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Mr Speaker (The Hon. John Henry | record the Government's thanks to Mr Peter
Murray) took the chair at 10.00 a.m. Sams, who, as Secretary of the Labor Council,
participated fully in the consultative process and
Mr Speaker offered the Prayer. greatly aided the negotiation of these measures. |

will briefly outline the various elements of the

CONDUCT OF JUSTICE VINCE BRUCE legislation for the benefit of members, in their order

of appearance in the bill. Amendments to the First

Dr MACDONALD: | seek leave to suspend State Superannuation Act 1992 were made by the
standing and sessional orders to allow Gener&@uperannuation Legislation Further Amendment Act
Business Notice of Motion (General Notice) No. 1351997 in relation to the provision of benefits on

standing in my name to be debated forthwith. financial hardship and compassionate grounds when
the scheme member had not become entitled to

Leave not granted. pay-out. This benefit pay-out was made available in

the New South Wales public sector schemes only to

ASSENT TO BILLS those who had a preserved benefit in a scheme. In

First State Super—the FSS scheme, as it will be

Assent to the following bills reported: called—this amendment inadvertently took away an

existing right, for in that scheme continuing
members already had access to pay-out on financial
hardship and compassionate grounds.

Local Government Amendment (Meetings) Bill
Police Service Amendment (Alcohol and Drug Testing) Bill

SUPERANNUATION LEGISLATION Th f th t d tis t
AMENDMENT BILL e purpose of the current amendment is to

correct the error and restore the rights of continuing
members. To cover the intervening period since
commencement of the 1997 amendment the
Government had arranged for the making of a
transitional and savings regulation. But it will now
Mr E. T. PAGE (Coogee—Minister for Local P& necessary also to ensure that new members who

Government), on behalf of Mr Carr [10.03 a.m.]: jjoined since the amendment have rights to claim

Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading

move: beqefit pay-outs coveringl the intervening period.
Major amendments are being made by this proposed
That this bill be now read a second time. legislation to aid the implementation of part-time

work in the police force. The proposed amendments
The Superannuation Legislation Amendment Billare being made to the Police Superannuation
1998 introduces a number of miscellaneouscheme, the PSS, under the Police Regulation
amendments to the New South Wales public sectqSuperannuation) Act 1906. Introduction of part-time
superannuation statutes that have been agreed wiihovisions will create improved access by police to
the Labor Council of New South Wales for theflexible work practices by enabling part-time
purposes of removing longstanding anomalies fronremployees to contribute at proportional rates and by
some provisions and making some importanamending the leave without pay provisions already
improvements. Most of the proposed changes hava the Act. This would put police on an employment
been the subject of close examination by dooting comparable with other sectors of public
consultative committee set up under the auspices employment.
the Director-General of the Premier's Department
and Treasury to consult with the Labor Council and In the PSS, which has a strictly service-based
the superannuation trustees on appropriate changesnefit structure, the approach adopted for a benefit
in these important employee benefit provisionsapportionment is based on equivalent full-time
Their cost has been the subject of report by Treasurservice. This is similar to the approach adopted for
and confined to an acceptable, modest level, and thke State Authorities Superannuation Scheme, the
proposals have sought to address, appropriatel$ASS, which also provides coverage for police.
issues of inequity in entitlements. Issues associated with scheme equity in relation to
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the treatment of leave without pay, LWOP, haveprovisions for the SASS in line with those for the
also been addressed in the context of th&SF. In this bill there are a number of amendments
amendments for part-time work in the PSS, usingnade at the request of the Labor Council to remove
the approach proposed for part-time work. In theanomalies in the State Superannuation Fund, SSF,
SASS no distinction is made between part-time workvhich was closed to new members in 1985. | will
and part-time LWOP. It is proposed, therefore, indeal with each in turn.
PSS to concurrently amend LWOP provisions so
that part-time LWOP is treated in the same manner In the SSF the benefit from the scheme on
as part-time employment, as is currently the case iwithdrawal, dismissal or discharge consists of a
the SASS. refund of contributions to which is added interest
when service exceeds five years and a supplement
The actual amendments to introduce provisionplus interest when service exceeds 10 years. The
for part-time work in the PSS will pro-rate interest rates applying before 1 July 1990 were set
contributions by the use of a salary ratio, and willstatutory rates which were usually exceeded by the
pro-rate benefits by converting length of service tactual fund earning rate. The rates are: before 1 July
equivalent full-time service using formulae insertedl972, 3.5 per cent per annum, and from that date to
into provisions for benefits. As | have said, no30 June 1990, 4.5 per cent per annum. The rate
distinction is to be made between part-time worlkapplied from 1 July 1990, in accordance with
and part-time LWOP. The various formulae enablé€Commonwealth regulations, is set having regard to
adjustment of entitlements to correctly reflect thethe actual fund earning rate.
member's actual and potential service at the time of
exit. These new provisions represent a very At the request of the Labor Council it is
important improvement in superannuation schemproposed to improve benefits by replacing the
design for police which will enable better careerstatutory interest rates from 1 July 1972 with rates
planning and more flexible working arrangementsset having regard to fund earning rates. The
particularly for women police. Government Actuary has advised that the resulting
benefit could be larger than the retirement benefit
A simple amendment is made, at the request dbr some long-serving members. This is not intended
the Labor Council, in the State Authoritesand would encourage, in some cases, premature
Superannuation Scheme, SASS. This relates termination of employment. As a result, the
improved provisions for continuity of service in the Premier's Department has proposed that a cap be
scheme on changing employers. The SASS providegpplied to the extent of the possible benefit increase.
contributors with rights to continue schemeThe improved withdrawal benefit will not be
membership as long as they resume employmeilowed to exceed the lump sum benefit applicable
with a scheme employer before the end of the nexdn early or normal retirement in each individual
month after leaving. This will occur provided the case.
contributor does not apply for a benefit from the
scheme, and allows the contributor between four and  If the improved withdrawal benefit were not
eight weeks in which to be re-employed withcapped in this way, the retirement benefit would be
membership continuity. For example, if theincreased—in a scheme that was closed because of
employee ceased employment on 31 January, he its high costs. It should be noted that the proposed
she would be able to continue in the scheme only ifapping does not eliminate this effect but serves to
re-employed before 28 February. This comparesduce the associated financial incentives for
unfavourably with the State Superannuation Fundgremature resignations. At the request of the Labor
SSF, provisions which allow a break of up to threeCouncil it is proposed that the discount rate used in
months. the scheme's retrenchment formula to account for the
early payment of the accrued benefit be reduced.
At the request of the Labor Council it is From the Labor Council's perspective this benefit in
proposed that the contributor be allowed a break ithe SSF for those offered voluntary redundancy
service of up to three calendar months if a benefitompares unfavourably with the benefits being paid
has not been applied for. Thus, if the contributoto SASS members, sometimes with less service.
ceased employment on 10 January, he or she woultthile SASS members have generally made higher
have until 9 April to be re-employed and elect tocontributions to achieve the higher benefits being
resume contributions. Employer contributions for thepaid, this is causing SSF employees to refuse
intervening contribution periods—using the exampleedundancy offers and to exercise their right to
| quoted, from 31 January to 30 April—would beredeployment. Employers with significant numbers
made by the employer with whom the contributorof these excess employees can face industrial and
resumed employment. This would bring thefinancial difficulties as a result.
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The triennial actuarial valuations of the scheme The last amendment that | want to speak about
for 1987, 1991 and 1994 recommended a 1 per ceig made to the Superannuation Administration Act
reduction in this discount factor from 8 per cent to 71996 at the request of my colleague the Treasurer,
per cent per year. Case studies showed that ahe Hon M. R. Egan, who has responsibility for that
appropriate discount rate of 4 per cent, which wa#ct. The proposed amendment relates to the powers
subsequently agreed by the consultative committeef the FSS Trustee Corporation to appoint external
should be adopted, and it is put in place by thestunds managers for the superannuation funds under
proposed amendments. The Labor Council alsits administration, and were sought by the Trustee
recommended a change in the provisions in the SSEorporation. Under the Public Authorities (Financial
for commutation of pension for pensioners who hadirrangements) Act 1987, the trustee, which is a
exited the scheme before 1 July 1985. Commutatioscheduled body under that Act, must have the
is the technical term in superannuation for theapproval of the Treasurer for any proposed funds
conversion of a pension to a lump-sum paymenmanager appointment.
which exhausts the pension rights. Since 1 July 1985
an anomaly was created by giving new SSF The Treasury has recommended that this
pensioners the right to exchange all or some of theirequirement be dispensed with in the case of the
pension rights for a lump sum at age 60. This righESS Trustee Corporation. This recommendation was
will shortly also be available at age 55 for womenmade having in mind the arms-length relationship
who elected to retire at that age, on the proclamatiobetween the Government and the trustee, its level of
of the commencement of anti-discriminationexpertise in funds management, and the impediment
amendments following their recent passage througio the decision-making powers and performance of
Parliament. the trustee represented by the need to seek approval

for every change of funds manager. Other

However, for people whose pensionsrequirements of the Public Authorities (Financial
commenced before 1 July 1985, only part of théArrangements) Act will continue to apply to the
pension could be commuted. Single pensioners muustee.
retain a minimum of $20 pension per fortnight and
all subsequent consumer price index increases. | shall now undertake a brief examination of
Married pensioners must retain a minimum of $34he cost consequences of the proposed amendments.
pension per fortnight and all subsequent CPThe Treasury was closely consulted on the cost
increases. As well, any part of the pension relatingonsequences of the proposals and provided a cost
to abandoned units cannot be commuted. It ignalysis. In its view, the package provided either
proposed that SSF pensioners whose pensiopsocedural changes to the structure of the State
commenced before 1 July 1985 be subject to thpublic sector superannuation schemes with no
same provisions as those whose pensiorgignificant costs or changes to alter the timing of
commenced after 1 July 1985. This would flow onpayment, form of payment, or rate of growth of
to any reversionary spouse benefits so that spouseme retirement benefits. These latter changes would
benefits could be fully commuted to lump sum agesult in some significant costs to be borne from the
well. employer reserves within the schemes. Overall, this

analysis recognised that there is a net advantage to

In terms of these proposals, all pre-1 July 198%¢e gained by bringing forward the payment of
breakdown pensioners who subsequently reach agelatively few long-term benefits, thus reducing the
60—or 55, if applicable—after the commencementong-term accrual of those benefits and creating very
of the amendment would be allowed six months tdarge savings in debt-raising costs that would
commute all of their pensions. All pre-1 July 19850therwise be deferred. In relation to the specific
pensioners—breakdown and retirement—who haveroposals where significant additional costs or
already commuted all but the amount not allowedash-flows will be incurred, Treasury commented as
under the Act as it currently stands will have afollows:
limited time of six months from the commencement
date to commute the remalnlng pension. The. factor SSF withdrawal benefit, when taken with the "capping” of the
to be used for commutation will be that applicable benefit, is expected to result in an increase in the unfunded
to their age at the time the new commutation takes jiapilities of no more than $60 million in net present value
effect. This proposal is expected to generate initial terms.
cash-flow requirements of approximately $111
million in the first year but to generate substantial The proposed improvement in the retrenchment benefit in the

| t . Particul f . de t SSF by reducing the discount factor from 8 per cent to 4 per
ong-term savings. Farticular reference 1S made 10 .o \yoyid cost $45 million per 10,000 redundancies, in net

the potential _ financial ?mpaCt on individual  present value terms. These costs are based on the assumption
employers of this proposal in my later comments on that the profile of retrenched members would approach that of

the cost of these proposals. existing contributors.

The proposal to improve interest earning provisions for the
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Commutation of residual pensions in the SSF emerging beforsigniﬁcant improvement, aIIowing the scheme to
1 July 85 is estimated to result in savings of the order of $20%1dequately provide for modern employment
million in net present value terms in relation to those s - .
pensioners turning 60 after commencement of the Iegislation(.:ondltlons' ! feel, that Ser"'”g, pollce who are
An additional saving could be expected for those who have:members of their scheme W_'” welcome these
already turned 60 and elect to commute their compulsorymprovements. | commend the bill to the House.
residual pensions.

Debate adjourned on motion by Mr

However, the new provisions would also bringHartcher.

forward future cash flows. As of 31 December 1997,
there were 5,929 retirement pensioners or theiROAD IMPROVEMENT (SPECIAL FUNDING)

spouses over the age of 60 in receipt of residual AMENDMENT BILL
pensions after their commutation. Making
assumptions about the rate of commutation applied Second Reading

and the number of pensioners who would take up
the fresh offer to commute, the immediate cash-flow Debate resumed from 16 June.
impact of this proposal would be $147.6 million. In
addition, there is the staggered cash flow associated Mr SOURIS (Upper Hunter—Deputy Leader
with the 75 pre-1 July 1985 pensioners who willof the National Party) [10.21 a.m.]: | am pleased to
turn 60, or 55 for certain female contributors, aftenead for the Opposition on this bill and to indicate
commencement of the amendment. that the Opposition supports it. The object of the bill
is to continue the operation of the 3 x 3 road
The combined cash-flow effect in the first yearfunding program, which was introduced by the
could, therefore, be around $150 million, less theoalition Government in 1989. At that time country
pensions paid, which brings about an additionahreas were consulted widely about the new tax,
$111 million to be drawn from scheme reserves. Bwhich was to be hypothecated to road expenditure.
way of general comment, Treasury has said that therom my observation nearly 10 years ago it was a
total package of measures is expected to result in gopular tax, if one will permit the expression.
net saving over the life of the State Superannuation
Fund. This saving will be reflected as reduced The tax was seen as a charge on fuel that
unfunded superannuation liabilities reported at 3@ould be applied 100 per cent to road improvements
June 1999. However, attention needs also to b&nd, as such, motorists could see a direct correlation
focused on whether the cash flows that the proposalstween the taxes they paid to use the roads—
generate in the first one to three years can bdetermined by their purchases of fuel—and the
supported by the existing reserves in the affectedirect improvement of those roads. Therefore the tax
scheme without requiring additional funding bywas welcomed by many organisations—the Shires
employers beyond their existing funding plans. TheAssociation, the Local Government Association, the
conclusion reached with regard to employerfarmers Association, the Country Women's
generally is that the increased cash flows generatgissociation and several other road-user groups.
by the package of proposals could be met from
existing employer reserves. This package of The Road Improvement (Special Funding) Act
amendments consists principally of a number 0fi989 introduced the concept of 3 x 3, representing
measures requested by, and agreed to with, ti8% per litre for three years. The formula has been
Labor Council to redress significant anomalies in théndexed and increased a number of times and it
closed public sector employee superannuatiowould now be closer to 4¢ and four years. Each
schemes. increase was supported by both sides of the
Parliament, and | assume that reinforces that the tax
The Government is further investigating otherwas well accepted. The 1997 annual report of the
measures that it had agreed to within the constrainRoads and Traffic Authority, at page 103, states that
of modest cost. In this regard the Government haa committee was established to act as trustees for
welcomed the valuable opportunity of closethe fund. Having had discussions with the Minister,
consultation with the Labor Council and its| understand that the Government does not intend to
representatives. The present measures will balter the composition of the committee or the way in
beneficial to many scheme members and formewhich it operates.
members, by reducing and relieving inequities that
no doubt have acted as a constant irritant to them | commend the members of that committee,
over many years. The amendments to provide fawho are: Mr Don Mackay, senior partner of
part-time employment in the police superannuatiodeacons, Graham and James, the past president of
scheme represent, as | have remarked already,tllee NRMA and chairman of the New South Wales
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Police Board; Councillor Allan Fifield, OAM, allocation for Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong,
member of Culcairn Shire Council, grantsso it will not impact on the 60 per cent. The Deputy
commissioner and a past president of the New Soutbeader of the National Party rightly pointed out that
Wales Shires Association; Mrs Audrey Hardmanthe bill endeavours to continue what was in place
OAM, past president of the New South Walesprior to the High Court decision. In a sense the bill
Country Women's Association, deputy chair of themaintains the status quo up to 5 August. The money
New South Wales Women's Consultative Committeeuns out on 30 June and that is why it is timely to
and co-chair of the Rural Women's Network; and Mmpass the bill, and | thank the Opposition for its
Robert Lyn, a partner of Coopers and Lybrand andupport.

chairman of the Australian Audits Standards Board.

The Opposition would welcome the Minister for Motion agreed to.

Transport, and Minister for Roads retaining the

committee as it is presently comprised. On that basis  Bill read a second time and passed through
the Opposition is pleased to support the hill. remaining stages.

During the past couple of years the Opposition APPROPRIATION BILL
has been concerned that the ratio of 60:40 between
the rural and metropolitan areas, which is the same APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL
ratio imposed by the coalition, be continued. | am
pleased to have had discussions with the Minister APPROPRIATION (SPECIAL OFFICES) BILL
Our one argument since the current Government
came into office has been about the allocation of APPROPRIATION (1997-98 BUDGET
part of the 3 x 3 levy to public transport projects, VARIATIONS) BILL
predominantly in the city. The Minister and | agreed
to disagree on that matter, but the Opposition ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AMENDMENT
supports the fundamental aspects ok tB x 3 (TRANSMISSION OPERATOR'S LEVY) BILL
program. The Opposition supports the bill because it
reinstates the operation of the 3 x 3 program PREMIUM PROPERTY TAX BILL
following it being consumed by the High Court case
which made it impossible for New South Wales toPUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT AMENDMENT
collect the levy—which was then collected by the BILL
Federal Government and reimbursed in its entirety to
the States. The bill will allocate 44.5 per cent of the STATE REVENUE LEGISLATION FURTHER

3 x 3 road funding in accordance with the AMENDMENT BILL
arrangements that applied under the 3 x 3 program
prior to the High Court case. | am pleased to Second Reading

support the bill.
Debate resumed from 23 June
Mr  SCULLY  (Smithfield—Minister  for

Transport, and Minister for Roads) [10.27 a.m.], in Ms FICARRA (Georges River) [10.30 a.m.]:
reply: | thank the Deputy Leader of the Nationallt gives me great pleasure to address this House on
Party and the Opposition for their support of thethe Carr Government's fourth and final budget, a
legislation. In the 1998-99 budget $160 million frombudget that will end up like the rest: heavily in the
the 3 x 3 funding program, out of a total of $266.6red. Once again New South Wales taxpayers are
million, will be spent in rural New South Wales, faced with tax increases, worth $800 million, and
that is, slightly more than 60 per cent of the totalmassive cuts to capital works, of $500 million,
3 x 3 budget. That equates to 3.51¢ per litre offfecting basic areas such as hospitals, schools and
petrol, a little bit above 3¢ per litre with indexation. trains. The Premier and the Treasurer would like us
The Government does not intend to change thto believe that they are putting families first. Well, if
composition or role of the 3 x 3 committee. Thethe situation were not so serious we would all have
committee has provided good service, and it willa laugh. However, the people of New South Wales
continue. have had enough of this treacherous Government.

The Carr Government has no concept of financial

The Government and the Opposition will havemanagement and basic services delivery.

to agree to disagree on urban public transport
expenditure, but the good news for the bush is that  The Carr Government has no credibility, and
any urban public transport moneys expended out afertainly little or no public support. New South
the program will come from the 40 per cent cityWales is the highest-taxed State in Australia, yet it
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is still recording a large deficit. Expenditure underthe New South Wales public are highly intelligent
the Carr Government is out of control, increasing byand will decide the fate of this Government on 27
more than 20 per cent since March 1995, and yé\t’larCh 1999. The pUbllC know that hOSpitaI Waltlng
the Government cannot deliver basic services. Thsts and waiting times are longer than ever; crime is
Carr Government is a classic big-spending, bigthrough the roof; too many police are now literally
taxing Labor Government, just like the LaborPen-pushers; police stations are unmanned; no new
governments of Victoria, South Australia, and(r@ins are coming into the system; vulnerable
Western Australia back in the ugly 1980s. Thefitizens are being threatened and attacked on our
Treasurer has consistently got it wrong with each oPublic transport system; school refurbishments are

his four budgets. The first budget was $373 millionnot being funded; the M4 and MS tolls have not
out, in the red, promising a $238 million deficit andPeen abolished, as promised by the Government, for

delivering instead a $611 million deficit. In his e people of the greater west; and the Department

second budget he promised a $5 million surplus, bff ~Community — Services  continues to  be
delivered a $452 million deficit—that is, $457 underresourced, putting children at risk.

million out. . . T
Carr and Egan inherited from the coalition in

1995 the best-performing economy in Australia. The
Carr Labor Government promised the people of New
$443 million out. Remember, that was the budge outh Wales thrge things: a balanced bud.get, lower

axes and restraint on government spending. Three

that taxed people for living in their own homes, . ;

. ears later the Carr Government has failed dismally

introduced a bed tax and slugged New South Wales . . i
. . . : 0 deliver on those promises. Rather than putting

clubs, which have since risen against the Car,

. . . families first, this Government has taxed families
Government. In this year's budget we are promised fitst. This budget adds $363 per annum to the family

$45. million ;urplus. But, guess what? It will, in bill, so that now families are more than $1,400 a
reality, .be like all the th.er Carr and ,Eganyear worse off under Labor than they were under the
producUons—hundrec_js_ of millions Of. dollars in the revious coalition Government. Taxes under the Carr
red, at I_egst $_862 m|_II|on to be precise. No qude overnment have increased by 33 per cent. The
Ross Glttlng, in relation to the allleged $45 m'"'onbudget will take an extra $103 million in gambling
surplus, said in theSydney Morning Heraldof 5 5005 an extra $106 million in land taxes, another
June: $229 million in payroll tax and an extra $24 million
0in drivers' licence fees. All this from a Government
Ythat promised "no new taxes, and no tax increases".

Last year he promised a $27 million surplus,
and instead delivered a $416 million deficit—that is,

Take a good look at it, because today may be the last day
see it.

Carr and Egan have increased the
Government's reliance on gambling taxes, with
revenue from all forms of gambling having

unrealistic, asset sales, and everyone will suffer frofficréased by 30 per cent—an increase of $178
the over-inflated revenue projections and slasheffilion. The doubling of machines in each hotel is
capital works. Let us look at the Australian LaborsSocially irresponsible. State gambling revenue is now

Party practices of ripping money from governmen§1'25 billion. At _vyhat social cost is thgt to N_e_w
enterprises, liquidating assets, selling off powe§°“th Wales families? So much for putting families

stations and then leasing them back at taxpayer®St! What a farcel What a social tragedy! It is
expense—straight out of the Joan Kirner textbook of/1t€resting that in the budget the Treasurer is relying
how to bankrupt a State's economy. In comparisoﬂn a substantial increase in land tax: 12.6 per cent.

with last year's budget, spending in key portfolios islhat is contrary to estimates by New South Wales

down. For instance, health spending is down 4 pef'®@sury given to the land tax inquiry. Treasury

cent; law and order spending is down 16.3 per cenPredicted a downturn in the residential property
social and community services capital expenditure ig'a7ket, hence the comment of Ross Gittins in the
down 25.6 per cent; and infrastructure is being rurpYdney Moming Heratd

down in our schools, hospitals, public transport and
S0 on.

Why will the Carr Government produce a $862
million deficit? Because the Government, if it is
lucky, will achieve only half of its planned,

His problem is tax collection simply can't keep growing at that
rate—the property boom has passed its peak and the share
market boom can't last.

Meanwhile, Carr and Egan will blame
everybody but themselves—the Federal Governmenthat comment and many other editorial comments
the Asian economy, the High Court, the failedhighlight the Carr Government's continual
electricity sell-off, the liquor industry, public sector production of rubbery figures. In theSydney
pay increases, and any other convenient lifeline. Buflorning Heraldof 5 June Max Walsh said:
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Michael Egan can't help himself. He's a smart alec. contribution? It was a paltry $50,000. The Minister
should hang his head in shame. In St George we

John Laws said: support our families, as we have with the Lions
hydrotherapy pool, the St George hope-for-the-

Will they ever believe Michael Egan? | doubt it. children Rotary project and the Georges River

Keepers project. The people of St George lead the
The people of New South Wales know that if Laborway in getting the job done with genuine team spirit.
is re-elected land tax will only increase, both onThe councils of Hurstville, Kogarah and Rockdale
residential and investment properties. Treasurgull together with local State and Federal members,
already has crunched the numbers based on ragardless of politics, and rally the community

$500,000 threshold—half the current level—anchehind many worthwhile projects for the sake of
estimated an additional $140 million revenue fromfuture St George generations.

taxing an additional 20,000 families across New
South Wales. So much for putting families first! The | refer to the police portfolio. The budget
coalition will immediately scrap land tax on family papers show that police numbers are shrinking. So
homes when it wins government next year. Thevho is telling porkies when the Government
coalition will not tolerate pseudo death duties in thiscongratulates itself on record high police numbers?
State. | refer to the delivery of basic services, suclbne only has to speak to members of the Police
as health. The budget figures indicate that 26,00@ssociation to hear about low morale and massive
fewer people will be treated this year. How coulddisillusionment in the management of the portfolio
this be? Who will miss out? Waiting lists have morepy the Minister for Police. Experienced police
than 50,000 patients on them, waiting times havefficers are resigning in record numbers: 30 per cent
doubled, wards are being closed and nurses hayg the Carr Government's first year and rising. The
been sacked from Westmead Children's Hospitalinsuccessful restructuring has seen Riverwood and
The New South Wales health system is facing &ingsgrove police stations reduced to a pitiful
management crisis, initiated by the irresponsiblghopfront, with patrol officers from those stations
promise of the Minister for Health to halve waiting crowded into the Hurstville police building.
lists, and supported by his poor management andonditions there were so unworkable that, as you
leadership skills. know Mr Speaker, | had to move out to give the
police patrol commanders some decent office space.
Capital works spending of the Department of
Health is down by $13 million. Hospital projects Meanwhile, police officers have resorted to
that have been announced—such as Sutherlanskeking public donations to purchase bicycles to get
Maitland, lllawarra, Nepean, Coffs Harbour andtheir bicycle patrols going. My message to the
Royal North Shore—are all former coalition Minister is: we need more bicycle and beat police in
commitments stalled by the Carr Government over ghe Hurstville central business district and in
period of three to four years. Lithgow and the innerRiverwood. For some time shopkeepers and
west hospitals have been delayed by two yeargesidents have reported an unacceptable increase in
Sutherland Hospital received a demeaning $600,00ftime, which is too often drug related, and an
for a $79 million project. If it were up to the Carr unacceptable increase in response times. In the
Government, Sutherland shire residents would havsuburbs of Oatley, Lugarno, Mortdale and Penshurst
to wait 131 years to have that project completedthe elderly feel vulnerable to an increase in bag
The staff of the hospital and residents of Sutherlangnatchings, muggings and theft for drug money.
shire over the years have had to conduct sausage
sizzles and garage sales to refurbish the emergency The number of after-hours police cars needs to
department and bathrooms. Well done, Minister, ibe lifted to bring police strength in the area to the
putting families first! | can assure the House that inrsame strength as the Bankstown patrol. Hurstville
St George and Sutherland shire we will be puttingity is developing at a rapid rate and it needs its fair
Labor last. The only thing that will prevent this is if share of police numbers, vehicles and bicycles. That
a One Nation candidate stands. is how the Minister could start to put families first.
Safety and security are uppermost in the minds of
The people of St George remember the badesidents, they do not blame police for not being
old Labor days. The coalition Governmentmore visible because they understand the ridiculous
committed $250 million to upgrade the St Georgeadministrative burdens placed upon them. New
Hospital to one of the finest teaching hospitals irSouth Wales electors blame the Carr Government
Australia. Last weekend the cancer care lodge wdasr not giving back more of the gambling, land and
opened. That community project is worth $1.5sales taxes to local communities to help them feel
million, and what was the Carr Government'ssafer.
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| refer to the education portfolio. Any budget Department of Community Services, it received only
increase will be swallowed up by the teachers salargn extra $7 million. Where is the emphasis on child
increases that they dearly deserve. No additiongrotection? Where are families being put first?
funding has been allocated for education programs.
The 1,405 so-called extra teachers are not provided The transport portfolio has been cut by $122
for until the 1999 budget. And, what is worse,million, with 11,000 rail jobs to go. What does that
money is borrowed from next year's budget to fundnean for rail services? Last week the coalition
this year's education allocation. This is indeed a trubighlighted once again the rising incidence of crime
Labor budget: wages on Bankcard! The pathetic $56n the public transport system. When will the
million back-to-school allowance could have paidMinister for Transport return armed transit police to
for much-needed capital works, airconditioning,our trains with power to arrest and detain not just
computers, literacy and special needs programs. THer a few hours at night, but throughout the early
education system has had $122.8 million ripped owtvening until peak hour morning shifts? The elderly
of its budget with the Carr Government pretendingand women—indeed, all New South Wales
that that will not affect schools. This year's capitaltravellers—feel vulnerable to violence on after-hours
works program is the lowest ever under Labor—it igrain services. If the Premier wants to put families
a low $129 million, $71 million less than under thefirst, he should bring back the State transit police
last coalition Government. and improve safety and security on after-hours trains

and buses.

Penshurst Public School has been planning and
waiting for several years for a much-needed $1.7 | am disappointed that neither the Minister for
million refurbishment of its 1920s building. Studentthe Environment nor the Minister for Land and
enrolments have grown steadily in the HurstvilleWater Conservation has acknowledged the greater
area as it has grown as a regional centre and the salemmunity spirit of the councils and communities
of surplus land has enabled the school to draw upordering the Georges River, the most highly
plans for a new hall, administrative block andurbanised river in Australia. Those councils have
library, and redesigned larger classrooms. Howeveestablished the Georges River Keepers program. A
the school needs $350,000 to complete the projecb-ordinator has been appointed and the role will be
and is inconvenienced by the delay which hagducative and investigative. The program will
necessitated nine demountables on site, taking upovide inter-agency co-ordination and, if necessary,
playground space. This is an intolerable learningssist and/or initiate prosecutions against polluters. |
environment and | call upon the Minister forurge both Ministers to closely monitor the progress
Education and Training to quickly intervene andof the Georges River Keepers program and the
allocate the additional funding needed for the planstrong community and volunteer backing it is
drawn up by his Government's Public Worksreceiving with a view to help funding such a
Department. The staff, students, school councilprogram not only for the Georges River but for all
parents and citizens association, and parents hadew South Wales rivers. That would be a practical
been patient long enough. What has happened teay of putting families first.
families first?

| refer to the M5 East extension. | suspect that

| refer now to community services. The budgetthe full cost of the project is not disclosed in the
has cut funding to refuges, child protection, familybudget because the Carr Government has overseen a
and individual support. It is ironic that the Premier$250 million blow-out in the cost of its construction.
makes much to do about the families first programThe project has seen unacceptable delays and poor
which actually does not produce any practicaknvironmental designs incorporating a massive
assistance in this financial year, and yet completelpollution stack which emits toxic fumes over the
ignores the work done by the Family Supportresidents of Turrella and surrounding Rockdale City
Services Association of New South Wales and th€ouncil suburbs. It is definitely not a proposal that
Rotary hope-for-the-children project, which alreadyputs families first in the Rockdale electorate, and |
operates successfully in the Sutherland shire with theuspect we will hear more about this in the lead-up
backing of its patron, former Children's Magistrateto the March election.
Barbara Holborow, and its ambassador, Rachel
Ward. The program is operational in St George and | urge the Minister for Transport, and Minister
will shortly operate in many rural and regionalfor Roads to hasten the widening of King Georges
areas, the eastern suburbs and the city of SydnelRoad through the Hurstvile and Kogarah
Why has the Premier not given support to thesenunicipalities. That project has dragged on for
established, credible and community-backedeveral years and has been poorly managed by the
organisations? For all the public discontent about thRoads and Traffic Authority. Moreover, major
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intersection upgrades at King Georges Road amgtatement. | guess they are laughing at the thought
Stoney Creek Road, Beverly Hills, need to behat that is a positive statement.

completed for the sake of safer traffic flow.

Attention needs to be given to the intersection of | refer to my electorate of Newcastle. The city
King Georges Road and Hillcrest Avenue, Souttof Newcastle is going through a period of change.
Hurstville, to alleviate the increasing traffic There has been a focus on and massive government
congestion associated with the growth of Hurstvillespending on that city during the past four years
as a regional centre. Traffic and parking problemshrough the building better cities program. Much of
have developed in the residential streets of Soutthat spending goes through the Honeysuckle

Hurstville. | have made representations to thdevelopment Corporation, which has the brief to
Minister for Transport, and Minister for Roads,develop some 45 hectares of surplus government
which | hope he took seriously. land. The land along the Throsby Creek section of

Newcastle Harbour to the city foreshore was once

In conclusion, the only good thing about therail yards and port infrastructure. That section of the
Carr Government's fourth budget is that it is its lastity is extremely important to the revitalisation of
budget. It is the last budget that will really sock it toNewcastle.
New South Wales taxpayers; it is the last budget
that will dress up public sector pay rises as spending  As population changes have occurred, the
and service increases; it is the last budget that wikentral business district of Newcastle and the
savagely cut capital works spending. In the words o$urrounding suburbs have suffered a loss of
Max Walsh, "It is impossible to come up with apopulation to the outlying areas of the city, as
single measure of economic competence of theccurs with most cities. This situation created a
Government." Carr and Egan have no credibilityoroblem for retailers in inner-city Newcastle. The
when it comes to budget forecasts or financiabuilding better cities program recognised the need to
management. On 27 March 1999 New South Walemject capital spending into that area and to utilise
voters will have a clear choice between thehat capital spending for both the commercial
responsible financial management of capital worksjevelopment of the city and the revitalisation of the
and the low taxing and strong service delivery of thecity's population. The Honeysuckle Development
coalition, and the Carr Government's record ofCorporation planned to revitalise that land during the
proven mismanagement, high taxing, poor servicaext 20 to 25 years. However, the building better
and low capital works delivery. The choice is clearcities program injected almost $100 million during a
New South Wales families will put the coalition short period of time, which had the potential to kick-
first. start Newcastle.

Mr GAUDRY (Newcastle) [10.50 a.m.]: | am | refer to the budget allocations for Newcastle.
proud to be the member for Newcastle. The CarA sum of $4 million will be spent to develop the
Government has brought down another budggtort of Newcastle. In particular, the funds will be
directed towards ensuring that the people of Newsed to improve access to the port, particularly to
South Wales live in a secure and caring society. Théhe eastern basin and The Dyke end section, and to
budget provides a great opportunity for economiémprove the amenity of people living in that area,
growth. It also deals with the environment. The Carparticularly those in Carrington. That budget
Government has addressed these issues during #@focation is important because the port of Newcastle
term of office. Members of the public, governmentis Australia's leading bulk export port and the
organisations and non-government organisationgorld's foremost coal export port. | am sure
have been crying out for funding for essentialhonourable members are aware that the port exports
services during the past seven to 10 years. Thapproximately 60 million tonnes a year and has
Government has allocated funding for publicplans to export 100 million tonnes a year. As
transport and safety on public transport, and halsonourable members can see, Newcastle is a major
increased funding for health, education andgort.
community services to a record level The
Government is seeking to ensure that children and  Infrastructure must be developed to improve
adults who are at risk are provided with a safe aneémployment in the area and to improve the mix of
secure environment. The budget takes into accountaterials moving through the port. Toll Transport
the economic needs of the State and the fact th&ty Ltd, the winning tenderers, and Newcastle
people need a caring and thoughtful governmentrucking companies recently announced substantial
Bob Carr and Michael Egan have provided that innvestment in the port. An integrated transport
this budget. Members opposite are laughing at thaerminal will be built on the eastern basin, which
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will link the flow of goods out of the port, whether an innovative housing design suitable for city living.
by road or rail. The budget allocates funds for thafrhat important research will guide the private sector
project. An amount of $852,000 has been allocateoh the types of environmentally sound housing that
to the development of the road entrance to that portan be built in the inner city to cater for the present
which is a $2 million project. An additional $1.8 population and the types of dwellings that are
million has been dedicated to extend the heavyrequired to meet the demands in that inner-city
vehicle road out of the port of Newcastle via Boothenvironment.

Street and Parker Street, linking onto Elizabeth

Street and the industrial highway. Mr Fraser: What are the types of dwelling?

That road will provide an effective entry to the Mr GAUDRY: They include medium-density
port, by-passing residential areas and linking to thbousing, cluster housing and high-level or
F3. | emphasise the importance of that project. Asnultistorey housing. There is a demand for these
the successful tenderers for the integrated materiatgpes of housing in Newcastle. There has been a
movement said, they see the road extension as a limapid burst of development in Newcastle running
between Newcastle and western Sydney ifrom Perkins Street to the eastern section of the city;
particular. The port will have the opportunity toa substantial number of developments have been
compete with and to complement Port Botany andpproved and are under way. | mention the Menkins
Darling Harbour. It will be able to move goods toapartments, a multistorey commercial-residential
the port of Sydney, the Upper Hunter, the Newdevelopment on the site of the former George Hotel
England and along the golden highway to Dubbmn the corner of Watt and Scott streets; complete
and the west. Newcastle will have an increasedefurbishment for residential purposes of Irene Hall,
capacity to move goods. which was the former nurses home; and Kingston

Towers, which is a high-quality apartment building

Some $530,000 will go towards extending thethat has been built in recent years on the esplanade
wharf in the eastern basin, some $330,000 will gat Newcastle East.
towards lighting and some $750,000 will go towards
providing a rail spur—a very important There is a tremendous demand in the private
infrastructure development—down The Dyke endsector for the development of high-quality housing
The honourable member for Coffs Harbour isin that part of the city, which will include a mix of
looking at me with envy. He realises that that willmedium-density, cluster and multistorey housing
facilitate the movement of containers, in particularwith innovative housing being designed through the
out of the port of Newcastle by rail and will link Honeysuckle project and affordable housing,
Newcastle to the national rail systems. | congratulatpackages that will ensure that people on low
the Government on funding that project. | alsoincomes maintain the ability to live in inner-city
congratulate the Newcastle Ports AuthorityNewcastle. The Honeysuckle Development
particularly its chief executive officer, Glen Oakley, Corporation has been allocated some $67 million
and the board on their foresight. They are ensuringnder the building better cities program for capital
that the port of Newcastle develops in a competitivavorks within the boundaries on site, including $8
way and they are seeking further investment tanillion for restoration of the Honeysuckle
increase the port's general cargo-handling capacitworkshops, Wickham Public School and the Lee
That is one funding allocation in the budget. Wharf buildings; some $12 million for an affordable

rental program and demonstration housing within the

Although the people of Newcastle expect highsite; $11 million for open space development; $11
outcomes from the Honeysuckle development, whicmillion for roads within the site, which is important
is an exciting development, they are concerned abotd underpin future development; $12 million for
the slow rate of private sector investment into thainderground drainage and power services; and $11
area. In some ways that concern has resulted fromnaillion for planning studies and administration.
heightened expectation that expenditure on
infrastructure would make private sector investment | take this opportunity to welcome the visitors
fall out of the air, but that has not happened to daten the gallery who have been observing this
The investment in infrastructure for future housingparliamentary debate. | hope that they find the rest
developments across the city is supply driven. Alsoof their visit to the Parliament interesting. Off site,
a large investment has been made in housing for tt#19 million has been allocated to a combined
city. Newcastle City Council, the Department ofcommittee of all government sector agencies in the
Urban Affairs and Planning and the Honeysucklearea. That includes $13 million for housing and $5
Development Corporation have undertaken a greaillion for a transport interchange, and a further $13
deal of research into affordable housing, includingmillion has been allocated to other State agencies for
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capital works. One issue that is foremost in thedlistrict with the foreshore, and in particular to the
minds of the people of Newcastle is public transportfuture thriving section of Civic, which is currently a
Earlier | referred to a transport interchange. Onevorkshop site. Those important projects have come
important aspect of inner-city development is theo fruition through this budget and former budgets
construction of a transport interchange so that peoplender the building better cities program. These
can transfer from trains travelling all the way intoprojects will benefit the city greatly, and that is
the city to regional and interstate buses, and vicalways in the mind of the Carr Labor Government. |
versa. An interchange is an important part of theommend the bills to the House.
public transport network.
Mr ELLIS (South Coast) [11.10 a.m.]: Many

One issue in Newcastle over the past severapeakers have addressed the broad aspects of this
years has been the provision of a standing area fdmudget, but the logical and commonsense coalition
buses. The lack of a standing area has been rajects the budget's broad concept. The South Coast
problem since 1992, when the former Liberal-electorate has its base in Nowra because events that
National Government sold off the bus layover site imaffect Nowra impact on the electorate. My
Newcastle. That is a major problem for the numbecontribution to the budget debate will relate mainly
of people who travel to and from the city by bus. Asto the Shoalhaven area. The amount of $14 million
Newcastle is a peninsula, a layover area in the inndras been allocated in the budget to the South Coast
city is necessary to service the needs of the peopkdectorate for the acquisition of land for the
of Newcastle. There are some 1,000 bus movemengxpansion of Jervis Bay National Park. My problem
in and out of Newcastle daily. When a suitableis not with the expansion of the national park but
location for the bus layover area could not be foundvith the fact that $14 million will be paid to one
in the inner city it was decided to locate theperson for the compulsory acquisition of land to add
standing area at Newcastle station. That decisioiw the existing 1,000-hectare Jervis Bay National

created a great deal of controversy. Park.
The budget includes an allocation for a Mr Jeffery: How many?
crossing on Stewart Avenue and the extension of
Stewart Avenue to link with Hannell Street. Indeed, Mr ELLIS: The entire $14 million will go

