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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 18 June 1998

Mr Speaker (The Hon. John
Murray) took the chair at 10.00 a.m.

Mr Speaker offered the Prayer.

BILL RETURNED

The following bill was returned from the

Legislative Council without amendment:

Coastal Protection Amendment Bill (No 2)
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Time Limits on Speeches

Motion by Mr Whelan agreed to:

That standing orders be suspended to allow the Deputy Lead
of the Liberal Party to have unlimited speaking time in his

Henry

Minister for Local Government is at the table; |
know that he enjoys listening to debate on the
Appropriation Bill and cognate bills because it
assists him in his coverage of local government
matters throughout the State. The elucidations of
honourable members today will benefit his
deliberations in country New South Wales during
the next few weeks. | wish to speak in reply to the
Treasurer’'s Budget Speech, but before | come to the
substance of the debate, | make the point that this is
the Government's last budget in this Parliament. As
all honourable members know, in compliance with
our fixed term of government system the next
election will be held on 27 March 1999. | need do
little else but refer to the moribund and becalmed
state of this Government in regard to original ideas
and, most importantly, future planning for capital
investment, capital attraction, job creation and the

?rrnprovement of quality of life in New South Wales.

contribution to the second reading debate on the Appropriation

Bill and cognate bills.

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST BILL
Bill read a third time.
APPROPRIATION BILL
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL
APPROPRIATION (SPECIAL OFFICES) BILL

APPROPRIATION (1997-98 BUDGET
VARIATIONS) BILL

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AMENDMENT
(TRANSMISSION OPERATOR'S LEVY) BILL

PREMIUM PROPERTY TAX BILL

PUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT
AMENDMENT BILL

STATE REVENUE LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 4 June.

It pains me to make those points. Generally,
10 months away from an election members of the
public and members of Parliament expect that the
Government will follow tradition and set out in its
budget provisions for improvements to the State's
infrastructure. That includes roads, schools and
hospitals. Those provisions would include such
things as installation of air-conditioning units in
schools, opening of hospitals, the repair of an X-ray
machine at Cowra District Hospital—which has not
been repaired since last October because of a lack of
funds—and the planning and approval of new
sporting facilities. This year the Government handed
out $10 million for a new stadium in Campbelltown
to save the seat of the Minister for the Olympics,
and $12 million for a new stadium on the central
coast. But it literally cannot pay the butcher, the
grocer and the everyday costs of maintaining
hospitals in the central west.

Indeed, the Government has reached a low
ebb. Telstra, the main communications arm in
Australia, has threatened to disconnect telephones
from a district hospital, and has terminated some
hospital mobile phone accounts. We ludicrously
debate a motion on supply. This budget is supposed
to demonstrate the Government's leadership and
positivism; it is supposed to show that the
Government has been in charge and will remain in
charge after the next election. But it is nothing more

Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the than a dull, humdrum attempt to show that it will
National Party) [10.02 a.m.]: | am pleased that thérold the line on departmental numbers and current
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programs within its various 21 portfolios, andthis year. Indeed, the first patients and doctors
somehow magically produce additional funds andghould have entered the hospital this month.
programs to assist in its re-election next March.
Representatives of the regional health
The lack of funds to maintain the country department and the Minister's private staff held
public health system is bringing our bush hospitalsneetings in West Wyalong with architects, who
to the point of collapse. There is not enough moneyeplanned the hospital on a couple of occasions, and
to feed patients or, in some cases, make them a cwgth the local shire council about a combined
of tea. There is not enough money to replace vitabperation with the council's nursing home. Tens of
medical equipment. | have already referred to théhousands of dollars have been spent in the planning
broken X-ray machine in Cowra District Hospital. process and tenders were to be called before the end
There is not enough money to provide sufficientof April. Then it was decided that more meetings
staff, either nurses, doctors or visiting specialistswere necessary, so the tendering was delayed. After
That is not just rhetoric; a number of visiting the budget was brought down, without any prior
specialists are trying to gain admission rights tannouncement the completion date for the new
hospitals, in particular in the west of Sydney and irdistrict hospital at West Wyalong became 2000, not
the west of the State at Condobolin, Coonamble anti998. The Government has fudged the books and
Cobar, to provide services for the disadvantaged arliéd to the people of West Wyalong and New South
ordinary citizens in those areas. Wales. It has taken money out of the health system.
The Murray-Darling health system owed $34
Ironically, whilst the Government boasts aboutmillion. After writing off 50 per cent of that amount
what it has done for Aboriginal people, the areast now owes $17 million. The Government has done
that have been hardest hit by lack of funds, resultinthat by denying the people of West Wyalong a
in specialist medical officers being deniedhospital which this Government, the previous
appointment to hospitals, have been large Aboriginabovernment and two independent auditors of the
populations. This contradiction shows that thedistrict health system said was necessary.
Government is not heeding the electorates' concerns.
It is ignoring them, it does not understand them, and Clearly, this Government does not have any
it simply does not care. Whilst some members majntegrity in the provision of health services,
say that these concerns are rhetorical, the budgparticularly to country areas. The Government has
shows that they are not. The evidence is in thdied, cheated and connived to deny country people a
budget in black and white: the Government is nobasic and essential need. It is not a luxury
listening. If the broken X-ray machine in Cowrameasure—it will not improve the comfort of
District Hospital was in a Sydney hospital, motorists or enable people to play football on
especially in the electorate of the Minister for theSaturday afternoons. It is a health measure which
Olympics at Campbelltown or in the electorate ofinvolves life and death and research into diseases.
the Minister for Local Government at Coogee, itYet this Government denies that to the people in the
would have been fixed within a week to keep thosdush. The $1.7 million that was allocated in this
members in their comfortable jobs. This budgetyear's budget means that this long overdue facility
clearly shows that the repairs may not take place fawill not be built until the turn of the century.
another 12 months.
The budget is more than a financial statement;
Although it would seem to be an exaggerationt is written proof that the Premier lied to win the
to say that our country hospitals could have Thirdl995 poll. | will return later to the history of that
World status, under aid programs in Third Worldpoll. All honourable members would remember what
countries this situation would not occur. To givethe Premier said about West Wyalong hospital. They
another example, according to an election promis&ould also remember the Premier's promise about
made by the Premier four years ago, the finishinghe State's health system and halving hospital
touches should now be taking place to a new $6.4aiting lists in 12 months, which he signed in
million hospital at West Wyalong. But it is appalling blood. The Government stood over a few hospitals
that after four years not one shovel of earth has bedn achieve its aim. But it has to admit that it fudged
turned; not one brick has been laid. A review thathe books, it cheated again.
was carried out in 1992-93 established the need for
a hospital at West Wyalong. Its construction was It is a fact of life that we have an abysmal
approved by the previous Government, it was listedituation in New South Wales in regard to health
in the 1994-95 budget and it has been reconfirmethanagement and recognition of regional
by this Government in every budget since—until thisdevelopment. Even the Minister for Regional
budget. The hospital was to have been completedevelopment, and Minister for Rural Affairs, who is
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not particularly endowed with grey matter, mustareas are still using night carts. Honourable
realise that he has been sold a dump. Themembers know what they are.
Government has provided $1.4 million for three
offices, given him a white car and a driver and said, It is true: it is Third World standard. There are
"Go forth and read the papers. Every time you readhore than 300 villages and towns with inadequate
that private enterprise is going to do something, fohealth standards, so far as sewerage systems are
example that Barters is going to expand, claim thatoncerned. The waiting list in 1995 was down to
you did it." That is all the Minister has done so fareight years. It is now up to 14 years, which means it
because, first, he is not very bright and, second, theill be 2012 before those towns get a basic
Government has not given him any money. sewerage and water system that would satisfy world
health standards and the standards of the New South
The Government said to the Minister for Wales Department of Health. Although we have a
Regional Development, and Minister for Ruralgrandiose scheme to refurbish George Street, $12
Affairs, "There is the Country Embassy down theremillion for a football stadium on the central coast
that was started by the former Minister for State anénd $10 million for the electorate represented by the
Regional Development. It worked. It was good.Minister for the Olympics in order to buy a few
Local governments, chambers of commerce, touristotes for Labor, tens of millions of dollars have
development corporations, visiting interstatebeen spent on each of a dozen suburban road
companies, overseas companies and trade missigm®jects in Labor electorates. That means that an
have used it and have said it is working pretty welladditional $40 million will be taken from rural road
But we will not give you any money for it, Harry." works in the 1998-99 budget.
The Minister said, "That is okay. We will close it."
There it is. The room is there this morning, but there When | addressed this House last year in reply
is nothing in it. It is an empty room. It is like the to the 1997-98 budget | spoke of the horrible
Government, empty; it is simply not working. Bring impositions on water resources in the rural sector
back Ray Chappell to make it work again! being perpetrated by the Carr Government. In the
latest budget those impositions have become
People are asking what the Carr Government isataclysmic. Under the Carr Government water costs
spending its money on. Well, $700 million is goingto farmers have doubled. This Government will go
into Labor's re-election campaign, disguised aslown in history in respect of a number of things it
Olympic spending. The projects range fromhas done. It is the first government in the history of
sewerage works to road works and they all sharthis State, since 1856, that has actually charged for
two characteristics: first, they are all in Laborrural water—something that God provides and the
electorates, good old Labor seats. Labor's motto is Bovernment takes. Never before has any
you cannot win it by management, go and buy itgovernment contemplated charging for rural water. It
When you know you cannot convince the voters tdas charged only for the delivery or service. This
vote for you because you have some ability, go ouGovernment has whacked on a charge of $1.30 a
and buy them toffee apples. Throw them a fewmegalitre for water.
dollars and spread a bit of money around. Second,
not one project is actually specified in the Olympic The Government is selling something that it
bid document on which Sydney won the right tohas not provided, something that the heavens have
stage the 2000 Olympics. provided. Even in respect of those farmers prepared
to pay because they are desperate for water, the
The Olympic bid document contains nothingPremier has moved to limit access to this basic
about the refurbishment of George Street, which hasgredient for farming. For instance, the Lachlan
now become an Olympic project, and it containsvalley, the most underdeveloped farming region in
nothing about the road projects that have nowhe State according to the 1986 survey undertaken
become Olympic projects. They were not mentionetby the University of New England, is going to waste
in the bid document, but suddenly they have albecause water has been restricted before
become part of the Olympics. The Governmentlevelopment has even begun. There is a ban on new
believes it can justify them because of the Olympicsbores accessing underground aquafers, putting at risk
For example, Labor's new $400 million seweragexpansion of the fastest-growing grape industry in
program for Sydney Harbour means that countnAustralia. The Carr Government has imposed a ban
town water supply and sewerage schemes will be cain the use of water from certain dams to irrigate
by $25 million or one-third. In order to try to win a crops.
few votes in the city, in order to try to clean up the
problem of Sydney Harbour, the Government is | am personally aware that $180 million of
prepared to spend $400 million in the city whiledevelopment between Mudgee and Cootamundra in
towns, and in some instances suburbs, in region#the south cannot proceed because the Government
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will not allow people to irrigate from a farm dam—a departments, has run out of money. Its bureaucrats
dam that they dug and that nature fills. All theymanage it pretty well but they have exhausted their
want to do in most cases is take some water ovéRoney. So for some months staff in major sections
the bank, through a small pipe to water perhaps o@f the department have not been able to afford to

acres of grapes, 10 acres of olive trees, or four dirive out to field dgys to do trials.. So it is cheaper
five acres of lucerne to feed to their specialislfor three or four officers to be put into a car to go to

mohair goats. They are small projects. Let me relat ydney for training sessions to make them feel that

the classic story of all time. There is a very modernt €y are dqng something useful—rather than going
) ) . but to advise farmers, canneries, and processors or
small piggery in Parkes—very small indeed.

) ) . . . .'doing proper research into disease in crops and
}Adjacent ;[|O ttrletrp])lgggry IS ta t?hnkt n Wh'(;?t:]he F;]'g nimals. Perhaps they could do something positive
armer collects the rain water that runs off the shed, | . J\:o 0 5o0nne's disease.
roof. He does not catch any of the water that runs
down the hill, only the water that runs off the shed

ro0f The Department of Agriculture, undoubtedly

one of the most prestigious and best run departments
) ) ] in this State, has been cut back by another $18
The pig farmer has applied for a licence toyjjion despite its efforts . The wool industry is just
irrigate a couple of acres of lucerne in order to cupoyt clapped, the beef industry has lost nearly two-
green feed for his pigs. He has been told he cann@djrds of its income, the pork industry has major
do that, but when he asked if he could let his pigroblems and there is unbelievable competition in
out he was told, "Yes, there is nothing wrong withthe export market. The money cut from the
that." If he lets the pigs out they can wallow in thedepartment has probably gone to pay for two-thirds
dam all day. They can wallow in the dam or lieof the stadium at Campbelltown promised by the
upside down in the sun and make a stinking heapMinister for the Olympics. The only promise the
but the pig farmer cannot water a patch of lucern®remier kept was that his Government would be
out the back in order to provide some green feed fogreen—to the point of absurdity. Ministers such as
them—from a ground tank! That is how moribundYeadon, Allan and Knowles want to drive
this Government is. It is a fact of life that the Stateconservation, to make it their pyramid and be
Government is not interested in additional exporfémembered for their environmental record. They sit
revenue. It is something that the Government hal§ Cabinet with their green halos, yet they cut
neglected. In the main, the projects | have referref#nding by $3.4 million for work to reduce roadside,

to will contribute to the export income and thereforekerbside and pagturel soil erosion. So much for those
job creation in this State. Ministers in Cabinet! What a weak-kneed lot they

are: the bureaucrats in Treasury rolled them. The

The Government's lack of interest is blue-green algae program and the Rivercare program

symptomatic right across the State, | have referreraecewed half their allocation of last year.
to health and infrastructure funding but the critical

issue is that it is difficult to identify more than a . )
few dollars that this State has earned in expor?pendlng by the Car Gove_rnment 'S woefullly
) . . ihadequate. The budget promised 100 extra police
income since this Government was elected. ThBut the Minister for Police is unclear whether this is
State loses payroll tax and sales tax revenue becauasqeal gain or simply to replace serving officers who
the farmer who cannot farm does not need thgagigned in the past financial year. The shadow
services of traptor dealers and mechanics. He Ca””BBIice minister, Andrew Tink, has clearly
use the services of stock agents, fencers, fu@lemonstrated that the Government's own figures
distributors and fertiliser spreaders. The farmer wh@now that there will be fewer police in 1998, with
cannot afford to buy land will not pay stamp duty.the 100 promised, than there were in November
So the Government is really cruelling itself. By1997. Police around the State claim that they have
constraining development, export income and thgecome office bound because of paperwork and
expansion of jobs it is reducing its own income. It iSscannot get onto the streets.
not generating business activity in order to boost its
income so that we can afford better public facilities. Constables, sergeants and duty officers want to
go out on the street to listen to people because they
The financial blood of this fine State of New care what is happening in our communities. They
South Wales is choked if irrigation water iscare about preventing vicious crime, about stopping
restricted. Agriculture generally will suffer from the theft of 200 cars a day in this State. Yet their
further budget cutbacks to vital programs. Thecapacity to deal with the escalation in crime and the
Department of Agriculture, like many other change in its character is being inhibited because the

Law and order is another area in which
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Government is fudging the books and is not givingo the average person, which most of us are, that it
police the resources necessary to do their jobistens and cares and will help—has simply blown it.
Country New South Wales will be lucky to see a nefThe evidence is in the budget. This budget is a great
single new officer under this budget. In denying theexample of a government deserting its people,
specific allocation of extra police in country areassaying it no longer respects them and saying it is
the Carr Government is refusing to listen to theprepared to abuse them. The Government is
advice of its own crime tracking agency. Onceprepared to stick to the old Labor conventions but it
again, the Carr Government is the uncaringloes not have the capacity to make them work. The
government, the non-listening government. It is deaflLabor Party listened in the old days—people such as
Jack Ferguson and Neville Wran listened. We now
The Dubbo crime rate has jumped so high thahave a compendium of left-overs from the Wran and
the town now is one of the worst for break andUnsworth governments and a Premier who never
enters in New South Wales. Last year 999 homewanted the job. He got the job because a couple of
were broken into—one in 10. The list of otherhis colleagues, such as Peter Anderson and George
country crime spots that have missed out on policRaciullo, would not take it on. He still does not want
funding in the budget is substantial. In Orange, th¢he job, and he will not have it after the next
town represented so ably by Mr Russell Turner, thelection.
break and enter rate has increased by 20 per cent.
Lismore, represented by Bill Rixon, is now one of Mr SOURIS (Upper Hunter—Deputy Leader
the worst places in New South Wales for assaultof the National Party) [10.30 a.m.]: This budget is
Last year 506 people were assaulted there. Theharacterised by the Carr Government's philosophy
honourable member has left the Chamber; he had budgeting for a surplus but delivering a deficit.
probably been assaulted. Bathurst has a horrific rafehis is the third year in succession that a budget
of car theft. No wonder the honourable member fosurplus has been predicted and for the past three
Bathurst, that great old campaigner Mick Clough, igears there have been actual deficits. It is an
resigning. He knows that the Government is doneextraordinary way to run a government; it is an
He has had it. A staggering 176 cars were knockeextraordinary way to operate the budgetary process.
off in Bathurst last year. He feels powerless toThere is virtually no budgetary process in New
prevent it. | do not blame Mick for throwing in the South Wales. In its first year the Carr Government
towel. His own party, the Government, has let himbudgeted for a deficit of $238 million, which turned
down. out to be $611 million—it was wrong by $373
million. In its second year, the first of the surplus-
Shoplifting, ram raids and armed holdups arébudgeted years, an estimate was made for a budget
mentioned but in Albury last year the Bureau ofsurplus of $5 million, but a deficit of $452 million
Crime Statistics reported that 35 rapes occurred—aas produced—wrong by $447 million. In its third
shocking figure to country people. Yet it was notyear the budget surplus was supposed to be $27
shocking enough for the Carr Government to damillion, but a deficit of $416 million was
something about it when allocating police resourcegproduced—wrong by $389 million. In those three
Law and order involves the most fundamentalears alone, comparing the budgeted position to the
protection for one's home and family. Health is aactual outcome, we have seen erroneous budgeting—
basic ingredient of quality of life. Water and landbudgeting that did not happen and that did not have
are essential ingredients for the survival of mana hope of happening—that had an accumulated error
They seem to be the areas in which the Governmenf $1.2 billion in deficits. That is not the total of the
is axing funds and withdrawing services. Why doesleficits; that is the total of the miscalculations.
it attack the fundamentals? It is undermining the
personal security of people and their quality of life. This year we see the third successive year of
Why can not it recognise that people are hurting®udgeted surpluses, estimated at $45 million, but for
They are confused and are under income stress anehsons | will explain later the budget will yield a
personal and emotional stress. The budget has natinimum $450 million deficit in actual terms. That
even attempted to recognise the hurt and anger imill make the error rate for the Carr Government in
the community. its single four-year term—the four budgets it has
delivered—about $1.9 billion. | say again, that is the
| suspect that there will be a change oferror rate, not the accumulated deficits—they are
government next year, which will not surprise manymore like three times that figure. Clearly, the
people. The Government—in the one opportunity iessumptions for economic growth, inflation, interest
had this year to demonstrate that it was sincere amdtes and employment are substantially out. The
serious about going back onto the Governmentflation rate which is predicted—approximately
benches next year, and that it was sincere in sayirgero—is incorrect and was known to be incorrect in
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the two months immediately prior to the delivery ofgrowth in the government payroll which has been
this budget. Because of the slide in the Australiainsufficiently accounted for. This blow-out compared
dollar alone, the increased cost to an importto prediction will occur because of industrial
dependent economy will create an inflation rataelations decisions that, again, have taken place in
substantially above zero. That will put the budgethe period immediately preceding this budget. The
way out. Government has underestimated the importance of
these industrial relations decisions and the impact
Without doubt, interest rates have bottomedthey will have on its payroll—a significant part of
They have been at their lowest for about the pasts outlays.
three or four months—again, in the months
immediately preceding the delivery of the budget. The Government's expected blow-out is the
One or two indicators show that interest rates havkey to all its portfolios as well. The expectation that
just started an upward trend. Some of the banks aeach of the Government's portfolios will expend
increasing their home loan rates, which is the firsbeyond their budgets, particularly in an election year
sign. When the cash rate starts to increase there wdhd in a budget that has attempted to superficially
be a general increase in interest rates throughout thestrain departmental outlays, is unrealistic. There
economy. | think every economic commentatowill be a triple effect on the New South Wales
agrees that interest rates have bottomed. If they holtlidget, on the financial aspects of the budget, in
their current position for a period it will be becauseaddition to the overall economic indicators that have
of the monetary policy settings of the Reserve Bankheen incorrectly assumed. Even in Budget Paper No.
not the natural effects of the economy. Without2 the budgeted $45 million surplus is given three
doubt, the pressure on interest rates is upwardmljustments depending on certain outcomes of two
because the Federal Government has budgetedof the economic indicators. The budget paper
surplus, because property has flattened and becaysedicts, if growth is lower, that the $45 million
of the position of the Australian dollar. Those threesurplus will become a budget deficit of $320
factors alone, without considering more complicatednillion.
factors, will put upward pressure on interest rates.
Therefore, a lower growth rate—Ilower than
The Treasurer has predicted an economiassumed—will result in a $320 million deficit.
growth rate of 3.5 per cent. The Treasurer has onludget Paper No. 2 also assumes that if the
dampened the revised growth rate prediction by aurrency crisis continues to be as it is or worsens,
quarter of a per cent. Given the scenario | havéhere will be a further deterioration in the budget of
painted thus far with respect to inflation, to the$315 million. In other words, the budgeted surplus
Australian dollar and to interest rates, there is navill, with the currency crisis factor, become a deficit
possibility that the economic growth rate we haveof $315 million. If both take place the cumulative
seen can be sustained. Therefore, making a budgeffect will be a $635 million surplus. The budget
assumption of sustaining that growth rate by onlypaper suggests that if that is wrong and there is a
dampening it by a quarter of a per cent is unrealistibigher growth, this will confirm the budget surplus
and is unlikely to happen. Economic growth willand perhaps even result in a budget surplus in the
undoubtedly decline, at least by another quarter of arder of $230 million. This would be unpredicted
per cent—maybe as much as by another half a pand unexpected. It is more likely that the lower
cent, although that would be a little speculativegrowth rate and currency crisis will continue, with
These indicators were present in the monthsontinuing upward pressure on inflation and interest
immediately prior to the delivery of the budget. rates, together with increased unemployment. These
factors combined will produce potentially up to a
Again because of the cumulative effect of$630 million deficit, but dampening both those
those factors, the assumption in the budget thamdicators is the $450 million deficit that |
unemployment will remain static at 7.5 per cent isesnunciated at the beginning of the analysis.
also unsustainable, because economic growth is
unsustainable. Those two assumptions are linked, | have come to these conclusions by
and given that one is predicted to fall—but by notconsidering the views of financial, serious and
quite as much as | would suggest—without doubticademic commentators, and to some extent through
the unemployment assumption of 7.5 per cent is alsmy own knowledge of budgeting. Without doubt this
unlikely to be sustained. The flattening andthird budget predicted to be in surplus will become
downward tendency of the property marketthe fourth budget to be dramatically in deficit. One
especially in Sydney, will have a significant impactfigure that caught my eye in the Budget Speech was
on stamp duty revenues which have not been takdhe projected $404 million Treasurer's advance.
into account in this budget. There will also be aQuite often the Treasurer's advance is set at $50
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million, and sometimes $100 million. The fund isare incurred—Mr Speaker, | seek an extension of
there to meet unexpected developments, such tme.
natural disasters. It is unusual—dare | say not
previously seen—for a Treasurer to predict a three- Mr SPEAKER: Order! Under the resolution
year forecast for a Treasurer's advance of such & the House no extensions of time are allowed.
large amount. This figure is clearly flagged as a
western Sydney or Olympics unexpected expenditure ~ Mr SOURIS: The ultimate eradication of the
during the next three years. It masks the essence sfiperannuation liability, together with a genuine
this budget, that is, advance announcements of ttstrategy to eliminate the State's public sector debt
three-year program—it has now become aomponent of net liabilities through asset sales,
program—for the Treasurer's advance to be madmeans New South Wales is capable of becoming
some time in the next nine months. completely debt and liability free in absolute terms.
This will be a marvellous achievement, which
Most of the departmental budgets contained istarted its life by an assault on the unfunded
the State budget have padded, unexplained amountabilities of accumulated mismanagement,
awaiting special announcement in a mini-budgetparticularly in the Wran and Unsworth governments.
style cocktail of election announcements due befor&s a Parliament we have a responsibility to direct
March 1999. In most cases these items are describedblic finance policy in this direction. The
as sundry minor capital works or unexplainedGovernment's fiscal ineptitude is heading in the
increases in maintenance amounts. This wholepposite direction. The one item of good news in the
exercise has created a vehicle of deception withibudget for my electorate was capital works funding
the budget papers, including the Treasurer's advander Scone Public School.
It is designed to produce an election lolly jar in the
order of $1 billion to be announced in the nine | have a long list of urgently needed programs
months leading up to the March 1999 electionbut this Government has turned its back on the
Electricity privatisation is missing from the budget,people of my electorate. Construction of a new
which signals that it is at an end within the Carrpolice station at Muswellbrook is desperately
Government—at least for this year. The Premier haseeded. The present facility is a collection of odd
backtracked on many occasions and it would be huildings and temporary Atco huts, which make it
deception if in the lead-up to the next election thaunworthy of its status as a 24-hour police station,
Carr Government magically produced a program othe most important police station in the Upper
itemised capital or recurrent expenditure based oHunter Valley region. A new Roads and Traffic
expected proceeds from privatisation during theé\uthority facility is urgently needed for
1999 year. It does not appear in the budget or in thBluswellbrook. The existing small building is
forward estimates; it is not part of ALP policy. unsuitable for its role as a regional RTA office.
Works are needed for TAFE, particularly the AREC
| flag this item because | know what is going Centre in Mudgee, and the Scone and Muswellbrook
on and | know the style of this Government. If itcampuses. Road funding is urgently required for
gains office in 1999 it will not be able to fund theseSofala Road, the Rylstone to Muswellbrook road,
programs. The anticipated massive announcement Main Road 396—that is, Coolah to Binnaway—the
the next nine months on expenditure fromgolden highway and the Orange to Mudgee Road.
privatisation funds ought to be treated as aRoads infrastructure should continue to be upgraded
deception. Net liabilities in the budget are down byyet funding for these projects does not appear in the
$3.5 billion. Whilst the Government and thebudget.
Treasurer seem to be taking undue credit for this,
they are reaping the benefits of one of the most There is need for a duplication of the railway
significant  financial reforms of the Fahey line immediately south of Muswellbrook to carry the
Government—that is, to commence to fully fundever-increasing coal tonnage and to keep our
accretions to superannuation liability. In this wayindustry competitive and viable, particularly given
new superannuation liability will be funded andthe developments in the Asian coal markets. There
thereby not increase net liability. Over the nextis a need for consideration of duplication and new
succeeding years as public servants retire thminnelling under the Murrurundi range to allow for
payment of entitlements out of accumulatedhe development of the Gunnedah coalfields and the
superannuation fund assets, plus payments from tmeassive opportunities that will flow from that. There
Consolidated Fund, will eventually eradicate thds need to consider the electrification of the rail line,
superannuation net liabilities of the State. | regardhcluding the line to the Ulan coalfields. That is
that decision of the Fahey Government to fundmportant for reasons of noise and efficiency and it
additions to new superannuation liabilities as theys important to replace diesel oil imports, which are



6132 ASSEMBLY 18 June 1998 APPROPRIATION BILL AND COGNATE BILLS

presently used to carry coal past the power statiorgitial promise, the people of Gloucester will be very
to put on a ship bound for the Middle East so thagrateful for the upgrade of the primary school.
the Middle East can generate electricity to power its
electric trains. The budget contains nothing to provide for a
new school in the Forster-Tuncurry area. The high
There has to be a commitment to the Greaschool in Forster was approved by former education
Western Highway. Also needed are upgrades d¥linister Terry Metherell and was built by the
hospitals, particularly regional hospitals such as theoalition a few years ago. Schools are built to
Mudgee District Hospital. There is a need for watemccommodate a maximum of 1,000 students. As
development also. We must reverse the betrayal goon as the high school was opened, demountable
water policy, which has denied water access telassrooms were moved onto the site and the school
millions of dollars of viticultural development in the now accommodates 1,400 students. Already it is
Mudgee area. Access to water was promised but haperating at 40 per cent overcapacity. The
been denied, resulting in a denial of regionalDpposition has sought from the Minister for
development. There is a need for significanteducation and Training and the Government an
commitment and funding to implement power statiorassurance that they will expeditiously find a site for
development. Significant planning for the next newanother high school, probably in the Tuncurry area.
power station in the Hunter, Ulan or Gunnedah arego date the Government has prevaricated.
is necessary. There is a need for funding of majopepartmental officers have considered and dismissed
forestry hardwood plantations. What is needed is garious sites. There is great potential for a serious
genuine commitment to regional development; not @gig) problems when a school built for 1,000

ridiculous promise of $18 million over three years as,dents accommodates 1.400 or 1.500 students.
this Government's sole regional development ’ '

initiative. The incoming coalition government will
shepherd in a new era of regional developmen%nou
decentralisation and infrastructural development foglre
regional and rural New South Wales.

