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Mr Speaker (The Hon. John Henry passes families in this city are further

Murray) took the chair at 2.15 p.m. inconvenienced by this crisis. After six weeks
Sydneysiders still cannot get safe drinking water
Mr Speaker offered the Prayer. from their taps. Now the Premier has let it slip that

this situation may continue for six months.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the
Opposition is entitled to reply to the motion moved
by the Leader of the House. It is a serious motion
and one that is rarely moved in this House. The
Leader of the Opposition should respond to the
. . motion in the manner in which it was presented. |
(1) That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow: L
urge Government members to remain silent.
(a) the routine of business to be interrupted at this sitting
to permit members of the Legislative Council to Mr COLLINS: | have said already that the
attend in the Legislative Assembly Chamber to hearOpposition does not oppose the motion; it looks
an address, at 3.30 p.m., from Her Excellency Mary]c d t h . f = ident N’l Al
McAleese, President of Ireland; and orwar 0 earng rom . resiaen CAleese.
However, Her Excellency is just one of hundreds of
(b) private members’ statements to be taken at 7.30 p.mthousands of international visitors who have
witnessed this great city being brought to its knees
%y a laughing, arrogant Government that sneers at
the discomfort and inconvenience of the people of
MADAM PRESIDENT Sydney, who are being forced to buy bottled
drinking water. The Government has no idea what to
The Legislative Assembly invites the members and officergyq- jt is attempting to delay today's proceedings to
of the Legislative Council to be present in the Legislative d, it b t The G t d t
Assembly Chamber at 3.25 p.m. this day to hear, at 3.361I € IIS embarrassment. € Over_n_men 0es no
p.m., an address by Her Excellency Mary McAleese KNOW what to do, but the Opposition does. Its
President of Ireland. proposed Safe Water Drinking Bill—

Order of Business

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
[2.17 p.m.], by leave: | move:

(2) That the following message be sent to the Legislativ:
Council:

Legislative Assembly GHN MURRAY

8 September 1998 Speaker Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the

Opposition is moving outside the ambit of the

Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the Mmotion.
Opposition) [2.18 p.m.]: The Opposition does not
oppose the motion. Like other members of this ~ Mr COLLINS: Above all, the people of
Parliament, the members of the Opposition loolSydney and the people of New South Wales want
forward to hearing from President McA|ee5e_thiS Parliament to debate fU”y what has happened to
However, they are embarrassed that she has beeHr water supply, and why it is not providing safe
forced to boil her drinking water during her stay indrinking water for the three million people of
Sydney, the home of the 2000 Olympic Games. Sydney. The people of this State have been wanting
answers to those questions for the past six weeks,
[Interruption] but the Government does not have any answers.
Debate on this matter should kick off this session.
Members on the Government side of theSydneysiders are angry because they are boiling
House laugh about the situation. The mediaheir water; they are boiling about what this
throughout the world, including the lIrish press,Government has done to them. In all fairness to the
know about the problems with Sydney's drinkingpeople of this State, Parliament should be given the
water, yet Government members laugh about itgpportunity to debate this matter, and members

They are laughing because the people of Sydneshould be able to probe this issue in question time,
must boil their drinking water. With every day that as early as possible this afternoon.
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The Government is deliberately playing with ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF SWANSEA
the parliamentary program, trying to hide its
embarrassment, trying to push this back as late in Resignation of Jill Griffiths Hall
the day as it can. | am surprised that the Premier did
not attempt to start this session next Friday Mr SPEAKER: | report the receipt of a letter
afternoon at about 5 o'clock. The Government anérom Jill Griffiths Hall resigning her seat as member
the Premier have humiliated and embarrassed ther the electoral district of Swansea.
people of Sydney. They have put our reputation in
danger. Through their negligence they have OPPOSITION WHIP
destroyed the image of the city. The matter should
be debated and probed, beginning this very hour Mr COLLINS: | inform the House of the
with question time. This diversionary tactic of theelection of Russell Harold Lester Smith as

Leader of the House is typical of the arroganceQpposition Whip as from 19 August 1998.
conceit and indifference of the Carr Government to

the people of the State. Mr SPEAKER: | put on the public record that
the honourable member for Cronulla discharged his

Motion agreed to. responsibilities as Opposition Whip in this House
courteously and diligently. On behalf of all members

ASSENT TO BILLS | wish him all the very best in his new position as

) ) ) secretary to the shadow cabinet.
Assent to the following bills of the previous

session reported: AUDIT OFFICE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
Road Improvement (Special Funding) Amendment Bill Reports
Superannuation Legislation Amendment Bill P
Drug Misuse and Trafficking Amendment (Ongoing Dealing) .
Bill The Clerk announced, pursuant to the Public
Appropriation Bill Finance and Audit Act 1983, receipt of the
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill following performance audit reports:
Appropriation (Special Offices) Bill
Appropriation (1997-98 Budget Variations) Bill Office of State Revenue—The Levying and Collection of Land
Electricity Supply Amendment (Transmission Operator's Levy) Tax
Bi_” ] Management of Sickness Absence New South Wales Public
Premium Property Tax Bill _ Sector—Volume 1: Executive Briefing
Public Finance and Audit Amendment Bill Management of Sickness Absence New South Wales Public
State Revenue Legislation Further Amendment Bill Sector—Volume 2: The Survey—Detailed Findings
Environmental Trust Bill
Legal Profession Amendment (Costs Assessment) Bill COMMITTEE ON THE HEALTH CARE

Parliamentary Remuneration Amendment Bill

Workers Compensation Legislation Amendment Bill

Workplace Injury Management and Workers Compensation
Bill Discussion Paper

Companion Animals Bill

COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

The Clerk announced receipt of the discussion

SENATE VACANCY paper entitled "Unregistered Health Practitioners:

_ _ _ The Adequacy and Appropriateness of Current

Resignation of Senator Belinda Jane Neal Mechanisms for Resolving Complaints”, dated July
1998.

Mr SPEAKER: 1 report the receipt of a

message from the Lieutenant Governor transmitting coMMITTEE ON THE OFFICE OF THE

a copy of a dispatch from the President of the OMBUDSMAN AND THE POLICE
Senate of the Commonwealth of 4 September 1988 INTEGRITY COMMISSION

notifying that a vacancy had happened in the
representation of the State of New South Wales in
the Senate through the resignation of Belinda Jane
Neal on 3 September 1998.

Reports

The Clerk announced receipt of the following

reports:
ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF BURRINJUCK P
. . Second General Meeting with the Inspector of the Police
Resignation of Albert John Schultz Integrity Commission, dated August 1998
Third General Meeting with the Commissioner of the Police
Mr SPEAKER: | report the receipt of a letter Integrity Commission, dated August 1998

from Albert John Schultz resigning his seat as Seventh General Meeting with the New South Wales
member for the electoral district of Burrinjuck. Ombudsman, dated August 1998
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Report on Matters Arising from the 7th General Meeting with

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Surgical Visiting Medical Officer Dr James

the Ombudsman, the 3rd General Meeting with the

Commissioner of the Police Integrity Commission, the 2nd
General Meeting with the PIC Inspector, and Talks with

the Heads of Agencies.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON SMALL
BUSINESS

Discussion Papers

The Clerk announced receipt of the following
discussion papers:

Security of Payment in the New South Wales Building
Industry, dated August 1998

Security of Payment—Deemed Trusts: The Full Debate, dated

August 1998

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST
CORRUPTION

Report

Mr Speaker, pursuant to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption Act 1988,

announced receipt of a report entitled "Investigation
into the Conduct of a Senior Inspector with the
dated

Department  of
September 1998.

Gaming and Racing",

POLICE INTEGRITY COMMISSION
Report

Mr Speaker, pursuant to the Police Integrity

Commission Act 1996, announced receipt of the

report of the Inspector of the Police Integrity
Commission for the year ended 30 June 1998.

PETITIONS

Governor of New South Wales

Petition praying that the appointment of Dr
Alan James as surgical visiting medical officer at the
Mullumbimby and District War Memorial Hospital
be continued indefinitely, received fromir D. L.
Page

Ryde Hospital

Petition praying that Ryde Hospital and its
services be retained, received fravir Tink .

Land Tax

Petitions praying that land tax on the family
home be abolished, received fromr Blackmore,
Mr Brogden, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Collins,
Mr Debnam, Mr Ellis, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan,

Mr Hartcher, Mr Hazzard, Dr Kernohan,
Mr Kerr, Mr MacCarthy, Mr Merton,
Mr O'Farrell, Mr Phillips, Mr Richardson,

Mr Rozzoli, Ms Seaton, Mrs Skinner, Mrs Stone
andMr Tink .

Land Tax

Petition praying that land tax on the family
home be abolished, and that the investment tax

threshold be increased from $160,000 to $320,000,

received fromMrs Skinner.

Riverwood Police Station
Petition praying that Riverwood police station
not be closed or downgraded, received from
Ms Ficarra.

Sale of Knives and Extended Police Powers

Petition praying that the sale of knives for
unlawful purposes be prohibited and that police be

Petitions praying that the office of Governor of9iven additional powers to search for illegal
New South Wales not be downgraded, received frofy€apons, to question people in public places, and to

Mr Blackmore, Mr Brogden, Mrs Chikarovski,
Mr Collins, Mr Cruickshank, Mr Debnam, Mr
Ellis, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr Hartcher, Mr
Hazzard, Dr Kernohan, Mr Kerr, Mr Kinross,
Mr MacCarthy, Mr Merton, Mr O'Doherty, Mr
O'Farrell, Mr Phillips, Mr Photios, Mr
Richardson, Mr Rozzoli, Mr Schipp, Ms Seaton,
Mrs Skinner, Mr Smith , Mrs Stone andMr Tink .

Eden Community Health Centre

disperse persons loitering or assembled in a public
place, received fronMs Ficarra andMr Glachan.

Kings Cross and Woolloomooloo Palicing

Petition praying for increased police strength at

Kings Cross local area command and police foot
patrols
Ms Moore.

in  Woolloomooloo, received from

Surry Hills Policing

Petition expressing concern about delay in

rebuilding the Eden Community Health Centre,

received fromMr Cochran.

Petition praying for increased police presence

in the Surry Hills area, received frods Moore.



PETITIONS 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 70B097

East Sydney and Darlinghurst Policing CHILD PROTECTION (PROHIBITED
EMPLOYMENT) BILL
Petition praying for increased police presence

in East Sydney and Darlinghurst, received from Withdrawal
Ms Moore.
Order of the day for the second reading
Water Catchment Protection discharged.
Petition praying for protection of the Bill ordered to be withdrawn.
catchments of the Mataganah River and Myrtle and
Jones creeks, received frautr Cochran. JOINT ESTIMATES COMMITTEES
Northside Storage Tunnel Withdrawal of Consideration of Message
Petition praying that plans to construct a Order of the day for consideration of

storage tunnel from Lane Cove to North Head bé.egislative Council message of 2 June discharged.
abandoned, and that the allocated funds be used to
find a long-term sustainable solution to sewage QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
disposal, received frordr Macdonald.
Kincumber Jetty
SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION

Petitions praying for approval for a jetty at

Nautical Village, Empire Bay Drive, Kincumber, Mr COLLINS: My question is to the Premier.
received fromMr McBride . Did the Chairman of the Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal, Tom Parry, in this year's mid-

Public Housing Tenants term review of Sydney Water warn that capital

spending cuts by Sydney Water may lead to poorer
Petition praying for assistance for publicservice quality. Now that service quality has
housing tenants, received frolis Moore. deteriorated to the point where Sydney residents will
not be able to drink the water for up to six months,
Northside Storage Tunnel Ventilation Exhaust will the Premier stop his $278 million dividend raid
and plough the money into fixing our crippled water
Petitions praying that a permanent ventilatiorsystem?
exhaust not be located in Tunks Park valley or the
car park adjoining Long Bay, received from Mr CARR: | am happy to speak at length
Mr Collins, Mr Debnam, Mr O'Doherty and about the dividend flow from Sydney Water to State
Mr Phillips . budgets and to talk about the 1998-99 projected
dividend from Sydney Water, which came directly
Manly Wharf Bus Services as a result of the review of the cash holdings of
Sydney Water by Coopers and Lybrand which was
Petition praying that plans to move buscommissioned by the board under former
services from Manly wharf to Gilbert Park bechairman—and the coalition appointed him—John
abandoned, received frobr Macdonald. McMurtrie.

Coffs Harbour Jetty Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the Leader of
the National Party on three calls to order.
Petition praying for construction of a safety

ramp on Coffs Harbour jetty, received from Mr CARR: | am advised that Coopers and
Mr Fraser. Lybrand assessed that Sydney Water had the
capacity to pay a dividend in the range of $200

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE million to $300 million as at 30 June 1998. The
Coopers and Lybrand analysis is a comprehensive

Placing or Disposal of Business and proper business analysis of the capacity of

Sydney Water to make dividend payments to the

Business taking the place of matters of Government. | am advised that in 1997-98 taxpayers
public importance Notice of Motion No. 1 received a 1.8 per cent return on the money that
postponed on motion by Mr Hartcher. they as taxpayers invested in Sydney Water over the
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years. That is forecast to fall to 0.8 per cent in Mr CARR: The Government has accepted the
1998-99. That compares with the latest availablé€Commendations. In the meantime New South
figures of a 25 per cent dividend paid by Melbourne/Vales Health and Sydney Water are working around
Water, 13 per cent by City West Water Ltd inthe clock with some of the world's best water

Victoria, 2.6 per cent paid by the West Australianfiltration experts and microbiologists. It should be

Corporation and 2 per cent by the South Australia§MPhasised that the only reason the current levels of
Water Corporation contamination were found was tough new testing

introduced in 1996. Prior to 1996 there was no
regular testing for either of the contaminants. It is
worth asking this question: is the occurrence of
cryptosporidium and giardia a latter-day
) , development, as the Leader of the Opposition
Mr CARR: The Aud|tor-GeneraI, who is no maintains, or has it occurred before? Is it true, as the
lackey of the Government, said, when asked aboyly,ger of the Opposition said on 3 August, only one
this matter on 31 July after the first alert, that they,onth ago, that "cryptosporidium was to the best of
Government's approach was completely Iegitimat@ny knowledge not around then"? He told tBgdney
He said he thought Sydney Water was providing th§jorning Herald that "it has been acknowledged by

Government with a return of "around 2 per cent onexperts that these parasites have only been around
its assets when you would think that we should bgor the last few years".

getting something like three times that per annum".
[Interruptior]
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
member for Pittwater on two calls to order. There will be no undermining of Peter from
this side of the House!
Mr CARR: That is the Auditor-General's view
on the appropriateness of the dividend flow to the Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
Government. member for Ermington on two calls to order. The
Leader of the Opposition will remain silent.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Gosford to order.

SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION
Mr CARR: One advantage of being in

Mr LYNCH: My question is to the Premier, government is that one has access to files. | can
Minister for the Arts, and Minister for Ethnic reveal what those files contain. | can inform the
Affairs. Will he update the House on the House that both substances were |n fact aroun(_i in
contamination of Sydney's water supply by giardid® days the Leader of the Opposition was talking
and cryptosporidium? about_, put the previous (_Sovernment in which he was

a Minister took a different approach to the

Mr CARR: As soon as the GovernmentPUblication of information that became available.

identified the problem with Sydney water we told

: |
the public about it. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable

member for Ku-ring-gai on three calls to order.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable

Mr CARR: | can reveal to the House and to
member for Wakehurst on two calls to order.

the public that the then Government detected high
) . , . levels of cryptosporidium in Sydney's water supply
Mr CARR: In all its dealings with the public in 1992, 1993 and 1994. A report by Dr Primrose
the Government has been honest and accountable. tton on environmental pathogens in October 1992
revealed that cryptosporidium was present in all
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable water storages examined, sometimes at levels well
member for Ku-ring-gai to order. above those associated with disease. The readings
included—and | would like to share them with the
Mr CARR: The House will have an House—Warragamba Dam, 600 parts
opportunity to compare and contrast how respectiveryptosporidium per 100 litres, and Upper Avon,
governments have dealt with these problems. Thel0 parts per 100 litres. Those readings are higher
Government immediately set up the McClellanthan some of those recorded in the current
inquiry, which has swiftly produced two reports. contamination, but the public was not informed. The
story gets worse, much worse. In December 1993—
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable note the date well—the situation seriously worsened

member for Northcott on three calls to order. but still the public was not told.
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| can reveal that in December 1993, eight Mr CARR: Today | announce the
months after the Milwaukee epidemic, the formeiGovernment's intention to make the law of self-
Government was informed of what were describediefence in the home clear and simple. As Premier |
as dangerously high readings of cryptosporidium awvant it known that the law is there to protect the
the Orchard Hills water system. Samples of 58,66@hnocent and punish the guilty. Until now the law of
cryptosporidium per 100 litres were recorded. Thaself-defence has been part of the common law. It is
is almost five times higher than the highest levelsiot written down anywhere but rests in precedents
most recently recorded. The public was not told. Irhidden within dusty law books; it is judge-made law.
June 1994 6,700 cryptosporidium per 100 litres wer€urrently, anyone seeking assurance about his or her
detected at the North Richmond water system. Theghts would have to trawl through hundreds of case
public was not told; there was no boil-water alert. Itranscripts and try to understand what individual
cannot tell the House whether there was associatgadges may decide. That is not good enough.
illness arising from those levels of contamination,
because | am advised by New South Wales Health  The Government will introduce amendments to
that cryptosporidium-related illness was not requiredhe bill, with the support of the Hon. J. S. Tingle,
to be reported until 1996. That was then and this isvho has been negotiating with the Attorney General,
now. The Government now has a different approachhat will result in a simple test of self-defence being
first, it swiftly notifies the public; second, it does applied in these cases. If the test is satisfied, there
not suppress its findings. can be no finding of criminality on the part of a
victim of home invasion. Put simply, a victim of
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable home invasion who reasonably believes he is in
member for Ermington to order for the third time.  danger can defend himself. The bill guarantees that.
The law will support parents and families who
Mr CARR: Third, the Government seeks defend themselves and their loved ones. People must
solutions to the problems that have been uncoveredhave every right to protect themselves in their own
homes. Let me be very clear on this point: the
HOME INVASION Government is not giving people the right to act as
vigilantes. The Government's amendments locate the
Mr McMANUS: My question without notice law of self-defence firmly in the home and define
is to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and Ministerthe actions clearly.
for Ethnic Affairs. What is the Government's
response to community concerns about people  The amendments shall, first, set up a simple
having the right to defend themselves against homtest that no finding at law will be possible against a
invaders? person who reasonably believes in the circumstances
that he or his family is in danger, provided the level
Mr CARR: There is growing concern and of force used is not excessive; second, for the first
confusion about home invasion and the rights ofime the law will be contained in statute so that
people to defend themselves. The Hon. J. S. Tinglegislation will clarify the existing precedents; third,
has introduced the Home Invasion (Occupantthe bill prevents a person who is protecting himself,
Protection) Bill in another place. Today | announcehis family or his home from a home invader from
the Government's position— being sued if the perpetrator is injured. Finally, the
bill will confirm the right of an individual to defend
Mr Hartcher: What about the Home-Owners himself in his own home. The Government's actions
Defence Bill that was introduced two years ago?vill make people's rights simple to understand. This
Two years ago | introduced that bill and you didis law not made by judges but made by the
nothing about it! For two years it has been on theommunity for the community. This is another stage
business paper. of the Government's push to give more power to the
victims of crime and to make the legal system a
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Serjeant-at- justice system.
Arms to remove the honourable member for
Gosford. | warn other members who seem to b&YDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION
seeking to win Academy Awards that they risk
being removed from the Chamber for a week. Mr ARMSTRONG: My question is to the
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning. Did the
[The honourable member for Gosford left theMinister tell Parliament in October 1996, "Frankly,
Chamber, accompanied by the Serjeant-at-Afms. attempts to beat up the likelihood of a
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cryptosporidium outbreak are little more thanby the Hon. Ann Symonds this question by way of
scaremongery"? Given that the 1996 Annualinterjection, which is recorded irHansard of 23
Environment Report of Sydney Water citedSeptember 1992:
cryptosporidium as an emerging issue, why has the
Minister turned a blind eye to this problem for two  Will the treatment eradicate cryptosporidium from the water?
years?
The Hon. Robert Webster stated:

Mr KNOWLES: It is fairly obvious why the
honourable member for Gosford got himself The director said yes. That is the advantage of having the head
marched out of here. He can smell a dying Leader °f ¢ Water Boardin the gallery.
of the Opposition and does not want to be any part

of this whatsoever. The honourable member foEoéZ?f c\)/r\llz(:)stgradt?rlijrfsugn g;l?;ta_rrl]e?]ltgrtoir:hﬁirHoig.
Gosford is organising the power dressers of th gap y Inquiry

Parliament, the people who are trying to steal 2993 about the treatment of cryptosporidium and

2 . . giardia, he said:
march on the Leader of the Opposition, while he i)
in here labouring under a lot of problems that he | can state that the plants have been specifically designed to
created as far back as 1991. As rggently as a feW meet current and historical water quality criteria, with some
weeks ago the Leader of the Opposition said that he flexibility in design to anticipate future quality needs. The

did not know anything about cryptosporidium and current design will remove 99.9 per cent of cryptosporidium
giardia. He said: and giardia, as proven by overseas studies.

It has been acknowledged by experts that these parasites ha_Ugursuant to resolution, questions without notice
only been around for the last few years. Our ability to deteclntel’l’upted]

them is relatively new.
JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN ADDRESS BY
He further said, when he signed off as the HER EXCELLENCY MARY McALEESE,
shareholder of Sydney Water when it was THE PRESIDENT OF IRELAND
corporatised:
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | report receipt of the

Crypt?fpo”di”m' to the best of my knowledge, was notfg|lowing message from the Legislative Council:

around.

This comes down to questions of the leadership of Mr SPEAKER

the Leader of the Opposition and his dishonesty The Legislative Council having had under consideration the

when in government. The Premier has already Legislative Assembly's Message dated 8 September 1998,

outlined the fact that the Leader of the Opposition '69&ding a joint meeting to hear an address by Her
. . Excellency, Mary McAleese, President of Ireland, desires to

and his lot covered up at least three CryptOSpondlum inform the Legislative Assembly that it accepts the invitation

outbreaks of levels of 58,000 oocysts at Orchard of the Legislative Assembly to attend the Legislative

Hills, and he has no explanation other than the fact Assembly Chamber at 3.25 p.m. today to hear, at 3.30 p.m.,

that he decided to deceive the public. an address from Her Excellency.
. . . Legislative Council VRGINIA CHADWICK
Mr Photios: On a point of order. The question g geptember 1998 President

clearly related to the Minister's allegation that any
canvassing of this disease was scaremongering. TI\r Speaker left the chair at 3.03 p.m. The House
question did not ask what Opposition members saigesumed at 5.11 p.in.
about the issue, but what the Minister said.
ELECTORATE PROFILES

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Ermington has made his position very clear. Mr SPEAKER: | wish to the inform members
However, no point of order is involved. about a new digital collection of electorate profiles.

The library has created an electorate profile for each

Mr KNOWLES: As | have said in the past of the 93 New South Wales electorates. Each profile
few weeks, when the McClellan report finely siftsincludes a digitised map of the electorate, a
the issues we will be taken back to the early dayboundary description prepared by the electoral
when establishing water quality and water treatmerdistricts commissioners, a copy of Antony Green's
plants were first thought of. | will give the House aelectoral analysis of voting patterns for the
preview to demonstrate why Ministers such as Eklectorate, and a selection of census data taken from
made those claims. For example, another Ministehe 1996 census. That data has been realigned for
for Planning, the Hon. Robert Webster, was askethe New South Wales Parliamentary Library to the
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new electorate boundaries by the Australian Bureaon the first day back after a lengthy break, the
of Statistics and includes tables on age, religionGovernment wants to stop question time.

ethnicity, household income and employment status.

This information is available as part of the library's[Interruption]

digital collection, which also includes newspaper

clippings, and is available on the library's intranet

page 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Order of Business

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
[5.22 p.m.]: | move:

| have been invited to have a drink of water. |

would not dare to drink this water, and anybody
who does so is an idiot. When the people of Sydney
go home tonight they will turn on their electric jugs

for one full minute because they cannot drink a
glass of water under this Government.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Members on my right
will cease provoking the honourable member for
Gosford.

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the

consideration forthwith of the notice of motion given this day

Mr HARTCHER: On 27 March 1999 the

for tomorrow by the Leader of the Opposition of no people of New South Wales will decide whether

confidence in the Government.

they want a government that is so incompetent it
cannot provide clean drinking water or a government

The Government acknowledges the importance ahat for seven years supplied clean drinking water to
this motion. The first two questions have related tahe people of Sydney. That is the choice they will
this subject. Standing orders provide that allnake. The Government has done nothing about it,

honourable members may speak on this motiorand is now afraid to face question time.

That will allow ample time for honourable members
to put their views.

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [5.13 p.m.]: The
Government is afraid of question time; that is what
this motion is all about. The Leader of the House
gave a specious answer about the Auditor-General
and the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning
gave his specious answer, but at the end of the day
one still cannot drink a glass of water in Sydney.
The Premier can say what he likes about
cryptosporidium readings in 1993 and 1994, but he
cannot deny the fact that under the coalition
Government the people of Sydney drank their water,
and they will drink it when the coalition is returned
to government in 1999. The Minister for Energy has
given up already.

This is an attempt to shield an incompetent
Minister who should have resigned three weeks ago.
David Hill and Chris Pollett had the decency to do
so, but the Minister does not. He does not have the
guts to face the people of Sydney. He will not even
attend a press conference. The Minister for Health
has to face the press conferences because the
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning does not
have the confidence or the courage to tell the people
of Sydney that he messed up and that as long as he
is Minister they will not be able to drink the water
without boiling it. After three years under a Labor
Government one cannot drink a glass of water. Now,

Question—That the motion be agreed
to—put.
The House divided.
Ayes, 47
Ms Allan Mr Markham
Mr Amery Mr Martin
Mr Anderson Ms Meagher
Ms Andrews Mr Mills
Mr Aguilina Mr Moss
Mrs Beamer Mr Nagle
Mr Carr Mr Neilly
Mr Clough Ms Nori
Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page
Mr Debus Mr Price
Mr Face Dr Refshauge
Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan
Mr Gibson Mr Scully
Mrs Grusovin Mr Shedden
Mr Harrison Mr Stewart
Ms Harrison Mr Sullivan
Mr Hunter Mr Tripodi
Mr Knight Mr Watkins
Mr Knowles Mr Whelan
Mr Langton Mr Woods
Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon
Mr Lynch Tellers
Mr McBride Mr Beckroge
Mr McManus Mr Thompson
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Noes, 45 that was that a full two days earlier traces of
cryptosporidium and giardia had been identified in
Mr Armstrong Mr O'Doherty their water supply. In the following six weeks the
Mr Beck Mr O'Farrell whole of Sydney has been engulfed in an on-again,
Mr Blackmore Mr D. L. Page off-again crisis.
Mr Brogden Mr Peacocke
Mr Chappell Mr Phillips This man-made disaster has hit the headlines
Mr Cochran Mr Photios across the world, from Cable News Network to the
Mr Collins Mr Richardson British Broadcasting Corporation and from thé&w
Mr Debnam Mr Rixon York Timesto the Bangkok PostFrom Jerusalem to
Mr Ellis Mr Rozzoli Johannesburg, Sydney has hit the news, not as the
Ms Ficarra Mr Schipp green Olympic city eagerly waiting to host the world
Mr Glachan Ms Seaton two years from now but as the only developed city
Mr Hartcher Mrs Skinner in the world whose residents cannot drink their
Mr Hazzard Mr Slack-Smith water. Sydney is ranked alongside towns in Uganda,
Mr Humpherson Mr Small Burma and Bolivia, where the water is not safe to
Mr Jeffery Mr Souris drink. The bulk of my speech today will focus on
Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone my positive solutions to fix the crisis—the
Mr Kerr Mr Tink coalition's Safe Drinking Water Bill and its 10-point
Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner plan to solve the problem. It is patently clear that
Mr MacCarthy Mr R. W. Turner the Government has no answers. By contrast, the
Dr Macdonald Mr Windsor coalition does have answers in the run-up to the
Mr Merton Tellers State election six or seven months away. To reach
Ms Moore Mr Fraser the answers we first need to know what went wrong
Mr Oakeshott Mr Smith and who is responsible for what went wrong. Let us
talk about the Government's failure to prevent this
Pairs crisis.
Mr lemma Mrs Chikarovski Among the Government's manifold failings
Mr Rumble Mr Cruickshank perhaps the worst is its failure to prevent the
problem from arising in the first place. This problem
Question so resolved in the affirmative. was described as an emerging issue in the 1996
Sydney Water report. Back in March 1996—in the
Motion agreed to. very same year that Sydney Water's annual report
identified cryptosporidium as an emerging issue—
NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT Sydney Water threatened to sue water expert John
) _ Archer, who questioned the quality of Sydney's
Motion of No Confidence drinking water. We were told that Sydney's water

was "amongst the best and safest in the world". The
Department of Health stepped in and said that
"Sydney's water is safe and amongst the world's
o I . . cleanest." The Government is not listening now and
That, in view of its mismanagement of Sydney's water crisis, . .

this Government no longer possesses the confidence of b has listened to no-one for 3%> years—its conduct

House. does not change. What the Government is doing

now treats the Sydney water crisis as a joke. For 3%

Six weeks ago the first signs began to appear. Agears the Government has treated its responsibilities
the cowards vacate the Chamber—as they run froms a joke.
the issue—they run away from the responsibility
they have not met in 3% years and will never meet. The Premier, the Minister for Health, and the
There is only one way to overcome the problenMinister for Urban Affairs and Planning sit opposite
with Sydney's water. That is to have a newchortling and exchanging jokes amongst themselves,
government in this State, a new governmenbut the joke is on the State of New South Wales and
prepared to put a plan to the people and make sumn the city of Sydney. The Government has allowed
that this sort of disgraceful breakdown of the mosthis crisis to emerge during the last 3% years. In
basic service never happens again in this State. Skuly 1996, the shadow health minister, alarmed at
weeks ago an article appeared in a newspapémne risk, asked her Government counterpart in an
warning a few thousand residents in a small pockedstimates committee hearing whether testing should
of eastern Sydney to boil their water. The reason fobe undertaken. The Minister scoffed and replied,

Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the
Opposition) [5.25 p.m.]: | move:
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"Routine monitoring for cryptosporidium is not Sadly, this is not even a new story. The article in today's
sppropriate” Three months later the honourable Sy Nopys s erny 1 Sue ckcen e
mgmber for LIYerDOOI asked his colleague _the occasions whén cryptosporidium Ieve[IJs were probablyyhigh
Minister responsible for Sydney water the following  enough to be of concern. However, let us be clear about this.
question, one of the many dorothy dixers heard with since 1992, when the first tests were conducted, no further
monotonous regularity during question time under unacceptably high levels have been found.
the Carr Government:
That is precisely the opposite of what the Premier
What is the Government's reaction to a report today of aold the House today. Who is lying to and
dangerous bug in Sydney's water supply? misleading this Parliament? Is it the Minister in
charge of Sydney water quality, or is it the Premier?
The Premier is again cracking a few jokes with his
colleagues and laughing at the plight of
Sydney's residents are supplied with the cleanest drinkinéydneySiderS who have to boil their water. He
water in the world. should remember that the joke is on the people of
Sydney. In 1996, the Minister, not content with
The next words in his answer should drive thesaying in his answer in this House that a
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, above all cryptosporidium outbreak was scaremongering,
others in the Government, from this Chamber. Hexdded:
said:

The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, who is
now present in the Chamber, said in reply:

Our water supply is getting better. Four water filtration plants,
Frankly, attempts to beat up the likelhood of a representing an investment of $3.5 billion, are now coming on

cryptosporidium outbreak are little more than scaremongery. line. | can report to the House that those water filtration plants
are currently going through their commissioning phase. The
He further commented: good news is that all the plants are either meeting their

performance standards or they are performing in excess of

. 1 would have thought Opposition members would have design criteria, which will effectively remove cryptosporidium.

appreciated an assurance from the Government that our water
supply was clea. . . The Minister continued:

That Dorothy Dixer was asked of the Minister two Quite clearly, Opposition members are not in the least bit
years ago, after the Opposition expressed its interested in vyhat | have to say. In the circumstances, given an
concerns about the emergence of the parasite attempt to brlng_about a public health scare, | Wot_JId have
. - . thought Opposition members would have appreciated an
identified in _th_e Sydney Water annual rep_ort that assurance from the Government that our water supply was
year. The Minister's response was an outright and clean and was meeting health standards. As | said earlier, the
arrogant dismissal of Opposition concerns. He said water treatment plants are performing—

that it was mere scaremongering by the Opposition.

In other words, the Minister said to the people of Mr O'Farrell:  Who said that?
Sydney, "Trust me," and for a while they did. But
now the people of Sydney cannot drink water from Mr COLLINS: The Minister responsible for

their own taps. They have a right to be angry at th&ydney water said that in October 1996, two years
Government's  appalling clumsiness in notifyingago, before the Sydney water system collapsed. The
residents of the boiled water alert. story gets better. His answer continued:

The Minister was not answering a question on  Once the water filtration plants come on line we can expect
the run, but was replying to a planned question. If the removal of cryptosporidium to a level of 99.9 per cent—a
he had been asked a question without notice by the very creditable result. This matter received the attention of the

- . . . . present Government when it was in opposition and it received
Opposition, WIthOUt_ any hint O_r Wam"_]g' _he might the attention of the previous Government.
be allowed a margin for error in that in his answer
he was shooting from the hip without having all the

- . ."The Minister was speaking about bipartisanship
facts. However, the Minister is on the record of this hen he said that this matter had received the

Parliament as having been asked a dorothy dixer b . . -

his own side, following concems about ttention both of the previous coalition Go_vernmem
cryptosporidium raised by the shadow minister in atnd ©f the present Government when it was in
estimates committee hearing in October 1996. If th@PPOsition. He continued in his answer:
Government wants to bring this matter on this o )

. . L So there should be unanimity in this attempt to dispel some of
afternoon | will read all this r_nz_ﬂe”al mtq the re_cord_, the nonsense that is appearing in today's paper. As | said
chapter and verse. The Minister continued in his eariier, the cryptosporidium story usually does the rounds at
answer: least twice a year.
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Parasites are going the rounds every day of eve@ctober in the Federal electorate of Hughes. A few
week in Sydney's water system, and that means thsacrifices have been made by the Premier, who is
the water is not safe to drink. | say that the first stepeceiving a bit of counselling at the moment.
to eliminating the parasites in our water to get rid ofHowever, on 1 October 1996, the Premier said:
these Government parasites opposite. | commend the
full text of what the Minister for Health said on 22  Sydney was recently voted the best city in the world in an
October 1996 as recommended reading for anyone interna‘tional poll conducted by a Ie_adir]g us tqurism
Who wants 10 know the truth about the Carr TeSNe One ol he mary fecors connbutng o e et
Government's mismanagement of Sydney Water and \yater—
its deception of the people of New South Wales.
he has a great sense of humour—

The Government of this State is asleep at the
wheel, and has been asleep for the last 3% years the water we drink and the water we enjoy on our magnificent
while Sydney's water quality goes down the drain. harbour and beaches.
The Government is desperately seeking every piece
of misleading information to drag over the trail toHe is a well-known beachgoer.
try to hide what really happened, and its inaction,
during the last 3% years. Of course, the Minister
responsible for Sydney water was not the only one
saying in October 1996 that everything was under
control. The Prospect plant is fully automated and built to comfortably

meet the quality required for both present and future demand.

Today over three million Sydneysiders will enjoy fresh filtered
water from Prospect Water Filtration Plant—one of the largest
and most modern plants in the world.

This is indeed a rare occasion: the Premier is _ _ . .
actually present in the House for a parliamentar)Thalt IS yvhat the Pr_e_m|er Of.th's State, vyho IS
debate. This is probably the first time this year thapres_ent in a rare visit to this House, said. He
he has participated in a debate of this nature, so H%ontlnued:
:isk:r(t):a];ka).xilri]:rtistgotlflzmglraermviveltrhVfl)irtf‘)lcfﬁgrgbtlagl’:?]mﬁe This facility is a triumph of modern engineer_ing and

technology and an example of the excellence which helped
gave on 1 October 1996, which 1 will seek to table Sydney to win the 2000 Olympic Games.
later. When the Premier speaks to the motion he will
try to justify 3% years of his Government doing Sydney's drinking water catchments have been kept in pristine

absolutely nothing, delivering nothing to the people condition through careful planning and management.
of New South Wales, and being asleep at the wheel. . . .
year into Government the Premier said that the

He will avoid details. He does not have the slightes ; - "
catchment areas were in pristine condition through

interest in the detail of what happens in this State: tul olanni q : th hi
Whatever his priorities are, they are not what migh{‘:are ul planning and manageément—so there goes is
xcuse about the foxes, dogs, cows and campers.

benefit the interests of the people of New Sout ; . S )
Wales. The Premier has been asleep for 32 year he Premler said, and this is where it gets
Problems have developed with Sydney water anljiteresting:
everything else that is going wrong in this State, but While Sydney's water supply is among the best in the world
he has been aSIeep' today, we have taken action to guarantee the quality of
Sydney's water for future generations.

The Premier has been attempting to interject,
because he probably remembers some of his word@bviously, future generations did not stretch too far,
Honourable members should listen carefully tonot even two years. He continued:
Premier Bob Carr's presentation at the official
launch of the Prospect water filtration plant—the !ncreased population, development and higher consumer
same water ﬁltration plant involved in the current expectatlons are all placmg Increasing pressure on our water

: : . supply.
contamination. The Government in its search for
scapegoats over the past six weeks asked who it Water from the Warragamba catchment area is held at
could blame. Obviously, it could blame the previous Prospect Reservoir to allow st_adime_nt and impurities to settle
Government bt who eise? The Government blamed |71 1% A T4 e e e e cerne o
i , w. ventually

David Hill, the rain, foxes falling into the catchment, The process of filtration has been introduced to replace the
dogs and cows, and people camping in the settling period and guarantee the quality of water to meet
catchment areas. When really forced to do so, it had future demand.
to sacrifice somebody. What a great sacrifice David sydney now has fresh filtered water—crystal clear, healthy
Hill was—but Danna Vale will finish him off on 3 and great tasting.
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On 1 October 1996, the Premier said that SydneBoth the Premier and the Minister for Urban Affairs
has fresh water, "crystal clear, healthy and greand Planning would like to forget 22 October 1996.
tasting"—and brought to you by the Premier, eveiThese people opposite allowed Sydney's water
the humorist. Obviously, the hand of Bob Ellis is atsystem to collapse and destroy the international
work in this speech. The Premier continued: reputation of this city, yet they say, "We do not
know what caused it, we do not know what the
This water is not only good enough to bottle but is greatsolution is, we have no idea how long it will take to
value—a tonne delivered to your home costs just 70 cents. get this right, and this may go on until March next
And although Prospect Water Filtration Plant represents Xear." A culpable govemment is running this State,
capital investment of $200 million, | am pleased to say thisSadly @ government which has been asleep at the
will not lead to higher water charges. wheel. No doubt the Premier will enlighten this
House about the origin of cryptosporidium. | suspect
If this Government would allow the tabling of theseit is something that grew out of a Labor caucus
documents | would not have to read all this detail ormeeting, but the fact is that it paralyses—
to the record. The Government, in an attempt to shut

down this debate, will seek to disown this vital Mr Carr: | am told you have only one party
information as quickly as it can. But it will all be on member to worry about—Peter.
the public record. The Premier continued: <1>

Mr COLLINS: Calm down, Pinocchio!
This is largely due to efficiency gains at Sydney Water of over
20 per cent since 1993. These gains will essentially pay for Mr Carr:
Prospect Water Filtration Plant and for the three other majo ’
filtration plants at Macarthur, Woronora and in the lllawarra.

With Photios as deputy. How we
look forward to that!

In addition, Sydney Water charges to business have decreased  Mr COLLINS: | know it hurts the Premier.

by an average of 45 per cent since 1993. This is a real parliamentary debate, he has forgotten
The supply of affordable, filtered water to a wide range ofth€ rules, and he is unaware that he is entitled to
industries enables NSW business to be more competitive botspeak next in this debate. It has been a long time
at home and overseas. since the Premier participated in a parliamentary

. . . . debate. It is good to see him in the Chamber. |
Environmental issues are also of great importance. Australia iS

the driest continent in the world and Sydney Water is to béNOU|d wager that later on he will say Something
congratulated for the active role it has played. about privatisation. Here he is, Mister "I'm going to
get tough on Pauline Hanson, but boy am | going to
He finished by offering congratulations—and this ispack off as fast as | can on privatisation because
important, because the search for scapegoats is MOhe Nation doesn't like it."
over. The Government trotted out blame on the
previous Government, and got rid of David Hill and Mr Carr: How does the honourable member
Chris Pollett. The Government may yet get rid offor Maitland feel about that pledge?
the whole Sydney Water board. More public service
scalps will go, but the Government also blames Mr COLLINS: He will introduce privatisation
privatisation. In October 1996 the Premier said: of our dairy industry. He will have the opportunity

later to speak about it.
| congratulate Sydney Water and Australian Water Services

and their partners in this joint venture, Lend Lease, Lyonnaise . . . . .
des Eaux and P&O Australia, on the construction of Prospect Mr Carr: Is One Nation in Maitland getting

Water Filtration Plant. your second preferences?

The Plant is a model of a successful partnership between the Mr COLLINS: Keep going. Have you

public and private sectors and an outstanding achievement . s . .
which will supply Sydney with clean drinking water for finished? 1 will tell the House about the Premier's

generations to come. attitude on privatisation. Everyone would be thinking
that Bob Carr has never really liked privatisation,

The Premier ended with great rhetorical flourishand that he probably did not like the idea of water
Taking a glass of Sydney water in his hand—thisupply privatisation. One might expect that the way
was at a time before water had to be boiled—h¢his debate would pan out would be that the Labor
concluded: Party would say: it was Hill, it was the board, it was
the technicians, it was the people who should have

| would now like to toast Sydney and its fresh filtered W_aterdone the water monitoring, it was Australian Water
:Isat‘gf tf?ﬁetm?{gs the 2000 Olympics when our water will bege v icas it was the previous Government, it was the

' flying foxes, it was the dogs, it was the campers, or

To Sydney and to its water. it was the rain.
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But what is Labor's attitude on privatisation?endorsed again by the Premier in his Speech on 1
Let us deal with that question up front. | am sorryoctober when he opened the plant. Isn't politics
that the Minister for the Environment—who in 1992i5nict There he was, the then Leader of the
was shadow minister for the environment—is not irbpposition, in a letter of endorsement in 1992,
the Chamber either, because | have in my hand,ying that everything that the private sector could
another letter that ought to be tabled in thisy,'in rejation to water should be done—giving 100

Parliament. It cannot be tabled in this debate, but tger cent support for private financiers involving

W'." make sure Fhat ceveryone h_as a copy of it afte hemselves in water supply. Government members
this debate. This letter was written in 1992 by the . . .

o are having a caucus meeting over there to determine
Leader of the Opposition:

whether or not they actually endorse that
privatisation commitment by now Premier Bob Carr

as far back as 1992. They are shocked.
Thank you for briefing the Opposition last week on your
proposal to tender for the Sydney Water Board's drinking
water program and related build,own and operate projects.

Dear

| am not surprised that Government members
are going into a huddle on that side of the House
The briefing was most informative. because | suspect that the now Premier did not tell
them that he was committing himself 100 per cent to
Last December_ the Oppositip_n supported _the Wate_r Boarﬁrivate sector involvement and private sector
(Amendment) Bill 1991 to facilitate such projects. During the . . ,
debate the Opposition supported the concept of private sect&?‘keover of the filtration of Sydney's water supply.
involvement in new infrastructure developments for theOf course, he went on to endorse that commitment
Sydney Water Board. in 1996—as he should, because he had backed it
four years earlier, in 1992. So there we have Bob
Mr Debnam: Is this the Labor Opposition?  carr committing his government to 100 per cent
o ownership by the private sector. That commitment
Mr COLLINS: This is Bob Carr, Leader of a5 given by the now Premier of this State when his

the Opposition, in 1992._ I_do not know that anyon arty was in opposition—a man now desperately
had heard of cryptosporidium then, but perhaps Bo earching around for any excuse to push this issue
Carr had. From what was said earlier today by th%s far away from him as he possibly can

Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, and
Minister for Housing, it seems he had heard of it, . . .
although he appears to have forgotten that by 1996. hThe factk|s|_t|haththe Prtert;ner hgs.notr:)_ee.nt:ioSg
Perhaps the cryptosporidium had got to the Ministe IS omew?r ' 3 dashno_ een o'?gh 'S 10 .I ef
and destroyed his memory. | will repeat thos as not safeguar € the mterests of t € peope 0
extremely important words in Bob Carr's letter: this State. One m'ght say it is not the job of the
Premier or the Minister to get out there and take
During the debate the [Labor] Opposition supported theévater samples every day, that it is not their job to
concept of private sector involvement in new infrastructurebe the biochemists. But it is their job to protect the
developments for the Sydney Water Board. public interest; it is their job to make sure that we
The provision of private sector infrastructure for use by publichave the h!gheSt standard of water purity "_1 this
utilities is an important feature of our policy approach. State, and, if they do not know what the solution to
the problem is, to find the experts necessary to
We WQL_JId support this approach in Government as we do irprovide that highest standard, and to put those
Opposition. standards into law, maintain them and enforce them.

The Opposition is pleased to give this assurance to an;]—hat is where they have failed.
financiers intending to give assistance to your development

plans. There is no more basic service that State
overnments anywhere in Australia or anywhere in

On behalf of the Opposition, we wish you well in progressinggh d yW. d ide th yf |

this exciting proposal. t e world are require to provi e t an safe, clean
drinking water. In respect of foreign aid offered by

Yours sincerely, Australia and other developed nations to developing

nations, one of the most basic requests that we have

ngni"ﬁgnMJP constantly had as a nation with a good reputation for
Leader of the Opposition clean water—until the last six weeks in Sydney—is
Shadow Minister for Environment for clean drinking water. The most primitive

countries ask countries like ours for the technology,
There we have it, ownership, lock, stock and barrekhe advice, the know-how, the equipment and plant
of the private filtration plant, the plant that wasto give them clean drinking water.
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The Premier has failed this State abjectly. He 6am Damon Harris runs marathons for fun. His body loses

. - . . . about five litres during a big race—and dehydration is a big
has failed the three million people of this city time risk. Water is essential to keep him going. Even the rest of us

and again. He has hidden in the bunker, pushing need a drink at least eight glasses a day to keep our bodies
others out to offer feeble excuses. He has pushed healthy and working well. It's the drink of champions.

Ministers forward to offer conflicting advice and

excuses, only to have them within hours retractindt was the drink of champions but if people now
their advice and say that it is wrong, that they dddrink Sydney water without boiling it—

not know the cause of the problem and they do not

know the solution to it. Where is the plan to fix this Mr Blackmore: It makes you run faster.
problem? Where is the plan to overcome the

incompetence of the Carr Government, which has ~ Mr COLLINS: As the honourable member
brought Sydney to its knees? This Governmenfor Maitland said, if people drink the water now

skims $279 million off Sydney Water— without boiling it they run a helluva lot faster. If
Damon Harris drank the water today without boiling
Mrs Skinner: And wastes it. it he would probably knock about an hour off his

marathon times. The document also has some sad
Mr COLLINS: —and wastes it. It puts the stories. This is a day in the life of Sydney Water. |
money not into monitoring, better filtration, or evend® not know where the sackings appear in the
research and investigation but into consolidatefePOrt; they are probably towards the back.
revenue. The money disappears into the genersqonourable members should think about this story:

budget. It disappears into the Government's slush gam Baby Lachian i dent at Svdnev Children's Hosoital
funds. This is money that should have been keeping com 30y -achian is a patient at sydney thidren's Hospia
Randwick where our community puts a premium on the

our V_Vater up to _scratch, in line with Worl_dls best  highest standards of cleanliness and care. Lachlan's mum Kate
practice. It is obvious to all members of this House Fraser can count on Sydney water to be fresh, filtered and
and to everyone sitting at home that this safe. Soall Lachlan has to worry about is his rubber duck.
Government should have been aware that, in the

run-up to the Olympic Games just two years awayVWho is the greatest rubber duck of all? The rubber
the world is looking at Sydney closer than we haveluck is sitting oppos_ite. Honourable members would
ever been viewed before. Yet the same Governmehive got more intelligence from a rubber duck than
is prepared to go along with these coffee tapidrom the Premier. Lachlan would have got better

annual reports such as was produced by Sydné&a'ue from his rubber duck than from the Premier,
Water Board in 1997. who has ignored the plight of Sydney Water and the

breakdown of the water system. He is ultimately

It is yet another example of the misplacedreSponSible for this unparalleled debacle. The annual
report further states:

priorities of the Premier and his Minister. This issue
is turned into high farce. | will quote from this nice,
glossy coffee table report. It is about as expensive as
an annual report can be, with nice colour photos of

the board and the senior executive. We see Pete(yney water used to provide a service they cannot
Sams from the Labor Council. There is a photograpfye without, but that is no longer the case. Sydney
of Chris Pollett. Alas, we knew him well. There areyater's credibility is in shreds, as is the credibility
a couple of lovely photographs of Paul Broad, Whgyt the Government. | hope that many of my

has gone to greener pastures, as it were, and th&gajition colleagues will speak in this debate about
are some great quotes. This document tells the stofye plight of their constituents. | do not care how

2am Anna Di Donato is about to deliver a new Australian. We
deliver them both a service they can't live without.

of government in personal terms. long the debate takes. | do not care whether it runs
_ _ for the rest of the week, because the people of
Mr Photios: It's upside down. Sydney want answers from the Government. They

are fed up with the lies, the deception and the
Mr COLLINS: It does not make any cowardice of the Carr Government. Government
difference. members have been hiding in their bunker, shoving
people out to make misleading statements, pulling
Mr Photios: It makes more sense upsideback the statements and then retreating to the
down. bunker, with the people of Sydney left to continue
boiling their water.
Mr COLLINS: It makes a lot more sense.
This expensive coffee table annual report has some The Government's response has been simply to
great stories. The first story is as follows: say to the people of Sydney, "We will not
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compensate you for what you have paid, even in theove. She was not here to support her leader. She
first water crisis." We are now up to water CriSiSOpted not to be present to support her leader
number three. All the Government has said is th%ecause' while the Leader of the Opposition can
the people of Sydney should count themselves lucky,ove motions of no confidence in the Government,

to get compensation of $15 and that they should 9@ s increasingly clear that his party has no
away. At the outset the Opposition said that thegnfidence in him.

people of Sydney should get compensation of $40

for the first water crisis. In every sense the Mr O'Farrell: Where's your support?
Government is short-changing the people of Sydney
and the people of New South Wales. It is short- Mr CARR: There is one of the conspirators.

changing the people mostly by not telling the truthyys tells the media daily, "It is 14, 14, 10 in the
The Government has not told the truth about thi%arty room."

crisis and it will never tell the truth.
" . Mr Photios: Get your numbers right.
The coalition has put forward a 10-point plan
which a Collins-Armstrong government would put in Mr CARR: The honourable member

for
place. The $279 million that has been skimmed of[E

rmington is lining up for the position of deputy
Qeader. He is undermining his leader by seeking to

monitoring, _filtration and the_pipe systt_em. OurWalk away with the deputy's post. The one bloke on
comprehensive plan starts with an entirely NWral in this Parliament is the Leader of the

Sydney \_/\(qter board. The Government _cannot revlVapposition. What a lame, ill-researched, exasperated
the credibility of the present board, which has been :
eech he made! There was not a revelation or a
so damaged. Sydney Water needs a fresh board wi A )
ocument in it. I have moved no confidence

expertise, not simply mates. If ever a public boar otions, and | have moved one in relation to

cried out for a cleanlng_ a_nd the serious appomtme. ydney Water but there was a bit of research behind
of experts and specialists who can solve this

problem, it is the board of Sydney Water The't; | presented data, documentation and authority.

Government should have done that but it has refus{dﬁ'ere was no data, do_c_um‘entatlon or authority in the
to do so. eader of the Opposition's speech. It was shoddy

staff work again—poor research, poor co-ordination

The people of Sydney should be provided withand no indictment of this Government.

more information about water quality. The Internet

is a vehicle for the distribution of information but The Leader of the Opposition failed to
the Government has not acted on that suggestioﬁ?monStrate what the Government has done or failed

There should be daily monitoring for to do which has contributed to the Sydney water

cryptosporidium and giardia, which have well andcrisis. He failed to demonstra_\te that any action taken
truly emerged since the 1996 Sydney Water annu®y any member on this side of the House has
report. Those proposals are only part of ouontributed to the problem. He failed to demonstrate
comprehensive plan. As competent as Mr McClella@ny area in which the Government has failed to act
is as a lawyer, the terms of reference for his inquiryvhich has brought about the problem. On Sydney
are too limited to enable him to reach theradio this afternoon people wanted the answer to one
conclusions that the people of Sydney want to heafluestion: Why, under the previous Government,
They want the whole truth about Sydney Water andvere there recorded levels of cryptosporidium five
nothing but the truth. However, the truth will nottimes higher than those recorded in the past month
come from the Government. That is why | movedor so and why was there no public warning? Talk
on behalf of the Opposition a motion of noabout being asleep on the job! This was deep sleep.
confidence in the Carr Government for its total
mismanagement of the Sydney water crisis. When the Leader of the Opposition was asked
about it by theSydney Morning Heralén 3 August

Mr CARR (Maroubra—Premier, Minister for he said, "When | signed off'— that is, on the
the Arts, and Minister for Ethnic Affairs) [6.06 standards—"at the time cryptosporidium to the best
p.m.]: The only thing the Leader of the Oppositionof my knowledge was not around." Leaving aside
must explain to the people of New South Walesvhat happened in Milwaukee, | am advised that
today is why under the coalition Government thecryptosporidium has been around since 1681. Excuse
level of cryptosporidium in the water supply wasme for my fascination with history, but it was
almost five times recent levels and there was n@escribed by a Dutch scientist who found it in his
public warning. One significant aspect of this debatewn stools! That information comes out of history
is the absence of the honourable member for Langooks.
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The Leader of the Opposition was Minister forMeanwhile the McClellan inquiry has produced two
Health in the previous Government, he was theeports and its recommendations have been endorsed
shareholding Minister in Sydney Water, and inby the Government.

August he said that to the best of his knowledge
cryptosporidium was not around. Talk about being Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
asleep on the job! It is disgraceful that themember for Wakehurst on three calls to order.
honourable member for Lane Cove did not come
down to the Chamber hear her leader speak. Is she Mr CARR: The first interim report made
not the shadow minister for something? Is she natecommendations concerning public health powers
the shadow minister for the environment? She iand regulatory controls, and the Government has
upstairs with a calculator—for, against, doubtful.endorsed those recommendations. The Opposition
When were these levels last recorded in our watdras asked what the Government is doing. The
supply? They were recorded in 1992, 1993 andecommendations include the requirement for tests
1994. and other quality assurance processes to be
undertaken by water suppliers, requiring water

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable suppliers to disclose to New South Wales Health a
member for Pittwater may seek the call when theéange of information necessary for the proper
Premier has completed his contribution. evaluation of drinking water and safety, and

empowering New South Wales Health to declare

Mr CARR: The plea from the Leader of the public health alerts in relation to drinking water
Opposition today is, "Give us more information." Hesupplied by any authority. The system of health
gave the people of Sydney no information on thosalerts is being reviewed and a memorandum of
dates when cryptosporidium levels went through thenderstanding between Sydney Water and New
roof. No-one was told to boil water; no-one wasSouth Wales Health will be drafted.
given any information. Samples contained 58,660
cryptosporidium per 100 litres, almost five times There will be contingency and emergency
higher than the highest levels most recentlyplans between New South Wales Health and Sydney
reported—and there was no health warning. Thi§Vater, and we will increase the health expertise of
afternoon the staff of the Leader of the Oppositiorthe board of Sydney Water. The Government has
have apparently been downstairs shouting accepted all of the recommendations in Mr
journalists in the press gallery, trying to set themMcClellan's second interim report and has
straight about the revelation of those levels ofstablished a task force to fast-track their
cryptosporidium when he was in government and thénplementation. Yesterday Cabinet agreed to
shareholding Minister in Sydney Water and didinvestigate the establishment of a catchment
nothing. There were no health warnings and peopleommission with tighter controls on catchment
want to know why. management. The Government is also tightening

controls on all council-operated sewage treatment

What the people of this State want is what theplants located within the catchment area; requiring
Government has asked the McClellan inquiry to dothe Department of Agriculture to work with all
We have given the inquiry the broadest terms ofandowners to improve land management practices
reference and all the resources it needs. The othts reduce contaminated run-off; tightening
day the Opposition made a half-hearted call for ananagement controls that restrict access to special
royal commission. That call was not repeated in theatchment areas, including the possibility of
speech of the Leader of the Opposition or inincreased penalties and on-the-spot fines;
guestion time. | wonder why the Opposition calledaccelerating the reduction of feral animal
for a royal commission a week ago but has nopopulations; increasing the acquisition of private
repeated that call when Parliament is debating thiand inside the catchment; and continuing the
issue? Could it have something to do with theacceleration of providing a sewerage system to The
revelation the Government has made about the leve@®aks and Oakdale area south of Warragamba Dam.
of cryptosporidium in the water supply when the
coalition was in government and the absence of any  Other measures include improving septic tank
public knowledge? The contrast is this: thesystems within the catchment where sewering is not
Government has been absolutely honest with thpossible, and increasing the use of remote sensing in
people of this State. Whenever there has been advioganaging the catchment areas. During this session
from the expert health panel to issue a public healtthe Government will introduce legislation to increase
warning alert, the Government has done thathe control of the Minister for Urban Affairs and
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Planning in respect of Sydney Water. Thequality in the largest city in Australia? Who would
Government is committed to cleansing the 22,00@ave thought that in what is allegedly one of the
kilometre pipe system. That has also beemost sophisticated cities in the world, the city that
accelerated. At the start of this crisis thewill host the Olympic Games in two years and one
Government established the public inquiry. Thatveek, the city that will host the turn-of-the-
inquiry has all the powers it needs, it has broadnillennium Games that will be the pinnacle of
terms of reference and it has produced two reportattention for 4,000 million people throughout the
The Government has accepted those reports andvi®rld for 16 days, members of Parliament would be
implementing the recommendations. debating water quality? The city of Sydney has
spent an unbelievable amount per head of
The Government is being honest with thepopulation.
people of this State. It is sharing with them all the
available information. The Government will take no A massive investment has been made in a
risk with public health. In the meantime, after thesingle event, the Olympic Games, to provide real
revelations during question time today, the publiggrowth for both the State and the country and to
wants to know why there was a cover-up undeprovide an improved quality of life into the next
Collins. The public wants to know why, under millennium. Notwithstanding that, the members of
Collins, those astonishing readings ofthe State's Parliament are involved in a debate that
cryptosporidium were allowed to pass without acould be taking place in any Third World country in
public health alert. That is what the public wants tahe world today. It gives me no pleasure to be
know. | am operating under something of a liability.participating in a debate on a subject that is
| want to rebut the half-hearted, exasperated, crankggressive and non-productive so far as the people of
little speech that the Leader of the Opposition maddyew South Wales are concerned. In recent days
but | do not want to damage his credibility to themany cartoons have appeared in the press. The press
extent he has any, because those on this side of tgannot believe what is happening, and callers to
House are in a delicate position. We want to flicktalkback radio have shown a certain amount of
away his criticisms, which is fairly easily done, butScepticism.
we do not want to harm him. Throughout this
session we are barracking for you, Peter. As  They have always regarded Sydney as a safe
depicted by Moir in the Herald this morning, | am place. People have always t_hogght that it was safe to
in the "Save Collins" camp. eat anywhere in Sydney, with its packaged or fresh
food maintained in wonderfully hygienic conditions.
The rambling, cranky speech of the Leader ofl NeY thought they could drink the water, and put ice
the Opposition sent the honourable member fofuPes in their whiskey and in cool drinks to give to
Camden into a comatose state. | am worried abolff€ir kids in the summertime when they come home
her. Will the Minister for Health take her pulse? She2fter @ hot day at school. Suddenly they can no
was virtually wheeled out of the Chamber at the endP"9€r do so. They are now told they must boil their
of his speech. The honourable member for Land'iNKing water. Many of us can remember our mums
Cove, who | am told is the shadow minister for the1@Ving to boil water and, of course, women always
environment, did not even turn up. | repeat that aP®iléd the water for babies. Honourable members
the end of his speech the Leader of the Oppositioﬁan Imagine  the . Carr Government's Chnstma_ls
had not identified a single thing the Government hafresents to the children of New South Wales this
done or failed to do that contributed in any way toyear, one of those wonderfl_JI Labor promises: every
the contamination of Sydney's water. He has no‘fhIId will get a kettle for Christmas.
demonstrated a single occasion on which the Let us get a few things straight. In relation to
Government has been less than honest and )

forthcoming with the public. Whenever there was Ny service the Government is responsible for

warning, the Government has issued the health aleﬂ.ehverlng within 2 d¢3|gnated b_udget, the buc_k stops
| rest my case in one spot only—with the Cabinet, the Premier and

his Ministers. | have had enough of public servants
. and appointees being blamed for this so-called crisis.
[Mr Speaker left the chair at 6.20 p.m. The Housel-hey may have been negligent—I am not prepared
resumed at 7.30 p.in. to pass judgment on that—but | have had enough of

some members of the Government wimping out on

- Mr ARMSTRONG  (Lachlan—Leader of the theijr responsibilities. That is what they are doing.
National Party) [7.30 p.m.].; Who would have They want two bob each way.

thought three or four months ago that on the
Opening day of the last session of this Parliament When the Government was elected many of us
honourable members would be debating the wat&faid it faced many prob]ems_ The biggest prob|em
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was probably the fact that members of theabout fresh lettuce, forget about iceblocks or ice-
Government had no commercial experience. Onlgream, forget about cleaning their teeth under the tap
one or two of them have ever employed anyoneand eat only bananas and drink only three beers.
Lacking that experience, they have no understandingydney is now at the same stage as that Third
of how to handle people with respect and dignity oWorld country that | visited back in 1989. Last
how to accept responsibility. The greatest disservicBaturday morning when | woke up | heard on the
people can do for their employees is to blame therBUE 6.00 a.m. news that the Minister for Health had
for what goes wrong and take the credit for goodadvised that Sydney water was safe. Several times
outcomes. That is what the members of théetween then and about 20 to seven the
Government are doing. That demonstrates theommentator said that it was great that Sydney
incompetence of the Premier and the seniowater was safe. | was relieved. | cleaned my teeth,
Ministers who are responsible for Sydney's watehad a shave and had a drink of water out of the tap.
supply. They are not prepared to accept theilt was great.
management responsibilities.
At 10 to seven there was a news flash that the
In the past few weeks the public has seen pagdealth Department had issued a warning that people
after page of rhetoric from members of theanywhere in Sydney were not to drink the water,
Government. All the available techniques have beedlean their teeth, use ice blocks or wash vegetables
used by the so-called spin doctors in advising theiunder the tap. Water to wash vegetables had to be
Ministers, and the Ministers have been giving théoiled. There would be no stronger warning
public the soft soap and the hard sell. They havanywhere in the world about water being unfit for
been warm and folksy. They have asked people touman consumption: it is the strongest
understand and to work with them. They have askedondemnation there can be. That warning was put
the community to have trust in them because thegut by the Minister for Health. If he participates in
share the problem. Later the Government said ihis debate | will be interested to hear what he says.
gathered some of the best experts in the world to
advise it on this problem that has suddenly been | mentioned that the Olympics will be on in
found. That is simply passing the buck once again. two years and one week. The same person is head
of the Sydney Organising Committee for the
The Government can use all the rhetoric itOlympic Games, the Olympic Construction
wants, it can use all the experts it wants, but théuthority and the Olympic Roads and Transport
public and the businesses of New South Wales, anduthority. He is responsible for the whole process.
the visitors from overseas, potential investors, aréle is also a Cabinet Minister. If the head of the
interested only in how the Government will clear upOlympic organising body in Barcelona, Los Angeles,
the problem and when it will be safe for them toAtlanta, Nagano or any of the Olympic cities of
live and invest in Sydney, and be able to use safegcent times had found that the water was unfit for
clean, pure water. The public does not give a damhuman consumption two years and two weeks out
about the rhetoric the Government is pumping outirom the Olympics he would have called in the
Water is a simple product and the public wants army. We have not heard a squeak out of Michael
simple answer to the problem. Knight—Mr Olympics himself—because he and
Premier Carr compromised the Olympics by having
When | was a Minister in the previous a member of the Cabinet as president of SOCOG.
Government | was scheduled to visit one of theHe cannot wear two hats.
larger northern Asian countries. | was being briefed
by the head of the department, who talked about  The present situation demonstrates that the
some of the customs and culture and so forth, ansme person should not do both jobs, particularly a
he got around to food. He said, "Minister, | wouldpolitician. He has been totally neutered. He cannot
advise you to eat only bananas, because they are rassist the Olympic movement in convincing people
washed with water and they come in their ownthat it is safe to come to Sydney. He has not been
packaging. We will have many foods offered to usable to put an ounce of pressure on the Government
Bottled water will be at every banquet, and | suggestio get its act together in the interests of the largest
you have only three courses.” | said, "Which thre®lympics the world has ever seen. That is the
courses?" He said, "The three beers," and he sagsicond disastrous aspect of the Government's actions
that because the water was no good. in this exercise. Tourism, business and the quality of
life have been affected but now there will be a
Mr Fraser: I'll bet you enjoyed the courses. lasting legacy with the Olympic Games. There is no
champion from the Olympic movement who can
Mr ARMSTRONG: | certainly did. So the speak on behalf of SOCOG because the president is
advice to people coming to Sydney will be to forgetthe spokesman and he is a Minister of the Carr
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Government, which has dropped the ball as far agroblem affecting everyone in Sydney tonight. We
water quality is concerned. need answers to some of the following questions.
What program is there for the restoration of safe
Projections going back to 1991 anticipated thatvater in Sydney? | ask the Minister for Health and
the Olympics would be paid for by overseas tourishis colleagues to outline the program, put a critical
growth in years subsequent to the Olympics. In th@ath on it. It should be put up on a billboard in
five years from 2001 to 2006 Sydney could haveMartin Place so that people can see and monitor the
expected a similar growth in tourism to thatway in which the Government will restore Sydney's
experienced by Barcelona—100 per centvater to its previous healthy condition. To this stage
compounding. That is how a real benefit would behere has been no indication that the Government
achieved for the people who have underwritten thbas a critical path or a managerial program. If it has
Olympics, the taxpayers of New South Walesbeen provided to the Government, it has not been
Imagine going anywhere around the world nowarticulated. The Government has not yet
trying to tell people how good Sydney will be afteracknowledged that it has one so | suspect that there
the Olympics and asking them to invest, to books no such program.
tours, to build hotels and units and to send tour

ships to Sydney. People would have to bring their | ask the Minister for Health: what program
own water because our water stinks and they cannatill the Government undertake to restore world
even wash their teeth in it. confidence in our tourism industry? Is the

Government putting together a promotional exercise
The quality of living in Sydney and our for when water quality is restored? Has the
international image with tourists and the OlympicsGovernment hired international public relations
have been damaged. The Government has madepeaople? The Government has to restore the
monumental blunder in locking the head of SOCOQGonfidence of international travel agencies, major
in as a Government Minister. The city has not beemhotel chains, other governments and other tourism
equipped for this crisis. Who would have thought adepartments throughout the world. Otherwise we
few months ago that Sydney would have a crisivill never recover. The two fundamental questions
such as this? It was never expected under argre: what program is there to restore world tourism
previous government that Sydney would have t@nd business confidence, and what program is there
face a crisis such as this in which our water qualityfor the restoration of safe water in Sydney? If this
would be equivalent to that of the worst of the Thirddebate does nothing other than flush out the
World countries. The Premier and the Minister forGovernment, force it to tell people these things, it
Urban Affairs and Planning have referred to thewill have achieved its purpose. The Government has
world experts. They said that Australia had the verypotched not only Sydney water. | shall quote a few
best. | do not doubt that that is the case, but whyords from a speech by the Hon. Bob Carr, Premier
will they not let the experts tell the public what theyof New South Wales, on 4 October 1997 at the
think? Australian Labor Party State conference. On page 10
of his speech he stated:
Why has the Minister for Health participated
in the gagging of the people who have been brought Delegates, You recall the disaster of Wallis Lake.
to Australia, no doubt at enormous expense? It is . -

. . . Under present circumstances we spend $60 million a year on
probably a wise investment. The disaster has been country water and sewage. It's a 15 year program to fix our
kept a political issue: only politicians have talked rural waterways.
about it, instead of the people who have the
expertise. They are not allowed to speak to the Delegates,
media, to the public. They are kept behind closed
doors because the Government does not have the
slightest idea of how it will fix the problem. No
doubt the experts are telling the Government what iS That would generate more than 10,000 jobs in the bush.
going on but the Government knows that it does not
have the money, and most likely the managerial Just think.
expertise, to deal with it. So this is a cover-up. We

have no idea Of the recommendations of the experfghe Premier Said that Under the Government there i-S
that have been brought here. a 15-year backlog on water and sewerage services in

the bush, that the Government is spending only $60

| expect the Ministers who participate in themillion a year on country water, and that the
debate tonight to tell us accurately and preciselfgovernment's initiatives would generate 10,000 jobs.
what the experts paid for by the taxpayers of NewVhen this Government took office the annual
South Wales have recommended to manage tfxpenditure on the country water and sewerage

We can fix them up with a burst of activity concentrated into
the next five years—not stretched over 15.
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services program was $86 million indexed and thergnternet site providing up-to-date information on
was a backlog on water and sewerage services @fater quality. The Government should give a
not 15 but nine years. The annual budget has begwmmitment that it will regularly monitor for
reduced by $26 million and the backlog on servicesryptosporidium, giardia and other parasites that
has blown out by six years. It is not only Sydneyhave emerged in the past two or three years as a
that has a problem. The water supply to more thasignificant threat to Sydney's water supply. | call on
300 towns and villages throughout this State doethe Government to redirect money from this year's
not meet the current standards demanded by thgedicted $278 million government dividend to
Minister for Health and his department, and thémprovements in monitoring and filtration treatment.
Premier's speech to his own Australian Labor Party
conference 18 months ago admitted as much. Today in question time the Premier was asked
about the present calamity and how he was going to
Thus we have further evidence of thefix it. Immediately he gave a spiel about how much
Government's absolute incompetence in managingoney Sydney Water will be putting into the
water supplies in this State. The questions angovernment coffers. That reply will not go down
answers paper of Thursday, 7 May 1998 contained ¥ery well with restaurant owners or with mothers
question about the estimated actual expenditun&ho are trying to bath young children in foul water
under the country towns water supply and sewerageefore they go to bed and who are boiling water
schemes for each financial year since 1987-88. Theefore making up a bottle of formula for their baby
answer tabled details of that expenditure, sprea@ giving their young children a drink of water. The
across a multitude of towns across the State. It iSremier's only answer relates to the amount of
significant that the table outlining expenditure frommoney being made from Sydney Water.
1987 to 1997 has contracted since 1995. The )
Government is in trouble with the management of | call on the Government to provide a $40

water for several reasons: it has not committed théebate on the next water bill to ratepayers, to
requisite amount of funding, it will not accept transfer responsibility for issuing health warnings

responsibility, it does not have a management plaffom Sydney Water to the Department of Health, to
and it is not prepared to be honest about thdghten access to water catchment areas such as the

Warragamba Dam, and to initiate regular patrols to
report on possible human and animal contamination
of water supplies. This Government cannot get out
f the dilemma in which it has caught the people of

situation.

This evening | call upon the Government to
make several admissions. It should admit that it ha q by Vi o bl h b ¢
made a massive blunder and that it has no ideas ney Dby ftrying 1o Dblame olhers—bureaucrats,

how to_restore either the safe water program b S GRENTERS, VRS GAstd B R
confidence—national or international. | call on the ' g ping

areas or the many native animals that live in water

Government 1o adopt the coalition’s 10-point plar) atchment areas. The Government cannot get out of
announced today; to appoint a new water board . ) 9

based on expertise rather than political association—"%"
not jobs for the old mates; to introduce safe drinking If the Government is to treat the problem it
water legislation similar to the legislation enacted bﬁ

the Clint dministration: and to f the ol as to accept responsibility. The first fundamental
the Lhnton administration, and fo freeze the planneg.g, o i, management is acceptance of personal
increase in water rates until the crisis has bee

. “responsibility. When one buys a motor car, takes out
resolved. The Government has stated that it wil P y Y

h reb hold ¢ mortgage or wins a seat in Parliament one has a
grant a cash rebate to holders of water accoum?esponsibility. | have a responsibility. The Minister

What is the Gpvernment doing for those who live Nfor Health has more than one responsibility: he has a
rented premises? My colleague the honourabl%sponsibility as a member of Parliament a
member for Myall Lakes has told me that.oqn,ngibility as a citizen, a responsibility as a
approximately 1.5 million people in Sydney live in \jinister and another responsibility as a member of
rented premises. Cabinet. The Government must accept its
] ) ~responsibilities. Unless it accepts its responsibilities
What is the Government doing for touristStne problems will not be solved. In this evening's
staying in our hotels or for the country people Whogepate | should like to hear an admission that
have come to Sydney for medical treatment, legatovernment members individually and collectively
reasons or business purposes and who have to by¥cept and will honour their commitments and their
water? Country people supply their own water ahositions within the Government.
home from a tank at the back of the house. Will the
Government grant a $15 rebate to those people as |t is essential that the Government clearly
well? | call on the Government to establish anarticulate its critical path for rectification of the
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problem with Sydney's water. The Government mustwn party. | was fascinated by his claim that as a
this week announce how it will restore confidence tdormer Minister who has travelled the world he
overseas and interstate visitors who intend to comenderstands Third World conditions. It offends me
to Sydney for the Olympic Games. If we are to sellto hear people talk about Third World conditions in
tickets for the Games and fill the hotels, there is @uch a cavalier way. | am surprised that the Leader
need for confidence. The Government must restoref the National Party presumes that the problems of
that confidence this week. It is essential that the¢he Third World—and they are significant
Government deliver to those countries that providgroblems—are in any way related to the issues that
the majority of Australia's tourists—the countriesface us now.
from northern Europe, northern America and Asia—
the message that the water problem is being If he wants to belittle people's commitment to
addressed. Visitors simply will not come to Sydneythe Third World by his cavalier and irresponsible
for the Olympics, to look at the Opera House, tocomments, be it on his head; he has no
walk up Macquarie Street or to visit country Newunderstanding of Third World issues. The Leader of
South Wales if it is not possible to drink our water,the National Party also reiterated the Opposition's
use ice blocks or eat salads. 10-point plan—the plan that was released about two
weeks ago. He does not even know what his
| have a secondary interest in the debate a@pposition colleagues are saying. Nothing in the 10-
someone who represents the party looking aftgpoint plan identifies where the problem is, nor does
country New South Wales. The National Party igt provide a solution to the contamination. It
well aware that 75 per cent of Australia's touristcertainly does not suggest ways in which the
come through Sydney. If they do not come toGovernment could improve or change its tack. All it
Sydney then country New South Wales will not seeloes is cut down more trees to issue ridiculous press
them. The main arterial routes across New Soutteleases.
Wales and attractions such as the Dubbo zoo and the
Coffs Harbour porpoise pools will not get tourists if The Leader of the National Party said also that
confidence is not restored, and they will not be abl@s part of the Opposition's new plan the public
to survive without those tourists. The peoplehealth unit of the Health Department should issue
operating those businesses are doing their jod®ealth warnings. That is already happening. The
honestly and they are accepting their responsibilitied.eader of the National Party does not take the
It is time that the Minister for Health did the same. motion seriously. The Opposition is desperate to find
something to talk about, because over the past few
Dr REFSHAUGE (Marrickville—Deputy months it has been on holidays or plotting its own
Premier, Minister for Health, and Minister for demise. The corporatisation of Sydney Water is an
Aboriginal Affairs) [7.58 p.m]: Debate from issue that needs to be tackled. The coalition
Opposition members has been disappointing so fagorporatised Sydney Water in January 1995. It set
The Leader of the Opposition delivered one of thélp a new-style corporate model, which was a total
worst-prepared speeches | have ever heard. Higilure, as the report of the McClellan inquiry
speech contained no substance and provided s&owed. The report states:
information on what he thought was the cause of the
contamination, what he thought might be ways of In_my 0pir_1ion Sydney Water was not prepared for an event of
solving the issue, what he thought the Government s magnitude.
has done that he disagrees with, what the Sydney Water failed to respond to the initial contamination by
Government could have done to make things better implementing an adequate testing regime.
or what would resolve the issue more speedily. The
Leader of the National Party made a very interesting 'ts executive decision making was flawed.

admission on this issue that the Opposition has )
decided is the most important of the day. In regard to the Government's handling of the water

contamination, Mr McClellan said:

The Leader of the National Party said clearly _ _
that he prepared for today's motion of no confidence It is my view that the actions of the government through the
. . Premier and Minister Knowles in establishing an expert panel
in the Government by scratching a few notes on the ang minister Knowles accepting responsibility of informing
back of an envelope. Presumably he had been the public was essential.
thinking about the debate for some weeks, yet he
decided at the last moment that he might take #n other words, Mr MecClellan endorsed the
glove to it. It is amazing that he takes this matter sésovernment's action of taking responsibility and
lightly, but like his colleague the Leader of theworking hard. The Opposition has no credibility. It
Opposition he is under threat from rumblings in hiscorporatised Sydney Water, developed the model for
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its operation and created the circumstances undeommission, which will have statutory obligations to
which the contamination has occurred, and thensure greater protection and management of
Government is cleaning up the mess. The OppositioBydney's catchments. Additionally, a major review
has proposed no sensible course of action. Nothingill be carried out of the top management structure
in its 10-point plan would have prevented what hasf Sydney Water. With regard to my own portfolio,
occurred. The only action the Opposition has takepublic health powers and regulatory controls will be
has been to panic. Its performance on this issue issarengthened. That will include the requirement that
measure of the way it would run government—outests and other quality assurance processes be
of control. undertaken by water suppliers, requiring them to
disclose to New South Wales Health a range of
The public wants answers and action. Thenformation necessary for the proper evaluation of
Government shares the public's frustration andrinking water and safety, and empowering New
concern; it is demanding answers and attacking th8outh Wales Health to declare public health alerts in
issue. In contrast, the Leader of the Opposition iselation to drinking water supplied by any authority.
content to sit back and laugh at the people of
Sydney; he is content to demean the concerns of The system of health alerts will be reviewed
ordinary Sydneysiders. Thaustralian of 27 August and the memorandum of understanding between
reported that the Leader of the Opposition laughe&ydney Water and New South Wales Health will be
at news of the second boil water alert. The people akdrafted. The Government will also increase the
New South Wales expect leadership and the Leadéealth expertise of the board of Sydney Water. In
of the Opposition has demonstrated that he isegard to the handling of the incidents by New
incapable of leadership on this issue. He and hiSouth Wales Health, it is important to recognise that
shadow cabinet would run New South Wales like dhe department has been vigilant in ensuring that the
row of laughing clowns at the Royal Easter Show—public is regularly kept up to date on the results of
mouths open and shaking their heads. water testing, the levels of contamination, and water
boiling alerts. That is in contrast to the actions of
Fortunately the Carr Government has actedhe Opposition. Quorum formed.
quickly to identify the issues and attack the problem.
It is getting water back on track. It has established Shortly after the first contamination the
an independent panel of experts to define the risk tGovernment set up an independent advisory panel of
public health and has kept the public informed evergxpert microbiologists and parasitologists. The panel
step of the way, in contrast to what the coalition didvorked with the Director-General of Health, Mr
when in government. The former coalition Michael Reid, and the Chief Health Officer, Dr
Government had the highest readings ofAndrew Wilson, to develop an appropriate protocol
cryptosporidium ever recorded, but kept them fronfor action. The protocol set out actions to be taken
the public. The Government established thdollowing detection of any cryptosporidium or
independent inquiry under Peter McClellan, QC, tagyiardia in a sample of drinking water including:
identify the cause of the contamination. That inquirnimmediate reporting by Sydney Water to New South
has already handed down two reports and Newales Health; immediate second sampling for test
South Wales Health has acted quickly on théy Sydney Water; and if significant levels in two
recommendations. samples of either cryptosporidium or giardia are
found, the expert panel would be urgently convened.
Specifically, the Government has assumed the
role of issuing health alerts as well as improving It is important to make it clear that the
communication with Sydney Water. Thecommittee does not look at water readings alone
Government took control of the issue from day onéefore a boil-water alert is called. The committee
and its actions are in sharp contrast to those of eonsiders a range of factors, including the flow of
rudderless Opposition. Following the McClellanwater through the system, the turbidity of the water
reports the Government's response has been ragidd the rate of illness in the community. Once a
and comprehensive. The Government will present tboil-water alert is in place, the protocol for release
Parliament this session a comprehensive legislativequires three clear readings from water supply
package to better protect Sydney's water supply argburces, two clear readings and a 24-hour period of
resolve serious management failures in Sydneglear water through distribution channels, and
Water. A key part of the legislation will be to consideration by an expert panel of any evidence of
restore ministerial control over Sydney Water. disease in the community.