moneys for that project have been set aside for sonieto one person's pocket because one person owns
years. Almost two years ago Newcastle City Councithe bulk of the land required to take maximum
agreed to that project in principle but subject toadvantage of the 6,000 hectares for the Jervis Bay
studies to determine whether it would have da\ational Park. The land to be acquired is zoned 1B,
detrimental effect on the area. Several studies haghich means that it cannot be used for any purpose
been conducted by the council over a number ofther than for a national park. Therefore it will be
years, including the Wickham Urban Village study,available for many years. Although the $14 million
the Newcastle west end study, the Wickhams much appreciated, it could be better spent on
Maryville study and the Honeysuckle developmentther pressing needs of the Shoalhaven area. For the
study. The project would provide importantbenefit of those honourable members who are not
infrastructure to facilitate the flow of traffic, which sure where the Shoalhaven is because it is outside
currently causes a snarl on the corner of Huntethe Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong net, it is
Street and Hannell Street. The allocation of fundingust south of the Kiama electorate. The people of the
is important to complete the link, to remove theShoalhaven require the same services as those who
dogleg on the road and to complete a series akside in Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong.
developments in the west end of Newcastle. Those
developments will have a positive effect on urban One pressing project for my electorate has
development in that area that focuses on Wickharheen the construction of the Mollymook primary
station and on revitalisation of that important part ofschool. Four years ago, before this Government was
the city. elected to office, that project was at the top of the
list. Another high priority project was the
Another project addressed in the budget igonstruction of a school for the Callala Bay and
completion of a set of crossings on the rail line toCallala Beach area. This year, because the
facilitate development of the Honeysuckle area. IEommunity got stuck into the Government and the
the residential development proceeds as expectedjnister for Education and Training, funds have
those crossings will provide important access acrodseen allocated for the construction of Callala Bay
the railway line to businesses, especially those ischool. Land has been acquired to build a school at
Union Street and Hannell Street, and give them Mollymook to relieve pressure on Milton school,
great boost. It will also link the new central businessvhich has a population of more than 600 students.
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Milton school comprises mainly demountableWollongong. Residents outside those cities want to
classrooms and is in desperate need of help. It jgrotect the environment as much as anybody else.
difficult to understand that of two school projects onTheir environments suffer when an influx of city
the priority list the budget allocated funds to onlydwellers want to appreciate the environment of the
one. However, $14 million has been made availablbush. Residents of rural areas require the same
to acquire land that cannot be used for any otheservices as people in other parts of the State. The
purpose than to add it to a national park. Government has turned its back on rural people and
the people of Mollymook and Ulladulla by providing
The community expected funds to be provideds14 million for the acquisition of land for a national
for the commencement of stage two of thepark. No money has been put aside for the
Shoalhaven District Memorial Hospital. No fundsconstruction of the Mollymook school, the planning
have been allocated, but $14 million was madef stage two of the Shoalhaven District Memorial
available to compulsorily acquire land that cannot bélospital, the ambulance station at Sussex Inlet and
used for any purpose other than to add it to th&Vvandandian, or much-needed sporting projects.
national park. | regret that | may sound repetitious,
but I must emphasise that the land to be acquired for ~ Approximately 12,000 students are enrolled in
the national park cannot be used for any otheschools in the Shoalhaven. The high school and the
purpose. The Shoalhaven has many urgent neegsimary school at Vincentia desperately need funds
Sussex Inlet and the Wandandian area desperatdlyr the construction of sporting facilities. Land
need an ambulance station. The Government seeropposite those schools was set aside for the
either to have forgotten that pressing need or wildevelopment of sporting facilities, but no funds have
not even consider it. A small portion of the $14been provided in this budget. Substantial funding has
million allocated for the acquisition of national parkbeen allocated for roadworks on the north coast, but
land could have been used to build the ambulanceo funding has been allocated for roadworks on the
station. south coast. | repeat, $14 million will be paid to one
person to compulsorily acquire land that is zoned 1B
Roads south of Nowra need to be improved. Aand cannot be used for anything but a national park
six-kilometre stretch of road south of Nowra was toor recreation area. It will be money misspent.
have been upgraded to multiple lanes, but no funds
have been made available to commence that project. Ms HALL (Swansea) [11.20 a.m.]: The Carr
In the past four years that stretch of road has bedmbor Government family first budget has delivered
the scene of many major accidents. Other urgerb the people of New South Wales and to the people
projects include sporting faciliies for the of Swansea electorate. It reflects the Government's
Shoalhaven. Many Government members referred t@cognition of the fact that families are having a real
funds being allocated to their electorates for sportingroblem balancing their own budgets as a result of
projects. Astonishingly, $12 million has beenattacks on their security, employment and standards
provided to relocate a football team to the centrabf living by the Howard Federal Government—a
coast. That money could have been used to providgovernment that sanctioned the mass sackings of
sporting facilities that would keep tens of thousandsvorkers by Patrick stevedores merely because they
of children throughout the State occupied and off thavere members of a union. The Carr Government
streets. appreciates that budgets are designed to deliver
services to the people. | do not believe that
The Government is throwing money aroundgovernment can deliver services by implementing
the State willy-nilly. It is not directing it to needy policies that lead to job losses and privatisation. It is
projects such as the reduction of law and ordeimportant to contrast what has happened in New
problems by the provision of sporting projects andSouth Wales with what has happened at the Federal
more beat police to enforce law and order. Many ofevel. In New South Wales there has been a steady
the budget allocations related to areas that are not gwogram of debt recovery.
needy. | bring to the attention of the House, and
particularly Government members, the input of rural New South Wales has a AAA credit rating,
New South Wales to the economy. Exports fromwhich speaks volumes about the way the Carr
rural Australia feed more than 80 million people,Government has managed the economy. A good
provide wool annually for up to 500 million people budget is not merely a statement about the State's
and provide cotton for more than 100 million peoplefinancial situation; a good budget recognises where
worldwide. Rural regions, particularly in New Southwe as a community want to go, and plans for the
Wales, provide an input to the bulk of the economy.future. It reflects the values and needs of the
community; it reflects what the people of New
The Government must recognise that people d8outh Wales want and hope to achieve. A budget is
live outsidle NSW-—Newcastle, Sydney anda good budget only if it delivers all those things. A
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budget should be about fairness, about families angblice station. The Carr Government has a
about spending in areas of need—areas associatédsignated police officer on duty in the police
with the care of children and the provision of healthstation between the hours of 9.00 a.m. and 5.00
services for the people of New South Walesp.m., Monday to Friday.
including the disabled and the elderly. A budget
should be a commitment to the ordinary people of In addition, police are now rostered to patrol
this State, and that is what | consider the 1998-9¢he Swansea area. The former Government not only
budget to be. | will go into that in a little more closed Swansea police station, it also failed to roster
detail later. police to patrol the area. The Carr Government has
put a police presence back into Swansea. During the
On the other hand, the Federal Governmenpast three years the Carr Government has allocated
has delivered a budget that is hurting the people dtinds for a new high school at Blue Haven. It
Australia. It produced a budget surplus built on theecognised the need for a school in that area and it
back of deficits in the lives of ordinary people. As arecognised that the people of the central coast had
result of the Federal Government's budget people athe right to expect a school to be built for their
left without adequate dental services. They can nohildren. The Government allocated funds for the
longer get their teeth fixed or afford life savingrebuilding of Belmont Public School, over and
medication and they have had to resort to backyardbove the insurance funds provided after the school
child care. The Federal budget has impose@as burnt down.
additional costs on families who are looking after
elderly parents, and has denied them access to Funds have also been allocated to build a new
nursing homes. A consequence of the Federal budgeigh school at Lake Munmorah—a high school that
is that young people will no longer be able to planis desperately needed and one that | am sure would
for their future by attending university; it is not have been built if the Carr Government had not
becoming more and more difficult to obtainbeen in office in this State. The investment of these
employment or apprenticeships. funds will provide quality education for New South
Wales children, whose future will be determined by
The Federal Government's budget hashe education they receive. The Carr Government is
victimised the unemployed and provided limitedensuring that children have access to quality
opportunities for training; it has betrayed the Statesducation. This year's budget includes education
through the Medicare agreement; and it has laid thiinding of $6.8 billion, an increase of $1.2 billion
groundwork for the introduction of a goods andsince the 1994-95 budget. Let me compare that
services tax to transfer the tax burden to those whexpenditure with what has occurred in Victoria.
can least afford it. The people of New South Wales
do not want a government whose focus is on The New South Wales Government has created
economic rationalism, a government that uses tern5250 teaching positions, compared with Victoria,
such as "rightsize" and "downsize". They are termshich has slashed 9,000 teaching positions. The
that people are rejecting; they are terms that | rejectreation of extra teaching positions will have a
Prior to the 1995 State election the Labor Partyeneficial effect on the quality of education that
promised the people of Swansea that a Labarhildren in New South Wales receive. Parents of
Government would commit $1.5 million to New South Wales schoolchildren receive a back-to-
rehabilitate and restore Green Point, a beautifdchool allowance. The Opposition has pledged to
reserve on the foreshore of Lake Macquarie. Thabolish that allowance if it is elected to office.
Carr Government has honoured that promise anilothers of children in my electorate have come to
restoration work has taken place over a three-yeamy office and have said, "Thank you for the back-
period. to-school allowance. | have been able to buy shorts
for my young boys to wear to school, and shirts,
It was my pleasant duty to present the thirdsocks and a school bag."
payment of $500,000 to Lake Macquarie City
Council last month. The former coalition Those things would not have happened if the
Government refused to contribute any funds to Lakback-to-school allowance was not available. The
Macquarie City Council when it was seeking toFederal Government has instituted massive cuts to
obtain land for the people of that region. That standthe education and training budget and there has been
in stark contrast to the activities of the Carr Labora 7.2 per cent decline in real terms since the 1997-
Government, a government that cares about th@8 budget. New South Wales on the other hand has
community and listens to what the communityincreased its budget by 5.2 per cent. The New South
wants. Those opposite push their own agenda. Whaales Government is showing a commitment to
in office the previous Government closed Swanseaducation. The Howard Federal Government is
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sacrificing children's education by making savagdy the Federal Government to buy out the lease on
cuts to the education budget in order to achieve the premises it was renting at Belmont is well above
budget surplus. The Howard Government should behat it would have paid had it not moved. It is
attempting to ensure that every child in everydetermined to deprive the people of the Swansea
Australian State has a future and that can best kalectorate of a Medicare office where they can claim
done by ensuring that they receive a good qualityebates and use that money to purchase medicine for
education. This year the Federal Governmenttheir children or for themselves. It is a disgrace and
reduction in funding for schools and for TAFE will it shows how little commitment the Federal
put higher education outside the range of ordinaryGovernment has to the people of New South Wales.
average families in this State.
Since 1996 the Howard Government has
The 1997-98 budget contains a total fundingipped $200 million from the New South Wales
allocation for health of $6.6 billion. That is an health budget. The Federal Government's aged-care
increase of $1.3 billion since 1994 and an increasproposal is imposing further costs on New South
of $426 million over last year's allocation. SinceWales. Elderly people are being forced to remain in
1994-95 health funding has increased by 37.4 peyublic hospitals for much longer than they formerly
cent in real terms. That is to be compared with amlid, simply because they have to sell their houses to
increase of only 12.8 per cent at the Federal levebbtain the necessary money to get into nursing
The Federal Government has shifted the burden dfomes. That is disgraceful. The Federal Government
providing health care to the States. This isstands condemned for its actions in relation to health
unacceptable. The Federal Government has alservices and aged care. There is also a big
abolished the Commonwealth dental health schemdifference between what is happening at the State
That has caused a great many problems for thend Federal levels in relation to child care. Since
people of this State. When my constituents talk td996 the Federal Government has slashed $1 billion
me in my office about being unable to obtain dentafrom the child-care budget. That is affecting the
care, | cannot think of any excuse to justify what theability of families to earn extra income. Because
Howard Government has done and its impact on théhney are unable to afford the cost of child care
people of New South Wales. families have to take their children out of child care,
put them in situations where they are getting less
A massive capital works program is beingthan the best quality care, impose upon their parents
undertaken for hospitals and health care facilities im0 look after the children, or give up their
New South Wales. Since 1995, 61 capital work&€mployment.
projects have been completed, and 101 further
projects are now in progress. This shows a real My electorate officer told me last week that
commitment by the Government to improving theher child-care fees have increased by $3 a day. That
hospitals in this State. On the other hand, theneans she is paying more than $35 a day to access
Federal Government has failed to address thgquality care in a community child-care centre. She
additional costs imposed on the States by thean afford it, but many people cannot. That is to be
declining membership of private health insuranceompared with what has happened in New South
funds and the increasing cost of technology. On th&/ales, where the Government is committed to child
one hand the Federal Government has failed tprotection and education, supported accommodation
provide adequate funding to the States while on thprograms, and family support. Pre-schools and day
other hand the State Government is making aare centres have received increased funding and the
commitment to the people of New South Wales. Government has worked hard to maintain some
funding for vacation care, while the Federal
That lack of funding is a stark demonstrationGovernment is ripping money out of vacation care,
of the commitment of the Federal Government to th@s well as before and after school care. That is a tax
people in the Swansea electorate. It has closed tlom children and families, and people are hurting.
local Medicare office. It could be argued that theThe Federal Government is attacking families and
closure would have saved money, but guess whaipping off money from those who can least afford
happened? The office was closed, the employeds | am sure members opposite support those same
were redeployed to Charlestown—which the Federalolicies.
Government spelt as Charleston, so it cannot even
get the name of the suburb correct—and the Federal | acknowledge the funding that has been
Government has had to buy out the lease. The stafllocated to Swansea electorate for roadworks and
moved at the end of March but last weekend boxesapital works. The roads in the area have been
of computers were still sitting in the office. | have gradually upgraded. That has continued this year
received reliable information that the rent being paidvith money being allocated for work on the Pacific
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Highway at Cams Wharf Road, a cycleway fromare big taxers and big-spenders. When a Labor
Eleebana to Valentine, the Pacific Highway at Parlgovernment runs into money difficulties the first
Street, Belmont North, and the Pacific Highway athing it does is question what new taxes it can find.
the Belmont to Cardiff Road. Funding has beerLabor governments do not think of trying to save
allocated for Kanangra Drive on the central coastexpenditure; they simply look for ways of imposing
and for cycleways and much-needed traffic lightsxew taxes, and they are pretty adept at doing so. It
near the North Lakes High School and North Lakess estimated by some that since 1995 tax income for
Public School. That is another indication of thethe State has increased by approximately 33 per
Government's determination to maintain the Stateent.
assets.
It is believed that each year people in New
Recently | was talking with an engineer from South Wales pay $1,063 more than people in
Lake Macquarie council. He thanked theQueensland and $417 more than people in Victoria.
Government for allocating the required amount offThe present Government says that it is careful with
funding for necessary roadworks in the Lakeits money and is managing the affairs of the State
Macquarie area. | congratulate the Government andell. | doubt that it is able to do that. The Treasurer
repeat that the State Government is committed teaid in his Budget Speech that the Government will
providing services to the people of New Southreduce payroll tax to 6.7 per cent on 1 July 1999.
Wales. On the other hand, the Federal Governmefthy is the Government not doing that on 1 July
is determined to increase the costs of those serviceEd98, rather than waiting for 12 months? It is
It intends to introduce a goods and services tax thatossible that this time next year the Treasurer will
will tax health care, education, child care, aged careot be Treasurer and the Government will not be in
council rates, electricity, water and used cars, whilsbffice, yet the Government is promising tax
on the other hand it will reduce the tax on importedeductions that it may not be in office to deliver.
luxury goods. Time expired The Treasurer has promised other tax cuts he may
not be able to deliver. He said that land tax will be
Mr GLACHAN (Albury) [11.40 a.m.]: When reduced from 1.85 per cent to 1.7 per cent in 2000.
the coalition was in office legislation was introducedThat is a couple of years out yet, and one wonders
to allow for a referendum that would ask the peoplevhether this Government will be in office to deliver
whether they wanted to limit by legislation theon its promise.
ability of the government of New South Wales to
run deficit budgets. | was in the Chamber at the The Treasurer has said that some people will
time and | well remember the panic that set in orbenefit from the abolition of the $43 levy on car
the other side. Labor Party members, then imegistrations this year. Unfortunately, most people in
opposition, were traumatised to think that the peopléhe State will not enjoy that benefit until 1 July
of New South Wales may agree to the introductiorPO00—another promise well in the future, a promise
of legislation that would prevent a State governmerthat the Treasurer and the Government may not be
of New South Wales from running into deficit able to deliver. The Treasurer is promising tax cuts
budgets. The Treasurer, when presenting the budgiiat he and the Government may not be in office to
this year, boasted that there would be a $45 milliommplement. He is, however, maintaining the unfair
surplus. This is another Labor Government smokdand tax on people's homes. Of all the taxes that this
and-mirrors trick. Former Labor governments havésovernment administers, this is the most unfair. The
talked about budget deficits. In the past Labor ha3reasurer has spoken of the tax as being a tax on
simply borrowed the money needed to balance thmillionaires, but he knows as well as everyone else
budget and called that earnings—an accounting trickhat many of those who are caught by the tax are
In the past Labor governments never really ramot millionaires. They may live in houses situated on
surplus budgets anyway. land valued at more than $1 million, but many of
them will be hard-pressed to pay the tax. It is a bad
| wonder how long it will take this $45 million principle to impose a tax on homes in which people
so-called surplus to materialise and whether it willive and raise their families. The tax will force many
last, or whether it is just another hoax perpetrated opeople out of their homes.
the people of New South Wales by another
incompetent Labor Government that cannot manage The tax does not apply to anyone in my
money. Many people, myself included, are of theelectorate, but it applies to many people in
view that Labor governments find it very difficult to Sydney—people who have lived in their homes for
manage the finances of the State or of ang0 years and even longer. Through no fault of their
jurisdiction they control because they simply do nobwn, their land value has increased. Many people
have the right attitude to finance and money; theyust cannot afford to pay the tax. As | have said, the
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principle at stake is very bad. It would be very easyudget allocates very little else for my electorate. A
for governments in the future to lower the thresholdsum of $361,000 is being provided to upgrade the
and broaden the tax to take in more and morautomotive section of the Albury TAFE college. |
homes. | could never agree with this principle. | turnam delighted with that welcome provision. The
to the float of the Totalizator Agency Board. TheGovernment is providing $2.87 million for new
Labor Party when in opposition did not agree withbuildings for ecotourism at the TAFE facility at
selling off public assets. It was appalled by theThurgoona, which is just outside Albury.
coalition's sale of the State Bank, which it
considered to be a dreadful, retrograde step. | | am delighted that $1.3 million has been
remember the shock and horror with which Labomllocated for the completion of a much-needed
Party members greeted that proposal. Now the sanmaultipurpose service building at Tumbarumba. That
people, in government, are very happy to get rid oproject was begun by the coalition and is merely
the TAB and sell any other State assets that they cdreing completed by the present Government. In
get their hands on. It is disappointing to see Laboaddition $1.33 million has been allocated to
members adopt such a hypocritical attitude. complete the upgrade of the Culcairn multipurpose
centre, which was badly run down. That project was
My greatest disappointment with the budgetalso initiated by the coalition and will be completed
concerns the way in which my electorate is beindy the present Government. It will be a great benefit
treated. | am particularly disappointed that theo the people of Culcairn and the surrounding
Albury electorate is not receiving the support that idistrict. | am disappointed that no funding has been
needs and deserves. The same could be said forade available for a multipurpose service at Henty,
many other country areas in the State. The facility the people of Henty are keen to have. They
Government is interested only in Newcastle, Sydneyegard the multipurpose service as the way ahead for
and Wollongong. It has turned its back on the buslhealth for their district. The service would guarantee
and is ignoring the needs of country people. Alburythe continued existence of the Henty District
large provincial city that it might be, and the rest ofHospital. They are anxious to have the project
my electorate are being ignored by the Governmenproceed, and | strongly support them.
When the coalition was in office Albury was
provided with a state-of-the-art, brand new base Health care is important to country people. In
hospital and a first-class police station, which hadecent times the people of Henty have suffered many
been needed for many years. setbacks. Bank branch offices have been closed and
other services have been withdrawn from the town.
A new school was built at Jindera, a new hallThe people of Henty believe that if anything
was built at the Lavington school and work washappens to the hospital they will lose their general
started on expansion of the school at Thurgoona. Aractitioner—an outstanding doctor who has a real
magnificent bridge was built over the railway atinterest in the people and the community—as well
Guinea Street in Albury and a great number of roads the newly established chemist shop. The
works were undertaken in the electorate, includingontinued existence of the hospital and its upgrading
an upgrade of the road out to the Hume Weir. Thato a multipurpose service is important to the future
road had been neglected for many years and af the people of Henty.
number of young people had been killed on it. The
coalition upgraded a large section of the road. Local The Albury electorate has not received a great
people are waiting for the road to be finished, asleal in the budget, and | am disappointed by that.
there is still a section that needs to be improvedNotwithstanding that many community needs do not
Approximately $7 million is needed to completerequire a great amount of expenditure, they still cry
work, which will guarantee a very safe road for theout for government assistance. | am pleased that the
many people who use it. Government has allocated funding for a series of
bridges across the Murray River at Howlong and
Unfortunately, in this budget the Governmentacross the flood plain. The contrast between the
has allocated just $1.3 million for the road, which isNew South Wales and Victorian sides of Howlong is
certainly nowhere near enough. People in mygtark. Bridges on the New South Wales side are old
electorate are very disappointed about that. The roahd in a bad state of repair but on the Victorian side
is located in the Hume shire, and for many years thtéhe wide, concrete bridges across the flood plain are
shire council has agitated to have the road upgradda@and new and in first-class condition.
to a safe standard. The Government has ignored
those pleas and has turned its back on that need, The funding for these bridges is certainly not
ignoring the important safety issues at stake whil@early enough; a great deal more will be needed. |
the road remains in its current condition. Thishope the Government will strengthen the
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commitment to that important project and that workady cannot get the attention she needs in the town
will go ahead as quickly as possible. | hope also thawvhere she lives; she has to travel to Wagga Wagga
the funding will not remain unspent after beingor to Sydney. Country hospitals need more resources
allocated. The bread and butter issues, health arhd, as far as | am concerned, the Albury electorate
education, are important in my electorate. Some ahould be on top of the list.
my colleagues have spoken about the back-to-school
allowance, which involves the distribution of a great Recently the Minister for Health announced
deal of money across the State. Many people in mthat the obstetric service at the Albury Mercy
electorate have said that $50 does not go very fadospital would be closed and contracted out to
and that they would have preferred the Governmenwodonga. Some years ago a former Labor Minister
to allocate lump sums to individual schools so thafor Health closed the obstetric service at Albury
the money could be put to practical use. Base Hospital and transferred responsibility for all
obstetric services in the Albury area to the Albury
As the honourable member for Swansea saidvlercy Hospital responsibility. The Mercy Hospital
some parents use the allowance to buy shoes provided an magnificent service, one of the best in
shorts for their children, but many others simplyAustralia in my opinion, and was acclaimed by the
waste it or put it to other uses that yield no benefiparents and children who used it. It is ironic that the
for the children. Albury has a first-class hospital.present Labor Minister for Health is contracting out
Indeed, it is claimed to be the best hospital betweethat service from the Mercy Hospital to Wodonga.
Sydney and Melbourne, with the exception of thos&he big question is whether mothers and children
in Canberra. The Albury Base Hospital is staffed bywill receive the same wonderful service or service of
highly skilled doctors, dedicated nurses and ancillarg lesser standard at Wodonga. Will it simply be
staff who do a magnificent job with limited service at a price or will the real needs of mothers
resources. However, they just do not have sufficierdnd babies be taken into account? That is also a
funding. matter of concern to the people in my electorate.

People constantly telephone or write to my At one time the Government said it did not
office and complain about the lack of services at thdelieve in, and was opposed to, the contracting out
hospital. They complain that when they takeof services of any kind. Members of the present
desperately ill family members to the emergencyGovernment were very much against the contracting
section of the hospital patients are left to lie onout by the coalition of radiology services at the
trolleys all day. Nothing is done and, ill though theyAlbury Base Hospital. The same people are now
might be, they are simply sent home at the end ofontracting out obstetric services—not simply to the
the day with their families to try to cope with wider community but to another State, of all places.
serious problems. That is a cause for seriouslthough | have a high regard for the standard of
concern. | receive constant representations that theealth care in Victoria, | wonder why a first-class
hospital resources in the electorate, particularly iservice at Albury has been closed and contracted out
Albury Base Hospital, are inadequate. People havacross the border. Many people in my electorate are
been waiting for a desperately long time for electiveasking the same question.
surgery. Recently a lady who had trouble with her
hands came to see me. | am not sure of the medical When the Minister made the announcement he
term for her conditions but her fingers weresaid that the former services would be maintained. |
contracting and her hands were taking on a clawam anxious to ascertain whether the same level of
like appearance. She had been told that she migkérvice will remain available to the people |
have to wait for a long time before she couldrepresent. | will certainly be keeping a close eye on
undergo surgery. that. My electorate has received some benefits from

the budget, but a great many matters have not been

After | made representations to the Greatedealt with. | hope that when the coalition is elected
Murray Area Health Service, the service arrangetb government at the next State election it will
for her to travel to Wagga Wagga Base Hospitatemedy some of the discrepancies in the budget as
where a doctor from Sydney would be in attendancehey relate to the people of my electorate.
Unfortunately the doctor was not able to attend,
although the lady was prepared to travel to Wagga Mr ROGAN (East Hills) [11.59 a.m.]: | am
Wagga, and that appointment was cancelled. It wadelighted to speak on the budget, which has been
then arranged for her to travel to Sydney, buwery well received in the community and in the
unfortunately for her she contracted a heavy coldnedia. | take up the words of the Treasurer and
and her appointment was cancelled again. Alburgommence my speech in the tone in which he
has a brand new state-of-the-art hospital and thisompleted his speech: this really is a Labor budget.
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It concentrates on the key issues of healthdifficulties. The Sustainable Energy Development
education, public housing, law and order, theAuthority has received extra funding this year. The
environment, and services to the community, th@uthority is an Australian leader in reducing
aged and the disabled. Health has received a recogtieenhouse gases and reducing the cost of electricity
allocation of $6.6 billion, an increase of $303t0 consumers.

million, which represents a 4.8 per cent increase

from 1997-98. This increase has been achieved in a | raise within the context of the State budget
climate in which the Federal Government isseveral issues which together highlight the
increasingly withdrawing funding from the States,hypocritical and damaging development of the way
particularly New South Wales, and particularly inin Which the media are increasingly reporting the
relation to health. The Carr Labor Government ha§arliament and its members. The media have failed
increased health spending by more than $1 billion it® examine their standards and ethics. The standard
its three years in office and it has been forced to adaf the media has never been high in the public's
another $303 million to protect patients against th€Stéem. It aimost seems as though the media have

Howard Government's attack on health funding. Th&/@ged a campaign to reduce members of Parliament
Deputy Premier, Minister for Health, and Minister© the standards they enjoy within the community.
for Aboriginal Affairs issued a statement in May Whilst politicians must accept their fair share of the

which said under the heading "Federal Governmerﬁlarlr_]e for what is ha[;)]pening, inhall my yeakrs in
Health Cuts Amount to $200 million™: Parliament—25 years this year—I have never known

the type of gutter journalism and the denigration of
John Howard's cuts to the New South Wales public heaItIParIia-_mer".t and its members that we are now
system have now grown to more than $200 millio. . cuts  €Xperiencing.
have now cost the State's public hospitals $103 million.
| do not say that all members of the media are
This year the budget has significantly increased thivolved. Members of Parliament, both Government
allocation for education by 4.5 per cent to a recoréand Opposition, must accept their share of the
$6.8 million, an increase of $338 million on lastblame. | do not necessarily blame individual
year. That amount includes $5 billion in totaljournalists; to a large extent | blame editors who
recurrent funding for school education-relateddemand that journalists dig up dirt, sensationalise
services with programs for literacy and numeracy. Bnd ignore the truth to beat-up a story. | have asked
am delighted that a small sum has been allocated ¥ung journalists who have commenced their career
Padstow TAFE college, which is in my electorate. Itin this place why they do not report positively. The
has received larger sums in previous years. Padstd@urnalists have replied that they have tried to do so
TAFE has received $36,000 to upgrade itut when they take their stories to their editors they
hospitality facilities. The kitchen areas will be &€ virtually thrown in their faces. The journalists
upgraded and refurbished at a cost of $336,000 arff€ then told to go back and write something a bit
will be completed in September 1999. The budgef'ore sensational.

allocation for the Minister for Community Services, _
Minister for Ageing, Minister for Disability There is no better example of that than the

Services. and Minister for Women has beerf€pPorting of the visit by a delegation of members of

increased by 11 per cent—a huge boost. That monéDyarliament to California last year. The visit was

will be well spent in an area that was disgracefullyg';]’_er;1 sensational trealltmer;]t by the Murdoch ?relss,
neglected by the Fahey and Greiner governments. which seemed to emu ate the gutter stz_;mdard of Fleet
Street. The media produced headlines such as

. ... ...__'Living it up at the Hotel California" and photos of
The Carr Government, despite the dIffICUItIes’the parliamentary delegates. It did not try to balance

in frammg_ the_ budget with Federal_Governmenl‘the story and highlight the economic and other
cutbacks, is trying to restore the services that Werfeofits that accrued to New South Wales as a result
hacked out by the former coalition Government. |y e i No other delegation of which | have been
am delighted that $8.7 million has been allocated foL member has provided such an extensive report to
road works in East Hills: $6.54 million for major pjiament, nor brought such benefits to the State.
works, $1.42 million for maintenance, $147,000 forpfizer Pty Ltd, which announced a possible
minor works, and $602,000 for road safety antypansion of its business to Sydney, stated in a
traffic management. Constituents in my electoratg,edia release dated 25 June 1997:

will benefit from the M5 East extension from King

Georges Road to near General Holmes Drive, which visiting Pfizer Director, Richard Costigan, and Dudley
will be Comp|eted by this Government despite many Schleier, Regional Director Australasia, Chairman and
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Managing Director, today congratulated the New South Waleggntribution to the costs involved. Electricity and

Delegation to California led by Senate President, Max Willis, . . .

and Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, John Murray. cleaning serwlces for the Sp&lCGI occupied by the prgss
gallery are paid for by the Parliament. Yet the media

That business expansion would have gone ahead hhas the audacity to report that members of
P 9 B%rliament have obtained taxis to and from home—

it not been held up because of a pharmaceutical : : :
- . omething that industry provides to employees who
pricing policy of the Federal Government. ResMe g y P ol

L : ) . ust work late hours. Media reporting has
Ltd announced its intention to expand its Operat'onﬁbsolutely no balance. One must question the

to Sydney. That company, which is the leader i, ity ‘and prioriies of the media when that
producing respiratory devices, would rely heavily on,

local suppliers to construct devices that would
comprise more than 80 per cent Australian content. | get no delight from reading about people's
In December last year the company and the Newhisfortunes or personal plights, but reporting in the
South Wales Department of State and Regionaliurdoch press is selective. It attacks public figures
Development jointly announced that the companynd members of Parliament, but when Rupert
would expand its operations, which would createvlurdoch announces that he is getting divorced the
about 250 additional jobs. During the jointstory is treated obliquely and minimally in the paper.
announcement the Chief Executive of ResMed, Dindeed, theSun-Heraldran the headline "Murdoch
Peter Farrell, said: separation—don't read all about it. Stop the presses!"
As | said, | get no pleasure from reading about
We appreciate the support of the NSW Government as well aBeople's personal problems, but such reporting

their expeditious appraisal of our investment proposal. | . . .
particular, Speaker John Murray, Treasurer Michael Egan WenShOWS hypocrisy and the difference in standards.

r . .
of great assistance in supporting our decision to expand 0L_§'0me two Years ago | tried to get the media
NSW operatios . . . interested in a paper—I| congratulate the

Parliamentary Library on the assistance it gave me
The company had not intended to expand its Newluring preparation of that paper—that highlighted
South Wales operations but a Governmenthe deplorable way New South Wales is treated in
delegation convinced the company that New SoutH'e tax-sharing arrangements. | am not talking about
Wales was the best State in which to locate its hea#l00; | am talking about of the order of $1 billion
office. In relation to media reporting, | refer also toP€r year.
the so-called taxis scandal. Trying to emulate the
Murdoch press, theSun-Herald ran a front-page
story under the headline "Like Thieves in the
Night". The article stated:

| released a press statement and a 17-page
report on the matter. However, | did not receive one
centimetre of space in the media. Perhaps the media
found it difficult to comprehend the matter. As a
State MPs kept a rorts debate going until a few seconds aftdi€Sult, I wrote to the financial editors of newspapers,
midnight so they could cash in on another perk: taxpayerincluding lan Lovett, Terry McCrann and the editor
funded cabs to and from home. of the Daily Telegraph and Ross Gittins, Max
Walsh, Elizabeth Knight and the editor of the
| spoke in another debate earlier that night, and Sydney Morning Heraldl even sent a second letter
certainly did not drag out my speech to enablgy Ross Gittins. Did | receive a reply or a thank you
members to get taxis to and from home. One mugbr sending the letter, which | thought they might
question the priorites of the media when ithave found interesting? | did not receive one reply
sensationalises a story relating to $100, which wag my press statement, although it relates to an issue
the figure also quoted in another newspapelpf great concern to the taxpayers of New South
Although the trip to California was a front-pagewales. The people of New South Wales are
story for nearly a week and my photograph andubsidising the other States by more than $1 billion
name appeared in an article, | did not receive ong year. The Budget Speech refers to a figure of $1.3
phone call or letter at my electorate office about theillion or $1.4 billion. In an article in theSydney
matter. The media denigrate politicians and loweMorning Herald of 30 May last year Ross Gittins
further the esteem in which they are held. asked why this State's electricity assets should be
sold and proposed ways to spend the money raised
Why does the media question the expenditurérom the sale of those assets. He said:
of $100 by members of this House when members
of the press gallery occupy space in this building It's the oppc_Jsite of a plack hole. So in what plea_sant way
that is valued at $320 to $339 per square metre jn Would we like to fill it? Mr Egan proposes to increase
. . recurrent spending on schools, hospitals, public transport,
the central business district? The press gallery ,qjice and community services.
occupies 334 square metres, which equates to about
$117,000 per annum, but does not make a But let's not forget an alternate use: to reduce State taxes.
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When | read that | decided to write another letter taf $1 million, of which $80,000 has been allocated
Ross Gittins about my earlier press statement on ia the budget. Prior to the budget an announcement
matter that should have received fair coverage in th@as made about the provision of security officers for
media. In my letter | said that given the importancepassenger trains after 7.00 p.m. Yesterday the
of the subject | was disappointed, understandabiyonourable member for Waratah announced that
about the lack of press coverage given to my call fo$200,000 has been allocated to complete the
a fairer deal for New South Wales taxpayers. | drevieasibility study into providing a new road between
to the attention of Ross Gittins his failure to speakrhornton in the Maitland electorate and Beresfield
out previously on the issue. | further said: in the Waratah electorate. This link road will run
parallel to the New England Highway and will
Surely the injustice N.S.W. taxpayers are now suffering callpprovide welcome benefits to residents of Thornton,
for a little better than some cryptic remark . . Beresfield and Woodberry.

Politicians must take a good hard look at Morpeth water treatment works is the overall
themselves, as the media must do if it continuegig winner in the budget, with $7.8 million of a
reporting in the same way. Although politicians areprojected cost of $25.9 million being allocated. This
accountable through parliamentary processes and thgsject is long overdue and holds the key to future
bodies that oversight them, the media is nogeyelopment in Maitland suburbs such as Morpeth
accountable. | can see the time approaching whefhd Tenambit. Bolwarra and Farley sewage
people of standing and integrity will not choose toyreatment works will have a waste water transfer
come here because they can carve careers &ystem installed during the next three years at a cost
industry and enjoy a life free of criticism and theof $3.5 million. All of these works involving water,
a.WfUI hourS that a.” members Of Parliament musgewage and waste water are an integra| part Of the
endure. future development of Maitland city. However, the
down side of the budget is the allocation of funds
While I do not agree with the Opposition on for the Clarencetown sewerage works. Clarencetown
many issues, | acknowledge that members gk |ocated on the Williams River. Last year the
Parliament on both sides work exceedingly hard fonealthy rivers study identified the need for
and achieve much for their electorates, consideringticulated sewage treatment works in Clarencetown.
the odds against them these days with fundingvater run-off through the kerb and guttering will

cutbacks. It is time the media reported positively orfind its way into the Williams River and further
this institution and those who serve in it. Let thedown to the weir at Seaham.

media take a good, hard, critical look at its role and

the double standards it adopts, and the total  Hunter Water takes water from the Williams
hypocrisy it applies in its reporting. The mediaRiver and it ultimately finds its way into the
indulges in what | can only call gutter journalism tohouseholds of many Hunter homes. It is certainly
report news and events in the Parliament. not suitable to have an area without sewage
treatment works providing town drinking water in
Mr BLACKMORE (Maitland) [12.19 p.m.]: the Newcastle area. That has been the situation for
Like a child comparing Christmas presents, | anmany years. During the 1995 election campaign the
comparing what my electorate received from the abor candidate for Maitland promised a solution if
budget with what other electorates received. Whenabor were elected to office. The same promise was
the coalition was in government | was proud tomade regarding Lochinvar, which is a small area on
announce what my electorate had achieved fronhe western extremity of the Maitland electorate. In
each budget. In all fairness to this Governmenta letterbox drop the Labor candidate informed each
Maitland has received funding for some projects, buhousehold that he had a solution. It is now 1998 and
funds for other projects remain outstanding. On théunds for those projects have not been made
positive side, the final $950,000 has been allocategvailable. In this regard, | refer to a headline that
to Maitland's major project: the redevelopment ofappeared in theMaitland Mercury of 26 February
Maitland Hospital, with which | am proud to be 1995. It stated "Ashtonfield Primary School ALP
involved. Promise". In 1998 construction of the school has not
commenced and funds have not been provided.
Maitland High School will receive a new
gymnasium with the help of $150,000 seeding In November 1994 the shadow minister for
money at this stage. A further $109,000 will bepolice—who is now the Minister for Police—was
provided to complete the upgrading of Dungogeported in the local newspaper as saying that
primary school. An education training facility will Maitland was 12 police officers short. Cessnock,
be built at Tocal Agriculture College at a total costMaitland, Raymond Terrace and Port Stephens
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police stations have since been amalgamated fhose noise barriers have not been installed. An
cover one area. Maitland did not obtain the promisedmount of $300,000 has been allocated for the
additional 12 police officers. While it is fine to say project in this year's budget. a reduction of
that the commander has overall responsibility t&$205,000.
move police around to areas in most need, a
shortfall remains. Two years ago funds were This document was given to me by the
allocated for the construction of Thornton policeTreasurer of New South Wales and | believe the
station. However, it has disappeared from théMinister for Transport, and Minister for Roads has
program. | was not a supporter of Thornton policean obligation to pursue this matter, to ensure that the
station; | preferred locating a minimum of threeMaitland electorate receives the full value of the
additional officers at Beresfield. funds allocated for noise barrier works. It is ironic
that last year, when funding of $505,000 was

The new roadworks that received fundingannounced, $600,000 was also allocated for the
allocations this year would have provided easier angdrovision of noise barriers in an adjoining electorate.
quicker access for Beresfield police officers to entel say good luck to the people of that electorate
the area. The five-kilometre difference betweerbecause they, too, had a problem with noise.
Beresfield and the site of the proposed Thorntotowever, that work must be continued up the
police station will provide a greater coverage ratdighway and into Maitland. Maitland people are no
than funds being spent on bricks and mortar. | willdifferent to those in any other electorate in New
not nail the Government to the wall by saying theSouth Wales. Noise can be a problem no matter
police station has not been provided, but a promisehere one lives, particularly when there are 23,000
is a promise and it was not fulfilled. A promise wasvehicular movements each day, and that number is
made to reopen east Maitland police station. It isncreasing.
quite obvious from budget allocations that that
police station will not reopen. Another disappointing aspect of the 1998-99

budget relates to the lack of funding for a property

When the coalition came to office it reducedat 88 Scott Street, Newcastle—which is outside my
staff at Dungog railway station. To its credit, theelectorate. | know that the honourable member for
Labor Party promised to provide staff for two shiftsNewcastle has pursued funding for this project on
per day at the railway station. The staffing level hadvehalf of the Pensioner Advisory Service, of which
now been reduced to one shift. This railway statiommy father is president. Funding is desperately
pays its way through the sale of Countrylink andneeded to enable that service to continue to provide
CityRail fares, which would justify the retention of voluntary assistance to pensioners in the area, which
two staff. It is a vital service, especially as thatincludes Singleton and Muswellbrook. People ring
railway station is being considered as a stop for théhe Pensioner Advisory Service to obtain advice on
XPT train. It is essential for the tourism industry numerous matters pertaining to senior citizens. The
that in areas such as Dungog people are available adfice out of which the service operates is in need of
assist tourists with their luggage. | ask therepair, but no authority wants to allocate the
Government to replace the second shift worker. hecessary funding to give the service a permanent
acknowledge that the Government initially kept itsbase and enable it to continue to provide this
promise, but it should not ignore the need to provideraluable community service.
an essential service.

| turn now to the provision of court facilities.

The budget has allocated funds for a numbeThe East Maitland district courthouse cells do not
of roadworks in my electorate, but the majority ofconform to the recommendations of the Royal
those projects are funded by the FederaCommission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. As
Government. However, it is pleasing that at long lasa result, custodial matters are not conducted at that
traffic lights have been installed at Arthur Streetcourthouse. | do not blame the present Government
Rutherford. They will be switched on next week.entirely for this problem, because it was brought to
There has been a pressing need for those traffibe attention of the previous Government. However,
lights for many years so that people can safely crosso funds have been allocated to rectify the problems
the New England Highway. | congratulate thethat presently exist there. This matter is of concern
Federal member for Paterson, Mr Baldwin, orbecause district court matters involving custodial
achieving those road funds. However, | comparegroceedings have to be transferred to Newcastle or
the allocation of funds for capital projects in lastanother centre at considerable inconvenience to
year's budget with this year's budget and found thdahose involved. There are two courthouses at
$505,000 of Federal money was allocated for nois®laitland—a District Court and a Local Court—but
barriers to be installed in the east Maitland areahe Local Court does not have a jury room. Maitland
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is disadvantaged because, although it has twextreme. He claimed that somehow the Government
courthouses, only Local Court matters can be deai$ taking credit for the Dungog school extensions. It
with. is the usual approach for any government in its
budget papers on capital projects to list works in
I wonder how long this situation will be progress. The Dungog primary school upgrade has
allowed to continue. The constituents of Maitlandreceived total funding of $2.38 million. The fact that
have the right to expect to have matters heard by thenly $109,000 remains outstanding is immaterial.
court within a reasonable time. Court delays ar&Vork is still in progress. Perhaps the honourable
unacceptable and custodial matters now have to beember does not want the little extras that will
heard at Newcastle because of the anomaly in theomplete the project. That is a very sad commentary
system related to the two holding cells at Easbn the approach adopted by the honourable member
Maitland. | urge the Government to ensure thafor Maitland.
repairs are carried out and that any other matters
that need to be addressed are taken into account and The honourable member also mentioned the
the necessary infrastructure provided to enablMaitland High School gymnasium. There are
District Court hearings to be resumed at Eastindoubtedly a range of reasons why that school will
Maitland. not receive funds from the State Treasury until
1999. It may well be that construction will not
| have mentioned some of the better aspects afommence until February or March next year, in
the budget, but a closer reading of Budget Paper Nevhich case only one progress payment will be
4, the State Asset Acquisition Program, indicatesequired before 30 June next year. That also was a
that the new gymnasium for Maitland High Schoolvery churlish comment and unworthy of the
has been allocated $150,000 for this financial yeahonourable member. The budget is, as the Treasurer
It is interesting to note that the starting time for thatsaid, every inch a Labor budget. Whilst the
program is 1999 with completion in the year 2001 Government is funding the Olympics and making
The total cost of the project is $1.4 million but only sure we do not have the hangover after the event, it
$150,000 has been allocated for this financial yeais also making sure that the people of New South
While it is great news that Maitland High SchoolWales—especially those in regional New South
will receive $150,000 this year, it will not have the Wales, of which the electorate of Wyong is certainly
benefit of the gymnasium until 2001. This has beem part—are getting the infrastructure they need.
going on for two years. The school community has
been working with the staff of the school, planning, It is well recognised that the Wyong electorate,
designing and trying to get the biggest building itand indeed the central coast, is one of the fastest
can with the funds that are available. It isgrowing regions in New South Wales. The annual
disappointing that the work will not commence untilgrowth rate is 3.7 per cent. The 1998-99 budget
1999. allocation will go a long way towards providing the
services required for an ever-increasing population. |
Upgrading work commenced at Dungog Publiowant to refer to one aspect of the Treasurer's speech.
School in 1996. The estimated total cost of theNhen he introduced the appropriation bills the
project was $2.4 million, $2.3 million has alreadyTreasurer pointed out that this year's health and
been expended, and this year's allocation dfiospital expenses equal the total of all the
$109,000 is really only to complete the work. WhilstCommonwealth health payments of $1,992 million;
it is a good announcement, it is a repealNew South Wales land tax revenue of $945 million;
announcement. It is the thimble and the pea trickievenue from lotteries of $274 million; poker
but that is not unusual; it happens with allmachine taxes of $826 million; wagering and other
governments. Although | accept that the electorate afaming taxes of $342 million; plus a further $2,254
Maitland has fared reasonably well in the 1998-99nillion from other revenue sources.
budget, regardless of which party is in government
some matters must be taken into account and Jack Lang introduced the lotteries to fund
completed for the benefit of the citizens of Newhospitals. | am sure many honourable members
South Wales, particularly those in the electorate afvould agree with me when | say that he had the
Maitland. right solution. If this Government put lotteries
money towards health care, it would solve our
Mr CRITTENDEN (Wyong) [12.36 p.m.]: problems. The Treasurer must have had the same
Before | commence my contribution to the debate Idea when he incorporated that figure in his Budget
wish to refer to a few of the issues raised by theSpeech. It is important to emphasise that the State
honourable member for Maitland in his concludingGovernment receives $274 million in revenue from
remarks. His comments were churlish in thdotteries. In the next financial year the Government
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will spend $6,633 million on health care. A quickthey are represented by a Government member, it is
calculation would show a shortfall from lotteries ofimportant to recognise that the Government is
about $6,300 million. It might have worked for Jackproviding the same community health facilities and
Lang in the late 1920s and early 1930s, but it willservices in Erina, which is also a major centre on
not work with today's complex health care systemthe central coast. The honourable member for
Given the demographics and our ageing populatiorGosford was reluctant to acknowledge that in his
the Government will have to spend even morepeech to this Chamber. A new day surgery facility
money, a greater percentage of the State budget, @nto be built on the Wyong hospital campus.
health care. That is a fact of life that cannot be
avoided, and | am pleased that the Treasurer accepts It is important to recognise that in the last
it. three financial years day surgery procedures on the
central coast increased by almost 40 per cent. One
| am pleased also that the Government iseason for that increase is that young children and
following tradition by expanding rapidly the health older people who require surgical procedures do not
resources in the Wyong electorate, both in capitdlke to be hospitalised. These days parents prefer to
expenditure and in recurrent funding. One shoul@pend time with their children in hospital rather than
avoid making promises one cannot keep. In the leadeave them, and day surgery enables procedures such
up to the 1995 State election the Labor Party madas tonsillectomies to be carried out on a same-day
only three promises that involved my electorate. Ibasis. That ensures that the family routine is not
promised to re-establish the Toukley paramedidisrupted because one parent is with the child in
service, which the then Minister for Health—thehospital while the other family member or guardian
current Leader of the Opposition—discontinued. Théooks after the other children.
Government also promised planning for stage three

of the Wyong Hospital and it promised the It is important that the Government recognises
necessary funding for the operation for the maternityhe strain on families, and the construction of this
and obstetrics unit at Wyong hospital. $5.2 million day surgery facility will assist to

overcome some of that stress. Prior to the 1995
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, when heState election the Government promised only to fund
was Minister for Health, opened the obstetrics unithe planning for stage three of Wyong hospital. It
amid great fanfare, but he did not provide thehas gone well beyond that. The planning strategy
funding to operate it. Two years ago theadopted by the Central Coast Area Health Service
Government made sure it provided the funding fohas been funded, and the budget also provides
the unit to operate. All funding commitments madeongoing funding. The Government is implementing
prior to the 1995 State election have been honourdatiat plan and the Wyong day surgery unit is part of
in full in the Wyong electorate. The Labor Party haghat implementation.
provided far more than it promised in the lead-up to
the 1995 election. It has provided funding for a Education is another critical, basic area of
community health centre at Lake Haven, adjacent tState government administration. Again there is
the Lake Haven shopping centre. In this budget thgreat news for the expanding population of the
Government is providing funding for a community Wyong electorate. The Government acknowledges
health centre at Tuggerah. that most of the growth on the central coast in the
next five to 10 years will occur in my electorate,
The area health service intends to provide decause of the land that is available there. It has
community health facility close to Westfield planned for that growth and is putting its plan into
Shoppingtown and Homemakers Supa Centa action. The funding for Wadalba high school is a
Tuggerah, which are commercial precincts of someaew item in this budget. Construction of that school
significance. People will be able to have their healths due to commence in 1999. After several
needs met in a good location, because transport linkiscussions with officers in the property department
with those places are much better than elsewhere af the Department of Education and Training | hope
the central coast. The sorts of services that will béhe first students can be enrolled at the Wadalba
provided at the community health centre includehigh school in January 2000. That will be of great
child and family health care, aged care andenefit to the people of the Wyong electorate
rehabilitation, speech pathology, occupationabecause it will obviously relieve overcrowding,
therapy and physiotherapy, and mental healtprincipally at Gorokan High School.
services. Again, this is good news for the central
coast. | note also that the budget provides funding for
Lake Munmorah High School, which is not in my
Lest the people of the Wyong electorate thinkelectorate. When the Government was considering
the Government is looking after them only becaus¢he construction of a new high school on the upper
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central coast a real problem emerged with thdrefighting equipment and operating costs of the
Gorokan High School and North Lakes High SchooRural Fire Service. The service's $39.7 million
being too close together. The usual procedure woulégpital funding includes $19 million for the purchase
have been to build a high school between Gorokafif 155 new and up to another 150 second-hand fire
and North Lakes. The fact is, the school at Nortfankers to boost the service's response capabilities.
Lakes was built at the wrong location. One alwayérhe Government is making sure that the Rural Fire
has 20:20 vision with hindsight, but this is an issue>ervice is not neglected but is there to meet the
that needs to be addressed. The only way that it will€€ds of the outlying rural areas of my electorate.
be possible to resolve the overcrowding problems &t02ds issues are important in my electorate and in
North Lakes and Gorokan high schools is to build 4" central coast in general. The budget allocates
high school beside them. That was a challenge to tHfiPProximately $15,000 for a cycleway from the

Government, and we welcome the fact that it idNorah Head caravan park to the Soldiers Beach surf
being met by the Treasurer and the Department §fub- The provision of that cycleway may not
Education and Training. !nvolve major expenditure, but it is certainly an

issue of great concern to the Norah Head ratepayers

In addition to the Wadalba high School,association, which has for a long time argued that

Jyoung people need a paved cycleway to the beach. |

funding for an upgrade of the Tuggerah Publi . . :
School and the stage two upgrade of Ourimbaﬂ:.n pleased that the cycleway will be achieved with

Public School is proceeding. There have bee is budget.
problems in ensuring the expenditure of funds at Th inct it dth hool i
Tuggerah Public School, mainly because the site ics),]c Touklzyp::)(aricrlrz:rycg&?él Zeslfend onﬁl ngrc;owzc::é];
i I i fit h ) . . .
very constrl_cted and_a arge proportl_on 0 .'t as %rossmg at the dangerous intersection adjacent to the
steep gradient. Environmental considerations alssoChool at the comer of Crossingham Street and
n:eez(iutrc:a b(;af t:ﬁi?] dlirr:to {ahcecoggrt].telga}%; IT:adetrr;%vans Road. In this budget, rather than provide a
School Unfortunatelg that quaint ylittle CO?J?]U wombat crossing that still would not afford absolute
t Y, t d ysafety for the children, the Government has allocated
school will grow substantially because of urbarg,.p100 000 for a set of lights, which wil
dGeveI?hpment tmb the %reg : dgotlrr]\mgG the SChct)O.limmeasurany increase the safety of children
rowih cannot be avoided, but the overnmen I%rossing the street. All students at Toukley public
making sure that there is sufficient funding for f'rSt'schooI play sport at the Harry Moore oval, which is
class educational facilities for the students of thaﬁear the school. The new set of lights \’Ni|| allow
schoal. students to cross the street to the Harry Moore oval
) ) ) _and play their sport in a safe manner. This budget is
This budget contains funding for a new fire 5roqt news for the Wyong electorate. It represents a

station at Berkeley Vale. Honourable members maymmitment by the State Government to the people
be aware that Berkeley Vale is an industrial-

) ) of the central coast and the Wyong electorate. | am
commercial area and that a number of major faCtor}Sroud to be a part of the Government.

operations are located there, such as Sanitarium,

Krone (Aust) Technique Pty Ltd and Masterfoods. Debate adjourned on motion by Mr D. L.
Companies have made a great investment in thegage,

establishments. The budget recognises the need to

protect those company investments and to ensuffir Deputy-Speaker left the chair at 12.56 p.m. The
that the area has the most modern and up-to-daf¢oyse resumed at 2.15 pJm.

firefighting equipment so that if the worst happens

and a fire breaks out it will be possible to respond BUSINESS OE THE HOUSE
quickly to protect both the property of companies
and the jobs of those employed at the factories. If a Order of Business

major fire occurred, people would need to be stood

down until repairs were effected or would perhaps Motion by Mr Whelan agreed to:

even lose their employment. This provision is a

smart move, representing good insurance and That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow

high|ighting great p|anning by the State Government. General Business Notice of Motion (General Notice) No. 119
(Mr Paul Mullins) standing in the name of the member for
Ashfield to be moved at the conclusion of question time today

The Government has reinforced its support for .. "\ o following speaking times:

the State's 70,000 Rural Fire Service volunteers. The
Government has allocated $55.5 million to local Mover 5 minutes
councils across New South Wales for new 5 other members 5 minutes
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HUNTER REGION STORM DAMAGE Elsewhere in New South Wales flood warnings
have been given for the Peel River, Snowy River,
Ministerial Statement Mandagery Creek and streams in the Bombala area.

Emergency crews have worked through the night

Mr DEBUS (Blue Mountains—Minister for and through today to provide help to householders
Energy, Minister for Tourism, Minister for and businesses affected by the wild weather. The
Corrective  Services, Minister for Emergencyvast majority of emergency workers involved in the
Services, and Minister Assisting the Premier on theperation are volunteers. | believe our volunteer
Arts) [2.15 p.m.]: At this time yesterday | informed emergency workers are the best of any in the world.
the House of damage to the lower Hunter ValleyTheir work for the community comes at enormous
caused by gale-force winds that swept through thpersonal cost, and | congratulate them on their hard
area early yesterday. Unfortunately the situation hasork and success over the past 36 hours.
deteriorated considerably since then. As honourable
members will no doubt be aware, the cold snap, Numerous families have been left with
high winds and flooding have already claimed onelamaged homes and property as a result of the
life. 1 must urge people across the State to be asind, rain, snow and flooding around the State.
careful as possible should they encounter floodingSpecial assistance is available through our existing
high winds and damaged power lines in many areasatural disaster relief arrangements for those who

have suffered personal hardship and distress. People

The State Emergency Service reports thatvishing to apply for help under those arrangements
across the State more than 2,000 requests fehould contact their local office of the Department
assistance have been received, almost 1,800 of Community Services. The outlook for the next 24
which were received from the Hunter Valley, with hours is hopeful. The rain and flooding is expected
the worst affected areas being Lake Macquarigp ease, although the SES warns that the possibility
Maitland, Newcastle and Port Stephens. Local SESf high winds and damage will remain until late
units are being supported by teams from as far awapnight. Let me again stress that all householders,
as Coffs Harbour, with a total of 1,200 volunteersmotorists and particularly children throughout the
involved. Some clean-up operations will requireState should be asked to take the utmost care in
cranes, cherry pickers and specialist crews. those dangerous and uncertain conditions.