The potential for education problems is bad
gh, but the social problems that will be apparent
of great concern. | have been told that the area
will not have a look in for another high school until
the enrolment of the high school at Forster reaches
.Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [10.50 1,750, and | am horrified at that. | am sure that this
am] | intend to speak of the needs of MYGovernment will not be re-elected, but | nevertheless

electore'ltfe' . and of my _shadow mInIStrywarn the Minister that if he thought there would be
responsibilities. The only item in the budget of any roblems in Gloucester he should realise that there

heart to my electorate is the announcement, finall Will be even greater problems in Forster if 1,750

of the upgrade of the Gloucester primary school, . .
. Students are forced into a school built for 1,000
That upgrade was promised 28 years ago. He th(}udents. Such a development is entirely unfair to

waits is rewarded, | guess. The previous :
Government included that school upgrade in its fina he CO.”?m“”'t_y' the students and the teachers. The
pposition will not stand by and allow that to

budget, but did not get to deliver that budget. Th

promise then disappeared from budget papers. It appen.
only through the good actions of the people of ) .
Gloucester—which is a very conservative, quiet  ne budget makes no mention of a new high
town but one that was stirred into action—that the>chool for Taree. The Taree High School is located
upgrade has been put back on the books. The peoﬂﬂath,e, centre of the town and is very old., built in the
of Gloucester were concerned to the extent that thdjaditional — double-storey design with —asphalt
intended to vote with their feet and take theirPlaygrounds. Because of its location, it has little
children out of that school unless or until they werg©0m to move in any direction. There is a great need

given an undertaking that the school would bdor forward planning for a new greenfield site for
upgraded. the school at Taree. | am sure that my colleague the

honourable member for Port Macquarie shares my

It was thus impressed on the Minister that thisconcern in this regard. His new electorate will take
project needed to go ahead, and it will go ahead. in areas in Taree that have been represented by me.
give the Minister for Education and Training someThe Government must take note of that problem
credit for the school upgrade, as | have previouslyquickly. | have concerns about Old Bar also. Old
He met with people from Gloucester—although IBar is the fastest-growing area within the Greater
might add that was only on the basis that theyfaree City Council jurisdiction, yet it has
withdraw their strike action. As | have said, consistently been refused both a high school and a
Gloucester is a very conservative town and for thgolice station. Every time proposals are put up, they
people of Gloucester to talk about strike action wasre thrown out. | do not know what goes on in the
radical. The Minister has undertaken to try to pusldemographic section of the Department of Education
the matter through. Twenty-eight years after thend Training.
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It is beyond me why the department says itrequired is $2,000, and the community is raising a
needs four, five or six years to consider forwardsignificant amount of that. This Government is so
planning. The department does not need the abilitight and so uncaring that it could not find it in its
of an Einstein; all it needs to do is obtain censufeart to provide that amount of money for such a
figures and then go to the council to find out aboutvorthy project.
new buildings and proposals for new work to deduce
that a particular area is or is not an area of The other matter on which this Government is
significant growth. Forster, Tuncurry and OIld Bardeafeningly silent is main roads. Yes, there has been
are significant growth areas. Every year the Forstefunding for the upgrading of the Pacific Highway,
Tuncurry area takes second or third place in growtlvhich goes through the electorate of Myall Lakes,
statistics. The department tells us that it needs tbut that comes as much from the actions of the
ensure that a new school will be sustainable. OFederal Government as it does from the State
course a new school will be sustainable, and it i$Sovernment, and it results from an initiative of the
now time that it was provided. With growth in the former coalition Government in this State to upgrade
areas that | have referred to comes the need fahe Pacific Highway. The Johnny-come-lately
further infrastructure. Minister for Transport in this State is trying to take

credit for the upgrading as he troops up and down

Finally, three or four weeks ago, work wasthe highway in his specially hired bus with his
begun on the Manning Base Hospital. An upgrade dfabor Party cronies, not even bothering to extend
that hospital was included in the coalitionthe courtesy normally accorded a local member
Government's 1995 budget and was scheduled tehen he visits an electorate. The fact is that those
finish in 1997. This Government pulled out on thatroad programs were well and truly on the drawing
Work is starting only now, with a projected finishing board under the most far-sighted roads Minister that
date of 2001. There is no guarantee that work wilthis State has had for many years, the Hon. Wal
be finished in 2001, but, even if it does, work will Murray.
be completed four or five years after the coalition
would have finished it. | need an absolute assurance  Funding for the upgrade of the Pacific
from the Minister for Health that this hospital Highway is fine, but there is no point in having
upgrade will not be staggered. A sum of only $8magnificent freeways—and under the coalition
million has been included in the budget for work onGovernment that is what that highway became when
the hospital this year, which sends out a signal thahe Hon. Wal Murray became roads Minister and
there is something funny going on. The honourablelid away with the toll—if access roads are
member for Coffs Harbour has equal concerns aboliecoming dangerous. | specifically mention the
an upgrade of the hospital in his electorate, which hBucketts Way, which links the Pacific Highway with
fears will be staggered. If a hospital upgrade iRaymond Terrace, continues north through the
staggered, the Minister will be subject to theelectorate of the honourable member for Maitland
expression of a great deal of anger for the next ninand into the electorate of Myall Lakes, and provides
months—and he will not be Minister after that.a link from Gloucester to Taree. It is in fact the old
People will not accept that action from thePacific Highway. Also, the Lakes Way links with
Government. The upgrade of the Manning Bas¢he Pacific Highway just north of Bulahdelah, taking
Hospital has to be finished with the minimumin Pacific Palms, Smiths Lake and the Forster area.
amount of disruption to patients and staff. The wratiBoth of those roads are in need of extensive repair. |
of the community will certainly be evident if it is to repeat, there is no point having cars zooming along
be done in bits and pieces. a dual-carriage highway at 110 kilometres an hour

if, when they turn off the highway, they become

| am disappointed that the budget does noinvolved in head-on incidents on what are virtually
include funding for the Naraweema wing of theold bullock tracks that have been upgraded.
Gloucester hospital. Service clubs and the
Gloucester community have come together on a  The Lakes Way traverses, by way of bullock
proposal to upgrade the nursing home component éfack, two mountain ranges, the Koolonock range
the hospital. At present people who are confined tand the Meyers range. A proposal is on foot for part
bed and/or a wheelchair have a very limited area tof the road that traverses those ranges to be
access. Sadly, the palliative bed is at the end of thieypassed by what is called the Link Road. A study
room, bounded by a screen and a wall. It isof that proposal, commissioned by the council,
proposed that a hole be punched in the verandahows that those works would cost about $5 million
area and that the wing be taken out into thend that the bypass would reduce the accident rate
beautiful gardens, allowing the sunshine in andy 85 per cent and cut travelling time by about 10
providing a proper palliative care centre. All that isminutes. The current Minister for Roads, in an
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attempt to pacify what has been a huge ground sweflurt that was caused by the comments of the
in the Forster-Tuncurry, Pacific Palms and Smithdinister for the Environment. Well, nothing much
Lake area resulting in thousands of petitions antias happened despite those promises—just $500,000.
letters, gave $3 million towards that project. TheWe have been led up the garden path, and there is
hook is that none of that funding will become nothing at the end of it.
available until 1999-2000, that $1.5 million will be
allocated in that year's budget and that a further $1.5 In relation to my shadow portfolio
million will be allocated in the budget for the responsibilities, | turn to fishing. The budget of the
following year. | have spoken with the next Minister Minister for Fisheries has been cut. First it was
for roads, George Souris, who has assured me thalown out, now it has been cut back. The budget
he will do better than that to provide funding for papers, under "Fisheries Conservation and
Link Road and the Lakes Way. Management", include a reference to programs "to
promote sustainable harvest'. Yet the Minister
Every accident that occurs on those roadwaysontinually refuses to implement share managed
will be on the head of the Minister. | do not say thatfisheries. Specifically provided for in the Fisheries
about the Minister in a bad sense; | simply state iManagement Act is promotion of sustainable
as the fact. It is evident that those roadways neeldarvesting of fishing. That is the single most
upgrading, and now is the time to put in theimportant thing for people in New South Wales,
infrastructure for that work, while construction iswhether they be recreational or commercial
proceeding on the Bulahdelah to CoolongolooKishermen, and whether they be environmentalists or
deviation from the Pacific Highway. That would bepeople with an interest in the issue. We must have
a lot simpler than having to restore this as a virgirsustainable fishing. We will not have it while ever
project in two or three years time. | have mentionedhis Minister continues to refuse to implement share
the Bucketts Way, certainly a road that needsnanaged fisheries in accordance with the
upgrading. Luckily, in the area that | represent dowmequirements of the Fisheries Management Act.
to the southern end of the Gloucester Shire Councitven the Premier acknowledged that that is
boundary, that roadway is not too bad. Thesingularly one of the best things that was in place
Gloucester council has devoted an enormous amouwhen his party came to government in 1995. We
of money from its own resources to upgrade thahave the written word of the Premier on that. Yet on
roadway. However, the rest of the road, from thathis matter this recalcitrant Minister continues to
point through to the Pacific Highway north of thumb his nose at his Premier and the rest of the
Raymond Terrace, is very bad and dangerous. community.

Mr Scully: Did you tell the House about the Likewise, the Minister for Fisheries has

$3 million we have given you for the Lakes Way? downgraded the role of aquaculture to the extent that
it is practically non-existent in New South Wales.

Mr J. H. TURNER: | said how lousy you The only aquaculture extension officer who had
were. The last matter of concern in my electoratdbeen available—and even he was partly funded by
that | want to talk about is the Nabiac seweragd AFE—has gone. We are so far behind the eight
scheme. The former Minister for Land and Waterball that other States are running riot on us. Can the
Conservation presumably took great pleasure, in Mlinister not understand that aquaculture goes hand
perverse way, in trying to belt me up through myin hand with sustainable fishing? Aquaculture will
local paper, saying in effect, "Turner doesn't knowtake the drain off wild stocks, and will have import
what he's talking about. We're going to fund theeplacement benefits as well as export benefits. Yet
Nabiac sewerage scheme." But what happened? Fire Minister has done nothing about that. We had
this $9 million scheme $500,000 has been allocatedhe much heralded announcement on carp by the
That will not even finish the drawings, let alonePremier, hand in hand with the Minister—$1 million
anything else. The people of Nabiac and thdor a so-called carp eradication program.
Wallanbah valley are very disappointed about this
whole matter. The Minister can be assured there is | have mentioned in an urgency debate in this
great anger in the Nabiac and Wallanbah aredjouse the folly of that silly initiative, but | will
bearing in mind the unfortunate and damagingeinforce my remarks. The average weight of a carp
comments made by the Minister for the Environments four kilograms. The $1 million that will be used
in relation to the Wallis Lake oyster scare. Thewill eradicate one female carp spawning a year; the
proposal to upgrade the sewerage scheme arisksnale carp spawns one million eggs. Therefore,
directly from those damaging comments. It was oneffectively, the $1 million, based on the 25¢ per
of the supposedly great promises of the Premier th&ilogram levy, will take out of our river systems one
he would look after our area as recompense for thanillion carp—the spawning of one female carp in
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one year! That is not a very far-sighted initiative.introduced in Australia. It was a $40 million, five-
Tell the people of inland New South Wales whoseyear project initiated by the coalition Government
rivers are being decimated by this rabbit of theunder John Fahey. What did the Labor Government
rivers about this proposal and see their response th when it came to office? It downgraded the
that silly statement and that small amount of moneyproject by $5 million to start with, and it was
supposed to deliver $5 million each successive year.
| now deal with fair trading, another part of Last year the Government delivered $2.5 million for
my portfolio responsibilities. Some interestingthe project; this year it delivered $1 million.
figures have come out about the Department of Fair
Trading—a $20 million overexpenditure. | wonder What message is being sent out to those in the
why there have been three Ministers for Faifcoal and metalliferous mining industries who want
Trading in the past six months? | do not think anyto develop and explore in New South Wales? The
of those Ministers have got it right yet. The currentmessage is: we are not interested; go somewhere
Minister might have a go at tackling the problemsgelse. Obviously, the decision by the Premier to close
but even he is still on trial; | am reliably informed down Lake Cowal overnight delivered that message
that yet another Minister for Fair Trading will be also, as did the need to spend $6 million for
appointed during the parliamentary recess. That wiknvironmental groups in order to get Lake Cowal
make four Ministers for Fair Trading in six months. going again. That downturn is also reflected in the
Minister's budget papers, which show in the
Mr O'Farrell: Have you got a job? Minister's own handwriting a forecast downgrading
of investment in new mines in New South Wales
Mr J. H. TURNER: It is almost as many as under this Government from $1.6 billion to $900
the number of directors-general; they have had fivenillion for the next financial year. That is the
directors-general or acting directors-general in 2Wlinister's forecast. The Minister is going to write
years. It becomes confusing. | repeat, the fair tradingff $700 million worth of new investment in New
budget has been overspent by $20 million, with $1&outh Wales because of the inept actions of the
million for employee-related expenses. That is &overnment.
matter of grave concern. One of the main concerns
is that this budget overexpenditure has occurred  Dr KERNOHAN (Camden) [11.10 a.m.]: A
despite its supplementation with substantial sums qtcent survey of community attitudes in the Camden
money when the former Minister, three removedelectorate indicated that the areas regarded as posing
seized the funds of the Property Services Councthe greatest problems were health, crime prevention
and other organisations. About $30 million went intoand education. Hence, | will deal mainly with these
the fund just from the Property Services Councibreas and the Labor Government's perceived
alone. Yet the department still managed tdnability or reluctance to solve these problems. |
overspend its budget by $20 million. The budget forefer firstly to health. Prior to the 1995 election a
fair trading was strangely silent about the need t@40 million new hospital was promised for Camden
educate young people, particularly about persond@y Labor. However, in 1997-98 the Macarthur health
debt and about buying as a result of advertising onetwork strategy was announced, with a budget of
the Internet and on television. Statistics have show$85.6 million, to be completed in 2002, in which
that personal debt on credit cards in Australia aCamden Hospital was to be upgraded at a cost of
present has blown out to $60.9 billion. Regrettably$15.3 million—in this case, a $24.7 million broken
that is a problem that will come back and bite thispromise.
Government and governments of the future. Pro-
active action must be taken by the Minister for Fair The latest budget shows an estimated

Trading, through his department highlighting the reabxpenditure to date of only $3.298 million—the
problems associated with personal debt in Australiaaquivalent of 3.85 per cent of the total $85.6 million
particularly in New South Wales, and emphasisingromised. This year $6.8 million, or 7.94 per cent,
the need for people to exercise restraint in thahas been allocated, which will cover the completion
regard. of the Tahmoor and Rosemeadow health centres and
provision of Outreach mobile vans, but not a great
The most damning part of the budget forgeal more in terms of the necessary refurbishment of
mineral resources is the downgrading of thecamden Hospital. Thvlacarthur Advertiserof 27

coalition's Discovery 2000 program. That programviay made the following announcement:
has been hailed by industry, the community, and

indeed by the wider international market, as one of The redevelopment of Camden Hospital may begin as early as
the best initiatives for mineral resources ever September.
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Macarthur Health Service general manager Lesia Gale sai@ueen Victoria Hospital benefited from the budget
project planning for the $85.6 million Macarthur Health by $2.7 million in capital works funding to complete

Network, including $15.3 million on Camden Hospital, is now . .
at a "concept stage”. the half-finished new nursing home complex.

While Camden Hospital is being redeveloped, Mrs Gale The next item of concern to my residents is
assured "appropriate arrangements” would be made for therjme | that regard | will talk about police services
temporary transfer of some services to Campbelltown Hospital the C d lect t N | dent
during the construction period. n e Camaen elec OI‘E.I. e. eqry every responden

to my recent survey listed crime as one of the

Problems that needed urgent attention. The budget

Camden Hospital's refurbishment, which include: apers state that a record number of police—

e rose-built theatre complex. including a da 3,407—will be working in New South Wales this
W purp ul pex, ncluding Aear. But the Government's own statistics obtained

pr(_)ce_dure _unlt;_a new pu_rpose-de&gqed maternity jer the freedom of information provisions show
unit, including birthing a unit located adjacent to thethat actual police numbers on 30 November 1997
new theatres; two lifts to replace the existing lift;yere 13 415. This does not tell the complete story,
complete renewal of mechanical and electricals experienced police are resigning in record
systems; a palliative care ward which takes intg,ymbers because of low morale and are being

consideration the needs of families as well aseplaced by inexperienced rookies straight from the
patients; an aged-care and rehabilitation ward witBcademy.

windows; and a medical and surgical ward with

piped oxygen to each bed. Those facilities are much ¢ Sydney Morning Heraldof 1 May
needed. Such proposals mean virtually gutting thgyplished a list of rankings of local government
three-storey Hodge block and other parts of th@reas in respect of robbery and home break and
hospital. The community has been vocal in itsenter offences per 100,000 of population.
criticism of the proposed temporary moving ofCampbelltown, with 231.8, ranked 17th in a list of
services to Campbelltown. The greatest fear is th&0 council areas for robbery and 10th, with 2,052.9
those services will not be returned in the future. Theper 100,000 of population, for house break and
article in theMacarthur Advertisercontinued: enters. The sign of the times, however, was that
Camden listed 49th on the house break and enter list
"The temporary trar_13fers will only be for the redevelopmentyith a figure 1,163.2. This is confirmed by figures
stage gnd they will be transferred back as soon as thﬁ’om the New South Wales Bureau of Crime
renovations are complete." .
Statistics and Research that show percentage
Acting director of nursing Greer Jones said all staff at Camder-ﬂncreases in the following types of crime in the
Hospital would be kept informed. Camden area for the period 1995 to 1997: break and
enter dwelling, 97 per cent; motor vehicle theft, 68
"Any rumours that staff will be losing jobs or that the hospital per cent; steal from motor vehicle, 25 per cent;
will be closing completely are utterly untrue”. assaults, 44 per cent; steal from dwelling, 47 per
cent; and arson, 183 per cent.
The lack of community trust in the Government's
proposals is indicated by a further release in the  citizens are worried, and although the police
Macarthur Chronicleof 10 June from Ms Gale in are doing their best it is not good enough. They
response to a letter from the secretary of the Saugeed more manpower and more assistance from the
Camden Hospital Committee: courts in dealing with recidivists. At a
Campbelltown Alive meeting chaired by the mayor
Ms Gale said aIFhough theatre surgery and materni_ty deIivgrieat Campbelltown City Council on 18 December, at
would temporarily transfer to Campbelltown Hospital during . S . . .
the redevelopment, mothers and babies would return té!"h"?h JO|nt_ COUDCII' community and pollce_ efforts
Camden after the birth. against crime in Campbelltown were discussed,
Campbelltown patrol commander Superintendent
The need for that second statement once agaBen Feszezuk gave the following statistics on crime
indicates the worries and fears that the people dfi Campbelltown. As at 30 April this year
Camden have. Once started, it is imperative that theampbelltown patrol had the ninth highest crime
refurbishment progresses as quickly as possible tate ranking in New South Wales. Last month the
minimise disruption of services to the Camderrankings and statistics were as follows: assaults,
community. To this end it should not commencefourth at 107 per month; stealing, 27th at 241 per
until fully funded, even though currently somemonth; robbery, 22nd at 23 per month; break and
services are diverted to Campbelltown becausenters, 21st at 183 per month; and motor vehicle
doctors prefer to use the facilities there. Thankfullytheft, seventh at 106 per month.

| have been informed of some of the proposals fo
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Superintendent Feszezuk outlined somaeeded facility begin? Some $191,000 has been
initiatives that were reducing the problem, butallocated to finish the new hall under construction at
obviously it is a slow process. What is the CarMawarra school, which will be completed almost
Government doing to put more police back onfour years after it was promised during the last
policing duties? Page 4-184 of Budget Paper No. Blection campaign. However, Narellan Public
states that 150 police doing prisoner escort an8chool, with a student body of 474, is one of the
administration duties have already returned tmldest in the area—123 years old this year—and has
policing duties. This is commendable, but accordingnever had a school hall.
to the Daily Telegraph of 5 June the Attorney
General has directed police and sheriffs to escort  After being refused funding on a number of
women who have apprehended violence ordemsccasions over many years and by many
against their partners to and from court. With AVOsgovernments, the school stopped making
mainly taken out by women—over 20,000 wereapplications. Hence, there were no requests in 1995
processed in 1996 and 12,000 in 1997—how manwhen election promises were made to newer and
police will this typical knee-jerk response from smaller schools. Hopefully the school will be luckier
Labor take from normal duties? The budget has 1999. Confusion reigns as to what is happening
allocated $50,000 for a new police station awith the new Camden high school. Under the
Narellan. However, this can only be a planningheading "New Works—Camden High School
figure, as not much more than a garage can be bulReplacement Stage 2" $598,000 has been allocated
for $50,000 these days. The lead article by Vanesdar 1998-99 of a total cost of $3.68 million. The
Mace in theCamden and Wollondilly Timesf 10 Budget also shows "Continuing Works—Camden
June tells the story much better than | can. Théligh School Replacement Stage 1" for which $2.50
article is headed "New police station at Narellammillion of a total cost of $13.28 million allocated for
promise", and states: 1998-99. | understand that the development

application has not yet been submitted, so
Its official—Narellan has netted a multi-million dollar police construction cannot progress. The only expenditure
station at a yet to be revealed location. on the high school so far has been for the purchase
But the Carr Government, which announced plans for the 5133.(})]c land _and for plannlng. I wonQer how much
million station last week, is refusing to comment on the futureCONStruction can be carried out in the next 12
of Camden's existing 24 hour station. months, and whether the school will be completed
by the proposed date in 2000.

The Government is also refusing to reveal any details about

:Eg ;gav:/r l;lg(r)%llan station which is supposed to be in use before Everybody, except the Minister for Education

and Training, seems to appreciate the population
A spokeswoman from the Minister for Police, Paul Whelan,growth in the Wollondilly shire and the need for
said she was not at liberty to say if police from Camdenplanning of a second high school. In a letter to me
would be moved to Narellan to staff the new station. dated 9 December 1997 the Minister acknowledged
She said: "The issue of police numbers is a matter for théhat Picton High SC.hOOI has an enrolment capacny
NSW Palice Service. All | can say is that the Government hasO]c 1,130 _StUdems with one demountable on site, and
now officially allocated $3.57 million. And the police service the sloping nature of the land presents some
are now in negotiations to buy land." constraints. Current enrolments are 1,175, and one
extra demountable has been provided, which is fine,
She would not comment on whether the Camden Statiorbut any more will radically affect the useable
would be downgraded to a shopfront. Local police contacted .
by The Times last week said they had been sworn to secrec{/',ecreatlon argas O.f the school grounds. mden
commenting that the new station "was a matter for thedNd Wollondilly Timesof 25 February carried an
politicians". article in which Mayor of Wollondilly indicated that
the last census showed a growth rate for Wollondilly
That is a perfect example of the community's lack obf 7 per cent, and asked for one new high school in
trust in the Government. Two major questions mustne Tahmoor-Bargo area and one somewhere
be answered with respect to the police station: firsthetween Warragamba and The Oaks. | have spoken
will there be extra police to man the station when iin this House about the need for a second high
is built? And, second, what will be the role of theschool in the area, yet no money has been allocated
Camden police station? | now turn to educationin the Budget to purchase a site—the first step in a
Much has been made of the announcement of a netwveoretical three-year program to build a new high
primary school at Currans Hill, but only $200,000 ofschool.
the total $3.126 million cost has been allocated in
the 1998-99 budget. This figure will cover only Moreover, the reality of purchase, approval
planning costs. When will construction of this muchand construction times these days is a minimum of
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five years, which could extend to eight to get a newmore than 30 years old and six that are more than
high school up and running. The only real winner in20 years old. Such old tankers must be replaced to
the education stakes was Campbelltown TAFEavoid future tragedies.
which received $4.086 million of the $6.308 million
needed for arts, media and child studies facilities. | The budget contains no funding for major road
was unable to find out how much of that money wasmprovements in the Camden electorate. The
Federal and how much was State. The Pictofmuch-needed M5 east motorway, which was
sewerage scheme has been an ongoing matter f@inounced for the forthcoming year, is the only
about 30 years. The major cost for the Pictorproject in the entire capital works budget that does
sewerage scheme is not listed in the budget papefget have an estimated total cost. The axiom "Better
as it is being negotiated as a build-own-operatgste than never" is again applicable here, despite
scheme. Despite recent statements by Sydney Waig|ays that have led to $20 million of New South
officers, in response to my question last week thgyales taxpayers' money being paid in damages to
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning stated thatihe motorway operators. On 27 May | spoke in this
the $3,000 capital contribution per service does nQlisuse about the problems of changing the M5
have to be paid by residents, and | thank thefore the M5 east is complete. | will not recount
Minister for that statement and confirmation. those problems again today. Though the Cowpasture
) ) Road-Camden Valley Way-Bringelly Road
The Picton scheme must go ahead. It is at thgyiersection is currently in the Labor electorate of

tendering stage. Eerhaps this is anothgr bett.er—latg:,:ldgeryS Creek, | am pleased that $5.3 million of
than-never scenario. However, Wollondilly re&dentqhe total cost of $7.2 million has been allocated in

with on-site sewerage systems are being slugged $30. year's budget for its upgrading. | thank the

for registration and $70 for inspections under Labof\/linister for that. My recent speech in this House on
Government regulations. After all these years, .. subject has been vindicated by an
another 18 months u_ntll the completion O.f theacknowledgement of the problems created by this
sewerage system for Picton, Tahmoor and ThwlmerFoad and the provision of funds in this budget.

will have little deleterious effect on the environment.

Surely an exemption from these charges can be
granted for those residents who have waited so long
for their promised sewerage system. One of the fully )
funded items for the Camden electorate in this'\/I Dr KERNOHAN: 1 have thanked the

Budget is the promise of new fire stations for inister, that 'S enough. The budget includes a
Narellan and Rosemeadow. Page 4-130 of Budg@{30,000 allocation for the upgrade of Campbelltown
ﬁailway station, but that amount will only fund the

Paper No. 2 states that $6.4 million has bee ; ) :
completion of work on various sections of the

allocated for six new fire stations, including those~~" | ) )
mentioned, together with associated full year'statlon that were previously listed for upgrade. | am
recurrent expenditure of $3.8 million pleased that the Labor Government will continue the

major upgrade of this station that was commenced

However, on page 31 of the western Sydne)Py the former coalition Government. The upgrade

budget statement the figures for these six statio§cludes the installation of a lift at the north end of
are shown as $8.4 milion and $4.1 million the overhead bridge to the major car park area. The

respectively. Whichever is correct, it is hoped thainstallation of that lift has been complicated by the
Rosemeadow and Narellan will get their muchfact that the Department of Transport and
needed new fire stations. However, the question i§@mpbelltown City Council had an interest in that
whether they will be manned by permanent firédréa and in its upgrading. However, more than three
brigade personnel or volunteers, who are paid ¥ears have now passed and there appears to be no
retainer with hourly rates for attending emergenciegolution to that problem. A lift has certainly not
and training. The fastest growing area in New SoutReen installed and the car park has not been
Wales deserves full-time professionals to protect ityPgraded. When will that occur? | thought the
communities. The Rural Fire Service budgeMinister for the Olympics, the former Minister for
includes $19 million towards a continuing tankerRoads, would have sorted out these problems and
program which will provide an additional 155 newWwould have ensured that his railway station, which is
tankers and 100 to 150 replacement and second-haft$o used by my constituents, was upgraded properly
tankers statewide. Although Wollondilly Bush Fireunder the Carr Labor Government.

Service has received many tankers in the past eight

years, it has a lot of bush and many bush fire Debate adjourned on motion by Mr
brigades. It is still operating six tankers that areShedden.

