolutelysiate Government is maintaining its commitment to public
fantastic. Those glowing reports are not surprising hospitals and health services.
because the Carr Government truly is putting
families first. In health we are putting families first The doctors and nurses are saying, "Big tick,
by putting patients first. Across the State there igamilies first, Carr Government delivers."” The Carr



5822 ASSEMBLY 4 June 1998 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Government is determined to try to insulate New Mr SPEAKER: Order! If members want to
South Wales against the mean-spirited, irresponsiblenduct personal conversations they should do so
Federal health cuts. Against the background of cutgytside the Chamber.
by Canberra, this State has had to increase funding
to address growing pressures on our public hospitals.  pr REFSHAUGE: | am a little disturbed by
Across  Australia public hospitals are facingthe constant barrage of honourable members
plummeting private health insurance levels, aRpproaching the honourable member for
ageing population and increasing costs of newurrumbidgee, who is keen to speak shortly on a
technology. motion about putting One Nation last. The
. . . honourable member for Murwillumbah, the
On top of the increases in recurrent fundingy,onoyraple  member for Coffs Harbour, the
the C?(” ]!_abotr)ll Gc;]verqm?nt IS bundr:ng Sup ey onourable member for Lane Cove, the honourable
netwqr ot public ospitals across the State. ember for Monaro and the honourable member for
massive capital works.program is under way. AGosford have all whispered in the ear of the
further round of capital works programs WasIgonourable member for Murrumbidgee, who should

ann_ounC(.ad in_the .1998'99 budget. A range o e allowed to speak as he has something worthwhile
projects in metropolitan Sydney has been stronglyo say. He is one National Party member who has

welcomed. | turn now to Sutherland Hospital. Thethe uts to stand up for decenc
headline in today'sSt George and Sutherland Shire 9 P Y.
Leader reads "Hospital to get $79 mill rebdil. . . ] .
thrilling news for ward staff". Alongside the article Mr Hartcher. - On a point of order. The

is a very large picture of nurses and other health/l'n'ster for Health has strayed well beyond the

workers at the hospital who are absolutely thrilled'SUbJ(aCt matter of the question qnd 'S how engaging
with the Government's announcement In across-the-table banter with the honourable

member for Murrumbidgee. He is not addressing his
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable remarks through the Chair and he is not answering

member for Georges River to order for the thirgth® question.
tme. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of
Dr REFSHAUGE: The big difference Order.
between Labor and the coalition is that the former o
coalition Government never included that project on ~ Dr REFSHAUGE: It is important to
the capital works program, although it talked abouf€cognise that the honourable ~member for
it. | looked through the capital works budget paperdMurrumbidgee is honest, trustworthy and decent,
issued by the former coalition Government but tha@nd is prepared to stand up for decency in Australia.
project was not included in any of them. Labor has'he Government supports 100 per cent his views
delivered, because that project is included in th@bout One Nation. | did not realise that tist
capital works program. The project is signed and>eorge and Sutherland Shire Leader a Fairfax
sealed, and it is being delivered. The Government igommunity newspaper. Fairfax has not necessarily
committed to building health services. | remindgiven us a good time every day. The Government is
honourable members that the honourable member fépntinuing to build a whole range of hospitals
Sutherland has had some experience with Sutherlatidroughout the length and breadth of this great State.
Hospital. She was in league with the Deputy LeadeFhis year $40 million will be spent on the new $96
of the Opposition to try to privatise the maternitymillion Blacktown hospital, $6.8 million will be
ward at Sutherland Hospital. And the Deputy Leadespent on the $85 million Macarthur strategy, and
of the Opposition still wants to privatise our public $27 million will be spent on the $61 million Nepean
hospitals. development. These Labor initiatives are delivering
to the west. This budget brings great news to
Mr Phillips: Patients do not go there anyfamilies and communities across country New South
more; they go to private hospitals. Wales. A headline on page 6 of yesterdaPaily
Telegraph reads, "Country reaps bonanza." The
Dr REFSHAUGE: Here he is: "Privatise the article states that the Carr Government is pouring
hospitals!" That is what the Deputy Leader of themillions of dollars into rural health, including an
Opposition wants to do. The Government hasllocation for Maitland Hospital and $13.6 million
committed $14.4 million to upgrading the emergencyor John Hunter Hospital in Newcastle.
services and operating theatres at Royal North Shore
Hospital, and a $3 million community health centre Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of

will be built at Ryde. the National Party to order.
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Dr REFSHAUGE: The budget makes a $62.5 Mr PHUONG NGO REMAND CENTRE

million allocation for redevelopment of clinical VISITORS
services at Wollongong Hospital. The former
coalition Government left a massive hole in the Supplementary Answer

ground at Wollongong Hospital. The old silk

opposite left a hole in the ground at Wollongong Mr DEBUS: | wish to provide the House with
Hospital where it should have had a new C"nicalsupplementary information in connection with a
Services blO,Ck' Labor mgde sure that. those ne‘é{uestion asked yesterday by the honourable member
clinical services were built. As the Minister for for Monaro. The honourable member claimed that
Agriculture points out, the Leader of the Opposition,two Federal members of Parliament last Thursday

Peter Collins, Q.Cf did not make himself an MDvisited inmate Phuong Ngo. | am advised that the
when he was Minister for Health! New ambUIanceGeneral Manager of the Metropolitan Reception and
stations will be provided at Tanilba Bay, Morisset g P P

and South West Rocks. | am sure the local membeRremand Centre, John Dunthomne, has checked gaol

will put One Nation last because he is a good loca omputer _records from 15 March up until yesterday
member. and can find no record of any visit by Mr McLeay

or Mr Grace or, indeed, any other member of

The Newcastle Heraldheadline on the health Pariiament.

budget was "Coast is 'top priority’." We are still
waiting for the honourable member for Gosford to Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
thank us. The article detailed that $11.6 million will member for Pittwater to order.
be allocated to new capital works for two new
community health centres and a new day surgery Mr DEBUS: Inquiries of the office of Mr
unit for families on the central coast. TheMclLeay disclose, as the honourable member for
honourable member for Wyong argued for théMonaro should have been aware, that Federal
provision of those services for a long time. TheParliament was sitting last Thursday and Mr
Government has been able to ensure that hidicLeay and Mr Grace were in Parliament from 8.30
constituents and those in Gosford will now be ablea.m. until 5.00 p.m. Visits at the MRRC must be
to undergo day surgery at the new unit. Yesterdaysooked. Visitors at their first visit must produce
article in the BathursWestern Advocateinder the several forms of identification, which are then
headline "Health Budget up despite Federal cuts&ntered into a biometric identification system using
detailed how this Government has boosted healthn algorithm derived from the visitor's fingerprint.
spending by 4.8 per cent. The biometric identification is checked again on
exit. Visits to inmate Ngo are booked in the normal
Of course, | could not forget the Orangeway. No special treatment has been extended to any
Central Western Daily which ran an unusual of inmate Ngo's visitors, who have been subjected to

headline yesterday, "Families at top of health list.” khe same rigorous identification procedure applied to
cannot imagine where that came from, but it is truegther visitors.

Labor has delivered! Families will benefit first from
a real Labor budget that is committed to health.
Even the most conservative economic writers have
said that the State Government should pe dehvenng COALITION ONE NATION PARTY
funds. Labor has boosted health funding, and is

S : . . A PREFERENCES
rebuilding public hospitals instead of privatising
them.

Questions without notice concluded.

Personal Explanation
[Notices of Motionk
Mrs CHIKAROVSKI , by leave: During an

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Earlier the member answer to a question the Minister for Health listed a
for Ermington commenced to give notice of anumber of members of this House that he said were
motion he intends to move. Having heard part of th@ssociated with One Nation. He included my name
motion | asked him to hand the motion to me toin that list. | totally reject that association. | ask that
enable me to determine whether it was in order. Hansard be corrected to indicate that | have never
have considered the matter and if the membdieen associated with One Nation. | believe his
wishes to present notice of his motion, | will allow remarks were inadvertent, but | ask that the record
him to do so. be corrected immediately.
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COALITION ONE NATION PARTY Mr AQUILINA:  This matter is urgent
PREFERENCES because the members | have mentioned in my
motion should be given the opportunity today to
Personal Explanation clear their names in relation to various statements

that have been made about them, and statements that
Mr HARTCHER , by leave: The Minister for they have made. The matter is urgent because the

Health used my name in association with support gfonourable member for Murrumbidgee should be
One Nation. | inform the House that | categoricallyg'ven the opportunity to tell this House precisely
do not, never have and never will support Oné10W he feels and where he stands.

Nation. | reject that low assertion by the Minister

for Health. Mr Cochran: On a point of order. | ask you

to clarify for the House whether this urgency motion
censures or condemns the members representing the
Monaro, Lismore, Murwillumbah and Ballina
electorates.

CONSIDERATION OF URGENT MOTIONS

Coalition One Nation Party Preferences

Mr SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of
Mr Cochran: On a point of order. The order. That is a point of explanation.
urgency motion censures three members of the
House. Under current standing orders those three  Mr Cochran: On the point of order—
members will not be able to defend themselves
against censure. | ask that you rule that those three Mr SPEAKER: Order! | have already ruled
members be entitled to speak in the censure motiorthat no point of order is involved.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no censure Mr Cochran: Further to the point of order—
motion before the Chair.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Mr Cochran: There is an urgency motion. Monaro will resume his seat.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has ~ Mr AQUILINA: The member for Monaro
given notice of a motion for urgent consideration. Wil have ample opportunity if he wishes later to
clarify his situation and where he stands on this

Mr AQUILINA (Riverstone—Minister for issue, and hopefully he will tell us that he will be

Education and Training, and Minister Assisting thePUtting One Nation last.
Premier on Youth Affairs) [3.18 p.m.]: In moving

that this matter be debated as a motion for urgent Mr Cochran: On a point of order. The

consideration, | wish to change the word "censure§wb“5hed motion given out by the Minister uses the

" " . . word "censures". Therefore he is out of order and so

to "condemns". This matter is urgent because the .
IS the motion.

honourable members for the electorates of Monaro,

Lismore, Murwillumbah and Ballina have been— Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has ruled

) . on that matter. The member for Monaro will resume
Mr Fraser: On a pom.t of order. The Minister his seat. If he again takes a point of order in relation
read to the House a motion that is not the samg, » magter on which the Chair has ruled, | wil
motion about which he gave notice. The motion Ofyirect that he be removed from the Chamber for 24
which he gave notice earlier sought to censurggs.
members, but now seeks to condemn members. |
suggest that the Minister is out of order. Mr AQUILINA:  This matter is urgent
because it is clearly a matter of great public interest
Mr SPEAKER: Order! As | have already and importance, and because of its prominence on
said, the Minister gave notice of a motion for urgenthe front pages of th&ydney Morning Heraldand
consideration. Some time ago | allowed a motion fothe Australian today. An enormous amount of time
urgent consideration to be amended before then talk-back radio has been devoted to this matter
motion was moved. | will allow the Minister to and my motion is designed to clarify where the
proceed. Opposition stands in relation to this matter.
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Mr Armstrong: On a point of order. The Education Funding Cuts
Minister may establish why his motion is urgent but
may not debate the substance of the motion. | put it Mr O'DOHERTY (Ku-ring-gai) [3.23 p.m.]:
to you that he is now canvassing the substance ®fly motion should receive priority over that of the
the debate as opposed to the question of urgencMlinister because it does not deal with the race issue.
Someone of his experience should know better. | askhe motion is not some grubby, shameful attempt to

that you rule him out of order. drag the race issue—
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point Mr Whelan: On a point of order. The forms
order. of the House provide a means by which a member

may make accusations about another. | suggest that
Mr AQUILINA: This matter is of great the honourable member for Ku-ring-gai should read
urgency because no doubt both tAestralian and the standing orders, which the coalition designed. He
Sydney Morning Heraldare holding tomorrow's should use the standing orders that this Government
front pages in order to repeat what they printechas adopted if he wants to attack another member of
today. this Chamber.

Mr Armstrong: On a point of order. | put it Mr SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of
to you that the Minister is now ignoring your order.
previous ruling on a point of order.
Mr O'DOHERTY: The House has to rule on
Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is the priority of these motions and needs to know that
involved. The Minister was in order. this is not an attempt to besmirch honourable
members or drag the race issue through this House.
Mr AQUILINA:  This matter is urgent This is an opportunity for the House to hear the
because, as honourable members are aware, it Minister for Education and Training explain why he
dividing the nation. This issue is also dividing thehas cut $71 million from the school building
coalition, and members of the Opposition should b@rogram since he took over the ministry in 1995.
given the opportunity to come clean. That represents a 35.5 per cent cut to the school
building program in this State—more than one-third.
Mr Armstrong: On a point of order. The The Minister obviously does not care about schools.
Minister is now clearly debating the substance of the
motion as opposed to establishing a case for Mr Whelan: On a point of order. The member
urgency. | ask that you adhere to your previouss defying your previous ruling in relation to the
excellent ruling on this matter. standing orders. He is entitled to establish priority
but he is not entitled to go into the substance of the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is motion. He is doing that. He is being argumentative
straying into the subject matter of the debate. about issues relating to finance, which clearly are
incorrect and are fabrications by him. He cannot
Mr AQUILINA: The matter is urgent becausesustain this argument unless and until he complies
a prominent member of the coalition with first-classwith the standing orders.
ethnic credentials has sent an open letter to the
Prime Minister expressing her feelings on this matter Mr SPEAKER: Order! | have already ruled
and indicating in no uncertain way why she feels— on the point of order.

Mr Hartcher: On a point of order. Urgency Mr O'DOHERTY: To quote the budget
relates to the priority of the motions, not to whethempapers, there have been cuts over the past four years
a member on this side of the House has or has nonder the Labor Party. The House needs to hear
spoken out. The Minister must establish priority. ~ from the Minister, as a matter of priority, why

capital works funding decreased from $201 million

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of under the Fahey Government, to $176 million in the
order. first year of the Carr Government, to $150 million

in the following year, to $129.8 million in the
[Time expired. subsequent year, and to $129.5 million this year.
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Mr Gibson: On a point of order. As the leader
of the House has already stated, the standing orders
were written by the coalition when in Government,
and they are quite clear. What the honourable
member for Ku-ring-gai must do is establish why his
motion is more urgent than that of the Minister for
Education and Training. He is not at liberty to move
into the substance of the motion or to use the five
minutes available to him to have a free kick at
anyone on this side of the Chamber. He must
establish urgency and that is the only thing he is
entitled to do at this stage.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | understand what the
honourable member for Londonderry is attempting
to convey to the Chair. | uphold his point of order.

Mr O'DOHERTY: My motion is urgent
because this is the last opportunity we will have to
debate this issue. The motion requires the Minister
to table, on the next sitting day, the documents that
show why Treasury has told the Government there is
no money for listed replacement works, the most
important category of maintenance identified under
the new maintenance contracts.

Mr Whelan: On a point of order. This is the
clearest illustration that the honourable member is
trying to delay the procedures of this House by
ignoring your ruling. He is clearly ignoring your
ruling. | refer you to the words "Treasury advice"
that he used. His motion states in part:

(b) Under Standing Order 310 requires the Minister for
Education to lay upon the tabl. . .

There is no mention in the motion of the budget
papers. The honourable member is quoting from the
budget papers and is clearly debating the substance
of the motion. He is out of order. Rather than rule
him out of order, | ask that you now direct him to
resume his seat.

Mr O'DOHERTY: On the point of order. |
was not referring to the budget papers but to
Treasury directives, envisaged by my motion. That
motion must be debated today as a matter of priority
so that the Minister can explain why he is cutting
school capital works and maintenance in the
electorate of Ashfield and in my electorate.
Furthermore, Labor does not care about school
buildings. [Time expired

Question—That the motion for urgent
consideration of the honourable member for
Riverstone be proceeded with—put.

The House divided.

CONSIDERATION OF URGENT MOTIONS

Ayes, 47
Ms Allan Mr McManus
Mr Amery Mr Markham
Mr Anderson Mr Martin
Ms Andrews Ms Meagher
Mr Aquilina Mr Mills
Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Clough Mr Neilly
Mr Crittenden Ms Nori
Mr Debus Mr E. T. Page
Mr Face Mr Price
Mr Gaudry Dr Refshauge
Mr Gibson Mr Rogan
Mrs Grusovin Mr Rumble
Ms Hall Mr Scully
Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
Ms Harrison Mr Stewart
Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan
Mr lemma Mr Watkins
Mr Knowles Mr Whelan
Mr Langton Mr Woods
Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon
Mr Lynch Tellers
Dr Macdonald Mr Beckroge
Mr McBride Mr Thompson

Noes, 44
Mr Beck Mr D. L. Page
Mr Blackmore Mr Peacocke
Mr Brogden Mr Phillips
Mr Chappell Mr Photios
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Richardson
Mr Cochran Mr Rixon
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rozzoli
Mr Debnam Mr Schipp
Mr Ellis Mr Schultz
Ms Ficarra Ms Seaton
Mr Glachan Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hartcher Mr Small
Mr Hazzard Mr Smith
Mr Humpherson Mr Souris
Mr Jeffery Mrs Stone
Dr Kernohan Mr Tink
Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner
Mr MacCarthy Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Merton Mr Windsor
Ms Moore
Mr Oakeshott Tellers
Mr O'Doherty Mr Fraser
Mr O'Farrell Mr Kerr

Pairs

Mr Knight Mr Armstrong
Mr Nagle Mr Collins
Mr Tripodi Mrs Skinner

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE knows whether the Marxists are standing. Members
of the Opposition will wait and find out, but we will
not fall into the Government's trap. Suspension is
denied.

Routine of Business

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)

[3.36 p.m.]: | move:

Question—That the motion be agreed
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to permit: {0—pult.
(1) consideration of Government Business Orders of the L
Day Nos 9 (Thoroughbred Racing Board The House divided.