The Volunteer Rescue Association at Cessnock  Mr COCHRAN (Monaro) [2.20 p.m.]: The
has received 95 calls, and the New South Wales Fit@pposition joins with the Government to again
Brigades report more than 150 calls to incidentgxtend thanks and best wishes to the members of the
caused by the major storms, including roofs offState Emergency Services and other emergency
houses and house fires in the Newcastle area. Tiservices, including police, fire brigade and volunteer
Blue Mountains SES has received 300 calls forescue associations, who have been involved in
assistance, and five response crews from westegperations during the past 48 hours because of
Sydney have been sent to help local operators. Sextreme weather conditions and heavy snowfalls to a
properties have sustained major damage and threede area of New South Wales that have caused
homes have been evacuated. Other teams in tleensiderable inconvenience to many members of the
Sydney region remain on standby. One hundred sucommunity.
calls in Sydney and 55 calls in the lllawarra have
been received. If it were not for the instinctive reaction and

sound training of the emergency services, solutions

The high winds of the past day have broughto many of the problems caused by the extreme
down numerous power lines with 8,500 customers iconditions would not be so immediate. In many
Sydney, Newcastle and the lllawarra still withoutareas the loss of power has caused considerable
power. The electricity demand across the Statdiscomfort, particularly to the elderly. | pay special
reached record levels at six o'clock last night. Othetribute to the maintenance gangs that respond
parts of the State are affected by flooding. Theguickly to calls for assistance from the elderly to
Namoi River at Gunnedah has broken its banks aneplace fuses, powerlines and power poles, and cut
is causing widespread flooding of rural properties. Adown dangerous trees. Plans are formulated in
number of roads have been cut and properties haaslvance to meet such contingencies; people are
been isolated. The Belubula River at Canowindra imgiven specialised training with specialised equipment
the central west is expected to reach its peak ab attack such problems.
about now. Land-holders have been advised to move
machinery and stock to higher ground. Again, roads | warn untrained people to be extremely
in the area have been cut. careful when they come across downed powerlines;
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they are often the cause of considerable injury and, Ryde Hospital

of course, death. | have no doubt that members

representing the electorates of Maitland, Coffs Petition praying that Ryde Hospital and its

Harbour and Myall Lakes and other electorates thaervices be retained, received fravir Tink .

have been affected by the wild storms of the past 24

hours will have been in constant contact with local Land Tax

emergency services. And | am sure that, just as |

have, they have been kept constantly aware by those Petition praying that land tax on the family

services of what is happening in their electorateshome be repealed and that the land tax threshold on

Honourable members have no doubt heard of thvestment properties be doubled from $160,000 to

tragic loss of a lady in flooded waters at Crookwell:$320,000, received frorvirs Skinner.

a fair warning to all people travelling in rural New

South Wales during extreme weather conditions to Sale of Knives and Extended Police Powers

be careful when trying to negotiate flooded creeks

and waterways. The powers of nature can be potent Petitions praying that the sale of knives for

and people must be forever vigilant. unlawful purposes be prohibited and that police be

given additional powers to search for illegal

Ironically, however, there is one upside to theweapons, to question people in public places, and to

recent weather conditions: the Snowy River is indisperse persons loitering or assembled in a public

flood—something that has not been witnessed foplace, received fronMs Ficarra andMr Glachan.

many years. Only a matter of weeks ago when in

Dalgety | saw the Snowy River trickling through a Surry Hills Area Policing

100 millimetre pipe. The river is now in flood and

no doubt regenerating the ecology of the region. We Petition praying that police foot patrol numbers

should all take some time to give some thought tin the Surry Hills area be increased and that a

the families of emergency service workers, who waipermanent police van be located in the Taylor

at home while their loved ones are out givingSquare area, received frokis Moore.

support in hazardous and often life-threatening

conditions. | am reminded of a story told to me not Tresco House Conservation

long ago: in May 1946 a train conveying soldiers

who had returned from the Second World War was Petition praying that, because of the important

blocked by four feet of snow between Queanbeyaheritage and historic value of Tresco House, the

and Cooma. Weather conditions have changeiditerim conservation order on the property, covering

dramatically since that time. | join with the Minister the house and grounds, be made permanent, received

to extend thanks to emergency service workers.  from Ms Moore.

PETITIONS Affordable Public Housing

Governor of New South Wales Petition praying that proposed changes to the

Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement be

Petitions praying that the office of Governor ofabandoned, that the provision of affordable public

New South Wales not be downgraded, and that thieousing for low to moderate income groups remain

role, duties and future of the office be determinedx priority, and that additional resources be allocated

by a referendum, received froivir Blackmore, Mr  to expand the public housing system, received from
Brogden, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Collins, Mr Ms Moore.

Debnam, Mr Ellis, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr

Hartcher, Dr Kernohan, Mr Kinross, Mr Port Macquarie Area Mining
MacCarthy, Mr Merton, Mr O'Doherty, Mr
O'Farrell, Mr Phillips, Mr Photios, Mr Petition praying that mining operations south
Richardson, Mr Rozzoli, Mr Schipp, Mr Schultz,  of Port Macquarie near Lake Innes be discontinued,
Ms Seaton, Mr Smith, Mrs StoneandMr Tink . received fromMr Oakeshott.
Israel Heroin Addicts Program Local Government Policy Formulation
Petition praying that the heroin addicts Petition praying that the Local Government

program in Israel be evaluated with a view toAct be amended to prohibit local councils from
establishing a similar program in all States ofusing closed workshops to develop policies, received
Australia, received fronMr Oakeshott. from Mr Oakeshott.
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON VICTIMS planning and design costs. The Opposition's lead
COMPENSATION question without notice today is the same as an

Opposition question upon notice iQuestions and

Reports Answers The Leader of the Opposition is wasting

the time of the House. When the coalition was in
Mr Stewart, as Chairman, tabled the government it did absolutely nothing about transport
following reports: in western Sydney.

The Collection of Restitution From Convicted Offenders, dated The Leader of the Opposition has the gall to

June 1998. ask me this question. Let us talk about what he did.
Complaint by the Walsh Family concerning Rakus Solicitors,Dum_'lg the seven years he was a Minister, InCIU_dmg
dated June 1998, the time he was Treasurer, how much money did he
allocate to transport in western Sydney? Absolutely

Ordered to be printed. nothing. Did the coalition Government show any
concern by allocating funding to western Sydney? In

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 1989 the coalition Government said that the way to

provide transport in western Sydney was to set up a
corridor and call it regional environmental plan 18.
It simply drew a line on a map and said that western
LIVERPOOL TO PARRAMATTA BUS Sydney public transport could go to hell. This
TRANSITWAY Government will proceed with a Liverpool to
Parramatta transitway for the people of western

Mr COLLINS: | address my question to the SYdney.
Minister for Transport. Has former ministerial
adviser Greg Sutherland warned that the report b&‘

PPK consultants on the Liverpool to Parramatta bu at as a result 9f the announcement f|nal!y to
transitway had "serious shortcomings” usecproceed with the Liverpool to Parramatta transitway

"rubbery figures" and did not accord with publicly the _Government IS undertaklng de_talled cos’qngs
available costs on an existing transitway project}ﬁe'atlng to the construction, what will be acquired

What guarantee can the Minister give that the co%lnd tl:?le ﬁroposlf d rOl}Itet.hIn the near futuret I go?e_l tz
of this project will not blow out past the $100 € able 1o make a urther announcement. Letale

- : consultation, costings and planning assessments have
million price tag he has quoted? ' : .
P 9 d yet to be undertaken, but the transitway will be
built. If the coalition gets elected next election, | can
romise that the transitway will not be built. This

The Leader of the Opposition should know

Mr SCULLY: PPK consultants was selected
Ey abtlen(tier Process, ?n? I zm ‘t?O”f'dg”_t thatD't .W'I overnment will proceed with the project. Next time
e o e Leader of e Oppoiion s reqestons

' A fore h k tion.

for transport attended, the Hon. I. Cohen and othersnd nswerdefore he asks a question
expressed concern that PPK consultants was alleged Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
to have a bias in relat|0r! to light rail. 1 gave an e for Ku-ring-gai to order.
assurance that | was confident that PPK consultants

would give impartial, objective advice. | decided to  ~\E NATION PARTY IMPACT ON JOBS
proceed with a mass transit system based on a bus

system because | thought that the appropriate way to Mr NAGLE: | direct my question without
bu'_ld up a_tra_nsport system_ in West_ern SyOIneynotice to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and
which may justify investment in light rail or heavy \jinister for Ethnic Affairs. What is the latest
rail at a later stage, bUt_l did not preclude & nformation available on the impact of the One
possibility of adding light rail or heavy rail at a later Nation Party on jobs in New South Wales?
time.
N Mr CARR: | note, in parentheses, the

The Leader of the Opposition should readesignation of a man of great principle—Dr Peter

Questions and Answersf he did, he would know \wong, from the Liberal Party of New South

that either the shadow minister for transport or thQ/\/a|es_in protest at the party's failure to Speak out
shadow minister for roads asked me a question oggainst One Nation.

notice about the cost of the Liverpool to Parramatta

transitway. The shadow minister should know that Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
the estimated cost of $100 million is for COﬂStI’UCtiOI’}‘nember for Northcott to order. | call the honourable
of the roadway. There will be additional acquisition,member for Northcott to order for the second time.
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Mr CARR: Dr Wong is a principled leader of Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
the ethnic communities in New South Wales and isnember for Coffs Harbour to order.
a former Chair of the Ethnic Schools Board.
Mr CARR: In the Hunter, Goninans employs
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable 600 people. It has a $200-million contract to
member for Northcott to order for the third time. refurbish trams in Hong Kong. There are jobs for
tradesmen in the Hunter and in Newcastle as a result
Mr CARR: | greatly respect Dr Wong. Today of that work. Given what is happening to the
| sent him a letter congratulating him on his decisiorAustralian dollar, Goninan's chances of picking up
to quit the Liberal Party in response to its lack ofnew contracts in Hong Kong are extremely good.
action on One Nation. The honourable member for Lane Cove interjects.
She has been distributing copies of page 2 from the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Sydney Morning HeraldOut it goes, a mischievous
member for Ermington to order. undermining of her leader! He is a good Leader of
the Opposition and | do not want to lose him for
Mr CARR: Overseas investment is helping toone moment! Let me return to overseas investment
win jobs for New South Wales. One Nation's policyin New South Wales and the jobs it is creating.
is to end foreign investment. The Department oHunter Screen employs 100 people in the Hunter
State and Regional Development has advised nmend exports mining products to China. What a
that over the past five years the Government harrific export-oriented performance!
secured 50,000 new jobs by actively pursuing
foreign investment in this State. That is 25 per cent Industrial Switch Gears employs 77 people in
of total employment growth in the same period. INewcastle and recently opened a factory in Vietnam.
tell the Leader of the Opposition once and for all:Do the members of the Opposition want to endanger
say that you will not trade city or country the outward looking success of good innovative
preferences with One Nation. As | have said in thiAustralian companies through the policies of One
Chamber on eight occasions now, the coalition'dlation? They are mad if they do. It means jobs in
procrastination on preference deals is givingNew South Wales. Manufacturing and mining are
legitimacy to One Nation. not the only industries involved. In 1997 more than
50,000 overseas students were studying in New
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable South Wales. TAFE New South Wales and
member for Vaucluse to order. | call the honourablggovernment secondary schools received nearly $15
member for Vaucluse to order for the second time. million in revenue from fee-paying overseas
students. The Government will continue to make
Mr CARR: | want this State to continue to them welcome. It means income, and building
enjoy a first-class reputation when it comes taelationships with countries of east Asia will
attracting foreign investment that generates jobs iproduce further benefits for New South Wales in the

New South Wales. long run.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of Sydney is having great success in persuading
the Opposition to order. international companies to establish regional

headquarters. We are beating the other States hands

Mr CARR: | use as an example the coalminesdown. To be fair to the regional centres of Australia,
in the central west. Baalbone, Clarence, Springval&§ydney, the international centre of Australia, should
Ulan and Western Main Mines are all part-owned byconsider redirecting investment to some of the
Japanese and Korean companies, and there are 5,50@lying States—like Victoria! It is estimated that by
jobs as a result. We want those jobs. The minin@002 the Government's regional headquarters
industry and mining communities, the honourablgorogram will have brought in $600 million and more
member for Bathurst and the union want those jobghan 4,100 new jobs to the State. The Department of
Overseas investment in the coal industry in NewState and Regional Development is receiving
South Wales constitutes 38 per cent of alinquiries at the rate of 100 a month from potential
investment in the industry. | am advised by thenternational investors.
Minister for Mineral Resources that this week he
met a Japanese delegation that is visiting New South ~ Mr Smith: What about our sawmills?
Wales to look at investment opportunities in the
Gunnedah basin. We want to send to these potential Mr CARR: Sawmills, he says! Another great
investors the message that their money and the jolssiccess! In Lithgow last week 20 new jobs were
that result from that investment are welcome in thicreated, as well as in Lismore, and the Government
State. assisted with $1 million through the forestry
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package. It was a terrific breakthrough, a great winquestions without notice. | will permit him to
Other overseas companies investing in this Statephrase his question.

include Oracle, the world's second largest

information technology company, which is coming MENINGOCOCCAL DISEASE

to Sydney. Johnson and Johnson is setting up an

$18.9 million biomedical research centre, a great Mr PRICE: My question without notice is to
future industry. Phillips will locate its world the Deputy Premier, Minister for Health, and
headquarters for traffic control systems in Sydney'Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. What is the latest
west—I| was out there recently—and export theénformation available on the meningococcal disease
systems to Korea, China and around the region.  in New South Wales?

Mr Armstrong: Phillips-speak! Dr REFSHAUGE: Last week a young baby
in New South Wales died from suspected
Mr CARR: It is good because it means jobs.meningococcal disease. That tragedy highlights the
Can't the Leader of the National Party get it into himeed for people to be aware of the symptoms of this
head? He says he favours English as the officialisease, particularly as we enter the peak season for
language of New South Wales, but he cannomeningococcal infection. At any one time a small
understand it. This is all positive news; it meangroportion of the population carries the
jobs. The Leader of the National Party is coming outmeningococcus bacteria without symptoms or illness.
with some terrific policies. He intends to punch anOthers, when they come into contact with the
autobahn through the Blue Mountains, he intends tbacteria, can become ill. Transmission from person
turn the Clarence River west and, not intimidated byo person is via droplets or discharges from the nose
criticism, he believes that English should be theor throat of a carrier. Risk behaviour includes close
language of New South Wales! Forget all thiscontact such as kissing, sharing food and drink, and
backbench mumbling in Gaelic, forget the interofficecoughing. Meningococcus cannot be spread through
memos in Aramaic. He said it will be English from touch, through sharing the same table or chair, or by
now on; he will not accept second best. The finafood handling. The incubation period is usually three
example is foreign investment—the béte noire ofo four days, but sometimes lasts as long as 10 days.
One Nation—by Germany's Deutsche Bank. OveBymptoms may include the sudden onset of fever,
four years it will bring 500 jobs to New South headache, stiff neck, nausea, weakness, drowsiness
Wales. Again | appeal to the Leader of theand a distinctive rash. Early intervention is crucial in
Opposition to say "No" to One Nation on behalf ofavoiding serious complications and possible death.
the Opposition.
My message to parents and families is clear:
Mr SPEAKER: Order! 1 call the honourable they should be able to recognise the early symptoms
member for Vaucluse to order for the third time. and, if they do, seek medical attention immediately.
In most cases the infection is treated effectively with
Mr CARR: Stop prevaricating, stop hesitatingantibiotics. This rare disease can be fatal if not
and give a firm "No" to One Nation, so that togethertreated quickly. Complications can include nerve
the long-term Government and the long-terrdamage and, rarely, gangrene and amputation of
Opposition can send a positive message to potentilinbs, fingers or toes. We can protect our families
foreign investors about the great State of New Soutand our community by being alert and taking

Wales. appropriate  and immediate action. Cases of
meningococcal disease generally increase each year

LIVERPOOL TO PARRAMATTA in late winter and early spring. Young children and

TRANSITWAY young adults are particularly at risk, although

persons of any age can be infected. Those who are
Mr PHOTIOS: My question without notice is in close contact with those suffering from the
directed to the Minister for Transport, and Ministerdisease are also clearly at an increased risk of
for Roads. Why did the Minister award theinfection.
feasibility study on bus transitway to PPK
Consultants, ignoring confidential government advice In 1997 there were 222 cases of
about its serious shortcomings and that its associatmeningococcal disease reported in New South
McCormick Rankin, had a conflict of interest Wales, compared with 165 in 1996, 113 in 1995,
because it sold the transitway concept worldwide243 in 1994 and 153 in 1993. The moderate increase
How can the Minister guarantee an impartialin cases in 1997 is consistent with expected year-to-
feasibility study— year variations in the incidence of this disease.
However, there is some evidence that a new strain
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for of serogroup C meningococcus may have emerged
Ermington is aware of the standing orders relating tin Sydney in the last two to three years. Similar
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moderate increases in infections have been reportdith doctors and families remaining vigilant and
recently in other western countries. In 1998 in Newalert to symptoms, we can work together to prevent
South Wales 56 meningococcal cases have bede spread of this disease and avoid needless
reported so far. We note though that numbers dfagedy.

reported cases by month onset increased
significantly in July last year. LIVERPOOL TO PARRAMATTA

TRANSITWAY

This is consistent with an increase in _ ) ) o
meningococcal disease which is generally anticipated ~ Mr PHOTIOS: My question without notice is
in late winter and early spring. In New South Wale irected to the Minister for Transport, and Minister

in 1997 the number of reported cases increased froffi” .R_Qads. Why did the M|n|slter award_ the
16 in June to 34 in July and 32 in August. PuL.,”Cfeasmlhty study on the Gove.rnme.nts bus tra}nsn way
health units use local newsletters to remind doctor PPK cogs_ultan;s, 'gnoring cc;]nﬁdenn_al
in their areas of the importance of early treatment o overnme.nt advice a out its serious s c_:rtcomlngs
nd that its associate, McCormick Rankin, had a

the disease. That process reminds doctord flict of int = H the Minist t
everywhere to heighten their suspicion for casesc,on ict ot interests Fow can the Minister guarantee
an impartial feasibility study when the former

notify suspected cases to the public health unit by, . . ! ; :
fy P P X/Imlster ruled out the firm because it had a conflict

phone, treat suspected cases with penicillin evecr)1]c interest?
before the case is transferred to hospital and take '

cultures from suspected cases. | assure the Mr SCULLY: What a wet lettuce! For the

community that New South Wales Health is tal('ngbeneﬁt of the Opposition | will tell the House why

appropriate actlon_to inform the public abo_ut thethe Government is building the Liverpool-Parramatta
onset of the meningococcal season and will tak

. . : . _ ) ?ransitway. Members of the Opposition do not know
immediate and swift action to contain any poss'bl%vhere that part of Sydney is
meningococcal cluster identified in the State. '
) ) ) o Mr SPEAKER: | call the honourable member
That important process includes identifying of¢,. pittwater to order.
close contacts; ensuring that those contacts are given
comprehensive information and are offered Mr SCULLY: | will send them a copy of

preventative treatment where appropriategregory's Street Directonyand show them how to

encouraging contacts and the public to seelet to Liverpool. The fact is that if members of the
immediate medical advice if they experience anyopnosition had any knowledge of that part of
symptoms of meningococcal disease; undertaking Sydney they would know that in the last 18 to 20
comprehensive media awareness strategy; advisifgars there has been massive growth in the

local health authorities, doctors and hospitals in thgjverpool and Parramatta area. Literally thousands
affected region; working with the local health of homes and jobs—

authorities in other States where appropriate;
ensuring that the public are given contact details so  Mr O'Farrell: On a point of order. The
that they can seek advice or information from locabuestion did not relate to what is happening in the
health units; and working with laboratories towest. It related to a tender process.
identify common strains of this bacteria to help to
identify common links. Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is
involved.

It is the importance of early intervention that
the Government is stressing to families and doctors Mr SCULLY: In the Liverpool-Parramatta
today. Early treatment is critical in controlling the corridor there are thousands of new dwellings, one
meningococcal disease and preventing its spreadf the largest industrial estates in Australia, and
The Government is taking action to ensure thascores of schools and places of leisure. But the area
doctors across New South Wales renew their effortdoes not have the substantive public transport that
to recognise possible symptoms of the diseasshould have followed that massive development.
Doctors are strongly advised to treat suspected cases
immediately, even before they go to hospital, with Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
antibiotic injections. It is important that any parentmember for North Shore to order.
whose child has a sudden onset of fever, combined
with a headache, a stiff neck, a rash or drowsiness, ~Mr SCULLY: The coalition had seven years
should see their doctor immediately. Meningococcdio respond to that massive development, but did
cases can be expected to increase in coming weel@?solutely nothing.
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Mr Photios: On a point of order. My point of and the Minister should return to the substance of
order relates to Standing Order 138. My questiofhe question.

was specific. If it was good enough for the former

Minister to rule the company out on the grounds of Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of
probity, why was it not good enough for the presenihe Opposition claims that the Minister is not
Minister to do so? answering the question. In my view he is discussing

) _ the subject matter of the question in an appropriate
Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is yay.

involved. | call the honourable member for

Ermington to order for the second time. Mr SCULLY: The Government proposes to

_ . : put in place a bus transit system which will
Mr Glachan: On a point of order. From time dramatically encourage people to use public

to time the honourable member for Londonderry ansnort. The use of buses that are airconditioned,

quakes like a duck. | consider that to beyneelchair accessible, environmentally friendly and
unparliamentary.

with two- to five-minutes headway will lead to a
S . Orderl The h bi dramatic global shift in western Sydney from the use
Mr SPEAKER: rder! The honourable of cars to the use of public transport. The

rr|1emllt)er tf?rz Albtgry hafsthaskhed me btlo look bmogeGovernment's objective of clearing the air in western
Eos((jayg elac'lllotnskoth f dor_10ura € member 0éydney, an objective which requires a dramatic shift
ondonderry. 1 will take that advice. to public transport and a huge reduction in air

) ._pollution, will be achieved in part by this initiative.
Mr SCULLY: There has been a dramauo.rhe coalition should be getting behind the

development in the Liverpool-Fairfield area OfGovernment instead of nitpicking about PPK
western Sydney—perhaps the fastest growing area g

: onsultants.
the country, let alone in the State. In the seven years
during which the coalition was in office the area
certainly did not have the substantive and significan .
public transport infrastructure that was necessary t e Leader of the Opposition, | have absolute

accompany that development. To improve theconﬂdence in that firm providing to me impartial

quality of air in western Sydney the Government iSand objective advice on the Liverpool-Parramatta
ransitway. | was asked this question during the

trying to get people out of cars and onto publict _ ) ) .
transport. Members of the Opposition will listen to€Stimates committees hearing. What a joke that
this. They asked for a lecture and | will give themProce€ss was! Honourable members should have
one. One has to understand the background of thiard the questions put forward by the shadow
matter, but the Opposition is not interested in that. [fninister for transport. The Hon. I. Cohen asked me
is difficult for people in western Sydney to travel duéstions about this topic. | was asked questions
north-south across the rail lines. To travel north&Pout the PPK report because it is alleged that they
south they have to get into motor cars, and that i{82d concerns about light rail. The Opposition should
what the Government wants to avoid. That is why2SK questions _about _Ilg_ht ral_l. The Opposition ;hould
the Government proposes to build the Liverpool-aSK whether light rail is suitable for this particular

Parramatta transitway. The Opposition should stofansit corridor. It may be at some later stage, but

whingeing and whining about what the Governmenthe problem with light rail is that it provides a
is doing. solution in certain parts of Sydney—

As | said in answer to an earlier question from

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Mr Photios: On a point of order.
member for Georges River to order.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | remind the
Mr SCULLY: This should be a bipartisan honourable member for Ermington that on the last
issue. The Opposition should get behind thé&ccasion he took a point of order he was called to
Government and acknowledge for the first time inorder for the second time.
20 or 30 years—
Mr Photios: | well appreciate that and at great
Mr Phillips: On a point of order. You have personal risk | take this point of order. The Minister
asked members of the Opposition to make theiis giving the House a lecture on light rail and the
questions succinct. The question was succinct. Yowansitway, when my question—
have ruled time and again that you cannot direct a

Minister how to answer a question. However, the Mr SPEAKER: Order! What is the point of
answer must be relevant. The question was succingtder?
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Mr Photios: The point of order is relevance raised by the people of regional New South Wales
and the question was about the tender. regarding the continuation of their access to Sydney
(Kingsford-Smith) Airport arising from a number of
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Minister's proposals from the Federal Airports Corporation.
remarks are relevant to the question he was askeGne of those issues involved the operation of the
The member for Ermington will resume his seat.  slot system at the airport. They also included the
amount charged for access through landing fees.
Mr Photios: Will the Minister please address
the tender! In one week's time the Howard Government
will hand over control of the Sydney airport from
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable the Federal Airports Corporation, which is under the
member for Ermington to order for the third time. control of the Minister for Transport and Regional
Development, to the new Sydney Airports
Mr SCULLY: As the shadow minister for Corporation, which is under the supervision of the
transport would know, the concern about PPK arosMlinister for Finance and Administration. That move
because of an alleged lack of commitment to ligheind the behaviour of the management of the soon to
rail. Therefore, how dare they give me advice on thée corporatised and renamed FAC give plenty of
Liverpool-Parramatta transitway! Unfortunately forcause for concern to regional airlines and their
the shadow minister for transport the problem withpatrons in regional New South Wales. For some
some devotees of light rail is that they regard lightime the FAC management has been seeking
rail as a solution searching for a transport problem. increases in landing charges at the airport.
do not want the Liverpool-Parramatta transitway to
be the problem that light rail solves. The honourable These increases have been resisted by the
member for Ermington knows that, he heard it in theegional operators and the communities they serve. |
estimates committee hearing. | do not know whaam pleased to say that both the Minister for
PPK Consultants has done to warrant beingransport and Regional Development and | have
maligned and defamed in this House by thdaken a strong stand against any measure proposed
Opposition. It is a well-regarded, professional outfitty the FAC which could result in reduced services
that will provide impartial, independent advice onand access for regional New South Wales. In March
the Liverpool-Parramatta transitway. Honourabld met with the Federal Minister who is responsible
members should hear what Jeff Angel from thdor Sydney airport, at least for the next seven days,
Total Environment Centre said about the Liverpooland raised our concerns with him. The Hon. Mark
Parramatta transitway: Vaile is a reasonable man—

The Liverpool-Parramatta transitway is a strong glimmer of Ms Moore: No, he's not. He is terrible, he is a
hope that western Sydney may at last be getting the publidisgrace_
transport focus it deserves. . Thetransitway is the main sign

of a new public transport system for the chronically ill-served . ]
and polluted suburbs of the south-west. While there is a lo Mr SCULLY: He is a reasonable man who

more to do the Governments announcement means itdails from Taree. | have a good working rapport
transport plan for the next decade could at last be heading ith him. Mr Vaile acknowledged the concerns of
the right direction. regional airline patrons. He gave a commitment that
any final changes made by the FAC will have to be
with his authority. The airlines were principally
concerned with the proposal by the FAC to increase
the landing fee from the present $27 per aircraft.
The regional airlines were not against the FAC
) _ ~ charging more per landing but argued that it would
Mr NEILLY: My question without notice is pe more equitable for the charge to be calculated on
directed to the Minister for Transport, and Ministery per passenger basis. What has happened? While
for Roads. How will the Howard Governmentsthe FAC went some of the way to alleviating the
changes to Sydney airport affect regional airlines? concerns of regional airlines by extending the period
during which landing charges would not be
Mr SCULLY: The people of country and jncreased from three to four years, it proposed a flat
regional New South Wales must have guarantee@e per aircraft, not per passenger as had been
access to Sydney (Kingsford-Smith) Airport.requested by the airlines. A flat fee per aircraft will
Recently | referred a number of issues relating to thgiscriminate against regional operators, increase
operation of regional airline services to thecosts and ticket prices, and make services operated

Legislative Council's Standing Committee on Statet Sydney airport by regional operators more
Development. | did this in response to concerngnarginal.

| could not agree more.

REGIONAL AIRLINES ACCESS TO
SYDNEY (KINGSFORD-SMITH) AIRPORT
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Not surprisingly, many people in the bush are That is only a minor concession. If one airline
suspicious that that is exactly what the FAC isdrops out of a particular route there is no guarantee
trying to achieve and thereby to get rid of thethat another regional airline wishing to fly that
regional airlines. The FAC management has dongarticular route will be allocated that slot. As the
nothing to dispel that suspicion. Last week FAchonourable member for Tamworth has pointed out,
management advised the regional airlines that these discriminatory landing charges could price
proposes to introduce a flat fee of $140 per landingegional airlines out of the market. If one is not in
from October 1998. What an auspicious start for théhe paddock, ring fencing is not much good.
new Sydney Airports Corporation! The Federal . N
Government has not considered properly the  'h€ Opposition's response to the legitimate
implications of the FAC's discriminatory proposals.concems of the people of the bush to the impact of
The proposed increase in landing fees at Sydné creased Igrydmg fees is typically out of'touch. The
airport would result in a 410 per cent increase i hadow minister for transport has said that his

: litical colleague, Mark Vaile has wiped that from
landing charges. That means that ntry travellef® - ! . !
anding charges at means that country fravetle e floor. It is a shame Mark Vaile did not tell the

are being dlscrlmlnatec_j against compared .t(igAC. He should try telling the regional airlines, who
interstate travellers and international tourists. It is_. L9 .
till face the prospect of discriminatory landing

anothgr example of the_ Federal Government shor “harges under the proposals of the FAC, that their
changing regional constituents.

concerns have been wiped away.

They are not only being discriminated against The Federal Government must reassure the
by bearing an unfair burden with the increase in feeﬁeople of regional New South Wales that their
but they are receiving little benefit from the increaseregional airlines will continue to have access to
in revenue to the FAC. The upgrade of Sydneysyqney airport on equitable terms with other airport
(Kingsford-Smith) Airport by the FAC will do little ysers.” While the prospect of the Department of
to meet the infrastructure needS Of regional air”neq:inance in Canberra assuming responsibi”ty for the
Regional airline operations cause the least impachew Sydney Airports Corporation will do nothing to
the least noise and take the least terminal space allay the concerns and fears of regional New South
the airport. However, with the refocus of airportwales, at least the Federal Minister for Finance and
administration on the airport retail opportunitiesAdministration, the Hon. John Fahey, has some idea
there is a strong suspicion that the FAC wouldof the concerns of those in the bush. He or his
prefer regional airlines to disappear, thus enabling itolleague Mark Vaile needs to direct the FAC to
to maximise the number of potential retail customerdack off on its discriminatory proposal and abandon
using the terminals. If the Federal Government caany measures that threaten the viability of access to
achieve that objective, what does it mean folSydney airport.
regional New South Wales and urban Sydney? It
will mean more big jets getting more of the 80 slots GOULBURN BASE HOSPITAL ELECTIVE
per hour. ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

Such an approach would demonstrate Ms SEATON: My question is addressed to the

Government. Its much-heralded but more ofterPrthopaedic surgery been cancelled at Goulburn
lampooned aircraft noise sharing plan would be Basé Hospital for the past six weeks, with the
joke. The plan is currently based in part on smallefXception of one emergency case? How many
regional airlines using the airport. About a third ofPatients have been affected by this shutdown?

the 80 movements per hour are supposed to be

; : Dr REFSHAUGE: | do not have the
regional aircraft. If the Federal vernment wer . ) ; )
egional aircra e Federal Governme © eorthopaedlc operating list details of Goulburn Base

serious about the aircraft noise plan, why would i ' : .
. . - ospital with me at the moment, but | can point to a
let the FAC price the regional airlines out of the .
number of issues.

airport? That discrimination will have significant

effects on country New South Wales. In the Orana Mr Carr: What is the Federal Government
region about 150,000 people depend on DUbbﬂoing for health?

airport, predominantly for business travel. Any

increase in the cost of flying to Sydney will put in Dr REFSHAUGE: There is considerable

jeopardy economic opportunities for that region. Thenterest about the Federal Government's attitude to
Federal Minister for Transport has claimed that theealth.

interests of regional airlines are protected with the

slot system, arguing that 35 per cent of slots in the Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
allocation system are ring fenced for regionaimember for North Shore to order for the second
airlines. time.
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Dr REFSHAUGE: The member opposite who registered industry is well known. The Government
makes the most noise certainly has some interest las come to an agreement with the club industry
the Federal issues. The shadow minister for healtlhat will see $30 milion a year go towards
the honourable member for North Shore, said duringommunity projects. | have approved guidelines to
a radio interview that she does not know anythingllow larger registered clubs to claim a tax
about the details of Medicare. deduction for community projects. The guidelines

have been developed by the Government in

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable consultation with the Registered Clubs Association
member for Pittwater to order for the second time. and the Council of Social Service of New South

Wales, NCOSS. The effect of the guidelines is to

Dr REFSHAUGE: What can one expect from provide those registered clubs earning taxable poker
someone who admits to not knowing anything aboumachine gaming profits in excess of $1 million with
the details of Medicare? | can understand the tax deduction of a further 1.5 per cent, reducing
contribution of each and every Opposition membetheir tax to 24.75 per cent. Not only will larger
to the results of the opinion poll found at page 2 ofclubs benefit from reduced taxation, their donations
today's Sydney Morning Herald which has been will benefit the communities they serve.
circulated not only to Opposition members but to
Government members also. The Registered Clubs Association and NCOSS

will be working closely with the Government,

Mr O'Doherty: On a point of order. | refer individual clubs and community organisations to
you to Standing Order 138. The Minister has alreadgstablish the primary areas of need into which clubs'
admitted that he does not know the answer to thprofits can be best directed. The final decision as to
guestion— where and into which organisations the money is

channelled will remain with the board of directors of

Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is individual clubs. There will be no government
involved. The member for Ku-ring-gai will resume interference. Some examples of the areas identified
his seat. by the Registered Clubs Association and NCOSS

include family support, child care, aged-care

Dr REFSHAUGE: | will stand firm with my services, neighbourhood centre activities, youth
Liberal colleagues in Victoria, South Australia,facilities and employment advocacy and placement
Western Australia and Tasmania and my Liberaservices. Donations to junior and other non-
colleague in the Northern Territory, Minister for professional supporting teams will also be allowable
Health Denis Burke. as a deductions. The Registered Clubs Association

will soon advertise on a statewide basis in local and

Ms Seaton: On a point of order. The question regional media seeking funding submissions from
asked about public elective orthopaedic surgery inelevant community organisations.

Goulburn. | ask you to bring the Minister back to
the point of the question. As regards the second category, being
expenditure on other community development and

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of support, the Government, together with the
order. Registered Clubs Association and NCOSS, has

found it most expedient and efficient to define this

Dr REFSHAUGE: As Denis Burke says very category by way of exclusion rather than in a
clearly, John Howard can be honest or dishonest: taefinitive, inclusive way. As a guide, other
can be honest and say that he supports Medicare aodmmunity development and support expenditure
provide the funding, or he can be dishonest, as he gill be disallowed if it falls within the following
now, and say that he supports Medicare but nadreas. First, if it concerns professional or semi-

provide the funding. professional sporting bodies or persons when whole
or part of the expenditure is to be used for directly

REGISTERED CLUB COMMUNITY financing the professional or semi-professional
ORGANISATION FUNDING sporting activity, or if it concerns non-professional

sporting expenditure that is used to make monetary
Mr THOMPSON: | ask the Minister for payments to the sportspersons or persons directly
Gaming and Racing what the Government is doingarticipating in the sporting activity.
to help community organisations obtain funds from
registered clubs. Second, expenditure will be disallowed for
professional entertainers and entertainment provided
Mr FACE: The interest of the honourable for patrons of the club and used for the purpose of
member for Rockdale in community projects and thelirectly promoting activities associated with the
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commercial operation of the club. Third, expenditurgight to remove a non-performing judge. That is part
on operating a club's commercial activities anchf the Westminster system that can be traced back to
expenditure that is directly related to a club fulfillingthe Act of Settlement 1701. The provision was
its obligations under the requirements of its licenceyiginally enacted to prevent judges from being
and the various Acts and regulations that apply to itgijsmissed by the will of the Crown. That is the
commercial operations, for example, occupationgssential point to understand about the right of the
health and safety, will be disallowed. A minority of parliament. It is either the Parliament removing a
clubs have tried to gild the lily over a number of yon_performing judge, or the Executive, or the
years by claiming for capital expenditure on C|UbCrown, removing a non-performing judge. That is
facilities when the project was primarily commercialine choice. In 1986-87 judges expressed a view
in nature; non-members were excluded, or severely,, i Terry Sheahan's Judicial Officers Act. Judges
restricted from using the facility; or expenditure wasg,iq that they did not want the Judicial Commission
related directly to the upgrading or enhancement qf, pe aple to remove a judge; they wanted that to be
gaming facilities. determined by Parliament. That was the view of the

. . .. bench at that time.
The Government is assisting the hospitality

industry, which is in stark contrast to a letter written ;

by the Leader of the Opposition that | received in[lnterruptlon]
recent days. The Leader of the Opposition wrote to
Mr John Thorpe, a former president of the
Australian Hotels Association. Mr Thorpe
condemned the honourable member for Manly in n
uncertain terms. In fact, had his claims been made
a public forum, the member would probably hav

For the benefit of those honourable members
who are in a comatose state when Parliament is
sitting, the matter is being debated in the Legislative
ouncil. If the motion is passed in the upper House
Bmorrow it will come to the Legislative Assembly

. . ef r consideration. The Parliament has two Houses:

good reason for defamation action. The Leader g
NN . . the upper House and the lower House. The matter

the Opposition is in league in trying to defeat the

honourable member for Manly, as Mr Thorpe said tc\)NI” be debated in the upper House tomorrow. If the

a meeting. The Leader of the Opposition is rlo\ipper House carries the motion it will come to the

; Lo ; ower House for consideration. | assure the
trying to pre-empt the gaming inquiry by saying tha . :
he would allow 30 machines of any mixture in onourable member for Manly that the judge will

hotels then be able to address members in this place, just
' as he addressed members in the other place. Was it

Quite frankly, | would have to be as appalled€Ve' @n issue for one moment?
as anyone else as Mr Thorpe's parting words were, _ |
"Thank heavens for Pauline Hanson." That in itself ~ Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the
has to be a worry for those involved in the Opposition will remain silent. The Premier is giving

hospitality industry. Decisions regarding community? diréct answer to a straightforward question. The

development and supporting expenditure will alway&iouse will remain silent.

remain with the clubs' boards of directors, but there o o

are guidelines to give them a clear direction in Mr CARR: The Judicial Commission reports
making their decisions by identifying broadert© Parliament; Parliament considers the report—that

community priorities and the needs for the areas i the procedure in accordance with the Constitution
which their profits can be best directed. Act and the Judicial Officers Act. That is how it is
meant to work and that is how it is working.
CONDUCT OF JUSTICE VINCE BRUCE
Dr MACDONALD: | ask a supplementary
Dr MACDONALD: My question is directed question. Will the Premier therefore support the
to the Premier. What process and procedures dogftter being debated and dealt with by the
the Premier intend to put in place within thelegislative Assembly notwithstanding the resolution
Parliament, and particularly this House, to deal wittof the Legislative Council?
the report from the Judicial Commission concerning
complaints against Justice Bruce? Mr Clough: On a point of order. The
honourable member for Manly has asked a new
Mr CARR: Let it be understood that there is question, not a supplementary question.
no departure from what is the universally understood
procedure in the way the Parliament is dealing with Mr SPEAKER: Order! The question is in

the complaints against the said judge, nonerder. It arises from the answer given by the
whatsoever. First, Parliament has a long-establishgeremier.
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Mr CARR: The matter will come to this offer—but | can see that nothing will cheer them
House if the motion is carried in the upper House. after this morning's papers.

FOSTER CARERS The foster carers recruitment campaign
commences tomorrow, 25 June, and runs for the
Mrs BEAMER: My question is directed to the next three weeks. The campaign is being co-
Minister for Community Services, Minister for ordinated by the Department of Community
Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and Services—DOCS—in conjunction with the New
Minister for Women. What is the Government doingSouth Wales Foster Care Association and various
to encourage people to become foster carers non-government agencies. The special statewide
foster carer recruitment program involves targeted
Mrs LO PO" Honourable members should advertising in Sydney, suburban and regional
give bipartisan support to foster carers looking aftenewspapers, including selected ethnic and Aboriginal
children. In the most profound sense, to look aftepapers; advertising on radio station 2UE; a toll-free
children is to look after the future of our number to take inquiries from the public—which is
community. Some children, through no fault of theiralready running hot—and an information package.
own, cannot be cared for by their family. TheseThe package includes information about government
children need specialist attention so that they caservices and non-government agencies, and the New
grow up with the same opportunities as otheiSouth Wales Foster Care Association's video entitled
children. The Carr Government is committed to"What you need to know about fostering”.
ensuring that children who are away from their
family get the best possible care. Foster care—the  The department looks for people of good
best option for most of these children—givescharacter because it has to be sure that the children
troubled children a stable home, with the individualwill be in safe hands. Foster carers have to be
care and attention they deserve. willing to share their home with a child or a young
person who may have been through some hard
Mr SPEAKER: Order! If members want to times. Foster carers also have to be prepared to
engage in personal conversations they should do sdlow stringent scrutiny of their character. The
outside the Chamber. community expects to ensure the quality of foster
care for the sake of the vulnerable children. Foster
Mrs LO PO" There is an ongoing need for carers need to be realistic about what to expect. For
foster carers, but that need is currently acute becausgzample, they do not get a perfect child and they
of a national and statewide shortage. In response tiften have to let the child go back to his or her
a request from face-to-face workers who identifiedamily.
this need, | am pleased to announce that this
morning | launched a statewide foster carer Mr Souris: Isn't every child precious? What
recruitment campaign. | have been informed that thdo you mean they do not get a perfect child? You
campaign is already an outstanding success. Theve got to realise what you have just said.
New South Wales Foster Care Association is
overwhelmed by the flood of calls to a specified Mrs LO PO'" It can be hard for the carer and
toll-free number. Perhaps the best part of thehe foster child to say goodbye just when they have
campaign is what was partly made possible by agot attached to each other. | know that caring is a
anonymous donation by a generous foster carer.  big ask, but foster carers receive help and support;
they do not have to do it all on their own. Foster
A gentleman approached the department andarers tell me that fostering is not an easy task but a
offered to put $5,000 towards an advertisingewarding one. Foster carers can and do make a real
campaign on radio station 2UE to help recruit moraifference to a child's life and can improve a child's
carers. Starting tomorrow, the gentleman and thife chances. The statewide foster carer recruitment
department will run a series of advertisements ogampaign is aimed at finding more foster homes
radio station 2UE. That gentleman is not onlyacross New South Wales. The toll-free number is
selfless and generous but he is modest. As much 4800 015 550.
| would love to sing his praises to honourable
members, he insists on remaining anonymous and  Mr Souris: How about apologising to all the
prefers not to be publicly known for his generosityfoster kids around the State for what you just said?
and initiative—and | respect that wish. | thought
members of the Opposition would be cheered by this Mrs LO PO': | hope that the campaign will
story—as | was when | learned of this gentleman'sncourage more good people, who can open their
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hearts and their homes to care for our children andave been identified as wilderness. In any case, the
young people, to come forward as foster carers. Th@overnment—| am not sure about the alternative
Deputy Leader of the National Party is totally off government—has repeatedly stated that compulsory
his bike. | said that foster carers do not get perfecacquisition for wilderness will not occur.
children—but they often make them into perfect

children. The department does not guarantee a INLAND FISHING LICENCES
perfect child to foster carers. The department
certainly ensures that foster carers—the salt of the Supplementary Answer
earth—get all the support and care they need. |
commend the campaign to the House. Mr MARTIN: Further to my reply yesterday
to the honourable member for Myall Lakes with
NORTH EASTERN FORESTS regard to fishing licences, | advise that to date 191

COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL ASSESSMENT  out of 289 agents have signed up to sell freshwater
licences throughout the State, including areas along
Supplementary Answer the borders with the Australian Capital Territory,
Victoria and South Australia. Gold licences will be
Ms ALLAN: On 17 June the honourable sold by 191 agents, about 66 per cent of the total
member for Ballina asked me a question and | wisftumber of agents. On 1 July, when those agents
to provide additional information. Land-holders instart selling licences, they will donate the
the Walcha area were recently advised by th€éommission back to the trust fund for recreational
National Parks and Wildlife Service that land eitherfishing. | seek leave to table a complete list of the
owned or leased by them had been nominated f@old and non-gold licence agents, to which more
wilderness assessment. Government policy requirdéll be added as time goes by.
these assessments to be integrated with the upper
north-east and lower north-east comprehensive  Leave granted.
regional assessment processes, which must be

finalised prior to CRA negotiations. These Questions without notice concluded.
negotiations are expected to commence on 1
September. CONDUCT OF JUSTICE VINCE BRUCE

The assessment will include areas adjacent to ~ Dr MACDONALD: | seek leave to suspend
those nominated. As there are no compulsor?ta”ding and sessional orders to allow General
acquisitions nor declarations, without theBusiness Notice of Motion (General Notice) No. 135
landowner's explicit consent, the just termsstandingin my name to be debated forthwith.
legislation is not appropriate for use in those
circumstances. The above process is consistent with ~ Leave not granted.
the Wilderness Act, and the intent of the CRA and
regional forest assessment—RFA—processes to  PAUL MULLINS PRESS GALLERY
make a balanced land-use decision. Officers of the SILVER JUBILEE
National Parks and Wildlife Service have attended
public meetings and met representatives of the New ~ Mr CARR (Maroubra—Premier, Minister for
South Wales Farmers Association in relation to thighe Arts, and Minister for Ethnic Affairs), on behalf
matter. The service intends to maintain such conta® Mr Whelan [3.36 p.m.]: | move:
throughout the remainder of the assessment. , . .
Stakeholders' concerns centre around a perceivedThat- this House congratulates Paul Mullins for his 25 years

service to the New South Wales press gallery as political
impact on property values and the impact of roundsman for Channel 10.
potential activities on land identified as wilderness.
This motion is an unusual but deserved gesture by

While private property may be identified asthe Parliament. Paul Mullins' length of service
wilderness, it cannot be declared over freehold owould be unprecedented, particularly in modern
leasehold Crown land without the landowner'dimes. The fact that someone who started covering
explicit consent. Identified wilderness is not alwayshe State rounds when Sir Robert Askin was Premier
declared. These decisions will be made as part ¢¢ still here is worth thinking about. Paul's
the Government's RFA process and will take intgournalistic career began as a copy boy—I can boast
account appropriate land use decisions arising out ¢fat my journalistic career also began as a copy boy
this process. There is no need to utilise the power@n the Sun and later the Australian Financial
of the just terms legislation as none of these aredseview—
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Mrs Skinner: So did mine. person who can do so who as a contemporary of
Paul Mullins in the parliamentary press gallery in
Mr CARR: Yours did too? Therefore, there is 1973. | well recall those days in which there was a
some warmth in my reflection on Paul's careedifferent media culture and a different Parliament. In
beginnings. It has been said that journalism can leathose days Paul and | shared some memorable
anywhere, provided you leave it early enough. Pauhcidents. One of the more interesting incidents
opted not to leave journalism but to continue to beoccurred in the all-purpose room, which served as
wedded to what is a noble profession, one on whickthe press gallery. Members of the press would eat
the people of this State depend for the material othere and decide on the stories of the day. | am sure
which they make decisions about civics. He is at is entirely different today as each furiously
highly respected correspondent. What he brings tmdependent news organisation goes about its
bear on the great challenge of gathering informatiobusiness. In those days journalists would often
in this place, compressing it in the time available tayather over lunch.
him, and which Channel 10 reports—
| well recall an occasion on which a slightly
Mr Hazzard: Five seconds. intoxicated—wrong, heavily intoxicated—member of
Parliament entered the press gallery to take issue
Mr CARR: No, about 90 seconds—and withwith a journalist about a story he had written. That
those of us lucky enough to be interviewed giverjournalist was not Paul Mullins. Paul and | stood
five seconds each. This is a great challenge and nback to watch this spectacle: the then correspondent
one does it better. That reflects Paul's experience nfir the Australian was assailed by a member of this
only as a copy boy but as a reporter based ifParliament, who is no longer with us. Those
London. He was the Australian Broadcastingnteresting and colourful days make up the rich
Corporation's State political reporter until 1976 tapestry of New South Wales politics that has been
when he joined Channel 10 and he has been thecarefully, meticulously and objectively chronicled by
ever since. He was honoured by his peers with the New South Wales parliamentary press gallery.
Logie award for the best news documentary in
1977—which was about the Katingal maximum When | met Paul he was working for
security prison—and the New South Wales ThorrAustralian Broadcasting Corporation's television
award for the same piece. He won the nationahews and | was working forThis Day Tonight
award with Ken Burslem in the early 1980s for awhich was the flagship program for ABC public
news report on the Woodward drugs royalaffairs. | am sure that the situation in the ABC is

commission. entirely different these days, but in those days there
was a lot of tension between the news and public
Paul Mullins knows the stuff of which State affairs organisations. Indeed, | can recall one

politics is largely comprised. He is a formerincident when both Paul and | were working in the
President of the New South Wales Parliamentarpress gallery, and | cannot blame him for what
Press Gallery. Political leaders cannot do their jobkappened. During the constitutional turmoil in
unless there are good, professional, conscientiodovember 1975 | was between the two halves of
and basically fair people in the press gallery, such adyde Park when the then Prime Minister Gough
Paul Mullins, doing their jobs. This is an Whitlam was addressing a large gathering. An
opportunity for honourable members to congratulatergent message came over the radio for a news car
him on his journalistic prowess. However, it is notin the vicinity of Hyde Park to report in, which |
only that for which he is noted. It is worth recordingduly did. When it was discovered that a public
that between 1965 and 1971 he played rugby leaguwsfairs crew was on hand we were told that the story
for North Sydney. North Sydney currently enjoys thewas unnecessary and we could proceed on our way.
favour of both sides of the House, as a recent
decision made very clear. Congratulations to Paul | am sure that news gathering has improved
Mullins for a job well done. To sustain one's interessince then and that the rivalries that existed no
in this Parliament, its proceedings and the politicsonger exist. Paul and | never felt such rivalries;
that emanate from it for 25 years is a considerabléhey never divided us. Mullows, as he is
achievement, and not one that too many of us couldffectionately known in the press gallery and in the
emulate. Parliament, will leave an indelible mark and an
unprecedented term on the Parliament. He had the
Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the advantage of working mostly on a one-hour
Opposition) [3.38 p.m.]: | join the Premier in television news program. That meant there was more
saluting Paul Mullins for his service to this coverage of State political stories, and members of
Parliament over a quarter of a century. | am the onlyhis House should be extremely conscious and
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protective of that as they fight against globalMullins learnt to love sport. As the Premier said,
competition, which the modern media represents, fdPaul played rugby league for North Sydney. Paul is
available air time. Honourable members run the risla good friend of the current public relations manager
of the New South Wales Parliament being reducedt North Sydney, who has advised me that Paul
to little more than municipal politics unless they areplayed 20 second grade games for the Bears.
vigilant about protecting the sovereignty of theHowever, Paul may not see one of his ambitions
Parliament on behalf of the people of New SoutHulfilled, that is, that the Bears will win the rugby
Wales. league final one day. As Mullows was such a good
player, scoring a few tries and kicking many goals,
Paul Mullins has carried out his job with goodit has been suggested that he should put his boots on
humour at all times. Indeed, | have been reliablyand rejoin the Bears to help them win the final. | am
informed about an incident that occurred when hesure Mullows will be cheering a new Bears team as
was accompanying the Premier and a delegation amresult of a Federal-State initiative.
a trip to Lebanon in 1997. Apparently, on that
occasion he enjoyed the legendary Lebanese | note the presence in the Chamber of the
hospitality so much that he did not realise that ondonourable member for Hawkesbury. The
local custom is to serve Scotch whiskey in lieu ofhonourable member and the Minister for Gaming
table wine. The consumption of Scotch whiskey oveand Racing were here when Paul joined the press
a successful dinner while building relations betweemgallery in 1973. New South Wales has had eight
New South Wales and Lebanon took its toll on PauPremiers during the 25 years Paul has been in the
and halfway through the meal he excused himself tpress gallery. Paul is part of the political folklore of
go to the rest rooms. He nearly caused a diplomatidew South Wales. When | entered Parliament the
incident when he fainted on the way to the respress gallery was dominated by men, including John
rooms. Paul Mullins will be remembered more forO'Hara, Dennis Ringrose, Stephen Gibbs from Radio
doing his job fairly and with a great sense of2UE, Ken Hooper and David Jones, to name a few.
humour and common decency. He has made la those days the offices of members of the press
tremendous impression on all members ofjallery, which was secretive, were located in a
Parliament and on the people of New South Walegifferent part of the building. Current members of
whom he has served so well for a quarter of dhe press gallery might like to see a return to the
century. glory days when the press gallery had its own butler.