Mr Scully: Give us a big tick.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS Recently a man in Albury was shot at his
business premises. As a result police raided
Private members' statements, by leave, properties owned by the Black Uhlan biker gang and

taken forthwith. a home owned by Mr Allan Arthur Whittaker. When
they raided that home they found that Mr Whittaker,
ALBURY ELECTORATE DRUG DEALING who was not licensed to own firearms, had a

pump-action shotgun, a .357 magnum revolver,
Mr GLACHAN (Albury) [11.30 a.m.]: My ammunition for .22 calibre, .38 calibre and 3.57
constituents are gravely concerned about the lenientlibre firearms and shotgun ammunition. They
sentences being imposed on people involved in druigund a spiked mace, a slingshot fitted with a wrist
dealing. There have been a number of recerirace, a knuckleduster with spikes and blade, a .22
examples of that in my electorate. The police are soalibre rifle with a silencer, another shotgun in Mr
concerned that they have taken the unusual step @fhittaker's garage and more ammunition, and two
writing to the Director of Public Prosecutions aboutbundles of cannabis weighing 1,096 grams with a
some of the light sentences that have been imposatteet value of more than $32,000. When Mr
and the need to appeal against those sentenc&ghittaker appeared in court the magistrate said that
Honourable members would be aware that the use b had more than three times the deemed supply
drugs in our community is ruining the lives of manyamount of 300 grams.
young people and their families. Drug-taking is
extremely destructive. Young lives are being lost or The magistrate said that these were serious
ruined. In the Albury electorate there has been aharges, but Mr Whittaker got a $1,000 two-year
recent rash of petty crime and burglaries associatdzbnd, was fined $500 dollars and got 200 hours
with drug taking. community service. That is ridiculous! This matter
was dealt with only recently by the courts. The DPP
Young people who are desperate for moneghould appeal in both of the cases to which | have
will do anything to get hold of some cash so theyreferred. Offenders such as these should go to gaol.
can buy drugs. They break into houses regularlyThe community expects and wants them to go to
There are reports of young people carrying sportgaol. The police have worked hard to bring them to
bags who are breaking into houses and stealingstice and they are disappointed because, after all
whatever they can get their hands on to feed thetheir hard work, offenders are given community
dreadful drug habits. The police are spending a greaervice orders. In this case the judge said that the
deal of time and community money to combat thisoffender lived too far from the gaol to be given a
dreadful scourge in our community. Last year thesentence of periodic detention. It is nonsense! Drug
police conducted an expensive surveillance programhealers are ruining lives and destroying our society,
and, as a result, arrested Sylvia Planing and Edwaahd the courts are treating the whole matter as a
Tindle, who were found with drugs. They werejoke.
arrested as a result of police had tapping their
phones and recording conversations between them. CANTERBURY ELECTORATE CRIME
Police then found a large quantity of amphetamines
at Sylvia Planing's home. Those people had been Mr MOSS (Canterbury) [11.35 p.m.]:
planning to cut those amphetamines with glucoseShoplifting and armed robberies are on the increase
thus providing them with a large quantity of drugsin my electorate. Shoplifting has become virtually a
which would have been worth a great deal of moneyaily occurrence. A group of shops is usually
on the street. knocked over all at once. Hardly a week goes by
when | am not informed of an armed hold-up at a
Sylvia Planing was sentenced at Cootamundrahop, garage or bank. Armed hold-ups are the most
court to nine months gaol and Edward Tindle wagxtreme form of shoplifting. Burglars are escaping
ordered to perform 500 hours community servicewith goods or cash and shopkeepers, their staff and
Those sentences are totally inadequate. So far asclistomers run the risk of being injured or killed by
am aware, the Director of Public Prosecutions hasome half-crazed burglar. Police at Campsie have
not yet decided whether to appeal against thosacknowledged the seriousness of the situation and
sentences. The judge who sentenced Tindle said thadve decided to do something positive in an effort to
he would not impose a sentence of weekendeduce crime and to demonstrate to the crooks that
detention because he lived too far from the gaol anthe Campsie local area command is not a pushover
it would be inconvenient for him. That is too bad forfor burglaries and, in particular, is no easy target for
Mr Tindle! He was prepared to ruin the lives ofarmed hold-ups. To this end an armed robbery
young people and he should have been sent to gaohwareness forum has been organised by Campsie
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police and members of the local business communitigeen a positive response from local business people.
are being encouraged to attend. The forum will takéf no-one is shot at or physically attacked in an
place on 7 July at Canterbury Leagues Club a&rmed hold-up the public tends to dismiss it as being
Belmore, which is a central location for the Campsieno big deal, and we tend to forget the mental trauma
command and is well placed to attract members o person can suffer as a result of a hold-up. Few
the business community from nearby suburbs lik@people would remain mentally unscarred if they
Campsie and Earlwood. found themselves looking down the barrel of a
sawn-off shotgun, and that is what frequently occurs.
In the words of the police the aim of the
forum is to promote a pro-active deterrent to armed
hold-ups and a reactive preparedness to handle such | am pleased that the forum will also give
instances. The police consider it necessary tadvice on assistance to the victims of armed hold-
educate the business community who, in manups. That segment of the forum demonstrates the
instances, have not helped the situation with respectring nature of Campsie police. | congratulate them
to armed hold-ups or, should | say, have unwittinglyon organising this forum. | stress that this move is
contributed to the success of many armed hold-upsot the result of a directive from the Commissioner
The forum will therefore provide a number of of Police or police headquarters or the regional
important tips to prevent armed hold-ups and theffice. The forthcoming forum, which undoubtedly
procedures which should be followed in the event oWill be successful, is the brainchild of the Campsie
a hold-up. The forum will not be a public meetinglocal area command. The Campsie Police
as such; it will be more like a training seminar toSuperintendent, Morris West, his fellow officers and
equip business people with the necessary skills tstaff are to be commended for addressing the
deter hold-ups and prevent unnecessary violence. groblem of armed hold-ups in such a positive way.
range of expert speakers will address the forunin particular, | thank Detectives Davis and Birch for
including a fingerprinting expert, a crime scenetheir hard work in organising the forum. The
sergeant, an officer from the police video unit,decision to conduct this forum demonstrates a
security industry personnel and a representative @ommitment by Campsie police to stamp out armed
the Sydney City Mission victims of crime unit. hold-ups within its local area command, and | have
no doubt that this event will serve as a model that
Needless to say, the line-up of speakers willill be followed by other police commands.
deal with all the important matters associated with
hold-ups. Paul Birch and Jeff Davis, the two SEVEN HILLS CAR PARK SURVEILLANCE
detectives responsible for organising the forum, have
assembled an information kit to be distributed to all Mr MERTON (Baulkham Hills) [11.40 a.m.]:
participants. That kit includes suggested warningdn 26 May | raised in this House concerns about
signs that indicate premises are under videsurveillance problems at the Seven Hills commuter
surveillance and an incident report sheet whickear park. Some of my constituents had queried how
provides a simple but effective way of describing artheir vehicles could have been vandalised when the
offender. Police do not profess to have all thecar park was supposedly under video surveillance.
answers to hold-up prevention. They are keen tét that time | urged the Minister for Transport to
learn and the kit includes information sheets to bémmediately investigate the video surveillance
returned to the police which detail individual equipment that was located in the car park. In
shopkeeper's observations and concerns. response, the Minister for Education and Training,
who was in the Chamber at the time, indicated that
Although the forum is primarily for business he was aware that the car park had been the subject
people, | have been invited to attend, and | anof a great deal of investigation and there had been
looking forward to it. After having been briefed on many associated problems of vandalism and theft.
the format of the forum, | am convinced more than
ever of the need to educate and re-educate the The Minister for Education and Training said
community and to update information on matterghat the latest information he had from the Minister
connected with armed hold-ups. For example, théor Transport was that a decision about the
police have already given me a range of simple tipsupervision of the video surveillance equipment had
to deter armed robbers. In an effort to track dowrbeen delayed because of a demarcation dispute
criminals, the police ask shopkeepers to adopgtetween transport workers and the police. | first
certain procedures after an armed hold-up hawised this matter in February last year, and | am
occurred. The best way to introduce these measureppalled to advise the House that it has still not
is by way of explanation to the business communitybeen rectified. A letter published in this weekidls
That will occur at the forum, to which there hasNewsstates that the writer's car had been vandalised
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at the Seven Hills car park, and that from talking tan the Hills News an excellent publication, also
others he had learned that one person's car had besated:
stolen three times and another car, considered
unstealable, had disappeared, whilst other car We have a wonderful multi-level car parking facility at Seven
windscreené had been smashed’ All of these crimes Hills station. It is reasonable to expect it to be secure and
. ’ . . thereby encourage people to take the train and reduce the
OCCUTI'Ed a.t the Seven HI"S car park, WhICh IS po||ut|0n created by private cars.
supposedly under video surveillance.
The security of the Seven Hills car park is an
After making further inquiries last Monday important issue for the residents of my electorate
from Superintendent Ballard, the local areaand for the residents of other areas who regularly
commander of Blacktown police, | received writtenuse it. The letter continued:
confirmation about the state of the surveillance
system at this car park. The superintendent stated Please don't let thieves and vandals continue their selfish
that following the police restructure responsibility —Practices unopposed.
for the system was transferred to Blacktown Police . . . . .
. y I . ?jOII’] with the author of the letter in demanding
Station and the responsibility for the review of the_ )
: . . action to ensure the safety and security of Seven
tapes was given to the Blacktown intelligence’,’ : .
. . L “Hills Railway Station. The author of the letter also
officer, who reviews the tapes when an incident is

. made the following point:
reported. However, the system has not been working gp

for one month beFause Of. poor _plcture qual'ty'_ The Most worrying, however, is the thought that if cars can be so
superintendent said that discussions were continuing easily stolen or broken into with such regularity, then how
with the Department of Transport to improve the safe are the people returning to their cars?

quality of the tape and to correct the camera angle, _ )
focus and car park lighting. People who leave their cars at Seven Hills car park

do so with a false sense of security. | ask the

As the local area commander SuperintenderMiniSter for Transport to look into the matter
Ballard will not sign off on an agreement for the urgently, because both lives and property are at risk.

operation of the closed circuit television system,

which is owned by the Department of Transport, MrACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry): |
until it is of a satisfactory standard. | fully welcome to the gallery students from the Auburn

understand his position and support him in hisAdUIt Migrant Education Service.

endeavours. He went on to say that on 8 May advice
was received from the Department of Transport that

work on the system would be completed in May. Mr MILLS (Wallsend) [11.45 a.m.]: | bring

The work has not been completed, and no furtheg, the attention of the House the inability of some of
completion date has been specified. | commend thig,y, constituents to access the natural gas distribution
hard-worqug police superintendent for his efforts-network, even though their neighbours can access
He has given patrol cars the task of regularlyfne same form of energy. Last year one of my
patrolling the car park and has asked his officers aggnstituents, Kath Wilcox, contacted AGL Gas
part of their daily duties to speak to relevant persongetworks Limited in the Hunter to request gas
in the vicinity. A number of arrests have been mad@onnection to her house in Longworth Avenue,
as a result of that strategy. In addition, a number of ardiff. She had lived in the same house for 30
arrests have been made as a result of covejkars and was faced with the necessity of replacing
operations that have been conducted at the car parker water heater and major appliances, including
space heating. Having read AGL's advertisements,
Car theft is a significant problem in the she chose to use gas.
western suburbs of Sydney. Yet this video
surveillance equipment, which is owned by the She phoned AGL about the installation of gas
Department of Transport, is obviously inadequate tappliances and was told that gas would not be
protect the cars of many of my constituents, whaonnected to her property unless four other residents
drive to Seven Hills Railway Station to commute toliving in houses between her residence and a
their places of employment. Honourable membergesidence seven houses up the street, where the gas
will recall that on many occasions | have spokersupply pipes ended, also required gas connection.
about the lack of a rail service for my constituentsAfter taking up a petition amongst neighbours on
who are forced to leave their cars in the Seven Hilloth sides of her street and in a side street, Davies
car park. Surely it is not too much to ask that theiStreet, not four but 16 households wanted gas
vehicles be protected. The letter that was publishegPnnection. Two weeks later a written reply from

NEWCASTLE GAS SUPPLY CONNECTION
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AGL, Charlestown, indicated that the information The brave new world of competition and
given to Kath Wilcox over the phone was unreliablereform is leaving some of my constituents in limbo.
The goal posts had been moved. The manager &GL says that it is not allowed to cross-subsidise
sales, northern New South Wales stated: anymore. Domestic consumers cannot be subsidised
by commercial consumers or industrial consumers.
Thank you for your effort in providing a petition to connect A pipe cannot be put in the ground unless it turns a
Natural Gas to your street. profit. The supplier cannot service a new residential
Unfortunately the number of customers and potential gas IoaQOCket and spread the cost over existing residential
does not justify a mains extension to your street. Again thani@f€as. These are the rules set down by the regulator,
you for your enquiry. the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal.
IPART inspects AGL's books. If capital spent on
Mrs Wilcox came to me as the local memberservicing an unserviced area is not justified, the
seeking assistance, so | made representations to tfegulator can penalise the gas company using
then Minister for Energy asking that he approachmechanisms such as adjusting prices or disallowing
AGL with a view to reconsidering its negative the taking of new capital spending into account for
decision. | also pursued a reconsideration directlgstablishing a reasonable return.
with AGL. | told the Minister that a monopoly
provider had some obligation to provide a service to I had asked AGL to consider going
the community, particularly when surrounding partsoccasionally beyond the economically justifiable so
of the same suburb are already connected to the gas to obtain the reputation of a considerate supplier
supply. The new Minister, the Hon. Bob Debus,and good corporate citizen. AGL has explained to
replied earlier this year. | thank him for beingme the extensive process it used in this case, and in
present in the Chamber to respond to my statemerdll cases, to assess the economic justification for
He wrote: "short mains extensions". It has advised again that
the Longworth Avenue mains extension is not
An important feature of the competitive gas market is that gagustified. | hope that the situation will change. A
distributors are not compelled by legislation to extend,qjeyy of the Gas Supply Act should start later this
distribution systems or to connect the premises of prospective . .
gas users to these systems. Nor are gas suppliers compelled%gar' The domestic gas supply market is not yet
suppy ... The Act facilitates the development of a Contestable but that will eventually come, we are
competitive gas market within which the decision to supplytold. The Parliament only this month passed the Gas

gas and extend distribution systems is a matter of commerciq:bipe”nes Access Bill. Last month AGL told me:
judgment for gas suppliers and gas distributors
respectivef . . . AGL hasadvised that Mrs Wilcox's residence

is 140 metres from the nearest distribution system and that the
provision of pipes to her and other interested residents in the
street would be uncommercial at this time.

| hope the time is not too distant when it will be possible to
have crews in those areas of Cardiff without natural gas.

For me it will be a test of the new competitive

| have no grounds on which to dispute this view, and @ses regime whether residential consumers have pipes
Supply Actdoes not provide me with the power to intervene.l Frpn ; ; :

: e aid in their streets.Time expire
Regrettably for Mrs Wilcox, AGL's decision means that T pired

natural gas will not be an energy choice for her in the ) o
immediate future. Mr DEBUS (Blue Mountains—Minister for

Energy, Minister for Tourism, Minister for
Like any good local member | considered that it wasCorrective  Services, Minister for Emergency
too early to give up at that point. | have had furtherServices, and Minister Assisting the Premier on the
contact directly with AGL Gas Networks, and | Arts) [11.50 a.m.]: | thank the honourable member
thank it for its courtesy and patience in dealing withfor Wallsend for raising this issue and for his
my further inquiries. Whatever the merits of theinterest in energy policies across New South Wales.
microeconomic reform processes applying to ga8GL sells gas to 700,000 households in New South
supply to residential customers in New South Walesiales, but that is less than 30 per cent of the total
including the application of competition policy, the households across the State. This compares with 77
regime has failed to deliver a service and failed tger cent of Victorian households buying gas from
deliver energy choice to some of the people oAGL. Obviously, the utilisation of gas as a highly
Cardiff. There are many more pockets of homes irfficient domestic energy source is not as high as it
Cardiff apart from the one in Longworth Avenueshould be. That is an issue for government, AGL
where people do not have access to gas supply. Bmd regulators to consider. However, increasing
some degree this is the fault of an old regime imumbers of people are appreciating the
which the failed Aberdare County Council did notenvironmental cost benefits of gas. Given those
deliver comprehensive gas supply to suburbs of thieenefits, | am not surprised that the honourable
city of Lake Macquarie. member for Wallsend should be so effectively
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representing the interests of his constituents in this rest. Upon waking, we had noticed that an infringement notice
matter. had been issued whilst we had been sleeping in the vehicle.
The notice was served at 3.42 am with no effort to wake us

. . . and communicate that we were infringing the local council
| point O.Ut that electricity companies SuCh @S policy. The sign post advising that the car park is closed
EnergyAustralia are compelled to provide electricity between the hours of 1 am and 5 am was not lit, nor did we

to households by the Electricity Supply Act. They have the capacity to wander around car parks at 1.15 am and
operate under an obligation to supply because "€ad fine print signs in darkngs . .

electricity is an essential commodity. No such ] ) o

legislative provisions exist under the Gas Supply "€ council policy clearly infringes the State
Act, and that is because gas is not an essenti§iOvernment program that encourages people to
commodity but an energy of choice. People choos8lop, revive and survive. While the area was
gas over electricity. The Gas Supply Act facilitatesadvertised as a car park, the car park was closed
the development of a competitive market in whichb€tween 1.00 a.m. and 5.00 a.m., and the sign is not
the decision to supply gas and extend distributiogven illuminated so that people who arrive in
systems is a matter of commercial judgment. If AGLdarkness cannot see it. The council, fully aware of
refuses to extend the pipeline to residents in Cardifthat, is issuing infringement notices. What council
the Act does not give me power to intervene. Butisually has rangers operating at three o'clock in the
the Act does end the effective monopoly that AGLmorning? If the Minister is serious about cutting the
has in the past enjoyed by progressively introducingoad toll and encouraging people to rest when they
competition into the gas industry. In other wordsare fatigued—I believe he is; he certainly gets a
other companies from now on will be able to gaingood deal of television mileage and is not a person
access to AGL's existing network and the monopolyo shy away from that—he will contact Byron
supply of gas to New South Wales will soon be acouncil and other councils saying that if they have
thing of the past. | thank the honourable member foecar parks that are available to "stop, revive and
his interest and assure him that | will again raise thisurvive" they should be kept open and not closed off
matter with AGL and ask it to carefully re-examineduring certain periods of the night.

the issue to identify options that may benefit the

citizens of Cardiff. Time expired If car parks are to be closed off at certain
periods of the night, that should be made clear to
BYRON BAY PARKING people. Road users should not be subjected to unfair

impediments when they are seeking to comply with

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [11.52 a.m.]: | State government policy, which encourages people
speak on behalf of Daniel Johnstone, a resident @b stop after a certain amount of time and rest. In

whom the central coast is very proud. He is ahis case an outstanding son of the central coast has
champion sailor of Olympic standard and 22 yearbeen subjected to this ill-founded council policy. |
old. He recently won his class at the Queenslandrge the Minister to support my application to have
State sailing championships and hopes to progress figis infringement notice withdrawn. Further, | urge
represent Australia in the year 2000 Olympichim as a matter of general policy to contact councils
Games. He has raised with me a concern whicthat provide car-parking facilities on main highways,
would be of interest to every member of the Housgvhich are valuable and well-used, to ensure that

relating to the program to educate drivers not tahey are open to all users and that they are well
drive for too long but to "stop, revive and survive", gdvertised.

as the slogan has it. Mr Johnstone wrote:

Mr  SCULLY  (Smithfield—Minister for

Our travel from the Gold Coast, Queensland to the Centralrransport, and Minister for Roads) [11_57 a_m_]: If
Coast in NSW required many hours of driving after competin
at the Queensland State Sailing Championships. Myself a%e honourable member _for Gosford _has not already
my sailing partner had been exhausted from the days sailinfPrmally corresponded with me on this matter, | ask
activities and were expecting to make our journey home thahim to send me a copy of the infringement notice
evening. After driving for over two hours in the light rain we and | will gladly take the matter up with the relevant
had both become very tired and in urgent need of some sleepocal council. | am sure the council has a parking
The next opportunity available to park our van and 25 foot . . . .
trailer . . . wastaken. This required us to move away from the policy dealing with matters ) other _than fatigue
side of the Pacific Highway and use an available area to "stoghanagement—probably a policy designed to stop
revive and survive". The total length of our vehicle Warrantspeople parking in an area for a particular reason
the use of off-road parking and the Byron Bay exit hadghoyt which the council is aware, though | am not. |
indicated the town was only 5 kilometres and suitable parkin%Oin with the honourable member for Gosford in
would be available. . ; .

seeking to do everything possible to encourage stop,
On arriving at the town ship at approximately 1.15 am, werevive and survive. Driver fatigue is a killer, along
made use of the first available car park to gain some sleep angijth speed and drink-driving_ Drivers become
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sleepy, close their eyes and often kill someone. |

will do all I can to have the council give a special

exemption to his constituent. | cannot comment on

the council's policy on parking, but | will be happy
to take the matter up with the council if the

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

intolerance, people of the Ottoman Empire lived side by side
harmoniously, free of any religious and racist persecution. It
may suffice to recall that thousands of Jews escaping
oppression in Europe five hundred years ago found a safe
haven in Turkey.

honourable member for Gosford corresponds wite continued to explain his position. In a letter

me formally.

addressed to me dated 11 May the President of the

New South Wales Council of Turkish Associations

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION

Mr NAGLE (Auburn) [11.59 a.m.]: On 17
April 1997 the Leader of the Opposition moved a
motion about the Armenian genocide. He joined
with members of the New South Wales Armenian
community in honouring the memory of the 1.5
million men, women and children who fell victim to
the first genocide of the twentieth century. He

said:

Many people with Turkish heritage live in the electorate you
represent. They are concerned that this decision was made in
Parliament with only the Armenian point of view being
expressed. There armany historical inaccuracies in the
information which was presented to Parliament. We are
collecting information written in English about the historical
events and will forward this to you. Studying both sides will
allow you to have impartial judgement.

condemned the genocide of the Armenians and all
other acts of genocide. The House should haveknow Mr Orel to be an honest, decent man and |
condemned all acts of genocide and not just thatccept what he has said about the Turkish people. |
one. | first met members of the large Turkishhave received numerous letters and e-mail
community in my electorate in 1969. They havecorrespondence from the Turkish community.
lived in my area since then and | have found then¥nfortunately, the New South Wales Council of
to be honourab|e, decent’ honest, hardworkinaurkish Associations rejected an offer of a $2,000
people. If any plaque is to be erected in thisgrant for the Australian-Turkish festival. In a letter
Parliament it should be about genocide. One ned@ me dated 15 June Mr Orel stated:
only look at the monument to be erected for the
Great Irish Famine, which one could say was a At a meeting on 19 ‘June_ the Festival _Committee,_which
. . . represents 34 associations in NSW, unanimously decided not
genocide, to realise that it is not an attack on the accept the grant.
English. | have received numerous letters and
representations from the Turkish community and | We took this decision because we wanted you to realise how
shall put to the Parliament its side of the story. In a hurt our community feels about the Armenian memorial issue.
letter sent to theSun-Heraldlast Sunday, Muzaffer
Orel, President of the New South Wales Council of have written to the Premier on a number of
Turkish Associations, said: occasions. Recently the Minister for Information
Technology, the honourable member for Liverpool,
On May 15, 1915, the Ottoman Government took action bythe honourable member for Heffron, the honourable
passing a law to relocate the Armenians to prevent thenmember for Lakemba and | wrote a joint letter to
assisting the Russians and attacking defenceless civilian Turkghe Premier which, following discussions with him,

. . . tated:

According to this law, the Armenians were to be escortedS ated

mainly to Aleppo and Mosul. The governors of the provinces o )
they came from originally were to ensure that they arrived We note the following, in particular:

safely. ]
1. The events that are referred to as the "Armenian

Genocide" are the subject of significant dispute by
constituents of ours from the Turkish Community.

People walked. The climate was harsh. There was a war on.
Famine, disease and brigands reduced numbers. According to
Ottoman archives, it is estimated that 50,000 Armenians died

during the relocation. 2. The discussion to date in the Parliament seems to have

reflected only one side of this dispute. The Turkish

In eastern Turkey at the time these events occurred, 2.5 Community feel they have been ignored.

million Turks also died. However, they were not the result of
planned extermination by the Ottomans. Therefore the deathfhe Turkish people are wonderful, hardworking
were not genocide. Australians. | have visited Turkey five times and
In a letter to me dated 7 May the President of théOund people there to be delightiul, r(_asponS|bIe,
. . . decent and honest. They are not responsible for what
Australian Turkish Social and Cultural Trust Inc. .
) may have happened 80 years ago. The same applies
stated: : . . .
in relation to the history of my family, on both
The concept of "genocide" reflects, fundamentally, a racisﬁ'dels' Thgy were sent out h?re by the English, _one
attitude which could not be attributed to the Ottomans. IndeedOt in chains and another with the threat of being
when Europe was torn apart by religious wars and religiouhiung. | do not condemn the English for that. It is
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yesterday's news. Let us advance to tomorrow and  Access is just as essential for the viability of
remember that the Turkish community is a finethe small airlines as it is for the major airlines.
community. There has been a polarisation of air services in New
South Wales. Eastern Airlines, a major service
COUNTRY AIR SERVICES DEREGULATION provider in parts of New South Wales, is now
owned by Qantas. Kendall Airlines, which operates
Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the out of Wagga Wagga, has been acquired by Ansett.
National Party) [12.04 p.m.]: Once again | bring toHazelton Airlines and Tamair are the only two
the attention of the Parliament deregulation of New@irlines that remain independent. However, the
South Wales country air services and the continuingentralised booking facilities are controlled by the
access to Mascot airport for country commuterstwo major airlines, Qantas and Ansett. All
Access to Mascot airport is extremely important tgdovernment personnel are required to book through
existing residents of rural and regional New Soutfihe government agency, which is controlled by
Wales and will be vital to any future decentralisationQantas. So the squeeze is on. If we allow the
of government departments and private enterprisémaller airlines to be squeezed out of Mascot, by
Country people need access to the Mascot airport &Psts, taxes and charges, or through the forces of
attend to medical, legal and business appointmeng$her commercial operators, we will do a major
because of the increasing centralisation of servicedisservice to local government and to the quality of
from regional and rural New South Wales intolife and the future of the people of regional New
metropolitan areas. At the New South WalesSouth Wales.
National Party Conference held on 12 June in

Orange motion No. 92 reads as follows: | therefore suggest that where a town's
population is 10,000 or less, the existing

That the National Party ensure that regional airlines are nofirrangements should apply and there should be no
forced out of Mascot Airport by excessive landing fees,changes to the regulations in respect of those
infrastructure and landing slot charges. services. The simple benchmark | suggest is that
where the population of a town is 10,000 or less, air
I wish to dwell on those matters. Though both Statgervices should be left as they are; and where the
and Federal governments talk about supportinghwn population is more than 10,000 the air services
regional New South Wales having access to Mascoshould be treated on an individual basis. Clearly, the
it can be done surreptitiously. Because of thgeople of New South Wales who live in smaller
forthcoming sale of Mascot airport, | recently led acommunities do a sterling job in maintaining
delegation comprising the honourable member fogistribution of population. All governments have
Tamworth, as chairman of the country summitenough difficulties these days trying to ensure a
conference, and two members of the countrgpread of population in order to maintain services in
commuter airlines committee to meet with thecountry areas. | ask that all parties recognise the
Federal Minister for Transport and Regionalneed to retain full air services for country
Development, Mr Vaile. We put the case that anjtommuters to Mascot and ensure that charges are
agreement for the sale of Mascot airport shouléppropriate and that small operators are not
contain  contractual obligations that countrysqueezed out for economic reasons. Furthermore, |
commuters are not squeezed out of Mascot. Thgsk all parties to encourage the proper and sensible
Minister gave an assurance that the process wouldanagement of slot times and booking facilities so
be considered and would most likely bethat the country commuter will not be disadvantaged
incorporated. That is being worked on at thepy surreptitious exercises based on commercialism.
moment.
Mr  SCULLY  (Smithfield—Minister for
It is feared that by then only 36-seaterTransport, and Minister for Roads) [12.09 p.m.]: |
passenger aeroplanes will have access to Mascsttare the concern of the Leader of the National
because of the cost factor. A number of countryParty about the impact of Federal Government
towns are currently serviced by much smallempolicy pricing regional airlines out of Mascot. Either
aircraft, particularly towns with a population of lessdirectly or indirectly, there is a policy commitment
than 10,000—the types of towns in which thethat may result in regional airlines being priced to
majority of people in rural New South Wales live. Bankstown. All honourable members would have an
Until recently towns such as Cootamundra, Younginterest in ensuring air access for regional New
Cowra, Forbes, West Wyalong and Condobolin wer&outh Wales operators to Sydney airport and should
serviced by Navaho Chieftain planes, which maytrenuously resist any moves to price them out. | am
have only nine seats. delighted that the National Party Conference joined
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with the Government in taking up these concernshe school celebrated its fortieth anniversary. It
with the Federal Government but, as the Leader ahight be of interest to honourable members to know
the National Party knows, this matter is in the handshat the school was officially opened in 1955 by the
of the National Party Commonwealth Minister forHon. R. J. Heffron, MLA, Deputy Premier and
Transport and Regional Development, the HonMinister for Education. Coal Point Public School
Mark Vaile, the member for Taree. He is a membebegan as a school of four rooms, toilets and a wash
with whom | have a good working rapport, and forshed. The cost of the original school was some
whom | have a lot of time. But, occasionally, he£6,984.10.0. The new administration building was
does not involve himself in issues with which hefunded by the Government and is providing
should become involved. excellent facilities for the staff and school students.

My worry is that the Hon. Mark Vaile should Coal Point Public School is located in a
be telling the Federal Airports Corporation—andpicturesque setting, with expansive open spaces for
subsequently the Sydney Airports Corporationputdoor activity. A new covered outdoor learning
which | understand will be the body created fromarea has been established with the help of the
the FAC—that it should not even be thinking aboutGovernment, and particularly with the work of the
pricing out regional airlines and forcing them tolocal community. As | have said, | have been
Bankstown. That is one reason that the Standindelighted to work with the local school parents and
Committee on State Development has a reference aitizens association over the years that | have been a
regional air services. That committee, chaired by thenember of Parliament and assist them with many of
Hon. Tony Kelly, has been well received in countrytheir problems. Towards the end of March they
New South Wales and by members of the Nationalaised with me a number of concerns about school
Party and their constituents. We will be doing all webuildings, | convened a site meeting on 3 April. To
can to apply pressure to the Federal Governmenthat meeting | invited Department of School
All parties, in a bipartisan approach, should beEducation officials, representatives of the Parents
putting pressure on the Federal National Party andnd Citizens Association and staff of the school in
on the National Party Federal Minister for Transportprder to discuss an infestation of white ants and
the Hon. Mark Vaile, to ensure that he does all helamage to buildings, as well as to inspect the toilet
can to persuade the Federal Airports Corporation ndtlocks.
to price regional airlines out of Mascot.