The Government will also investigate breaking Recent events demonstrate a degree of
up Sydney Water to create a separate catchmewariability about contamination of the Sydney
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drinking water supply. That, coupled with The rates of diarrhoeal iliness were exactly the
intermittent high readings, led the expert panel t@same in both groups—about 2 per cent, the normal
advise New South Wales Health to announce a twdackground rate for that illness. New South Wales
week boil-water alert beginning Saturday, 5Health is currently undertaking another household
September. During this period the Government isurvey as a result of the most recent boil-water alert.
stepping up its surveillance of illness in thelt is also important to note that giardiasis has now
community, including expanding public surveys ancbeen listed as a notifiable illness, and that will help
making giardia a laboratory-notifiable condition. Into determine potential or real health risks posed by
the meantime, all the normal investigations of plantontaminated water. Both these processes will enable
and catchment areas will continue and water teshe Government once again to determine whether
results will regularly be released to the public. there has been an increase in diarrhoeal illness. That
is another way in which the Carr Government is
If, at the end of the period, no increase inprotecting the health of the people of Sydney.
illness is found, the expert panel and New South
Wales Health will consider lifting the boil-water The causes of contamination and the
alert. If further water contamination occurs, thefluctuating results have led to some discussion. The
normal protocol will be followed. The protocol doeswidely varying contamination results tend to suggest
not require a boil-water alert for every incidence ofthe contamination is isolated in clumps rather than
cryptosporidium and giardia detected in the wateacross the entire water supply. Early indications
supply. Many other actions occur before a boilfrom the inquiry indicate that Warragamba Dam is
water alert is deemed necessary. The protocol makesntaminated by clumps of giardia and
it clear that other parameters, besides levels dafryptosporidium. The realities are that the parasites
parasites, need to be examined and be suggestivealf cryptosporidium and giardia are not evenly
a problem, including water turbidity and the level ofdistributed throughout the water supplies and are not
illness in the community. being completely filtered out at Prospect, as was
flagged by McClellan in his first report.
In addition, a working group of Sydney Water
and New South Wales Health officials communicate That has been considered by the expert panel
or meet daily to discuss that day's results, for thén reaching its decision to call a boil-water alert for
management of boil-water alerts and to ensuréthe next two weeks. That is the essence of the
adequate public communication. During the incident§&overnment's plan to ensure an appropriate response
water testing results have been released as soon tascontamination which best protects the health of
they are available, sometimes up to twice a day. Onine community. All expert advice indicates that it is
can only speculate about whether that level ohot just levels alone which determine appropriate
openness would have existed under a coalitiopublic health response. The Government must take a
government. A coalition government would havemore sophisticated approach to looking at levels of
known it was responsible for the badly set upllness and other water parameters. This is the third
corporate structure, and no doubt it would havevater contamination incident in two months, and is a
covered up the risks to public safety, as it coveredompletely new situation for Sydney.
up the results of testing that showed contamination
up to five times that which has been found to date. As was made clear by Mr McClellan,
protocols for the management of these incidents
It is important to put the issue of illness into must be developed. As these protocols are being
context. At the moment cryptosporidium and giardiaefined our knowledge also increases. We must have
appear to be causing no increased rates of infectiam more sophisticated approach to give the people of
amongst Sydneysiders. In 1993 during theSydney the greatest security with the least amount of
Milwaukee water contamination incident more tharinconvenience. It has been suggested that there have
100 people died and 400,000 people became ill. Theeen delays in public health warnings from the time
Milwaukee contamination occurred just before theof testing. With each public health warning the
former Government issued press releases stating tHabvernment has followed the protocols determined
cryptosporidium was of no concern. Sydney hady the expert panel and New South Wales Health.
seen nothing like the level of iliness that occurred inThe Government has moved to report results as
Milwaukee. During the second water incident, Newswiftly as technology and the experts will allow.
South Wales Health conducted a survey of 100,000
households to determine the effect on health of Technology dictates that some delay will occur
water contaminated by giardia and cryptosporidiumbetween testing and public release. The laboratory
Surveys were carried out of 500,000 households irequires time and test results must be checked. At
affected areas and 500,000 in unaffected areas. @ one stage during debate on this issue the Prime
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Minister suggested he would be prepared to help. Akalise that the buck stops with him and that the
that stage the Prime Minister probably did not knowpeople of this State want action. They want to be
that the State Government, some weeks before, hadsured that the Government is continually doing
already written to the Federal Government to ask fothings to upgrade the services that it is providing.
support through the National Health and Medical
Research Council. The State Government is quite  How has the Government been laying off the
happy for the Prime Minister to expedite thatblame? If one looks through the newspapers one will
request, even though the Leader of the Oppositiosee that the Government suggested, firstly, that the
did not seem to know what was happening. contamination was due to dead dogs; then it was due
to the irresponsibility of the manager, Chris Pollett;
The Government had announced the requeshen it was the chairman, David Hill. Then it was
some weeks prior to the decision of the Leader ofuggested that it must have been because the plant at
the Opposition to enter the discussion. TheProspect was privatised. Then it was blamed on the
Government followed directly on the McClellan heavy rains. Now it is the previous Government's
report as was reported in the media. It is obviousault. The Government continues to move the blame.
that the Opposition had other things to do—it hadrhe Minister for Health now starts to try to tie in
been using the mobile phones non-stop to try tthe Federal Government, because it has offered
organise the numbers. | would rather deal with amssistance. Now the Government will be on the
opposition that took the issue seriously than wittphone calling for assistance, and if it does not get
one which tries to perform stunts while knifing its enough assistance it will say that it is the Federal
members in the back. | would welcome a coherenGovernment's fault that we have this water
opposition that offers help and solutions. At thecontamination.
moment that rabble is providing nothing.
The people of New South Wales have had
Mr PHILLIPS (Miranda—Deputy Leader of enough. The Opposition is moving no confidence in
the Opposition) [8.18 p.m.]: | strongly support thisthe Government because of its failure to ensure the
motion of no confidence in the Government. Thamplementation of available new technologies to
main point of defence of the Premier and thecontinually upgrade the plants to maintain the city's
Minister for Health in particular is that the water quality. It is an evolving process. A system
Opposition has failed to demonstrate one thing thahay be perfect today, but one cannot keep the same
the Government has failed to do on this issue. Isystem for a whole century without changing it. The
appears to me, and | am sure to the people of Negiardia and cryptosporidium issue is about change.
South Wales, that the fundamental issue is that thé&/hen the coalition came to office in 1988 it moved
Government has failed to take the necessary actidn install filtration plants. In 1992 the coalition
to ensure that the people of Sydney continue to hawvaoved to approve the funds to build new filtration
clean drinking water. Governments need to be ablplants to the world standard at that time. Through to
to guarantee fresh water for the people of Sydneyl996, around the world more concerns were
Sydney is a major international city, which we areexpressed about giardia and cryptosporidium, and
proud of and which we want to showcase to théhe issue was starting to come through in
world during the Olympics. The Government hasgovernment reports and water board reports. For
failed to ensure that the people of Sydney havéhree years, more and more information has emerged
access to clean water. to suggest that the Government has done nothing to
ensure the State's water system is kept up to
We have seen a disgraceful display by thistandard.
Government. Every time there is a problem—
whether it be a budgetary problem, a health The Premier, the Treasurer and the Minister
problem, a gun problem, or some other problem—ifor Urban Affairs and Planning must explain to this
is always someone else's fault; it is never théarliament and the people of the State why, after
Government's fault. The Premier's great politicathree years of constant warnings, they did not
skill is to be able to lay off the blame; that is whatrespecify the contract with the private operator of
he prides himself on. He says, "Read the headlinethe Prospect plant. Why did they not change the
Find someone else to blame." It does not cut it ostandards and require a higher standard of filtration?
this issue. As Sydney enters its third water crisis inn 1996 the Opposition, along with numerous other
just over a month, the Carr Government continues tobservers, called upon the Government to react to
try to lay off the blame. It is looking—as it has the increasing threat of cryptosporidium and giardia.
done for the past three years—to blame anyon&he response of the Minister for Urban Affairs and
except itself for its abysmal failure, rather thanPlanning at that time in this Parliament was that the
accepting the responsibility. The Premier musOpposition was scaremongering. The Minister has
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failed to act. As regulator, the Government has @aping budget hole. This year it is planned to scrape
constant role to upgrade licences of this nature tbrom Sydney Water $279 million in profits. The
ensure that the interests of the public are guarante@eople of Sydney are paying their water rates and
at all times. It does not matter who owns it, whethethe Government is scraping off, as good as a tax,
it is in government hands or private hands, o%279 million. Since coming to office the
whether it is a joint venture. Government has scraped off more than $800 million
in funds out of ratepayers’ money. What capital
The primary responsibility of government is asadvancements could have been made to pipelines,
regulator. As regulator, the Government has avater filtration and catchment areas with $800
responsibility to ensure that the regulations keemillion? That would have been an enormous
pace with change and developments so that thavestment. Yet this Government has been forced to
public health of our community is not compromised.take that money from Sydney Water because of the
The ridiculousness of the entire incident washudget crisis that it has created for itself.
highlighted less than four weeks ago when thdéleanwhile, the Government is steadfastly ignoring
regulators of the licence conditions produced dhe gathering weight of evidence pointing to the
report giving Sydney Water a big tick for meetingincreasing threat posed by giardia and
all the conditions under the licence agreement. Atryptosporidium.
the same time, no-one in Sydney was drinking tap
water. A plant was operating, fulfilling the When a government reduces capital
Government's requirements, and Sydney Water givésvestment, does not keep up with technology, does
it a big tick and says it is doing everything up tonot keep up with changes, rips money out of
standard. But, at the same time, no-one is drinkingrganisations, continues to drive down the work
the water. force, does not keep its regulations up to date, the
inevitable finally happens. Parasite levels have
Whose fault is that? Is it the operator's fault,soared. Sydney Water is understaffed, overweight at
or is it the regulator's fault? Who is in charge ofthe top and simply unable to respond. Senior
standards and regulation? The Government. It is thmanagement lacks the wherewithal to understand
Government's fault; the problem rests solely with thdasic physical, microbiological and chemical
Government. The Minister should not think he carconcepts, because it lacks appropriate expertise in
solve this problem by changing the structure, bythe sciences. Sydney Water's chairman was more
sacking people, or by putting in a whole range oftoncerned about becoming a member of the Federal
smokescreens, as has been mentioned. The probl&arliament than about ensuring that the people of
is the regulation and the Minister's implementatiorSydney had safe drinking water.
of that regulation. They are the Minister's significant
failures. In other words, this crisis was a disaster
waiting to happen because of inaction by the
The next big mistake by the Carr GovernmenMinister for Urban Affairs and Planning. After three
was the sacking of the previous board. Theears of sitting on his hands, three years of running
Government came in and, as usual, wiped out théown Sydney Water and three years of his mates
board and appointed its Labor mates to the Sydnegontrolling Sydney Water, what has happened? In
Water Board. In sacking the experienced boarthe past three years massive dividends have been
members and replacing them with the likes of itsemoved from Sydney Water by the Carr
mates David Hill and Peter Sams, the GovernmerGovernment and that has made it impossible for
destroyed a team with enormous experience arBlydney Water to undertake the necessary major
expertise—a team that was steering the corporatiarapital works to improve water quality or to
through a new period of corporatisation. The lastlleviate pollution from Sydney's waste water in the
thing it needed was Mr Disaster David Hill and Hawkesbury, in the harbour or in the ocean.
Peter Sams. The Government has failed to learn
from this approach to the management of a vital What irks me and the community most is the
organisation like Sydney Water, because today wklame game that the Government continues to play.
learn it has appointed Michael Costa, of the Newlhe Government's response to the water crisis raised
South Wales Labor Council, to the board. Then the House today is to find someone new to blame.
Government stacks these boards with all its mateBhat strategy or tactic is constantly employed by the
and wonders why it does not get the performanc@remier. He said that the problem was the
required to maintain the high standards. Australian Water Services plant at Prospect in
Sydney's west, a legacy, he said, of the previous
Sydney Water has been squeezed for more ammbalition Government. The Premier conveniently
more money by a government desperate to plug itignored several facts. First, the Premier is on record
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praising the plant as "a triumph of modernServices to add pathogens to the list of parasites to
engineering and technology”. And so it was—abe treated.
world-standard triumph of engineering and

technology in 1992 when it was proposed for In 1996 and 1997, as the evidence mounted of
building. Opening the plant on 1 October 1996 thecryptosporidium and giardia posing significant health
Premier said: risks, that is exactly what the Government should

have done. The Government has failed to move and
One of the many factors contributing to the lifestyle that hashas failed to act. At any time Minister Knowles
made Sydney famous is the quality of Sydney's wate. The  coyld have used his powers under the State Owned

Prospect plant is fully automated and built to comfortably . .
meet the quality required for both present and futurecorporatIOnS Act to direct Sydney Water  to

demanl . . . Sydney's drinking water catchments have beed€Negotiate the contract to treat water for
kept in pristine condition through careful planning andcryptosporidium and giardia. When he became aware
managemen. . . Sydney now has fresh filtered water—crystal of the risks and failed to instruct that the contract be
clear, healthy and great tasting. renegotiated he failed in his duty to ensure that the

. , people of Sydney were spared the crisis now

What has happened in the two years since he saih,fonting them. Examination of this issue and the
those words? Today we hear the Premier talking,ont stance of the Government in trying to blame
about the need to change the management of thejic sector reform and private sector involvement

catchments, because it is a disaster. He is tryingayes clear that this problem stems from regulation
once again to lay off the blame, but the blame restSontrol by the Government

solely with him. The Premier made a point of

saying. It is important to note that the Carr
_ _ Government strongly supported Sydney Water Board
The Plant is a model of a successful partnership between the o . L
public and private sectors and an outstanding achieveme&orporatlsatlon In 199_4j The Minister er the
which will supply Sydney with clean drinking water for ENvironment and the Minister for Urban Affairs and
generations to come. Planning led the charge. During the corporatisation
debate the Minister for the Environment spoke for
He concluded by clinking his glass in a proud toasan inordinate time about the lack of ministerial
to Sydney Water. The second fact is that theesponsibility and accountability under the 1994
Treasurer, too, was seemingly unconcerned about tleerporatised model. Members of the present
Prospect plant when it was built in 1996. On 3Government thought the model was wrong and
December 1996Sydney Morning Heraldournalist spoke against it. Notwithstanding those views, the
David Humphries reported: Government did not change the model on coming to
office. The Labor Party, having examined the Water
Michael Egan told [trade unions] he was keen on the sale of 8oard Corporatisation Act and bleated long and hard
government-owned business which few of us would havg,hile in opposition, has passed not one amendment

heard about but which pays the wages of 2,000 workers an .o . . .
racks up $300 million in annual sales. fjo the Act in its three years since coming to office.

David Humphries was talking about Australian Yet as soon a crisis arises the Government

Water Technologies, the trading arm of Sydne);esorts to blaming the very legislation which it failed
Water. He continued:' to amend upon coming to government. The

Premier's role in setting new standards in avoiding
The Treasurer talked about getting an "equity partner" forreSponSib”ity should be closely examined. As the
AWT so that it could fulfil its ambition of getting into the Leader of the Opposition stated previously, in 1992
Asia-Pacific to compete for big water and sewerage projects. and 1996 the Premier publicly endorsed private
sector involvement in water filtration provision and
Both the Premier and the Treasurer were enthusiastibe performance of the Prospect plant. Earlier the
about the Prospect plant and Australian Wateteader of the Opposition read extracts from a letter
Technologies just two years ago. They were effusiveigned by Bob Carr and Pam Allan in 1992 which
in their praise. Two years ago they said it was thelearly demonstrated their full support for private
best, the cleanest water in the world, but now thegector involvement and the provision of water
are trying to find anybody and everybody to blamefiltration at Prospect.
The problem, however, rests in their lap; is on their
desk, and it is one they have to solve. What has However, recently on the Graham Richardson
changed in the past two years? The third fact thatadio program the Premier made two significant
the Premier conveniently ignores is that hisabout-faces—one on private sector involvement in
Government had the capacity to renegotiate thevater filtration and the other on electricity
Government's contract with Australian Waterprivatisation. Let us cast our minds back to 1995,
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when none other than the Premier made thwant an assurance from the Government that it will
following statement in relation to the State Ownedmplement a program and provide capital investment
Corporations Amendment Bill, the bill which to upgrade our water system so that high-quality
governs the degree of responsibility andwater can be guaranteed. The health of our people
accountability of government corporations, includingand the reputation of Sydney around the world
Sydney Water. The Premier stated: depend on action by the Government. This is no
time for the political stunts that the Premier is so

The bill will ensure that this Government is accountable forgood at.

the operations of a statutory State owned corpomatio. That

is the kind of Government we are. Let me summarise what has happened. Blame
has been attributed for the Prospect treatment plant.
Bob Carr supported the development of that plant.
He opened it, and he praised it. Bob Carr supported

... | believe that the public also expects that these bodies . t t . | t i th filtrati f
should be obliged to display a sense of social responsibility private  sector involvement 1n € nitraton 0o

the conduct of their commercial activities, and should beSydney's water. Now he is saying that privatisation
accountable for their actions. The Government is committed téS the cause of the problem. That is just not true.

ensuring that these public expectations are futfille . It is  Bob Carr supported corporatisation of the Water
another promise kept by, and another big tick for, thisBoal’d. Now he is saying that is a problem. He has
Government. " .

made political appointments to the board of Sydney
té{Vater. That most definitely is a problem when those
Not one Minister of this Government has been hel ppointed are mates and not people of competence.

accountable or responsible for the water crisis..Ob Carr has stnpp_ed the_waFer board of funds, at a
’-Pme when substantial capital investment was needed

He went on to say:

However, the Government has done the opposi

Instead, anything and everyone else is being blame

or water treatment processes, the lining of pipes,

Let me illustrate how effusive Bob Carr has bee h tocti ¢ catch " di i
about the quality of water in Sydney, indicating that''® Protection of catchment areas, and improvemen
of treatment plants. In that time the Carr

he does not expect his Ministers to perform. | go ! »
back to 9 September 1997. This was a stateme{fo’enment has ripped $800 million from Sydney
made by Bob Carr when on a trip to Lebanon, ad at€» @ major tax on the people of New South
provided by Australia Monitoring Services: ales.

Mr Knowles: A chairman resigned because of

| mean, there's no French or American group or Egyptial . L
group that will do it better. When it comes to water treatmenrt}he dividend the coalition extracted from the board.

as well, we've got Sydney Water represented by Paul Broad
here and their general manager, three other groups and again, ~Mr PHILLIPS: Labor made that an art form.

we've got real expertise when it comes to managing wastét least the coalition was upgrading the system.
water and protecting and enhancing the quality of drinking] ghor stopped the upgrading of the system, and that
water. is the fundamental difference. Also, the price of a

kilolitre of water for th le of Syd has b
What has happened in just 12 months? Why hav , OIITE O warer Jor e people of Syaney has heen

the Premier and his Ministers suddenly changegllcreasmj from 65 cents to about 85 cents.

their mind and why do they want to blame everyone Mr Knowles: Eighty cents.

else? When will the Ministers realise that they are

responsible for what is going on, that they are Mr PHILLIPS: | thank the Minister for the

responsible for the failure to upgrade Sydney's wateforrection, but it is still a substantial increase during

system over the past three years. That is why thighe term of the Labor Government. Yet it has not

dead cat has landed on their desk. The people @bntinued to upgrade the water systems of this State.

New South Wales do not want a blame game; theyhat has been nothing but an extra tax on the

want positive action, and they want that action nowprogram. Labor has been ignoring the ever-growing

They do not want the Government's response @vidence and information that has been coming

testing the water while allowing them to continueforward on this growing problem of the need to do

drinking it, of waiting to see if anyone gets sick, ofsomething to upgrade our water treatment plants.

waiting to see what happens. Labor set new standards in water quality but,

stupidly, in setting those new standards, failed to

Nor do the people want a stunt involving invest appropriately in new technology as it became

restructuring of the board of Sydney Water—sackingwailable to guarantee clean water for the residents

a few people, reversing corporatisation andf Sydney.

appointing new boards in the catchment areas. The

people of New South Wales do not want any of that The real point of this debate on the motion of

nonsense because that will not fix the problem. Thepo confidence in the Government is that Labor has
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been in government for three years. The issue dfacked by proper and independent analyses of the
provision of water filtration to render our water safecash management and capital programs of the
from giardia and cryptosporidium has been @rganisation. The current dividend regime was
changing and developing issue. The previougerified by Coopers and Lybrand after some fairly
Government moved to install treatment standardsxhaustive research.

which it strongly supported. Time has moved on,

standards have changed, but the Government has Compare that with the fact that the coalition
failed in its responsibility to ensure that treatmentried to pass off the special dividends of $200
plants, pipes and catchments continue to beillion as asset exchanges for which Sydney Water
improved to ensure water quality in this Statereceived the grand prizes of a swamp, a silted river,
Government members may present arguments thatgolf course and the Alexandra Canal. That caused
they have done this or that, or they may blame thithe collapse of the clean waterways program in
person or that person, but the bottom line is that i1993-94 and directly led to the resignation of the
Sydney | cannot do today what | had been able téormer chairman David Harley in protest. At the

do up to six weeks ago. parliamentary inquiry David Harley and many other
people gave evidence about their performance on
Mr Nagle: Yes you can. dividends which demonstrated that not only the

clean waterways program but also the pipe cleaning
Mr PHILLIPS: | can, because | live in the program had collapsed. The pipe cleaning program
Sutherland shire. But | cannot turn on a tap in thigvas an instrumental and fundamental part of the
Parliament and in most places in Sydney and knowlleged success or otherwise of the water filtration
that | can drink the water without getting sick. Thatplants that were being brought on line during the
is the concern of Sydney people. They want théhquiry.
Government to fix that problem. It is a disgrace that
on this first day back in Parliament Government  The former Government gutted $200 million
members want to play the blame game. | support thom the organisation and stopped the pipe cleaning
motion of no confidence in the Government. program and the clean waterways program.
Consequently, Sydney Water's capital program was
Mr KNOWLES (Moorebank—Minister for put in_ jeopardy,_ and S_ydngy Water's capital
Urban Affairs and Planning, and Minister for expend!ture went mtq a tail spin after that. Capital
Housing) [8.48 p.m.]: At the outset | will deal with expenditure has only just recovered, and we are now

some of the nonsense inherent in the remarks of tﬁléltnessmg Wsubstantl?l . expentd|rt]ure ?tn capltall
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. No wonder he angrograms. \We are piaying caich-up afer severa

the Leader of the Opposition are under challenge fof®ars of inadequate gapltgl_ expenditure as  a
their positions. Frankly, their performance in aconsequence of the special dividend payment. | turn

now to water prices. We have been told that the

debate on a motion of no confidence in the rice of water has increased. | can demonstrate that
Government was appalling. They exhibited a lack of . " .
n at least 20 different occasions members opposite

research or direct knowledge of matters that havd S -
been the subject of enormous debate in thigupported the principle of the Independent Pricing
Parliament since 1992-93 that was nothing short offmd Regulatory Tribunal determining prices.
disgraceful. At least they could have come into the
Chamber armed with facts and proper information i

support of their argument.

However, members opposite will not admit
Mhat during the parliamentary inquiry into Sydney
Water and establishment of the water filtration
. ) plants the chairman of the inquiry, the honourable

| make a number of points to deal with somememper for Manly, and | asserted that the water
of the nonsense put forward by them, but | deal withijtration plants would lead to increased water prices,
those matters in no particular order. The House hagat prices would inevitably be passed on to Sydney
just been told that it is a disgrace that Michael Costgonsumers. That was hotly denied by the former
and before him Peter Sams were appointed to thggministration. Indeed, during the inquiry there was
board. The fact is that legislation provides that they|ear evidence that prices would not be passed on.
are members of the board. Indeed, the Labogadly, at that time there was a whistleblower, or
Council of New South Wales can nominate twosomeone made a mistake. In a 1993 article Greg
people from which the Minister can select one folkjamus, the former manager of the lllawarra region,
appointment to the board. That is in accordance withhade it absolutely clear not only that the price of
coalition legislation. The House has just heard theéhe water treatment plants would be passed on to
assertion that this Government ripped dividends owWonsumers but that the cost of water would increase
of the Sydney Water organisation. The dividendsrom 65¢ a kilolitre to $1.15 a kilolitre over the next
paid by Sydney Water under this Government argew years.
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Surprise! Surprise! When | became Minister Ifor cryptosporidium and giardia. That fairly
found that Sydney Water had made a submission tmndamental reform moved Sydney Water into a
what was formerly the Government Pricing Tribunalposition to adopt health standards. The Government
for the full price to be passed on. | suspended thatlso objected to the corporatisation of Sydney Water
submission until a further full inquiry had beenbecause Environment Protection Authority
undertaken. History shows that Sydney Water antegulations were not up to standard. At that time the
the Government of the day lied about the cost ofabor Opposition moved an amendment which
water. Not only does New South Wales have amstated that Sydney Water should not be corporatised
independent process for setting prices, and not onlynless and until what was then euphemistically
does Sydney have very competitive water andermed EPA stage two legislation was in place.
sewerage rates compared with other water authoriti¢sowever, the former Government, the honourable
around Australia; New South Wales also has the bigmember for Manly and others rejected the
lie of the former Government which said that theamendment.
cost of the water filtration plants, including the $250
million water filtration plant at Prospect, could be That legislation is now in place: the Minister
absorbed in the Sydney Water program. for the Environment introduced it in this House. In

addition, in 1995 | issued section 117 directions to

The former Government passed on the cost aleal with proper catchment management to ensure
the water filtration plants to consumers, which isthat we did not go through a laborious regional
why we have the current pricing regime. Memberenvironmental planning process lasting several years.
opposite said that the Government did nothing tdhis Government moved quickly to establish a better
change the corporate model. It is a matter of publicegulatory framework for an operator which, at the
record that Labor when in opposition voted againstime of corporatisation, was using 15-year-old
the corporatisation of Sydney Water on the basidrinking water standards. The former Government
that the regulatory framework was inadequate. Thdid not care; it lied to the people about water prices
honourable member for Manly will well recall a and it ripped the guts out of the organisation with a
meeting in Robert Webster's office at which Roberspecial dividend payment in the previous two years.
Webster, the honourable member for Manly, the€n top of that, it gave a guarantee that the water
honourable member for Bligh, the former membetreatment plants would "remove 99.9 per cent of
for South Coast, John Hatton, others and | debatettyptosporidium and giardia”.
the matter so that members opposite could decide
which way to vote on the corporatisation of Sydney The guarantee was given on the basis that
Water. there was evidence at that time that cryptosporidium

and giardia were an issue that would need to be

Members opposite voted for corporatisationdealt with, despite what the Leader of the
despite the strong view that | expressed at thaDpposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
meeting and in the Parliament that the regulatorjhave said today. Today in the Parliament the
framework was inadequate. | suspect that some @overnment released two reports which verify that
the chickens have come home to roost. | rejedlact. Despite what Sydney Water may have said
entirely the claim by the Deputy Leader of theduring the inquiry—and, indeed, up to and including
Opposition that the Government has done nothing996—and despite what members opposite may or
since that time to improve the regulatory frameworkmay not have chosen to understand, learn or believe,
One of the first things | did was to ensure thatthe Government ensured that cryptosporidium and
Sydney Water moved immediately from the 15-yeargiardia were factored into the consideration of the
old water quality standards used by the Leader dfealth standards for the performance of Sydney
the Opposition when he was a shareholder at thé/ater's supply.
time Sydney Water was corporatised to the 1996
National Health and Medical Research Council What gets up my nose is the fact that the
standards. The Deputy Leader of the Oppositioeputy Leader of the Opposition was the Minister
used 1980 standards for a 1995 corporatisation.  for Health from 1992 until the change of

government in 1995. What was his purpose in not

Today's licence shows that the onlynotifying the community about a cryptosporidium
improvement the Leader of the Opposition wouldevel of 58,000 oocysts in 100 litres of water? As
have required was a gradual move to the 198te Premier said today, that is more than five times
standards. The Government leapt straight over thihe levels we are dealing with now. It is a notifiable
1987 standards to the 1996 standards. Thievel in anyone's language. However, the Deputy
Government made cryptosporidium a notifiableLeader of the Opposition pretended that he did not
disease from 1 January 1997, which required testingnow about it or that standards had changed. The
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fact is that the Deputy Leader of the Oppositionsupply—and, of course, the boiled water alerts—but,
neglected to tell the public about the levels at thaits main and overriding concern is and always will
time. be the protection of Sydney residents' health. That
means, of course, that the Government will continue
This Government has chosen to give the publito take all necessary precautions to provide safe and
all the information as and when it becomesclean drinking water. The Government certainly
available. The Deputy Leader of the Oppositioracknowledges, as | have acknowledged on numerous
cannot pretend that he did not know about the issueccasions, the inconvenience that Sydney people
at that time, or that it was not an issue back then butave had to endure, particularly in light of the fact
it may be an issue now. As a consequence, ththat the results of the high-level tests for
coalition stands condemned for its performance imryptosporidium and giardia have indicated no
relation to the commitments and promises it made teignificant increase in illness.
the community at that time in relation to pricing, the
performance of the treatment plants and notifying Overseas experience has clearly demonstrated
the community about health risks, and its failure tadhat these micro-organisms, when found in water
treat people truthfully and honestly. Duringsupplies, can cause serious illness. That is why, of
parliamentary debates and the McClellan inquiry @ourse, the Government has taken such a
lot more information will emerge about the precautionary approach. In addition, there is clearly
coalition's performance. Obviously the Leader of the need to go beyond Sydney and examine national
Opposition is swinging in the breeze. He isstandards, because the 1996 National Health and
desperate to find something on which to handVledical Research Council standards do not require
himself as people marshall the numbers around hintesting for cryptosporidium and giardia. New South
It would appear that the Deputy Leader of theWales is one of the few water suppliers in this
Opposition is dead meat, but people have not takerountry that requires the testing in the context of
the time to cut him down. international experience.

My advice to members of the Opposition is to Until we have a national approach to this issue
stop pretending they did not know. They did know.there will always be uncertainty about what
The record demonstrates it. Quite clearly theconstitutes a notifiable risk or otherwise. It is,
Opposition is now trying to cover up the fact that ittherefore, entirely appropriate that the Premier has
failed to notify the public, and is trying to smudgeasked the Prime Minister to fast-track the work of
over the fact that it fundamentally dismantled thehe NHMRC to establish national drinking water
structure of our water supply system and made falsstandards for cryptosporidium and giardia. Sydney
promises to the community back in the days wheiWwWater in the meantime has benchmarked its
the water filtration plants were being establishedmonitoring program against those undertaken by
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said in hismajor water companies in the United States of
opening remarks that the fundamental issue in thidmerica. The three recent contamination outbreaks
debate is the provision of clean water. | would gchave, of course, provided us all with an opportunity
one step further and say it is more than that: it is théo examine not only what happened during the
protection of public Health. specific incidents, but, of course, the management

and the corporate governance arrangements

The delineation could not be clearer. Despitesurrounding the treatment of Sydney's drinking water
the frustration, anger and hostility of the community supply.
the uncertainty surrounding the issue and the
commentary by numerous experts about the various The issues, of course, date back to the
levels of risk associated with the outbreak ofprevious administration when the path of
cryptosporidium and giardia, the Government hasorporatisation was constructed for contracts for
chosen to notify the public and take the mosiSydney's private water filtration plants and when
conservative and precautionary approach to théhey were signed. They will also be the subject of a
problem. That should be compared with thefinal report by Mr McClellan, who is conducting the
performance of the former Government—the Leadeindependent inquiry. Honourable members will recall
of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of thehat the McClellan inquiry was established on 31
Opposition were both former Ministers for July once it became clear that the parties
health—and its failure to notify the public. involved—namely, Sydney Water, the Health

Department as regulator, and the private operators of

The Government shares the Sydneyhe Prospect plant, Australian Water Services—were
community's frustration over the recent and repeateid dispute over the cause of the contamination and
incidents of contamination of our drinking waterthe appropriate procedures for alerting the public.
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The Government took control of the situationrainfall seen in the catchment area for at least six
because the Premier and | were dissatisfied with thgears. It is interesting to note that the intensity of
level and consistency of advice we had received antthe flow into Warragamba Dam is believed to have
because we believed it to be in the best interests deen the greatest in decades, given that it rose from
the public to establish an independent ana level of 55 per cent to overflowing in just ten
transparent process to examine all relevant aspectiays. Mr McClellan indicated in his second interim
During the initial contamination incident, the report that extremely high levels of rainfall
Government appointed an independent panel dbllowing long periods of drought resulted in a
expert microbiologists to monitor the testingnumber of possible causes for the presence of
procedures for cryptosporidium and giardia and t@ryptosporidium and giardia in the dam.
advise the Government on the need for both the
implementation and lifting of public health alerts. These included a significant amount of faecal

matter in the catchment area flowing into the dam,

The panel has continued to work with Newthe scouring of settled sediment in the dam and the
South Wales health authorities and Sydney Water toverflow of poorly treated sewage from
establish the protocols for future testing regimescouncil-operated sewerage treatment plants due to
The Government will maintain the services of thethe downpour. Suffice it to say that Mr McClellan
expert panel until such time as it is satisfied that thdas clearly separated the first incident from the
best procedures for testing and monitoring thessecond and third outbreaks. Nevertheless, as a result
micro-organisms are firmly in place. The McClellanof the later incidents, filtration experts were flown in
inquiry has already presented two interim reportfrom the United States and the United Kingdom to
which have been released to the public. The firsassist Australian experts in pinpointing the exact
report deals primarily with the possible source ohature of the problem. These experts are currently
contamination, while the second concentrates mongorking with the McClellan inquiry and will advise
specifically on management issues, including then ways to prevent further contamination of
procedures in place for alerting the public to anySydney's drinking water supply.
potential health risks.

The Government will not do be forced into

The reports primarily reflect on the first any knee-jerk and expensive reaction which may in
incident between 21 July and 4 August. In thoséhe end amount to very little. It has, however,
reports, Mr McClellan raised the scouring of thetightened controls in catchment management and
Upper Prospect canal or changes in operation atvestigated the establishment of a catchment
Prospect Water Filtration Plant due to maintenanceommission. These new measures include tighter
as the more likely sources of contamination, givertontrols over council and sewage treatment plants,
the absence of any preceding heavy rainfallincreased acquisition of private land in the
However Mr McClellan continues to stress that thecatchment area, further restriction of access to the
exact nature of contamination for this first incidentexclusion zones around the catchment—including
remains the subject of intense investigation. tougher penalties and continued acceleration of

sewerage facilities in the Oaks and Oakdale areas

In his second report, Mr McClellan heavily south of Warragamba Dam.
criticised the management of Sydney Water for its
handling of the first incident and urged the The search for solutions brings me back to the
Government to make a number of changes whickssue of national drinking water standards for
have already been acted upon. They included: tharyptosporidium and giardia. Honourable members
strengthening of the protocols between Sydnewill appreciate that this has been one of the
Water and New South Wales Health; theenduring frustrations of recent months and that is
introduction of legislative amendments to give mewhy the Government is keen for Mr Howard to
as relevant Minister, more direct control over theinstruct the NHMRC to use Sydney's example in
Sydney Water Corporation; increased transparenajetermining a national standard for cryptosporidium
of information in relation to testing and monitoring; and giardia in drinking water. | suspect, of course,
and the establishment by Sydney Water and Newhat such action will meet with a degree of
South Wales Health of contingency and emergencsesistance and reservation from other States and
plans to deal with any future incidents. Territories, given that they either do not test or test

irregularly for these organisms.

In relation to the second and third water
contamination incidents it must be noted that the New South Wales will continue to maintain
high readings of cryptosporidium and giardia in thehe most rigorous testing procedures for
water supply immediately followed the greatestcryptosporidium and giardia in the country, based on
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overseas experience. Routine monitoring for thes®r cryptosporidium and giardia he told reporters, as
organisms in Sydney water filtration plants began imeported in the Sydney Morning Herald
late 1996 on a fortnightly basis. In November 1997'Cryptosporidium to the best of my knowledge
it was stepped up to include testing at customersvasn't around then."
taps. From June this year, and prior to the first
contamination incident, that testing regime by That statement clearly defies belief and
Sydney Water was once again accelerated to includkemonstrates the extraordinary lengths to which the
three types of monitoring; routine, project-based antleader of the Opposition will go to cover up and
event-based. deceive the public over this issue. What was the
Leader of the Opposition doing when his former
Routine monitoring involves fortnightly or administration was moving flat out to contract
monthly monitoring of source waters at the wateprivate operators to build, own and operate Sydney's
filtration plant inlets, twice monthly monitoring of water treatment plants on the promise that the plants
filtered water samples from the water filtration plantwould remove 99.9 per cent of cryptosporidium and
outlets and twice monthly monitoring of each majorgiardia from Sydney's drinking water supply? What
supply system sample at the customers' taps. Projestas he doing when my immediate predecessor, his
based monitoring of selected source watecolleague Robert Webster, repeated that claim to
catchments involves monthly sampling of selectedParliament on 23 September 1992? Where was he
catchment inflows that are considered to be avhen the joint select committee particularly noted
potential source of cryptosporidium and giardiathat evidence from representatives of the Water
Event monitoring provides data over and above théBoard and the responses of Robert Webster to the
collected by routine and project-based samplingnquiry made it clear that the water filtration plants
This program is initiated by events such as floodswould deal with 99.9 per cent of cryptosporidium
water filtration plant malfunctions and point sourceand giardia?
contamination.
The evidence strongly suggests that the Leader
As | have indicated, testing for of the Opposition could not have been unaware of
cryptosporidium and giardia is still not acryptosporidium and giardia. The evidence
requirement of the 1996 National Health anddemonstrates that he knew; he just did not care.
Medical Research Council guidelines for drinkingGuarantees made it clear that the coalition hoped
water standards, yet this Government hashat the performance of these plants would deal with
implemented a testing regime that ensures careftthe problem it knew about but failed to tell the
and consistent monitoring of Sydney's drinkingpublic about. On behalf of the people of Sydney, |
water supply. As | said earlier, that testing regime igeel insulted by those failures. That is, of course, in
based on those of United States of America watestark contrast to the Government's handling of this
authorities, including cities such as New York, Sammatter. It has fully informed the public, told it the
Francisco and Washington. As | said in my openingruth and kept it informed. Today the Premier
remarks, the situation under former governmenteeleased a report by Dr Primrose Hutton which
was very different. Under the Greiner and Faheynakes it clear that as early as 1992 the former
governments some infrequent testing by Sydne@Government knew about cryptosporidium and
Water and the former Water Board occurredgiardia.
between 1991 and 1995. Even with such limited
testing, Sydney Water became aware of high levels  During the parliamentary inquiry questions
of cryptosporidium in its drinking water supply in were repeatedly asked by me, by Richard Jones and
late 1992. by the honourable member for Manly, and
government officials gave substantial evidence of the
However, that did not encourage the coalitiorpotential problems. However, they made it clear also
to step up testing, and it did not lead to anythat the water filtration plants would deal with the
significant upgrading of drinking water standardsproblem. Explicit statements were found in the
when the former Government finally corporatisedenvironmental impact statement determination report
Sydney Water with 15-year-old, 1980 drinking waterby Paul Broad, the then managing director of the
standards. At the time, the Leader of the OppositionWater Board, in the evidence given to the joint
for the short-term future, was Treasurer and theelect committee by Robert Webster and
principal shareholder of Sydney Water. | note alsoepresentatives of the Water Board, and in any
he was at one time the Minister for Health. Yetnumber of other places during the inquiry.
when asked at a press conference on 2 August why
he allowed Sydney Water to be corporatised with By the time Mr McClellan finishes the inquiry
15-year-old drinking water standards that did not tesand delivers the remainder of his report these issues
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will be dealt with thoroughly. The people of Sydneycan be carried. Let us make no mistake: the State
have paid many hundreds of millions of dollars for afaces a crisis in the provision of a fundamental
water cleansing system that clearly did not meet theervice, that is, the provision of water.
expectations and promises made by the originators
of the contracts. Of all the members of this House, My first remarks are directed at the current
only the honourable member for Manly and | recallGovernment. It cannot slide away from
the difficulties involved in trying to get information responsibility for the present problem. | am sick and
through a range of Standing Order 54 motions antired of governments constantly blaming those who
letters backwards and forwards to the players, bwere in office before them. It is fair enough if it is
even then information was withheld. It might nowin the first few months of a government's term of
be five years later, but | assure this Parliament thaiffice, but the Government has been in office for 3%
the truth will come out. We will determine whetheryears. It knew about the problems in catchment
the problem we are dealing with now is merely a seareas and the water treatment plants. In fact, the
of specific and isolated incidents or whether itMinister for Urban Affairs and Planning and the
involves systemic issues that go back to the heaMlinister for the Environment were members of the
and cause of the rationale behind the establishmeaommittee that inquired into Sydney's water supply.
of water filtration plants as one component of the
cleansing mechanisms for Sydney's water supply. The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning,
who is responsible for Sydney Water, was a
Guarantees of 99.9 per cent clearanceSignatory to the majority report of the committee.
undertakings that the water filtration plants wouldHe is aware of the problems that were anticipated by
not cost ratepayers more, and guarantees that tmembers of the committee in relation to the water
dividend programs would not affect the capitaltreatment plants. He signed the document which said
program and result in the co||apse of the C|earﬁhey should not be commissioned. A month after the
Waterways program will be dealt with, as well astabling of the report and following the disclosures
many other matters, during the course of this debatgnder Standing Order 54 the Minister for the
| was here in 1993, | am still here now, and | assur&nvironment expressed concerns about the choice of
the House that my determination to seek informatiolNew South Wales Water Services to build the
has not changed one iota between then and now.Prospect plantiansardof 10 May 1994 reveals that
will be here at the end of this debate to make suréhe said:
that those who have their fingerprints all over these
deals are called to account and that the information . . .
. . environmental assessments; second, project delivery
is made public. The results of the. Cal!s to gxpand assessment; third, process assessment; and, fourth, operation
the terms of reference of the inquiry will be assessment
interesting. There are people in this Chamber and in
former administrations who will be called upon toThat is when the successful tenderer was being
answer questions by the time this debate ishosen. In each case Wyuna Water was ranked
completed. | reject the motion and | urge the Houssjrst, but was unsuccessful. New South Wales Water
particularly the honourable member for Manly, toServices was the successful tenderer. On the same
acknowledge the truth of much of what | am saying.day the Minister said:

The tender evaluation panel had regard to four aspects: first,

Dr MACDONALD (Mamy) [9.18 p.m.]: For The prototy_pe testing carried out to datg_ vyith your nominated
many years | believed Sydney Water would prove to process using both clean water and artificially dirty water has
. not convinced us that your process is viable with the media
be the nemesis of the New South Wales you provided.
Government. In a sense that is what is now

happening. The history of this matter ranges ovef, other words, the present Minister for the
two governments and is characterised b¥environment, who was a member of the committee,
incompetence and neither side of politics hasold this Parliament a month after the report came
anything to be proud of. out that she was well aware of the shortcomings of
and misgivings with the Prospect plant. Those

Mr Knowles: Nor have you, Peter. | have shortcomings and misgivings have come home to

your Hansardsas well. roost. The Premier's speech today was completely
unacceptable. 1 thought it was an amazing
Dr MACDONALD: | listened to the Minister performance for the leader of a government which

in silence and with respect. | ask him to do thehas had a motion of no confidence moved against
same. A no confidence motion should be baseil. This is the first such motion that | can remember
either on maladministration or corruption. One ofbeing moved against any government during the
those matters must be proven before such a motiagight years | have been a member of this Parliament.
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The Premier spent 15 or 20 minutes telling that had serious doubts about both the benefit and cost
House that there were problems in 1992, 1993 anenefit of the plants. | asked Mr Manzi of Sydney
1994, when there were very high levels ofWater whether he could guarantee that
cryptosporidium. That is important information andcryptosporidium would be removed from the water
puts the Opposition in a bad light. The Premiersupply, and he said, "No."
spoke about the report by Dr Primrose Hutton and
the fact there were 50,000 oocysts per 100 litres. So the Minister responsible for Sydney Water
That is damning and supports the contention | puknows that water treatment plants do not remove
forward earlier that neither side of politics hascryptosporidium. He knows that the choice of New
anything to be proud of in this whole debacle. TheSouth Wales Water Services as the successful
Government came to office in 1995. If the Premietenderer for the Prospect plant was the wrong
knew about the problem, why did he not dochoice, as the Minister for the Environment
something about it? indicated in her speech to this House in May 1994.

It was clear the committee was unhappy about that,

Had the Government given proper care andut the government of the day, which is now in
attention to Sydney's supply of drinking water, toOpposition, bulldozed ahead with it. The majority of
maintaining the catchments, to the cleanliness of thine committee was held up to ridicule. | was
dams and to the effectiveness of the water treatmenitliculed both inside and outside Parliament, and
plants, it should have had access to the Primrog@embers of the Opposition today have mud in their
Hutton report. The Premier should have had thagyes because many of the problems they caused
information. He should have known for five yearshave now come back to haunt them. Indeed, they
that there had been levels of cryptosporidium fivehave come back to haunt all of us.
times higher than those recorded at the present time.
| had hoped the Premier would convince me, as a The other matter of grave concern to the
member of Parliament who has to make a decisiopommittee was the fact that there were no catchment
on this motion, why | should have confidence in hismanagement alternatives. There is a feeling of deja
Government's actions. However, he has not spelled: about what is happening in 1998. Five years ago
that out to me at all. there was a debate about whether it is better to

manage catchments or to put in treatment plants to

The Joint Select Committee upon the Sydneyreat water of variable quality. It was clear to the
Water Board, which | chaired, took submissions angommittee—and the Minister for the Environment
deliberated in 1993-94. A report was published iwill remember this—that Sydney Water had not
April 1994. As | said earlier, two of the Ministers in examined or priced the alternative of catchment
the current Government—the Minister for Urbanmanagement; it pushed ahead with the expensive,
Affairs and Planning and the Minister for the gold-plate option of water treatment plants.
Environment—were members of that committee and
were well aware of its findings. The committee The government of the day was quite
examined a wide range of activities of the Watedeceptive. It seems to me that it knew that the water
Board and made recommendations. It examined tH&eatment plants would not remove cryptosporidium,
Clean Waterways program, how water should b&ecause it was represented on the committee. It
regulated and the activities of the Governmenknew cryptosporidium was around. The comments
Pricing Tribunal. It examined catchment and deman@n page 100 of the members of the former
management, environmental standards, strategigovernment who dissented from the majority report

planning, the special environment levy dividends, efnake interesting reading.  In their minority
cetera, and made a series of recommendations. comments the Government members—who included

the honourable member for Davidson, the

| particularly want to draw the attention of the honourable member for Ku-ring-gai and the

House to the recommendations that appear on pafj@nourable member for The Hills—said:
97 of the report which relate to the water treatment
plants. The Minister responsible for Sydney Water In Iat(_e 1992_, tw_o dangerous gastr_ot_enteritis-causing protozogn
and the Minister for the Environment joined with the Paasites, giardia and cryptosporidium, were discovered in

. . Water Board storages. The levels of cryptosporidium
majority members of that committee and agreed on giscovered were similar to those which caused public
recommendation 28(b), which advocated that the emergencies in the USA and the UK.
contracts for the two water treatment plants that had
not then been signed should not be proceeded wito in 1994 members of the current Opposition drew
until a cost-benefit study of the plants had beerto the attention of the House that high levels of both
prepared. The committee made that recommendatigrathogens were discovered in Water Board storages,
because of submissions it had received. In additio@nd they used that to justify the choice of water
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treatment plants, even though they knew the watgecommended in the report in recommendations
treatment plants would not remove the pathogen®g(b), (c), (d) and (f). The majority of the
Today the House has heard that the levels wer@mmittee recommended that there be tougher
much worse. Recordings of 50,000 oocysts per 10fgqulatory frameworks. Had they been introduced,
litres have been referred to. Nevertheless, Robefe would not be facing the problems today. It was
Webster went ahead and signed the contract. He jacommended that the board should publish for
quoted at page 89 of the report as saying: public comment an annual auditing system and draft
performance measures by which key senior

| am aware that the Committee is concerne_d as to whether Wevecutive staff could be held accountable,
need these plants at all and whether they will open the way for

the Board to slacken its catchment management practicesﬂart_'CUIarly regarding the_ success or failure of
can assure the Committee that these plants will provide thachievement of water quallty goals and the current

Board with no such opportunity. Perhaps the strongesstate of water and the quality and quantity the plant
incentive of all will come into play in forcing the Board to operators have provided
look after its catchment when the treatment plants come on the '

line. It is called a business incentive. . . .
Other recommendations in relation to

Robert Webster was convinced that the plants woulgccountability included implementation of quality
work. Robert Webster went ahead and signed for thand quantity targets in the contracts being made a
plants and Robert Webster was absolutely wrong?erformance measure of the appointed board. It was
Since then the board has slackened its catchmeftsO recommended that annual reports and external
management practices and become sloppy. peteydits should specifically account for the success or
McClellan is moving towards identifying that the failure of the plants. None of that happened. In the
problem lies above the Prospect water treatmerifiree or four years since the plants were
plant, not in it or below it. The same coalition thatcommissioned there has been absolutely no
signed for the water treatment plants is nowaccountability and now at the end of the day they
behaving as though its hands are clean, and its hantidve proved to be a disaster. The government of the
are not clean. The government of the day ridiculedlay rejected a tougher regulatory framework when
people such as the present Minister for théSydney Water was corporatised. | am convinced that
Environment and me for taking a strong stand orgorporatisation of Sydney Water was a good thing.
this issue. The coalition is not prepared to accept itslad it still been a government department the
responsibility. The Deputy Leader of the Nationalinformation we received in the last six weeks
Party, in his contribution to the debate on a matteprobably would never have come out. So
of public importance in May 1994, really got stuckcorporatisation has brought its benefits. At the time |
into the then Opposition and me. He said: moved an amendment to strengthen the role of the
licence regulator. But that was rejected by the

Let me refer to the mud that the Opposition and thecoalition Government.
honourable member for Manly have thrown at these plants. In

desperation, they have tried every dirty trick and used every . . . .
little lefty cliche they could possibly conjure up: water What | am drawmg to the House's attention is

bills . . . Sydney's wate. . . being sold of . . . that the movers of the no confidence motion have to
be careful that they do not prove to be absolute
He said that we were making wild claims that thehypocrites as they have a lot of blood on their
technology was no good. He should be very redhands. We need to set very clear water quality goals.
faced because, frankly, the technology is no good. [the failure of national water quality guidelines to
has proved to be a failure. It has not been able teet cryptosporidium standards has now been brought
cope with the wvariations in the flow of into focus. There should be a clear accountability
cryptosporidium. He should have known that. Therenechanism. Australia has fallen behind. In the
were reports in 1993 and 1994 that cryptosporidiununited Kingdom a current discussion paper on
could be found in amounts up to five times thosecryptosporidium sets the level at 10 per 100 litres.
detected in the current crisis. Yet the coalition wentrhe findings at Warragamba Dam last weekend or
ahead and signed for the treatment plant, which @he weekend before were 10,000. The findings in
said was wonderful. People at that time, includingl993-94 were 50,000. The British standard is being
the present Minister for the Environment and |, saicet at one cryptosporidium oocyst per 10 litres. It is
that it would not work. Of course, it has not worked.being argued in the United Kingdom that it should
| am not going to get angry about it but the Houseye a criminal offence to allow that level to be
should be reminded of it. exceeded, that there should be continuous
monitoring of cryptosporidium levels and that the
The coalition also resisted the introduction ofresults should be on the public record and constantly
tougher regulatory frameworks that werepuyblished. In my view that is the way forward.
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The task of the McClellan inquiry has beenbodies such as the Department of Health, the
enormously difficult. It could not have been given toEnvironment Protection Authority, the Department
a better person. Peter McClellan is enormouslpf Land and Water Conservation, and the
competent and is doing quite well. Frankly, the firstDepartment of Urban Affairs and Planning.
report was a little wishy-washy but those were earlyndependent licence regulators should also be
days. He talked about bats in pipes or bats in cavealowed to establish drinking water quality standards
and a diverse series of possible contaminatioand reporting protocols. Sydney Water's operating
points. This did not advance the matter much but thécence should be amended to set standards for
second report came much closer to providing goodiardia and cryptosporidium. There is a need for
disclosures. The first of the two major findings ofgreater transparency. Sydney Water should be
the second report was that there was a breakdown iequired to publish on the Internet all of its
the relationship between the Health Department anggulatory instruments, all results, all reports and all
Sydney Water and that led to many of the eventommunication necessary to inform the public of
management problems. The breakdown wasexactly what is going on.
essentially a breakdown of the memorandum of
understanding that had been agreed upon. Although this latter point is not necessarily

concerned with legislation, | note the need for a

A few people are responsible for that. Petemuch more rigorous focus on catchment
McClellan dwelt for some time on that issue. Themanagement. That focus should include the release
other major finding involved the cause of the secon@f joint plans of management between the National
event. The first event was probably from scouring oParks and Wildlife Service and Sydney Water. An
the canal above the Prospect water treatment plantrgent State environmental planning policy for outer
The second event is much more serious and is dwatchment areas is necessary. There are many
to very profound contamination of Warragambalessons to be learnt from the past but there is a way
Dam. It seems that over the years sediment hafrward and it is clear that we need to move on and
dropped to the bottom of the dam and dam levelgy to rectify the problems within Sydney Water.
dropped. After heavy rainfall, water entered theThis evening there has been talk of dividends and
dam, stirring up sediment on the bottom, whichthe way in which they have been ripped out of
entered the treatment plant. This should have beeSydney Water. Neither side of politics has anything
anticipated and managed. It should have beeto be proud of. This matter has in many ways
subject to proper technical studies by Sydney Watestymied Sydney Water.
over the last few years. There is still work to be
done on the way that is to be managed. | have spent most of my political life

concerned with waste water management rather than

More technical and scientific work is neededwith water provision, but | have always felt that
on the next stage of the McClellan report. We needipping money out of a corporation that is falling
to decide where we will go from here in amendingbehind with its maintenance programs is unwise.
either the Sydney Water Corporation legislation oMhilst the credibility of Sydney Water is completely
the regulatory framework. It is important that thein tatters, | take this opportunity to ask that the more
inquiry continue. It will take some months beforerecent decision to spend $400 million on completely
technical matters are resolved. | am confident thainnecessary engineering for the north side storage
the McClellan inquiry is the way to go. | do not tunnel be revisited. Frankly, the money would be
seek a royal commission, another inquiry or &etter spent on sorting out Sydney's drinking water
parliamentary inquiry—the McClellan inquiry is problems. At the end of the debate it will be
heading in the right direction. What | do argue is thenecessary for honourable members to decide whether
need for another interim report to the Parliamentto support this motion of no confidence. The case
which should be issued within the next month,against the Government is compelling. At least two
making recommendations on changes tdinisters served on the committee that knew of the
accountability and an amending bill. A number ofshortcomings of the water treatment plants and
peak environment groups have already madsupported recommendations that they not be
suggestions about what should be done. | have nptoceeded with.
read the coalition's bill so | do not know whether it
moves in the direction | recommend. In 1994 a Minister admitted in the House that

the choice that had been made was the wrong

It is important that the role of independentchoice, as was disclosed by information provided to
licence regulators be extended to enable them tihie Parliament. It is my belief that the Government
conduct their own reviews. They should havehas been fully aware of shortcomings and
oversight of the conduct of the regulators, that ismisgivings with regard to the water treatment plants
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and likely impacts on the management of catchmen®pposition about Sydney's current water crisis, but |
above the treatment plants. Those likely impactpoint out that there are several ongoing water
have transpired. This Government has now been iproblems—such as sewer overflows—that have been
office for 3% years and Sydney is faced with aexperienced in Sydney over many years and that the
public health crisis. As the debate unfolds | shalkcoalition has shown an amazing disregard for the
decide which way to vote on this motion. In closing,importance of those issues.
| recognise that there will be a battle of words from
both sides of the House. The Opposition will attack Following consultation that has taken place on
the Government, claiming that this is all thethe environmental impact statements on sewer
Government's fault and that the Government hasverflows the Environment Protection Authority will
brought about this public health crisis. Theplace legally binding conditions on Sydney Water to
Government will argue that this is all due toreduce the frequency and severity of sewer
problems resulting from decisions made by theverflows. In making a decision, the EPA will use
coalition prior to 1995. community feedback it will receive as well as
information elicited from the assessments
| make the clear statement that there is bloothemselves. In the interim a five-year, $135 million
on the hands of both the coalition and theprogram to repair the sewerage system was
Government. Sydney Water has been a monolithignnounced in January this year. Apart from the
unaccountable, lazy organisation for as long as inajor commitments | have outlined, the Government
have been involved in political life—which goeshas announced the commitment of almost $400
back to the mid 1980s. In fact, | entered politicsmillion to rural water quality for the next four years,
because of Sydney Water and its impact on myncluding $30 million to blue-green algae issues and
community. | have never been impressed by Sydne$20 million to total catchment management.
Water and | should have hoped that governments of
the day would realise that the shortcomings of The Government has announced the
Sydney Water would come back to haunt them, as isxpenditure of $135 million on 80 projects under the
happening now. Sydney is in the middle of a verycountry towns water, sewage and drainage scheme;
serious public health crisis. nearly $50 million for sewerage works in 1997 and
1998; $60 million for an overhaul of sewage
Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the treatment plants in the Hunter; and $375 million to
Environment) [9.46 p.m.]: | wish to extend theintercept sewer overflows now going into Sydney
debate by emphasising the present position and thdarbour and send them to North Head for proper
steps the Government needed to take to remedy tipeocessing. The Government has set up a $60
situation bequeathed to the people of this State bwillion program to protect Sydney Harbour and
the former Government. It is important for theother urban waterways in Sydney and New South
Parliament to understand the context of this issu&ales from stormwater problems. That money is
and the fact that the Government has undertakdpeing used creatively to help councils install
substantial environmental reforms in watemollution-trapping devices, set up education
management in New South Wales, with consequemtrograms for their ratepayers and prepare strategic
increases in the quality of life for citizens of thisplans to ensure that all activities mesh together
State. The Government has taken major action osuccessfully.
the sewerage system, on stormwater and on
reforming the way we use our waterways generally The Environment Protection Authority has
to ensure that our children have access to safe watéssued a legal direction to councils requiring
preparation of these stormwater management plans.
On 1 May 1997 the Government announced\s part of the commitment to a whole-of-
the $3 billion waterways package to solve currengovernment approach the EPA has also issued legal
urban wastewater and stormwater issues by 2020. Akrections to the Sydney Water Corporation, Hunter
many people are aware, the package includedater Corporation and the Roads and Traffic
massive upgrades to sewage treatment plants Authority requiring them to participate in the
urban areas and a $1.6 billion program to protect thpreparation of these plans. Our rivers and inland
community and the environment from sewerwaterways have been increasingly under stress from
overflows. Twenty-seven environmental impacthe extraction of too much water and the impact of
statements are on public display until 1 Octoberpollution. Clear evidence exists of water
involving the community in choosing the bestdegradation. It includes poor water quality, the loss
options for dealing with the sewer overflows thatof aquatic species—especially our native fish—and
have plagued Sydney since early this century. dleclining wetlands. These problems have been
certainly recognise the political glee of the currentecognised in numerous reviews and audits
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undertaken at national, regional and State levels.the coastal zone. The final report from
very much sympathise with the honourable membe€ommissioner Michael Codd is currently before the
for Manly, who said, "We are not after more studiescommunity for review, before consideration by
and reviews of this situation. Let us just deal withgovernment early next year. In August last year the
the current review and work from there." DuringGovernment announced the second phase of its
recent years we have certainly had a number afomprehensive water reform agenda. The
opportunities to get the vital information that isGovernment has reinforced its commitment through
necessary to get on with the job of fixing some ofthe allocation of $117 million over the next five
the problems. years. In approving this latest reform package the
Government has made the tough decisions needed
The Government has established the $11for establishing a healthy future for all New South
million water reform process to ensure that théWNales rivers and ground waters. In particular, the
Government is using these precious resourcgsovernment is acting now to integrate
sustainably. This process involves local communitiesnvironmental improvements with a sustainable rural
setting interim objectives for water quality and rivereconomy.
flows. Communities will be involved in working to
achieve the interim objectives through a catchment  Other water reforms now under way aim to
planning process. To refine these objectives thachieve clean, healthy and productive use of water.
Healthy Rivers Commission is holding public They include: agreed environmental objectives and
inquiries on individual river catchments across th&eommunity-based action plans for all our rivers;
State. The commission has an annual budget dfetter sharing of water between the environment and
$1.25 million. Its task is to recommend towater users; the first comprehensive statewide
government longer-term environmental objectives fopolicies on ground water and weirs; clearer water
river flow and water quality, and strategies toaccess and use rights for water users; a significant
achieve them. As many people are awareadjustment package to encourage industry to use
particularly those in the Hunter, the commission'svater more efficiently; easier processes for buying
first inquiry was into the Williams River, a major and selling water to encourage regional
source of Newcastle's water supply. Thedevelopment; and regular monitoring and auditing of
Government has already accepted the commissionise scientific and socioeconomic impacts of the
findings, including establishing a power-boating plarreforms.
which balances the use of the river for waterskiing
with appropriate environmental safeguards. To achieve the reforms new river management
committees—comprising community, environment,
The commission has reported its satisfactiomgriculture, industry and government
with the actions taken so far by governmentepresentatives—are being set up in each valley to
agencies to achieve its recommendations. Mostetermine the best way to manage our rivers and
recently the commission has turned its attention tground water. Committees are now established on
the Hawkesbury-Nepean rivers catchment, one of thihe six major regulated rivers and the Barwon-
most challenging catchments in the whole of théDarling and Murray rivers. Several ground water
State because it is home to a large portion ofommittees have been identified and the
Sydney's population and is a major source oGovernment now has the framework and timetable
economic activity for the State. Recognising theor establishing the remaining committees. The
effectiveness of the commission's processes, thmajor tasks for the committees are developing and
Government has announced as part of its Augusecommending river and ground water management
1997 water reforms six further inquiries by theplans and actions. The Government is committed to
commission for completion under an accelerateénsuring that these committees are equipped for their
two-year program. The catchments concerned atasks, which is why it has funded the five main
Shoalhaven, Clarence, Tweed, Hunter, Woronoragencies to provide direct input to the planning
and Bega. The Shoalhaven and Clarence inquirigwocesses as well as administrative support for the
are now well under way. Those in the Tweedgcommittees.
Woronora and Hunter are due to start before the end

of the year. In addition, the Government is Other important planks in the Government's
encouraging communities in these areas to beconveater quality improvement program are Beachwatch
actively involved in the inquiries. and Harbourwatch. These programs are conducted

by the Environment Protection Authority in co-

The Government has also set up a publioperation with local councils and other government
inquiry to develop long-term strategies for theagencies to provide regular information to the public
management of sewage and sewage by-products am the status of swimming areas, pollution sources
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and incidents. Last summer, from October 1997 tarinking water. It had no concern for the impact that
April 1998, Beachwatch monitored and reported orthose activities would have on the purity of Sydney's
35 Sydney ocean beaches within six localdrinking water and the health of the community. It
government areas. Beachwatch is also undertakingas more than willing to put at risk these vital
quality assurance of monitoring in the Hunter andcconsiderations. This Government has put a stop to
lllawarra regions. It has also been involved inthat lunacy and is working to manage catchments
discussions with local government in the centrahppropriately.
coast region with a view to setting up public
reporting in the area. Even when in government the coalition
showed scant regard for adequate and rigorous water
The Harbourwatch program complementdesting guidelines. It was the former Labor
Beachwatch and extends monitoring to 53 sites i®pposition that repeatedly made the point that the
Sydney Harbour, Botany Bay, Georges River, Porfiltration plants would not meet the most recent
Hacking and Pittwater. Daily Beachwatch andNational Health and Medical Research Council
Harbourwatch bulletins are released and weeklguidelines. The former coalition Government
beach reports are made available in the lllawarra araccepted outdated guidelines and persisted with them
Newcastle press. The Government is also working tdespite their obvious inadequacy and repeated
improve environmental controls on forestry,concerns from the Labor Opposition. It appears that
particularly to protect water quality, while coalition members, in particular, the Leader of the
recognising the importance of the timber industry tdOpposition, have short memories. They are now
this State. A critical feature is preventing siltation ofjumping up and down complaining that giardia and
water courses as a result of forestry operationgryptosporidium are only a recent phenomena.
which the EPA does by requiring State Forests to
comply with a set of environmental controls. Where was the Leader of the Opposition when
the Joint Select Committee upon the Sydney Water
Overall, this Government has announced an@oard was being conducted, particularly when the
acted on firm plans to spend more than $4 billion tanquiry focused specifically on the potential danger
clean up the State's stressed waterways. Thaf cryptosporidium in our water supply? One of my
represents an extraordinary rate of environmentalear recollections from my participation in that
reform that will help lead New South Wales into thecommittee was the Hon. R. S. L. Jones persistently
next century. It gives the people of this State majoguestioning the officials from the Sydney Water
improvements to the way water is managed an8oard about the extent of their proposals and the
hope that at last we are on the road to using oumpact that they would have on cryptosporidium in
waterways in a sustainable way. The Governmentthe water supply. It was the Hon. R. S. L. Jones,
commitment to improving water quality is clear. It more than any other member of the committee, who
has provided the policy framework and financialput the issue of cryptosporidium firmly on the
resources necessary to see its commitment througigenda of that organisation.
This is in stark contrast to the coalition, which is
only interested in water issues when it believes it Mr Hazzard: What sort of parasite is
can score cheap political points. We must not forgetryptosporidium? Is it a virus or a bacteria?
that just three years ago the honourable member for
Gosford was spearheading an attempt by the Ms ALLAN: | can see that the honourable
coalition to allow open-slather access to our drinkingnember for Wakehurst has been drinking something
water catchments. other than water. On 4 September 1993 the then
Minister, Mr Webster, told the joint select
The coalition was hellbent on disallowing acommittee, in regard to the water filtration plants at
regulation that would regulate access to Sydneprospect and elsewhere:
Water's catchments. In fact, the honourable member
for Gosford said at the time, "The regulation is ill with regard to tke... newplants' ability to cope with
thought out and has no scientific basis." He was biological threats to human health, | can state that the plants
more than happy to throw open Sydney Water lands have been_ spegific_ally designed to me(_et cur'rent and historical
. . water quality criter . . . Thecurrent design will remove 99.9
to any activity, regardless Of_the consequences. His per cent of crypto and Giardia as proved by the overseas
then frontbench colleague, Jim Longley, went even sudies, by the prototype studies at Prospect and in testing at
further. He referred to the Government's arguments the existing Orchard Hills Water Treatment Plant.
about regulating the catchments as "hollow" and
"nonsensical”. In fact, the coalition was advocatingdbviously the Leader of the Opposition has never
jet skiing, power boating, waterskiing, swimmingheard of the Milwaukee case, which has received
and a range of other polluting activities in Sydney'svidespread attention. Even if the answer to all these
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guestions is no—and | strongly dispute that that Mr Hazzard: The next Premier. Will he
would be the case—how could the current Leader agdmploy you? Will he give you a job, Pamela? What
the Opposition and a former health Minister makgob would you like?
such a rash statement, expecting people to believe
that an organism that breeds in the gut of warm- Ms ALLAN: | wish to place on the record
blooded animals, and that has been known to hauteat it is quite obvious that the honourable member
been around for so long, has suddenly materialisefdr Wakehurst has been drinking something other
in Sydney? than water. It is disgraceful that at several minutes
past 10 this evening, during an important debate,

In fact, if the Leader of the Opposition hadhonourable members opposite come into this House
listened to the advice of his own department whein an obviously tired and emotional state. Are you
he was Minister for Health he would certainly haveprepared to take a breath test, Brad?
adopted a precautionary principle on this issue. It is
obvious that for many years the Health Department Mr Hazzard: On a point of order. It is
has been extremely cautious in alerting people tobvious that the Minister does not have much to say
possible impacts of diseases. It is an insult to thabout cryptosporidium. She has been talking about
people of Sydney that the Opposition has attemptetthe Leader of the Opposition but she should desist
to sabotage the Government's handling of this crisisom attacking me when she knows that her waffle
with such obviously inaccurate and misleadings absolute rubbish.
information.

Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry):

The Opposition has had very little impact, Order! No point of order is involved.

even in the media, in its attempt to achieve its

objective. The Opposition is more or less a fellow Mr Hazzard: Watch yourself, Pamela.
traveller to the more informed critics that have
appeared constantly in the media on the issue. Even Ms ALLAN: | am trembling in my boots.

the Opposition's campaign, launched in thélhat sort of juvenile behaviour—

Parliament today, has had an almost negligible

impact on the Government. The Opposition is trying Mr Hazzard: Get on with it, Pamelal

to shift the blame or to cover up its lack of action in

the face of its own evidence. That is the sign of a Ms ALLAN: No, | am not going to get on

desperate Opposition. with it, because that sort of behaviour by members
of the shadow ministry is indicative of the

| appreciate that the honourable member formmaturity of the Opposition.

Lane Cove has entered the Chamber. Today the

Leader of the Opposition has moved a dramatic Mr ACTING-SPEAKER: Order! | call the

motion of no confidence in the Government as @onourable member for Wakehurst to order for the

whole simply to try to get back into the race, notfirst time. | call the honourable member for

only to make an impact on the Government on th&Vakehurst to order for the second time. | call the

water crisis issue but to survive in the politicalhonourable member for Wakehurst to order for the

stakes. If the Leader of the Opposition does nacthird time.

make an impact on this issue, as a number of media

commentators have pointed out at some length for Ms ALLAN: The behaviour of Opposition

the last few weeks, then he will not make an impactmembers in this debate, as illustrated by the

at any level. Honourable members opposite are wellonourable member for Wakehurst, and the

aware that this is a testing time for the Leader of th®©pposition's lack of strategy in the current crisis that

Opposition. is affecting the State, is a sign of a desperate
Opposition. It is obvious that Opposition members
Mr Hazzard: Not at all. have short memories and are not prepared to

acknowledge the vital role they play in corporatising

Ms ALLAN: It is an extremely testing time Sydney Water. Sydney Water was corporatised on
for him. Despite all the important happenings in thaerms dictated by the current Opposition.
political world and within this Chamber—the
Federal election and the excellent address by the  Although the honourable member for
President of Ireland—the Leader of the OppositiotWakehurst, who has been so vocal in this Chamber,
has still not managed to make a dramatic impact omay have played an almost minuscule role in that
this issue. process, others who are more mature and more
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senior than him and who currently occupy positions I am disappointed about some of the
such as the leadership of his party in this Chambestatements made over the past couple of weeks by
played an active role in determining the nature oRobert Wilson, a former managing director of the
that corporatisation. Part of that corporatisation haSydney Water board, the current chair of
brought about our current problems. Over a numbeBreenpeace and a private consultant. Bob Wilson
of years the Government has tried to remedy thbhas had an important role to play in the development
problem of Sydney's drinking water. In the sameand management of Sydney Water over many years.
period it has done an extraordinary amount of worlkHHe was part of the process that led to the current
to improve sewer overflows, stormwater, the healtlrisis. Yet, he is one of the people who has rushed
of river catchments generally, and has allocatetb criticise both the former Government, which at
resources to ensure that those improvements takarious times has been his employer, and the current

place. Government, which also at various times has been
his employer—
For the first time in the Opposition's history it
has decided it is politically opportunistic to talk Mr Hazzard: That's a gutless attack on

about an environmental issue, and therefore thisomebody who can't defend himself.

matter has been raised today. The Opposition is

desperate. It is trying to bury its promise to the Ms ALLAN: The honourable member for
people of Sydney that at the time the plants wer&akehurst obviously has not been watching the
constructed they would be effective against theseews.

potential diseases. Guarantees were given at the

inquiry by the Parliament, not only by Ministers but Mr Hartcher: "Gutless" is the only word for
also by senior bureaucrats of the organisation at thie

behest of the Government, that the plants would be

effective. It has not been established that the plants Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry):

are not effective. The current McClellan inquiry will Order! | call the honourable member for Gosford to
confirm the reasons for the lack of effectiveness.  order.

It is quite clear that the previous Government Ms ALLAN: Unless members opposite have
took a flippant approach to water quality, just as itbeen completely blind, deaf and dumb—which |
takes a flippant approach to its behaviour in thisuspect on various occasions they have been, or
Chamber after 10 p.m. The Opposition was quick t@erhaps they have had their heads burrowed in the
pay lip service to the safety of Sydney's water bushadowy corridors of the Parliament, working out
slow to take measures to adequately protect it. Thine numbers for the future leadership of their
coalition has conveniently chosen to ignore its owmparty—they would have noticed some of the
involvement in the history of this issue. Today in thecomments that have been made by someone who
truncated question time the Government took thehould know better. | do not care whether Bob
opportunity to talk about that history. On future dayswilson is present in the Chamber tonight. It is
the Government will remind the Opposition of itsimportant to put on record the fact that it is wrong
pivotal role in establishing the current set offor people who have been part of a historical
circumstances. When this Government came tprocess of creating these situations to continually
office it had to pick up the pieces of the seven yearsriticise. It is important that we come up with some
of neglect and mismanagement of this State'positive solutions, but we should not pretend that we
waterways. were not part of the loop that created the situation.

That includes stormwater management, sewer It is not only important that we have a more
overflows, the upkeep of catchment areas and thmature response from members opposite but that we
maintenance of high drinking waterlook for answers and at the need for positive
standards—water quality. Clearly, this Governmenstrategies. That will not come about from simply
has a vision for clean waterways—a vision it hagpious whingeing. | expect it from the Opposition.
acted on and will continue to deliver on. TheThey are not very good at it. They are certainly not
Government will not be paralysed or forced by thegetting much acknowledgment in the polls for it.
current crisis to rush into expensive and perhap®bviously, they are not being listened to in the
unnecessary solutions to the problems that are in tlwmmunity at large. But | would like to think that
process of being identified. The Government will notwe could expect a higher level of contribution from
respond to the hysterical bleatings that have beesomeone who has held responsible positions in
made by people who should know better. | refer noSydney Water in the past and has continued to
only to members opposite. perform at a high level, particularly in recent years,
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in the environment generally and in the managemerithe Minister continued:
of waterways.

Sadly, this is not even a new story. The article in today's
Sydney Morning Heraldvas referring to tests conducted as far

back as 1992. Even then the draft report identified only two
occasions when cryptosporidium levels were probably high
enough to be of concern. However, let us be clear about this.
Since 1992, when the first tests were conducted, no further
unacceptably high levels have been found. Sydney's water
remains one of the cleanest supplies in the world. Our water
supply is getting better.

| am confident that the approach that the
Government is taking on water quality is the one
that will deliver the best outcomes for the people of
New South Wales. While it has been an interesting
exercise in recent days to trawl through the work of
the water committee, which was chaired by the
honourable member for Manly, | emphasise that the

solutions to the current problems will be found now, L
the strategies that will be required to address thodeft those be the words engraved on the Minister's

problems will have to be implemented as a matter glembstone: "Our water supply is getting better.” That
urgency, and this Government is committed to doinég the !eyel of hIS. competence in his administration.
just that. Just as the Government has been preparéf€ Minister continued:

to allocate literally billions of dollars to solve water
quality issues in a whole range of areas, it will not
shirk its responsibilities on water quality and will
continue to concentrate its efforts on the issue,
despite the pathetic contributions made by the
members opposite.

Four water filtration plants, representing an investment of $3.5
billion, are now coming on line. | can report to the House that
those water filtration plants are currently going through their
commissioning phase. The good news is that all the plants are
either meeting their performance standards or they are
performing in excess of design criteria, which will effectively
remove cryptosporidium.

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [10.14 p.m.]: -
Under the Westminster system of parliamentarm 1996 the Minister pledged to the people of New

- . "South Wales that his administration was addressing
democracy the Minister responsible for seriou

problems in his portfolio is accountable to the%he ISSue .Of cryptosporidium,  that it was
commissioning plants that would remove

community, and if he is unable to resolve those

problems he must offer his resignation. If there iscryptospondlum, and he pledged, as | quote once

one person who should be offering his resignatiorﬁlﬂgg;gt’etrh:;n%tre\g’_ater supply is getting better.” The
tonight, it is the Minister for Urban Affairs and '

Planning. If there is one person who claimed to lack
the power to solve this crisis but simply lacked the
competence to do so, it is the Minister for Urban
Affairs and Planning. If there is one person whom
the people of Sydney would like to see dragged
from office and made responsible for this enormous

and ongoing disaster, it is the Minister for Urban_l_he Opposition and the people of New South Wales

Affairs and Planning. It was the Minister for Urban
. . L . would love an assurance from the Government that
Affairs and Planning, the Minister responsible, who

in this Parliament on 22 October 1996, in answer t(%he water supply is clean—if they could believe such

a dorothy dix question from the honourable membef ' assurance. But, as they boil their water each

for Liverpool, told the House and the community Of_morning, as they boil it each afternoon, as they boil
Sydney: it _eac_h n_|ght, as_t_hey_ are told that they must not
drink it without boiling it, as they are told they must
| am aware of the article on the front page of this morning'snOt gargle with it without b0|I!ng It, and_ as_ the_y are
Sydney Morning HeraldAll | can say is that today must have told they must not clean their teeth with it without
been a very slow news day. Sydney's residents are supplidapiling it, they start to get a little incredulous of the
with the cleanest drinking water in the world. assurances of a government that has simply lost
confidence and the ability to resolve this ongoing

contamination crisis. The Minister continued:

Quite clearly, Opposition members are not in the least bit
interested in what | have to say. In the circumstances, given an
attempt to bring about a public health scare, | would have
thought Opposition members would have appreciated an
assurance from the Government that our water supply was
clean and was meeting health standards.

The Minister went on to say:

To make it clear, | said | was aware of reports on the front

) As | said earlier, the water treatment plants are perfogmin.
page and on page 6 of tf&ydney Morning Herald- P perfogn

Once the water filtration plants come on line we can expect
. . the removal of cryptosporidium to a level of 99.9 per cent—a
because theSydney Morning Heraldhad raised the very creditable result.
issue of cryptosporidium in the water supplies—

This matter received the attention of the present Government

As | said earlier it must have been a very slow news day.
Frankly, attempts to beat up the likelihood of a
cryptosporidium outbreak are little more than scaremongery.

when it was in opposition and it received the attention of the
previous Government. So there should be unanimity in this
attempt to dispel some of the nonsense that is appearing in
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today's paper. As | said earlier, the cryptosporidium story most warm-blooded animals and humans. It has probably
usually does the rounds at least twice a year. existed in drinking water supplies since the beginning of time.

That story has done the rounds twice this year_This is great stuff. 1 imagine honourable members
once in July and once in August—and it will keeprocked with laughter as the Minister gave this
doing the rounds at least until 19 September an@nalysis. Clearly, he was enjoying himself. He
possibly until Christmas. Cryptosporidium is here tgcontinued:

stay. Minister Knowles' incompetence in 1996
brought forth a system of plants and monitoring
which ensured that it would happen sooner or later,
and happen. ifc did. Qn that fateful day, 22 Octobefhe Minister
1996, the Minister said:

Water is only one potential source of the cryptosporidium
parasite.

continued with another splendid
guotable quote:

The last time the cryptosporidium story did the rounds was
when Mr Archer's book entitledhe Water You Drink, How
Safe Is ltwas released in March this year. At best that book
can be described as totally misleading and a distortion of the
publicly available evidence.

Sydney Water customers can be assured that their drinking
water meets the standards and the health criteria of the
National Health and Medical Research Council.

| digress at this point because in 1996 the standards
that Sydney Water was meeting were the 1987
standards. Yet in 1996, when the Minister spoke,

evidence? | would be interested to hear what he h new standards had been introduced, but Sydney

: . ) . ater was not observing them. The Minister was
to say, if he would only put aside his rhetoric and g

; learl li tely misleading the H h
the fortress-mode self-defence which he has adopt(% asr;/idarlflsjgr:gjrz\:\/vz}t/errn ::Suzf:)drl:grs fan obues ea\stu?gd

over the past month. The Minister continued: that their drinking water meets the standards and the
The original report, which Mr Archer's book quotes out of health criteria Of_ "the Natlona_‘l Health and Medical
context, is purely a hypothetical projection of an economicResearCh Council", because it did not meet the most
risk analysis. However, Mr Archer's press release, whiciipdated criteria of that council. Sydney's water met
accompanied his book launch, makes the outrageous claingriteria which at that time were nine years out of
"Up to 13,000 people became ill and 100 people died during ate. The Minister misled Parliament—and that is

12-month period as a result of drinking Sydney tap water", t one of his manv sins. He continued:
That statement, which is a nonsense, needs to be put to rest.q{J y . :

is outrageous to claim that 100 people died as a result of
drinking Sydney's tap water. That nonsensical statement Therefore, Sydney tap water is the same as and sometimes
should be shown up for what it is. Obviously, there is no better than bottled or filtered water. In addition to those tough
foundation for any such claim. standards, the Government has introduced the most rigorous
management practices within the catchment areas to make
L . those catchment areas upstream of the dams the most pristine
The Minister continued to attack Mr Archer. He i the world.

further said:

Would Mr Knowles now say that that book is totally
misleading and a distortion of the publicly available

The Minister said that the Warragamba catchment is
Time and again, whenever there is a cryptosporidium scare, t'ne most pristine in the world. So every time the
is associated with the release of some new book or somﬁremier says that cryptosporidium or giardia is
fallacious claim about the quality of Sydney's water supply. .

caused by bats, dingoes, dogs, foxes, or runoff from
the catchment area, or talks about new catchment

There we have it! The Minister claimed that .
cryptosporidium scares are associated with fallaciouCOmmISSIonS to run the catchment area, or about
yptosp ore rigorous enforcement, or about buying up all

claims about Sydney's water supply. What does th[‘frivate land in catchment areas, he should cast his

(I;Al?lstgr Sa%/ tnO.W' V(;/e .ha\llet Zeardt all his Sﬁlf mind back to the day his incompetent Minister told
efensive rhetoric and simuiated outrage, we a\(’ﬁis House that the dam catchment areas are the

seen h_im hiding behind - economic figures an ost pristine in the world. The Minister continued:
economic analysis, but at the end of the day the

Minister cannot pour a glass of wgtgr from a t?.p a_-nd | assure honourable members that residents of Sydney can be
say to the people of Sydney, "This is safe, drink it." confident they are drinking water of the best quality provided
The Minister cannot deliver to the people of Sydney anywhere in the world.

the most fundamental responsibility of his i . )
portfolio—clean, potable water. The Minister What a splendid statement on which to hang this
continued: Minister. How important it is that the people of

Sydney are fully aware of the message he sent them
Cryptosporidium is a parasite which is found in the waterand Of the assurances and promises he gave to this
supplies of cities all over the world. It is found in the gut of House two years ago. | turn to other aspects of the
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Minister's record. As the Minister responsible for thgpursuant to Standing Order 122(8) Mr Speaker left
Sydney Water Corporation he took more than twahe Chair at 10.30 p.rh.

years to finalise a memorandum of understanding—
MOU—for the Health Department to take over the

regulation of water health matters. He took two Wednesday, 9 September 1998
years to sign a simple agreement with the Health
Department about water health regulation. [Continuation of Tuesday's sittifg.