@

©)

4)

Amendment Bill) and 11 (Energy Services
Corporation Amendment (TransGrid Corporatisation) Lo
Bill) before private members' statements are calleo[ln division]

upon;

the postponement of private members' statements Mr Hartcher: On a point of order. Pursuant
until the conclusion of the motion for urgent t0 Standing Order 87 | now call upon you, Mr
consideration of the Minister for Education and Speaker, to state the question to the House.
Training;

the matter of public importance not be dealt with at
this sitting; and

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The question is, That
standing and sessional orders be suspended to permit
the speaking times for the motion for urgent CONsideration of Government business orders of the
consideration to be as follows: day Nos 9 and 11 before private members'
statements are called upon, that private members'

Mover 10 minutes . .
Member 10 minutes statements be postponed until the conclusion of
Member for Monaro 10 minutes debate on the urgent motion moved by the Minister
Member for Lismore 10 minutes for Education and Training, and that the matter of
Me,\;l"utisvr”;?;qbah 10 minutes public importance not be dealt with at this sitting.
Member for Ballina 10 minutes
Four Government members 10 minutes
Reply 10 minutes Ayes, 47
_ Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [3.37 p.m.]: This Ms Allan Mr McManus
is the same _chgrade_ the House went _throu_gh Mr Amery Mr Markham
yesterday and it will be ignored by the Opposition in Mr Anderson Mr Martin
the same way. It is a pathetic stunt. It never works. | Ms Andrews Ms Meagher
would have thought members on the Government Mr Aquilina Mr Mills
side would have learned their lesson by now. They Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
are all very slow learners. T_he Opposmon will not Mr Clough Mr Neilly
play their game. The Opposition will not be caught Mr Crittenden Ms Nori
up in the Government's attempts to play the race Mr Debus Mr E. T. Page
card. It will not allow the Government to make race Mr Face Mr P.ricé
an issue in New South Wales. It will not allow the
Government to try to encourage a debate on race. Mr Ggudry Dr Refshauge
The Government is trying to use every back door, Mr Gibson , Mr Rogan
every little opportunity, to talk about race—not Mrs Grusovin Mr Rumble
about preferences. Ms Hall Mr Scully
Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
The allocation of preferences is not an issue, Ms Harrison Mr Stewart
as honourable members know. It is not an issue, Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan
because no-one even knows who is standing. The Mr lemma Mr Watkins
Government's old friends from the Communist Party Mr Knowles Mr Whelan
may well be standing. The honourable member for Mr Langton Mr Woods
Keira, the honourable member for Liverpool and the Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon
honourable member for Gladesville, all the old Mr Lynch Tellers
lefties, loved the Communist Party. They used to Dr Macdonald Mr Beckroge
walk hand in hand with the Communist Party. Who Mr McBride Mr Thompson
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Noes, 44
Mr Beck Mr D. L. Page
Mr Blackmore Mr Peacocke
Mr Brogden Mr Phillips
Mr Chappell Mr Photios
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Richardson
Mr Cochran Mr Rixon
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rozzoli
Mr Debnam Mr Schipp
Mr Ellis Mr Schultz
Ms Ficarra Ms Seaton
Mr Glachan Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hartcher Mr Small
Mr Hazzard Mr Smith
Mr Humpherson Mr Souris
Mr Jeffery Mrs Stone
Dr Kernohan Mr Tink
Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner
Mr MacCarthy Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Merton Mr Windsor
Ms Moore
Mr Oakeshott Tellers
Mr O'Doherty Mr Fraser
Mr O'Farrell Mr Kerr
Pairs

Mr Knight Mr Armstrong
Mr Nagle Mr Collins
Mr Tripodi Mrs Skinner

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Motion agreed to.

COALITION ONE NATION PARTY
PREFERENCES

Mr

Urgent Motion

AQUILINA

That this House:

@

@

@

(Riverstone—Minister for
Education and Training, and Minister Assisting th
Premier on Youth Affairs) [3.48 p.m.]: | move:

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

(4) further reiterates its call for the Leader of the
Opposition to secure an agreement with the Leader
of the National Party to put One Nation last, and that
each paragraph of the motion be put as a separate
question.

Mr Richardson: On a matter of privilege.
Under Standing Order 88 a member may interrupt
another member to raise a matter of privilege
suddenly arising. This matter has suddenly arisen
because the Minister has moved the motion.
Standing Order 63 provides:

A Member wishing to speak will not be recognised by the
Speaker unless the Member rises and seeks the call. After
being recognised the Member may then speak at the Table or
from their seat.

The suggestion is that all members have a right to
speak in debate. Under the motion that has just been
passed by the House only four members are allowed
to speak—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The vote of the House
to debate the motion moved by the Minister for
Education and Training overcomes any of the
problems presented to the Chair by the member for
the Hills.

Mr AQUILINA: Yesterday in the House the
leader of the coalition again failed to give the people
of New South Wales a clear and unequivocal
commitment that all candidates running under his
leadership will place One Nation last. The leader of
the coalition again failed to repudiate Liberal Party
branches that have indicated they will defy their
parliamentary leader by not putting One Nation last.
Yesterday the leader of the coalition again failed to
announce a binding agreement with the Leader of
the National Party that the coalition parties will put
One Nation last in every electorate. Again the leader
of the coalition failed to announce that neither his

arty nor the National Party will enter into any deals
ith One Nation.

Not only was the leader of the coalition not
prepared to give those commitments, he is now

condemns the member for Monaro, the member fobeing openly defied by members of his backbench.
Lismore, the member for Murwillumbah and the The |eader of the coalition has failed to take action

member for Ballina for their support for a preference
swap with One Nation;

against those members or even to publicly condemn
them. That is the most amazing lack of leadership |

supports the strong leadership shown by the membdiave seen in the 17 years | have been a member of

for Murrumbidgee and the member of the Legislativethis House.
Council, the Honourable Duncan Gay, for their view coglition showed some ticker.

that One Nation should be placed last;

supports the open

letter by the Chinese an
Vietnamese community leaders, endorsed by th

It is about time the leader of the
He and every other
member of this House will have the opportunity to

i\:/londemn the members representing the electorates of

onaro, Lismore, Murwillumbah and Ballina for

Honourable Helen Sham-Ho, to the Prime Minister,their open defiance of the leader of the coalition in
John Howard, calling on him to put One Nation last; their plans to do deals—or, in the words of the

and

leader of the coalition, "grubby deals"—with One
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Nation. In a news release on 12 May the leader of As the Leader of the House said today, every
the coalition said: reasoned person in the State wants the Leader of the
One Nation should be placed last on how-to-vote tickets inOpﬁOSItlr?n to SI’II(OW Somel de?fl’ﬁe C()jf tl‘ustWEI’thlnbeSS
next year's State election. rat_ er than make casual, off-hand remarks a out
doing the best he possibly can, or hoping the
There is no room for racism and intolerance in AustralianNational Party will fall into line. What sort of
politics. leadership is that? Is he or is he not the leader of the
I, "
| am not interested in a grubby preference deal with Onecoa“tlon' Is he the Leader of the Qpposmon, or
Nation. does he pretend to be the leader until the Leader of
the National Party decides he will do something

The politics of One Nation have divided the nation and havegifferent and tells his party to do the same?
caused enormous anguish in ethnic and indigenous

communities. The slack leadership of the leader of the

One Nation has thrived on the politics of division. coalition on this matter stands in stark contrast to
that of other members of the coalition. The
It_i§ my firm view that a Party which thrives on th_e politics _of ramshackle coalition is Split in open defiance of its
division must not be allowed to get a foothold in Australian oo qer  Some members have declared that they are
politics through preference deals with other political parties. . . .
prepared to enter into a pact with the devil, but the
The way to send that clear message is for major politicaleader of the Opposition has remained both silent
parties to place One Nation last on their how-to-vote cards ~and absent. In contrast, | welcome the responsible
comments of the honourable member for
What have the parliamentary colleagues of thélurrumbidgee, who told ABC radio this morning:
leader of the coalition said? What has he done about
it? The honourable member for Monaro said on If | were standing | would not be saying to anybody you‘
WIN news on 2 June that the National Party had put i(r?g\:;arr]::zr:;re you put the Labor Party last because they're
the Labor Party last for 75 years and there was no '
reason for the party to change that practice. The | think as far as the cohesiveness and social structure of
honourable member for Ballina told Lismore Radio, Australia... New South Wales, as | know it, | think One
2NR, "As far as I'm concerned, Labor will be last Nation would be far more divisive than the Labor Party.
because they're the real enemy." When asked
directly if he would put One Nation ahead of LaborThose comments deserve the support of this House
he said "I would." He said, "I don't think Pauline and the colleagues of the leader of the coalition.
Hanson's One Nation Party is a racist party." Thé&imilarly, the Hon. Duncan Gay, a member of the
honourable member for Murwillumbah told NBN Legislative Council and a senior member of the
Television, "l always put the ALP last and will National Party, told the Mike Carlton program on 11
continue to do so." Similarly, the honourableMay:
member for Lismore has declared he will not be

putting One Nation last, in open defiance of his You know Mike from conversations on the air and privately,
leader. you know my own belief that we should not be supporting
Pauline Hanson.

What has the leader of the coalition done to ) ) ) -
pull those members of his parliamentary team intd1e is real leadership material, and the coalition
line? Absolutely nothing! The silence has beershould support the stance taken by Duncan Gay on
deafening, and he is not even in the Chamber tthis matter. The Hon. Helen Sham-Ho should also
participate in this debate. He has not disciplined hi§e congratulated on calling on all political parties,
colleagues or condemned their actions and plan#lcluding the coalition partners, to put One Nation
The leader of the coalition now has the opportunityast. Her call on the Prime Minister to put One
and the responsibility to support the motion toNation last is principled, and it is supported by
condemn the members representing the electoratesroembers on this side of the House. | strongly
Monaro, Lismore, Murwillumbah and Ballina. He endorse the following statement made by the Hon.
can and should condemn them for planning to makelelen Sham-Ho:

a preference deal with One Nation. That is a pact

with the devil, as the President of the Jewish Board The racist politics of One Nation threaten to diminish
of Deputies described it. The people of New South Australia as a nation and our reputation abroad and devastate
Wales need a clear and unambiguous statement, the success of multiculturalism and the process of Aboriginal
followed by action, from the leader of the coalition reconciliation.

that once and for all he and his colleagues—not only Rejecting divisive policies of One Nation is not only in the

a select group of them—will repudiate the One interests of one political party but to the benefit of all
Nation Party at election time. Australians.
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They are the sincere sentiments of the Hon. Helen Mr Armstrong: On a point of order. Mr
Sham-Ho, a prominent member of the ethnicSpeaker, | draw your attention to the terms of this
community and a Liberal member of this Parliamentmotion. It is quite contained, and indeed so far the
A letter from the Chinese and ViethamesePremier has not addressed the purport of the motion
community to the Prime Minister called on him toor any of its four paragraphs. He has not mentioned
put One Nation last. That letter will also have thethe names of the people it seeks to condemn in the
support of members on this side of the House anfirst paragraph.
should have the support of all members of this
House. One Nation is divisive, destructive and Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
damaging. | conclude with the words of the leadeprder.
of the coalition, who said:
Mr CARR: | will come to the members
We must send a clear message that social intolerance espousgrentioned by name; they are not going to escape
by One Nation is unacceptable to the community at large. notice. There is a starting point for this debate, and
The way to send the clear message is for major politicaft is the assumption by the Le_ader of the Liberal
parties to place One Nation last on their own how-to-votearty and the Leader of the National Party that they
cards. could have one message for the city and another for
the country. We are not going to allow that to
The leader of the coalition must stand by his words.happen. If the Prime Minister had spoken out
against Ms Hanson in September 1996, we would
Mr CARR (Maroubra—Premier, Minister for not have heard the statements by the member for
the Arts, and Minister for Ethnic Affairs) [3.58 Murwillumbah and the member for Lismore—
p.m.]: Conservative politics in this country are being
thrown into turmoil by the— Quorum formed. Mr Armstrong: On a point of order. Mr
Speaker, | must again draw your attention to the
Conservative politics in this country are beingterms of reference of this motion. There is no
thrown into turmoil by One Nation. In the mention of the Prime Minister at all.
Queensland State election there has been a nosedive
in coalition support in Brisbane where fewer than Mr SPEAKER: Order! The motion is wide
one voter in four is prepared to vote for theranging. The Chair will allow some latitude to those
conservative side of politics. The explanation forwho wish to speak to the motion.
that is simple: One Nation defines itself as standing
for no more than the First Fleeters. It has attacked Mr CARR: |If the Leader of the Liberal
and assailed Australians who have emigrated here &arty—the Leader of the Opposition in this
whose parents or grandparents emigrated here. It isHouse—and the Prime Minister had spoken out
vicious divisive force. The coalition has beenagainst One Nation when it originally presented
prepared to entertain, as political commentators haveself, we would not be having this debate today. It
united in saying, that John Howard thought Onehas blown up in their faces and they deserve all the
Nation would represent an advantage to thembarrassment and anguish that they are copping.
conservative side. He is prepared to do a deal witlithey are being deserted by voters in urban New
the devil. Meanwhile, in rural Queensland voters ar&outh Wales who see their deal with the devil for
deserting the National Party. And nothing thewhat it is and they are not concerned with what the
harassed Premier of Queensland can do can yahkader of the Opposition might say in a tightly
them back. This is altogether deserved. controlled ethnic press conference. They are looking
at the failure of the Leader of the Opposition to haul
It was John Howard who opted not tothe Leader of the National Party into line and have
condemn One Nation, and the Leader of the Liberghe National Party declare that it will not be
Party in this State was tardy about facing up to himswapping preferences with One Nation. After a week
Debates in the House this week have revealed thaf exposure on this issue the Leader of the National
there was nothing less than a sleazy assumptidParty in this House is not prepared to make the
among the leaders of the Liberal Party and Nationadtatement that would end this debate: a simple
Party of this Parliament that they can say theyeclaration that he will not trade preferences with
oppose Pauline Hanson and One Nation in the cit@ne Nation.
but court her preferences in the country. The
Government is determined to expose and explode The Leader of the National Party can say it
that conspiracy. If coalition members assumed, asHere, in this debate and without equivocation, and
suspect they did, that one could run a campaign ithe matter will be resolved. But he will not say it. In
the city and another in the country— crude political terms it does not disadvantage the
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Government that he does not say it; it simply means Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the
that the National Party will be deserted inNational Party) [4.08 p.m.]: If ever there was a
metropolitan Sydney as the coalition is beingmotion of hypocrisy, if ever there was a motion
deserted in metropolitan Brisbane. Voters understardesigned to waste the time and resources of this
that the Leader of the National Party is prepared t&louse, if ever there was a motion which abused the
treat secretly and tread softly on the issue of Ongrocess of this Parliament, this has to be as good as
Nation, and he will cop the price. If only Johnany that has come before the Chamber in my time.
Howard and Peter Collins had shown leadershighis is nothing more than a shallow sham by the
when it counted and done what they have failed té-abor Party to cover its backside, because it is dead
do—spoken out comprehensively against the menagéared it will end up on the bottom of the ticket.
of One Nation; they should have said on behalf off his is nothing more than an act of hypocrisy. The
the coaliton they will not deal with One Labor Party would not put the Communist Party
Nation—this matter would have been resolved. Wéast, and would not put the Australians Against
would not be engaged in this debate today. JonhRurther Immigration party last. The Labor Party has

Hewson said to the New South Wales Liberal Partyiraded preferences with the devil in the past, in

referring to the national Liberal Party: political terms. Today the Minister for Education
and Training and the Premier are endeavouring to go
The Liberal Party actually tried to get on the back efit through the charade of being all right and pure in

political terms.

that is One Nation—
I make it patently clear that | have no

to ride to the thin electoral advantage. intention, nor does my party, of participating in such
_ _ abuses of the Parliament. Ironically, the Parliament
On another occasion he said: continues to cost the taxpayers of New South Wales

_ _ _ about $100,000 a day while there are people on the
A preference deal is, to me, absolutely appalling. One Natlorétreets with nowhere to sleep tonight many hospitals
hould be put last ion. '
Sould be put fast on every occasion throughout New South Wales are underfunded and

. . the capital works program for Lithgow and District
I make this declaration: | would rather see Labor, ospital, Wyalong and District Hospital and

preferences flow to any National Party member oﬂrmidale and New England Hospital have been

this _Cha_mber, or any Natiqnal Party Candi_dat%elayed for two years. There are insufficient funds
outside it, and see that National Party candidatg, pay the bills of the butcher and the baker in the
elected than have Labor Party preferences flow 10 on4rtment of Health and threats have been made to
member of One Nation. That is absolute and iS 3.t telephone services in hospitals in the central

point of principle with me. | would rather see one of\yact vet this Government makes a mockery of the
the legitimate political parties on the Conservativeparliamentary process.

side of Australian politics succeed than have this

miscreant political force that rides on racism The Minister for Education and Training, who
directed at Aborigines, migrants and people Ofs |eering, moved this motion in an attempt to cover
Jewish heritage gain any currency. his inadequacies. The motion is nothing more than a
time-filling sham because the Government knows
Why cannot the Leader of the National Partythat it will lose office in 10 months, at the next State
in New South Wales say that he will have no truckglection. | shall dwell on that point. Political
under any circumstances, city or country, with Onesrategists know that a party does not allocate its
Nation? Why not make that declaration? He coulgyreferences until after the nomination process is
have done it last week, he can do it now—but heompleted. Any parliamentary strategist knows that.
will not. Before too long there will be not one When the Minister for Education and Training, the
citizen of this State unaware of the failure of thehonourable member for Hurstville, the honourable
New South Wales coalition, its leadership and it$nember for Cabramatta, the honourable member for
membership to take a stand on this matter, with on®he Entrance, the honourable member for Swansea
or two decent exceptions such as the Hon. Heleand the honourable member for Lake Macquarie
Sham-Ho and the honourable member fonominated to come into Parliament they distributed
Murrumbidgee. | wish Liberal members would standheir preferences after the period for nominations
up to a leader who is prepared to allow the Nationatlosed.
Party to engage in a secret understanding with One
Nation hoping, wrongfully, that it will offer a Mr Aquilina: One Nation will always be last,
political advantage. as the Premier told you.
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Mr ARMSTRONG: The Minister has been Mr ARMSTRONG: The honourable member
last for a long time. To put it simply, for more than for Cabramatta is the last person to talk. She should
80 years the National Party has distributed itde talking about the crime and drug problems in her
preferences after nominations have closed and thleectorate. She knows that thousands of people are
preselection process has been completed. Coalitidao terrified to be on the streets of Cabramatta as a
members have no intention of participating anyesult of the Government's ineptitude.
further in this sham. We have no intention of being
party to abuses of the parliamentary process and Ms Meagher: The racial violence has been
resources being wasted while there are people in thestigated by One Nation and you support it.
community in real need, there are traffic jams in the
city, the people in the Monaro continue to suffer the Mr ARMSTRONG: So much for this
impact of the drought and small business isionsense. | make it perfectly clear that coalition
strangling to death under the pressure of higimembers are about to withdraw from the Chamber. |
workers compensation premiums— shall make an appropriate statement at the

appropriate time.