There are two sets of toilet blocks at the
COAL POINT PUBLIC SCHOOL school: one is a permanent building and the other is
a set of demountable buildings that have been on the

Mr HUNTER (Lake Macquarie) [12.11 p.m.]: site for about 11 years and were in need of
| raise a number of issues of concern to the Parentgpgrading. This was agreed by the departmental
and Citizens Association of Coal Point Publicofficial Mr Clark, who was at the school that day.
School. During my time in State Parliament | haveAfter that meeting commitments were given that
had a very good working relationship with thework would be undertaken to rectify the white ant
parents and citizens of the Coal Point school. Iproblems and to try to make funds available for
fact, early in my first term in this Parliament | was upgrading of toilet facilities at the school. | made
contacted by the parents and citizens association, espresentations to the Minister seeking his urgent
a result of which | went on an inspection of theattention to address the problems at the school. The
school and discussed problems such as white aparents pointed out to me that white ant damage in
activity in trees in the playground and improvementshe school was of a serious nature. That was
required for the playground to make it a betterconfirmed to me at the inspection. The Department
environment for students. | am pleased to say thaif School Education agreed with the parents. | am
after some lobbying of the previous Government wepleased to say that rectification works are taking
were successful in having funds allocated for thelace, and | believe the problems will be resolved.
lopping of trees and major landscaping of theHowever, of major concern to the parents is the
school. state of particularly the demountable toilet block,

which has been at the school for some 11 years. |

My work with the Coal Point Parents and ask the Minister to inform the House and the parents
Citizens Association continued when the schoobf Coal Point Public School what action the
sought further improvement of its facilities. | am Government intends to take to try to fix these long-
quite happy to say that in October 1995 Irunning problems related to the school toilets.
represented the current Minister for Education and
Training, the Hon. J. J. Aquilina, at the official Mr AQUILINA  (Riverstone—Minister for
opening of the school's new administration buildingEducation and Training, and Minister Assisting the
which cost some $410,000. On that particular dayremier on Youth Affairs) [12.16 p.m.]: | commend
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the honourable member for Lake Macquarie for theindertaken just prior to the change of government.
work he has done on behalf of the Coal Point Publitn addition, the coalition Government undertook
School. His support extends back over aumerous bridge replacements and other
considerable period of time. The honourable membémprovement works.
has long represented the interests of the school. As
he remarked earlier, back in 1995 | asked him to In this Government's first budget only one new
represent me at the official opening of theworks was listed in the budget papers, at Albion
administration block of that school. That eventPark. That work continued in the following year,
happened to coincide with the fortieth anniversary ofnd again was the only capital works listed for the
the Coal Point Public School. In relation to thel1997-98 financial year. Albion Park was listed yet
issues that the honourable member has raised, | amgain in the recent budget handed down by the
delighted to be able to relay to the honourablélreasurer. One wonders how quickly this work is
member some positive information, which | confirmprogressing. According to the Treasurer's budget the
by way of formal correspondence. The existing toilehorth Kiama bypass will soon get a start. | remind
facilities at the school requiring upgrading have beehonourable members of the success of the 3 x 3
included in the 1998-99 minor capital workspetrol levy. | am sure honourable members would
program. Officers from the properties school serviceemember the origins of this highly successful
unit in the Newcastle State office will commencescheme. A 3¢ levy on each litre of petrol at the
planning on this project in consultation with theretail outlet was to be applied for three years. A
school community during term three this yearguarantee was given that this money would be spent
Therefore, the major issue of concern raised by thsolely on maintenance of or improvements to the
honourable member has been resolved, as work wiitate's roads.
be carried out to upgrade the toilets.
The then Opposition obviously thought that

The department has arranged for a pest contrefas a good idea, and it put up no objections to the
contractor to undertake eradication measures isecond phase of the scheme—that the 3¢ levy would
relation to the termites, in accordance with the safetgontinue for a further three years—again with the
guidelines, in the main classroom block. At theguarantee that the money would be spent only on
completion of that work the maintenance contractoroads. No wonder the Opposition did not put up any
will proceed to repair the white ant damage. Withobjections. One of the first things the Labor
the introduction of the new school facilities Government did in relation to the roads portfolio
maintenance contracts during 1997-98, all schoakas to take this money and change the legislation.
buildings now have an industry-costed maintenancklotorists are paying taxes for facilities, such as car
plan for the next six years. Every year Coal Poinparks, that were previously separately funded and
Public School will receive routine maintenance, asever envisaged in the original legislation. The
outlined in its plan, to ensure that the facilities areGovernment also altered the 60:40 per cent country-
maintained at the specified performance standard. Sity funding ratio. The Princes Highway is the
this is good news for the toilet blocks and bad newtdfeline for the people of the south coast. We have

for the white ants. no rail facilities past Bomaderry, so all our goods
have to be brought in by road and our produce sent
PRINCES HIGHWAY FUNDING out by road. People think it is nice when they are

able to zoom along the freeways when they get past

Mr SMITH (Bega) [12.18 p.m.]: | bring to Wollongong. It is unfortunate that people who use
the attention of the House the deplorable conditiothe M2 and M4 have to pay the tolls that they were
of the Princes Highway south of Sydney. Theassured would not be imposed.
section of road to which | refer extends from the
lllawarra to the Victorian border. This Government A scheme was implemented whereby people
has an appalling record of ignoring rural areasould avoid paying the tolls, but many people do not
across all portfolios, many of which | have alreadytake advantage of it. However, at least they have the
brought to the attention of honourable members. Ongleasure of moving at speed along a straight road
cannot compare the spending of this Governmemith several carriageways in each direction.
and the former coalition Government on the Prince&/nfortunate truckies who have to service the south
Highway. Under the coalition Government no fewercoast and far south coast must be prepared to
than five major highway deviations or improvementaegotiate a twisting, narrow road with few passing
were undertaken between 1988 and 1995, thesanes for most of the route from Wollongong to the
being at Frogs Hollow, Yellow Pinch, Victorian border. In fact, key findings recently
Millingundi—which is the Merimbula bypass—Tilba released by the NRMA on the 955 kilometres of the
Tilba and MclLeod's Hil, an improvement Princes Highway between Waterfall, on the southern
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outskirts of the Sydney metropolitan area, andad had rather severe reactions. She went to her
Melbourne, revealed: local doctor in an attempt to immunise her baby
with the new vaccine. The doctor said, "Sorry, if
The route is subject to significant traffic increases during pealyour child was 18 months old or five years old we
gmles, Otfte” dogb"”% d"?”t’ V‘I)'Um‘:'ﬁ’ rest‘“"l‘g igd_‘t’i"tens“’eﬁould give her this new vaccine. However, as you
elays al a numbper of points along the route. In aadition, cras . . .
analysis results have indicated a concentration of crashes Wam to I_mn_]umse y9“r baby we will have to use the
the main urban centres along the route. old vaccine; _Other.W|Se you have to pay $90. |.f you
pay $90, which will cover the cost of the vaccine, |
The overall condition of the Victorian section of the route isam able to immunise the baby." | contacted the

contrastingly superior to that of the NSW section. Hunter Area Health Service, who arranged for the
Since 1990, it appears from a road user perspective, that Ial%aby to be immunised. The 9°re of the, pmb,lem IS
widths have been narrode . . that the Federal Government is not funding this new

DTPa for babies. To my way of thinking, babies
| ask the Minister to consider funding for the have the most adverse side effects to immunisation.
Princes Highway[Time expired.] We will get around this problem if babies are

immunised with DTPa.

Mr  WOODS (Clarence—Minister for
Regional Development, and Minister for Rural However, rather than addressing the problem
Affairs) [12.23 p.m.]: | inform the honourable in the younger age group, the Government is
member for Bega that this Government has sperimmunising the older children—in a cost-cutting
substantially more on rural roads than the formeexercise | believe. Instead of giving the initial series
coalition Government spent, and that is right acrosef three immunisations, it is prepared to pay for two
the board. When it comes to major roadworks in thigit the other end, and therefore is endangering the
State, particularly in rural areas, the Laborives of young children. We are coming into the
Government has always come to the fore. The workeason when things like whooping cough are more
presently being carried out on the Pacificorevalent. By 30 September last year the Health
Highway—$2.2 billion over 10 years—was signedDepartment had been notified of 1,826 cases of
off by a Federal Labor Government and a Stat&vhooping cough, the highest incidence of whooping
Labor Government. Despite community outcries ovegough since the current epidemic began in 1993. In
the years, that work did not take place during thel994 there were 1,420 reported cases; in 1995 there
terms of coalition governments, at either the State overe 1,387; and in 1996 there were 1,167. In the
Federal level. Those sorts of roadworks argast 12 months six children have died from
improving the efficiency capabilities of rural New whooping cough.
South Wales and are adding to the regional

development ability of them. Governments have to consider very carefully
why parents are not immunising their children. |
CHILD IMMUNISATION think they are worried about the severe side effects

of immunisation. The Federal Government must

Ms HALL (Swansea) [12.25 p.m.]: | draw to ensure that DTPa is available for all babies, because
the attention of the House a matter of greathey are the ones most vulnerable to side effects.
importance to the community that has been broughtve cannot afford to cut costs when it comes to
to my attention by a constituent. A mother of younglooking after the health of and caring for the
children has encountered a problem withchildren in our community. The local Liberal Party
immunisation. Immunisation goes to the very heartandidate for Shortland has misrepresented the case.
of community health. All governments should ensurdde has written to the newspaper saying that children
that immunisation is adequately funded. A newcan have immunisations. That is so, but they cannot
vaccine, DTPa, has been developed to replace the immunised with what is best and safest for them.
triple antigen vaccination which has been around fot call upon the Federal Government to fund DTPa
many years. The new vaccine can be given tand show some care and concern for the babies in
children and babies with no or very few side effectsour community.
As any parent would know, the triple antigen can
have very nasty side effects, some of which can be  Mr WOODS (Clarence—Minister for
quite serious. It can produce high temperatures arlegional Development, and Minister for Rural
soreness in babies and children, and in some casaffairs) [12.30 p.m.]: The apparent drop in
can cause even more severe side effects. immunisation rates for serious diseases among

young children is of great concern. | have heard the

My constituent had had three childrenFederal Minister for Health, Dr Wooldridge,

immunised with the triple antigen and all of themencouraging parents to immunise young children.
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One would think, therefore, that the issues raised bpremier on the Arts is also in the Chamber. He
the honourable member for Swansea would be take@presents another large fishing area. Both
up by the Federal Government. commercial and amateur fishermen must survive.

OXLEY COVE NET FISHING The people from the area are not asking the
Minister to ban fishing in the Tweed, only in the
Mr BECK (Murwillumbah) [12.31 p.m.]: canal area to ensure the future of the Tweed River.
Constituents in the Murwillumbah electorate, The 200 people who signed the petition are adamant
particularly those who live in Oxley Cove, arethat they will continue to seek a ban on net fishing
calling for a ban on net fishing in the canals aroundn the canal. | ask the Minister to address this issue
the Oxley Cove area. Recently | presented a petitioso that those who live in Oxley Cove are not
from more than 200 people to the Minister fordisturbed by the netting, the fishing grounds are not
Fisheries in the following terms: destroyed, juvenile fish are not netted and the
seagrass beds are not destroyed. | am sure the
We, the undersigned residents of Oxley Cove, Banora Poinlinister has taken on board the information | have
N.S.W., object to and strongly oppose the continuation of thfprwarded to his department. Recently he was in the
_currently permitted practlcg of licensed fisherman nettln_g f'ShTweed carrying out another duty in his portfolio in
in the man-made canals in Oxley Cove, thereby continually . .
and significantly adversely affecting both the current and!’elatlon to floodgates. | kn_OW he is aware of t_he
future fish populations not only of the canals but also of theimportance of the Tweed River but | would ask him
Tweed River itself. to ensure that netting is confined to the main river

and kept out of the canals.
We therefore request that the necessary action be taken by the
appropriate authority to disallow all such netting in these Mr MARTIN

canals in the future (Port Stephens—Minister for

Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries)
b[12.36 p.m.]: The honourable member has raised the

| thank the Minister for Fisheries, the Hon. Bo it ith d ai fidential
Martin, for acting upon the petition and phoning the"AUer With- me and given me some confidentia

spokesperson, Mr John Tester, about these concerr@ormaﬂon’ which Fisheries officers have continued

However, the concerns remain. Commercial fishingg follow up. Anyone who takes under-size fish will

continues in the canals. These people do not want (ren;tzgjre;i:;h?rnggi \];\lljcl)luIf;rr(;ece?\jetgemliimulrznvig t?lre]:
deny commercial fishermen access to the maifl

river—they are entitled to a livelihood—but we haveSpOt fine of $300. | have spoken to Mr Tester, as the

! honourable member said. Officers from my
to be aware of the needs of the amateur fisherman. . )
, A . epartment attended a meeting held in the area last
If juvenile fish are continually taken out of the

L . week. | am still waiting for a full briefing from that
canals by net fishing, no commercial or amateaneetin | take on board what has occurred in Oxle
fishing will be available in the area. That will affect g y

both the tourist and the commercial fishing tradecove' Mr Tester has lived there for seven or eight

- X : yeas. He grew up in Murwillumbah. He feeds the
The Minister needs to act fairly quickly. fish in the area and complains about the lack of

numbers. My department also keeps monthly returns

) Th_e canals in Oxley Cove_ are Su”o%‘”ded W)f where fish come from. | understand the fishermen
residential areas. One concern is that netting, whicl, e been targeting mullet

has been carried out after midnight, has caused dogs

to bark and created a disturbance for residents. That Unfortunately, the 1994 legislation | inherited
is an invasion of their privacy. Another concem iSgoes not allow me much flexibility, therefore 1 will
that under-size fish have been caught in the nets./love to work in other ways in consultation with
have received statutory declarations to the effect thal,mmercial fishers to reach a satisfactory outcome. |
restaurants are receiving under-size fish. | amgqq e the honourable member that | hear these
pleased that the Minister for Fisheries is now in thgqncerns regularly. My in-laws live in the Tweed. |
Chamber. | apologise for the lateness of the notice dontinyally receive complaints about the lack of fish
gave him that | would be raising this matter. Onlyj, the Tweed River because of the massive pressure
recently | received another letter which states thafom tourists and commercial fishermen. | will take
Rex Hunt—the TV presenter—and his colleagueghe matter up with the commercial fishing industry
were very impressed with the Tweed, but they werg, the Tweed. If the brief from my department
disappointed with the lack of fish in the area. Theyngicates that further action is needed, | will take fit.
caught only four whiting of legal size. They want toyye will consider how we can better manage the
return to make a documentary. It is also pleasingweed River. My administration has a history of
that the Minister for Energy, Minister for Tourism, good management, and that will continue. We will
Minister for Corrective SerViCES, Minister for |isten, as we a|WayS dO, to the peop|e irrespective of
Emergency Services, and Minister Assisting theyhether they are in Labor or non-Labor electorates.
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DEATH OF Mr CHRIS TOUMAZIS from what | have been advised by the police, the
killers of Chris Toumazis were in the Goodbar
Mr STEWART (Lakemba) [12.38 p.m.]: | nightclub the night Chris died. When Chris left the
speak on behalf of Mr Ken Toumazis, his wifenightclub a dispute broke out—a perplexing dispute
Helen and their family who reside in Roselandsbecause the people in Chris' car do not know why it
Tragically, Chris, the eldest son of Mr and Mrsoccurred. Somebody suddenly came up to the
Toumazis, was recently brutally murdered. Chrissehicle in which they were parked and started to
died on Saturday, 30 May, after receiving severakick in the door. Chris got out of the car to see what
gunshot wounds the previous day outside a nightclulyas going on and that is when the difficulty arose.
in Oxford Street. Last week, when | visited theOne of the offenders simply pulled out an automatic
Toumazis family at its Roselands residence tistol and shot Chris' mate Nick in the stomach.
express my condolences, | was confronted by ®hen Nick started to run away the offender shot
family stil numb and dazed by this tragic Chris through the chest, chased him down the street
occurrence; a family that wanted to know why theirand, when Chris collapsed in a shop doorway, the
much loved 18-year-old son, Chris, had beemffender shot him in the back. Those are the sorts of
brutally murdered by young thugs who hadgutless thugs we are talking about.
somehow gained access to a nine millimetre
automatic pistol; and a family that was very angry. Chris' family told me that they would like to
Street violence and gang behaviour in the Sydnegee nightclubs take more responsibility. They know
area have once again resulted in the death of anothgrat their son did the right thing and that many other
innocent young person. A family is trying to comeindividuals are trying to do the right thing. Chris and
to grips with the futility of this most terrible and his friends were out to have a good time, which they
gutless crime—the murder of its eldest son, Chriswere entitled to do. The Toumazis family asked me
Chris Toumazis was an ordinary, fun-lovingto do what | can to ensure that nightclubs enforce
18-year-old. In the words of his father Ken: mandatory metal detection at each club doorway.
The thugs who were in this club were carrying a
My eldest son was my best friend. He was a happy kid. Heyine millimetre pistol. If that had been detected
liked to give, he loved his mates and he always put in a gootlie(,ju,"(::r this tragic crime would not have occurred.
day's work for me. . . .
Something must be done. | have raised this matter

Chris worked for his father, a well-known local With the police Minister who has been supportive,
electrical contractor, as an apprentice. Chris, in hignd & meeting has been arranged with Chris' parents
capacity as an apprentice, got to know his fathefor next week. | hope that this Government can
well while he was working with him. They became SUPPOIt an initiative to introduce ma_ndatory metal
mates, confided in each other, talked about what€tection in youth nightclubsTjme expired.

they were doing together, where they were heading

in the business, and how one day Chris would takecPEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

over the business. Tragically, that will never occur RESPITE CARE

because the gutless thugs that roam our streets have

claimed the life of another innocent young person. ~ Mr RIXON (Lismore) [12.43 p.m.]. On 1
Chris' family is devastated. His young sister and hié\pril 1998 | wrote to the Hon. Faye Lo Po',
brother relied heavily on him for protection, adviceMinister for Community Services, as follows:

and for a focus in their lives. This futile incident is

a tragedy for the Toumazis family and the
community that loved Chris. On the Friday night
that Chris Toumazis was shot he was at the Goodbar

| write on behalf of Mr. Peter and Mrs. Kathy Stevens of
Casino concerning their daughter Dianna and her need for
appropriate residential care.

nightclub in Oxford Street, having a fun time. Chris,
who had had a long, hard week at work, was at that
nightclub with three other mates. One of his mates
was his uncle, who did not drink at all that night. As
the oldest of the four he was there to chaperone
them, to ensure that they encountered no difficulties,
and to drive them home safely. Chris' uncle was
entrusted to look after the group.

This group of innocent victims were at the

nightclub when some concerns arose. No-one knows

what the concerns were—that is how futile this
whole exercise was. From what | understand and

Dianna was born on 29 April 1981 and although he has some
physical disabilities her mental age is less than an 18 month
old child. She has no verbal skills and weighs approximately
65 kilograms.

Mr. and Mrs. Stevens have been caring for Dianna at their
family home together with their four other children aged 18,
14, 13 and 11. Respite care has been available to Dianna on
occasions, but as she has such high needs the availability of
continuing regular respite is always a problem.

As Dianna has no regard for her own safety she is a risk to
herself and other family members. She is unintentionally
destructive, destroying household items, the other children's
belongings and severely disrupts family life. She requires
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constant supervision which is sometimes impossible to I've come to the end of my tether and wits end . . . Place in
provide. accommodation receiving one on one care and attention.

Mr. and Mrs. Stevens have advised me that they are nowhe |etter goes on. | received a letter in reply from

finding it almost impossible to care for Dianna as she is \ ; .
growing older. Although they love her dearly their own healththe Hon. Faye Lo Po dated 11 June, which states:

physically and mentally is suffering and their family unit is
deteriorating. | refer to your personal representations on behalf of Mr Peter

and Mrs Kathy Stevens of Casino concerning their 17 year old
Mr. and Mrs. Stevens have advised me that if a permanent daughter Dianna and her need for permanent accommodation
placement for their daughter is not forthcoming in the near support when she leaves school at the end of 1999.

future, they will have no option but to surrender Dianna.
| have been advised that the Department of Community

On behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Stevens | seek your most urgent Services is continuing a long involvement of providing case
investigation and advice on this family's immediate needs. management for Dianna Stevens.

| made those representations after talking to thdhe letter concludes:

Stevens family and after receiving a letter from

them. Even the statements in their letter convey the There are currently no vacancies or available funds for

stresé that that familv is experiencing. | will ote accommodation support in the Far North Coast Area. However
_Iy : XP : ing. 1 wi QI.J. your representations will be kept on file.

from that letter, which describes the stress of living

with this disabled child: While the Stevens family is grateful for what has

No Communication, verbal, little on signing. Incontinent with been done in the past, it is no Ior_lger enouQ_h' If the
no hygiene. Messes and accidents regularly. Toileting requirefequested permanent placement is not provided, the
every 30-40 minutes or more if no success. She also has nwhole family may be torn apart by stress. Then not
regard for her safety and Mouths many objects—Lids on jarsgne but seven people will need help. | ask the

books, Power Leads and can break objects. Diannas Masggini ; ; ; ;
’ inister to give this family the help it needs now.
approx 65 Kilograms, height 155 centimetres. Mother, 50 9 y P

kilograms, height 152 centimetres and having to move Dianna

is extremely difficult. BARBARA STREET METHADONE CLINIC

Broken T.V.'s.—We were having our own TV repaired and Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [12.48 p.m.]: | wish
were loaned a small colour TV from A and L Weber. Diannato inform the House about developments in harm
Pushed it off the bench. S . .o
minimisation drug programs in the Fairfield
Books—Chewed and pages torn. electorate. Honourable members may recall that last
year | called for a review of the Barbara Street
Poison—Medical assistance sourced after Spa Bromine tabl?ltlethadone clinic. That review took place and many
was chewed up and lid removed. . ' . ..
adverse findings were made against the clinic, the
Poison—Sassafras Oil 25 ml. Dianna removed child-proof ligerimary recommendation being that the clinic be
and we were challenged by the Doctor as to the fact. He alspelocated. The review also identified a range of
was unable to stop her from opening it once she had the bottlﬁr0b|ems associated with the current location.
in hand and mouth. Stayed in Hospital Overnight. No wardcOuncil zoning is one of the major restraints on
available to safely serve her. . . . . .
relocation, but ongoing discussions are taking place
Coffee jar—Lid in Kitchen area. Mess. . throughout the about a possible new location.
lounge area.
Shampoo and Soap—Showering must place out of her reach A decision by HOIr_Oyd City COL_mCII to rezone
whilst attending her in area. via amendment 20 to its I_ocal e_n\_/lron_me_ntal pl_an
allowed brothels and medical clinics in industrial
Walls—Bum whacked and plaster fractured. areas in the Holroyd council area, which placed the
suburb of Yennora as a possible site for a
That means that she simply hits the wall with heimethadone clinic clearly on the agenda. The council
backside until she smashes the wall. The lettefias claimed it was never its intention to allow
continues: methadone clinics into the industrial area; its
intention was to allow a medical clinic to
accommodate any brothels in that suburb. Since that
| am finding it now impossible to care for my daughter rezoning, applications that seem to be within the
Dianna. | love her, however both my physical and mentaldefinition of a medical clinic have been lodged and
health are deteriorating. are currently being considered by the council. In all
In our home the other children have personal belonginggalmess’ _proper due process ha_s t(_) be undertaken_m
destroyed including glasses and books and their lives arf€ consideration of these applications. The council
severely disrupted. has taken every measure to achieve fairness in this

Phone Fax operated if left unattended.
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process by the appointment of an independeridepartment will be considering those applications
consultant to assess the applications. Fairness mustd formally making recommendations. | will pay
be ensured so that any decisions made by thmarticular attention to the guidelines for the
council will not be appealed against in the Land anestablishment of methadone clinics and will give
Environment Court. strong consideration to the wishes of the Yennora
residents. When my formal participation is required
To assist in the process of properl will then express my views on the matter.
determination, Holroyd Council has requested
information from the New South Wales Health KU-RING-GAI MUNICIPALITY
Department. The councillors have informed me that CRIME STATISTICS
their requests of the Health Department have not
delivered results. | ask the Minister that the Mr O'FARRELL (Northcott) [12.53 p..m.]:
department accommodate the council and deliver dsast Saturday's Queensland election contained a
much information as possible so that an informedesson for every Australian parliament. The message
decision can be made on this matter, so that thgent by nearly one-quarter of Queensland voters
good councillors can make an informed decisioimust not be ignored. It is not a message only about
about whether to allow a methadone clinic in theémmigration; | do not believe that 25 per cent of that
Yennora industrial estate. State's voters are racist. It was a message more
about voters' perceptions of how parliaments
It is a difficult task for government agenciesoperate, governments govern and members of
and elected representatives to balance public arRarliament behave. The result of last Saturday's
community health administration and the interestQueensland election, like the earlier South
fears and concerns of local residents and businegaistralian election, was a demand that parliaments,
owners and operators. Yennora residents, primarilgovernments and members of Parliament better
through the East Fairfield Progress Association, haviecus on the problems that are facing communities.
run a decent and fair campaign to express thePne of the issues that most concerns communities
opposition to the setting up of a possible methadonacross Australia is crime. An increase in antisocial
clinic in Yennora. | particularly thank Jim Newell, behaviour and crime is not a perception problem, it
President of that association, and Jenny Jordaig a demonstrable fact.
President of the Yennora Public School Parents and
Citizens Association, for the responsible, articulate, The recent release of data by the New South
balanced roles they have played as communitVales Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research
representatives and leaders. They have allowed raveals a large increase in criminal activity across
reasonably balanced debate to occur and mitigatede Ku-ring-gai municipality, recording an increased
the extreme elements that can arise in such debatesevel of activity in 14 out of 19 categories of crime.
The figures for 1997 include a 22 per cent increase
Furthermore, | commend the residents whan house break and enters, a 24 per cent increase in
have run an extremely good campaign to expredsreak and enters of other properties, a 29 per cent
their views on the matter and have taken the time tocrease in car theft, a 12 per cent increase in shop
properly inform themselves on the issues, argumentkeft, a 14 per cent increase in assaults and an 80
and matters involved. Once the council makes itper cent increase in sexual assault. Figures obtained
determination on the applications, the New Soutlby me, through a freedom of information request,
Wales Health Department will make its assessmentdemonstrate that in the first quarter of this year the
and finally the Minister for Health and | will be crime problem across the Ku-ring-gai local area
formally involved in the process. The departmentommand had not diminished. Break and enters,
has already said that if a methadone clinic wereobbery, sexual assault, street offences and offences
allowed in the area, only one would be approved. lagainst persons have all increased in comparison
is my view that the proper process must be compliedith the corresponding period last year. Assaults and
with before | become formally involved. But | homicide are recorded at the same rate. A weekly
assure the residents and property owners at Yennomading of theNorth Shore Times&nd theHornsby
that the representations, concerns, fears and wishasd Upper North Shore Advocat®nfirms the view
they have expressed to me have not fallen on ded#fiat crime is a problem in Ku-ring-gai. Only a
ears. At every stage my involvement will beconcerted police effort will reduce the problem
motivated by one consideration—the best interests @fcross the municipality.
the people | represent.
| am disappointed that this Government
It is important to clarify that my formal continues to refuse to provide sufficient funding and
involvement in the process is still not required. Thepolice resources to the Ku-ring-gai local area
applications are currently before council. At the enccommand to enable it to deal with these problems.
of that process the New South Wales HealthThe Ku-ring-gai police do a terrific job, but there
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are not enough officers to cope with thethem on the issues which affect their lives and those
demonstrated increase in crime occurring in the areaf their families.

The Government refuses to provide additional

resources to this area because of the political Private members' statements noted.
landscape of the north shore. The type of political

apartheid practised by this Government means thatyORKPLACE VIDEO SURVEILLANCE BILL
residents in Liberal areas are on the bottom of the

priority list when resources are handed out. That is Bill received and read a first time.

the type of action which led frustrated Queensland

voters to desert the major political parties. PeoplgMr Acting-Speaker (Mr Clough) left the chair at
are sick and tired of governments playing politicsl.00 p.m. The House resumed at 2.15 p.m.

with their safety. They want police resources

distributed according to need, not political POLICE MEDIA TELEPHONE
complexion—a view | strongly share. SURVEILLANCE
When | first raised this issue and called for Ministerial Statement

additional police, the Minister for Police responded ) o )

by claiming that since the Carr Government's Mr WHELAN  (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
election there were "1,900 additional front-line[2-15 p-m.]: My attention has been drawn to claims
troops” across New South Wales. Put aside the fafpade earlier today by the Hon. Michael Gallacher in

that such a response does not answer communif§lation to alleged phone tapping of certain media
demands for local action in Ku-ring-gai; it was alsooutlets. The honourable member's insinuations are

a patently false claim. Frontline or general dutyeXtraordinary. They are another grubby, baseless
police numbers in the Ku-ring-gai local areaQpposition attack on Commissioner Peter Ryan. Mr

command have fallen from 106 in March 1997 to og>allacher stood up in the Parliament and made

in March 1998. Numbers have dropped at the samfgSinuations—not direct allegations—based on

time as local crime rates have increased. One dod¥ormation allegedly provided to him by two

not have to be Einstein, or the honourable memb&nna_\med journalists, based on infor.mation allegedly
for Londonderry, to work out the link between theProvided by an unnamed police officer. | can only

two or the solution to the problem facing Ku-ring- hope  that membgrs of the parllar.nentary. press
gai residents. gallery do not fall into the trap of being unwitting

suckers in the Opposition plan to bring down

Last week the Minister refuted these claims byComm|SS|oner Ryan. However, because of the

noting an increase in the overall numbers at thgravny of Mr Gallacher's claims | sought immediate

Hornsby headquarters of the Ku-ring-gai local aree"ildvIce from the Commissioner of Police.

command. That is true, but it does not support his

0r|g|nal comments abo_ut_ an increase in front'“neallegations are completely without foundation. It is
policing. Increased administrative staff does not StoBbvious that in all the time the Hon. Michael

break and enters. Relocation of transit poI.ice tQSaIIacher spent as a police officer he learned
Hornsby does not stop car theft across Ku-fing-9a,ihing about the process involved in obtaining a

municipality. Relocation of highway patrol police \,ant for a listening device—a phone tap. As
does not stop robberies in local shopping centreg,nq rapie members should know, all telephone
Ku-ring-gai needs additional police resources. The,ercention warrants must be approved by a judicial
residents know it, the shopkeepers know it and thg¢icer under a stringent process. Phone taps are
local police know it. governed by the Commonwealth
o ) Telecommunications Interception Act 1979 under the
The Minister for Police and the Carr pystralian Constitution. Each State has mirror
Government should heed the lesson of thegisiation which mainly relates to record keeping
Queensland election. They should stop politickingsng oversight functions. For example, in New South
and start addressing the real needs of locajyales the Ombudsman has this function. To be able
communities. A demonstration in areas such as Kup tap phones a law enforcement agency must be
ring-gai of a determination to do whatever it takes tpecified in the Act. In New South Wales the
reduce crime would be a good start. | do not knowspecified agencies are the Police Service, the
whether the Carr Government will act. | do knowNational Crime Authority, the Australian Federal
that the Queensland election lessons have not beejice and the Independent Commission Against
lost on honourable members on both sides of theorruption—and soon the Police Integrity
House who are in touch with the needs of their locaCommission. Other Federal authorities also have
communities. We will continue to strongly represeniphone-tapping powers.