That memorandum of understanding came intbThe House resumed at 9.00 a.m.
force only earlier this year despite the Minister
having directed Sydney Water two years ago to =~ Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [9.00 a.m.]:
secure the agreement. Sydney Water was criticisafhen the debate was interrupted last night | was
in the 1996 licence regulator report for not havinggddressing the issue of the dividend taken from
finalised the MOU. The licence regulator, whichSydney Water and how this Government, on an
issues an annual report about the administration &ngoing basis, has ripped money from that
Sydney Water, drew attention to and criticised thi©roganisation. As | said, $279 million was taken from
Minister for his failure to ensure the MOU was Sydney Water's budget last financial year. That
signed. It is inexcusable that this important MOU,Money could have been, and should have been,
vital for public health and safety, was allowed toSPent on maintenance of Sydney's water system, on
drag on in a leisurely bureaucratic fashion for mordn€ upgrading of its technology, on the development
than two years. When it became apparent that iHf research, and if necessary on the mtroducpqn of
two departments were having difficulty finalising the Measures to counteract giardia and cryptosporidium.
agreement, Mr Knowles should have intervened and

brokered an agreement. But he did not, and he How did all these dividend rorts occur? They
allowed it to continue. occurred in two ways. The first, as | outlined last
night, was through the compliance by the Minister
The next allegation against him is that hewith the demands of the Treasurer. The Minister

allowed Sydney Water to be drained of its financial’ > not prepared to stand up for the people (.)f
dney. Nor was he prepared to stand up for his

resources to prop up the Government's budgeta o
prop up g wn organisation. He rolled over to the Treasurer.

policy. In the four years that he has been th X o
responsible Minister, the Carr Government has take he other way in which it occurred was through the

- A compliance of the board of Sydney Water. Over the
$820 million from Sydney Water in dividends or tax ast four years it had been stacked with Labor Party

substitution payments. In those four years Sydne&)nates. One was Peter Sams, a Secretary of the

Water has been drained, not of its cryptosporidium, . d

but of its cash. The money taken the last financia'l'abor C_ounC|I. On Monday we had the appointment
. .._of Mr Michael Costa, another Secretary of the Labor
year appears in the budget papers as a $33 millig

dividend. In fact, the Treasurer took $147 million ineoun_cn. There has been an ongoing  series of
appointments of Labor Party officials to Sydney

Q|V|dends. The Minister d'q n_ot even have theWater. At the very apex was Mr David Hill himself.
intellectual courage to state in his budget papers the

dividend he was paying the Treasurer. He sought,
presumably with the compliance of the Treasurer, t
conceal it from the people in the 1997-98 budg
papers.

Mr David Hill is one of the most pathetic
‘ﬁgures in New South Wales. That man has been
eEiragged out by the Labor Party as its Mr Fix-it: the
State Rail under Wran, the ABC under Hawke, State
'Rail once again under Carr, and finally Sydney

However, the 1998-99 budget papers contaifyater under Carr. The record of David Hill is
the correct figure of $147 million. What does thatdeplorable, be it in railways, media or Sydney
say about a Minister who presents a budget angliater. He stands accused of gross incompetence and
says, "Yes, we will pay a dividend of $33 million to gimple self-interest. But, more than that, he stands
the Government”, but in fact pays a dividend ofaccused of jeopardising the health of 3% million
$147 million? A public corporation that did would people, simply to advance his own political career.
be dragged before a court by the Australia Securitiegn 26 July, when he interfered with the warning
Commission for the most misleading prospectus Oglert to the people of Sydney, for the most base
the most arrogant and arrant failure to account to itgolitical motives, his own prospects in the Federal
shareholders. In this case the shareholders affectorate of Hughes, that man passed upon himself
Sydney water consumers. Last year alone thge judgment of history as the ultimate cynic who
Minister took $279 million by way of dividend and would trivialise and put in jeopardy the health of 3%
tax substitution payments from the people of Sydneillion people. He is, as someone said, Adolf Hitler
to pay to his State Government masters. come to town.
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It is not just of the stacking of Sydney Wateraway with $350,000? Was it hush money that he
for the past few years that the Minister standsas paid? Why did he receive such a payment after
accused; he stands accused also of the placementasfly nine months when his incompetence had been
its senior executives. The international executiveevealed, and when his Labor Party connections had
search firm Egon Zehnders had been retained to findeen revealed? What was it that got him $350,0007?
a replacement for the previous managing directoiVas it a reward for good conduct? Surely not. Was
Mr Paul Broad, but outsiders did not make it to thet a reward for long service? Surely not. It has all
final interviews. The appointment of Mr Chris the overtones of a be quiet and we will look after
Pollett, another Labor mate, was engineered by Myou payment, in which this Government specialises.
David Hill. So not only was the board corrupted andThat $350,000 should be returned to the people of
tainted by politics, but the senior executives ofNew South Wales. It should be returned to the
Sydney Water also were corrupted and tainted byreasury. It should be returned to the ratepayers of
the political process. Chris Pollett did not win Sydney Water.
appointment on his merit; he won appointment on
his political connections. His incompetence, along The incoming coalition government will
with the incompetence of the man who put himinvestigate that matter thoroughly. | send that
there, David Hill, is graphically and massively message now to Mr Pollett, Mr Hill and Mr
illustrated on 26 July and following. Knowles. This whole sorry episode is not finished,

and it will not be forgotten. It is not just the

Let us look beyond the board to theincompetence of Mr Knowles that is revealed. The
administration of Sydney Water itself. The workPremier also has played what might be termed the
force has been reduced from 9,000 to about 5,000 inlame game. He said the problem was the Australian
the past few years. Many of those who have beeWater Services plant at Prospect in Sydney's west—
made redundant were patrolling catchment areaa. legacy, he said, of the previous coalition
Those were the very rangers who looked after th&overnment. Conveniently, he ignores several facts.
catchments, those areas into which rainwater fallBirst, the Premier is on record praising the plan as
before finding its way into Warragamba Dam, from"a triumph of modern engineering and technology".
which we the people of Sydney draw our drinkingOpening the plant on 1 October 1996, the Premier
water. The on-scale running down of maintenance ofaid:
catchment areas, the failure to ensure that animal
wastes and chemicals did not wash into reservoirs, One of the many factors contributing to the lifestyle that has

. . made Sydney famous is the quality of Sydney's wate. the
and the failure to pre,vent poIIu-tlon_ from sewage all Prospect plant is fully automated and built to comfortably
result from that massive reduction in the work force. meet the quality required for both present and future
Such a drastic cut to the work force of Sydney demanl ... Sydney's drinking water catchments have been
Water, particularly of those who patrol the kept in pristine condition through careful planning and
catchment areas, was grossly irresponsible. It is manageme. . . Sydney now has fresh filtered water—crystal
clearly a major contributing factor to the present Cea" healthy and great tasting.

crisis. . .
So said the Premier of New South Wales. Let those

words be engraved on his political tombstone:
"Sydney now has fresh filtered water—crystal clear,

broke on 26 July. It was not until Friday, 31 July, ith q ina" S ) o
that Mr Knowles removed Sydney Water executiveé1eat y and great tastlngl. Sure, it tastgs great; it
tastes great after you boil it. The Premier made a

from managing the crisis, replacing them with an> .
independent assessment team. The Premier admit@nt of saying:
that the reSignation of David Hill should have been This plant is a model of successful partnership between the
sought two weeks before it was offered. The public and private sectors and an outstanding achievement
resignation of the managing director should have which will supply Sydney with clean drinking water for
been sought after 27 July, because it was on that generations to come.
date that the managing director had a meeting with
the Minister and failed to alert him—according toThe Premier lacks none of Churchill's attributes. He
the Minister, if he has any credibility—about theloves the hyperbole. He believes that generations yet
impending crisis in Sydney's water. The managinginborn will rejoice at his announcements. Let them
director sat in the Minister's office and said nothingremember this one: clean drinking water for
about the great crisis that was about to unfold. Thgenerations to come. The Premier concluded by
Minister was only informed about that afterwards,chinking his glass in a proud toast to Sydney Water.
according to the Minister. The Treasurer also was seemingly unconcerned with
the Prospect plant in late 199€ydney Morning
What chief executive is allowed to escapeHerald journalist David Humphries reported on 3
having committed a crime of that nature and walkDecember 1996:

| return to Minister Knowles. The crisis first
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Michael Egan told [trade unions] he was keen on the sale of5qyernment. However, it cannot ignore the fact that
Government owned business which few of us would have is the Government. It cannot ianore the fact that it
heard about but which pays the wages of 2000 workers ang ’ g .

racks up $300 million in annual sales. controls Sydney Water. It cannot ignore the fact that

the Minister responsible for Sydney Water and the

Mr Humphries was referring to Australian Water Minister for Health always had the full statutory

Technologies, the trading arm of Sydney Water. H@OWer to intervene and act—the State Owned
continued: Corporations Act in the case of the Minister for

Urban Affairs and Planning and the Public Health

The Treasurer talked about getting an "equity partner" forACt in the case of the Minister for Health—yet they
AWT so that it could fulfil its ambition of getting into the poth failed to act.
Asia-Pacific to compete for big water and sewerage projects.

The Opposition believes that a royal
The Premier and Treasurer were both enthusiastgpmmission is required to investigate the operation,
about the Prospect plant and AWT only two yeargdministration and finances of Sydney Water from
ago. What has changed? The Premier alsppril 1995 to the present so that it can consider
conveniently ignores the fact that his Governmengverything that happened under this
had the capacity to renegotiate the Governmentgovernment—the inactivity, the nonfeasance and the
contract with Australian Water Services to addmalfeasance of the Minister for Urban Affairs and
pathogens to the list of parasites to be treated. Ipjanning and the Minister for Health. It can consider
1996, as the evidence mounted in regard téhe massive incompetence of David Hill and the
cryptosporidium and giardia posing significant health abor mates connections of Chris Pollett. It can
risks, that is exactly what the Government shoul@onsider the whole administration of Sydney Water,
have done. The Minister for Urban Affairs andwhich does not have a single microbiologist on its
Planning could have used his powers under the Stafard, which has no technical qualifications, but
Owned Corporations Act at any time to directwhich has been used simply as a healthy cash cow
Sydney Water to renegotiate this contract to treat thg flow a river of gold into the coffers of the

water for cryptosporidium and giardia. When heTreasury, but not to flow a river of drinking water
became aware of the risks and failed to instruct @ the people of Sydney.

renegotiation of the contract, he failed in his duty to
ensure that the people of Sydney were spared the  This Government cannot expect to enjoy the
crisis that now confronts them. confidence of this House when it cannot deliver
drinking water to the people of Sydney. This
The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning Government has failed in its primary responsibility:
always had the power to direct Sydney Water. Théo provide basic services to the public. This
State Owned Corporations Act was amended by thisovernment stands accused of incompetence,
Government in 1995 in one of the first bills it cronyism and financial mismanagement, but, above
introduced upon taking office. That gave Ministersall, malfeasance and nonfeasance in its operation of
the power to direct State-owned corporationsydney Water. The people of Sydney have lost
provided the directions were tabled in theconfidence in the Government. The Opposition will
Parliament. The Minister did not act on the powersot support the Government's continuation in office.
he had; he was not prepared to table his directiornphis Government must fall. This motion must pass.
in the House. He ignored the warning of SydneyTime expired.
Water in its 1995-96 annual report that
cryptosporidium was a growing problem. The Mrs BEAMER (Badgerys Creek) [9.14 a.m.):
Minister saw fit to describe as scaremongering anyhe overriding concern in this issue must be the
concern about this when the issue was raised in theealth of Sydney residents—those who drink our
Sydney Morning Heraldin 1996 and when he water, those who brush their teeth in our water,
answered a question from the honourable membefiose who need to use water on a daily basis.
for Liverpool, a question that he had previouslyyesterday the honourable member for Gosford said
arranged to be asked. The Minister's incompetena@at when the Opposition was in power the people
has been adequately demonstrated. of Sydney could always drink their water. That is
true. They could always drink their water and they
It is clear that throughout this crisis the were not issued with alerts. Perhaps they did not get
Government has been concerned not with wategick, but they are not getting sick now because the
management but with media management. It haSovernment is doing the right thing and alerting
been concerned to ensure that as far as possible theople to boil their water. The overriding issue is
responsibility did not fall back upon the the concern to ensure the health of Sydney residents.
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The Government has not hesitated to tell thef the Opposition issued two press releases to the
public to boil their water. Sydney residents can beffect that Sydney's water was safe to drink, and that
assured that when they drink boiled water they areesidents should not be alarmed by reports of the
taking precautions against possible contaminatioaxistence of the parasite cryptosporidium in the
from cryptosporidium and giardia. Compare that taity's water supply. To the best of his knowledge, he
what happened in Orchard Hills seven years agalid not know it was around. The next day the
The honourable member for Gosford may not hav&ydney Morning Heralddutifully reported, "Water
drunk the water in my electorate, near Orchard Hillssupply safe, says Board." Political expediency took
where some of the highest readings ever were takeprecedence over public interest. How can the
but his Government certainly did not tell memberscoalition again be trusted in government if it cannot
of my electorate that they should not drink it at thatkkeep the public informed? If one compares the
time. If we tell Sydney residents that they have saf&overnment's notifications with those of the
drinking water, we must assure them that in theoalition it is obvious that the Government is not the
future they will be notified if contamination is one with its head in the sand.
detected.

The former Government has no credibility

The recent water contamination has providedvhatsoever on this issue. Although the Government
us all with an opportunity to consider what haswas quick to alert Sydney residents about the quality
happened during specific incidents, and to delvef their drinking water, the former coalition
deeper and review the management, administratidBovernment quashed such information. It decided
and corporate government arrangements in regard toat 58,000 oocysts of cryptosporidium was not
Sydney's water supply. The Leader of thecause for notification. How can the coalition criticise
Opposition said, in regard to water standards, thahe Government's efforts and resources in seeking to
when he signed off, to the best of his knowledgesolve this problem? How can the honourable
cryptosporidium was not around. That is not truemember for Gosford hold up a glass of water in this
The Opposition did not notify the public of the high place and say with a straight face that when the
levels of cryptosporidium found in Sydney's drinkingcoalition was in government one could always drink
water supply in 1992, 1993 and 1994. In Decembethe water, unless he is again lying to the public of
1993 the former Government found extraordinarilyNew South Wales?
high levels of cryptosporidium at the Orchard Hills
water filtration plant. Samples of cryptosporidium of All Sydney residents must ask why they were
58,660 oocysts per 100 litres were recorded. But ot informed of the high levels of cryptosporidium
was not limited to Orchard Hills. High levels of found in their drinking water in 1992 and 1993.
cryptosporidium were also found at NorthThey must question the coalition's motives in not
Richmond, which scientific experts considerednaking that information public. Perhaps it was the
natifiable. Such levels were not notifiable when thefact that the Orchard Hills plant, in the middle of
coalition was in government. my electorate, was in the middle of a marginal seat.

Perhaps it was simply fraudulent to tell the people

The coalition has accused the Government off New South Wales that they could drink the water.
being responsible to the people of Sydney and beinghe former Government's actions illustrate that this
honest. It has accused the Government of takinGovernment's administration is keeping the city of
responsibility and informing the public of any Sydney informed. | am hopeful of a speedy
danger. | would much prefer my constituents taesolution, because the Government's overriding
know what is going on rather than not know what isconcern is public health. | am also hopeful that the
coming out of their taps. All Sydney residents wantesidents of every electorate in Sydney will again be
to find the cause of the problem and want a speedgble to trust governments on these types of issues.
resolution to it. | defy any member of this House to
say that he or she is a scientific expert and knows Mrs CHIKAROVSKI (Lane Cove) [9.23
the cause. No Government members have said theym.]: Like many Sydneysiders | awoke this
know the source of the specific contaminants thatorning, went into my kitchen to have a glass of
produce such high levels of cryptosporidium. Thewater—which is the way we have all been told to
levels were considered notifiable in 1993, but thestart our day: health authorities tell us water is good
former coalition Government did absolutely nothingfor us—but like 3.5 million other Sydneysiders |
about it. was unable to turn on the tap to get that glass of

water. | had to go to the refrigerator, get a bottle of

In response to a front-page story in tBgdney water and pour water from it. That is inconvenient
Morning Herald on 7 July 1993 entitled "Disease and expensive. | have been told that | may have to
fears over bacteria in tap water", the current Leadeto that for the next six weeks. | suppose like many
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other Sydneysiders | asked myself why it iswhen asked at a press conference to drink a glass of
happening, why the Government has allowed it tavater, was not prepared to do so, but as Chairman
happen and, more importantly, what the Governmerdf Sydney Water he said the water problem was not
intends to do to fix the problem and ensure that ihis fault.
does not happen in the future.
We could spend all day blaming the
It was adding insult to injury to find my latest bureaucrats and everyone else as the Premier, the
water bill when | arrived home last night. SydneyMinister and David Hill have tried to do, but the
Water states that we need to look after watefact is that under the system of government by
because "Water is precious and scarce. We showwhich we operate, in a crisis of this proportion the
preserve it come rain, hail or shine." Sydney Wateblame rests with those who drive around in their big
should add that we will preserve a lot more watewhite cars. The responsibility rests with those who
because we cannot use it. Speaking as a member sif on the green benches on the opposite side of the
the community, not as a member of Parliament, House. As Harry Truman said, the buck stops there.
am distressed that in this city, which should be and’he Government can deny it all it likes; it can seek
has been regarded as one of the world's great citie®, walk away from the responsibility. But at least
we are subject to a Third World water supplythe former President of the United States had
system. We are in the seventh week of a wateenough sense to accept that members of government
crisis. We are constantly told to boil our water tohave to accept responsibility for a problem and do
avoid those diseases that travellers around the workbmething about it. The Government's response to
have been told to worry about—Delhi belly andthe crisis has been poor. It has been so busy
Montezuma's revenge—and now in this city we havéhrowing around blame that it has done little to
Carr's curse. reassure the people of this State and this city that it
is doing something about the problem.
Two weeks ago | visited beautiful Papua New
Guinea which, as we all know, has recently been | have three points to make in this debate. The
through some fairly difficult times. In the hotels in first is that the question of who bears responsibility
Papua New Guinea | was not told to boil the waterfor this problem and the way it arose has not been
| was not told to avoid drinking the water, and | wasproperly investigated. The Government has made
not told to use boiled water to brush my teeth. Imuch of the fact that because it adopted new
Papua New Guinea | was able to drink the waterstandards for Sydney Water it now has a problem. |
But | returned home to my city, a place that | ampoint out that the Government was dragged kicking
told is one of the great cities of the world, to be toldand screaming into adopting the 1996 National
that | cannot brush my teeth with the water. Whatealth and Medical Research Council standards, and
impression has this left some of our more recendid not adopt them wuntii May 1998. The
distinguished guests? For example, Secretary @overnment was reluctant to adopt the standards
State Madeleine Albright was told she could not usdecause it realised—at least | hope it realised—that
Sydney water to brush her teeth. The President af order to comply with those standards it needed to
Ireland, Mary McAleese, was told that if shedo one simple thing: update the treatment works.
intended to drink the water in this city she would
have to boil the kettle for one minute to make sure In order to comply with the standards the
it was safe. Government would have had to reinvest in the
system the money it had ripped out of Sydney
Hundreds of thousands of visitors to our fairWater. It was not in a position to do that because in
city are being dramatically inconvenienced by thehe previous few years it had used Sydney Water as
water crisis, which the Government has been unabke cash cow; it had ripped money out of Sydney
to solve. The water crisis began on 21 July. It iSNVater instead of reinvesting in capital expenditure to
now in its seventh week. When it began we wer@btain the plant required to deliver water of a
told it was only a small matter and would be quicklyquality that this city expects. Last year $279 million
resolved. Seven weeks later we are told it could bevas taken from Sydney Water's budget by
another six weeks before the people of this city capressuring a compliant board—
be confident that their water supply is safe. The
usual players say they should not be blamed because Mr Fraser: Labor mates.
it is not their fault. The Premier said it is not his
fault, the Minister for Planning said it is not his Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: As the honourable
fault and the very distinguished Labor candidate fomember for Coffs Harbour said, it was a board
Hughes, Mr David Hill, said it is not his fault. | stacked with Labor mates. Those Labor mates
remind honourable members that this same mampyrovided that money to the Government instead of



7142 ASSEMBLY 8 September 1998 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT

investing it in technology. The board was aware thatake that message to the Minister. The third point
capital investment was necessary. | am advised thaoncerns the Environment Protection Authority. That
at the beginning of this year the board was awarauthority is responsible for the administration of
that Australian Water Technologies wanted it toenvironmental protection in this State and
invest in upgrading plant. Earlier this year the boardesponsible for ensuring that environment protection
was advised that if Sydney Water was to guarantegfandards are in place.
the supply of water of the highest quality it needed
to invest money to upgrade the plant. What | am somewhat disconcerted at the lack of
happened? Instead of upgrading the plant the boaf®mment by the authority. | cannot recall a
did what the Government wanted: provided $27%tatement about this issue from either the Minister
million to help fund the State's poor budget. responsible for the Environment Protection
Authority—other than her comments in the House
The people of Sydney have suffered as aast night—or from the head of the authority, Neil
result. It was a poor financial decision and huge>hepherd. I draw to the attention of the House the

claims may be made against Sydney Water as memorandum of understanding between Sydney

result of the present crisis. The community isWater Corporation and the Environment Protection
regarding the authority's role as a

supposed to receive a rebate from Sydney WateRuthority
which will cost millions of dollars, and certain legal €9ulator of Sydney Water. That memorandum was

firms in this State are considering class actions. §9"€d on 26 November 1996 by the former
suggest that the Government will be required td1anaging Director of Sydney Water, Paul Broad,
repay the $279 million to meet the anticipate nd th.e D|rector—§eneral .Of the ~ Environment
claims. If the Government wishes to take credit fOProtchon Author!ty, Ne|_I Shepherd. The
introducing the standards, it must also accep‘?)(pl"jm"’Itory note in the introduction to that

e . , memorandum of understanding states:
responsibility for not implementing the necessary

ngra(_jmg Of the treatment works to ensure This Memorandum of Understanding was prepared by the
compliance with those standards. Environment Protection Authority and the Sydney Water
Corporation, in keeping with the requirements of the Water

The second point concerns the deathly silence B0a/d (Corporatisation) Act 1994. Section 35 of the Act
requires the Corporation to enter into a separate Memorandum

about the 'j0|e of the licensed regulgtqr of Sydney Understanding with each of its regulators, including the
Water. Whilst the regulator has a limited role to Environment Protection Authority.

audit compliance with licence requirements, | ask
the Minister for Agriculture to inquire of the
Minister responsible for Sydney Water whether that
body has be:-en. aIIow.ed 'to act corn_plgtely iNand | stress the following words—

accordance with its legislative responsibilities. Has

that body been stymied in any way from properly and ensure environment protection, restoration and
investigating whether there has been compliance enhancement at the least overall cost to the community.

with the requirements of the licence for Sydney

Water? It is an independent body and should pd is clear that environment protection is one reason
allowed to operate independently. | seek ar!ihat the memorandum of understanding was entered

assurance from the Government that there has be%o' The introduction to the memorandum sets out
. . the role of the EPA. It states:
no interference with that process.

The Memorandum of Understanding is designed to facilitate
effective interaction between our two organisations—

. . The EPA has the responsibility to protect the environment in
The community would like to know that the  NSw taking into account community values, scientific and

independent auditor of the licence has at least been expert knowledge, best practice environmental regulation and
able to conduct a proper investigation and has had economic considerations. As such, it develops environmental
Il inf . . . policy and programs, carries out regulatory functions and
access Fo. all in ormation required under its statutory provides environmental education.
responsibilities. | seek that assurance, through the
Minister for Agriculture, from the Minister for What regulatory functions has the EPA carried out
Urban Affairs and Planning, who is responsible folwith regard to Sydney Water and what inquiry has it
Sydney Water. The Minister for Agriculture is aundertaken during the present water crisis? What
fair-minded and sensible gentleman. In fact, he is work has it done to satisfy the community that the
former policeman and understands the importance ®PA has fulfilled its statutory obligations for Sydney
scrutiny and appreciates that the community wanté/ater? The MOU notes that some of the
to know that all processes in relation to Sydneyesponsibilities —under licence conditions and
water have been Comp”ed with. | am sure he willmonitoring will be vested in the EPA. It states:
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Compliance monitoring and reporting by Sydney Water is to The EPA and Sydney Water are committed to open
be undertaken as specified in licences, approvals and communication and consultation with the community on key
certificates of registration issued by the EPA. Compliance with  strategic issues affecting the regulation of Sydney Water
relevant environmental legislation and requirements in EPA
licence conditions, approvals and certificates of registrationrhat particular clause should have been referred to
will be independently audited by the EPA. . . .
P Y y David Hill. As honourable members know, David
. o Hill took a somewhat different view about open
What compliance monitoring ha_ls the .EPA _d_one foE:ommunication. He decided it would be better to
Sydney Water, not_ only dur!ng .th|s crisis  but eep the people of Sydney in the dark about the
ove_raII? What compllance_ can It point _to that COUI;};roblems with Sydney water, and not communicate
satisfy Fhe people  of th's. city that it has bei with them in the way this MOU suggests should be
overseeing Sydney Water in any shape or form_. the norm. The EPA and Sydney Water are

ask the Minister for the Environment, who is . . .
. . . fzommltted to open communication. The Opposition
responsible for the EPA, to advise the community o : .
: : _would like them to implement that part of the MOU.
the action the EPA has taken in respect of |ts|_ :
o o he other part of this MOU that should have been
responsibilities for monitoring Sydney Water. The )
.. more closely considered by both Sydney Water and
MOU states that Sydney Water must comply Wlththe EPA is clause 4.2 5. which states:
all relevant requirements of New South Wales e '
environmental law. Surely it is the role of the EPA - S .
to ensure that compliance. but the EPA has been Licence, approval and certificate of registration conditions
p ! should make reasonable provision for unforeseeable

deathly silent throughout the Sydney Water crisis. emergency conditions.

It has had little to contribute to the debate andsomeone within Sydney Water forgot to consider
has done little to restore even limited pUbIlCunforeseeab|e emergency conditions. The
Conﬁ.dence that, in its role as SUperViSOf, it has beemanagement response to the Sydney water issue has
monitoring what Sydney Water has been up tOpeen less than edifying. To suggest that the
Another issue of concern to the community is thegovernment has been in control of this issue is
fact that there has been less than full and frankomplete nonsense. The people of Sydney think it is
that has been collected by Sydney Water. Thigater on a daily basis think it is nonsense to suggest
memorandum of understanding provides: that Sydney Water and the Government have made

... data gathered or collated by the Corporation may also bBI’OVISIOI’] for unfores?eable e.mergency conqmons. !
available to the EPA depending upon circumstances. “.f,pent most of last night looking after my sick son,

reaching a decision as to whether data can be provided, twwho had a very bad night. He was not at all well.
following matters need to be considered: As | was tending him the possibility that he had

been infected by either cryptosporidium or giardia
%rossed my mind, and | suspect every mother in
Sydney who is looking after a sick child has done

(i) whether the data requested is commercially confidential; the same.

(i) whether the data has been gathered by Australian Wat
Technologis . . . for anexternal client;

(iii) Whet?er the de_ita requestedlls still in draft form or is "raw Mr Watkins: And fathers.
data", not having been quality controlled.

Given the amount of concern expressed by the Mrs CHIKARQVSKI: - And fathers.
community about the data collected by Australian
Water Technologies—and, indeed, Sydney Water's
new body recently established by the
Government—| suggest that there is almost an  Mrs CHIKAROVSKI:  Indeed. In fact, my
obligation on the Environment Protection Authorityfather is looking after his grandson today, so |
to investigate that data and provide it to theAcCept that. All people who are looking after sick
community. The community is not confident that itchildren today would be concerned to think that
is being told the full story, or that it is not being there may be some link between the water and the
kept in the dark by the Government. The communit)i”ness that has manifested itself in their homes. | do
would be reassured if it knew that the Environmenfiot intend to blame the Government for my son's
Protection Authority was examining that data andllness, but I do blame the Government for creating
independently assessing it. This MOU provides tha®n atmosphere within the city that would cause
opportunity and it is time the EPA came clean andeople to even consider that drinking the water is
told us it is fu|f||||ng that role. | note with wry |Ik6|y to cause their families to be ill. | blame the

amusement that one of the provisions of this MOUSovernment for not being in control of this crisis. |
refers to open communication: blame the Government for trying to shift the blame

Mr Amery: And grandfathers, | would think.
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to everyone but those who should accepbeen placed further away from the Leader of the
responsibility, that is, the people who sit on theOpposition. This debate, launched by the Leader of
Government side of this Chamber. the Opposition, has more to do with the difficulty he
has in maintaining his position than with any other
A person who chooses to become a Ministeaspect.
should act in a responsible manner; he or she must
accept the responsibility as well the good times. The | have learned several lessons—no doubt we
Minister should take responsibility for the fact thatall have—from the incidents in Sydney in recent
in this State and city it is his problem. It is the months. The first relates to the fragile nature of the
Minister's crisis and he has not shown the leadershipydney water catchment. For too long we have
that the community would like to see. Therefore, ittaken for granted the high-quality water that
is quite appropriate and within the leave of themagically appears when we turn on a tap. Too few
debate on this motion to say that the Government nof us have given any thought to where that water
longer has the confidence of this House or of theomes from and the quality of water in the Sydney
people of Sydney. water catchment system: we have assumed that all
has been well. We should be aware of the
Mr WATKINS (Gladesville) [9.46 a.m.]: The experience in other parts of Australia. | understand
most accurate thing the honourable member for Lanthat outbreaks of cryptosporidium and giardia have
Cove said was that she does not blame theccurred in Lismore and other places. It is
Government for her son's illness. That could beénteresting to note that news reports today refer to a
broadened to include most people in Sydney. Thegimilar problem in Adelaide.
do not blame the Government for the problems
associated with Sydney's water supply. The people Everyone involved in water quality throughout
of Sydney are aware that a major health problerthe nation is examining the issue carefully. It should
exists, but they do not blame the Governmenbe noted that it is as much a problem in every
because they are realistic and open-minded about theveloped western nation as it is in Australia. The
cause. They want to see if fixed, and that is theroposition that because of problems with the purity
approach the Government has taken. of its water Sydney has become a Third World city
is false. As the pressure of development and
The depressing reality about this debate is thgiopulation growth impact on water catchment
it seeks to apportion blame. The Opposition'sjuality in the future, these problems will have to be
objective is to find someone to blame for thisfaced in most major cities of the world. As a
problem. The debate has nothing to do withcommunity | hope that we will learn that unless our
informing people about a major health issue or withwater catchment areas are maintained in a pristine
trying to establish a process by which theseondition there will be problems. The cause of the
problems can be avoided in the future. The procegwresent water quality problems in Sydney is unclear.
indicates how absolutely irrelevant and redundar$everal reports suggest they were caused by a huge
such debates are. No doubt most members of therush of water into Warragamba Dam, Sydney's
Opposition are praying that no-one outside thisnain dam.
House is listening to their speeches. This debate has

nothing to do with water quality or public health; it A few weeks after having been at only 60 per
is related to the leadership ambitions of thecent capacity, the dam was full. Who knows what
honourable member for Lane Cove. impact that has had on water quality. This crisis

should make us realise the fragility and importance
It is interesting to note that two of the of our water catchment system and the need to
conspirators against the present Leader of thprotect it. | have been very pleased with the efforts
Opposition—the honourable member for Gosfordf the Premier and the Minister for Land and Water
and the honourable member for Lane Cove—hav€onservation who have announced steps to ensure
taken part in the debate this morning. They were nahat the issue will be carefully examined. The same
given the guernsey to lead the charge yesterdagourse of action will be taken in every city in
They did not speak last night and their names havAustralia. The water quality problem has
been placed well down the list. That fits in with theconcentrated our attention on our interdependence
very interesting body language and behaviour of thwith natural systems. Unless we get the balance
honourable member for Lane Cove, who sits quietlyight, we will have problems in the future. The
in the background when the pressure is on theecond lesson | have learned—a matter that has
Leader of the Opposition. When the President o$urprised me—concerned the reaction of the people
Ireland was delivering her wonderful address thef Sydney to the water crisis. To call it a crisis is an
honourable member for Lane Cove could not haveverstatement. The people of Sydney have
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approached this water problem with great tolerancaf resignation, but certainly not a strong desire to

forbearance and understanding. blame individuals. Members of the public understand
the causes of the crisis and they understand that it is
Ms Ficarra: You think so, do you? not within the control of any Government. This

problem is occurring in Adelaide under a
Mr WATKINS: If some honourable members conservative government and it occurred in New
do not believe that, | have only to point to mySouth Wales under the previous Government, but,
experience as a local member. Being a marginalnfortunately, no-one was told. The people of
seat, my electorate tends to quickly reflect changeSydney know that no government is to blame for
in the public's emotions or focus. | have notincreased levels of cryptosporidium and giardia in
received one call, letter or e-mail about the qualitythe water system. It is how the Government reacts to
of Sydney's water, or about any of the problems thahe problem that interests people.
have arisen in the past three weeks. In my monthly
column in the local paper | have included details Ms Ficarra: That is what you will be judged
about the water problems and information from theon.
Health Department. No-one has contacted my office
to ask or complain about water quality problems or Mr WATKINS: That is what we will be
about how the Government has reacted. No-one hagdged on, and what we are being judged on at the
criticised the Government, the Premier or themoment. | have to tell the honourable member for
Minister or called for their heads. Georges River that the judgment of the people of
Sydney is a positive one. They regard this as a
The fact that not one constituent has contactegublic health issue and they are happy with the
my office to complain about water quality problemsGovernment's response. The people of Sydney do
does not indicate that the people of Sydney araot want the apportioning of blame, the personality
unconcerned. No doubt all honourable membersf politics. They do not want hypocrisy or political
certainly those with children, have been boiling theipoint scoring. In short, they do not want what the
water. It is difficult to boil enough water to keep alLeader of the Opposition did yesterday when he
family functioning. There is no doubt that the waterlaunched a senseless and foolish censure motion
problems have caused difficulties for the people o&gainst the Government. The people of Sydney do
Sydney, but they have not contacted my electoralot see the issue in that light at all.
office. Other members of Parliament have told me
the same thing—no-one has contacted them in anger What the Opposition has been saying
or to demonstrate concern about the problem. Ithroughout this debate has not helped. It has not
contrast, | received 600 letters about thehelped the status of Sydney or the people of Sydney.
Government's position on the State's south-ea¥he Opposition does not help by saying in this
forests, and | interviewed 20 to 30 local constituent$louse, "We are a Third World city. What a shame
and received scores of letters about land tax. that Madeleine Albright had to drink bottled water
when she was here." That does not go down
The people of Sydney appreciate that thearticularly well with the people of Sydney. | am
problem with Sydney's water is a public health issuable to understand why the Leader of the Opposition
that must be treated in an orderly fashion. They arbas chosen to take this path. For him this issue must
confident when they see advertisements in thbave seemed to be a political lifeline. The issue of
Sydney Morning Herald and hear radio contaminated water has had an impact on every
announcements that the Government is attending twusehold in Sydney. The Opposition, which was
the public health issue in a proper, ordered anfiaving great difficulties in laying a glove on the
responsible fashion. The third lesson | have learne@overnment, must have thought of this issue as one
from this crisis relates to the behaviour of thethat dropped that from the heavens, much like the
Opposition. My expectation was that members of theain. The water supply is the responsibility of a
Opposition—who want to be in government after thegovernment authority, Sydney Water, and the
next election—would have detected the mood oOpposition has chosen to lay the blame at the feet of
Sydneysiders; that they would have understood théhe Carr Labor Government.
public's concerns and followed a course that the
people of Sydney wanted. The present beleaguered Leader of the
Opposition, must have been very pleased to at last
However, they do not understand the public'find an issue that he thought he could use against
desire for information and for health issues to behe Government. The Leader of the Opposition
addressed. The people want to know the time frameisread the mood and, in his eagerness, developed a
for resolution of the issue. There is also an elemenesponse that has been rejected by the people of



7146 ASSEMBLY 8 September 1998 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT

Sydney. The response of the Leader of thevould tell the people of Sydney about that, because
Opposition is interesting in that it has flipped andit realised what damage could result. The coalition
flopped all over the place. The Leader of thechose to shelve the issue. Everything fell into place
Opposition called first for resignations and then foryesterday when the Premier released this
special legislation. Yesterday he gave notice that hieformation—people realised why the Leader of the
intends to introduce special legislation. TheOpposition's call for a royal commission fell silent a
Government and the Leader of the Opposition knoweek ago. Someone in his party reminded him that
that his legislation will go nowhere. This issue will, when the coalition was in office, and he was a
it is to be hoped, be behind us in a few weeks anilinister, there were problems with the water but the
will then be forgotten, as will the proposed coalition did nothing. The coalition decided that it
legislation of the Leader of the Opposition. would be best to drop its call for a royal
commission, demonstrating the hypocrisy at the
The Leader of the Opposition, however,centre of this debate.
considers that he has done his job. He has
demonstrated that he intends to take action. As  Coalition members are censuring the
Leader of the Opposition he is required to doGovernment for doing something that they did not
something, so he decided to introduce a bill. Hihave the courage to do when they were in office.
legislation will disappear. The Leader of theCoalition members when in office covered up this
Opposition then called for a royal commission. Asissue and now expect this Government to cop the
the Premier pointed out yesterday, that call is ndlame for doing the right thing, for being honest and
longer being made. The Government is aware of thielling the people of Sydney when there is a
reasons for the sudden silence on the call for a roygiroblem with the water supply. Every time there has
commission. A royal commission would consider theébeen a problem with Sydney's water the Minister has
quality of water without fear or favour and would told the people of Sydney about that. Coalition
consider the previous Government's record on watéinisters did not do so. It is clear that this motion
quality. Yesterday in question time the Premiemf no confidence in the Government has more to do
released information which showed that when thevith the problems being faced by the Leader of the
coalition was in government— Opposition in his role than it has to do with
Sydney's water. The position of leader of the
Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Mills): Order! opposition is very difficult in any State. What does
The honourable member for Coffs Harbour willone do? One has to be seen to be acting—if a leader
cease interjecting. Such behaviour is disorderly. of the Opposition does nothing then the community
complains that it never hears from him. On the other
Mr WATKINS: When those who now sit on hand, if he starts to take action then many people
the Opposition's front bench—those who havesay that he is complaining all the time.
attacked the Government in this debate—were in
office, many of them serving as Ministers, Sydney's The biggest problem the Leader of the
water contained levels of giardia andOpposition has is not with the electors of New
cryptosporidium far higher than those that triggeredsouth Wales. The biggest problem for any leader of
recent warnings that people should not drink taphe Opposition is in keeping his troops happy. A
water. Ministers of the former Liberal-National leader of the Opposition, whoever that may be, has
Government received that information but theyto ensure that the people behind him consider that
shelved it—they did not tell the people of Sydneyhe is doing a good and responsible job. The present
that there were problems with the water. Giardia antleader of the Opposition is having problems in that
cryptosporidium traces in Sydney's water are not eegard. We all know that there are grumblings and
new occurrence of the past few months; they havaictions within the New South Wales Opposition.
been in Sydney's water supply for the past eighthe honourable member for Lane Cove intends to
years and probably longer. The coalition when irbe Leader of the Opposition and would like to be in
government was given information about that buthat position soon. In such a tense environment, the
refused to issue a public health warning. How dar@resent Leader of the Opposition has been presented
coalition members raise the image of sufferingwith an opportunity to take some action on a public
children today, knowing that when they werehealth issue.
responsible they did nothing.
The Leader of the Opposition has decided to
When the coalition Government receivedmove a motion of no confidence against the
information about levels of giardia and Government. He decided to lead the charge against
cryptosporidium in Sydney's water it chose to dahe Government by making a passionate speech that
nothing. There was no way in the world that itwould show his troops that he can take a fight to the
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Government, whack together some arguments, speatembers criticise the structure that has in their view
well and score some points that will strengthen hised to a poor response on the issue of water quality,
position and cause the attack on him from theet they created that structure. As we all know,
honourable member for Lane Cove to lose some aforporatisation of Sydney Water was the first stage
its impetus. This motion is all about the position ofin the coalition's plans to privatise that body.
the Leader of the Opposition; it is nothing to do
with improving the quality of Sydney's water. Honourable members will remember the heady
days when the Greiner Government was managing
One could well imagine a scene in the officethis State better for the people. Its way of doing that
of the Leader of the Opposition late at night somavas to corporatise public authorities and then to
weeks ago. Perhaps it was raining outside, and th@ivatise them. Corporatisation was always the first
inside of the windows would be misted up from astep on the path to privatisation. Honourable
kettle boiling in the corner. The Leader of themembers will remember that Margaret Thatcher
Opposition was asking his loyal advisers how theorporatised, sold off, the water quality of England
coalition could use this issue. Someone came uand that the conservative South Australian
with the idea of introducing legislation. Then thereGovernment tried to do the same thing. The answer
was a suggestion to move a censure on the Ministeof the former Government to any problem that it
That suggestion was discarded in favour of a motiomight have was to jump out of government control
of no confidence against the entire Government, iof any authorities. The coalition lost government
the hope that it would put the Opposition on thebefore corporatisation went to privatisation, although
front page of the newspapers and show the Leadé@onourable members will probably figure that the
of the Opposition performing. Of course, he willpage of its policy that it will not reveal until the
have another chance to perform at the end of thisext election is the privatisation agenda that covers
motion, when he has the opportunity to reply. TheSydney Water and electricity.
Leader of the Opposition hopes to increase his
standing and to diminish the attack of the Everyone knows that the Leader of the
honourable member for Lane Cove. Opposition is committed to privatising electricity. If
the coalition regains government, it will try to
The Leader of the Opposition has not beermrivatise Sydney Water, the State Rail Authority and
concerned about the people of Sydney but about tHeydney Buses, but it will not tell us about that. The
honourable member for Lane Cove, who, on thdormer Government set up the structure of Sydney
very night we have been talking about, was probablyater that it now criticises. It is opposing steps to
out duchessing groups of Sydney businessmen wheform the structure of that body to ensure that
told her that she was the best thing that the coalitiopublic accountability through the Minister is
had going for it and that the sooner she took over amaximised. The shadow minister has realised that
Leader of the Opposition the better it would be forthere are problems with the structure of Sydney
the coalition and its hopes for government. It isWater and has therefore determined that the answer
depressing that that is what has driven this motioris to make Sydney Water more accountable to the
The Opposition has suggested that the Government4inister. This Government proposes to do that, but
actions in this issue deserve censure. A censutbe Opposition is concerned that it will allow the
motion is mounted by an opposition against aVinister to get too close. The coalition is still on its
government. If enough members vote in support oforporatisation path, pushing public authorities away
that motion, that is cause for great governmentrom the control of the Minister.
embarrassment. The Opposition has suggested that
the Government deserves censure on this issue. A The Opposition is locked into its shallow
motion such as this legitimately opens forcorporatist view of the world in which ministerial
consideration the record and the recent behaviour eésponsibilities are unnecessary, a barrier to
the coalition. efficiency, an outmoded hangover from the past. |
can tell honourable members that it is not an
In talking about the corporate body Sydneyoutmoded hangover from the past. The people of
Water and its responsibility in this whole issue, it isSydney expect Ministers to be responsible for the
necessary to talk about the present entity of Sydnegperation of Sydney Water, which will happen under
Water. It was the coalition Government thatthe Government's proposed structure. The most
corporatised Sydney Water and created the modslrprising and disturbing thing that | have heard in
that has led to the present situation. The coalitiothe recent weeks and months that water quality has
separated the Minister from Sydney Water and itbeen in the public eye was the information that the
operations. It pushed the Minister away at arm'®remier released yesterday to the people of New
length from Sydney Water. Today coalition South Wales.
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| was shocked and saddened to hear that thbe politics behind this censure motion. It should be
Opposition is criticising the Government for doinglaughed at in this place. When the vote comes it will
something it would not do. The newspapers pickethe defeated.
up the significance of it this morning. The Minister
has advised the public when there is a problem, for Mr O'DOHERTY (Ku-ring-gai) [10.15 a.m.]:
when the giardia and cryptosporidium counts havé often get the opportunity to follow the honourable
reached a certain level it becomes a public healtmember for Gladesville. | do not know how that
problem. The coalition Government did not do thathappens.
It had the opportunity and the information available
but it did not have the courage to do it. The former Mr Watkins: It does not always happen that
Government was concerned that if it informed thewvay.
public that high levels of giardia and
cryptosporidium were present in the water it would Mr O'DOHERTY: As the honourable
cause a public health problem and the Governmemember says, it does not always happen that way.
would cop the political problems. It shirked its However, it does give me the opportunity to discuss
responsibilities, fobbed off the matter and filed thesome of his themes and put a correct perspective on
information in a filing cabinet, never to see the lightthem. The honourable member for Gladesville does
of day. not believe that there is a role for private enterprise
to help society to progress. That is why he went on
The present Leader of the Opposition; theand on about these great bogymen and used scare
would-be Leader of the Opposition, the honourabléactics. The honourable member for Gladesville said
member for Lane Cove; the leader of Oppositiorthat the coalition, of which | am a member, wants to
business in this place; and the Deputy Leader of thgrivatise water, privatise this and privatise that. Let
Opposition, were senior Ministers in the previousme make it plain from the outset. On behalf of the
Government. They knew about the water qualitNew South Wales Opposition | inform the House
problems but covered them up. If anyone should bthat the coalition has absolutely no intention of
censured it should not be the Government; it shoulgrivatising Sydney Water. As the Leader of the
be that mob over there. Why did the previousOpposition has said on many occasions, it has never
Government not take action? We really should nobeen its policy and will not be its policy. If
criticise some members of the Opposition. honourable members had been listening when the
Leader of the Opposition came back from the United
Three members are currently sitting on theKingdom—
Opposition benches: one was a noble and well-liked
Speaker—the honourable member for Hawkesbury—  Mr Watkins: We will write that down.
and the other two were members of the Government.
They probably did not know. But certainly former Mr O'DOHERTY: It is in Hansard The
Ministers knew the situation and they did not informhonourable member can write it down and take his
the people of Sydney. Why did they not take action®wn notes. One of the things that the Leader of the
What sort of government was the previousOpposition said, which is held to be true by the
Government to refuse to take action on a publicoalition side of politics, is that the experience in
health risk? What sort of people would decide not tdGreat Britain has taught us that water is a public
tell the public but would dare to criticise this utility that must never be in private ownership but
Government today for taking action to inform themust remain in public ownership and be accountable

people about what has happened? to the public. The honourable member for
Gladesville has just said that the Government wants
Mr Shedden: Gross hypocrisy. to make Ministers more responsible for our water

system. Ministers are responsible. If the honourable

Mr WATKINS: People are concerned aboutmember had taken the trouble to read the relevant
our political institutions. Politics is anathema to mostActs he would know that whether Sydney Water is
young people because they see the hypocrisy and thbaracterised as a corporate body or as some other
double standards of members of this place. Thetatutory authority the Minister still is responsible.
Opposition is a perfect example of that. UnlesdHow its internal structures work is not relevant to
members of Parliament as a group realise thdhe debate, but the accountability and responsibility,
people, and especially young people, are ncare in the hands of the Minister and the
interested in political point scoring and hypocrisyGovernment.
and want governments to respond to problems when
they arise, they will lose forever the support of the There should be no doubt about that because
people, and that would be disturbing. | reject totallyin 1995 or 1996 the Labor Government strengthened
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the Minister's control over the operations of Sydneyy suggesting it is about whether health warnings
Water. Therefore, what the honourable member fowere issued to the public. It is not. The debate is
Gladesville proposes is already the case: thabout the Government's handling of the situation and
Government is responsible. If the Government ists attempts to create a political quick fix by sacking

responsible, why has the Government not acceptdtle chairman of Sydney Water and public servants,
its responsibility and acted, firstly, in a way thatand remaining at arm's length so that the public
would allow the people of New South Wales and thecould not make it accountable. That was the rhetoric
people of Sydney to trust that the water system iffom the honourable member for Gladesville.

clean and, secondly, to protect their interests? If thBecause the Government has created a political
Government is already responsible—and | havsolution it has lost the trust of the people. It is not a
demonstrated that it is—why do the people ofguestion of whether health warnings were issued but
Sydney not trust the fact that we have a clean watarhat was actually done and which side of politics

system and that the Government has its eye on thes the correct vision to provide a system in which
ball? Why is there a deep sense of dissatisfactiotihe people of Sydney can turn on the tap and be
with the performance of the Government? assured that the water will be clean.

That is why the Opposition has moved a | shall refer to what has happened since 1992,
motion of no confidence in the Government, thewhen | was elected to Parliament and when the
most serious motion that can be moved in thigoalition was in government. Levels of
House. The Government has sought to provide onlgryptosporidium and giardia were detected in
a political solution, not a real solution, to thecatchment areas and storage areas during that time,
problems of Sydney's water crisis. | am not blamingand the coalition does not dispute that. It is on the
the Government for cryptosporidium or giardiapublic record and no-one would disagree, except the
because they have been in the environment for Rremier and his mate the honourable member for
very long time—certainly longer than the CarrGladesville. | refer briefly to a report presented to
Government has been in office and before we werthe Parliament in 1994 by the Joint Select
walking on this planet. They, along with other Committee upon the Sydney Water Board. | was a
parasites, pathogens and other nasties, have bemember of that committee and Government
part of our water supply for a very long time. As committee members were alarmed at the direction of
long as bears have done whatever it is they do in ththe Labor Party and the Independent who chaired
woods, those things have been in our water supply.the committee, the honourable member for Manly.
am sorry to talk in those terms but the Opposition

tells it as it is. They were pushing for a system that would
reduce the quality of drinking water for the people
Mr Rozzoli: Those are the bare facts. of Sydney. They wanted to rely almost entirely on

catchment management and keep it free of
Mr O'DOHERTY: As the honourable pathogens and other nasties that occur when humans
member for Hawkesbury says, those are the baiateract with the environment. They believed that a
facts. Our modern society has progressed througtiean water system could be created by simply
industrial activities and developed as a civilisationlocking up the pristine environment around
We have put greater demands on our own watéVarragamba Dam and its catchment areas. That is
systems and over the years have added to timatently crazy. In the past few days they have
pathogens and bacteria that have entered our watelamed the drought and flood, which are naturally
catchment areas. We have tried to solve thoseccurring events. What happened to their ideological
problems through a variety of means, such aposition of 1994 in which they asserted that
sewage treatment plants and various other catchmesdtchment management alone and a pristine
management techniques. As society progresses aadvironment are the best solutions, making the
becomes more complex and as the demand on tlemvironment more important than human beings?
water supply increases and more waste enters our
water supply, increasingly sophisticated techniques  That ideology has gone out the window for
are required to ensure a clean water system. Ommlitical pragmatism. Now they seek to blame the
technique is water treatment plants. environment and hail the success of the water
treatment plants built by the former Government.
The honourable member for GladesvilleHonourable members opposite say there were levels
said that the former Government had recorded levelsf cryptosporidium and giardia found in 1992 and
of giardia and cryptosporidium in Sydney's waterl994 and that nothing was done. That is wrong.
supply storage areas and had done nothing about Eirst, the Government, through Sydney Water,
That is completely wrong. He corrupted the debatintroduced a technique to increase the levels of
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alum, a setting compound that helps to settléMembers of the coalition Government referred to the
clumps of bacteria and so on from the water. Alsodocument entitled "Doing the Vision Thing" written

it increased the dosages of chlorine in the system toy former chairman of Sydney Water and a former
try to cope with the levels that had been found. Thenvironment minister of the previous coalition

former Government did one more important thing: itGovernment, Tim Moore, the former member for
committed the people of New South Wales to one oGordon. The report states:

the world's best treatment plants at Prospect.

Honourable members should not just take my word In "Doing the Vision Thing", Messrs Wilson, Harley and
for it: they should ask the Premier Moore refer (on pages 66 and 67) to their support for the
’ ' water treatment plants by:

In 1994 the Labor Party, which was in + warning of the detection of giardia and
opposition, opposed this measure. However, on 1 cryptosporidium

October 1996 the Premier opened this treatment o ) )
plant, which the coalition built because of its There it is in black and white, a waming to the

concern for the safety of the people of New SouttP€ople of New South Wales of the detection of
Wales because of the contamination found idiardia —and  cryptosporidium. The document
Sydney's catchment. The Labor Party did not warftontinues:

to build the treatment plant, because of its
ideological obsession with the use of private money
to build public facilities. The honourable member for

noting that the Water Board had to increase alum
and chlorine dosing in an inefficient manner

Gladesville, who is from the left-wing of the Labor . inviting the private sector to assist in funding and
Party, went on about this. However, in 1996, by developing solutions to the problem with drinking
which time the Labor Party was in office, it said water quality

that the water plant was tremendous. The Premier

said: . undertaking investigations for water treatment plants

to ensure the protection of Sydney's health.
One of the many factors contributing to the lifestyle that has_l_h . . ibuted b b f
made Sydney famous is the quality of Sydney's wate. The € mmc_mty report, contributed to by m.em ers o
Prospect plant is fully automated and built to comfortablythe coalition Government of the day, continues:
meet the quality required for both present and future

demaul . . .This plant is a model of successful partnership the Government members share the views of the authors of
between the public and private sectors and an outstanding "Doing the Vision Thing" that there can be no compromise on

achievement which will supply Sydney with clean drinking 14 issue of high health standards for Sydney.
water for generations to come.

. . In 1994 the coalition Government was concerned
Of course, that was until this year. Honourable

b "  that the f G about what the Labor Party and the honourable
members opposite assert that the tormer overnmenls mper  for Manly were doing. The report
ignored the warnings. The honourable member fo& - .
. ontinues:

Davidson also was a member of the select
Com_mlttee' He would remember that a_‘t the t'_me There is a persistent claim in this section that the Board was
coalition Government members had to fight against not interested in catchment management until 1993 (e.g. page
members of the Labor Party and the Independent 84), whereas catchment management was conducted for
chairman, the honourable member for Manly, who decads ... Theeven more pernicious claim is made that "the
did not want to use water treatment plants to cope "€cessity for water treatment plants is caused by catchment

. deterioration” (page 86). The majority on the Committee
W'th these problems. Governmeqt m.embers were. SO simply ignored all other possible reasons which were given for
incensed that they released a minority report, which introducing treatment for water.
is on the public record and which gives the lie to
claims of the Labor Party today that the GovernmenCoalition Government members further commented:
of the time did not inform people about problems in
the water supply. The Board acts on the principle that the high quality water
from catchments into dams reduces the need for expensive

. . . . . treatment later in the delivery process. Prospect Reservoir
The minority report to this Parliament, which management is currently under stress—settling times are near

bears the names of then Government members WhO tneir |imits. Prospect Reservoir was designed in the 1880s to
sat on that committee, spells out coalition concerns detain water in storage for 180 days (“Doing the Vision
about cryptosporidium and giardia. The previous Thing", page 66), but today water is detained for
coalition Government spelt out why its solution, that 2PProximately two days. It has been estimated that at least two
- months detention is recommended for minimal standards of
of bquIng better treatment-plants, was better than turbidity settlement. The third element in the strategy,
that of the Labor Opposition, now the Labor treatment, is now necessary and the Board has to maintain a

Government, which did not want plants to be built. clean distribution system.
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That is what | and other members of thespoken, knew full well about the problems of the
Government in 1994 said in our minority report tosystem, and he is now running it. The Minister has
the Joint Select Committee upon the Sydney Watatone nothing to improve the quality of either the
Board. There are two ways to ensure a clean wateatchment or the treatment plants. The Government
supply. First, make sure that the catchment is cleamay have opened plants but it did not bother to ask
Sewage treatment plants and industrial and othevhether they are meeting world's best practice health
polluters within a catchment must do their bit.standards. In 1996 the coalition asked the
However, the current Government has not taken th@overnment why cryptosporidium was not being
necessary steps to ensure a clean catchment. tested for, and the Minister said it was not
necessary. The Government had no excuse for
Second, the filtration system must filter outsaying that, given that in 1994 the Minister for water
and treat the water to make sure that pathogenswas a member of the water committee on which |
bugs and nasties—in the water do not reach the tapsnd the honourable member for Davidson sat.
In 1994 the coalition Government realised that
Prospect Reservoir, which was built back in the The Minister heard all the evidence and knew
1880s, was no longer good enough to meet thall the facts. He was committed to catchment
demands of Sydney, a city that has grown beyonthanagement alone and not to treatment. He has an
all measure. Prospect Reservoir was designed hgeological problem. Honourable members may
engineers to let the water settle for 180 days. Wheremember the charade about production of contract
water comes down from a catchment into a dam itlocuments. The then Opposition was worried only
becomes churned up, especially following the recerdgbout who was paying for the project, where was the
storms which the Government blames for its watemoney going and whether the private sector—that
problems. The bacteria about which we are nowasty P word—was involved. The then Opposition
concerned are churned up and pass into Prospetitl not worry about water quality.
Reservoir. Engineers have stated that the 180 days is
the optimum time to allow pathogens to sink to the Since 1995 the Government has been in
bottom of Prospect Reservoir. control but has done nothing to improve the water
system. Sydney has suffered a drought followed by
That is one of the reasons Sydney Water adds series of storms. The system could not cope.
a compound called alum to the water. Alum clumpdNorse than that, the Government actually removed
or chemically bonds onto the pathogens, makes thepatchment management inspectors whose job it was
heavier and causes them to sink to the bottonto police catchment areas and ensure that people did
These days the water is not allowed 180 days taot enter where they were not supposed to be and
move from one side of Prospect Reservoir to thgenerate waste in the Sydney water supply
other and then to pass along the mains to our tapsatchment. Let us not have such hypocrisy.
Because so many Sydneysiders are taking water
from Prospect Reservoir the pathogens have only  Ms Ficarra: It is cost cutting.
two days to settle—a much shorter period than the
180-day flow period for which it was designed. Mr O'DOHERTY: It is cost cutting, as the
honourable member for Georges River rightly says.
In 1994 the former coalition Government Today's Daily Telegraph points out that during
realised, first, that the water needed to be helped toeavy rains in August all the sewage treatment
settle faster and, second, that a world's best practipdants within the Warragamba Dam inner and outer
treatment plant was needed to treat the water thaatchment areas had large overflows and were
was coming through in two days instead of 18Qunable to process raw sewage. That raw sewage
days. The coalition Government committed a greaflowed into the creeks, into the rivers, and down
deal of effort, time and expense to preparation fomto Warragamba Dam. Many sewage treatment
and building of a high quality water treatment plantplants, large and small, impact on the Warragamba
Why is Sydney experiencing problems now, andam catchment. Bob Carr will go out in his typical
why does the Opposition blame the currenpress release-driven fashion and say, "We have fixed
Government? Since 1995 the Labor Governmenthe problem. We have strengthened our power. We
which was elected with all its ideological baggagewill provide a better water system." He will point
about not caring for private sector water treatmentis finger, look seriously at the camera, and do all
plants, has taken its eye off the ball. Thethe stuff that he does in his marionette approach to
Government has not been doing its job. politics.

The current Minister for water, who also sat The fact is that the Government has had the
on the same committee about which | have juspower all along but has done nothing. It should have
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been upgrading sewage treatment plants right 85¢ per tonne—in other words, an increase of 62
throughout the outer catchment for the Sydney watguer cent over four years. As students in the gallery
area, but it has not done so. As todayxaily who are studying economics will understand, that is
Telegraphshows, that is one of the things that mustbout eight times the increase in the cost of living.
be done. The Government should upgrade sewadéat is how much more the people of the State have
treatment plants in Ku-ring-gai electorate, soon to bpaid for water under the Carr Government. That has
the electorate of Hornsby. The Labor Party has nallowed the Government to take about $800 million
provided a better system for Berowra Creek, whichn dividends out of Sydney Water, but it has not
it said it would do when in opposition. Berowra spent that money on upgrading the system and has
Creek does not lead into the Sydney Watedowngraded catchment management.
catchment, but it is part of the Hawkesbury-Nepean
system. Our children play in that creek and in the | do not blame the Carr Government for
Hawkesbury River. People go water-skiing theregiardia and cryptosporidium and other naturally
and we eat the oysters that come from places likeccurring pathogens that have been part of the
Brooklyn, which produces some of the best seafoodnvironment since creation, but | do blame the
in New South Wales. Constituents in Ku-ring-gaiGovernment for not fixing the problem, which it
electorate want the Government to upgrade ouknew about in 1995. | remind the House that the
sewage treatment plants. But Labor, despite its cledinister for Urban Affairs and Planning sat on the
promises when in opposition, has not done so. same committee that | sat on when we examined all
this information in great detail. Secondly, | blame
The Labor Party when in opposition spoke athe Government also for being ideologically opposed
lot about its plans, but it has done nothing. Thedo water treatment and for focusing only on
people of New South Wales no longer trust that theatchment management. Thirdly, | blame the
Government has its eye on the ball, and that is th&overnment for downgrading catchment
reason for this Opposition motion of no confidencemanagement. Fourthly, | blame the Government for
in the Government. Has the Government had thés hypocrisy when it opened the treatment plants
financial capacity to fix the treatment plants to athat it was opposed to, saying that they were the
better standard, to test for these pathogens, and best in the world—in other words, proclaiming the
upgrade sewage treatment plants? We know that success and pretending it was their own. Fifthly, |
has, because it has taken $800 million in dividendblame the Government for not keeping watch on the
from Sydney Water. Because the Government is thiigures coming through about water treatment.
Sydney Water shareholder—in other words, Sydneixthly, | blame the Government for not testing for
Water is still in public ownership, and that is wheregiardia and cryptosporidium, even though the
it should stay—the Government gets Sydney Wategvidence was that it should have been doing so in
dividends. Where has that money come from? It ha$996. Seventhly, | blame the Government for trying
come out of the water bills of the people of Newto create political solutions, and for sacking David
South Wales. Hill and Mr Pollett, rather than taking final
responsibility for creating a clean water system on
A headline in today'sDaily Telegraphstates behalf of the people of New South Wales
that $100 million is required to upgrade sewage
treatment plants. The Government has taken $800  Under the Westminster system the Government
million out of Sydney Water. Why could not the has that responsibility and accountability. That is
Government spend $100 million of that sum towhat the Parliament is all about. Our style of
upgrade the sewage treatment plants in the out@arliament, with a Government and an Opposition,
catchment area? Perhaps the Government wilbllows a centuries-old tradition of Ministers having
respond to that matter later in this debate. Whaoo answer questions asked by the Opposition on
knows where the Government has spent the money2half of the people of New South Wales about how
Perhaps it has spent it on marginal seats, flashyiey are managing the affairs of this State so as to
solutions, or inefficiencies in government. | assuramake it a better place for us all. Notwithstanding
the House it has not spent the $800 million orthat tradition, the Government cancelled question
public education, and it has not spent it on thd¢ime simply because it does not want to answer
sewage treatment plants, because those sewagegestions. The Government knows that it has the
treatment plants have not been upgraded. numbers to survive this no-confidence motion. But it
also knows, despite what the honourable member for
If people think that that money is not coming Gladesville said earlier, that there is deep-seated
out of taxpayers pockets, | assure them that it idissatisfaction in the New South Wales community
During the term of the Carr Government since 199%bout the Government's handling of this and many
the price of water has gone up from 65¢ per tonnether similar issues. The Opposition believes that,
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even though the majority of members of this House¢hey sacked the chairman and the managing director,
will not support this motion, the people of New but they have not accepted responsibility for their
South Wales have no confidence in the Governmen#ctions and mismanagement.
[Time expired
| turn to the management of Sydney Water

Mr HUMPHERSON (Davidson) [10.45 a.m.]: over the past 3% years under the Carr Government.
There is no more basic commodity used by humaim four successive Carr Government budgets,
beings than water. There is nothing more basic thadividends and tax equivalents of $820 million have
our expectation, as residents of a developed countrigeen taken out of the Sydney Water budget. That
to be able to turn on the taps in our homes andhoney was spent elsewhere notwithstanding a
drink the water and use it in food preparation andrystal clear requirement that funds needed to be
for cleaning, without jeopardising our health. Sydneyspent on sewage treatment, particularly in the
residents, contrary to their basic expectationsVarragamba catchment area, and also on water
continue to suffer from circumstances they havdreatment to guarantee a safe water supply. Money
been forced to endure for the past month or sdias been taken out of successive budgets from 1995-
They lack confidence in the Carr Government96 to 1998-99. In the 1995-96 budget $133 million
because it has not properly responded to the wateras extracted; in the 1996-97 budget a little more
crisis and has failed to meet community expectationthan $158 million was taken out; in the 1997-98
over the past three years. This motion is aboubudget $250 million was taken out; and $279 million
accountability and about the people of this Statés budgeted to be removed this financial year.
having confidence in the Government to look afteHowever, it is quite likely, given what happened last
their health and manage Sydney's water system. financial year, that that amount could be higher.

Sydney is facing a health and tourism disaster Last year the Government admitted and
unparalleled in living memory. Our city—the city conceded that it had budgeted to take $125 million
that won the bid for the 2000 Olympics and whichbut actually took $250 million. That money came
will host those Olympics in two years—is beingfrom the ratepayers, the public of Sydney, who
shamed and embarrassed internationally as repoegpect to get not only quality sewage treatment for
filter overseas to large cities where people can drinkisposal into the waterways but also 100 per cent
their water straight from a tap, whereas we cannotafe drinking water coming out of their taps. The
In August my father, who was recently in OshkoshGovernment has failed because it has taken that
in the United States, could not believe that in thatmoney, and has frittered it away in Labor seats on
relatively small town the front page of the localpurposes other than health and education, for
newspaper carried a story about Sydney's drinkingolitically motivated and wasteful reasons. Over that
water problems. That is typical of the image that igime dividends have increased and the Sydney public
being portrayed of Sydney as a result of thehas paid more for water. Just four years ago water
bungling and mismanagement of Sydney's drinkingost 65¢ per kilolitre; today that charge has
water by the Government. It has failed to live up toincreased to 85¢ per Kkilolitre. The Carr
the expectations of the people of this State that iGovernment's plan was that by 1999 water would
could manage Sydney's drinking water, and it hasost 95¢ per kilolitre.
failed them in its response to the crisis.

The Government, however, has put a

There has been an abject lack oftemporary hold on that projected increase as it tries
accountability, from the Premier down. The Premierfo remedy its own mess and to address the public
who has absolute authority and responsibility, haperception that the Government is wasting money.
refused to accept that responsibility. The MinisteThat perception, unfortunately, is based on fact. For
for Urban Affairs and Planning has also refused tdhe past four years water charges, dividend raids and
accept responsibility. The Westminster parliamentartax equivalent extractions from Sydney Water
system requires that a Minister should accepbudgets have increased, accompanied by
responsibility for things that go wrong within his or consequential capital expenditure reduction. That
her portfolio. Ministers certainly accept money should have been spent on treating effluent
responsibility for things that go right. The Premierflowing from dwellings throughout the Sydney basin
and his Ministers accepted responsibility and credito deep-water outfalls or into the Hawkesbury-
when they attended the opening of the Prospediepean system, or on dealing with effluent from
water treatment plant. Equally, they have to shouldelowns within the Warragamba catchment.
absolute responsibility and accountability when
things go wrong. They have failed to do that. They For example, in 1993-94, the year of the
sought scapegoats, they blamed management, aimdjuiry by the Joint Select Committee upon the
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Sydney Water Board, $315 million was spent orconcerns raised about cryptosporidium as
capital expenditure. That money was spent oscaremongering. In this House he said:

upgrades and improvements to the sewerage and

water systems. However, in 1996-97 only $145 Frankly, attempts to beat up the likelhood of a
million was spent—a drop of $180 million—but not cryptosporidium outbreak are little more than scaremongery.
on upgrading and improving capital works. That

money was not kept in Sydney Water, nor was nTha.t is what he said less than two years ago when
spent on any recurrent purpose elsewhere within tHée Pooh-poohed any suggestion that the health of
Sydney Water budget, but it was plucked out andhose who drink Sydney water was at risk. Clearly,
taken by Treasurer Michael Egan, with thetheir health was at risk then, as it is now. Despite
concurrence of the Minister for Urban Affairs andconcerns raised earlier, the Minister failed to
Planning and the Premier. That money should hav&spond. Several weeks ago the Leader of the
been spent in protecting the health of the people dPppPosition disclosed that Sydney Water executives

Sydney, but it was spent elsewhere. and managers, travelling first class and staying at
five-star hotels, had studied experience overseas and

David Hill was one of many political €valuated how it could be applied to improve
appointments by the Labor Party throughout theydney's water. However, the million-odd dollars
public sector. He was appointed as chairman ofPent on those executives achieved nothing. Not one
Sydney Water, following a less than glorious careeff them visited Milwaukee, where in_ 1.993 the worst
in other Labor Party appointments at both Federdecorded outbreak of cryptosporidium left 100
and State levels. When it came to the crunch dteople dead and numerous others suffering from
Sydney Water, David Hill made the wrong decisiong?00r health. No-one bothered to go to Milwaukee to
and tried to cover up a health problem. Wherfind out what solutions were put in place all those
Sydney Water was warned about the danger, Davigars ago. That simply shows the abject
Hill did not want to disclose to the public that it Irésponsibility of the Government and Sydney
faced a disaster and that lives and health were dYater in addressing potential concerns about the
risk. He wanted to cover up. David Hill has been thehealth of Sydneysiders.

temporary fall guy, and he might not be the last.
One must ask whether Sydney Water notified

The Government required the resignation othe Department of Health each time positive test
and managed to get rid of Chris Pollett, but | anresults for cryptosporidium and giardia were
sure he will pop up somewhere else. On 3 Octobgiecorded in the catchment, the water system or the
David Hill will face a real acid test in his federal water treatment canals. The former managing
electorate. Will voters, remembering what he did alirector, Bob Wilson, the former Minister, Tim
month ago to the people of Sydney, believe that hdloore, and David Harley have said that under the
will credibly represent their interests? Sydney Wategoalition Government the Department of Health was
did not spend that money on upgrading sewaggnmediately notified when cryptosporidium and
treatment works and drinking water quality. Nogiardia were detected. Clearly, that practice has
warning was given to the public even though tesstopped since the Minister for Urban Affairs and
results showed high levels of giardia andPlanning assumed responsibility for Sydney Water.
cryptosporidium. | have been advised that evidenc¥/as it the Minister or the Chairman of Sydney
is available about test results which showed highVater, David Hill, who directed that the Health
levels of contamination at least one month befor®epartment not be notified of the positive tests?
this crisis. Obviously, David Hill intervened in August and

decided that the Health Department should not be

More than one month before admitting highnotified of the positive readings.
levels of cryptosporidium and giardia, the
Government possessed test results which showed The Government will not come clean on when
that a potential health disaster was knocking on ouhe tests for cryptosporidium and giardia were
doors. The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planningpositive and when the Health Department was
is the Minister responsible for water. He appointechotified that there was risk to the four million
David Hill and is responsible for the failure of people living in Sydney. It has not been forthcoming
Sydney Water to notify the Department of Healthwith answers to those questions. The second reason
The Minister is one person who, based on théhe Opposition does not have confidence in the
evidence gained during the joint select committe€&sovernment is its response to the crisis. As | said,
hearing in 1993-94, should have known about th¢he Government has refused to accept responsibility.
risks. He should have known what the problemdinisters have tried to blame the former coalition
were, but he did not. In 1996 the Minister labelledGovernment and the former Sydney Water board.
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The Government has failed to accept responsibility Obviously the Government can go a long way
for the crisis, despite the fact that during the pastowards minimising the potential sources of
three to four years it has been aware of potentigbollution, including giardia and cryptosporidium.
problems. In particular, the Opposition has sheetefloney could be spent—something which the
home the lack of response to the Minister for UrbarGovernment has not done until now—on treating the
Affairs and Planning. sewage effluent from the towns and properties in the
catchment area. A number of steps can be taken to
Sydney Water made various announcement®duce the number of cattle grazing within the
about the need to boil tap water, and thecatchment area, but humans cannot be removed from
Government has trotted out various Ministers. Thehe area. Regardless of what people think or say
situation last Friday was ludicrous. Within 12 hoursabout catchment management one cannot stop birds
of the Minister for Health saying that the crisis wasfrom flying, kangaroos from hopping or wild pigs
basically over and that the people of Sydney couldrom roaming into the catchment area. As long as
resume drinking water without boiling it first the there are animals in the Warragamba catchment area
story had changed. After weeks of on again, ofthere will always be potential sources of giardia and
again alerts about the need to boil water in Sydnegryptosporidium in the catchment and, consequently,
we have now been told that there is no solution tin Sydney's water supply.
the problem. Sydney Water does not know what to
do and the Government cannot guarantee that people  While catchment management is an important
will not have to boil their water for not only two factor—it is important to minimise potential
weeks but perhaps as long as six months. Theollutants or sources of disease in a catchment
Government has failed to find a long-term solution. area—it is not the answer to delivering safe, 100 per
cent pure drinking water to residential homes. | was
The Government's response to calls fom member of the Joint Select Committee upon the
compensation for the people of Sydney has beeBydney Water Board, as was the honourable
ordinary and inadequate. It has treated the people afember for Ku-ring-gai and the honourable member
Sydney with contempt by offering compensation offor The Hills. The Minister for Urban Affairs and
$15 at the same time as it proposes to substantial®lanning and the Minister for the Environment, who
increase water charges. To put it simply, the factvere also members of the committee, played an
that the Government is not prepared to offeactive role in supporting the majority
reasonable compensation is symbolic of its lack ofecommendations relating to Sydney Water's
concern and its contempt for water users in Sydneyreatment plants. The coalition members of the
The only step taken by the Government towards aommittee vigorously opposed those
long-term solution has been an announcement in thecommendations for reasons that | shall outline
media about catchment management. As thiater. It should be noted that the committee was
honourable member for Ku-ring-gai said, thechaired by the honourable member for Manly.
Government has provided no real explanations and it
has not been prepared to answer to the House. What the honourable member for Manly said
in July and August, which is when the crisis first
Yesterday the Government curtailed questioroke, during radio interviews in which he implied
time so that Ministers would not have to answetthat the crisis was the fault of the former coalition
guestions asked on behalf of the people of Sydne@overnment and that the committee's
about possible solutions and what responsibility itecommendations would have solved the problem if
will take for the crisis. The announcements abouadopted is abject rubbish. The honourable member
catchment management relate primarily tdor Manly should take greater responsibility for the
controlling the catchment. A body will be health of the public, given his former occupation.
established to examine the catchment. Thélowever, the report of the committee he chaired
Warragamba catchment area, which is massivepntained no recommendations about addressing the
covers the Blue Mountains and extends as far soutiuality of Sydney's drinking water or about the
as Picton and the southern highlands. Developmepbtential impact that drinking the water in Sydney
is taking place in towns covered by the catchmentould have on the health of the public. The
area and urban land is used for various purposes. Byonourable member, together with the Minister for
and large, 90 per cent of the land is relativelythe Environment and the Minister for Urban Affairs
pristine. Unless the towns are wiped off the map thand Planning, had significant doubts about
potential sources of pollution and the potentiaproceeding with the water treatment plants and
sources of giardia and cryptosporidium cannot betrongly recommended that the only priority should
entirely removed from Sydney's water supply. be management of the Warragamba catchment.
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As | said, no matter what a government does * undertaking investigations for water treatment plants to
. . ’ . th tecti f Sydney's health.
in relation to a catchment, it cannot guarantee that ensure fhe protection of sydney's hea

the quality of water flowing from it is 100 per cent That evidence was given on oath to the

safe for the health of yvater USErs. The ma;onty of arliamentary Committee. Finally | quote from that
members of the committee—that is, essentially, th inority report:

Labor members and the honourable member for
Manly—adopted a suggestion that the expenditure of The Government Members share the views of the authors of
sums as low as $1.7 million a year on catchment “poing the Vision Thing" that there can be no compromise on
management programs could "eliminate the need for the issue of high health standards for Sydney.
extra and expensive filtration processes." That was
the evidence of an officer of a branch office of thelhat was the position that coalition members took in
Department of Conservation and Land Management994, when in government. When we sought to
It is farcical to suggest that expenditure of $1.7incorporate that statement in the majority report, it
million could eliminate the potential problem of Was opposed by the Labor Party, by Minister
giardia and cryptosporidium in our water supply. ~ Knowles, by Minister Allan and by the honourable
member for Manly. That is an indication of the lack
Mr Richardson: That evidence was rejected of responsibility that they exhibited in relation to the
by the department. quality of water that Sydney people would receive
through their taps. That was a measure of their
Mr HUMPHERSON: As my colleague the CONCern about the health of the _public of Sydney.
honourable member for the Hills points out, theCo2liion members of the committee took a right
department denied that assertion. Labor Part?nd proper attm_Jde to their responsibility of_ ensuring
stooges within that branch of the department mad@® far_ as possible that no recom_mendatlon of _the
that submission to the parliamentary inquiry.cOmMmittee would be to the detriment of public
Dissenting members of the Committee, the Liberal'®lth. The majority of the members of the
Party members, noted in their comments on thgommittee ignored the opinion of coalition members
report that certain evidence was ignored in thé?lnd opposed the establishment of water treatment

majority report. The first of that ignored evidenceP'ants- They proposed no solution but asserted that

was that Sydney water at that time did not meet thgatchment management would solve all. | now want

1987 health guidelines set by the National Healtfﬁingﬁkemi?r?géer; E?Ir'::]efrggqmr::teteerept?\ret E{bet:]aﬁ

and Medical Research Council. Those healt art n{emberS' '

guidelines should have been met. Sydney Water, y '

which was th,en the Wate_r B'OZB.I’d, was worklng This section has been framed to bolster a pre-existing position
towards meeting those gu.|deI|nes, _bUt t_hat could o catchment management and demand management which is
only be done by constructing and installing those anti any treatment plants. The majority report has been

water treatment plants. The majority of members of selective in the evidence presented and much relevant
the Committee—the Labor Party members and the €Vidence has been ignored.

honourable member for Manly—ignored that tand by that stat ¢ h tod | did f
evidence and asserted that the water treatment plar#tg and by that statement as much today as 1 did tour

were not required. Another concern raised by theears .?tgo. ! tg'rlﬁ thﬁ LaborblParty mgmb?rs Ic\)/r tr;e
Liberal Party members of the Committee was: commitiee an € honourable member for Manly

had notions of a one-year $50,000 inquiry by the
In late 1992, two dangerous gastroenteritis-causing protozodnarfiament .tO b_0|5ter their pre-existing positions.
parasites, giardia and cryptosporidium, were discovered iMost certainly in the case of the Labor Party
Water Board storages. The levels of cryptosporidiummembers, and probably also in the case of the
discovered were similar to those which caused publiygnourable member for Manly, that position was
emergencies in the USA and the UK. . o L

taken to bolster their political aspirations. They
In "Doing the Vision Thing", Messrs Wilson, Harley and cared nothing about the health of the public of

Moore refer (on pages 66 and 67) to their support for thesyqne)’_ in m_aking their recommendations. Their
water treatment plants by: actions in the interim clearly demonstrate that.

« warning of the detection of giardia and cryptosporidium | have only two minutes in which to make a
number of points. On Monday evenings30 Report
. noting that the Water Board had to increase alum al’l({wo peop'e were interviewed. One was Michael
chlorine dosing in an inefficient manner Mobbs, the consultant to the committee chosen by
e inviting the private sector to assist in funding andthe honourable member for Manly and the Labor
developing solutions to the problem with drinking water Party, and the person V\{hO was to draft the report.
quality The other was Bob Wilson, former Labor Party
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branch member and managing director of Sydnelplame for the problem and the costs of it should be
Water. Both Mr Mobbs and Mr Wilson inferred in sheeted home to him and to the Government. A
the interview, but not in 1994, that their statedconstituent telephoned me yesterday expressing
positions, submissions and recommendations hagkrious concern about this issue. He was particularly
raised concerns about what was being doneoncerned that when he boiled his water he noted
regarding the drinking water quality program and theslime in the bottom of the kettle. The suggestion
impact of the quality of drinking water on the healthwas that the water might not be safe even though it
of Sydney people. Nothing could be further from thehad been boiled. Certainly, slime at the bottom of a
truth. kettle would raise concern about the purity of the
water that is being supplied under this Government.
Bob Wilson was managing director of the
Sydney Water Board. For the two or three years that Mr Ross Colosimo, who runs the Castle Hill
he was on the board he went through the process @avern in my electorate, told me that his business
the design of and tendering for the water treatmenwas incurring substantial costs. He is not able to use
plants. Michael Mobbs was the right-hand man anite made from the water supply on his premises so
attendant to the honourable member for Manly, Dhe has ice brought in. Since the premises are large
Peter Macdonald. He was supporting Dr Macdonalthat has cost him thousands of additional dollars.
in the drafting of the report and saying that theThat example points up the farce of the $15 rebate
catchment management solution was all that wathe Government has suggested should be paid to all
required. There was no statement whatever about ttf8dney Water customers. As tHeaily Telegraph
need for water treatment plants. What we requiréeadline said a few days ago, "You must be joking."
from the Government is its recognition of the needlhe Government must be joking to offer that $15
to enhance our water treatment system. Some 99%8bate after placing the city of Sydney and its people
per cent of giardia and cryptosporidium is beingn the present situation. The water quality crisis is
removed by those treatment plants. The final 0.1 peghe Government's problem. The blame cannot be
cent will have to be removed either by microsheeted home anywhere else, although the
filtration or some other system such as laser flashinGovernment is trying desperately to do just that.
or ionisation. Unless there is a commitment to use
the money that has been dragged out of Sydney The Government ripped a $279 million
Water by the Labor Party, we will not have qualitydividend from Sydney Water. It was warned on
drinking water in Sydney.Tlime expired. several occasions of the likelihood of impending
giardia or cryptosporidium contamination of the
Mr RICHARDSON (The Hills) [11.15 a.m.]: water supply, yet it took no action. The
| arrived back in Australia on 28 August after aGovernment's response to those warnings was to
short holiday in Asia. | was greeted at Darwinsack about half of its catchment management staff.
airport with the news that the people of SydneyCatchments were not being maintained to the
were boiling water again. | must say it made me feeappropriate standards and, therefore, problems were
right at home. | had spent a week in a place whergaot identified early. The Minister for Health in his
one could not put ice in one's scotch, clean onesontribution to this debate claimed that
teeth under the tap, or eat salads and unpeeled fragibrporatisation was the problem. Corporatisation is
like apples, pears, nectarines, grapes, cherries andsot the problem. The Minister responsible for
on. When | arrived in Sydney exactly the sameSydney Water has taken additional powers unto
position obtained here. What a farce! Sydney is &imself; he remains able to issue edicts if he wants
major international city. It is to host the Olympic to and remains in charge of the Sydney Water
Games in the year 2000. | have lived here for 4Xorporation.
years and until this year, under this Government,
there had never been a day that | had not been able The Minister responsible for Sydney Water is
to drink the water. under siege and any Minister in that position
naturally would attempt to find scapegoats. The
Last night | went to the dining room in this honourable thing to do would be to accept the
establishment to have dinner. The customary jug dflame, but so far there has been no evidence of that
water was not on the table. | was asked whether Happening. The Minister is flailing around like a
wanted some mineral water. | said, "Yes." A bottledrowning man. We hope he does not swallow any
of mineral water was provided. | was astounded awater, because if he does not drown the parasites
the end of my meal to be presented with a bill forwill get him! Yesterday the Premier said that the
$1 for the mineral water. | crossed out the namé&overnment had been completely honest with the
Richardson on the bill and put "Craig Knowles", thepeople of this State. Far from being completely
Minister responsible for Sydney Water, because thkonest, the Government has made a mockery of
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notifying the people of Sydney of the danger. OrEnvironment were also members of that committee.
Saturday, 25 July, high levels of giardia wereOne of the terms of reference required the
identified in the water system and the public was notommittee to examine the impact of the construction
informed. of four water treatment plants at Prospect,
Macarthur, Woronora and the lllawarra. The
Because the area around Parliament House wasmmittee was consistently told, and each of its
affected, | am sure members will recall that on 27members understood, that the major reason for

July Sydney Water warned residents within a twobuilding the plants was to guarantee the safety of

kilometre radius of College Street to boil the waterSydney's drinking water.

for at least one minute before using it.
Government still had not notified the vast majority

of Sydney residents. On Wednesday, 29 July, after
much bungling and confusion, and after the
intervention of the then Chairman of Sydney Water,
David Hill, an earlier Sydney-wide alert was

retracted and Sydney Water reissued a warning for

The Water Board's

Thesubmission to the joint select committee stated:

The reason the Water Board is now moving to filtration of the
raw water supply is to maintain the abilitgonsistentlyto
deliver reliable, safe water to the greater Sydney region. The
need for the proposed water filtration plants is to protect
public health.

the area east of Bankstown and Silverwater, south of The water supply system is currently running at its limit of

Sydney Harbour and north of the Georges River.
That warning affected 400,000 households and 1.5
million Sydneysiders, but the fact that

cryptosporidium had been found at Prospect was
removed from the warning. On Thursday, 30 July,

efficiency. There have been occasions recently for example,
where the Board has temporarily been unable to draw water
from whole reservoirs due to the inability to control particulate
matter and bacteria in the water. This results in low levels of
disinfection at the customers tap and jeopardises the Board's
ability to provide water of an appropriate standard.

the Premier cancelled his visit to Lismore and

Murwillumbah and returned to Sydney. ... Catchment management is ... the first most basic and

natural strategy to address water quality issues.

and E?]?.SMEC')T:& rheeslgor;spggmfor rfsédn:gnf\é\::;irghe Water Board and all members of the committee
. IS d a jont p Clearly understood that catchment management was
during which the Minister

confidence in Pollett. Again héew:r?tde q t?o s;gée;?gne of the strategies available to address the issue of
o o Water quality. The submission continued:

buck. Mr Pollett did not rule out the possibility that q y

the bug discovered on Wednesday might have been The most difficult of the well known pathogenic pollutants to

present in the. Sydney Water SyStem_ _for Up t0 @ treat are Cryptosporidium and Giardia. These are best
month. The Minister's office later clarified that by controlled by management of the system at catchment level.

saying that because of daily testing since Friday the Cryptosporidiumis a protozoan parasite that infects most
bug could have been present 0n|y since Tuesday. At Young mammals and is shed to the environment in their

g . . . faeces. Infection in humans occurs during the oocyst stage
8 o'clock that night the alert was widened to include when Cryptosporidium can invade the intestine causing

the whole of metropolitan Sydney, thus affecting one gastrointestinal iliness . . . In late 1992ryptosporidiumwas
million of Sydney Water's 1.5 million households, detected in all the Water Board's storages at levels comparable
and three million Sydney residents were ordered to to those reported overseas in similar water bodies. These were
boil their water. preliminary investigations. A more comprehensive
investigation programme is under way to determine the
characteristics of this occurrence and to ensure that the
proposed water filtration plants can effectively remove in
inactivate it.