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) Communications have improved greatly over
[3.43 p.m.]: | join with the Premier and the Leaderthe past 20 years. Channel 10 and Mullows were the
of the Opposition in congratulating Paul Mullins onfirst to use direct cross and live-eye television.
achieving 25 years of sterling service to the NewDuring the time | have been in Parliament | have
South Wales parliamentary press gallery. Todagnjoyed joining Paul for a drink and to watch
marks a milestone in the New South Walessporting events. Most of all, | have enjoyed Paul's
Parliament. | am sure all honourable members wouldrofessionalism as a journalist. Indeed, he was given
join with the Premier and others in congratulatingan award from his peers for a fantastic story about
Paul Mullins, or Mullows, on 25 years of reporting Katingal. That story showed the immediacy of Paul
the State's political history. The word "sir" meansto get to the heart of Katingal and to portray it as a
different things to different people. When Paulterrible place. That television report lives in the
Mullins says "sir" to members of Parliament,memories of governments. To some extent the story
whether Ministers, backbenchers or Oppositionwas instrumental in the decision to close Katingal.
members, at press conferences it is time to end theaul, thank you for your great work over the past 25
press conference. Paul has said, "Thank you sigears, which | am sure will continue. Best wishes
many times. | am sure that Paul has given wellfor the future. | am sure you will retain the same
meaning advice to all honourable members at sonm@rofessionalism you have exhibited over the past 25
stage. Paul Mullins has many idiosyncratic featuresgiears. Congratulations and thank you for being fair
He has done well for a boy who attended Northin your quality reporting.

Sydney Demonstration School and Crows Nest Boys'
High School. Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the
National Party) [3.47 p.m.]: No-one who has spent

Mr Brogden: There is nothing wrong with 25 years in this place deserves to be congratulated
that school. more than Paul Mullins. Indeed, people who have

been here for 25 years must be masochistic. No

Mr WHELAN: | agree that there is nothing doubt Paul Mullins' professionalism and his great
wrong with that school. At those schools Paullove for and pride in journalism have enabled him to
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work in the Parliament during the terms of eightfor the future in this place and do not want this to
Premiers, as the Leader of the House said. As thee regarded as a retirement speech because Paul's
average term of office of members in this place igprestige and professionalism is needed within the
about six years and seven months, 25 years equateedia. | hope he continues his work for many years.
to three generations of members of Parliament. Paul take this opportunity to wish him well in his
Mullins deserves every accolade bestowed on himursuits outside this place.
today. | am pleased to congratulate him on his
remarkable achievement of 25 years of continuous Mr CLOUGH (Bathurst) [3.51 p.m.]: | join
service in the New South Wales parliamentary pressith the other members of Parliament in paying
gallery. tribute to Paul Mullins. My tribute will be slightly
different because | am critical of the Leader of the
It is fair to say that in this day and age peopleHouse in his references to North Sydney Rugby
who spend 25 years in the same job must be fairlizeague Football Club. Paul Mullins did play second
special. That is a fair tribute in an age when there igrade for North Sydney and his loyalty is still with
much mobility in the workplace. As has been saidthat club. Loyalty for North Sydney football club is
Paul came to the Parliament as a reporter for tha deeply rooted faith. When | came to this place 22
ABC, when Sir Robin Askin was Premier. Paulyears ago in 1976, it had been 54 years since North
quickly learnt the ropes with the help of theSydney had won its last competition. | have been a
Premier's wily secretary, the late Allan Green, whonNorth Sydney supporter for 50 years and we have
| am sure the honourable member for Hawkesburmever won the competition! The team has done some
and the Minister for Gaming and Racing rememberstupid things in the last few seconds of football
Paul saw Premiers come and go. One of them wagmes and the best the club has been is runner-up.
the Hon. Tom Lewis, who was Premier in theNorth Sydney is the only football team worth
1970s. Tom Lewis remembers Paul very well forsupporting, and Paul's loyalty to that team drew us
something that he left in the pocket of Tom'stogether.
expensive tweed jacket whilst on a light plane trip to
the country. One might say, "Any pocket in an Another arena in which | was closely
emergency on a light plane trip!" Paul has earnedonnected with Paul Mullins was on the receiving
his stripes in the tough world of media and politics.end of his medium pace bowling in cricket games
He survived because of his professionalism, his kedmetween the Parliament and the press. Paul's bowling
news sense and his accuracy. skills were a little better than medium paced. He
used to bounce them into your ribs. | would describe
Paul is a natural gentleman and, of coursef as intriguing to open the batting against Paul
supports one of the great sports ofMullins because you knew there would be some
gentlemen—boxing. Paul has covered all the bidpruises before the innings was over, if it lasted. In
political stories that originated from the New Souththe many years that Paul captained the press cricket
Wales Parliament. His political commentary onteam, the games were interesting and keenly fought.
television and his weekly reports on radio stationThat typifies Paul's approach to sport. My first
2KY presents an accurate and well-informed view otontact with him was as a member of Parliament
this State's politics. For the past 20 years he hasith 10 days experience. The discussion at the time
been the Channel 10 reporter in this place and heoncerned the Port Botany coal loader. Some of the
has seen many changes in the Parliament and tlder members present will recall that the proposal
press gallery. No doubt he has shared secrets am@s to install a coal loader at Port Botany to assist
confidences, as good reporters do. In the yearsthe western coal fields.
have known Paul | doubt he has ever breached the
trust placed in him by people in high places, which During debate a division was called and as the
no doubt is one of the many reasons he is trusted bgovernment had a majority of only one, | got up to
politicians of every political hue and his peers fromwalk to the Opposition benches to oppose the
every professional outlet. motion. Neville Wran grabbed me by the elbow and
said, "Don't you do anything bloody stupid." That
Younger reporters could do much worse tharwas typical of the way Neville worked. After the
to observe the way Paul goes about his politicatlivision Paul approached me and said, "I'd like to
news gathering. They will soon recognise thainterview you concerning the Port Botany coal
contacts across the political spectrum are the mogiader. I'll ask you questions about so and so." |
important asset a reporter can obtain. On behalf afaid, "Okay." In the intervening period | prepared
the National Party | pay tribute to Paul Mullins. myself for this interview with the Channel 10
Often these speeches of recognition tend to be madeporter. This happened 22 years ago, so Paul has
in hindsight. | make it clear that we wish Paul wellbeen with Channel 10 for a fair while.
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He took me onto the front verandah and | wagproposal. We are still arguing about the location of
ready for the questions. The first question hadhe second Sydney airport, a subject that continues
nothing to do with what he told me he was going td0 raise the ire and passions of the community.
ask, and | was so surprised, it scared the pants off
me. | got my brain into gear and then | was able to As other speakers have indicated, Paul comes
answer appropriately. In his time in this place Paufrom the old school of journalists—which does not
has been an inspiration to the members of the pre§&akeé him in any way old—whose code of ethics

corps. Paul is not a has-been by any means. phd level of integrity | would commend to the

remains loyal to North Sydney and | doubt veryyounger membgr; of the press galle_ry as somethlng
of great value; it was valued by journalists, by

much that he could get those short-pitched deliveries

) ) . arliamentarians and by the community. There were
into the ribs these days. Then again, | COUIQ not .Sepertain unwritten codes about what was to be kept
them or play them! | congratulate Paul. He is a fmeC

N ; ) , onfidential and what was not, the standards of
person and a fine journalist. | value him as a f”e”qeporting that were acceptable and those that were
and have done for many years. not. When young journalists did the wrong thing
they received short shrift, not from parliamentarians
Mr ROZZOLI  (Hawkesbury) [3.56 p.m.]: | puyt from their editors or their editor-in-chief because
join with my colleagues in the House inof that code of ethics and that integrity. That
congratulating Paul Mullins on his 25 years servicgtandard has deserted not only the press gallery in
in this establishment and to welcome him to thatecent years; it has regrettably deserted almost all of
select group of what might be called quarto-the professions.
centenarians. My friend and colleague the Minister
for Gaming and Racing and | belong to that Paul has told me he is writing a book about
illustrious group, and now Paul has joined ushis years in the press gallery and his observations of
However, if we are to talk about people who haveState Parliament. It is well known to him that I,
displayed masochism by remaining in this place foflS0, am writing a book on the Parliament. It is not
25 years or more, we should include Russell Groveéd book of my reminiscences, but an academic work
the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. Russell hadn relation to the functions of Parliament. Paul and |

been here much longer than any of us. | do noteave granted one another reciprocal rights of

know quite what classification of masochism he falls'mervIeW to gather_ material .for our books, but we
intol actually have_ to find the t|m¢ to takg up th_ose
offers. We will get around to it some time during
. - . the next five or 10 years during our continuing
) My memories Qf Paul Mullins earlly days in service here. | congratulate Paul on his 25 years in
this place are similar to the memories of theys nress gallery. | do not think it is necessarily a
honourable member for Bathurst. One of the firSiyatter of masochism or a capacity for survival. This
major scoops that Paul worked on was thgs 5 great place to work. Those who work hard will
announcement in about August 1973 by formepe rewarded. | look forward to working with Paul
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam that there would befor some years to come.

an airport at Galston. That sensational news story

ran for quite a while. For those who do not have Motion agreed to.
any concept of what this place was like in those
days, no facilities were available for interviews. The BILL RETURNED

press gallery was a small room behind the present

press gallery and certainly no television interviews  The following bill was returned from the
were conducted in that room. Legislative Council without amendment:

. . . Thoroughbred Racing Board Amendment Bill
The pick of the spots for interviews had as a

backdrop what used to be the Speaker's garden, BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
which is now almost impossible to geographically
pinpoint. The foliage provided a pleasant Order of Business

background. If reporters wanted to conduct a top-

class story, they took you there. You had to dodge Motion by Mr Whelan agreed to:

the cars that dropped Ministers and other staff at

Parliament House. You took your life in your hands That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the
but th backd ) d it thwhil p |, resumption of the adjourned second reading debates of the
.u ) e ackdrop made It worthwnile. ?u Police Legislation Amendment (Protective Security Group)
interviewed me there on a number of occasions Bill and the Parliamentary Remuneration Amendment Bill at

during those stirring debates over the Galston airport this sitting.
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POLICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT up those it did not like; that acted more on its own
(PROTECTIVE SECURITY GROUP) BILL personal preference for organisations and individuals
rather than upon the needs of the community of
Second Reading New South Wales.
Debate resumed from 23 June. We have had the unfortunate example in recent

times of the Police Service monitoring telephone

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [4.02 p.m.]: | extension numbers of police officers in an attempt to
lead for the Opposition in this debate because thprevent the disclosure of information to journalists.
shadow minister for police is indisposed. TheThere has been no allegation of any breach of the
Opposition will not oppose the establishment of thdaw; there has been no allegation that the Listening
protective security group and welcomes the fact thdDevices Act has been breached. However, there has
it will be subject to guidelines and controls. Thebeen an allegation, not denied by the Commissioner
aspects that need to be clarified in relation to thabf Police, that internal monitoring systems have been
group have been raised by the Opposition oimnstalled in the police building in College Street,
previous occasions. They relate to the integrity oSydney. The system is designed to ensure that when
records and ensuring that the focus of the protectivealls are made to various journalists the relevant
security group—which is, of course, the old Speciatelephone extension numbers are recorded.
Branch under another name—will be to guard
against terrorist acts and acts of organised violence, = Mr Whelan: That is not correct.
to protect official visitors to New South Wales, and
to protect people in public office against politically Mr HARTCHER: It is correct, because the
motivated crimes of violence designed to intimidate€Commissioner, in the last paragraph of his
them and prevent them from carrying out the dutiestatement, admitted that internal monitoring systems
and functions of their office. were in place in the Police Service.

People in public office are no more important Mr Whelan: They have been since 1991 or
than other members of the community, but thel992.
nature of their office renders them liable to
organised violence or Vviolence targeted at Mr HARTCHER: The Minister says they
intimidation with a view to securing a certain have been in existence since 1991 or 1992. No-one
political or social result. It is important, therefore,is making this into a political issue. No-one is
that the Police Service should have the facilities anduggesting it is an Australian Labor Party plot
the community support to enable it to carry out thahgainst the people of New South Wales. The
aspect of its charter. The Opposition is pleased t@pposition is saying that it is an area of concern
note that internal audits will be conducted inthat needs to be looked at and monitored through the
accordance with various stipulations laid down inPolice Integrity Commission. The system is in place
the bill. It is essential that during the 2000 Olympicand, allegedly, has been used against journalists.
Games, when the security of the people of Sydne@ertainly Mr Goodsir and Mr Ogg believe it has
and of the Olympic Games will be paramount, therdbeen used. The Hon. M. J. Gallacher in another
should be a focused group within the Police Servicplace—who was a police officer for more than 16
able to prevent the entry into Australia of terroristsyears, has worked undercover, has been involved in
or people who wish to disrupt the games for theiinternal affairs issues, and has extensive links to
own political purposes. people throughout the Police Service—also believes

it is happening.

The tragic events that occurred during the
Olympic Games in Munich in 1972 remain fresh in During an estimates committee hearing the
our minds. On that occasion terrorists were able tMinister was asked if he would guarantee that the
highjack the Olympic Games to satisfy a politicalsystem is not being used against members of
agenda. However, one aspect that needs to Warliament. Those questions appear at pages 8 and
addressed is the protection of the public fronB0 of the transcript of the hearing. There is no more
unauthorised activities by the Police Service. Thiwital concern to members of this House than that
was borne out in the study into the former Speciathey have the right to speak freely to the citizens of
Branch which revealed that comprehensive files hablew South Wales. The Minister was not prepared to
been kept without authority and that Special Branclgive an undertaking or assurance to the estimates
had become a law unto itself. As the Minister forcommittee that that monitoring system is not being
Police said, they were the days of the gumshoased and would never be used to monitor calls from
brigade that simply suspected people and followetklephone extensions in the Police Service to
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members of Parliament. | make it clear there is ndinister's performance will be used in the credits for
allegation of illegality, but there is an allegation thatnext year's estimates committee hearings. The
calls may have been monitored. The Minister wa®arliament of New South Wales has every right to
asked the following question: be concerned that the protective security group does

not become another special branch.
Minister, will you give an undertaking to the Committee
indeed to the Parliament that telephone monitoring facilities Mr Whelan: Hear! Hear!
currently employed by the New South Wales Police Service

will not be used to identify the place of origin of telephone ) . "
calls made to police phone numbers ascribed to Members of Mr HARTCHER: The Minister says "Hear!

Parliament where it is believed they are made from within the-Hear!"
New South Wales Police Service.

Mr Whelan: | was wondering when you
The Minister declined to answer the question. intend to get back to the bill.

Mr Whelan: He asked the question during the Mr HARTCHER: My remarks are relevant to
wrong period. the bill because the protective security group will be
_ doing much the same job the special branch did: it
Mr HARTCHER: Let me turn to the right targeted people they did not like, people from the
period, which appears in the estimates committéft The Minister is from the left of the political
proof at page 30. The Hon. M. J. Gallacher agaigpectrum, or he is supposed to be. People like the
put questions to the Minister about the telephongyinister were targeted by special branch. Everyone
system. Again the Minister was not prepared 0 giVgnows that, and what happened is not right. People
the undertaking. The Hon. M. J. Gallacher asked: ghould be targeted because of the danger they pose
, _ because they have broken the law or threatened
-+~ | again hark back to the point on the use of telephongiiance to society. It is appropriate that the Police
facilities at the Police Headquarters to monitor the location . . . .
from where telephone calls are made inside the Police Servic§erV|ce’ under the L|Stenmg Devices Act, should
to outside sources. monitor telephone calls. However, it is not
appropriate that extension numbers at police
That question was put in the correct part of theheadquarters should be monitored when calls are
estimates committee hearing. What did the Ministemade to members of Parliament. The Commissioner
for Police do? He proceeded with the great skill heof Police is able to do that, and the Minister is not
has accumulated from his years as a lawyer, fromrepared to deny that the commissioner will use that
his years as Leader of the House and as a Ministéacility.
and a shadow minister to go off on a tangent.
Everyone admires the Minister's skill; he is very It is an extremely serious matter, and in a few
good at that. He is a role model for the ordinaryminutes time the Minister will have the opportunity
member of this House who wants to get out ofo give an undertaking to Parliament about it. |
answering difficult questions. Before members of th&now exactly what the Minister will say. He will say
new government go into the estimates committed# is an interesting question; he will thank the
hearings next year, | intend to play to my colleaguefonourable member for Gosford and other members
videos of the Minister's performance so they will allwho have contributed to the debate and say that
know how to avoid answering really curly questions.their views will be taken into account. Honourable
members are familiar with that, but they are a wake-
| ask the Minister now whether he will give an up to the Minister's tactics. If the Minister is not
assurance to Parliament that the Police Servicgrepared to give that assurance, the people, the
monitoring facilities will not be used to check Parliament, the media, and Mr Goodsir and Mr Ogg,
whether calls are being made to members oére entitled to assume that the Minister is prepared
Parliament. That is a simple question. That is all théo allow the commissioner to use that facility. That
Opposition is asking of the Minister at this time.would be a travesty of the parliamentary and
Surely it would not be beyond the resources of thelemocratic system.
Minister or the Commissioner to give that assurance.
In the estimates committee hearing the Minister used It is important to place those matters on
a mass of obfuscation to avoid answering questiongcord. It is important to acknowledge the role of
about the Police Integrity Commission Act. Whenthe Hon. M. J. Gallacher in raising them. He has an
things really got difficult the Minister asked whetheroutstanding record of service to the people of this
the committee wanted him to read the section, an8tate as a police officer. He has been commended
he then proceeded to read out the section of the Aédr his bravery, and for the conscientious way he
as part of his answer. That was really good! Thearried out his duties. He is a working class boy



POLICE LEGISLATION (PROTECTIVE SECURITY GROUP) BILL 24 June 1998 ASSEMBLY 64861

who came from the Mount Druitt housing She said it is a worry that the Government is
commission area. He left school early and puproviding additional resources to the PIC.

himself through university. He joined the police

force and the Liberal Party, and he is now an Mr Hartcher: It is the cost overruns.

excellent member of the Legislative Council. When

he raises issues of concern brought to him by  Mr WHELAN: It is not a cost overrun. This

members of the press gallery or by his friends anéfarliament gave the Police Integrity Commission
colleagues in the Police Service who think highly ofand the commissioner four additional tasks to
him, those matters should be taken seriously bperform which deal with serious misconduct and
Parliament. They are serious issues, and | looRerious criminality by police officers. The

forward to hearing what the Minister has to say inOQPposition voted in this Parliament to support the
reply. legislation that had been sponsored by the

Government that gave the Police Integrity
Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) Commission and commissioner those additional

[4.15 p.m.], in reply: | was tempted to take a pointl@Sks. The Government cannot give the Police
of order when the honourable member for Gosfordnt€grity Commission an additional work load and
was speaking on the grounds of relevance, but pot provide it with additional resources. When the
challenge has been issued and | like a challenge. §P@lition was in government it established an
is true that on 23 June | attended the estimate%umor'ty called the Child Protection Enforcement
committee hearing and it is true that | was asked égency.

series of questions. The Hon. M. J. Gallacher did

ask me: When the Labor Party came to government the

Child Protection Enforcement Agency had been
Will you give an undertaking to the Committee indeed to the€Stablished and had a charter. However, it had no
Parliament that telephone monitoring facilities currentlystaff, no premises and no-one working in it. The
employed by the New South Wales Police Service will not beGovernment cannot give the Police Integrity
used to identify the place of origin of telephone sall. Commission and the commissioner new work, which
] . ) _it has done by means of the legislation to which |
I answered him as directly as | possibly could. | saithaye referred, without providing additional staff and
In part. additional funding. | warn the Opposition that its
. _ mlan to wind back the financial and staff resources
The same telephone system existed 6% years ago. And it st he Poli | ity C .. il h di
exists today, there have been no changes to the system. ARI the Police Integrity Commission wi ave are
the same journalist who complains now is the same persofonsequences on the attempt to clean out the New
who was a journalist with former Commissioner Lauer andSouth Wales Police Service.

was his press secretary and worked under the existing regime,
the same and existing regime.

Yesterday the Hon. Virginia Chadwick laid

bare the coalition's intentions for the Police Integrity
He probably would have used the same telephong8,mmission. She was very critical of the

system and, indeed, the same telephone that existegy,ernment's allocation of a record budget of
at that time. | am pleased that the honourablgnost $13 million to the Police Integrity
member for Gosford mentioned the estimategommission. She was concerned that the PIC budget
committee hearing, because it revealed to me theaq increased by 15 per cent and that staff numbers
clear, unambiguous attempt by the Opposition Ndkad increased from 68 to 107. It saddens me to
only to discredit the Police Integrity Commission butrealise that is the coalition's position, but I am not
to ensure that it is wound down. | refer honourablesyrprised by it. Coalition members have continually
members to page 36 of the Committee transcriddpposed and tried to undermine police reform. They
where the Hon. Virginia Chadwick let the cat out ofconsistently and unfairly attack Commissioner Ryan
the bag about the future intention of the Oppositionand criticise the performance of the Police Integrity
A series of questions was asked alleging that theommission, and they voted against the
Government is spending too much money on thestablishment of the Royal Commission into the
Police Integrity Commission. | was asked why itsNew South Wales Police Service. The Government
staff numbers have increased from 67 to 107 andstablished the PIC in response to the key
why its budget has increased from $10.2 million taecommendations of Justice Wood.
$12.9 million in one year. On page 36 of the
transcript the Hon. Virginia Chadwick said: Not only does the PIC prevent, detect and
investigate serious police misconduct and
I understand all of that but it is a worry, is it not— criminality, it also deals with prosecutions and
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appeals arising from the investigations of the RoyaGovernment will withdraw those aspects from the
Commission into the New South Wales Policebill and introduce an appropriate amendment to the
Service. This year's record PIC budget also providgsrincipal Act. Accordingly, the Opposition does not
for the establishment of a telecommunication®ppose the bill.
interception facility and an independent audit of the
reform of the Police Service to make sure that Mr CRUICKSHANK (Murrumbidgee) [4.24
restructure and change are taking place. Unlike theem.]: | endorse the comments made by the
coalition, the Government is prepared to put ithonourable member for Gosford. However, | point
money where its mouth is, and is providing the PIGout that the Regulation Review Committee has
with the resources it needs to do its job properly anderious reservations about the way in which this bill
effectively. The Government will continue to give has been dealt with by the Parliament. From the
full and unequivocal support to the PIC. | reject thecommittee's point of view, there are certain matters
stance taken by the Opposition. Having said that, that should be questioned seriously. When | read the
thank Opposition members for their support for thebill | noted that, apart from making more
bill, to quote the words used by the honourablgostponements of the staged repeal of regulations,
member for Gosford. schedule 1.9 makes 40 amendments to the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.
Mr Cruickshank: He asked you a specific The amendments are said to be necessary to
guestion. facilitate the implementation of the integrated
development scheme introduced by the
Mr WHELAN: | have answered that specific Environmental Planning and Assessment
guestion, and | refer the honourable member to thAmendment Act 1997. It is proposed that the
third-last paragraph of page 8 of the proof of thescheme will commence on 1 July 1998.
estimates committee hearing. | read out the answer
so that members of the public may understand it. It The amendments are also said to be mainly
is clear that the New South Wales Opposition wantprocedural, but many of them contain regulation-
to wind the clock back so that corrupt police oncemaking powers. Schedule 1.9[40], for example, adds
again are able to go about their business in the New regulation-making power to impose obligations
South Wales Police Service. Shame on theelating to fire safety. If passed, that amendment will

Opposition! commence on the date of assent. At the same time
as these amendments to the Act are being dealt with,
Motion agreed to. the Regulation Review Committee is considering an

amendment to the environmental planning and
Bill read a second time and passed through assessment regulations which is also said to facilitate

remaining stages. the implementation of the integrated development
scheme. That amendment was published on 25 May

STATUTE LAW (MISCELLANEOUS 1998. Among other things, it inserts an entirely new
PROVISIONS) BILL part in the regulation, part 7B, concerning fire safety

and the building code of Australia. The amending

Second Reading regulation will commence at the same time as the
rest of the integrated development scheme on 1 July

Debate resumed from 17 June. 1998.
Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [4.23 p.m.]: It is The explanatory note for the regulation states

customary each year for the Parliament to pass ornbat its enabling power is section 157 of the Act.
or more statute law amendment bills. On theHowever, when the regulation was made there was
understanding that this bill deals only with minorcertainly no power to impose obligations on persons
and inconsequential matters that would not beegarding fire safety. That is only now being
appropriately addressed by separate amendingtroduced by schedule 1.9 to the bill. It is
legislation, the Opposition has no objection to itssignificant that the Minister in her second reading
passage. The Opposition supports this bill on thepeech stated that the amendments add to the
Government's assurance that the legislation is of @gulation-making powers. | should mention that the
minor, technical and inconsequential nature. Thexplanatory note to the regulation is phrased rather
Opposition relies upon the implied assurance froneuriously. It states that each of the parts and clauses
the Government that any matter of a material ommserted into the principal regulation are proposed
consequential nature would be included in a separaparts and clauses. | know that the regulation will not
amending bill, and that if the bill relates to matterscommence until 1 July, when the amendment Act
that are neither minor nor consequential then theommences, but it is not a proposed regulation.
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The parts and clauses of the regulation itselhas been moved in another place. Unless the
are not expressed to be proposed, and as thinister can show a clear enabling power, it should
explanatory note is not part of the regulation thabe disallowed as it is unsafe and will only lead to
can serve only to confuse the public, who havereat loss if people act upon it and it is subsequently
already been provided with a draft during the debateet aside by a court. A proper regulation could then
on the environmental planning and assessmebe put in place after full assessment by means of a
amending legislation. | cannot help but get theegulatory impact statement.
impression from the explanatory note that the
draftsman is having a bob each way and that the | turn to another important aspect, that is, the
reference to the proposed parts is made itack of consultation that preceded the changes being
anticipation of this bill. | have known many cases inmade by the bill to the Subordinate Legislation Act.
which a regulation is published before itOn 16 April 1997 the Regulation Review Committee
commences, but the regulation is never described inrote to the Premier saying that it would welcome
the explanatory note as being proposed. the referral to it of any bills which affect the

publication, validity or disallowance of statutory

Therefore, even though the regulation wagules. On 16 June 1997 the Premier advised that he
made on 25 May 1998, the regulation-makingcould see no difficulty with informal consultation
powers to enable the regulation are only now beingvith the committee prior to the introduction of bills
inserted into the Environmental Planning andvhich change procedures concerning regulations.
Assessment Act 1979 by this bill. Does that mearThe bill before the House is in that category. In his
that there was insufficient regulation-making poweletter the Premier said he would ask the officers in
under the Act when that regulation was made, anbis administration to arrange for the informal
does that therefore affect the validity of theconsultation to take place where practicable. |
regulation? If there was sufficient power, thissuppose the words "where practicable" are the key
amendment is unnecessary and should be withdrawwords because in this case no consultation occurred
In all my years on the Regulation Reviewat all. The committee did not hear from officers of
Committee, | have never known a regulation-makinghe Premier's Department—not a single line, not a
power to be inserted after the regulation is made. single telephone call.

Even though the regulation has not yet | suppose after the Premier made his qualified
commenced, | do not understand how it can beffer that his staff would consult, they just forgot
validated retrospectively. The Interpretation Actabout it. When the bill was ready to go someone
enables the exercise of certain powers betwegprobably said, "Hadn't we better let the Regulation
enactment and commencement of Acts, but wheReview Committee know we are making changes to
this regulation was made there was no such powdhe Subordinate Legislation Act?" There was no
in the Act. It seems that the power should have beepractical use in the Premier notifying the committee
included in the Environmental Planning andon the date he did so. In the case of the amendment
Assessment Amendment Act 1997 but was somehote the Subordinate Legislation Act which postponed
overlooked. | should indicate that the regulatiorthe repeal of the Clean Waters Regulation 1972 the
comprises 180 pages, yet because it was made ordgmmittee received notification of that from the
as an amendment it did not require the preparatioRremier two days before the notice of motion was
of a regulatory impact statement. It is the largesgiven. Notification to the committee of a further
amendment the Regulation Review Committee hasostponement of the repeal of the Dangerous Goods
seen, and it is certainly the largest amendmerRegulation 1978 was received from the Premier on
without any regulatory impact statement. 16 June 1998, which was 13 days after notice of

motion of the bill had been given.

On 25 June 1998 the Regulation Review
Committee is holding a briefing on the regulation I do not say that the changes to the
with concerned stakeholders. The whole philosoph$gubordinate Legislation Act are unwarranted. They
of the planning legislation is directed at the fullpostponed the sunsetting of various regulations and,
assessment of the impact of proposals. It ifrom the little information our committee has been
significant that this major planning legislation hasgiven, the reasons for the changes have substance.
itself been exempted from full assessment byut that is not the issue. Why did proper
making this amendment rather than a new principatonsultation not precede the change? Why, for
statutory rule. It is questionable whether that accordexample, was it not possible for officers of the
with the spirit of the Environmental Planning andPremier's Department and relevant departmental
Assessment Act under which the regulation wasfficers to briefly explain to the Regulation Review
made. | note that a motion to disallow the regulatiorCommittee at one of its meetings the proposals it
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had in mind? Surely, that does not lie outside th@umber of five postponements, each of a year in
words "where practicable" that were used in theluration, are permitted by the Act.
Premier's letter. After all, the knowledge that the
repeal of these regulations would have to be Postponements are usually required when the
postponed was probably known by those officers foprincipal Act is being amended and is likely to
a year or more. result in major changes to the regulations. After a
request by the committee, the Premier issued
When bills come into this House without guidelines setting out the limited circumstances in
adequate consultation they even fail the test applieghich a postponement will be agreed to. The history
to regulations. That is a curious situation. When a&f the matter was outlined in the committee's twelfth
Minister recommends the making of a regulation, heeport to Parliament. The Cabinet Office wrote to
or she must certify that all the requirements of thehe committee in October 1996 and sought its
Subordinate Legislation Act have been compliegreliminary view on a proposal that the repeal of the
with. Sufficient and relevant consultation is critical.traffic regulations be further postponed.
That is common knowledge to all Ministers in the
regulatory context. It is inexplicable that those same The office also sought the committee's view on
Ministers believe it is all right to send a bill on its an alternative proposal that the rules be put beyond
way without the same wider communitythe reach of the Subordinate Legislation Act by
involvement. When any bill comes into the Housencluding them in schedule 4 to the Subordinate
without sufficient consultation | realise the Legislation Act. The postponement of the regulation
Government has still not strayed far from thefor a sixth and seventh year was outside the scheme
imperious belief that what it considers necessargf the Subordinate Legislation Act and, therefore,
does not require community consultation. had to be made by amending the Act. The
amendment was said to be justified because uniform
To conclude on a positive note, | should likenational roads legislation was then being prepared
to take this opportunity to commend the Premier foby the National Road Transport Commission and
acting on the committee's recommendation thawas expected to be implemented by 1998.
regulatory impact statements prepared by
government departments be tabled by the relevant In reply, the committee said that it would not
Minister. The committee regards that as a step thaupport an amendment to the Subordinate
will give parliamentarians better backgroundLegislation Act so as to put those particular
information and one that will tend to raise theregulations beyond the reach of that Act. The
standards of those documents because departmertammittee considered such a proposal unacceptable
officers will know that Ministers can be made as it departed from the spirit of the Act, it did not
accountable in the House for any departure in thessomply with the Premier's guidelines on
documents from the requirements of the Subordinaggostponements and it was inconsistent with the
Legislation Act. approach taken at the national level under the
guidelines of the Council of Australian
Mr SHEDDEN (Bankstown) [4.34 p.m.]: | Governments.
shall confine my remarks to amendments in the bill
to the Subordinate Legislation Act 1989. In a letter While the committee did not object to a further
dated 13 May 1998 the Acting Premier advised th@ostponement of the repeal of these regulations for
Regulation Review Committee, of which | amone year by way of inclusion in the Statute Law
chairman, of the proposal to postpone, by a statutiliscellaneous Bill, it said that it was important that
law amendment to the Subordinate Legislation Actthe current process of developing uniform national
the staged repeal of the Motor Traffic Regulationroad rules, including the process of consultation and
1935, General Traffic (Pedestrian) Regulation 1937iming, should be examined by the parliamentary
and the General Traffic Regulation 1916. The repealommittee. Accordingly, the committee, while
of those three traffic regulations had been postponeslipporting a further postponement of the regulations,
by a similar amendment in 1996 when thebelieved that that should be done in conjunction with
regulations exceeded the maximum number ofn examination by the Staysafe committee of the
postponements permitted under the staged repealrrent process and timetable.
program in the Subordinate Legislation Act. That
program makes provision for the sunsetting and The committee, accordingly, recommended to
repeal of each regulation after five years. Thathe Premier that he refer this matter to the Staysafe
repeal can be postponed by the Governor by orde@ommittee for examination. In a letter dated 28 July
published in theGovernment GazetteA maximum 1997 the Premier advised that the Minister for
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Roads would introduce new rules by 1 Septembefs a consequence of this advice, | wrote to the
1998 and that this would obviate the need for th&€hairman of the Staysafe committee on 18 June and
inquiry by the Staysafe committee. In his letter ofasked whether the committee would monitor the
13 May 1998 the Acting Premier advised that whilecurrent RTA review. | have not received a reply
most elements of the National Road Transporfom him but | believe that that would be an
Commission reforms should be implemented byPPropriate course to assist in the finalisation of the
August 1998, the road rules componenfiustralian road rules.

encompassing driver, rider and pedestrian behaviour ]
will not be finalised by that time. Mr OAKESHOTT (Port Macquarie) [4.42

p.m.]: The Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions)

The Acting Premier stated that no firm Bill has been introduced to repeal certain Acts, to
timetable has yet been agreed upon for th@mend certain other Acts and instruments in various
implementation of these changes, but completion b{ESPeCts, to effect statute law revision and to make
the end of 1999 may not be unrealistic. In thecertain savings. The Government has said that it will
course of its consideration of the matter thecontinue the statute law revision program that
fecommenced in 1984 to make minor and non-

committee sought the view of the Staysa , .
committee. On 20 May 1998 the chairman of thecontrover3|al amendments to Acts that Ministers
' onsider are too inconsequential to warrant the

Staysafe committee wrote to the Regulation RevieW . . .
troduction of separate amending bills. | was

Committee and expressed concern about the mattd? ; i
He said: recently appointed as a member of the Regulation

Review Committee. Last week the committee
As the regulations are to be replaced by the Australian Roa§ONSidered the amendments to the Subordinate

Rules, under agreements signed by New South Wales in theegislation Act in proposed clause 1.20 of schedule
early 1990s, it is of concern that the development process fot to the bill.
the Australian Road Rules has lagged so far behind the initial

target date. This clause further postponed the staged repeal

The StaySafe Committee has serious concerns with the proce@§ three traffic regulations that had been postponed

of developing the Australian Road Rules, and may consider by similar amendments in 1996, and postponed

appropriate to examine this matter in detail at a later stage. gnother three regulations concerning dangerous
o _ o _goods, clean waters and marine navigation.

The objective of drawing up Australiawide rules iSHonourable members should ask themselves what
laudable, ~but the Minister should providethis means to the people of New South Wales and
comprehensive details in relation to the progresghether it is only a minor technical amendment that
made and outline whether the rules will be finaliseds non-controversial and of interest only to the
in the short term. On 22 May the Regulation ReviewRegulation Review Committee. | say that it is not.
Committee sought these details from the Minister fo{et ys make this clear: the Statue Law
Transport, and Minister for Roads. The MiniStef(MisceIIaneous Provisions) Bill means that

stated in his reply of 17 June: regulations that impact on public safety have not
_ been assessed since they were introduced. In the
The Australian Road Rules (ARR) cover a broad range opase of the traffic regulations, that is more than 80

matters under the General Traffic (Pedestrian) Regulations

1937, General Traffic Regulation 1916 and the Motor Traﬁicyears'

Regulation 1935 that deal with the regulation of driver, rider
and pedestrian behaviour on roads, but do not deal with the In 1989 the staged repeal program was
more serious offences like drink-driving and dangerousintroduced with the Subordinate Legislation Act,
driving. These more serious offences will be retained invvhiCh makes provision for the sunsetting and repeal
jurisdictional law. . .

of each new regulation after only five years. Old
The completion date for the ARR has been delayed by théegulations such as these were to be progressively
National Road Transport Commission on a number offepealed in stages set out in the Act. Substantial
occasions, because of its lack of resources or priorities giveggncessions were made in that Act to enable that
to other National Road Transport Commission projects. Th‘fepeal to be postponed for up to a further five years.

National Road Transport Commission has now acknowledgeﬁ/l f th d lati h b led d
that completion of the Australian Road Rules to enable thei ost of the old regulations have been repealed an

implementation in New South Wales is unlikely until late Many have been replaced by new regulations within
1999. the ample time permitted by the Act. However, and

_ o _ _ somewhat alarmingly, these remaining few
The RTA is currently reviewing the impact of thg delay_ln the untouchables have exhausted the avenues for their
development of the Australian Road Rules with a view to t t der the Subordinate Leqislati Act
determining what course of action is appropriate, given thepos ponement under the subordina el egls_a IOII’] ¢
requirements to repeal regulations under the Subordina@@Nd SO resort had to be had to special legislation to

Legislation Act prior to September 1999. amend that Act to give the regulations more time.
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Although the principal Act is being reviewed which reported in 1995. That finding, and the policy
in a number of these cases—and, indeed, entirehgesponse taken by the Government in the
new legislative packages will be introduced—Iformulation of these bills, was supported by the
cannot see why any review, however complex, couldoyal commissioner, in the final report of the Wood
not have been completed in the eight years since theyal commission, as sensible, facilitating law
Subordinate Legislation Act commenced. It is timelyenforcement, particularly in relation to prohibited
to mention that Parliament is being asked to act agaming devices, and constituting a useful
the jury over the future of a judge who has beeranticorruption strategy. The Gaming and Betting Act
criticised for delaying decisions. The hypocrisy ofcontains a number of obsolete concepts and
this should not be lost on honourable membergrovisions. The Act has been amended many times,
Parliament could not make a decision, on severalften in a piecemeal fashion. These bills address that
occasions, within an eight-year period. In the futuresituation and also take the logical step of separating
| hope to be part of a process that deals with bette¢he criminal prohibitions from provisions dealing
administration. | am aware that the Regulatiorwith the administration of racing and the regulation
Review Committee was established to minimise andf two-up.
prevent abuse of regulations by this House. | hope to
be part of an administration that protects and Through the introduction of these bills, the
enhances the principles of regulation in this StateGovernment has recognised community expectations
that always focuses on public interest and not othat the law should not permit certain gambling
what is always easy and convenient for bureaucragctivities unless the conduct of those activities
and Ministers. occurs within an appropriately controlled

environment. | will briefly address the subject matter

Debate adjourned on motion by Dr of each of the three bills separately. The objects of

Macdonald. the Unlawful Gambling Bill are to prohibit and
restrict, in the public interest, certain forms of
UNLAWFUL GAMBLING BILL gambling; to prevent the loss of public revenue that

is otherwise derived from lawful forms of gambling;

RACING ADMINISTRATION BILL and to deter criminal influence and exploitation in

relation to gambling.
GAMBLING (TWO-UP) BILL
The Unlawful Gambling Bill carries forward

Bills introduced and read a first time. many of the provisions of the Gaming and Betting
Act, but many of them have been rewritten to
Second Reading recognise that emerging technologies have provided

more sophisticated means by which to conduct illicit

Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for gambling and consequently to avoid its detection.
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theThe Unlawful Gambling BiIll introduces several
Premier on Hunter Development) [4.45 p.m.]: lIreforms. The first and most important of these is a

move: new offence, which the bill inserts into the Crimes
Act, for conducting an unlawful gambling operation.
That these bills be now read a second time. This offence is designed to target the activities of

organised criminals who seek to undertake larger
These bills provide a framework in which long-scale and more sophisticated unlawful gambling
established prohibitions are imposed on certaiggctivities.
gambling activities, and provide for the licensing of
racecourses and the authorisation of certain other  Other important reforms include provisions for
forms of gambling. The Gaming and Betting Actproceedings for certain offences to be dealt with
1912—which is to be replaced by these bills—is thgsummarily unless the prosecuting authority or the
principal legislation dealing with prohibitions againstperson charged elects to have the proceedings dealt
unlawful gaming, betting or wagering in New Southwith on indictment; for the responsibilities of the
Wales. The Gaming and Betting Act is now moreGaming Tribunal are to be devolved from the
than 85 years old, and is acknowledged as havinpistrict Court to the Local Court; and for a penalty
shortcomings, being an effective instrument tmotice infringement scheme to be introduced to
enable detection of, and subsequent action againghable police to issue infringement notices for less
serious unlawful gambling activities. serious gambling offences. These and other reforms

will assist in lifting some of the potentially

That conclusion was the key finding of thesignificant burden on the court system by

inter-agency gaming and betting laws task forcaimplifying procedures and ensuring that a particular
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matter is dealt with before the appropriate court, andegulation of two-up games in those unique
in accordance with the gravity of the offence. A newcircumstances. The savings and transitional
offence provision is also introduced which targetsrovisions in this bill will mean that the current

persons in New South Wales who bet withauthorisation issued to Broken Hill City Council to

unlicensed bookmakers via the Internet, payonduct games of two-up in that great city will

television and other on-line telecommunicationremain in force.

services. This offence complements provisions in the

Racing Administration Bill which provide for the In conclusion, these three bills are modern
Minister to authorise licensed bookmakers tostatutes designed to replace or upgrade the outmoded
conduct electronic betting. concepts and provisions of an Act that is fast

approaching the centenary of its enactment by this
| now turn to the Racing Administration Bill. parliament. This replacement package of legislation
The objects of this bill are to ensure the integrity ofalso better reflects modern legislative practices and
racing in New South Wales, ensure that ceraigenerally facilitates better access to the law by
betting activities by licensed bookmakers ar&eparating the three distinct subject areas into
conducted properly, minimise the adverse effects afgparate bills. These bills also provide the legislative
lawful gambling and protect a source of revenue th%latform from which the fight against illegal
is derived from lawful gambling. To achieve theseyampiing in this State may be continued in a more
aims, the Racing Administration Bill, among othery,nopriately targeted, and better equipped, manner
things, carries forward the racecourse IlcenslngaS we move into a new century. Overall, this

betting auditorium, and telephone and sports betting, a6 of bills represents a sensible, cohesive and
provisions that are presently contained in th verdue reform measure

Gaming and Betting Act. The Racing Administration
Bill also introduces new provisions enabling the

. . . I wish to comment briefly on the motion
Minister to authorise licensed bookmakers to y

conduct electronic betting via the Internet. pa _I_Vrelating to Paul Mullins. | entered the Parliament
X g via t » PaY TVos5, years ago, just before Paul joined the
or other on-line telecommunications systems.

parliamentary press gallery. Indeed, | as the longest-
serving member, place on record my admiration for
Paul not only as a professional but also as a friend.
aul, who is affectionately known as Mullows, is a

ormer president of the State parliamentary press

operators. The bill also carries forward the bettin a;]II;r]y ' e|_r|§ g'rong.eﬁrsrdenf?g;o't‘ge r;]eewss prrggrr:rr'::?
information and advertising restrictions that are ich were very di WS prog

currently contained in the Gaming and Betting Act Ve had been watching seen since the introduction of

These restrictions have been strengthened aljiglevision i_n A“Stfa"a in 1956. Paul _joined the press
updated to ensure that information and advertisinI%aIIery during a time of great turmoil. The Whitlam
using emerging telecommunications technologies af@vernment had been elected and there was change
subjected to an equivalent regulatory environment g&Uring the time that Askin, Lewis and Willis were
the traditional controls on printed matter. Upgraded €miers of New South Wales.

offences will target New South Wales-based ] ]

unlawful bookmakers operating on-line and other | know Paul socially. | will not traverse my
unlawful bookmakers whose service is provided to #istory with Paul and my media officer, Fred Smidt;
Wales-based Internet service provider. MyProfessionally and as friends for many years. Paul

department will continue to consult on these mattergsed his investigation skills to research important
with interested persons. consumer issues long before consumer legislation

was developed to the level it is today. | can

The final bill in this package of three bills is remember working with Paul on many occasions,
the Gambling (Two-up) Bill. The objects of this bill both in opposition and in government. Many people
are to legalise the conduct of games of two-up omvould not know that Paul has been involved with
Anzac Day, which has become an accepted practiclany good causes in the community. Unfortunately,
and games of two-up played in an authorised will be unable to contribute at the testimonial to
location in Broken Hill, as happens at present, tdaul in July. | now place on record my admiration
ensure that they are conducted honestly and witfor the professional way he has conducted himself in
appropriate controls to prevent fraudulent activitythe parliamentary press gallery over the past 25
and to ensure that they are conducted free frorpears. That is a great achievement and | compliment
criminal influence and exploitation. The provisionshim on it. | commend these bills to the House.
of this bill substantially replicate the existing
provisions of the Gaming and Betting Act for the Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Fraser.

These provisions will provide much-needed
regulatory controls in this area and reflect th
Government's commitment to ensuring that th?
public is not taken advantage of by unlawful
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GREYHOUND RACING AUTHORITY with the existence of conflicting factional interests
AMENDMENT BILL within the greyhound racing industry, it was seen as
desirable that some independence in the membership
Bill introduced and read a first time. of the authority should be maintained in any
restructure with the appointment of a number of
Second Reading ministerial nominees.
Mr  FACE  (Charlestown—Minister  for Following wide consultation with the industry

Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theyng consideration of a broad range of options, it was
Premier on Hunter Development) [4.57 p.m.]: lgetermined that the most appropriate structure to
move. serve the greyhound racing industry in this State
would be to retain a seven-member authority, with
the composition to be determined as follows: one
ember nominated jointly by the New South Wales
reyhound Breeders Owners and Trainers
ssociation—GBOTA—and the New South Wales

That this bill be now read a second time.