Mr Aquilina: On a point of order. The Leader
of the National Party appears to be confused. Thisis @ Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [4.16 p.m.]:
not a debate on the budget. The terms of my motioffhat was another sterling performance by the Leader
are precise and deal specifically with the preferencef the National Party. Once again he has totally
swap with One Nation proposed by members of thisbrogated his responsibility as leader of the National
House, and with statements made by the Hon. HeleParty by failing to give an indication of his position
Sham-Ho and the honourable member foon One Nation. On 19 April he came into the
Murrumbidgee. Chamber and told the people of New South Wales

that he could not give an indication of his position

Mr Hazzard: The Speaker said the debateon One Nation until the redistribution process was
was wide ranging. completed. And that has almost been finalised. The

honourable member hid behind the skirts of the

Mr Aquilina: Mr Speaker, | ask you to bring redistribution. However, he has nothing to hide
the Leader of the National Party back to the leave dbehind today, and he is still not prepared to give an
the motion. Although the debate may be widendication of his position on One Nation. He is not
ranging the Leader of the National Party should noprepared to guarantee that the National Party will
refer to State infrastructure. not transfer its preferences to One Nation to help

One Nation candidates get elected to the New South

Mr ARMSTRONG: On the point of order. In Wales Parliament.

view of the Speaker's ruling that the debate may be

wide ranging, | am seeking to elucidate the Yesterday the Leader of the Liberal Party tried
background to the material | am presenting to théo water down a motion that asked him for a
House. commitment that the coalition would put One Nation

last at the next election and in all future ballots. He
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | have already ruled tried to amend the wording so as to give a
on the point of order. The Leader of the Nationalcommitment to multiculturalism. That is not good
Party is in order. enough. He should have put his money where his
mouth is, but he was too gutless to alienate the
Mr ARMSTRONG: The Minister's point of National Party. The Government agreed to
order, fruitless as it was, indicates once again thimcorporate the wording in the Opposition's
depths to which the Government is prepared to go tamendment as the statement was fair and the Labor
cover its backside. The Government has no policy dParty embraces the principles of multiculturalism.
direction; it simply wants to strangle constructive
debate in the Parliament and to contain any focus by  But the Government wanted to go one step
the broader community, particularly the media, orfurther; it wanted a commitment that the coalition
its ineptitude and inadequacies, and the derelictiowould put One Nation last. And members opposite
of its responsibilities to the electorate. Memberglid not have the guts to vote to include in the
opposite would rather waste the time of theoriginal motion the words proposed by the Leader of
Parliament in an attempt cover their incompetencéhe Opposition. That shows that they are hypocrites
whilst there are people in the community— on this issue. | shall go one step further and
highlight the secret arrangement between the
Ms Meagher: And expose your deal. National Party and the Liberal Party. The Leader of
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the Liberal Party trots around New South Waledis statement of principle on multiculturalism,
saying that he hopes the coalition will put Onetolerance and harmony in our society, but he hid
Nation last. Hope is not good enough. As leader obehind the notion of not being able to do that
the coalition he should have the clout to deliver dbecause he does not know the One Nation
commitment, but he is not able to do so. He allowsandidates. The Premier gave a statement of
the Leader of the National Party to trot around inprinciple today. The people of New South Wales
the bush and not alienate Hanson supporters. Thahould know that the Leader of the National Party is
Leader of the Liberal Party delivered a contraryrunning scared. This issue highlights also that the
message at a secret press conference with the ethhieader of the Liberal Party, as the senior coalition
media. member, has no clout in the coalition. Either he has
no clout or he is prepared to do a grubby, secret
So there are three messages. The first messadeal with the National Party to maximise its position
is that Hanson is okay. The Leader of the Nationaat the next State election.
Party told people in the bush that he is not sure
where the National Party ends and One Nation This side of the House does not embrace the
begins. That is the extent of his policy commitmentolicies of One Nation. All mainstream political
on this issue. The second message comes from tparties should put One Nation last on their how-to-
Leader of the Liberal Party, who is trotting aroundvote cards. We should all make statements that
trying to woo urban voters and sucking up to thepolicies of race, division and intolerance are not
ethnic media. He locked out the mainstream mediacceptable. The political division on which One
because he did not want to be exposed as Mation thrives has effectively turned Australians
hypocrite on this issue. It is fair and reasonable foagainst one another. One Nation has jeopardised
the Opposition to participate in this debate and tdustralia's standing and international reputation as a
give an indication to the people of New Southcountry with a harmonious society. That damage is
Wales that coalition preferences will not help Onebeing done as we speak and is affecting our
Nation candidates to get a toehold in New Soutlinternational trade and reputation. As the member
Wales politics. Opposition members should state thdbr Cabramatta | have a great interest in this issue. |
politics based on fear, division and intolerance areeceive reports of increased verbal and physical
unacceptable in New South Wales, but they will nogssaults against members of the migrant community
do that. They try to utilise the provisions of personabecause the bigots and the racists feel some comfort
explanations under the standing orders to extricateow that Pauline Hanson leads the charge saying it
themselves from being tarred with the One Nations all right to use minority groups as scapegoats for
brush, but they cannot do it as a party or as ahat is wrong in society.
coalition.
That behaviour is not acceptable. The coalition
The Leader of the National Party should heedhould take this opportunity to state that One Nation
the sentiments expressed by his Federal leader amdll not get a toehold in New South Wales because
the Deputy Prime Minister, Tim Fischer, who hascoalition votes will not flow on to become
taken the opportunity to publicly repudiate Hansorpreferences for One Nation. Taking that stand will
and state that any support for Pauline Hanson ishow strength and courage of leadership on an issue
equivalent to tearing up our bread ticket into thethat is above politics and which goes to the fabric of
next century. The Federal Leader of the Nationabur society, that embraces people of all political
Party has a fair understanding of the impact opersuasions and backgrounds. Opposition members
Hansonism on Australia's reputation abroad, and oshould articulate in this House and to the people of
its standing with our Asian trading partners. But theNew South Wales that they do not want a society
New South Wales Leader of the National Party isvhere racism and bigotry fester. Opposition
prepared to jeopardise Australia's reputation at hommembers have passed up that opportunity on three
and abroad. He is prepared to jeopardise theccasions.
National Party's bread-and-butter ticket and put
grubby preference deals for short-term political gain The people of New South Wales should know
ahead of the interests of his National Partywhat the coalition stands for. It is not good enough
constituents. He is prepared also to put the politicaor the honourable member for Lane Cove to try to
advantage of the National Party ahead of Australia'sse the standing orders to make a personal
domestic and international standing. explanation to alienate herself from the failure of the
coalition leader to take a position on the matter. |
The Leader of the National Party has beertommend the motion. | highlight support for the
exposed as an insincere leader. He had tHeonourable member for Murrumbidgee, and Duncan
opportunity today, yesterday and last week to mak&ay and Helen Sham-Ho in another place, for
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having the courage of their convictions, to movewho will pop up as a One Nation candidate in New
beyond their leadership and take a firm stance oBouth Wales before he makes a statement of
this issue. | commend the motion to the House. principle. He will not trade with them, he will not
make a pact on preferences with the devil. He has to
Mr IEMMA  (Hurstville) [4.26 p.m.]: The wait. As the honourable member for Cabramatta
irony of this debate is that Government members arpointed out, a few weeks ago the Leader of the
speaking to an empty Opposition bench. It isNational Party told us that he was waiting for the
particularly ironic because the National Partyredistribution of seats to be finalised. On Tuesday
purports to represent the interests of rural Newhe redistribution was finalised and no changes were
South Wales, a region that is dependent omade to country seats except that Murwillumbah
continued trade with Asia for primary productionwould be renamed Tweed. The draft redistribution
and exports. Much of the economic wellbeing ofthat was released a few months ago remains
country New South Wales and Australia isunchanged and the boundaries are final.
dependent upon exports, trade and a continuing
economic relationship with Asia. The political party The Leader of the National Party did not take
that is supposed to represent those interests not ortlye opportunity today to finally make that statement
is absent from this Chamber but has failed to standf principle that he will not trade with the devil or
up to the overtly racist position of One Nationmake a pact with the devil for preference votes.
because its leader has refused to make a statemd@mtday his excuse is "I have to see who the
of principle, as the Premier again did today, that iindividual candidates are. Wait and see who pops
will not deal or trade with the devil. up, who nominates in Lachlan, Murrumbidgee,
Murray, Barwon or Northern Tablelands." No doubt
No National Party members are present in theve will find out a little closer to March whether or
Chamber waiting to participate in the debate. Theyot they have popped up, and no doubt the excuse
have run away. They are cowering because of Oneill be "Let me listen to what the individual
Nation. As the honourable member for Cabramattaandidates have to say." In seven or eight months
said, the Leader of the National Party often getsime the Leader of the Opposition will tell us that
confused. He told us that on occasions he does ntitere are good and bad One Nation candidates; that
know where One Nation stops and the Nationait all depends on what they have to say. He will use
Party starts. That reveals the true agenda of theny excuse to avoid making the statement of
National Party—to trade with the devil for principle that has been referred to and for that he
preference votes. Anybody who could make such atands condemned.
statement has ignored the things that have been
exposed about One Nation candidates across the This is a two-faced coalition. One face is
country. reserved for the city. The coalition hides behind that
pleasant face and says all the right things about not
One has only to read newspapers to leardoing deals with the devil. But, in the country the
about some of the people who have popped up agher coalition partner shows a different face and
One Nation candidates in Queensland, the lunaticgays "We don't really know where One Nation stops
that have popped up from the extremist neo-nazi anand the National Party starts. Our policies are not all
fascist fringe. Yet the Leader of the National Partythat different. Some former national party members
cannot bring himself to make a statement ofire now One Nation members. It has to do with
principle and, indeed, gets confused between theconomic rationalism. People do not feel secure any
National Party and One Nation. TodaySydney more; people are angry and disillusioned and need
Morning Heraldincluded an article about Mr David an outlet. One Nation is an outlet and we cannot be
Summers, the One Nation candidate for the seat #o hard on them. We have to respect their right to
Noosa. The article referred to a long interview in thespeak." All those excuses have been used.
magazine Exposurewhen he said that Pope John
Paul sold cyanide gas to the nazis in Germany and  They are excuses from a two-faced Opposition
that AIDS was developed by the United States ofhat says and does one thing in the city, but says and
America military for biological warfare. does something different in the country. The
Opposition is led by two individuals who will not
They are the sorts of views of One Nationstand up to One Nation or to those within the
candidates. In that interview Mr Summers said thatoalition parties who want to do deals with the
Pauline Hanson could not say whether the Pomdevil. They ought to congratulate the honourable
Arthur massacre was part of an internationamember for Murrumbidgee and support him. They
conspiracy to disarm the Australian population. Bushould support the Hon. Helen Sham-Ho and the
the Leader of the National Party has to think abouHon. D. J. Gay in the upper House. They should
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close ranks behind those members and condemn tfer those members referred to in the motion to
members representing the electorates of Ballinagxplain their position.
Murwillumbah, Lismore and Monaro for the
statements that have been made. The motion named members representing the
Monaro, Lismore, Murwillumbah and Ballina

If the leaders of the Liberal Party and theelectorates. Each has 10 minutes to address this
National Party had any pretence to strong leadershigouse to correct any ambiguity or misrepresentation.
they would have closed ranks several weeks agdowever, they were acting under instructions. Every
when there was a motion before this House, anchember on this side of the House and those on the
yesterday and today, but they have not. They wanither side witnessed it. They saw those members
to profit by trading with the devil and selling out being stood over. They observed that the honourable
their constituencies. The National Party is supposeghember for Murrumbidgee was stood over during
to represent the economic, social and politicabjuestion time and told what to do, because he stood
interests of rural New South Wales, but there is naip to be counted and said exactly what he feels
economic future without export and trade with Asia.about the One Nation Party. It is unprecedented that
The National Party will not stand up and fight themembers of Parliament of any political persuasion
party that is bent on damaging the interests of rurakould be stood over by their colleagues and told
New South Wales and rural Australia. what to do. One thing that must be said about the

honourable member for Murrumbidgee is that he has

The Deputy Prime Minister, who was athe courage of his convictions and is prepared to say
member of this House many years ago, is aware &jo publicly.
what is happening. One only has to listen to some of
the statements of the lunatics and fruitcakes that are | feel sorry for the Hon. Helen Sham-Ho. She
popping up in Queensland to get an idea of thé&as been outspoken and | fully support what she has
types of lunatics that will pop up during the Newsaid. She has expressed her support for the
South Wales State election, the Federal election anghposition to One Nation. The article that appeared
other elections in this country. That is not enough teast Saturday week in thaustralianwhen this issue
convince the leader of the National Party to comgvas first raised was an outstanding contribution
forward and denounce One Nation. As the Presidefifom the honourable member. It warned the Prime
of the Australia-Israel Jewish Affairs Council, Mark Minister of Australia that he had to take a very
Leibler, said there is no question at all about theough stand. Everyone in Australia wishes that the
widespread association with One Nation of neo-nazi.eader of the Opposition and the Leader of the
anti-semitic and other racist fringe groups.National Party would take a very tough stand on this
Honourable members need only refer to the articlgssue, but they have not done so. The Hon. Helen
about the lunatic David Summers featured in today'sham-Ho, MLC, at least has had the courage of her
Sydney Morning Heraldnd read what he had to sayconvictions. She praised her wonderful heritage and
in an interview in the magazineExposure to the contributions made by her ancestors and the

appreciate Mr Leibler's comments. Mr Leibler alsoChinese people to Australia and New South Wales. |
stated: do also.

The Coalition, with its preferences decision, has suggested that The coalition has ducked it on three occasions
One Nation is more acceptable than the ALP, and that h )

given these people a veneer of respectability they never h:z-hls IS an opportunlty for members opposite to
before. denounce One Nation. They can have as much
opportunity as they want to denounce the members
Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) representing the Monaro, Lismore, Murwillumbah
[4.36 p.m.]: | support what the Minister for and Ballina electorates. They have had an
Education and Training has said in this House. | anopportunity. There was an opportunity for one
amazed that during the course of this debate vempember to speak for 10 minutes. If the Opposition
few members of the Opposition will say anything. Inhad wanted more time, that would have been
fact not one member of the Opposition is going tgprovided. Not one member asked me for more time.
say anything. That is what occurred in the debates dfhe Opposition divided the House on this issue,
18 May and yesterday. Although | was not presentpposed urgency and opposed changing procedures.
in the Chamber at the time, it is my understandingdad the Opposition moved an amendment, | would
that Opposition members not only boycotted théhave agreed to it; if it had wanted more speakers on
motion before the House, they also walked out ofhis issue, of course | would have agreed. But | was
the Chamber. They did so because they are afraid given no such indication. If members opposite want
confront the problem and afraid to speak to thdo speak to the motion | will move to suspend
motion. The standing orders provide an opportunityptanding orders to enable them to do so.
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I will do that immediately after | have lan Armstrong not to bring his four backbenchers to
completed my contribution. We will see whatbook, to tell them to reject One Nation as a party?
honourable members opposite are made of. This
motion calls on the members representing the The House heard from him today. Opposition
Monaro, Lismore, Murwillumbah and Ballina members ran out of the Chamber. They had all the
electorates to explain their actions to this House, topportunity in the world to say a few words, but
say that the allegations are untrue, that they hawvibey all left. They had to leave because they will not
been misquoted or maligned. If the Government hadonfront the problem. They will not confront this
been callous it would have asked the honourableeal moral dilemma of giving One Nation preference
member for Murrumbidgee to restate in this Hous@bove other parties. They do not deserve to be given
what he has already stated publicly, that is, that Ona higher preference. They are doing a deal with the
Nation should be placed last on the coalition's howeevil. The Coalition cannot do a deal with the One
to-vote cards. Nation Party on this issue, for that would be an

outrageous position for the Liberal Party and for the

As | said yesterday, and | repeat, this is arNational Party. The leaders of those two parties
insult. It highlights to me the absolute failure of thehave disowned their own backbench.