Mr O'Farrell: Was that Mr Hill?

Mr RICHARDSON: | believe Mr Hill was
out of the action at that stage. It was remiss of th&embers of the committee members clearly
Government to take six days to alert Sydnewnderstood the primary reason for constructing the
residents of the potential danger caused by drinkingzater treatment plants and incorporating them into
the water. How could a Government whose primarghe Sydney water system. However, the responsible
duty is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of theMinister did not seem to grasp that reason. He may
people of New South Wales be so neglectful of ithave undergone a conversion on the road to
duty? How could a Government, one of whoséDamascus, because he stated in his contribution to
primary duties is to ensure a clean drinking watethe debate that the overriding concern was the
supply to the people of New South Wales, haveprotection of Sydney residents. In the past he did not
allowed this situation to eventuate? The Minister haseem to think so. The honourable member for
sought to pass the buck and shift the blame. | was Ravidson told the House that the majority report
member of the Joint Select Committee upon thdérom the joint select committee, following the lead
Sydney Water Board. The Minister for Urbanset by its chairman, the honourable member for
Affairs and Planning and the Minister for the Manly, who has been making some strange



NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 71BB59
pronouncements about this issue over the past and the Board has to maintain a clean distribution system. No
month. recommended onIy the cleaning of the single element of itself can be expected to deliver safe and
catchment areas. The majority report consistently SECU'®Waterto the customer.

referred to the cost of the plants. For example, at

page 90 it states:

Treatment is no substitute for proper catchment management.
Rather, treatment complements catchment management. There
is a commercial incentive for the Board to protect its
The contracts appear to make it less likely that the Board will catchments. It will cost the Board more to deliver water if
be able to implement least cost planning measures such as by catchment management is not maintained.
recycling water through its storages instead of building dams.

Another issue that was raised in the minority report
| doubt whether too many residents of Sydneywas the natural contamination that can occur in any
would be keen on effluent being recycled throughcatchment, regardless of whether there is human
Warragamba reservoir. Some might feel that is whaiabitation in the catchment area. We said in that
is happening right now under this Government. Theeport:
entire thrust of that part of the majority report
related to catchment management and the cost of the Turbidity in rivers and storages is natural, as are bushfires,
water treatment plants. The health considerations and which also cause problems for water quality. Restoring things
health rationale for building the plants did not [ © Some imagined pristine state—were that possible—would

L not eliminate all problems. Contamination from storm flows
appear to come within the ken of the honourable

e washing over ground and picking up and/or dissolving
member for Manly, the Minister for the
Environment or the Minister for Urban Affairs and
Planning. As late as last night the Minister followed

"polluting” compounds such as sediments, minerals, mulch
from plant growth, animal droppings, dead animals, ash from
bushfires and so on, means that reality is more complex than

the same line in his speech on this issue: implied in the majority report.

Surprise! Surprise! When | became Minister | found that ' NOS€ comments are as apposite today as thefy were
Sydney Water had made a submission to what was formerfhen. The McClellan report refers to the likely

the Government Pricing Tribunal for the full price [of the causes of the latest contamination, and an article in

water treatment plants] to be passed on. | suspended thf’éday‘sDain Telegraphstates:
submission until a further full inquiry had been undertaken.

History shows that Sydney Water and the Government of the
day lied about the cost of water. Not only does New South
Wales have an independent process for setting prices, and not
only does Sydney have very competitive water and sewerage
rates compared to other water authorities around Australia;
New South Wales also has the big lie of the former
Government which said that the cost of the water filtration
plants, including the $250 million water filtration plant at
Prospect, could be absorbed in the Sydney Water program.

Mittagong, as well as the sewerage systems of Goulburn,
Bowral, Berrima and Bundanoon, has been pinpointed as the
source of the major sewage overflow into the Wollondilly
River, which along with the Cox's River, accounts for 60 per
cent of water flow into Warragamba Bma. . .

Goulburn was unable to irrigate its treated effluent and this
was released into the Wollondilly River. Sludge ponds at
Bowral were flushed into the river and the Bowral, Mittagong,
Bundanoon and Berrima plants were all required to operate at
extraordinary levels. There is also evidence of faecal
contamination in the Cox's River.

In his defence of the indefensible the Minister in _
charge of Sydney Water once again referred to thEh® map supplied by the water board to the
economic issues relating to the building of plant£ommittee in its submission clearly showed the
rather than the need to supply safe drinking water t§Xtent of the catchment area for Warragamba
the people of Sydney. In contrast, the honourablEeServoir. As the honourable member for Davidson
member for Davidson, the honourable member fop@id, short of bulldozing all of those towns and
Ku-ring-gai and | stated, in the minority report of 'éturning everything to a completely pristine state,
the joint select committee: one could not, simply by catchment management,
guarantee the safety of Sydney's drinking water. The
The Board's ability to provide a consistently safe, reliableOnly way to deal with that issue was—as we said
water supply depends on the performance of the whole systerthen, and we stick by that position—through

The treatment plants are only one element of the wategatchment management and building water treatment
management system. The Board acts on the principle that t lants

high quality water from catchments into dams reduces th

need for expensive treatment later in the delivery process.

Prospect Reservoir management is currently under stress—  For all the huffing and puffing of the Minister
settling times are near their limits. Prospect Reservoir wagjind the Government they cannot deny that they live
designed in the 1880s to detain water in storage for 18¢ a house of straw. In its 1996 annual report

days . . . buttoday water is detained for approximately two L
days. It has been estimated that at least two months detentiO%ydney Water flagged the pOSSIbI|Ity of prObIems

is recommended for minimal standards of turbidity settlementWith cryptosporidium in the future. In an estimates
The third element in the strategy, treatment, is now necessagommittee hearing in July 1996 the honourable

The former Government passed on the cost of the water
filtration plants to consumers.
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member for North Shore asked the Minister forthe administration when he addressed Parliament in
Health whether testing should be undertaken. ShE996. He is trying to pass the buck by saying
was ridiculed for asking that question. She was tol@ydney Water misled him, it was not he who misled
that regular testing was not appropriate. We now seRarliament or the people of New South Wales. He
how appropriate the question was. has not accepted his responsibility as a Minister of
the Crown. That is an indication that he supported
On 22 October 1996 the honourable membethose water treatment plants. He underwent a
for Liverpool asked the Minister in charge of conversion on the road to Damascus and believed
Sydney Water that famous Dorothy Dixer.the water treatment plants would perform a
Remember, this was a Dorothy Dixer, not a questiobeneficial function. So did the Premier. When he
the Opposition dreamed up to embarrass thepened the plant at Prospect on 1 October 1996 he
Government. The Government did a terrific job ofsaid:
embarrassing itself on that day. In answer to the
question, "What is the Government's reaction to a One of the many factors contributing to the lifestyle that has

report today of a dangerous bug in Sydney's water g"ade S>t’d”|ey tfa_mof“Tl is thte que:Iit(}/ of jyg”_?ty'f wate. fThte N
on L Lo rospect plant is fully automated and built to comfortably
supply. the Minister replled. meet the quality required for both present and future
) ) ) ~ demanl . .. Sydney's drinking water catchments have been
In the circumstances, given an attempt to bring about a public kept in pristine condition through careful planning and

health scare, | would have thought Opposition members would managema’]. . Sydney now has fresh filtered Water_crysta|
have appreciated an assurance from the Government that our clear, healthy and great tasting.
water supply was clean and was meeting health standards.

| encourage the Premier to chug-a-lug a few
schooners of untreated water right now. As the
o ) Minister responsible for Sydney Water has noted,
8nce the water filtration _pI_ants come on line we can expec{he McClellan inquiry stated that there were three
e removal of cryptosporidium to a level of 99.9 per cent—a L . .
very credible result. causes of parasitic contamination—the overflow of
council sewage treatment plants, the stirring up of
That is precisely the same information that wasediment on the bed of the Warragamba reservoir
supplied to the joint select committee. The Ministe@nd the washing down of faecal matter. The
continued: honourable member for Manly, in his contribution to
this debate yesterday, spoke about scouring and
This matter received the attention of the present Governmereferred to the "very profound contamination of

when it was in opposition and it received the attention of theWarragamba Dam." He said:
previous Government. So there should be unanimity in this

attempt to dispel some of the nonsense that is appearing in |; geems that over the years sediment had dropped to the

today's paper. bottom of the dam and dam levels dropped. After heavy
rainfall, water entered the dam, stirring up sediment on the
Then there were those famous comments about bottom which entered the treatment plant.

Sydney tap water:

The Minister continued:

That statement is consistent with the McClellan
... Sydney tap water is the same as and sometimes bettBdquiry and with the need, first, to maintain
than bottled or filtered wate ..the Government has catchments and, second, to provide some sort of
introduced the most rigorous management practices within thga\wnstream treatment process for the water coming
tch t t ke th tch t t f
catehment areas 1o make those catchment areas upstream iy of \warragamba Dam. Nobody can foretell what
the dams the most pristine in the world.

sort of rainfall we are going to get. Indeed, if the

Honourable members should remember that thi§ediments were already in the reservoir then with a
same Government has reduced the number of stdlfay ra|L1faIIh event suc_:r} ﬁ‘s W"’;]S expenenr(]:eg n
employed to manage those catchment areas. Do¥9ust—the heaviest rainfall we have ever had in

the McClellan report suggest they are the mosﬁugust, which, according to the Minister, meant the

pristine in the world? The Minister continued: am filled from 60.per cent to overflowing in a
matter of 10 days—it could be expected that such a

| assure honourable members that residents of Sydney can §é¥uatlon would occur, that the sediment WO“,'d be
confident they are drinking water of the best quality providedStirred up and that there would be problems with the
anywhere in the world. quality of the water supplied to Sydney.

What did the Minister have to say when he was The coalition's conscience is very clear on this

quizzed about those comments? According to thissue. The water treatment plants were necessary.
Sun-Heraldof 2 August he said that Sydney WaterThe Government stands condemned because it has
had misled him; he used briefing notes supplied byot maintained the catchments to the standard



NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 718161

required and because, clearly, it has not acted doresaw these problems and attempted to address
warnings that have been given to it about thehem when in office. It is the Carr Government that
possibility of parasites entering the Sydney wateis in office and has been in office for 3% years. It is
system. One would have to ask how all thosehe Carr Government's responsibility to ensure the
problems could have been eliminated simply bysafety and purity of the drinking water provided to
cleaning the catchment, as the former honourablge people of Sydney.

member for Moorebank, the former honourable

member for Blacktown and the honourable member One has only to ask those who are responsible

for Manly wanted at the time of the inquiry. | for clean water. The community is not saying the
suggest that there has been a cover-up ofesponsibility lies with the Leader of the Opposition
appropriately, Watergate proportions and buckpr the honourable member for Gosford; the
passing that would have made Richard Nixorcommunity is not saying that the Deputy Leader of
envious. the Opposition should have done better. The
) . o _ community is blaming the Premier, the Minister for
As | said earlier, safe drinking water is yrhan Affairs and Planning and this Government.
probably the most fundamental qf all the SerYice%veryone | speak to and every talk-back radio
that any government is required to deliver,ooram | jisten to highlight that fact. As Harry S.
Regardless of corporatisation and all the bUCkTruman so appositely said, "The buck stops here."
passing that the Carr Government has attempted, t%e buck stops with the Government, the Minister

Government is in charge of delivering safe drinkingand the Premier. This Government should go. Quod

water to the people of Sydney. It has failed to doerat demonstrandum.

that. Not only has the Government failed, it has
added insult to injury by significantly increasing Mr PHOTIOS (Ermington) [11.45 aml]: |

water prices from 65¢ a litre to 80¢ a litre, with . . .

) . take this opportunity to quote an article from the
another increase of 5¢ a litre proposed. Those : :
. . . Ihternational press, which speaks volumes for the
increased prices have been imposed on a product . . ; :

way in which Sydney is seen as a direct

that can be used for only half the purposes for - .
L . . consequence of the water crisis. The article reads:
which it was intended. The Government is more

interested in ripping $279 million in dividends from During Sydney's water crisis, when we all slurped the bottled
Sydney Water. The major cause of the problem is stuff, a woman was seen pouring imported Evian water on the
that the Government has not applied the profits potplants in the office.

made by Sydney Water or the price increases
imposed on the people of Sydney to improving the
system to a standard of world's best practice.

"What on earth are you doing using Evian water for the
plants?" she was asked.

"Well there's been such a run on bottled water, we're out of
The downgrading of Sydney Water's capital Perrier,” came the reply.
works program has par_aIIeIs in other .aspects of This sort of carry-on does little to dispel the belief the rest of
government administration. The capital WOrks astralia earns the money, Sydney spends it.
program for schools has been downgraded from
$201 million to $129 million. As a consequence,We may well consider those remarks with an
schools in this State go without assembly halls andlement of mirth if it were not for the fact that
have to make do with makeshift classrooms. In mygydney now faces arguably its greatest
electorate schools are not being built. Schoolchildresnvironmental crisis—certainly one of its greatest
have to bring boiled water from home because theglomestic crises. Water as we have known it in this
are not able to drink water from bubblers or taps atjreat rich land of ours has not only been in
the schools. This example is consistent with th@bundance in Sydney but has been recognised as
Government's economic incompetence. being clean—clean until CryptoCarr got his hands
on the levers of the Sydney water system. The hard,
It is the Government that is to blame, for all cold, damning reality internationally is that the drink
the reasons | have outlined. There is no point in thef champions, Sydney's water, is now seen as being
Government blaming all and sundry: Chris Pollettone of the most humiliating features of our lifestyle
the former managing director of Sydney Water, wha@nd local landscape. Those remarks, quoted with a
was effectively sacked after nine months in thasnigger and with much mirth at Sydney's expense,
position; the egregious Mr David Hill, who is aboutdamn all those on the Government benches who are
to meet his Waterloo in Hughes; Mr Paul Broadyesponsible for the cover-up and for the inaction and
former managing director of Sydney Water; theinertia and who now demonstrate an appalling
board of Sydney Water; or the coalition, whichinability to govern and lead us out of the crisis.
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For the reason | have given, this GovernmentOlympic city in parasite shame". | am not lying
has to go. It should no longer enjoy the confidencebout what is in theSouth China Morning PosfThe
of the House. In relation to our internationalMinister does not have a copy of the article. The
reputation, | am appalled at the Government's inerti8ingapore Straits Times of Saturday, 1 August,
and ignorance in regard to the impact of the watestated:
crisis on tourism. The Minister for Tourism would
have us believe that the crisis does not affect us one BOTTLED WATER SNAPPED UP
iota. He stands particularly condemned for not
arguing a case on behalf of the tourism industry to
get our act together fast and for arguing that any Residents have been warned to boil their water, even if is for
attempt to paint Sydney in a bad light, any attempt their pets, after the discovery of a third parasite in the
to evaluate the impact of this crisis on our tourism Australian city's water supply
industry, is no more than scaremongering.

No safe drinking water in all Sydney

Another report refers to New Zealand's water supply

This morning | was interested to read anand states, "Clean water, no boiling needed" but in
article by Greg Lenthen in theSydney Morning regard to Sydney it states, "Sydney's nice, but don't
Herald which referred to the effect of the watertrust the taps”. | say Sydney is nice but do not trust
crisis on the tourism industry. The Minister forthe Minister. The Minister wants us to believe, in
Tourism arrogantly dismissed the valid concernghe face of hard, cold evidence, internationally
voiced by the Federal Government, the Australiapydney is not hurting. The Minister cannot read if
Tourism Commission, Tourism New South Waleshe cannot believe these stories; he cannot listen if he
and Tourism Council Australia—all the independengoes not appreciate the import of what | am saying
leading authorities on tourism, which would have u@nd what the tourism industry says. On Monday 7
believe there is at least an emerging problem, and iaeptember, the Los AngeleJimes quoted the
some instances a very real and existing one. Yet theydney Morning Heralénd gave a damming report
Minister for Tourism misled the community. He Of Sydney's water crisis. It stated:
argued that the Federal Government is being

misleading and sensationalist in its attempt to focus Canadian tourist Morreen Prior agreed. Hearing about the
. . crisis, she bought bottled water at home in Toronto [Canada]
on this serious problem.

and was drinking it today in front of the Sydney Opera House.

Mr Debus: It was not just being misleading; it »The hotel told me not to drink the water," she said. "It's
was a lie. really embarrassing for Sydney."

Mr PHOTIOS: It is not a lie. The Minister The Minister continues to deny that we have a real
for Tourism says it is a lie and that no internationalproblem with our international reputation. The
damage will be done. | will give the big lie to the Minister probably wants us to believe that whilst a
Minister. If it is a lie that internationally New South few parasites such as giardia and cryptosporidium
Wales is being looked upon in negative terms, | willare serious, the taps are turned off in Sydney and
guote some media reports. Have | made up a Newobody knows about it anywhere else in the world.
Zealand media report which states, "Sydney's nicdhe reality is that not only do we and the Australian
but don't trust the taps"? Tourism Commission know about it but his own

department knows about it. In théNeekend

Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry): Australian Tourism New South Wales made it clear
Order! For the benefit of Hansard | ask thethat the problems in New South Wales are serious.
honourable member to identify the articles to which
he is referring. The Australian Tourism Commission reported

that Sydney has a major problem. John Larkin,

Mr PHOTIOS: Is it a lie that the Malaysian acting chief executive officer of Tourism Council
Star of 31 July published an article entitled Australia, said, "The safe, clean and friendly
"Parasites found in Olympic city's water supply", orenvironment could be severely tarnished by the

is the Minister lying? crisis." Tourism New South Wales, the independent
body which is at the Minister's disposal, reported the
Mr Debus: You are lying, Michael. problem in the Australian The Minister, has

demonstrated, for purely political reasons, either his
Mr PHOTIOS: The Minister should tell me if manifold ignorance or his covert attempt to join with

it was not printed on 31 July in the Malaysi&iar.  colleagues in the Government to cover up the nature
In New Zealand the story continues. The Hongf the crisis, refusing to accept the advice of
Kong South China Morning Posstated on 31 July, Tourism New South Wales. This critical situation
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caused the Federal Minister for Sport and TourisnThe Minister is busy finding scapegoats across the
to write to the Premier yesterday in the following State—in one case, five dead dogs were blamed for
terms: the contamination. We want a response, and the
Leader of the Opposition has provided such a
I am writing regarding the meeting | conducted this morningresponse. The coalition pleads with the Government,
with representat_iv_es of the tourism industry to discuss thq‘n the face of its inertia and intellectual bankruptcy,
Sydney water crisis. to embrace the solution offered by the State
The Commonwealth's international marketing arm, theOPPOSItion.
Australian Tourism Commission (ATC), today gave me an
extensive dossier of external media coverage of the ongoing The 10-point plan of the Leader of the
crisis dating from August 3. Opposition contains only one or two elements which
It shows that the coverage has been extensive, and potentia ere SUbsequently embraced by the Government.
damaging. he first element is that a new Sydney Water board
should be appointed based on expertise, not political
Whilst it is too early to gauge the effect of inbound tourist gggociation. During the past year | have had dealings
numbers, | note your own fourism marketing authority, ity pavid Hill, a political apparatchik who has
Tourism NSW, stated in yesterdayisistralian newspaper that . .
it has already seen cancellations by domestic visitors. been used by the Australian Labor Party, up hill and
down dale. The public perception is that David Hill

Today | do not want to be the first to issue warningsvas used, then left spent and discredited. Sydney
of cancellations and missed opportunities, botivater may have passed its use-by date, and surely
domestic and inbound, tourism in New South WalegPavid Hill has reached his during the water crisis.
As the shadow minister for tourism | want to remindWhen he goes to the polls in southern Sydney the
the Minister for Tourism that his department hasvoters will pour cold water over his electoral
warned of this crisis and has already been madehances. His was a great career in the making but it
aware of cancellations by domestic visitors. | havéS not going anywhere now. David Hill, as chairman
been advised today that | will soon receiveof Sydney Water, said:

information of a cancellation of major tourist groups

to some of Sydney's major hotels. If those early In all the roles I'have played _it is the mar_1aging director who
reports come to fruition, then certainly Tourism New "2 the focus, without the chairman meddling.

South Wales, the Minister's department; the Federz#
Australian  Tourism Commission; the Federal
Minister for Tourism; and the Australian Tourism

Council, representing industry across the board, all .\ "ravid Hill found it too hot in the kitchen

got it right. That certainly gives the big lie to this . )
Minister's failure to contain, admit and respond to e\{vhen the buck stopped with the chairman. He beat

crisis affecting the fastest growing industry in thethe Government by hours to being dismissed—by
Olympic city—the parasite city of the world—where

the drink for champions is meant to be consumed.

ever there was an extraordinary statement, a big
lie, that is it. David Hill's reputation was built on his
tal and absolute over-the-top involvement.

resigning. He spoke of the dangers when he said:

| never for a moment thought that something like this could

. . . happen and neither did anyone else. Sydney Water prided
Those participating in a marathon race would jiself on its clean water and to my knowledge there is no

have to pull up every few kilometres and boil the record of warnings that this was a problem waiting to happen.

old-fashioned Australian billy. The only way to get

clean water these days is not to turn on a tap but tbhat is one of the most extraordinary statements

set a match to a little fire or get out the old Bunserimaginable. The glossy annual Sydney Water report

burner. It is a great day for Evian, a great day fostated:

Perrier and it is a damming day for CryptoCarr. The

Government has failed to tell the truth, it has failed Cryptosporidium and giardia are an emerging problem.

to respond, and it has failed to provide an answer.

The nation is crying out for a solution from the The annual report by Sydney Water, run by David

Minister and his Government but they offer nothingHill, warned him that this was an emerging problem.

but excuses and resignations and accept rdis authority had undertaken tests which had

responsibility. The Government has provided nagevealed the danger. He made that statement while

solutions and has not proposed any engineeringfying to duck and weave in a measly, miserly way.

technological or scientific answer. When he resigned he certainly got what he deserved,

and he will get what he deserves at the polls on 3

That is what the people want from Bob CarrOctober. The people will tell him that they do not

and from the accident-prone Minister responsible fowant to touch him with a barge pole. David Hill, the

Sydney's water. That is what leadership is all aboutnaster of all cover-ups, claimed that he knew
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nothing. He said, "I know nothing, | have no handsmoment people have to buy newspapers or listen ad
on the levers, | am not responsible, | am only thenauseam to radio broadcasts hour by hour detailing
chairman of Sydney Water." postcodes. It is humiliating that this city has been
brought to its knees in this way. Most people cannot

David Hill, as chairman, said that the contractaccess information instantly when they need it. The

with Australian Water Services for the ProspecGovernment is so incompetent that after three days
plant did not specify several other water qualityof testing it gave an all clear for water but 24 hours

guidelines which would safeguard against giardigater admitted it had made a mistake and that the
and cryptosporidium, even though the contract digyater was still not safe to drink.
not specify removal of the two parasites. David Hill
is an extraordinary man. He was in charge of that The Government has said that the process
authority and was responsible for the appointment afoy|d continue for a further six months. Even if the
Chris Pollett as managing director, shortly after higyater is all right today the taps cannot be turned on
own appointment. Despite _hIS track_ record  ofynjl at least 19 September because the Government
detailed, intricate mvolvement in everythlng he doeSgpes not want to make a bigger fool of itself by
suddenly he knows nothing, sees nothing, and doggaking pre-emptive announcements about water
nothing. David Hill is three blind men in one. quality. If the Government cannot test the water and
i ) . tell the people whether it is safe to drink, how can it
The first element in the 10-point plan of thepe ysted to get it right? At great expense the
Leader of the Opposmqn is that a new Sydneys, emment brought in international experts to give
Water board be appointed on the strength Ofyice |f they cannot say whether we can drink the
expertise, not political association. That element ISvater, how can we expect the Government to fix the

critical, because scientific, technological angfroblem? If the Government cannot get its public

engineering solutions are needed, not politic elations right, it certainly will not be able to fix the
claptrap from a government that refuses to acce foblem. Over the past year the Government

that it has any responsibility but wants to blame_th Suthorised Sydney Water to send bureaucrats on 36
problems on a few bureaucrats, the previous

Government. the weather or five dead dodas Thlnternational junkets, trips which cost New South
7 . 98- ""vales voters more than $1 million. It is said that
second point of the plan is that a Safe Drmkmg'\Iero fiddled while Rome burned: under this

Water Bill similar to the legislation enacted by theG vernment.  Svdn Water executiv nt $1
Clinton administration be introduced. Yesterday the overnment, oydney Wvaler executives spe
illion on international junkets while the water

Leader of the Opposition foreshadowed sucfl ) .
legislation. This is an opportunity for the system went from bad to worse, and then into crisis,

Government to grasp the nettle, to admit it cannoY€t the Government still cannot come up with a

find a solution to the problem, and to embrace irr°Ution-

bipartisan spirit the proposal suggested by the _ ) )
Opposition. The fifth element of the 10-point plan is that a

coalition government would regularly monitor for

The third Opposition proposal is that a freezeCTyptosporidium, giardia and other parasites which
be placed on the planned increase in water ratd¥Ve emerged over the past two or three years as a
until the crisis is resolved. | am pleased to giveSignificant threat to Sydney's water supply, and this
credit where credit is due. The Carr GovernmentShould be done with transparency. The sixth point,
backed into a hole, recognised that Oppositiofrobably the most fundamental proposal, is that
proposal as a good one, but for political purposegoney be redirected from this year's predicted $279
decided to embrace it and freeze the p|anneawilli0n government dividend to improvements in
increase in water rates. After all, could anyondnonitoring and filtration treatments. This problem
imagine the Government increasing the price oWill not be solved by water alerts or by bringing in
undrinkable water from 80¢ to 85¢? Within a periodinternational experts to say whether we can drink the
of three years the Government raised the price ofater, or by holding inquiries, necessary and
water from 65¢ to 80¢ and now wants to increase ifundamental as they are. The only way to solve the
to 85¢. Sydney battlers, who have been warned ngroblem is to find an engineering solution that fixes
to drink the water, were told that under a Carr Laboit.
Government, with inflation running at around 1 per
cent, they would have to meet a one-third increase =~ Mr Fraser: Give every child a kettle for
in the price of water. Christmas.

The 10-point plan later explains people have Mr PHOTIOS: The Government will enter
had to pay more for water. The fourth point, a smalthe new millennium promising a new gift, a kettle
initiative, is establishment of an Internet site withfor Christmas, as the honourable member for Coffs
up-to-date information on water quality. At the Harbour suggests.
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Mrs Skinner: A billy. Sydney Water and, consequently, from Sydneysiders
who are crying out for a solution. That money

Mr PHOTIOS: A billy for the boys, from provides the only opportunity to fix the problem.
CryptoCarr. This is the big solution offered by theThe Minister will not fix the problem without
Government. There has been no engineeringpending a dime or while a lack of credibility hangs
solution, not even a public relations solution, merelyaround his head while he refuses to respond.
the spectacle of an accident-prone Minister with his
hands on the levers and a Government incapable of The seventh point is the provision of a $40
coming up with any proposal. The Governmentebate to ratepayers on their next water bill. The
embraced the proposal for the private sector to tre&overnment offer of a $15 rebate is a joke. It would
water at the Prospect treatment reservoir. In a lettdre better not to offer any rebate. For many
written in 1992 the Premier thanked the privatéhouseholds it is $1 a day. However, $1 will not buy
water treatment people for their briefing. He saichalf a litre of water from Franklins. Is this the party
that the provision of private sector infrastructure forof the battlers, or is it a sick joke? The Government
use by public utilities was an important feature ofhas offered a rebate of $15 at the same time as it is
Labor's policy approach. ripping $279 million out of Sydney Water. Last year

it ripped $150 million out of Sydney Water. Indeed,

| throw in that small commercial because myover the past three years nearly $1 billion has been
old mate the honourable member for Gladesville hataken from Sydney Water and thrown into Treasury
entered the Chamber. In an otherwise excellerffoffers as a dividend. If the private sector owned
speech—99 per cent of the honourable member@ydney Water it would not be so negligent.
speech dealt with this subject, so I will not accord N )
him much more than 1 per cent—he focused on the ~ The Opposition does not want the private
private water treatment plants as part of the proble@€ctor to own Sydney Water because it is anti-
and the alleged privatisation of water as a potentidifivatisation. | ~am worried about what the
contributor. Even before Labor took the politicalGovernment will do. | fear that the Government's
levers members opposite received briefings from thgolution to the problem will be to privatise water. |
private sector and endorsed the very treatment planf@?r that it intends to raise a dollar or two from the
that the Premier subsequently opened with mucRrivatisation of water. That warning concerns me
fanfare, taking the credit which the honourablg®nd it concems the people of Sydney. The coalition

member for Gladesville now seeks to discredit anvernment did not privatise Sydney Water during
for which he seeks to hand responsibility to thd!S S€ven years in office. The Opposition has made a
Opposition commitment that a coalition government would not

privatise Sydney Water, but | fear that that is what
the Labor Government wants to do. The Opposition
will not tolerate that; it will fight the privatisation of

water to the death knell. The eighth point is to
. transfer responsibility for issuing health warnings
North Shore says, appropriately, that the blam'?rom Sydney Water to the public health unit of the

%ame conttl?ues. "l-\lrh'(‘et %pp?ﬁlrflontt Wa':t;' t:]heDepartment of Health. That is the only point in the
overnment fo say o fo the fiithy attempt by elO—point plan that the Premier borrowed from us; we

Treasurer Michael Egan to rip $279 million from acknowledge that the Government has largely
Sydney Water this year to be spent on whatever trﬁ‘ﬁqplemented it

Government wants to waste it on. The Opposition
believes that the money should be spent on cleaning |1 is ridiculous that the very authority that was

Sydney's water system. The health system and thgeant to supply the water was issuing the warnings.
hospital system demand a quality health outcomg js jittie wonder that the Government was involved
from water. The honourable member for Gladesvillg, 5 massive cover-up. The ninth point is to tighten
agrees that the money must be spent on health. Hecess to water catchment areas like Warragamba
wants to disown his Government as quickly as theyam and to initiate regular patrols to report on
people of New South Wales have disowned it. possible human and animal contamination. Amongst
the other negligent mistakes in relation to water, the
Money needs to be spent on fixing Sydney'ssovernment has removed the patrol officers—the
water. We do not need more inquiries, commissiongyolice force, as it were—who are responsible for
royal commissions, investigations, ombudsmenyater catchment areas. As part of its economic
auditor generals, international experts, junkets Ofationalism, government downsizing, cost cutting,
reviews, important as they are. In addition to th§ob shedding policy the Government has removed
investigations we need a substantial solution. As Wghe catchment inspectors and asked them to take a
speak the Government is ripping $300 million fromwalk to the dole office.

Mrs Skinner: More blame gaming.

Mr PHOTIOS: The honourable member for
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Mr O'Farrell: But that's the right approach, (1) | am advised that Dr McAnulty was quoting a reference in
according to the Premier. a scientific paper from the Centres for Disease Control and

Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

Mr PHOTIOS: If the Premier wore a dress he .
could be excused for being mistaken for MargarePn® would have expected the Minister for Health
Thatcher. The honourable member for Northcott i@"d his public health officials to know better and to
quite right. The Premier has reduced the catchmeggY that the information that cryptosporidium can be
patrols to zero and left us exposed. That is only onkilled by chlorination is wrong. If the Minister for
factor contributing to the crisis. The final point is Health does not have personal knowledge about
that statutory obligations be imposed on the Ministef'€se matters he has access to expert advice.
and that the Department issue health warnings dgowever, from the outset he did not provide the
soon as relevant information is made available t&arliament with accurate information. In response to
them. In other words, the people of Sydney will notMy third question the Minister said:
accept any more excuses or cover-ups from the
Premier—CryptoCarr—and the accident-prone
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning. The
Opposition wants to make it a statutory obligation
for them to tell the truth and nothing but the truth
on their parliamentary oath. Yesterday the Leader of .
the Opposition made a positive announcement Whe‘Phat 'I\grst SKIIN'\:CEE.' GA n absolute Tl;]on-'\j\_@wer‘.
he foreshadowed the Opposition's intention to ypical of t IS overnment. The |n|ste_rs
introduce the Safe Drinking Water Bill. The answers to.myiqugstlons.show that he has shirked
Opposition has offered the Government bipartisarrfIS respo_n§|b|l|t|es in relation to clean water supply
support if it will get on with the job. If the and providing truthful answers to thg people of New
Government fails to respond to the cry for actionsomh Wales. Members oppo-sng should ~be
from the people of Sydney and the people of Nev\?oncerned anq Fhey should be agitating, as they are
bout the Minister's lack of response and his

South Wales it is destined for defeat on 27 Marct . i ;
next year dishonesty. It is particularly important to note the

date of that reply because the McClellan interim
Mrs SKINNER (North Shore) [12.15 p.m.]: report points out, as many honourable members have

My personal involvement in this issue arose fronp@id in this House, that since 1996 Sydney Water

the incidence of cryptosporidium discovered in1@s had in place a monitoring program for
public swimming pools during the warmer monthsCryPtosporidium and giardia and that, according to
earlier this year. A young woman working in my the 9un§ 1.997 Sydney Water mtenm drlnklng water
office, Kate Merrill, undertook high-quality researchduality incident management plan, in filtered water
which led me to put several questions upon notice &n€ oocyst of cryptosporidium per 100 litres of

the beginning of June this year. It is important towater, or one cyst of giardia per 100 litres of water,
note the date. triggers a significant incident, and that more than

those levels triggers a major incident.

The 1996 Australian Drinking Water Guidelines state that
"Routine monitoring for Cryptosporidium is not appropriate.”

Mr O'Farrell: A non-answer.

Mr O'Farrell:  When was that?
Why did the Minister for Health not know
Mrs SKINNER: That was at the beginning of that? Why did the health experts who are advising
June this year, about a month before the public wa$e Minister not know that? Their lack of knowledge

notified about the first outbreak of cryptosporidium.is even more extraordinary in the face of a
| asked the Minister the following questions: memorandum of understanding that was developed

between Sydney Water and the New South Wales
(1) Dr McAnulty, NSW Health Department, claims that Health Department following two years of
cryptosporidium can be killed by high levels of chlorination. discussion. Under the memorandum of
On what grounds does the Department base its claims? understanding, which was signed in November 1997,
(2) What, if any, methods have been employed by thesydney Water mUSt_"'_rnmed'ate'y report to NSW
Department of Health to provide adequate and accurate testifgealth any event within its water supply system
procedures for cryptosporidium? which may have significant implications for public
_ _ _ , _health." It could not be clearer. | repeat that this is
(3) There is serious concern in the community that alarmln\%he memorandum of understanding develooed by the
levels of the cryptosporidium parasite have been found in New '~ | \ u u Ing velop y
South Wales water mains. Are you able to assure the publidinister's own department over two years. Yet the
that this is not the case? Minister knew nothing about it? This is referred to

in the 1997 annual report of the Department of
On 25 June this year the Minister replied as followsHealth.
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It is noted at page 3 under "Highlights" andnotified of cryptosporidium levels of two oocysts per
under the pen of the Director-General of thelOO litres of water and three cysts of giardia per 100
Department of Health. This is typical of thelitres of water at Prospect and at Potts Hill, but
Minister, who has bunkered himself in his office indecided that those levels did not raise a health
North Sydney. He really does not know what isconcern. | remind the House that, according to the
happening in his own department. The complainfune 1997 Sydney Water interim drinking water
made about this memorandum of understanding iguality incident management plan, in filtered water
that there are no clear guidelines on who shouldne oocyst of cryptosporidium per 100 litres of
issue public health alerts or take rectification actiorwater or one cyst of giardia per 100 litres of water
in the event of a contamination incident. Thewas identified as triggering a significant incident,
McClellan report said that the water crisis was thend that higher levels constituted a major incident.
first test of the memorandum of understanding, and
stated: Sydney Water made the decision that the

levels detected at Prospect and Potts Hill did not
... the value of _this instrument in its current form must b_eraise a health concern, contrary to the advice in the
doubted. At the time of thg incident the_re was no protocol iNiterim plan. Because of the Department of Health's
place for the issue of a boiled water notice. . . .

view, no warning was issued. On 23 July New

So much for the expertise of the Minister and his>0uth Wales Health was notified of new levels of
department and their taking two years to developlfestation at Sydney Hospital, right next door to
this memorandum of understanding, which idhis parliamentary establishment. The readings were
supposed to resolve these kinds of issues. | noft3 00cysts of cryptosporidium and 19 cysts of
focus on the responsibilities of the Department ofidrdia per 100 lires of water. A meeting was
Health regarding the regulating of Sydney Waterorganised between t_he hospl_tal and Sydney Water—
The department is responsible for regulating Sydne§° &t least the hospital was informed. The next day,
Water in relation to public health outcomes, and ir¢4 July, the Department of Health was notified of
particular the provision of safe drinking water. Thel€Vels of cryptosporidium in Sydney Hospital water
Minister for Health has emergency powers containe§d at the Art Gallery. Sydney Hospital took local
in the Public Health Act 1991 allowing him to take &ction. But there was S'[I|! no warning to the public.
action to restrict or to prevent the use of waterC the public was kept in the dark by New South

which is unfit for drinking or domestic purposes, or'Wales Health, which has responsibility to let the
which is suspected to be a risk to public health. Thaf€oPIe ‘knoyv that they cannot rely on the safety of
power has been delegated to the Chief HealtFydney's drinking water.

Officer in New South Wales Health.
On that occasion the Director-General of the

Under the memorandum of understanding witiNew South Wales Department of Health was
Sydney Water, New South Wales Health ignformed. He in turn informed Minister Dr
responsible for the development of a public wateRefshauge, who in turn informed the Premier. But, it
supply regulatory program for the purpose ofappears, Sydney Water did not tell its Minister, Mr
making independent judgments on public healtcraig Knowles. Neither did the Premier nor the
matters relating to Sydney Water's activities. | nowPeputy Premier, and Minister for Health. That
want to touch upon the chronology of events leadingalidates my claim that the left hand really did not
to the recent outbreak of cryptosporidium ancknow what the right hand was doing. And, above
giardia. The chronology demonstrates a total lack oll, the people of Sydney did not know what was
planning and understanding of the issue by th&appening because none of the persons | have
Government. The left hand did not know what thementioned were being honest enough to tell the
right hand was doing. | still think it does not. The people what the problem was.

Government is fobbing off blame and directing it to
everyone but itself. The same situation applied the next day, 25
July, when at 6.35 p.m. New South Wales Health

The people of this State want answers. Thewas notified that test results showed up to 15
want to know why the Government has failed smocysts of cryptosporidium and 161 cysts of giardia
miserably in its handling of this issue. They want toat the Art Gallery and in the Crown Street and
know not only why the Government cannot provideMacquarie Street areas. At 7.30 p.m. the department
clean water but why it is not showing any leadershipotified that test results at the Crown Street reservoir
in the provision of solutions to dealing with suchrevealed 104 oocysts of cryptosporidium and 461
problems from this point on. The chronology ofcysts of giardia per 100 litres of water, with Sydney
events leading to the latest incident starts on 21 Julwater agreeing that it needed to obtain independent
this year when New South Wales Health wassalidation of the results by Macquarie University.
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Again, no action was taken to advise the public. | The interim report made the sensible
find this extraordinary behaviour on the part of therecommendation that only one agency was entitled
Minister for Health, who knows the impactto issue media alerts. At 1.30 p.m. on 29 July a
particularly of cryptosporidium on people with meeting was held between Sydney Water and the
suppressed immune systems. Health Department, but again there was confusion
between the respective media units of Sydney Water
| repeat that this reading was taken in easterand the Health Department. That confusion delayed
Sydney. One of the hospitals in that area is Sthe issuing of a media release to extend the warning
Vincent's Hospital, which treats many people withto boil water until almost 6.00 p.m. The meeting
suppressed immune systems through suffering fromvas held at 1.30 p.m. and the warning was not
HIV and AIDS. At no stage was St Vincent'sissued until 6.00 p.m. That delay represents the first
Hospital notified of this contamination of its water. breach of the Health Department's memorandum of
So that hospital went on merrily carrying out itsunderstanding with Sydney Water, that is, Sydney
work, in ignorance of this health risk, doing its bestWater kept the news of further contamination from
to treat people who would be at severe risk fronthe Health Department for more than two hours.
this contamination. Nothing shows the heartlessness
of this Government and of the Minister for Health Following confusion at Sydney Water about
more than that total disregard for that serious risk tevhich area should be alerted to boil water, the
the health and wellbeing of the people most at risiealth Department took it upon itself to issue a
in our community, those with suppressed immunenedia alert with a Sydney-wide warning that
systems, for example, those suffering from HIV andevening on the late television news. | was at home
AIDS and undergoing cancer treatments, as well asnd, on one of those rare occasions when | watch
older people and children. television, | heard the warning, which included the
area in which | live. What about those who were not
By 26 July the public had not been notified, watching television and who had gone to bed after
yet contaminated water had been discovered on Zleaning their teeth and perhaps having taken tablets
July. At 9.00 p.m. on 26 July the Acting Manager ofusing non-boiled water from the tap? This
the Health Department's water unit was notified ofGovernment stands condemned for its inaction in not
extremely high readings in the eastern centrahdvising people of the risks to their health.
business district. Those readings were validated by
Macquarie University. The Acting Manager, Mr The situation was made all the more
Adrian Farrant, took no action other than to note thextraordinary by David Hill ordering that the
extremely high readings, and New South Walesvarning be retracted and that Sydney Water issue a
Health gave no consideration to the required publisecond release approved by the Health Department
health response. The next day, 27 July, the Healtthat excluded a cryptosporidium warning. The
Department convened a teleconference betwedvicClellan interim report labelled this omission as
11.45 a.m. and 1.15 p.m. involving Sydney Wateinappropriate—the understatement of the year! That
and representatives from authorities dealing witlseries of events in July speaks volumes about the
public health, infectious diseases and water testingotal lack of control and management by the Carr
It was decided that the Health Department wouldsovernment of this issue. That lack of control and
issue an immediate statement warning people in th@management starts with the Minister for Health,
eastern Sydney CBD to boil the water. who, only a month earlier, told this Parliament that
cryptosporidium did not have to be monitored. He
Fighting over how the media alert would bewas not prepared to provide an assurance to the
carried out led to an unacceptable delay in issuingeople of Sydney that their heath was not at risk
the public warning, which the McClellan interim from any potential contamination.
report said could have resulted in serious health
consequences. Limited warnings had been given  Much of the media coverage claimed there had
only to those living in the eastern CBD. On 28 Julynot been any reports of increased illness in the
the Health Department issued a press release to themmunity so perhaps people need not worry, but
Sydney Morning Heraldwhich, because it was usedon 3 August theDaily Telegraphrevealed that a
only in part, led people to believe thatdoctor had notified the Health Department three
cryptosporidium would not have any effect on theirmonths earlier of a case of cryptosporidium-related
health. The McClellan report criticised the use ofillness and was told by an official that it was only
that alert, the selective reporting and the decision bgne of 500 cases relating to drinking water. One
Sydney Water, based on tl8ydney Morning Herald must ask how much reliance can be placed on the
selective reporting, to drop cryptosporidium from itsinformation given to the public about disease
warnings and include only giardia. resulting from our contaminated water. Given that
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the Minister does not believe there is a problem or The Leader of the Opposition has shown the
that it is necessary to warn people aboutvay forward with his 10-point plan. That plan
contamination, perhaps he is fudging figures aboudemonstrates leadership. He has shown the House
people becoming sick from drinking our how the Government can solve the problem. My
contaminated water. colleagues have read out that plan, so | shall not
take up the time of the House by repeating it.
My office has taken calls from people However, on behalf of the people of New South
describing symptoms they believe result fromWales, particularly those most at risk—babies,
drinking contaminated water. | hope the offices ofyoung children, the elderly, cancer patients, HIV and
all Government members have received similar call&IDS patients, and those suffering other immune-
because members of the Government are the onssppressed systems—I plead with the Government to
who should be providing the answers. | know theake the lead shown by the Opposition, adopt the
honourable member for Bathurst, who is in theplan of the Leader of the Opposition and support the
Chair, will provide the answers because he is anoalition's proposed legislation.
honest bloke, but | am not too sure about many of
the members opposite. | remind the House of the Debate adjourned on motion by Mr
nonsensical claim of the Minister for Health thatWhelan.
routine monitoring for cryptosporidium was not

appropriate and of his inability to assure the public BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
that there was no health risk to their health. Two . _
years earlier his chief health officer, Dr George Routine of Business

Rubin, warned that giardia and cryptosporidium . o )
posed a unique threat to drinking water and sought ~Mr WHELAN  (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
rapid action to assess the risks. That action wdd2-40 p.m.], by leave: | move:

never undertaken. ) )
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the

. . interruption of business currently before the House for the
The former Managing Director of Sydney taking of questions without notice at 2.15 p.m. this day.
Water, Paul Broad, responded that Sydney Water
had world's best practice land management have moved this motion because Standing Order
procedures in its first line of defence—the122 is very specific. The House must proceed with
catchments—and that treatment plants woulthe motion of no confidence that is before it until
intercept as much as 99.9 per cent othe motion has been determined. Standing Order 122
cryptosporidium. At the same time experts fromdoes not provide for question time to take place
Sydney Water advised that treatment plants woulgbday, and the issue may arise again tomorrow if the
need to achieve greater than 99.9 per cent removRbuse is still debating the motion of no confidence.
to reach acceptable cryptosporidium risk levelsThe Government is content to have question time
Obviously some people do not know what they aréake place today. The issue that was raised in
talking about. My final comment about that matterrelation to question time yesterday has been properly
relates to a report in th&unday Telegrapton 30 resolved by the Government bringing on this
August, a copy of which | received on my returnimportant debate. It has enabled members of the
from a six-day tour of country hospitals. Opposition to speak for half an hour, to put any
number of multiple questions to the Government and
That article reported that the Healthto make speeches on behalf of their constituents
Department said it did not want to stop and startather than restrict them to five questions during
issuing warnings. On Friday, 4 September the Healtuestion time. However, | understand that the
Department all but lifted the warning when theQpposition does not share that view. To remove that
Minister said that it was reasonable to expect thajoubt, the Government intends to have question time
Sydney's water would get the all clear by the end ofake place at the normal time today.
the weekend. By 8.00 a.m. Saturday morning
Sydney was told it would again have to boil its Mr Hartcher: With questions about Sydney
water, possibly until Christmas. Again the MinisterWater?
for Health was proven to be unreliable. The only
thing he can be relied upon to do is tell lies. Like Mr WHELAN: Because of the Government's
his colleagues, he had no strategy to deal with thdesire to have question time a non-precedent ruling
problem. His only response was to again play thevill be sought from Mr Speaker that on this special
blame game, a process in which he and hisccasion questions may be asked about the matter
colleagues have developed a great deal of expertitlgat is currently before the Chair. That is a departure
over the past three years. from the normal practice, but we will take that in
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our stride. Standing Order 122 was born at @round the press gallery all morning saying the
different time out of the charter of reform. It was Government was not scared; it thought the issue was

born when the former member for South Coast, thgg jmportant that the debate had to be brought on at
honourable member for Bligh and the honourablgynce.

member for Manly had the numbers in the House.

The standing order relates to section 24B(2)(b) of The debate was not so important that it had to

the Constitution Act, which provides: be brought on immediately after the visit of the

President of Ireland. It could have waited a further

30 minutes. The somewhat pious claim by the

(b) during the period commencing on the passage of th&-€ader of the House that he has moved this motion
motion of no confidence and ending 8 clear daysin the best interests of everyone concerned ignores
thereafter, the Legislative Assembly has not passed ghe way he and his cohorts acted yesterday. Their
motion of confidence in the then Government. action yesterday was unprecedented since Barrie

Unsworth's ill-fated attempt to stifle Nick Greiner in

The time in which the standing order was born haﬁ?S?. It was designed to stop the first question time

passed and, regrettably, the standing order has N& this Parliament since June proceeding to its
changed. | do not seek to change it today, but the P 9

Government will give consideration to that. Thecompletlon. By stopping question time the
Government cut and ran from the people and the

standing order does have constitutional implication . :
The Government is aware of that and will doSParllament of New South Wales, and from the issue
of Sydney Water.

something about it. However, first we must conclude

this debate. The Opposition's motion will go the way The O . h . . i
of most of its attempts to embarrass the e Opposition accepts that question time wi

Government: it will fail. take place today. It accepts the assurance of the
Leader of the House that he will seek the

Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough): appropriate ruling from Mr Speaker to allow
Order! The suggestion of the Leader of the Hous@uestions to be asked about Sydney Water. Members
is roughly equivalent to a change in the bowIingOf the Opposition will be asking such questions as

from the Paddington end. | should like to hear thdhey believe are in the best interests of the people of
views of the Opposition. this State. We will be extremely concerned if any

attempt is made to stop questions being asked about

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [12.42 p.m.]: My Sydney Water_. Whether we get answers about
experiences of cricket are not as vast or as rich asydney Water is, of course, the $64 question. We so
yours, Mr Acting-Speaker, so | will speak aboutrarely do. We are so used to the Premier engaging
parliamentary procedure. | welcome the assurandB histrionics in this place. Yesterday one member of
from the Leader of the House that the Governmenthis House engaged in histrionics and he was
while allowing question time to take place, will seekejected, but the Premier is allowed to engage in
the appropriate ruling from Mr Speaker thathistrionics everyday.
guestions can be asked about matters concerning
Sydney Water. Question time would be a farce if Mrs Lo Po": He is good at it.
guestions about the issue Parliament is debating and,
indeed, the main issue of concern to the community ~ Mr HARTCHER: He is good at it because he
of Sydney were ruled out of order because of gets a lot of practice—more than anyone else.
technicality in a standing order which was never
intended to have that result. | thank the Leader of Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough):
the House for his assurance in that respect. Order! The honourable member for Gosford should

return to the subject matter of the motion.

Yesterday question time was interrupted by the
visit of Her Excellency the President of the Republic Mr HARTCHER: | do not intend to prolong
of Ireland; it was a most welcome visit. Thethis debate. Let us have question time and let us
Government could have allowed question time to baddress the real issue facing the people of this State,
concluded and could then have moved to suspentlat is, the competence of the Government to run
standing orders to bring on the motion of noSydney Water.
confidence. The Government elected not to do so.
Therefore, it is appropriate for the Opposition to ask Motion agreed to.
whether the Government was running scared. The
Government has become very concerned about thair Acting-Speaker (Mr Clough) left the chair at
allegation. Government people have been running2 47 p.m. The House resumed at 2.15 p.m.]

(2) The Legislative Assembly may be dissolved if:
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FORM OF QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE Mr Collins: No, it wasn't.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Honourable members Mr CARR: | am reading from it. I am reading
are aware that debate on a most important motion f§om the document that was distributed yesterday. |
being interrupted for the taking of questions. Indeedguote from the report—
it is the most serious motion that can be moved in
this House. That raises the difficult and vexed Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
question of anticipation of debate, a matter that wasiember for Kogarah to order.
discussed earlier today in the House. | intend to
allow questions to be asked relating to the subject Mr Photios: On a point of order. The question
matter of the motion before the House. Howeverwas explicit: will he or will he not table the advice?
my ruling should not be regarded as a precedent fdrhe Premier is misleading the House.
the future. The general purpose of question time
would be defeated if questions were allowed every Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
day relating to matters before the House at that timanember for Ermington will resume his seat. | call

him to order.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Mr CARR: The report was distributed
yesterday, and the honourable member for Gosford
has a copy of it. It was publicly distributed. To
SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION answer the question—

Mr COLLINS: | address my question to the [Interruptior]
Premier. Was the Premier acting on advice provided
by the Minister responsible for Sydney Water when Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Premier needs no
he told Parliament yesterday that cryptosporidiumassistance from Ministers on the Government front
levels reached 58,660 per 100 litres at the Orchargench. Hansard and the other members of the House
Hills water system in 1993 and 6,700 per 100 litreswill be assisted if they remain silent.
at North Richmond in 1994? Will he now table the
advice provided by his Minister on that issue? Mr CARR: | am delighted to quote from the

report; | quote from it now.

Mr CARR: In the largely unreported speech
the Leader of the Opposition gave yesterday he  \jrs Skinner: On a point of order. | seek
failed to identify anything the Government hadgjarification from the Premier. He keeps talking

either done or might have done that would havgoyt a report. The question related to advice to him
averted the health warnings about contaminants ifom the Minister.

Sydney water.

Mr SPEAKER: Orderl The member will
resume her seat. If she wishes to ask the Premier a
question, she will have an opportunity to do so at
the appropriate time.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Vaucluse to order.

Mr CARR: He also failed to explain, and
this is the subject of his question today, why
readings were five times higher than current
readings yet there was no public health alert in th
early 1990s when he was a member of the forme
Government.

Mr CARR: When | said in this House
esterday that cryptosporidium at Orchard Hills was
8,616—

Mr Collins: On a point of order.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

member for Gosford to order. | call the honourable Mr SPEAKER: Order! Although members
member for Cronulla to order. may be a little excited about the subject matter of

the question, there is no reason for three points of
Mr CARR: The source of my advice is order to be taken when the Premier is obviously

nothing less— attempting to answer the question. If members
believe the answer is inadequate, the appropriate
Mr Collins: Table the advice. time to take a point of order is when the Premier

has concluded his response. However, any member

Mr CARR: Listen, Bozo, it was tabled taking a frivolous point of order will be placed on
yesterday. three calls to order.
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Mr Collins: You will recall that when | asked Mr CARR: When the Government was still
the question | asked specifically about the adviceanalysing water from Warragamba Dam it alerted
not the report. | asked the Premier to table theéhe people.
advice.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the member for Bathurst rises on a point of order. |
Opposition did not listen to what | said. | said that ifanticipate that he will ask the Chair to rule on the
members have a problem with the Premier's answesupplementary question. The question is in order.
the appropriate time to take points of order is when
he has completed his answer rather than halfway @ Mr CARR: The question of viability
through his dissertation. highlights in fact the very point the Government is

making: that it has honestly alerted the people

Mr CARR: To put members of the Opposition whenever there has been any suggestion of a risk.
at ease again, yesterday | quoted from the report.

The honourable member for Gosford has the report. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Vaucluse to order for the second time.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for North Shore to order. Mr CARR: The Opposition is defending its

failure to notify the public of any contamination.

Mr CARR: | will quote again from the report, The Government did. The Government knew that
which states: was important, and that goes to the heart of the

contrast. The Government did notify the public,
Given that the raw water source for Orchard Hills is theirrespective of the possible viability of the samples.

pipeline from Warragamba Dam, a similar concentration of. . . L. . .
oocysts may have entered Prospect Reservoir, and given thehat is the point. The Opposmon IS trying to argue

lack of protection against cryptosporidium oocysts in thethat the samples have not been properly and fully
system, these oocysts may have entered the reticulatidiested.
system.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
The report concluded: member for Ermington to order for the second time.

Water treatment provided by Orchard Hills and North Mr CARR: The fact is that the Government
Richmond WTPs is effective in reducing concentration of ’

cryptosporidium oocysts. However, when challenged with higfhas alerted the people, irrespective of the possible

concentration of cryptosporidium oocysts, sufficient numberviability of the samples.
of oocysts to constitute an effective dose may pass through

treatment and enter the system. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for North Shore to order for the second
That is the point. When that occurred those oppositgme. | call the honourable member for North Shore
felt no moral obligation to let the people of Sydneyio order for the third time.
know. Who was the Minister for Health? Who was
the shareholding Minister? Mr CARR: In other words, the Government
notified the public until it could determine to its
Mr Hartcher: On a point of order. The satisfaction whether the organisms were dead or

Premier in his answer used my name as the membalive. The Government erred on the side of caution,
for Gosford, and alleged that | had the report. but the former Government did not.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable KNIFE POSSESSION PENALTIES
member is seeking to make a personal explanation.
This is not the appropriate time to do so. | call the Mr WATKINS: My question without notice is

Minister for Roads to order. directed to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and
Minister for Ethnic Affairs. Could the Premier
Mr COLLINS: | ask a supplementary update the House on the success of the

guestion. Why did the Premier lie to Parliament byGovernment's tough new knife laws?

omitting to tell the House that the ministerial advice

on this issue was that water samples involved were ~ Mr CARR: In the last session the Government
not analysed for many weeks and could not béntroduced the toughest knife laws in Australia. It
validated while treated water at both plants showedid so because anyone carrying a knife without
no cryptosporidium? lawful reason is attacking the civil liberties of other
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people. Today in New South Wales it is illegal tocards on the new laws. The cards have been issued
carry a knife in a public place or school without ato every school student in the State, and they make
lawful reason. Police can search for knives ang very clear that no student should carry a knife; it

confiscate them. Police can demand names ang simply against the law for anyone to carry a knife
addresses and ask people who are harassing g school.

intimidating or causing fear to others to move on.
The Government's policy can be described as zero  The Government congratulates all those

tolerance on knives, and it is proud of that. | cancommunity and school groups, as it congratulates the
report to the House that the laws are working. A”police. These laws can work if they are supported
the evi_dence so far pqints to a terri_fic performancq,y the community. As honourable members would
by policemen and policewomen using the laws g aware, the Government has also supported the
deliver a safer community. new laws with a major education campaign that can
. be seen displayed at railway stations around the

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much State. The campaign was funded from money

audible conversation in the Chamber. If theconfiscated from criminals, from the Confiscated

gpnoura}ble mﬁmﬁ’” for lt\)lorthcott c\j/vants to E_ave h%roceeds Account. It is altogether appropriate that
|hscuksjs:jon with .3 mﬁm C?\r sebate next to him, ﬁ*loney taken from drug dealers and criminals is used
should do so outside the Chamber. to fund anti-knife measures; money that has been

. taken f iminals is bei to fight crime.
Mr CARR: | report that since 1 July, 389 aken from criminals is being used to fight crime

kmvgs and other _dangerous. weapons have been Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
confiscated—that is 389 knives and dangerous . o
. . . ember for Northcott will cease interjecting. | place
weapons no longer in our community. They included .
" . ) im on two calls to order.
a crucifix that can be converted into a knife that was
taken from a 14-year-old at Miranda; a samurai

sword that was taken from a man at NeWC&Stlghere is violence in our society, but that means we
railway station; a 35 centimetre knife that was take . : Y, )
have to fight harder against the use of knives and

from a man in a crowded hotel at Glen Innes; a ; oty That is why the G ¢
tomahawk taken from a man at Campbelltown; a 6 €apons In our society. That is why the overnmen
as introduced new laws, that is why the laws will

centimetre bayonet taken from a man : , . .
Marrickville; an axe taken from a juvenile in g Stay In force while | am Premier, and that is why

playground at Ryde; and a knife that had beefe Government will shortly announce stage two of
strapped to the ankle of a juvenile at Taree. its new anti-weapons campaign—an assault on
prohibited weapons.

Mr CARR: As | said in this place in March,

Other dangerous weapons confiscated include
meat cleavers, a machete engraved with the title
“Indiana Jones", a broken but sharpened pool cue,
screwdrivers, razor-like paint scrapers, laser pointers . ] o
and swords. The 389 knives and weapons were Mr GAUDRY: My question without notice is
found after police had searched 345 people. Polic® the Deputy Premier, Minister for Health, and
in the Manning Great Lakes report that since 1 Jumelster for Aboriginal Affairs. What action is the
by using their powers they have searched 40 peopféovernment taking to protect families affected by
for knives, issued 65 directions to move on and laid'ugs?

24 charges. | praise the policemen and policewomen
of this State for taking the power this Parliament Dr REFSHAUGE: The Carr Government is
gave them and using it to help build a saferdetermined to help families protect their children
community. In Cabramatta, youth liaison andfrom the scourge of drugs. It is tackling the problem
community safety officers visit schools and othethead on through law enforcement, education and
venues to tell young people to hand in their kniveprevention and the expansion of treatment services.
voluntarily. A key strategy is the scientific assessment of new
forms of treatment for drug addiction. The Carr

Knives can be handed in at Cabramatta polic&overnment was the first government in Australia to
station and Cabramatta Police and Communitjaunch pilot naltrexone programs in public hospitals.
Youth Club. At Minto and Campbelltown They are the focus of attention not only across
community groups are working to get people toAustralia but also internationally.
hand in their knives. Local youths, some as young
as 10, have handed in more than 100 knives. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
Students have been provided with youth informatiomember for Ermington to order for the third time.

ALCOHOL AND DRUG
INFORMATION SERVICE
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Dr REFSHAUGE: The Government Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
established the pilot programs to develop propemember for Vaucluse to order for the third time.
clinical practices and safety guidelines before
embarking on full, random clinical trials. Naltrexone Dr REFSHAUGE: In addition, the results of

is used in two ways: either as a means Othe yet-to-be-completed Westmead naltrexone pilot
withdrawal from opioid addiction or as a form of || need to be analysed with Dr Bell's data before
maintenance treatment. Often patients will underggny |arger random clinical trial can take place. The
both forms of treatment. It is usual with well- early data certainly suggests that naltrexone may
designed trials that there be a preliminary pilotyecome a valuable tool in the fight against drug
stage. | am pleased to advise the House that | havgygiction. The Carr Government is fighting the
received some preliminary data from one of thecqyrge of drugs on many fronts. Earlier today |
pilots conducted at Sydney Hospital under Dr Jameg,ched a statewide advertising campaign to help
Bell. The results are encouraging. Of the 31 pat'emﬁarents and young people become better informed
involved in the study, 16 were addicted to heroin. Aabout the dangers posed by drugs. The Government
further 15 patients were on methadone programs. has a clear message for parents and young people.

. . .. The answers to their questions on drugs are a phone
Unlike as happened with the Westmead pllotball away q g P

patients under the treatment of Dr Bell were not
anaesthetised during withdrawal. Rather, they were L .
sedated and given medication to suppress the . Many parents flnd'lt d!fflcult to talk to their .
withdrawal symptoms but remained awake durin{;"dren about drugs. It is a job madg even harder if
the procedure. Of the 16 patients who were addicté€y do not fully understand the issues or know
to heroin, five, or 31 per cent, are now off heroinWhat to ask. Similarly, many young people are
and being treated with methadone. This means thA€rvous, even embarrassed, about talking to their
they are off the drug treadmill and have a greateParents about drugs and drug abuse. That is where
chance of getting work and re-establishingthe Alcohol and Drug Information Service can help,
relationships with their families and friends. A DYy providing expert advice and answers to the
further two patients, or 12.5 per cent of thoseduestions that parents and young people ask. A
involved in the pilot, are on naltrexone maintenancéotline has been set up to help, and | urge anyone
programs and clear of heroin. One patient, or 6 pe$eeking information on drug or alcohol problems to
cent of those on the pilot, is entirely free of heroinuse it. Only through education can we better protect
use without naltrexone assistance. those we love from the dangers posed by drug and
alcohol abuse.

In total almost 50 per cent of patients are now
off heroin. These figures are more than comparablSYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION
with other treatment forms for drug addiction
including methadone, which has a 50 per cent  Mr SOURIS: My question without notice is
retention rate, and abstinence-based therapies, whighdressed to the Minister for Urban Affairs and
have a 20 per cent retention rate. To complete the|anning. Why did the Minister sign a letter on 10
picture five of those patients have retgrned to hero_i%\ugust 1998, just six days after the Sydney Water
use and two are on naltrexone maintenance WitBontamination crisis ended, stating that Sydney's
occasional lapses. One patient died over the periqgater performance has continued to improve? How

of the program. Dr Bell's study also looked at the.an he stand by Sydney's water performance when
effectiveness of naltrexone on 15 patients enrolled ifugiqents cannot drink the water?

the methadone program.

After treatment with naltrexone six patients, or Mr KNOWLES: ~ The Opposition uses the
P '~ Deputy Leader of the National Party as the mug in

40 per cent, are abstinent after one month; thret%e Parliament. He has obviously forgotten that he

atients, or 20 per cent, returned to the methadone L
bal ) Pe u . _Introduced the Sydney Water corporatisation
program; four patients, or 27 per cent, relapsed,; an

the outcome of two patients is unknown. Aseglslatlon on behalf of Minister Webster. Research

suspected, naltrexone is not a miracle cure but therEa;S shown that on 22 September 1994 the

are encouraging results that suggest that naltrexo nourable member said:

has .an |m|:_)or_tant role to p.lay not _Only m_treatmg | have no doubt that corporatisation of the Water Board will
heroin addiction but also in weaning patlent_s _Off result in improved accountability, increased efficignc .
methadone. | stress that these results are preliminary clear performance criteria to protect the environment and
and subject to further scrutiny and assessment. public healh . . ."
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The coalition gave that clear assurance. Its cleaiwarded to the proposal that came in second? Why
message was that corporatisation would protect théid the former Government choose a system for
public health. As part of the mug's game into whichProspect that contains only a single filtration process
the Deputy Leader of the National Party was dupedwnhilst the preferred proposal contained dual filtering,
a set of regulations was attached to the coalition'which has been incorporated in the three smaller
corporatisation legislation. The honourable membewater filtration plants serving Sydney. Why did the
should be able to work out that the statement heoalition Government choose a second-ranked option
made at that time is linked to the question he hafor the filtration of more than 85 per cent of
asked today. It clearly relates to the operational aud®ydney's water supply?

of Sydney Water in the preceding year; and in that

context the letter he quoted in his question related to At that time the coalition said that the

a period prior to the contamination outbreak. technical assessment of the various options for
Prospect was only one consideration in the tender

PROSPECT WATER FILTRATION PLANT process. We were told that the final decision for the
CONTRACT establishment of the water filtration plants was based

on "economic and commercial considerations".

Mrs BEAMER: My question without notice is Indeed, that view was confirmed in a letter dated 8
directed to the Minister for Urban Affairs and April 1994 from Paul Broad to the chairman of a
Planning. What were the circumstances of th@arliamentary joint select committee, the honourable
awarding of the Prospect water filtration plantmember for Manly. It is a fact that despite the
contract in 1993? successful tenderer, New South Wales Water

Services—now Australian Water Services—meeting

Mr KNOWLES: This is a better question! the specifications and being acceptable, there was a
Yesterday the Premier outlined the cover-up by th&etter technical proposal. The proposal by Wyuna
former Government of the contamination of theWater was ranked first for all the technical
Sydney water supply. Failure to notify evaluation criteria by an independent panel of
cryptosporidium levels of more than 58,000 oocyst&Xperts.
per 100 litres of water constitutes a cover-up. On a ]
motion of no confidence the Leader of the  Each expert ranked Wyuna Water first on
Opposition had the opportunity to give reasons fofnvironmental —assessment, project delivery
condemning the Government, but he could nofSSessment, process assessment and operation
present any. Honourable members are saying that rRssessment. The tec.hnlcal assegsment of New South
speech was the most appalling, lazy and incompetedYales Water Services and, indeed, the other
presentation to the Parliament by any leader of thignderer, CRI Bechtel-American shared second and
Opposition. Is it any wonder that the honourabldhird place on the individual evaluation points.

member for Lane Cove, who is smiling to herself—
Ve, Who'l fing Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

Mr SPEAKER: Orderl Ministers on the mMember for Northcott to order for the third time.

Government front bench and Opposition member

will cease interjecting. ﬁnterruptlon]

] . Mr KNOWLES: The dope from Davidson,

Mr KNOWLES: Is it any wonder the who was also involved in the parliamentary inquiry
honourable member for Lane Cove was seen lagk, . «iow much extra were they?" That is a good
night outside the entrance to the Strangers Dininaues'tion The next question we.asked was how
Room berating a staff member of the Leader of th‘%igniﬁcant were the economic and commercial
Opposition for the tactical failures of the Leader Ofconsiderations of Paul Broad and the chairman of
the Opposition iq question time and his appalling(he select committee. The files reveal that on a
performance during debate on the no confidenchyiect estimated at that time to cost $300 million
motion. Yesterday it was a cover-up. During ounne' hrice differential between Wyuna Water and
search through the files for answers to the currenya South Wales Water Services was little more
set of problems we found more Oppositionihan g25 million. That is a $25 million variation on
fingerprints. capital expenditure of $300 million.

A number of questions are raised. Why did the Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
former Government knowingly choose the secondmember for Davidson will cease interjecting. If he
best option for the Prospect water filtration plant3yants to ask a question, he may seek the call when
Despite an alternative tender being ranked numbeke Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning has
one on technical merit, why was the contraciconcluded his answer.
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Mr KNOWLES: The honourable member for Mr WOODS: The honourable member for
Davidson did not contribute much to the committee'$ort Jackson has a deep commitment to the regions
deliberations. On a $300 million capital spend theof New South Wales—
price variation between the two options was $25
million—less than 10 per cent of the total cost. It is Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
important to understand that the former Governmernnember for Lane Cove to order.
gave an express commitment that each proposal
should remove 99.9 per cent of cryptosporidium and Mr WOODS: —as do all members of the
giardia, yet it failed to include in the contract aNew South Wales Government. This Government is
requirement to remove cryptosporidium and giardia.hugely committed to working with individual

regional centres, like Tumut, to secure their

These are 25-year contracts. They do noéconomic futures.
require the removal of giardia and cryptosporidium,
despite the promises of the former Government, Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
including the promise of Robert Webster, who, onrmember for Coffs Harbour to order.

23 September 1992, said that the water treatment

plants would "ensure that the residents of Sydney, Mr WOODS: When Visy Paper Pty Ltd
the lllawarra and the Blue Mountains will be assuredndicated it was interested in investing more than
of a safe and reliable water supply well into the nex$400 million in a kraft pulp and paper mill at
century". The Government already has asked MFumut, the State Government moved promptly to
McClellan to urgently accelerate his assessment afecure the investment for regional New South
any need to upgrade the Prospect treatment plantWales.

have today advised Mr McClellan that he will be

receiving the files on this matter as well as Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
yesterday's cryptosporidium reports. member for Baulkham Hills to order.
PROSPECT WATER FILTRATION Mr WOODS: We introduced special
PLANT CONTRACT legislation to ensure resource security, put together

an offer of payroll tax concessions and a training
Mr HARTCHER: | address a question to the package for employees, and offered assistance with
Premier. Did the Premier, when Leader of theplanning issues. Last month | announced a five-point
Opposition, say, before the Prospect treatment plaptan for growth in Tumut through the country
contract was signed, "The provision of private sectocentres growth strategy. This plan will make sure
infrastructure for use by public utilities is anthat, when the Visy investment gets under way,
important feature of our policy approach. We wouldthere is an integrated approach to ensure
support this approach in Government as we do imfrastructure, training and social needs keep pace
Opposition. The Opposition is pleased to give thisvith growth in Tumut. It also will ensure that other
assurance to any financiers intending to givepportunities for growth are maximised.
assistance to your development plans"?
The Visy proposal means a lot to Tumut. It
Mr CARR: The answer, of course, is yes. Butmeans that more than 400 direct new jobs will be
what an immaculate sense of timing. After thecreated in the mill and in related activities. It also
revelation by the Minister for Planning of the waymeans import replacement. While the State
the coalition went about implementing a perfectlyGovernment has moved quickly and decisively to
valid principle, it remains only to say it is not a make sure that the Visy mill gets going, the Federal
guestion of the validity of providing this service coalition Government has really dragged the chain.
though the private sector, but the way it was doneyisy has sought assistance from the Federal
the level of accountability, and whether we got theGovernment for help with road infrastructure,
best deal from the best part of the private sector. environmental technology, infrastructure tax offsets
and transport equalisation assistance. For Visy,
TUMUT INVESTMENT however, it has been a case of seek and you will not
find. The Federal coalition has failed to deliver any
Ms NORI: My question without notice is to assistance at all to ensure Visy gets under way.
the Minister for Regional Development, and Minister
for Rural Affairs. How is the Government helping to Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
secure the economic future of Tumut? member for Oxley to order.
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Mr WOODS: What is the position of the will be maximised, to ensure maximum benefit to
Federal coalition on this subject? The formerthe local area. A New South Wales industrial
Minister for Regional Development and the Nationalkupplies officer will work closely with Visy to
Party leading light of the time, John Sharp, promise@&nsure New South Wales suppliers are given every
"significant assistance" for Visy. But where is it? Isopportunity to tender for work generated by the
the absence of support from the Federal coalition ygiroposed Visy mill. The Government's action plan
further proof of John Sharp's stated belief that theréor Tumut includes help for fast-tracking the release
is "no role" for the Commonwealth in regional of new industrial land, help to ensure the right
development? The coalition does not care aboutaining is available, and a strategy to make sure that
regional New South Wales. Its readiness to abanddmuman services keep up with growth.
regional Australia stands in stark contrast to the
approach of the New South Wales Government, This pro-active and interventionist approach of
which is committed to targeted and strategiche State Government, through introducing special
intervention to ensure private sector investment godsgislation for the Visy project as well as the
ahead in country New South Wales. It is througtdevelopment of the action plan, stands in stark
investments like that proposed by Visy thatcontrast to the inaction of the Federal coalition. The
economic growth and job security can be created fdbtate Government and local government have
country centres. But one does not secure jobs growthiorked closely to secure a bright future for Tumut.
and economic security by doing nothing. Thelt is about time the Federal coalition showed it is
Federal coalition to date has delivered nothing. committed to job creation and investment in Tumut

by delivering some of the infrastructure and other

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable requirements that are a Federal responsibility.
member for Coffs Harbour to order for the second
time. SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION

Mr WOODS: While the Federal coalition sits Mrs SKINNER: | ask a question of the
back, the State Government has developed a fivéinister for Health. Why is it that no public health
point action plan for Tumut. It sets out the actionalert was issued on 13 August, when 50 oocysts of
that the State Government will take to secureryptosporidium per 100 litres were detected in
investment and make sure any potentialvater samples, but an alert was issued three weeks
impediments, like labour or land shortages, arearlier when parasite levels were less than half that
identified and overcome. As a result of some monthamount? What is the Minister's definition of a safe
of work with Tumut shire and the people andlevel of cryptosporidium?
industries of Tumut, we have come up with our
action plan. It involves a real commitment to Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for North
improving transport infrastructure. The StateShore is aware of the Chair's attitude to questions
Government will provide $60 million over the next containing a number of parts. | will allow the
10 years for targeted improvements to the primarMinister to answer the question. However, if the
road network in the south-west slopes. A study willmember for North Shore asks a similar question in
be conducted into the feasibility of reinstating railfuture, | will ask her to rephrase it.
links in the Tumut shire. Along with Visy, we have
called on the Federal Government to make sure that Dr REFSHAUGE: When 58,000 oocysts per
the community gets the most it can from the Visyl00 litres were found, the coalition did not issue a
investment. Coalition members opposite do not evehealth alert. There were 58,000 oocysts in the water
know who Visy is. The silence of the Federaland the coalition did nothing but hide the results.
Government and members opposite on this issue is
profound. The State Government's plan includes Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
direct help for Tumut shire to make sure themember for Baulkham Hills to order for the second
community gets the most it can from the Visytime.
investment.

Dr REFSHAUGE: The whole of Sydney is

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable concerned about this issue. The supply of water is
member for Davidson to order. important. The honourable member for Lane Cove

has urged the Leader of the Opposition to make this

Mr WOODS: A local economic development issue a major change in political fortune. What did
officer is to be employed. In addition, opportunitiesthe honourable member for Lane Cove do? In the
for New South Wales producers and manufacturenmiddle of all this, she went on the Kokoda Trall
that can and should flow from the Visy proposalwith Bronwyn Bishop! What was she doing there;
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mobile phones would not work up there. We knowexamined also by water experts from the National
how Bronnie gets when the phones do not work ablealth and Medical Research Council. Each one
the planes are going to land. She was with the Horticked it and said that the protocol was acceptable.
C. J. S. Lynn! The honourable member for NorthNo suggestions for changes were made, although in
Shore was sunning herself on Hamilton Island whean urgent meeting we asked the NHMRC to
this was going on. This conspiracy lot that want toconsider water guidelines. We have followed the
do over the Leader of the Opposition not onlyprotocol each time. That involved the international
started talking about the leadership challenge buxpert panel and was ticked off by international
also about the photo. Who will the members of theexperts and water experts in the NHMRC. We have
front bench be? The Deputy Leader of thedone what we should have done, which is to tell the
Opposition has gone. He is not here at the momenttruth. The coalition did not. The coalition did not
tell the public when 58,000 oocysts were in the
Mrs Skinner: On a point of order. My point water.
of order relates to relevance. The Minister is making

a mockery of a serious question about health risk to Mrs SKINNER: | ask a supplementary
the people of this State. | ask you to demand that hguestion. Given that the director-general informed
return to the question. me only last week that there were 12,000 oocysts of

cryptosporidium in the water, and that only months
Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is before this scare the Minister told this House that
involved. monitoring was inappropriate, how does the Minister
justify his answer?
Dr REFSHAUGE: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition will not be shadow treasurer; it will be Mr Clough: On a point of order. A
the honourable member for Wakehurst. Thesupplementary question must refer to the answer.
honourable member for North Shore will not be
shadow minister for health; that responsibility will Mr SPEAKER: | ask the honourable member
go to a member of the upper House. One wouldor North Shore to repeat the question without the
think that a member of the upper House who is greliminary comments.
doctor and has been a parliamentary secretary would

be the shadow minister for health but he will not. Mrs SKINNER: Given that the director-
general told me last week that there were 12,000
Mrs Skinner: On a point of order. oocysts of cryptosporidium in the water and that the

Minister told the House that monitoring was
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | anticipate the inappropriate, how can the Minister justify his
member's point of order, which | do not uphold.answer?
However, | ask the Minister to direct his answer to
the substance of the question. Mr SPEAKER: Although the question is in
order, it has been drawn to my attention that under
Dr REFSHAUGE: It will not be the Hon. the standing orders only one supplementary question
Dr B. P. V. Pezzutti who takes up the shadow healtmay be asked.
minister's responsibilities; it will be the Hon. C. J. S.
Lynn. HEAVY VEHICLE MASS LIMITS

Mr Photios: On a point of order. You asked Mr ANDERSON: What is the response of the
the Minister to direct his answer to the substance dflinister for Transport, and Minister for Roads to
the question. | ask you to enforce your direction. Ashe Commonwealth Government's failure to properly
one who supports you, your office and your statioraddress rural concerns about the increase in load
in life, and as one who has often had to suffefimits on heavy vehicles?
because of your rulings, | ask you to direct the
Minister to do as he is told. Mr SCULLY: | am pleased to report progress

to the House: Chikarovski 14, Collins 14. Are the

Dr REFSHAUGE: The Minister for Transport undecided for him or for her? | want to know why
wants to know who will be his shadow; it will be the honourable member for Ermington is upset with
the honourable member for Gosford! A protocol forthe Deputy Leader of the Opposition Ron Phillips.
health alerts was determined by an expert panéle is all right; why is he being dudded?
established by the Health Department. That protocol
was examined by international experts, who Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has
happened to be in Sydney a week ago. It waextended a degree of leniency to Ministers during
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guestion time. | ask the Minister to answer the Mr Souris: We will march together arm in
guestion he was asked. arm, hand in hand.