Greyhound racing in New South wales is controllec{lj1
and regulated by the Greyhound Racing Authority,
statutory body constituted under the Greyhoun%

Racing Authority Act 1985. The authority's board aFlonaI Coursing Assouatipn, known as NC.A’
consists of seven members appointed by th)Q/hlch are the two metropolitan greyhound racing

Governor on the recommendation of the Minister forCIUt_)s; two members nominated by other greyhound
Gaming and Racing. As honourable members arécing CIUb,S’ at least one of whom would be a
well aware, the New South Wales TAB has beer{epresentayve of TAITD’_ clubs; one member to
privatised and this will result in significant benefits represent industry participants; and three members,

to both the taxpayers of New South Wales and thiicluding the chairperson, to be nominated by the
racing industry. An important element of theMinister for Gaming and Racing.

privatisation package developed by the Government ]

was the removal of unnecessary regulaton to  'he three ~members appointed on the
provide the racing industry and the TAB with thenNomination of the Minister are to be solely
freedom to make properly considered commercidiesponsible for regulatory, compliance and integrity
decisions in what they see as the best interests @gsurance matters, including the making of rules,

shareholders and other stakeholders, includingnd will comprise what will be known as the
punters and racing industry participants. regulatory committee of the authority. The full board

of the authority will be responsible for all other

Under the new commercial arrangements th&atters relating to the commercial management,
racing industry is required to negotiate contractuapromotion and development of the industry,
agreements with the TAB for the supply of racingincluding entering into contractual arrangements
product and services in return for commerciawith service providers such as the privatised TAB.
payment. In addition, each code of racing had his separation of the authority's functions will
become responsible for the ongoing developmer@&nsure that the industry and club nominees will not
and promotion of its industry and for determining itsbe involved with regulatory matters that may give
own internal funding distributions to areas such agise to the perception of a conflict of interest.
racecourse development. As the Greyhound Racing
Authority will have increased powers under the new Another important part of the bill concerns the
arrangements and will be taking commercialestablishment of an independent greyhound racing
decisions that affect the viability of greyhoundappeals tribunal. This has been a matter of concern
racing clubs in areas such as racecourst® successive Ministers. The Greyhound Racing
development and the disbursement of industry fund&uthority has advised me that time spent on hearing
to race clubs, the Government believes it isappeals is a handicap on its capacity to attend to its
appropriate that race clubs and greyhound racingther functions and duties. It also presents the
industry participants have direct representation oMinister with a conflict of interest, which happened
the authority's board. when | became Minister and had to establish the

Greyhound Racing Board. The bill addresses this

At the same time, it is clear that the publicunsatisfactory situation by providing the greyhound
expects that an industry offering a wagering produdtacing industry with an independent greyhound
should be properly controlled and regulated tQacing appeals tribunal to hear appeals on serious
ensure the protection of contemporary standards @fatters such as those where penalties of

accountability and integrity. In order to addressgisqualification or fines exceeding $200 have been
integrity concerns and to reduce problems associateghposed.
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The authority's regulatory committee will hear If the case is listed for 10.00 a.m., is the
the balance of minor industry appeals. The provisioperson required to be present at 10.00 a.m. or at
of an independent industry appeals tribunal willsome later time during the day? The bill makes it
bring the greyhound racing code into line with thequite clear that the expression "appear before a
other two codes of racing—that is, the gallops anaourt” means that the person must be in the court
harness racing—both of which already have apremises and must submit to the custody of the
appeals tribunal. As with the tribunals for the othercourt. At that time the bail arrangement ceases. If
two codes, the greyhound racing appeals tribundhe case is called at 11.30 a.m. and the defendant is
must be either a judge of any court in New Souttpresent, the bail technically is at an end and the
Wales, a retired judge of any court or a persomperson must submit to the custody of the court
qualified for appointment as a judge of the Districtthereby complying with the bail undertaking.
Court. Schedule 2 of the bill amends the Children

(Criminal Proceedings) Act to ensure that the

Finally, the bill will ensure that the authority District Court is able to deal with a breach of
will have protection from defamation action inrecognisance of probation when exercising its
respect of the conduct of inquiries and will providefunctions as the Children's Court.
the authority with the discretion to hold public
inquiries. In addition, the authority will be given Under the present system when the District
power to administer the oath to persons appearingGourt imposes on a child a recognisance or
before it at inquiries. These provisions are identicaprobation order, it does not have clear power to
to those recently included in amendments to théerminate, reduce or vary any condition or order in
Thoroughbred Racing Board Act. While it would bethe event of any breach. The amendment to section
extremely rare for the authority to initiate its own18 will overcome that anomaly. The amendment
inquiries and utilise these powers, the Governmerstates that the court will have the requisite power to
believes it is appropriate for such powers to beleal with a person in the event of a breach.
consistent for the controlling authorities of the threeAdditionally, amendments to sections 40 and 41 will
codes of racing. The Government is confident thatlearly enable, but not necessarily compel, the
the provisions of this bill can only assist theChildren's Court to refer any application for breach
greyhound racing industry in this State and willof an order to the court that originally imposed the
enable the industry to capitalise on the benefits ibrder to be dealt with by that court. The procedure
will accrue from the sale of the TAB. | commendis not new; it simply clarifies the existing procedure
the bill to the House. to empower the court that imposed the original order

to vary, modify or otherwise deal with the original

Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Fraser.  order.

CRIMES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL The bill further amends the Crimes Act 1900.
This amendment presents an interesting situation as

Second Reading it abolishes something that is deeply rooted within

the New South Wales judicial system, indeed, within

Debate resumed from 17 June. other parts of the Commonwealth. The ancient

common law going back to 1557 granted immunity

Mr MERTON (Baulkham Hills) [5.03 p.m.]: | to a wife against prosecution for being an accessory
lead for the Opposition on the Crimes Legislationafter the fact to a felony committed by her husband.
Amendment Bill. | am pleased to advise the Housé&New South Wales law presently is that a person
that the coalition does not oppose the bill. This billwho, knowing a serious crime has been committed,
deals with a number of important aspects relating tgives an offender any assistance with the intention
criminal legislation. | shall briefly outline the of enabling that offender to avoid arrest, detection or
purposes of the bill. Schedule 1 amends section 7 gunishment, that person is guilty as an accessory
the Bail Act to clarify the expression "to appearafter the fact to the felony.
before the court". Section 7 provides that if an
accused person is granted bail in respect of a  As the common law presently stands, a wife
particular offence, a bail undertaking must bewho might have assisted her husband in a particular
entered into to entitle the accused person to remairime cannot be prosecuted for that assistance to her
at liberty until required to appear before a court. Orhusband. That might have been acceptable many
the face of it the expression "appear before thgears ago, but presently it is not a reasonable
court" might seem a simple proposition, but at whaproposition and should be amended. This bill
stage is the person required to appear before trealdresses that anomaly. A recent decision of the
court? Court of Criminal Appeal clearly confirmed the
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present common law provisions. Under existing lawpffences. Finally, schedule 6 to the bill will amend
if a husband were to murder someone and the wifthe Justices Act. Section 48E of that Act provides
helped to bury the body the wife could not bethat withesses who are alleged victims of certain
charged for her role in the offence. offences involving violence can be compelled to
give oral evidence at committal proceedings when
It is interesting to note, and honourable"substantial" reasons in the interests of justice are
members should be aware, that no similar law hademonstrated. The section further provides in
ever existed in respect of husbands. A husband whelation to all other witnesses that they can be
may have assisted his wife in similar circumstancesompelled to give oral evidence at committal
has always been able to be brought to justice. Theproceedings only when "special" reasons in the
was an anomaly and it has now been addressediterests of justice are demonstrated. It will be seen
Neither husband nor wife have immunity; both carthat there is a distinction between the tests that are
be brought to justice. There are a number of reasorie be applied in each case.
why the law has been changed. It dates back many
years to a simplistic lifestyle when a wife was Honourable members know that committal
considered a mere chattel of her husband. Theroceedings are the initial proceedings before a
situation has changed dramatically. Even before thmagistrate when a person is charged with a serious
days of political correctness this law was anoffence that could be sent to a judge and jury. The
anachronism. magistrate's role is to determine whether a prima
facie case exists for that person to be sent for trial.
Schedule 5 will amend the Criminal ProcedureFor many years all witnesses gave evidence during
Act 1986. This is another important aspect of theeommittal proceedings and had their evidence tested
legislation. Table 2 to part 9A of the Criminal before the magistrate. The law has since streamlined
Procedure Act sets out the indictable offences thairoceedings. | must admit a number of people were
must be disposed of summarily before a magistrat@pposed to that course at the time. Now there is a
The prosecutor elects to have them dealt with odistinction between cases that involve violence and
indictment. These are the more serious offences. Theose that do not involve violence. Quite clearly
amendment seeks to rectify an oversight in respechany people who are victims of crimes of violence
of table 2 offences and insert a provision relating tan particular are reluctant to give evidence if it may
an attempt to commit an offence; or being aftmean a confrontation with the offender. The
accessory before or after the fact to any felony; oOpposition supports the legislation and considers it
aiding, abetting, procuring, soliciting or inciting the to be worthwhile.
commission of a table 2 misdemeanour. The result is
that some of these offences of attempt and being an Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for
accessory to an offence committed by anotheGaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting the
person are wholly indictable and therefore must b&remier on Hunter Development) [5.15], in reply: |
dealt with by a jury. have noted what the honourable member has had to
say.
Even if magistrates can deal with the
perpetrator of the crime summarily, a person who is Motion agreed to.
an accessory to or aids and abets that particular
offence has to be dealt with on indictment. That is Bill read a second time and passed through
clearly an inconsistency. The legislation does notemaining stages.
create any new offences, it merely clarifies the
procedural matters, which makes a lot of sense. The  Pursuant to sessional orders business
Criminal Procedure Act is also amended by scheduliaterrupted.
5 to enable the trial judge at the completion of a
trial of an indictable offence to deal with less PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
serious related indictable offences that are capable of
being dealt with summarily. In other words, after the
trial has been completed under this legislation the
trial judge will be able to deal with those offences LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORAL
that would normally go back to a magistrate to be BOUNDARIES
dealt with.
Mr O'FARRELL (Northcott) [5.15 p.m.]: |
That is sensible because the trial judge has hadant to raise an issue concerning local
the benefit of hearing the trial. He knows the factggyovernment—in fact, it concerns 53 local councils
and is aware of the circumstances relating to théhroughout New South Wales, including one council
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in my electorate. A fortnight ago Hornsby council4,400. In the Hornsby council elections next year the
determined not to alter the boundaries of its thredifferential between wards will be more than 8,000
wards in the lead-up to the 1999 local governmentoters, more than double the existing State
elections. As a result of that decision there will be @arliament standard. Section 211(4) of the Local
variance of more than 8,380 voters between th&overnment Act states that the division of the
smallest and largest wards, a difference exceedingpuncil's area into wards or a change to the
28 per cent. Currently there are 31,393 voters ifoundaries of a ward must not result in a variation
ward A, 37,631 voters in ward B, and 29,251 voterof more than 10 per cent between the number of
in ward C. The growth area of the shire contained irelectors in each ward in the area.
ward B is being penalised.
| believe that clause is clear cut and should
The electoral voice of people living in the areaoperate as section 28 of the Constitution Act
is being muted and ratepayers in that area are noperates in relation to this place. Regrettably, that
getting the level of representation they merit. It isappears not to be the case. In writing to councils
unacceptable, unfair and undemocratic that the votdast year, the Department of Local Government
of Hornsby ratepayers will be unequal at the 1999ndicated that the section was not mandatory but
local government elections. It has been a basic tensimply should apply. In an accompanying note from
of Australian democracy to uphold the principle ofthe head of the department, Mr Garry Payne, some
one vote, one value. In the past we have witnessdifjht was shed on the size of the malapportionment
strong protests when governments have attempted pooblem in local government. Mr Payne indicated
thwart that principle. Hornsby's decision is athat at 1 July 1997, 53 councils had more than 10
complete rejection of this important concept. It is arper cent elector variation between wards and 34 of
outrage. those councils had more than 20 per cent elector
variation. Whilst urging a review of councils where
One cannot have good, clean, open and honegards were unbalanced, the department also
government if that principle is offended. | contendprovided an excuse for councils to ignore the
that Hornsby ratepayers will not get good, cleanproblem and allow the gerrymander to continue. The
open and honest government until its counciletter stated:
rectifies this situation and, so far as is practicable,
introduces wards of commensurate size. | note that Although after reviewing its wards, a council is not required
another council covering areas represented by the PY the Act to change its ward boundaries, the Department
Northcott electorate has adopted a different Wot_JId_ encourage those councn_s with more than 10% _elector
- i 7 o variation between wards to seriously consider redressing that
approach. Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council is currently  impalance.
considering a proposal to redraw its ward
boundaries. Option six, which | understand is thet is an intolerable situation. It is improper for the
preferred option under consideration by councildepartment to undermine the intent of the legislation
would protect the one vote, one value option byin this way. There is either a 10 per cent variation
ensuring that the voting population between wardsr there is not. Section 211(4) of the Act is very
was never greater or less than 10 per cent. clear, and the department should be doing what it
can to enforce it to ensure that ratepayers gain full
Under Ku-ring-gai council's proposal the benefit from the principle of one vote, one value. |
largest ward, Comenarra, would consist of 14,722rge the Minister for Local Government to display
voters and the smallest, Roseville, would consist ods much interest in this important principle as he
3,816 voters. That is a difference of only 816, welldoes in the voting system of the council of the City
under the 10 per cent differential applied in the Statef Sydney.
political arena. Redistributions are common in
politics. This place is currently being affected by a | call upon the Minister to immediately instruct
State redistribution aimed principally at ensuringhis department to uphold the letter and the intent of
electorates remain equal in size. Section 28 of théhe Local Government Act. | urge him to ensure that
Constitution Act 1902 mandates that the differencelecisions like that made by Hornsby council to
in the number of voters between State electoratebwart the proper operation of democracy in local
shall not exceed 10 per cent. In other words, on thgovernment are overturned. | request that he report
current quota of 38,000 voters per electorate, thpublicly on how many of the 53 councils currently
size of electorates should not vary by more thatin contravention of section 211(4) have decided to
3,800 voters. allow the existing malapportionment to continue.
Ratepayers, whether in Hornsby shire or elsewhere,
Under the new proposal with 44,000 voters pehave a right to know if their council is operating
electorate the differential shall not be more thamlemocratically. They have a right to know whether
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their vote is as equal as their neighbours. They hawegard kerbing and guttering are proposed for those
a right to know whether the Carr Government willparts of the road that are deemed necessary.
enforce the provisions of the Local Government AclVegetation has been trimmed back to provide height
applying to ward boundariesTime expired and width clearance for all vehicles, particularly
coaches. The road has deteriorated to the point
MINNAMURRA RAINFOREST ACCESS ROAD where it is becoming quite difficult for coaches to
proceed safely. There is quite a considerable drop
Mr  HARRISON (Kiama) [5.20 p.m.]: beside the road in a couple of places, and that would
Minnamurra rainforest, within the electorate ofpose a threat should tourist coaches go off the road.
Kiama, has become one of New South Wales'
premier tourist destinations, having gained the 1993, It is imperative that remedial work be carried
1994 and 1995 New South Wales Tourism award foout on this road. As | said, this is a tourist icon, not
environmental excellence. In 1996 it was awardednly of the Kiama and lllawarra regions but of the
the Australian Institute of Horticulture award of State of New South Wales. No doubt during the
excellence. The site contributes an estimated $6Qlympic Games tourists who come to this country
million per annum to the Kiama economy andwill be looking for places of interest where they can
generates an estimated 95 jobs. In recent times tiwew pristine rainforest and waterfalls. | expect that
Minnamurra Falls Road, from the river crossing tothis reserve will be high on the list. | am pleased the
the rainforest entry gates, has deteriorated markedlyinister for the Environment is in the House to
even to the extent that coach operators areespond to my statement. | know that money is
guestioning the use of the road on safety grounds. scarce in these times but members of the Kiama
council and the local community would appreciate it
Vegetation clearing and maintenance worksf this work could at least be commenced and
have been carried out on the road, but furtheprogressively carried out over the next 12 months or
improvements and remedial works are requiredwo years—certainly before the Games—and the
Kiama council and the National Parks and Wildlifemore dangerous parts attended to quickly.
Service are seeking funds of up to $291,500 for this
work, which will greatly benefit not only the Kiama Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the
local area but New South Wales in general, as thEnvironment) [5.25 p.m.]: | thank the honourable
Minnamurra  rainforest attracts national andmember for Kiama for his interest in this issue. | am
international visitors on a large scale. Minnamurraware that the road requires substantial repairs, at an
rainforest is one of the primary tourist attractions inestimated cost of almost $300,000. Kiama council
the lllawarra region, with more than 140,000 visitorsand the National Parks and Wildlife Service have
a year. It holds many awards for its contribution tomanaged different sections of the road. The
the tourist industry at local, State and even nationdflinnamurra Rainforest Visitor Centre is a
levels. recognised tourist destination in the lllawarra and
the south coast. It contributes significantly to the
Its close proximity to Sydney has contributedlocal community, with approximately 130,000
to its success as an important educational resourteurists visiting annually and contributing up to $6.2
and nature study centre. It currently attracts mangnillion to the local economy.
schools and a growing number of inbound operators.
The rainforest is a regional icon and would certainly | have been advised that the National Parks
rank in the State's top five nature-based attractionand Wildlife Service and the council are working
It is sure to be high on the list of areas to be visitedogether to develop ways to obtain funding for this
by tourists during the Olympic Games in Sydney inproject. The most recent meeting was chaired by the
the year 2000. The road from the causeway acrog§ama Mayor, Councillor Joyce Wheatley, who
the Minnamurra River to the falls reserve entranceuggested potential funding sources other than the
booth consists of 540 metres of public road and 266ormal operating budgets of council and the service,
metres of road within the national park. such as tourism and Roads and Traffic Authority
special funding allocations. The Executive Director,
The uneven, ageing bitumen road winds as iCorporate Services, of the National Parks and
follows the river. It is approximately 5.6 metres Wildlife Service advised me this afternoon that this
wide. Drainage consists of a series of box and pipproject has top priority status for National Parks and
culverts, some of which require remedial workWildlife Service southern region capital works
and/or minor extension to provide appropriateprograms for 1998-99.
roadway widths. Longitudinal drainage is non-
existent other than earth catch drains, and in this Mr Fraser: It will probably be done in 2005.
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Ms ALLAN: The coalition was in office for It is of great concern to Council that, having gone to the

. . expense of modernising its plant fleet and training its plant
seven years and did not take the opportunity to do operators in the proper use of the equipment, the vehicle

anything. Allocations for individual projects are emission laws of this State are still unable to be complied with

currently being assessed by the National Parks and for normal use of the vehicles.

Wildlife Service executive, and | expect an

announcement within six to eight weeks. Again, IThat is not the only incident about which | have

thank the honourable member for Kiama for raising?®ncern. | quote two other incidents that have
the issue. | believe the views he has expressed todg§curred in my electorate in the past 12 months. The

will receive support from the budget of the Nationalli'St instance concerns a motor vehicle in Coffs
Parks and Wildlife Service. Harbour that had been completely overhauled and

taken to the motor registry office for a Roads and
Traffic Authority inspection. On the way back from
the motor registry office, after the vehicle had been
issued with a certificate of compliance, the vehicle
owner was issued with a notice from the
Mr FRASER (Coffs Harbour) [5.27 p.m.]: I Environment Protection Authority. Even though the
raise the issue of Environment Protection Authority,ehicle had just been checked by the RTA, the
officers and their policing of vehicle smoke jnfringement notice stood. In the second incident the
emissions. | am sure every member of this Housgperator of a small transport business had, a week
has had numerous complaints from constituentsefore, put a brand-new motor into his truck and
about what are believed to be officious acts by EPAvas travelling in the Bellingen area towards the base
officers on vehicle smoke emissions. | received af Dorrigo Mountain. An EPA inspector claimed
letter from Coffs Harbour City Council dated 4 that the truck emitted smoke for more than 10
June, which stated: seconds. The vehicle owner was said to be in breach
of the law. No matter how many complaints we

Council operates a plant fleet of more than 300 items of plantodged, the complaint was upheld—even though the

ranging from sedans to heavy earthmoving equipment. Ovetrruck had a brand-new motor
the past three to four years this fleet has been totally renewed

by Council in an effort to modernise its equipment from both
a work efficiency and environmental protection view.

VEHICLE SMOKE EMISSION
INFRINGEMENT NOTICES

| object to the way in which the EPA officers
are acting. | support the concerns of the council.
Council was recently the recipient of an infringement noticeThere is no need for overofficious and overzealous
for a visible smoke emission from one of its single axleEPA officers to ping operators such as the city
trucks. The truck is a 1996 model, has done less tha’&ouncil. | am able to vouch for the fact that the

30,000km, is regularly maintained in accordance with the . . . ..
manufacturer's requirements and is operated by a driver who gOffS Harbour City Council takes pride in its fleet,

considered to be one of Councils better operators. Followindvhich is maintained regularly and well. EPA
the infringement notice the truck was again examined by ouofficers should make some allowance for fleets such
mechanics and by mechanics from the supplier and was founfs that of the city council. When a well-maintained
to be within the manufacturer's recommended operating “m't%ehicle emits diesel smoke on the odd occasion it is
for all systems. . . .
probably due to it being under a load. | realise that
While Council understands the need for the State GovernmedfliS iS not a perfect world, but | believe that EPA
to penalise vehicle operators who blatantly contraven@fficers on the north coast are adopting an

environmental requirements for smoke emissions, there igyerzealous attitude. | ask the Minister to take this
some concemn that the pgllcmg of the emission ||m|_ts ismatter on board.
becoming over zealous. It is also of concern to Council that

the information notice provided with the infringement uses .
thinly veiled threats of further action if the infringement is Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the

disputed. This use of threats would hardly be condoned in thEnvironment) [5.32 p.m.]: Excessive smoke from
private sector and appears to be designed as an econonpgotor vehicles causes air pollution, affects public
disincentive to query the validity of the infringement notice. health and results in numerous complaints to the
Counci . , . EPA—even in an idyllic coastal electorate such as
ouncil requests that you take this issue up with a view to . . . .
ensuring that the policing of smoke emissions is not just use&Offs Harbour. I am advised that in April this year
as a revenue gathering exercise by the State Government afdn Officer of the EPA observed a Coffs Harbour
that there is some degree of common sense used wheBity Council vehicle allegedly emitting visible
infringement notices are issued. smoke for a period in excess of 10 seconds. The
New South Wales clean air regulations state that an
Even with modern diesel technology there are occasions Whe'@ffence is committed when a motor vehicle emits
vehicles are under heavy load and smoke emissions could . .
easily exceed 10 seconds. It appears unjust to penalise t@y. visible SmOI_(e _for more than 10 _seconds
owners of modern, well maintained vehicles for suchcontinuously. An infringement notice was issued. |

occasional incidents. understand that the council wrote to the infringement
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processing bureau on 19 May to appeal the noticdarrister or solicitor. As | understand the position, it
indicating that mechanical checks showed that this not disputed that when the VSIC dealt with Dr
vehicle was operating correctly, and put the viewMay's matters there was no current practising
that its emissions were normal for a vehicle of itsharrister or solicitor on the committee. There was
type. one person who had indeed been admitted as a
solicitor in 1957. He had not held a practising
The EPA's reply of 10 June provided thecertificate and thus, in the commonsense use of the
council with information on common causes ofterms, had not been a solicitor since 30 June 1995.
excessive smoke from diesel vehicles, such as
overfuelling, the driver labouring the engine in too Section 24(3)(a) also requires that the solicitor
high a gear, or overloading or operating the enginer barrister be the chairperson of the VSIC. Not
at maximum revolutions per minute when theonly did the VSIC not have a legally qualified
prevailing conditions require less. The lettermember, it did not have a proper chairperson. Now,
indicated that the notice should stand. In light ofof course, there are all sorts of legal quibbles about
concerns expressed today by the honourable membeghether technically the Act has been breached.
for Coffs Harbour, however, | have asked theThere is a plethora of conflicting silks' advice about
Director-General of the Environment Protectionthis issue. The point | make, however, is that we
Agency to investigate the matter and have sought tehould disregard the byzantine legalisms and look at
ensure that further enforcement action is nothe commonsense. There should have been a lawyer
imminent. | will come back to the honourable on the committee but there was not. This must make

member for Coffs Harbour on this matter. the committee appear to be a bit of a joke.
Additionally, section 24(3)(e) provides in effect for
VETERINARY SURGEONS the appointment of a consumer representative to the
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE committee. No such person had been appointed to

the committee as at the date of hearing of the
Mr LYNCH (Liverpool) [5.33 p.m.]: This complaints against Dr May. Once again we could

evening | draw to the attention of the House serioufind a plethora of legal opinion as to whether at law
maladministration of the system dealing with thethis invalidates the determinations of the VSIC.
disciplining of veterinary surgeons. | refer to the
quite bizarre and horrifying set of events that have My interest is somewhat broader. From a
befallen Bob May, a veterinarian in south-westcommonsense point of view, if a body is to be set
Sydney. Dr May was the subject of two complaintsup in a particular way but in fact is not so set up
that were heard by the Veterinary Surgeonshen one has to doubt its legitimacy. Frankly, one is
Investigating Committee—VSIC—and later on ainevitably drawn to the conclusion that this mickey
limited point by the veterinary surgeons disciplinarymouse system needs to be brought up to a decent
tribunal and, on a brief foray, in the Supreme Courtprofessional standard. The problems in this case go
The dogs at the centre of the complaints survivedven deeper. When the VSIC made its final
without any permanent apparent ill-effect. Despitaletermination it was critical of Dr May's record
that, as a result of the proceedings Dr May faces akeeping. Dr May rejects that criticism. Indeed, it is a
obligation to pay an extraordinarily large amount ofcriticism | have trouble with given the evidence |
money. To say that this seems disproportionate tbave seen. It is, however, a grossly hypocritical
the harm alleged would be putting it very mildly position for the VSIC to adopt. Dr May noticed,
indeed. when attending the VSIC hearing, that there was no

sound recorder or shorthand reporter, so there is no

It is worth noting that Dr May is a reputable formal detailed record of what took place.

and eminent veterinary surgeon. He was president of
the New South Wales Royal Society for the The situation gets worse. The VSIC criticised
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. As | understandDr May's record keeping, but it could do so only
it, he is the only veterinary surgeon to have held thabecause the VSIC itself had managed to lose the
position. There were substantial difficulties with theoriginal treatment card for one dog. Moreover, while
process involved. The first complaint arose from Dithe VSIC claims to have taken minutes of the
May's treatment of a jack russell terrier in Augusthearings, no minutes have been kept and no-one has
and September 1995. The second complaint relatexten a copy of them. As | have already indicated,
to treatment of a crossbred chihuahua in Decembéwo separate complaints were lodged against Dr
1994. Both complaints were heard by the VSIC orMay. Prompted by objective evidence, such as the
24 June 1996. The VSIC is constituted under théact that both complainants subsequently went to the
Veterinary Surgeons Act. Section 24 of that Actsame veterinarian, Dr May had the two complaints
requires that one member of the committee be axamined by Dr Rod Gardiner from the department
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of linguistics at the University of Sydney. | have For example, government charges make it
seen a report from Dr Gardiner dealing with hisdifficult for the abattoir to continue operating, and
investigation of the two separate complaints. Disome assistance could be given in that regard. The
Gardiner, referring to the two separate letters ofommittee that has been set up is looking for an
complaint states: equity partner to help get the business back into
production. Every year the abattoir processes an
The question you have asked is whether the two letters argverage of about 70,000 cattle and 100,000 pigs. In
likely to have been authored by the same perso. my recent times the abattoir installed, at a cost of a little
conclusion is that there is a high Ilkellhood t_hat the two IettersmOre than $500,000, some of the most up-to-date
were authored (though not necessarily written) by the same . . . . .
person. and high-standard pig processing equipment in New

South Wales. The abattoir is considered to be
Dr Gardiner then went on in some detail to itemis amongst the five best cattle processing plants in the

the bases upon which he formed his conclusion. Thi tate. It !(I||S stock and dlstrlbute_s meat for a radllus
. : of 250 kilometres around Culcairn. It also supplies
would suggest that a quite appalling rort has been

o L2 ital city in A lia.
inflicted on Dr May, that two ostensibly mdependentprocessed meat to every capital city in Australia
complaints were in fact rendered by the same Those who run the abattoir have put a great

person. What is even more disturbing, however, i§eq| of time and effort into training their staff, and
that the committee made no reference to that facfhey are to be commended for that. The abattoir is
either accepting or rejecting it, in the orders ity jmportant part of the local economy; it employed
finally determined. Committee members now cannokg many as 70 people. Payroll tax is one matter
remember even having discussed that aspect of tB@out which the abattoir is concerned. | have been
matter. As | have said, there are no minutes t@ncouraged by the responses | have received from
indicate whether that factor was taken into accounthe Ministers | have approached. They obviously
by the committee. want to try to help. A business that employed 70
people is an important part of any economy and that
Interestingly enough, two other witnesses ands particularly so of Culcairn, which has a population
Dr May report clearly that the document from Drof 1,400.
Gardiner was given to the committee. It is worth
noting that before the matter was appealed to the Only a few years ago a company that
tribunal one tribunal member had indicated inprocesses animal skins established itself, using the
writing that he had decided what was going to2battoir as its source of skins. That company aIsp
happen. He had clearly prejudged the issue. Dr Ma§mploys a number of people. Its business is
is reasonably well known. He is not a member ofnterdependent with that of the abatt0|r and it is
the Australian Veterinary Association, and has ovefoncerned about the future of the abattoir. | am also
a period of time had some run-ins with the AVA, concerned about its future. The Beers want to get
The AVA appoints two members of the VSIC. OneiNto stage one production again and re-employ their

must start to question the bona fides of this entirdomer staff. Stage two would add a boning room to

operation as well as the VSIC's procedura%he abattoir and stage three would add other

inadequacies, lack of professionalism and failure t aC|I_|t|es suclhd ss a rer&dzrlng plant so that the
deal with substantial allegations. usiness could be expanded.

Although the abattoir is not in operation the
Beer family is now paying staff to come in and
. . maintain the equipment, so that production can

) ) 8lvailable. Another problem for the Beers family is
Culca!rn ca[led by a committee f.ormed by thethat people who owe them money have not paid
Culcaim Shire Council and the principals of theyeir dents. The Beers were not inefficient and their
abattoir, David and Rod Beer. The abattoir haginancial problems are not of their own making.
recently had to cease business, having run intpoever, those problems have forced them out of
financial problems, particularly in regard to availableysiness. Companies ran up debts with them and
credit._ This is a very sad matter. _The_ abattoir Wagow they cannot pay those debts. Some companies
established by the Beer family in Culcaimhayve gone into liquidation and others have said they
approximately 28 years ago and has operategill pay eventually but cannot pay at the moment. |
successfully since then. This week | havehope that an equity partner can be found or that the
approached three Ministers on behalf of thevinisters | have approached will give the Beer
abattoir—the Minister for Regional Development,family some support. The abattoir is a great
and Minister for Rural Affairs, the Treasurer and thebusiness. It has been viable in the past and its
Minister for Agriculture—to ask if some assistanceclosure will have a severe impact on Culcairfinfe
can be given to the abattoir. expired].

BEER'S ABATTOIR CULCAIRN
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WORIMI SCHOOL ANNEXE have poor literacy skills. They are taught that there
are alternatives to what they have been used to.
Ms HALL (Swansea) [5.43 p.m.]: A matter Mainstream education has failed those children.
was brought to my attention today by MagistrateMagistrate Cook pointed out to me that Newcastle
Warren Cook from Worimi Children's Court at has had great success in juvenile justice programs.
Newcastle, and | now bring that matter to theThe Worimi annexe is overseen by a teacher named
attention of the Minister for Education and TrainingRick Chandler, who also works in the Worimi
and other members of the House. Mr Cook haschool and for the Department of Juvenile Justice.
worked for a long time in the Children's Court and IMr Chandler assesses the students and determines
have had the privilege of seeing him at work. Hewhether they are suited to mainstream education,
has a great understanding of the needs of yountASPER or the annexe. | support the program and
people and has always adopted an innovativask the Minister to investigate the continuation of its
approach to juvenile justice. He has a successfdilinding. [Time expired.
record and is committed to young people. He has
also been active in the scouting movement. In fact KYOGLE TO MURWILLUMBAH ROAD
his whole life has revolved around the interests of UPGRADE
young people.

. _ Mr RIXON (Lismore) [5.48 p.m.]: Before |
Mr COOk, who lives in the Swansea E|eCt0ratebecame President of Kyog|e Council in 1977 |
contacted the honourable member for Newcastle angpbied to have the road between Kyogle and

myself. We both support the work performed at theiurwillumbah, Main Road 141, sealed for its full
Worimi annexe, which is an extension of the schoojength. That road is about 70 kilometres in total
that operates in Worimi Children's Court. Thejength. Back in those days 27 kilometres of the road
annexe operates out of the police youth club ahad an unsealed surface, much of which, because of
Broadmeadow and looks after students who haV@]e nature of the terrain, was Severe|y potho]ed_
been excluded from every other type of education. Koday, because of grant funds and careful spending
is their last hope. Those children are not suitablgy the Kyogle and Tweed councils, only 9.5
even for the JASPER program, which the Ministeljlometres remain to be sealed. These 9.5 kilometres
for Education and Training supports and whichgre all in the Kyogle Council area, but it has an
operates from the Lake Macquarie police youth clubextremely difficult financial situation and does not

have the funds to complete the work. The expected
Currently, the program operating at thecgstis $1.3 million.

Worimi annexe has nine students, who need the

support. Thosc_a students, to use Magistrate Cook's  yer the years many politicians have looked at
words, could just go the wrong way and wouldihis road, including, on 24 February 1998, the
certainly end up as criminals without the SUPPOrpgjiamentary Secretary, the honourable member for
they get through the program. Mr Cook says that ifne  Entrance. | have received many letters
is essential that they be kept in the program as &,norting the completion of the sealing of the road.
keeps them honest, off the street and away frofyne |etter, which was dated 19 May 1998, was from
crime. The children have horrendous familygign Thompson, the retired principal of Kyogle

backgrounds. Some have backgrounds that mafyigh school, who wrote of the value of the work.

people would not be able to understand. Thesg, Thompson stated:

children are educationally and socially

disadvamaQEd' MagiStrate Cook advised me that he The reason to complete this task is not simply a selfish local

believes that the Department of Education and one. This road leads through some of the most scenic parts of

Training will not continue to fund the school. the Tweed and Richmond areas.

Further inquiries indicate that the school may be

funded from a variety of sources. The Minister has ©On the east, the magnificent Nightcgp Ranges with the Lion's

given me an undertaking that he will find out how it "¢ad and Blue Knob. To the west is the remarkable scarp of

: the McPherson Range, providing scenery unrivalled in

is funded and how the annexe can best be supported. 5 ;srajia.

| am confident that he will allow the school to

continue functioning. It is truly the best tourist road for the happy wanderer who has
time to bring a car through here.

The Minister is aware that over the years the

annexe has had the support of the department and,” Prief un up the side road to the Mount Burrel area gives
people an informative view of how to live in this natural

indeed, he is supportive Qf |ts-worll<. The pmgralms environment, while a drive into the Doon Doon Valley and the
run by the annexe are basic skills, literacy and living midginbil area brings anyone who wishes, to excellent
skills. As | mentioned earlier most of these students accommodation and picnic areas near the Clarrie Hall Dam.
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This is quite apart from seeing Mount Warning from its bestsection of this road, which is of great economic and
S|_d_es and having the opportunity to travel to Nimbin VIaSOCial value, remains to be completed and it is
Lillian Rock and Blue Knob. L .

within the power of the Minister for Road and the

Further over, the little village of Cawongla has a fine pottery Treasurer to supply the needed funding. | again ask
business. them for their support for this important project.

The road leads into Kyogle by the best view of Fawcetts Plain DEATH OF Mr PETER DALAMANGAS

and a great view from the top of the Cawongla Range.

Thus this route has become a favourite of the slow travelling ] Mr  IEMMA (Hurstville) [5.53 p.m.]: |
tourist, and would be a major route for those looking at thecOntinue the remarks | commenced on 28 May

scenery if it was sealed all the way. concerning the death of Peter Dalamangas. | ask the
House to compare and contrast the lack of action
and lack of interest on the part of police in bringing
to justice those responsible for Peter's death with the
It avoids the Burringbah Range and many other busy area8Ctions of police in relation to Peter's brother, James.
near Byron Bay and Ballina. James awoke eight hours after the incident and
. _ o found himself in hospital with his parents at his side.
The road is a way to Brisbane for locals. It is just 205-|-he police arrived, and he was arrested and dragged
kilometres from Kyogle to the centre of Brisbane. It also gives]c his h ital li,) d h l . h h
travellers many options. rom his hospital bed to the police station where he
was charged. His parents objected and were warned
Those who turn off to Nimbin and Lismore have options ofnot to obstruct or hinder police. James was charged
going west to the New England Highway along the Bruxnerwith assaulting a security guard at the casino. Why
Highway to Tenterfield, or joining the Pacific Highway at was that action so immediate? Where was James
Woodburn or Grafton. . . .
going to go? He had just woken from a coma, his
If you travel to Kyogle it is possible to follow the excellent Prother was de‘_a-da and h'_S parents were by his side.
Summerland Way to Casino and Grafton or divert fromHe was hardly likely to skip the State or the country
Casino to Tenterfield, again by the Bruxner Highway. to avoid police in relation to a charge of assaulting a

. - . security guard.
Clearly, it could be an excellent alternative light traffic route

for many cars.

Even now, a lot of people travel this road and many tow
caravans to miss the hectic and difficult Pacific Highway.

| ask members to compare and contrast that
This road would bring business into the centre ofWith the lack of interest and lack of action by the

Murwillumbah as well as Kyogle and Casino. police in bringing to justice those responsible for
_ Peter's death. | am referring to the sorts of matters
All places must benefit. that hundreds of thousands of viewers have seen on

: A Current Affair during the past few months. Other
Of course, Kyogle does not claim to be the gateway to the . . ,
rainforest for nothing. It truly is just that. This road is the que_St_lonS need to be asked in light of the Coroner's
stepping off point for a visit to the beautiful Border Rangesdecision to have the body of Peter Dalamangas
and the fabulous scenery and walks found in them. exhumed. Who authorised the police officer on the
_ _ . morning of 31 January to present advice to the
Kyogle is about 100 kilometres from the Coolangatta airport. Coroner that Peter had died of a heart attack? What
A day trip from the Gold Coast into the Border Ranges viawas_t.he _baSIS for that_con(_:lusm_n and What mgdlcal
Kyogle is a very pleasant expedition. qualifications or forensic skills did the police officer
responsible for that report have to enable him to
Sealing the last 9 kilometres of the road to Kyogle woulddetermine that death was caused by a heart attack?
open this opportunity up very much more. You do not need a
4 wheel drive to visit the Border Ranges. Why did the police fail to secure the crime
. . . >
In addition, a round trip to Kyogle and then up along thescﬁnea.lg szrav?.ntlo? C_)lf Star.]dalrd pOlI(_:e procedl'.lre'
Lion's Road to Beaudesert and across to Nerang is a Iovelyv y d t e police fail to . Isolate  witnesses, In_
day jaunt that should be enjoyed by many more peop|e_ contravention Of Standard po“Ce procedure? Why d|d
police allow casino staff to order cleaners to clean
The options for scenery in Kyogle, Woodenbong, Mountaway the crime scene and hence destroy potentially
Lindesay areas are many. We just need people to enjoy themyjjta| forensic evidence? Why did police wait until
the appearance oA Current Affair of key witnesses

They could also use the home stay accommodation that is . . .
y Y fo interview them even after they had been given

growing up in the area and no doubt would increase with™~ ° )
demand. Local farming people are always interested in doingN€ir names on the morning of Peter's death? Where
more for their district. are video cassettes CCA299 and CC299? During

the past four months the police have promised on at

Honourable members will agree that that lettefeast five occasions that the family and their solicitor

clearly illustrates the attractions of the road. A shortyould be able to view those two video cassettes.
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The family, relying on that undertaking,

engaged an independent forensic medical expert

from Victoria and flew him to Sydney to view the
critical video tapes, only to have the police renege
on previous agreements to allow the material to b
viewed. The family needs its forensic expert to view,

medical reports. The Coroner's decision to hav
Peter's body exhumed highlights the importance th
expert viewing that material. As | have said, on at

least five occasions the police have reneged. Earlier

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

there would be in touch with me. A lady rang and spoke with
me and also assured me that | would be taken care of.

Accordingly, on 21 April my constituent had her son
drive her to Central railway station to put her on the
frain. She writes then of what happened to her. She
a§ked where she should go, and she was told where
[0 stand. As she walks with the assistance of a
fhobile walking unit she asked for assistance to get
n the train. In her letter she said:

| said, please will you take my overnight bag, that | had a

the police asserted that the tapes existed but haveheel walker and would need assistance on to the train, he

given various excuses as to why they could not be
viewed.

The most recent advice, which was provided to
the family on 21 May, is that the police assert that

shrugged and said come on and walked into the carriage. |
then asked the cleaners, and they said they couldn't help me,
by that time another steward came along, and | asked him for
help [to get on the train] and was told that there were only 5
of them and they didn't have time to put people onto the
trains. | told him that | had been assured by yourselves and

the tapes do not exist. The tapes were taken from a also the station master that | would get help, and he said uh |

critical angle of the incident which resulted in

Peter's death. This Keystone Cops situation has

don't feel too well of a morning until | have had coffee.
Another older passenger by this time had my bag and he
helped me on the train. The second steward stood aside, and |

existed since Peter's death; it must stop and must be s4iq to him, | am going to report this.

investigated by relevant authorities. | also ask

whether all primary surveillance videotapes andyhen the woman neared her destination she asked
enhancement photographs have been provided to ths assistance to get off the train. She then wrote:

Director of Public Prosecutions as part of the police
brief. The family alleges that they have not, and if

... he would not answer me and kept me waiting until we

that is so there are some serious questions to be were nearly at the station and he came along and said, come

answered about the conduct of the police officers
involved. An article in theSun-Herald stated that

Superintendent Donald Graham, who is in charge of
Central police station, is under investigation by

on up here, and he grabbed my bag. And | am struggling, and
he then came back for my "walker" and | followed. He helped
me off the train. | was so distressed and unsure of what would
happen on a return journey | came back by plane on the 20th
May 1998.

internal affairs for having, among other things,
received free show tickets from casino managementA disabled woman was refused assistance to get on
the train at Central station, despite earlier
Have any of his officers who attended on thearrangements made by my office with rail staff. She
morning of Peter's death received free show tickets®as then treated in that belitting fashion when she
If so, are they being investigated by internal affairsvent to get off the train, the steward making her
This whole sordid matter has resulted in the Coronewait until the last minute before telling her whether
ordering the exhumation of the body of Petethe would assist her. The woman also wrote to me
Dalamangas because of the incompetent advice thalpout a 78-year-old relative who, a couple of months
has been provided by police from the beginningago, came from Melbourne on the express which
This matter has caused enormous distress to theas to arrive at midnight. That person, also a
family. | ask the Police Integrity Commission andfemale, was not assisted by staff to get on the train,
the Commissioner of Police to end the farce that hagnd a young male passenger had to help her and
been called an investigation into the death of Peteftow her baggage. As she approached her stop she
Dalamangas, to intervene and get appropriate acticisked the steward for assistance. Mrs Crowley wrote
under way. Time expired. to me as follows:

He said no, | didn't put [the luggage] there and | am not
obliged to get it down, and the train is not stopping at Henty
you know. She said, | have to get off there and he said, uh,
we might slow down and you will have to jump.

RAILWAY SERVICES FOR THE DISABLED

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [5.58 p.m.]: A
constituent of mine, Mrs Crowley, a Legacy widow

ageql 80 years andl d|sablfd, recently sogght t0 Mak§apeat that a 78-year-old woman was treated in this

a rail journey. Her letter of 4 June stated: way. It is of extreme concern that passengers on the
| had contacted your office earlier to make sure | WouldraII system are treated in that W‘:a‘y' It wgs because of
receive assistance on that train. You in turn received assurantB€ treatment _Of Mrs Cr0W|ey_s relat'ye that she
that | would from the Railway Dept. and that someone fromsought the assistance of my office to ring the State
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Rail Authority before she booked passage on theeeded. In December 1997 a proclamation by the
XPT for Tuesday, 21 April 1998. She then had theUnited Nations General Assembly resolved to:
experience about which | have just told the House.

This woman is a Legacy widow of 80 years and she Call upon all Governments, the United Nations High
is disabled. The treatment she was afforded is Commissioner on Human Rights and other United Nations
disgraceful. 1 have writien to the Winisier for ~ 000% 1 ST s v <2 el o on
Transport and asked him to investigate the matter. | 1998 the United Nations International Day in Support of
have written to Mrs Crowley and told her that no victims of Torture.

right-thinking person could condone the treatment

she received. | have assured her that | will pass cAs well as acknowledging the significance of this
to her any explanation given by the Minister forday to many Australians, particularly those who

Transport. have migrated here as refugees and as victims of
torture, this day acknowledges that conflict and

FIRST UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL injustice continue to create more victims.
DAY IN SUPPORT OF VICTIMS OF Recognition and remembrance are the most
TORTURE important steps to finding solutions to the problems

that result from torture and conflict, as well as their
Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [6.03 p.m.]: | causes. As Australians we have a proud tradition of
bring to the attention of honourable members amecognising the sacrifice and suffering of our
important event that is being commemorated ompredecessors and those who have built our nation's
Friday around the world and at no less a place thatharacter through their contribution in times of
the Parliamentary Theatrette. Friday is the Firsadversity.
United Nations International Day in Support of the
Victims of Torture. Honourable members may be By remembering and recognising its history
aware of an organisation commonly referred to aand its sacrifices our nation has built upon those
STARTTS, the Service for the Treatment andexperiences and healed the wounds of the past
Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors.whilst remembering the lessons history has taught
STARTTS, which is organising Friday's function inus. Our recognition of the experience and suffering
Parliament House, is based in Carramar and isf our torture and trauma survivors is a vital step in
famous for the vital service it provides to refugeegheir rehabilitation. We cannot hope to heal their
who have settled in our country. It helps them tgphysical and emotional wounds without first
overcome the trauma and torture they have enduredcognising this suffering and providing comfort and
in their home countries. It has also assisted them innderstanding.
accessing education and the services they need to
become productive members of Australian society. The Cabramatta area has a high proportion of
people from parts of the world currently suffering
Most of the work carried out by STARTTS from or recovering from conflict. A proportion have
generates little publicity and many people are noarrived here as refugees and survivors of systematic
even aware of its existence. However, it has provear State-sponsored persecution. They came to settle
to be of immeasurable value to those whom it ha;n Cabramatta because the housing is more
helped. Many of its clients are children who haveaffordable and because they wanted to live amongst
come to Australia with their families, trying to other new Australians from similar cultural or
overcome the atrocities of war. The events of thisanguage backgrounds. STARTTS clients include
Friday will recognise the suffering experienced bypeople from the former Yugoslavia, the Middle East,
victims of torture and trauma throughout the world.South-east Asia, Africa, Afghanistan and Latin
The friends of STARTTS have organised speakergimerica. A large proportion of those clients, 36 per
including the Hon. Elizabeth Evatt, to highlight this cent, are under 25 years of age.
day and remind us all about victims of torture and
trauma as well as the role of the United Nations in They experience all the usual problems that
treating them and addressing their plight. young people experience whilst growing up. But
their lives are complicated by traumatic experiences
Despite the United Nations convention againsin their original environments, as well as the obvious
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradingroblems and challenges posed by a new language
treatment or punishment coming into force on 2&nd culture. The current success of STARTTS in my
June 1987, torture continues on a worldwide basis. local community is testament to the hard work of
is clear that a greatly enhanced effort bythe staff, many of whom are migrants themselves,
governments and organisations to maintain domestand their commitment to their work. A recent client
laws and international human rights conventions i®f STARTTS who came to Australia with his wife
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and young daughter from a country of conflictcharge in Taree to have this matter rationalised. An
described the service in the following way: article in theManning River Timestated:

It was instrumental in gaining trust in humans once again and A War widow told Councillor Eric Richardson she could not
it is a lifeline for us and other refugees as we could access the afford the proposed septic tank charges—the money would
services we needed even though we were still in the early have to come from her food bill.
stages of learning English.
In that same article Councillor Richardson is quoting
| invite all members and staff to attend the forumas saying:
this Friday at 2.00 p.m. in the Parliamentary
Theatrette and witness themselves one aspect of theSomeone told me 10 per cent of a pensioner's pension would
work of STARTTS in assisting the victims of torture 90 to this fee.
and trauma. | also invite them to join the United .
If ever there was a reason to reconsider the

Nations efforts to gain recognition of the worldwide. " f the T that is it. The Minister h
atrocities of torture and trauma. imposition of the fee, that 1S 1L 1he WVinister has

many questions to answer about the introduction of
this regulation in country New South Wales. With

no disrespect to the Minister, | suspect that the
electorate of Coogee would not have one septic tank.

m ]_Nllr dri l:o tr-:—:gtlt\(lailt?on(cl\)ﬂfytiltla I}lgkgz)thf.sof t'cMy electorate has at least 3,000 septic tanks. This
p-m.J: W ! U P Icharge is a heavy imposition on country people and,
tank inspection fees that have been imposed on

. in T din th dmini eld';l\re | say it, is yet another tax on the rural sector.
constituents in Taree an ) In the areas administer e Minister should reconsider the introduction of
by Great Lakes Council

: aqd Gloucester_ Shiréhe fee and consult with country people, country
Counql. On Mondgy a meeting was hgld n thecouncils and people involved in the industry, such as
council chambers in my electorate to discuss thg,,resentatives from Envirocycle, to establish a
imposition of the fees..l understand that the fee§ealistic level of testing the septic tank system. The
resulted from a motion moved at a ShireSgnyironment must be protected, but the procedure to
Association meeting that called for thegngyre that protection must be rationalised so that
implementation of septic tank inspections. It waghose on war pensions and similar incomes will not

oyster scare. | want to defend my electorate anflaye allocated to pay their food bills.

make it clear that no substantive finding has been
made that SeptiC tanks caused the Wallis Lake Oyster The town and Country water sewerage scheme
scare. As far as | am concerned, the oyster is stihust again come to the fore. This Government has
innocent. However, that matter will be determined ircut that scheme by 33 per cent. The coalition
other places. Government used that wonderful service extensively
in country areas. The former Minister for Land and
| take umbrage at people who continuallyWwater Conservation, the Hon. Kim Yeadon, was
claim that the inspection fees resulted from thdorever telling people in my electorate how
Wallis Lake oyster scare. The fee has been imposeagonderful it would be when he gave Nabiac funding
on those who can ill afford it and because of that ifor the town and water sewerage scheme. The
must be addressed. My colleague in the other pladdovernment said it would accelerate the Nabiac
the Hon. Duncan Gay has called on the Minister tsewerage scheme as an result of the Wallis Lake
re-evaluate the matter. | make that request in thimatter. The last budget allocated $500,000 for that
House. Any number of anomalies are associatepurpose, but that will not be enough to even get the
with septic tanks. These toilets can be as simple aspans completed. The scheme will alleviate septic
pit-drop toilet on the top of a hill that a hobby tank problems in many, but not all, parts of country
farmer might use once or twice a month, a normaNew South Wales. The Government should consider
septic tank for residences, larger septic systems f@olving sewerage problems in all rural areas rather
caravan parks and Envirocycle systems. The lattéhan imposing fees on war widows who will have to
system merely highlights the foolishness of thigneet the cots of septic tank inspection fees from
inspection charge, because under the maintenang¥oney they have set aside to purchase food.
agreement Envirocycle representatives must test the
system four times a year and provide written ~WOY WOY PENINSULA EMERGENCY
certificates of inspection. Council inspectors will still
have to test the system. | have copies of a number Ms ANDREWS (Peats) [6.13 p.m.]: Last
of newspaper clippings about the impact of this feeMonday evening, 22 June, a major disaster was
Councillor Eric Richardson has been leading thdarrowly avoided on the Woy Woy peninsula when

SEPTIC TANK INSPECTION FEES
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approximately 3,000 litres of petrol escaped from @ssisting in the operation were members of the

road tanker. The accident occurred at the corner &fmbulance Service, police officers from Brisbane

Ocean Beach Road and Rawson Road, Woy WoWVater local area command, Environment Protection

which is a busy intersection in the midst of anAuthority officers and Gosford City Council

industrial and residential area. The quick response ®mployees. Particular mention must be made of the

the emergency 000 call helped to avoid a majodedicated service rendered by Mr Wayne Reid of

catastrophe. The emergency call was received &Yoy Woy depot, other emergency services

7.09 p.m. and the Woy Woy fire brigade, under thepersonnel and the petrol tanker driver. More than 40

command of Captain Stuart Richter, arrived at thdirefighters attached to New South Wales Fire

scene at 7.14 p.m.—a response time of a mere fivBrigades were involved in the mopping up exercise

minutes. Firefighters were faced with the dauntinghat continued all night and until 10.00 a.m. the

task of cleaning a petrol spillage that had alreadjollowing day. The area was declared safe at 9.00

begun to enter the drainage system and wasm., but firefighters maintained a watching brief for

travelling towards Brisbane Water. Woy Woy several more hours.

firefighters immediately set about damming the area

surrounding the escaped fuel and isolating valves on  Superintendent Jon Langshaw was forthcoming

the petrol tanker to contain the spillage. in his praise of local residents for their tremendous
community spirit in offering their homes as staging

Further assistance was sought fronpoints for firefighting crews throughout the night

surrounding central coast fire stations and quicland for displaying good sense in keeping away from

responses came from Ettalong, which is under ththe scene, enabling those involved to get on with

captaincy of well-known local resident Vince their jobs. On Tuesday, 23 June, Ken Thompson,

Wiegold, as well as Saratoga and Wyong fireregional commander of the north area and Assistant

brigades. Specialist Fire Brigades Hazardou€ommissioner of the New South Wales Fire

Material—HAZMAT—response teams from Brigades contacted me to provide a report on the

Newcastle and Sydney were promptly on the sceniacident. That courtesy was very much appreciated.

to render support. Those specialist firefighters uset@o everyone involved in this extensive exercise and

sophisticated measuring equipment to identify thevho displayed great courage and deep devotion to

more dangerous pockets of fuel so that correaduty, | extend my sincere thanks on behalf of the

strategies and tactics could be employed to preveRteats electorate.

ignition and facilitate recovery of the fuel.