Leader of the Opposition, Peter Collins, QC—we
heard about that today—to show guts and leadership  Three or four weeks ago one member of their
in saying whether the Opposition is going to putparty, the Hon. Helen Sham-Ho, went on the public
One Nation first or last. The people of this State daecord and said repeatedly that John Howard had
not want an Opposition leader who merely hopesetter watch out if he thinks the Chinese community
that the National Party will do something. Thesein New South Wales will support him. Those are her
four members—representing Monaro, Lismorewords. By not rejecting One Nation the Liberal
Murwillumbah and Ballina electorates—have beerParty is deliberately working against the great work
given an opportunity to address the House before @one by the Hon. Helen Sham-Ho and other
vote is taken on whether they should be condemnedhembers of the Chinese community. The Chinese
They have foregone that opportunity. They want t&community, the Jewish community and all
do a preference swap with One Nation. Parliamertommunities are now saying, "For goodness sake,
should not allow that to happen. Those memberwill you please show some leadership and give
should be allowed to explain their actions, and ifequality a go in this nation?" The coalition should
those actions are confirmed—and the press clippinggject One Nation and put it last. Do not do shoddy,
and audio tapes all reveal that they have clearly saigrubby deals with the One Nation Party.
they will give One Nation a preference swap—they
should be condemned. Think about Australia. The strength of this
nation, and greatest quality, is its ethnic diversity.

This issue is about leadership. It is aboufThis nation's great strength and capability depend
leadership of the Liberal Party and leadership of theipon people working together, not against each
National Party. Mr Collins portrays himself as theother, in this egalitarian society. | want the
coalition leader. By not showing firm, strong honourable member for Cronulla to tell his
leadership he is demonstrating that membersolleagues that they want to see their leaders
opposite are too inept to be in government. If thedlenying the One Nation Party. Australia is a great
Leader of the Opposition cannot show leadership ooountry. The Liberal and National parties will fail
this issue, which goes to the quality of life of allthis nation if they do not take strong action.
Australians, he is not able to show leadership on anylembers opposite talk about taking strong action on
issue. As the honourable member for Hurstville saidguns and law and order policy, but when faced with
the Leader of the Opposition has one message fonaking a philosophical decision to adopt or reject
the city and a different one for the bush. racism in this country, they choose to embrace it.

The Leader of the National Party has the same Mr AQUILINA  (Riverstone—Minister for
problem. He spoke in this Chamber on 18 MayEducation and Training, and Minister Assisting the
about this very same issue. He spoke for five or siPremier on Youth Affairs) [4.46 p.m.], in reply: |
minutes and said absolutely nothing. He was in gank all of my Government colleagues for speaking
state of denial. He did not think it was a problem,out so strongly in support of the motion. The
and clearly he now faces discontent in his owrPremier, the honourable member for Cabramatta, the
ranks. Four of his members say they will give ahonourable member for Hurstville and the Minister
higher preference to the One Nation Party. He i$or Police have all shown in no uncertain terms why
supposed to be the leader. It is his job. He gets thinis motion is so vital for this watershed in New
pay packet and the publicity. lan Armstrong is theSouth Wales politics. Now is the time for the
Leader of the National Party. If four of his Government to tell the people of New South Wales
backbenchers have said this, what sort of a man isnequivocally where it stands in relation to One
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Nation and to contrast that position with themember for Monaro, as well as various others, had a
despicable, Jekyll and Hyde attitude of thego at him. The honourable member for
Opposition and its stance on One Nation. Murwillumbah was in his ear all the time during
guestion time, making sure that the honourable
When | first moved this notice of motion, an member for Murrumbidgee, who has honest and
attempt was made by the Opposition to have it ruledincere convictions in this matter, was not allowed
out of order because it was a censure motion of fouo speak in this debate, was not allowed to make his
members of the Opposition, namely the honourablsituation plain.
members representing Murwillumbah, Lismore,
Ballina and Monaro electorates, and that they would The Opposition may choose to run out on this
not have the opportunity to respond on their owrdebate, but it will not be able to run out on the
behalf. 1 changed that motion to one condemningeople of New South Wales. There will be a time
those members, in the expectation that they wouldthen Opposition members will have to stand and be
respond in this Chamber on their own behalf. Incounted, a time when a decision has to be made.
fact, the Leader of the House, in moving suspensiolfhe Premier left no doubt about what the
of standing orders to enable this motion to beGovernment intends to do. He spoke with conviction
considered, specifically mentioned that the membem@nd showed true leadership, and he expressed the
representing Ballina, Murwillumbah, Monaro andsentiments of every Government member when he
Lismore should be allowed 10 minutes each in thisaid that it is a matter of conviction for him
House to explain to the public their stance on Ongersonally and for the Government that the Labor
Nation. Party will place One Nation last. The Premier made
it clear that no matter what happens, no matter who
But the Leader of the National Party marchechominates he would place a legitimate conservative
his members out. Like the Duke of Plaza Toro heparty candidate ahead of any candidate who
has led his army out of here and has told them naspouses the racist sentiments of One Nation. That
to participate in this debate. Why? Because he doés precisely what the Premier and the Labor Party
not want to be embarrassed any further by hisvill do.
despicable attitude towards One Nation. What did
the Leader of the National Party offer? He said that It gave me no pleasure to move this motion
the allocation of preferences would be made oncthis afternoon. | abhor the sentiments of One Nation,
they know who is going to nominate for thethe sentiments of racism, the sentiments that have
election. Last week they said it would happen whemeen expressed about our indigenous community by
they knew the boundaries. The Government is nadhe Pauline Hansons of this world and the
asking him to pinpoint Harry, Bill, Tom or Jack, or sentiments expressed about the migrant community
Mary or Jane, for that matter, but it is asking him toof Australia. Those sentiments are abhorrent because
make a statement about placing One Nation last. they defy everything that | believe in and everything
does not matter who nominates, he ought to displathat | love about this multicultural country of ours—
leadership and tell his party that he will place Onea country that has given me, as a migrant son not
Nation last on the ballot paper. That is all he neededble to speak any English, the opportunity to rise
to say. However, as the honourable member fothrough the ranks and become not only a
Hurstville so ably put it in his contribution to this parliamentary representative but the Minister for
debate, the Opposition wants to show one face to tieducation and Training. | am very proud of that
bush and one face to the city. Members of therivilege, a privilege that this country gives us.
Opposition think they will be able to get away with People such as Pauline Hanson and parties such as
it. The people of New South Wales are not thaDne Nation want to take that privilege away from
silly. They can see through the sham, they can sewdinary Australians.
through the Opposition's Jekyll and Hyde stance on
One Nation. This motion goes to the heart of leadership and
government in this State. The Premier has shown
Again | take the opportunity to congratulateleadership. The Government has shown unity in its
the member in the Opposition ranks who has beeactions. What has the Opposition shown? The
muzzled from speaking in the debate today, namelleader of the Opposition did not show his face in
the honourable member for Murrumbidgee. Duringhe debate, he did not even come into the Chamber.
guestion time, after | had given notice of thisFrom time to time people call this Chamber a
motion, not one or two but several members of theowards' castle because of the things people say
coalition got the ear of the honourable member fohere. The Leader of the Opposition is being a
Murrumbidgee, no doubt pressuring him not tocoward outside the castle by not coming into the
participate in this debate. The honourable membeChamber to make his views clear. The Leader of the
for Coffs Harbour had a go at him. The honourableNational Party marched out his troops after



5838 ASSEMBLY 4 June 1998

expressing a few platitudes in the debate. Statements
made by the Leader of the National Party count foprders be suspended—put.

nothing, although they will add to speculation that
the National Party is in bed with Pauline Hanson
and One Nation. The Leader of the National Party
has demonstrated a despicable attitude.

The Leader of the National Party is bringing

conservative role to play in this nation. He is
bringing it to heel. As the Minister for Police said,
the Leader of the National Party wants to make a
pact with the devil—a pact with Pauline Hanson and
One Nation. The honourable member for
Murrumbidgee and Opposition members in another
place have spoken out. The Hon. Helen Sham-Ho
wrote a letter to the Prime Minister on this matter.
Duncan Gay, a National Party member in the other
place, has also spoken out. | am sure that other
Opposition members want to speak out also but they
are not allowed to. Opposition members are being
told not to say anything and that it will be on their

heads if they do. Why otherwise would the Leadefessional orders agreed to.

of the National Party have marched out the
Opposition members who were in the Chamber

honourable member for Wakehurst.

forward and say where they stand? Why do
Opposition
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Question—That

Division called for.

[In division]

standing and

sessional

\ . n Mr Kerr: | seek the leave of the House to call
down his once great party, which has a legitimatgff the division as | have reconsidered the matter.

Leave not granted.

Standing Order 191 applied.

Noes, 1

Mr Kerr

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Motion for suspension of standing and

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The question now is,

when he spoke, the honourable member for Monard,hat paragraph 1 of the motion be agreed to.
the honourable member for Barwon and theParagraph 1 of the motion agreed to.

In accordance with the resolution, the names
Why do we not hear debate from theof the members voting in the affirmative and the
Opposition? Why do Opposition members not com@ames of the members not voting will be recorded.

mentality of the Pauline Hansons of this world andyjith the ayes:

the sentiments espoused by so many of her
followers, such as the sentiments expressed in the
Queensland election campaign? At least some
Queensland Liberal Party members have shown
some guts. The Liberal Party candidate for Ipswich,
Steve Wilson, resigned from that party during the
election campaign following the Queensland
coalition's decision to direct preferences to One
Nation. This debate goes to the heart of Labor
politics, it goes to the heart of New South Wales
politics and it should go to the heart of Liberal Party
and National Party politics also. In this debate the
Opposition had ample opportunity to establish its
credentials, to tell the world that it too will put
Pauline Hanson and One Nation last. The Opposition
refused to do so.T[ime expired

Recording of Names

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
[4.55 p.m.]: | move:

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to
provide for the names of members voting for the ayes in

each of the paragraphs in the resolution to be recorded and
the names of those members not voting to also be

recorded.

Ms Allan

Mr Amery
Mr Anderson
Ms Andrews
Mr Aguilina
Mrs Beamer
Mr Beckroge
Mr Clough
Mr Crittenden
Mr Debus
Mr Face

Mr Gaudry
Mr Gibson
Mrs Grusovin
Ms Hall

Mr Harrison
Ms Harrison
Mr Hunter
Mr lemma
Mr Knowles
Mr Langton
Mrs Lo Po'
Mr Lynch

Mr McBride

members not reject the derangedhe following members were recorded as voting

Mr McManus
Mr Markham
Mr Martin

Ms Meagher
Mr Mills

Ms Moore
Mr Moss

Mr Neilly

Ms Nori

Mr E. T. Page
Mr Price

Dr Refshauge
Mr Rogan

Mr Rumble
Mr Scully

Mr Shedden
Mr Stewart
Mr Sullivan
Mr Thompson
Mr Watkins
Mr Whelan
Mr Woods

Mr Yeadon
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The following members were recorded as not votingThe following members were recorded as not voting

Mr Armstrong
Mr Beck

Mr Blackmore
Mr Brogden

Mr Chappell
Mrs Chikarovski
Mr Cochran

Mr Collins

Mr Cruickshank
Mr Debnam

Mr Ellis

Ms Ficarra

Mr Fraser

Mr Glachan

Mr Hartcher

Mr Hazzard

Mr Humpherson
Mr Jeffery

Dr Kernohan
Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The question now is,

Mr Oakeshott
Mr O'Doherty
Mr O'Farrell
Mr D. L. Page
Mr Peacocke
Mr Phillips

Mr Photios
Mr Richardson
Mr Rixon

Mr Rozzoli
Mr Schipp

Mr Schultz
Ms Seaton
Mrs Skinner
Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Small

Mr Smith

Mr Souris

Mrs Stone

Mr Tink

Mr J. H. Turner

Mr R. W. Turner

Mr Windsor

Mr Armstrong
Mr Beck

Mr Blackmore
Mr Brogden

Mr Chappell
Mrs Chikarovski
Mr Cochran

Mr Collins

Mr Cruickshank
Mr Debnam

Mr Ellis

Ms Ficarra

Mr Fraser

Mr Glachan

Mr Hartcher

Mr Hazzard

Mr Humpherson
Mr Jeffery

Dr Kernohan
Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton

Mr Oakeshott
Mr O'Doherty
Mr O'Farrell

Mr D. L. Page
Mr Peacocke
Mr Phillips

Mr Photios

Mr Richardson
Mr Rixon

Mr Rozzoli
Mr Schipp

Mr Schultz

Ms Seaton
Mrs Skinner
Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Small

Mr Smith

Mr Souris

Mrs Stone

Mr Tink

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor

Mr SPEAKER: The question now is, That

That paragraph 2 of the motion be agreed toparagraph 3 of the motion be agreed to. Paragraph 3
Paragraph 2 of the motion agreed to.

In accordance with the resolution, the names

of the motion agreed to.

In accordance with the resolution, the names

of the members voting in the affirmative and theof the members voting in the affirmative and the
names of the members not voting will be recorded. names of the members not voting will be recorded.

The following members were recorded as votinghe following members were recorded as voting

with the ayes:

Ms Allan

Mr Amery
Mr Anderson
Ms Andrews
Mr Aquilina
Mrs Beamer
Mr Beckroge
Mr Clough
Mr Crittenden
Mr Debus
Mr Face

Mr Gaudry
Mr Gibson
Mrs Grusovin
Ms Hall

Mr Harrison
Ms Harrison
Mr Hunter
Mr lemma
Mr Knowles
Mr Langton
Mrs Lo Po'
Mr Lynch

Mr McBride

Mr McManus
Mr Markham
Mr Martin

Ms Meagher
Mr Mills

Ms Moore
Mr Moss

Mr Neilly

Ms Nori

Mr E. T. Page
Mr Price

Dr Refshauge
Mr Rogan

Mr Rumble
Mr Scully

Mr Shedden
Mr Stewart
Mr Sullivan
Mr Thompson
Mr Watkins
Mr Whelan
Mr Woods

Mr Yeadon

with the ayes:

Ms Allan

Mr Amery
Mr Anderson
Ms Andrews
Mr Aguilina
Mrs Beamer
Mr Beckroge
Mr Clough
Mr Crittenden
Mr Debus
Mr Face

Mr Gaudry
Mr Gibson
Mrs Grusovin
Ms Hall

Mr Harrison
Ms Harrison
Mr Hunter
Mr lemma
Mr Knowles
Mr Langton
Mrs Lo Po'
Mr Lynch

Mr McBride

Mr McManus
Mr Markham
Mr Martin

Ms Meagher
Mr Mills

Ms Moore
Mr Moss

Mr Neilly

Ms Nori

Mr E. T. Page
Mr Price

Dr Refshauge
Mr Rogan

Mr Rumble
Mr Scully

Mr Shedden
Mr Stewart
Mr Sullivan
Mr Thompson
Mr Watkins
Mr Whelan
Mr Woods

Mr Yeadon
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The following members were recorded as not votingThe following members were recorded as not voting:

Mr Armstrong
Mr Beck

Mr Blackmore
Mr Brogden

Mr Chappell
Mrs Chikarovski
Mr Cochran

Mr Collins

Mr Cruickshank
Mr Debnam

Mr Ellis

Ms Ficarra

Mr Fraser

Mr Glachan

Mr Hartcher

Mr Hazzard

Mr Humpherson
Mr Jeffery

Dr Kernohan
Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton

Mr SPEAKER: The question now is, That

Mr Oakeshott
Mr O'Doherty
Mr O'Farrell

Mr D. L. Page
Mr Peacocke
Mr Phillips

Mr Photios

Mr Richardson
Mr Rixon

Mr Rozzoli
Mr Schipp

Mr Schultz

Ms Seaton
Mrs Skinner
Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Small

Mr Smith

Mr Souris

Mrs Stone

Mr Tink

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor

Mr Armstrong

Mr Oakeshott

Mr Beck Mr O'Doherty
Mr Blackmore Mr O'Farrell

Mr Brogden Mr D. L. Page
Mr Chappell Mr Peacocke
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Phillips

Mr Cochran Mr Photios

Mr Collins Mr Richardson
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon

Mr Debnam Mr Rozzoli

Mr Ellis Mr Schipp

Ms Ficarra Mr Schultz

Mr Fraser Ms Seaton

Mr Glachan Mrs Skinner
Mr Hartcher Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hazzard Mr Small

Mr Humpherson Mr Smith

Mr Jeffery Mr Souris

Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone

Mr Kerr Mr Tink

Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner

Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)

paragraph 4 of the motion be agreed to. Paragraph[4.16 p.m.]: | move:

of the motion agreed to.

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to provide

In accordance with the resolution, the names that Mr Carr, Mr Knight, Mr Nagle and Mr Tripodi be deemed

of the members voting in the affirmative and the
names of the members not voting will be recorded.

The following members were recorded as voting

with the ayes:

Ms Allan

Mr Amery
Mr Anderson
Ms Andrews
Mr Aquilina
Mrs Beamer
Mr Beckroge
Mr Clough
Mr Crittenden
Mr Debus
Mr Face

Mr Gaudry
Mr Gibson
Mrs Grusovin
Ms Hall

Mr Harrison
Ms Harrison
Mr Hunter
Mr lemma
Mr Knowles
Mr Langton
Mrs Lo Po'
Mr Lynch

Mr McBride

Mr McManus
Mr Markham
Mr Martin

Ms Meagher
Mr Mills

Ms Moore
Mr Moss

Mr Neilly

Ms Nori

Mr E. T. Page
Mr Price

Dr Refshauge
Mr Rogan

Mr Rumble
Mr Scully

Mr Shedden
Mr Stewart
Mr Sullivan
Mr Thompson
Mr Watkins
Mr Whelan
Mr Woods

Mr Yeadon

to have been recorded as having voted with the ayes on each
question in Mr Aquilina's motion.

Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [5.17 p.m.]: This

is a farcical situation. For the first time in the
history of the Westminster system the names of non-
voters are being recorded. What is worse, the Leader
of the House is playing stupid games. He has not
recorded and you, Mr Speaker, have not recorded
the names of all the non-voters. The Premier has not
been involved in one single division. His name does
not appear anywhere on thtansardrecord.