Mr SCULLY: | thank the honourable member Mr SCULLY: The Deputy Leader of the
for his question about heavy vehicle mass limits. National Party should know; he appreciated Belltrees
had hoped that National Party members particularlBridge. The honourable member has done all right
would join the Government on this matter and shareut of this Government. Some other examples are
the concern. The Commonwealth proposes that theailway Parade bridge in Casino, Barrington River
standard semitrailer should have its mass limibridge in Gloucester, Kiamma Creek bridge at
increased from 42% tonnes to 45% tonnes. FaCrookwell, Martins bridge in Murray, and Goan
National Party members who are discovering theibridge at Dubbo. All those bridges will need to be
electorates, like the honourable member for Lachlangplaced to cope with the increased mass limits. Will
who has just discovered the location of Lachlanmembers of the National Party whose electorates
there are 12,000 bridges in New South Wales ofover those bridges join with the Government in
which about 8,000 are in local government areagutting pressure on the Federal Government to
New South Wales handles about 80 per cent gbrovide the necessary funds so that we can agree to

interstate truck movements. the mass limits?
Mr Fraser: That is historical. Tell us about The Federal Government's decision has
the latest developments. massive implications for regional New South Wales:

$165 million in northern New South Wales; $143

Mr SCULLY: The honourable member shouldmillion in the Hunter; $32 million in southern New
be concerned, because if this mass limit comes intSouth Wales; and $58 million in western Sydney. |
effect $760 million will have to be invested in abouthope the National Party does what it should do:
2,000 bridges across New South Wales to carry theepresent its constituencies properly, realise that this
extra weight of those trucks with a mass limit ofproposal will result in significant damage to bridges
45.5 tonnes. Of that $760 million, about $470in rural New South Wales and, for once, join with
million will be used to replace 1,037 bridges and tahis Government in putting pressure on the Federal
strengthen another 680, and $290 million will beGovernment to obtain appropriate funding for
spent on State and national highway bridges. Theegional roads in New South Wales.
State Government simply does not have those funds.

Questions without notice concluded.

The Federal Government irresponsibly
announced that it will unilaterally introduce heavy NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT
vehicle mass limits from 1 January, without giving

details of any compensation package for State or Motion of No Confidence
local government. The Commonwealth does not
have the capacity to monitor or enforce the Debate resumed from an earlier hour.

necessary bridge upgrades. It does not have the

capacity to monitor or enforce the conditions that Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [3.15 p.m.]: This

operators must meet to get approval to carry higheextremely important motion makes it very clear that

mass limits. the New South Wales Government is despicable,

that it lies, and that for some months it has been in

I will not read those conditions for the benefitthe business of covering up rather than providing

of the National Party, but | have received letterclean water. At the moment Sydney Water is in

from more than 30 councils in country New Southcrisis and the Carr Government is obviously in crisis

Wales supporting the position of the New Southbut, worse still, Sydney is in crisis. There is no

Wales Government—that is, to put firmly to thelonger any confidence in Sydney's water.

Federal Government that it has no problem with the

mass limits in principle but that it expects the Mr E. T. Page: Why does that not show up in

Federal Government to put money into bridges irthe polls?

rural areas. If these mass limits increase, $760

million worth of damage will occur. Most of the Mr HAZZARD: That comment shows that all

benefit will go to industry and to the Federalthe Carr Government cares about is the polls. The

Government through increased tax revenue. | askarr Government is a poll-driven, deceptive,

the National Party to join with me and its councilsdespicable government.

in putting pressure on the Commonwealth

Government to come good. Mr E. T. Page: Where is the evidence?



7180 ASSEMBLY 8 September 1998 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT

Mr HAZZARD: The Minister for Local only another 198 days we will not have to worry
Government has not even read the report from Mabout him or others of his ilk. He is practising
McClellan, QC. The evidence is clear. The Ministerwalking out of the Chamber. He will do that again
for Local Government is lucky he is not in thein 198 days—permanently, | hope. Sydney Water is
position of the Minister for Urban Affairs and in crisis and honourable members should consider
Planning. He should keep quiet and pretend he is ntiow that has come about, where we are today and
here. He is also lucky he is not in the Premier'svhat is going to happen. What is the Carr
position. Both those Ministers are quite concernedGovernment doing about the problem? What has it
They are not concerned about Sydney Water or thdone from the moment its scientific testing showed
people of Sydney; they are concerned about thenacceptable levels of giardia and cryptosporidium?
polls. At the moment they are obviously quiteFor some hours it did not do anything. Apparently
happy. Their polls must show that nobody is worriednembers sat in their offices trying to work out a
about the water. strategy to deceive the people of Sydney and hope

that the problem would disappear. Unfortunately

The reality is that in the community even little they did not achieve anything other than to expose
children are concerned about the water. When locgleople to a health risk.
schoolchildren cannot drink from bubblers, when
they are dragged off to the principal's office to have The Government got round to doing something
it explained to them why they can no longer drinkon 29 July. It immediately moved into defence
the water in this city, we have a crisis. The Ministermode. The Minister for Local Government said that
and his trivial mates on the Labor Party benchesyhat drives the Labor Party right wing makes the
who are interested only in polls, are the cause of thBob Carrs, the Paul Keatings, the Graham
problem. Until they focus on trying to get Sydney'sRichardsons, the group of the whatever-it-takes
water clean rather than playing the blame gamementality. The Government got one of its mates,
Sydney will not have clean water. Unfortunately theDavid Hill, whom it had appointed to Sydney Water,
Minister may not have read the article in tBgdney to issue a press release that underlines just how
Morning Herald of 27 August which stated, "End of despicable the Government's reaction has been. The
an era for safe water". Perhaps he was busy lookingress release finally received a public airing in the
at the polls. Sydney Morning Heraldof 3 September. It is

unbelievable that a man who had been appointed as

Mr E. T. Page: The honourable member Chairman of Sydney Water—the major public utility
cannot even read it, and it is in large print. in that it provides one of the most needed

commodities for life, water—was prepared to

Mr HAZZARD: The level of that interjection effectively fix a press release.
is a real worry. | read somewhere that the Minister
has a degree, but | do not know where it was The Sydney Morning Heraldbf 3 September
handed out. details changes made to a draft press release. The

draft press release was headed "URGENT PUBLIC

Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! The ANNOUNCEMENT". One would think that to be an
honourable member for Wakehurst will address higntirely reasonable heading. If the Government were
remarks through the Chair and not indulge ininterested in transparency, if it were in a partnership
conversation across the table with the Minister. | askvith the public and if it were keen to make sure that
the honourable member to return to the substance tfe public was protected from the dangers resulting
the motion. from an increase in the levels of cryptosporidium

and giardia, the word "urgent" would have remained

Mr HAZZARD: Many decisions from the in the press release title. However, that word was
Chair have indicated that the honourable membeateleted. The little pen restructuring job—line out,
speaking can respond to interjections. The Ministeline out, line out—was done by none other than
is making inane interjections that reflect hisFederal candidate David Hill. At that time Mr Hill
intellectual capacity, but he needs to get his mindccupied the paid position of Chairman of Sydney
around the fact that we no longer have safe, reliablé/ater and was also Chairman of Soccer Australia—
water. That is a huge problem. and it would appear that he was not doing a

particularly good job for soccer either.

Mr E. T. Page: That was your third try; it
was an improvement. David Hill, Federal candidate, was more

interested in ensuring that there was no reflection

Mr HAZZARD: | do not know whether to upon the Labor Party by what had become a public
express frustration with the Minister or to say that indisaster. He took out his pen—probably the same
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pen used by Graham Richardson to write his bookubject of a deliberate attempt at deception. An
Whatever it Takes-and followed the philosophy attempt was made to deceive those who lived in a
that whatever it takes is okay. He chose to delete theast part of Sydney, areas of marginal seats, at a
word "urgent". The heading now read, "PUBLICtime not distant from either the Federal election or
ANNOUNCEMENT", indicating a fairly mild- the State election.
mannered announcement. David Hill had not
finished with his whatever-it-takes pen. Before he Alteration of the draft press release was a
altered the draft press release the first paragragross abuse of power. It was an attempt to make
read: sure that residents in areas such as Parramatta,
Penrith and the Blue Mountains were completely
Extensive testing by Sydney Water Corporation h_as i‘dentifie(tjeceived. People living in Kogarah and areas in
tgre tpres?(;‘_ce of tthef S”:j'cro?rga”t'sms IG'ard'a andsydney's south-west knew absolutely nothing about
yprosporidium In parts of Syaney's water supply: the dangers facing them. The same attitude extended
Mr Hill, Federal Labor Party candidate, right-wing to the northerm suburbs area, in which my electorate
. ionlS located. On the morning of the press release |
remember hearing on the radio that the eastern
esdaburbs drinking water supply was contaminated by
éaces of giardia. | recall Alan Jones interviewing

the two organisms. He then deleted the words "an hris Pollett. At that stage Alan Jones already had a

Cryptosporidium”. Anyone reading the amende air grip on the issue and | remember him asking,

introductory paragraph of the press release woul .hat?"are these bureaucrats, the 'd'OtS’. actually
have decided that the issue was not so seriou8o9’ !—Ie did not then know t_hat the act|o_n was
because it read: cbming right from the top, that this was a David Hill

exercise and that one of the Labor Party mates was

Extensive testing by Sydney Water Corporation has identifieoeffecnveIy doing a knee-capping job on the public.
the presence of the microorganism Giardia in parts of Sydney's
water supply. David Hill is a great mate of Graham
_ Richardson, of Paul Keating—and we know about
The issue was downgraded probably from a concerPaul Keating's attitude to the people and to the
of scale 10 to one of scale 1—something that mighparliament—and of the Premier of New South
slip by in the outfield, a mate's way of approachingwales. | challenge the Premier to tell the House
management of a crisis. Mr Hill could not stopabout the conversations he has had with David Hill.
there. The second paragraph as drafted read: In this public forum, in this first and oldest of the
Australian parliaments, we want to know what part
A batch of water containing these organisms in the Easterghe Premier had to pIay in the actions that have
Sydney CBD was identified late last week. taken place in Sydney Water from the word go. Was
. he Premier up to his eyeballs, along with David
The press release was amended to refer to a singular : . S )
. . . II? Has he been involved since the beginning? Did
organism. Mr Hill then moved on to the third

paragraph. The old mate's right-wing pen was agaipwe really want this information to go out to the

put to use. The third paragraph as drafted read: public, or was he dragged to the party kicking and
screaming?

First, he chopped the "s" off the word
"microorganisms”, so that the press release referr
to a singular micro-organism, the less dangerous

A second batch has now been identified which could affect a .
much wider area. Honourable members should think of some of

the promises made by the Carr administration that
In other words, people outside the eastern Sydndyave been broken under the direct auspices of the
central business district were being put on alert to bPremier. We were promised that hospital waiting
careful because the problem could extend to a mudists would be halved within 12 months. Thank
wider area. David Hill, Federal candidate, a man ofieavens the Premier has not told us that the level of
the people, a man who wants to be elected by theryptosporidium will be halved within 12 months;
people—and if he is elected then he should never hdow he is just saying that he does not know,
trusted because after this little effort he cannot belthough initially we were to have a nil reading
trusted—took out his right-wing Graham Richardsorwithin a week or so. What about the tollway
pen and deleted the words, "which could affect @romise? Premier Carr has delivered a series of
much wider area.” On the morning the press releagsroken promises, deceptions and lies. Regrettably, he
was issued people living in the eastern suburbis a man branded in this Parliament as someone who
would have realised there was a problem, but thosgoes not tell the truth. | am interested to know what
living in areas such as Cabramatta, Parramattpart the Premier played in this issue. If he had
Fairfield, the northern suburbs and Kogarah were theonversations with David Hill about the press
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release then there is no rock under which he can Mr HAZZARD: As the Minister for Local
hide, there is no place safe for him, and he shoulGovernment, who was in the chair a few minutes
not be in this place until 27 March 1999—whichago, said, the Government cares about the polls.
will be his last day as Premier—but should go from
here very soon. Ms Seaton:Have you ever tried to stop a two-
year-old from drinking bathwater?

If the Premier had some part in the David Hill
press release revamp—the Graham Richardson Mr HAZZARD: The honourable member for
deletion of urgency, warnings of cryptosporidiumsouthern Highlands asked whether | have ever tried

existence and the area potentially affected by thg stop a two-year-old from drinking bathwater.
parasites—then his days are numbered. | know that

issue a challenge to him to come into the Chambginging debate. The honourable member is trifling
and say to the people of New South Wales, "I hagith the House. | am loath to take points of order

no part in any of the revamping of what was said byt he has erred in relation to four matters in this
David Hill, Sydney Water or the Minister for Urban yepate.

Affairs and Planning." Thus far the Premier has not

issued such a clear statement, yet we are now two  \. HAZZARD: What is the point of order?
months into the crisis. Until the Premier makes such

a statement, the people of New South Wales can Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Orderl The
safely assume that there is a good chance that ”Rﬁinister is explaining his point of order.

Premier may well have known much more than he
should have known about what was going on with a Mr HAZZARD: He had better get to it.
cover-up.

What did the Ministers know about the waterthat dl\él(r:ig)i(l)ErE’UTY—SPEAKER. Order! 1 will make
problem? Since the outbreak the Government has '
provided no constructive direction about how the . .
problem will be addressed. The Government, with .Mr HAZZARD: 1f that is the way the House
the benefit of hindsight, but lacking any reasonablé&® 9°'N9 to be run—
person's foresight, offered the stupid solution that for
one week, then for two weeks, or at least until Mr Face: He has alleged that the law has been
advice is received that the problem is fixed, watePrOken'
should be boiled. David Hill, the Premier, and the
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning give
Sydneysiders a sense that New South Wales is bei¥§
governed by the three stooges. | do not know which
would be Mo, Larry or Curly. | suppose the Premier Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! | cannot
would be Curly because he likes to twist Cur|yhear the Minister explaining his point of order while
issues around the people of New South Wales arfie member is interjecting.
not tell them what is really going on. The three

stooges have put Sydney in a despicable position. ~Mr Face: The honourable member has already
Little children, people who are ill and people with €rred on several occasions in relation to what should

immune deficiencies are exposed to real danger. be a substantive motion. He has already widened the

debate by referring to certain people. There is a

Mr Debnam: The frail aged. longstanding tradition in regard to those who have

no voice in this Parliament. The honourable member

Mr HAZZARD: The honourable member for is perilously close to earning the censure of the
Vaucluse says the frail aged. House.

Mr HAZZARD: That is part of the debate. If
u want to take part in the debate—

Mr Debnam: Does Bob Carr care? No. Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! The debate
may continue. However, | ask the member for
Mr HAZZARD: Bob Carr does not seem to Wakehurst to return to the substance of the debate. |
care. agree with the Minister that it is dangerous to reflect
on those who are not members of this House. In
Mr Debnam: He does not care aboutfuture the member for Wakehurst should avoid
anybody. doing so.



NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 71BB33

Mr HAZZARD: Mr Deputy-Speaker, you and Mr HAZZARD: | cannot believe that the
the Minister have to get a bit serious. honourable member for Badgery’'s Creek who has
six children, can attack me in this Chamber.
Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! The
member for Wakehurst will not reflect on the Chair. Mrs Beamer: You did not tell us years ago
when the whole problem came to a head.
Mr HAZZARD: Last night the Minister for
the Environment went hammer and tongs against Mr HAZZARD: The honourable member for
Bob Wilson. Do not tell me that | cannot reflect onBadgery’s Creek is a mother and a member of the
people who are relevant to this debate. Before theght wing—another right-wing-mate out of the
Minister for Gaming and Racing interrupted | wasGraham Richardson mould, from the Paul Keating
trying to talk about the frail and elderly and peopleand Premier faction. | do not think the honourable
with immune deficiencies. member for Badgerys Creek is mentioned in the
book—she is not that bad—although quite a few
Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! If the other honourable members are mentioned.
member for Wakehurst continues in that vein | will
direct him to resume his seat. | have ruled that he The right-wing faction, the Carr Labor
should not reflect on the Chair. | was not theGovernment, the Paul Keating clones, the Graham
occupant of the chair when the issue to which h&®ichardson duplicates, triplicates and quadruplicates
has referred was raised. | ask him to return to thall use deception and lies to make sure they get

substance of the debate. through any problem. Today nobody in the
Government wants to address what needs to be done
Mr HAZZARD: | remind the honourable to clean up Sydney's water. | have talked about the

Minister that this is a wide ranging debate, the termgress releases and the moving-words-around game
of which have been largely extended by thendulged in by David Hill. | hope that at midnight
Government. If the Minister had been in theon polling day, 3 October, David Hill will know he
Chamber and had listened to what happened late no longer even a Federal Labor candidate.
night, he would know that.
Mr Hill should not be the candidate for the
Mr Face: | ask that you bring him back to the Federal seat in which he is standing because he has
debate. been despicable in that he has lied to the people of
New South Wales. Unfortunately, the Government,
Mr  HAZZARD: This motion of no quite apart from fiddling the books and dudding the
confidence in the Government is about as serious @a®mmunity, has condoned his behaviour. There can
it gets. The Minister has to listen to all the evidencébe only one explanation for the Government
that is presented in substantiation of that motion, budeliberately cooking the books. David Hill started
he does not want to hear all the evidence. the process and the Premier has continued it. The
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning has issued
Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Order! | again ask instructions for his boys to go to Sydney Water and
the member for Wakehurst to return to the substandind something in the books about the coalition five
of the debate. or six years ago to take the focus away from the
Government's problem which it cannot sort out?
Mr HAZZARD: Not one of the children in
the gallery can drink from the bubblers at school. The Government has a lot to hide. The
The Minister cannot tell me that that is not a serioussovernment has done nothing to fix today's
problem. The Minister for Local Government saidproblem. Today no-one will drink the water,
that this matter is only about polls. At every schoolchildren cannot drink from bubblers, and people in
throughout Sydney either the bubblers are turned offospitals are being given bottles of water; that did
or plastic bags have been put over them. Each timmot happen five or six years ago. The community of
a child wants to have a drink he or she cannoNew South Wales expects action. Every time the
because of dangerous water laden witlMinister sends his bureaucrats to look through the
cryptosporidium, giardia and other bugs. Thefiles, or his backbenchers to create havoc in the
Government has done nothing for two monthdarliament by pretending that it is not today's
except to play the blame game—blame the coalitioproblem but a problem from five years ago, he is
and everybody. It has not fixed the problem. really saying that the Government does not know
what to do and should move into full blame-game
Mrs Beamer: You would not even tell the mode, not worry about sorting out the problem but
58,600 reading. just blame the other side.
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Even little kids are saying, "This is a joke, thisbeen given the necessary resources or support. The
is dumb." About a week and a half ago we wereupgrading of mains and the implementation of four
told for the third time that we could not drink the water treatment plants were initiatives of this
water. | said to my 10-year-old son, "Andrew, don'tGovernment. Those water treatment plants worked
drink the water." When he asked, "Why, Dad?" Iwell until the pressures imposed on them in the past
answered, "Because, unfortunately, the Governmefeaw months. They now need further work. The
has not been able to fix the problem." He saidGovernment cannot hide from the fact that the
"That's dumb”, and | replied, "Yes, that is certainlycoalition implemented those measures. The
true, Andrew, it is." The problem is that even little Government has an obligation to provide water that
kids know that this is dumb but the Laboris suitable for drinking, what the lawyers call
Government does not seem to realise that; it ismerchantable quality.
simply playing the blame game. The Government
has to adopt some of the measures put up by the What a joke the $15 rebate is! If a person
Opposition in its 10-point plan. bought a jumper that was not of merchantable

quality, he could return it and get his money back.

The Leader of the Opposition has made thosg&he Premier and the Minister should ensure that no-
points clear and | do not propose to go over thempne will lose what they have spent on water during
except to say that some of them are naturahe past two months. The Government should pay
progressions from what the former Government hatbr the bottled water that people have had to buy,
commenced before it was forced out of governmerfor the inconvenience, and for the electricity and gas
in 1995. At that time, although 52 per cent of theneeded to boil water. Hopefully the Government will
people still wanted the coalition to govern, the othecome up with a solution to this problem. If not, it
48 per cent managed to get the Labor party intghould look at the coalition's 10-point plan to help it
government. Next time round, compliments ofon its way.
special arrangements by the Government reducing
the number of electorates from 99 to 92, with a bit Mr DEBNAM (Vaucluse) [3.45 p.m.]: |
of luck the election will be more equitable and thesupport this motion, as does the community. It is
coalition will return to government. The kindergarteninteresting to note that at quarter to four in the
Ministers of the Labor Party, who are moreafternoon the public gallery is full. That usually
interested in moving pieces around a chess board, occurs only during question time, and reflects
a blame-game board, will be out. They will becommunity concern about Sydney's water problems.
protecting their right-wing mates and will have fourThis issue could lead to the downfall of the Carr
years to think about how they can work newGovernment next week if members of the Labor
strategies to protect their mates. Party decide that they have had enough and cross

the floor to vote with the Opposition on this motion.

In the rush to blame the Opposition it has beerfThe motion is all about the Government's
forgotten that there were 12 long years of Labomaccountability and about the people of Sydney not
government from 1976 to 1988. Regrettably almosbeing able to drink the water. What the people in the
nothing was done in that time to fix and maintainpublic gallery are seeing and what we saw last night
the quality of water for the burgeoning city. Whenand what we will see tonight is all about bringing
the coalition came to government in 1988 it startedhe Government to account.
programs designed to address clean water needs. |
remind the Premier and the Labor Party that the This Government has run roughshod over New
former coalition Government moved towards theSouth Wales for 3%z years and because it has gone
concept of catchment management. Do honourabteo far the community wants it brought to account.
members recall that catchment managemermlost members of the community would agree that
committees were set up around New South Wales tilne Carr Government is good at theatrics but is
try to get people at grassroots level involved inpathetic on management and policy. In March 1995
achieving clean water? That meant local industrieshe Government did not even expect to win the
schools, businesses and individuals had to belection, and therefore did not plan to win. As a
educated about how to make sure that the wateesult, for 3% years it has been stumbling, and will
supply was not accepting pollutants andcontinue to stumble until 27 March 1999. This issue
contaminants, and that those various bodies aratose because of another stumble by the Minister for
persons were not contributing to the input ofUrban Affairs and Planning in October 1996. The
contaminants. The coalition sought to do that. community wants four questions answered in

relation to the motion of no confidence in the

That most effective program continues todayGovernment. First, for the past 3% years did the
but, unfortunately, under this Government it has noGovernment know about the parasites? Second, did
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the Government have power to take any action oRacing got very upset when one of his mates was
Sydney's water? Third, did the Government take angnentioned. For 3% years the Carr Government has
action? Fourth, does the New South Walebeen about jobs for Labor mates and jobs for the
community have any confidence in the Carmright wing. | might add that very few jobs have been
Government? provided for the left wing of the Labor Party, which
caused it to produce a document entitlAbuse of
We all know that the answer to the lastPowerin 1995 or 1996. That is no surprise to the
qguestion is that it has no confidence in the CarOpposition as traditionally Labor governments have
Government whatsoever. On the question of whethdreen about Labor interests and abuse.
the Government knew about the parasites for 3%
years, speaker after speaker in this debate has The people currently in the public gallery who
confirmed that the Carr Government knew all aboutvere lucky enough to watch the performance of the
those parasites but did nothing about them. On thKlinister for Urban Affairs and Planning last night
qguestion of whether the Carr Government had angnd, indeed, during question time today would know
power to take action in the past 3% years in relatiothat there is no substance whatever in the response
to Sydney Water's practices, assets and investmentgm the Government front bench to the water crisis.
yes, it did, and | will outline the reasons it had thatAll we have heard is personal abuse. | turn now to
power. The answer to the question whether the Cathe question of whether the Government knew about
Government took any action is that it did not, as wehe parasites. On 22 October 1996, in answer to a
have heard from both Government and Oppositioorothy Dixer, a pre-arranged question, the Minister
speakers. for Urban Affairs and Planning, who has been
responsible for Sydney Water for the past 3% years,
Does the New South Wales community havesaid:
confidence in the Carr Government? The answer to
that question is none at all, certainly no confidence To make it clear, | said | was aware of reports on the front
in the Carr Government or in its Labor mates. On P29 and on page 6 of ttydney Morning Heraldas | said
. . earlier it must have been a very slow news day. Frankly,
the question of why the Government did not take siempts to beat up the likelihood of a cryptosporidium
action, to some extent the Minister gave an answer outbreak are little more than scaremongery.
to that yesterday when he indicated that he was not

going to take what he called knee-jerk or expensivghe Minister made that speech in October 1996.
action. | have provided a small insight into what thetyyq years ago the Minister responsible for Sydney
Labor Government has done for 32 years. This igyater said that anyone who raised the issue of
the first Government that has blown its budget everyryptosporidium in Sydney's water supply was
single year that it has been in office. It has done thadimply scaremongering. Indeed, the Minister for
for three years and will do so in its fourth year. Urban Affairs and Planning was a member of the
parliamentary committee that reviewed Sydney
Unfortunately, the figures for the Government'syyater in the early 1990s. He has been involved with
fourth budget will not be available until after it the jssue for about six years. For 3% years he has
leaves office. The Government has had budget bluggen the Minister responsible for Sydney Water but
throughout its 32 years in office, and it has simplyiy the past 24 hours he has had the hide to stand up
blown its budget. The mismanagement of Sydnewnq accept no responsibility. However, he has
Water is all about debt and dividends in governmengacked a couple of his mates whom he appointed to
trading enterprises. It is not about water quality Okhe poard of Sydney Water. The House should
services and the quality of those services. It has Ngkmember that the Labor Party is not about
been about those matters for 32 years. The prioritigganagement but about jobs for Labor mates. On 22

of the Labor Party will become apparent when loctober 1996 the Minister further said:
refer to a speech made by the Premier in mid-1995.

As Opposition members have said, the Treasurer has However, let us be clear about this. Since 1992, when the first

been working with Ministers on the Government tests were conducted, no further unacceptably high levels have

front bench to extract more money for their mad Peen found.

spending sprees not on water quality but on various

other things. Anyone who has followed the debate over the past

24 hours will find that statement interesting when

For 3% years the Government's only action ircompared to what the Premier said in the House

relation to water has been to provide jobs for theyesterday.

boys, as the House has heard from a number of

speakers. Indeed, the Minister for Gaming and Mr O'Farrell: He lied.
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Mr DEBNAM: He lied. | remember a poster Minister already knew that cryptosporidium was an
that was circulated in Sydney and, indeed, in Nevgmerging issue because he had been involved in the
South Wales about a year ago which displayed theatter for a number of years. However, in October

words "Liar, liar". 1996 he decided that it was simply scaremongering
to do anything about the emerging issue. In July

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | prefer the 1996 the shadow minister for health, understandably
honourable member not to use that word. alarmed at the Government's attitude to these

parasites, asked the Minister for Health whether
Mr DEBNAM: The Premier is totally testing should be undertaken. The Minister scoffed
and said that routine monitoring for cryptosporidium
was simply not appropriate. Two years ago senior
Ministers in the Carr Government scoffed at the
Let us be clear about this. Since 1992, when the first testSUggestion that action should be taken in relation to
were conducted, no further unacceptably high levels have bediese parasites. | shall refer later to the Minister's
found. arrogance for the people of Sydney.

untrustworthy. | reiterate that in October 1996 th
Minister responsible for Sydney Water said:

However, the Premier contradicted that statement in | turn now to whether the Carr Government
the past few hours with a story. The Minister forpag the power to take action on the water issue.
Urban Affairs and Planning further said: That raises the issue of the corporatisation of
o . Vv is getting better. E er filtration plant Sydney Water. It is unfortunate for the people of
ur water supply is getting better. Four water filtration plants,

representing an investment of $3.5 billion, are now coming onNeW South Wales t,hat when the Carr Government
line. | can report to the House that those water filtration plantgVaS SWOIN into office | had been a member. of
are currently going through their commissioning phase. Thd?arliament for only 11 months. One of the first
good news is that all the plants are either meeting theidebates to which | made a contribution in 1995 was
performance standards or they are performing in excess ¢he debate on the State Owned Corporations
design criteria, which will effectively remove cryptosporidium. (Amendment) Bill. Those who have listened to the
Two years ago the Minister accepted total ownershii:\)/liniSter and the Premier lie about their involvement
n this matter and to their talk about the

of the water problem. He further said: corporatisation of Sydney Water and what they will

This matter received the attention of the present Governmerq0 to fix the pmt_)lem and bring Syd_ney V\,/ater to
when it was in opposition and it received the attention of the€€l should consider what the Premier said on 23

previous Governmen .. As | said earlier, the May 1995, more than three years ago, during his
cryptosporidium story usually does the rounds at least twice gecond reading speech on the State Owned
year. Corporations (Amendment) Bill. The Premier, who

had been in office less than two months and who

Although the Minister knew about the problem two,, - ¢ already out of date, said:

years ago he did nothing. He concluded by saying:

) The bill will ensure that this Government is accountable for
| assure honourable members that residents of Sydney can be ¢, operations of a statutory State owned corporation.

confident they are drinking water of the best quality provided
anywhere in the world.

Mr O'Farrell: Can you repeat that?

People who have doubts that the Minister has known

about the matter for six years should relddnsard Mr DEBNAM: On 23 May 1995, more than
of 22 October 1996. If they want further nightthree years ago, the Premier told the New South
reading | suggest they read the report of the seledVales Parllamer_n thgt the State Owned Corporations
committee that inquired into Sydney Water in the_(Amendment) Bill will ensure that the Government
early 1990s, which shows the Minister's involvementS accountable for the operations of a statutory State-

in the matter. The Minister knew about the problenfWned corporation. Some people may question
and he knew what action he could take to correct itvhether the Premier understood that Sydney Water

However, he failed to take any action. At about thdS & State-owned corporation. As he spends most of
same time, October 1996, the Water Board issued ifdS Spare time in Europe | understand that he
annual report. For the information of the people irProbably did not know what the legislation was all

the gallery who may not be familiar with the about. | had my doubts, when | read .the Premier's
process, the annual report is sent to the MinisteSPeech, whether he knew what the issue was all

who frequently makes public comments on it. about. | turned to the speech—which,
understandably, is very short because he has no

The 1996 Sydney Water annual reportinderstanding of policy and no interest in the
identified cryptosporidium as an emerging issue. Th&€conomics or reform of New South Wales—to find
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that, after brief comment on the accountability of thds an absolutely pathetic Government. The third
Government, the Premier went on to say: paragraph of my speech contained this statement;

... the two existing State-owned corporations—namely, the This legislation delivers power to Labor Ministers to interfere
Hunter Water Corporation and the Sydney Water at will.
Corporation—will be maintained.

) That summed up what that legislation was about.
So, in that same speech, he named Sydney Wat§fat pill, introduced by the Premier on 23 May
On page 1 he said: 1995, allowed him to interfere at will in State-owned
corporations. He has done so for 3% years. He will
continue to do so until he leaves office on 27
March. Those interested in this topic could look at
aIaat debate, in which some five members of the
Opposition spoke, pointing out what a disaster it
would be for the people of New South Wales. |
Mr O'Farrell: If he were a director, he would might return to some of those comments later.

The bill will ensure that this Government is accountable for
the operations of a statutory State-owned corporation.

From the previous comment, one can therefore re
into the latter "the operations of Sydney Water".

have to resign. ) :
Question two was: Did the Carr Government

Mr DEBNAM: If he were a director, he have the power to take action? There is no doubt it
definitely would have to resign, and he woulddid. The legislation is st.raightfo_rvyard: Premier Carr
probably speak to the Federal authorities. The la&@n do whatever he likes. Minister Knowles, as
paragraph of the Premier's speech says: responsible Minister, can do whatever he likes with

the co-operation of Treasurer Egan. We know that
At the same time, | believe that the public also expects thaPremier Carr, Treasurer Egan and a few others work
these bodies should be obliged to display a sense of sociglery well together to manipulate various businesses
responsibility in the conduct of their commercial activities, and_in this State. In my speech on 7 June 1995 | warned

should be accountable for their actions. The Government i .
committed to ensuring that these public expectations an‘zl\,hat was about to happen with ~the ~ Carr

fulfilled. Government's reversion to the bad old days. What
we have heard from the Premier in the past few
The Premier sacked his mates at Sydney Water, bdeys about decorporatisation of Sydney Water is
he absolutely refuses to sack his other little mategimply theatrics. The Premier likes to prance around
Minister Knowles. In fact, on his own words, the as if on stage, especially in the Parliament. The art
Premier should resign. Clearly, he is accountable off theatrics is all he is really interested in. He has
this issue. He has been involved in it up to hisalways had the power to act in the interests of the
eyeballs since David Hill messed up the first fewpeople of New South Wales, but he simply never
hours of management of the crisis. The Premiehas.
dived into the water and has been involved in the
management of this issue from day one. He has My third question was: Did the Carr
been involved right through the three outbreaks, an@overnment take any action? The answer is: none,
undoubtedly will be through the next three outbreaksther than appointing mates to the board of Sydney
of cryptosporidium. | remind those in the public Water. Why did the Government appoint its mates to
gallery that for the past 24 hours the Premier hathe board? Because that helps the Government in
been claiming that he is not accountable for thevhatever its political objectives are. As | said in my
operations of Sydney Water and that in fact he willspeech on 7 June 1995, it is all about political
fix that by taking action to bring the water expediency. It is not about good management of
authorities under his control. businesses or enterprises, and it is not in the
interests of the people of New South Wales. It is
Sydney Water has been under the fingertigimply about the interests of Bob Carr's mates. |
control of the Premier since May 1995. Despite thatteturn to an issue | mentioned only a short while
the Premier refuses to accept his responsibilitieggo. One Minister who delights in stretching the
mainly because he has no interest in the people afuth—usually making up what he calls the truth—is
New South Wales. | spoke in the debate on 7 Junghe Minister for Health. In 1996 the most senior
and drew the attention of the House to the fact thadtealth authority in this State was telling people not
the State Owned Corporations Amendment Billto be worried about cryptosporidium, forget it, it
which affected Sydney Water, one of the two Statewas not an issue. He was followed by the Minister
owned corporations at the time, was definingor Urban Affairs and Planning, who dismissed the
legislation for the Carr Government. | had no idea aissue in response to a Dorothy Dixer. They did a
that time how prophetic my remarks would be. Thisgood job of telling the public it was not an issue.
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Mr Hazzard: They deceived us. Wales will have had Bob Carr in damaging mode
for 11 years of hard Labor.
Mr DEBNAM: They did indeed deceive the

public. They have much to answer for on this issue. Mr Smith: Three lifetimes.

In question four | posed: Does the New South Wales

community have confidence in the Carr Mr DEBNAM: It does seem like three
Government? Hardly! It has no confidencelifetimes. This issue of water quality and the

whatsoever. The Opposition, which watches thénvolvement in it of Bob Carr and Craig Knowles

Government day to day, is very concerned aboujoes back years. Craig Knowles was involved with

what the Carr Government is doing to New Souththe review of Sydney Water in the early 1990s. |

Wales, the people of New South Wales, the interestsave no idea when Bob Carr became involved in the

of the people of this State, and the view thatissue of Sydney's water quality. No doubt it was in

overseas persons must be taking about New Southe early 1990s when he was Leader of the

Wales. This issue is news around the world. It is ofOpposition, but in relation to the control of Sydney

concern to our tourism industry as well as to théNater Bob Carr's involvement—

residents of Sydney. The honourable member for

Wakehurst addressed the issue of the frail aged, Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry):

those with immune deficiency, those with illnessesQrder! | remind the honourable member for

and our children. Vaucluse that he should refer to both Government
and Opposition members by their correct titles.

Mr Hazzard: The Minister did not give a

damn. He tried to shut me up. Mr Hazzard: The honourable despicable
Premier.
Mr DEBNAM: The Minister did not give a
damn. In fact, he tried to shut down the debate. The Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER: | call the

only time that the Minister became concerned antionourable member for Wakehurst to order for the
agitated was when he spoke on behalf of his Labaecond time. If he makes any further remarks of that
mates. nature | will direct the Serjeant-at-Arms to remove
him from the Chamber.
Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry):
Order! | call the honourable member for Wakehurst Mr DEBNAM: In 1995 the Premier, Bob
to order. Carr, had his fingers right on this issue. | refer to
my speech of 7 June 1995, when | said:
Mr Face: If the honourable member for
Wakehurst would take his tablets, we would not This_ legislation delivers power to Labor Ministers to interfere
have as much trouble in this Parliament. at will
... This bill will prove to be one of the defining pieces of
Mr DEBNAM: If you had given tablets to legislation for this new Government—
David Hill, we would not have so much trouble in
this Parliament. If the people of New South Waledeing the Carr Government—

are asked what they think of the Carr Government—
It sets the tone of this new Government and, if passed, will be
a source of great concern to the people of New South Wales.

Mr O'Farrell: There is a resounding answer.

At that time the House was debating the Premier's
ontrol of State-owned corporations, specifically
ydney Water. | repeat my remarks of 7 June:

Mr DEBNAM: Yes. If the people of New
South Wales are asked about their thoughts on St
politics at the moment, few would have any
comment to make beyond the fact that they cannot [This new legislation] sets the tone of this new Government
stand Bob Carr, they do not trust Bob Carr, and they and, if passed, will be a source of great concern to the people
do not want Bob Carr. At the moment they want to of New South Wales.
talk about Federal issues. The reality is that people
have not trusted Bob Carr since he becam&veryone now understands that the legislation,
Opposition leader in 1988. The people of New Soutltombined with the absolute incompetence of the
Wales have had more than four years of théMinister for Urban Affairs and Planning, the
Premier. They have had Bob Carr as OppositioMinister responsible for Sydney Water, is a source
leader for seven years and they have had him ad great concern to the people of New South Wales.
Premier for 3% years, and he has 200 days to gdhe Minister should have resigned months ago, and
By 27 March next year the people of New Southwe have now clearly reached the point where the
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Premier should resign. On 7 June 1995 | spokeffected. All Sydney electorates represented in this
about how political interference by previous Laborparliament are affected. It ill behoves Government
governments had disadvantaged the people of Neiembers not to join in and to represent their
South Wales and would do so again once thgonstituents on this issue by making the points we
|egiS|ati0n tOOk effect. At the t|me Of the PremierISa" must make_points that were so eloquently made
interference with State-owned corporations severg| fewy moments ago by the honourable member for

financial commentators pointed out thatygycluse and in his speech on 7 June 1995.
corporatisation is all about getting it right without

political interference. They drew the distinction Mr Debnam: Copies are available in my
between accountability and political interference ysfice.

Does the New South Wales community have

confidence in the Carr Government regarding the Mr O'FARRELL: Or, for the interest of

Sydney Water issue? members in the gallery, the speech is also available

on the Internet. | am happy to acknowledge that
throughout the water crisis the Minister for Urban
Affairs and Planning has shown application,
diligence, dedication and an appropriate degree of
management and commitment to accountability.
However, the crisis wracking Sydney should never
. ) . ave occurred, because he should have shown that
Premier. The Carr Government IS ur_1f|t, unsafe_an pplication, diligence, commitment to accountability
untrustworthy. | support this no confidence motion, . f t skills. during the
which is also supported by the community. and de_monstrauon of management sxI'is, 9!
preceding 3% years. As the Leader of the Opposition
Mr O'FARRELL (Northcott) [4.15 p.m.]: The said I.ast night, essentially we had a Mini;ter and a
Premier asleep at the wheel. Sydney residents now

people in the public gallery might be surprised to
learn that in relation to such an important issue ar%jffer the consequences of the crash that occurred

the safety of Sydney's water supply the Governme ecause of their incompetenge and negligence. If
is not following the usual procedure in this House 01I ey were in charge of a vehicle on the road, they
putting up a speaker to defend its case. That is néﬁ’omd be charged—

surprising because the Government does not have a
leg to stand on. The case is indefensible. Every
member in the gallery knows, as indeed every .
member in the House knows, that no-one can drink ~Mr OFARRELL: ~ —and locked up for
Sydney water. Under a coalition Government 3yPTecisely the offence named by the honourable
years ago people would not think twice about having"e€mber for Vaucluse: criminal negligence. The
a drink of water. Today in homes around Sydney'©nourable member for Vaucluse asked what |
parents like the honourable member for Port Jacksd?flieve are four pertinent questions. When did the
and | must ensure that our children take extremEesponsible Government Ministers first know there

care when using water for everyday tasks. Th&as a crisis? Did they have the power to deal with
hardest thing with a 4%-year-old is to stop himthat crisis? Did they take action? What confidence

drinking water when he gets in the bath. can the New South Wales community have in those
Ministers? Many thousands of words have been
The water problem is Serious' yet the Laboruttered Since thIS mOtiOI’l came on f0r debate, but

Party refuses to defend its position and to explain it§ey are the four critical issues. | have found, as |

case to the electors of New South Wales, not onljravel around my electorate and in the community
those of Sydney. It is disgraceful that membergenerally, that people have already made a decision
opposite do not take a serious interest in this issu@bout the last matter. The first three issues are
Instead they take an out-of-touch approach. Labg¥itical. As the honourable member for Vaucluse

does not understand that families in the communityeminded us, responsibility lies at the heart of this

are outraged, upset and angry about therisis, the heart of this issue that is affecting

administration of the New South Wales waterSydneysiders and the many people who live
system. The Labor Party apparently has a traditiothroughout New South Wales who have family,

of social justice, caring and compassion bufriends and relatives living in Sydney.

members opposite do themselves little credit by not

joining in this debate to express the concerns of The honourable member for Vaucluse drew

their constituents. This issue is beyond politics. It iour attention to one of the first actions of the Carr

not only Liberal or Labor electorates that areGovernment. That was to amend the State Owned

Mr O'Farrell: No.

Mr DEBNAM: Not at all. The rural
community has no confidence in the Minister for
Regional Development, and Minister for Rural
Affairs and Sydney has no confidence in th

Mr Debnam: With criminal negligence.
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Corporations Act. For the benefit of the people inknew about the problem and what it did about it.
the gallery, State-owned corporations are essentiallyid it have the power to act? As the honourable
public authorities that are fully owned by themember for Vaucluse and other honourable members
Government that have been restructured and set wave reminded the House, on 22 October 1996, in
along commercial lines to ensure greater efficiencyesponse to a question asked by a member on the
and benefit for the taxpayers and consumers of th§oyernment side of the House, the Minister
State. One of the concerns the Labor Partygliperately played down the threat to Sydneysiders
expressed in the last Parliament was that thgom parasites. | am not talking here about the Carr
corporatisation structure did not provide PropeiGovernment; | am talking about parasites in the
accountability. It did not allow Ministers to put yaier supply. The Minister told Parliament that

social obligations into effect when they thought they, ster treatment plants would remove 99 per cent of
overrode economic imperatives. One of the ﬁrSEryptosporidium. He said:

actions of the Government was to amend the State
Owned Corporations Act to give Ministers greater Frankly, attempts to beat up the likelihood of a
power to influence corporatised authorities in the cryptosporidium outbreak are little more than scaremongery.
State to take what Labor claimed was a better
interest in their social obligations. Before | became a member of this House, | had
dealings with Ministers who answered questions
In relation to the first point of responsibility during question time. Those sorts of blanket safety
the Premier on 23 May 1995, within months ofstatements, whether they related to transport or
coming to office, committed himself to a structurewater, were never made by Ministers unless they
that gave Ministers greater control over entities likavere checked at the highest level. So, either the
Sydney Water. What has the Minister responsibl/inister has simply given a glib response or he has
for Sydney Water, the Minister for Urban Affairs deliberately misled Parliament. The former is less
and Planning, been doing with that power for theikely when one remembers that the question is what
past two years? Clearly, the answer is nothing. Hg called a Dorothy Dixer, friendly fire from his
has the responsibility. The Government changed thgood friend the honourable member for Liverpool.

legislation to ensure he had the necessary powethey are factional foes but close geographic friends
and he has done absolutely nothing with them. Sqp the Labor Party.

today we find ourselves in the middle of an ongoing

water crisis. The Minister was responding in Parliament on

) 22 October 1996 to a concern about a
. Did the Government know? We know, becausgryptosporidium outbreak, and he played it down.
it has been repeated in almost every contributioevertheless, for two days in a row the Premier has
from this side of the House—and | have no doubtyiq that every time the issue has been raised the
that if members on the Government side were takingsoernment has been open and has taken decisive
part ?n this debate they would acknowledge it also—tion. It does not stack up. The people of Sydney
that in the 1996 annual report of the Sydney Watefjj see through it. They have only to look at the

Corporation concern  was  expressed  aboyfme charts the newspapers are publishing about the
cryptosporidium.  Sydney  Water's annual  cging of events to see that members on the
environmental ~ report that year identified 55 emment side of the House talk with forked

cryptosporidium as “an emerging issue in the flelqongues. They are more interested in politics and the

of water supply. Annual reports, as weI_I as bemq’lext election than they are in genuinely finding out
reports to the public at large, are essentially repor ow to solve the problem that is confronting
to the responsible Minister. Who was the responsiblgydney

Minister? The responsible Minister was the Minister
for Urban Affairs and Planning. He received a report A fourth point relates to a speech made by the

in 1996 that mentioned something called L T
- . S ._"Premier in 1996 when he opened a water filtration
cryptosporidium being an emerging issue. One mlghtIant. He ascended to yet another level of verbosity

have hoped that the qu. alarm bell might h_ave gon§nd hyperbole in his speech at the opening. This
off, but not with the Minister for Urban Affairs and .

. . speech was given on 30 October 1996, three weeks
Planning. He was too busy trying to restructur

Sydney and trying to get the ticker to take over thi)efore the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning

leadership some day. Two years ago the Ministe(?ownplayed the issue in the House. At the opening

received a report and he sat on his hands. the Premier said:

. . This facility is a triumph of modern engineering and
Another question raised by the honourable technology and an example of the excellence which helped
member for Vaucluse was when the Government Sydney to win the 2000 Olympic Games.
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The obvious response to that is if the formempast two years Mr Young has written to the Minister
coaliton Government had shown that sort offor the Environment; the Minister for Health; the
attention to such a fundamental issue in Sydney, th@linister for Urban Affairs and Planning; the
city would never have won the 2000 OlympicMinister for Transport, the whizz-kid of the
Games. If the coalition Government had gone intgsgyernment—the man who, hopefully, by about the
the bidding process with this sort of scandal aroungjear 2010 will have enough experience to be deputy
its neck, in 18 months time everyone would bgeader—and the Premier to express his concem
going to Beijing and not looking forward to the gnoyt giardia and cryptosporidium in water supplies.
Olympics in Sydney. The Premier went on:

Mr Fraser: What response has he received?
While Sydney's water supply is amongst the best in the world ase at response has he received

today, we have taken action to guarantee the quality of o
Sydney's water for future generations. Mr O'FARRELL: On 5 May the Minister for

Health responded by saying that monitoring for
Regrettably, those future generations were boreryptosporidium and giardia is very costly and that
between 1 October 1996 and August 1998, becaus@idespread monitoring is not currently advocated in
from this point on the problem is here and theNSw." A 74-year-old from the heart of Labor
Government is doing absolutely nothing to addresgerritory has been warning all those Ministers of the
its root cause. The Premier, carried away b)Carr Government about this issue. What was their
hyperbole, erudition and verbosity, went on to say: response? Was it openness, accountability, or an
approach to the media to acknowledge that there is a
The‘proces_s of filtration has been intro_duced to replace thf)roblem and say that the Government was going to
settling period and guarantee the quality of water to mee . .
future demand. resolve it? Did the Government say, "Hang the cost,
we will spend whatever it takes"? No, the
Sydney now _has fresh filtered water—crystal clear, healthyGovernment responded to 74-year-old Mr Young by
and great tasting. saying that testing for the organisms is too costly
and that widespread monitoring is not currently
advocated in this State. What a cop-out, what an
example of just how out of touch the Government is.

| do not know what water the Premier drinks—I
suspect it is probably Perrier or Evian—but | am
sure it is not locally brewed. It would never come
from Neverfail, those marvellous bottlers of spring

water from the electorate of Northcott. A company, That story demonstrates yet another reason that
given this crisis, could not have chosen a bette_{,;overnment members do not dare show their faces

name—Neverfail. One can always rely on it. | have" this debate. Government members do not dare to
relied on Neverfail for water supplies in my contribute to the debate or attempt to defend the

electorate office since March 1995 and | lookindefensible. There have been years of neglect. | do
forward to continuing to use Neverfail supplies”Ot know what the Cabinet in this State does, but it

when my electoral office moves down the roadS cléar that it does not attempt to run New South
slightly after the next election. Neverfail is a famous/Vales. ~ Redistributions, pre-selections and
name in the Northcott electorate. That is not a titld=0mmonwealth - Parliamentary Association  trips—
that could ever be applied to Government memberdho from the lllawarra will go next?—are obviously
"Everfail" would be an appropriate name forthe issues that preoccupy Government members,
Government members, because whatever they touBg§cause they simply do not address the real issues.

turns to dross.
Today | received a message through my

| was interested to discover that one does notlectorate office from a woman whose son last year
need to examine an annual report, read newspapebtained a degree in bioprocess engineering from the
reports or be an expert on water quality to beJniversity of New South Wales. That subject covers
concerned about cryptosporidium. A 74-year-oldvater testing, water quality and related issues. The
gentleman by the name of Robert Young lives in thegoung man, who comes from my electorate and is
Wetherill Park suburb in the electorate of our goodairly up-front and not afraid to knock on doors,
friend the honourable member for Fairfield, the marapproached Sydney Water for a job. He thought that
who knows most about unseating sitting members—Sydney Water would be a terrific employer and
although | am sure that he is upstairs at the momentould be interested in his degree, and he thought it
giving the honourable member for Hurstville and thewould be a great start for his career. Sydney Water
honourable member for St Marys a little advice. Mrresponded by telling him that it was not interested in
Young has been calling on the Government t@mploying him—it was not interested in water
implement an urgent impact study on giardia andesting or water quality.

cryptosporidium in the Sydney water supplies. In the
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My constituent, the young man's mother, asksvants a commitment from us as its representatives,
why it is that Sydney Water has to bring in overseass its putative leaders, that when problems such as
experts when our home-grown experts who havthis arise we will show leadership, put aside our
been trying for work at Sydney Water for years—political differences and do what we can to have the
last year at least, as evidenced by this example—aproblem fixed. What more fundamental problem can
turned away by an authority that apparently was nahere be than one with the water upon which we all
concerned. That young man is now working inhave to rely every day? For the past six weeks the
Melbourne. Many derogatory remarks are madeommunity has wanted a clear commitment from the
about Melbourne and the Victorian Government buGovernment that the problem will be fixed. It has
it must be said that the Victorian Government doesiot wanted the political shenanigans that have been
not take these issues for granted and that it puengaged in, it has not wanted public servants to be
consumers, regulation and the benefits for andacked and it has not wanted great political debate
protection of consumers at the forefront of itson the issue. The community wants guarantees about
corporatisation and privatisation processes. current and future water supplies in Sydney and it

wants a long-term commitment to the management

It is a great pity that in the six weeks that thisof water assets in this State.
has been an issue all we have had from the
Government is an attempt to play what others have | am pleased that the Minister for Regional
described as the blame game. The Government hBevelopment is present. Opposition members realise
blamed the media for beating up the issue and hdbkat a crisis is about to occur in the Goulburn,
said that people should not worry. It has attemptetittagong and Camden areas. | do not wish to tread
to blame Chris Pollett, the chief executive of Sydneyn territory that may be covered by the honourable
Water. It has certainly laid blame at the feet of itsmember for Southern Highlands, but | point out that
one-time friend David Hill. When David Hill was Opposition members know that the lack of weight of
appointed as Chairman of Sydney Water | washe Minister for Regional Development at the
reported as calling upon him to resign. | did that forCabinet table has meant that necessary funding for
two reasons. First, | deeply resent the fact that thprojects in regional New South Wales has not
Labor Party has its snout so firmly in the publicmaterialised and that necessary water and sewerage
trough in this State that it dares to fund an electiomprojects have been deferred. That is precisely the
campaign for a Federal candidate through Newituation that has lead to Sydney being in such a
South Wales taxpayers. mess. God forbid that Goulburn and other major

regional and rural centres should suffer the sort of

Second, | recognise that whether the person imconvenience, worry and distress that has been
such a position is a Liberal Party or a Labor Partyisited upon Sydney residents in the past six weeks.
supporter, if one does not step down once one
becomes a political candidate then one opens oneself | would be delighted if the Minister for
up for public attack and decisions may then be takeRegional Development were to speak in this debate
for political reasons rather than in the best interest® defend his Government on this water issue, accept
of New South Wales taxpayers or consumers, givehis portfolio responsibilities and respond to the
the various bodies involved. The Government hasoncerns being expressed about regional and rural
engaged in playing the blame game by attempting thlew South Wales. | would be happy to offer my
blame the former Government and trying to blameipartisan support to this Government if it got
the current Opposition. Under the Westminsteserious about solving the problems affecting
system there is no more powerless bunch than a@ydneysiders. The Leader of the Opposition has
opposition. Nevertheless, Opposition members angresented a plan to solve those problems—a
today, by our actions, being blamed for this crisispositive, pro-active plan which will be a terrific start
Everything, including foxes, dogs, the odd horse antb solving the problems that have been visited upon
bats, is being blamed for this crisis. EverythingSydney. It is the sort of plan that should have been
except flying pigs is being blamed for the crisis. presented by the Government six weeks ago. It is

the sort of plan that, had it been presented by the

Mr Fraser: What about septic tanks? Government six weeks ago, would have been fully

embraced and totally supported by the Opposition. |

Mr O'FARRELL: Yes, and septic tanks. Next am pleased to support this motion.
we will have an oyster crisis. The Sydney
community is sick of the blame game that is Mr J. H. TURNER (Myall Lakes) [4.40
currently being engaged in by those on the othegp.m.: There can be no greater event in
side of politics. Regrettably, at times that isparliamentary life than the moving of a motion of no
characteristic of all sides of politics. The communityconfidence in a government. Such a motion is not
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moved lightly, and has not happened often during The Government has shown its arrogance in
the 10 years in which | have been a member of thithe way it has treated this no confidence motion.
House. | cannot think of a better reason to move &lot one Government member has defended the
motion of no confidence in this Government than itsGovernment or the Premier in his handling of this
failure to produce water that the people of Sydneynatter. That is an indictment of the condemnation
can safely drink. Australia is not a Third World that Government members feel towards the Premier,
country but a proud first world country, one whichhis Cabinet, and in particular the responsible
has prided itself on being able to excel in manyMinisters, for the manner in which they have
areas. handled the matter. The Ministers have handled the
matter with the arrogance and slackness that
A clear message must now be sent around thigonourable members have come to know during the
world that the people of Sydney, visitors to Sydneyast 3% years of the Carr Labor Government.
from country New South Wales, and visitors from
interstate and overseas cannot safely drink the water.  No confidence motions are at the peak of the
Overseas travellers are warned about Delhi belly and/estminster system. Next down the line in the
Bali belly. Regrettably, visitors to Sydney will now Westminster system is the concept of ministerial
be so warned. That message will send shock wavessponsibility. The Minister responsible has thumbed
through the tourist and conference industries, whichis nose not only at this Parliament, by not being
are vital not only to Sydney but, more importantly,present and not answering questions properly, but
to country New South Wales. The Minister foralso at the people of Sydney. The Minister asked to
Regional Development probably does not understarite made responsible for Sydney Water. Shortly after
that Sydney is a gateway. People stay in Sydney fdahe coalition lost government in this State he moved
a few days and visit the harbour, the zoo andhe changes to the legislation that put him in charge.
Sydney generally, then they travel to wonderfulHe wanted the responsibility then.
areas such as the Hunter Valley, the central coast,

my beautiful electorate of Myall Lakes and the Now that he has the responsibility he wants
lower north coast. nothing to do with the matter; it is somebody else's
problem and somebody else's fault. As the

Mr Woods: The far north coast. honourable member for Northcott said, the

Government is playing the blame game. | believe in

Mr J. H. TURNER: They travel to other the Westminster system, and when the coalition is
areas such as the far north coast, the west of Nean the other side of the House, its Ministers will
South Wales into Monaro, and all parts of Newhave to be accountable. The Minister for Urban
South Wales. That is what they used to do, but novAffairs and Planning has to be accountable for his
they will not come here. We have already heard thdack of action in this crisis. His continuing lack of
conferences have been cancelled. Conferences aetion has cast a pall across Sydney and indeed New
worth enormous amounts of money to New SoutlSouth Wales.
Wales, not only to Sydney. People who come to
Sydney for a three- or four-day conference do not Schoolchildren who visited the Parliament
fly halfway around the world only to catch a planefrom Krambach an hour or so ago were totally
and return home. They visit the areas | have referrepguzzled that they can drink water in Krambach, a
to. But if going through the gateway of Sydneylittle village 37 kilometres west of Taree, but they
means they may become sick they will take that int@annot drink water in Sydney. Some years ago,
consideration. while this Government was in office, | asked my

secretary to come to Sydney to do some work for

If people with young children have a choiceme. She hovered around and looked quite anxious.
between visiting a country in which no risk is When | asked her what was wrong she said, "I want
involved in drinking the water or one in which aa drink of water but my mother said | should not
possible risk exists, they will not take the risk. Theredrink the water in Sydney". She may have been
is no doubt that this no confidence motion is aprophetic.
significant motion, for binding reasons. The cost to
the New South Wales economy will be dramatic, the Ministerial responsibility is vital to the
cost of the confidence of the people of Sydney isntegrity of any government or parliament. The lack
dramatic, and the cost right across the spectrunof ministerial responsibility, as shown by this
both in money and in emotions, is significant. ThatMinister and this Government as a collective, is to
must be taken into account when this matter is votede condemned. That is an over-riding reason why a
on. no confidence motion in this Government should be
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moved successfully, although the Opposition know#linister for the Environment is so quiet. | will not
that will not happen. The Labor Party and evenbreach the Attorney General's advice but | have a
Labor member who represents a Sydney electoragmeaking suspicion that the Council might be seen in
will vote as a block to protect the Premier, thea different light from that cast by the Minister for
Minister for Health and the Minister for Planning— the Environment, and the Minister might be seen in
the triumvirate—who are responsible for the worst different light. | suspect that certain measures had
emergency in Sydney that | can remember, at theot been taken at that time, although the
risk of alienating every person in their electorates. Government knew about them before the
announcement was made.
The honourable member for Port Jackson
represents a Sydney seat, as do many honourable One thing | will do—and this is outside the
members in this House. Surely their responsibility isadvice given by the Attorney General and therefore
to constituencies. Whether their constituents voted not sub judice—is to highlight the Government's
Labor, Liberal-National or any other party, theircavalier attitude. Following the Wallis Lake scare |
prime responsibility under the Westminster system isalled on the Minister for Fisheries to provide
to their constituencies, followed by a responsibilityfunding for the acceleration of testing for viral
to the State of New South Wales. Yet Laborinfections in oysters. One problem associated with
members will vote as a block to protect the Premietthe Wallis Lake oyster scare was that people
the Minister for Health and the Minister for allegedly—and | emphasise the word "allegedly"—
Planning, who have been responsible for theicontracted hepatitis A from eating Wallis Lake
constituents having to endure the odium of boilingoysters. The epidemiological studies and statistics
water, otherwise sterilising water or going out oflead one to question that allegation, but that is for
their way to buy water they can drink. That is lettinganother time and place.
down the electorate, not just a few people from
pressure groups who approach members when | called for funding for that purpose because it
decisions have to be made and arguments have to Isevitally important that viral testing of oysters is
weighed up. It affects the 40,000-odd people in thearried out. That testing is not done at present.
electorate who are being inconvenienced by ndDysters can be bacterially tested but not virally
being able to drink the water. tested. The reply | received from the Minister for
Fisheries was that the Government did not have the
Government members will vote against themoney for that purpose, but he said that if another
wishes of all 45,000 people in their electorate. loutbreak occurred it would apply funds after it had
would like to see how they sell that message in theibeen informed of the outbreak. That attitude exists
local communities and newspapers. They will votén relation to Sydney's water crisis and, frankly, it is
for the continuation of appalling drinking conditionsnot good enough. It is too late to shut the gate once
and health standards in the State of New Soutthe horse has bolted. The horse could be dead and
Wales. They will vote against the people who pufloating down the river. That might have been the
their hands in their pockets to spend money owrause of the cryptosporidium outbreak; we do not
bottled water. They will vote to provide a systemknow because we have not been told. It might have
where health cannot be guaranteed in this State. Thiagen a fox, a bat, or anything. We do know that this
is an appalling indictment on the Labor Party'sssue cannot be ignored.
mentality towards this whole concept. Having said
that, it does not come as a great surprise to me  This problem has to be fixed. The Government
because during the Wallis Lake oyster scare in mynust be truthful and honest and face up to its
electorate 18 months ago, the door was again shtésponsibilities. Members of the Government get big
after the horse had bolted. money and cars because they have the responsibility
and they should do something about it. The
It is interesting to note that a gag has beer©Opposition assumed responsibility with its well
applied in this House against speaking about ththought out 10-point plan. The Leader of the
Wallis Lake oyster scare. The first time | had everOpposition showed initiative and leadership, which
heard such a thing was when the Speaker read h@ms been sadly lacking in the Government for the
letter from the Attorney General cautioning memberpast 3% years. The Premier's penny-ante
about discussing it. The Minister for the grandstanding has shown him to be a Premier who
Environment, who is wusually very garrulous,lacks confidence and responsibility, a man sailing
remained silent whenever she was goaded on thander false colours. The coalition has an alternative
issue. Honourable members will probably see maniPremier who is prepared to say that if the
issues unfolding in the future and will know why the Government will not do something about this
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problem, at least the Opposition will. It will propose A $15 rebate for one million tenants in Sydney
a plan to address the problems faced by the peopleamounts to a $15 million payout. Who will get that
payout? It will not be the tenants, who are still
It is up to the Government to accept that it hagutting their hands in their pockets for bottled water,
got it wrong. If it has to eat humble pie—and theboiling water in jugs, or buying filters or various
Minister for the Environment said she had to eabther devices to drink safe water. They will not get
humble pie over the Wallis Lake affair—then it hasthe money; the landlords will get the money. That is
to do so swiftly to ensure that Sydney's drinkingthe unusual and perverse cavalier approach by the
water is back in the marketplace with a guarantee dbovernment, which supposedly looks after workers.
purity and no risk to the health of the citizens. IPeople rent for a variety of reasons, but it is fair to
refer now to the fair trading portfolio, for which | say that people starting out in life, before they buy
am the shadow minister. New South Wales hatheir first homes, often start out in the rental market.
about 1.5 million people who rent premises. Let usSsome people decide to rent forever. But by and
assume that in Sydney there are approximately orlarge most people aspire to move through the rental
million tenants, although | suspect there are manynarket, through hard work, overtime, diligence,
more than that. The Government proposes a $l#edication and sacrifice, on to the ownership market.
rebate for those who are inconvenienced by this
water problem. That is not easy in Sydney, because of the
huge costs. These are the people that the Labor
That is a total insult. It is hard to believe thatParty purports to represent, yet those very people
the Government should offer a $15 rebate for watewill not receive any assistance. The landlords will
that must be boiled. Bear in mind that water has tget the $15 million windfall but the people who pay
be boiled for one minute. These days most jugs havier water day after day will get nothing. Where is
automatic cut-out facilities, so people will have tothe Government's leadership on this issue? Where is
hold down the cut-out button and thermostats wilits thought process for paying that $15 to those who
be ruined or burnt out. That will result in an addedshould receive it? Every household in Sydney is
cost for the purchase of a new jug but, moreconnected to electricity. It would be very simple to
importantly, could result in a electrical short in theapply that rebate to electricity accounts. In that way
jug and perhaps a fire. The Government has ndhe tenant would get the benefit of the $15 rebate
thought about that. Some people have to buy waterather than the landlord. It is very simple.
but they will not buy water only during the scare.
Newspapers have reported time and again that My colleagues have told me that that rebate
people have said they will never drink Sydney watesystem has been used before and it is not hard to
again. People will incur a long-term cost that theywork out. But there is deafening silence on the other
had not budgeted for. Water in bottles isside about how to transfer that paltry $15, which

horrendously expensive. will not cover the costs involved, to those who
should receive it. If the Government provides a
Mr MacCarthy: As are filters. rebate it should do so by way of electricity bills so

that tenants may also get the benefit. That is not

Mr J. H. TURNER: Yes, as are filters, as the difficult to work out. However, the Labor Party
honourable member for Strathfield said. Many othecannot think past putting the blaming on someone
artificial devices have been forced on people duringlse rather than taking action. Basically, this is about
this crisis, yet they will receive a paltry $15 rebatethe Government not taking action but simply
That is bad enough in the fair trading area but thélaming someone else. The absence of Government
Government has said, "This is our decision." If amembers from the Chamber shows that they have
trader—a person in the real world, which the Labomaccepted the blame and they are unable to defend
Party does not know about or has forgotten—tookheir actions.
that attitude the department would take him before
the Department of Fair Trading and he would be | turn now to the impact of the water crisis on
unmercifully crucified to ensure that properthe fishing industry. The attitude of the Minister for
compensation was paid to his consumers. The peopttealth and the Premier to the scare before the last
of Sydney who drink Sydney water are consumersscare—there have been so many scares that | cannot
they are no different from consumers who buy watekeep up with them—about two weeks ago was
from Coles or Woolworths. If water purchased fromappalling. They knew about the crisis about six to
Coles or Woolworths was contaminated, consumermsight hours before the public was made aware that
would be entitled to fair and proper compensationthe problem had arisen again and that the water was
But the $15 rebate to be paid to Sydney Wateunsafe to drink, because they had been briefed by
consumers is not fair and proper compensation. departmental officials. While they were vacillating
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about what to do and showing a lack of leadershigubstance and spirit of it. The honourable member
and vision, the people of Sydney were going aboushould not trivialise the debate by waving his hands
their daily lives unaware of the new crisis. Theand referring to irrelevant matters. | ask you to bring
people of Sydney were drinking water, cleaning theihim back to the subject matter of the debate.
teeth and making normal use of the water that we
take for granted because they did not know that they = Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Mills):  Order!
could possibly get sick. I remind the honourable member for Myall Lakes
that the subject of the debate is Sydney's water
The Premier and the Minister for Health knewcrisis. He has made passing reference to the
that people could get sick if they drank the watemadministration of the Minister for Fisheries, but he
and | bet they did not clean their teeth or drink ashould now return to the subject matter of the
glass of water. Workers at the Sydney fish marketdebate.
were unaware of the scare. Fishermen do not work
from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m., as do the Premier and Mr J. H. TURNER: | do not intend to
the Minister for Health. They work when necessantrivialise the motion by reacting to the stupid point
to catch the fish and transport them to the marketsf order raised by the Minister. | was merely saying
in the early hours of the morning so that they can béhat the contamination of Sydney's water created a
sold to fishmongers, seafood restaurants and tHarore at the Sydney fish markets, and all this
general public to be prepared for lunches angbuerile Minister could do was raise a cheap point of
dinners. The fish are also sold to others, who worlorder. Fishermen will be interested to read the
equally hard, to be taken home and eaten by peopMinister's point of order when we send them a copy
who expect the product to be safe and sound. of it, as we normally send them a copy of the
Minister's speeches. Thousands of dollars worth of
The fishing industry is safe and sound. It is afish were thrown out, and the Minister's contribution
wonderful industry and is a credit to all thoseto this debate, which he said was important, was to
involved. However, on one particular day peopleaise a stupid point of order.
working at the fish markets did not hear about the
problem until about six hours after the Mr MacCarthy: Who is compensating them?
announcement had been made. It is not simply a
matter of catching the fish and putting them on the Mr J. H. TURNER: The honourable member
dining table; a little work is involved in preparing for Strathfield rightly asks who is compensating the
the fish for sale. They must be gutted and cleanedishermen. As usual, they will not be compensated.
and that is done with tap water. The fishermen whd@he Minister said that this debate is important. If it
cleaned their fish with Sydney water were unable tés so important why has he not made a contribution?
sell those fish. | emphasise that the fish could not bele has not made a contribution because he has been
sold only because they had been contaminated lgagged by the Premier, as all his colleagues have
the water used to clean and gut them; there waseen gagged on this no confidence motion. | shall
nothing wrong with the fish. The fish were fresh,finish my speech as | began: the most serious
and were full of omega oils which are so vital to themotion to be moved in a parliament that adopts the
health of the people of New South Wales. IndeedWestminster system is a no confidence motion.
the consumption of fish containing omega oils isGovernment members will not defend themselves.
currently being promoted. They have been condemned for their lack of
response, lack of action and lack of ministerial
Undoubtedly, fish is a wonderful product. responsibility by the people of New South Wales,
There was nothing wrong with the fish caught thaespecially the people of Sydney who cannot drink
day until they were washed out with Sydney watethe tap-water.
and then had to be thrown out. It was disgraceful.
There must be some merit in what | am saying Mr MacCARTHY (Strathfield) [5.06 p.m.]:
because it is the first time | have seen the MinistelThe Carr Government has lost the confidence of the
for Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheriespeople because of this ongoing crisis in the Sydney
move so quickly to enter the Chamber and leewater system. It has risked the health of millions of
across the table. That is an indication of his attitudeitizens. It has inconvenienced people. As the
to the fishing industry and, indeed, the impurity ofhonourable member for Myall Lakes said, the crisis
Sydney water and the problems associated with thahas cost people money because they have had to buy
bottled water and water filters, use extra electricity
Mr Martin: On a point of order. Mr Acting- and so on. As has been pointed out, the Government
Speaker, as the motion before the House is serioushhs threatened the tourism industry in New South
ask you to bring the honourable member back to th&/ales and made Sydney a laughing-stock
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internationally. It has presided over an attempte@n 1 October 1996, spoke about the plant as being
cover-up by ignoring the danger signs in the system@a model of successful partnership between the
It has failed to keep the bureaucrats up to the marieublic and private sectors and an outstanding
It has tried to blame everyone and everything foRchievement which will supply Sydney with clean
this crisis: dead dogs, bats, foxes, dead cowdlrinking water for generations to come.” So it is
catchment management, privatisation and thabundantly clear that the Labor Party, in opposition
previous Government. Indeed, it has tried to blam&nd in government, signed off on the idea of private
everything but itself. infrastructure.

That is clearly the case because honourable N€Xt the Govermnment tried to blame the

members know any newspapers advertisements aﬁr?rpo(;agsatlon TSOdEI' The M|n|sterz who spohke k']n
the like containing good news always carry a s debate said they were not happy with the

Minister's name at the bottom, stating who iScorporatisation model for Sydney Water that the

responsible for the exercise. However, since day OI_Ermer Government introduced. The crucial point to

of the crisis there has been no name on the bottoflY noted in relation to that is that Labor, in
overnment, has not sought to change that structure.

of the advertisements saying who is acceptin - . e
ying P he Minister has power to give directions to Sydney

responsibility for this exercise. It is a l‘undamentakNater as a State-owned corporation. as does the

role of govermnment to protect the health and Safeq({linister for Health in relation to water. They have

of its people, and by any measure the Governmertlhat power and they could have given directions.

has failed. The lack of participation of Government_l_he only proviso on exercise of that power is that

members in this debate clearly shows that the LT . .

Government's excuses do not stack up to analysi;%Iny directions given by the Ministers must be
; L eported in an appropriate manner so that everyone

Although the Premier, the Minister for Health and b pprop Y

he ) . ill know that the Minister or Ministers have been
the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning eachWI W n m N

. . . involved in the operation. So, if the corporatised
spoke for a few minutes, there has been little S'ncgydney Water was so structured that it could not

fro”_‘ members oppqsite. Having gone through th?dentify these problems, the Ministers had the power
motions, they have simply clammed up. They do nof, give directions.

want to respond because they know that their

excuses do not add up. While the initial contract for the Prospect

. water treatment plant did not require the plant to

One excuse for the water crisis is privatisationtreat for giardia and cryptosporidium, the parasites at
Members opposite said that if elements of Sydneywe centre of this problem, Sydney Water had the
Water had not been privatised the crisis might nopower to renegotiate that contract at any time to add
have arisen. One only needs to read, as has be@{yse two parasites to the list of parasites to be
read before in this debate, the letter written bytreated for. The Minister had the power to direct
former Leader of the Opposition, now the Premiersydney Water in that respect. So one cannot blame
and the shadow minister for the environment irg past government for those sorts of sins. The
1992, now Minister for the Environment, to premier claimed that the previous Government knew
demonstrate that they were quite happy wittabout high readings of giardia and cryptosporidium
privatisation. | will read the key elements of thatin 1992, 1993 and 1994. He said so yesterday, and it
letter, which thanked someone for briefing them ons recorded ifHansard
the proposal to tender for the Sydney Water Board's
drinking water program and related build, own and The Premier said that, in contrast to what he

operate projects. The letter states: referred to as the wonderful record of the
Government in this current crisis, the former
The briefing was most informative. coalition Government did not inform the public

Last December the Ooposition supported the Water Boalrabout those readings. | listened intently to what the
(Amendment) Bill 1991ptg facilitate sfch projects. During thei)remler Sff"d' noting that he was Carefu_l not to say
debate the Opposition supported the concept of private secty10 was informed or when they were informed. |
involvement in new infrastructure developments for thewas interested to find out a little more about this. |
Sydney Water Board. found that the study to which the Premier referred
was to "characterise the presence of the parasites in
| need not read all of that letter to demonstrate quit®ydney's water system”. That was back in 1992.
clearly that the Government has no justification inWhat does that mean? It is in plain English. The
claiming that things would not have gone wrong ifstudy was to find out where there might be a
certain bodies had not been privatised. The Premig@oblem in the system. So it was looking for the
himself, when opening the Prospect treatment plaritfesence of the parasites.
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The results showed that cryptosporidium wasSomeone was misleading the House. Was it the
in our major storages at levels at that stage simildMinister in October 1996 or was it the Premier in
to or greater than in locations in the United States opePtember 19982 One of them was misleading the
America or the United Kingdom. However, the1ouse. As has been pointed out ad nauseam by
authors said that comparisons with other location@PPOSition members, Sydney Water's annual report
were not valid in the context of that study. MostOf 1995-96—the first full year in which this Labor

important is that samples taken from treated water é%ov?rnme.r:jt_ was 1n coE]troI—|<_jent_|f|ed ,Q'aFrd'a and
the outlets of water filtration plants showed noCryPtosporidium as an “emerging 1Ssue-. From any

cryptosporidium. So, while in 1992 there was a leveP OPET conS|d¢rat|on of that phras_e 't. IS obylous thaf[
If these parasites were an emerging issue in 1996, it

of cryptosporidium in water storage reservoirs, the N . X .
yptosp 9 as by no stretch a major issue in earlier years. It is

study showed thf"‘t there were none in t.he reateGear from the report that was produced in 1995-96,
water. That was in 1992. The Premier said that g, o the Minister's response in the House to a
Government at that time should have been doinge arranged question from his own side, that the
some notification. The advice to the Minister alsoyinister has signed off on the performance of the
said that in 1993, following a number of otherpahey and Greiner governments. That puts the
samples being taken, higher counts were found iBroplem that we face today clearly in the hands of

two samples. These are the magic samples that tiige Labor Party and no-one else. We cannot blame
Premier quoted. But the report went on to say: former governments.

As the samples were collected as part of a research project, The report having identified giardia and
they were not analysed for many weeks and have not bee@ryptosporidium as an emerging issue in 1995-96—
able to be validated.

and that report comes to the Government from

Sydney Water—the onus was on the Minister to

Confronted with something like that, one has to askynsyre that the problem was monitored from that
"If they were not analysed for many weeks, wergint on. If one does not know that there is a

they Sl:llbjeCt to contamination after the samples Welgoblem, one cannot be blamed for not asking
taken?" More importantly, the samples having beeguestions about it. A wonderful scene iNes
analysed many weeks after they were taken—anginister exemplified the point quite well. But by
the report does not say how many weeks, butgge the problem had been brought to attention. The
assuming that to be so—and then those responsibfgarr Government has been in charge since that time.
trying to but being unable to validate the tests, ther&his Government, having become aware of the
is not much point in issuing a public health alert.identification of the problem in 1996, had the
There is not much point in saying: we foundresponsibility to ask questions to make sure that the
something three months ago, so you had better bdiloard of Sydney Water and its great mate David
your water today, even though the water today islill, the chairman of the board, were addressing the
clear. So it is fair to say, being charitable, that thdssue, were having tests done, were getting the
Premier was less than honest with us yesterday.  results of analyses, were gathering the appropriate
data together, were making appropriate decisions,
The Milwaukee epidemic really brought this and were recommending changes if changes were
problem of cryptosporidium to attention in the world "€c€sSsary.
in 1993. At that time—the closing years of the .
) 9y The Government stands condemned because it
Greiner and Fahey governments—not as much was . . . . g
. I its representatives tried to cover up this crisis.
known about the problem. Technology has improve o L
) th d M . antly. | e th he second interim report of the McClellan inquiry
since 'en, and so on. More importantly, 1 quote akes clear that David Hill, the Labor appointee
Minister's response to a Dorothy Dix question aske

> : xtraordinaire, tried to cover up the extent of the
of the Minister by one of his own party members'problem. On page 4 the executive summary of the

This was not a response given off the cuff: thgeport states how far the alert should have gone:
Minister had a prepared answer and had the

opportunity to have all his experts provide him with  Nevertheless, a decision was taken to limit the alert to the

the answersHansard of 22 October 1996 records Potts Hill system. This decision was significantly influenced

Minister Knowles as saying this about by Hill. In my opinion, the decision did not reflect appropriate
. concern for public health.

cryptosporidium:

As the shadow minister for health pointed out, there

However, let us be clear about this. Since 1992, when the first ere cover-ups earlier this vear. In Mav the
tests were conducted, no further unacceptably high levels havd P year. y

been found. Sydney's water remains one of the cleanegtonograble memb_e'.‘ for North Shore ?—Sked a
supplies in the world. Our water supply is getting better. question of the Minister for Health in which she
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referred to claims by Dr McAnulty of the Health me that over the weekend he had taken some people
Department that cryptosporidium could be killed byto look at Warragamba Dam. He said that 100
high levels of chlorination. She asked: metres from the dam wall the water was covered by
a thick sludge with bottles and car tyres floating in
... Onwhat grounds does the Department base its claims? it. A black and white photograph on the front page

, of a newspaper clearly showed the sludge.
(2) What, if any, methods have been employed by the

Department of Health to provide adequate and accurate testing

procedures for cryptosporidium? At a time of concern about our international

reputation, it would have been easy for rangers and
(3) There is serious concern in the community that alarmingoatrollers to clean up that sludge. Perhaps treatment
levels of the cryptosporidium parasite have been found in Newnay have removed any pathogens at a later stage,
South 'W_ales water mains. Are you able to assure the publigt for the sake of our international appearance and
that this is not the case? reputation, proper catchment management may not
: . .have prevented that sludge but would have enabled
The question asked (.mly 3% months ago was quite, he cleaned up quickly. This crisis has produced
clear. The shadow minister was trying to find out ifj;ornational headlines: the New Zealamderald
there was a problem and what the Minister WaSgydney's Nice but Don't trust the Taps”, ,the

doing about it. The answer that was provided wWagingaporeStraits Times "No Safe Drinking Water
typical of those from this Government. The Minister;, 4| Sydney”, and from the South Chindorning

replied: Post "Olympic City in Parasite Shame". | should

like to paraphrase the great American comic writer

(1) | am advised that Dr McAnulty was quoting a reference in-|—0m Lehrer, but without the calypso beat:
a scientific paper from the Centers for Disease Control and ' ’

Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia, USA. If you visit the Olympic City

You will find it very pretty

Just two things of which you must beware
Don't drink the water and

Don't breathe the air!

(2) and (3) The 1996 Australian Drinking Water Guidelines
state that "Routine monitoring for Cryptosporidium is not
appropriate".

That clearly demonstrates that the Minister was Pollution, Pollution
saying that chlorination was an acceptable way of You can use the latest toothpaste
kiIIing cryptosporidium that there was not a And then rinse your mouth with Industrial Waste.

problem and that we do not need to monitor for ' .
cryptosporidium in our water mains. That answer represent the Strathfield electorate, which is one of

gave the clear impression to everyone in this Housté‘e most ethnically diverse electorates in New South

that there was no problem with our water mains agValgs. What h."’.ls the Goyernment done for our
chlorination would kil cryptosporidium. The ethnic communities regarding the water problem?

Minister was covering up and misled this House.On 31 July an article in th&ydney Moming Herald

The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning said tha.‘t. the mess.age had not reached some
criticised the coalition Government for corporatisingcommun't'es' It stated:

Sydney Water with 1980 water standards that did pany among Sydney's ethnic communities remained unaware
not test for giardia and cryptosporidium, yet he yesterday about the contaminated water problem, continuing to
admitted, as reported iHansard that even the 1996  drink tap water and brush their teeth with it.

standards of the National Health and Medical
Research Council do not require testing for these
parasites.

SBS radio and television—along with mainstream media—
were the only ethnic press sent the official health warning. . .

N . _ Things have changed a little with the issue of

The coalition cannot be criticised for adopting\yarnings, but problems still remain. On the Saturday
in 1995 standards that did not require testing Whthorning when the morning papers reported that
the 1996 standards did not require testing. Theyqgney's water was clear but we heard a little later
Government still tries the blame game, meanwhile ipn the radio, "Sorry, everything in the newspapers is
rips out excessive dividends from Sydney Water thafrong. The scare is back on," how would the ethnic
could be better used for management andommunities have managed? Those who speak
monitoring.  Employees that used to patrolenglish would have read it in th&ydney Morning
catchments have been sacked. The Governmefkrald and Daily Telegraph but what would those

made much of the coalition's use of filtration plantsyhose English is poor, particularly the elderly, have
to protect the water supply. Labor pushed forgone?

catchment management, but now in government
allows catchment management to decrease. A  Today that same advertisement to which |
constituent visited my office on Monday and toldreferred earlier does not contain a word of help for
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anybody with a language problem. It contains ahat consumers receive it. It is a simple process of
1800 number to ring, but only at the end of the twopaying $15 to every domestic account from Sydney
minute recorded message is the option available tWvater to Sydney Electricity or Integral Energy.
push a button to speak to an operator. Certaithey would be the only two organisations covering
numbers were available for people who cannot speake Sydney metropolitan area. That would make sure
English, but the operator was unable to find themthat the renters, the battlers, get the money and that
How do our ethnic communities get information init is not paid in large amounts to landlords. | give
the early hours of the morning when the informatiorthat creative solution from the shadow minister my
contained in the day's newspapers is changed durimgarty support. It is a solution Parliament should
a radio broadcast, especially when the ethnipush home to the Government.
newspaper may not be available daily? | call on the
Government to put more effort into trying to make The eighth point in the 10-point plan is to
sure that those whose English is not as good as outransfer the responsibility for issuing health warnings
have ways and means to be informed. from Sydney Water to the public health unit of the
Health Department. The Health Department ought to
Mr Fraser: It should have been done already. protect us in that regard by reassuring us, because
Sydney Water, the Minister for Urban Affairs and
Mr MacCARTHY : It should have been done Planning and the Minister for Health cannot be
and things have moved a little further ahead thaffusted. However, the State is now within 200 days
they were on 31 July. But more must be done t&f getting new Ministers. The ninth point is the
ensure that the whole community receives th&ghtening of access to water catchment areas like
necessary information. | call on the Government tdVarragamba Dam and the initiation of regular
make sure that the advertisements contain somethif@rols to report on possible human and animal

to draw attention to telephone numbers for particulafOntamination. The final point is the imposition of
ethnic groups to obtain information. statutory obligations to issue health warnings as

soon as the relevant information is available.