Commissioner Ryan has advised me that the
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To get a phone tap, a law enforcement officer MINISTRY
must make an application to a Federal Court judge
or a member of the Administrative Appeals Mr CARR: In the absence of the Deputy

Tribunal. He must swear an affidavit setting out theé’remier, Minister for Health, and Minister for
basis on which he says the issuing of a warrant idboriginal Affairs the Minister for the Environment
justified. Warrants are issued only for seriouswill take questions on his behalf.
nominated offences carrying a penalty of at least
seven years. If the judge is satisfied, the warrant can OLYMPIC PARK RAILWAY STATION
be issued. The approved warrant is given to the
Federal Police as well as the carrier which controls Ministerial Statement
the connection. The Hon. Michael Gallacher should o
get his facts straight before he starts talking. | ask, ~Mr KNIGHT (Campbelltown—Minister for
for goodness sake, the Liberal and National partie§€ Olympics) [2.21 p.m.J: | am pleased to inform
to let the Commissioner of Police get on with histhe House of the recent announcement of a major
job of reforming the New South Wales Police affirmation of Sydney's Olympic building program
Service and reducing crime. Just get off his back! and the success of architects involved in that
program. The Government's approach to excellence
Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the and quality in public buildings in the Olympic
Opposition) [2.18 p.m.]: | listened with interest tobuilding program was recognised last night in the
what the Minister for Police had to say. Let mel998 Royal Australian Institute of Architects New
reaffirm that we on this side of the House certainlySouth Wales Chapter awards. In particular, the
commit ourselves to the efforts being made by th©lympic Park rail station won the prestigious John
commissioner to reform the New South Wales policeulman award. The award is not given out every
force. There is plenty of work to be done and weyear; it is given only for buildings of outstanding
wish the commissioner well in that. That does nofXcellence. Last night's presentation was only the
mean that questions might not be directed relating t§ird time in the last 10 years that the award has
decisions by the Government or, from time to timePeen made. The award recognises the vision of the
on rare occasions, the commissioner. There is md‘chitects of the Olympic Park station, Hassells
blanket immunity to either the Minister or the Architects, led by Ken Maher and Rodney Uren,
commissioner. It is valid for us to raise issues about/h in the words of the jury created "a fine example
police activities and police operations in this StateOf the integration of a complex transport hub and a
We want Commissioner Ryan to succeed in the huggHccessful urban space”. The architects have created
task in front of him. The police royal commission@ Structure that is comparable to the great railway
was a mammoth task undertaken by the Governmeftations of Europe and North America and provides
and we want progress to be made. a stunning entrance to Sydney's Olympic precinct.

But let me come to the nub of the matter. Mr O'Farrell:  But they are waterproof.
Yesterday | interjected when the Minister was giving
what | thought was an interesting answer to a
guestion asked by the Government about specigl1 . :
branch and its activities. The interjection that Iwork. The result was aI;o gonflrmat}on of the effo.rt
persisted in asked who directed special branch t € G_over_nment IS pu.ttmg Into gettmg the Olympic
undertake the totally unjustified covert operations tcplannlng right. As the institute said:

WhICh the Minister refe_rred' Th,e Minister, | am Sur,e The project was made possible by the Olympic Co-ordination
flippantly, gave a fairly partisan response. This Authority's commitment to architectural excellence and the
leaves hanging the question of who directed some of skills of the design team.

these covert operations in the past. In deference to

the Minister of the day | say that it was notAs well as congratulating the architects on this
necessarily the Minister or the commissioner wharoject, | would like to congratulate the OCA and

directed this. But we need to know the answers tbeighton Constructions for turning Hassell's vision
these questions, and the answers have not be#rio reality. It is important to remember that all

forthcoming so far. The question that has bee®CA project designs face the scrutiny of the OCA
raised by the Hon. Michael Gallacher in anothedesign review panel, led by the Government
place is legitimately raised and not adequatelArchitect, Chris Johnson, who also deserves
answered. | do not think that this should be taken asongratulations. Of course, the award reinforces
some kind of direct criticism of the commissioner; itwhat was acknowledged by the 1.2 million people
is not. It is a request for information—information who attended the Royal Easter Show—the
which is still not forthcoming from the Government. magnificence of Sydney's Olympic facilities.

Mr KNIGHT: It ill behoves the honourable
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| am pleased to inform the House that othemprovided if we are to attract major crowds. This year
Olympic projects and architects were alsd travelled six times from Wynyard railway station
acknowledged last night. The architects whdo Homebush Bay railway station to go to the Royal
designed the Clydesdale Pavilion—Newcastle firmEaster Show, and on each of those occasions | heard
Suters Architects Snell Pty Ltd, led by Ed Clode—complaints about the lack of wheelchair access. The
won the Boral timber award. The pavilion, built by Opposition has acknowledged the problem, but the
Lahey Constructions Pty Ltd of Kempsey, madeGovernment regards it as a joke. | ask the Minister
extensive use of recycled timber and provides and the Premier to attend to this matter with
fitting home for these magnificent horses. Anyonairgency, given that the railway station is in use
who attended the Royal Easter Show could not helpvery day of the year. Crowd control is also a
but admire its work in what was the most populamproblem; ingressing passengers intermingle with
pavilion at the show after the show-bag hall. egressing passengers, therefore arrivals and

departures are delayed. | remind the Government

Lahz Nimmo Architects, led by Annabel Lahz, that without the efforts of the former coalition
also won a commendation for the temporary publidinister for Public Works, who in 1995 left the area
domain overlay at the show. In fulfilling the in such magnificent order, this would not have been
magnificent building program at Homebush Bay, nopossible.
only is the program on time and on budget, not only

are the buildings world-class facilities in which LITHGOW REGION ECONOMIC
world-class sport will be held, and not only do they DEVELOPMENT
provide a magnificent legacy for sport and the

people of New South Wales, but also, as the Royal Ministerial Statement

Australian Institute of Architects acknowledged last
night, they are incredibly aesthetically pleasing Mr  WOODS (Clarence—Minister for
because of their architectural excellence. Regional Development, and Minister for Rural
Affairs) [2.27 p.m.]: | am pleased to announce that
Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the this year's community economic development annual
National Party) [2.24 p.m.]: | am pleased to offerconference will be held in Lithgow. The 180
my congratulations as the shadow minister for thelelegates from across the State who will gather in
Olympics and that of the Opposition to the architectdithgow for three days, from 13 September to 15
of the Homebush Bay railway station. It is no mearSeptember, will contribute $100,000 to the local
achievement to win the Sulman award. It is evemegional economy. The conference will provide an
more of an achievement when the winning desigopportunity for all involved in community
was that of a modern and essentially functionatlevelopment initiatives to review their successes,
building—and that is often a contradiction in termslearn from others and hear about the new programs
| congratulate also the other architects and designecentained in "Rebuilding Country New South
who were given recognition last night. | refer, inWales".
particular, to Lahey Constructions Pty Ltd of
Kempsey, to reinforce the involvement of regional In recent times Lithgow has suffered its fair
New South Wales in the Olympic constructionshare of economic pain. The community economic
program. The honourable member for Broken Hilldevelopment conference offers Lithgow the chance
may well laugh, but | commend this extraordinaryto showcase the town as a location for business
effort in the 1990s to perpetuate the traditions andctivity to offset some of its economic distress. The
skills of the craftsmen of the turn of the century,State Government is working with the Lithgow
who had a great understanding of hardwood timbersommunity to help to secure new investments and a
and structural design used in stables and bardwighter economic future. The Government has
throughout Australia. It is a wonderful display of secured investment by Doral Minerals Industries, a
Australiana, of Australian workmanship, skill and$120 million investment in a minerals processing
materials. plant that will create 380 new jobs. This week the
Premier announced the reopening of the Clarence
There are some concerns, however, with theoalmine, which will create 90 new jobs. Bioclip, a
railway station. First, it does not offer sufficient company producing coats for chemically shorn
protection in the wet weather. Second, for it tosheep, is up and running in Lithgow and will create
function properly consideration must be given toup to 100 new jobs. The Government will continue
constructing wheelchair access at Town Hall andvorking with the Lithgow community and will use
Wynyard railway stations. Homebush Bay railwaythe regional economic transition scheme to secure
station is world-class and wheelchair access must barther investment and jobs.
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The conference is another sign of confidence PETITIONS
in the future of Lithgow. A number of delegates to
last year's conference nominated Lithgow as a Governor of New South Wales

potential location for this year's event. The delegates

saw the benefits that the conference could bring to  Petitions praying that the office of Governor of
Lithgow. This year's conference was earmarked foNew South Wales not be downgraded, and that the
location in the west of New South Wales. Previoudole, duties and future of the office be determined
conferences have been held in the north and tHey & referendum, received froMr Blackmore, Mr
south of the State, and when expressions of intere8fogden, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Collins, Mr
were called in February, 10 responses were received®Pnam, Mr Ellis, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr

| want to thank each of those communities forfartcher, Dr Kernohan, Mr Kinross, Mr
getting behind the Community EconomicMacCarthy, Mr Merton, Mr O'Doherty, Mr

Development Conference, and | wish Lithgow wello_'Fr?"Z"' Mr Ph”"ﬁ’,s' Mr h Photios, hlvllr
as this year's host. | am sure the town will impresgIC Sar tson,MMrSquﬁol\l/,l MrStSc Ipp,dmr _ls_-c ku @z,
each of the delegates and will leave them with (,Q/Is eafon, Mr smith, Mrs stoneandir Tink-.

positive impression of what can be done when
communities work hand in hand with government
and with industry to turn around local economies
and meet the challenges of the future.

Ryde Hospital

Petition praying that Ryde Hospital and its
services be retained, received fravir Tink .

Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the Land Tax
National Party) [2.31 p.m.]: The Minister for
Regional Development, and Minister for Rural Petition praying that land tax on the family

Affairs obviously reads the morning papers, Ohome be repealed and that the land tax threshold on
somebody else reads them for him, becausgvestment properties be doubled from $160,000 to
suddenly he discovered something that he shouk320,000, received frorvirs Skinner.

talk about in this place: he made an announcement

about what is already in the newspapers. The Sale of Knives and Extended Police Powers
Country Economic Development Conference is an

important event on the calendar, but the Minister Petitions praying that the sale of knives for
cannot take credit for that conference, any more thamnlawful purposes be prohibited and that police be
he can take credit for Doral choosing Lithgow ingiven additional powers to search for illegal
which to establish a silicon processing plant. Thaveapons, to question people in public places, and to
Minister was at it again yesterday. | would like todisperse persons loitering or assembled in a public
put the facts on record. place, received fronMs Ficarra andMr Glachan.

Doral is a Western Australian company with Coffs Harbour Jetty

Japanese input. Doral established in Lithgow for one . )
reason only: it has a power supply in excess of 132 Petition praying that a platform be constru_cted
kilovolts, created by the previous coalition on CTOﬁS Harbour jetty for the purposes of jetty
Government, before the Minister was a member gHmpIng, received fronMr Fraser.

this place. The processing of 120,000 tons of granite

each week requires as much power as would be used

by Cootamundra, Young and Cowra put together. Petition praying that the Government reinstate

But here is the rub: if the Minister wants to SUPPOrtys - mmitment to the construction of the link road

Doral, why will he not ensure that the granite goes,,m the new Bulahdelah Mountain bypass to the
by rail from Cowra to Lithgow, instead of it being | jxes way, received frorvir J. H. Turner .
hauled in eight B-doubles on our roads each day?

Lakes Way Link Road

Why will the Minister not rebuild the Holmwood DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
rail bridge, which was burnt down? The Minister has
refused to order an inquiry into the burning down of Mr SPEAKER: Order! | draw the attention of

that bridge. Why does the Minister insist on puttingthe House to the presence in the gallery of the
eight B-doubles carrying granite on our road eaclshadow ministers for the environment in the
day? The Minister tries to take credit for a coalmineAustralian and New Zealand parliaments. | welcome
Minister, don't tell me you put the coal there! them to question time.



PUBLIC BODIES REVIEW COMMITTEE 18 June 1998 ASSEMBLY 6H1B7

PUBLIC BODIES REVIEW COMMITTEE Federal Government that it needs to spend more
money on health to fund the health services of this
Report State.
Mr Neilly, as Chairman, tabled the report COMPUTER MILLENNIUM BUG
Committee entitled "Results of the Committee's
Review of Ten Annual Reports”, dated June 1998. Mr HUNTER: | direct a question without
notice to the Minister for Information Technology,
Ordered to be printed. Minister for Forestry, Minister for Ports, and
Minister Assisting the Premier on Western Sydney.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE What is the Government's response to a proposal

from the business community that Friday, 31
December 1999, be declared a public holiday?
HOSPITAL WAITING LISTS Mr YEADON: The year 2000 brings not just
the Olympics and Paralympics but also the dawn of
Mr COLLINS: My question is to the Minister the millennium bug.
for the Environment, representing the Minister for
Health. Does the leaked memorandum that | have in ~ Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of
my hand show that South East Sydney Area Healtthe National Party to order.
Service is removing more operations from hospital
waiting lists, limiting work from other areas of Mr YEADON: We have just heard from the
Sydney’ and demanding other patients Obtaiﬁlational Party bUg On 31 December 1999 a wide
referrals from two doctors, not one, before they aréange of information technology systems could shut
put on a hospital waiting list? Is the Minister down if not adequately reprogrammed to accept a
denying that the Carr Government is trying toyear starting with the digits 2 and 0. Experts say that
artificially cut record high hospital waiting lists Computers could erroneously read the year as 1900
because he cannot reduce them legitimately? | afl Zzero, thus throwing systems into chaos. The

happy to table the memorandum to which | referred Government has been advised that a failure to
address the year 2000 problem will affect every

Mr Whelan: On a point of order. The business and government enterprise in Australia. |
question is both too long and asks a series M also advised that some international airlines are
questions. re-evaluating their flight schedules during this three-

day period in light of concerns about the impact of

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Traditionally the Chair the miIIenn_ium bug. In June 1997 the New South
extends considerable latitude with regard to/V@les Cabinet approved phase one of a government
questions asked by the Leader of the Oppositioy€ar 2000 strategy.

The point taken by the Leader of the House is well
founded: such a question would be ruled out of
order if asked by a member other than the Leader df
the Opposition.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
ember for Wakehurst to order.

Mr YEADON: Phase two, which was
launched last month, requires all government
agencies, statutory authorities, State-owned
corporations and government trading enterprises to
ensure that the year 2000 problem is given the
highest priority.

Ms ALLAN: It will be a short but wise
answer.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Oxley to order.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

Ms ALLAN: | will take up this matter with member for Northcott to order.

my colleague the Minister for Health, who is in
Adelaide today fighting for a better deal for health. Mr YEADON: All agencies will be required

to submit, by the end of September this year, a risk

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable assessment report and detail contingency and
member for Gosford to order. disaster recovery plans.

Ms ALLAN: The Minister is in Adelaide with Mr SPEAKER: | call the honourable member
his coalition colleagues, unlike the members of th@or North Shore to order. | call the honourable
coalition in this Chamber, trying to impress upon themember for Baulkham Hills to order.
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Mr YEADON: More than $100 million has recent figures showing 84 robberies and 27 assaults
been specifically allocated by the Government t@gainst train commuters over a six-week period, why
rectify or replace systems that are affected by thbas the Minister not acted on the Premier's promise
millennium bug. The Government has worked toof almost three years ago to consider restoring the
raise awareness of businesses in the private sectorgower of detention and arrest to station masters?
the dangers of the millennium bug. A website is upNVhen will the Minister honour that promise in the
and running and is receiving 150 hits per day. 3interest of train safety?

December 1999 falls on a Friday. It is the end of the

week, the end of the month, the end of the quarter, Mr SCULLY: | am delighted to be asked this

the end of the financial half-year, and the end of thguestion by the shadow minister for transport. The

year. coalition's record on security initiatives for public
transport is absolutely woeful.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Oxley to order for the second time. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

member for Baulkham Hills to order for the second

Mr YEADON: Ordinarily it is a significant time.
reporting deadline. | am aware that the finance
sector is particularly concerned about dealing with Mr SCULLY: Members opposite have the
potential problems. The Government has beegall to talk about upgrading security to improve
approached by a major business group and the lpublic transport patronage, when the coalition's
tourism task force. They have suggested that theecord is absolutely woeful.

Government give consideration to declaring 31

December 1999 a special holiday. That will allow Mr SPEAKER: | call the honourable member

information technology departments full unrestrictedor Gosford to order for the second time.

access to computer systems in the transition period

to carry out last-minute preventative maintenance Mr SCULLY: Unfortunately, the public

measures. There may be merit in pursuing thiperception is that travelling on transport at night is

safety net. not as safe as it could be. When | was made

Minister fo Transport on 1 December, one of the

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable first things | said to Simon Lane, the Chief

member for The Entrance to order. Executive of the State Rail Authority, was that some
simple principles must be followed to ensure that
Mr YEADON: | have therefore asked the patrons are won back to public transport. Trains

Attorney General to enter into formal consultationanust be reliable. CityRail now has 92 per cent on-
with businesses, unions, and the restaurant and hotghe running. That is a big tick for the Government.
industries. If the relevant bodies are in agreemenfrain services must be accessible, and public
the Attorney General might consider gazettal of 3transport musts be safe.
December 1999 as a public holiday as a means of
minimising the impact of the millennium bug. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of
the National Party to order for the second time. |
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable call the honourable member for Ermington to order.
member for The Entrance to order for the second
time. Mr SCULLY: | am happy to do some
research for the shadow minister because | am not
Mr YEADON: The consultation process will aware that the coalition, during the seven years that
obviously involve the status of the ordinary 1999t was, unfortunately, in government, introduced
bank holiday and the 1 January 2000 public holidaysecurity guards on trains at night. | am not aware of
| believe the community will also support makingany other city around the western world with a
Friday, 31 December 1999 a public holiday, thussimilar public transport system that has two security
creating a three-day weekend to celebrate the neguards on every train service every night for every
century. | believe the Government is well on track topatron. The shadow minister for transport criticises
minimising the impact of the millennium bug, andthe transport budget. Yet, the Government has found
One Nation is well on the way to ensuring the$16 million to employ 250 security guards.
elimination of the National Party. Today's initiative
continues the Government's considered approach and Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
| believe it has wide community support. member for Georges River will remain silent. The
Leader of the Opposition will cease interjecting.
STATE RAIL SECURITY
Mr SCULLY: The members opposite are not
Mr PHOTIOS: My question without notice is happy because they would rather this Government
directed to the Minister for Transport. In the light ofdo what they did, which was nothing, so they could
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then make an issue of it. From 1 July 250 securityvas reduced from 29 to three. In fact, the station
guards— master at Cabramatta said the safest place to be in

Cabramatta is on the railway station.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

member for Ermington to order for the second time. Every station is entitled to that same level of

deterrence and security. The number of video
Mr SCULLY: | am sure that my colleague gyryeillance cameras to be installed is about 4,000,
the Minister for Police would agree with my askingpyt that is not enough. | told CityRail that we have
the Opposition to tell the truth about transit policety; do more than that. We are using interactive
There are 277 transit police. As | said, from 1 Julyiechnology, help points, and public address on-line
250 security guards will be employed on trains. lgystems.” The shadow minister for transport should
am sure thgt .hoollgans will find that a S|gn|f|cantj0in with me in a bipartisan way to promote the
deterrent. | invite all members to ask commuters anf, -reased patronage of public transport that the
potential commuters to look at and notice thegoyernment has successfully achieved. He should
difference from 1 July. stop scaremongering, stop frightening commuters,

S . Order! Il the h bi and get the message out that during the next two
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable years every station will have an on-line public

member for The Entrance to order for the third t'me'address system and  closed-circuit television

) . coverage. From 1 July every night train will have
Mr SCULLY: When they travel on trains at two security guards,

night they will see two security guards sweeping
backwards and forwards through the trains,
providing passengers with dramatically improved
crime deterrence. That is trains: there have been
massive initiatives on trains and a massive
improvement in train security.

COALITION ONE NATION PARTY
PREFERENCES

Mr WATKINS: My question without notice is
to the Minister for Energy, Minister for Tourism,
Minister for Corrective Services, Minister for
Emergency Services, and Minister Assisting the

Mr SCULLY: The Government has two Premier on the Arts.
weeks to introduce this. The Leader of the
Opposition was Treasurer. He knows that it takes a Mr SPEAK_ER: Order! | call the honourable
little time to put out a tender. | do not know how MeMber for Davidson to order.
quickly the coalition did it when it was in
government.

Mr Collins: So it is not safe until 1 July?

Mr WATKINS: What is the Government's
response to concerns in the tourism sector about the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable failure of the New South Wales Opposition leader to

member for Ermington to order for the third time.  PUt One Nation last?

Mr SCULLY: What is the Government doing Mr SPEAKER: A number of members are
about stations? There is very good news on statiordready on three calls to order. | call the honourable
as well. Did the coalition like it? No, they did not. member for The Hills to order. I call the Leader of
$55 million! Do you want me to go through it the National Party to order for the third time.
again? | do not for a moment pretend that we do not
need to do this. Unfortunately, incidents occur on Mr DEBUS: Of all the industries at risk from
trains and on stations. We must do all we can téhe policies of One Nation, tourism is probably the
make our trains and stations safer. That is why thenost vulnerable. On Sunday | was in Malaysia,
Government will spend $100 million of taxpayers'where | was truly shocked by the intensity of media
money over two years. Of that sum, $55 million willinterest in the Queensland election result.
be spent over the next two years on vidednternationally, the result is being interpreted as
surveillance cameras on 301 CityRail stations. Wheshowing the rise of racist and anti-Asian leanings in
the coalition was in government how many incidentAustralia. The rise of One Nation is threatening our
were there at Cabramatta station per month? Thergost priceless asset as a tourism destination: our
were 29 incidents per month. The Governmeninternational reputation for friendliness, tolerance
installed video surveillance cameras at Cabramattand ethnic diversity. That reputation is well merited
Members opposite do not want to hear this becausa Sydney and New South Wales. People who come
they know it is good news. After the Governmenthere are warmly welcomed and have a great time.
put in CCTV and high-intensity lighting the number The tourism industry is deeply worried.
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The Chairman of the Australian Tourist the forces of One Nation. Now is the time for the
Commission, Don Morris, told th&ydney Morning [ eader of the Opposition to act. The Leader of the
Herald that the success of One Nation threatens thg@pposition and the Leader of the National Party
image that Australia's tourism industry has beemnyst state that not at any price will they get into
working hard to project. Christopher Brown from ped with One Nation.
the tourism task force described the Queensland
election result as a black day for the industry. Today Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the
the Australianreported that Taiwanese tourism couldppposition will cease interjecting.
fall by 30 per cent because of negative perceptions
created by the rise of One Nation. The newspaper pmr DEBUS: If the coalition continues its

quoted a tourism operator in Sydney who iyjthering, double dealing and panicky backtracking
receiving calls from Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japary, one Nation, we will continue to get bad publicity

asking about the safety of Asian tourists Ny asja. The coalition knows the effect a preference
Australia. This State relies heavily on internationalyea will have.

tourists. They account for one-third of tourism-

related employment and one-third of total visitor Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy
nights. Almost 60,000 jobs are at stake. Leader of the Opposition to order.

The Bureau of Tourism Research indicates that Mr DEBUS: The coaliton knows the
59’4.00 jobs in New South Wales, or 35 per c_ent 0I:Ievastation that will be wrought if One Nation ever
tourism related employment, can be dlrectlygets a shot at coalition government
attributed to international visitors. Tourism New '
South Wales figures show that 50 per cent of Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
international visitors to this State come from ASianmember for Murrijbidgeé to order. | call the
nations. In New South_WgIes 30’Ooo.p80ple.0W9Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order for the
their employment and livelihood to Asian tou”StS'second time
That is a lot of families who stand to lose from One ’
Nation's influence, a lot of small businesses that will

do it tough, and a lot of money that will not beéb\)\lljstralian Liberal Party branches have already

spent in hotels, shops and restaurants across N d th il but One Nation last how-t
South Wales. Tourism is also vital in regional New?hounced they will put ©ne Nation fast on how-to-

South Wales. It is worth $54 million a year to vote cards.
Maitland and $78 million a year to Dubbo. The _ |
honourable member for Lismore has been shoutin Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
in this House that he will put One Nation ahead m{%ember for Coffs Harbour to order.

Labor in a ballot—

Mr DEBUS: The Victorian and South

Mr DEBUS: If any elements of the Liberal or
National parties fall short of totally ruling out any
preference deals with One Nation or support for any
One Nation member that should come into this

Mr DEBUS: Tourism in Lismore is worth $76 House they will sell out the tourism industry.

million a year. | want to know how he will explain
his irresponsibility to tourism operators in his Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable

electorate. The honourable member fofmember for Murwillumbah on three calls to order.

Murwillumbah has said on radio that he will put

Labor last. Tourism in his electorate is worth $165 Mr DEBUS: And with it, thousands of young
million a vyear. How will he explain his people, part-time workers, small businesses, regional

irresponsibility to tourism operators in his areas, country towns and their own constituents.
electorate?

Mr Rixon: No, | just said | would put Labor
last.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
[Interruption] member for Vaucluse to order.

The best explanation the honourable member Mr DEBUS: | would very much like the
for Ermington can provide is that these twoOpposition to show some political and moral
gentlemen will retire. The Opposition in New Southcourage.

Wales has a challenge ahead. It must not only put

One Nation last on every how-to-vote card in every Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the member
seat, it must rule out ever forming a coalition withfor Vaucluse on three calls to order.
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COUNTRY AIR SERVICES from Sydney and fly on the same day. That is an
CHARTER OF USER RIGHTS important matter. Throughout rural New South
Wales country businesses and individuals have made
Mr WINDSOR: My question is to the it clear that they want to continue to have available
Premier. Will his Government support the countryto them the opportunity to fly to the State's capital,
summit initiative of a charter of user rights for Sydney, conduct their business or seek the service
country airline commuters to Sydney (Kingsford-they want and then return to the country centre
Smith) Airport with a view to guaranteeing accesswithin one day. That has always been important to
for country people to their capital city airport? Will rural New South Wales.
he join with that group to ensure the Federal
Government does the right thing by country people Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy

on this issue? Leader of the National Party to order for the second
time.
Mr CARR: Those of us who attended the
country summit at Wagga Wagga had the— Mr CARR: | understand that work has been
done on a charter of user rights and that country
[Interruptior communities regard that, as | understand it, as a

means of writing into the mission statement of
That is right, the Leader of the National PartySydney airport a commitment to maintain the access

did not go to the country summit. that rural people want. Obviously, this is an issue
for which the Federal Minister for Transport is

Mr Armstrong: And you didn't stay. responsible. However, | am happy to make

submissions to the Federal Government to ensure

Mr CARR: | went there. | gave a long that a charter of user rights enshrines access to
account of activities in rural New South Wales. country airline services by country people, and that

the charter will remain on foot whatever happens to
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy the ownership of the airport. The Government will
Leader of the National Party to order. pursue this matter and make the necessary
submission to the Federal Government. In addition, |
Mr CARR: | shared a lot of ideas with the will speak to the Minister for Transport about
excellent delegates there. making a submission to the Standing Committee on
State Development, which is chaired by the Hon.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of Tony Kelly, to explore what other areas of
the Opposition to order. co-operation between this Government and rural
communities are available.
Mr CARR: There was Lilliane Brady, the
Mayor of Cobar, and a lot of splendid leaders from MILK INDUSTRY DEREGULATION
outstanding country communities.
Mr NEILLY: My question without notice is
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable directed to the Minister for Agriculture, and Minister
member for Ku-ring-gai to order. | call the for Land and Water Conservation. What is the
honourable member for Pittwater to order for theGovernment's response to concerns held by New
second time. | call the honourable member foiSouth Wales dairy farmers about the potential for
Burrinjuck to order. milk produced in Victoria to flood New South
Wales supermarkets?
Mr CARR: But, as my colleagues suggested,
the Leader of the National Party must have been in Mr AMERY: The honourable member for
New Guinea looking for water that day or maybe,Cessnock has long been a staunch supporter of dairy
Lear-like, he stood at the mouth of the Clarence anthrmers, milk vendors and the dairy industry in
said, "River go back, river go back." Perhaps theyeneral. Concern has been expressed about what is
Leader of the National Party was there in hishappening in the dairy industry. Circumstances in
Williams gear, mapping out the road that would runthe industry have changed dramatically in the past
through the Blue Mountains. This is a significantfew weeks, if not in the past few days. By way of
issue for rural New South Wales; it is a soundintroduction, may | say that the whole situation can
principle of regional development. It is vitally be sheeted home to a decision taken in 1992 by the
important to people who run businesses in ruralormer Government when it started to deregulate the
centres or who want to visit a doctor or seek othedairy industry from the farm gate to the supermarket
services in Sydney that they are able to fly to anghelf. The Leader of the National Party talks about
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his new-found interest in regional New South Wales, Mr Fraser: | want the remarks withdrawn.

but his decisions as a Minister on the deregulatioifhey should be withdrawn and the Minister should

of the dairy industry, not to mention the eggapologise.

industry, were made without any pressure from the

Federal Government to force the States down this Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Coffs

path. In 1992 there was no threat of a penalty frontHarbour will resume his seat.

the Federal Government or the competition council

to force the New South Wales Government to Mr Fraser: On a point of order.

deregulate the dairy industry. Yet the former

Minister for Agriculture, the Leader of the National Mr SPEAKER: Order! If a member is

Party, set a process in train, and the chickens asensitive about comments made in the Chamber, the

now coming home to roost for many dairy farmersChair will allow that member to make a personal

The Leader of the National Party was involved—  explanation at the appropriate time. If the Chair
believes a comment is objectionable, the Chair will

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable ask the member who made the comment to

member for Coffs Harbour to order for the secondvithdraw it. However, the Chair was unable to hear

time. what was said because the member for Wakehurst
and the member for Oxley were both shouting

Mr  AMERY: The Ku Klux Klan is across the Chamber.
demonstrating in Texas. Couldn't you get a pair?