Approximately 1,000 litres of fuel were KURNELL TO LA PEROUSE

recovered—an outstanding effort. It is worth FERRY SERVICE

mentioning that in cleaning up this spill New South

Wales Fire Brigades used its recently developed Mr KERR (Cronulla) [6.18 p.m.]: | should

incident control system—ICS—to manage whalike to raise two aspects about modern Australia's

became a protracted incident extending across ladrthplace. The first relates to a sea link. Proposals

wide area. are under way for a Kurnell to La Perouse ferry
service. | have received a letter from the Sutherland

Operations were carried out in extremeShire Tourism Association, which states:

weather conditions with heavy rainfalls and

prevailing strong winds making things most difficult. ~ We are seeking $20,000 from you—

To reduce the possibility of fire, booms were laid

across drains and foam was applied to the maithe Premier—

spillage. Three drainage outfalls were dammed to

minimise the potential for fuel to enter the @as memt_)er for Maroubra towards an enginee_ring study for the

environmentally sensitive Brisbane Water. Had that g’;:;iz"zzg]iztmflIIWhaNeS and ferry services between La

operation not been carried out so swiftly, the

spillage may have easily ma_de .its way into thel'he letter continued:

nearby Brisbane Water, resulting in the destruction

of numerous oyster leases and severely hindering rrom the years of federation until 1974 a ferry operated

recreational fishing and numerous water sport between Kurnell and La Perouse. In 1974 the Kurnell wharf
activities. was destroyed by storms and the ferry disbanded.

0 . In 1997 interest in the ferry service began to grow through
verall operatlons we_re under t_he, control of Randwick City Council and other community groups. In 1998
New South Wales Fire Brigades relieving central 5 task force was established with representatives from
zone superintendent Jon Langshaw and the exerciseRandwick City Council, Sutherland Shire Tourism

was co-ordinated by training officer Alan Dixon. Association, Sutherland Shire Council, Sutherland District
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Chamber of Commerce and Industry, La Perouse Communitand | have written to the Roads and Traffic
Development_Program. This task fgrce is now pursuing th%uthority seeking to have that area improved. | am
;eslsgggttejtfni';;ﬁ’crtu:Zle construction of the wharves andgqying” to regenerate interest in the birthplace of
modern Australia by providing, first, a ferry service
This task force has developed a consultancy brief for an initiaBnd, secondly, enhancement of the approaches to the
engineering study. This study will investigate such issues as: Sutherland Shire. Both initiatives should be warmly

N S welcomed.
. Identification of several possible sites for wharves on
both sides (La Perouse, Kurnell), suitable for
recreational boating and ferry use. SUTHERLAND SHIRE COUNCIL BUILDING
DEVELOPMENT
. Development of drawings of several different styles
of Wharves_takln_g into cqn5|derat|qn the quglnal Mr McMANUS (Bull) [6.23 p.m]: As a
styles and sizes, if appropriate. Provide drawings on . .
disk where possible. former alderman | am reluctant to involve myself in

the decision-making processes of local government.
+  Development of cost estimates of wharves allowingHowever, | do so for two reasons. The first is that a
for a range of vessel requirements and wharf styles. development application has been lodged with
. Production of maps showing location of wharves andSUtherland Shire Council, No. DA980_4_1’ relgtmg to
the different options. a site at 971-985 and 995 Old Princes Highway,
Engadine. The proposed development is for two-
. Review the environmental factors which need to bestorey, three-storey and four-storey walk-up units,
considered for the construction of both wharves. and a six-storey tower residential development
. Review existing geotechnical information. Where Fomam!ng 100 units. In my view that_devek)pment
additional information is required, following approval IS~ Seriously —out of character with previous
from relevant authorities, engage appropriatelydevelopments in the Engadine-Heathcote region. The
qualified specialists to provide extra detail. second reason | have become involved is the lack of
N . intestinal fortitude of some of the Liberal councillors
. Identification of all relevant statutory organisations . . -
with relevant jurisdiction for the construction, on Sut.herland Shlre Council to accept responsibility
planning or granting of permission for the wharves for their own actions.
and any other bodies which should be involved.
) Two of the councillors involved are Councillor
*  Development of a clear and achievable\yhio the Deputy Mayor of the Shire, and
implementation strategy for the construction of the . . . .
wharves. Identification of funding opportunities for Councillor Redmond, who both live in Engadine. A
construction of the wharves. monumental blunder is about to happen if council
permits this development to go ahead. | am
*  Evaluation of economic benefits and tourism concerned at the sleight-of-hand that is talking place
potential for Randwick and Sutherland Council areas.in the shire even before the councillors have dealt
. conduct community consultation. with the application. Two major issues are involved.
One is that some councillors in the Engadine region
They are worthwhile objectives. As | have said inhave been saying that the development is a
the past, for too long the birthplace of modernDepartment of Housing project. | have asked the
Australia has been neglected. During the past twblinister for Housing to be present in the Chamber
years the Federal member, Stephen Mutch, andt® refute those statements. The second major issue is
have been instrumental in assisting with thghat the councillors have to be responsible for their
organisation of the Kurnell community festival. Theown actions.
other approach by road to Kurnell is over the
appropriately named Captain Cook Bridge. As | For many years local government in this State
have stated in this House on a number of occasionBas been calling for autonomy and the right for
when one has crossed the bridge one is confrontemuncils to make their own decisions in relation to
by a large median strip. The Roads and Trafficlevelopment applications. Because the proposed
Authority was scheduled to provide funding so thatlevelopment is unfavourable, the council is
the whole area could be landscaped. At the preseattempting to switch the play to make certain that
time it remains an eyesore. the State Government gets the blame. | am reluctant
to step in but | shall do so to ensure that the people
The council has been instrumental in drawingof the Engadine-Heathcote region know exactly who
up plans for the landscaping but only a fraction ofis footing the bill. The situation in that regard is that
the necessary work has been done. Anyone passitite Sutherland Shire Council, so far as | am aware,
that area would appreciate that a great deal remai&s exercised its rights under the Local Government
to be done. A number of inquiries have been madéct. However, as soon as the issue became
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controversial they attempted to shift theelse, instead of trying to promote a scare campaign
responsibility to someone else. about who might be purchasing the site, council
should look to its own levels of professionalism and
Some years ago the Minister for Urban Affairsdetermine whether it is doing anything more than
and Planning became aware that Department gfassing the buck and deceiving members of its own
Housing land at Cooper Street, Engadine, had beamommunity.
rezoned under a former Liberal Government. The
Minister stepped in quickly to ensure that unwanted NATIONAL PARK POLICING
development was not permitted in that
environmentally sensitive area. It has been retained Mr O'DOHERTY  (Ku-ring-gai) [6.29 p.m.]:
as Cooper Street park for the benefit of the residentsraise an issue on behalf of the residents of North
of the Engadine area. The same councillors wh@ahroonga, particularly Mr Ken Broadhead, who
demanded that the Minister take action in regard thas written to me with considerable anger and
Cooper Street a couple of years ago are now silembncern about an incident that happened on the
about the monumental blunder that is about to bafternoon of Saturday 7 June. It was a long weekend
perpetrated on my constituents. | am will not let itand he was looking forward to a weekend at home.
happen. | hope the Minister will be able to enlighterHe took his dog for a walk in the same way as
the House as to the current position and will ensurenany residents of New South Wales. His dog is an
that the Government will watch carefully what the18-month-old desexed female whippet. He chose to
councillors of the Sutherland shire are up to. | antake her for a walk on a lead—and | stress "on a
not prepared to stand idly by. | propose to informlead"—on the Grosvenor track, which is at the
the constituents of Engadine and Heathcote that Boundary of Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park.
they are not careful the council will approve
unwanted developments in the region. Members will understand, as | do, that there is
a clear rule which says one is not allowed to walk
Mr KNOWLES (Moorebank—Minister for dogs in a national park. That is the basis of Mr
Urban Affairs and Planning, and Minister for Broadhead's concern. He says that because he was
Housing) [6.27 p.m.]: The honourable member fowalking his dog in the national park, something
Bulli should be congratulated on his efforts onmany residents in North Wahroonga have done for
behalf of his constituents. At the outset | confirmgenerations, he was the subject of what he describes
that the Department of Housing has absolutely nas a paramilitary sting operation by National Parks
interest in this site and rumours being circulatecand Wildlife Service officers. As he was walking his
should be ignored. With regard to the proposedlog on a lead down the track he was met by a
development, it would be putting it mildly to suggestwoman coming the other way with two huge black
that Sutherland Shire Council is drawing somewhatlogs not on leads. She said, "Watch out, there are
of a long bow if it seeks to blame anyone but itselfnational parks officers down the road." Mr
for the zoning that permits such a development oBroadhead turned around to leave the park and a
the site in question. The fact is that the localNational Parks and Wildlife Service vehicle cut
environmental plan is the council's plan, and the sixthem off at the pass as it were, and an interview
storey height limit is contained in council's ensued.
development control plan. It is part of council's
residential strategy, which it prepared allegedly in The interview was an interesting process.
consultation with the community, to obtain theDuring the interview National Parks and Wildlife
exemption which it has achieved under Stat&ervice officers photographed my constituent
Environmental Planning Policy No. 53. without his consent. They asked him for
identification, which he did not have. After all, he
Honourable members will recall that when lwas walking his dog on a Saturday afternoon within
became Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning inmetres of his home. They then told him he could be
May 1995 | repealed the previous Government'grosecuted and fined a significant amount of money.
urban consolidation laws and asked all councils tdle is objecting to the operation, which he describes
prepare their own residential strategies. By and largas paramilitary in its planning and operation. He
Sutherland Shire Council, together with 53 otheobjects to the fact that residents had no forewarning
councils, managed to do that. Sutherland Shirabout this operation. As part of the interview process
Council certainly prepared a residential strategy anbe was asked whether he had seen the sign that says
it developed its own rules. The site conforms withdogs were not allowed in the park. Any resident
council's rules and the application to develop the sitbving near the park would probably be aware there
is being made apparently in conformity withis a sign saying no dogs are allowed, no bikes are
council's rules. Instead of trying to blame someonallowed, and so on. Unlike signs erected by local
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government authorities, the sign does not specifio respond directly to the honourable member for
that dogs are not allowed unless they are on leads. Ku-ring-gai. This incident seems to me to be what
simply says no dogs are allowed. My constituenty colleague in the fourth estate who is now
claims that there ought to be a more clear definitiomesident in New York, Mark Riley, would use as an
of which dogs are not allowed and under whichexample of the need to apply what he would call the
circumstances. reasonable man test. Mark Riley, reasonable man
that he is, would acknowledge that sometimes these
The main point | make, and the point | ask theissues should be dealt with sensibly with regard
Minister to note, is this: the residents who livebeing paid to local circumstances and to local
directly opposite the national park, within metres ofcommunity needs.
it, are this community's best way of policing the
perimeter of the sensitive bushland. When protected | am sure that Mark Riley, as he is walking
areas, such as a national park, are directly oppositeasound Central Park with his dog, no doubt on a
residential area, with no other buffer zone, thdeash, would seek to have the reasonable man test
residents are the best environmental officers angpplied to himself if he were in the same
government is likely to employ to protect thecircumstances as Mr Broadhead. | know that as he
environment. Therefore, National Parks and Wildlifdeaves Central Park and crosses the road to F. A. O.
Service officers ought to treat those people wittschwartz—to buy a hat for my son, which he
respect. promised to do more than three months ago—he will
keep his dog on the lead. Of course, as a reasonable
If the National Parks and Wildlife Service hasman, he will deliver on the promise he made to me
decided, for whatever reason, that the walking obefore departing for New York. He will know that I,
dogs in the park is of particular concern, beyond thas another reasonable man, have upheld my part of
general concern that we all share about dogs ithe bargain: | have recorded his name Hansard
parks—and | make it plain that | share thoseforever more. As one reasonable man to another:
concerns; neither dogs nor cats should be in nationdark, | expect that hat to be delivered posthaste—at
parks—why does the service not do what otheyour earliest convenience.
agencies do? Why not circularise local residents or
call a meeting? Why not do a letterbox drop to AUBURN HOSPITAL
educate them as to the reasons why dogs should not
be in the park? Why does the service not tell the Mr NAGLE (Auburn) [6.36 p.m.]: | raise a
residents that it has come to its attention thatnatter of great importance to my electorate. Some
residents have been walking their dogs in the parkynscrupulous individuals have made statements to
and if the practice continues beyond a specified datey constituents as well as to hospital staff at
they will be prosecuted? Why make it an ambushAuburn hospital that there is a plan, first, to close
which many residents believe to be an exercise ithe accident and emergency department at the
revenue collection? hospital and, ultimately, to close the hospital. That
claim has caused great consternation amongst the
Mr Broadhead is a member of the Rotary Clubmedical and nursing staff as well as the ancillary
of Wahroonga. With other members of the club, hestaff of this fine hospital. In 1988, when | became
contributed to cleaning up the Grosvenor track in théhe member for Auburn, there were three hospitals
recent Australia Day clean-up. He is thinking twicein my electorate: St Joseph's Hospital, which was
about doing that again. By its actions, the serviceun by the Sisters of Mercy; Lidcombe Hospital, a
has turned a good citizen, one who wanted to caréne hospital that provided specialist treatment; and
for the park and who had no particular Auburn Hospital.
understanding of the rules relating to dogs in the
park, into an enemy. That is extremely regrettable. | By 1992 Lidcombe Hospital and St Joseph's
ask the Minister for the Environment to takeHospital had disappeared, although St Joseph's is
particular note of what | have said and | ask thenow a rehabilitation and palliative care centre. |
service to change its practiceditne expired. commend the nuns for the great work they do for
the elderly and for the good work they do in
Mr KNOWLES (Moorebank—Minister for rehabilitation. St Joseph's is the hospital at which
Urban Affairs and Planning, and Minister for my mother died one morning at 4.00 a.m. when |
Housing) [6.34 p.m.]: | commend the honourablehad to turn off the life support system. It is the
member for Ku-ring-gai for his remarks on behalf ofhospital that my father and brothers attended on
Mr Broadhead and others in relation to thenumerous occasions when | was seriously injured in
Grosvenor track. | undertake to raise those matteis car accident in 1954. So that hospital holds many
with the Minister for the Environment. | will ask her strong memories for me.
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Last night the honourable member forrecord. The Auburn hospital should not close. Read
Sutherland, a new member of this House, and themy lips: the hospital will not close, the accident and
honourable member for Georges River spoke abowmergency department will not close and there will
the lack of hospitals in their region. One thing thenot be a change of status. | commend the Minister
Labor Government and the Minister for Health havefor Health for his press release, which will put to
not done is close any local hospitals that provideest once and for all the scurrilous rumours that have
acute care. For the benefit of Dr Peter Cone, themanated from coalition members. The hospital will
medical and nursing staff, and the unscrupulougemain open.
people spreading these rumours, | will read to the
House What the Deputy Premier and Minister fOI’ Mr KNOWLES (Moorebank_l\/”nister for
Health said about Auburn Hospital in a recent presgpan Affairs and Planning, and Minister for
release. The media release stated: Housing) [6.41 p.m.]: | join the honourable member
for Auburn in commending the Minister for Health
for providing an assurance to Auburn constituents. It
is a scurrilous and disgraceful act of a very
The Accident and Emergency Department at Auburn Hospitatlesperate Opposition that it would spread such
is remaining open. rumours in the Auburn community. There is no
. . _doubt that there will be no changes to the Auburn
| want to reassure the staff of the hospital and the co_mmunlt:}hospitaI accident and emergency department.
that Auburn's Accident and Emergency Department will not be .
closed,” said Deputy Premier, Minister for Health, andWVithout doubt, that has come about because of this
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. Government's recognition of the needs of western

Sydney residents, particularly those in the Auburn
"In no way would | consider any proposal that involved thiselectorate, and its determination to provide them
measure.” with quality services. Of course, that is due in no
"Auburn Hospital will continue to meet the local health needssmaII part to the efforts of the honou_rable memb_er
of its community.” for Auburn, who has represented his community

diligently and tenaciously in this Parliament for
"It was the former Coalition Government that closed hospitalsmany years.

The Carr [Labor] Government is committed to providing high
quality local health care."

NO CHANGES TO AUBURN ACCIDENT AND
EMERGENCY

It is shameful for the honourable member for
"The Accident and Emergency department at the hospite(?‘Ubum to be required to put the record straight in
provides a valuable service for families in the surroundingthis Chamber, to counter the lies and deceit of those
area and that service will continue.” who seek to create fear amongst people in the
community who are less well informed, less able to
form opinions and rely on their members of
Parliament for honest, straightforward and decent
“His on-going interest and support for the hospital and theddvice. It is about time that people in this State
people it serves is invaluable," said Dr Refshauge. recognised that we need people such as the
honourable member for Auburn, who delivers honest
| remind honourable members that the Auburrand genuine service to the community, as opposed to
electorate has almost 75,000 constituents. Witthose who would tear down the fabric of a
redistribution of the boundaries, the electorate wilcommunity simply to create dissension and
have up to 80,000 constituents. In the Auburrdisruption for their own base political gains. Nobody
municipality, of which the hospital is part, live gets away with that these days. The honourable
people of 48 different nationalities, excluding thosemember for Auburn in raising this matter in the
of English, Irish, Welsh and Scottish backgroundsHouse continues the good work for which he is well
With a large ethnic population, the hospital dailyknown in standing up for the rights of constituents
faces the need to communicate with people whef the municipality and electorate of Auburn.
may not be able to speak English. People from some
communities are recognised as being very volatile, Private members' statements noted.
particularly if they have difficultly in getting their

"I would like to acknowledge the work of my colleague,
Member for Auburn, Peter Nagle."

message across. The hospital and its nursing staff— BILLS RETURNED
and | particularly praise the staff of the accident and
emergency department—do a magnificent job. The following bills were returned from the

) Legislative Council without amendment:
The accident and emergency department last

year took i'_" 21,000 cases, of which half needed Duties Amendment (Managed Investments) Bill
acute care in the hospital. Only 400 cases required Police Integrity Commission Amendment Bill
going away for specialised treatment. That is a fine Public Sector Management Amendment Bill
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APPROPRIATION BILL The Treasurer took great pride in announcing
that the Carr Government has declared 49 new
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL national parks and reserves in the past three years.

According to theDaily Telegraph the Government
APPROPRIATION (SPECIAL OFFICES) BILL plans to declare another 52 national parks and
wilderness areas before Christmas. That will make a

APPROPRIATION (1997-98 BUDGET total of 101 new national parks in New South Wales
VARIATIONS) BILL under this Government. Whilst at first glance that

may seem to be a good thing for the environment,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AMENDMENT the Carr Government is wrong to think that its

(TRANSMISSION OPERATOR'S LEVY) BILL environmental credentials will be measured in the
electorate by how many national parks and

PREMIUM PROPERTY TAX BILL wilderness areas it has created. There is much more
to good environmental resource management than

PUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT burdening the National Parks and Wildlife Service
AMENDMENT BILL with extra national parks when it cannot manage

what it has now.
STATE REVENUE LEGISLATION FURTHER

AMENDMENT BILL Whilst the Carr Government is busy declaring

new national parks by locking up State forests and

Second Reading forcing country people onto the dole, it is cutting
vital programs. For example, there has been a 33 per

Debate resumed from an earlier hour. cent reduction in the past three years in country
water and sewerage programs, blue-green algae and
Mr D. L. PAGE (Ballina) [6.44 p.m.]: | ricercare management funding has been halved from

welcome this opportunity to participate in debate or$7.8 million to $3.4 million in 1998-99, and 32 jobs
the Carr Government's last budget before its defeat catchment and floodplain management have been
at the next election. The essence to this yearlsst. Control of noxious weeds and feral animals has
budget is a $800 million increase in tax revenue, gone on the backburner. Simply transferring parts of
$500 million cut in capital works spending and anthe existing Crown estate, State forests, into a
overly ambitious asset sales program. The $80@ifferent category of national parks and wilderness
million increased tax revenue will take, on averageproduces little, if any, environment benefit.
$363 extra out of the pockets of every New South
Wales family this year. Far from putting families The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
first, as the Treasurer claimed, this budget puts taxd®esearch Organisation comprehensive flora and
first and families last. The budget makes New Soutfiauna study in the Murwillumbah management area
Wales undisputedly the highest taxed State imndicated that there is very little difference in
Australia, with taxes having increased by a massivbiodiversity between logged and unlogged forests.
33 per cent under the Carr Government. New SoutBimply changing the name of a reserve from "State
Wales taxes are now 11 per cent higher per persdorest" to "national park” is not of huge environment
than they are in Victoria. benefit at the end of the day, although this
Government would like us all to believe that is the
This year's budget forecasts a 5.7 per centase. The Government has much more pressing and
increase in tax revenue, including a $103 millionchallenging issues to deal with, such as air pollution
increase in gambling taxes. This State will have tdn the city, population pressures in the Hawkesbury-
do something about the amount of tax raised througNepean Basin and fixing up water quality in the
gambling, for good social reasons. There will alsaivers. It should also increase funding on country
be a $24 million increase in driver's licence fees. Asvater and sewerage schemes, rather than decreasing
coalition spokesman on land and water conservatiothe funding, to stop pollution of the waterways.
| intend to make some comments about that part of
the budget. Almost all clients of the Department of Even the Minister for Land and Water
Land and Water Conservation live in regional NewConservation on 7 May 1998 in this House when
South Wales. The portfolio also includes the off-responding to a question about country water and
budget item of forestry. This is a disappointingsewerage funding admitted that, "based on progress
budget for regional New South Wales in everyover the last two years, it is expected the current
respect. The Government's policies in forestry, watearate of funding will result in the 'backlog’ being
and native vegetation have all cost hundreds of jobsleared in about 12 years." The Minister has said
and millions of dollars in investment in regionalthat it will take 12 years to clear the backlog of
New South Wales. country water and sewerage schemes. The central
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point | make initially is that all the new national reflects a weak commitment on the part of the
parks may appear to be impressive in an electio@overnment to the management of the Crown estate.
brochure but they provide precious little benefit,
especially when one takes into account environment A couple of years ago at the country summit,
challenges such as water quality, pollution andhe Premier made an important promise that he
dealing with country water and sewerage matters. would transfer 241 jobs out of Sydney into regional
areas within the Department of Land and Water
Country town and water supply, and sewerag€onservation. Yesterday, under questioning, the
scheme funding has been reduced from $75 millioMinister for Land and Water Conservation indicated
when Labor came to power to $50 million in 1998-that only 35 of those 241 jobs had been filled. That
99, a 33 per cent reduction. The number ofs a pathetic response by Labor to the needs of
completed projects has fallen from 30 in 1995-96 taegional New South Wales, particularly in the public
15 in 1998-99, and the number of projects undesector. As a result of the policies of the Carr
construction has fallen from 80 in 1995-96 to anGovernment, particularly in relation to timber—
estimated 70 in 1998-99. This is despite pollution inwhich has suffered hundreds of job losses
regional New South Wales waterways caused bgotwithstanding it has a structural adjustment
inadequate sewerage systems. In addition, thgackage in place—more jobs have been lost than
Government's policy is not to fund new sewerag@ained. The bottom line is that many jobs, probably
systems that need to be put in place to cope witBOO or 900, have been lost in regional areas as a
population growth. This adversely impacts on coastaksult of the Carr Government's timber policy. Its
waterways in particular. | call on the Government towater policies also create a lot of problems, job
review that policy. Coastal towns experiencing rapidosses and lost investment opportunities.
population growth have a higher need for better
sewerage schemes and therefore should be  Staff cuts in the Department of Eduction and
considered in a more favourable light. They shouldraining and the abolition of regional offices have
not be penalised. been absolutely no help whatsoever to regional New
South Wales. For example, 70 people were taken
Budget allocations for blue-green algae androm the Lismore regional office by the Carr
river care management have been halved from $7@overnment when it came to power. As | indicated,
million in 1997-98 to $3.4 million in 1998-99. The | have no doubt that the net employment
Minister did not deny that in the estimatescontribution of the Carr Labor Government to
committee hearings—indeed, he confirmed theegional areas will be negative at the conclusion of
figures. Budgeted staff reductions in land andts term in March 1999. People in regional New
vegetation management of 37 in 1998-99 are ndbouth Wales will reward the Government—if that is
consistent with the promise of the Minister forthe right word—by kicking it out of office. Not only
Agriculture, and Minister for Land and Water has the Government failed to deliver on public
Conservation to increase human resources to makector jobs in the bush, its water policies have
the Native Vegetation Conservation Act morereduced private sector income and jobs. For
workable. In response to my questions, the Ministeexample, the Australian Bureau for Agriculture and
indicated that the jobs would be lost to the corporat®esource Economics—ABARE—indicated today in
sector. Time will tell, but it certainly does not sit its latest report that the Government's water policy
well that land and vegetation management has lostill result in a 10 per cent loss of cotton production
37 people in the current budget. in Australia in 1997-98.

Soil conservation grants are down from $20.9 The estimated cost in lost exports is in the
million in 1997-98 to $17.5 million in 1998-99. vicinity of $200 million to $220 million. That
Staffing in the catchment, coastal and flood plainncome is sorely needed in regional New South
management has been reduced from 583 people Wales and will not be available as a direct result of
1997-98 to 551 people in 1998-99, a drop of 32the Government's water policies. There is very little
The Carr Government is shifting the funding burderin the budget for the electorate of Ballina
onto local government by reducing capital grantgarticularly and the north coast generally. The
from $29 million in 1997-98 to $25 million in 1998- budget is extremely disappointing. It fails to fund
99. The budget papers reveal that staff responsibleuch-needed additional police not just in my
for the assessment and management of Crown lardectorate but across the north of New South Wales.
will be reduced from 575 in 1997-98 to 541 inThe budget fails to provide any significant
1998-99, a reduction of 34. Capital grants in Crowreducational capital works funding. Perhaps one or
land management will be reduced from $11.2wo new schools will be funded on the entire north
million to $2.8 million—a huge reduction that coast. Under the previous coalition Government |
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opened five new schools in my electorate on behathe Ballina electorate. Contrast that with the five
of the Minister. new schools that were opened, two new hospitals
that were redeveloped and every courthouse in the
| will contrast the amount of money going into electorate that was upgraded and refurbished under
the north coast under the coalition with what isthe previous coalition Government. | am particularly
going on at the moment under the Carr Governmentlisappointed that there has been no funding for
No announcement was made about the opening ofiuch-needed and worthy projects to build halls at
new schools in my electorate. | am aware of onl\Ballina primary school and Lennox Head primary
one new school proposed on the north coast, argthool.
that is at Evans Head. Good luck Evans Head! The
election budget is designed to win votes in Labor It is time a government addressed the issue of
marginal seats, with most funding going toolder schools that do not have adequate halls for
Newcastle, Wollongong and western Sydney. It ishings such as school assemblies. A program should
especially disappointing to see that only 100 nevbe developed to specifically target and remedy the
police will be employed statewide in a force ofproblem. New schools are designed with halls, as
some 16,000. The Government is talking about 10€hey should be, but older schools were not designed
new police across the State. But many more ar@ith a multipurpose centre or school hall, and they
needed in Byron Bay and Ballina particularly, andhave to line up at the end of a queue and compete
across other parts of the north coast generally. with new schools and other priorities. Inevitably,
because of the way the system works, those schools
It is interesting to note that in the 10 years orgo to the bottom of the heap. A separate program
so that | have been the local member for Ballina thehould allocate a certain amount of the education
number of police at Byron Bay has substantiallycapital works budget to deal with that problem.
increased. In 1988 Ballina had about 16 officers, an8allina primary school has more than 550 students,
by the time the coalition left office in 1995 there yet they do not have anywhere to assemble on a wet
were about 34. In three years of the Carday. | put in a special plea not just for Ballina
Government no additional allocation of resourceprimary school and Lennox Head primary school to
has been made to either of those patrols, despitehave halls built—they must be funded—but for a
population growth and an increase in the crime rateeomplete program to be established to provide halls
It is difficult to say anything positive about the for older schools which, under the current
budget, but | am pleased to note that the Federal amirangements, are unlikely to be funded in the
State governments are continuing their 10-yedfuture.
commitment to upgrade the Pacific Highway, with
all major projects between Bangalow and Yelgun The budget is very disappointing for my
receiving funding. electorate. No extra and much-needed resources
have been provided for police. There are no
In addition, $1 million has been allocated toeducation capital works. The Northern Rivers Area
the Ballina bypass, which will enable theHealth Service is to receive $161 million and it
continuation of the project through its planningneeds about $176 million to properly service the
phase. The Alstonville bypass has been allocatduealth needs of the area it serves, so it is
$750,000, which will enable only the continuation ofunderfunded by about $15 million. As a result, in
the planning and design aspects of the project. It iBebruary surgery at Ballina District Hospital was
disappointing because the project has been in thmut. The Government announced that it will take
design and development phase for a couple of yeaesvay the operating theatre at Mullumbimby Hospital
and the environmental impact statement has bedrom 30 June, causing huge concern among residents
completed. In this year's budget | was hoping to seef the Brunswick Valley. Last Thursday in the town
a substantial allocation to enable construction of thef Mullumbimby, which has a population of a little
project to commence. Approximately $4 million orover 2,000, 800 people marched and 5,870 people
$5 million is needed to get the project under waysigned a petition, which | lodged earlier this week,
but unfortunately that was missing from the budget. in support of the retention of the operating theatre at
Mullumbimby Hospital.
The budget also allocated $330,000 towards a
much-needed living skills centre at Ballina. The people are concerned not just about the
Previously people have had to go to Lismore, and imeed to protect surgical services; they are concerned
some cases John Hunter Hospital, to receive rentiat this may be the thin end of the wedge. If there
and dialysis treatment. A 66 kilowatt substation ais no surgery certain types of obstetric work which
Mullumbimby has been allocated $500,000. Aparare likely to require surgery may not be undertaken.
from those few items nothing is in the budget forAccident and emergency services could be affected.
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People are concerned about the domino effect. godiatry, women's health, sexual health, needle
hope that the Government will provide the $200,00@xchange, child physiotherapy, nutrition and an
necessary to keep the operating theatre aifter-hours general practitioner service developed in
Mullumbimby Hospital going. It is a disappointing liaison with local practitioners.
budget overall, statewide and across portfolios. The
Government is happy to declare national parks The Long Jetty community health centre will
which cost a lot of jobs in country areas to try tobe a centre of excellence that is easily accessible
impress people with its green credentials but when @&nd, most importantly, tailored to meet the needs of
really counts, in relation to river quality and countrythe local community. Some $320,000 was also
town water and sewerage supplies, Governmemtlocated for improvements to the Long Jetty
members cannot be seen for dust. Money is cubpatient unit. The Long Jetty site has 40 years of
back. In my electorate at a local level the budget isich history within the local community. Extension
the fourth disappointing budget under the Carand provision of new services to the Long Jetty site
Government. was a commitment given by the Minister for Health
prior to the last election and | am pleased that the
Mr McBRIDE (The Entrance) [7.04 p.m.]: commitment has now been honoured in full.
Treasurer Egan described his fourth budget in the
terms, "The eagle has landed." There is no doubt | acknowledge the support of the matron and
that the eagle has landed on the central coast sincganager of the Long Jetty centre, Margaret
the election of the Carr Government in March 1995Curthoys; the members of the hospital auxiliary, so
In the Government's first budget Treasurer Egan setbly led by President Thelma Peck, who have
the fiscal parameters of the Carr Labor Governmentontributed to the centre over decades; and Helen
sound, responsible government with a commitmerand Geoff Ambler of the Berkeley Vale and
to Labor principles and ideals, with priority being Chittaway progress association, who over 1993-94
given to health, education, police, communitygathered more than 15,000 signatures on a petition
services, public transport and roads. And this has althich was presented to the Parliament in support of
been achieved in the context of funding the Sydnethe retention of the Long Jetty facility and the
Olympics. Following the Carr Government inheritingexpansion of its services. All these people attended
the Olympics, the appointment of Michael Knight asthe unveiling ceremony by the Deputy Premier. | am
Minister for the Olympics has proved to be adelighted that they were there because it was an
masterstroke of political judgment. opportunity to publicly acknowledge their
contribution to the facility.
The Olympic project is on target. The
construction of facilities is well in advance of the Other good news in health on the central coast
record of any other Olympics in modern history.includes $6 million to build new community health
Construction is on budget and all Olympic costs areentres at Erina and Tuggerah and $5.2 million for a
being paid for now, up front. Not a cent will be left new day-surgery unit at Wyong Hospital. | pay
to pay in September 2000. This has been achievespecial tribute to the efforts of the honourable
against a background of increases in the traditionahember for Wyong, Paul Crittenden, who has
Labor priority areas. For example, this yearfollowed in the footsteps of his predecessor Harry
expenditure for health and hospitals will total $6,663Moore in his unflinching commitment to the
million, an increase over last year's allocation oftonstant addition of services at Wyong Hospital. The
$426 million or 6.8 per cent. That is an increase otentral coast stretches some 60 kilometres from
$1,342 million or 25.4 per cent on the 1994Broken Bay to the southern shores of Lake
coalition budget. Macquarie and it is essential that medical and health
services are distributed in a mix that best services
Statewide, $79 million will be invested to the local communities. The Carr Government is
complete new facilities, with $1.8 million for the actively fulfilling this goal, as evidenced in this
construction of the Long Jetty community healthbudget and the previous three budgets.
centre. On 11 June the Deputy Premier and Minister
for Health, Dr Andrew Refshauge, visited Long Jetty Another traditional Labor budget priority is
to unveil plans for the new community health centreeducation. Again the Carr Government continues to
It is anticipated that construction will commence inincrease its commitment to education in its fourth
September, with work scheduled to be completed blgudget. The total education budget is $6.809 billion,
February-March 1999. Services to be delivered an increase of $338 million or 5.2 per cent on last
Long Jetty include those involved with mentalyear's budget, and an increase of $1.2 billion or 21.4
health, community nursing, speech therapy, chilgher cent on the 1994 coalition budget. Again, new
health, drug and alcohol victims, youth healthfunding has been allocated for facilities, quality
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resources and programs for students on the centr@mpletion in April 1999. This is a unique facility
coast. on the central coast and hopefully management of
the site will receive pleasing reports in the not-too-
In The Entrance electorate, $1.12 million haddistant future.
been allocated to complete the new $4.7 million
Narara Public School at Newling Street, Narara. Some $1.8 million has been allocated to
This school relocation is in response to significantontinue stage two of Ourimbah Public School. The
student population growth and involves a move fronproject involves the replacement of long-term
a turn-of-the-century school site to a new state-ofdemountables with permanent accommodation at a
the-art facility on a landscaped site in what can onlyost of $3.13 million and is also due for completion
be described as a magnificent location. The existingn 1999. Ourimbah Public School is on a fascinating
school is landlocked on a site on the old Pacificschool site with its own environmental bush and
Highway with major access and related problemshabitat walks nestled into the forested hillside. The
The new school will be completed by the fourthschool dates back to the 1860s—the period of the
term, with classes beginning in the first term ofAmerican Civil War—and was originally known as
1999. Blue Gum Flat Public School. Like Tuggerah,
Lisarow and Narara public schools, it has some of
Some $1.3 million was allocated to begin workthe oldest working buildings on the central coast.
on a new hall, upgrading the existing school and
consolidating the primary and infants departments The central coast school communities have
onto one site at The Entrance Public School. Thiglso benefited from the back-to-school allowance,
$2.8 million project will provide a hall, new the additional 2,250 new teacher positions, allocation
classrooms and toilets, and will upgradeof $65 million to literacy initiatives and $68 million
administration and existing classrooms. The projedunding for the technology-in-schools program. The
is expected to be completed by the year 2000. Thelinister for Education and Training has revitalised
Entrance Public School is one of the few publiceducation on the central coast and is quickly
schools on the central coast without a school halkatching up on the area's backlog of outstanding
Co-location of the infants and primary departmentsvorks. Through his actions he has demonstrated his
has begun a process of construction of newnderstanding and commitment to meeting the needs
classrooms, new facilities and, most important, &f school communities on the central coast.
new school hall. These new works will provide a
major improvement to the quality of resources at the Budget funding for community aged and
school. disability services, at $1,355 million, has increased
by $364 million or almost 37 per cent since the last
| should like to personally thank the Minister coalition budget. This year's increase is $143 million
for Education and Training, John Aquilina, for hisor around 12 per cent. Programs include $461.2
continued support for the provision of new educatiomillion for disability services, an increase of $48
facilities on the central coast and in The Entrancenillion; $316 million for support and assistance to
electorate. The Entrance Public School has been children, adolescents and families under stress or in
major issue for me in the time that | have been therisis, an increase of $30 million; and a $15 million
local member. The Minister personally took anincrease for the home and community care program.
interest in the project and in the budget hasThe Department of Community Services portfolio is
honoured his commitment to me. He has always difficult and demanding area of government. |
been available and is sympathetic to the needs of thweish to record my support for the Minister for
area generated by the ongoing growth and the ne€tbmmunity Services, Minister for Ageing, and
for renewal of some of the turn-of-the-century publicMinister for Disability Services, the Hon. Faye Lo
schools in my electorate. Po'. Her private accounts of the cases dealt with by
her department have made me sick with disgust and
Some $4.39 million was allocated for the nextseriously concerned about aspects of our society.
stage of the joint TAFE-university precinct at
Ourimbah. The project includes learning space for It is time the Opposition stopped trying to
child studies, general classrooms, computingcore political points in this portfolio and worked
facilities, science laboratories and administratiorto-operatively in a spirit of bipartisanship to address
facilities. It also provides for part refurbishment ofthese vital areas of our society. In particular, |
the second floor of the library building to provide should like the honest, hardworking members of the
additional space. The stage two programs have be®epartment, who do heartbreaking work picking up
identified as priority areas for the central coast. Thishe broken people of our society, to be given the
is part of a $12.51 million project, which is due for public support and respect they deserve. That the
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Department of Community Services exists reflecteand The Entrance Road, Wamberal, $1.425 million;
the failings of our society and the frailty of the intersection improvements at Serpentine Road and
human spirit. We as a community should be doingthe Entrance Road, Erina, $200,000; road
everything to assist those people who give otonstruction at the Wingello Creek to Henry Parry
themselves to improve our society on our behalfDrive roundabout, Pacific Highway, Wyoming, $2.4

Another traditional Labor priority is roads. The totalmillion; and at the Renwick Street roundabout to

roads program in New South Wales is $2,068Vingello Creek pedestrian crossing, drainage and

million. roadworks, Pacific Highway, Wyoming, $2.2
million.
Mr Fraser: How much of that is paid for by
the Federal Government? Other road improvements are: intersection
improvements at Lenna Street, Kent Road and the
Mr McBRIDE: None of it. Pacific Highway, Narara, $200,000; intersection
improvements at Apanie Avenue and Pacific
Mr Fraser: You are having yourself on. Highway, Narara, $160,000; intersection

improvements at Pierce Street and Pacific Highway,
Mr McBRIDE: Not all the funds but the Niagara Park, $200,000; intersection improvements
major part of all funds for State Government comesit Parsons Road and the Pacific Highway, Lisarow,
through taxation paid to the Federal Governmen$130,000; intersection reconstruction, traffic signals,
which is then redistributed to State governments. pedestrian crossing, and bus priority lane at
Chamberlain Road and Pacific Highway, Lisarow,
Mr Fraser: Tell me about the roads funding. $475,000; bus bays on the Pacific Highway from
Lisarow to Narara, $80,000; and completion of the
Mr McBRIDE: Sure, and | shall point out F3 missing link at Ourimbah, $22 million.
that the Coffs Harbour electorate has received
allocations of up to $200 million, to be spent over a Wyong Road was finally completed in March

two-year period. with the opening of section 7, Enterprise Drive to
the Pacific Highway, Tuggerah, about 2.5
Mr Fraser: It is $52 million. kilometres, at a cost of $13.26 million. The total

cost of the program, which began in 1989, is $63.5
Mr McBRIDE: Some $200 million has been million. The completed works include two sets of
spent annually on the north coast between Newcastteffic signals and 14 roundabouts. It is designed as
and the Queensland border and your community ia gateway arterial road from the F3 at Tuggerah to
getting a fair share. The Entrance Road at Shelly Beach. Landscaping
and other incidental works are being carried out
Mr Fraser: It is a small amount compared to while the road is in service. The road improvements
that which you just mentioned. continue.

Mr McBRIDE: | heard the honourable Notwithstanding the New South Wales
member for Coffs Harbour speak in the House onlyGovernment's $1.6 billion commitment to the Pacific
last night pointing out the riches he had receiveddighway upgrade from Newcastle to Queensland
from the State Labor Government for roadworks. and its ongoing commitment to country roads, it still

manages to maintain funding for improvements on

Mr Fraser: It was Federal Government the central coast. For the first time the budget
funding. allocated $12 million for a landmark sporting facility

for the central coast to be built at Grahame Park at

Mr McBRIDE: Please do not distract me. The Gosford. The total cost of the project is estimated at
Carr Government continues to fund works in$29.8 million, with $12 million to be contributed by
progress and new works on the central coast. Thihe State Government, $12 million by the Federal
road improvements include pedestrian lights betwee@overnment, and $5.8 million by Gosford City
Stella and Elsiemer streets on The Entrance Roa@ouncil, Central Coast Leagues Club, North Sydney
Long Jetty, $70,000; road pavement rehabilitation oheagues Club Ltd and the private sector. The
The Entrance Road at Forresters Beach, $245,000wltipurpose sport stadium will be a home for the
intersection improvements at Willoughby and TheBears as the major tenant. However, the stadium
Entrance roads at Forresters Beach, $315,000; traffiill provide first-class sporting facilities for soccer,
signals, a pedestrian crossing, a bus priority facilityrugby union, hockey, baseball and major community
road widening and parking for shoppers at Pitt Roadnd cultural events.
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The Grahame Park site has major existingookie of the year in 1996. Paul Stringer, who has
infrastructure advantages over any other site on thow become a regular first grader, is a Berkeley
coast, such as more than 2,000 car parking spaces\aile boy, having played with the Berkeley Vale
the Central Coast Leagues Club, the old Gosforfliniors. He joined North Sydney as a junior in 1995,
station, and the new State Rail Authority stationand was an Australian under-19 representative. The
Grahame Park is an easy 500-metre walk from theurrent first grade head coach, Peter Louis, is a
station, and is serviced by existing major arteriatesident of Woy Woy on the central coast. | am very
roads. In addition, ownership of the land is alreadyroud to be part of the State Government, which
vested in the Gosford City Council and the Stateprovided the impetus for the provision of this major
Government. The cost of the provision of similaritem of social infrastructure for the central coast.
infrastructure anywhere else on the coast would have
added tens of millions of dollars to the cost of the | conclude by saying that the budget is fair,
project, making its total price prohibitive. just and equitable. It is a budget that puts families

first. It is a budget that honours the Labor principles

There are also significant flow-on effects fromand ideals that distinguish the Labor Party from
the location of a national rugby league team on th@ther political parties in Australia. It is a budget that
central coast. Firstly, the project would not begives priority to the fundamentals of State
feasible without a national rugby league team as government—nhealth, education, police, community
major tenant. Other specific benefits to the centra$ervices, public transport and roads. It is a budget
coast local economy include relocation of a $1¢hat manages the finances in this State in the best
million business, that is the North Sydney rugbyinterests of the whole community. With some
|eague football club headquarterS, to Gosford,satiSfaCtion, | can say that the budget delivers for
relocation to the central coast of 50 permanent job1e whole of the central coast community.
and 120 part-time jobs, including footballers;
creation of 100 construction jobs in the project Mr SCHIPP (Wagga Wagga) [7.22 p.m.]: |
development; as well as benefits to servicdUst wish that | could speak about the 1998-99

industries, restaurants, motels and suppliers. ARudget in the glowing terms that were used by the
example is the $100,000 annual fuel bill for Northhonourable member for The Entrance. What went

Sydney rugby league club employees and footballef§rough my mind was what a busy man former
being totally relocated to a central coast supplier. Mmember Bob Grahame will be when he returns to

represent the people of The Entrance after next
ear's elections and unveils all the new plaques in

Other specific benefits to the central coast . . . L
P at electorate. | wish him well in that duty. This is

local economy are the tourist boost through nationg : :
exposure and promotion on television, the attractio e twenty-second b".'dget dellver_ed while | hav_e
of new businesses, and the provision of impetus fo een a member o_f this !—lou_se. It involves a certain
development in Gosford and on the central c:oasfj.‘.agree of rjostalgla as it will be thg last budget_ !
The relocation also provides social and cultura ill see delivered as a member of this place. It will

benefits for the community. The relocated team will e the swan song for Bob Car. That IS beyond
rovide focus for the community, and particularlydOUbt because country people cannot wait to show
P ' what they think of the Carr Government. For those

for youth to be associated with a national sportin . . -
team. Another social and cultural benefit is th(g’vho might think that 1 say that for totally political

. ) : reasons, | point out that wherever | go | hear people
overwhelming community support for relocation of .
. . y they are fed up to the back teeth with the Carr
the Bears and a first-class sporting venue. | shoul
: . . . Government, and hence the Hanson phenomenon.
point out that the venue will be available for major

events and community projects on the central coast. The arrogance of this Government was

. underlined by the Premier's venture into the country
The central coast already is a nursery fokyithin days of being elected in 1995. But what has

North Sydney rugby league players. In fact, threge done since to benefit the country? | am speaking
current first grade players are former local juniomow about the west of the State, because | do not
players. David Fairleigh, the most famous of allxnow what he has done up and down the coast. Bob
joined North Sydney in 1989. He was a State ofcarr drew attention to his arrogance on the day that
Origin representative in 1991, 1993, 1995 and 199%he country summit was held in Wagga Wagga. He
an Australian representative in 1994 and 1996, and @peared there, did his spruiking, answered a few
Rothmans medallist in 1994. David was raised ifjyestions, then left the hall without waiting to hear
Wyoming, where he still lives today. Glenn what was to be said by the Leader of the Opposition

Morrison, a Ioc_al Terrigal boy, was central coaslor take part in the conference from that point on. |
representative in 1990, 1991, 1992 and 1993. Henow he was still in town some 2% hours later,

joined North Sydney in 1998, and was Dally Mpecause | saw him at the airport.
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This budget would go down as the worst of They have chosen to drain a bit more from wage and salary
. . . . , I , build d ent .
the 22 budgets delivered while | have been in this earners, empioyers, bullders and entrepreneurs

..been described in terms of pulling rabbits from hats
electorates—all electorates for that matter—wnland this being the last throw of the dice. The
skite about how well their electorate did Comparedl'reasurer slipped out from under by conning the
with the electorates of others. | have not heard thaly iy media. Generally, honourable members will
on this occasion. Members representing busf,c,s on capital spending in their electorates while
electorates across the board have not begfaking general comments on the budget. | too will

enamoured with this budget because it will not dgyea| generally with the budget as well as mention a
for the country what it should do. It does nothing toymper of specific matters.

solve the real problems in the bush and

discriminates against country people. One problem with this budget is that it does

not address the imbalance in spending between
| give the Treasurer credit for one coyntry centres and the cities. In fact, the budget
thing—conning the country media. The Premiefyorsens that imbalance in the face of the deep plight
recently read to the House some headlines appearigg country towns and communities. No attempt is
in the country newspapers. Indeed the Wagdmade to address job losses in rural centres brought
WaggaDaily Advertisercarried the headline "State on by the closure of regional offices—the Wagga
Budget funds flow Riverina's way", reporting thatwagga education office staff numbers reduced from
$114 million was to be spent in the Riverina. The130 to 25, and housing department staff from 42 to
journalist who wrote the article, Jason Bartlett, mustL7. Those once great regional offices are now shells.
be pretty new to his job. If he had analysed thaThe local Department of Agriculture office has lost
figure, he would have appreciated that it was deriveits profile, with most of its services having been
from bundling together the funding of tradingrelocated to other parts of the Riverina and the
enterprises, Commonwealth road funding, and theeterinary laboratory being closed. Wherever one
whole box and dice of user-pays and self-fundinggoes one finds that government jobs have been
operations in the irrigation area, including normalstripped from the country.
maintenance funding for electricity undertakings.
The Government said it will produce rural
All of those types of funds were included in community impact statements that will be available
the figure used in that article. Certainly the subeditofor public review. But that has not happened. Where
who wrote the headline had been well and trulyare they? Are they secret? A report stated that
conned. That was not the case with the city medidntegrated government service delivery plans will be
Ross Gittins referred to the so-called budget surplugreated. But where are they? The Government is
as the rabbit pulled from the hat, the Treasurer'good at confidence tricks, but its promises never see
claims as hollow or lacking in credibility, and of a the light of day. There is no way of testing whether
budget that is likely to collapse. The editorial of the$17 million was saved on the centralisation of the
Daily Telegraphof Wednesday, 3 June, said: educational regional office to Sydney. Further, the
Auditor-General has complained that he does not
Treasurer Michael Egan's Budget yesterday shows NSW paysave access to the documents which would allow
scant attention to the philosophy that smaller governments leadim to make an accurate assessment. There has been
to smaller taxes. public backlash about the Government saying one
thing and doing another. The people have woken up
o this Government and without doubt the Hanson
¥actor is running through the political cycle because
of this.