Mr Fraser: The Minister for Education and
Training, and Minister Assisting the Premier on
Youth Affairs should understand that requirement.

Let me reiterate the point | made when |
started. The Government has risked the health of
Sydney's citizens and has inconvenienced millions of
people. It has threatened the State's tourist industry.

notes and | trust that is what he is noting. The finalt has made New South Wales and Sydney an

failure of the Government is that it has no plan. Th mternatl_onal laughing stock. It has tried to cover up.
.t has tried to play the blame game. It has no plan to

Leader of the Opposition has outlined a 10-poin ix the problem. By anv measure the Government
plan to address the problem. Those 10 points include b - By any

the appointment of a new water board based ohas failed and has lost the confidence of the people

: o o ?f New South Wales. This motion of no confidence
expertise, not on political association. The Leader o hould be carried by an overwhelming maiority of
the Opposition has foreshadowed the introduction o y 9 jority

the Safe Drinking Water Bill, which is similar to embers of this House.
legislation enacted by the Clinton administration.
Consumers will be told whether their drinking water

me?ts . thf necissaryd stande:{qs, | whatt dt overnment. It is an historic motion and one that
contaminants may b€, and so on. 1t 1S aiso INtendgh, ¢ ot peen moved lightly by the Opposition. The

to freeze the planned increase in water rates until tnﬁater crisis is the last straw for at least 3% million
crisis is resolved; to establish an Internet site wit eople in Sydney and in my electorate. It is
up-to-date information; and to undertake regularl portant to note that members like mysélf who
monitoring for the parasites that have emergegy,esent regional and country communities regard
during this crisis. Most important is the redlrectlonthe role of Sydney as being important. Sydney is the
of the $279 million dividend that has been Sipho”e%ateway to New South Wales and Australia. After
off from Sydney Water. That will be used 10 isitors have seen Sydney they make a decision to
improve the system, for monitoring and filtration sjt places such as the southern highlands. Many
equipment, and to provide a better rebate._ As thﬁeople in my electorate commute to Sydney, if not
honourable member for Myall Lakes said, thegyery day, regularly throughout the week. The fact
amount of $15 is derisory. one lives in the southern highlands does not make

one immune to Sydney's current water crisis.
| agree with the sensible suggestion made by

the honourable member for Myall Lakes that the The crisis is particularly important for my
rebate should be paid via electricity bills to ensuregnstituents because water sources in the

Mr MacCARTHY : The Minister is taking

Ms SEATON (Southern Highlands) [5.32
.m.]: | support this motion of no confidence in the
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Wingecarribee, Mulwaree and Goulburn councihas to talk to the people of Picton and The Oaks to
areas all flow ultimately into the Sydney catchmeniearn about that. | am sure my colleague the
one way or the other. A range of issues arising fronmonourable member for Camden, who is also my
the crisis affects my constituents and theimeighbour, will have more to say about the
confidence, not only in the quality of their water butGovernment's unconscionable delay in the delivery
in the long-term reliability of safe water sources inof a sewerage system to Picton, despite the funds
the event of a future drought. Everyone has recentlgeing made available before 1995 as a result of her
experienced two or more years of droughttireless campaigning. Of course, the people who still
particularly those in rural New South Wales. Oncehave septic systems in the Wingecarribee,
the water sources dry up or are contaminated—and/ollondilly and Mulwaree shire areas are being
that happens from time to time with blue-greenslugged an extra septic tax by this Government. The
algae—there is no alternative to drink. Minister for Local Government has tried to blame
local government for this tax, but local government
Another reason this motion has been moved i not responsible.
that the water crisis is the most recent in a string of
crises, especially in regional New South Wales. | am The dissenting report written by members of
thinking of the back-to-school allowance fiasco andhe Joint Select Committee upon the Sydney Water
the decrease in electricity supply service levels. ThBoard in 1994 is fascinating reading. | am sure
complaints | am receiving about the service supplynembers of the Carr Government would like to be
by the two suppliers in my electorate is increasing. feminded of what was said in it. Essentially,
am also thinking of people not being able to use theoalition members argued that the Australian Labor
water in the dams on their properties. At theParty members were blinkered in their reliance on
moment the water in many of the dams in my are@atchment management alone as a solution. ALP
is a great deal safer than the water in Prospechembers believed catchment management would
Reservoir. The present crisis is only another in aemove the need for water treatment plants to be
long string of crises that have eroded confidence ibuilt. | read from page 22 of that report:
the Carr Government.
Essentially, the majority report attempts to argue that health
| have spent a great deal of time living and problem_s of concern to the Board_are insignificant, and that
working in so-called developing countries. As an they "arise from 'run off' problems" in Water Board catchment
. . L. . . areas. It suggests that the expenditure of sums of money as
archaeologist | spent a lot of time living in village low as "$1.732 million a year" on catchment management
communities in countries like Jordan. | have programs "would eliminate the need for extra and expensive
travelled extensively in Egypt. In most of those filtration processes".
places | have joined thousands of local people in
drinking the local water and have done so withh am the world's greatest supporter of catchment
absolutely no ill effects. | hope many of the menmanagement committees and Landcare, and | agree
and women of those countries will visit us duringthat land care can dramatically improve what runs
the Olympic Games or will compete as members ofut of catchment area and into waterways. Only last
teams from those countries. Sadly, they will beweek | attended the inaugural meeting of the Moss
doing so against a background of traveller alert¥ale Landcare group, and | wish Cliff Reece, the
issued by their own countries telling them they hadnaugural chairman, best wishes for the future. | will
better stay away from the water in Sydney and thegive that group as much support as | possibly can. |
had better take precautions. That is a humiliation foalso congratulate John Clem of the Wollondilly
me as a citizen of New South Wales. It is a farcegatchment management group; Chris Neale, who has
and, even worse, the Government has gone tdone some great work in that organisation, and also
extraordinary lengths to blame anybody except itselffony Ross of the upper Nepean catchment
It has also blamed my constituents, and that is natommittee, whom | met in Camden recently. They
acceptable. It has blamed anyone it can think o#ll perform great and necessary work. The naivety
upstream from the problem. It has blamed deadf ALP members in regard to this matter reveals that

dogs, live dogs— they do not know what goes on in catchment areas,

despite the best attempts by many people in our

Ms Ficarra: Bureaucrats. communities to manage them as well as they
possibly can.

Ms SEATON: Bureaucrats. It has blamed
farmers who dare to actually farm animals on land The State has recently experienced heavy rains
that happens to contribute to Sydney's catchment. &nd floods. One Government member referred to the
blames dairy farmers in particular, tourists, hikerspne in 300 year flood, if that is what this recent
and people dependent on septic systems. One orflpod was. Such rainfall events cannot ever be
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managed to guarantee pristine outputs. As countconomic value as a mine. There has been little
members will attest, animals die in the bush. Farmbkcal dissent from that view, although | acknowledge
have animals, and what goes into a cow ultimatelyhat it was the cause of some debate amongst those
comes out the back end, and there is not a great de@ho had previously earned their income from the
one can do to stop that. | should like the Ministepeat mine. On balance, most of the community
for the Environment to tell us exactly how sheacknowledges the great value of the natural qualities
would control what comes out of the back end ofof the swamp.
these creatures. After nearly 200 years of European
land use, our catchment committees are catching up.  Most of the dairy farmers | have spoken to
Not all of our land use has been appropriate to owvho farm near the swamp were pleased when the
fragile environment. An annual expenditure ofinterim conservation order was introduced and when
$1.732 million will go nowhere near fixing the peat mining finally ceased. | congratulate members
deforestation and soil erosion that must occur ibf the Robertson environment protection society—
catchment management alone is to ensure thmarticularly Larry Whipper, David and Helen Tranter
standard needed. Catchment management must &ed others who were pivotal in that outcome—on
part of a balanced approach that includes wateheir hard work over at least two years that | know
treatment systems. That point was made clearly aif. On 9 August a disaster struck Wingecarribee
page 23 of the dissenting report of coalitionDam as a result of eight inches of torrential rain and
members of the Joint Select Committee on thdooding. People in my area are literally in mourning
Sydney Water Board, where it is stated: for the swamp and what we have lost. People are
expressing the grief experienced when one loses a
The Board's ability to provide a consistently safe, reliablefamily member. They are writing poems about it.
water supply depends on the performance of the whole systenThis occurrence has resulted in an enormous

Treatment plants are only one element of the water : : : :
management system. The Board acts on the principle that th%mOtlonal outpouring in-my community.

high quality water from catchments into dams reduces the . . .
need for expensive treatment later in the delivery process. The peat bed lifted and fractured into big

floating platelets and debris. It is an unmitigated
There is no argument whatsoever about thagnvironmental disaster. At a more practical level, the
statement. It is also stated: disaster presents major concerns about
Wingecarribee's long-term water supply. The people
Prospect Reservoir management is currently under stressof Wingecarribee, who have just been through a
settling times are near their limits. Prospect Reservoir wagery severe drought, in which the dam was a vital
designed in the 1880s to detain water in storage for 18?)art of the water supply, can no longer rely on the
days . . . buttoday water is detained for approximately two Wingecarribee Reservoir. and we do not know how
days. It has been estimated that at least two months detention ) . . v ) .
is recommended for minimal standards of turbidity settlement/ONg thaF situation will continue. The Wingecarribee
The third element in the strategy, treatment, is now necessariRe€servoir is just downstream from the large natural
and the Board has to maintain a clean distribution system. Npeat swamp, a natural filter, which has been mined
single element of itself can be expected to deliver safe anflOr several decades. Because of residents' concerns
secure water to the customer green pressure and concerns expressed by Sydney
) Water, as well as the application from Emerald Peat
Those statements are reinforced at page 25 of thg extend the mining area, the mining warden last
report, where it is stated: year conducted an inquiry which resulted in an

interim conservation order being granted in the
Extra demand means that the consequences of natural eve?{’ﬁddle of this year

cannot be ameliorated, as in the past, by a settling period in

Board storages. It is not realistic to expect to improve raw . . . o
water quality above the 25-year levels by catchment Wingecarribee Dam is the responsibility of

management practices alone. Sydney Water. Sydney Water supplies some of the
dam's content to Wingecarribee Shire Council via a
That is the Minister's measure of understanding dfulk water supply agreement. The rest goes to
the issues. Most people, even city dwellers, woul&ydney's catchment. The water supplied to
now be aware of Wingecarribee Dam. The dam iingecarribee Shire Council is raw. The council has
an ancient peat swamp, home to a particular speciés own treatment plant at the side of the reservoir to
of dragonfly and a huge natural filter. The swamp igurify the water. Tenders have recently been let to
not entirely in my electorate; it is also in the Kiamaupgrade the plant. Normally the plant can cope with
electorate. Sydney Water actually got it right andurbidity of seven to 10 units in the raw water, when
recommended to the recent mining warden's inquirwater is taken into the treatment plant intake. At
on the proposal to extend peat mining operationpresent turbidity is approximately 35 units at the
that the swamp's value as a filter was greater than iteast disturbed area and approximately 400 units at
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the most disturbed area. At the point of intakerecently, the plant at New Berrima is new, the
turbidity is approximately 120 units. Clearly, there isfacility at Bowral is soon to be upgraded, as is the
no possibility that the treatment plant can beplant at Robertson, and a brand-new plant at
activated in the near future. Braemar is about to replace the ancient plant at
Mittagong—one of the oldest of the treatment
Wingecarribee residents are forced to rely orplants—which facility will also allow the northern
two smaller dams in other parts of the shire. As avillages to link into the sewage system.
Monday of this week turbidity at offtake stood at a
level of approximately 120 units. A steering It is vital that the State Government accelerates
committee which includes the mayor, the generahe provision of the sewerage infrastructure that is
manager of the Wingecarribee Shire Council andequired in both Wollondilly and Wingecarribee,
representatives of Sydney Water has beehecause, as many speakers have said in this debate,
established and it held its second meeting yesterdagverything that happens in the southern highlands, in
It is proposed that another meeting, involvingthe Mulwaree shire, in Goulburn and in Wollondilly
landowners, will occur at Ranelagh House in thailtimately affects the quality of Sydney's drinking
next few days. | hope that the views of farmerswater. Until that is done the reliance of the
particularly dairy farmers, beef cattle farmers andiustralian Labor Party on catchment management
those who operate horse-related industries, and tladone, as evidenced in the report by the then
views of residents are taken on board. Opposition members of the Joint Select Committee
upon the Sydney Water Board, is misplaced. Until
The real problem being faced bythose areas have proper sewerage infrastructure there
Wingecarribee ratepayers at present relates to thell be no hope of ever guaranteeing the quality of
price being charged for the water, which is nowthe run-off into the catchment.
useless in any case. Since the Wingecarribee Shire
Council gave the dam to Sydney Water 25 years ago It is useful also to look at the recent herculean
the council has had in place an agreement undefforts of Mulwaree Shire Council to get some sense
which it received a certain amount of water at noout of both the Environment Protection Authority
cost and paid approximately 7¢ per kilolitre forand the Department of Public Works and Services in
water above that level. That agreement ended latelation to two important projects undertaken by
last year and Sydney Water told the council that iMulwaree Shire Council in the town of Marulan.
was renegotiating the price of water, would nowOne is a water treatment plant and the other is a
allow no free water and would charge 44¢ a kilolitresewage treatment plant. Plans were drawn up for the
for all water—that is seven times the amountMarulan water treatment plant. The estimate from
ratepayers were previously paying for their waterthe Department of Public Works and Services to put
The price has greatly increased from 7¢ to 44¢. the Marulan water treatment plant in place was $2.7
million. Mulwaree Shire Council wanted to take the
At the moment all that is academic because iadvice of Memtec to locate a plant near the village
is not possible to use the water. Water cannot ent&f Marulan. The Department of Public Works and
the water treatment plant until the turbidity problemServices said it had to be located 13 miles away; 13
has been solved. This is a time for Sydney Water tailes of pipes had to be built. There were months of
positively consider the case being put bydelay and changing the goal posts by all the relevant
Wingecarribee Shire Council and to provide help noauthorities. For months the EPA and the Department
only to keep the water at an affordable price thaof Public Works and Services came up with more
provides value for money but also to develop as$anciful requirements that bore absolutely no relation
soon as possible a remediation plan for long-terno the real circumstances of Marulan.
water supply and to try to restore the peat swamp to
some level of ecological balance to maintain the Eventually the mayor had had enough and said
species it used to support. that the council would go it alone. | am pleased to
say that Marulan now has a state-of-the-art water
The McClellan report identified that a treatment plant supplied and designed by Memtec to
contributing factor to Sydney's water crisis might bdocal specifications at the cost of about $745,000.
sewage overflows in the Wingecarribee andlhat should be compared with the $2.7 million
Wollondilly areas, where recent natural rainfallestimated by the Department of Public Works and
events have been too much for most septic systenBervices to solve the problem. In addition, unlike the
and some local sewage treatment plantsSydney Water system at the moment, the water
Wingecarribee Shire Council has worked hard witltreatment plant selected by Mulwaree Shire Council
available resources to upgrade local sewerader Marulan takes out cryptosporidium, giardia and
facilities. The facility at Moss Vale was upgradedblue-green algae. For less than one-third of the cost
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the people of Marulan now have an even betteBhire Council estimates it should cost. The council
system, thanks to the leadership of Mulwaree Shiris correctly digging in its heels and saying, "No".
Council. New South Wales taxpayers have beemhe mayor would like to access some new, more
saved $1 million and the people of Marulan and thaffordable filtration technology that is available. He
ratepayers of Mulwaree shire have been saved $ielieves the council may possibly be able to afford
million. to install some of that technology to produce
drinkable water that will go back into the
If the EPA and the Department of Public watercourses. That sounds good to most people but
Works and Services had their way the people othe EPA and Department of Public Works and
Marulan would probably now and in the future beServices say they will do it differently.
boiling their water as the people of Sydney are
doing at the moment. | congratulate Mayor Paul I may be wrong but | believe | have heard the
Stephenson on the good sense and local manageméfinister for the Environment talk many times in this
that has prevailed. But there is no such good newglace about the importance of environmental flows
for the sewage treatment plant that is so necessaand of putting more water back into watercourses to
for Marulan and which the Mulwaree Shire Councilget them flowing again. Even though Mulwaree
has to construct in a 50 per cent partnership with th8hire Council has a solution that would help assist
Department of Public Works and Services and then achieving that objective the EPA says that the
EPA. Honourable members should remember that @uncil—I hope the House will forgive me—has to
sewage treatment plant in Marulan will help tokeep spraying the poo all over the place. When the
improve the quality of Sydney's drinking water. council asked the EPA to examine the idea of
putting the treated water back into the watercourse
Again, our old friends at the EPA and thethe EPA said an environmental impact statement had
Department of Public Works and Services could noto be carried out.
resist claiming to be the experts. As a result of their
efforts, and again because of the movement of goal = The council might have to spend $400,000 on
posts, increasing costs and the changing of mindmn EIS. That is obviously impossible and absolutely
every time council was near a solution, Mulwareeaunrealistic. The EPA also admitted to council that
still does not have a sewage treatment plant. Raaven a truckload of Perrier or distilled water could
sewage has been a problem at Marulan for someot be put into the watercourse. In the past three
time. This is one of the worst cases of bureaucratizveeks the EPA has changed the discharge standards
intransigence and frustration. Mulwaree council doemid-stream yet again. It is important to note the
not have a great deal of money to spend. It hasomments of the general manager, who said that the
about 6,000 ratepayers, not a large financial badePA proposes to impose conditions which cannot be
from which to work. It would appear that the EPA achieved with existing technology for discharge to
is stuck in a mind-set of wanting to prescribethe creek. However, it still supports partial treatment
effluent disposal in country areas. and spray irrigation within the catchment. Partial
treatment would produce effluent of very poor
They call it the efficient re-use of effluent, quality.
which basically means the spraying of sewage
effluent over paddocks on which either stock graze There are conflicting messages coming from
or crops are grown. That is hardly a solutionthe EPA. The council has come up against one or
designed to cope with any growth that might occurtwo other problems. | am told that the EPA decided
Every time more people use the system it has to béhat it needed to divert a creek and build a dam. The
enlarged and more land needs to be captured cloBepartment of Public Works and Services had
to that area, so it is not a sensible long-ternmalready put a power pole in the place where the
solution. As many may know, Goulburn City EPA decided to put the dam. The cost of moving
Council sprays its effluent along the river flats ofthat pole was $49,000. | am also told that the
Wollondilly River. That is fine if conditions are Department of Public Works and Services received a
absolutely perfect. In cases of heavy rain the run-offluote for $80,000 for electrical work. The council
drains into the Wollondilly River and into Sydney'sexperts who looked at the project thought they could
catchment as well, but no doubt the EPA believeprobably do exactly the same thing for $16,000.
that is the right way to go.
The Department of Public Works and Services
Both the EPA and the Department of Publiccame up with a particular specification for the
Works and Services are trying to persuade Mulwaredesign of a flange nut to hold pipes together. One
shire to sign up for a sewage treatment plant thatan purchase nuts at any hardware store to hold
will cost thousands of dollars more than Mulwareepipes together but the Department of Public Works
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and Services designed a particularly unique nut thamnto the dam via Werriberri Creek, scouring of the
will cost more than any other nut in history. OneUpper Canal during an environmental flow test, dead
can understand why Mulwaree Shire Council isddogs and foxes found in the Upper Canal—when
frustrated by bureaucracy. | am sure thatater tested these were negative for giardia and
bureaucracy is not founded on anything other thanoryptosporidium—and extraction of water from the
strict adherence to mind-sets and specificationdower levels of Warragamba Dam demonstrating
Suggestions that come from experienced people whuagh levels of giardia and cryptosporidium.
know the local landscape and environment and who
are absolutely determined to do the right thing by On Tuesday, 8 September, the Director-
their ratepayers must be considered. General of the Health Department, Mick Reid, was
quoted in the Daily Telegraph as having said,
| sympathise with people who live in Sydney"There is significant contamination in Warragamba
who are frail aged, homeless or those who exist ofDam]". It is now generally accepted that
low incomes. It is all very well to tell people to boil Warragamba Dam is the source of the organisms.
water but people are not always at home. If peopl@he questions that must be answered are how did
on low incomes have to pay $1.50 or $2 for evernthey get there and why did a massive concentration
bottle of water the total soon adds up. Homelessuddenly appear? For years sewage has been flowing
people do not always read newspapers and do nfstom broken or overflowing septic tanks at The
always hear the radio. There are electricity cost®aks into Werriberri Creek, which was formerly
involved in boiling water. The magic rebate will not known as Monkey Creek. Thence the sewage flowed
go to tenants but to property owners. Tenants havato Warragamba Dam. On 30 June the town had a
to rely on the property owners to pass the rebate opopulation of 2,366, living in 729 dwellings which
to them. rely on septic tanks with pump-out services,
adsorption trenches or the newer aerated water
| also sympathise with members of the ethnidreatment systems—AWTS. When there is heavy
community who do not necessarily read English orain many of these septic systems overload, and that
have ready access to publications in their communitgllows overflows and ultimate pollution of the creek.
languages, as referred to by the honourable membArsign erected by Wollondilly Shire Council beside
for Strathfield, and those who are immune deficienthe creek, as featured in theaily Telegraphlast
and are particularly at risk. As many of my Tuesday, says it all. It states in huge letters:
colleagues who have small children have said, it is
virtually impossible to stop a two- or three-year-old WARNING
child from drinking the bathwater. We can look Water is unfit for drinking by humans or animals. Any contact
forward to six more months of this problem. with river water should be avoided. Contact méy cause skin
Sydney's problems also apply to the southern zng eye iritation.
highlands. We do not want to be the scapegoat for
the Premier's problems. We want to be sure thathe sign contains five red circles with a red bar
Sydney Water will work with us to ensure that weacross each showing a person swimming, a horse
have a reliable and safe drought-proof water suppldrinking, a man drinking bottled water, a dog, and a
in the future. We want to see the Government facman f|Sh|ng In other words, keep away from that
up to its responsibilities and adopt the coalition's 10creek! Werriberri Creek covers a distance of 34.5
point pIan, which will restore confidence in the kilometres from The OQaks to Warragamba Dam,
water of the flagship city of Australia. There is nowhere it disperses 4.25 kilometres from the dam
confidence in the Carr Government on this or anyvall. A constituent, Allyn Varlow, a former Water
other issue it has dealt with in the past 3%z years. Board employee, told me that the final kilometre of
support the motion. the original Monkey Creek is steep and normally
forms part of the dam's storage area. Any sediment
[Mr Acting-Speaker (Mr Gaudry) left the chair at deposited in it during dry times would be flushed
6.00 p.m. The House resumed at 7.30 p.m. into the upper levels of the dam's stored water.

Dr KERNOHAN (Camden) [7.30 p.m.]: In At full capacity the depth of water at the dam
the interim report on the Sydney Water inquirywall is 310 feet, or 116 metres. Yet the stirring up
entitted "Possible Causes of Contaminantséf dam sediment by heavy rainfall has been
published in August, Mr Peter McClellan, QC, considered a possible cause of the contamination. Mr
suggested some factors pertaining to the catchmexarlow told me that in 1964, 30-odd years ago,
area that may be responsible for contaminationwWerriberri Creek was recognised as an inflow that
These included raw water turbidity events associateseeded to be policed by frequent sampling,
with rainfall, septic systems in The Oaks drainingparticularly after heavy rainfall such as we recently
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experienced. The only way to solve this problem ighese animals probably graze close to the edges of
to sewer The Oaks township. This has beeiVarragamba Dam and any other waterway where
requested by local members and mayors for manthe only green vegetation in the area would be
years. In October 1995, relatively recently but still afiound. Massive bushfires last Christmas greatly
while ago, a report entitled, "Stakeholders Report foreduced the area on which these animals could

the Warragamba Special Area" stated: graze. In his facsimile to me Dr Chevis stated:

Cryptosporidium and giardia and dangerous faecal bacteria As grazing animals defecate while grazing, faecal pellets will

have been recorded in The Oaks township stormwater be deposited close to the waters edge and thus will be readily
drairs . . . Theimpact of these lands on water quality is a washed into the water when rain falls. As there is no host
cause for concern. A major risk is the contamination of specificity Crypto. could and probably has infected 'Roos and
catchment waterways with pathogenic micro-organisms. Wallabies which have been present in large numbers in the
Burragorang Valley in recent time. Furthermore it is an

established fact that immunity to intestinal parasites wanes

That was almost three years ago, yet it was only in ° - n
during periods of poor nutrition and from all accounts 'Roos

M_ay_ that the Carr Govemment a_nnounced Its and Wallabies in the valley have been in very poor condition
priority sewerage program, which includes The 55 would be open to infection or re-infection with Crypto. and
Oaks, Oakdale and Bellimba Park, and other systems could pass very large numbers of infective oocysts in faeces.
for townships in the Warragamba catchment area.
The Carr Government is very slow when it comes to The infeptive stage (oocysts) must be_ passed in_ faeces since
providing necessary sewerage. Construction of the by the time a carcass h_as rotted sufficiently to liberate them
. . the process of putrefaction would most probably have killed
Picton sewerage scheme was planned to start in -
1995, after the last election, but the Labor
Government moved the goalposts and the $80 while Weriberi Creek has been shown to be contaminated
million project has still not commenced. Yet it is with Crypto., and this may have been the source of the first
due to be completed in July 1999. Six tenderers F:ontammatlon of Sydney's water, the secor_]d massive upsurge
finalised their submissions in March and the is most likely to have come from an alternative source because
successful tender was meant to be announced the creek had a good flush out in the first rains.

in
July. It is now September. To explain more fully, Dr Chevis said that the

S subsequent torrential rains raised the levels of the

| am told that the matter is still with Treasury. gam and broke the creek banks, thus covering the
Why? Has the Government spent the money, or is Brevious feeding grounds, which had been
not game to announce the successful tenderer for @ntaminated with faeces from the native animals,

system that might not be politically acceptable t0 g that the water then drained into the dam. Dr
public suffering a water crisis? This scheme will Nnotchevis further said:

affect the quality of water in Warragamba, but |

mention it to highlight Labor's poor record on
providing essential sewerage as quickly as possible.
It takes approximately five years from the
production of an environmental impact statement to

Until all the facts of this matter are actively researched and
properly evaluated we cannot design a control strategy which
can be expected to work, but a good starting point would be a
proper filtration mechanism which can be relied upon to

. remove such small oocysts.
the completion of a sewerage system. Hence, sewage

pollution from The Oaks will be running into our That has been agreed to by everyone and, of course,

water supply_for at least the next five years. Faecle|§ is part of the coalition's policy on this matter. Dr
from domestic animals grazing in Sydney Waterﬁhevis further said:

catchment areas have been considered a possible

source Of_ cryptqsporldlum. However’_ _ther_e have It also worries me that no parasitologist with some knowledge
been no signs of ill health or poor condition in those of the life cycles and epidemiology of intestinal parasites has,
animals. so far, been included in the expert committee.

One of my constituents, Dr Rod Chevis, whol have not seen the list of people comprising the
has a PhD in veterinary parasitology and who haexpert committee but if Dr Chevis' statement is
worked in this field all his working life, has correct then that ridiculous situation must be
suggested another possible source of the lategctified immediately. | call on the Carr Government
cryptosporidium outbreak. This intestinal parasite ig0 investigate fully Dr Chevis' theory of
not host-specific and its oocysts, which are only foucontamination to ascertain if our native animals
to 4.5 microns in size—approximately half the sizecontribute to the water problem in Warragamba
of a red blood cell—can be found in the faeces oDam. If that is not done, | can see Sydney Water's
any animal. Sydney Water's catchment is home texclusion with respect to the innermost catchment
thousands of kangaroos and wallabies and amrea being extended to outlying areas, greatly
unknown number of feral pigs. During the droughtaffecting my constituents who graze their animals in
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the area. This would not only cause great personélembers representing Sydney electorates may
damage to individuals but also affect the economguggest that constituents in country areas do not
of our district. have the same problems as constituents in Sydney
electorates and therefore members representing
Although the source of Sydney's watercountry electorates do not have the right to
problem, Warragamba Dam, is part of the Camdeparticipate in this debate. However, the water crisis
electorate, my constituents are lucky that their watdg affecting not only the people of Sydney but also
supply comes from other sources. The Macarthuthe people of country New South Wales. | shall give
water filtration plant at Appin provides water for an example. At present residents of country areas
Camden and Campbelltown and is sourced from amyho Vvisit Sydney cannot drink water from the
one of four dams: Cataract Dam, Nepean Dampubblers. The bubblers in the Domain and the
Cordeaux Dam and occasionally Avon Dam.botanic gardens have signs on them stating, "Do not
Although many of my constituents work in Sydneydl’ink the water". Visitors must buy bottled water;
and, therefore, have the same problems as those wHey cannot drink the water as usual.
live in Sydney, they can take safe water from their
homes when they travel to Sydney so their problem  Whilst the problem may seem minuscule, there
is reduced. One of my constituents, Anne Whitemaff an added cost for the people of regional New
of Camden, has a very big problem. She isSouth Wales. The effect of the water crisis on
quartermaster supply for the biannual girl guideourism is also an added cost. For example, some
jamboree to be held at Silverdale—the post code idapanese students, who did not speak English or
2752 and is affected by the water crisis—from 27understand English to any great extent, were visiting
September. As well as organising all other suppliedny electorate when the scare first arose in Sydney.
she must ensure that safe drinking water is availabl@uring their goodwill visit to my electorate office |
for approximately 1,500 members of the Girl Guidedave them a kangaroo pin and a few bits and pieces
Association for one week, both on site and duringrom the local area. One funny aspect of their visit
excursions off site. was that the interpreter accompanying them asked
me whether the water in Coffs Harbour was safe to
The piped water that is available at the cam rink. When | asked him why he asked that question

site can and will be boiled. How to distribute the'® said that he had flown into Sydney in the middle

cooled boiled water throughout the camp area is thglc a water crisis. These people were visiting a part

problem. At least 20 15-litre plastic containers of New South Wales that is a one-hour plane flight

which can be lifted and carried by women, arel‘rom Sydney but they were frightened that the water

needed for placement around the camp. These would Coffs Harbour may be contaminated.
be returnable after the jamboree. Also, 1,500 empty

plastic drinking bottles with sports pop tops arehas been approved by the National Association of

needed for the participants to take on excursion . iy
Anne has asked pSydngy Water for help. | hope thaSIEestlng Authorities. That laboratory regularly tests

the Minister responsible might suggest to SydneOur water.s-upp.ly for the presence of giardia and
. . ryptosporidium; the water is safe. At the end of the
Water that supplying these containers would be aa

A ? : ay the Government has handled the crisis
excellent public relations exercise for Sydney Water allingly. The wav it has handled the crisis has
which certainly needs excellent public relations a ppafingly. Y

the moment. Hopefully, Anne will get her waternOt given confidence to the people of Sydney, the

: . eople of New South Wales or the international
containers and the guides, aged 10 to 15 years, who . )
. community. As other honourable members have said
come from throughout New South Wales, will have. :
. in this debate, Government members have
a safe and healthy jamboree. Unfortunately, other

- . consistently tried to lay the blame for the crisis on
visitors to Sydney might not be so lucky unless th . .
Labor Government ensures that no expense is sparehci3 board of Sydney Water and said that heads will

I, and that the Government would do this or that.

: e AN (6]
in determining the cause of our water contaminatio

nining . 'At the end of the day, no matter how many people
and rectifying it as soon as possible.

are sacked, the crux of the problem is management.

Luckily Coffs Harbour has a laboratory that

Mr FRASER (Coffs Harbour) [7.45 p.m.]: | The motion reflects the lack of confidence of
draw the attention of honourable members to théhe people of New South Wales in the Premier, his
motion before the House, which states: Cabinet and his Government, based on their

mismanagement of the crisis. Instead of apportioning

That, in view of its mismanagement of Sydney's water crisis,blame’ as Ministers have done, they should be

this Government no longer possesses the confidence of trRitacking the problem. I draw the attention of the
House. House to an article on page 1 of th8ydney
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Morning Herald of Tuesday, 8 September, entitledto the bush, and then apply the cost to the people in
"Heat turned up on Carr over water". In five dotthe bush so that she could feel good.
points the article set out how the Government would
minimise the effect of this crisis—and it is a crisis. Unfortunately, not only the Minister has fallen
In the second of those points it was reported: for this trick. Successive governments over the years
have recognised some on the green fringe who
The Premier said Sydney Water would be instructed tqpromote composting toilets and opportunities for the
identify private land within catchments for acquisition. re-use of effluent in more forms than one. The
problem is that the effluent that is now being
disposed of in the catchment of Sydney Water is not
Cabinet agreed to plan an independent Catchment Commissi(?elng Cure-d to a standard that any of us would
to protect the water supply, and possible on-the-spot fines foéXpeCt' It I_S not Cur?d to the_ standard that Coffs
people entering restricted catchment areas. Harbour City Council treats its effluent, or the
standard that Coffs Harbour Shire Council treated its
| illustrate to the House the naivety of the effluent over 35 years. According to the newspaper
Government in announcing those strategies. At pagdticle, the sludge now being re-used is cured to a
2 of that same newspaper appears an article entitidinimal standard. The article states:
"Bugs spread in sludge in catchment areas". How
pleased | am that the Minister for the Environment
is in the Chamber.

The first was that:

The United States requires pasteurisation (heating at 70
degrees for an hour) for top-grade sludge—a viewpoint shared
by Britain's Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution,
the magazine said.

Ms Allan: He is always pleased to see me,

especially in his home town. In the Sydney Water catchment, pelleted sludge and
other sludge is put in forest areas and on farms. The
Mr FRASER: As the Minister said, | am photograph accompanying the article shows great
pleased to see her come into my electorate, fonounds of sludge. We all know what happens when
every time she visits and announces, or does n#t rains in such circumstances. The sludge is
announce, something, | win votes. | do not have tglissolved into the water and runs into our
say anything, | let the Minister put her foot in herwaterways. In legislation passed by this House last
mouth, and welcome the votes that come my wayyear, the Protection of the Environment Operations
The page 2 article states: Bill, the Minister incorporated the Clean Waters
Act of 1970. That Act provides that it is an offence

Sydney Water's human waste sludge containing the parasité any waste, whether liquid, solid or gaseous, is
giardia and cryptosporidium is being spread at the rate of 55@|aced in a position from which it may be washed,

tonnes a day on golf courses, agricultural properties, mineg|own or percolated into a waterway.
forests and public gardens in the Sydney water supply

catchment and other catchments throughout the State in . . .
contravention of international standards. The Act provides also for agricultural pursuits

to now be designated pursuits which have to be
The sludge is being trucked each day to 17 local governmerlicensed by the Environment Protection Authority. A
areas including Wingecarribee, Goulburn, and the Bluggrmer conducting a dairy or piggery must be

Mountains for deposit at rates up to 120 tonnes a hectare JRensed. at a huge cost before any animal or farm
part of an aggressive Sydney Water marketing campaign ! !

designed to increase the demand for biosolids in area‘é’aSte can be dlsposed _Of anyWhere near .a
including agriculture, forestry, composting and landCatchment. At the same time, Sydney Water is

rehabilitation. disposing of human waste—which carries heavy
metals and bacteria, and, as ti&ydney Morning

The Minister for the Environment has given theHerald article states, is not being tested for
people of Coffs Harbour a wonderful opportunity: acryptosporidium or giardia—that is being washed,
$220 million solution to the disposal of effluent blown or percolated into Sydney's water catchment.
within the Coffs Harbour local government area. InThat is the problem.
government, the coalition had what | believe was a
good scheme. Effluent was treated to the highest  Get rid of the extreme green view, and forget
possible standard, then discharged to the ocean—tiaose who tell us to re-use this waste on our fields
saline solution into a saline solution. Sludge wasvithout proper curing. This material could be cured
cured properly, as it had been for 35 years, then rgsroperly and re-used. In fact, Sydney Water will tell
used on playing fields. The Minister for the us that re-used water can be used only once every
Environment, however, decided that was not goofive years because we have a problem with heavy
enough. She wanted a feel-good solution: identify anetals and bacteria. The cryptosporidium parasite
problem in the city, fix it by transferring the waste can live in water for up to 176 days. Given a moist
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soil base, | am sure it will live a lot longer. It is a regard to that problem in late 1994 or early 1995.
known fact that the polio virus can live in the What happened? Did the Government get a bill? Did
ground for 190 days. The former coalitionsomeone offer the Government a solution costing

Government considered this issue. $100 million to $200 million? | suggest that
probably did happen, and that the Government then

Contrary to reports, Rouse Hill at the momentyanted to bring back the $278 million that was

is putting fresh water through its dual reticulationripped out in 1998 and earlier years, in order to
system because it knows the danger of re-used waighjance the budget of an incompetent Treasurer that
and that people will not use it. As | often say tOpaq plown out with new taxes and other increases.
people in Coffs Harbour, "I do not mind drinking The Government needed the money, but decided to

mine, but | don't want to drink yours, because Iy the program as there had been no outbreaks of
know that what was in mine has not killed me yetcryptosporidiosis or giardiosis.

and | will probably survive if | drink it again. But, if

we are going to mix it all into a syrup and share it Expenditure of $200 million would clean those

around, we will end up with problems." yipes out. The shadow minister for health this
Cryptosporidium and giardia may not affect thegyening quoted areas within the CBD and other
many people whose bodily systems combat thosgeas of Sydney where there are high levels of
parasites. But the elderly, the infirm, those withgiardia and cryptosporidium. The treatment process
problems such as leukaemia and other dlseas_f:.}ﬁght be thought to be inadequate, but it really is

taxing the immune system are at serious risk. That i§ate_of.the-art. The Minister and the Premier, and
why we have this public problem at the moment:

iardi d ‘ i ttack and Kill other members, both in government and now in
giardia and cryptosporidium can attack and kifl suc pposition, studied the treatment process and found
people. Chlorine does not destroy the parasites.

; : I{I]1at it was good enough to remove bacteria. If the
response to a question on notice asked on 25 June 9 g

by the shadow minister for health and Aboriginalplpes are being cleaned out properly, and if the

affairs, the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning bacteria_comes into Erospect reservoir in sludge,
said: why are they reappearing further down the line. The

crud and the algae in the pipes are sheltering the
The Australian drinking water guidelines state that routinedacteria, one type being chlorine resistant, the other
monitoring for cryptosporidium is not appropriate. remaining unaffected.

Not appropriate? To the contrary, it is most The bacteria breed in the pipes and pass
appropriate. If the Government had been doing itirough them to the people of Sydney. Sludge
job instead of saying, "It is costly, we cannot doPresents a major problem, yet the Government has
this, we will not do that, we will not test, and it is failed to advise people, "Yes, we have an algae
not really a problem," we would not have this crisisproblem in the pipes. We will attend to it. We will

today. People are afraid. | am afraid to drink watebe pro-active instead of shifting the blame, and we
that is not bottled or boiled, or even to clean mywill ensure that this problem does not continue.” |

teeth with it. | have to buy my water when | am inam pleased that the Minister for Gaming and Racing
Sydney. | can afford it, but many cannot. The facts present in the Chamber so that he can listen to my
that the Government is forcing sludge re-use withitomments on an appalling health danger in Coffs
a catchment that supplies water to Sydney, a city dflarbour. What really frightens me is that a

more than five million people, is an absolutedocument called "On Tap" has been circulated by a
disgrace. committee set up by the Minister responsible for

. o water.
One major source of cryptosporidium and

giardia bacteria in our water supply is re-used The title of that document suggest that its
sludge. Further, in 1993 Sydney mains pipes wergubject matter is water. However, "On Tap" is a
found to have so much algal build-up that they hagommunity newsletter for the Coffs Harbour
become home to bacteria which actually at&ewerage strategy group. That group wants Coffs
chlorine. When the bacteria ate the chlorine out ofjarhour to re-use our effluent by means of a $220
the pipes, the giardia could survive. Giardiamillion scheme. They want us to re-use it not just
chlorine-resistant, can be killed by a superdose qf, farming blocks and playing fields. Volume 3 of

chlorine. Sydney Water's answer was o continuépn Tap" states that they want to see us utilising
chlorination. The real trick would have been to,,r effluent. | turn to the heading of "Re-use

replace the pipes or clean the pipes. Potential™:
What has the Government done? The AWS This package provides the necessary infrastructure to
was carrying out reviews of environmental factors in maximise opportunities for the use of reclaimed wate.
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"On Tap" goes on to say: circumstances similar to the Sydney water crisis. |
do not want the elderly, the young and the infirm in

... to treat effluent to potable standard and return it to themy electorate dying from viruses or being infected
town water supply. by viruses because of what this Government has
. done. Our health system is not geared to take it. The
That group wants us to put effluent in the ©OWN\rinister for Health, the Deputy Premier, has ripped

water Slrj]pplgl' Tgaé s ‘,”1 (fji;g:(a}ce. The Goverlnmtt)a%e money out, yet he is defending this nonsense.
cannot handle Sydney's drinking water supply uEut his strategy is going to place extra pressure on

supports efforts to force us to put_re-used effluenbur health system, especially on the new hospital we
back into our water supply. That is unacceptableWere supposed to get but never received.
The long-term cost for the Government or any other

government will be litigation. Such litigation will They want effluent to be re-used in native

cost this State billions. On top of that, the groupgrests, “recreational areas, banana plantations,
wants us to put it on our playing fields. The Healthhqricultural activities and forestry. One suggestion
Department and other authorities are saying that ig that it pe put on bananas. What will Queensland
okay, but it cannot be treated to the highest possiblgznana growers do? If | were a Queensland banana
standard and then pumped it into the ocean. grower—an industry in Coffs Harbour worth
somewhere between $50 million and $100 million,
The Government should check with thegng we are always competing with Queensland,
Minister for Mineral Resources, and Minister forhich has better growing conditions—I would put
Fisheries, who came up to Coffs Harbour a fortnightghjt-free bananas" on the side of my banana boxes
ago and said he would not support a deep watgfefore sending them down to the markets in Sydney

ocean outfall, part and parcel of this strategyor Melbourne. Consumers could choose not to buy
because it may affect the marine reserve. Theoffs Harbour bananas.

Government should forget the marine reserve. What
about the people of Coffs Harbour? They are the  The Government cannot give that guarantee,
ones who will be affected. People are not allowed tget has forced them into a re-use program. One or
swim in it, even when it is diluted billions to one, two growers might take advantage of the offer
but in concentrated form it can be applied to &ecause they are getting the effluent for nothing.
playing field. My 12-year-old son, who plays sportBut, because of Professor Hilmer, at some stage
every weekend, is at risk of picking up somesomeone is going to demand payment. Once growers
dastardly bacterial disease still in that effluent, but ire fixed into the arrangement they will not be able
cannot be dropped out in the ocean. That is absolute afford to use effluent, and they will walk away
lunacy. from it. What will the Minister do with it next? Will
he stick it in Bucca Creek? | live at Bucca Creek, as
It is high time that the green ratbags of thisthe Minister knows. But the fact is that Bucca Creek
State and Australia were told that we do not want touns into the Orara River, from which the Coffs
eat or roll in our effluent. We want it disposed of by Harbour town water supply is taken.
proper sanitary methods. We want it put where it
causes the least amount of harm. One argument, It then flows into the Nymboida River from
which neither the Minister in charge of water nor hiswhich the Clarence takes its water. Effluent will be
Government have put forward, is that effluentsent to the electorate of the Minister for Regional
treated to proper standard, with heavy metals an@evelopment, and Minister for Rural Affairs. His
sludges removed and cured, is actually beneficial teonstituents do not want to give us water they claim
the marine environment because it is high im@s theirs even though it comes from Dorrigo. That
phosphates and nitrates. The argument furth&@ommunity should be asked if it would like to have
suggests that effluent will promote algal growth. We2 bit of body in its water, because that is what it
use the marine environment and take fish out of itwill get. Coffs Harbour cannot continue to use
Algal growth feeds fish, and it is part of the food effluent for irrigation without striking high rainfall,
chain. Volume 1 of "On Tap" states: as is happening now, which prevents the effluent
from being re-used. At a local council meeting |
The goals we aim to achieve through sewerage strategy are &sked what would happen to that effluent and was
satisfy stringent environmental safeguards in any reuse dold it would be pumped into the creek, because that
release of treated effluent. is what happened to the excess. That is not an

) acceptable practice. Presently on my property | have
The experience of Sydney Water and what hagp 0oo gallons of water.

happened in Sydney means that no guarantees can

be given. Water Safety cannot be guaranteed. I do Mr Chappe" Be careful of the water you're
not want my constituents to become guinea pigs idrinking here.
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Mr FRASER: | shall be careful of the water. lines, but the ballot on 27 March 1999 will show
| will leave this bottle of water on the table for the that the Government does not have the confidence of

honourable member for Northern Tablelands to usée people of New South Wales.

when he makes his contribution to the debate

because | am not sure whether the carafes have just Ms MOORE (Bligh) [8.14 p.m.]: This is a
been filled with Sydney water. At the end of the daymost important debate. It is an indictment on
we cannot afford to push the re-use of effluent intuccessive governments that our water is not suitable
Coffs Harbour and other catchments as happens fR" drinking and no resolution to the problem is in
Sydney. If the Government is responsible it Wi||S|gh_t. This problem creates hardship for the elderly,
determine how much cryptosporidium and giardiathe ill, for those with low immune system; and for
and other diseases are washed into the water suppf}le homeless, and creates inconvenience for
from the re-use program of biosolids from SydneyFVeryone else. | agree that this crisis is sendmg_ a
water. Those biosolids are not treated to the standarfocking message overseas. Economic repercussions
they should be or even to the standard adopted iffill result, if they have not already done so, and
Coffs Harbour over the past 35 years. Coffs HarbouPurism will suffer seriously. What does this say
does not have industrial waste in its sewerag80OUL OUr green Games? | am seriously concerned at
system, therefore the effluent biosolids do not"e Governments failure to. wnplemgnt a public
contain helium. The treatment cured the biosolidst,ranSpo.rt policy for all O'y".‘p'c sites, including the
which were used in landfill and then top dresse nner city. At present the city faces the prospect of

with clean soil. Coffs Harbour was able to utilise 00 private cars being parked on Rushcutters Bay

that safe process. | do not want my constituents t(F)) a.“k and 25 containers on Yarranabbe Park. | fear

drink, play in o roll in effluent, as suggested by theprlvate cars will cover the remainder of Moore Park.

group being paid by the Government. Water forThe foreshore parklands will be desecrated by cars
human consumption should be treated to the highegpd our dnnk:ng water will be contaminated—great
standard. green Games!

- . | should like to make some general points and
. _Sydney has spent $400 million to bu_'ld 4then address specific problems. | agree with the
pipeline from Lane Cove to North Head for p”maryspokespeople from environment groups that the
treatment of eff!uent before it i.s pumped out to Se%ng-term solution is to protect catchment areas
and the sludge is moved west into the Sydney Watqher than to rely only on technical solutions. The
catchment. That is not good enough. If the sludgg,quiry into the water problem should run its course
problem and algae and crud problems in the pip&R;ithout political interference. | oppose the issuing of
are fixed, the giardia and cryptosporidium problem$efng cheques, which was blatantly and politically
will be solved glong with any future problems. Thetargeted by the Leader of the Opposition. The
Government will have the support of the people Ofyajority of the Sydney community would rather that
Sydney and the coalition if it explains what will be reyenue be ploughed back into Sydney Water to
done to resolve the problem. The motion of theyyercome contamination in the short and long term.
Leader of the Opposition states that in view of thel’hroughout the 1990s Sydney Water was treated as

Government's mismanagement of Sydney's walgf revenue generator rather than a provider of an
crisis this Government no longer possesses thgsential community service.

confidence of the House. Whilst the Government
plays ostrich and sticks its head in the sand  Clearly, the policy was not based on standards
pretending it is someone else's problem, or sacks excellence in the provision of water; rather it was
David Hill or does anything else, the problem will pased on the size of the dividend to the Government.
remain. There must be a balance between infrastructure
renewal, filtration and revenue required by
The Government should be pro-active like thegovernment. We certainly have not had that balance
Leader of the Opposition was in issuing a 10-poinand now we are paying the price. The Premier said
plan, introducing legislation and attacking thein his speech vyesterday, "As soon as the
problem. If the Government does the right thing theGovernment identified the problem with Sydney
people will have confidence in it. This water crisis isWater we told the public about it." That is not true.
a major issue. | support the motion. | commend th®©n 30 July | wrote to the Managing Director of
Government to answer some of the questions | havgydney Water, to the Minister for Health and to the
raised, to eliminate the issues causing the probleMinister responsible for Sydney water expressing
and to gain the confidence of this House and th&y concern that five days had passed before
people of New South Wales. The coalition knowsgnformation about water contamination in eastern
the Government will win on this motion along party Sydney was available to the public.
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That small region of Sydney includes dense | refer to a draft submission that people living
high-rise residential development, a large number ofiith AIDS are preparing to present to the Sydney
cafes, restaurants, hotels and other businesses tNdater inquiry secretariat. They point out that they
potentially affect my constituents and many othehave been concerned for more than two years about
Sydney residents and visitors. This region includethe impact of contamination of Sydney's water on
also a large number of people living with HIV andpeople with HIV and AIDS. They maintain that over
AIDS, for whom delayed notification about thethat period their submissions to the Health
contamination could have proved fatal due to theiDepartment have been ignored and consistently both
depressed immune systems. The problem waSydney Water and New South Wales Health have
identified on the Friday, but it was not until the provided misinformation to this group of people who
following Wednesday that the health alert washave low immune systems. They maintain:
publicised. When the second alert was given | called
upon the Government on 27 August to implement a The scope of the impact of cryptosporidium in Sydney is
system to provide timely and accurate information shgwn _in figure§ _recorded by the national centre for HIV
for those most affected by contaminated water, such epidemiology clinical research amongst PLWHAs. These

o R figures are similar to those found in US cities which have
as people living with HIV ?-nd AIDS, so that they  acknowledged problems with water contamination.
were aware exactly of the risks.

They believe that water has not been filtered for
Residents in my electorate saw Sydney watepatients treated by the New South Wales Health
being flushed out in Darlinghurst on the afternoon oDepartment in hospitals. They believe that New
Tuesday, 25 August, but the Government did noSouth Wales Health has not given them correct
inform the public until late Tuesday evening. It isinformation and they too are calling on the New
important that, until we know the water is truly safe,South Wales Government to provide tap water filters
people with suppressed immune systems drinkee or at low cost for people in this category. They
boiled water at all times rather than risk being toldsum up their concerns in this way:
too late about a renewed contamination. | have also
been informed that the community should be We believe that Sydney has been very lucky to have escaped
cautious of the Health Department's advice about the dATSgnga‘r’]Véthoi‘}:‘e‘r’:tk;rfi'i;L” (‘g)htjlcdh Fr’]zsg'ed'ii;’(ij”gS"ivmat"\t/oa?ﬁe
length of time water n,eed,s to be_bOI_Ied' Apparently outbreaks in Milwaukee and Las Vegas. V\}e are concerned
World Health Organisation guidelines call for g, complacency on this issue will mean that there will no
contaminated water to be boiled for much longer— change to the consideration of the impact on people living
between five and 20 minutes. with HIV and AIDS. Our past experience suggests that this
group will not be considered or consulted about any changes.

. We require change and a public statement by Sydney Water
The Government should provide safe water for and New South Wales Health acknowledging our concerns and

those at risk who cannot afford to buy drinking committing themselves to addressing them.
water. The Government should establish water
depots to provide treated water for those who canndtcall upon the Government to address the concerns
afford it. It should be given to hostels and othemot only of that particular group but also the elderly,
support services to provide clean, safe water for thehe ill and the homeless, particularly in my
homeless and people on low incomes. This is a verglectorate but also in other electorates throughout
serious issue in my electorate. | probably have th8ydney. | refer to some of the contributions made
largest number of people with HIV and AIDS, andby other honourable members, in particular by the
homeless people and people living on the street whisgonourable member for Manly. His contribution last
have no access to boiled water and who do not havéght gave a very clear picture of the crisis we are
the income to buy bottled water. facing and why we are facing it. He is a very
credible contributor to this debate. He has been
That is why tonight | specifically call on the involved in this issue since the mid-1980s. He came
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning, as theinto Parliament concerned with this issue, with a
eradication of giardia and cryptosporidium may be amedical background, and he is the former chairman
long-term project, to provide filtered water or tapof the Joint Select Committee upon the Sydney
water filters free or at low cost to people with low Water Board.
immunity, such as the elderly, the ill and people
living with HIV and AIDS. | ask him to make that | recommend that Opposition members have a
same provision to the homeless and to set up watgood look at his contribution and use it as the basis
banks and hostels for the homeless and services ffar their questions in question time rather than their
people living on low incomes. This contaminationpathetic performance over the past two days. |
could go on for months and it is a serious life andsupport his calling upon the Government and the
death issue for those people. Parliament to support the McClellan inquiry and to
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call for another interim report over the next month,Sydney water. In a statement in October 1996 the
to decide whether legislation needs to be amendédinister for Urban Affairs and Planning said:

or the regulatory framework needs to be dealt with;

whether the role of the independent licence Sydney residents are supplied with the cleanest drinking water
regulators should be extended to enable them to N the world.

conduct their own reviews; and whether Sydney ) ) )
Water's operating licence should be amended to séf he honourable member for Bligh just said,
standards for giardia and cryptosporidium. | refeM|n|§ters and senior bureaucrats have been aware of
particularly to what the honourable member saidhe risks for some time, and to make statements like

regarding the involvement of both the Governmenihat is damning and irresponsible. | have had many
and the Opposition. He said: letters and phone calls from constituents, and many

e-mails, but one in particular came from a Mr Denis
The case against the Government is compelling. At least tWJ)VICDonaId from Hurstville. On 31 July, when the

Ministers served on the committee that knew of theScare just started, he wrote:
shortcomings of the water treatment plants and supported
recommendations that they be proceeded with. In 1994 a

Minister admitted in the House that the choice that had been
made was the wrong choice, as was disclosed by information
provided to the Parliament.

He believes that the Government has been fully
aware of shortcomings and misgivings with regard

Premier Bob Carr said last night on television that heads will
roll. His should be the first to go as he as Premier is
responsible. Sydney Water should be disbanded and the old
Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board reinstated
as it previously existed with the regular cyclical and
preventative maintenance carried out by board employees. For
some reason beyond my comprehension all the inspection
services we used to enjoy have been dismantled. Why?

to the water treatment plants and the likely impact
on the management .Of catchments above_ treatmegit pmcDonald concludes with these few words:
plants. Those likely impacts have transpired. The
Government has now been in office for 3% years | have tried to express my anger. To think that our water is
and Sydney is faced with a public health crisis. He advertised as good enough to bottle.
also says that there is blood on the hands of both the
coalition and the Government. Sydney Water hadlthough | am not supporting a return to the old
been a monolithic, unaccountable, lazy organisatiorMetropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board, |
and he points out that we are in the middle of a veryinderstand what Mr McDonald is saying: that all of
serious public health crisis. The honourable membehose safety guards that were there and the personnel
for Manly has summed up the situation thewho used to check our catchment management areas
community of Sydney is facing and | stronglyand in the field have been reduced in numbers, and
support the position he has taken and presented 8@ have suffered from cost-cutting measures for
ably to this House. some time. This shock has made Sydney Water
officials, bureaucrats and Ministers sit up and take
Ms FICARRA (Georges River) [8.26 p.m.]: notice of what has been going on and think about
This is not an insignificant motion. These types ofways in which the problems can be fixed.
motions do not occur too often. It has occurred
because of the huge amount of public concern on It is not long ago that Sydney residents
this issue. The issue has continued to alarrRelieved that their tap water was good enough to
Sydneysiders and all Australians. InternationaPottle, yet today they are too frightened to even
attention is focused on Sydney and what haBrush their teeth with it. The long-term damage that
happened with Sydney's poor water standard undé being caused by the intense news media coverage
the Carr Government. This State has been reduc&d the water crisis will take generations to repair.
virtually to Third World status in the eyes not only Some say that the days of drinking Sydney's tap
of Sydneysiders but also Australiawide andwater are over, no matter how safe any government

internationally. As late as a month ago the Ministeimay say the water is. That is because, frankly,
for Health said: people just do not trust governments any more.

Many recent news media reports are noteworthy.
Sarah Harris, writing in thé&Sunday Telegraplof 6
September, expressed the feelings of many
It is extraordinary for a Minister of Health, given Sydneysiders. Her article stated:

today's knowledge of these parasites, to say such a
thing. It shows that he is very ill-informed by his
advisers and not on top of his portfolio to have
made a comment such as this. The current Crisis |ets face it—it's a nightmare. You wake up every morning to
makes a mockery of the Minister responsible for the radio alarm blaring: "Warning, warning, alien

Routine monitoring for cryptosporidium is not appropriate.

Sydneysiders could be forgiven for feeling like they're living
the script of the movie Groundhog Day.
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approachig . . . do notdrink the water, boil first. This has would show a record of management incompetence.
been a community health announcemen. and now, for a | realise that Government members may not wish
Walk in the Black Forest. ; .

alicin the Black rores me to read this article onto the record, but | have

The article also stated: already quoted the majority of it.

Inside the [New South Wales Health] conference room— Murray Hogarth reported in  theSydney

against an unflattering crimson backdrop that proclaimed\/lomir]g.Herald of 29 August that Secr_et IeFterS
"Caring for Health"—the Minister for aqua mort, Craig from inside the Sydney Water Corporation give a

Knowles, and NSW Health director-general Michael Reiddetailed knowledge of the workings and the power
looked suitably grim. plays of Sydney Water. Sydney Water has been
politicised by the Labor Government with Labor
Party stooges who have no scientific expertise.
It seems we must boil our water for two weeks. If no one isLetters reveal deep factional divisions at high levels
sick, then it was all for nothing. of the $14 billion corporation charged with making

But if someone gets sick (and maybe even dies) the levels o%ure that .Syqneys water .SquIy I.S .Saf.e' They portray

cryptosporidium and giardia are too high, and we may have t@n organisation beset .Wlth a CFI§IS It_ cannot cope

keep both boiling and being extremely cross indefinitely. with. The Government is not coping with the water
crisis. | quote:

The Government, Mr Knowles assured the press corps, shared

the public's frustration, but frankly didn't know if, when or

indeed how—

It was all as clear as mud, really.

Senior management lacks the wherewithal to understand even
basic physical, chemical and microbiological concepts because
they lack appropriate expertise in the sciences. The public
Mr Lynch: On a point of order. | draw your  health area dealing with drinking water is poorly resourced

attention to the fact that the honourable member for and overworked.

Georges River appears to be slavishly reading from ) )
a document in front of her, rather than delivering! N€ letter from which I have quoted was found in a

her speech in an appropriate manner. Sydney Water en\{elope. The Government's response
has been interesting. The latest appointment to the

Ms FICARRA: | am quoting from an article. Poard has been Mr Michael Costa, Secretary of the
New South Wales Labor Council. His expertise is as

Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough): a numbers man. Has his appointment given the

Order! It appears to me that the honourable membdiublic any sense of security? No, it is just more of
is reading from copious notes. the same. The actions of the Carr Labor Government

in crisis have been to sack David Hill and Chris

Ms FICARRA: As | Said in my Speech, | was PO”ett, to put on I\/IiChae| Costa and to pl’ay and
quoting from a particular article that | wish to havehope that something breaks. The Government should

recorded inHansard | noted that | was quoting have learnt from all its preViOUS disastrous pOIItlcaI
from the article. appointments—and | shall speak about the
appointment of David Hill in a moment.
Mr ACTING-SPEAKER: Order! | will not
argue with the member. | suggest that she refer to  Let us consider the value that Sydneysiders get
copious notes. The standing orders prohibit théor their water rates. Average residential bills have
reading of speeches in the House. increased dramatically by 4.7 per cent to $554 in
1995-96 and by 3.6 per cent to $574 in 1997-98.
Ms FICARRA: Does that include quoting Meanwhile, the consumer price index increased by
media reports for inclusion irlansard® only 1.4 per cent and 0.1 per cent in those years.
Last April, in a mid-term review of Sydney Water
Mr ACTING-SPEAKER: Order! | have ruled prices, the tribunal expressed its concern that the
on the point of order and | expect the honourablelecrease in Sydney Water's capital expenditure may
member to comply with the ruling. harm repair and maintenance levels. What was the
Government's response? Sydney Water's gross
Ms FICARRA: Government members are capital expenditure decreased from $447 million in
deeply concerned because they do not like hearintP94-95 to a low $228 million in the following year
about the news media reports. This issue is the moahd decreased further to $187 million in 1996-97.
damning condemnation of the Government.
Although the honourable member for Liverpool sits The Carr Government has been milking
back smiling, he knows that if the Labor Party wereSydney Water to prop up its ailing State budget year
to conduct private polls on this basic serviceafter year, and this city's third water contamination
delivery—as the coalition is conducting polls—theyscare has arisen because of the running down of the
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Sydney Water Corporation. A sum of $530 millionimmune systems, cancer sufferers, those with the
has been ripped off Sydney Water in two yearshuman immunodeficiency virus, those undergoing
Where has that money gone? It certainly has ndey therapy or chemotherapy and those with chronic
gone towards the maintenance of Sydney's watéeart, lung and kidney disorders. Hundreds of
supply, checking the filtration plant or containing Sydneysiders are at risk. What of the future? Sydney
catchment areas. We are being told that SydneyWater says that dam water and sediments are
water crisis could last another six months, even ifinlikely to settle until late spring, although more
there is no new contamination of Warragamba Danheavy rain could cause them to mix up again to add
Indeed, this crisis could continue up to next Stateven more uncertainty to the process. | quote small,
election in March 1999. short excerpts from &ydney Morning Heralarticle
on 7 September, which states:

If the dam's catchment receives above average
summer rainfall, as the latest forecasts would The longer the Sydney drinking water crisis continues, the
suggest, the city may face a string of boil-water greater the uncertainty—about its underlying causes, its actual
alerts for the next year. We have been told that serigusness an_d how ‘it might have been avoided. Ir]stead of
higher levels of cryptosporidium could indicate gndm_g uncertainty quickly, the 'Carr Government, since the

. . . first signs of trouble more than six weeks ago, has managed to
pollution by animal faeces—most likely cattle— a4d to it. The Premier must now take the responsibility he
while elevated giardia levels may indicate human should have assumed at the outset.
sewage. Sydney Water experts say that the current
levels of both parasites mean that Warragamba Dam The‘ prospect now is _for further_ "boil-yvater" restrictions,
will be suspect until March next year. The Director- continuously or intermittently, until C_h_rlstmas or_perhaps

. . . several months after that. Even then, it is not certain that the

General of Health, Mr Michael Reid, has confirmed public eventually will be told much more than it already has
that the number of cryptosporidium oocysts is Up t0 peen. That is, in essence, that tests show high readings of

10,000 per 100 litres. potentially dangerous cryptosporidium and giardia. These
indications of contamination have prompted repeated "boil-

Sydney Water sources admit that there is no water" alerts since July 27. But the more time that passes the
f K . h badly Warragamba Dam less confidence there is in the nature and quality of these
way o. nO\_ng ow y 9 - ' readings and the greater the need for further explanation and
Sydney's main water storage, has been contaminatedaccountability.
by the recent rains that filled it to capacity. No-one

really knows how bad the situation is and no-onerhat s criticism of the Premier, whose posture
has any answers on what to do about it. Infectiouauring the crisis has been to complain about the
oocysts of the potentially fatal cryptosporidiumfajiings of others. The Premier must now assume
parasite could remain alive in the dam for hundred@remer responsibility. His first task should be to
of days. Recent research has shown that thog&iaplish a more powerful inquiry to establish the
oocysts can live for 176 days in water between 1h, to remove the uncertainty and to restore public
and 20 degrees—the range of temperature in th&nfigence. Peter McClellan, QC, has confirmed
surface in Warragamba Dam, according to Dr Judjhat everyone in New South Wales suspected: the
Hansen of Sydney Water Corporation. handling of the Sydney water crisis was botched. It
My constituents have put forward a number Ogs. _disturbing .thatl more than one month after the
suggestions. The people of the Georges Rivelmtlal co_ntarr_unann outbreak, the source of the
o . . . p;roblem is still not known and there is no guarantee

electorate are sick of having to boil their water. Mrt at it will not happen again

Graham Blewett of Peakhurst has put to me, and P '
have since put to the Minister, the suggestion that . .

. . A rebate of $15 is a joke. How can $15

tlg]:m,P(tar?j 2 ugrisvtingrzjefne(r)\r/glrpet())i)l glllae(?cef;gTo Vv\égtrgrn ?::Bossibly compensate residents for the inconvenience

of parasites originating in Warragamba Dam. As M|Q!c r?l‘.”wr']ng to bt|>0|l watg rr] |rr1]def|n|tely? The reforr:
Blewett has pointed out, there is a pipe that goegIg '9 .ts problems W'.t t € manageme_nt 0 t €
over the old Como railway bridge. Why not bring contamination scare, including delays in issuing

clean water from the Sutherland area to St Georgeo.“inC warnings. At the end of the day the Carr

The honourable member for Sutherland is in thé>CVernment —cannot say what caused the

Chamber at the moment and she is fortunate that h§Pntamination or explain how the vaernmept will
electorate has such a clean water supply. We in tH¥€vent the problem from happening again. By

St George area would love to have the same wat&pntrast the Leader of the Opposition has introduced
supply. It would be very easy to reconnect the 10-point plan as part of the Safe Drinking Water
Penshurst reservoir. Bill. It is hoped that the Government will realise that

residents want the parties to work together on this

Who are the Sydneysiders most at risk? Theynajor problem, which is too important to politicise.
are the elderly, infants, those with depressedhe ideas from each party should be considered.
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The 10-point plan of the Leader of the ° An analys_is_ and earIy_ publication of the results of all
Opposition is extremely far-sighted, reasonable and \Cl\?;‘:;??po”d'um surveillance done so far by Sydney
responsible. It is directed at minimising future scares '
and restoring public confidence in Sydney water. « The development of best practice guidelines to minimise
The 10-point plan involves a number of matters, the risk of cryptosporidium.
such as the appointment of a new Sydney Water
board based on expertise, not political associatiowhat was the reaction of the Government? There
the introduction of a Safe Drinking Water Bill was no outcome. Dr Rubin should be asked who in
similar to the legislation enacted by the Clintonthe Department of Health or Sydney Water took
Administration; the freezing of the planned increaseotice of anything he said. The former managing
in water rates until the crisis is resolved; thedirector of Sydney Water, Mr Paul Broad, replied,
establishing of an Internet site with up-to-dateassuring Dr Rubin that Sydney Water had world's
information on water quality; and regular monitoringbest practice management procedures as the first line
for cryptosporidium, giardia and other parasiteof defence. He said that the catchment and treatment
which have emerged during the past two to threplants would intercept as much as 99.9 per cent of
years as a significant threat to the Sydney watetryptosporidium. However, other documents show
supply. that experts from Sydney Water advised that the

treatment plants would need to achieve greater than

The plan also involves redirecting money from99.9 per cent removal to reach acceptable
this year's predicted $279 million governmentinternational risk levels. Mr Broad also responded
dividend to improve the monitoring and filtration that Sydney Water had commissioned research by
system treatments such as microfiltration andhe University of New South Wales to develop an
improved membrane technology. In fact, tonight theonline surrogate measurement for cryptosporidium at
coalition was given the benefit of expertise from theyater treatment plants. Mr Broad said:
head of the chemical engineering department at the
University of New South Wales, Professor Tony In the unlikely event of a "breakthrough”, the results of this
Fane, who is a leading expert. The coalition's plan research will allow the corporation to take immediate effective
provides for a $40 rebate to ratepayers in their next action to prevent contamination of the drinking water supply.
water bill. That amount may be reviewed as the
crisis continues. The 10-point plan will also transferfowever, that has not eventuated. The warnings
the responsibility for issuing health warnings fromwere there all the way along. What was David Hill's

Sydney Water to the public health unit of thepartin the fiasco? He is a typical political appointee
Department of Health. with no experience in water management—some

would say no experience in soccer management, the
The plan will tighten access to waterAustralian Broadcasting Corporation or the State

catchment areas such as Warragamba Dam, initiaail Authority. Peter McClellan, QC, found that on
regular patrols to report on possible human and® July Mr Hill, who was then the Chairman of
animal  contamination, and impose statutorySydney Water, significantly influenced a decision to
obligations on the Minister and the department tdimit a public health warning to parts of Sydney,
issue health warnings as soon as relevarfiespite evidence that contamination could be more
information is made available to them. They are alwidespread. Mr McClellan said:

sensible and reasonable points. Two years ago Dr

George Rubin, New South Wales Chief Health [nmy opinion, the decision did not reflect appropriate concern
Officer, apparently warned the Sydney Water orpublichealth.

Corporation that giardia and cryptosporidium posed

a unique threat to the safety of the drinking waterThe report also gave accounts of a heated telephone

Dr Rubin sought rapid action in assessing thos@XChange bgtween_Mr Hill and a New South Wa}les
risks. In 1996 in a letter Dr Rubin warned: Health medical officer, who claimed that Mr Hill

shouted, yelled and screamed at her, and threatened

The magnitude of this potential risk and the concerns abodd€r with the sack. Mr Hill said that while he could
the adequacy of the current controls demands some promfptave done without the report, he did not believe it
action from Sydney Water Corporation to ameliorate this risk. \yould harm his chances of winning the electorate of
Hughes for the Australian Labor Party. | have got
news for David Hill' He is dead in his Sydney water
and no amount of boiling and keeping the button
epressed down for one minute will save him.

Dr Rubin specified elements for the action plan
which were:

e An assessment of the risks of contamination and th
likelihood of system failure in the field of Sydney Water's L .
operations which may result in outbreaks of Mr McClellan said in his report that, after

cryptosporidium; deciding to issue a limited warning on July 29,
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Sydney Water officials discovered New South Wale®nly to the power companies as a money-spinner for
Health had already issued a Sydney-wide alerthe Treasury coffers. A new chairman was appointed
Thank goodness for New South Wales Healthfrom the right of the New South Wales ALP—that
Sydney Water had moved to kill that alert, with Mr mastermind, that right-wing stalwart, David Hill. In
Hill engaging in a heated exchange with Nswaddition, three other new directors on the board of
Health media officer Shari Armistead, who had®ight were appointed. Within a month Mr Hill and
issued the full alert on the instructions of departmenfiS néw board had appointed Mr Chris Pollett, one
head Mick Reid. Mr McClellan said that while there O three short-listed candidates from inside Sydney
were conflicting accounts about what was said, h¥/ater, as managing director on a salary of $350,000
was satisfied that Mr Hill did not tell Ms Armistead, & Y&ar:

"l will sack you," although Mr Hill accepted he may

have used words to the effect of "You'll be sacked.‘b An mte:jnatmr]:_all g execu'ulve searchb firm hadh
Mr Hill's account of the conversation had been: een retained to find a replacement because the

position of managing director was so important.
Hill: This [the press release] is irresponsible. It's unauthorisehﬂowgverv none of th? outS|c.iers. ever _made it to the
and inaccurate. final interviews, despite the job involving control of
_ one of the largest water utilities in the world with
Armistead: You people should have put the release oulyraater assets than most of the nation's share-listed
earlier. That's why we put it out. . . - .
corporations and a massive responsibility for public
Hill: You're in enough s.... already. Don't argue. Just retrach€@lth a'j‘d the eny|r0nment- What happened at the
the bloody thing and get Mick Reid to ring me. board's job interviews is not known because the

minutes are commercial in confidence. But from

And this person wants to stand as a Federal memb#iere on Sydney Water's new hierarchy was put
of Parliament! The people of the electorate ofogether. Mr Pollett reported to the board and Mr

He has already stuffed up enough governmeriih@res in Sydney Water were held by five State
organisations and he definitely will not ruin the livesMinisters on a non-beneficial basis on behalf of the

of the people of Hughes. He is a joke. SenioPeople. When David Hill was appointed the key

officers of Sydney Water had informed the MinisterShareholders were two of his factional colleagues on
of the risks involved and the maintenance required"® right: the Treasurer, Michael Egan, and the
but we still hear farcical dorothy dixers in this 'Ormer Minister for Fair Trading, Brian Langton,

House. The honourable member for Liverpool wadVho has since stepped down following the infamous
part of the farce. On 22 October 1996 he asked BCAC Inquiry.
dorothy dixer; he asked the Minister to report on the

dangerous bug in Sydney's water supply. The ngidd_HiII, affohrmer CALPd aSppointee_I "’;]S
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning assuregManaging director of the ABC an tate.Ra|,. as
honourable members that he was on top of it all. H ince become our wonderful hapless candidate in the

- ederal seat of Hughes. David Hill was the man

said: ) ) .
who earlier this year had great news for his ALP

Sydney's residents are supplied with the cleanest drinkinénates in this State: record dividends when t.he (_“,arr

water in the worl ... Frankly, attempts to beat up the Government was desperate to balance its final

likelihood of a cryptosporidium outbreak are littte more thanbudget before the March election. Last year $250

scaremongery. million was paid to the Government and almost

. ) ) $280 million is expected this financial year. The

commercial activities of those who wanted to Se%ack, put it where it should be, solve the problem

In the circumstances, given an attempt to bring about a public The Carr Government's shame will escalate if

health scare, I would have thought Opposition members WOUI(& cannot deal with Sydney‘s water problem The
have appreciated an assurance from the Government that our :

water supply was clean and was meeting health standards. A¥Ords that the Premier uttered at the opening of the

| said earlier, the water treatment plants are performing. Prospect water plant in October 1996 will haunt the

Government into Opposition. He said that Sydney

What a joke! Who could trust any of them? Ninenow has fresh filtered water—crystal clear, healthy

months ago the Carr Government put its politicabnd great tasting. That is all that the people of

stamp on the board of the $14 billion Sydney WateSydney ever wanted from the Carr Government. The

Corporation. This State-owned corporation is seconGovernment must spend the $278 million dividend
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from Sydney Water to fix the problem. If it costs Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [8.59 p.m.]: The

more, the Government must find the additionalOpposition has no objection to the amendment to the
funds. The people of Sydney demand it and willstanding order. | note the comments of the Leader of
judge the Government's actions at the ballot boxhe House in respect of the circumstances in which
The Opposition hopes to work in a spirit of that standing order was drafted. In fact, the Leader
bipartisan co-operation because this should not be@f the House was a member of the Standing Orders
political bunfight. Opposition members make thatand Procedure Committee and enjoyed and
statement on behalf of their constituents, who woul@Xpressed great pleasure at the drafting of the
expect this to be the first issue to be debatddmp standing order, in anticipation that sooner or later he

expired] would move a motion of no confidence in the Fahey
Government. That did not eventuate, but we now
[Debate interrupted. have a standing order which was drafted for a
specific circumstance. That circumstance has been

STANDING ORDERS rendered inoperative by the passage of time.

Accordingly, while this is the most important
business that the House can determine, it is
nonetheless important that the ordinary business of

Mr WHELAN  (Ashfield—Minister for Police) parliament should at some stage resume. | anticipate
[8.58 p.m.], by leave: | move: that this debate will probably conclude tomorrow. |

note the assurance by the Leader of the House that
That Standing Order 122(8) be varied to provide that thf‘question time will proceed at 2.15 p.m. tomorrow
House resume at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 10 September 199%.nd also note the ru”ng of Mr Speaker given today
that question time does not preclude questions on

Earlier today | indicated to the House that Standingsydney Water if at that stage the motion of no
Order 122 was drafted in the circumstances thﬁéonfidence in the Government has not been

applied in 1994, circumstances which are different t¢letermined. However, as | said, | anticipate it
those that now exist in this House. The standingrobably will be determined before 2.15 p.m.
order was not written by the former Government butomorrow. | thank the Leader of the House for
under the heavy hand of the charter of reform. tonsulting me about the matter.

know the honourable member for Gosford is also a

strong supporter of them. Those circumstances do  Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough):

not now exist. The standing order has complicate@rder! The honourable member for Gosford has
what is the most serious and important motion thaasked about the type of questions that will be
can be moved by any member, namely, a vote of nallowed during question time tomorrow. Will that

confidence in the Government. The minutiae of th&gain be a decision for Mr Speaker?

standing order make no sense, particularly when one

looks at the time for finishing and starting, namely, Mr WHELAN  (Ashfield—Minister for Police)

that debates are to conclude at 10.30 p.m. and stdf01 p-m.J: It will. Again, this runs contrary to all
again at 9.00 the following morning. the precedents in this Parliament in relation to

anticipation of debate. It is one of the unfortunate

onsequences of the existence of the standing order.

Members on all sides have made arrangemen%1 . o :
r Speaker made it clear that it is an exclusive area,

tomorrow mqrnlng for Cabinet and party meetmgs.and the standing orders committee will have to look
Therefore, it has been agreed between th

_. &t how this problem was overcome in the past. As
Opposition and'the Government' that.at 10.30 P-My Speaker rightly pointed out, every question can
the Speaker WI|| leave the chair until 10.00 a.myq peppered in view of what you said in the debate
to'morrow'mormn'g, rather than 9.00.a.m. The debat?esterday, which would mean that the Parliament
will - continue, if necessary, until 10.30 p.M.yoyid never deal with the matters before it and
tomorrow and the Government will then have togestion time would never really be question time; it
make the decision about when the House will sifyqyid simply be a question time about what
again to conclude the debate. Standing Order 1Z2&embers and Ministers have said in Parliament. The
makes no allowance for any other business of thgatter has arisen suddenly and unexpectedly. |

House, including notices of motions for Governmenynderstand that there is a problem about it, but the
business, notices of motions by Opposition membersovernment will resolve it.

or question time. For those reasons the standing
order will be reviewed. Motion agreed to.

Variation of Standing Order 122
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NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT 99.9 per cent of cryptosporidium. The Minister for
Urban Affairs and Planning failed to heed the
Motion of No Confidence Sydney Water Corporation's 1995-96 annual report
warning that cryptosporidium was an emerging
[Debate resumef. issue.
Mr KERR (Cronulla) [9.02 p.m.]: The cry of | wish to examine the role of David Hill in

most people in Sydney is, "Water water everywher¢his matter. As the Labor candidate, David Hill is
nor any drop to drink." Fortunately, the people ofseeking to represent the Federal electorate of
the Sutherland shire have clean water. There is nétughes, which is in the Sutherland shire. When it
much wrong in the State that cannot be fixed bycomes to diplomacy, anyone who has witnessed the
what is right in Cronulla. Of course, | wish that performance of David Hill as chairman of the board
everyone was in the same position with regard tevould regard him as the Castlereagh of Como. |
water as the people in the electorate of Cronulla. understand that he has recently acquired a residence
in Como. Just as Lord Castlereagh's political career
Mr McBride: What about Cronulla workers came to a violent end, the political career of David
club? Hill has also come to an end because of what has
happened with Sydney Water as a direct result of his
Mr KERR: | am reminded about Cronulla actions.
workers club. | will come to that—which is more
than the dividend holders can do. How did we get As the honourable member for Georges River
into the position of Sydney being given the status ofold the House, it was the intervention of David Hill
a Third World capital? It is a very sorry saga, andhat prevented many people in Sydney from
the people involved deserve some mention. Onappreciating the risks that they were taking in
must start with the present Government and thdrinking the water. It was David Hill's irresponsible
exercise of ministerial control. For the benefit of theaction that was commented upon by Mr McClellan,
Government, | indicate that under the State Owne®C, in his report. In fact, it was David Hill who
Corporations Act 1989 the Minister responsible forwanted to set up an alternative inquiry by the Water
Sydney Water had the power at his disposal t®oard. The Premier talked about bristling egos in
intervene and give direction to Sydney Water at anyhe Water Board, but the Water Board was going to
time during the crisis. The Government's recent cahold its own inquiry. It could well give new
to increase ministerial control through legislationmeaning to the expression "Who guards the
does nothing except return Sydney to the old days afuardians?" In fact, those guardians may well be
the Water Board, and will give the Minister no moreresponsible for the contamination that has occurred
power than he already has. in Sydney's water.

In effect, it wil remove the ministerial At least the present Government was not
direction from the scrutiny of Parliament. Under theprepared to countenance the alternative inquiry.
Public Health Act the Minister for Health also hadWhen he proposed that alternative inquiry, David
the power to take action or give directions in ordeHill was enjoying his $73,000 a year income. He
to prevent the use of water which was unfit forwon ALP preselection against a well-known local
drinking or suspected of being a risk to publiccouncillor, Ken McDonell. As a councillor on
health. It is a situation that this Government had fullSutherland Shire Council, Ken McDonell would at
knowledge of. Two years ago Sydney Water waseast have been able to give his full time as the
warned of the potential threat of giardia andLabor candidate for Hughes. However, Mr Hill
cryptosporidium to the safety of Sydney's watedecided that he wanted to keep his job. When
supply. Correspondence between the Healthbservations were made about this he said, "You
Department and Sydney Water reveals that thewould expect the Liberals to make these calls but it
were aware of the threat two years ago and chose o a silly proposition."
ignore it.