Mr Whelan: He was paired.

Mr HAZZARD: There are no pairs. The
Minister moved the suspension of standing orders
and he has no pairs. He knows that. The Premier is
not paired. He has sought to manipulate a division
of this House by taking out the Premier's name.

Mr Beckroge: On a point of order. | advise
that the Premier, the honourable member for
Campbelltown, the honourable member for Fairfield,
and the honourable member for Auburn have been
paired by the Opposition. | have a document in my
possession.
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Mr SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of Government. The Government must govern, whether
order, it is an explanation. or not there is an Opposition.

Mr HAZZARD: The simple fact is that for Mr SPEAKER: Order! What is the point of
the first time in the history of this Parliament in aorder?
racist, silly and facile way, the mob on the other
side, the Government, has manipulated this House. =~ Mr WHELAN: The Parliament would be a
It has taken us to new depths. Government membevery poor place if there were no Opposition.
are sitting there like monkeys. Some of them mayMembers opposite walked out and refused to
be actually thinking that this is not the right way toparticipate in any of the four votes.
run a Parliament and would be concerned about it.
But they have allowed themselves to be sucked in Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
by the Leader of the House. Members of theorder.
Opposition cannot believe that they can sit there like
stuffed dummies allowing these silly antics to take Question—That the motion be agreed to
place. What has occurred is quite simple. As stupid—put.
as it was, it was a suspension of standing orders to
record non-voters. In the last series of divisions was
that the Premier was out of the House, he has not

The House divided.

been paired and, as far as the Opposition is Ayes, 47
concerned, his name has not been recorded.
Ms Allan Mr Markham
If the Leader of the House is fair dinkum Mr Amery Mr Martin
about what he is trying to achieve today he should Mr Anderson Ms Meagher
make sure that the name of each of member of the Ms Andrews Mr Mills
Government who should have been here and should Mr Aguilina Ms Moore
have voted is recorded. If they are not voters, they Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
should have been recorded as non-voters. The Mr Clough Mr Neilly
complete farce that has taken place this afternoon is Mr Crittenden Ms Nori
made even worse when one remembers that there is Mr Debus Mr E. T. Page
and has been an arrangement in this House that late Mr Face Mr Price
on Thursday afternoons members representing Mr Gaudry Dr Refshauge
country electorates can go home. A number of Mr Gibson Mr Rogan
members representing country electorates have Mrs Grusovin Mr Rumble
already gone home. What does this farce prove? Ms Hall Mr Scully
You can laugh. You have made this place a farce. Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
Ms Harrison Mr Stewart
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Honourable Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan
member for Wakehurst will address his remarks Mr lemma Mr Watkins
through the Chair. Mr Knowles Mr Whelan
Mr Langton Mr Woods
Mr HAZZARD: If the Leader of the House Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon
continues to move motions to suspend standing Mr Lynch Tellers
orders and to make up silly rules to get his way, the Mr McBride Mr Beckroge
Westminster system in this Parliament is dead. The Mr McManus Mr Thompson

Leader of the House is contributing to the
destruction of a parliamentary system that dates back
hundreds of years. On behalf of the coalition |

Noes, 25

demand that the Premier's name and the names of Mr Blackmore Mr O'Farrell
the other members who failed to vote be recorded as Mr Brogden Mr Phillips
non-voters. The Government's stupidity should be Mr Debnam Mr Photios
recorded. Mr Ellis Mr Richardson
Ms Ficarra Mr Rozzoli
Mr Whelan : Mr Speaker— Mr Hartcher Ms Seaton
Mr Hazzard Mr Smith
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The standing orders Mr Humpherson Mrs Stone
do not allow any further debate. Dr Kernohan Mr Tink
Mr Kinross Mr Windsor
Mr Whelan: On a point of order. The Mr MacCarthy Tellers
Westminster system is based on the important Mr Merton Mr Kerr

principle of having an Opposition and a

Mr O'Doherty

Mr J. H. Turner
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Question so resolved in the affirmative. 19A Power to examine witnesses on oath etc
. (1) In conducting an inquiry, the Board may
Motion agreed to. examine any witness on oath or
affirmation, or by use of a statutory
Mr Beckroge: On a point of order. | point out declaration.
to the House that the Opposition has taken off all .
. (2) However, the Board may only examine a
pairs. The arrangement was— witness on oath or affirmation if the
member of the Board who is presiding at
Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of the inquiry is a legal practitioner.
order.
3) If:
THOROUGHBRED RACING BOARD (@ the member who is otherwise
AMENDMENT BILL entitled to preside at the inquiry is

not a legal practitioner, and

Second Reading

(b) the Board proposes to examine a
b i witness on oath or affirmation,
Debate resumed from 26 May.
that member is to step aside as the
Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [5.32 p.m.]: | presiding member for the purposes of
lead for the Opposition on the Thoroughbred Racing z?:ct;:g‘fn;”ghs; Qggggrb;"rlﬂe'se’:ar':gti'
Board Amendment Bill. This bill arises from preside at the inquiry.

approaches to the Government by the New South

Wales  Thoroughbred Racing Board seekingyntil a few moments ago, during the shenanigans
clarification of its powers and protections to hearcreated by the Government in the last half an hour, |
certain matters and to vary the appeal process f@nderstood that the Government would not move an
participants in the thoroughbred racing industry. Inamendment to correct this problem. However, | have
July 1997 the board assumed responsibility for theince been handed a sheet of paper that indicates the
control and regulation of the racing industry.Government may move an amendment in the
Honourable members will remember that lanfollowing terms:

Temby, QC, conducted an inquiry and his report

was presented to the Minister for Gaming and Page 3, schedule 1[1]. Insert after line 8:

Racing, and Minister Assisting the Premier on

Hunter Development. (1B) In conducting an inquiry, the Board may examine
any witness on oath or affirmation, or by use of a

. . . statutory declaration.
Certain matters arose which resulted in not all

of Mr Temby's recommendatior)s bging accepted. Hpe Opposition is pleased, on behalf of the
| recall correctly, the Premier intervened andrnaroughbred Racing Board, that after consultation
eventually replacement legislation was introduceghe Government has determined that it is appropriate
that created the Thoroughbred Racing Boardg gmend the legislation and give the board the
Apparently the board was concerned about whethefacessary powers it sought to take evidence on oath
it had power to hear evidence on oath. This bill ing,  affirmation. Bearing in mind the other
its current form does not address that issue. Thgmendments to this legislation, it would have been
Opposition made it clear in its discussions with thesijlly if this provision had not been inserted. The bill
Government that it considered the Thoroughbredovides protection from defamation actions in
Racing Board should have an optional power to heagspect of proceedings before the Thoroughbred
evidence on oath. The Hon. Richard Bull in anotheRacing Board. | shall address that in more detail
place indicated to the Government that he proposeshortly. The bill seeks to give protection from
to move an amendment that would overcome thajefamation to witnesses who appear before it.
anomaly. If the power for the board to hear evidence
on oath is not addressed in this House, the |t would have been dangerous if the board did
Opposition will move in the upper House thenot have the opportunity or power to require
following amendment: witnesses to give evidence under oath or on
affirmation. One could imagine witnesses with
scores to settle appearing before the board to give
[2] Section 19A evidence without understanding the limitations on
what should and should not be said. A third party
Insert after section 19: could be defamed during a hearing before the board,

Page 3, schedule 1. Insert after line 8:
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but the witness will be protected under the The amending legislation has been requested
amendment proposed by the Opposition. The dangéy the Thoroughbred Racing Board. A perusal of the
is that the board must have power to apply the brakeames of board members indicates that they would
on those witnesses who wish to make assertioflave an excellent understanding of the racing
about particular matters. That obvious brake willindustry and of the review procedures necessary to
give the board the power to require evidence to bensure the longevity and good health of the racing
given on affirmation or oath and, of course, otheindustry. | note for the record that the Chairman of
sanctions will flow from that procedure. the Thoroughbred Racing Board is Bob Charley, the
Vice-Chairman is Ralph Lucas and the other
If a witness gave evidence on oath ormembers of the board are John Rouse, Bill
affirmation criminal sanctions would apply in the Rutledge—a solicitor—Jack Ingham, Mick Doyle,
event of that witness giving deliberately falseTom Kennedy, John Cook from Orange, Don
evidence. The Opposition amendment is logical antiopkins from Taree and Murray Doyle, a provincial
sensible. | am pleased that the Government hagpresentative from Wyong.
acknowledged that, though the Opposition considers
its amendment considerably better than the | raise this issue with the Minister and he may
Government's, which has been rushed throughave an answer to it. | believe that questions were
belatedly. Parliamentary Counsel's first print of theraised about the capacity of the board to administer
Government's amendment to be moved iran affirmation or oath to a witness in the event that
Committee, perhaps today, was noted as having beeo fully qualified legal practitioner was available to
typed at 12.57 p.m. on 4 June. It is literally hot offadminister the oath or affirmation. It may be that it
the presses and | suspect it has not been thoughbuld be necessary to have a qualified legal
through as well as it may have been. Of course, thadractitioner—indeed, it may even be a qualified
is no reflection on the Minister, but perhaps some ofegal practitioner holding a full practising certificate,
his advisers and those generally involved may havand not a limited practising certificate. No doubt the
been a little tardy in getting to the starting gates omMinister and his advisers have considered that aspect
this issue. and will advise the House about it. The difference
between the amendment foreshadowed by the
The fact that a variety of witnesses will give Opposition and the Government's amendment is that
evidence before the Thoroughbred Racing Boarthe Opposition's amendment has been thought out
will necessitate the board having protection fromover a considerable period, whereas the
defamation actions. | note that schedule 3 to the bilGovernment's amendment has been rushed before
deals with amendments to the Defamation Actthe House today.
Schedule 3[1] will insert section 17DB into the
Defamation Act 1974 in an attempt to clarify that a It would not hurt if the Government were to
defence of absolute privilege is available to a claintonsider the amendment that | read onto the record.
for defamation involving a publication in the coursePart of the amendment is similar to the
of proceedings in respect of an inquiry the boardsovernment's amendment. | ask the Minister to
conducts; or publication by the board of a report thaaddress that issue in his reply and state why that is
it makes in respect of such an inquiry. As Inot necessary or appropriate. The Minister has
indicated earlier, that is an absolute necessity for theecourse to the resources of his department and the
board and | think that quite properly the board hafrown Solicitor, whereas the Deputy Leader of the
sought that amendment from the Government. Opposition in another place and | have limited staff,
and have reached that conclusion without the benefit
Schedule 3[2] amends clause 2 of schedule @f the assistance of the staff that the Minister has at
to the Act to include proceedings at an inquiryhis disposal. | look forward to hearing the Minister's
conducted by the board in the definition of acomments in that regard.
protected report. The Act provides a defence to a
claim for defamation in relation to the fair This legislation will be good for the
publication of such a report. The bill notes that thehoroughbred racing industry. It is hecessary and the
defence extends to the later publication of a copy oDpposition will not oppose it. However, the
the report, and an extract or summary of the reporpposition will move the amendment | have read on
The bill also provides for certain limited directto the record at the Committee stage in the upper
appeal rights from the decisions of theHouse, unless in the interim the Opposition is
Thoroughbred Racing Board, such that thoseonvinced that the amendment the Government
decisions can be appealed directly to the Racingroposes to move today is sufficient. To assist in
Appeals Tribunal. Those decisions includegetting this legislation through and giving the
disciplinary matters such as disqualification orThoroughbred Racing Board the necessary powers,
warning off, revocation or suspension of licence, anthe Opposition will not oppose the amendment that
imposition of a penalty. will be moved by the Minister, if that is the course
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he chooses to pursue today. However, | ask him tgmendment to the bill at the Committee stage to
seriously respond to the issues | have raised ifiive this power to the board.

regard to the differences between the two o
amendments. | will give an assurance to the upper House

that the Government will fully explain to members
Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for ©Of the Opposition and the crossbenchers the reasons

Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting thefor having come to this conclusion. My officers
Premier on Hunter Development) [5.45 p.m., inh@ve investigated whether the amendment
reply: | thank the honourable member for Wakehursforeshadowed by the Opposition would overcome
for his contribution to the debate. As indicated inth€ Problem or cause even more problems. | have
my second reading speech, the New South Waldgached the conclus_pn, on the advice provided to
Thoroughbred Racing Board has been an outstandifige: that the Opposition's amendment would cause
success. Even its harshest critics would agree that3gditional difficulties. It is not correct to suggest that
has come a long way in a very short time. This bilth® Govefment was not going to move its
can only assist the board in its controling ang@Mendment. The Government was consulting with

regulatory functions. | should mention that | havel® industry. | have taken on board what the

recently been informed by the board that the ﬁnappposnmn has had_ to say. At the _request of the
few controlling functions remaining with the Thoroughbred Rac!ng Board | will move an
Australian Jockey Club, such as industry insurancgmendment to the bill today.

and registration of horses, will be transferred to the

board on 1 July. | do not wish to be critical but this shows the

Opposition's lack of understanding of the original

. . . legislation, which did not have an easy passage to

G !ctWtI” shortlyf:css?e; ar:hortdter n fthGovetrnmetnht this place. The Australian Jockey Club was
azetteto give eftect 1o that transter—yet ano erapprehensive, and in some instances was opposed to

part of the overall transference of thosethe establishment of the Thoroughbred Racing

responsibilities to the Thoroughbred Racing Board. ISoard However that was achievable at the time

?hOUId clarify one matter that has rece!ved COVeragene fact that the original legislation has been back
in the press recently, the accusation that thgetore the Parliament twice, as | predicted it would
Government did not transfer sufficient powers fromoe, confirms the necessity for change. | said in my
the AJC committee to the Thoroughbred Racingisinal second reading speech that before the five-
Board to enable that body to properly undertake itgesr period had expired the legislation would need
functions. | stress that the existing powers conferrefh pe further addressed. It is to the great credit of
on the TRB by the Thoroughbred Racing Board Acthe Thoroughbred Racing Board that it has identified
1996, to inquire into matters, are no different—lgjticulties early in the piece. This amendment

emphasise, no different—to those applying to thgyercomes a longstanding difficulty of the AJC. The
former controlling authority for the thoroughbredorigina| legislation did not specify that a legal

racing industry, the Australian Jockey Clubpractitioner had to be a member of the board, and
committee. the Opposition should know that.

Protections afforded to the AJC committee The Government's amendment has been well
under the Australian Jockey Club Act 1873 and thehought through and is not restrictive. Bill Rutledge
Defamation Act 1974 applied only when it heardis a legal practitioner of some standing and if he
industry appeals, and similar protections areeased to be a board member, the board would no
provided to the appeal panels established under thenger have a legal representative and the
Thoroughbred Racing Board Act. Similarly, whenOpposition's proposed amendment would seriously
hearing appeals the AJC had the powers of a roydinpede its operations. The Government will consult
commission to administer the oath and compelith Opposition members and crossbenchers in the
witnesses to appear and give evidence. These powargper House. Perhaps then the Opposition will
have also been transferred to the appeal panelealise that the Government does not wish to
constituted under the Thoroughbred Racing Boartlamstring the board. The bill satisfies the board's
Act. | think that is probably where the present requirement, which is in stark contradiction
misunderstanding has occurred. | have noted th® the Opposition's foreshadowed amendment. |
comments by the honourable member for Wakehursiommend the bill to the House.
relating to the provision of the power to enable the
Thoroughbred Racing Board to examine on oath Motion agreed to.
witnesses at inquiries, and | inform the House that
the Government has already determined to move an  Bill read a second time
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In Committee Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting the
Schedule 1 Premier on Hunter Development) [5.56 p.m.]: |
undertake to have the matter clarified because there
Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for is some misunderstanding, but | will go through it as
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting thequickly as | can. In 1996 the Thoroughbred Racing
Premier on Hunter Development) [5.53 p.m.]:Board Bill came into being and it prescribed certain

| move: people from race clubs to be members of the board.
Contrary to the myth, the AJC in its old form did
Page 3, schedule 1[1]. Insert after line 8: not have the power that the Government is now

providing. However, because of the way the 1996
(1B) In conducting an inquiry, the Board may examinelegislation is framed, from memory the members of
any witness on oath or affirmation, or by use of athe board are four people from the Australian Jockey
statutory declaration. Club, two from the Sydney Turf Club, one from the
Racing Industry Participants Advisory Council—
| foreshadowed the amendment during my seconRIPAC—and two country delegates, and | divided
reading speech. The Government has taken on boaite State equally. Board members did not have to
representations from the Thoroughbred Racingome from any specified background. However, the
Board. The amendment meets the board's wishes @pposition is seeking to hamstring the board
that it empowers board members to examindecause at present only one member of the board is
witnesses on oath or affirmation at inquiries. Thea legal practitioner. I do not think the industry
Government is now satisfied that the board shoulévould be happy for the Government to intervene
be given that power so that it can properlyand direct the AJC or the STC to have members
administer the thoroughbred racing industryfrom a specific background. The Thoroughbred
Consideration was given to restricting the power tdRacing Board agrees with the Government's
occasions when the board was presided over by amendment, whereas the Opposition's foreshadowed
legal practitioner. However, as the board isamendment will interfere with the board
constituted of representatives from the various racivestigating and carrying out its proper functions.
clubs and industry bodies, occasions may arise when
no legally qualified person is serving on the board. =~ Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [5.58 p.m.]: If
Accordingly, the Government is satisfied that therdhe position is as the Minister has stated, an
should be no restriction on the board's power t@rgument could be put that it would hamstring the
administer the oath. board in terms of who could administer the oath.
However, that measure needs to be examined and

Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [5.54 p.m.]: | the Minister has given an undertaking to clarify the
have outlined the Opposition's position regarding théssues with members of the upper House before the
amendment, and during debate on the secoryatter proceeds. | accept that ”under'takmg.
reading speech | suggested that the Opposition@‘eremre: for the moment the Opposition will nqt
foreshadowed amendment would be mor@PpPose the amendment_ because of that undertaking.
appropriate. | am not trying to be unduly difficult, H_opefully,_the matter will be sorted out before the
but | ask the Minister to clarify whether there isPill is received in the upper House.
legislation, quite apart from this bill, that enables -
members of the board to actually administer the oatgami'vIr FACE  (Charlestown—Minister for

or affirmation by virtue of that legislation as ng and Racing, and Minister Assisting Fhe
y 9 remier on Hunter Development) [5.59 p.m.]: | give

opposed to the normal requirement that a leg A ;
practitioner administer the oath or affirmation. It is aLe assurance, as | have indicated twice already, that

fairly simple question, but | am having Somethere will be consultation with the Opposition and
difficulty coming to grips with how a board memberCrOSSbenCh members of the upper House in an

can administer the oath. Where is the power for gndeavour to reach a satisfactory resolution of the

board member to administer the oath or affirmatiod e

and does it apply to all board members? What is the
structure that will determine which board membel:(hat
has the power, if any?

Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [5.59 p.m.]: On
basis, the Opposition will not oppose the

amendment.
Mr Whelan: You are just wasting time. Amendment agreed to.
Mr HAZZARD: You have wasted time all Schedule as amended agreed to.
afternoon. This is a relevant issue and if it is not
clarified, it will remain a matter for the upper Bill reported from Committee with an

House. amendment and passed through remaining stages.
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ENERGY SERVICES CORPORATIONS There has been a disastrous downturn in the
AMENDMENT (TRANSGRID profitability of the New South Wales generation
CORPORATISATION) BILL industry. The budget papers revealed that dividends

and tax equivalents to the Government are expected
Second Reading to decline by 83 per cent and 71 per cent
respectively. The Auditor-General commented that

Debate resumed from 26 May. the Premier has allowed the political interests of the

Australian Labor Party to prevent him from fulfilling
Mr PHILLIPS (Miranda—Deputy Leader of his obligations to taxpayers and to the electricity
the Opposition) [6.01 p.m.]: The Opposition doesindustry. These issues make it obvious that the
not oppose the bill. The measures in the bill are alectricity industry needs to be privatised. The
necessary part of the electricity reform in this Stateuditor-General's report shows that New South
and a forerunner to the commencement of thvales has become a net importer of electricity from

national electricity market. The main reasonyictoria. The first-page article in theAustralian
TransGrid was not corporatised in 1996 with othelinancial Review of 2 June entitled "Victoria's

parts of the industry was that it undertook Manyspanner in the works" states:
regulatory functions as well as operational functions,
and it was considered inappropriate to corporatise it jciorian Regulator-General John Tamblyn has given the

at that time. infrastructure finance industry a nasty shock, and delivered a
kick in the guts to the privatisation plans of Bob Carr and

Upon commencement of the national John Olsen, _With a deceptively innocuous ruling on utility
electricity market these regulatory responsibilities COMPany profits.
will be eliminated. TransGrid will have to operate in
a commercial manner and compete in the same wa
as the two existing classes of energy service , _
corporations. It is noted that the corporatised To remedy this Tamblyn has suggested a 35 per cent reduction

. . . . in the level of profits earned by utility companies, judged by

TransGrid will be subject to the same reporting and the rate of return such companies earn on their main
accountability requirements as any other energy infrastructure assets: poles, wires and pipelines.
services corporation. The Opposition supports this
structure. Though the Opposition does not opposEhis change has a significant impact on the value of
the bill as part of the reform process, much hagssets, not only in Victoria and South Australia but
happened since the corporatisation legislation odiso in New South Wales. The article by Chanticleer
1996. in the Australian Financial Revievzontinues:

e article also states:

No issue has such a significant impact on the Nsw Premier Bob Carr is the biggest loser. His electricity
future finances of this State as the future of the assets are now worth $5 billion less.
electricity industry. No issue has such a significant
impact on the cost of doing business in this State abhat is because the Regulator-General and the
the future of the energy industry. No issue has sucACCC determined that the future rate of return
a significant impact on the future of the Hunterwould not be 10.1 per cent but would be about 7 per
Valley, Lithgow, the central coast and other areas asent. That is their preliminary announcement. There
the future of the energy industry in New Southis no doubt that that will flow right through the gas
Wales. The coalition is committed to the sale of theand electricity industry in the rate of return on the
industry because it is becoming more obvious everyjires and the pipelines. Because of the delay, there
day that the cost of retaining it would be unbearablgs a huge risk of losing up to $5 billion over and
for New South Wales taxpayers. above losses that have already occurred in the

_electricity industry. Unless the whole New South

As the momentum gathers, Macquarieygales power industry is sold as a viable operation,
Generation has announced that it will mothball halthe interests of individuals, the wider population and
the generation capacity of Liddell Power Station ing,ccessive governments of New South Wales will be
Fhe Hunter. That will cos_t the local community So_afected today and for generations to come.
jobs. Macquarie Generation has taken a commerci eliberate procrastination on electricity reform will

decision to reduce its production capacity rather tha@ost New South Wales taxpayers more than $6

run at full capacity. When the pool price of . in ot value, and all the jobs that go with it.
electricity falls below its production cost it will buy

electricity from the pool to fulfil its contractual Anvone in the electricity industry or in the
requirements, and it will buy it from the Victorian G Y ¢ wh that K : ¥h lectricit
market. Clearly, the Victorian market is moving overnment who says that keeping the electricity

electricity into New South Wales because of itsindUSt.ry iq public hgnds Is protecting jobs is
ability to produce cheaper coal. deluding himself or lying to the workers he should
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be protecting. It is not in the interests of the people  This bill takes another step in the privatisation
of New South Wales or of workers to allow the©Of the electricity industry. It includes a provision
electricity industry of New South Wales to rot awaythf'ﬂ_ shares can be transferred and sold only between
in a competitive market. In the face of this harshMinisters. Shares cannot be sold on the market
reality, what is the Government's position? We knowdnless the Parliament enacts further legislation. That
what the Premier and the Treasurer want to do. Burovision is consistent with corporatisation that has
we are faced with the spectacle of sensible economRecurred in other parts of the energy industry. It is
and social policy being held hostage by the facelesthe Parhament that will ma}ke _the_deC|S|on. With that
unelected men of Sussex Street. The Auditor¢lear difference on privatisation between the
General made his position clear on the AustraliafPOVernment and the coalition, the Opposition does

Broadcasting Corporation progra@tateline when Not oppose this bill as a necessary step towards the
he said: ultimate privatisation of the industry under a

coalition government.
They're appointed as holders of positions of trust to maximise
the benefit for the State and they would have to be very Mr DEBUS (Blue Mountains—Minister for
careful having decided that this is in the best interest of th&gnergy, Minister for Tourism, Minister for
State to sell the electricity industry, they would have to beCorrective Services, Minister for Emergency
very careful about denying that, should their colleagues in thPServiceS and Minister Assisting the Premier on the
Labor movement oppose it. ! -

Arts) [6.14 p.m.], in reply: | shall not delay the

New South Wales has a Premier and a Treasure'?Iouse in my reply. Given all the circumstances, it IS
. ) . nbt necessary for me to say any more about the bill
the former Minister for Energy, who misled their

itself. It is appropriate, however, that | make some

constituency into believing that their Governmentresponse to the observations made by the Deputy

would be a bulwark against privatisation. Either theyl_eader of the Opposition on more general questions

lied or they were incompetent in their analysis of theof electricity reform. The past three years have been
direct_ion of the electricity and energy industry. Thea time of unprecedented change in the New South
P-remller, the Treasurer a.nd Cabinet have ChfingWales electricity industry. The Government's reform
direction. They now believe that the electricity ;oonqa has been pursued with vigour, and the results
industry should be totally privatised. The Hoggp,ye peen profound and far-reaching. It is important
report commissioned by the Government reinforceg, gyess that the Auditor-General's recent report
the view that the industry should be totally ooniains nothing that is new or unexpected. In line
privatised. Because the Premier and the Treasurgfin responsible fiscal management of the industry,
cannot get the vote of the Labor movement they arg,e Government has been closely monitoring the

not delivering something that they believe to be ir\mpact of competition and the development of the
the best interests of the people of New South Walegational electricity market.

The Premier, the Treasurer and the Government

were elected by the people of New South Wales.  The financial trends identified in the Auditor-
They have a responsibility first to the people andzeneral's report are the direct consequence of the
then to the Labor Council and the Labor movementgecision to introduce competition and pass on the
They are not fulfilling their responsibility. They penefits to household consumers and business
know the difficult position they are in. customers. They are the consequence of the decision
to end monopoly pricing. The electricity reforms
The final folly of all this is that the Premier have transformed a monopoly industry into a
and the Treasurer have completely changed directiasompetitive industry. Indeed, there are now 26
again. First they said that there should be n@ompanies licensed to sell electricity in New South
privatisation at all, then they decided that theranvales. In generation, the market is currently
should be total privatisation, and now they haveexhibiting transitional behaviour, as the generators
decided that if they cannot achieve total privatisationgage in fierce competition for market share. |
they will try for any bit of the dirty deal they can, point out that it is not only New South Wales
for no reason other than political survival. Thegenerators that are involved, but also the generators
decision of the Premier and the Treasurer will cosin Victoria. That is what happens under a national
New South Wales taxpayers more than $6 billionmarket. The result has been enormous reductions in
because of the delay in partial privatisation. Such ¢he pool price. Lower prices are welcome, of course.
sum would mean a lot of hospitals, schools, debt€ompetitiveness is enhanced, and job-generating
that could be paid off and taxpayers' money, anéhvestment can be attracted.
that cost will be incurred for no reason other than
the lack of political leadership, courage and At present there is significant overcapacity in
responsibility of the Premier of this State. the generating sector. The proposed interconnectors
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with South Australia and Queensland will help toconsumers will continue to pay lower prices as the
absorb some of that capacity, as will natural demangompetitive market strengthens. Already households
growth. The extraordinarily low prices currentlyin New South Wales pay $100 a year less than
available to large customers are likely to increaseonsumers in Victoria pay. That is not the
somewhat as the supply-demand balance tightemovernment's figure; it is the figure supplied by the
and market participants decide to pursue differenindependent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal. These
strategies. This is to be expected as a competitiieenefits for householders are the direct result of the
market—a brand-new thing in Australia—shakes outompetition introduced through the Government's
and matures. Prices need to settle at a commercialylicies and, together with similar benefits for
sustainable level. That is likely to be at about theébusiness, almost entirely explain the trends identified
cost of supply from new generation projects—aby the Auditor-General.
price that is higher than today's low levels but still
well below the prices that prevailed under the old It has been suggested that because Victoria is
monopoly system. exporting electricity to New South Wales this
somehow represents a failure in our system and

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition appearsneans that the reforms we have undertaken are not
to represent the proposed closure of severguccessful. That is contrary to the truth; it is a silly
generators at Liddell as some sort of a defeat for thelaim. The increase in sales—I believe it is around
system. The contrary is true in the context oflo per cent at present—Of Victorian electrlClty Into
substantial overcapacity, or possibly 40 per cerur market proves that competition and the gradually
overcapacity in the system. The decision witffMmerging national market are working as they
respect to the temporary withdrawal of generatinghould. During question time today the Premier
capacity from Liddell has been made by thegnade sufficiently devastating reference to the
Macquarie Generation board and management. Th@PPOSition's position concerning a policy towards
is a commercial decision made in response tgrivatisation. It is sufficient to repeat now the

developing market conditions. The withdrawal offémarks made by the honourable member for
capacity will reduce Macquarie's operating Costsl;\/laltland,_who has decided to put his political career
fuel will no longer be burnt just to keep units N the line rather than accept what the Deputy

spinning. That will also preserve the operational lifd-€2der of the Opposition has just said.
of Macquarie's capital until such time as market

conditions change. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that

the honourable member for Maitland informed the
newspaper, "There hasn't been a damned single thing

It is extremely important to note that the . o ,
- . o . ..~ discussed about this in the party room and, mate, I'm
decision will not affect the reliability of electricity 2
vehemently opposed to it." Of course, the

supplies in New South Wales, as a substantial back- . . L

. . o onourable member for Maitland is not alone in his
up capacity already exists. The long-term viability of .

: . ) - concerns. Honourable members representing the
Macquarie Generation depends on its ability toI f H d ford . |
compete effectively in the national electricityeecmrates o_Uppgr unter and Gosford are in tota
market. The decision acknowledges the reality o greement with him. The honourable member  for

o . 9 Y urray has also expressed his opposition to the
existing market conditions and strengthens th

buSi for fut unit th in th osition taken by the Deputy Leader of the
usINess 1or Tuture opportunities -as growth in pposition, as have the Hon. M. R. Kersten and the
market emerges. Electricity generators ar

%on. D. J. Gay. It is absurd to suggest that members

substantial assets with long operating lives. Theiér)f the Opposition are in agreement about the future
value is determined by the value of their productOlc the electricity industry

over the course of their lives, which may be 40 or
50 years. Their value is not determined by the price Again | point out that New South Wales
fluctuations in the early days of a fledgling nationalp, o, seholders are benefiting enormously from the
market—there are a fair few financial commentatorgs gyernment's electricity reforms. Today we are
who appear not to appreciate that simpleying another step in that direction. New South
demonstrable fact. As electricity supply and demangysles households enjoy the cheapest power in
return to balance, the price paid for electricity on they,stralia. Over the past five years in real terms
spot market will also increase. It is the pricéayerage electricity prices have fallen by 13 per cent
received for electricity over the long run thatang electricity bills for residential customers have
determines the value of generators. fallen by $155 million. As a result of this
Government's policies New South Wales leads
It must be stressed, however, that prices fopustralia in many aspects of electricity reform and
ordinary householders will not be affected by thissupplies its citizens with the cheapest power and the
upward readjustment. To the contrary, domestiest consumer protection. The corporatisation of
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TransGrid will further strengthen that effort at Morisset peninsula. The President of Southlakes
reform. | commend the bill to the House. Carers Inc, Elaine Cox, in a letter dated 20 June
1997, stated:
Motion agreed to.
We are writing to you to express our concern at the proposed
Bill read a second time and passed through building plan for the new Multi Purpose Centre to be situated
. at Bonnells Bay.
remaining stages.

As an established service here in Morisset we wish to remain
in this area.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Both our Volunteers and Clients are drawn from Wyee,
Morisset, The Peninsula, Cooranbong, Dora Creek and

MORISSET HEALTH AND Eraring. Morisset is very much the central point—both for
COMMUNITY CENTRE trains and buses as well as for those who drive cars.

Mr HUNTER (Lake Macquarie) [6.25 p.m.]: I Ms Cox stated that the organisation's volunteers and

W|sh to Speak in Support of a Community proposa' td:lients came from those areas. She h|gh||ghted the
establish a multipurpose health and communitpercentages of clients in the different towns
centre at Morisset in the Lake Macquarie electoratesurrounding Morisset. Ms Cox concluded the letter
For some time residents in the Morisset area havey saying:
been pushing for improved health and community
services. As the State member | have been working We would be very loathe to make the change.
with local community groups in an effort to achieve
a multipurpose facility for the growing Morisset In a letter addressed to Lake Macquarie City
area. Discussions on building a new centre afouncil the Federal member for Charlton, Bob
Morisset have been going on for a number of yearBrown, pointed out that the community of Morisset
In fact, | organised two meetings at the Lakewanted the community centre to be built in the
Macquarie City Council chambers. township of Morisset as it is the centre of the
Southlakes region. He suggested that council
People who attended one or both of thosgeassess the position. Bob Brown told me that he
meetings included the mayor of the city of Lakehoped council would support the establishment of a
Macquarie, Councillor John Kilpatrick; the thencentre in Morisset. A number of articles have
Hunter Area Health Service chief executive Ofﬁcer,appeared in the local press, inc|uding an article
Dr Tim Smyth; other area health serviceynder the headline "Young mums slam polycentre at
representatives; 'officers of the New South .W3|.e%onnells Bay proposal’, which appeared in the
Ambulance Service; and many Lake Macquarie City gkes Mailof 23 December 1997. The article stated
Council officers. It was generally agreed at thos&nai 4 number of young mothers who live away from

megtingsf thali a centre was Reeded for the SO“tTEﬂ’?e peninsula have said that as there is no adequate
portion of Lake Macquarie. The Hunter Area Healthy ,jic transport it would be hard to access a centre

SeTV'Ce |nd|pated that !t wanted o Improve theat Bonnells Bay if one did not have a car. In support
delivery of its community health services to the

. o “of one of th mothers | wrote to Lake M ri
area. The Ambulance Service indicated that go © 0 those mothers ore to Lake Macquarle

wished to build a new ambulance station. Theo\l/tgrw(r:lgmiﬂl|tosupOIrc])trtec()jmthteha(tasttgaisﬁcr)rg:tur(])I]Eya
council indicated that it wanted to improve its gly supp

. f . centre in Morisset.
community services in the area.