He should have said that the New South Wale
Government pays scant attention to that philosoph
He went on to say:

The Budget shows insufficient attention is given to making .
existing funds work better. From a country perspective the Government

seems to be obsessed with the Olympics. We are
There is a continued reliance on cash—our cash—to solvepld that the Olympic Games are being fully funded,
problems. but that funding has been taken from the capital
Even when allowances are made for the big Olympic Gamegvorl(,S programs of el?Ctorates that have mISS(.-:'d out
bill, it is clear Mr Egan and Premier Bob Carr have taken thell this budget. There is no promise of redress in the
easy option. budget or any statement made by the Government
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that after the Olympics there will be a catch-upl was one of the Ministers who sat around the table
fund. The coalition announced that it will dowhen the Olympics were agreed to. We were
something to redress the imbalance caused by thgomised not a bells-and-whistles Olympics but an
draining of funds and shifting of resources for theaffordable Olympics that would go back to taws. It
Olympics. For Wagga Wagga there is not onds nonsense for the Government to claim that the
meaningful new program or project mentioned in thedlympics have been fully funded; that does not
inner budget. The real test of a government is whadddress the question where the money is coming
is in its inner budget, not in its outer budget whichfrom. It will come out of the programs that would
deals with trading enterprises, Commonwealth roalave been spent on country projects. The budget
funds, et cetera. contains major allocation shortcomings for Wagga
Wagga electorate.

Wagga Wagga was allocated money to
complete the Gobba Bridge, which is great and The Wagga Wagga Base Hospital is one of the
wonderful. The bridge will be completed in time to major regional hospitals in this State. The hospital
join up with the Olympic Way some time later in has opened 30 more beds but nevertheless often
the year. Money has been allocated for thevorks beyond its capacity, operating full time 93 per
refurbishment of the TAFE college. A batch washercent of the year. The hospital is part finished, to the
bought some time ago for the hospital laundry, icredit of the Leader of the Opposition, who
included in the budget. That is great and wonderfulapproved the first stage development. The second
But what do we have in the way of a rolling stage is part funded only and the Minister for Health
program? One of the big budgetary problems is thatas provided funds for what has been called stage
there is no rolling program in any of the Carr2A, but it needs to be brought to a functional stage.
Government's four budgets. Anyone who knowslo do that the older parts of the hospital will have
anything about capital programming knows that tdo be rebuilt and modernised and linked up with the
put a project of any meaningful size into a capitahewer building. The local police station, which is a
works list takes four or five years. In the countrydisgrace, has been visited by every Minister for
electorates there are no major projects in the rollingPolice except the current one, because he will not go
programs. That means that rural areas will suffer ¢here. However, the Premier has been there. The
dearth of spending on capital items from the innebudget provides nothing for updating this archaic
budget for up to five years after the Olympics. | ambuilding.
talking about well into the new millennium before
any meaningful amount of money is allocated to Today | advised the Minister of a building that
those electorates. is available for purchase and he has agreed that the

police properties office will investigate whether it is

It is to the Government's disgrace that | havea worthwhile acquisition. It is a great building in a
not yet seen my electorate information packagegreat location and could be purchased at a
which was always available on the day after theeasonable price. The police have taken up leased
budget was announced. The package gave space in the government offices housing my office,
breakdown of what was included in the variousat the southern end of the main street. They are still
smaller programs that did not appear in the mainvaiting for approval for a shopfront to open because
documents. This year there has been no sign dfie main police station is at the northern end where
those packages and the Government should hkere is much less population and activity. The
embarrassed that they have not been made availabb®urthouse, which is interlinked with the police
An analysis of the inner budget for countrystation through adjoining sites, is in a disgraceful
electorates shows there will be only 11 new projectsondition. The Family Court cannot sit there because
west of the divide, spread over five ministries. Thaof lack of space and now sits at Albury. The
is economic drought of worrying proportions. In aResidential Tenancies Tribunal is forced to meet in
capital budget of $200 million, only $12 million is the offices of the Department of Fair Trading, a
allocated for 11 new projects in country electoratessituation previously unheard of. Other courts are
which means that only 5.5 per cent of the budgeheld in the Riverine Club, at the back of the police
will be spent on about 25 per cent of the seats istation. The area needs two district courts, two local
this State. That is an absolute disgrace. courts and one registry—a real problem.

Members on both sides of this House should The Minister for Gaming and Racing tried to
give a cast iron assurance that the money taken oassist as best he could to complete the work on the
of the country programs and projects for theharness raceway at the showground. When it was
Olympic Games will be returned in full after the developed little consideration was given to patron
Olympics. No-one is knocking the Olympic Gamesneeds and the viewing areas. The problem is that
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after the front line of spectators arrive the people The Minister should not dismiss the recent
behind them cannot see the track. A project costingeport from the University of Sydney. One of the
$150,000 will be funded if approved by the harnespeople involved in preparing the report was
racing club fund after the TAB privatisation. | thank condemned, unfairly, by the Minister for Housing
the Minister and his staff for trying to get the because he used to work for me. Jon Hall is one of
project going. The Minister has visited the area, hathe brighter lights | have met in bureaucratic terms.
seen the problems, and has done his best to haidts input is valuable and the Minister should not
them corrected. have targeted him for criticism. The Government
must live with its failures. When the people in

| refer now to health matters. The Minister for country areas go to the polls they will judge the
Health has worked closely with me to get a Waggaarr Government harshly. | know that from
Wagga radiotherapy service. That issue is now witimeetings | have held with my constituents, my gut
the Federal Government but nevertheless if we caieeling, and the straw polls conducted by members
push it through the State health bureaucracgf Parliament. | have seen governments come and
hopefully we will get the green light in the neargo. | knew that the Greiner Government would be
future for a state-of-the-art radiation oncology clinicelected in 1988 and | knew that the Fahey
at Wagga Wagga. | sympathise with staff in theGovernment was on the skids in 1995. | now see
Department of Health and the Greater Murray Areanother government that has sagged. This
Health Service, who are wrongly under attack. It iSSovernment is on the nose as far as country people
mean spirited to attack staff when the Governmentare concerned. This budget does not redress the
funding shortfalls are the major problem. Theimage of the Carr Government in bush politics, and
system needs to be restructured so that funds ameembers opposite will be punished at the next
redistributed according to demand. | have beeelection.
understanding about this matter.

Mr MILLS (Wallsend) [7.42 p.m.]: Unlike the

Recently the Minister for Housing tried to honourable member for Wagga Wagga, | know that
savage me. | have been savaged by better operatonsiny people in the Hunter region, including the
than the Minister for Housing; | have beenrural areas of the Hunter, are determined to give the
confronted by Neville Wran and others, so theLabor Government a second term of office at the
Minister did not faze me much. It saddens me to semext election. There are good reasons for Labor
the Department of Housing adopting a Housingnembers of Parliament to applaud the Carr Labor
Commission approach based on a 1950s model. It Sovernment's 1998-99 budget, and there are many
only in the past six months that the Minister haggood reasons for Labor voters in my electorate of
realised that he is the Minister for Housing and thatWallsend and the people of the Hunter to welcome
housing involves more than welfare or socialthis budget. Our people in the Hunter recognise that
housing. Recently the Minister announced a packagee Labor Government they elected in 1995 is
of $10 million to fund affordable housing for looking after its heartland as they expected. The
middle-income and low-income earners. The numbddunter will benefit from its fair share of big
of people who pay more than 30 per cent of theirecurrent funding increases in vital areas of State
income in rent has increased by 40 per cent over thesponsibility to help families in their everyday
past few years. lives.

However, the Government has addressed that Funding for health, which covers public
issue by announcing that it would provide a paltryhospitals and community health services, has been
$10 million in seed money to develop cheapeincreased by 6.9 per cent to $6,633 million. Funding
housing. A similar project was tried in San Diegofor education, which covers public schools, the
and it failed miserably. Indeed, when | was MinisterGovernment's support to private schools and the
for Housing the then Government introduced theequity programs, literacy programs and computers in
green street program, the small allotment prograrachools program, has increased by 5.1 per cent to
and the medium-density housing program. Suck6,551 million. Funding for community services,
programs will not solve the housing problem. Thewhich includes looking after children, family
amount of $10 million is a pittance compared to thesupport, and providing services to aged and disabled
funding required to address the housing crisis causqukople, has increased by 11.8 per cent to $1,355
by the Government's neglect of low-income andmillion. That increase in community services
middle-income earners. As one person said to méynding is surely the jewel in the budget of a Labor
providing $10 million is like sending a flea to attack government that is committed to social justice and to
an elephant. providing extra resources in a tight economic
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framework. That is an example of why Labor seeksinlike others, will not leave behind a big debt for
government: to be able to do a bit extra for peopléhe next generation to wear.
in need, the less privileged. An extra 100 police will
be funded this year. Labor has fulfilled its 1995 The coalition parties are being dishonest to the
election promise to increase police strength by 50pPeople of New South Wales in railing against this
in the first term of the Carr Labor Government to abudget in overblown language without
total of more than 13,400 police officers. Recurrencknowledging the cost of the Olympics to the State
funding has increased by 6.7 per cent to $1,30&nd their impact on the budget. After all, it was a
million in the police portfolio. coalition government with bipartisan Labor support
that won the Olympics bid for Sydney. That is the
Hunter families will also benefit directly from kind of dishonesty that is adverse to good
two significant taxation reductions announced in thggovernment. It leaves voters disillusioned and
budget. The $43 levy that every family now pays orencourages them to look for populist and simplistic
motor vehicle registration to fund old scheme injuryalternatives to the major parties. Labor has fulfilled
claims will be abolished. From Friday, 1 July 1998,the Premier's election promise to reduce debt. Total
it will be abolished for the 600,000 families thatnet liabilities are down by $3.5 billion, that is more
receive family allowance payments. It will bethan $1,600 per family, during the Carr
abolished for the 350,000 seniors card holders iGovernment's first term.
New South Wales. It will be abolished for farmers
and primary producers. The levy will then be We have increased the State's public sector
abolished from 1 July next year for all other privateassets by $4 billion, which is more than $1,800 per
individuals, and from 1 July 2000 for businessfamily during the Carr Government's first term.
vehicles. The second significant taxation reductioilConsequently, we have maintained the State's AAA
that will benefit families in the Hunter is the rating, which is better than Victoria and the
discount in stamp duty on the purchase of a homé&ommonwealth. That means hundreds of millions of
to be discounted by 50 per cent from the day aftedollars in interest charges will be saved on the
the budget this year for families buying their firstresidual debt. Another hurdle the Treasurer must
home. overcome is the inequitable, unfair and unjust
treatment of New South Wales in Commonwealth
That will mean a saving of $880 on a homefinancial grants to the States. As the nation
valued at $170,000. That concession gives effect tapproaches an important tax reform debate it is
Labor's policy of putting families first. To expand imperative that the reform of Commonwealth-State
the number of families eligible for the scheme, botHinancial relations is put on the agenda.
income and property value limits have been
increased. In the case of couples the income limit Two significant problems must be fixed. One
has increased from $48,000 to $57,000 and in this the vertical fiscal imbalance, which is worsening.
case of single people the income limit has increasetihe States spend about 42 per cent of all tax
from $33,000 to $39,000. The property value limitsrevenue but raise only 16 per cent of that revenue.
have increased to $150,000 in regional and rurafhe worst State taxes, particularly financial ones,
New South Wales, and $170,000 in Sydney. Thesmust be abolished and access should be provided to
increases will ensure eligibility for the stamp dutythe personal income tax base without increasing the
discount scheme for first home buyers is expandedverall burden of income tax. The other problem is
to 80 per cent of households. the horizontal fiscal equalisation process. It is under
that process that New South Wales suffers injustice.
The presentation of a balanced budget is goodlhe Commonwealth returns some of the tax it
news for the State for several reasons and is eollects to the States through financial assistance
source of pride for the Carr Government. The cashrants. | refer honourable members to pages 5-16 to
basis surplus is $45 million. The Treasurer, Mr5-24 of Budget Paper No. 2 for details.
Egan, has done some very adroit work in reaching
this outcome; he has had to jump many hurdles. In Financial assistance grants are calculated
the first instance we are paying for the Olympics asccording to a formula that was developed about 50
we go. The Treasurer has been commendably hongstars ago. The economically strong States of New
in the Budget Speech in admitting that the impact oSouth Wales and Victoria subsidise the other States.
the Olympics on the State budget is mosfThat formula no longer has any equity or justice.
pronounced this year. In the absence of th&he 1998-99 financial assistance grants per capita
Olympics the 1998-99 result would have been a castwe as follows: New South Wales $747, Victoria
surplus of $522 million. The Sydney Olympics,$759, Queensland $919, Western Australia $878,
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South Australia $1,127, Tasmania $1,564, Northerfred Hilmer. During his address to the sponsors of
Territory $5,343, and Australian Capital Territorythe foundation | took notes.
$909, with the average being $895. Queensland,
Western Australia and the Australian Capital His comments make interesting reading in light
Territory at least are economically stronger andf my comments about the general view of the
should be on equal footing with New South Walesownership of the electricity industry. | do not
and Victoria. New South Wales receives no justicgrofess to have recorded his exact words, but he
for its $1,383 million subsidy to the other States insaid, in effect, that all of the reforms involved in
the coming budget year. microeconomic reform were supposed to have
produced abundant employment and increased
That means that every man, woman and chilgbrosperity. He said that so far all of the focus had
in New South Wales pays a subsidy to the othebeen on improving efficiency and productivity per
States of $217 a year. Some States take advantagerker. He said it was time to focus on employment
of this forced generosity by setting up businessespportunities, which meant economic growth. To
and financial incentive schemes that disadvantagguote his exact words, he said, "You can't be poor
businesses based in New South Wales. Of coursand green; you can't be poor and cultured." The
those States also have lower taxation regimesomments of the arch priest of competition policy
Again, the overblown critical rhetoric of the shadoware that we need to focus on employment
treasurer about this State's budget and the level opportunities and economic growth. It is time that
taxation revenue raised in New South Wales ishis House and many people in Australia,
dishonest without acknowledging the impact of theparticularly those in Treasury, at State and national
unjust and unfair horizontal fiscal equalisationlevel, took note of Professor Hilmer. | shall now
scheme. | plead with the coalition to work with thecomment on the work of the Health Care
Federal Government to fix up this mess and taComplaints Commission. | am the chairman of the
improve Commonwealth-State financial relations fojoint committee that oversights the commission's
the benefit of New South Wales. work. Details of the 1998-99 budget for the
commission can be found in the budget papers. Page
The shadow treasurer, the Deputy Leader o#-157 of Budget Paper No. 2 states:
the Opposition, was highly critical of what he called
this Government's error in not having already The Commission is undertaking an organisational restructure
privatised the electricity industry. That criticism is based on both internal and external reviews conducted over
an eor and reveals the narrow metropolian city- e, P9 100 Years, The festumy shoud place e
based elite from which the Deputy Leader of the gemands whilst maintaining an appropriate standard for
Opposition draws his support, known as the complaint handling and containing the delay in investigations.
Treasury lobby. | represent a regional electorate in
the Hunter where all but a minority of people tell Total estimated expenses for the coming budget year
me that the electricity industry should remain infor the commission will increase slightly to $5
public hands. | am sure the same view is held by theillion mainly due to the full implementation of the
majority through regional and rural New Southpatient support officer program that facilitates the
Wales. We have not yet heard arguments toutreach and resolution focus of the commission.
convince us to change our minds. That position haRatient support officers are at seven locations in the
been adopted across all shades of political opinion. Sydney and Hunter regions. Over the last year the
joint committee urged the Minister to consider
It is on record that the 1997 Australian Laborplacing a patient support officer in all State health
Party annual conference, representing trade uniomseas, particularly in light of the perceived success
and branch members from across the State, voted &b this initiative. | congratulate the commissioner,
retain Labor's present policy of public ownership.Merrilyn Walton, and all commission staff on their
One Nation did not think of that first. Not everyonegood work. | thank also the many health
in the Liberal Party or the National Party—perhappractitioners and registration boards for their
not many at all—agrees with the Deputy Leader ofssistance to the commission and to the people of
the Opposition. Debate on the privatisation of théNew South Wales.
electricity industry will continue. Meanwhile the
coalition continues to criticise the Government on | refer now to some capital works programs in
that issue but does not have the courage to give the Wallsend electorate and nearby areas of the
firm commitment of the position it will adopt in Hunter region. | thank firstly the Ministers in the
1999. In late March the Hunter Valley ResearchCarr Labor Government for enabling us to honour
Foundation held its regular Sydney luncheon fothe significant commitments we made in 1995 to the
sponsors. The guest speaker this year was Profesgmople of the Wallsend electorate either by
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completion of works or through the commencementeplaced by metal poles and heavy power lines will
of projects for the coming year. The major roadbe placed underground.
works development program for the electorate will
receive $1.5 million, of which $1 million has been A highlight of the budget funding is $1.25
allocated for the detailed design and widening, andillion for stage two of the Wallsend Public School
perhaps commencement, of the dual carriagewagpnsolidation and upgrading work. Stage two will
including particularly the subway under the greaprovide for a canteen, a covered area, a hall,
northern railway line at Cardiff to the crossroads ategeneration of the playground area, upgrading of B
Glendale, west of Cardiff, on Main Road 527. and C blocks, a hard ball court and an off-street car
park for the teachers. That is a most welcome
Of that allocation $500,000 has been targetedhitiative in a congested area. | congratulate the
for improvements to Main Road 217 from two lanesschool committee on the work it has done, together
to four lanes between the Newcastle and Lakeith the Government, to get this project up and
Macquarie boundary to Croudace Road at Elermorainning. It will reach completion in the coming year.
Vale. The distance involved is approximately oneAn amount of $7.2 million will be expended in the
kilometre and the funds will be used in the detailedHunter region on capital works in education. In
design of those roadworks. Each project underweritousing, $932,000 is allocated on new housing
planning work in the past year at a cost of $220,00(projects in Glendale and Lambton, $1.3 million on
The infrastructure maintenance program will enableompletion of existing projects in Glendale and
pavement rehabilitation on Main Road 527 east oEambton, and $200,000 on two units of housing
the Cardiff subway from a total allocation of under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
$432,000. The road safety and traffic managememtousing scheme in New Lambton.
program will receive a total of $65,000 for the
traffic route lighting subsidy to Newcastle council, The Hunter Water Corporation will spend $4.1
$100,000 for a planning study of minor million to build a new reservoir at South Wallsend
improvements to Lookout Road, $100,000 forto cater for the North Lakes urban release area
cycleways, $13,000 for road safety, andexpansion that will take place during the next 10 to
approximately $135,000 for traffic managementl5 years. The Cardiff waste water pumping station
works. will be augmented at a cost of $1.05 million;
pipeline and construction, $0.7 million; and carrier
Lake Macquarie City Council and Newcastlemain augmentation in Cardiff, $0.3 million. The
City Council will receive $3.4 million and $5.7 Hunter area asset strategy will involve improvement
million respectively for road maintenance in thein capital works in the health system in the Hunter
1998-99 budget. A number of projects relating taregion. | am particularly pleased that construction
roads have been undertaken in the past year or andll commence on the Wallsend in-patient unit. For
due for completion at the changeover in budgethe first time since the former coalition Government
years. They include $248,000 for road resurfacing atlosed Wallsend Hospital in 1991, in-patient beds
the intersection of Blaxland Road and Macquariawill be back on the Wallsend Hospital campus. In
Road at Cardiff South. Road safety is an importanthat regard $1 million will be expended this year
criterion on a very busy road that carries 18,00@nd the total cost of the project will be $4.4 million.
vehicles each day. The result will be a smootheWork on a new emergency and intensive care unit at
road surface and a reduction in future maintenanade John Hunter Hospital will also commence in the
costs. coming financial year. That unit is urgently needed
to enable the hospital to be accredited regularly. |
In the current financial year, the Statecommend the budget to the House.
Government will fund a road safety officer position
on Lake Macquarie City Council and the council Mr SMITH (Bega) [8.02 p.m.]: | would
will match the Government's contribution. Somedescribe the 1998-99 Carr Government budget as a
very good work is being done patrticularly in relationdeceitful budget. | would like to put on record some
to driver fatigue, drink driving and young driver of the general feelings of country people about the
campaigns under that scheme. Two crossingudget. This is the third Labor budget that has
supervisors have been appointed for Elermore Valelaimed a surplus. The Government claimed a
Public School; $354,000 will be spent on thesurplus in respect of its previous two budgets but
intersection of Newcastle Road and Croudace Streéhished up with a deficit amounting to hundreds of
at Lambton, which is on the boundary of Wallsendmillions of dollars. | believe the budget is unrealistic
and Waratah electorates. That will alleviatein the present climate, in that it does not take into
congestion and improve road safety in the areaccount the extremely active real estate market
Existing timber power and light poles will be particularly in the Sydney area, stamp duty receipts,
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and the imposition of the land tax and the bed taXebviously decided it has no hope of winning

A total of 13 new taxes have been introduced by thedditional seats and will be lucky to retain the seats
Government, and the New South Wales economy ig presently holds. The Government has decided it
at the stage at which it will feel the effects of thew|| not worry about country New South Wales.
Asian crisis and the general downturn in the sale of
commodities. | assure honourable members that the situation
] in country areas is not the same as it is in the city.
The Federal budget took into account anthere has been no real estate boom or boom in
expected growth rate of 3 per cent. The pundits NOW,,siness generally. It is very much the case in
believe the true figure could be anywhere from Oz%ountry areas that most industries, if not all, are
to 0.5 per cent less. The New South Wales Statlgnger tremendous pressure. Unemployment is at an
budget envisages a 5 per cent grovyth _rate from t.h§||-time high. In Eurobodalla the youth
boom period we are presently enjoying. That i§nemployment rate is amongst the highest in the
undoubtedly why the Treasurer has included &aie | would like to give a brief description of my
budget surplus. This ,be'”g an elect|on year budgeljectorate and the industries in it. My electorate
the Treasurer has tried to present it in the be xtends to half of the south coast, between the

pg;ssible light. hUnforrt]unr?teIg, (;nost FK/TOpée,have geiolictorian border and Sydney. A considerable portion
able to see through the budget. Moo ys', and 6 the south coast is included in the electorate of
other agencies that assess a government's ability ga

manage its budget, have intimated that if it had not
been for the indication that the Government was
considering selling the electricity industry, New
South Wales would have lost its AAA rating.

Most industries are carried on in my electorate:
fisheries, tourism, dairy, farming and timber. Most
of those industries are struggling and are in
| called it a deceptive budget when Idesperate need of government assistance. This

commenced my contribution to the debate. | say thaRUdget do_es not help them a.t all. Recently a megting
for a number of reasons. The budget papers detail %S _heId nmy electorate with the shadow minister
number of projects that will be undertaken on theror fisheries, the honourable member _for Myall_
south coast. One that springs to mind is in thé-2KeS. | have never seen such angry fishermen in
Wollongong area. The Government indicated in 4" life. They are annoyed with the restrictions on
press release issued by the Treasurer or by ﬂ?@d general interference with their daily productlv_e
Minister for Health that $62 million would be !VéS, and they sheet home the blame to this
allocated for the hospital there. The inference waSovernment. The Minister for Fisheries does not
that the hospital would immediately receive $62understand.what commercial fishing is all about: He
million for a massive upgrade. However, when the’;hould realise those people are entitled to a living
budget papers were more closely scrutinised #ke anybody else. They do not want to be swamped
became obvious that only $1 million had beerwith restrictions and have to go through different
allocated and not $62 million. Of course, thatProcesses to get endorsements; they want to get on
resulted in extremely unflattering newspaperWith the job of fishing and feeding their families.
headlines in the lllawarra region.
The beef cattle prices are extremely depressed.

My own electorate is a prime example of theThe industry has suffered from a severe drought.
Government's deceit. The 1997-98 budget included @ood rains are now falling, but they did not fall
capital works allocation of $1.2 million for the Begawhen they were needed for full growth. However, |
justice centre and courthouse complex upgradinggmphasise to honourable members that it does not
There was never any attempt to undertake that workain dollars. These people will take many years to
The Government indicated it had run out of moneyrecover from that severe drought, and they will not
That project has been listed again in the currertecover under their current terms of trade. In the
budget. In my view, the electors are absolutely siclpast few days the dairy industry has had a 3.3¢ a
and tired of politicians continually lying and trying litre reduction in the sale price of whole milk,
to deceive them. | do not give the Treasurer anynainly because one of the major supermarkets has
credit for a balanced budget. The budget is false arsfoken ranks and gone to Victoria to get cheaper
the Treasurer is attempting to deceive the people ofilk. The average farm will earn between $30,000
New South Wales. Even worse is the bias containeand $40,000 less income a year. Those people are in
in the budget so far as city and country regions areesperate straits. They are conducting meetings to
concerned. This has been going on ever since they to resolve the problem so they can run their
Carr Government came to office. The Labor Partpusinesses viably and survive. This situation has just
has very few seats in rural New South Wales; it hagrisen, so we have not seen the last of it.
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The number of tourists visiting my electorateletter of thanks, and they were sacked without any
has increased this year, but it is still not like it onceexplanation. The southern health service areas were
was. Most tourists to my electorate, particularly toncreased to a size that is totally uncontrollable.
the southern part of my electorate, come fronAreas that should be receiving funding are not
Victoria. Victoria has started to manage its economyetting it. The Government has no plans to fund the
properly. It is recovering from the Kirner days whengrowth areas on the coast. The Government should
there were massive budget debts, and banks amhdve a plan to ensure the funding goes to where the
building societies were collapsing. Tourists aredemographics say it should, and that is where the
starting to flow to my electorate again. However, itgrowth areas and the older people are, along the
is still not what it should be. The timber industry coast.
has been under tremendous pressure from this
Government. The industry has lost hundreds of jobs, A number of rallies have been held to protest
and workers in that industry will be coming towhat the Government has tried to do. The
Parliament again tomorrow to lobby the GovernmenGovernment tried to close the obstetrics and
and the Opposition to try to get some stability foroperating theatres in the Pambula and Batemans Bay
those left in the industry. These people are irhospitals. In Merimbula, which is the responsibility
desperate straits. Very little of the timber industry isof Pambula hospital, some 3,000 people rallied in
left. | appeal to the Government to think of thesehe street demanding that those services be kept
people's jobs. open. In Batemans Bay the same type of rally was

held with about 3,000 people attending. Eventually

A new wilderness area, the Brogo Wildernesghe Government backed down. | agree with what the
Area, has been proposed. Even when the coalitiomonourable member for Wagga Wagga said. It is not
was in office | stated that the people in mythe problem of the southern health service
electorate did not want wilderness areas. They wammployees, it is the Government's problem because
access to our national parks, to be able to ride theit is not funding these health services sufficiently to
horses and to use the recreation areas. They showddable them to provide a reasonable service.
not be simply for the use of people who are
extremely fit and who can walk in and use these The Government is cutting back almost
places as their own recreation areas. This newverywhere in my electorate. Rather than increase
extension was nominated again by the Colongpecialist services, almost daily some other health
Foundation in conjunction with the National Parksservice is cut back. There has been trouble with
and Wildlife Service. A massive rally will be obstetrics. Batemans Bay still does not have
conducted on 4 July and | invite the Minister for theobstetric services. Recently they were reinstated in
Environment to come down and witness the angst ithe Bega and southern areas. There have been
the community in relation to that issue. problems with anaesthetists and urologists, and

recently the laundry at the Bega hospital was closed

At one stage the police in Batemans Bay weravith the loss of 12 jobs. The laundry services were
going to take industrial action and go on strike. Anever put out to tender. When the coalition
press release was issued by the Minister for PolicGovernment was in office those services were put
or the Minister for Corrective Services that aout to tender twice and the people carrying out the
corrective services centre was to be built inservice won the tender each time. That work has
Batemans Bay, with two cells and 14 staff. | wasnow gone to lllawarra and there have been nothing
speaking with my patrol commander only a fewbut complaints ever since.
days ago and he knew nothing about it. | would like
to know whether that was just another press release  One lady in my electorate has been waiting up
from the Government to get itself out of trouble orto 10 months for payment under the isolated patients
whether it intends to employ 14 corrective servicesravel accommodation assistance scheme, IPTAAS—
people and to build that two-cell structure, so theand many other people have been waiting eight or
police can get on with their policing duties rathernine months. No money has been provided to
than transporting inmates to different gaolslPTAAS to assist people who are isolated and who
throughout the State. have to travel to Canberra for specialist treatment.

These people travel to Canberra expecting to receive

Health and hospitals are important issues ithe IPTAAS payment, but they go on the waiting list
my electorate. These have been ongoing problenad the Minister says they will be paid when the
since the Carr Government came to office. Theynoney is available. That is not good enough. It
started with the unceremonious sacking of theppears our hospitals are moving towards chilled
people on the area health board. Many of thoséood and closing the kitchens. A pilot program is
people were not my supporters but they received nbeing conducted at Moruya, and | assume that in the
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not too distant future patients will not get the verylive in the city and those who live in the country.
good local cooking that they have had but will haveAlmost every traditional country industry is in
to go to chilled food. They will not be very pleasedtrouble and struggling. When the industries are
with that, and more jobs will be lost because of it. struggling, all small businesses and towns are
suffering as well. An injection of funding is needed,
This budget contains no major capital worksand much of that must come from capital works,
expenditure for the Princes Highway in myroads funding and so on in order that subcontractors
electorate. Certainly it contains maintenance fundingnd others may gain employment.
for rehabilitation of the highway, but there is no
major capital works funding. In all the time the Carr Mrs BEAMER (Badgerys Creek) [8.22 p.m.]:
Government has been in office there has not bedhis with great pleasure that | speak this evening on
one capital works program for the Princes Highwaythis, the fourth Carr-Egan budget. This is a budget
in my electorate. The last project undertaken was dhat is generous and economically responsible. The
Clouds Hill, work on which took place in the final budget is generous to the regions of New South
year of the Fahey Government. It is about time ther®/ales and to the less fortunate of the State. The
was a fair share of roads moneys. As the honourablenderlying result of this budget and the cumulative
member for Wagga Wagga said, if the Governmengffects of the past three budgets mean that net
does not start to spend some of the capital workgeneral debt is down by $1.9 billion from three
money in country areas, there will be a tremendougears ago, total public sector debt is down by $1
backlash against the Olympic Games. | hope thdiillion and total net liabilities are down by more
does not happen; | support the Olympics. Howevethan $3.5 billion. As well, this budget is in surplus.
it is important that some moneys go to country areashe effect of the figures is obvious. The budget
to support regional economies. If there are no capitaldvances measures that support families. As the
works or roadworks in the regions then there will beTreasurer said in his speech, that is done with
no work for subcontractors and other staff employedfairness, decency and confidence".
with the assistance of government grants.
For the people of my electorate and all of this
The budget contains provisions for which |State the goals are achieved in many ways through
would like to thank various Ministers. Most of the the 1998-99 State budget. The initiatives for families
funding for my electorate was for education. | thankare many. The abolition of the $43 levy for motor
the Minister for Education and Training for giving vehicle registration and the 50 per cent discount of
the go-ahead in the budget for the Ulladulla schoolstamp duty on first home purchases will be of
The local community has fought for that school forbenefit to many of my constituents and to future
several years but in previous budgets it has missdtbme owners in my electorate, one of the fastest-
out. Given the size of the allocation for that schoolgrowing electorates in New South Wales. Overall
| imagine that it will not be too long before tendersincreases in health and education spending will be
are called. | appreciate the ongoing funding for thdelt across the State. The fulfilment of the Labor
new school at Bodalla, which was also funded irParty election promise to provide 500 extra police in
last year's budget. | bring to the attention of theNew South Wales in this Government's first term
Minister for Education and Training the fact thatwill add to the security of citizens. All of those
planning for the Bega High School is coming to aspending priorities, along with the emphasis on
close and in the near future an upgrade of thategional New South Wales, will secure the future for
school will be sought. the State with fairness and equity.

There is an increasing demand for new and For the first time the budget was accompanied
upgraded educational facilities in my area becaudsy a statement that focuses on western Sydney and
growth rates are very high. The Bega High Schodthe delivery of goals to that important region. The
has suffered from extreme overcrowding for somé&Vestern Sydney Budget Statement gives an
time. | repeat that there will be a backlash if fundingoverview of expenditure of funds in the region and
is not directed to the country areas. Country peoplthe Government's priorities for this economic
realise that they have made sacrifices, in verpowerhouse. Western Sydney produces about 24 per
difficult circumstances, to fund the Olympic Gamescent of the State's gross domestic product and
and make sure that there is sufficient capital monefiouses 43 per cent of Sydney's population. Some 1.5
for the Games. They do expect a payback, howevemillion people call that area home. | pay tribute to
That payback will have to come in future budgetsthe Minister Assisting the Premier on Western
The equalisation of country and city areas has t&ydney for the preparation of the Western Sydney
begin. At present there is a massive difference iBudget Statement and the outline it gives of the key
living standards and prosperity between those whpriorities and initiatives for my region.
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Western Sydney has its share of problems$440,000 in recurrent funding, to find strategies for
There are pockets of high unemployment, transposir pollution control for the next 25 years. Fine
inadequacies and some of the worst air quality in thparticle pollution and photochemical smog will be
State. Those problems are unacceptable to the peopéegeted for reduction. The budget provides
of my electorate and to the Government. In$360,000 for an air toxic study to be conducted
recognition of the importance of the region, theacross Sydney and in major regional centres, of
Government will spend more than $800 million onwhich 40 per cent will be spent in western Sydney.
new capital projects alone. Some of the capitahn air quality management plan will be developed
works in this year's budget will take place in myin conjunction with the greater western Sydney
electorate of Badgerys Creek or will have a majopublic transport plan. That plan will improve the
impact on the people of my electorate. One sucfrequency and efficiency of public transport as well
project is the Warragamba Dam upgrade, which haas give the people of western Sydney greater access
been through an extensive process of publito public transport. People who get out of their cars
consultation. The total cost of an auxiliary spillwayand onto public transport will go a long way to
for the dam will be in the vicinity of $115 million. improving the air quality of western Sydney.

An allocation of $8.9 million in this year's budget

will mean that construction will be able to The 20-kilometre Liverpool-Parramatta

commence. transitway will receive its first stage of funding to
begin the process. Of course people must feel safe

The upgrade of the dam is an issue that hawhen they use public transport if they are to be
plagued our area since it was revealed that the daattracted to it, and the Government's commitment to
did not meet international dam safety criteria. Thaail safety has been unparalleled. All night trains
building of an auxiliary spillway will ensure two will have security guards. In particular, women and
fundamental things for Sydney: that a probabléhe elderly can travel close to the guard
maximum flood will not compromise the wall, and compartment and know that if they are in distress
that Sydney's water supply will be assured. Muclsomeone will be close by to help them. The
publicity has surrounded the option to raise the darGovernment is committed to getting people to use
wall as a downstream flood mitigation program.public transport. The single most effective way to
That option is being pursued by the local Federateduce pollution in western Sydney is to attract
member and by Liberal members of the Penrith Citypeople onto public transport. Western Sydney has
Council. I remind the House that following the given a priority to air quality and the environment,
revelations about the dam safety problem years agnd rightly so.
the coalition Government did nothing concrete to
solve the problem, and the incredibly expensive The Government will spend significant
option it pursued was not funded. The people of myamounts of money on regional parks in my area.
electorate now have funding for a solution to theThe Western Sydney Regional Park at Horsley Park
dam safety problem and money committed to itsn my electorate is the biggest recreational park in
upgrade. New South Wales. This year that park will get $1.8

million for the establishment of facilities such as

Also on the capital works program for my picnic areas, children's playgrounds, pedestrian and
electorate is an extension of the Archives Authoritycycle tracks, walking tracks and horse-riding trails. |
of New South Wales in Kingswood which will inject have already referred to the 1.5 million people who
some $3.1 million into the local economy. An issudlive in western Sydney. | congratulate the Minister
| mentioned earlier in my contribution is the for Health, the Hon. Dr A. J. Refshauge, on making
unacceptable air quality of western Sydney. It is jush commitment to provide the growing population of
not good enough. The topography of the area angestern Sydney with world-class health facilities.
climatic conditions mean that western Sydney is a
sink for Sydney's polluted air. The appalling level of A number of capital works will be carried out
air quality that is experienced by the people ofin western Sydney at a cost of $400 million, of
western Sydney makes any proposal to build awhich $110 million will be expended in this budget
airport at Badgerys Creek pure madness. The peopddone. Many of those projects will benefit the people
of western Sydney need positive solutions to thi®f my electorate. They include the Governor Philip
problem; not actions such as the building of arNursing Home at Penrith, at a cost of $7.4 million;
airport which would only diminish air quality. and the completion of stage one of Nepean Hospital

and the continuation of stage two, for which $27

That is why | was pleased that in 1998-99 themillion has been allocated in 1998-99, the total cost
air quality monitoring program will be provided, being $61.2 million. The stage two redevelopment
with more than $1 million in capital funding and will include a much-needed women's and children's
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health building. | look forward to the birth of my electorate. This year the completion of the widening
niece, Isabella, there tomorrow. of the M4 between Parramatta and Penrith will take
place. The construction has caused traffic delays.
For the fourth budget in a row, the CarrThe people who use the road on a daily basis have
Government has shown that providing quality healtho be commended for their patience. Once the
care to the people of western Sydney is at the top afonstruction is complete the journey time between
its priorities. The Government has not only beerParramatta and Penrith will be substantially reduced
able to protect patients from constant attacks oand western Sydney residents look forward to that
health funding by the Howard Government, but itday. A resident has said to me, "Where it is
has been able to increase its overall health spendirmgpmplete, it is sensational to drive on."
by more than $1 billion in its first three years. There
can be no doubt that the Government is clearly Some $8.4 million will be spent on roads in
delivering the goods. Education is of concern tamy electorate. The Mulgoa Road and The Northern
many people in my electorate. The mums and dadRoad will be rehabilitated. More than $900,000 will
of western Sydney and of my electorate demand thdie spent upgrading Cowpasture Road from Elizabeth
their children get the best possible educationdDrive to the proposed orbital. That road has been
opportunities, and they have every right to do so. progressively reconstructed during the Government's
term in office. That road was once aptly described
The budget clearly demonstrates that thes a goat track—it is no longer a hazard. | am
Government is committed to providing our childrenpleased that funding has been made available for a
with only the highest educational opportunities. Inroundabout on the corner of Explorers Way and
1998-99 a record $6.809 million will be spent onBennett Road—a black spot in my electorate which
education. The Government will continue tohas caused many minor traffic accidents.
implement its computers in schools policy and the
budget will ensure that the Government will reach In line with the budget being focused on
its commitment to provide 90,000 computers tdfamilies, the Government can boast a huge 40 per
schools across the State. As a local membearent increase in funding for the Department of
representing a growing electorate | have had th€ommunity Services during its first term of office.
pleasure of seeing first-hand how technology ha%hat is a real show of the heart of our Government.
been integrated into new school designs. The Carr Labor Government will be remembered for
its commitment to social justice for less fortunate
One of the real problems of new schools ispeople in the State. The Government will never turn
that their libraries have not had the benefit ofits back on that commitment. That philosophy
accumulating books over many years. New librariehighlights the fundamental difference between the
are on-line from day one, which has given studentblew South Wales Labor Government and the
access to incredible amounts of information. Theresent coalition Federal Government.
ability of students to use that type of technology can
be seen by the home pages of some schools in my The Howard Government has presided over a
electorate. Students develop skills that will beslash-and-burn approach to services for people in
needed for their future job and educationneed. For example, it has cut funding to health, a
opportunities. The back-to-school allowance willmeasure deplored by State coalition health Ministers.
once again be distributed to assist families to sentil has reduced funding for child care, which has cut
their children to school. into the incomes of many households in my
electorate. In addition, it has reduced funding for
The budget allocates funds for a program taeducation, in particular funding for universities. The
improve the reading and writing levels of children.Federal Government is not just interested in the
An amount of $19.2 million will be spent on literacy bottom line; it is obsessed with it. The Federal
programs in schools throughout western Sydney. &overnment shows a blatant disregard for workers
vital component is the reading recovery progranand for New South Wales.
which provides one-on-one instruction to children
who have difficulties with reading and writing in This year New South Wales will be taxed by
their first years at school. It is a great comfort t0$1.383 million, money that will be spent on other
many parents to know that if their children haveStates. New South Wales is short-changed by the
problems at school suitable programs exist to ensu@ommonwealth Government, and the New South
that they will not be left behind. Wales Opposition never raises a murmur about it.
But worse than that, the Federal Government is a
Once again the budget provides a substantiglovernment of division, with no clear goals and
amount of money for roads in the Badgerys Creekvithout vision. It is not a government for all
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Australians. It abandons those who do not fit into itsTreasurer referred to his budget as "the eagle has
desire for a neat demographic picture, such as tHanded", which is the title of a novel by Jack
poor, the needy, the migrant community, the bluédiggins about a plot to kill Churchill. As has been
collar workers, the sick, the unemployed and thesaid many times in this House it must be an early
elderly. The Federal Government has made peoplehristmas because the only eagle that has landed
increasingly fearful, uncertain and divided. It haswas a turkey in every regard. This is the fourth and
allowed a scapegoat mentality to exist. A parisHast Carr budget.
priest in my electorate recently said to me, "The
Government is trying to undermine the soul of the Mr O'Farrell: What about the Cronulla
country. | never thought | would see a governmenWorkers Club?
try to divide a country so much." | totally agree with
him. All of this can be contrasted with the New Mr KERR: | will get to the Cronulla Workers
South Wales Labor Party; we are economicallyClub. During his term as Treasurer the Hon. Michael
responsible, caring, considerate and visionary. ThEgan has been consistently wrong when he has
Government wants people to have a secure futumeferred to a budget surplus. The surplus, like the
through the 40 per cent increase in welfare spendingronulla Workers Club, has turned into a deficit, as
and the massive increases in health spending that itedoes every year. As the Leader of the Opposition
have presided over for the past three years. said, the Treasurer's first budget was the closest he
ever came to his forecast, but he was only $373
The Government will do this through job million out! He promised a $238 million deficit and
generation, not only in western Sydney butdelivered a $611 million deficit. That was the budget
throughout the regions so that people can experient® said would set things right.
and contrast that security with the appalling record
of the Federal Government in dealing with security. The following year he promised a modest $5
We will do this with sound fiscal management, amillion surplus but delivered a $452 million deficit.
surplus budget and a decreased debt. This is tido wonder the honourable member for Badgerys
framework of the Carr-Egan budget. TheCreek did not remain in the Chamber; she hurried
Government's fourth budget delivers the aim of theut before | mentioned the deficit. If one considers
Labor Party. People deserve to feel better than theyrie economies of Asia and New South Wales, a
do when they watch the antics of the Federatieficit is definitely on the way. What is the basis for
Government. Through all of the measures outlined ithe theoretical surplus in this budget? It is the sale
the Treasurer's speech it can be seen that this isoA assets. How many times have we heard
budget which delivers not only for the people ofGovernment members saying, as does One Nation,
western Sydney, as outlined in the Western Sydnetphat they must defend public ownership? | say that
Budget Statement, but also delivers to regional Ne®700 million in asset sales is what finances the
South Wales those things which will secure itsmirage of a budget surplus.
future.
It is fundamental economics that if one sells
When people look back over this and theassets to meet expenditure one will go the way of
previous three budgets they will find that thethe Cronulla Workers Club. The Government should
Government hosted the Olympics without burdeningdpe raising revenue to meet expenditure. If one runs a
the people throughout regional New South Wales, dsusiness and flogs off its assets in order to meet
members of the National Party continually say. Thelebts, one would not stay in business long. It is just
Government is doing that by paying the bills andas well New South Wales is not a motel because all
delivering services. Through the policies ofit would have would be a Treasurer and a bed. He
delivering education to the State and allowingwould have flogged off the building. | do not need
liabilities to decrease, we have delivered the basis aio tell the honourable member for Newcastle about
which New South Wales will have a secure futurethe fate of public ownership of electricity if the
The Government has delivered with fairnessJTreasurer had his way.
decency and confidence. The issues which face the

battlers of western Sydney will be dealt with Mr Tripodi: It would be the same thing you
equitably. | commend the budget to the House. want.
Mr KERR (Cronulla) [8.42 p.m.]. It is Mr KERR: The Opposition would not simply

difficult to reconcile the contribution of the flog off electricity without regard to jobs or the
honourable member for Badgerys Creek with theviability of Australian ownership. All of those things
budget papers. Her speech was strong on rhetorare being considered by the Opposition, and we are
but did not match the substance of the budget. Thialking to the unions.
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Mr Tripodi: Just like Jeff Kennett did? saying that Jeff Kennett is stealing things from

Sydney for Melbourne. This budget delivers—it
Mr KERR: The Treasurer and the Premierigkes something from Jeff Kennett!

want to emulate Jeff Kennett. As the Leader of the
Opposition said, they are— Mr O'Farrell: A record.

Mr Smith: Pretty poor copies. Mr KERR: The honourable member rightly
) says that this budget takes a record from Jeff
Mr KERR: Yes, Cisco and Pancho. Theykennett. As Alan Wood of thedustralian said, the
want to go south of the border and raid Victoria, antbyemier and Treasurer Michael Egan have turned
bring all those industries back to New South Walesyew South Wales into the highest taxed State in
We did not hear anything about that in the Budgehstralia. They have snatched that dubious honour
Speech. The person who quoted the Victoriafm victoria. | was probably wrong and unfair to
experience to Labor Party conferences is theiscq and Pancho; they went south of the border
Treasurer. It seems to me that there is a great 9a\y rajded Victoria. What did they bring back with
between the leadership and the rank and file on thg - They were the grand finalists in the
other side in this regard. Leaving aside the majoEompetition to have the highest taxed State in
budget dOC“!“e”t’ l. refer now to my electorate. MyAustraIia, and they have done it; they brought back
electorate will receive only $19,365,000 from th|sthe ile of the highest taxed State in the

gud_get. Part. of that allocation W.'" t.)e used_ byCommonwealth. That is terrific. Those highest taxes
_arlngbah High School to gpgrade its I|prgry. It is 8 re a matter of Government choice.
tribute to the parents and citizens association and the
school community that the Government has finally
provided funding for that project. | recommend that
honourable members visit Caringbah High School;
indeed, they should do so in the near future as th,%

school buildings have considerable sediment crack&i

Mr Tripodi: So are the highest services.

Mr KERR: The honourable member says,
ighest services". | invite the honourable member
visit Cronulla police station. The coalition
overnment planned and set aside funding for a new

0oolice station in Cronulla.

New South Wales can be proud of Caringbah Hig
School, which is a selective high school. | have le
many delegations from Caringbah High School t
meet the Minister for Education and Training. The L .
school needs more funding for the school library. Mr Tripodi:* You never did.