The Leader of the National Party was involved— Mr AMERY: If the honourable member for
Coffs Harbour is offended, | withdraw the comment.
[Interruption] In 1992 the coalition Government decided to

deregulate the post farm gate price of milk. That
Don't tell me you're going to start again! |includes the retail price of milk as well as the
have told you before— margins for processors and vendors. The decision
was made that the deregulation process was to begin
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will not on 1 July 1998. As a result of that decision the dairy
provoke the member for Wakehurst. farmers of New South Wales are now facing
pressure from various supermarkets to bring down
Mr AMERY: | have told you before to do the farm gate price. Following an arrangement with
one of two things, eat more food with your lunch orColes and Woolworths the price was dropped.
stop swallowing those suppositories. However, a major supermarket, namely, Franklins,
does not wish to accept the new price for milk and
Mr Photios: On a point of order. My point of has indicated that it will not buy milk from New
order relates to the offensive remarks made by th8outh Wales dairy farmers as from 1 July when the
Minister. | ask you to direct the Minister to deregulation begins unless the price at the farm gate
withdraw the allegation that one member of thds reduced even further. Instead they say they may
Opposition was a member of the Ku Klux Klan. It is buy milk from Victoria at a lower price. The reality
an obnoxious, outrageous, deceitful, lying, gutteis that the New South Wales dairy industry is at a
allegation and he should withdraw it. disadvantage when competing with Victoria.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable For example, Victorian milk represents some
member for Pittwater on three calls to order. | cal6O per cent of the farm gate market in Australia and
the honourable member for Wakehurst to order foNew South Wales dairy farmers hold only 13 per
the second time. cent of the market. Production costs for New South

Wales dairy farmers are higher than those in

Mr Fraser: On a point of order. The Victoria simply because of the climatic differences.
comments directed to me by the Minister forThe supermarket chain in question is threatening to
Agriculture are offensive. put a process in motion, for the sake of increased

profit margins, that will cripple the New South

Mr SPEAKER: Order! If the member wants Wales dairy farmers. It is talking about undercutting
to make a personal explanation, | will allow him tothe current farm gate price in New South Wales by
do so at the appropriate time. He will resume his3¢ a litre, from about 57¢ to 54¢, which will have a
seat. considerable impact on dairy farmers across the
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State. The President of the New South Wales Dairgnd certainly not the consumers. It has been the
Farmers Association, Mr Reg Smith, with whom Imajor money-making supermarkets.

have been negotiating during the past couple of

days, has estimated a loss of approximately $20  History has proved in many industries that
million to this State's dairy farmers. Also, amerely because a farm gate price is kept low,
significant number of dairy farmers across NewMargins are not necessarily passed on to consumers.

South Wales would be marginalised. The pork industry is a further example—another
unregulated industry which is under threat because

| know that the honourable member forOf @ coalition Government in Canberra. The farm

Cessnock has been very interested in this issue. TH&t€ price of pig meat has been pushed down while
supermarkets will also reduce vendors' margins bg}ne supermarket sales price has_ increased. In other
50 per cent, bearing in mind that from 1 July therdVords, the supermarkets are getting a cheaper cut of
will not be any regulation in place to protect theMeat from the pig farmers but are increasing the
margin for milk vendors—a policy decision that was'€til prices to shoppers. The same thing is now
taken by the Leader of the National Party when heing repeatgd in the _dalry industry. Since 1997 the
was Minister for Agriculture. | am beginning to feel farrgogate k"?lr'ce of pig m%at has d(;creased from
like a contract cleaner cleaning up the mess that Hg™ per kilogram to $1.70. Yet at the same time

left behind. Retailers' profit margins in a deregulate 8e2(r)etail ﬁ)(r:ce of midggigocf]l?hps .increased (;rc])cm
market would increase from 15 per cent to 25 pe} per kilogram to $8.50. That Is not good for

cent. The Leader of the National Party should béhe average shopper buying dinner for the family.

ashamed of himself for supporting such an initiative .
. . . | have always been concerned about the impact
and placing our dairy farmers and milk vendors

under threat. It is time to compare the role of th of the national competition council's policies and its

coalition Government in 1992 with that of the Carr ailure to recogmse the bqymg power .Of the reta!l
sector. | am having talks with the Premier about this
Labor Government.

matter and we will look at ways to address this
problem. The New South Wales Dairy Farmers
Association is having a meeting with its members
this afternoon. | assure the dairy farmers that we
, , will help them to achieve the most appropriate
Mr AMERY: Did the Leader of the National o come from the mess left by the former coalition
Party say that milk comes from cows? Although |goyernment. | note from reports in th€entral
have not read it, | thought the National Party'syestern Daily newspaper in Orange that the

policy on the dairy industry was that milk iS National Party conference voted last weekend to
extracted from a subterranean shelf in New Zealangppose any further deregulation of the dairy

and bubbles up into a milk bar in western Sydney. |nqusiry. It did not have that policy when it was in

will get around to reading its dairy policy, it will government. | will keep the House informed of
always be there. progress on this very important issue.

Mr Armstrong: | think you are a bit of a
cow, Richard.

Mr Armstrong: You cannot get your policy STATE RAIL SECURITY

through Cabinet.
Ms FICARRA: My question is to the Minister

Mr AMERY: That is not true. The Carr for Transport. When 23-year-old Vanessa Laws
Government agreed to maintain the farm gate priceomplained that a man sitting next to her on an
regulations despite pressure from the nationaarly morning train was playing with his genitals,
competition council—another issue on which thewhy did State Rail Authority security throw him off
Leader of the National Party has been silent. That her stop, leaving her to run for her life on a
Carr Government has stood firm to protect oudeserted Killara station? Is that the Government's
almost 1,600 dairy farmers across New South Waleg]ea of train security?
who could be subject to threats by this move. Unlike
the coalition Government, we did not sell our dairy Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy
industry short. We have worked with the industry toLeader of the National Party to order for the third
maintain it by securing the farm gate price. As dime.
result of a decision in which the Leader of the
National Party was involved, the only winner out of Mr SCULLY: As | have said on many
the 1992 deregulation plan has been the retail sectdgigcasions, there is no place for thugs and vandals on
in particular large supermarkets. It has not been theur trains, buses or ferries. | will have this matter
farmers or the vendors who the coalition desertednvestigated by the State Rail Authority.
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Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy and Training has agreed to provide joint funding to
Leader of the Opposition to order for the third time. further develop this project during this year, for
which | thank the Minister for Education and
TWEED HEADS DISTRICT HOSPITAL Training.
REDEVELOPMENT
The project will have two main components:
Mr BECK: My question is directed to the professional development on gender issues and
Minister for the Environment, representing thephysical activity, and the provision of community-
Minister for Health. How does the Minister explainbased girls' events. The aim of the professional
comments by doctors in the Tweed that thelevelopment component is to provide both the
Government is dragging its feet on extremely serioubroader context for the focus on physical activity by
health care issues and that government funding fagirls and specific strategies to improve their
the Tweed Heads District Hospital redevelopmenparticipation. Development officers and centre staff
could be nothing more than a paper pledge, thBom my department's regional offices, together with
project having already been delayed by two years? personal development, health and physical education
teachers and consultants from each of the school
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member has districts across the State, will take part. The Active
asked three questions. | will permit him to rephrasé&irls events will be modelled on those which were

the question. conducted in the pilot program—in the Auburn and
Nowra areas—and will offer a range of recreational
YOUNG WOMEN SPORT PARTICIPATION activities for the girls to try. They will also involve

elite level sportswomen and other active women as
Ms ANDREWS: My question without notice role models and create direct links for girls to
is directed to the Minister for Sport and Recreationcommunity sport and recreation services.
What is the Government doing to encourage young

women to participate in sport? At this stage it is anticipated that these events
will be run in four targeted locations across the
Ms HARRISON: | thank the honourable State—on the far north coast and the western region

member for Peats for her question because it givaa the country and in the south-east and western
me the opportunity to advise the House of the lateshetropolitan regions of Sydney. The initiative is
developments in this area. Honourable membermsonsistent with my department's key performance
might recall that last year my department's women'areas, particularly social justice, in responding to the
unit ran a pilot program called "Active Girls—Role special needs of disadvantaged groups within the
Model and Participation". A project officer was community. The type of exposure provided by the
employed and groups of sportswomen were co-optefictive Girls program is a positive step but it can be
to conduct a series of school visits and participate isuccessful only as part of a much broader and
a number of events aimed at involving young girlsmeasured educational process. We have identified a
The project proved to be successful in raising thetrong need to counter the persistent myths, attitudes
awareness about issues affecting girls' participatioand assumptions about girls' participation in sport,
in sport and physical activity, gaining the interest ofand we now have a plan which will help to change
the girls involved and, most importantly, motivatingthose views. | am delighted to see the progress made
them to become physically active. It also identified dn the program to date and | certainly look forward
number of deficiencies, particularly in the level ofto its continued development and success.
knowledge amongst school, sporting and community

groups about these issues, and strategies were TWEED HEADS DISTRICT HOSPITAL

devised to address those deficiencies. REDEVELOPMENT

The key recommendations which came from Mr BECK: My question is to the Minister for
the evaluation of the pilot program were: that thehe Environment, representing the Minister for
active girls' program be continued and developed addealth. Why has the Minister delayed the Tweed
a model for improving the participation of girls in Heads hospital redevelopment for more than two
sport and physical activity; that a training programyears?
on gender and sport be developed for teachers,
sportswomen, sports development officers and others Ms ALLAN: The honourable member for
who work with young people; and that theseMurwillumbah had time to get the question right and
strategies be incorporated as part of a longer-ternhe still did not get it right. In fact the Government
integrated approach to address the needs of girls hlas made a $31.5 million capital works commitment
sport and recreation. The Department of Educatioto the people of the region. Staged redevelopment of
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Tweed Heads hospital is under way and will ensure Mr SPEAKER: Order! | remind the
a more efficient and functional hospital to meet thehonourable member for Murwillumbah that he is on
needs of the honourable member's growinghree calls to order.

constituency. | am advised by the Northern Rivers

Area Health Service that it is undertaking Questions without notice concluded.
negotiations to determine the best type of services

for the redevelopment. | am also advised that the MILK INDUSTRY DEREGULATION
completion date for the project remains June 2001.

The completion date of 2002 in the 1998-99 budget Personal Explanation
papers refers to the finalisation of accounts allowing
for the one-year defects liability. Mr FRASER, by leave: When the Minister

for Agriculture, and Minister for Land and Water
It is standard Treasury procedure to refer taConservation made the remarks which he
the date when all accounting has been finalised asibsequently withdrew that the Ku Klux Klan was
the completion date. The Government made aeeting in Texas and | could not be there, the
promise to improve health services and it is doindhonourable member for Manly shouted across the
just that, despite the negative attitudes of th&hamber that he thought that it was true that | was a
honourable member for Murwillumbah. The member of the Ku Klux Klan. | find that absolutely
Northern Rivers Area Health Service has in place affensive. The honourable member is an immigrant
comprehensive winter strategy to deal with thénto this country and we have accepted him not only
anticipated increase in admissions. The strategpto Australia but into this Parliament. His comment
ensures that patients with winter illnesses willis an absolute disgrace. | ask him to withdraw the
receive timely, quality care. Their care will not beremark.
compromised in any way.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The standing orders
Mr BECK: | ask a supplementary question.do not allow the member for Coffs Harbour to
Given that answer, can the Minister explain why theattack the member for Manly in that manner.

Tweed Heads medical staff council is predicting
further closures of hospital beds and operating TWEED HEADS DISTRICT HOSPITAL

theatres and cuts to services? REDEVELOPMENT
Mr Hunter: On a point of order. Mr Speaker, Personal Explanation
do standing orders not provide that supplementary )
questions must flow out of the answer given? Mr BECK, by leave: | wish to make a

personal explanation. The Minister for the
Mr SPEAKER: Order!l The honourable ENvironment, in answering a question on behalf of

member for Lake Macquarie is correct. However, ifn€ Minister for Health, has misled the House.
my view the supplementary question arises from the

Minister's answer. Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member is not

complying with the standing orders in relation to the

Ms ALLAN: | am happy to answer the making of a personal explanation.

guestion, although | believe that it was part of the Mr BECK: She defamed me by saying that

earlier question which was ruled out of order. Inthe news was three weeks old when it is from
fact, the criticisms that the honourable member fo[ , .
oday's newspaper. | seek leave to table the article

Murvv_|llumbah—try|ng tq intimidate the Chamber by headed "Tweed Eaces Health Cuts".
showing newspaper articles—referred to relate to an
article that appeared in theDaily News in
Murwillumbah on 22 May 1998, nearly a month

ago. So the question is based on very old news and BATHURST WATER SUPPLY
has been superseded by my reply.

Leave not granted.

Personal Explanation
Mr Beck: On a point of order. It is not based P
on that article. It needs a correction. Mr ARMSTRONG , by leave: | wish to make
_ a personal explanation. Yesterday the Minister for
Mr  SPEAKER: Order! The honourable peaith said in this Parliament that at no time did I—
member will resume his seat.
_ Mr SPEAKER: Order! Is the Leader of the
Mr Beck: It is from today's paper. National Party seeking to make a personal
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BATHURST WATER SUPPLY

explanation in relation to a matter that arose duringommunities of the Colo Vale and Hill Top primary

guestion time?

schools. | take the opportunity of congratulating both
school communities, particularly the principals, on

Mr ARMSTRONG: Yes, yesterday, and | the hard work and leadership they have shown in
have had no opportunity to make a personallemonstrating the real needs of both schools to the

explanation because | had to relddnsard

property management unit of the education
department. Anyone who visits those schools will

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the know that they are dedicated to providing the very

National Party will resume his seat.

best of facilities. The communities in many cases
suffer their share of financial and social problems

Mr ARMSTRONG: Mr Speaker, that is but they are keen to help themselves and to support
unfair, and | believe it is against the standing orderseach other. Both Hill Top and Colo Vale schools for

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the

National Party will resume his seat.
APPROPRIATION BILL
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL
APPROPRIATION (SPECIAL OFFICES) BILL

APPROPRIATION (1997-98 BUDGET
VARIATIONS) BILL

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AMENDMENT
(TRANSMISSION OPERATOR'S LEVY) BILL

PREMIUM PROPERTY TAX BILL

PUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT
AMENDMENT BILL

STATE REVENUE LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

the last several years have been struggling to operate
with demountable buildings. They are located in

wind-prone areas and recently the landscaping of
both schools has been redeveloped, which has
greatly benefited the students.

| am pleased that the budget has finally
acknowledged the need in both those schools for
permanent buildings and | welcome at last the
allocation for construction of those buildings. That is
one of the few bright spots in this budget for my
electorate. The Government has not addressed the
operational cuts that have occurred in schools across
my electorate to pay for the unfunded salary promise
to teachers. Teachers thoroughly deserve that salary
increase but as the Carr Government awarded that
salary increase without making a budget allocation
for it, the costs must now come from school
operational budgets. School maintenance budgets
have also suffered. Recently | visited Wingello
Public School where the principal and school
community informed me of the great need for
additional maintenance.

One of the biggest problems in my electorate

is the need for an additional Bowral area public
school. Bowral Public School is a fine but
overcrowded school situated within the rapidly
Ms SEATON (Southern Highlands) [3.28 growing central business district—and | hope the
p.m.J: The Carr Government has been a bigeoexistence of the Bowral Public School and the
spending, big-taxing Government. The budget give€BD continues because children should be a part of
us no hope of a secure future for New Soutta community. | know the Retford site has been
Wales—no hope of jobs, regional jobs, and allocated for construction of a further school, but the
demonstration of commitment to people in the buskudget does not include any planning, timetabling or
and their families. There is no hope for thosebudgeting for a second public school. The same
engaged in agriculture and regional businesseapplies to the hoped-for Mittagong area high school.
There is no hope that the finances of this State afd/e have two fine public high schools at Bowral and
being managed well and no hope that the cost of thiloss Vale but in the next few years another high
Olympics to New South Wales will bring any school will be needed in the Mittagong area.
tangible benefits to all the people of the State. This
is a budget that will go down in history as the Carr | ask the Minister for Education and Training
Government's final big-taxing, big-spending budget. why he continues to be secretive about the
demographic study | requested two years ago to
I will admit that there is one bright spot for assess the future needs of education in the
the southern highlands in the budget, and that is @mmunity. That study was carried out but was then
credit to the very hard work of the schoolburied. One can only surmise that it contained real

Debate resumed from an earlier hour.
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evidence of the need for a Mittagong area highhas literally hundreds of kilometres of dirt roads to
school and an additional public school in the Bowrabkeal, let alone all the other roads that must be
area. | ask the Minister to come clean, give usnaintained. | hope money is allocated to Wombeyan
answers and inform us why they have not beefaves Road so that agricultural and other businesses
addressed in the budget. along that road can be safely accessed, in particular
the excellent tourist attraction, Wombeyan Caves.
Another major issue in my electorate is
police. People, in particular seniors and the chamber  Another important need in my electorate, as
of commerce, are concerned about the increase in alith all of regional New South Wales, is health.
types of crime. The Minister for Police promised anOver the past two years Goulburn and Bowral
extra 100 police, but they will not even keep uphospitals have had a reduction in the number of
with the attrition that has been a feature of theheatre surgery hours, in particular, for orthopaedic
Police Service in the past two years. However, ikurgery. Even though official waiting lists have been
100 police are available, | hope that some will beeported to be between three and four months, they
allocated to my region so that areas such abkave blown out in both those hospitals to six and
Bundanoon, which is underresourced, might at lastine months respectively. That is not good enough.
gain some police resources. People in my area aMany elderly people who have waited for six to
keen to help in the volunteers in policing program—nine months to have hip replacements or other joint
VIPs. | have made many representations to theurgery have visited me. In that waiting period they
Minister for Police about this and | have askedhave gone from being independent and mobile to
many times for the training budget to be reinstatethaving a degree of immobility, which cannot be
at the police academy at Goulburn so that those wheasily reversed. | call on the Minister for Health to
are prepared to be volunteers can undertake tlaeknowledge the problems in Goulburn and Bowral
required training. They can then take their placdiospitals, as my electorate attracts many retired
appropriately beside police in police stations angbeople who will increasingly need surgical services,
provide help in areas that otherwise would not beparticularly orthopaedic surgery, which is an
catered for. At least half a dozen potentialexpensive form of surgery. The Minister should not
candidates are keen and ready to go, but thavoid the issue but should implement a plan that
Minister is unwilling and unable to come up with addresses waiting lists. It is difficult for people who
the necessary funds for the requisite training. were independent and mobile, who enjoyed doing
community work and gardening, to have to wait nine
Similarly, the Minister has been silent on themonths and, in that time, to lose their independence
subject of police prisoner escorts, which Bowraland mobility.
police have the burden of performing. Last year they
spent 1,000-plus hours ferrying prisoners between  One of the curious features of the budget is a
Goulburn gaol and Silverwater, and other correctivgrogram called the regional economic transition
services institutions throughout New South Walesscheme—RETS. The scheme was announced with
That means that for those 1,000 hours they were notuch fanfare by the Minister for Regional
policing the Southern Highlands. | have written toDevelopment and is worth examining. It aims to
the Minister for Police but he has not even beemelp develop new industries and jobs in towns
interested enough to respond to my request. This facing major structural change. However, in
one way in which police can be removed fromGoulburn this structural change has been brought
duties that are not central to the core of communitabout by the Carr Government because government
policing—and | would have thought the Ministerjobs have been moved needlessly from Goulburn to
would be interested in that. Apparently there are twather centres, such as Wollongong and Queanbeyan,
pushbikes ready to go in the Bowral area but thevhich have a much greater critical mass. The value
uniforms, which cost between $800 and $1,000 eaclof one job in Goulburn is more than one job in
and equipment are not available so the bicycles aM/ollongong, and the impact of a job loss is more
left unused. The pushbike program cannot beevere in Goulburn than in Wollongong.
accessed because of the lack of funds to equip the
police to do that job properly. Goulburn has a population of approximately
20,000 and a government job loss has a huge
Last week | mentioned in a private member'sffect—a job loss from Goulburn to Wollongong has
statement Wombeyan Caves Road, which is imore impact than a job loss from Wollongong or
desperate need of upgrade. The Carr GovernmeNewcastle to Sydney. In the past two years the
has not maintained the roads budget and sufficielovernment has removed from Goulburn
money has not been allocated to regional councilgpproximately 40 jobs in each of the Roads and
particularly the Wingecarribee Shire Council, whichTraffic Authority, the Department of Health, energy,
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and police communications, which has been movedale chambers of commerce, not to mention
to Wagga Wagga. Also, TAFE jobs have been losshopkeepers in Bundanoon, are very concerned
through redundancies and with the loss of tradebout the prospect of reduced manning levels at
courses in Goulburn people have been forced to gGityRail stations.
to Wollongong, Queanbeyan, Nowra or other places
to study. Many have given up because they have  The Olympics are something that we hear
family responsibilities and cannot easily travelquite a bit about from the Government, but it is an
around the countryside undertaking furtherevent not nearly well enough publicised
education. Rail Services Authority jobs have alsanternationally. We do not hear much about ideas to
been lost in Goulburn. ensure that regional New South Wales will benefit
from this biggest ever spending item in New South
It is completely hypocritical for the Minister Wales. The Olympic bid was first conceived by the
for Regional Development, and Minister for RuralGreiner Government. That was not because that
Affairs to produce a bandaid measure, the regiondbovernment particularly wanted to focus on two
economic transition scheme, and apply it to the verweeks of sport in September 2000, desirable though
problem that he himself has created. | suggest thébat is. The bid was conceived not only out of a love
the answer to the problem is that the governmenif sport, but in recognition of the fact that staging
jobs that were already in Goulburn—moved therghe Olympics in Sydney would focus the eyes of the
from larger centres by the former member whosevorld on Sydney, on New South Wales and in turn
electorate encompassed Goulburn, the Hon. Johkustralia, and as a result we would reap the
Fahey—should be returned to Goulburn, where thegconomic benefits of investment—benefits that
were very much appreciated. Each of thoselaces like Barcelona and Atlanta still enjoy several
government jobs in Goulburn, particularly with itsyears after those cities have staged successful
population of about 20,000, brings with it or attractsOlympics.
to it between one and 10 private sector
opportunities. There is no point in staging the Olympics in
Sydney, or in New South Wales, if the State is not
| suggest that the remedy lies with the Ministerto gain some long-term economic and other benefits.
and the Government. Rather than coming up witlRecent surveys show a low level of awareness
mad, bandaid schemes, they should fix up theverseas that Sydney is hosting the year 2000
problems that they themselves have created. Th&yames. Those surveys reveal low levels of intention
should have left those jobs in place in the firstto visit Sydney during the Olympic Games. In
instance. Decentralisation of government jobs is particular, we continue to see nothing from the
function of government and a very important plankMinister for Regional Development, and Minister for
of any government. Any regional community oughtRural Affairs on what plans are in place for the rural
to expect a fair share of jobs involved in theand regional Olympic expo, which was proposed by
delivery of government services, whether that is @he honourable member for Burrinjuck and me. That
community in Sydney, Bathurst or Goulburn. All expo was to be held in the Sydney central business
should have a chance to share in those opportunitiedistrict during the Olympic period to bring the bush
Goulburn should be no exception. to the city, to make sure that anyone who visits
Sydney for the Olympic Games but does not have
Everyone is aware of the job and workthe chance to visit rural and regional centres of New
redesign program going on in CityRail. That affectsSouth Wales will see showcased the very best food
communities in the electorate of Southern Highlandsand fibre products produced in New South Wales.
particularly in Mittagong, Bowral, Moss Vale and
Bundanoon. CityRail jobs in my electorate are very | have made repeated calls to the present
important; they provide not only for the efficient andMinister for Regional Development for an update on
smooth running of CityRail's services but also &his position on this suggestion. | had an assurance
degree of security on railway stations, and they arefom the Treasurer, who was formerly Minister for
much appreciated by the local communities. | soughRegional Development, that he thought this was a
an assurance from the Minister for Transport thagood idea and would support it. But since the
jobs will not be lost to my electorate. | have beerhonourable member for Clarence has become the
given no such assurance. The Minister has not beeasponsible Minister absolutely nothing has been
prepared to tell me what the outcome of the job antieard from him on this matter. | find that
work redesign program will be. That has created alparticularly disappointing given all his rhetoric about
sorts of concerns, not only among CityRailregional New South Wales and his bandaid
personnel but in communities surrounding themeasures, such as the regional economic transition
railway stations. The Mittagong, Bowral and Mossscheme. It is vital that we turn around the perception
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of regional communities that all the problems theyis a bad budget and it will drive New South Wales
are suffering and all the initiatives that are not beindurther into debt. This Government keeps promising
followed on capital works and other agendas in theito provide a surplus but, as usual, its budget this
regions are the fault of the Olympic Games. year will produce another deficit.

Alternatively, if the Carr Government is [Debate interrupted.
syphoning off capital works funds from regional
New South Wales for Olympic purposes, in return MILK INDUSTRY DEREGULATION
the bush should gain some benefits flowing from the

Olympics. | will give the House some examples. Personal Explanation
The Goulburn community has about a dozen
families with members who need renal satellite Mr Fraser. | wish to make a personal

services. Some of these people are elderly, and soregplanation.
are in the care of other family members. They find
themselves having to travel regularly to Canberra or Mr SPEAKER: Order! A personal
Sydney for back-up renal dialysis treatment. Thosexplanation is normally permissible only when no
dozen people would like to have a renal satellite unibusiness is before the Chamber but as the
in Goulburn Hospital so that they could cut down orhonourable member approached me earlier about this
their travel time. In particular, some elderly peoplel will allow him to proceed.
who feel uncomfortable about driving, and know
that at some time soon they will have to stop Mr FRASER: There is nothing more
driving, would like to feel secure that the servicesoffensive or more despicable than for a member of
they require are available in their community. TheParliament to lay false accusations under privilege in
perception of those people is that the lack othis House. Today in this place the honourable
commitment to provide such services at Goulburnmember for Manly directed to me, with viper-like
Hospital is related to the Carr Government's budgetenom, words to the effect that he considered | was
overruns and blowouts due to the Olympics. a member of the Ku Klux Klan. | raised my
heartfelt concerns and great offence at that
It is an easy equation to understand. It isdespicable allegation.
important that the Carr Government put some effort
into promoting the Olympics and making the Mr SPEAKER: Order! How has the character
community understand that the Games are not jusf the member been impugned?
about sport, worthy though that is, but about a
whole new focus on New South Wales and Australia Mr FRASER: The honourable member for
and the consequent benefits that will flow through tdManly, as he left the Chamber, having heard my
all in our community. | seek clarification from the impassioned protests, repeated the offence and
responsible Ministers on some curious aspects of treought to drive the knife into me by saying, in the
budget. | would be keen to learn from the Ministerhearing of other honourable members of this
for Corrective Services the actual projections for theChamber, "Obviously the truth hurts." | have many
stage two redevelopment of Goulburn gaol. Theréiends born of many races. | care about the many
has been an announcement of a $32 million projectices and the indigenous people who make up this
to be completed by 2002, but the first year'swonderful Australian society. | ask—indeed |
allocation is all of $1.5 million. So, magically, demand—that the honourable member for Manly
between now and 2002 another $29 million or savithdraw his remarks and apologise to me for those
will have to come from somewhere. remarks, which would be offensive to all fair-
minded Australians and the majority of constituents
| would like a clear exposition of the budget of the electorate of Manly.
and timetable for that project. Similarly, for the
stage one redevelopment this year's allocation is Mr SPEAKER: Order! The standing orders
only $2 million, with an estimated cost of $6.25do not prevent a member from making an allegation
million. We are more than half way through theabout another member. The honourable member for
project but there has been less than half of th€offs Harbour has asked that the honourable
expected expenditure. It is important that themember for Manly be directed to withdraw a
Minister respond on that matter. This is a big taxingstatement he allegedly made earlier in the afternoon.
big spending budget. It will be the Treasurer's finaHowever, the standing orders do not compel the
budget. It deserves to be his final budget because lionourable member for Manly to do so.
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Area. A further $12 million has been allocated for
bridges and roads. The Labor Party did that because
it was part of an agreement. However, the Labor
Party will never be able to make up for the hundreds
of millions of dollars that have been denied to the
people of the MIA through lost opportunities, purely
and simply because of the way in which the area
was run by the Labor Party for some 45 years as its
own personal fiefdom. It was not a bad political
philosophy, and all members have probably struck
something similar somewhere along the line. It is
just that here it was perpetuated for a long time.
Despite it being a socialist entity where everything
was controlled from Macquarie Street via the local
member, it really was not what you knew but who
you knew and who you were prepared to make your

contributions to that counted. That is why in 1988,
when the coalition came into power, it made sure
that deregulation of the industry was commenced.