In my 1998 Lake Macquarie report | informed However, _I believed that a compromise may
constituents of the push to gain a health centre fd?e reached Whlch could _result in the establishment
Morisset. | stated that | would continue to work with ©f tWo centres in the Morisset area, one to serve the

the area health service and local groups, such &&Pidly growing peninsula area and the other to
carers, local doctors, senior citizens and th&erve the remainder of the Southlakes area. The
neighbourhood centre, who had all indicated a wisfayor of the council replied that council had
for a health centre to be located in the Morissetindertaken surveys in the local area and the
township. Those groups stated that Morisset woul§ommunity had indicated its support for a centre to
be a central location for the health centre as it woulde established on the peninsula and that the council
serve the surrounding towns of Dora Creekhad decided to stand by its resolution of 15
Cooranbong, Wyee, Morisset and the MorisseBeptember 1997 reaffirming the Bonnells Bay site.
peninsula area. Unfortunately, Lake Macquarie CitjNot long after receiving the letter from the Lake
Council is opposed to the centre being located iMacquarie City Council | received a letter from
Morisset, as it wants to build its own centre on theHester Booth, secretary of the Bonnells Bay
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Progress Association. She outlined the associatiodis disappointing to see in this year's roads budget
opposition to a centre being located in that area. Mthe very real cuts that have been made to road
Booth stated that the association's members felt théidnding by the Carr Government. First of all the

as Morisset was a centrally located town in theudget fails to keep pace with inflation, at a forecast
Southlakes area the centre should be establishé&yel of 2.25 per cent in 1998-99. As the member
there. | call on Lake Macquarie City Council to for upper Hunter pointed out, there should have been
meet with the area health service and me to furthean increase of $46 million to keep pace with

discuss this proposal. inflation. He also pointed out that the roads capital
works program, including minor works, has been cut
WOMBEYAN CAVES ROAD by $80.3 million. That will impact negatively on

funds available to be shared by all the councils of
Ms SEATON (Southern Highlands) [6.30 New South Wales for regional road works.
p.m.]: | speak tonight about Wombeyan Caves Road
and the desperate need to upgrade and seal a good Wingecarribee council has to deal with more
stretch of that road. Anyone who has driven dowrthan 300 kilometres of unsealed roads. The council
the Hume Highway from Sydney towards Goulburnsaid to me that unless further grant funds are
will have noticed at the Mittagong turnoff a big signforthcoming, there is little likelihood of any
advertising Wombeyan Caves, one of the Statesubstantial upgrading of the balance of the
most wonderful tourist attractions. Credit is due toWombeyan Caves Road in the foreseeable future. It
Mick Chalker, his wife and staff for their hard work is a very difficult situation and | know that many
to build it into such a great attraction. The cavesural roads, particularly in my electorate, need
have won awards and are absolutely spectacular. attention. Wombeyan Caves Road particularly needs
attention because of the difficult terrain it passes
There are two ways to get to Wombeyanthrough. The Minister for Energy, as a former
Caves. One is to go via Goulburn, up to Teralba anfinister for Emergency Services, is aware of the
then to the caves by a shorter stretch of road. Fromery important work done by our emergency
that direction a great proportion of the length of theservices personnel, and that to do their work they
road is sealed. Mulwaree Shire Council is to behave to gain access to remote places.
congratulated on its recent allocation to further
upgrade the road. | am sure the honourable member  The Wombeyan Caves Road is a strategic link
for Burrinjuck, who is present in the House, will beto areas that are often vulnerable to fire and other
keen to have improvements made to that roagyroblems in my part of the world. | have been a
Wombeyan Caves misses out on potential Visitorgagular visitor to Wombeyan Caves. They are a
who do not have time to travel the longer road.  spectacular sight and | would recommend a visit to
) everybody. | say to anyone that ventures on the
Wombeyan Caves Road from the Mittagongpad, as one would to anyone who drives anywhere

and Berrima end is in a disgraceful state. The roag the country, drive slowly and steadily. Wombeyan
is sealed for only a short distance, most of it iscaves Road is not to be trifled with.

unsealed and in poor condition, and in many ways
downright dangerous. Tourists use the road, but Recently | had similar comments from

many b_usinesses, homes, hor_se studs and agricultugal hers of the Volunteer Rescue Association of
enterprises are dotted along its length. Mr and Mryie,, south Wales who held their annual conference
Kracht from Meadow Glgn_ on the Wombeyan Cave%lt Wombeyan Caves. Those people are used to fairly
Road wrote a letter outlining some of the pr(?blemz?ough terrain but even they commented on the
that have been encountered. The letter states: challenge they had in getting to Wombeyan Caves
We have been residents and landholders in this area served Hi}at day. On behalf of all residents who live along
the Wombeyan Caves Road for over 25 years, over the lafhe road, the workers at Wombeyan Caves, the
few years the caves road has deteriorated gradually due fousinesses that rely on safe and available access,
reduced maintenance and increasing traffic. and the tourists and families who have to think
_ twice about making the trip because of the condition
By and large we have had to accept this, | must add that when .
extremely dangerous situations arise, the Wingecarribeg]c the road, | urge the Government to get behind
council has done its best to assist with temporary repairdnd help the council upgrade Wombeyan Caves
within the constraints of their budget. Road and other regional roads.

However the circumstances have changed now with a large COAL MINES INSURANCE PTY LTD

increase of heavy truck traffic on a 7 day basis, we fear that
there will be a large increase in minor accidents and possibly .
more fataliies as the present road maintenance is totally Ms HALL (Swansea) [6.34 p.m.]: | wish to

inadequate. bring to the attention of the House tonight the
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ongoing problem a constituent in the Swansegngineering draftsman in the valley and each day he
electorate has with Coal Mines Insurance Pty Ltdiravels quite a way. My constituent made the
This man's life is fraught with problems. He hastransition from being a miner to a draftsman. But
dealt with back injury trauma and with being still Coal Mine Insurance will not reimburse him for
unjustly treated by an insurance company. Myhis gym fees despite an order of the court.
constituent injured his back at work on 10 April
1990 when a shuttle car he was driving dropped. He  In August 1997 he attended court to regain his
unsuccessfully attempted to return to work ormedical expenses but Coal Mine Insurance refused
selective duties a number of times, a normal practice® pay despite the court ruling in his favour. He
in the coal mining industry. received part of the money in April this year. His
solicitors advised him to see his local member

On 31 July 1991 his doctor wrote a certificatebecause they are having a lot of trouble with Coal
for him stating that he believed my constituent'sMine Insurance. When a highly motivated person
claim was genuine, and that he had sustained fauts a 100 per cent effort into getting back into the
serious injury to his back at work and was unable tavork force the least he could have is support from
continue to work as a coal miner. Coal Minethe insurance company. Rather than thwarting his
Insurance refused the workers compensation claimitempts to return to work, the insurance company
of the man who had clinical evidence to support hishould have cut its losses and helped this man.
claim and whose doctor stated he was genuingTime expired
Between September 1990 and August 1992 he was
forced to live on sickness benefits until Coal Mine GLOUCESTER JUVENILE
Insurance was forced to reimburse those benefits and DETENTION CENTRE
pay him workers compensation.

Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [6.39

Prior to my constituent having his workersp.m.]: Gloucester Shire Council has applied, through
compensation reinstated on 7 January 1992 he hadige Minister for Community Services, for the
spinal fusion from S1 to L4. Even after theplacement of a juvenile detention centre in the
operation Coal Mine Insurance would not pay himGloucester area. Honourable members may be aware
workers compensation. The actions of Coal Minghat some months ago there was some controversy
Insurance would be forgivable if it had accepted theibout the proposal to place a juvenile detention
decision of the court once the court had ruled thagentre at Thornton in the electorate of Maitland. The
his workers Compensation be reinstated and thgroposm generated a great deal of Opposition at a
Coal Mine Insurance was liable. But, Unfortunatelymeeting attended by 600 pe0p|e_ | did not enter the
his problems did not end there. As honourablgjepate because it concerned the electorate of the
members would know people with back injuries,nonourable member for Maitland, but privately |
even after an operation, have ongoing problemshoyght that Thornton was a most inappropriate spot
There is no quick fix; it is not like having the tg place a juvenile detention centre. The honourable
appendix out and then one is better. member for Maitland represented his constituency so

admirably that the Minister decided not to place a

My constituent was a highly motivated Person,yvenile detention centre at Thornton.
In December 1992 he was still having problems buit

at the same time he tried hard to get on with his A rural environment would be ideal for a

life. He had pain in his right thigh_and right teStiC'?centre. Young offenders could work on the farms
and he needed constant physiotherapy exercisgng help the rural community instead of spending
walking and swimming. Part of his treatment Was &ime in a suburban environment. This initiative will

gym program. My constituent undertook retrainingyftset the Carr Government's disastrous forest
through a rehabilitation service. He completed anjicies that have decimated the forest industry in
engineering drafting course. In February 1994 he,o Gloucester area. At the end of March the Boral
progressed well although he still had flare-ups fromyii \was closed and 30-odd employees lost their

time to time. jobs. There has since been further downgrading in

. the forest industry. Gloucester Shire Council sought
Letters from doctors show that he was a highly, nhave the juvenile detention centre moved to

motivated man who was very keen to get on Withgig,cester and tentatively relocated on the Boral
his life. He had difficulty completing the engineeringgjie  aithough that is a matter for the council. |
drafting course because of the requirement of sitting,ould strongly support that move. | understand that

for long periods of time, but he got around that, ojiminary discussions between the council and the
through th‘? exercise he was dc_nng. In_ Septembgpinisters department reveal that relocating the
1996 he still received letters saying that he needegentre to Gloucester is not an option

to go to a gym. In July 1996 he secured a job as an
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Gloucester would not be able to compete. Aprovisions of the Poisons Act to allow supermarkets
place like Gloucester is ideally suited for a juvenileto sell schedule 2 and schedule 3 pharmaceuticals.
detention centre. It offers young people theThe catalyst for the campaign is the Federal-State
opportunity to work in a clean, rural environmentcompetition policy, otherwise known as the Hilmer
and become part of the community. Detentiorreforms. Although these reforms are most welcome
centres and corrective services institutions—and appropriate in many areas and have been
appreciate they are two separate portfolios—generagdfective in stimulating competition and efficiencies,
enormous amounts of money and jobs in the areas inwould not be appropriate or in the public interest
which they are located. A centre at Gloucesteto allow supermarkets to sell schedule 2 and
would be a demonstration of the Carr Government'schedule 3 pharmaceuticals. Pharmacists generally
supposed commitment to rural New South Wales. have earned the widespread respect and confidence
understand the Government wants to place the centoé the community over many years because of their
in a residential or suburban area so that people canvolvement in the community and the personal
visit easily. Gloucester is reasonably easy to accesmuch they bring to their profession.

It is an ideal location and it should be considered

mainly to offset direct employment losses and to | know that over the years many people have

stimulate the local economy. first sought the advice of their local chemist about a
medical problem before going to the expense and

A juvenile detention centre would require inconvenience of consulting a doctor. Invariably they
food, clothing and other infrastructure. When | livedhave been given the right advice. There is no doubt
in Cessnock a gaol was built in the area. Soméhat pharmacists provide a valuable service to the
people were opposed to it, but after they realised th&ustralian community, a service that is often above
number of jobs it generated and the infrastructure ind beyond what would normally be expected. Even
required, the gaol was integrated into thehough various governments in Australia are
community. Gloucester deserves to be considered faommitted to the Hilmer reforms, the general public
the juvenile detention centre. It has put up its handsupports the role of pharmacists in dispensing
It is prepared to be counted. Other areas do not wasthedule 2 and schedule 3 pharmaceuticals, and
it, and that is their prerogative. But to wipe thewould not be happy if supermarkets were to move
option of Gloucester off the board before it has beemto this sensitive area. Pharmacists have a personal
properly assessed by the department and thostake in their pharmacies. They also have a personal
involved is short-sighted. All honourable membersnterest in their customers.
would agree that if young people have to spend time

in a correctional facility it is best done in a rural I know of the extra effort many pharmacists
environment rather than in a suburban or cityput into their businesses, and their involvement in
environment. courses, lectures and continuing education programs

to ensure that they keep up to date with the ever-
SUPERMARKET PHARMACEUTICAL SALES developing and changing world of drugs and

medication. Some pharmacists have made extensive

Mr THOMPSON (Rockdale) [6.44 p.m.]: A modifications to their premises to make

few weeks ago | had a discussion with a locakonsultations with their customers easier, friendlier
pharmacist, Mr Ken Alderson, whose family hasand, where necessary, more private. People respond
operated a pharmacy in Rockdale for many yearso their efforts and appreciate them. There is a
He wanted to discuss the concerns he and othstrong sense of loyalty and a mutually trusting
local pharmacists have about a campaign byelationship between many pharmacists and their
supermarkets to allow supermarkets to sell schedut@istomers. There is also another side of the debate
2 and schedule 3 pharmaceuticals. Currently ththat should be taken into account. Pharmaceuticals
following drugs and pharmaceuticals can be obtainedre not merely ordinary items of commerce; they are
only through pharmacies: schedule 8, drugs oot like groceries, or fruit and vegetables to be self-
addiction; schedule 4, prescription drugs; schedule 3glected and price-promoted.
pharmaceuticals that must be supplied by the
pharmacist in the pharmacy; and schedule 2, It is not practical to expect a checkout operator
pharmaceuticals that can only be supplied throughr a store manager to advise a customer about the
pharmacies. Other pharmaceutical products can hse and effects of pharmaceuticals sold in
sold without restriction, and are sold in pharmaciesupermarkets. Misuse of medications can be harmful
as well as other outlets such as supermarkets. and dangerous, and the community is surely entitled

to buy them in a regulated atmosphere where a

It seems that supermarket chains are in thhighly qualified and fully accountable health

midst of an aggressive campaign to change thprofessional can provide advice and service, even to
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The Management Committee is concerned that our
community's expectations of the Service are now so great that
there is increasing strain on both the Service's limited
resources and its staff.

the extent of querying, or perhaps, denying the
purchase. Pharmacists are university trained,
professionally qualified and accountable for every
piece of advice and service they provide in their
pharmaciesl They are custodians of dangerous drugs_With an annual budget of $76,500 and 2.5 equivalent full-time
The strict rules of registration and accountability Stf. most of whom are Registered Nurses, the Service
fford th mmunit rotection inst ab A supports 60 clients per month while travelling approximately
a Or_ _e co unity protectio a_ga st a use._ 1400km per month. Many of our clients have complex needs,
publication by the Pharmacy Guild of Australia

are elderly and live in rural areas with limited support from
entitlted "Facts About Community Pharmacy in  family and neighbours. Because we do not enjoy the luxury of
Australia” states:

either a hospital or a full-time doctor, all the Service's staff
carry the community's high expectations while assuming a
level of responsibility that is greater than would normally be
expected from an employed community nurse in a larger
regional centre.

The future of pharmacy lies in providing high quality advice
and service, not simply the dispensing of medication. The
Pharmacy Guild has as its priority the establishment of a best
practice set of standards/benchmarks for the handling of all
pharmaceutical products, both prescription and non-
prescription, throughout all community pharmacies in
Australia.

The Management Committee sees an urgent need for an
increase to funding so that the Service can be more
realistically staffed and managed. We have been told that there
seems little chances of our HACC funding being increased
until at least 1999 but while the Southern Health service does
not see Gunning as having priority for additional grants, it

acknowledges that it is both under-funded and a very effective
service.

That surely is the proper atmosphere in which to
regulate and distribute pharmaceuticals to
consumers. Pharmacies have a level of care and

accountability that could not be achieved and
maintained in a supermarket. | thank Mr Alderson
and other local chemists in my electorate for

The Service is now required to work towards accreditation, a
process that adds new demands and responsibilities to the
already heavy workload of the nursing staff and in particular

the manager who is paid to work two days per week but who

bringing this important matter to my attention. has worked well in excess of that requirement for years.

BURRINJUCK ELECTORATE

The Gunning health service should be a model for
HEALTH SERVICES

all small isolated communities in the State. Full
hospital care and day care are not available in this
Mr SCHULTZ (Burrinjuck) [6.49 p.m.]: The community. Emergency care is provided by the
much-needed Gunning District Community andservice and is complemented by a doctor who visits
Health Service Inc., which serves an isolatedunning one half day a week. | ask members of this
community, is in dire straits. The Minister for Local House to consider that: a doctor one half day a
Government understands that, because recently hgek. Support care is also given to some residents
drove through the Burrinjuck electorate, stopped at @ith disabilities, and respite care is provided. The
number of isolated communities and talked to peoplearer-workers at this service are multiskilled and
about their concerns relating to education. Thevork on a shoestring budget, thus saving
matter | raise tonight concerns health services. governments millions of dollars. People receiving
received a letter from Mr Brian Johnson, Presidentare from this service could be placed in nursing
of the Gunning District Community and Health homes or be hospitalised for palliative care, if those
Service Inc., dated 22 July 1997. The letter stated: facilities were available. Instead they are being
professionally cared for in their homes in the

Dear Mr Schultz, community.