The budget provides a capital works allocation ~ Mr KERR:  The  coalition = Government
for Cronulla sewage treatment plant. In the 19g9®udgeted for that project, but Labor abandoned that

election campaign Labor promised to provide $13@roiect when it was elected in 1995. | invite the
million for tertiary treatment at that plant. However, Nonourable member to inspect conditions at Cronulla
on the eve of the next election the Government hakolice station. The honourable member referred to
allocated a paltry amount for that project. ThatServices. Next stop on his itinera_ry is an inspection
means that in March next year the trucks will star@f the floor at Sutherland hospital that has been
rumbling at the plant and a small amount of workuPgraded, including painting the bathrooms, with
will be done on the project, and the Labor candidatéinds raised by the local community. The
who draws the short straw for the Cronulla seat wilhonourable member should talk to the honourable
say that the Labor Government is keeping itgnember for Sutherland, who was instrumental in
promise. However, no work has commenced at theaising funds for that hospital. Next stop for the
plant during this Government's four years in office. honourable member for Fairfield is an inspection of
the railway stations in my electorate. There is a lack
The budget does not meet Labor's promises off staff on Woolooware and Caringbah railway
tollways. However, it continues the poker machinestations, and more staff are to go.
tax and land tax. No wonder the Treasurer wants to
talk about a plot to kill Churchill. This Churchillian Mr Tripodi: Do you remember the great
budget taxes people in the streets, in their homesghtrider bus?
and in clubs. Ironically, the Treasurer said that this
budget puts families first. Time and time again Mr KERR: | remember the great nightrider
Opposition members have said that the budget taxésis. The honourable member for Northcott and |
families first. The honourable member for Badgerysemember that the introduction of the nightrider bus
Creek referred to Jeff Kennett. One must be fair teesulted in increased patronage of public transport
the New South Wales Treasurer. People are alwaygter midnight as it was safe, reliable and clean.
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Mr Tripodi: Unlike the trains at the time; is Workers Club after the House rises tonight that it no
that what you are saying? longer exists. A high-rise building has been
constructed on the site.
Mr KERR: The honourable member should
ask people in the community what form of transport Mr Tripodi: Do the debenture holders own
they prefer to use after midnight. the building?

Mr O'Farrell: They voted with their feet. Mr KERR: This takes me down memory lane.
At one time they had a nightclub named after the
Mr KERR: The honourable member for Cabinet—it was called Jokers, and it was the only
Northcott rightly says that they voted with their feet.place to make a profit. The people of my electorate
The nightrider bus was an enormous success. have happy memories about Cronulla Workers Club.
| remind the Treasurer that a prophet is not without
Mr Tripodi: It's a long walk to Caringbah honour in his home town but his home town is
from the city. without a profit at its club. He did not include that
in his application for the position of Treasurer. In
Mr KERR: It is a long haul from the city to conclusion, this budget promises a great deal. As
Caringbah, and people preferred to travel on thaith previous Labor budgets, it will be in the red
nightrider bus because they felt a lot safer. but it will not deliver services. The Social Justice
Budget Statement should be examined, as the
Mr O'Farrell: Tell us about Cronulla Workers Treasurer's previous social justice budget statements
Club. have been examined. The previous speaker spoke
about gains for western Sydney. Does anyone in
Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry): western Sydney believe they are better off now than
Order! The honourable member for Northcott willthey were in 1995? Roads are still congested,
refrain from coaching the honourable member foschools have not improved and the public transport
Cronulla. system that was being upgraded by Bruce Baird has
stalled. Western Sydney has suffered a reversal of
Mr KERR: Cronulla Workers Club was the progress. This budget is the final budget of the Carr
microcosm of economic management of New SoutiGovernment. The budget papers constitute the
Wales. When the Treasurer was elected president tifngest suicide note of any government in the State's

the club he promised great profits. history. Next year's budget will be the post mortem.
Mr O'Farrell: Did he promise increased Mr O'Farrell: The first Phillips' budget.
services?

Mr KERR: Yes, the first Phillips' budget.
Mr KERR: The honourable member asksHowever, | wish Treasurer Phillips all the best as he
about increased services. The Treasurer's electiavill be faced with a huge deficit.
manifesto read like a State budget. The shareholders
did not receive any dividends. | do not know Mr Tripodi: He will need all the help he can
whether the club had a TAB but the dividendsget.
floated away. Many mums and dads who invested
heavily in Cronulla Workers Club ended up out of Mr KERR: He certainly will. The Carr
pocket. Government has made it very difficult for him. The
people of the Cronulla electorate have learnt to
Mr Tripodi: How can mums and dads investexpect little by way of road services from this
in a club? Government. It is a pity that this Government did
not keep its promises to fight pollution on our
Mr KERR: They took out debentures in the beaches, which are an asset of all the citizens of
club. The penny drops. Many people lost a lot ofAustralia, not just the residents of Cronulla. On the
money on their investments. That was an earlgve of an election electorates receive token funding
warning. to attempt to clean up beach pollution. It will be
interesting to see how much work has been
Mr O'Farrell: Can you still go to Cronulla undertaken on 27 March 1999.
Workers Club?
Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [9.02 p.m.]: |
Mr KERR: No. | can advise honourable congratulate the Carr Government on its best budget
members who are thinking of visiting Cronullayet. It has been well received by the people of New
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South Wales and reported in a positive light by theachieved despite the Federal Government avoiding
media. This will not be the last Carr budget; therdts responsibilities to meet additional costs resulting
are many more to come. In April 1998 New Southfrom declining private health insurance membership,
Wales employment increased by 20,100, whiclan ageing population, and increased costs primarily
meant the unemployment rate fell to 7.2 per cenfattributable to the adoption and implementation of
the lowest in New South Wales since 1990—0.7 penew hospital technologies in this State.
cent lower than the national average. This result was
achieved because of a variety of reasons, not the The Federal Government has abrogated its
least of which was the Government's soundesponsibilities. Despite demographic pressures, the
management and sensible decision to implement thegh expense of new health technology and reduced
national competition policy, much of which has beemprivate health insurance coverage, the Carr
forced upon us by the Federal Government. AGovernment has increased health expenditure. I am
further reason was the New South Wales economyroud that this year health expenditure has had a
This State is fortunate to have the most diversifiedegional focus. The Government has acknowledged
and advanced economy of any State in Australighe significance of regional and rural development
and that has enabled us to ride out the shock of thend its policies reflect that priority. The massive
current Asian crisis. capital works program of the Government will foster
economic growth, job creation, income security, and
New South Wales will also weather the impactinvestment growth in rural and regional New South
of the Pauline Hanson factor despite the inability ofWales.
the Federal Government to cope with it. The
economies of New South Wales and Australia are Some of the budget initiatives include the new
suffering because of their open nature and theicithgow District Hospital at a cost of $26 million;
reliance on trade. Tourist numbers from Asia havéhe Long Jetty Community Health Centre, $1.8
decreased and the number of foreign students takingillion; stage one of the Maitland Hospital
up positions in educational institutions has fallerredevelopment program, $28 million; stage one of
significantly, all of which is having an impact on the Nepean Hospital redevelopment, $99 million; the
our current account deficit and revenue flow to thenew clinical service block at Wollongong Hospital,
State's education institutions. The Carr Governmer$i51 million; and a new hospital at Coffs Harbour,
is the first New South Wales Government to reduc&54 million. The budget will provide an estimated
net financial liabilities. The honourable member for$86 million to redevelop Campbelltown and Camden
Cronulla made mention of the State's level of debt. hospitals and local community health centres.

| merely repeat that this is the first Hickman House at Wollongong Hospital will
Government to reduce the State's net financidde replaced at a cost of $62.5 million. New
liabilities, which amounted to $1.9 billion in 1995. community health centres at Erina and Tuggerah and
Total net public sector debt is down $1 billion anda new day surgery facility at Wollongong Hospital
total net liabilities are down $3.5 billion, which will be built at a cost of $11.6 million. In Newcastle
represents a saving of $1,600 per family. Thehe emergency department and intensive care unit at
Government has increased family services, policBohn Hunter Hospital will be rebuilt, and a cancer
numbers and education services, and has providedsearch unit will be developed at the Mater
improved health services at the same time as it hddisericordiae Hospital at an estimated cost of $13.6
reduced the level of family indebtedness. The totahillion. In addition, a new $4.3 million in-patient
net worth of the New South Wales public sector idacility will be built at Wallsend District Hospital.
$68 billion, which is approximately three times thatThe budget will contribute capital works projects,
of Victoria's net worth of $20 billion, despite New investment, jobs and income security to regional
South Wales population not being three times that cdireas of New South Wales. That is in addition to the
Victoria. This Government has provided a model folbenefits and spending priorities for the metropolitan
State management. area of Sydney. In the Fairfield electorate Liverpool

Hospital has been upgraded to the standard of a

I now refer to some of Labor's priorities thatteaching hospital. That hospital is but one example
are addressed in the budget. The most importanf the Government delivering on the priority of
among them being health, upon which $6.6 billionshifting health services closer to where people live,
will be spent this year, an increase of $426 millionthereby reducing the stress, anguish and suffering of
over funding allocated last year and an increase démilies who need to be close to their loved ones
$1.34 billion over that made available by thewhen they are receiving medical attention in
coalition in 1994. These increases have beehospital.
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The way the community has embraced thdhat education must feature in any sensible economic
development and upgrade of Liverpool Hospitadevelopment strategy. The upgrading, the
demonstrates once again the Governmentadvancement and the diversity of human capital
commitment to the provision of health services. As iheeds to be encouraged. The literature indicates that
have said, in addition to that the Government hasvestment in education must be an absolute priority
incorporated into the budget a strategy of trying tdor a dynamic, evolving and organic economy. It is
achieve a double benefit for rural areas bythat investment in human capital, which those
generating employment and income security and, &pposite probably consider a waste of money, that is
the same time, implementing health services, therelactually an investment in the future of this State.
reversing the funding cuts that occurred in the sevefihe Government is very proud of that achievement.
years of the Greiner and Fahey governments. Let me
compare the capital works programs to which | have In the medium term New South Wales and its
referred with the contribution made by the Faheyeconomy will benefit enormously while the
and Greiner governments. Honourable members wilinfortunate citizens of Victoria have had their
remember the Port Macquarie Hospital, the greathildren's education slashed to pieces. In the
privatisation experiment that the Auditor-Generaimedium term and in the long term the Victorian
described as a complete disaster. We actually pagtonomy will suffer because the numerous literacy
for that hospital 2% times over. That was theproblems and generally lower standard of education
coalition's contribution to Port Macquarie, whichwill mean that the State becomes less attractive to
might be regarded as part of the Liberal heartlanddevelopment and investment in tertiary industry, the
the privatisation of a hospital that cost as much aservice industries and the information technology
2% hospitals and was a complete disaster. At thimdustries. Those sunrise industries are largely the
end of the day that translated into reduced servicesmajor employers and will increasingly become the

employers of the future. Those investment decisions

Honourable members will be aware of howwill favour a State where the level of education and
badly that decision was received by the residents dfinovation, knowledge, and technology embodied in
Port Macquarie. They will remember the number ofNew South Wales residents will stand out by a
resident action groups, medical practitioner actiomwountry mile and New South Wales will be the
groups and others opposed to the privatisation of thereferred State in which to invest.
hospital. That is merely one example of what the
coalition has done to the health system. Honourable = The expenditure of $7 billion on education is
members will recall what happened in Victoria whenan increase of $318 million over last year's funding.
the Government was involved in the biggestSince 1994-95 funding has increased by $1.2 billion.
downscaling of the public health system in theThe previous speaker claimed that there has been no
history of this country. We all remember the protesténcrease in services. Here are the facts. An extra
that occurred right across that State as hospital aft&1.34 billion will be allocated to health, and an extra
hospital was closed and services were cut. $1.2 billion to education. Those two allocations

clearly identify why the Government makes no

Mr Beck: On a point of order. There is no apology for the fact that it taxes homes worth more

Minister at the table and it is 9.13 p.m. than $1 million. The Government makes no apology
for the gamut of taxes it has been forced to

Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry): introduce, because at the end of the day people

Order! No point of order is involved. understand the basic fact that those who get more

will obviously have to pay more. That is a basic fact

Mr TRIPODI: Honourable members recall and Labor governments are not shy about it. They
the nightmare slash-and-burn treatment that theelieve in sensible moderate levels of taxation to
public health system in Victoria received from thefund sensible moderate levels of spending. That
Kennett Government. Hospital closure followedlevel of spending is important to the State and to the
hospital closure. One might ask the reason for thafuture of the citizens of the State. People do not
At the end of the day it was to fund a mate and hidave difficulty understanding the logic in what the
casino. What a financial disaster that was! All thatGovernment is doing.
slashing and burning and closing of public hospitals
and schools and cutbacks in services and at the end In addition, 2,250 additional teaching positions
of the day it translated into funding their mates in ghave been created and the Government is proud of
venture with a major casino owner. | move to thethat. It means that the teacher-student ratio is
budget allocation for education. The Government hadecreasing. There are fewer students per teacher.
made a $7 billion commitment to the future of ourEvery student is getting more attention. The
children. All the academic literature makes it plainGovernment stands by that decision, even though it
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will cost more money. The Government believes it Mr SMALL (Murray) [9.22 p.m.]: This will
is an important priority for the State and isbe the last opportunity | have to speak to the budget
fundamentally reversing all the Metherell fundingbills in this House. | have seen 14 budgets
cuts. Contrasting New South Wales with Victoria,introduced into this Parliament, and there have been
that State has reduced the number of teachers lgpod and bad from both sides of politics. However,
9,000, while New South Wales increased the numbdor the people in my electorate and for country
of teachers by 2,250. It is fairly clear where thepeople generally this budget is one of the meanest. It
money is being spent. It is not being squandereds certainly the toughest and tightest for the people
Young children are receiving the benefit of thatin my electorate. In correspondence to me the
education and that is a sensible, logical investmeriireasurer identified a list of asset acquisition
in the future of this State. projects within my electorate for the 1998-99
financial year that amount to $45,721,000. That may
An amount of $65 million dollars will be spent sound like a great deal of money but during the time
on literary initiatives, which are important, and $901the coalition Government was in office the electorate
million will be spent on rural education programs. Innever received anything less than $100 million. It is
my electorate teaching people the basics of theot hard to see there has been a substantial cutback
English language and maths and upgrading thia funding to my electorate.
standard of education they receive is extremely
important. The people in my area are trying to cope | have been a great supporter of the Olympic
with the cuts that have been made to AMES, th&ames. | regard the success of the Olympic bid as a
Adult Migrant English Service. Unfortunately thatwonderful feat for Australia and for Sydney. |
service was discontinued in Fairfield, which has thevorked hard to promote the Olympic Games in
highest concentration of immigrants in this State1993. Unfortunately, people in my electorate are
Members on the Opposition benches have alwaysuffering because of the lack of capital works and
preached about the significance of standing on onelmprovements in sporting facilities. | will endeavour
own two feet and the significance of helping oneselfo ensure that after the Olympic structures have been
and taking pride in one's achievements. built rural New South Wales receives its equitable
share of funding for infrastructure and sporting
When an immigrant arrives in this country onefacilities from whoever is in government—and |
basic tool is needed to be able to do that, and it ibelieve that will be the coalition.
something to which every immigrant is entitled, that
is, an education in English and an ability to speak Health and education are always high priorities
the English language. The Federal Government has any budget. The only funding for capital works in
qguashed that. It has told immigrants that when thethe Murray electorate is $262,000 for replacement
get here it does not want them to learn English; ifacilities at the Balranald District Hospital and
will not fund their education in English. But at the $97,000 for Finley Hospital, although $54,000 will
same time members opposite talk about introducinge spent on health services in the Aboriginal
a private member's bill to make English the formakettlement of Cummergunja. Jerilderie, a town of
and recognised language of this State. Theit,000 people, has been fighting desperately to secure
hypocrisy never ends. It would be more sensible i multipurpose service facility. The people of
members opposite rang their Federal colleagues addrilderie have a good hospital, an ambulance
asked them to bring back the program that allowedtation, community services and facilities that have
immigrants to learn English so they can fulfil thebeen extended in recent years. It is not much to ask
dream they have when they come to this country. for a multipurpose service, given that that town has
enjoyed good health services in the past. Last year
The budget provides $68 million to be spentlerilderie lost its doctor and the Greater Murray
on the technology in schools program. New SoutlHealth Service took away doctor visiting rights. That
Wales has a higher rate of access to the Interngtas a most unsatisfactory move for Jerilderie and
than the United States. It is important to teach younthe people of that town have every right to be
people the significance of information technologyannoyed.
and they have a global connection to the world
through the education program in high schools. They The doctor who is there at the moment, Dr
are being taught to cope with globalisation. UnlikeJohn, is an excellent doctor and his wife is working
the National Party and One Nation, who want towith him. Together they provide excellent health
stop the process of globalisation, Labor is teachingervices. They have visiting rights to the Jerilderie
young people to keep up with change rather than pitospital in emergency circumstances only. They
their heads in the sandTime expired have visiting rights at a hospital 40 kilometres away,
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but that is not satisfactory, and the people of New boards of management are essential for
Jerilderie, the Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon. Timeach hospital, as was the case before smaller
Fischer, and | have been working to ensure thakgional hospital boards were amalgamated into
Jerilderie is on the list for an MPS. That would costgreater area health services. The Greater Murray
very little money, as most of the buildings areArea Health Service covers 27 or 28 hospitals and
already there and are in good condition. 250,000 people. | am sorry to say that it is not
working at all in the way that it should, the way that
It upsets me that the budget contains nat was meant to. | am sure that a new government
provision for an MPS for Jerilderie even though itwill change the system dramatically and replace
has been requested. Recurrent aged-care funditayge hospital boards, particularly in smaller regional
requires Federal Government approval but thareas. Doctors' visiting rights is another issue of
Greater Murray Health Service either has nogreat importance. At small hospitals such as the
prioritised Jerilderie in the top 10 for the next 12Jerilderie District Hospital doctors are being denied
months or the Minister for Health or someone in thevisiting rights. That only puts a nail in the coffin
department has not acknowledged the urgent neeohd stops a hospital from operating successfully.
for an MPS in Jerilderie. Deniliqguin Hospital was
also to receive approximately $14 million in the Tocumwal has a wonderful hostel, built some
budget to bring the main part of the hospital up tcsix years ago. At present the local Lions Club is
date so that necessary surgical procedures can beilding a 20-bed aged-care hostel. The Lions Club
carried out. has shown the initiative to raise funds for and build
the hostel. However, approval for the hostel has still
Perhaps some six years ago former Ministenot been obtained. This is a Federal issue. It is vital
for Health Ron Phillips approved the construction ofthat approval for recurrent funding be forthcoming
a new ambulance station at Deniliquin to the valuéen order to look after aged people who require
of $500,000. It was hoped that the station would b@accommodation in a hostel. All 12 hospitals in my
built within two years, but it was certainly to have area are in need of vast improvements. We have had
been completed over a four-year budgeexcellent staff, but staff levels have been cut and
arrangement. The Labor Government has nanhany staff members have become very despondent
effected construction of the new ambulance statiorunder present management practices. It saddens not
Nothing has come of earlier plans and theonly me but most of my constituents to see what is
ambulance station at Deniliquin is an absolutdhappening in health. | do not believe that the health
disgrace. | recommend that a new ambulance stati@ystem is short of money; frankly, | believe that it is
be built on the same site as the hospital, where theadl to do with management. Present circumstances
would be room, particularly given the redevelopmenteflect a lack of good management.
taking place. A new multipurpose service, MPS, was
to be built at Wentworth. However, the local hostel Many schools in my area are in need of
committee for aged care was not able to arrange fanding. The school at Finley has many old
board of management agreement to work in with theuildings. There was approval for the rebuilding of
MPS. It is my hope that the opportunity for an MPSschool classrooms at Finley, but that has not
has not been lost forever, because it is essential thatcurred. Approval was granted about two years ago
Wentworth has an MPS. and agreement was reached but funding has not been
forthcoming. | wonder whether the Olympic Games
Certainly Wentworth has excellent hostelmay have had an impact on that funding. | certainly
facilities, but there is a need for aged-care beds. Theope not, but | can think of no other reason for the
$2.1 million that was to go to Wentworth should atlack of progress. The Hay war memorial high school
least have been identified to go to Jerilderie, wheres the only war memorial high school in New South
it is urgently needed. All of the health services inWales. This magnificent school was built after the
my region need to be strengthened. The Hayirst World War as a memorial to those who lost
Hospital has been run extremely well but servicesheir lives. The school is in desperate need of a
have been cut substantially. The people of Hay armultipurpose school assembly hall.
very concerned that their obstetric services be
retained. Most mothers have been going to Griffith The Barham high school and the north
or Deniliquin for obstetric services. | know that theDeniliquin public school also require assembly halls.
services are still provided at Hay and | would beThose are the three schools out of the 67 in my
extremely disappointed if they were cut back furtheelectorate that do not have a multipurpose assembly
and lost. It is necessary that the town of Hay retainfacility. | am very sad about the lack of those
its health services. assembly halls, and they are on my wish list for the



APPROPRIATION BILL AND COGNATE BILLS 24 June 1998 ASSEMBLY 6%&D1

future. Previously roads funding for my areabe found within the allocation to the Department of
amounted to approximately $30 million to $32Agriculture for land and water management plans
million, including allocations for the Sturt, Cobb, that have already been approved. | look forward to
Newell and Riverina highways. Funding is stillsuch an acknowledgment. Agriculturally based
being allocated to those roads. The main roaddrainage work is a main driving economic force
project in my electorate is on the Cobb Highwaywithin the Murray electorate. The economic benefit
An area north of Hay between Booligal and Ivanhoghat flows from good farm management assisted by
has a dirt track across heavy grey-black country.  backup support and funding cannot be denied.

When the coalition took office in 1988 Matt | am sorry to say that my electorate will be cut
Singleton visited the area and, because it was a venp into four parts to be distributed between Albury,
wet period, witnessed the very difficult conditionsMurrumbidgee, Wagga Wagga and Broken Hill
that prevailed. Even today there are some 53 daydectorates. Griffith is to retain its electoral office,
each year when vehicles cannot traverse the trackut Deniliquin, a main regional centre, should also
Rainfall stops the movement of wool, stock andbe allowed to keep its electoral office. Government
commodities needed by the farming industry. | anfacilities funding will therefore be necessary to
pleased that the coalition Government and theover offices at those two major centres. | value
present Government have recognised that stretch bighly the outstanding work done by the excellent
road as a priority. Only 12 kilometres remainsecretaries working in those offices. | am
unsealed. The provision of $1.75 million for theparticularly appreciative of the efforts of Ms Faye
road in this budget is welcome. That allocation willFalahey and Ms Merilyn Hussey, who are now
not quite complete the sealing of the road; perhapsorking in the electoral office for the Murray
about four or five kilometres will remain unsealed.electorate.

We would like to think that sealing of the road

could be completed this year, but there is a certain | will retire at the conclusion of this
guarantee that it will be completed in 1999. | thankparliamentary session in March next year. It has
the Government for the funds for the road. been a pleasure to serve my constituents during four

parliamentary terms, with seven years in opposition

The road project to which | have referred hasand seven years in government—a balance in my
been a special undertaking of past and presept@rliamentary life that | have thoroughly enjoyed. |
transport and roads Ministers. The Roads and Traffialso give thanks and appreciation to my wife, Judy,
Authority has worked extremely well. The Cobband my family for their wonderful work in helping
Highway Action Group, and its secretary, Helenme. | have been deeply honoured to have been able
Rogers, and chairman, Clive Linton, have done ato represent the people of the Murray electorate. The
excellent job. | praise all who have been involvedMurray electorate was first established in 1859 and
This budget provides an allocation of $10,000 fomow is about to face its demise. | wish all the very
environmental vegetation enhancement along thieest for the future to the candidates who will
highway near Jerilderie. A sum of $2.62 million isbecome newly elected members representing the
allocated for electricity at Balranald and Wentworth four adjacent electorates. The honour of serving in
where a new transformer and new transmission lineke Parliament will be theirs.
are necessary. | point out that this funding was
gazetted the year before last, in the 1997-98 budget, Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the
but the work has not been undertaken. | sincerelgnvironment) [9.42 p.m.]: It is too early for
hope that this year the money will be utilised andaccolades for the honourable member for Murray but
the project completed. This is a project that veryhe and | were elected on the same day to the
much involves Australian Inland Energy. Chamber. | have very much enjoyed the time that

we have spent here since 1988. As he said, we have

Only $513,000 has been provided for newshared Opposition and Government. Over the years |
housing at Balranald. That is the entire housindiave appreciated his extreme dedication to his
budget for my electorate. How pathetic! Housing isconstituents in the Murray electorate.
required in Corowa, Deniliquin, Hay and Moama
and all other towns that receive nothing. The | want to talk about the significance of the
funding | have referred to is virtually all that is budget for local residents in Blacktown and western
identified in the budget for my electorate. ForSydney. The Carr Government, with a budget that
irrigation there is not $1 mentioned within thehas put families first, has once again secured major
capital works, yet in the Murray and southernfunding for the construction of services and creation
districts about $11 million is normally spent onof jobs in Blacktown and western Sydney. The
drainage each year. Funding for drainage may welbovernment's commitment to western Sydney is
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manifest in the introduction for the first time of the services and stopped necessary works in western
specific Western Sydney Budget Statement. It is &ydney the Government has not shirked
wonderful read for all honourable membersreinstatement of vital community programs,
concerned about investing in the future of westercommencement of vital infrastructure works and
Sydney. The budget represents an important part ahplementation of policies to keep Blacktown and
our major infrastructure and services program for th®arramatta among the nation's top business centres
Blacktown electorate. Health, housing, roadsand community-focused regions.
transport, police and the environment have received
major funding which will secure greater services and In the best Labor traditions of commonsense
infrastructure for Blacktown city. economic policy the budget is fiscally responsible
overall. In an Asian environment of fiscal turmoil
More than $40 million has been allocated toand banking crisis, New South Wales can stand
build the new world-class Blacktown Hospital and tosecure, our financial house in order. New South
upgrade lifesaving hospital equipment. BlacktowrnWales has the best health system in Australia. The
and Seven Hills police will receive vital Carr Labor Government has worked to deliver
communications equipment upgrades which willaccessible and quality services of the highest
improve services to the local community. More tharstandard. The budget alone increases the health
$3.8 million worth of major improvements to visitor budget by $426 million since the last financial year.
facilities and roads will also be completed in ourThe health budget is now $1.3 billion greater than in
three regional parks, in western Sydney, Rouse Hill994—a significant and responsible increase.
and Parramatta. An amount of $200,000 has been
provided for repairs and restoration works to the | particularly note the $461 million
historic Rouse Hill House Museum. commitment to the disability services program, a
very important $43 million increase over last year's
Western Sydney will also participate in a $lallocation. The Cumberland-Prospect disability
million air quality study due to be completed inforum and other organisations have played a
2000. Nearly $22 million has been allocated for roadaudable role in speaking on behalf of people with
and railway maintenance works and majordisabilities. That money will deliver new respite
improvement works have been approved to provideeds to the Cumberland region before Christmas. |
safer driving and commuter conditions for localcongratulate the Minister for Community Services
residents. An amount of $8.7 million will be spenton her successful effort to secure extra funding for
on security initiatives for Blacktown railway station, some of the most deserving and too often
train stabling yards and infrastructure for operationsverlooked people in our community. The people of
and station improvements before the Sydney 200Benrith are fortunate to have such a formidable and
Olympic Games. An amount of $13 million will be caring representative in the Chamber.
spent on the Richmond line amplification project to
provide greater efficiency and service for The budget again builds on the Carr
passengers. Government's ongoing commitment to preserve and
protect our natural environment. A total of $395
These works further enhance the security andillion will be allocated to the environment
passenger improvement initiatives that the Carportfolio for annual expenses—more than double the
Labor Government has delivered to the Blacktowrallocation in 1994-95. During the last three years the
electorate. An amount of $12 million will be spentGovernment has declared 49 new parks and reserves
on noise attenuation and widening of the Md4at a total cost of almost $50 million. In 1998-99 the
motorway from Parramatta to Penrith. The OlympicGovernment will spend $15 milion on the
Co-ordination Authority will spend $5.2 million on establishment of new national parks and regional
the construction of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Gamegparks, and an additional $14.2 million on Jervis Bay
softball centre at Blacktown and $20 million on theNational Park.
construction of the Olympic equestrian centre at
Horsley Park. The Department of Housing will The Government continues its commitment to
spend more than $4 million on minor works and willwaste minimisation. In 1998-99 the Government will
provide housing in Blacktown, Seven Hills andprovide $25.1 million for the Waste Planning and
Toongabbie. Management Fund to support regional waste board
programs and operations and other waste
The Carr Government has once again deliverethanagement initiatives. The Government will
vital and necessary services and infrastructure to th@ovide $50 million under the country town water
Blacktown electorate that | am proud to representsupply and sewerage scheme for backlog water
Although the previous coalition government guttedsupply and sewerage projects in rural areas. To
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assist local government and public land managers fiigures. This includes a grant of $15.2 million to the
improving storm water management, thestormwater trust.
Government will provide $15.2 million in 1998-99
as part of a total $60 million package. In the 1998-99 budget the allocation for the
National Parks and Wildlife Service is more than
The total recurrent appropriation for thedouble the funding provided by the Fahey coalition
Environment Protection Authority in the coming Government in its last year of office. Over the past
financial year has been increased by 28.6 per centthree years the Government has declared nearly 50
up from $89.4 million last financial year to $115 new parks and reserves and will spend $15 million
million. The increase in recurrent expenditure hasn establishing new national parks and regional
been channelled into programs to improve aiparks in the next financial year. Apart from this
quality, waste and water quality across the Stategchievement the Carr Government has also created a
with specific initiatives for these areas totallingmarine park at Solitary Islands and one at Jervis
$41.65 million in 1998-99. Improving water quality Bay, conserving 93,000 hectares of sensitive marine
across New South Wales will continue to be a majoecosystems. My colleague the Minister for Mineral
focus for the EPA in the next 12 months. TheResources, and Minister for Fisheries has joined me
Government has allocated $15.2 million for the nexin the Chamber tonight. He shares with me joint
phase of the stormwater trust three-year program tmanagement responsibilities for those marine parks.
halt the devastating effects of stormwater on our
waterways. The National Parks and Wildlife Service has
been given $6 million to fulfil its obligations under
Funding allocated to the Environmentthe Threatened Species Conservation Act introduced
Protection Authority in 1998-99 includes a recurrenby the Government two years ago. The NPWS
budget allocation of $114.9 million, which capital works allocation has been boosted by $23
represents an increase of nearly 29 per cent over tindllion in the 1998-99 financial year. This increase
past financial year. In real terms funding for theis more than the total capital works budget that the
EPA over the past four State budgets has increasedalition was prepared to give to that agency only
by more than 40 per cent. In 1998-99 the totakix years ago. In 1992-93 all it gave to the NPWS
expenditure on the EPA's waste program hawas a woeful $20.7 million. In 1993-94 the service
increased by more than 50 per cent from theeceived only $25 million. The Government has not
previous year to $33.2 million. The Government hasimply made idle commitments, it has provided the
reaffirmed its commitment to the waste reformmoney to enable the obligations of the NPWS to be
package by confirming approval for more than $25net. The capital works budget the Government has
million for the Waste Planning and Managemeninade available to the service in 1998-99 is almost
Fund. It will be interesting to see whether the$60 million.
coalition will make a commitment to maintain that
type and extent of expenditure on the Waste That is about three times the amount made
Planning and Management Fund in the lead-up tavailable by the former Government in 1993-94. The
the next election. Of course, this amount completesapital works program provides $46.1 million for the
the Government's commitment to the original $6Qontinuation of major works commenced in prior
million pledged to its five-year reform package. years and nearly $14 million for minor works
including $9.7 million for the reconstruction of the
The waste fund provides financial support forAlpine Way, $2.7 million for ongoing roadworks in
programs to help minimise the overall volume ofthe Koiuszko National Park, $1.6 million for fire
waste being produced by society and to promotemanagement and pest species management capital
effective programs for reusing, recycling orworks initiatives, and $7.4 million for land
reprocessing waste. Honourable members have headquisitions. The provision of these additional
a lot from the coalition about the need toresources by the Government has enabled funding to
hypothecate waste levies into waste minimisatiofe directed to key priority areas such as upgrading
and the community generally. However, we have ndfire trails, firefighting and pest species control.
heard a specific commitment from the coalition that
it will ensure the continuation of that fund after the The capital program also provides $2.3 million
next financial year. To improve the health andfor the development of a new visitors centre and
sustainability of New South Wales rivers androadworks at Parramatta Park. Western Sydney is
waterways, expenditure for water and catchmentsome to more than 1.5 million people, or 43 per
has increased by more than 57 per cent to $36&ent of Sydney's population. The region is one of
million in 1998-99 as compared with 1997-98Australia's economic powerhouses, producing goods
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and services worth more than $35 billion per annunin relation to expenditure of the environmental
or 24 per cent of the State's domestic productollar, contrasts starkly with the performance of not
Western Sydney has a predominantly younger anonly the Federal Government but some State
more multicultural work force. It has some of thegovernments which are currently controlled by
State's most urbanised areas next to natural jewedsalition parties.
such as the Blue Mountains and the Hawkesbury-
Nepean rivers system. The establishment of regional In Victoria there has been a major
parks in western Sydney is a major environmentalinderresourcing of key environmental agencies such
initiative—further proof of the Carr Government'sas the equivalent of the parks agencies and the
environmental credentials. Environment Protection Authority. We have also
seen a decreasing commitment in South Australia
These regional parks provide passive recreatioand Western Australia to comparable agencies at a
areas and help to maintain biodiversity. They includéime when the New South Wales Government is
the Rouse Hill Regional Park, the Leacock Regionalrebling its expenditure in the environment area.
Park, the Parramatta Regional Park and the WesteBome other State environment protection agencies
Sydney Regional Park, which, when fully are starved for resources. Members of this Chamber
established, will occupy 1,000 hectares and providand the Legislative Council know of the enormous
habitat for native flora and fauna as well as picniccriticism levelled at politicians by the community at
areas, children's playgrounds, pedestrian and cycpgesent. Some criticism is thoroughly deserved but
tracks, tracks for long-distance walkers, horse-ridingther criticism is highly simplistic. It is important
trails and ponds. It is not only in the area of thethat the Government continues to deliver in all vital
Environment Protection Authority and the Nationalareas. Members of Parliament should not be
Parks and Wildlife Service that this budget hasntimidated by the contempt in which we are
delivered. | emphasise that for two other majomgenerally held as a genre, as a group of politicians,
agencies within my portfolio, the Zoological Parksand continue to ensure that we invest in the future
Board and the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domaifor ourselves and our children.
Trust, this budget represents good news.
Two weeks ago, when | was in New Zealand
The budget provides $3.5 million for the for a ministerial convention, | was made aware of
redevelopment of facilities at Taronga Zoo, whichgeneral community concerns about a whole range of
includes the Asiatic elephant facility, the sealpublic sector cutbacks that were occurring in
enclosures, the Kodiak bear facility and the monkegmergency services, including firefighting, police
pits. This funding will see naturalistic environmentsand ambulance services. That is not a feature of this
built for these animals and ensure that Tarong&tate and is certainly not a feature of this budget.
remains a world-class zoological institution. It isThis budget has not only maintained a financial
important that the Government has highlighteccommitment to a range of education, environment,
Taronga Zoo in the lead-up to the Olympics becauskealth, transport and law and order services, but it
that zoo will attract hundreds of thousands othas dramatically increased those allocations
visitors before and during the Olympic Games. Thixompared with the allocations of previous coalition
Government is one that the elephants at the zoo wijovernments. | look forward to the next seven or
never forget. eight months, when the Government will focus more
acutely on its achievements and its continued
As far as the Royal Botanic Gardens aregnvestment in the people of New South Wales. |
concerned | congratulate the new director, Mr Frankook forward to working with my Labor colleagues
Howarth, for putting together appropriate strategie$o reiterate the message that the Government has not
in the past 12 months to ensure that the gardermly protected the public sector—
have benefited from the budget. The Government

has allocated nearly $2 million in the 1998-99 Dr Macdonald: Frantic pork-barrelling.
budget to improve the maintenance of the historic
Farm Cove seawall prior to the Sydney Olympics. Ms ALLAN: The honourable member's

The opening Olympic event, the triathlon, will beallegation is interesting. Unfortunately, he just
staged in and around this showpiece precinct duringntered the Chamber so he missed most of my
the 2000 Games. The budget has been successful ispieech. As he purports to be interested in the
only for the people of western Sydney but also forenvironment, | am sure he will take the opportunity
individuals and groups who remain concerned antb read my speech ifHansard The Government's

committed to a strong environmental agenda froninvestment in a range of environment areas is not
the Government. Unfortunately, the performance opork-barrelling; it is compensating for the years of
the Government on these types of issues, particularfyeglect by coalition governments in New South
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Wales. There is a distinct lack of pork-barrelling in (7)  That should either House stand adjourned and

the budaet the Committee agree to any report before the
get. Houses resume sitting:

The budget contains many allocations for (@) the Committee have leave to send any

projects in western Sydney. | assure honourable such report, minutes and evidence taken

members that that is compensation for moneys not before it to the Clerk of the House;

spent in the past. Recently the honourable member (b) the documents shall be printed and

for Manly asked an idiotic question about how published and the Clerk shall forthwith
people can get to the northern beaches. At the time take such action as is necessary to give
the Minister for Transport was answering important effect to the order of the House; and
guestions about public transport in western Sydney.

(c) the documents shall be laid upon the table
The honourable member for Manly and others of the House at its next sitting.

should hop on a government-sponsored bus to the
northern beaches. Obviously, the honourable (2) That a message be sent to the Legislative Council
member and his constituents take for granted acquainting it of this resolution and requesting the Council
ass a similar resolution.
services that have been provided since time P
|mmemor|al. Unfortunately, such services simply d'o STATUTE LAW (MISCELLANEOUS
Bg;u?;;isotnvl\szts of Ryde, where most of Sydney's PROVISIONS) BILL
Second Readin

People living west of Ryde do not take public J
bus services for granted as they do not exist. At this
stage the Government is not investing in a massive

public bus program. However, it is working with Dr MACDONALD (Manly) [10.05 p.m.]: |
private networks not only to improve the existinggnai comment briefly on _the Statute  Law

public train service but also to ensure that goodgjiscellaneous Provisions) Bill, which contains a

reliable, safe and regular services are provided f ackage of minor amendments to about 20 Acts.
the people of western Sydney, who do not take SuCfihe message from the Government is that we should
services for granted. People living in westeMyst that the amendments are non-controversial. |
Sydney simply want existing services 10 Dbeghg|| refer to only one or two amendments and an
improved. There is a distinct lack of pork-barrellinggmendment that | believe should be included to

Debate resumed from an earlier hour.

in this budget. correct a drafting error in the Native Vegetation
Conservation Act. This bill contains about 40

Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Rixon. extremely complex amendments to the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. Before
BILLS RETURNED the bill passes through the upper House | seek an

assurance from the Minister for Mineral Resources,

The following bill was returned from the and Minister for Fisheries or the Premier, who has
Legislative Council without amendment: carriage of this legislation, that the various advocacy
groups currently examining the Environmental

Pplice Legislation Amendment (Protective Security GrOUp)Planning and Assessment Act, and the other groups
Bl consulted about this bill, have given it a tick as
many of the amendments relate to integrated

The following bills were returned from the -
development assessment provisions.

Legislative Council with amendments:

Energy Services Corporations Amendment (TransGrid | draw the attention of honour_able members_ to
Corporatisation) Bill the amendment to the Native Vegetation
Mines Inspection Amendment Bill Conservation Act. Currently, the Act applies to land

Traffic Amendment (Penalties and Disqualifications) Bill. acquired under section 15 of the Forestry Act 1916

for the purposes of a State forest if the land was
also acquired for the purpose of a timber plantation.
The explanatory note on page 19 states that the
amendment will remove an anomaly and make it
clear that all land that is State forest, or that is
(1) That the terms of reference for the Joint Standingacq'Jlrecl for the purpos_es of a State forest, is
Committee upon Small Business be amended by insertingXcluded from the operation of an Act. | understand
the following: that the Opposition will address concerns about this

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE UPON
SMALL BUSINESS

Motion, by leave, by Mr Martin agreed to:
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amendment by seeking to amend the legislation inf the public to bring civil action to enforce the
the upper House. provisions of the Native Vegetation Conservation
Act. Second, the inclusion of a reference to section
Basically, this legislation provides that land64 of the Native Vegetation Conservation Act, the
with important vegetation which is acquired mistaken reference, has the absurd result that
ultimately for the purposes of a plantation can beéroceedings for criminal offences under the Native
cleared without any reference to requirements undafegetation Conservation Act are included in the
the Native Vegetation Conservation Act. That is &iVil jurisdiction of the court, presumably with civil
ridiculous exemption and, therefore, in Committee fules of court procedure applying. What a nonsense!

will move an amendment to the Native Vegetation ) ]
Conservation Act. | am concerned that the Act A drafting error was made and the opportunity

contains a drafting error, which was pointed out by Peen provided to correct it. Parliamentary
the Environmental Defender's Office. which CouIdCounseI has confirmed that the section reference is

potentially confuse proceedings. My office staff havéﬂere_Iy a drafting error. He has ai\dvis.ed thaj[ i
nothing is done to rectify the error in this session,

consulted the Minister for Land and Waterhe will rectify it in the next statute law revision bill
Conservation and other Ministers about this matter. | . . .
. . . . as an amending schedule to the bill. It will be most
believe there is tacit acceptance that the Act contains . ) . )
. . nfortunate if, in the event that this drafting error is
a drafting error, but the Government is not prepare g o
not corrected, the public is prevented from bringing
to accept my proposed amendment becaus§

v, the Native Vegetation C tion A h action to enforce the Native Vegetation
apparently, the Native vegetation Lonservation ACk,nseryation Act before November simply because
is so sensitive that it cannot be amended.

of that drafting error. In essence the bill attracts no
. fundamental objections other than on the complexity
I_Darllament_ary Counsel agrees_ that the ACBf the amendments to the Environmental Planning
contains a drafting error. If the error is not corrected,,y Assessment Act. The upper House will deal
by this bill, it will not be corrected until legislation \yith the problem of the Native Vegetation
is introduced later in the year. In the meantimecgonservation Act. | seek the support of this House

prospective liigants will be even more confusediy the Committee stage to support an amendment
The drafting error appeared in part 5.2 of schedule g5t merely corrects a drafting error.

to the Native Vegetation Conservation Act, which
amended the Land and Environment Court Act 1979. Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for
Clause 2 of part 5.2 inserted a new section 20(1)(déJylineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries)
into the Land and Environment Court Act as[10.12 p.m.], in reply: This legislation has generated
follows: much interest and complaints have been made about
the proposed amendments to the Subordinate
(de)  proceedings under section 45 or 64 of tRative | egislation Act. First and foremost are the minor
Vegetation Conservation Act 1997 and petty statements about the failure to honour the
undertaking to consult where practicable with the

Section 20(1) of the Land and Environment Courj%egulation Review Committee before amendments

A(r:ts Jit.ézeofsﬁ]cé'ignggﬁg Esnetior?rztentthgoClr?sfhatare made to the Subordinate Legislation Act. It is
junsdiction _Environ urt, acknowledged that the committee received prior
is, the civil enforcement jurisdiction. One would

. notification except in relation to the Dangerous

expect therefore that the provisions referred to N 00ds Regulation and regulations to be repealed by

section 20(1)(de) to relate to civil action under thethe Marine Safety Bill. They were late proposals
Native Vegetation Conservation Act. However,brought about by certain circumstances

section 64 of the Native Vegetation Conservation
Act deals with proceedings for offences, and this Every effort was made to effect a remaking of
falls under the class 5 jurisdiction of the court.i,e Dangerous Goods Regulation before the due
Clause 2 of schedule 5 should have referred tQate  However, additional consultation time is
section 63, rather than section 64, of the Nativ@eqyired to ensure that industry and the public have
Vegetation Conservation Act, which deals with theypnropriate input to the replacement regulation. The
restraint of breaches under that Act. Marine Safety Regulations are scheduled to be
repealed pursuant to the Marine Safety Bill. The
The section reference was simply a draftingextension of these regulations is purely a
error. Two consequences flow from this error. Thq)recautionary measure in case the enactment and
first is that the failure to include a reference tOcommencement of the bill are de|ayed_ The Statute
section 63 of the Native Vegetation Conservation aw (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill will enable the

Act in section 20(1)(de) of the Land andcontinuation of outdated regulations that should have
Environment Court Act casts doubt over the abilityheen reviewed before this time.



STATUTE LAW (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) BILL 24 June 1998 ASSEMBLY 6%%BD7

In each case a comprehensive legislative I_Dage 19, schedule 1.13, lines 13-33. Omit all words on those
review is almost complete. The Marine Safety Bill "
has been introduced and the proposed amendment
preserve the regulations that the bill repeals is
precautionary measure only. The Clean Water
Regulations are dealt with under the new Protectio :
of the Environment Operations Act 1997 to whicheXCIUded from the operation of the Act. Several

Parliament has agreed to preserve the regulatiomemb(.arS of the upper House have raised concerns
Again, the proposed amendment is a precautionarr garding the proposed amendment. To make it clear
measure in case the Protection of the Environmenfat on all occasions the Government's intentions are

Operations Act is not commenced before 1honourable, it seeks to withdraw the amendment

September. A new regulation to replace thérom the bill.

Dangerous Goods Regulation is in the final stages of _
preparation. Additional time is needed for Dr MACDONALD  (Manly) [10.22 p.m.]: The

consultation before the revised regulation can b&OVernment has apparently now agreed to remove a
promulgated. particular section which | addressed in my

contribution to the second reading debate, that is, the

Lastly, without extension of regulations underamendment tlo the Native Vegetation Conservqtiqn
the Traffic Act a regulatory vacuum will remain. Act under which a Stgte forest wquld be exempt if it
Remaking current regulations was not an acceptabl@S Proposed that it would ultimately become a
option when the review of these regulations°|a”tat'°”- It. was a dang_erous amgndment_ and could
progressed in the context of national road transpoit@ve permitted extensive clearing of important
reform. The business of this House is to propos¥egetation. | am, therefore, pleased to support the
minor adjustments to legislation on which both sidegmendment moved by the Minister. In view of the
agree. The request by the honourable member féfct that the Government has dealt with this
Manly that advocacy groups be consulted under thamendment by removing it from the miscellaneous
provisions of the Environmental Planning andProvisions, | am surprised that it declined to support
Assessment Act is before the upper Houselhe minor amendment that | proposed and that | will
Therefore, the Government agrees to draw thatPeak to shortly.
matter to the attention of the Minister for Urban
Affairs and Planning. The object of the Statute Law ~ Amendment agreed to.
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill is to tidy up minor
adjustments, with the goodwill of both sides of the Schedule as amended agreed to.
House. | assure this House that the amendments are
proposed with the good intention of both sides. ISchedule 2
commend the bill to the House.

iﬁe amendment seeks to withdraw the proposed
mendment to section 9 of the Native Vegetation
%onservation Act. The section deals with land

Dr MACDONALD [10.23 p.m.]: | move the
Motion agreed to. amendment circulated in my name:

Bill read a second time. Page 39, schedule 2. Insert after line 21:

2.21 Land and Environment Court Act 1979 No 204
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Section 20 Class 4—environmental planning and
Extension of Sitting protection and development contract  civil
enforcement

Motion Mr Martin agr to:
otion by a agreed to Omit "64" from section 20(1)(de). Insert instead "63"

That the sitting be extended beyond 10.30 p.m. ] . . o
| dealt with this matter in my contribution to the

STATUTE LAW (MISCELLANEOUS second reading debate. By mistake "64" was inserted
PROVISIONS) BILL instead of "63". That would have caused confusion
and civil action amongst litigants. | merely ask that
In Committee it be corrected now. It is not a sensitive or
controversial issue. | seek the support of the
Schedule 1 Committee.
Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for

Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries)Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries)
[10.20 p.m.]: | move: [10.24 p.m.]: | note the honourable member's
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comments in relation to the Environmental Planningrhe Government has tried to do the right thing and
and Assessment Act. The honourable member hagy attempt to delay this legislation will really be to
requested that the advocacy groups be consultede detriment of the good management of this State.
before the bill goes before the upper House. | assure

honourable members of this House and the other = Dr MACDONALD [10.27 p.m.]: | have to
House that the Government will agree to bring thisay that the Minister is talking a lot of nonsense. We
matter to the attention of the Minister for Planning.have taken advice from the Parliamentary Counsel,
That will be done in an appropriate way that reflectsvho agrees that the mistake resulted from a drafting
the Government's intention, that is, good laws foerror. If nothing is done to rectify the error tonight

this State. As | said earlier, the Government'®r in the upper House, the Parliamentary Counsel
intentions are honourable. will rectify it in the statute law revision legislation
that is due in November. This is not about
| ask honourable members to support th@mbushing or whi'ge—'anting the Natiye Vegetat.ion
passage of the legislation. The Government does n&tonservation Act; it is about correcting a drafting
agree with the wording of the amendment, buf™or: | do not. know what.ac.iwce thg Minister is
agrees to draw it to the attention of the Minister ford®tting from his staff, but it is certainly a lot of
Planning. | would point out that the provisions ofONSeNse.
the Land and Environment Court Act and the Native .
Vegetation Conservation Act provide for appeals tc% Question—That the amendment be agreed
the Land and Environment Court by third parties.o_pm'
The Native Vegetation Conservation Act has been S .
the subject of some controversy during the past sié ”e[()j'ws'on called for. Standing Order 191
months. The Government wants to ensure that an)Pp ’
amendments to the Act are reviewed

: Ayes, 2
comprehensively and not rushed through at late 4
notice. Dr Macdonald
Ms Moore

The Native Vegetation Conservation Act
provides for better management of native vegetation,  Question so resolved in the negative.
and for a whole range of reasons, including soil
conservation, salinity, habitat management, clean  Amendment negatived.
water and the need for continuing agricultural land
management. This important legislation should not Schedule agreed to.
be compromised and that is why the Government is
opposed to the amendment. In all fairness, we are Bill reported from Committee with an
trying to resolve what was State environmentahmendment and report adopted.
planning policy 46 and is now the Native Vegetation
Conservation Act. It is important that we get it right. House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.