STATE REVENUE LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading Despite the fact that the coalition when in
government deregulated the industry and the Labor
Party has pursued that policy, typically a lot of the
bureaucracy cannot let go. Many aspects of the
Mr CRUICKSHANK (Murrumbidgee) [3.50 irrigation areas, including approvals, are spuriously
p.m.]: | wish to speak to the Appropriation Bill and dragged in. Bureaucrats within the Department of
cognate bills. The words uttered by the Treasurer iAgriculture, local government and State government
his Budget Speech when he said that the budget wasrked their tails off to ensure that the old regime
every inch a Labor budget were prophetic andvould be swept away over their dead bodies. They
portentous. It is not much of a joke when countryare making it as difficult as possible. If the Minister
New South Wales is allocated a few hundredor Urban Affairs and Planning and the Minister for
thousand dollars from a $23 billion budget. ThatAgriculture want to make a real contribution to that
says it all about the Labor Party's so-called lovearea, the best way to go about that would be to get
affair with the bush. Unfortunately for the Laborthe bureaucracy to back off to allow the area to
Party, some other parties also have those sorts dévelop as it is at present. The area is experiencing
furry notions. But the Labor Party has the notiona boom in wine production and grape prices;
that somehow, ever since Gough Whitlam said thahcomes in that part of the world are fantastic.
the road to power for the Federal Labor Party was
via the Country Party, as it was then, people have Repair of the road between Harden and the
engendered these notions for themselves. If onlgume Highway will finally address the problems
they could see themselves as others see them, theyused by the dreadful black spot at Illalong which
would realise there is nothing in that affair. has been the bane of the industry in transporting
produce from the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area to
The budget's allocation of taxpayers' funds, athe markets in Sydney. The value of soft-stone
expected, was overwhelmingly in favour of thefruits, melons, and so on, has been seriously
city—in what most of us would regard as pork-diminished because of the need for them to be
barrelling of city electorates and further efforts attransported on that road. The lllalong stretch of the
social engineering. This has been done by ensuringad is probably the worst. | am pleased that
that money has not been allocated for work omoadwork will finally be carried out, although |
country roads and the health system has not receivadknowledge that it will take several years to fix. |
a cent by way of capital expenditure. Indeed, duringgm pleased also that the new industry food
his recent investigation the commissioner wasechnology unit at Griffith will finally begin after
appalled that the Greater Murray regional healttmany years of toing and froing. The unit will link
board was running out of money and will be overthe production of fruit and vegetables in the area
budget by many millions of dollars. with value adding activities, training and tourism.
Leeton has been given $61,000 for an engineering
The Government has had to continue taupgrade program and the school at Coolamon is to
provide money for the Murrumbidgee Irrigation receive two demountable classrooms. Bravo! Out of

[Debate resumefl.
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a $23 billion budget, that is certainly nothing to Members stick to their ideologies, even though
write home about. most of the ideologies are moribund. | could not
disagree with Jack Mundey when he told the
Contrary to the lavish claims of Governmentuniversity that most of the good things about life in
press releases, the bush has not been a winner Australia had come about because the trade union
this election-year budget. The pathetic part of thenovement had fought for them, along with the
efforts of Government members, particularly thedevelopment of wealth, etcetera, in the community. |
honourable member for Clarence, to woo the peoplaould suggest that Australians now have a
in the bush is that, in all their excitement aboutreasonable quality of life. But most of those great
discovering these big, well-run enterprises that ar&leological battles in Australia have been fought.
developing in the country—like the Barters, the deThe action of the Maritime Union of Australia was
Bortolis, the Parles, and the multi-million dollar probably the last dying cry of that ideology. | hope
establishments which have been developed by thogewas. | hope we have learned lessons from that
people through the labour of their own hands—theyncident. To the outside observer, Australia in
take them on board and give them a lot of goodjeneral and New South Wales in particular appear to
publicity; it would be great if the publicity were be rather tired democracies. We now speak of and
simply for the benefit of the companies themselveschase such things as poverty levels, which | do not
But the sad part is that the honourable member fahink anyone knows anything about or understands.
Clarence and others take those companies on board
and try to build on them and then say that if it had Usually it is a shorthand way of referring to
not been for the Government the companies woulthat section of the community that needs more
never have been so successful. taxpayers funds. More and more social
responsibilities are given over to government
Barters employs about 1,200 or 1,300 peoplecontrol. Consequently, greater levels of regulation
It would be fantastic if that sort of wages bill wereare required in all aspects of life. Most of the
to go to Griffith and surrounding towns each weeklegislative argument, because of this lingering
Despite the efforts of any government that comebarrenness of trying to fight battles along ideological
along, those organisations will expand, and no-onknes, follows plain, good old prejudice and bias
will be able to stop them. For Government membersvithout adequate thought for the common good.
to make out that if it were not for them thoseMuch worse is that many politicians want to impose
companies would not succeed gives an accurateore and more regulation to show that government
picture of just how desperate the Government iss doing something and that governments really care.
when it comes to trying to woo the people ofOne would have thought that by now, with the
country New South Wales. After the treatment thaincessant stream of Department of Community
the Labor Party has dished out over the years to th®ervices failures and the never-ending stories of
people of the Murrumbidgee, the Labor Party owesbject failure by the department, the community
them millions upon millions of dollars for lost would have lost faith completely in DOCS. But it
opportunities. By and large, despite the budget ankas not.
what happened before, the shareholdings of the
Labor Party in the bush are pretty low. The community simply tries to take as little
notice as possible and to ignore the problem as
Mr Speaker, as you would be aware, | will bemuch as possible—except for the unfortunate
retiring at the next election. Consequently, | will notparticipants—in the hope that it will all go away.
have a great deal of opportunity to contribute torhe political parties are quite content to leave it like
debate in this House on matters of a general naturthat. Both sides can only lend it ideological support
except for legislation and similar issues. Therefore &nd throw money at it. It is really only a salve to
would like to make a couple of observations. Thergheir collective consciences. If any genuine ideology
is no doubt that the system of adversarial politicss left, ideology that is still looking for a home, it
that have developed within the framework of thehas moved into the environment. It is moving into
Westminster system is a major inhibiter to goodnuch more complex areas. With that inexorable
government—although | used to be involved in it aurge to oppose authority, the battle lines have
great deal myself. When one remembers that alargely moved into a more fertle area—the
legislation is a compromise—whether in the partygeneration gap—uwith politicians hanging on to its
room or within the legislative Chamber or as a resultoat-tails. It is a highly charged emotional subject,
of the government of the day knowing what it canbut emotion is a highly tradeable political
get away with—it is a great pity that there has to be&eommodity and Australian politicians are no slackers
so much animosity and invective traded betweeat using it as much as they can as a replacement for
opposing sides of this House. reason.
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Yesterday the Australian Labor Party pledged Mr JEFFERY (Oxley) [4.05 p.m.]: The Labor
that there will be no new nuclear reactor at Lucassovernment has failed to get the budget out of
Heights. Only history will tell if the French nuclear deficit. Taxpayers of this State have had a noose put
tests in the Pacific were merely another blip on th@round their necks. By March 1999 the situation will
nuclear horizon on the way to developing newer ane even worse and the coalition will be elected to
safer controls for harnessing the potential of nucleajovernment to pick up the pieces. The State's
power. While Australians were going overboard anqinances are haemorrhaging_ On|y a Change of
politicians  were racing off to Tahiti, while we government can stop it and start along the long road
performed like hysterical maniacs, those with theéyack. We can put a stop to the spiralling debt, but it
most to lose—the Chileans and the Peruvians—y he a long, hard road after the current regime is
could hardly get a word in, even if they wanted ©045rceq to hand over the keys to Treasury. The
Nuclear is here to stay. It is with us and it is noty,,rable member for Gladesville will not be here,
going to go away. Itis a bit like fire: you cannot do s, o shouid not be smiling. The Labor Party is like
ar_lythlng FO get rid of it and it is here to stay. light-fingered Jack with its grubby hands in the till.
History will show that nuclear power 1S here for othing is left for health, education and roads in the
good. reason. Greenhouse gases, which, we are to Ush. We might get the best Olympic facilities the
contribute more and more to the ozone layer, are

. world has ever seen, but country people, includin
produced by our coal-powered stations, therefore y peop 9

. : ._many of my constituents, say they have been made
nuclear power will come more and more into its : .
own to suffer in the meantime.

The undoubted benefits of having a small What can anyone tell the battlers about the
nuclear reactor, such as that at Lucas Heights, fdudget? There is nothing in it for them. What does
experimental, medical and research purposes canr@ie tell the parents of a sick child when there is no
even be tolerated by this country. Wake upmoney for health? Will people feel safe in their
Australia, for heavens' sake! This is flat-earthhomes if no more money is provided for police
politics revisited. India and Pakistan have sent everiesources? They will not. The Police Service needs
civilised society, including Australia, into paroxysmsmore funding to fight crime. The service needs more
of rage and apoplexy. Why? Because we shook owfficers. Where is the commitment to be tough on
collective fingers at the world's second mostkcrime, tough on the causes of crime? The Minister
populous nation and said, "You cannot be truste¢br Police stated that an extra 100 police are on our
with an item such as nuclear power." And westreets, but this State had more police on the streets
probably responded in that way because it was Indigast November than it has now. Kempsey needs
It is fruitless to try to change the institutions within another 10 police tonight, because it has a lot of
which the Government of this State operates. Thewrob|em3 at the moment. | put a question on notice
are COStly. Politicians waste untold millions in thiSOn 4 June regarding po"ce Strength_ Police on |ong_
place. There is no discipline. Costly, time-wastingerm sick leave must be replaced. | have been
theatre is encouraged. raising this matter and waiting for an answer for

months, but the Minister has avoided it. | estimate

If ever one wants a good example of hOw MOy apout 10 per cent of all police are on long-term
to correct the shortcomings of one's government, ON8.k leave

has only to look at the results of the big changes

made to the system of elections in New Zealand: the o . . )
mixed member proportional—MMP—representation.  1he Minister for Police has to deal with this
Because a government could not be installed fofatter urgently to assist those in the country.

months after the election, New Zealanders are nownough the Minister suggests there is a record
seriously considering going back to their original”umber of police in the service, statistics show that

system of first past the post. In case | do not gepolice strength in this State is 37 below what it was
another chance, | would like to say thank you toSeven months ago. Instead of boasting about an extra
everybody for the courtesies extended to me during00 police, the Carr Government should admit that
the past 14 to 15 years and for giving me the honoupolice numbers are reducing. The back-to-school
to serve in this place. In leaving this place | bear irallowance has been the subject of a lot of criticism.
mind that the old adage that the one disappointmeftven though most people have taken the money,
at election time is that the only person you can votéhere have been complaints about how the scheme
for is a politician is still as true as ever. If that everhas been administered. It is a shambles with errors
changes, it might be possible to make this placand overpayments that have cost our schools
work better. valuable resources.
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Roads in my electorate are a disgrace. Th&lacksville hospitals? Bandaid money is not good
Pacific Highway is subject to the continuation of aenough; we need high-quality, permanent services,
funding agreement between the previous coalitionot crisis management. Carers are desperate for
and Federal governments. A recent assessment adcess to better mental health services in the
road and traffic conditions on other than the PacificNambucca Valley. Money should have been
Highway included on-site inspection of all rural busprovided for a dental health scheme to improve
routes in Kempsey shire. School bus safety is aaiting times for dental work and dentures. People
major concern to the parents in my electorateare getting sick while they wait up to four years to
Recent rains caused flood chaos on roadget their teeth fixed. If people with dental problems
highlighting the lack of money provided for road cannot eat they will lose weight and suffer serious
maintenance by this Government. In fact, since thhealth problems.

Carr Government came to office road maintenance

has been cut by $243 million. Money must be spent Mr Gaudry: It is because of Federal

on solid infrastructure in rural and regional NewGovernment cuts.

South Wales, not on bus shelters and bicycle racks

in Sydney. On return to government the coalition Mr JEFFERY: The honourable member for

must restore the 60-40 basis for road funding anBlewcastle blames everything on the Federal

put the appropriate balance of government suppoovernment. He should read a letter that | received

back into regional New South Wales. recently. It suits the honourable member and the
current New South Wales Government to blame the

Another matter that is close to my heart is thecCommonwealth Government for its alleged
forestry industry and the jobs that that industry haimeptitude in the provision of public dental services.
generated over the year. The forestry industry on th€hree and a half years of assistance under the
mid-north coast has been decimated. PeopleGommonwealth dental health program materially
livelihoods depend on timber milling and other workassisted New South Wales in reducing its waiting
that is generated by the forestry industry. Manylists as well as contributing towards improving
forest roads provide access to private propertiemfrastructure in the public dental sector. The
Because many wilderness areas have been locked Government has done nothing to provide those
or turned into national parks foresters have nervices but other States have taken the necessary
interest in those areas. The roads are in a state sfeps to provide them. The Government has been
disrepair and people living in rural areas no longesiphoning off the money it has received from the
have proper roads. It is a joke. When government€ommonwealth instead of putting it into dental
remove resources from certain areas they shoulikalth services to help pensioners in this State.
make a commitment to allocate funding for the
maintenance of the roads in those areas. | will tell everyone in my electorate how

miserable the New South Wales Government is to

The funding for public works is a pittance. the pensioners who want to get their teeth fixed.
The Department of Public Works and Services andomorrow | will have printed in the papers a letter
the Department of Land and Water Conservatiofrom the Federal Minister for Health that will
have been engaged by Kempsey council to come wgxpose the New South Wales Minister for Health.
with a solution to combat arsenic problems and meé€the Government has been in office for 3% years,
water supply demands at Stuarts Point. Thabut it has done nothing in this area. A cook-chill
situation has been critical for two years.proposal for Kempsey hospital to provide health
Environmentalists constantly make representations wistrict catering services would generate good jobs
me about the arsenic problems and their fears for thend economic benefits. The Government wants to
health of people in that area. Do we have to waitake away the cooking facilities at Kempsey and
until people get sick? The Department of Health ha¥Vauchope hospitals. How dare it take jobs away
said that there is no problem, but in the past somBom my area! Kempsey and Wauchope hospitals
problems have occurred that should be rectifiedneed those jobs. The Minister has to provide the
Adequate funding should be allocated immediatelyneans by which we can combine high-quality
to enable that problem to be rectified. services with job security.

| turn now to health services. The Oxley There are record waiting lists at Port
electorate and most rural areas in New South Walddacquarie hospital. Kempsey has the ability to take
are in a perilous state. Hospitals cannot pay thethe surgical load off the Port Macquarie Base
bills. Budget blowouts have closed beds andHospital with appropriate funding, but it needs the
lengthened waiting lists. Where is the funding forfunds to do it. The Minister's failed waiting list
beds and services for Kempsey, Wauchope angtogram caused drop-out rates in private health
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insurance to double. As a result more people arb®IcAskill topped the list with 35 years service to the
waiting for hospital beds than ever before. Beds antlunter Region Developmental Disability Service.
services at Wauchope and Macksville hospitals arEive members—Mary Beazley, Owen Beldham,
also starved of funding. Many other governmeni#nne Jaeger, Krystyna Newburn and Betty Yates—
facilities and services in Oxley electorate are saeceived awards for 30 years service. Ten people
starved of funds that they are unable to operateeceived awards for 25 years service, and 20 or
properly. Fisheries inspectors have been taken awamore people received awards for 20 years service.
from South West Rocks and Nambucca Heads anthat represents a total of 995 years service by those
the Department of Agriculture at Macksville hasmembers. That is outstanding service by members at
been closed. Fisheries inspectors have been relocatgtbckton, Kanangra and Tomaree, the three areas
to city areas rather than coastal towns such ashich come under the auspices of the developmental
Nambucca Heads and South West Rocks where thelsabilities service. Those people have dedicated
are needed. Nambucca Valley should be calletheir lives to providing services for disabled people
hidden valley for all the help it receives from thisat those centres: 480 clients at Stockton, 161 at
Government. What did the Premier promise on 2¥anangra and 65 at Tomaree are cared for by a total
August 19967 Premier Bob Carr promised: of 900 full-time workers, 75 per cent of whom are
nursing staff.
Any major changes proposed by government departments in
rural NSW_ will be subject to a Rural Communities Impact The loving and caring team at the centre
Statement in the future. comprises housekeepers and kitchen, laundry,
These statements will give Cabinet an understanding of thlf@nsport, trade, outdoor service and clerical staff.
full extent of the impact of any changes in services, staffOne thing that strikes anyone visiting Stockton
numbers or facilities in regional areas. Centre is the total team effort. That is evident from
the care provided and the relationship between
Pursuant to sessional orders debate clients and workers at the centre, whether they be

interrupted. nursing staff or ancillary staff. Another outstanding
feature of the centre is the individual care given in
PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS the 14 wards or dormitories, eight of which have

been turned into residential units or apartments, and
- three more which are in the process of being
converted. Clients at those units live in a home

HUNTER REGION DEVELOPMENTAL environment. The groups of about six clients who
DISABILITY SERVICE FOUNDATION live in each apartment block have adequate access to
DAY CELEBRATION the community. Each block of units has a minibus to

transport clients.

Mr GAUDRY (Newcastle) [4.15 p.m.]: On
Wednesday, 10 June, | had the pleasure of attending, There is a sensory room with soft disco music,
as | do each year, the Hunter Region Developmental sound beam, high swinging chairs and a range of
Disability Service foundation day celebration atservices designed to integrate disabled people into
Stockton Centre. Of all the functions | attend eachthe community and give them the stimulus that they
year, this one gives me the greatest pleasureequire. Cerebral palsy victims live in two six-bed
Lorraine Yudaeff, Director of Stockton Centre andunits at the Ghost Gum cottages. | know that the
the staff of that centre join with members of theMinister for Community Services, who is now in the
community, with foster grandparents and with theHouse, is proud of the Stockton Centre workers.
support group for the centre. On Wednesday th&hey provide an environment of care and love, with
opening address was given by Brendon O'Reillythe assistance of the foster grandparents scheme and
Deputy Director-General, Operations, of thesupport centre. The disability clients show a great
Department of Community Services. All participantssense of fun in their relationships with their
were given an opportunity to witness theindividual nursing carers. | am proud of the
magnificent work done by the staff. An impressivededication and public service of those people who
feature of that ceremony is that each year the thanksssist disability clients, and | am proud to support
of the centre director and the Department othe work of the centre.Time expired.
Community Services are passed on to staff at that
centre. Mrs LO PO' (Penrith—Minister for

Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister

It is an outstanding tribute to the dedicationfor Disability Services, and Minister for Women)
and loyalty of those workers that exceptional servicg4.20 p.m.]: | literally ran down to the House to add
awards are given out each year. This year Mrs Bettyny comments to those of the honourable member
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for Newcastle. | am pleased that the Stocktorbefore Sir Henry Parkes used the same theme in his
community is supportive of the Stockton Centre. Theration at Tenterfield. Seven toasts were drunk with
impressive contribution of the honourable membeMoét et Chandon Dry Imperial 1884, one toast being
for Newcastle highlights the measures that théo the united Australia the railways had done so
Government has attempted to implement in thenuch to bring about. At the conclusion of the
disability services portfolio. The raising of suchConstitutional Convention held in 1891, the
matters strikes a balance, so that people not onlustralian Constitution was drafted aboard t8eS.
hear when the department does something wrongucinda while it cruised the Hawkesbury, with its
they also hear when the department gets it right. dupplies being replenished at Brooklyn. Charles
intend to send copies of the honourable memberl§ingston, Sir Edmund Barton, A. J. Thynne, Sir
statement to the appropriate places to show th@&ohn Downer, Henry Wrixson, and Bernhard Wise
workers in this tough industry that members ofwere all on board. In 1901 Brooklyn hosted a visit
Parliament understand that their work, which may bé&rom King George V and Queen Mary, at the time
shunned by others, is performed with greathe Duke and Duchess of York, who came to
dedication and achieves great results. Australia to open the first Parliament. The
importance of Brooklyn was acknowledged by its
The Stockton Centre is a model for forward-portrayal on the first £5 note of the new federated
thinking people. Instead of remaining a dormitory-Australia.
style institution, it is implementing forward-thinking
measures with the creation of group homes within For those reasons my constituents and |
the organisation. The honourable member fobelieve that the Federation Fund could do no better
Newcastle said that positive outcomes are importanthan to provide a significant amount of money to
There is a general feeling that the Stockton Centre istart work on and complete, if possible, the vision of
a model for other centres. | thank the honourableny three constituents: the development of the Lower
member for Newcastle for his contribution. In myHawkesbury Visitor Information and Cultural
portfolio, which is one of the toughest, praise isHeritage Centre. | have raised this matter so that my
rarely given. When it is, | am quick to relay it to the support for this project can be recorded by this

appropriate people. House and the Federal Government. There are many
reasons to develop the centre at Kangaroo Point.

LOWER HAWKESBURY VISITOR Since | have been the representative of the electorate
INFORMATION AND CULTURAL of Ku-ring-gai, a period of almost six years, many
HERITAGE CENTRE proposals have been put forward in the Brooklyn

area for all types of development.

Mr O'DOHERTY (Ku-ring-gai) [4.22 p.m.]:
Few members of this Parliament have the privilege | have never seen a more appropriate
of representing an area as beautiful as that part alevelopment that better suits Brooklyn from an
the Hawkesbury River, which | represent. A fewhistorical, educational, cultural and environmental
weeks ago in a small boat floating off Kangaroopoint of view than this proposal. The proposal will
Point | joined three commendable members of mwllow people to view significant archeological sites
community—Tom Richmond, Miriam Maloney and and infrastructure of the early years of our nation,
Jennifer Warner—in sharing a vision that should beuch as evidence of the original Peats Ferry Wharf,
shared by every member of this Parliament: that thehich operated between 1844 and 1889. The wharf
people of Australia should acknowledge thealso operated until 1930, and a vehicular bridge was
importance of Brooklyn and surrounding areas in théuilt in 1945. There is evidence of the construction
lower Hawkesbury and support the development ofite of the Hawkesbury River road bridge which,
the Lower Hawkesbury Visitor Information and after its construction between 1938 and 1945, was
Cultural Heritage Centre. Few people would knowonly eight inches short of having the deepest bridge
about the links between Brooklyn and this nation'soundation in the world.
Federation. The railway bridge, which was
constructed in 1888-89, was the final link in the The area also has a significant Aboriginal
railway network to connect the eastern colonies. Thhistory with 1,700 Aboriginal cultural sites recorded
railway link was opened in 1889 by the thenin Ku-ring-gai Chase and a number of significant
Governor, Lord Carrington, who recognised itsrock carvings around Brooklyn. A rock carving at
significance as a stimulus towards Federation. Stingray Rock, near Kangaroo Point, is plainly

visible. Governor Phillip led the first exploration

Attending that opening were Sir Henry Parkesgexpedition to the Hawkesbury in March 1788 and
the Father of Federation, and George Reid, who watiscovered Mullet Island, now an important part of
later to become Prime Minister. It was some monthsny electorate called Dangar Island. It is well
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documented that Sydney could not have survived We must congratulate the trucking industry.
without produce from the Hawkesbury area, whichThe improvement in its safety record is due to the
continued until the 1950s. work-related safety practices adopted by trucking
companies. Driving requires considerable attention
The Hawkesbury River postman still plies hisand the exercise of judgment. Anything which
trade; it has been an important service in the areaffects the driver's ability to attend to the task has
for generations. The area also has a significarthe potential to cause accidents. ldentifying fatigue
industrial history; three generations of road makinggs a significant factor in accidents is not
are evident within 500 metres. | commend my threstraightforward. It is hard to attribute the cause to
constituents for their work, particularly Tom fatigue, partly because there is no objective measure
Richmond for his careful research of the history ofof fatigue. Symptoms of fatigue vary between
Brooklyn. |1 am delighted that the Leader of thedrivers. They include restlessness, boredom,
Opposition was among the first to send a letter ofirowsiness, aches and pains, sore or tired eyes, and
support to this group. | assure them that | will makdoss of concentration.
every effort to fulfil their vision. | appeal to the <laxrr
Government to support this group's efforts. | once Two different methods are used to calculate
again commend this project to the Federathe proportion of accidents involving fatigue. The
Government as a matter of national significance thdirst is to count only accidents in which the police,
should receive funding from the Federation Fund. after investigation, have nominated that fatigue was
a likely cause. An example is when the driver was
FATIGUE-RELATED MOTOR VEHICLE known to have fallen asleep or reported that he or
ACCIDENTS she was drowsy or fatigued. The second category of
accidents are those which meet a set of criteria
Mr GIBSON (Londonderry) [4.27 p.m.]: | established by road safety professionals based on the
speak about an issue that is affecting my electoraterash circumstances and manoeuvres of the driver
New South Wales and Australia. Two weeks ago @rior to the crash.
group of people brought to my attention deaths that
had occurred in their families in the past couple of Drivers may be tired when starting a trip.
months as a result of motor accidents. They told m&lany people believe that fatigue sets in after many
that the reason given for the accidents by the polickours of driving but that is not always the case.
and other authorities was fatigue and asked whdatatistics show that fatigue can arise in the first hour
could be done to combat motorist fatigue. lor half hour of a trip. If people feel tired, physically
explained to them that fatigue is now viewed byor mentally, for whatever reason and are thinking of
police and authorities as a major killer on our roadsiriving somewhere they should think twice. People
and that Government measures had beeanho are tired before they start driving are at risk of
implemented to combat it. Many years ago when accident and people who lack sleep or rest should
reason could not be given for an accident, the newot drive. People who drive late at night or in the
phenomenon called fatigue was given as the reasorearly hours of the morning are at increased risk.
Men make up 83 per cent of fatigued drivers in
So far this year in New South Wales motoraccidents and 46 per cent of fatigued drivers in
accidents have claimed 270 lives. In many caseaccidents are under 25 years. Fifty four per cent of
death could have been avoided. The Government héatigue accidents happen between midnight and 8.00
taken measures to reduce the number of deaths emm.—41 per cent on rural roads and 38 per cent in
New South Wales roads. In 1980 1,400 people diethe metropolitan area. My message to the people
on the roads. Last year was a record year with theho came to see me was simple: if you are tired, do
number of deaths reduced to 570, and that is stilhot drive. [Time expired
570 too many. Recent accidents in Richmond and
Mount Druitt have highlighted to the families | have Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for
mentioned and to the local communities that manysaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting the
road accidents are caused through fatigue, and th&remier on Hunter Development) [4.32 p.m.]: |
ask what can be done. While talking about fatigueeongratulate the honourable member for
related accidents, | applaud the trucking industrylondonderry, who is well known for his
With the long hours worked and millions of mileslongstanding commitment to road safety, on raising
travelled by truckers, it might be considered that th@ very important point: fatigue does not depend on
trucking industry is a major cause of fatigue-relatedhe hours of driving; other factors contribute, such
accidents. Statistics show the opposite. Between @& very long work days and tension and stress at
per cent and 4 per cent of fatigue-related accidentwork. During my time in the Police Service some of
are related to heavy vehicles. my fellow officers and | were among the worst
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offenders. After working for an eight-hour shift aninebriated—technically causing a breach of the law
officer might be involved in an incident that would by being an intoxicated person on licensed premises.
take up half the night. In those days we did quickBut the staff would have no way of knowing this.
shifts and sometimes | would have one hour's sleep
in 18. If one was in that state it was not safe to be Given the diversity of attitude, personality and
driving high-speed motor vehicles. The rosteringoehaviour in any group of people, how does a bar
arrangements have long since been rectified. attendant, no matter how well trained, always get it
right in detecting intoxication? It is simply not
The honourable member for Londonderry alsalways possible to do that accurately. | know of one
referred to the driver reviver scheme. It wascase at the moment of a hotel patron seeking legal
pioneered by Steve Owens in my electorate througtedress for being ejected from a hotel for being
the local Lions club many years ago. He establishethtoxicated when he had not had a single alcoholic
it and the Roads and Traffic Authority took it over drink. He has witnesses to that. He was identified by
with his permission. It was pioneered by this Statea visiting plainclothes police officer, who insisted
A little park called Lions Park in Charlestown wasthat the patron be ejected for intoxication when there
one of the first places established as a driver revivas no way that he could have been intoxicated.
point. | was happy to assist Steve Owens and the
Lions clubs in this regard. | put on record Steve's Often the judgment about intoxication is
commitment to this Australian phenomenon. Theentirely subjective, and very often wrong. That is
driver reviver system brought fatigue to the attentiomot to say that there should not be rules, but we
of the public. Fatigue can affect people in varioushave to find better ways of doing it. The penalty is
ways and they should take this into account not onlyeal and it has to be borne by the licensee and his
while driving long distances but in their daily lives. staff. There is constant risk of being called to
| commend the honourable member for Londonderraccount for supplying alcohol to an intoxicated
for bringing this matter to the notice of the person on licensed premises. This is very inexact

Chamber. Time expired science. The policy as yet is ill-developed and it is
often unfair in its administration. Part of the
LIQUOR LICENSING unfairness comes from putting all the onus on the

licensee and staff and virtually none on the
Mr CHAPPELL (Northern Tablelands) [4.34 individual drinker.