You will be aware that the Gunning District Community & | f th d-th lock .
Health Service Inc has provided health and support services to am aware of the around-the-clock care given

the residents of the Gunning Shire for more than 15 years.  t0 residents of Gunning by local carers. Stories of
the lifesaving attention given to residents by those
Supported by Home & Community Care (HACC) funding carers are regularly referred to. More money—a
since 1989 and small grants from Southern Health Service§ma” amount compared to the service offered—is
and our local Shire Council, the service has developed an . . L
grown over the years to become dynamic and responsivé]e_eqed to save th'_s umqu_e mf)del from_extln_ctlon. If
Offering Community nursing, a meals Ser\/iceY support and:h|s |nVa|uab|e Car'ng service Is tO COﬂtInue |t needS
respite and an activity-day program to the Shire's frail elderlyan urgent injection of $170,000. Huge community
younger disabled and their carers. support from the Gunning shire, its residents and the
_surrounding communities of Marulan and Collector

The Service has strong links to Southern Health, but is freel iven and. despite this magnificent
managed by a community-based management committee, tﬂ% y 9 ! P g

members of which are representatives of the various sectors &ontribution, the service is "_1 danger of (_:Iosing
the Shire. down. | ask all members of this House, particularly
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those from the metropolitan area who have access to  The services to be provided from the three-
many different medical services, to consider théwectare site will include services for early childhood,
serious situation of this small community. It iswomen's health, general counselling, community
isolated from the major regional centres and relieaursing, mental health, and drug and alcohol. Those
on diligent caring people to help make the lives ofservices will be complemented by interpreter
people who cannot participate in communityservices, which are most important for that area.
activities more comfortable. More important, thePost-acute care, including domiciliary outreach
carers bathe and dress the wounds of the ageing aptbgrams, will operate from the site. That important

sick. [Time expired service will be positioned between the two major
hospitals in the central Sydney area, Concord

INNER WESTERN SYDNEY COMMUNITY hospital and Prince Alfred hospital. The site is not
HEALTH SERVICES far from the soon to be opened new Canterbury

Hospital. It is important that day services operate
Mr MOSS (Canterbury) [6.54 p.m.]: | from a site near the hospital because as hospital
congratulate the Minister for Health, who plans tooperating times are reduced the back-up programs
boost community health services and aged carare essential for day care. This will all happen on
services within the area administered by the Centrdhe western suburbs site.
Sydney Area Health Service. That will benefit the
constituents of my electorate. The new services will | congratulate the Minister for Health for
be provided at the three-hectare former Westerfollowing through and ensuring that a neglected site
Suburbs Hospital site at Croydon. | am delighteds revamped for the provision of health services. The
about this. Government has invited related organisations to
provide complementary services and is open to
Mr MacCarthy: We would rather have had suggestions. That is all happening despite the savage
the hospital. cuts not only to public hospitals but also to dental
services by the Federal Government. A $34 million
Mr MOSS: | am delighted that the honourablecut has been made to the Commonwealth dental
member for Strathfield is in the Chamber, becaushealth program. Dental surgery is a day procedure,
he was not around when the former Westermwhich equates to community health.
Suburbs Hospital site was reduced to rubble by the
former Government. Unfortunately, for the past four While the Federal Government cuts back on
years | have been constantly apologising for theommunity health services the State Government is
actions of the former Government, which knockedplanning a massive community health project for the

down a perfectly good hospital. former western suburbs hospital site. | congratulate
the Minister for Health for planning the development
Mr MacCarthy: To build a better one. of the site, which was left derelict by the previous

Government. The future services will benefit my
Mr MOSS: The honourable member for constituents who all live within the area

Strathfield says, "To build a better one", but he dicadministered by the Central Sydney Area Health
not bank on the coalition being put out of Service. The Government is to be commended for
government at the 1995 election. The incomingonverting a former hospital site into a community
Government took advice from every healthhealth facility, and thereby reinstating health services
professional and every health expert in the Staten the corner of Liverpool Road and Croydon
The advice was that if one inner west hospital wa&venue, Croydon.
to replace two, the ideal location from both a
geographic and socioeconomic point of view was GAY AND LESBIAN MARDI GRAS
within the Canterbury local government area. The EVENT CO-ORDINATION
Government transferred the inner west hospital to
the site where health experts said it belonged. Mr O'FARRELL (Northcott) [6.59 p.m.]:
Recently the Minister for Health released aMany people enjoy cricket, just as many members
statement about community health for Sydney's innegnjoy cricket. Many of us enjoy the family nature of
west. The Government announced that the innaricket. Tonight | raise in this House an issue
west hospital would be transferred to its rightfulbrought to my attention by constituents relating to
place in Canterbury. The Government gave an unfortunate clash of events. On 1 March the Gay
commitment to make use of that site for healtrand Lesbian Mardi Gras party and the one-day
services. | am pleased to inform the House that thericket final clashed at the Sydney Cricket Ground. |
major feature of the site will be a nursing home.  was approached the following day by a constituent
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from Wahroonga who complained about the sight and to take advantage of the possible availability of

with which he and his family were confronted when intemational players.

they arrived at the ground. That person

accompanied by three children aged between 10 a

12, was confronted by mardi gras revellers leavingughes noted:

the ShOWgroun(.j' The -ConStituent _was disgusted by Since the Mardi Gras is traditionally held on that particular

the party goer.s behaviour and their _near-naked StateSaturday evening each year, we will again approach the

of dress. While the party goers might have seen aystralian Cricket Board with the view to possibly bringing

nothing offensive in their behaviour, | share the the final forward in order to avoid that weekend.

view that it was unacceptable behaviour on a

Sunday especially as that event was staged adjacéntbelieve that the New South Wales Cricket

to a family sporting event. | raised this issue in aAssociation has been responsible in its attitude.

letter to Mr Brian Hughes, Chief Executive of Clearly, there is a need to co-ordinate events being

Cricket New South Wales, and urged him to thinkheld at the old showground site and events being

about how he would have felt if the young childrenheld on the various sporting fields in the area.

involved had been his own. | added: Cricket is a family sport. It would be unfortunate if

this episode were repeated. This one-day cricket
My point in writing to you is to draw your attention to the final, which many people enjoyed, should not have
problem and to urge that such clashes be avoided in future. pheen marred in this way. | urge the Minister for
Given the desire of cricket authorities to try and attractsport and Recreatlon’, who cgme |nto.the House to
families back to the game after recent unfortunate incidents a{{Sten to the debate this evening, to raise this matter
Sydney cricket matches | think it is essential that yesterday'with the Sydney Cricket Ground Trust and, if
episode not be repeated. necessary, the board of the mardi gras—a suggestion
put to me by the honourable member for Bligh—to
| am pleased to say that Mr Hughes responded angl; to prevent this sort of clash and to avoid the sort
he said, to his credit: of embarrassment it caused my constituent and, | am

sure, many other people on that day.
At the outset, let me say that the Association is fully

supportive of the concerns expressed by your constituent. L
Certainly, it would be our preference to avoid playing on the Ms HARRISON (Parramatta_MImSter for

weekend of the mardi gras. Sport and Recreation) [7.03 p.m.]: | will let the
appropriate authorities know the concerns of the
Mr Hughes went on to explain that the decision tdonourable member's constituent. That sort of clash
determine the playing dates was made by theccurs quite often when a number of events are held
Australian Cricket Board, which is based inin that area. It is in the financial interests of the trust
Melbourne. He indicated: to stage as many events as possible and it is in the
interests of the wider community to have as many
They endeavour to arrange a date on which televisiorevents in the area as possible. Unfortunately, one of
coverage is available for the benefit of the sponsor and havingr major concerns when a number of events are
regard to international and Sheffield shield demands. competing against one another is the traffic
problems that are caused, as well as the problems
mentioned by the honourable member. | will look
When the date was established, there is obviously ncl)nto this matter. The Sydney Cricket Ground TrUSt. IS
guarantee that New South Wales will qualify— aware of the problems that occur when clashing
events draw crowds from different constituencies. |

| think he is being a bit pessimistic— will bear that in mind.

H'(pat seems to me to be a sensible suggestion. Mr

Mr Hughes explained:

or, for that matter, host the final in Sydney. Further, onceMOTOR VEHICLE GREEN SLIP INSURANCE
television has been locked in, it is extremely difficult to alter
the date to avoid a clash with another event because the odds Mr GAUDRY (Newcastle) [7.04 p.m.]:
are the coverage will be lost. . . .
Tonight | raise the concerns of my constituent Mr
Philip Hicks, of 53 Emerald Street, Broadmeadow.
Invalid pensioners are being asked to pay unfair and
high costs to obtain green slip insurance cover. Mr
Hicks and another invalid pensioner, Mr Wayne See
that is, the New South Wales Cricket Association— Of Cooranbong, both experienced the same problem
when seeking a green slip for a vehicle or, in Mr
has been suggesting, for a number of years, that the final belick's case, a motorbike. They were quoted costs
played in early February in order to condense the competitiothat were well above the costs paid by ordinary

Mr Hughes went on to note:

The Association—
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persons to obtain green slip insurance. | shall refehis matter to the Minister for Industrial Relations in
to the differences in the costs available throughhe other place, who should take up the matter to
various insurance companies. FAIl Insurance requiremnsure that invalid pensioners are not treated in this
pensioners or invalid pensioners to pay $82 morway. This discriminatory behaviour should not be
than the average person pays for a green slip; MMidllowed to continue.
requires them to pay $77 more; the NRMA requires
them to pay $7 more; and QBE Insurance requires DEATH OF Dr N. SIVA SUBRAMANIAM
them to pay $119 more. My constituents are
concerned about these variations. In fact, they Mr MacCARTHY (Strathfield) [7.09 p.m.]:
thought that they were being discriminated againstonight | pay tribute to Dr N. Siva Subramaniam
and went to the Anti-Discrimination Board. Staff atwho died last Sunday, on 31 May. Dr Siva, as he
the board explained to them that thewas affectionately known in the area and, indeed,
anti-discrimination laws did not cover their throughout New South Wales, was a physician, a
complaint. leading citizen of Strathfield and a leader of the
Tamil community. He was born in Malaysia in 1938
They were told to contact Jeff Corbett, aand had his primary education there. He studied
columnist with theNewcastle HeraldMr Hicks also medicine and graduated in Sri Lanka. Later he
contacted my office and asked me to raise thisnoved to England, where he became a member of
matter in the Parliament. Mr Corbett pursued the¢he Royal College of Physicians. In 1975 he returned
matter and established the variation in prices téo Malaysia and for some time was physician to the
which | referred earlier. Insurance companies, wheking of Malaysia and the royal family. To
responding to Mr Corbett's inquiries, covered gparaphrase Kipling, he walked with kings yet kept
range of issues. Some said there was a variation the common touch. Dr Siva came to Australia in
price because pensioners had more accidents. Othd@®81. He lived in Strathfield and practised medicine
said it was because some people registered their Merrylands.
motor vehicles in the names of aged pensioners, for
example, young drivers, who obviously were more Dr Siva was widely respected as a benefactor
at risk of having accidents. Whatever the reason o charities, churches and educational institutions.
does not move away from the fact that two invalidHe founded the Australian Tamil Foundation;
pensioners were quoted extremely high prices fandeed, he was president of the foundation at the
green slip insurance. It seems both discriminatoryime of his death. The foundation encouraged unity
and certainly unfair that they have to bear theseand cultural sharing between Tamils from many
costs. Mr Corbett referred this matter to thedifferent countries, including India, Sri Lanka,
Insurance Council of Australia, which said thatMalaysia, South Africa and Singapore, and
pensioners' cars cost insurance companies more liepresented their common interests. The foundation
claims and that, therefore, it was really a matter foestablished awards to provide encouragement to
the market to determine. Australian Tamils who have made significant
contributions to the community. It supported Tamil
The Motor Accidents Authority, which is refugees coming to Australia and it encouraged
launching a detailed inquiry into why pensioners ardamil language education. Dr Siva was instrumental
paying more for green slips, will conduct a fairlyin the appointment of two teachers to teach the
involved statistical analysis which most likely will Tamil language at Homebush Public School. Dr
highlight this unfair discrimination. The authority Siva's support and influence spanned all cultural
will also consider how to change the green slipboundaries in the community.
system to remove those injustices. | refer again to
the surcharge applying to those green slips, which | Most recently Dr Siva supported the Strathfield
believe to be quite discriminatory. The NRMA Libraries and Museum Foundation. He organised the
charges an additional $7, which is not a great dealaunch of an appeal at a foundation dinner on 16
the MMI, $77; FAl Insurance, $82; and QBE May. Ironically, it was at that function that he
Insurance, $119. A person who has a safe drivingollapsed and was taken to Concord hospital and
record, who has not contributed in any way tothence to St Vincent's Hospital. He lingered for two
accident statistics because he or she is on an invalideeks, with relatives, friends and colleagues keeping
pension, is being asked to pay excessive amounts farconstant vigil, but sadly he died last Sunday. His
green slip insurance. | hope that the Motorfuneral was held yesterday. His sudden passing
Accidents Authority does something about thiseaves all who knew him in great sorrow with a
matter. Perhaps a range of expanded insuraneense of loss. Because of his innate modesty we did
categories can be introduced. | ask the Minister fonot always know about all his good works in the
Local Government, who is in the Chamber, to refecommunity as he did not seek office or accolades.
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However, his influence was evident throughout the EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR
community. Dr Siva lived life to the full, working
passionately for the causes he believed in. At the Ms MOORE (Bligh) [7.15 p.m.]: Tonight |
funeral yesterday the Mayor of Strathfield,shall speak again about the serious impact of the
Councillor Elizabeth Gewandt, paid tribute to DrEastern Distributor, or the city to airport tollway, on
Siva. She said: the residents living alongside the construction zone.
In that time | came to understand that this was no ordinarThe tollway DI‘OJe(.:t s causing major -problems.
man )Every day | receive phone calls and letters of
concern from residents. The project is causing traffic
a driven man: driven in a race against time to do what he segridlock in many areas of Redfern, Surry Hills, East
out to do Sydney, Darlinghurst, Woolloomooloo and Moore
. _ . Park. Previously quiet residential streets are now
a compassionate man: he understood others suffering and L. .
distress: and found ways to give relief used by rat runners avoiding the construction
detours. Additional weekend diversions create chaos.
a passionate man:in the causes he supported spicreased traffic inundates the Moore Park area all
enthusiastically day on weekends for special events and visits to the
an exhausting man to be around: because he enjoyed life ﬁoorting stadia and parklands. Residents in
the full Woolloomooloo have experienced water seepage and
flooding that did not occur prior to construction.
Other residents face a barrage of noise from trucks
an inspiring optimist: he could convince you anything Wasand drilling. Many have complained about night
possible construction undertaken without notice.

an impeccable host: nobody could escape his hospitality

a visionary: he saw things as they could be, not as they were Residents near the exhaust funnels for
man of magical charm and persuasion: if he asked, you could

not refuse tunnelling at Surry Hills and Woolloomooloo
experience unacceptable noise and dust pollution,
| was honoured to know Dr Siva. | was privileged toaffecting their health and lifestyle. Some residents
share his company on the night he collapsed an@@ve moved. The range of incidents demonstrates
also on the previous night, and to speak at highat the project is destroying the fragile inner-city
funeral. Dr Siva is survived by his wife Loga, hisurban environment. The area is densely populated,
son Priyan and his daughter Vidya, who incidentallyand environmentally and historically sensitive. There
attended school with my eldest daughter. To thosis a cumulative impact of high-density living,
people, to Dr Siva's brothers and sisters, and to hisxisting pollution, excessive traffic, aircraft noise
many friends, | extend my sympathy, the sympathynd limited open space. What began as tunnels
of my wife and the sympathy of the community.under Taylor Square has blown out to become a

People such as Dr Siva are so valuable to throads and Traffic Authority tollway link in an
community that we can ill afford to lose them. Dr orhital expressway system.

Siva exemplified what our cosmopolitan society,
with its mix of cultural groups, is all about. It is

fitting to note that Strathfield Municipal Council maximised to ensure profitability at the expense of

proposes o preserve Dr Siva's _memory with e inner Sydney environment and the amenity of
plague in the library commemorating the work he

did on behalf of the community. We have lost apgo_ple who live ther-e. Therefore, 1 call upon the
great Australian and a great friend in Dr SiVaMmlster for Roads, first, to release redundant road

Subramaniam. reservauons. in the area to permanently r.educe
surface traffic levels on surface streets. In particular,
Mr E. T. PAGE (Coogee—Minister for Local @ pedestrian-friendly precinct in the Taylor Square-
Government) [7.14 p.m.]: | move: Flinders Street area could be created by reducing the
current six lanes of traffic. Second, | call upon the
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to extefpinister to return to local councils sufficient
private members stat_ements to permit a further statemelaelegated authority to implement effective traffic
from the member for Bligh. .
management plans to prevent toll avoiders from

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [7.14 p.m.: The Using residential streets.
Opposition is delighted to support a motion to
suspend standing orders to enable the honourable Third, I call upon the Minister to ensure that
member for Bligh to make a private member'sdhere is an integrated design for the full length of
statement. the tollway. The urban environment of the tollway
must be acceptable to residents and developed with
Motion agreed to. their input. Fourth, | ask the Minister to monitor use

The tollway is overscaled with traffic flows
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of the $7 million given to the Centennial Park andespecially in light of NRMA claims that the shortest
Moore Park Trust in compensation for loss of publicoute from Kingsford Smith airport to the Olympic

parkland. | call upon the Minister for Roads and hissite at Homebush is via the inner-city suburbs of
colleagues the Minister for Urban Affairs andRedfern, Surry Hills and Darlinghurst.

Planning and the Minister for the Environment to
ensure that the fu_nds are spent, as allqc_ated, on Eighth, | call upon the Minister to ensure that
extensive landscaping works on the remaining land . d pollution levels remain within reasonable
in Moore Park. | call upon them to provide regularr.]O'.Se and po . L :
updates of progress. Fifth, | call upon the Ministerj'm'ts’ despl'te the projected dramatic increases in
to monitor use of the $5 million given to the trust to€&rS travelling through the area. The serious
remove car parking from the parklands and to findleficiencies of the air pollution studies for the
alternative solutions. Again, | ask him and hiseénvironmental impact statement are a major concern,
ministerial colleagues to ensure that the funds ar@s is the location of tunnel exhaust vents in densely
spent on removing car parking permanently and tpopulated residential streets. Finally, | call upon the
provide regular updates. Minister to stop his ad hoc and fragmented approach
to roads and transport. Sydney urgently needs an
Sixth, | call upon the Minister to progressintegrated transport strategy that defines the roles
proposals for light rail to the Moore Park area andynq capacities of major surface roads, provides a

onto Randwick. A light rail system will reduce .omplementary public transport plan and imposes
traffic congestion and pressure for car parking O cceptable limits on environmental impacts.
parkland. This system is needed to cope with

sporting stadia patrons, visitors to the Fox ,

entertainment complex and the four Olympic venues ~ Private members' statements noted.

in the area. Seventh, | call upon the Minister to act

to improve east-west transport links. | call upon him House adjourned at 7.20 p.m. until
to consider the construction of a cross-city tunnel, Tuesday, 16 June 1998, at 2.15 p.m.