p.m.]: | have had several visits recently by hotel and
nightclub operators who are concerned about the  No clearer example of the unfairness exists
application of rules about responsible service ofhan the requirement on the licensee to manage
alcohol. They are not opposed in principle to theébehaviour out on the streets, in the vicinity but
rules; they are very supportive. Their staff undertakéeyond the licensed premises. It is always possible
regular training and some licensees employhat rowdy, misbehaving, inebriated individuals or
additional bouncers if they know that there will be agroups may be on the way to or from particular
heavy night. The application of the rules rather thaticensed premises. It is called a pub crawl and it
the existence of the rules is of concern. Recently happens in every town and many suburbs. Yet the
met the local police area commander and some difehaviour of people involved can be held to be the
the local licensees. There is a need for finetuning afesponsibility of the licensee, who can be charged
the liquor licensing legislation and its administration.with allowing intoxicated persons to be in the
Licensees and staff are in the firing line. They arevicinity. In bringing this matter to the attention of
required to control and manage matters over whicthe House | ask the Minister for Gaming and Racing
they have no practical control. to revisit this area of concern with industry

representatives and perhaps with the Minister for

For example, someone who has consumed Rolice to develop a better and fairer management

considerable amount of alcohol elsewhere may turplan.
up at particular licensed premises and after one or
two drinks exhibit signs of intoxication. There is no This area needs to be fairly and accurately
way that the licensee or staff member could knowpoliced but that is not necessarily the case at
that the person was already close to beingresent. Part of any regime should include an
intoxicated before drinking at that establishmentacknowledgement of the high standard of
Someone sitting at a table at the back of a pub couldompliance by particular licensed premises in
have drinks purchased at the bar all night byespect of responsible service of alcohol so that in
someone else, as often happens. That drinker wilhe event of a rare but virtually inevitable breach of
not have come to the notice of the bar staff or théhe rules due credit can be given to the record of the
licensee. Yet that drinker could be becomingparticular licensed premises. We seek co-operation
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in achieving responsible service of alcohol onto donate the moneys raised back to those
licensed premises, not heavy-handed policing just faaommunities. The membership includes a sprinkling
the sake of it. It behoves all members of theof wives of backbenchers and Ministers, but those
Parliament to achieve a system that is fairer than thieolding office are primarily the wives of
present one, much as we agree with the principle dfackbenchers. To date they have held a number of
responsible service of alcohollime expired functions and | shall inform the Parliament of them.
The committee raised $5,385.75 at a luncheon held
Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for in Bathurst to help provide funds for the Bathurst
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theCancer Care Cottage. Also, $3,500 was raised in
Premier on Hunter Development) [4.39 p.m.]: IDubbo for the Lourdes Hospital palliative care unit.
thank the honourable member for Northern
Tablelands and assure him that whoever he has Subsequently, the committee held a luncheon
spoken to is way out of step with everything elsein Newcastle and raised $7,960 to help fund research
that the industry is doing. The opposite is happeningito children's debilitating and life-threatening
and it is being applauded. Recently | went to theliseases at the John Hunter Research Centre, which
winter campaign with people from the Balmainis part of the John Hunter Hospital. The committee
Tigers and tomorrow | am involved in launching anhas also held a number of film mornings in
important project which represents the continuindgarliament House and raised a total of $5,600.
progress being made in the Government's harMomorrow's luncheon is to raise funds for the
minimisation approach. It provides a definite overalWestpac Life Saver Rescue Helicopter Service,
policy and strategic framework and this accord willwhich will be located in Wollongong. This is to the
be trialled in the Kings Cross area. No governmentredit of those women and they have given a great
throughout Australia has done more to try todeal of their time and effort. | know from my wife's
minimise harm from alcohol. involvement that they derive a great deal of pleasure
from involvement not only in their own communities
This Government is leading the way. Thebut in towns and cities throughout the State.
measure is being embraced wholeheartedly by the
liquor industry; not one section of the liquor Wollongong City Council has provided funds
industry has complained about it. The Government ito develop a helipad at Coniston to house the
reviewing the process but people cannot be expectértlicopter. This helicopter will provide search and
to become educated overnight. All other Statesescue services along the south coast, from the
throughout Australia are examining the New Soutmational park to the limit of the range of the
Wales model, though one cannot judge what peopleelicopter, and can be used to augment similar
will do. However, even the Australian Hotels services in Sydney and on the far south coast. The
Association and the Registered Clubs Associatiofinal cost to Wollongong City Council is
are running courses because they realise that thépproximately $250,000, which is a not insignificant
problem needs to be addressed. Some people beliemem, and will enhance the services offered in
that the section about serving intoxicated persons M/ollongong. | place on record the appreciation of
new. It is one of the oldest sections of the Act. As all those involved with the luncheon to be held
result of the Queensland case, even though hartomorrow. In particular, | commend Mrs Jacqueline
minimisation in the main will afford protection Samuels, the Governor's wife, who will be the guest
against certain types of litigation, if harm of honour and who will give the address. It is
minimisation is not pursued one is likely to end upexpected that approximately $7,000 will be raised,
in court. The industry is very aware of thatwhich is no mean achievement. It is estimated that
Queensland case and | commend it to all honourabjast under 200 people will attend this most enjoyable
members. Time expired day, which will be to the long-term benefit of the
lllawarra region.
LABOR INVOLVEMENT LINKING AND
ASSISTING COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting the
Mr SULLIVAN (Wollongong) [4.41 p.m.]: | Premier on Hunter Development) [4.46 p.m.]: |
wish to speak about a luncheon being held tomorrowongratulate the wives of lllawarra members and the
in Wollongong by the Labor Involvement Linking members on being involved in the Westpac
and Assisting Communities—LILAC—Committee. helicopter fundraising, which is greatly needed in the
That committee has been in operation for more thatllawarra area. A former police colleague of mine,
12 months and consists of Government memberBruce Tarrant, who was involved for many years in
wives who have made a commitment to raise fundthe police-citizens youth club movement, has now
in various towns and cities throughout the State ancktired and is at the forefront of trying to assist this
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important service. The LILAC Committee has raisedyrounds. An example came to my attention just
funds throughout the lllawarra and New South'ecently of a young child at a school soon to be
Wales. A large luncheon was held in Newcastle inncorporated into the electorate of Strathfield. The
which the local Hunter members' wives werefather of this five-year-old, whose name | will not
involved. mention because to do so would invade the privacy
of the family, told me that she saw some paper in
| also pay tribute to Mrs Jacqueline Samuelsthe school grounds and nobly decided to bend down,
the Governor's wife, who on that occasion gave theick it up and dispose of it. However, in so doing
address. My daughter Marika had the privilege ofhe was spiked by a needle. Her lack of knowledge
singing the national anthem at the opening of thadf the seriousness of this type of injury led her to
luncheon, which involved an all-round effort ontreat it lightly, and it was some time before the
everyone's part. Substantial funds were raised fdamily learned what had happened. The family is
worthy causes and the committee is to bestill waiting to find out the result of that incident.
congratulated on that. The LILAC Committee is not
the first committee that has involved ministerial and The father wrote to the school and made a
backbenchers' wives. Some years ago a committé&imber of suggestions. First, he asked the school to
called Focus was formed which likewise raisednitiate a program of increased and continuous
funds for communities. It was later disbanded. Theigilance in and around the school to enable the
LILAC Committee is its successor and has beegarly detection of discarded syringes, needles and
equally as successful. The substantial amounts &ther dangerous articles. Second, he asked that the
money it has raised for worthwhile causes is #chool immediately begin to educate students and
reflection on the committee members and [Staff on the recognition and danger of these articles

congratulate them on their efforts. and their safe handling and disposal. Thirdly, he
said—and | think he is right—that this regrettably
NEEDLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM means that children, young ones in particular, must

be told that they ought not pick up rubbish unless it
is something that they have dropped themselves
ecause it is quite clear that there is no guarantee
l%at if they pick up something they will not do
ﬁwemselves an injury.

Mr MacCARTHY (Strathfield) [4.48 p.m.]:
The concerns | raise emanate from rumours that
needle exchange is to be set up on the site of wh
was the former Western Suburbs Hospital a

Croydon. Those rumours prompt me to raise the While ever the Government is secretive about

more general question of needle exchange programs. . codie exchange program, the community is

and the. greaF risks that they may pose f.of th?ight to be wary of needle exchanges. And the
community. It is unfortunate that today the M'n'SterGovernment continues to be secretive about this

. dprogram. The shadow minister informed me that last

him tq be here_to res.pond to my concerns. | asked ar the Opposition attempted to have a review of

question on this subject some eight months ag0 e needle exchange program by a reference to the
fcommittee looking into the question of safe injecting

try to get statistics on the program and how i
operates. The smart alec reply that | received frorpooms_ However, the Government used its numbers
o defeat the Opposition's proposal. If the

the Minister is typical of replies that one receives i
response (o genuine attempts to obtain informatiog,ernment persists in being secretive about the
from this Government. In my question | asked the, o ation of the needle exchange program, as it was
M|n|§ter about categories of people eligible toj, refusing to answer the reasonable question that |
receive free needles, how many needles were handgd,oq some eight months ago, and if it is not

out in a particular period, how many were handed ifgthcoming with information on a program such as
and the maximum number of new needles that MaY\is, it is no wonder that the community has
be given to a person at the one time. The smart al§gcerns about such a program. The Croydon
answer | received was that the program is stilcommunity certainly is concerned about the
running under the same guidelines that have eX'St%ssibility that a needle exchange program might be
for a number of years. That may well be true, but iyt up in that residential area. | have asked a
tells me not_hing and was an inappropriate respongfestion on notice about the specific case at
to the questions that | asked. Croydon, but | now ask the Government to consider
the implications of the example that | gave of the
My fear is that a needle exchange programyoung schoolchild, and what can be done in schools
effectively becomes a needle handout arrangementit protect young children from risk of injury from
used needles are not surrendered for the cleafiscarded needles, which are time bombs ticking
needles that are issued. Therefore used needles wllvay with the potential to cause serious injury and
have been left in streets, in parks and even in schofiness to defenceless children.
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Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) Democratic Party of Indonesia. | note in passing that
[4.53 p.m.]: On behalf of the Minister for Health, | segments of the function were featured last Monday
assure the honourable member, who was with me aight on Chris Masters' program dfour Corners
the Western Suburbs Hospital site, that the MinisteThe resilience of the East Timorese people,
announced that a family medical clinic would beespecially Fretilin, is quite extraordinary. Their
established on the site. It will have a vast array ofesilience has been well documented since 1975 with
health purposes. The only conspiracy is the onthe proclamation of the Democratic Republic of East
started by the honourable member. | was with hinTimor, DRET, and the Indonesian invasion. The
when he said he heard rumours—rumours that hEast Timorese people have withstood the oppression
obviously started himself—that this clinic would of the Indonesian military, the lethargy of much of
become a needle exchange outlet. | repeat: this isthe rest of the world, and the effective hostility of
family medical health centre. It is to replace thesuccessive Australian governments. They have
Western Suburbs Hospital, which the coalitionmaintained their position of opposition to the
demolished. The clinic will supplement the greatinvasion.
work being done on the rebuilding of Canterbury
Hospital. The honourable member is doing nothing Official Australian statistics have estimated
more than attempting to create a climate of fear, anthat one-third of the East Timorese population of
the people will reject him very quickly because 0f650,000 have been annihilated since 1975. |
what he is doing. He is the only one talking abouemphasise that those are official Australian statistics,
the setting up of a needle exchange in that area. Thather than figures that Fretilin or | have invented.
Minister has denied that. It will not happen. TheTwo notable authors, Noam Chomsky and Edward
honourable member knows it will not happen. HeHermann, have noted that by as early as 1977 a
does no service for himself or the constituents whomumber of commentators were referring to events in
he will ask to re-elect him by creating a climate ofEast Timor by Indonesians as genocide. Torture and

fear. It will not work. human rights abuses are being inflicted upon the
Timorese people; they are regular and frequent
FRETILIN FOUNDATION ANNIVERSARY occurrences. It is a matter of considerable personal

melancholy to me that Australian governments have
Mr LYNCH (Liverpool) [4.55 p.m.]: | draw been accessories to these series of events. Apart

the attention of the House to a significant functionfrom diplomatic support from successive Australian
that | attended on Saturday, 23 May, in southgovernments and restraint from real criticisms, the
western Sydney. This function was a celebration t@pecial Air Service regiment of the Australian
mark the twenty-fourth anniversary of the foundationArmed Services regularly trains with the Indonesian
of the Frente Revolucionaria de Timor-LesteRed Beret unit, Kopassus, which plays what they
Independente, more commonly known as Fretilineuphemistically refer to as a pacifying role in East
The title is best translated as the Revolutionanfimor. Despite all of these pressures, Fretilin has
Front for an Independent East Timor. | was, ofheroically maintained both external and internal
course, delighted to attend the function. There argpposition to the invasion. They have continued that
many Timorese refugees living in my electorate an@pposition for some considerable time.
they play a significant role within my community. |
was also happy to attend, not just as a local  Fretilin was first established in 1974 in the
member—although | was certainly happy to attengyake of Portugal's announcement of independence
in that capacity—but also to provide some suppoffor East Timor. It was originally formed as the
for the struggle for independence by the Easphssociation of Timorese Social Democrats, ASDT.
Timorese people. As the co-ordinator for Fretilin,That occurred within a month of the coup in Lisbon
Filomena de Almeida, wrote to me: on 25 April 1974. The ASDT was formed on 20

May 1974, and its first program was published two

The 24th anniversary of Fretilin is anlhlstorlgal event in the 24days later. An organising committee comprising nine
years of the East Timorese people's continuous struggle for

liberation and the right to live in a peaceful and independenpeOple was established, InC|l_Jd|ng, notably, Nicolau
country. Lobato. The party declared it was based upon the

universal doctrines of socialism and democracy. The
A significant number of community representativegpolicy was framed on what James Dunn described in
as well as community members were present at theis book Timor: A People Betrayechs relatively
function. The community representatives includednoderate language. Fretilin's international efforts
the Timor Chinese Association and the Agedstarted within a couple of weeks, with Jose Ramos
Timorese Group. Those present also includediorta visiting Jakarta to meet foreign Minister,
significantly, Edwin Gozal, the Asia Pacific Adam Malik, and one of the most influential
representative of the Indonesian PRD, the Peoplefenerals, Ali Murtopo.
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On 12 September 1974 the title of themoves to New South Wales to become a permanent
organisation changed from ASDT to Fretilin. Theresident of the State that person is required to
membership of Fretilin rapidly increased, especialljundergo further firearms awareness testing, to pay
in the second half of 1974. It was the main partyfor the cost of that testing, and then to apply for a
calling for complete independence and opposingew licence. | understand that New South Wales
integration with Indonesia. It was the only partyresidents who move to Victoria must also undergo
effectively working outside the main towns andfurther firearms awareness testing. Following the
villages. The organisation developed plans for thenfortunate Port Arthur massacre and the meetings
creation of co-operatives, a more equal distributiomf all State and Territory police Ministers, it was
of land, and dramatically increased literacy. Theragreed that uniform laws should apply to all States
was also a greater emphasis on Timorese culture anfl Australia. The Hon. Ted Pickering, when police
Timorese nationalism. Of course, the organisatioMinister, introduced the requirement that testing
was subject to the usual slurs and things of thanhust be undertaken in New South Wales. | would
nature which accompany Cold War rhetoric. Jamebave thought that that national scheme would have
Dunn's assessment of Fretilin is worth noting. Heavoided the need for secondary testing when a
said: resident moves to New South Wales for permanent

residency.
It remained essentially a popularist, Catholic party whose
leader's attitudes were attuned more to the socialist aims and
influences of similar movements in Third World countries, but
especially in Africa, than to those of any communist State.

| am pleased that the Minister for Police is
present in the Chamber to respond to this matter. |
ask the Minister to look into this matter. Many

The well-known events subsequently unfolded. The/ictorian residents move to New South Wales either
UDT staged a coup, which collapsed within thredor employment or retirement. A uniform law for all
weeks, demonstrating comprehensively the populartates and Territories will ensure identification of
support for Fretilin. In the shadow of an IndonesiarP€ople who have already undergone testing and hold
invasion the DRET was proclaimed on 28 Novembef licence. A holder of a driver's licence who drives
1975. This followed the second major Indonesiaffom one State to another is not required to be
offensive, which began on 20 November with arlicensed in both States. On the other hand, a person
attack on Atabai. | salute the courage of the Fretilifvho moves permanently to another State is required
people and look forward to their act of self-to replace his or her licence but is not necessarily
determination and, in the meantime, the release ¢equired to undergo testing for the new licence. |

po"tica' prisonerS, especia”y Xanana Gusma‘ﬁn‘[e request the Minister to consider this matter to see
expired] what can be done to introduce new uniform laws

that will allow people who already hold a licence to

Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for become a resident of New South Wales without
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theundergoing and incurring the cost of firearms
Premier on Hunter Development) [5.00 p.m.]: lawareness testing. At present interstate travellers
thank the honourable member for Liverpool forcome across to New South Wales for shooting
drawing to the attention of the House the matter§0mpetitions or to assist in the control of vermin in
concerning the Fretilin community and its twenty-this State, which is great.
fourth anniversary. These functions are important to
the Fretilin community, especially refugees who In recent times members of the New South
have found themselves in this country. TheWales Field and Game Association and the Sporting
honourable member is to be commended for the wa§hooters Association of Australia have encountered
in which he has assisted the people of East Timogroblems in relation to registration. The Minister has
especially in the events of recent times. | am surbeen good enough to give recognition to those
that he will continue to support those people in theiorganisations by allowing four New South Wales

important endeavours. shooters to gain registration, thereby overcoming the
problems that were occurring at that time. | am
FIREARMS AWARENESS TESTING grateful to the Minister for his responses to my

requests. The gun laws have been and still are a
Mr SMALL (Murray) [5.02 p.m.]: | raise a worrying issue for many people. Many Victorians
matter on behalf of one of my constituents, Mr Carhave been good enough to come across the border
Miller, who has asked me to draw to the attention ofnto New South Wales to help control the vermin
the Minister for Police his concern about firearmsthat plague the area where | live, particularly ducks,
awareness testing. Mr Miller stated that if a residenfoxes and wild pigs. The kangaroo shooters have
of Victoria who has already undergone the requiredheir control measures and their licence process. |
testing and already possesses a firearms licenesk the Minister to look into the matter of the
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recognition of interstate licences. | would be gratefullourism received the award for the third consecutive
for anything the Minister is able to do to overcometime at last night's award presentations.
the problem | have raised.
| congratulate the Chairman of Central Coast
Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) Tourism, Peter Hale, and the Chief Executive
[5.07 p.m.]: Firstly, | thank the honourable memberOfficer on their success. More importantly, Central
for Murray for his courtesy in advising me of his Coast Tourism developed successful marketing
intention to raise this issue on behalf of one of hignitiatives that were constantly monitored and
constituents—obviously, a constituent who has aevaluated in the domestic and international markets.
interest in firearms and who wants to ensurelhat brought tangible returns to its shareholders. The
compliance with the law. This is a vexed issue, tsuccess of the marketing initiatives undertaken by
say the least. A firearms licence is deemed to be @entral Coast Tourism are reflected in the
new licence as soon as the licence holder crosses thatstanding response rate and actual bookings
border. That is the essence of the honourableonverted over the past three years. The success of
member's concern and his constituent's concern. Tigentral Coast Tourism marketing activities are
Australasian Police Ministers' Council, when itevidenced in the increase of consumer responses
considered Prime Minister Howard's gun lawsmonitored through specially introduced 1800
touched only briefly on the matter of recognition ofnumbers. Over the past two years, the increase in
interstate licences. This was because, from memorgponsumer response was 371 per cent. The combined
the South Australian Government had indicated td800 and standard numbers used in Central Coast
the Australasian Police Ministers' Council and thelTourism's information and reservation system
Prime Minister that it had a system of firearmsaveraged over 5,000 incoming calls per month.
awareness training which the Commonwealth said it
would consider and was likely to adopt for all States The success of the marketing campaign is also
and Territories. reflected in the actual bookings through the
centralised information and reservation system. For
Firearms safety training is a matter for theexample, accommodation bookings for the peak
Commonwealth. Unfortunately, the Commonwealttperiod of December have increased from 80,000 in
is still considering the matter. | give an undertakingl997 to 140,000 in 1998. Overall, the Australia
to the honourable member to find out exactly whyBureau of Statistics and Tourism New South Wales
the Commonwealth has taken so long to come ustatistics show the success of the region. In 1990-91
with an answer. | am not shifting the blame. | accepthe number of visits was 778,000. In 1996-97 the
responsibility to ensure that the legislation is able tmumber of visits had increased to 2,028,000, a
accommodate legitimate shooters. | want to ensumgrowth of 162 per cent. In 1990-91 expenditure was
that firearms safety awareness testing is conducte#i198 million and in 1996-97 it was $384 million, an
but at the same time | do not want to sedncrease of 94 per cent. These results have been
unnecessary duplicity. We must ensure that the lanachieved with funds raised through membership and
of each State are uniform. The difficulty will arise dollar-for-dollar funding from New South Wales
in relation to recognising and providing reciprocity Tourism.
for the variance between the laws of each State. |
undertake to take the matter up and provide a reply | should also like to mention some of the other
for the honourable member as soon as possible. good things happening on the Central Coast in
relation to tourism. The Entrance Town Centre,
CENTRAL COAST TOURISM which was completed last year at a cost of some $15
INCORPORATED million, received the Bluett Award in 1996-97,
municipal government's highest award, because of
Mr McBRIDE (The Entrance) [5.09 p.m.]: In its outstanding success as a local government
December 1994 Central Coast Tourism Incorporatedevelopment and also as a private sector type
was formed to replace the local tourist associationactivity. The Minister for Gaming and Racing has
who were totally dependent on council funding andvitnessed the changes that have occurred and the
were only involved in the operation of visitor subsequent development. | should also mention that
information centres. Since then, Central Coagtis year, the Mingara Club received the New South
Tourism developed into a self-funding regionalWales club of the year award, which was presented
tourist organisation, twice winning—in 1996 andby the Minister for Gaming and Racing.
1997—the New South Wales Award for Excellence
in Tourism as best regional tourism organisation. | The central coast also has the Australian
am delighted to advise the House that Central CoaSpringtime Flora Festival, the region's major tourist
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event. It was introduced in 1987 and has beefourism today in question time is not affected by
managed through Central Coast Tourisnthe antics of the One Nation Party. | say that with
Incorporated since 1995. The festival has attractesbme authority. Last year | led a trade mission from
major sponsorship from Yellow Pages Australia. Ithe Hunter to South-east Asia after Pauline Hanson
is currently held over four days in mid-September ahad received some publicity. | spent all my time,
Mount Penang, which has magnificent views ovetogether with Bob Cotton, the ambassador to
Brisbane Water. The festival attracted 87 visitorsMalaysia, putting out fires. Trying to deal with those
last year. Research undertaken by Central Coasfpes of antics is very time consuming when one is
Tourism indicates a steady increase in visitors of 3@ying to boost trade.Time expired.
per cent in the past three years. The festival has
developed into the largest of its type in New South MONA VALE ROAD
Wales.
Mr BROGDEN (Pittwater) [5.16 p.m.]: Today

It has won the New South Wales Award forthe people of Pittwater speak with one voice about
Excellence in Tourism in both the major andMona Vale Road and ask how many more people
significant regional festival categories. Each yearhave to die before something is done to fix it. At
three hectares of grassland are transformed into &pproximately 2.30 p.m. on Friday, 2 June, a truck
exciting display of landscaped garden settings;areered down Mona Vale Road, veered off the road
interspersed with exhibits and demonstrations ofit Emma Street, collected a car turning left out of
garden crafts providing a total picture of garden andfmma Street into Mona Vale Road, and took the car
outdoor living. The festival is now reaching theWith it through a six-foot brick fence and the garage
stage that it could be developed into somethin@f @ house. The truck killed two people, Silverio
greater. It has the possibility of presenting itself ag3arcia and 13-year-old Nicole Everson.
the major garden festival for New South Wales. It is

hoped that it will develop into the premier garden Mona Vale Road has been known to the
festival for the whole of Australia. people of Pittwater for many years as a death trap

and a goat track. It is in a pathetic state of repair. It
Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for is both a traffic hazard and more importantly, a

Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting thesafety hazard. | informed the Minister for Roads that
Premier on Hunter 'Development) [5.14 p.m.]: |I intended to make a statement about this matter,

commend the honourable member for The Entrancdd | @m disappointed that he is not in the Chamber.
for raising this matter. | will refer his comments to! @k him to come down from his ivory tower and
the Minister for Tourism who, for the third time, f@c€ me, the people of Pittwater and, indeed, the
presented Central Coast Tourism—under thgeople of New South Wales on this important issue.
chairmanship of Peter Hale, whom | know veryln the past seven years, 12 peo_ple _havg died on
well—with the award to which the honourable™Mona Vale Road up and down its five-kilometre

member for The Entrance has referred. Peter Hafgngth between Terrey Hills and Mona Vale.
has made a significant contribution not only to

tourism on the central coast but more recently to the | acknowledge the presence of the Minister,
Y Who has just entered the Chamber. The Minister

club industry. As the Minister Assisting the Prer.niers]pught to distort the figures; he has given another
an clectorats lose to the cenral Goast | am aware SF! O 1ures: Pitwater Counci supports the original
activities there. Anyone who travels the highwayﬂgures' : was dlsappomteq _that the Minister tr|ed_ to
would realise that the central coast has become fudge th_e f|gur_e_s. The Minister has stated publicly
playground for peaple from Sydney not only on thetﬁat he |s_a_wa|t|ng reports. | was grate_ful I_as; year

. . that the Minister accepted the longstanding invitation
weekend but also during the week. It is not only

. : o : %f the mayor of Pittwater and | to inspect the road.
Christmas holiday destination; along with theHe drove up and down the road. We had a look at
Hur_1ter, it _is proba}bly the most popular coastal a®he road. We talked to concerned local residents.
during holiday periods. The Minister indicated that he did not have enough

) ) money to fund an upgrade of the road.
| congratulate the Mingara Club on taking out

the club of the year award this year. | congratulate On the very day of the accident | received a
the president, the chief executive and everyonRtter from his Parliamentary Secretary stating that
involved. The facility is second to none and isthe road was a long-term priority and that the funds
attracting people from outside the local environsto upgrade were not available. What will the

These are very positive aspects of the central coagbovernment do about the road? The people of

| hope the good work in tourism which was pittwater are waiting to hear from the Government.
acknowledged and alluded to by the Minister forThey know what the coalition will do. I will again
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state publicly today in this Chamber and place it irper kilometre travelled. It is a method used
Hansard as | have done for the past two years an@éverywhere by the RTA to profile the accident
as the coalition did during the by-election campaigrstatistics of a road. Apparently, the accidents per
for Pittwater in May 1996, that if elected on 27 kilometre profile on Mona Vale Road was about the
March 1999 the coalition will commence thesame or slightly less than the profile for similar
upgrade of Mona Vale Road to a two-lane duaroads.
carriageway from Terrey Hills to Mona Vale. It will
also continue the work it started when last in | am disappointed that the mayor and the local
government to upgrade the exit out of Terrey Hillsmember used this extremely tragic accident to score
and commence other works along the road. political points. | assure honourable members that |
was very disturbed by this tragic accident. | take this
The Minister and the Government have coppe@PPOrtunity to convey my condolences to the

out. The Opposition cannot wait for the Minister‘s:c(""m”iesh of .the two peopl$ Eilled. y(;/e do Ir;]ot yﬁt.
promises to be fulfilled. They will never be fulfilled how the circumstances of the accident, although it

unless the coalition is fortunate enough to be re&pep%a{it& atu‘;’: dtg:; kkerag ngte?f Z?Jrc]jtiiogf Itr?svs?tssat(r?éj
elected. The Opposition and the people in m y

. Y%f the whole of Mona Vale Road. | point out to the
electorate want funding for the upgrade of I\/lona\ocal member that, in the last four years of the

Vale Road to be allocated now. This accidenty mer Government, only $3 million was spent on
occurred directly across the road from a reserve anfla r9ad. When that road safety audit is completed |
right in front of Pittwater Returned Services Leaguesyij make a decision about what should be spent in
club. If the road were upgraded this corner would bgnhe short term on Mona Vale Road.

removed. It is highly likely that Emma Street would

be closed to traffic. The road would be straightened Mr Brogden: When?

out and it is likely that this sort of accident would

never happen again. | have seen many things in my  Mr SCULLY: It will not take long to
life, but when | attended that accident on that Fridayomplete that audit. At the honourable member's
afternoon | saw something | hope | never see agaimequest the Government conducted a safety audit and
The devastation at that scene, which wad proposes to undertake work on Powder Works
phenomenal, incredible and heart-breaking, made nt®oad and in the area around the Baha'i Temple. The
sick to the stomach. | was sick to my stomach afteintersection of Emma Street and Mona Vale Road
seeing the death and destruction at the scene of whitd the rest of Mona Vale Road will have to wait

| hope was an accident, a black spot that must bantil that safety audit is completed. When it is
fixed immediately. When | left the site at about 8completed | will be advised and | will have

o'clock that night an emergency worker said to meavailable to me the circumstances of the accident. |
"See you next time"—a statement | will alwaysWill then be able to make a decision as to what

works should be done on Mona Vale Road and
when they should be done. The honourable member
Mr SCULLY (Smithfield—Minister for cannot reasonably expect me to do more than that at

Transport, and Minister for Roads) [5.21 p.m.]: Letthls stage. Time expired.

me set the record straight in relation to the traffic
accident statistics. Reference was made by a
commentator at a media interview | attended to a The following bill was returned from the
figure that Pittwater Council did not agree with. TheLegisIative Council without amendment:

mayor took it upon herself to allege that | had

asserted those figures. That is not so. | welcome this Aboriginal Housing Bill

opportunity to correct that misconception. The figure

| used, a figure provided to me by the Roads and House adjourned at 5.25 p.m. until

Traffic Authority, reflects the number of accidents Friday, 19 June 1998, at 10.00 a.m.

remember.

BILL RETURNED