The Premier would be surprised to learn that

The managing director of Sydney Waterhe had joined the Liberal Party, because he was the
assured the Carr Government that there was no suche who wanted David Hill to leave. The Premier
threat and that treatment plants would intercept up teaid, "I would like him to go earlier but he opted to
99.9 per cent of the cryptosporidium. The managingtay on." He has opted to stay on in Hughes and on
director gave an assurance, against the advice 8f October he will be told by the voters to move
Sydney Water's experts, that the acceptable ristn—and not before time. When even the Premier, a
level required treatment plants to remove more thapseudo-Liberal, told him to move on he said, "It
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may have been politically more opportunistic for me Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER: Order! The

to go earlier but | believe any chairman of a boarchonourable member for Cronulla may well
of directors when an organisation is in troubleappreciate the assistance of the honourable member
should see it through." | have news for Mr Hill: thatfor Baulkham Hills but he will probably conclude
board of directors and that organisation are still irhis contribution more rapidly without it.

trouble. By his own lights he should have remained

there. What will happen when he gets into trouble as ~ Mr KERR: The Government cannot perform

member for Hughes? Will he move on? the most fundamental task of government. The
speech given by the Minister for the Environment in
Mr Brogden: | hope so. relation to the corporatisation of the water board

shows her view of the role of government and
Mr KERR: | do not think it will arise so we Water. The memorandum of understanding between
will never find out. the Sydney Water Board and the Environment
Protection Authority has not been complied with.
Mr McManus: It will arise all right, my The inquiry that has been set up does not have the
powers required. In opposition Labor was keen to
call for royal commissions, basically on anything
that moved. Whenever there was a perceived
«problem in public administration the solution put
forward was a royal commission. It is strange that,
aving attained government, Labor is not suggesting

again. The matter does not end there. Unlike th at there should now be a royal commission. First
Cronulla Workers Club, the former Water Boardthe Labor appointee said that the Water Board

was able to provide plenty of dividends. Under the

. . ' - Iy should handle it. That would be great: a let the
chairmanship of David Hill record dividends were . ; S

. guardians take care of the guardians situation! Then
paid to the Labor Government.

it was suggested that an inquiry should be headed by

friend.

Mr KERR: That may give a whole new
meaning to the expression "pushing water uphill
The political career of David Hill will never rise

Mr McManus: What were you doing in 1993? David Harley.
What was your Government doing in 199372 Mr Smith: David Hill would be better.
Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough): Mr KERR: That could have occurred.

Order! The honourable member for Bulli may seek
the call when the honourable member for Cronulla Mr Smith: He would know less about it.
has concluded his contribution.

] ] ] Mr KERR: Yes. The Government, having

Mr KERR: It is the first time | have been gyggested David Harley, decided that there was a
asked for a date in this House and | am rathepotential conflict of interest. So once again there
surprised. To return to the motion before the Houseyas a knee-jerk reaction. Then Peter McClellan, QC,
we still do not know who is responsible, whatyas appointed. The reports from him so far have
happened or why the people of Sydney have beefeen very good. David Hill may not like them but
unable to drink the water. It was the Premier whahe evidence has been presented in a straightforward
took personal charge of this matter some weeks aggshion. For all Peter McClellan's admirable
and it is important to uncover the Premier's role irqualities, he does not have the powers of a royal
this whole exercise. It was the Premier whocommission. They are what is required.
cancelled visits to Murwillumbah and Lismore and
turned his aircraft around to return to Sydney. It was Mr Smith: So you are formally calling for a
the Premier who said that the Government had eoyal commission?
responsibility to provide clean water for Sydney—a

responsibility that has not as yet been discharged. Mr KERR: Yes.
Mr Merton: Terry Rumble has gone looking Mr Amery: Oh, God! This is getting serious!
for water.

Mr KERR: Yes. It has taken some weeks but
Mr KERR: The honourable member for the Government has finally said that it is getting
lllawarra is not game to come back. serious. That is a good call. The people of Sydney
are entitled to far better than what we have seen to
Mr Merton: He might become Lasseter date.
looking for water.
Mr Amery: Your system is not to tell anyone,
Mr KERR: Yes. He may strike a reef. to keep it a secret. That is Liberal policy.
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Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER: Order! The Mr BROGDEN (Pittwater) [9.20 p.m.]: | join
Minister will have the opportunity to take part in thewith my colleagues, in particular the Leader of the
debate at the appropriate time. Opposition, in supporting this motion. This is the

first occasion on which | have had an opportunity to

Mr KERR: The Minister and other speak to a motion of such importance. It strikes at
Government members have had the opportunity tthe very core of the Government. In view of its
speak in the debate but they have chosen not tmismanagement of the Sydney Water crisis this

avail themselves of that opportunity. Government no longer possesses the confidence of
the House. One could put up a scoreboard to test the
Mr McBride: Whose side is he on? competency of the Government; what it gets wrong

and what it gets right. It is bad enough that the
Mr KERR: We are beginning to wonder Government cannot get the Dog Act right; it is even
which side the Minister is on. By drawing attentionworse that the Government's poor management of
to the fact— Sydney Water ensures that people cannot drink
water in Sydney.
Mr Amery: To the fact that you covered up.
On the date of the first water scare | greeted

Mr KERR: There was no cover-up. my wife, who was returning from a business trip to
the United States of America, at Sydney Airport
Mr Amery: You just didn't tell anybody. with a container of bottled water and a copy of the

Sydney Morning Heraldthat carried the headline
Mr KERR: If you have a look at what was "Boil Water". | welcomed her back to third world
produced you will see when the results were takeAustralia, where she is unable to drink water from a

and the fact that those results— tap. Never in my life have | known a State
government to be so incompetent. The management
Mr Amery: Table the press release. by the Government of Sydney's water supply is at
such a low level that we can no longer be confident
Mr Merton: Don't drink the water. of the quality of the water that comes out of our
taps. It is the big city nightmare: we cannot drink
Mr KERR: At great personal risk— water from the tap, we cannot brush our teeth using

tap water, we cannot even gargle under the shower
Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER: Order! The because we have to keep our mouth closed for fear
honourable member for Cronulla will ignore of drinking contaminated water.
interjections and continue his speech.
| have been fascinated by the cowardly
Mr KERR: The Government chose, over twopolitical tactics of the Government throughout the
years, to ignore the repeated warnings. The Ministgrast two water scares. It has sought, with limited

answered questions in the House. success, to put itself in opposition to its departments.
During the first water scare the Minister for Urban
Mr Amery: Very well too. Affairs and Planning denied any responsibility and

took a position in opposition to that of his own

Mr KERR: Very well and very department. Sadly, that line was accepted by the
comprehensively, in denying that there was any risknedia. He was able to get away with it for a couple
from these parasites. If you want to talk aboubf days, but no longer. He used the line, "Ever since
keeping State secrets, you are on the record as nis came to my attention | have taken charge of this
only keeping silent but going out of your way to problem". He has been in charge of Sydney's water
persuade people that there is no danger in the watesupply for the past 3%z years yet he has chosen to do
That is on the public record. Nobody in Sydneynothing about the problem.
could have confidence in this Government because
of its record of deception and failure. It is an When he took charge of his department when
absolute disgrace that Sydney finds itself in thighe water crisis hit Sydney he decided to issue a
situation; Sydney has become an internationalarning to residents to boil their water. As time
laughing-stock. Tonight we do not know how longwent on he offered up scapegoats to the media and
this crisis will continue, or what has caused it, orto the public. Who were the great scapegoats? They
when relief will be in sight. If ever there was awere the faceless men and women of Sydney Water.
motion of no confidence before this House whichwhen the media got sick of that line the Minister
deserves support by all members, it is this one. offered them names. When the media got sick of
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tactics he offered them the managing director. When | reiterate the Opposition's concern that the
it became apparent that the media needed a biggerms of reference formulated by the Government
name and a greater scalp the Minister happilare not sufficiently wide to permit a full and proper
provided David Hill, one of his great Labor mates,investigation of the real reasons for the
on a platter. Ironically, at the exact time that DavidGovernment's inactivity and unwillingness to address
Hill decided to become actively involved as thethis issue. The Opposition takes much comfort from
Labor candidate for the Federal electorate of Hughd§e Government's inability to deal with this issue.
his career, based purely and solely on patronage, higerestingly, at the same time as the people of
fallen to pieces. The voters in the electorate oPittwater were boiling water they were also coping
Hughes will seal his fate in a few weeks time wherWith  EnergyAustralia’s  inefficient and  poor
they deliver their verdict on his chairmanship ofinfrastructure. The former Mackellan County
Sydney Water. The tactic of the Minister began tgoouncil, which covers the northern beaches, has
wear thin when, at the time of the second water ale@ome of the worst infrastructure of all the electricity
on 25 August, it was obvious that the problem wagreas covered by EnergyAustralia. At the same time
greater than first suggested by Sydney Water. In th&S People were boiling water the EnergyAustralia
regard | wish to concentrate on its impact on thystem was failing, which resulted in b_Iackouts. That
electorate of Pittwater, which is at the very end ofn€@nt that people could not even boil water. | was
the water filtration system. For that reason some of@iting for the sewers in Pittwater to back up,
the highest readings of giardia and cryptosporidiurﬁogether with th.e undrinkable water and lights that
samples were recorded in that electorate. The fir&Quld not be switched on.

water scare, Sydneywide, was announced when
readings in Palm Beach were above safety levels. At
the time of the second scare, readings in Palm
Beach were five times above acceptable drinkin
water standards.

Mr Tripodi: Go to your electorate office.

Mr BROGDEN: The honourable member for
%airfield has challenged me to do something. When
he is in opposition in six months time he will
At 12.05 am. on 25 August water in Palm undgrstand the difficulties of being in opposition. A_
coalition government would be better because it

Beach was. fognd to contain gryptosporidiqm al ould give the people of New South Wales a better
1,050 and giardia at 347. Interestingly, at the time Oﬁ/nd fairer hearing than this Government has given
those readings the Minister had personally take

the people of New South Wales who are not

charge of the issue. The joint announcement of thf‘epresented by Labor members. It is difficult for

Minister and the Premier to residents to boil the'rlocal members to break through the Sussex Street

water was made at 10.30 p.m. that night—almost 24, of the Government to get basic services for
hours after the Government had tested the water Qfeir constituents. | find it difficult, and it is

the northern beaches at the very tip of the ”Ortheraisgusting for the people of Pittwater. | note the

peninsula. What does the Minister have to say to thﬁresence in the Chamber of the honourable member
people of the northern beaches of Sydney, who hag, | jverpool. In 1996 the honourable member asked
been drinking highly contaminated water for almoste following dorothy dixer of the Minister for

a full day? His Government did not have theyrpan Affairs and Planning:

courage to make an announcement when the testing

was taking place, instructing people to boil water. What is the Government's reaction to a report today of a
dangerous bug in Sydney's water supply?

That leads me to talk about the system that th‘?’he Minister replied in part that Sydney residents

Government has put in place, a system that th re supplied with the cleanest drinking water in the
Premier and the Minister beat their chests about on orld

daily basis. They say they are proud of the systems

that they have put in place for testing and of the fact Mr Amery: That's true.

that they have alerted the public to the need to boil

water. Why did the people of the electorate that | Mr BROGDEN: The Minister says that that is
represent have to wait almost 24 hours after thgue. Clearly he is unaware that Sydney is an
testing to be informed that the water was not fit tointernational embarrassment in terms of water
drink? We are waiting for an answer to thatquality, that without a shadow of a doubt the crisis
question. | doubt that we will ever get an answerwill affect tourism in New South Wales, and that it
certainly not from this Government. The answer willhas had, and will continue to have, detrimental
come from the independent commission that haeffects on the New South Wales economy. The
been established to investigate these matters. Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning said:
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Frankly, attempts to beat up the likelhood of aSydney Water tested the water. Those tests,
cryptosporidium outbreak are little more than scaremongery. conducted two days before the Government

) . ] announced that people had to boil the water,
Who is doing the scaremongering two years laterggicated that the water was contaminated. The

The scaremongering is being done by thissoyernment's initial response was to stonewall, to
Government which has used its authority to cover-upe tg the people of New South Wales and to hope
th_e real issues over a period. In rgce_nt days we haygat the problem would go away. | am referring to
witnessed some stunning hypocrisy in the Chambgpe first scare in July, during which the people of
as Government members have made poor attempiygney had to boil the water. The first warning
to shift the blame. They have even had the gall t9gjated only to a specific section of Sydney but was
stand with their hands on their hearts and say, "Wghen extended to the whole of Sydney on Thursday,
do not want any politics in this; we are simply herezg jyly, when tests conducted at Palm Beach in my

to fix the problem.” The Government has refused tQyactorate of Pittwater clearly showed high readings.
indicate how long people will have to boil their

water, what has caused the crisis and how it will fix On Tuesday, 4 August, all water supplies were

the problem. cleared for drinking. It is fair to say that the people

of Sydney might have thought that the problem was
We are living the big city nightmare. Sydney small and could be solved, and that they might be
is a beautiful city with a population of more thanjjing to co-operate with the authorities for some
four million people. | was born in Sydney and | amtime, However, people awoke on the morning of 26
proud to live in Sydney. However, the people ofaygust to the news that at 10.30 p.m. on 25 August
Sydney cannot drink the tap-water. The Governmerthe Government had announced that they had to boil
has continued to distance itself from Sydney Watefhe water again. That is when people realised that
and is finally being seen as nothing more than ghe problem was greater than first thought. It must
sham. In the doctrine of responsible governmenge remembered that many people went to bed on the
how can the Minister responsible for Sydney Watekyening of 25 August without knowing that the
possibly decide that he will oppose his departmentfater could not be consumed. However, after
The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning haswaking the next morning they had a shower, brushed
been responsible for Sydney Water for about 3%neijr teeth and had a glass of water, only to discover
years. He has intimated through his mediay |istening to the radio in their cars on their way to
commentary that there is a problem with the privatgyork that they could not drink the water. Because
filtration plant, despite the comments on the recorghe Government delayed for 24 hours the
by the Premier and the Minister in support of thatgnnouncement about boiling the water, many people
form of private sector infrastructure funding andpgg already been drinking it. Perhaps we should be
despite attempts to attack the Sydney Water boagateful that the Government delayed for only 24
which the Minister claims is responsible for thepgyrs the announcement about the second scare,

Issue. because it did not respond to the first scare for 48
hours.
The Minister has failed to meet the basic and
fundamental responsibility of any Minister in our Mr McBride: | can't stand this.

parliamentary system, that is, to accept responsibility

for this type of disaster. If he had any honour he Mr BROGDEN: The honourable member for
would resign. He would not force the Premier toThe Entrance says that he cannot stand it. The
sack him; he would resign. However, it is clear thapeople in his electorate of The Entrance do not have

he has decided to dig in and see the crisis through #@is problem. The pathetic attempts of the
the end. He has provided the Government with somgonourable member to provide an argument in

angst. Despite the bravado of Government membersupport of his Government's actions are

it is clear to the Opposition that they are hurting.embarrassing.

and will continue to hurt, as a consequence of this

crisis. How do Government members answer the Mr McBride: 1 live on the beautiful central

people in their electorates who ask when they wilkgast.

be able to drink the water? Members opposite have

no answer, and it is beginning to hurt them in real Mr BROGDEN: People do not think the

terms in their electorates. honourable member is beautiful. Government

members are unwilling to admit that their

The initial outbreak of cryptosporidium and management of Sydney Water has failed. The

giardia was indicated during a warning issued onlividend of $279 million that the Government will

Monday, 27 July 1998. On Saturday, 25 Julyrip out of Sydney Water will be poured into
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consolidated revenue. | would prefer theGovernment over this matter. | believe this issue
Government to pour the money into a safe, cleawill be the nail in the coffin of the Carr
and healthy filtration plant, one on which we canGovernment. In March those Labor members who
rely and which delivers water that we can drinkhave not resigned or walked away will look back in
daily without the need to boil it. The $279 million time from the Opposition benches in this House and
dividend that Sydney Water must pay demonstrata®alise that their inability to deliver safe, clean
the Government's inability to move beyonddrinking water to the community was the issue that
economic management, the rampant managemertnsigned them to opposition.
and style of the Treasurer in the other place, and to
realise that there is more to the game than simply Mrs STONE (Sutherland) [9.42 p.m.]: | am
ripping money out of Government-owned enterprisepleased to be able to speak to the motion of no
if they cannot deliver basic requirements. In thisconfidence in the Government. This is a most
case the basic requirement is to provide safe, cleamportant and significant debate. These vital issues
drinking water to four million residents of Sydney. have been well documented by my colleagues
throughout this debate, and for that reason | will not
It is clear that the Government is unwilling to reiterate the many aspects of this disgraceful story.
act. Why? Earlier this year it delivered a budget thatlt is shameful that a Government has presided over a
was framed by the Treasurer, in a Machiavelliarconfused and disjointed picture for such an
sense, to force the process of electricity privatisatiormportant service. Surely, for our community clean,
to see the budget through. Now that the Governmemsiafe drinking water should not be an unattainable
has backed away from privatisation of electricity ancexpectation.
must forgo the funds that that would have provided
to the Government, it finds itself in a difficult The continuing Sydney water crisis is
budgetary circumstance. The Governmentnprecedented. The long history of faith in public
desperately needs the $279 million that it reaps frormadministration in this city has been damaged in such
Sydney Water. In fact, it would be seeking to extrach way as never before. This is especially distressful
more if it could. But the spotlight is now focussedfor all those who have been working so hard for so
and those tens of millions of dollars will have to belong to deliver a successful Olympics in Sydney.
taken from consolidated revenue rather than going tdhis is indeed a state of emergency—a state of
consolidated revenue, through this dividend, to fixemergency not only for Sydney and a threat to the
Sydney's water system. health and wellbeing of its people, but a state for
emergency for Australia's reputation internationally.
At the same time the Government movedThe undoubted impact on tourism is yet to be
bravely forward to increase the charges that weneasured. But the immediate problem is harmful to
residents pay, without any guarantee for the safethe general health of our community, with special
of our water. Under considerable pressure, in theoncerns for our young, our elderly and the
end the Government decided to put a freeze on thgisadvantaged in our community.
proposed increases. | hope, for the sake of the
community, we will soon see the end of this The litany of dramatic events, or should | say
problem. But as an elected representative | canntiungles, has left the people of Sydney wondering
guarantee an end to this crisis in the foreseeablgho is in charge, who is responsible. At the very
future. | cannot guarantee any solution or any suretieast is there some semblance of leadership that
that we will not be boiling our water for some would produce somebody, anybody or even a
weeks or months to come. collective everybody who might have the courage,
but more importantly the intestinal fortitude, to
It would appear that international expertsacknowledge that if one assumes the trappings of
brought here by Sydney Water confirm that thehigh office, either in Parliament or as a Government
Sydney water system is failing. It seems there is nappointee, once accepts the concomitant
hope held out or end in sight or surety aboutesponsibilities and accountabilities that go with that
resolution of our problems. It is a matter of greatposition.
pride that we live in a city that is not only a great
tourist destination today but in just over two years Unfortunately, the reality has been quite the
will be the focus of attention of the entire world. It opposite: confusion, conflicting advice, uncertainty,
is a matter of some embarrassment that we havelack of ownership of the problem, anxiety and an
Government that cannot guarantee that in the longver increasing suspicion that those to whom the
term we will be able to drink our tap water. It is community looks to manage such issues have
with some disappointment that | join my coalition performed poorly. In fact, as the days go by there
colleagues in expressing a lack of confidence in theeems to be increasing evidence that those in
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positions of authority have been incapable of givindhot and sweaty, coming off the soccer field and
co-ordinated views, let alone relieving the real healtlyoing and putting his head under the tap, splashing
concerns that prevail among the people of Sydneyvater all over his face and down his throat. He has
We had the crisis on 30 July, then again on 23orgotten. Mother is horrified. She just says a quiet
August, and yet again as recently as 5 September. little prayer and hopes that he will not become (ill.

The absolutely unacceptable fact associated Home at last, and the family settles down to
with this whole matter is that the Carr Governmendo the homework. Our young mother tells the nine-
is looking for someone else to blame. There havgear-old, "You'd better get your book out of your
been some resignations, with full benefits, just shoitbag, son, you have got to do your homework." Of
of dismissal. Surely it could not be suggested thatourse, during the water crisis the schools have been
anyone in this fiasco who is "shown the door" wouldalerted. The kids have not been able to use the
have the audacity to claim unfair dismissal. Thabubblers so they have been asked to take a bottle of
wonderful, much-used adage regarding where theater to school. The nine-year-old goes to his bag,
buck stops really sums up the current position. Herand what does his mother find? He has not screwed
we have the Premier huffing and puffing better tharthe lid on the bottle of water, so it has gone all over
the big bad wolf ever did in the story of the threethe homework book and the library book. As she
little pigs. In between three separate warninggontains her frustration and cleans it up as best she
Premier Carr has continued to huff and puff. can, mother knows that the library book will need

replacing—another added expense.

The people of Sydney demand accurate
information on a regular basis—information that is Pressing on, the next matter at hand is bath
co-ordinated and not conflicting. Mr Carr was slowtime. She puts the three-year-old in the bath and,
to accept that it is on his desk where the proverbidbefore the stressed mother realises it, the youngster
buck ends. Parents often are attempting desperatelg, sucking the face cloth—certainly not something
in the wake of much opposition in our society, tothat we encourage, but this happens in the best of
instil in their children the concept of responsibility families. She hopes that she has evaded another
and accountability, where action brings reaction andisaster. Dinner preparations are the next thing on
someone must be responsible. How must these sartiee agenda, but before that our young mother has to
parents feel when faced with this crisis, which ismake up the baby's bottle. She looks at the bottles
impacting on our daily lives, and they seeof water that she has bought at great expense and
community leaders dodging and doing some prettthen thinks of the water she has boiled herself. She
quick footwork to avoid accepting the thinks, "I do not think | will risk the bottled water. |
responsibilities for this failure in public think it is pure, but | know the water | have boiled
administration. is probably better. | think | will make that up for the

baby's bottle."

The leader of the coalition, the Hon. Peter
Collins, said in his speech yesterday that he hoped After she has finished with the kids she uses
that many of my coalition colleagues would speak irthe expensive bottled water to rinse the salad
this debate about the plight of their constituentsvegetables. She settles the baby and gets on with the
Whilst | will not be referring to a specific case, | do dinner preparations. She has the salad ready and
wish to highlight some of the difficulties affecting wonders how on earth the rest of Sydney is handling
what | will call my generic family. So, how does this crisis. She thinks, "What was that clever little
this problem affect the typical family? Let us find jingle | heard? 'Mr Carr, | drink water and | also
out by taking a close look at a couple of hours invote." As the mother of four children born within
the life of suburbia. six years, | still have vivid memories of the

pressure-packed hours between arriving home from

A young mother of four children has just school and getting all the kids to bed. As our young
finished shopping at the supermarket. The bill is another lies in bed that night having just cleaned her
little higher this week because of the added expendeeth and inadvertently having rinsed her mouth with
of all the extra bottled water she has had to buy. Itap water, she again mutters to herself, "Mr Carr, |
will probably mean that the family will have to drink water and | also vote."
forgo their Friday night take away, and it probably
means spaghetti bolognaise instead of steak. On the This look at suburbia demonstrates quite
way home mother calls in at the local soccer oval telearly how the Government's failure to provide
collect the 12-year old who has just had a trainingvhat any progressive city like Sydney should expect
session for the forthcoming grand final. Imaginehas not only interrupted the daily routine of
how horrified our young mother is to see her soncountless families and threatened their health but, in
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many cases, has caused considerable financial In my opinion, the decision did not reflect appropriate concern
burden to families that would normally not have had 0" Public health.

to budget to buy their water. There is no doubt that o

this performance of the Carr Government is secont @M sure that the people who live in the Federal
rate. The lack of leadership has been the mos€at of Hughes noted that, and perhaps the outcome
noticeable issue apart from the traumatic presence 8f the Federal election may prove that they have
the parasites in our water. The Government's recof@llowed this issue very carefully and fully

is appalling in the management of this crisis. Thainderstand Mr Hill's involvement. Fortunately, the
drastic cutbacks in finance in past years have meaRgople of the Sutherland shire have been spared the
that important issues of maintenance, new equipmefiduma of the water crisis, but this is certainly no

purchases, research and quality assurance prografignks to Mr Hill. Residents of the Sutherland shire
have obviously been neglected. were exempt from the alert because their water is

supplied from a different source and filtration plant.
The cost to business would be horrific and inThe supporters of Danna Vale, my Liberal colleague
some instances could mean the difference betweén Hughes, have noted the arrogant statement of the
making it financially or not making it. The poor Australian Labor Party candidate, who believes that
current economic environment is bad enough fothis will not have any effect on his chances.
small business, but | ask honourable members to
pause just long enough to consider the extra burden  The real crisis, of course, is the presence of
facing the proprietors of restaurants and take-awaghese life-threatening parasites in our drinking water.
food outlets. The glossy annual reports ancmost equal to this is the crisis in the management
brochures that have been produced by Sydney Watgfocess of informing the public. Whose job is it? |
must now be an absolute embarrassment to thgill illustrate the position quite graphically by telling
Government, as the vision statement and strategi¢ story about four people named Everybody,
planning have failed to deliver the premium servicesomebody, Anybody and Nobody. There was an
they have espoused. Where are the issues ffportant job to be done and Everybody was sure
benchmarking and best practice? These have be@iht Somebody would do it. Anybody could have
lost in the reality of the contamination of Sydney'sqone it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry
water. about that because it was all Everybody's job.
] ] Everybody would not do it. It ended up that
~ Who is responsible for what has been ongeryhody blamed Somebody when Nobody did
failure after another? The Minister for Urban Affairs ,nat Anybody could have done. Perhaps Premier

and Planning, and Minister for Housing was assuring . the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning,
us that information would be available to the public,;nq Minister for Housing Minister; the Deputy

giving the public litle comfort when he was premier, Minister for Health, and Minister for

reported to have said that there was no reason Wooriginal Affairs: David Hill: and the former
believe that this would not happen again whilst thef\/lanaging Director, Chris Pollett, recognise
Deputy Premier, Minister for Health, and MiniSterthemseres in that story
for Aboriginal Affairs was advising us that the water
would be clear by last Sunday night. It probably is The coalition cannot stand by and permit this
irrelevant at this stage as to which night he was : ; : S .

. most serious life-threatening situation to persist
referring to because | suspect that by now there are

few people in metropolitan Sydney who have an)}NIthOUt public questioning and the seeking of some

faith in what they are being told anyway. In fact, asansfactory answers from a Government that has

weekend paper ran a story that said people woulﬁhown nothing but incompetence in the management
still be boiling water by Christmas of this crisis. The adoption of the coalition's 10-

point plan would be one way to help regain the
dshattered confidence of the people of Sydney, who

In the meantime, the former chairman, Davi ) .
gace an escalating water crisis.

Hill, seemed to assume that all responsibility wa:
removed from him with his resignation. He was also

reported in the local press as saying that "the  MrROZZOLI: (Hawkesbury) [10.00 p.m.]: A
McLellan report won't hurt me". Th&t George and Motion of no confidence in the Government is the
Sutherland Shire Leadesf Thursday, 3 September, MOst serious motion that can come before the
reported that Mr McLellan found that on 29 July MrHouse. The Opposition has treated the motion
Hill, the then Chairman of Sydney Water, seriously and has endeavoured to address a wide
significantly influenced a decision to limit the public range of matters which it believes are pertinent to
health warning to parts of Sydney, despite evidencke question of lack of confidence in the

of contamination that could be more widespread. MSovernment. | am surprised, after having put up
McLellan said:; those who are immediately responsible for the
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conduct of this issue, there have been very few | have no doubt at the time the Minister acted
Government speakers. One wonders why that is then the advice of his department. Therefore, the
case. Why are the vast majority of Governmensituation would have been the same irrespective of
members hiding in their offices instead of debatingvhich side was in government at the time. Up to
this most serious motion? Are they putting blindthat point | have no criticism of this Government
faith in the Ministers who have presided over whabecause | believe that when the Minister gave his
is one of the most bizarre incidents in the history ofamous reply in this House to a question by the
the administration of government in New Southhonourable member for Liverpool he was reading
Wales? Are they are embarrassed and humiliated Byom advice prepared by his public servant—Sydney
the circumstances in which they now findWater. | have no doubt he believed at the time they
themselves? were the facts. From the text of his answer it was
obvious he was confident in his remarks. He could
Who is to blame for the current debacle? Wenot have envisaged those words would come back to
have heard the Government blaming the Oppositiohaunt him.
and, of course, we have heard the Opposition
blaming the Government. | take a slightly different To some extent the Government has been
view. In a sense | am not particularly concerned asaught in the -cultural attitude between public
to who is to blame for the situation that hasdepartments and their Ministers. | am interested in
occurred and in a moment | will explain why | takethe current problem. | am distressed that Sydney
that attitude. | am deeply concerned about what ipeople are suffering the most tedious and rather
being done to solve the problem and whether we cashameful circumstance of not being able to drink
be confident the Government is able to solve thevater straight from the tap, as they have done
problem or, indeed, that it even knows what to do tdraditionally, and that we are told we cannot or
solve the problem. should not drink it straight from the tap. The
community is confused and somewhat incredulous
The reason | am not concerned about blaminghat it must follow those instructions, but
someone for the situation is that an examination ofionetheless do so to play it safe. Those
the history, as it has been torturously drawn out ovetircumstances are bad, but | am further saddened to
the last two days, will reveal that the Government ihear of overseas reports about the concern of other
a victim of circumstance. If there had not been aountries about the condition of Sydney water.
change of government at the last election, almost the
same scenario would have resulted and suddenly  When countries with water that no-one will
attention would have been drawn to levels of giardiarink because it is lousy hear that people cannot
and cryptosporidium that are now matters of publidrink Sydney water, they believe that Sydney water
concern. is like their water. People in those countries will
conjure up pictures of the water that flowed down
No-one has suggested that the Minister fothe Tel Aviv river that was the site of the tragic
Urban Affairs and Planning, the Premier, the Leadeaccident which involved Australian athletes. Other
of the Opposition or any other member of thecountries will not view this problem in its true light,
Opposition are technical experts in these mattershat is, that perfectly safe water flows through
None of those people have, nor should they b&ydney's taps all the time. The question mark is
expected to have, the technical expertise to knowver that element of safety. People are now ringing
what is happening in this complex matter. In suclSydney hotels and saying, "I know we have booked
circumstances Ministers take advice from theiin and we really would like to come to Australia,
departments. No doubt the previous Governmeriut we are not prepared to come." | do not travel
took its decisions based on the advice of its publioverseas regularly these days and certainly | do not
servants at that time. If this Government had been itake extended holidays like the honourable member
opposition at that time, it would have taken exactlyfor lllawarra, who travels regularly to parts
the same course. The Government changed at th@known.
election and we heard the Minister's famous
statements in October 1996—I will not bore the Mr McManus: When you wore the wig and
House by going into details—to the effect that thisgown you approved those CPA trips.
giardia-cryptosporidium matter occurred periodically
when someone needed to fill a space in a Mr ROZZOLI: Very few were approved in
newspaper; that it was scaremongering; that themay time compared with those that are approved
was no problem; and that there had been only twthese days. That is why they called me stingy.
previous scares. Friends of mine who have travelled overseas
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recently have told me that of all the news items that | am told that most people during their healthy
appear in overseas newspapers, which normally dadult lives build up an immunity to pathogens such
not contain anything about Australia, the Sydneyas giardia and cryptosporidium. One of the reasons
water problem is the main focus. Why? Sydneypeople are affected when they go to different areas
features worldwide as the Olympic city for the yearis that their systems are temporarily upset by a
2000. This is one of the worst things that coulddifferent strain of these pathogens and that has an
happen to Sydney at this time. Unless the problem isffect on their internal systems. Those of us who
solved quickly it will become increasingly generally stay in one place, those of us who become
distressing and will cost this city dearly. used to the local brand of water, are not at risk and
suffer no adverse consequences. The first and most
Are the giardia and cryptosporidium levelsimportant thing that the Government must do is to
dangerous? The evidence that has been publichetermine the exact nature of the elements of giardia
admitted reveals that there has been no recognisaldad cryptosporidium in the water system and the
outbreak of the symptoms of distress caused by agxact nature of their danger to the humans who
active reaction to those two pathogens. It could beonsume that water. That will be the key to
concluded from this that the variety of overcoming the immediate problem of how much
cryptosporidium picked up in the testing is notcare we need to take when drinking water.
dangerous to humans. According to my reading,
only one variety of cryptosporidium is generally There appear to be two theories in regard to
dangerous to humans and, of course, that may not Iieis problem. One is that it is developing in the
the particular variety that has been found in Sydneyeticulation system, that is, after it has been placed
water. | cannot offer an explanation, but it is strangén the system from its natural storage. The other is
that we do not know whether the cryptosporidiumthat it occurs in the natural storage areas or
pathogen found in Sydney's water is the dangerouwsatchments and is transferred into the reticulation
strain. system. One would think, given all the technology
available in the world, it is not an insurmountable
The Government said that it has cleared itselproblem, and tests could be run to clear up once and
of responsibility by being conscientious infor all whether water free of these pathogens was
announcing the levels as they occurred. Even that moming into the system and that they were being
peculiar. For something that contaminates our wategenerated afterwards, or whether contaminated water
in such vast quantities, or that we are toldwas coming into the system and contaminating the
contaminates our water in such vast quantities, it hasystem. If it is developing in the system, the logical
the amazing characteristic of being completely cleastep is to determine what is creating it and, if that
for a number of days and then returning tocannot be counteracted—and it may not be
contaminate the water just as the announcement is pmssible—what filtration and treatment processes are
be made that the water is safe to drink. Thenecessary to remove these elements or to nullify
Government is presented with a genuine dilemmaheir effect so that the water that comes out of the
but it is incumbent on the Government to almostap is perfectly fit to drink.
literally shift heaven and earth to solve this problem
as soon as possible. If the catchment is creating the problem, there
is no way it can be cleaned up in the next few
| cannot believe that throughout the worldmonths. In any case it involves filtration and
there is not sufficient technological, scientific ortreatment, because we cannot take risks. We cannot
medical expertise to at least identify the strain ofmanage the catchment completely, because if the
cryptosporidium that is cropping up in our watercontamination does occur in the system, or if it may
system and to conclusively assure us that it i®ccur in the system, proper filtration and treatment
dangerous to humans, and that we therefore need &oe essential. If it comes from the catchment, no
take these precautions; that it is not one of thenatter how clean the catchment is, we cannot rule
varieties that causes us any harm and that we cawut the possibility that at some stage it may happen
return to drinking tap-water quite freely with anin the catchment. Therefore, we will need treatment
assurance that it will not affect our health; or that itand filtration to overcome that possibility. The need
may be a variety of cryptosporidium that perhapdor high-level technology in filtration treatment is
affects a certain section of the community—the venabsolutely essential.
young, the very old, those with impaired immune
systems—and that they may be the only ones who  The Minister has had much to say about this
need to take precautions. That would make lifeaspect and about his foreknowledge of these
much easier for the vast majority of people. problems through his service on the Sydney Water
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select committee. He indicated to the House that hgan upgrade the sewage treatment plants that
was fully aware of these problems and that theurrently are either non-existent or operate poorly
Minister for the Environment was fU”y aware of and Certain|y do not enhance the qua“ty of the
these problems. But 12 months after he wagatchments. We need someone other than Sydney
appointed Minister responsible for Sydney wateryater to carry out an audit of the quality of the
probably on the advice of Sydney Water, hecgtchments. To do otherwise is a bit like putting the
declared that th(_a giardia and cryptosporidium scargoacher in charge of the gamekeeping. There is a
was nonsense, just scaremongering, and proceedggbq for an independent body that has the capacity
to do nothing about the problem. If.|t is true_ that heyg girect Sydney Water and other agencies that may
was aware of the problem from his experience ope going work in the catchment—the leasing areas
the select committee e_md from other investigationg,, spdivision or allowing developments that may
he undertook, he misled the House when h@g aqverse—to not undertake certain actions or to
answered that question in 1996. conduct developments in a way that will not affect
. .. the catchment adversely.
A more cautious and less arrogant Minister
would have said in answer to the honourable  png management of water catchments involves
member for L|ver.pool, | have been told F’V Sydneya complete emphasis on the total water cycle. That
Water the water is perfectly okay but, quite frankly’includes considering the periods of excessive dry
| have some concerns. When | was on the SeI(E(I;Itow and excessive high flow in river systems,

commﬂtge I .h-eard otherwise. _Therefore, as %oming from what we have recently learnt is known
responsible Minister, rather than just accept Sydne: scientific terms as the EI Nifio effect, the long dry
Water's assurance, | have instructed them to take X

this course of action because | believe thesgermds’ and the La Nifia effect, the long wet

) “periods. It is important that we manage the
problems are not being overcome. They are maj rawkesbur -Nepean river system for both the dr
problems, and this Government will address them y-Nep y Y

now. in 1996." and the wet periods. That river system supplies more
' ' than 90 per cent of Sydney's drinking water, so it is
crucial to this whole debate. Fundamental to that is
the raising of the Warragamba Dam wall by the 23
metres recommended by Sydney Water, which was
reed to by the previous Government and

But he did not do that. He did absolutely
nothing. He basked in the glory provided for him by
the initiatives of the previous Government. He
comfortably accepted the assurances of Sydn .

andoned by the current Government. The raising

Water even though he told the House yesterday th ) )
he knew all along that Sydney Water was wrongf)f the dam wall is necessary to provide the flood

Therefore, the Minister has misled the House in gpitigation regarded as being essential to protect the
way that is sufficient to warrant a no confidencellVeS and property of those below the dam.

motion in that Minister. _
It is also necessary—as has been learnt from

Finally | address the question of catchmenf&cent research—to provide a capacity for water to
management. A good amount of my political careeP® Stored behind the existing dam but which, if the
has been involved in this area. | believe théjam were raised to that IeVeI, would p|ace the dam

catchment from which Sydney Water draws its watepnder considerable threat of breaking. The additional
is not in a bad condition. By world standards it isamount of water that can be retained behind the
good. It may not be absolutely pristine—clearly it iscurrent dam, without storage behind the additional
not—but it is not in bad condition. Having said that,23-metre wall, could be used for the purpose of a
there is a need to pay a lot more attention to theéumber of water management strategies, for the
management of our catchments, to the establishmea@dition of riparian flows to the river below for
of controls which will prevent leachate, and waste ofrrigation and for the purpose of environmental
all types working its way into our water storageflows. One may ask why it is necessary to take that
systems. No matter how pristine catchments are, wigsue into account. After all, it is the water that is in
cannot avoid native animals dying in the forest orthe dam that is needed for Sydney's water supply.
as the honourable member for Ku-ring-gai saidWe have been advised by the Minister that one of
doing what they do in the forest. We cannot avoidhe highest readings of cryptosporidium ever taken
those things. was taken at North Richmond water supply storage,
which supplies the areas of Windsor, Richmond,
After periods of excessive flood or bushfire weNorth Richmond and Kurrajong.
cannot be certain there is no deterioration in the
condition of the catchments, but we can put in place Mr McManus: In what year was the reading
controls that will better manage the catchments. Weaken?
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Mr ROZZOLI: The year does not matter. Thelittle more direction and focus in addressing the
point | am making is that the take-off point for problem not only for the health and welfare of the
water supply is below the dam. It comes straighpeople of Sydney and those who visit Sydney now
from the river, and the quality of the water drawnbut in doing something to restore the very tarnished
from the river is at all times much worse thaninternational reputation that Sydney is gaining over
anything one would ever dream of coming from thethis matter.

Prospect facility. There is therefore a responsibility
on this Government—as there was on the previous In the long run, | believe that will be the
Government—to make sure that the general watgravest consequence of this issue. | believe that in
quality in the Hawkesbury-Nepean catchment, botlall probability—although | am not in a position to
above and below the dam, is of a reasonably higbive guarantees because | am not a technical
standard. To do that, water must be held in the darexpert—we did not ever need to boil our water, but
which can be released to increase the environmentake have to wait for that to be proved. Irrespective
flows in the river and prevent the build-up of of whether it is ultimately found that there was a
pollutants that is often a feature of the river belowproblem, the problem that is now being created
the dam. overseas by the crisis of confidence in Sydney as a
destination where one can safely drink tap-water is

In the light of all the evidence currently one that will take a long time and a lot of money to
available and particularly in the light of the claimsovercome. For that reason | believe that the
made by the Minister responsible for Sydney WateGovernment stands condemned and that all
that he has known about all of this for five yearshonourable members should support the motion of
there is clear ministerial responsibility and an urgenho confidence in the Government.
need for the Minister to take a strong hand in the
management of all the complex features that makiPursuant to Standing Order 122(8) Mr Speaker left
up the management and control of the total watethe chair at 10.30 p.rh.
cycle in the Hawkesbury-Nepean river system. As |
said before, that river system is the source of more
than 90 per cent and of the water within the Sydney Thursday, 10 September 1998
water reticulation process.

[Continuation of Tuesday's sittirg.
| support this motion of no confidence not

because | believe that the Government initially didThe House resumed at 10.00 g.m.
other than inherit the problem. On that score |
certainly would not support a motion of no Mr BLACKMORE (Maitland) [10.00 a.m.]: |
confidence, because | believe that initially this wagoin with my Opposition colleagues in supporting the
not something that the Government could have donmotion that this Government no longer possesses the
much about. | support the motion of no confidenceonfidence of the House. A number of members of
because the Minister has, by his own words, damnedy family live in Sydney, including three
himself by assuring the House and the people ajranddaughters, one of whom celebrated her first
New South Wales that he has known about théirthday today. While she was in the bath, she
problem for five years. Having been in governmengrabbed a face washer and immediately sucked on
for 3% years, the Minister has sat on his hands aniti as young children are inclined to do. | became
done nothing until now. Now, however, he seeks t@angry when | realised that the water on that face
blame everyone but himself and his Governmentwasher may have been contaminated. | do not know
Given the knowledge to which the Minister haswhat to say when my relatives ask me what | am
referred, the Government should have done more. doing to ensure the safety of my children and

grandchildren, other Sydney families and visitors to

| support this motion of no confidence alsothis beautiful city.

because of the way in which the Government has
handled the matter irresponsibly. It is not sufficient Residents of the Hunter region do not want a
for the Minister to try to get the Government off thesimilar problem to occur in respect of the Hunter
hook by saying that the Government tells everyon&ater Corporation. | can say with confidence that
when the problem is bad. We appreciate being told;ilunter Water is carrying out exactly the same
if it is now considered important that these levels béesting as Sydney Water. It has increased the
the subject of the reaction we are now witnessingrequency of its testing to one test per week instead
We are grateful for having our health protected. Bubf one test per month. At this stage the water in the
we would like to think that the Government has aHunter is not affected by cryptosporidium or giardia
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and | certainly hope it will not be so affected in the 2. Introduce a Safe Drinking Water Bill similar to the
. legislation enacted by the Clinton Administration.
future. It may appear that | am half-hearted in my
support for the motion, but the fact is that | am 3. Freeze the planned increase in water rates until the crisis is
aware that the problem could have occurred during resolved.
the term of any government. | am open and upfront

about that. 4. Establish an Internet site with up-to-date information on

water quality.

| support the comments made in this House 5. Regularly monitor for cryptosporidium, giardia and other
last evening by the honourable member for p_arqs_ites which have emerged over the past 2-3 years as a
Hawkesbury, but the Government's lack of action  Significant threat to Sydney's water supply.
has led me to support the motion of no confidence. 6. Redirect money from this year's predicted $279 million
What would have happened if the coalition had been Government dividend to improvements in monitoring and
in government? Would Labor, in opposition, have filtration treatment.
moved a motion of no confidence in the coalition? |
can recall a number of motions seeking the
pmduc“on of various documents. In addition, 8. Transfer responsibility for issuing health warnings from
numerous motions of no confidence in successive  sydney Water to the Public Health Unit of the Department
governments have been moved during my term as a  of Health.
member of this House. The process is not unique , _
and under the Westminster system of government 9. Tighten access to water catchment areas like Warraggmba

.. . Dam and initiate regular patrols to report on possible

the Opposition has an obligation on behalf of the human and animal contamination.
community to ensure that the Government does the
right thing. 10. Impose statutory obligations on the Minister and

Department to issue health warnings as soon as relevant
information is made available to them.

Provide a $40 rebate to rate-payers on their next water bill.

Sydney will be the showpiece of the world
during the 2000 Olympics and | am greatly o
concerned that the city may be held to ransom b?hat plan was offered by the Opposition in good
extortionists. Honourable members will remembef@ith. This debate has gone on for more than two
what happened with Arnott's Biscuits, Tip Top,days and no doubt we will continue to trade insults
Sanitarium baby foods and Nestlé chocolates. WitA"d apportion blame to each other. However, |
so much information available, it would be a simplebe“eve that it is now time for the Government and
matter for an extortionist to threaten to poison thdhe€ Opposition to work together to combat this
water supply. | certainly hope that that does noProblem, for the sake of the health of the
occur, but if it did how many people would be community and the reputation of this great State.
affected? In recent times many members of this
House and the majority of the people in New South Members of this House are well aware of the
Wales have learned two new words: cryptosporidiunhistory of this matter, which has been quoted often
and giardia. | admit that | was not aware of themjn previous days. | am pleased that the honourable
but those "nasties”, as | call them, and the phras@ember for Waratah is in the Chamber, and | hope
"dangerous faecal bacteria" are regularly used ithat he will contribute to the debate today. | was
news broadcasts. How long have they been in oueminded after referring tddansard that when the
water? House debated the Hunter Water Corporatisation Bill
those honourable members who represent electorates
In the past few days, during the course ofin the Hunter region expressed their concern about
debate on this motion, the Government alleged thahe proposed corporatisation of Hunter Water. Of
Ministers in the former Government were aware otourse, those concerns were revived during the
the existence of those substances in the watelebate on the Sydney Water Corporatisation Bill. On
supply, but what are we going to do about them?hat occasion the Opposition spokesperson for the
The Opposition has offered assistance to thenvironment said:
Government in good faith, but to date that offer has
not been taken up. The Opposition announced a 10- Labor believes urgent steps are required to protect the quality
point plan to minimise the risk of future outbreaks v_vater of New South We_iles. Water is fundamental to human
. . . life and the natural environmén. . The Water Board alone
and r?Store pUb“C confidence in SydnEy water. That represents $14 billion [of a $20 billion economic investment].
10-point plan was as follows: Australians cannot sustain the profligate use of 10 trillion
litres of water each year, nearly 500 litres per person per

1. Appoint a new Water Board based on expertise, not day—water restrictions in Sydney notwithstanding. Water can
political association. no longer be regarded as an infinite resource.
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In relation to the Hunter Water Corporatisation Bill As members of Parliament we have an
the former Opposition spokesperson for theobligation to ensure that we work together to combat
environment said: this crisis, so that we can give a guarantee to the

community and to tourists that our drinking water is
The Opposition opposes strongly any moves to limit thethe best in the world. This crisis could have
access of the community to information held by what ishappened six years ago during the time of the
essentially a public body. 'For years the Sydney Water Boar_tiormer Government, but it has happened right now.
has been accused of being a closed shop which works i he G h botched the iob. M b f
secrecy. Freedom of information legislation has opened th e overnmgnt as botched the _JO - viembers o
board a litle, as have exposés by the Opposition of thdhe ~community no longer believe that the
Sydney Water Board's use and abuse of consultancies. Tl@overnment is able to ensure compliance with the

same problems would occur in the Hunter Water Board if itregulations or the pI‘OViSiOI’l of pure drinking water

were allowed to fall victim to the same dreadful habits of the .
Sydney Water Board in not enlightening the public of itsStralght from the tap. For those reasons | support the

activities. Despite the apparent good intentions of the preseff!0tion of no confidence in the Government.
Hunter Water Board leadership, people do fall into bad habits

when those requirements are not placed on them on a regular Residents in the electorate of Maitland in the
basis. Hunter plan to hold a public meeting on Saturday
because they want to be connected to the sewerage

During the debate on the Hunter Watersystem. They are using a church sewerage system to
Corporatisation Bill the honourable member fortransport sewage into Hunter Water's facilities. The
Waratah alerted the House to the fact thaproblem is one of funding. Those residents have had
dezincification can occur, particularly when brasgo seek the assistance of the church because they
fittings are used in the process. A number ofeen told they must contribute $777,000 towards the
honourable members have attempted to ring warningrovision of the most basic of modern-day facilities:
bells in the past. Now those warning bells are beingewerage. While Hunter residents are forced to wait
rung all too regularly. There is an obligation upon ugor modern facilities, the Government continues to
to ensure the provision of drinking water of a calibretake dividends from these public authorities.
of which we would be proud. | know that some
honourable members, when travelling overseas, have If this basic facility is not provided Hunter
been amazed to find on taps in hotel rooms signkesidents will face the risks associated with raw
indicating that the water is not potable and thaféwage. For example, in the Clarence Town area,
bottled water has been provided for their use. Thathich is on the Williams River in my electorate, the

caused them to think how well off we are in thisGovernment has agreed to provide up to 70 per cent
country. of funding for the provision of sewerage facilities. A

recommendation of the Healthy Rivers Commission,
which was adopted by the Government in this
. T : o ﬁouse, was that a reticulation sewerage system be
in a similar, embarrassing situation. Honourabl laced in Clarence Town. That system will cost the
members will recall the oyster contamination scare,qijents many hundreds of dollars over a 40-year
at Wallis Lake and the successful prosecution of ﬁeriod. Clarence Town is kerbed and guttered, and
motgl—caravan park' owner qt KarL.Jah. undetne water run-off from the area flows into the
Environment Protection Authority legislation. | Williams River, which is a direct take-off point for

listened with interest to comments made yesterdaynter Water to pump water into the Grahamstown
by the honourable member for Sutherland and |yater supply.

congratulate her on her contribution to the debate.

We are entering the final phase of the rugby league Raymond Terrace turf farmers have inquired
season. On television we will see the trainers or thgpoyt the possibility of using secondary water to
zambucks, as we like to call the St John Ambulancgpray turf—a very important use because growing
officers, running onto the field and throwing watertyrf is a big business in the Hunter. Now Hunter
bottles to the players. How easy it would be for ayater wants to charge $17,000 to install the
team that came to Sydney from elsewhere—fopecessary pipes. | do not propose to talk at length
example, the reigning premiers, the magnificenibout this issue, because my colleagues have said
Newcastle Knights—to throw caution to the windwhat needs to be said. The members of this House
and fill their water bottles from the tap. The playerswho represent electorates in the Hunter voiced their
may even be unaware of the contamination. Injuriegoncerns during the debate relating to corporatisation
or open wounds can occur in any type of contactf Hunter Water. They were also quick to voice
sport. Would injured players be at risk whentheir concerns of the corporatisation of Sydney
showering after the game? Water.

Recent events have demonstrated that we a
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| challenge those members to contribute to thiso shift the blame from themselves, rather than
debate to ensure that the problems that occurred providing a solution to the problem. In the
Sydney do not also occur in the Hunter. TheParliament reference has been made to almost every
Opposition has offered to assist. We are sincerperson who has had anything to do with Sydney
about wanting to work with the Government toWater over the past 10, 15 or 20 years. Government
resolve this problem. People cannot continue to boihembers have blamed many people, as well as
water. That is what one expects in a Third Worldcorporatisation and privatisation. They have seized
country. However, this is Australia, this is New everything imaginable in order to shift the blame
South Wales, and to have such a problem thrustom themselves. The people of Sydney do not want
upon the people of New South Wales is not goodo apportion blame and they are not interested in
enough. finding out who is responsible for the crisis. They

simply want a solution to the problem.

Government members can say, "It is all right,
we will win the vote because we have the numbers. Instead of poring through the files and records
This is just a flash in the pan." But membersof past years to find names to which to attach
opposite must be upset and embarrassed by thdame, the Premier and Ministers would have served
crisis. The Opposition has an obligation to move ahe people of Sydney better if they had sat down
motion of no confidence in the Government,with the experts in the field and made a genuine
although it knows that the motion will be defeatedeffort to solve the problem and ensure that it does
that it will not succeed. When will the Governmentnot happen again. The people of Sydney would have
learn that we simply cannot continue to go ourbeen happier if the Premier had simply said that we
separate ways? The offer is on the table. The Leadas a community faced this problem and that the
of the Opposition and the Leader of the NationalGovernment would find out what is causing the
Party have offered to work with the Government tgproblem and ensure that it is corrected. He should
ensure that cryptosporidium and giardia are a thinhave told the people of Sydney that, whatever it
of the past for the citizens of New South Wales. Adakes, however long it takes and whatever cost is
| said earlier, the words "cryptosporidium” andinvolved, the Government will ensure that the
"giardia” have now entered our vocabulary. Weproblem is solved once and for all. The people of
probably had not heard the words before andSydney would have been happier with that response.
frankly, we do not want to hear them again. Ininstead, they have witnessed the appalling sight of
conclusion, | pray that the people in the Huntethe Premier and Ministers searching for someone to
region do not suffer the same fate as the residents bfame for the enormous problem we face.
Sydney have been suffering in the past few weeks.

The people of Sydney are not vindictive. They

Mr GLACHAN (Albury) [10.21 a.m.]: After do not want anyone to be pilloried and blamed and
almost three days of debate not much can be addéldey do not want to see heads rolling over this
to what has already been said about this matteincident. They simply want the problem fixed and
However, | wish to make a couple of remarksthe matter finalised so that they can get on with
Sydney is one of the great cities in the world and irtheir normal lives and Sydney's reputation as a city
the past its water supply has always been regardedth clean, safe drinking water can be restored. |
as of the very highest standard. As | listened to alsupport the Leader of the Opposition's motion of no
the comments about Sydney Water made over theonfidence in the Government. It would be better if
past few weeks, and what was said in the Parliametthte Premier and Ministers exercised their
during the past few days it became obvious that theesponsibilities, solved the problem and ensured that
organisms causing the problems now must havié cannot happen again, instead of continuing to look
been in Sydney's water for many years, if not fofor someone to blame. The people of Sydney want
generations. However, the Government has alertegbod, clean, safe drinking water, and the Minister
the ordinary people to the problem and they haveesponsible for Sydney Water, the Premier and other
been put to the enormous inconvenience of havinGovernment members should give it to them.
to boil every glass of water they drink.

Mr D. L. PAGE (Ballina) [10.25 a.m.]: |

| feel very much for families and for the support the Leader of the Opposition's motion of no
mothers of small children as they must now go taconfidence in the Carr Government over its handling
the enormous trouble of having to boil every drop ofof Sydney's drinking water crisis. The Government
water their children drink, which poses a difficulty has been asleep at the wheel; it has let the people of
for them. | am disappointed that since the crisiSydney down; it has allowed this great city's
began the Premier and Government Ministers haveputation to be damaged on the eve of the Olympic
looked for scapegoats and people to blame in ord€sames; and perhaps worst of all, it has refused as



7234 ASSEMBLY 8 September 1998 NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT

government of the day to accept responsibility foof Sydney that there was nothing to worry about,
the problem and to remedy it as a matter of urgencythat it was all scaremongering by the Opposition and
The people of Sydney are not interested in thethers. In light of what has subsequently transpired
attempts by Government members to blame anyorwbviously the people of Sydney have little faith in
and everything but themselves. The people do na@ny assurance given to the House by the Minister
want excuses, smokescreens or scapegoats; thfey Urban Affairs and Planning. Indeed, throughout
want the problem solved. this water crisis he has adopted more positions than
a yoga instructor. First he adopted the "don't worry,
The Government has offered no solutions tde happy" position; then he adopted the "there is a
the problem. Indeed, it has been paralysed by theroblem, this exercise is more difficult than |
crisis. The Minister responsible and the Premier arthought" position; and then he finally adopted the
interested not in delivering a solution to the peopléit's not my problem, it's your problem" position.
but only in rewriting history. The Government's
inability to come to grips with Sydney's biggest The Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning
environmental crisis means only one thing: if ithas to shoulder his responsibilities and fix the
cannot fix the problem it should move out of theproblem instead of looking for scapegoats and
way and let the coalition do so. The Leader of theblaming others. That is what the people of Sydney
Opposition has prepared a safe water bill and a 1@vant and that is what they deserve. Similarly, the
point plan to solve the problem. | will not detail the Premier, when opening the Prospect water filtration
10-point plan because the honourable member fgslant, said with a flourish, after commending
Maitland has already done so. It is patently cleaeveryone involved in the project, "I would now like
that the Government has no answers. It has beao toast Sydney Water and its fresh filtered water as
asleep at the wheel for the past 3% years, and it ise look towards the 2000 Olympics, when our water
still asleep at the wheel. will be water to the world." Despite several
warnings that there was or might be a contamination
| shall speak only briefly today not because Iproblem, Government Ministers and the Premier
do not have plenty to say but because | want tevere too lazy, too tired or too disinterested to
make a symbolic gesture. The people of New Soutlhvestigate and find out the truth. In our
Wales are not interested in hearing a lot of word§Vestminster system of government the buck stops
from the Government—or anyone else, for thatith the Minister.
matter—about who is responsible for the problem.
They are not interested in playing the blame game.  Try as the Government might to blame David
They want action, not words. The bottom line is thaHill, Chris Pollett, the Opposition, dogs, cows or
despite concerns about water contamination beingnyone else it can think of, the fact is that the
raised as far back as mid-1996, the Government h&@overnment has been negligent in its administration.
done nothing to fix the problem. In July 1996 in thejt does not deserve the confidence of this House.
estimates committee the shadow minister for healtanother aspect that has not received much attention
asked the Minister for Health whether testing forduring the debate is the extent to which the
these contaminants should be undertaken. What wapvernment has been negligent in relation to the
the Ministers response at that time? He scoffed! Hgvarragamba Dam catchment. | refer specifically to
said: the Government's handling of treatment plants in the
catchment, bearing in mind that sewage has been
Routine monitoring for cryptosporidium is not appropriate. identified as a possible source of contamination of
_ Sydney's water. The sewerage systems of Mittagong,
Three months later, in July 1996, a member of thesoylburn, Bowral, Berrima and Bundanoon have
Minister's team in this House asked the Ministeheen dentified as the source of sewage overflow
responsible—so he had time to research the mattgfio the Wollondilly River which, together with the
and prepare an answer—about the Governmeniyy's River, accounts for 60 per cent of water flow

reaction to the report in th8ydney Morning Herald jnto \Warragamba Dam. Peter McClellan, QC, states
of that day about a dangerous bug in Sydney's watg nis second interim report:

supply. The Minister said:

| have been informed that prior to the second event the heavy
rainfall caused sewage treatment plants at Goulburn, Bowral,
Mittagong, Bundanoon and Berrima which lie within the

) Wollondilly catchment which flows to Warragamba to be
That was a planned question from a member of the overloaded.

team of the Minister responsible to the people of
New South Wales for Sydney's water supply. TheSince coming to office in 1995 the Government has
Minister went on to assure the House and the peopleduced the annual allocation for these schemes

Frankly, attempts to beat up the likelihood of a
cryptosporidium outbreak are little more than scaremongery.
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from $75 million under the coalition Government towhole issue has been negligent and it has a lot to
$50 million. That is a reduction of $25 million in answer for.
funds for the country water and sewerage scheme.
But the Labor Government tells the people of New Mr CARR (Maroubra—Premier, Minister for
South Wales that it is trying to fix our water quality the Arts, and Minister for Ethnic Affairs) [10.35
problems. The Government will reap what it sowsa.m.], in response: The Leader of the Opposition has
The Warragamba catchment has serious sewagegoved a motion of no confidence in the
overflow problems. The Government's response haovernment. In moving such a motion he must
been to take 33 per cent of the money out of thelemonstrate that the Government took action, or
system that was allocated as far back as 1995. It isfailed to take action, that led to the contamination of
disgrace! Sydney's water. A motion of no confidence is the
most serious motion a member can move in this
At the same time as the Government has takeBhamber. The member who moves the motion must
33 per cent of funding out of the sewerage andgnake a case to demonstrate that the action of the
water funding for country areas, which has arGovernment has been dastardly or neglectful and,
impact on the Warragamba catchment area, it haserhaps to clinch the argument, that the record of
been sucking hundreds of millions of dollars out ofthe previous Government has been, by contrast,
Sydney Water in dividends rather than reinvestingxemplary.
the money in upgrading infrastructure, whether for
filtration plants within the Sydney area or for If | were the Leader of the Opposition and
sewage disposal in the broader catchment area. Theoved a motion of no confidence in the
people of Sydney do not want words, excusesGovernment, | would have to establish that the
scapegoats or smokescreens; they want the probleBovernment's behaviour on the issue outlined in the
fixed so that they can safely drink the water againmotion was, by all accounts, dastardly; that the
Sydney's international embarrassment can cease, a@dvernment was responsible for the disaster that
its reputation as of one of the great cities in theoccurred; and that, by contrast, the record of the
world can be restored. party | represented on those matters was exemplary.
The question before the House is whether the Leader
The Opposition knows that the Governmentof the Opposition demonstrated either of those
will use its numbers today to win the vote on thethings. | ask all honourable members to ask
motion of no confidence. The Government might gethemselves whether, at the end of three days of
some satisfaction from knowing that it will survive bluster and blatherskiting, it has been demonstrated
the motion of no confidence. However, | can assur¢hat the Government has done or has failed to do a
the Government that so far as the people arsingle thing that has brought about, led to or caused
concerned, if a poll was carried out in regard tocontamination of Sydney's water.
confidence in the Government for its handling of the
Sydney water crisis it would not win. The If | read the transcript of the speech made by
Government will get some satisfaction fromthe Leader of the Opposition | would fail to find a
knowing that the motion of the Leader of thesingle argument, a single fact, a lone revelation, to
Opposition will be defeated on the numbers. Thalemonstrate that I, any Minister or the Government
Government might have the numbers in here, but #is a whole caused the contamination of Sydney's
does not have them in the community. It has to ge#vater. In fact, in a most ironic and paradoxical
serious about solving the problem. outcome at the end of 2% days debate the only
person on trial for the problems surrounding Sydney
The people of Sydney are not interested in th&Vater is the Leader of the Opposition himself. It is
Government's attempts to rewrite history about wha most ironical outcome! It is proof of the paradox
did what back in 1995, 1996 or 1997. They want tahat prevails the human condition: the paradox of
know that the Government has an answer. Obviouslynintended consequences. A motion of no
the Government does not have an answer. It haonfidence in the Government about Sydney Water
been asleep at the wheel for the past 3% years, aedables the House, at some length, to canvass
it is still asleep. The Government has to do the righevidence that points right back to the action and
thing and come up with a solution, but clearly it isinaction of the Government we replaced in March
not able to do that. | have great pleasure in strongl§995.
supporting the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition. Even though the Government may win At the end of 2% days the Leader of the
the vote, it does not enjoy the confidence of theéDpposition faces this big question: why did his
people of Sydney. The Government's handling of th&overnment cover up readings of contamination up
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to five times higher than those that led my There may have been a revelation that would
Government to issue health warnings to the peopleave disturbed the relative tranquillity of this side of
of Sydney? It has not been explained. The coalitiothe House if the Leader of the Opposition had been
attempted some sort of comeback in the Housable to say, "We have scientific evidence; we can
yesterday in question time, but failed miserably teshed some scientific data on this debate. We and we
defend its actions. The second question that he facafone have found the undisputed cause of this
at the end of these 2% days of debate is why hisontamination. Our laboratories have analysed the
Government took the option of the treatment plant atauses, and we can establish that X or Y has been
Prospect that was, according to the evidencthe cause of the contamination." The House would
available to the former Government, technicallyhave been enlightened, and the coalition case for the
inferior to the alternative, although $25 million motion would have been strengthened and
cheaper. That has not been explained. We lookresistible. But the coalition has not done what
forward to question time today. We might bring it American scientists have failed to do, what the
on early. We might even extend it! Water Board and the Health Department have failed
to do or what the McClellan inquiry has failed to do
If the Leader of the Opposition had at this point, that is, to establish beyond dispute the
demonstrated dastardly action by the Governmeticontrovertible cause of the contamination.
and had demonstrated, by contrast, an exemplary
record by the coalition, he would have made his Mr O'Farrell:  We are waiting for Terry
case and the Government would have been hafumble to return.
pressed to prove otherwise. | would have been hard
pressed, even with the loyalty of my colleagues, to Mr CARR: That is an hilarious interjection.
ward off a motion in those circumstances. | wouldNo wonder the honourable member is regarded as
have had to work overtime last night buying drinksthe great win for the Opposition. He is so highly
and making promises. | will not mention cigars,regarded they will not give him a front bench job.
given the Starr inquiry in relation to PennsylvaniaAfter 2% days of debate we are waiting for an
Avenue, but | would have been promisingexplanation from the Opposition on two matters:
preferment to rally support today. why contamination five times higher than any of
that recorded now was covered up under the
The Leader of the Opposition has notcoalition administration, and why, according to its
demonstrated either of those two propositions. Wheawn evidence, the coalition opted for what was the
the Government was faced with evidence otechnically inferior option for Prospect treatment
contamination it openly presented the data to theplant. It is an irony by any measure, after extensive
public as quickly as possible. An inquiry was set updebate on a motion of no confidence in the
and Mr McClellan was brought in to head thatGovernment, that no-one who listened to it, no-one
inquiry. To the best of my knowledge the coalitionwho weighed the arguments, and no-one who
has not criticised his qualifications to head thehonestly appraised it could reach any other
inquiry. The Government made all the resourcesonclusion than that of no confidence in the Leader
available to him. He does not require the powers obf the Opposition.
a royal commission because he is not required to
summons people from prison. Mr COLLINS  (Willoughby—Leader of the
Opposition) [10.44 a.m.], in reply: Government
Anyone who is required to give evidencemembers run from the truth; they cannot get out of
before the inquiry is happy, prepared and willing tothe place fast enough. The Premier has made a rare
do so. Therefore, no coercive power is required. Thappearance in this debate. Members in the public
coalition made a half-hearted call for the royalgallery may not be aware that the Premier rarely
commission, but has not repeated that call. | believappears in these debates. Today we learned why he
it was excessive enthusiasm on the part of thappears so rarely. During this debate the coalition
honourable member for Gosford—he sometimes geteas demonstrated three things. First, Labor ignored
it, sometimes sustains it and we are all the wiser foall the warnings of the mounting crisis. It ignored
it. The inquiry is in place. Moreover, the Minister front-page headlines in 1996 which warned of the
for Urban Affairs and Planning has given an accountryptosporidium crisis; questions asked in Parliament
of the range of measures the Government has set iim 1996; the Health Department's decision to make
place relevant to the catchment, the treatment plantryptosporidium a notifiable condition in 1996;
Warragamba Dam and the distribution system. Bydney Water's 1996 annual report, which branded
shall not repeat those measures as the Minister hagyptosporidium an emerging threat; and evidence
highlighted each one. provided at world conferences on cryptosporidium,
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to which Labor sent delegates with great abandon atyptosporidium and giardia when the threat
taxpayers' expense to examine issues such amerged not six weeks ago, but in 1996.
cryptosporidium and other parasites in our water
supply. The Government says that it needs more
power. It had the power all along. | ask the residents
Nowhere has the Government demonstrated thef Sydney: why have such power if the Government
benefit of those conferences or that it was awake twill not use it responsibly and in a timely manner?
hear the call, the mounting clamour and the warninghe Premier gave that power to his Ministers as one
bells about cryptosporidium in our water supply.of his first legislative actions following the 1995
Second, the Government's bungling made the crisidection, but this Minister chose not to exercise it.
worse and last longer than necessary. Third, anbespite the mounting evidence of a water quality
most important, the coalition, in the run-up to thethreat, front-page headlines in 1996, alarm bells and
election six months away, has produced a plan tquestions in Parliament in 1996—including a
prevent a repetition of this crisis. | will outline that Dorothy Dixer from a Government member to the
plan in this summation. Earlier in this debate theMinister of the day specifically about
Premier challenged me to identify ways in which thecryptosporidium—the Government has failed.
Government contributed to the water crisis. Of
course, the Premier believes he is not responsible; Despite the Health Department making
he is just an innocent bystander. He happens to wortyptosporidium a notifiable condition in 1996—a
in this building but he shuns any responsibility. Hissignal to the Government, if it had been awake—the
message in this debate is to blame anyone, but deater board's annual report identifying giardia and
not blame him. cryptosporidium as an emerging threat in 1996 and
Sydney Water sending staff to conferences around
| take up the Premier's challenge and willthe world, the Minister failed to use his power to
point out how he made the crisis worse. First, he cubrder filtration of the parasites. All these warnings,
funding from country town sewerage schemes bwpportunities and power, but nothing from the
one-third or $25 million. That is $25 million that Government until Sydney was crippled. The damage
will not be spent on avoiding sewage run-off fromto Sydney's reputation is of the utmost concern. A
towns like Goulburn and Mittagong, whose overflowmajor article in theStraits Timeson 1 August 1996
heads straight into Sydney's drinking water when istated:
rains. That is failure number one. Second, he has
pped record divdends from Sydney Water. This 12 e (s, v 1 Sy B ro et
year the figure is $278 million. Over $0'2,5 b|II|on' discovery of a third parasite in the Australiar? city's water
dollars has come off Sydney Water profits, but it g,pply.
has not gone towards cleaning out pipes, better
monitoring or better filtration; rather, it has goneThe New ZealandHerald stated, "Sydney's nice but
into consolidated revenue for non-water relatedlon't trust the taps." The word is out about our
purposes. That $278 million will not be spent oncrisis. It is one of those quirky stories that is picked
better filtration. Instead it will go straight into up by the international media. Sadly, this story has
Michael Egan's coffers. That is failure number tworeverberated around the world over the past six
Third, the Premier oversaw breathtaking bungles andeeks. Our international reputation as the most
delays in notifying residents of the risks they facediesirable city on earth to visit will be affected. The
when the crisis broke Opposition moved a motion of no confidence in the
Government because we want to protect Sydney's
The record now shows that Sydney Water wagmage. There is a lot at stake. Sydney has not even
at war with the Health Department, and David Hillbegun to experience the damaging repercussions to
was at war with everyone. The result was thaits tourism market.
Sydney waited two days for the first boil-water alert
and almost eight hours for the second. That is If Sydney gains the reputation of being a city
failure number three. Fourth, the planning Ministemwith unclean water, people might decide to spend
failed to used his undisputed power under the Statideir holidays at places where they can drink the
Owned Corporations Act. He has always had thawater. In weeks, months or years they might decide
power, which was conferred on him by thisto visit, but that is how long it will take to overcome
Parliament. That Act is in force today, and was inthis situation. The Government was and still is in
force every day of the water crisis. The Ministerdenial. According to the Minister for Urban Affairs
failed to use his power under the Act to renegotiat@nd Planning, the Minister responsible for Sydney
the Prospect plant contract to filter for Water two years ago, the Opposition's specific
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concern about cryptosporidium was nothing moref the new parasites, and the board of Sydney
than scaremongering. Failure number five is that th&Vater was brimming with Labor apparatchiks, not
Premier failed to appoint experts to the Sydnewater experts. The Parliament will hear of more
Water Board. Instead, it is top heavy with theexamples of the Government's failures in the days
Government's mates. It looks like a Labor branclahead.
meeting. At the top of the tree was the chief mate,
the Australian Labor Party candidate for Hughes, It is not a record to be proud of. Th&ydney
David Hill, who always turns up in key Morning Herald of 4 August accurately summed it
appointments under Labor. up with the headline, "Bungled from Day One". The
Premier did not put up a very good defence in this
Mr Schipp: When there is money around. debate. The Premier said his inaction was
appropriate because high cryptosporidium levels
Mr COLLINS: The honourable member for under the coalition Government had not been
Wagga Wagga made an interesting point. When thieported to the public. Yet the Premier's ministerial
news broke, David Hill, then Chairman of Sydneyadvice was that those samples "were not analysed
Water, said, "Why blame me? | am just thefor many weeks and could not be validated". Those
Chairman of Sydney Water on $70,000 a year. Nokey words were omitted from the Premier's
one told me that any responsibilities went with thedocument, which he masked by describing it as a
position. No-one told me it would be a tough jobreport. He did not refer to the ministerial advice
and | might have to deal with important issues." Hewhich said that the tests could not be validated. He
thought he was getting play money, attendanceelied on a report that conflicted with that advice.
money for turning up. He thought that for turning up
and marking the roll he got paid $70,000 a year. Which is accurate? The ministerial advice
Many people would like work like that. | am based on the report is the accurate document from
delighted that the work is no longer available towhich the Premier should be quoting and about
David Hill. However, it took the Government a long which he has lied to Parliament and to the people of
time to make that decision and the rest of the boardlew South Wales. The Premier failed to reveal the
members still hold their positions. bit of the same advice that said treated water
samples showed no cryptosporidium at all. The fact
As a slight digression, it will be interesting to is no cryptosporidium was in the drinking water.
see what happens to David Hill, Labor candidate foLuckily, the Opposition got the same advice, so it
Hughes, former Chairman of Sydney Water, in theset the record straight. But the Premier's secretive
Federal election on 3 October. | predict that he wilrelease of official advice—his selective use of
be shredded by the people in the electorate dhformation, his lies about this issue—highlights the
Hughes. He will be flushed down the drain ofneed for a totally independent inquiry with clout to
history. Having been on the Labor gravy train forget to the bottom of what happened, one that has all
the past couple of decades, his big chance to maketiie powers of a royal commission. The Premier will
as a legislator will fly out the window. It will be not tell the truth in Parliament or outside Parliament.
good riddance to David Hill. On 3 October the
people in the electorate of Hughes will remember Then the Premier shifted his attack towards
above all that he, as the Chairman of Sydney Wateprivatisation. Failing in one area, he thought he
thought that his responsibilities involved only thewould try another. The implicit message from him
signing of a book. and his colleagues was that the Prospect plant,
privately operated, was to blame. The Opposition
The Government is prepared to stack boardthen raised the words the Premier used when he
with its mates but not to give them any instructionsopened the plant: "Crystal clear, healthy and great
about performing the work that is demanded ofasting.” That plant is the same plant he is trying to
them. Clearly, David Hill had no idea what to do,blame. He drank the water on that occasion, so that
nor did Peter Sams, Hill's boardroom buddy frommay explain something. The Opposition also
the Labor Council, or Labor mate Chris Pollett, theproduced evidence of Treasurer Egan telling trade
now discredited chief executive of Sydney Water. unions that he wanted an equity partner for the
have given five examples of the Government'¥rospect company, “so it could fulfil its ambition of
failures which have worsened the crisis. Countngetting into the Asia-Pacific to compete for big
sewerage funding was cut, record dividends werwater and sewerage projects.” Mr Privatisation
carved off and put into the Government's collapsindnimself, Bob Carr, was out there endorsing it all,
budget, breathtaking bungles occurred in publishingaying: good news financiers, come on in, we like
the boil-water alert not once but twice, the planningplants like this. He claimed credit for this plant
Minister refused to use his power to order filtrationdespite the fact that he had not initiated it. He took
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full ownership and revamped the whole thing. He ~ Dr Macdonald: He should have resigned.
accepted full responsibility for that plant in the

endorsement he gave. Now he is trying to back off, =~ Mr COLLINS: As the honourable member
in typical fashion. for Manly so rightly interjects, the Minister for

Urban Affairs and Planning, the Minister responsible
To top it off, the Opposition released a letterfor Sydney Water, should have resigned. Because he
signed in 1992 by Bob Carr, then Opposition leaderdid not offer to resign, the Premier should have
and countersigned by the shadow environmeracked him. The Minister made that statement on 1
minister, Pam Allan, effusively praising privateAUgUSt 1998. His answer is that the Government

sector involvement in the water industry. They couldl0€S not have to do anything because the problem
not get enough of it, the more the merrier. The;)""” fix itself. In other words, the Government has

love having the private sector involved in the watef@il€d- The Government has failed to explain to the
industry. In that letter they made a pledge to th@€OPle of Sydney why this crisis occurred and why
water industry that this would apply in governmem‘t continues. The Government has failed to spell out

as it did in opposition, and they thought they coul o Parliament in categorical tgrms precisely what it
do a lot better. There goes privatisation as an excudd!l 4o to make sure such a crisis will never happen
for the Government. again. The Government nominated three
battlegrounds. The first was privatisation. The
qorivate plant at Prospect was to blame, the
overnment said. It took just two days before the

remier had to retreat on that front.

In question time earlier the Premier was force
to concede that privatisation was not the issue, arﬁ
in doing so he conceded the intellectual debate.
Then he argued that the Prospect tenderer was

second best. He said that the government of the da$ The second battle ground was the allegation

at cryptosporidium levels were kept secret under

should have spent more money to choose a differen
e former Government. On that front, too, we

more expensive tenderer, which would have mad .
. . roved their facts hopelessly wrong, and that the
the plant more expensive to build and to run. H

sid Tal i 1id o sheet responiity home ELSTIEL Vo5 SO Shoig ekl fom,
anyone but himself, and with the benefit of 20/20 P y b X

hindsight. Let us not forget that the Premier raise(ﬁhlrd battieground was the claim that the Prospect

enderer was second best. But the Government
none of these concerns when he opened the Prospggt

lant with h fanfare and t0. On that o hveniently ignored the commercial reason that
p'?h f sych_ anta edaf_ g:usho. N tii E[)rt]:cas ?,JUStified the decision and the advice that was given
with a flounshing grand hinale he toaste € NeWind acted upon. In other words, the Government
privatised plant with Sydney water—from the very

. ) failed in its three principal defences and it has
same Sydney water supply that is now crippled. conceded the debate entirely. Members of the

h ior's final bi Government have thrown up their hands, they have
The Premiers final response was to blamey, . in the towel. Sydney is none the wiser about

everyone else. It was never his fault. Instead, hﬁ/hy this crisis happened and about what the
pointed the finger at David Hill, at the board, thes, ermnment will do.

technicians, John Howard, the monitors, Australian
Water Services, the Prospect plant, the previous Today | want to talk not just about the failings

Government, flying foxes, bushwalkers, COWS,f the Carr Labor Government but about the positive
dingoes, dogs, campers and even the rain. He Wegk iions offered by the coalition government in
right through the list. He blamed anyone andysiting. It has a plan to provide safe drinking water
everyone but himself. One would think that this many, e residents of Sydney, water they do not have to
had just walked into public life yesterday, apqj First, we believe information is our best

completely innocent bystander trapped in this nasteapon against water contamination. We will make
situation, about which he knew nothing, for whichyater utilities report to their customers in plain

he had no responsibility, and over which he had ngnglish about the quality of their drinking water.
control, deprived of resources and information. Thi%peciﬁca"y, water utilites will be required to
is the absurdity of the Premier's defence. Then, Witbroduce quarterly consumer confidence reports to
Sydney in uproar, with Sydney's reputation in tatterSyater consumers. These reports must be part of
with the Government in crisis, this is what theeyery water bill, be posted on the Internet, placed in
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning had to say: the print media, and contained in annual reports.

This is a serious problem for Sydney, one which we are Th fid " il do f
dealing with as quickly and efficiently as possible given the € consumer connaence reports will do four

complexity of the system. We anticipate the problem willthings. First, they will tell families whether their
begin to solve itself. drinking water meets the quality expected by
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consumers, and, if not, why not. Second, they wilthe catchment system be opened up for recreational
identify potential sources of any contaminants foungburposes so that people can go waterskiing and
and potential health effects of contamination. Thirdfishing in our catchment area.
they will include specific health advice for people
with medical conditions that weaken their immune Perhaps people could take their yachts up there
systems, making them, as these parasites do, mared a marina could be installed in the catchment
vulnerable to certain contaminants. Fourth, they willrea! That suggestion comes from the Minister for
tell consumers where they can go for moregFisheries. | am not aware of the Premier disciplining
information on water quality. These simple measurethe Minister for Fisheries and saying to him, "Look,
will arm the public with information, the one Bob, you're not allowed to have a marina there. You
weapon they have against contamination. Thesgan't have speedboats travelling over drinking
consumer confidence reports will be part of our Safavater." There has been no rebuke and no leadership
Drinking Water Bill. That is the first element in our from the Premier on this issue. One of his Ministers
10-point action plan to fix the crisis and stop itis proposing such a crazy idea yet he has not been
happening again. brought to account. The idea is still on the books. It
is an idea that, despite the present crisis, the
Second, the Opposition will appoint a newGovernment could well proceed with.
Water Board whose members must be water experts,
not political hacks, not simply representatives of the Tenth, we will impose statutory obligations on
government of the day and of similar politicalthe Minister and the department to issue health
persuasion. In other words, let us get expertise intowarnings as soon as they are told of a risk. We
the Sydney Water Board, expertise that has been sould continue to stand here as politicians trading
lamentably lacking in this crisis to date. Third, theinsults and squabbling about the detail, or we could
Opposition will freeze the planned increase in watechoose to move to fix the crisis. The coalition wants
rates until the crisis is permanently solved. Fourthto move to fix the crisis. We should make a
we will establish an Internet site with real-time up-commitment, here and now, to draw the line, to treat
to-date information on water quality. Fifth, there will Sydney water differently and with the greatest
be regular monitoring for cryptosporidium, giardiarespect and to stop putting out coffee table annual
and other parasites that have emerged in the pasports. Let us have annual reports published on
three years as a threat to our water supply. recycled paper and let us at least have them tell the
truth for a change.
Sixth, the Opposition will redirect money from
this year's predicted $279 million government The Premier has tried to finger everyone
dividend to improvements in monitoring andaround him but he still has not told the people of
filtration treatment and equipment. The first call onSydney why they cannot drink tap water. The
this money should be to fix the crippled waterPremier has failed to tell the people of this the
system, to improve it, to make sure that it isgreatest of Australian cities why they cannot turn on
monitored properly, and to go about treating théhe tap to get a glass of water. By contrast, the
contamination as it is uncovered. Seventh, we wiltoalition has a 10-point action plan to fix this
provide a $40 rebate to ratepayers on their nexifficulty and it has legislation ready and waiting.
water bill, not a paltry $15. It is about time that theThe coalition proposes swift, strong and decisive
Government did some calculations. Theaction—everything the Premier has promised but
inconvenience and the cost families have been put failed to deliver. That is the coalition's positive
amounts to much more than $15, and everybodgolution to the crisis that has so hamstrung the Carr
knows that tenants have no guarantee that they willabor Government. The coalition's message is clear.
get any share of the $15 rebate, paltry as it is, if an®revent another Sydney water crisis. Get rid of the
when it is made. parasites that caused it.

Eighth, we will transfer responsibility for [Debate interrupted.
issuing health warnings from Sydney Water to the

public health unit of the Health Department. Ninth, BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
the coalition will tighten access to water catchment . )
areas such as Warragamba Dam and initiate regular Routine of Business

patrols to report on possible human and animal ]

contamination. The Melbourne water supply system  Motion, by consent, by Mr Whelan agreed
can be contrasted to the Sydney water suppliP:
system. The Melbourne catchment area is
inaccessible, it is well sealed off. Unfortunately, the
same does not apply to the Sydney catchment
system. Then again, a Minister of the Carr (1) the taking of private members’ statements up until 1.00
Government has been mad enough to propose that p.m;

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the
House to continue to sit to consider the following business:



BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

(2) at 2.15 p.m., notices of motions followed by guestions;

(3) the consideration of the notice of motion on the

Commonwealth Games given by the Minister for Sport
and Recreation on Tuesday, 8 September 1998;

(4) the following bills to be brought in and proceeded with up

to and including the Minister's second reading speech:

Law Enforcement (Controlled Operations) Amendment Bill

Banana Industry Amendment Bill

Local Government Amendment (Community Land
Management) Bill

Local Government Amendment (Ombudsman’s
Recommendations) Bill

Harness Racing New South Wales Amendment Bill

Home Invasion (Occupants Protection) Bill;

(5) at the conclusion of the introduction of bills and up until

6.00 p.m. private members’ statements will be taken,
during which no divisions or quorums shall be permitted;
and

(6) at the conclusion of private members’ statements the
Speaker shall leave the chair and the House shall adjourn

without a motion.

NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT

Motion of No Confidence

[Debate resumefl.

Question—That the motion be agreed

8 September 1998

ASSEMBLY 724241

Noes, 47
Ms Allan Mr Martin
Mr Amery Ms Meagher
Mr Anderson Mr Mills
Ms Andrews Mr Moss
Mr Aquilina Mr Nagle
Mrs Beamer Mr Neilly
Mr Carr Ms Nori
Mr Clough Mr E. T. Page
Mr Crittenden Mr Price
Mr Face Dr Refshauge
Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan
Mr Gibson Mr Scully
Mrs Grusovin Mr Shedden
Mr Harrison Mr Stewart
Ms Harrison Mr Sullivan
Mr Hunter Mr Tripodi
Mr lemma Mr Watkins
Mr Knowles Mr Whelan
Mr Langton Mr Windsor
Mrs Lo Po' Mr Woods
Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon
Mr McBride Tellers
Mr McManus Mr Beckroge
Mr Markham Mr Thompson

to—put.

The House divided.

Ayes, 41
Mr Beck Mr O'Doherty
Mr Blackmore Mr O'Farrell
Mr Brogden Mr D. L. Page
Mr Chappell Mr Peacocke
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Phillips
Mr Collins Mr Photios
Mr Cruickshank Mr Richardson
Mr Debnam Mr Rixon
Mr Ellis Mr Rozzoli
Mr Glachan Mr Schipp
Mr Hartcher Ms Seaton
Mr Hazzard Mrs Skinner
Mr Humpherson Mr Small
Mr Jeffery Mr Souris
Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone
Mr Kerr Mr Tink

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton
Ms Moore
Mr Oakeshott

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner

Tellers
Mr Fraser
Mr Smith

Mr Armstrong Mr Debus
Mr Cochran Mr Knight
Mr Slack-Smith Mr Rumble

Question so resolved in the negative.
Motion negatived.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

T. M. FRANKLIN MULTIPURPOSE CENTRE

Mr MILLS (Wallsend) [11.27 a.m.]: Today |
would like to bring to the attention of the House the
celebration of the fulflment of a dream of the
Lambton High School community in the Wallsend
electorate last week with the opening by the
Minister for Education and Training, and Minister
Assisting the Premier on Youth Affairs of the T. M.
Franklin Multipurpose Centre at the school. The
dream started in 1974 when the Lambton High
School was built. Kotara School and Glendale High
School were built in 1968 and 1970, respectively.
Each of those three schools contained a temporary
shelter rather than a school hall. At the beginning it
was recognised that the shelters were very small,
ungainly and relatively unsuitable constructions.
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Nevertheless, in order to maximise the numbeprincipal, lan Martin; the head teacher of science,
of schools built, the construction of halls was putjohn Simpson; and representatives from the
lower down the priority list. The shelters werepepartment of Public Works and Services and the
temporary and would be fixed up soon, it waspepartment of School Education.
thought, but time passed and the quality hall and the
quality performance space did not come into being.  The school community was determined to get
Sometimes they were on the priority list andine pest possible performance space. It made a
sometimes they were not. In 1994 the then Presidegbmmitment to raise $100,000 for a Francis
of Lambton High School Parents and Citizensgreenway and Carlingford model. That model
Association, Diana Bridgman, wrote to me t0 seelgoniained a mezzanine floor with extra seating in
support for securing a new assembly hall for the,qgition to the normal performance space and would
school. give the school a much larger hall than would have

. ) been provided if a sporting model had been used.

Ms Bridgman outlined reasons why the hallpne school met that commitment through successful

was needed. Thqse reasons included: the ex'St"?Qndraising_ | congratulate the school community on
hall was small with no extra room other than theys efforts to raise the extra funds which have

size of a basketball court; there was no stage so thgﬁabled the hall to be built.
each time a special function was held a portable

makeshift wooden stage had to be assembled and
then disassembled; the existing hall could not b'ﬁis great efforts as principal of Lambton High
extended because of its position in the school—iéCh

. ool for 10 years. He had a distinguished career
was enclosed by a quadrangle on one side, a canteen . . .
? . . IR teaching services across the State. He retired last
on the other and lengthwise it would hit other

buildings; the hall was built when the capacity of e and | am delighted that the school community

the school was 400 students and the current capacEUShed hard for the hall to be named after him. The

is more than 1,000 students; and assemblies had ,\}ﬂ?‘??l ; fo:]'mjmttz r?ulclzcitssrfullym pirswﬁetij tt?lf
be held outside and could only be held in fine'\ 'ore! 10 hame the hall alter Someone who 1S S

alive and who had made a significant contribution to
weather. - . :
the school. | thank Minister Aquilina for honouring

| supported the Parents and Citizengﬂs promise to visit Lambton High School. | also

Association. | wrote to the then Minister for thhank ;he prlr;]plpal, Peter Hall% 1;ofr the_ arr?hgemintsl
Education, the Hon. Virginia Chadwick, who replied € made at this most successiul function. The schoo

that there were schools in the Hunter region that hagPmmunity of Lambton High School is delighted

a higher priority for assembly facilities than With its new hall.
Lambton High School. | also wrote to the shadow _ N
minister, who is now the Minister for Education and MrAQUILINA  (Riverstone—Minister for
Training. He responded in December of that yeaﬁducgnon and Training, an_d Minister Assisting the
and was pleased to advise that there was support fofémier on  Youth  Affairs) [11.32 am]: |
the construction of the hall in the immediate futuredcknowledge —the contribution made by the
and that he would include that item in Labor'shonourable member for Wallsend to the construction
Hunter policy. | made a commitment during theOf the multipurpose centre at Lambton High School.
1995 election campaign that Labor's capital work$\s shadow minister | made commitments in relation
program would include the construction of ato the construction of halls at three schools in the
multipurpose centre for Lambton High School. Hunter, schools that had been sorely neglected by
the previous coalition Government. Those schools
| am pleased to inform the House that | havevere Kotara High School, which is in the electorate
been able to keep that commitment. The Minister fopf Charlestown, and Glendale Technology High
Education and Training has kept his promise and th&chool and Lambton High School, which are in the
school community of Lambton High School haselectorate of Wallsend. | am pleased to advise that
been able to fulfil its dream. The planning fundsall three halls have been officially opened and are
were provided in the first Carr Government budgetnpow operational.
the construction funding was provided in the second
Carr Government budget. In October 1995, after the | was pleased to officiate at the official
first Carr budget was handed down, the school heldpening of the Lambton High School multipurpose
a meeting which was attended by the schootentre for a number of reasons. As the honourable
community; representatives of the Parents anthember for Wallsend would be aware, having
Citizens Association, Diana Bridgman, Judyattended the ceremony, it was memorable because of
Jankovics; the principal, Terry Franklin; the deputythe presentation by the school students. Their

| also thank Terry Franklin and acknowledge
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performance was outstanding, particularly thehe highest political and religious levels in Lebanon
renditions by the school band and the school choir. and met with senior politicians in Syria. We saw the
especially enjoyed the performance of a scene fromountry from Qana, Tyr and Kharbat Salem in the
Macbeth by the year 11 drama class, which wassouth to The Cedars in the Mount Lebanon range,
superb. Bane and Becharre in the north. The images and
memories | experienced while in Lebanon will live
It is great to use occasions such as officiawith me forever. Lebanon is governed effectively by
openings to highlight the outstanding academica troika of presidents—the President of the
theatrical and musical talents of schoolchildrenRepublic, the President of the Council of Minsters,
Teachers work very hard to bring out those talents. dr Prime Minister, and the President of the National
extend my congratulations and thanks to the formeAssembly. We were honoured to meet all three.
president of the Parents and Citizens AssociatioWhile each expressed strong ongoing support for
Diana Bridgman, as well as the principal, Peter HallAustralia's close ties with Lebanon, individually they
| congratulate Terry Franklin, who was the principalalso left us with specific messages.
for 10 years; | note that the hall has been named the
T. M. Franklin Multipurpose Centre. Mr Franklin President Elias al-Hrawi stressed the
was a principal of outstanding renown and made amportance of expatriate Lebanese not continuing
dramatic difference to the school. It is appropriateold civil war rivalries in their new homes around the
that he should be honoured in that way. world. That came on the back of as yet unproven
allegations about Australian involvement in a recent
HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR NORTHCOTT terrorist incident in Lebanon. Prime Minister Rafiq
LEBANON TRIP Hariri impressed us all with his vision for a rebuilt
Lebanon based upon a strong, internationally
Mr O'FARRELL (Northcott) [11.34 a.m.]: competitive economy in which tourism would
Within the electorate of Northcott, in the suburb offeature as significantly as it does in our own
Thornleigh, live many families of Lebanesecountry. Speaker Nabih Berri underlined the
background. These honest, hardworking anémportance of an Australian-style public education
enterprising Australians make up some of theystem in ensuring that the conditions for a
300,000 strong Australian-Lebanese community iprosperous, lasting peace were cemented into place
this country. Over the winter recess | was affordedn Lebanon.
the privilege of visiting Lebanon to help me better
understand Australian-Lebanese people generally and  While in Lebanon the delegation met with two
my Thornleigh constituents in particular. The tripof the country's main religious leaders. His
was sponsored by the International Council oEminence Cardinal Nsrallah Sfeir, Patriarch of the
Lebanese Migrants in Australia. | am indebted to itdMaronite Church, echoed the Speaker's comments
President, Ghassan Karaki, for providing thisabout the importance of education. Cardinal Sfeir
opportunity. also took the opportunity to thank Caritas and other
Catholic charities for the support they have given to
The bipartisan delegation comprised, Stevéais social programs, which are helping rebuild
Bracks, MLA, Victoria's shadow treasurer; Eddiecommunities in the wake of civil war. The Mufti of
Micalleff, MLA, a former Victorian shadow minister the Republic, Qabani, leader of Lebanon's Sunni
for ethnic affairs; the Hon. John Hannaford, MLC;community, drew parallels between Australian and
the Hon. Patricia Forsythe, MLC; and ActingLebanese society during the delegation's visit. He
Inspector Chris Boik from the Campsie Local Areasaid that unity through diversity, which is a feature
Command of the New South Wales Police Serviceof Australia's society following our long-term
In addition to Mr Karaki, we were accompanied byimmigration program, should also be a goal for
Richard Mitry and his wife, Sandra, and theirLebanon. Because of his absence from the country,
children, Ritchie and Valdis; Joe Khoury, Editor-in-the delegation was unable to meet Chamseddine, the
Chief of Al Bairak; Fardi Karaki; and Ahmed Head of the Higher Shi'ite Council.
Dirani. Australia's ambassador, His Excellency lan
Parmenter, and his deputy, Sean Singh, provided On Saturday, 18 July the delegation visited
valuable support during the visit. We wereQana, a site known to most of us through ®Bible
impressed by their efficiency and the obviousas the place where Jesus turned water into wine.
expertise in Arab affairs which they bring to theirUnfortunately, Qana has a more recent, less
roles. inspiring, story. Two years ago, on 18 April 1996,
the United Nations compound at Qana was subjected
The eight-day visit was both comprehensiveto a five-minute bombardment by Israeli forces. In
and rewarding. We were afforded access to those Hte course of 35 rounds being detonated in the area,
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a hospital was hit and destroyed. Fifty-two menyelates to location. The strong campaign waged by
women and children sheltering in the hospital wereommunity representatives, organisations and
killed, and another 51 people were killed elsewhereesidents led me to determine that the Yennora site
in the compound to which they had gone in thdas inappropriate. The main concerns raised by the
belief it would be a safe haven. Two of the deaccommunity have been the close proximity of the site
were Fijian United Nations peacekeepers. to Yennora Public School, Yennora railway station
and the adjacent residential area. Furthermore, the
Qana is a sombre site. Its inhabitants haveverwhelming and unanimous view of the
turned the massacre site into a shrine; they call it aommunity is that a methadone clinic will have an
holocaust. As one enters the town one is greeted kadverse effect on the existing social and economic
a sign stating, "Our victims' blood is our voice tosituation of the locality. The development
the world." Qana is a potent symbol to the worldapplication submitted by Dr Nasser was a proposal
about Israel's ongoing occupation of southerfior a doctor's surgery, including a methadone
Lebanon. Israel has struggled hard to ensure its owneatment service. Amendment 20 of Holroyd local
existence as an independent nation. It should providenvironmental plan defines a doctor's surgery as
Lebanon the same opportunity. | support the 20follows:
year-old United Nations resolution 425 seeking the

withdrawal of all Israeli troops from Lebanon. A room or a number of rooms forming either the whole or
part of a building and used by not more than three legally

.. . . . . qualified medical practitioners who practice therein the
I join Cardinal Sfeir in his support for United profession of medicine, and who employ not more than three

Nations resolution 520, which calls for the employees in connection with that practice.

withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanese soil.

No-one committed to democracy and self-Residents have questioned the ability of the
determination could do otherwise. | greatly enjoyedapplicant to comply with these guidelines. They are
my visit to Lebanon. | hope to visit the country of the opinion that the development application
again, this time privately with my wife. My visit clearly establishes that the scale of operation is
brought home to me the stark reality of a countrylikely to be well beyond that permitted by the
which was racked by civil war. It provided a shining definition of a doctor's surgery. On 21 July, despite
example of what can be achieved when people aigignificant community objection, Holroyd City
determined to leave the past behind and argouncil approved a development application lodged
committed to rebuilding a better future. Above all,for a methadone clinic on the site of 24 Norrie
however brief, my visit gave me a better insight intoStreet, Yennora. In the rush to address public
the history, the culture and politics of Lebaneseopposition to the Merrylands clinic, Holroyd City

Australians, both in Thornleigh and beyond. Council jumped at the opportunity to relocate a
Merrylands problem in Yennora's backyard. The
YENNORA METHADONE CLINIC application was opposed by every segment of the

community, and the council in good conscience
Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [11.39 a.m.]: | should not have supported it.

inform the House of my decision to veto any licence
application to establish a methadone clinic in Furthermore, Holroyd City Council's
Fairfield. Recent advice sought from the Crownindependent consultants’ report recommended
Solicitor's Office states that it is legal for a localstrongly against approving the development
member of Parliament to express his or her intentioapplication. Patience has been exercised by all
to veto a methadone licence application before it hasegments of the community during the council
been lodged. Therefore, | have advised the applicarprocess but the end result is unjust, lacks
Dr Nasser, of my intention to oppose the issue of gompassion and is a Holroyd council quick fix at
licence. | have made this decision after carefullyyennora's expense. We need to continue to work
weighing all the issues presented. The decision hagith the Health Department, councils, police and the
been motivated by one consideration: the bestommunity to find alternative sites. We need also to
interests of the people | represent. On one hand thexplore new methods of methadone distribution.
broader community and public health issues had tKeeping in mind the demand for an appropriate
be taken into consideration. On the other hand thmethadone treatment facility in the Fairfield-Holroyd
interests, fears and concerns of local residentarea, we need to find a site that as far as possible
business owners and operators played a dominamtinimises the adverse impact of such a facility on
role in the decision-making process. the surrounding community.

Although most of the attention has been There is strong support for methadone
focused on methadone itself, the issue to be resolvgaograms from the Health Department as a treatment
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for drug addiction and from the Police Service as @ mislead the people of the mid north coast. Indeed,
means of reducing drug-related crime. However, wéealth services on the north coast are farcical.
must all work together and consider the overalDuring the time Mr Sefky has been on the board we
effect of the proposed development in the Yennorhave received the following indicative milestones for
area, including the suitability of the site. Inthe new Coffs Harbour hospital. The first milestone
conclusion, | commend the residents of Yennora fowas completion of the project definition plan on 31
running an extremely focused and intelligentMarch 1998, but that has not been reached. The
campaign to express their views on the matter ansecond milestone was tender and award early works
for taking the time to inform themselves properly onpackage on 1 April 1998—a good date. However,
the issues, arguments and matters involved. that was not done until 15 April—and all we got
was a platform for a hospital.
NORTH COAST HEALTH SERVICES
Mr Jeffery: April Fools' Day.

Mr FRASER (Coffs Harbour) [11.43 a.m.]:
Once again | draw the attention of honourable Mr FRASER: The honourable member for
members to the issue of health services not only i©xley rightly says, "April Fools' Day". The only

Coffs Harbour but also on the mid north coast. fools in this debate are the Minister for Health and
Paul Sefky. The next milestone was tender design
Mr Jeffery: The lack of services. and construction contract on 21 April 1998, but that

was not reached. The final date for receipt of

Mr FRASER: As the honourable member for tenders for the design and construction contract was
Oxley rightly says, the issue is the lack of health30 June 1998. However, the board has not even
services. In the past few weeks | have discoveredalled for tenders. The next milestone is award
that the Mid North Coast Area Health Service hagpreferred tenderer status on 28 July 1998. That has
instructed Coffs Harbour Base Hospital to cut itsnot been reached. The next milestone is award

expenditure by 10 per cent. design and construction contract on 22 September
1998.
Mr Jeffery: Who is the deputy chairman of
the board? Mr Jeffery: Not reached?
Mr FRASER: | shall come to that in a Mr FRASER: It is not 22 September yet. |

moment. The area health board has said that that iisform the House that the contract for design and
not the case. The fact is that Coffs Harbour Baseonstruction cannot be awarded because the board
Hospital and other hospitals on the mid north coastas not completed the preceding schedule of
have overrun their budgets because of insufficiennilestones. The only milestone reached so far is
funding allocations. Indeed, they have been told thahore like a millstone—a piece of concrete and
their funding allocations next year will be the sameanadequate health services. At a recent meeting with
as those for this year. That means that expenditutbe medical staff of the hospital the chairman of the
will be cut by 10 per cent, although the area healtlboard, Dr Philip Houlton, said that 157 beds are
board has denied that. | know that the hospital hasurrently open—the Minister for Health has closed
been told to cut its expenditure because a member af least nine beds that we know of. We also heard
the media repeated to me what he had heard fromthat 95 per cent of all operations at the hospital are
board member about what had been discussed at thegent, which means that there are few elective

meeting. operations. The 157 beds are outdone only by 180
desks and 180 computers. Coffs Harbour hospital
Mr Nagle: Name him! has more desks and computers than beds so that the

Government can hide the real situation.
Mr FRASER: | will name him. The board
member is Paul Sefky, who is a candidate for the When there is a problem the Minister does not
ALP in the Federal election. He has lied to theprovide an extra bed or extra nursing staff; he finds
people of the mid north coast about the trueanother bureaucrat, another desk and another
budgetary problems of the Mid North Coast Areacomputer to print more lies for the people of Coffs
Health Service. Mr Sefky told the journalist that heHarbour. Health funding for the mid north coast is
could not go on the record because he was hidin§163.30 per person, compared with $454 per person
behind board confidentiality. He is not a suitablein the metropolitan area. The Minister for Health has
candidate for election to the Federal Parliament died to us and he has not delivered the promised
for any other election because he is using hiservices. It is a disgrace. A member of the ALP is
position as acting chairman of the area health boaiging to the people of the mid north coast on behalf
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of the Minister. That shows that he cannot be trusteVyong Chamber of Commerce, Jodie Davis,
if he is elected to the Federal Parliament, as thpointing out the following points of agreement
Minister for Health and the Premier cannot bereached at the meeting. It was agreed that the
trusted to deliver health services to the people ofroposed third set of traffic lights between Church
Coffs Harbour. Street and Alison Road would be abolished; the
structure of the interchange would be revised as per
WYONG SHOPPING CENTRE CAR PARKING RTA and council suggestions; no parking spaces on
the western side of the Pacific Highway in the
Mr CRITTENDEN (Wyong) [11.48 a.m.]: | shopping centre would be lost; all parking on the
draw the attention of honourable members to theastern side of the highway will possibly be
loss of car parking spaces at Wyong shopping centremoved; one parking spot on Cameron's Corner
as a result of the Wyong bus-rail interchangavhere the L. J. Hooker real estate office is located
project. Although the Labor Party did not promise tomay possibly be lost; and three additional parking
construct the interchange before the last election, thepaces outside the Grand Hotel are possible. Those
project will come to fruition shortly. Honourable points of agreement are great news for the people of
members may be aware that the Standing Committéa&yong because the car parking problem appears to
on Public Works reviewed the cost of the projecthave been resolved.
Although the then Liberal mayor of Wyong wanted
taxpayers to contribute an extra $1 million to the Wyong requires more infrastructure to improve
project, the standing committee found that the samiés sense of community, and council and government
result could be achieved and at the same time sawdficers acted constructively to overcome problems
$500,000, which is a conservative estimate, ands they arose. Most council officers worked
perhaps even up to $1 million. constructively towards a solution; it is a pity the
Liberal councillors could not do the same. They
There was a slight problem with the have lost credibility, even in the Liberal Party. Both
Department of Transport's parking proposal for thé.iberal councillors were candidates at the recent
bus-rail interchange project because 13 car parkinigberal pre-selection for the seat of The Entrance at
spaces in Wyong shopping centre, on the westerthe next State election and were not successful. That
side of Pacific Highway, were to be lost. There waslemonstrates the goodwill amongst officers of
also a proposal to relocate approximately 50Nyong council. | hope that goodwill extends to the
commuter car park spaces from Wyong to Tuggeratapplication for the proposed Wadalba High School
Many people, including myself, have been activelyand that development will be progressed as speedily
working with the Wyong Chamber of Commerce toas the parking problem was resolved.
help businesses in the Wyong shopping centre grow
so they can provide competition to the newer, bigger MAITLAND LAW AND ORDER
and more expensive shopping centres, such as
Tuggerah Westfield, in order to retain the sense of Mr BLACKMORE (Maitland) [11.53 a.m.]:
community in the Wyong township. On 31 August 450 people attended a meeting held at
Maitland Town Hall to express their concerns
Many business people like Gwen Conti fromregarding law and order in the Hunter. Invitations
the Legends Bakery and Coffee Shop and Johwere extended to the Minister for Police, the
Parmenter from Blooms Chemist were concerned attorney General and the Minister for Community
the loss of car parking spaces because that was tBervices. Only the Minister for Community Services
advantage Wyong shopping centre had over thead the decency to acknowledge the letter and
large shopping centres. The issue came to light onfiprward an apology. The shadow minister for police,
last week and within a short space of timethe shadow minister for community services and the
approximately 300 people had forwarded letters tshadow attorney general were present at the meeting.
the Minister for Transport pointing out the major Many issues were raised at the meeting, including
problem the proposal would cause. The Ministethe horrific accident on the Queen's birthday holiday
acted decisively and sent officials to a meeting heldveekend that resulted in the deaths of Dr Andrew
on Tuesday, 8 September, with representatives of thejszczyk and his friend Maryann Cameron. The
Roads and Traffic Authority, Wyong Shire Council young offender who had stolen the BMW involved
and Wyong Chamber of Commerce. in the crash is at present involved in a court hearing.

The issue now appears to be resolved. | thank  Another incident involved a 19-year-old
the Minister for his forthright instructions to his convicted murderer being allowed home less than
bureaucrats to resolve the matter. | have receivedine months after being sentenced to 14 years gaol
already a letter from the executive manager of théo visit his mother, who, | might add, was at home
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on home detention, and to celebrate his birthdafPresident of Ireland, who addressed this House only
with her. This young offender's residence was 30@ few days ago. A few months ago | had the
metres from the scene of the crime and 300 metrgdeasure of meeting Mr Richard O'Brien, His
from the residence of the deceased person's familigxcellency the Irish Ambassador, and his assistant,
A charge against a 14-year-old relative of thafat Bourne, and other staff members. Richard asked
convicted murderer of assaulting the coach of & | could help to organise the erection of a
women's soccer team was recently dismissed imonument at Hydpe Park Barracks to commemorate
court. The case was dismissed on doli incapethe Great Irish Famine. | joined the committee and
grounds. That means that the prosecution must prodecame actively involved in the organising process. |
that offenders aged between 10 years and 14 yeaasknowledge the members of the committee who
knew at the time of committing an offence that whathave worked hard to achieve the goal set by the
they were doing was wrong and was punishable bgommittee: Tom Power, Martin Coleman, Frank
law. | intend introducing a bill to correct that O'Connell and his wife, Patsy Daggett, Michael
anomaly. In addition, | am concerned at decisions obaley, Fergus Doyle, Steve Carey and my good
magistrates, a concern echoed by those present faend and secretary-treasurer of the committee,
the Maitland law and order meeting. | referMarie Tunks.
particularly to Magistrate Geoff Bradd at Worimi
court. It saddened me and many others to read his  When | joined the committee it had already
comments when a 16-year-old offender who hadaised about $70,000. | organised a function at
appeared before him— Parliament House which was attended by almost 380
people. | am indebted to some of my parliamentary
Mr  ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry): colleagues for their help in organising that function,
Order! | remind the honourable member forin particular the honourable member for Northcott;
Maitland that the standing orders provide that hehe Hon. J. F. Ryan, and that great Irishman, the
should not reflect adversely upon a member of thélon. J. R. Johnson. Donations were also needed and
judiciary. | am pleased to say that at that function the Premier
nominated the sum of $30,000 to the committee and
Mr BLACKMORE: | take that advice on the Lord Mayor of Sydney, Frank Sartor, donated
board, but these comments were mentioned in th#10,000. | understand the Hon. J. F. Ryan and the
Newcastle Heraldoy Jeff Corbett and | shall quote honourable member for Northcott are doing their
from his report. The 16-year-old offender was orbest in another jurisdiction to obtain further
amphetamines and had assaulted his mother addnations to the Great Irish Famine Commemorative
three siblings. This year he had appeared 20 times Monument.
court and the mother had pleaded that he be kept in
Worimi juvenile institution to enable him to go on a When | visited Ireland for the Australian Bar
rehabilitation program. The Department of JuveniléAssociation conference | had the pleasure of meeting
Justice and the police prosecutor urged that ththe President of Ireland and having afternoon tea
offender be confined in Worimi. As reported in thewith her. We discussed the way things are run here.
Newcastle Herald Magistrate Geoff Bradd said, | told her about the need for funding. | attended a
"This is not a care and protection court." golf day organised by a good friend and journalist,
Mel McNally. At that Fianna Fail fundraising
Is a juvenile court not supposed to care forfunction | donated a small gift of parliamentary wine
young people? Is its responsibility not to protect thend the booklFirst Parliamentas a prize. That went
community? | am disappointed at the magistrate'sver well.
comment. | note also on the same day that two
young ladies were given bail after stabbing a man at | was to meet the Prime Minister of Ireland at
Taree and robbing him of $17. This Governmenthat function but unfortunately he was unable to
brought in tough knife laws, yet two offenders usingattend because on that day three young boys were
knives were given bail. These sorts of matterburnt to death in Northern Ireland. | did get to meet
concerned the 450 people who attended the publides Richardson, a close friend and adviser to the
law and order meeting. | plead with the GovernmenPrime Minister, and Mr Rory Brady, senior counsel.
to listen to the concerns of the community. If it doesWith their help | was able to put a submission to the
not, law and order will be a major issue during thePrime Minister of Ireland with regard to a donation

campaign for the forthcoming State election. to the Great Irish Famine Commemorative
Monument, which is to be built at Hyde Park
IRISH FAMINE COMMEMORATIVE Barracks. The President of Ireland commenced that
MONUMENT building process by removing a stone from a wall.
Mr  NAGLE (Auburn) [11.58 am.]: | | am grateful to Mr Paul Bradford, the member

acknowledge the visit to Sydney of Mary McAleese for Mallow in Cork. Many people who left Ireland
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did so through Cork and Cobh to go to the United One cannot run a hospital by remote control.
States of America, Canada, Australia and manyor months | have been asking the Deputy Premier
other countries. With the help of the President ofind Minister for Health—whom | advised | would
Ireland, Mr Rory Brady, Des Richardson, Melspeak on this matter today—to visit Kempsey and
McNally and Paul Bradford and many others whaspeak with concerned citizens about the future of
were able to assist, the President of Irelandheir hospital. | have made numerous representations
announced at Hyde Park Barracks that the Irisby letter, fax and phone on behalf of the Kempsey
Government has promised a substantial donatioeommunity. The Minister says he is too busy. | sent
The amount of the donation is yet to be determinednore than 2,000 letters in one hit to the Minister. It
| am pleased that | helped to negotiate that donationvas a mammoth task, and they reached his desk
| am also indebted to members of the Great Iristearlier this year. The Minister's response denies the
Famine commemorative committee for their helpseriousness of the issue. The Minister will have to
and to President Mary McAleese for the help shestart listening.
has given to enable us to raise that money. | expect
further help from my parliamentary colleagues. A total cook-chill system is not suitable for
Oxley—at Kempsey, Wauchope or Macksville. The
| particularly want to mention Tom Power, Minister will say that a cook-chill system existed
who has done a lot of hard work in raising thatunder the previous Government, but it did not exist
money, and also to Peter Brennan, Chairman of the Oxley. | have an assurance from the shadow
Lansdowne Club. | was also fortunate in London tchealth minister, the honourable member for North
meet Andy Rogers, the Assistant General Managehore, that while there is high unemployment it will
of the Bank of Ireland, and Roy Mantle, public not exist. Oxley has arguably the best kitchen
relations manager of Guinness Brewery. | think wecatering services in New South Wales.
will get some help from them. The parliamentary
function raised $64,000 as well as the $40,000 in A parliamentary inquiry into rural health was
donations, a total of $104,000. The Great Iristestablished by the upper House in response to
Famine Commemorative Monument is well on itsconcerns about threats to our health services. The
way to being built, and we look forward to a greathonourable member for Kiama should be aware that
deal of support from other people, particularlythe inquiry identified very real problems in rural
Guinness Australia and Waterford Crystal, who werareas. At the same time | reiterate that the people of
sponsors of the parliamentary function. There wer&empsey have a great hospital with wonderful staff.
many other sponsors as well. In the next few week®ur latest grandchild was born at that hospital three
people will attend a dinner at Parliament House, anthonths ago. Our daughter-in-law, Susie, said that
I will refer to them at another time and to what wethe care was outstanding and the birthing unit was
intend to do in the future. | thank all those peopleexcellent—even better than Royal North Shore
for their help and continued supporTifne expired  Hospital, where she had her first child.

KEMPSEY HEALTH SERVICES Before last Christmas we saw the closure of
operating theatres and the intensive care unit
Mr JEFFERY (Oxley) [12.03 p.m.]: because the health service was unable to get a
Unemployment in Oxley is being made worse by théemporary replacement for the specialist surgeon,
ill-conceived decisions of the State Laborwho went on leave. The Macksville, Wauchope and
Government which threaten the future of ourKempsey communities have lost touch with their
hospitals and jobs. At Kempsey hospital the linerhospitals since local health boards were abolished.
services, catering, stores, payroll, sterilisationRural community hospital boards must be reinstated
engineering and pathology are at risk, have gone do allow local community input into rural health
are under review. The people of Kempsey andervices and to restore the voice of local people,
districts demand that their hospital is adequatelywho know what is best for their own community. |
funded so that it can provide the services and jobam sure the Minister for Health will blame the
expected by the community. Kempsey hospital has Bederal Government, but he cannot, because the
proven track record and is supported by a carinfrederal Government has given record assistance in
local community with dedicated local employeesmonetary terms. Where is the money going? This
Last Thursday more than 600 people attended week and last week constituents of mine in
public meeting in the mall. They do not want theirKempsey have been signing petitions and meeting
hospital downgraded. The Minister says the hospitakith the Director General of Health, Michael Reid.
is not being downgraded, he is just taking away the
jobs. If that is not downgrading, | do not know what Of particular concern is the review of catering
is. services at Kempsey and Wauchope. The people of
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Wauchope are directing letters through me to the The Government is now providing $1,050
Minister for Health regarding the cook-chill million to rural health services, which represents a
proposal. There are 23.5 full-time jobs in foodmassive 34 per cent increase in funding over four
catering at Kempsey District Hospital. Theyears. Of course, that does not solve all the
introduction of an off-site cook-chill system would problems. There is no doubt that there are
see a reduction of 10 to 12 full-time catering jobs asignificant problems in the health system. There are
Kempsey alone, and several at Wauchope. Beawoblems resulting from the fall-out in private
counters will say that saves 50¢ a meal, but theiinsurance, affecting places such as Kempsey. There
figures are rubbery; they are not comparing appleare problems resulting from the cut in the dental
with apples. That will not be achieved. There will behealth program, affecting country areas in particular.
a lot of waste, and the proposal does not take intdhere are problems resulting from what is called a
account the nutritional value nor the bedside servicecost-shifting penalty by the Federal Government that
New South Wales has suffered as a result of the
Kempsey hospital's catering service meals aractions of the former Government.
100 per cent delivered. With food bought locally and
cooked to order on site there is no waste. This has a  All of those issues have made things difficult.
snowball effect, with meat and vegetables beindhere is also the ongoing difficulty of attracting
bought locally. If this service is removed, | doctors to work in country areas. The Government
understand it will go to Casino. The current meahas embarked on several projects to try to increase
system is most acceptable to the community, with ghe number of doctors working in country areas and
97 per cent satisfaction rate. There will be somét is seeking to improve efficiencies, whether they be
cook-chill meals at the hospital, but only in smallin catering and cook-chill or other areas. The prime
areas. If a cook-chill meal was cooked on Mondayesponsibility is to provide for patients. | am not
in Casino and despatched the next day, it would bgoing to walk away from making sure that the
unlikely to be served before Wednesday. Government gets the best service for patients for the
dollars it is spending. Patients are what the Health
Cook-chill meals cannot be reheated, so mor®epartment is about.
patients would reject them than be prepared to eat
them. Food prepared on site is fully utilised and NALTREXONE DETOXIFICATION
there is no waste. The Minister may ask what
happens if someone wants a boiled egg. As | said, if =~ Mr HARRISON (Kiama) [12.10 p.m.]: Today
services are taken out of town there will be a bring to the attention of the House that | have
snowball effect and local produce, local people andecently travelled to Western Australia and met with
local jobs will all suffer. Already 250 jobs have Dr George O'Neil, who is conducting a clinical trial
been lost at Midio, Macksville, and we are in aof naltrexone in the treatment of opiate drug
disastrous situation. The honourable member foaddition. | took with me a letter of introduction from
Coffs Harbour referred to the acting chairman of thehe Minister for Health, for which | thank him. |
North Coast Area Health Service-Fine expired. also thank the Minister for being present in the
Chamber to respond to this statement. On the
Dr REFSHAUGE (Marrickville—Deputy evening of Tuesday, 28 July, | attended a meeting of
Premier, Minister for Health, and Minister for the naltrexone clinic carers recovery group at which
Aboriginal Affairs) [12.08 p.m.]: | appreciate the former patients of Dr O'Neil, with parents and carers
work of the honourable member for Oxley inof present patients, discussed ways in which they
bringing to our attention issues he faces involvingcould become better equipped in understanding how
my portfolio areas. He has always been strong ibest to manage their own lives while assisting
bringing local concerns to my attention. It isaddicts to break their drug addition.
productive working with the honourable member
because he often tries to find solutions to problems  This was a very interesting and informative
rather than play politics, and | appreciate that. It iexperience for me and my wife, who attended with
important to point out that over the past four yearsne. On the following day, Wednesday, 29 July, my
the Carr Government has increased funding for ruralife and | attended Dr O'Neil's clinic in Subiaco,
health by more than 33 per cent—a massivevhere we spent an entire day observing patients
increase. Never before has so much money been poging treated and former patients being interviewed
into health services in rural areas. No governmerdnd counselled. | was extremely impressed with Dr
has ever provided such a large boost to funding foD'Neil's compassionate and altruistic approach to the
rural health services. needs of people suffering from heroin addiction,
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even to the point of immediately providing rapidof the New South Wales Parliament to visit Dr
detoxification to a young couple who came in offO'Neil's clinic and observe his naltrexone trial at
the street pleading for help. | took an instinctivefirst hand. Dr O'Neil has treated approximately 850
liking to this man and the way that he perceives hisddicts since the commencement of his trial. |

role as a medico. understand that the success rate of his trial is fairly
high.
Throughout the day, when my wife and | sat
in Dr O'Neil's treatment room talking to former Dr O'Neil’s policy is always to have a carer—

patients of his and discussing their progress, | waa mother, father, husband, wife or other close
impressed also with the confidence they expressed person—make sure that the naltrexone is given on a
Dr O'Neil, and observed former patients who wereegular basis to the person going through the
coming into his establishment apparently on aletoxification process, to make sure that that person
regular or semi-regular basis and assisting witlloes not lapse. | have been heartened by comments
voluntary work in the treatment of new patients. Drappearing in yesterday'$ydney Morning Herald
O'Neil expressed some concern about a high-profilattributed to the Minister for Health in regard to the
group from the eastern States that would be visitingrial that is taking place at Sydney Hospital, with 50
him in the immediate future to assess the success per cent of heroin addicts showing improvement
otherwise of his clinical trial. after going through that trial.

| therefore took the opportunity to write to the Dr REFSHAUGE (Marrickville—Deputy
Federal health Minister asking that any high-profilePremier, Minister for Health, and Minister for
group sent over by him for this purpose take theAboriginal Affairs) [12.15 p.m.]: | draw to the
time to visit the carers group, which meets in theattention of honourable members not only the
Church of Christ annexe in Subiaco on Tuesdayaluable information presented by the honourable
nights, after which it might see fit to visit his clinic member for Kiama but also that he paid his own
on the Wednesday and avail of an opportunity tavay for a trip to Israel to examine the progress of
speak with former patients who now assist the triahaltrexone rapid detoxification treatment under Dr
on a voluntary basis. | have since been advised th&faismann just a few months ago. The honourable
this did not occur and that the bureaucrats sent tmember has shown an enormous interest in this
Western Australia by the Federal health Ministelissue and in the wider ramifications of drug abuse.
were interested only in speaking to Dr O'Neil and inHis recent trip to Western Australia to inform
voicing criticisms of the way he was conducting thehimself fully of what is happening there
trials. That is a pity, since | feel the group woulddemonstrates that he is trying to find answers and
have benefited from spending a little more timebring the information to the attention of others.
observing what was taking place.

It is important to recognise that naltrexone has

Today | especially bring to the attention of thenot really gone through a scientific evaluation of the
House the existence in Western Australia of the savigpe that we in New South Wales are conducting.
a mate program—SAM—developed with theThat is why the rest of the world, not just the rest of
assistance of the Australian Red Cross in WesterAustralia, is interested in the trial being established
Australia in conjunction with the Duke of Edinburgh here. | reported yesterday on the pilot, the
award. The program aims to support and encourageeliminary part of the trial being conducted at
young people aged between 15 years and 24 years@dney Hospital. The trial is showing encouraging
risk of life-threatening situations, such as drugesults. As | said many months ago when the issue
overdose, to complete a first aid course. The skillef naltrexone was raised, there is no miracle cure.
gained by those who do this course place them in &his is not a miracle cure. We have all known
position to save a mate should the need arise. Thimiracle cures in a whole range of areas to come and
program, if adopted, could be of great benefit tago. It is important for us to evaluate exactly where
young people in New South Wales, provided, ofaltrexone fits into the scheme of treating drug
course, that no similar program is already operatingddicts.
in this State, and | seek advice on that matter.

It is very important to realise that

| have in my possession two press statementgetoxification is not the difficult part of coping with
one from the Australian Red Cross of Westerrdrug abuse; it is staying off drugs long term that is
Australia, dated 26 July 1987, and the other frondifficult. Detoxification can be achieved in a number
the Western Australian health Minister, dated 2df ways. Naltrexone is a particular drug being used
August 1987, which elaborate on the SAM programfor detoxification under a number of different
In my opinion, it would be beneficial to any memberprocedures involving sedation or general anaesthetic.
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It is the long term that is the real difficulty and it is tried in a criminal court, not the closed juvenile
the Iong term for which we still do not have the full system. Victims, their families and the genera|
answers. | certainly welcome the contribution madeuplic need to see and hear that justice is being

by the honourable member for Kiama. done. | have drafted a letter to the Attorney General
asking for an immediate change of law so that
DEATH OF Mr MARK EVANS victims and their families have full access to the

trial of an accused juvenile, although | know that the
Dr KERNOHAN  (Camden) [12.17 p.m.]: On cyrrent law does not permit that. It is not enough
23 August Mark Evans of Ingleburn was innocentlyjyst to express sincere condolences to Mark Evans'
driving a Woolworths truck southwards on the F amily: his wife, Dewita; his five-year-old daughter,
when he approached the Glenlee Road overpass N&&hley; his seven-month-old son, Navarone; his
Menangle Park. A few seconds later a concrete rocﬁarents, Keith and Helen Evans of Camden south:

weighing approximately five kilograms hit him in 54 his sisters, Marie Evans and Tanya Morris.
the chest, killing him almost instantly. A post-

mortem indicated that Mark Evans died of a severed It is not enough to screen all the bridges over

artery and a ruptured spleen. His death was not Eg\e M4, M5 and F5 at a cost of $3.2 million. All the
acmdentfn was caused by one of a.number of sug ridges on every road cannot be screened, so every
rocI§s deliberately hurled from the bridge to damag?notorist who approaches any overpass must now
vehicles. wonder if some idiot who is out for kicks is waiting

to throw a rock at their car. The Government's

Four men have been charged with the murdeé‘[titude and the treatment of such offenders by our

of Mark Evans: Sean Sutcliffe, aged 25 years; Sea’rl]JdiciaI system must emphasise that such actions are
McGoldrick, aged 21 years; and two unnamed y P

. . remeditated murder. | await to hear the outcome of
juveniles, aged 16 years and 17 years. Allegedly thg . . : . . . .
this trial, which will determine if juvenile
men collected rocks from a Bradbury rockery for the, 7. . . .
. : delinquents are given the green light to commit
express purpose of throwing them at the traffic Onmurder under the auise of mindless fun
the F5. When police arrived to inspect the scene 9 '
where the truck had careened across the road onto
an embankment the accused were still at the scene.
Then they went to a party. It has been reported that .
police arrested McGoldrick the next day when he Mr SULLIVAN  (Wollongong) [12.22 p.m ]: |
was spotted, carrying a camera, with his co-accusdfform the House of an event that occurred in my
on the Glenlee overpass. What remorse did thosgectorate and in other electorates in the lllawarra in
young men show by going to a party after causing ¢ early evening on Monday, 17 August, when,
serious accident and the death of an innocent man?0ver a period of about two hours, 200 millilitres of
rain fell. Within a 24-hour period more than 300
Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough): millilitres of rain fell, causing significant flash
Order! | advise the honourable member for Camdeflooding and storm damage to quite a number of

that this matter is before the courts. She should takeroperties. About 90 homes will either have to be
care not to prejudice the hearing. demolished or to have significant structural repair
work carried out on them. Residents say that the
Dr KERNOHAN: The 16-year-old has crisis lasted for about one hour. | would expect that
already been granted bail and | believe the othepnly now many of those who lost cherished personal
three accused will soon apply for bail. Whatbelongings, such as photographs, have come to
guarantee does the public have that they will noterms with the fact that they simply did not have
reoffend if bail is granted? | call on the Attorneytime to save those precious memories.
General to ask the Director of Public Prosecutions to
immediately appeal the decision. Other delinquents  One person to whom | spoke said, "It started
who still throw rocks from overpasses must bereally pouring down. | walked out the front. There
shown how seriously the New South Wales justicevas no water around. | went back inside and within
system views such actions. According to tBgdney 10 minutes the water was rushing through the house
Morning Herald a train driver was cut by flying up to my waist, and within 40 minutes it was all
glass near Mount Druitt on 7 September, and thgone.” In that period of time his house and
day before that, boys threw rocks onto the F3 apossessions had effectively been ruined. Some
Newcastle. people could swim in their homes. In an endeavour
to escape, one woman had to break glass in the front
| believe that if juveniles 15 years of age orwindows to get herself and her children out of her
over commit serious adult crimes they should b&ome. She suffered significant injury.

ILLAWARRA FLOODING
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Professor Nanson of the University offloating on their lounges only minutes after they had
Wollongong and his associate Kit Bryant have saiheen calmly watching the television or carrying out
that the fundamental cause of the problem is urbagome other domestic activity.
development. Urban development creates hard
surfaces and intensifies the run-off which, rather It is worth mentioning that the people of
than taking a period of time to enter the creekwollongong suffer—as do those in so many other
system, concentrates that flow into a very restricte@laces affected by floods—from great ambiguities in
period of time because the hard surfaces retard thReir dealings with insurance companies. Those who
run-off. They also noted that although the amount ohave been directly affected by flood will, as usual,
rain that falls on the plain near the beach and on thfind it extremely difficult to receive insurance cover.
escarpment is the same, the effect of it on thét is therefore significant that the Premier's
escarpment seems double that on the plain. suggestion of the establishment of a national disaster

fund to cover such circumstances has been endorsed

The topography contributes to anin recent days and declared as a policy by the
intensification of a downpour. It should be Federal Labor Opposition. In the meantime,
remembered that urban floods, as they arBowever, | am sure that the State Emergency
sometimes referred to, are not rare. In the lllawarr&ervice will continue to battle, as it has been doing
they occur about every four or six years, andor months now, with the floods that continue to
Professor Nanson said that between 1984 and 19@ffect various parts of our State. It will do so with
in Sydney 10 such storms have occurred, generallje competence that we have become used to in
centring on about a 10-kilometre radius, so they aréecent times.
not unusual. A commission of inquiry is being
established to examine urban development on the Mr BRETT TAYLOR ALLEGED POLICE
escarpment. Development needs to be curtailed. ASSAULT

Large holding ponds are required to control the Mr ELLIS (South Coast) [12.29 p.m.]: | bring

dispersal of water in a more manageable way. sudR the attention of the House the difficulties faced by

a system exists in a couple of creeks, and they a%?e O:; myr ConSt'tueEtST'hn seeking redress éor bant
noteworthy for the lack of flooding that affects 2/'€9€d Ppolice assaull. ‘The case commenced abou

1
downstream residents. | take this opportunity t4/2 years ago when Mr Brett Taylor, of Old Erowal

- OBay, was arrested at Burwood following an incident
record my appreciation of the work done by the0 which he was a party. Mr Taylor claims that

State Emergency Service, the fire brigades—bot uring the melee both he and his brother were

full-time brigades and rural fire units—the POIiceassaulted by police and sustained injuries. Mr Taylor
Service and the Ambulance Service, which did an yp ) ; y

excellent job in very difficult circumstances in the /&S charged with one count of assault and four

: ; ; counts of resisting arrest. The charges were upheld,
days following the storm. | commiserate with those .
L and he appealed. He sought, and was given, legal

who were affected. | visited many homes and saw. . : .
.aid to pursue action against the police.

many people who were heartbroken about their
losses. It is easy to understand their heartbreak when

. Since this matter was brought to my attention
one sees the damage that was caused to their homﬁgis.lg 9 y

96 | have written on his behalf to the Legal
] o Aid Commission, the Attorney General and the

Mr DEBUS (Blue Mountains—Minister for \inister for Police in regard to the processing of his
Energy, Minister for Tourism, Minister for caqe Mr Taylor has waged a campaign to gather
Corrective ~ Services, Minister for Emergencyeyidence to support his contention that he was
Services, and Minister Assisting the Minister on theyggayited by police but has found extreme difficulty
Arts) [12.27 p.m.]: | take this opportunity to endorsejn having the evidence he needs produced. It is not
the remarks of the honourable member foryny purpose today to argue the merits of this case or
Wollongong. The Wollongong event to which hetg pe judgmental in relation to the incident. That is
referred was one of the most severe in recent timegr someone else at another time. What concerns me
Indeed, it has been described by the emergengy that a pattern of stonewalling by the Police
authorities as a one-in-300-years event. To my minderyice seems to have developed in relation to
it is close to miraculous that only one life was lostattempts to extract information from it. | add that
dUring the eXtraordinarily difficult circumstances Oer Tay|0r approached the po”ce roya| commission
the flash flood which occurred in the middle of thebut was told that his case had to run its natural
night, at the worst possible time. It is, as thecourse before it could be referred to the Police
honourable member said, a great tribute to the skilhtegrity Commission. The difficulty is, of course,
and bravery of the emergency service workers thahat the case cannot run its natural course until all
they were able to rescue people who were literallyhe evidence needed is made available.



PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 72ZB%3

In any event, Mr Taylor was subsequentlyCommissioner of Police direct for information
advised by the Police Integrity Commission that itrelating to operational matters. He did this and was
was not interested in his case, and it was at thatirected back to Inspector Langburne, the FOI
point that he chose to pursue the evidence himseléfficer, to start the whole process over again. This is
With some difficulty and delay, Mr Taylor sought not satisfactory and it seems to me that there has
extracts from the notebooks of the officers involvedbeen a deliberate attempt to cover up aspects of this
and from the police radio log in relation to thecase which would lend credence to Mr Taylor's
incident in which he alleges he was assaultecaccusations. | call on the Minister to institute a
Despite supplying a call sign used by attendanthorough investigation into this case to determine
officers and stipulating specific dates and times, hahether Mr Taylor is being denied justice and
was advised by Inspector C. L. Langburne, thavhether there has been any conspiracy to cover up
police freedom of information officer, that more the events surrounding any illegal actions on the part
information was needed. Mr Taylor was laterof any police officer in this affair.
advised that access was not available because the
operational orders could not be found. DAVIDS LTD STRIKE

He was referred back to Sergeant Grumley at Mr GIBSON (Londonderry) [12.34 p.m.]: |
Burwood police station, who was instrumental in hiscongratulate the workers at Davids Ltd. They are
arrest, and it was he who advised that thdack at work now, but they went through a fairly
operational orders could not be found. Mr Taylorhard time during their eight-weeks strike. Picket
again wrote to Inspector Langburne requestindines are legal in this State and police have never
copies of all reports and documents relating to abeen used to break picket lines. Never in the
internal affairs investigation which he had alreadyindustrial history of New South Wales have we seen
been forwarded by the Ombudsman's Office. Theolice used in the way they were used at Davids Ltd
police then sent him the same 19-page report whicat Blacktown. Davids is Australia's largest wholesale
contained omissions of material crucial to his case tgrocery distribution business and operates
which he was denied access. He subsequently wrotistribution centres at Blacktown and Silverwater in
a letter of complaint appealing the denial of accesblew South Wales, at Fyshwick in the Australian
to the documents, which was passed onto th€apital Territory, and in Queensland, Victoria and
Ombudsman. Mr Taylor also wrote to theSouth Australia. Davids was recently taken over by
Ombudsman stating that a recording tape obtaineal South African multinational company, Metro,
by investigating police had gone missing and thatvhich now owns more than 70 per cent of the Jewel
the typed log was altered to fit the police story. low-price supermarket chain.

The Ombudsman wrote to the police on 31 The store workers in New South Wales and
December last year asking for the documentthe Australian Capital Territory decided to strike
deemed by the police to be exempt from theébecause they could not agree on an enterprise
freedom of information request, plus any associatedgreement, which should have been resolved last
documents. The Ombudsman again advised MsBeptember or October. During the strike the
Taylor that some but not all documents had beenompany took out injunctions and used the strike to
forwarded to him and, in reply, Mr Taylor rightly cut down the facilities and conditions of the workers
asked the Ombudsman why the police explanatioand to try to get on top of the union movement. |
for the missing operational orders was not contestethave no doubt that every big business in this State
On 19 March Mr Taylor again wrote to police would have been interested in the outcome of the
asking for copies of notebook entries and the namestrike. Had Davids been successful | am certain
of officers manning SW554. The police replied thathere would have been a chain reaction in every big
operational orders containing the prefix SW couldvarehouse and business throughout New South
not be found and that in any case they were kept foVales.
only 12 months. The incident occurred in 1994.

Workers at Davids had the temerity to ask for

In the latest twist, on 2 March Mr Taylor a pay rise for the first time in 2% years. They asked
requested the subpoenaed documents that wesaly for a 5 per cent pay rise! The company wanted
produced at Burwood Local Court on 21 Novembeto sack the workers and replace 50 per cent of their
1994. After several telephone calls he was ultimatelpumber with casual workers. Some workers had
informed by letter that these subpoenaed documeriieen employed at Davids for 28 and 30 years, and
were never actually produced in court. He now find$or some it was the only job that they had had since
himself on a treadmill. The Parliamentary Secretaryeaving school. The company used the New South
for Police has advised him to approach théNales Police Service as its private security
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company. That has never happened before. On sortfeat occurs at a designed overflow point. | have been
days more than 10 police attended and on other daysld that the Cronulla sewerage system has 188
as many 174 police were on the picket line. Oroverflow points that act as safety valves to relieve
some days 30, 40 or 50 police vehicles attendethe pressure that can build up when wet weather
from 5.30 a.m. until late at night. | am certain that ifwaste water flows are too large for the sewer, when
people needed to contact a policeman they couldlockages form or when there are mechanical or
simply go to the picket line instead of their local electrical failures.
police station. People could have chosen any
policeman, any size, big, short, black or white. When that happens the waste water overflows
People could have had their pick of the stall! into the nearest available waterway or stormwater
drain. Sewage overflows are designed to protect
The police were the meat in the sandwich; bupublic health by preventing uncontrolled sewage
they should not have been there. Things happenedircharges, or spillages, on private properties. A
during the strike that were not Australian. | wentnumber of constituents in my electorate have
there late one day and | thought | had entered experienced the very problems that the sewage
mediaeval torture chamber. Workers wereoverflows were designed to alleviate. | have received
handcuffed by one hand, as high as possible, ta number of letters from residents, one of which
fences. They were like dead chooks waiting to gatates:
through the processing line. They had been
handcuffed by police who said that this was a little My stormwe_\ter drains are adequate to handle heavy rain but
game—a great litle game calld imimidation. It 71 $50)% 0 e I e vouTe S
should never have happened. Police from Kings have two young boys whogconstantly play ingour backyard a.nd
Cross, Cronulla and all over Sydney as well as | am particularly concemed with the health risks associated
Newcastle were in attendance. There were reports with raw sewage etc overflowing into my backyard. The
that police attended from all over New South Wales. health of my family is of paramount importance to my wife

That is not Australian and should not happen and myself and we should not have to put up with this type of
' inconvenience. My family and my neighbours are disgusted

. . . . with the recent events and strongly believe that this should not
During the Patrick waterfront strike policeé  happen in our backyer. . .

played a passive role. They sat back and made sure

that the picket line did its work, and the picketers,These overflows occur in the Shelly Park area.

the workers and the company got together angnother resident wrote to me about a local matter

arrived at a solution. But at Davids it was totallythat is important to the shire residents. The letter

different. The police did not play a passive role,stated:

they played a very aggressive role. That meant that

the strike, which should have been over in a week or | have two overflows near my home, one in Shelly Park, one

two, dragged on for eight weeks, because the in a friend's _front yard, both of which can clearly be seen by

company was using the Police Service as its private anyone walking along the Esplanade; raw sewage, toilet paper
L7 . ; . etc. is not a pretty sight (a local Sydney Water employee at

security firm. | put to the House that if that situation my request visited these inspection pits 18 months ago, saying

happens in future the company involved should pay it could be a blockage, but then more likely to be inadequate

for the police it uses on the picket line. That is what pipes—was to contact me within the week, | am still waiting!).

happens when police are used at the rugby league

grand final, and the New South Wales RugbyThiS letter is dated 26 August this year. The letter

League picks up the tab. If police are used on pickdtrther states:

lines, the companies that use them should pay the

bill, not the taxpayers of New South Wales. Clearly, even if the proposed new treatment works—

the people in the Cronulla electorate have been

CRONULLA SEWERAGE SYSTEM L .
waiting for new treatment works for some time—

OVERFLOWS

are commenced on tien. . . this will not fix all our problems
Mr KERR (Cronulla) [12.39 p.m.]: The  though hopefully it must improve water quality in Bate Bay.

House has just concluded debate on a motion of no

confidence in the Government because of thé wrote to the Minister about the sewage overflows
Sydney Water crisis. As | said in the Houseand the problems they are causing after a number of
yesterday, fortunately the tap-water in my electorateesidents contacted the Sydney Water board about
of Cronulla is still drinkable. However, my the matter. Indeed, one resident wrote to the water
electorate has other problems, one of which relatdsard as far back as May 1988. Recent downpours
to sewage overflows. A sewage overflow is aof rain have greatly accentuated the problem. Such
discharge of waste water from a sewerage systehmzards to the health of residents is unacceptable.
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Action must be taken urgently to identify and rectify The intersection of Kookaburra Road and Camden Valley Way
Prestons is extremely dangerous and on the morning of the
the Cfr’luse of the_ Sewage oyerflows. The Cronu_"a 12th of August a motorcyclist was involved in a fatal and
area is too beautiful to be literally stained by this bioody collision with an empty bus. The accident was
sewage. Not only is the sewage staining the natural witnessed by over 40 students of William Carey in another

beauty of the area but the Community is crying out school bus. Some of these children are in kindergarten and
f tion t blic health some were traumatised and required counselling. The school
or action 1o preserve public heaith. expended many hours in dealing with this situation.

CAMDEN VALLEY WAY, PRESTONS The school has been asking for traffic lights at this
intersection without result. We do not want any of our

. . children or family members injured or killed at this
Mr L_YNCH (Liverpool) [12.44 p.m.].. I_ draw intersection. Our families report constant near collisions. Any
the attention of the House and the Minister for small error of judgment or mechanical failure could result in a
Roads in particular to a serious situation involving collision, because the spacing between vehicles in times
that part of Camden Valley Way located in relevant to the school (8.00 am - 9.55 am and 2.45 pm - 4.00
Liverpool electorate. Camden Valley Way is under pm) is very limited in both directions along Camden Valley
) ~ Way.
the total care and control of the Roads and Traffic
Authority. It is a busy road that runs from Liverpool We therefore demand immediate action to remedy this
in the north to Leppington and Camden in the south. avoidable situation. Th_ere ha_ve b_een meetings 'and previous
The problems to which | advert were put to me b correspondence especially with Liverpool council about the
p o P y matter. We note the tokenism in erecting a stop sign at the
the Casula Progress Association on 25 August, When jntersection. The sign will achieve nothing because vehicles
| discussed these matters with the secretary of the invariably stop as a matter of course.
association, Mrs Dorothy Miller, and another
member, Mrs Chrissy Newcombe. The problemd understand that Liverpool council is reluctant to
occur at the intersection of Camden Valley Way andonstruct traffic lights at the intersection until
Kookaburra Road at Prestons, an extremelamden Valley Way is Widene_z(_j. That is, the_ council
dangerous intersection which requires immediatéoes not want to incur additional expenditure by
work for the danger to be alleviated. having to relocate the traffic lights when the road is
widened. Under section 94 of the Environmental
There is a problem with vehicles turning rightPlanning and Assessment Act the council has
from Camden Valley Way into Kookaburra Road.Properly collected money from developers to fund
The problem is worse for buses, especially schod/® installation of traffic signals at the intersection.
buses, as Camden Valley Way at this location serveg'® council, not unreasonably, does not want to
as a route for buses travelling to Wiliam Careyinstall lights now because they would simply have to
Christian School at Prestons. At that point CamdeH;a rlppzfl out wh_?hn tthhe ro_a(tj IS Wflene(;l{ A nut;nber
Valley Way is a busy road with one lane of traffic O!  PrObiEms Wi € Intersection have Dbeen

in each direction; the speed limit is 90 kilometresh'gh“ghted' At the meeting with Liverpool counci

per hour. All traffic has trouble turning from subsequent fo the tragic accident a number of

. resident groups expressed their concerns. The
Camden Valley Way into Kookaburra Road but group b

b h iderable difficul , héc)lroprietor of the local bus company said that this
) l:SGS t_ave considerable difficulty turning at the, . ijent was the second crash this year involving a
intersection.

bus at the intersection, and he pointed to a series of

. L ) .. complaints over a period.
The problem is becoming increasingly difficult

because of massive residential development in the Accordingly, | urge the Minister for Roads to

areas s_erved by Camden Valley Way. 'It. is general,')éxpedite the widening of Camden Valley Way so
recognised by all the relevant authorities that thig,; pedestrian lights can be installed at the
part of Sydney is the fastest growing area in NeWniersection of Camden Valley Way and Kookaburra
South Wales. The difficulties were tragically Road as soon as possible. However, in the meantime
highlighted on 12 August this year when aaction should be taken to render the intersection
motorcyC"St was killed in a collision with a bus. | somewhat safer. To that end it has been Suggested to
do not wish to pre-empt any inquiry into the causesne that a swallow treatment be applied to the
of the accident or to attribute blame to anyone fointersection, that is, only the section of road at the
causing the accident. However, the accidenfbcation of the intersection would be widened. That
highlights the longstanding problems with thiswould allow for extra turning lanes and turning
intersection. The Casula Progress Association hapaces into and out of Kookaburra Road. Another
provided me with a copy of a letter from Mr W. issue that should be looked at—and | know that
Wilkie, the principal of Wiliam Carey Christian Liverpool council is pressing the RTA to do this—is
School, which states: a review of the 90 kilometres per hour speed limit.
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On the face of it, reviewing the speed limit wouldrequired to be filled by the hospital to meet its
be sensible. | urge the Minister to review thedelineation criteria; and cutbacks in initiatives to
situation as soon as possible. The progresseet demand on crisis presentations.

association emphasised that further lives will be lost

at the intersection unless something is done. Delays in those matters have created a
continuing increase in demand for services such as
PORT MACQUARIE BASE HOSPITAL up to 50 new client registrations per month, a

mobile community team working on a one to 15
Mr OAKESHOTT (Port Macquarie) [12.49 case load, the daily rehabilitation program
p.m.]: | take this opportunity to express myattendance increasing from nine to 30, scheduling
frustration at the raw and pointless political agendanore patients to Newcastle than the 1994 levels, the
pursued by the Minister for Health yet again ininpatient unit functioning with double the anticipated
relation to the Port Macquarie Base Hospital. Theccupancy rate, and staff working at workloads
local community desperately awaits the communityabove that established as acceptable in other regions,
mental health review that was due to be released iresulting in dramatic increases in sick leave and
April. The six-month delay in releasing this burnout and the possibility of staff leaving the
document, which has been with the Minister forservice due to the failure of the Government to do
some time, has had an impact on service deliverjwo simple things—release the Raphael report and
and staff morale. If it is being withheld for nothing provide subsequently increased funds made available
other than the Minister's determined yet infantilefollowing the report.
political agenda of hate towards the Port Macquarie
Base Hospital, the Minister, who is a medical This issue has local broad cross-political
practitioner, deserves the harshest criticism. support. | have discussed this issue with the local
support group ARAFMI—Association of Relatives
The Port Macquarie Base Hospital mentaland Friends of the Mentally Illl—the local
health service was part of the privatisation of theschizophrenia support group, the local hospital, the
hospital. The decision was made that prior to angommunity board of advice, mental health workers,
contract being signed, the effectiveness of theonsumers of mental health services and even
management of community mental health serviceBustrated but fair-minded local Labor Party
would be subjected to review three years aftemembers. The only person keen to have this report
commencement of the service. The review waselayed is the Minister. | was pleased the shadow
conducted on 16 March by Professor Beverleyminister for health visited and spoke with frustrated
Raphael, who is the director of the Centre formental health workers in Port Macquarie last week,
Mental Health. Commitments were given that theand | thank her for her efforts.
report would be released at best in two weeks and at
worse by Easter, but the report has not been released The message by mental health workers at the
because of ministerial intervention. This issue is nolunchtime meeting was loud and clear: they are
just about politics or the blinkered political views of frustrated at the enormous demands being placed on
one Minister; it is about the denial of clinical needsthem and at their inability to meet the increasing
and the delivery of health services on the mid-nortldemand on local services. Those workers are at the
coast because of ministerial stubbornness arehd of their tether and rightly so. Do we hear
incompetence. anything from the Minister for Health in recognition
of this problem? Unfortunately not. What is worse,
The Minister's petty politics have resulted inthere are rumours and innuendos that the Minister
several distressing clinical events including thehas returned the report on several occasions because
withholding of a national grant of $65,000 for ait was not critical of the local hospital.
joint trial for depression prevention in adolescence;
withholding the appointment of an additional Indeed, one rumour floating around is that the
adolescent worker; not providing previouslyreport will not be released until after the March
promised additional staffing resources; anctlection because—Ilo and behold!—the report has a
withholding funds to upgrade data collection. Thesg@ositive message on which the Port Macquarie
delays have resulted in a lack of development ofommunity can build. Regardless of rumours, the
quality after-hours crisis service; a failure to provideactions of this Minister are impacting directly on the
court liaison services; massive staff frustration; alelivery of mental health services in the Hastings
restriction on the range of available inpatientarea. | strongly urge the Minister to release the
programs; non-appointment of a registrar, a podRaphael report and provide the subsequent necessary



PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 72ZB257

funding for obvious increased demands on théusinesses. These people deserve and need an
service. | strongly urge the Minister again to takeadequate local Commonwealth banking service and
off the blinkers and drop the politics on Portshould not be forced to travel several kilometres to

Macquarie Base Hospital. find that service. The CBA Greenacre branch has
always been and remains a busy branch. The

COMMONWEALTH BANK GREENACRE decision to close it can only be regarded as a further
BRANCH CLOSURE attempt to streamline and reduce branch operations

at the expense of local people. For many years the
Mr STEWART (Lakemba) [12.54 p.m.]: On Commonwealth Bank has been and is an integral
24 August | received a letter from the part of Greenacre's Waterloo Road shopping centre.
Commonwealth Bank of Australia indicating its The bank's management should review its decision
intention to close its Greenacre branch on 2 Octobeto close the Greenacre branch on 2 October.
Astonishingly, this was the first contact | had with
the bank about its decision to close an integral Next Monday | will meet with Mr Dick
branch within my local area. The letter wasPerkins, General Manager, Customer Services
forwarded also to customers, but there had been ridivision of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia.
contact or consultation about the possible closure d@n behalf of the people of Greenacre | shall put a
the Greenacre branch before then. In the letter th&trong case that the bank should rethink or at least
bank stated that the closure was "in the interest giostpone its decision to close the Greenacre branch
striking a balance between the bank's shareholdeusitii a proper and fair dinkum review is conducted
and its customers". of the branch's performance, rather than act on an ad
hoc review or one that simply appeases the short-
The Greenacre branch of the Commonwealtllerm needs of shareholders at the expense of the
Bank is one of the busiest banks in my local area. llocal community or the interests of the bank itself.
certainly is not indicative of a branch running out ofSurely the bank must realise that it will not survive
business. Consequently, it seems that any decisiovithout adequate customer framework and
by CBA management to close the branch cannot beommunity support.
based on customer needs; rather | surmise that the
decision was to appease shareholders at the expense Hopefully, the Commonwealth Bank will be
of many thousands of loyal customers. The closureonvinced that it should reassess this matter to
of the Greenacre branch is another example of thiachieve a win-win result for the bank's shareholders
so-called people's bank losing sight of itsand for the local Greenacre community that has
foundations—its customers, the very people whe@njoyed and used the services of the Greenacre
made the CBA the success it is today. In this light branch for many years. The Commonwealth Bank
can only describe the CBA's approach on this issukas played an important role in bringing other
as one of total disregard for the banking needs ddervices to the area, but a decision like this is of
22,000 local residents and hundreds of localtmost importance for a small strip shopping centre
businesses in the Greenacre area. because if the main bank is taken away other
businesses will be stripped of their viability. Indeed,
The decision of the Commonwealth Bank tothat has begun to happen since the community heard
close its Greenacre and Yagoona branches on rizws of this decision. | urge the CBA to review its
October will significantly hurt my local community. decision to close its Greenacre branch, not only for
The decision was made without communitythe residents of Greenacre and its local communities
consultation and with total disregard for the localbut also to give heart to those living in other
community at a time when the CBA's latest financiaimetropolitan areas and throughout New South Wales
statements released in August show that the baniho have been left without banking services.
attained a massive $1.9 billion profit in the previous
12 months. The Commonwealth Bank advises me RICHMOND CLINIC MENTAL HEALTH

that after the Greenacre branch is closed its SERVICES
customers will have to use other branches in the
local area at Lakemba, Punchbowl or Bankstown. Mr  RIXON (Lismore) [12.59 p.m.]:

This creates a ridiculous situation particularly for thePreviously | have raised in this House the problems
thousands of elderly people who utilise thefaced by families as they try to live with a family
Greenacre branch because many of them amember who suffers from mental illness. Today |
physically unable to travel to other branches. wish to speak about the concerns of my constituents
over the increased use of available services and the
More than 22,000 people reside in theincreased need for new services for the mentally ill
Greenacre area and there are numerous locah the far north coast of New South Wales. | raise
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two major problems. First, some needed servicegxperienced staff are often looking after the clinic's
have never been provided. Second, the services th@bst disturbed patients. The number of beds in
have been provided are at risk of collapsing becausRichmond Clinic needs to be reduced from 25 to 20
the numbers accessing services are increasing th@mediately to allow the clinic to operate
stress level to the degree that staff and facilitiegffectively. Fifteen additional beds need to be made
simply cannot cope. The Richmond Clinic, which isavailable in wards of other hospitals within the area.
attached to Lismore Base Hospital, illustrates howhe immediate need is for 35 beds, while in the
available services are being stressed to dangerolgmger term an allocation of up to 75 beds is sought.
levels.
It is not sufficient to say that the situation may

The Richmond Clinic is a 23-bed gazettedbe relieved once development occurs at Tweed
acute psychiatric unit providing in-patient serviceshospital, as that is three to four years away. | am
for the Northern Rivers Area Health Service, and &urrently aware of the rumoured closure or change
population of approximately 248,440. It is located inof management of the rehabilitation unit or hostel at
an area with one of the highest growth rates in thd45 Ballina Road, Goonellabah. The closure of that
State. It is one of the busiest psychiatric units in thd 0-bed rehabilitation unit would make matters much
State. The rate of separations is the second highesprse. A possible solution would be to use empty
in the State, being 27.6 separations per bewards, wherever they are available, in district
compared with the State average of 18.1. Théospitals such as Casino, Coraki, Mullumbimby and
percentage of scheduled patients is 53 per cent, witlismore. Should the clinic fail to receive assistance
the State average being 31 per cent. The Richmorid the near future a crisis will inevitably occur.
Clinic occupancy rate has increased by 12.2 per cefteadlines such as those in yesterdajsrthern
between 1991-92 and 1994-95. There is no bypas¥ar—"Jails used as de facto hospitals for mentally
policy if the unit is full, so the unit frequently nurses ill"—are causing much concern. | would appreciate
more than its expected number of patients. Transfefge direct intervention of the Minister for Health. |
of patients to James Fletcher Hospital are negligibléirge him to take action about this very serious
At times the clinic has to manage extreme levels oproblem.
aggression, with resulting staff injuries. There are no
supporting specialist units, so the patient mix idMr Acting Speaker (Mr Clough) left the chair at
extreme, ranging from aggressive young males t4.04 p.m. The House resumed at 2.15 p.m.]
frail, aged, depressed women.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

According to a recent survey, the Richmond _
Clinic is understaffed when compared to staffing
levels of other similar size units in the State, the> YDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION
variance from the average staffing levels being .
minus 26.8 per cent. The recent opening of a special Mr COLLINS.:. W_hen can the_ Premier
care unit has further highlighted the inadequat(guarantee that families will be able to drink Sydney

staffing levels of the clinic. The following points of water agt"?"” }’\r’]'tTOlflt Shac\lllng to f':St boil it Thtat 1S
concern are in urgent need of investigation an([ihe question that all sydney wants an answer to.

attention. The present building, which was built in
1990, is totally inadequate for the current numbebpposition said that one of the few things an
and mix of patients. In 1990, 30 per cent Ofopposition can offer is a bit of unity

admissions were involuntary, compared with 70 per '
cent in 1998. Population figures indicate that 75 Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
beds are needed to support the community. Based Member for Pittwater to order.

the national average, that requires a budget of $17

million. However, the current budget does not reach Mr CARR: In other words, his proposition to
$8 million. Thus the mental health facilities of they,, people of New South Wales six months out from
far north coast could be regarded as little more thag, general election is not of policies or an
a fraction of what is needed. alternative—just the hope, just the promise, that the

) ) Opposition can hang together.
Mental health funding per head is only $30,

half of the State average of $60. The high number Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
of extremely dangerous patients, of which 90 pemember for Pittwater to order for the second time. |
cent are classed as psychotic, together with the lowall the honourable member for Northcott to order. |
staffing levels is of grave concern to both staff anctall the honourable member for Baulkham Hills to
patients. Continuity of care is in crisis as lessorder.

Mr CARR: Recently the Leader of the
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Mr CARR: This Parliament has spent 2% Mr CARR: Today | announce a new tactic in
days debating this matter. At the end of those 2%ur fight against drugs: the establishment of
days the Leader of the Opposition cannot offer australia's first drug court at the Parramatta
single shred of evidence that this Governmentgourthouse early next year. This is a bold new
through either action or inaction, has cause@pproach to the drug problem and another step to a
contamination of Sydney water. On the other handsafer community. The sad response of the Leader of
after 2% days the Leader of the Opposition has nahe Opposition to this announcement was reported in
offered an explanation for the fact that back in thehe Northern Daily Leaderon 23 July this year. He
days when he was shareholder Minister withsaid, "Simply putting more police on the beat could
responsibility for Sydney Water—or, variously, solve the problem of drug dependency." The Leader
Minister for Health—there were readings five timesof the Opposition has no creativity, no positive
higher than now exist. solutions, no policies and no answers.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Mr Collins: On a point of order. The Premier
member for Vaucluse to order. | call the honourablés not quoting from theNorthern Daily Leader |
member for Gosford to order. | call the Deputychallenge the Premier to table the document. He was
Leader of the Opposition to order. | call thenot reading from theNorthern Daily Leader It is
honourable member for Vaucluse to order for theanother lie.
second time.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the

Mr CARR: It is no surprise that the numbers Opposition will resume his seat.
on the Opposition side of the House are 14 Collins,

14 Chikarovski, and 10 undecided. It is no wonder Mr CARR: It is only on such a front bench
that the Leader of the Opposition is negotiating thehat the honourable member for Lane Cove could
deputy leader's spot. Neither is it any surprise thdbok an alternative leader. But an alternative leader
the valiant honourable member for Gosford isshe appears to be at this time, up against the
casting an eye at the leader's spot. Honourableadership of the Leader of the Opposition. After
members would be aware that the Governmerttivo months not sitting in the House, this is the best
established the McClellan inquiry, which hasthe Leader of the Opposition is able to do. He has
produced two reports. The Government awaits thlead all that time to prepare tactics and it is pathetic
inquiry's further reports. that the best he can offer as a drug policy is to
suggest that "simply by putting more police on the

Mr O'Doherty: On a point of order. My point beat could solve the problem of drug dependency in
is important for all of question time. It relates tothe community".
relevance and the Premier's failure to guarantee—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is member for Gosford to order for the second time.
involved.

Mr CARR: Drug courts emerged in the
DRUG COURTS United States of America in the late 1980s when
judges saw the need for a new approach to the

Mr NAGLE: My question is addressed to therelated problems of drug addiction and crime. The
Premier, Minister for the Arts, and Minister for first such court was set up in Florida in 1989, and
Ethnic Affairs. What is the status of the now there are 400 across the United States of
Government's plan to create drug courts? America. The weight of evidence suggests

impressive reductions in crime, drug use and

Mr CARR: There is no question that drug recidivism. Long-term hard-core addicts who spend
abuse is one of the biggest problems we face asyaars spinning through the revolving doors of prison
community. It devastates families, disrupts societyand drug treatment systems are finally coming clean.
and imposes a huge financial burden on our health
and criminal justice system. My Government already To give an example, a drug court works for a
has a comprehensive policy to protect theheroin addict who is charged with a drug-related
community from drug abuse—a balance ofoffence such as a property crime. Offenders
rehabilitation, education and a ruthless approach tevolved in sexual offences or offences involving
drug traffickers. violence are excluded from the process. An

assessment team decides an offender is a suitable

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable candidate for a drug court and the offender appears
member for Bligh will remain silent. before the drug court judge. Following a guilty plea,
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the offender is given a choice of going to gaol or Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
getting cured. If the choice is treatment, anymember for Northcott to order for the second time.
sentence is suspended and the offender enters 12
tough months of a rigorous program of drug Mr CARR: He has declined to provide
treatment and rehabilitation, regular appearancégimediate support. Drug abuse is a national issue.
before the judge and frequent random urine testinghe Government will continue to press the
to ensure that he or she is kept drug free. Commonwealth for funding but, if necessary, it will
go it alone. It recognises the destruction that drug
Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much abuse causes families and communities. The

audible conversation on both sides of the Housésovernment is committed to fighting the problem
Members should be aware that the information th&0m every angle. Drug courts are not a panacea.
Premier is providing to the House is important. [fThey are another part of a multipronged approach of

should do so outside the Chamber.
SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION
Mr CARR: Offenders are under intense ] ] o
supervision and strict accountability. An offender ~ Mr PHOTIOS: My question without notice is
receives praise and encouragement when doing wélirécted to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Health,
but for the slightest breach he or she faces a raft g"d Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. When can the
penalties, ranging from the swift withdrawal 01:M|_n|ster guar.antee it Wlll be.safe _fqr families to
privileges to the ultimate sanction of gaol. At thedrlnk water without having to first boil it?
end of 12 months, if the offender is drug free and is
getting his or her life together, he or she graduates Dr REFSHAUGE: | kngw that the honourable
member for Lane Cove will have the honourable

from the program. The judge takes the OﬂEender‘?nember for North Shore as her spokesperson on

Fégggzsfhénstgntiiizum when deciding whether t%ealth matters-, .but | did not realise that the Leader
' of the Opposition does not want the honourable

The drug court system provides the incentiv member for North _Shore either. | have heard also
Flhat the Prime Minister has banned the honourable

that addicts need to break their destructive hab“wember for North Shore from asking me questions

once and for all. About 70 per cent of inmates iNon  health issues because her questions have

New South nges prisons are locked up.because 2 nstantly rebounded on the Federal Government.
drug-related crimes. There must be punishment fofhis persistent lack of performance must be

the crime, but the cause of the crime must b, essing for the Opposition. There is no doubt that
tackled also. The New South Wales drug court W'”the Government, as it has said right from the
be a dedicated court exercising combined Loc8leginning, has engaged the best experts available
Court and District Court jurisdictions. People poth here in Australia and from overseas, and relies,
ellglblg to appear before the Qrug court will havegng will continue to rely, on the advice they
cpmmltted one of the following offences: NoN-provide. If the members of the coalition want to rely
violent theft; possession; fraud or forgery; stealingyy someone else's advice, let it be on their heads.

from a person; unarmed robbery, provided there ishe Government is content to rely on the advice of
no physical harm involved; or dealing in quantitiesintemationa”y renowned experts.

of drugs below the indictable limit.
CANNABIS USE

Participants will be dependent on drugs, facing
a prison term, prepared to admit their guilt, and Mr MARKHAM: My question without notice
willing to participate in the program. Today |is to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Health, and
announce that Her Honour Judge Gay Murrell hasinister for Aboriginal Affairs. What is the latest
been appointed as Australia's first drug court judggesearch on cannabis and its effect on mental health?
She will be supported by a team of health and legal
specialists. Legislation to enable the trial to proceed Dr REFSHAUGE: The Carr Government has
will be introduced this session. Drug treatmenicomprehensive policies to protect the community
services will need to be expanded to cope with thérom drug abuse—from better treatment services to
increased demand. A two-year trial will begin earlyincreased policing.
next year and is expected to cost around $5 million.
| have written to the Prime Minister seeking a Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
Commonwealth contribution for half the cost. member for Bligh to order.
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Dr REFSHAUGE: The Carr Government has the effect of cannabis is THC. The THC content for
taken decisive action to address the problems causkghf cannabis varies from between 1 per cent and 3
by drug abuse. Through the use of drug courts anger cent.
parent education nights, we are allowing the
community to play a part in the solution. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

member for Ermington to order.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Bligh to order for the second time. | Dr REFSHAUGE: All this has changed with
call the honourable member for Ku-ring-gai to orderthe advent of hydroponically grown cannabis, some

of which contains a THC level of 30 per cent, some

Dr REFSHAUGE: The Government's recent 30 times higher than the concentration of leaf
crackdown on methadone shows that it is seriousannabis. That makes cannabis a more dangerous
about making treatment programs work not just foand potent drug than ever before. One in three
addicts but for the entire community. It has neveryoung people in Australia have experimented at one
been easier for parents and families to get answetsne with cannabis.
and help on drug issues. The Government's 24-hour,
seven-day a week Alcohol and Drug Information Mr SPEAKER: Order! Honourable members
Service hotline means that help is just a phone caflhould allow the Minister to deliver his answer
away. The Government is acting comprehensively taithout the present level of uninformed interjection.
fight drugs where they are hurting our families and
our communities. Information and education are two Dr REFSHAUGE: While the latest data
of our best weapons in the fight against drugs. Bghows a very small proportion of young people
keeping parents informed of the latest developmentsetween the ages of 12 and 17 using illicit drugs,
they are better prepared to help their families. there has been an increase in cannabis use. Figures

from a secondary schools survey show that 35 per

The Government is identifying the issues sacent of secondary school-aged youth have
that it can work together with families. What wasexperimented at one time or another with cannabis,
being experienced at the front line in our hospitaland this figure is mirrored throughout Australia. In
with regard to cannabis was most disturbingWestern Australia the figure is 36 per cent, in
Between 1993 and 1997 there had been an almo®ueensland it is 32 per cent, in Tasmania it is 36
10 per cent increase in the number of cannabigper cent, in Victoria it is 36 per cent, and in South
dependent patients suffering from a drug-inducedwustralia it is 32 per cent. As a result of those
psychotic iliness. A patient suffering from psychosidindings | have allocated $75,000 for the
loses contact with reality, hears voices or sees thingtevelopment of a new treatment program
that are not there; his thoughts are confused. Thepecifically designed for young people.
available evidence tends to explode the myth that
cannabis is a harmless drug. Further, New South Wales Health has

produced a cannabis information brochure which

Between 1993 and 1997 the percentage dflearly outlines the issue, the symptoms of cannabis
cannabis-dependent patients suffering from drugise and where parents and families can get help.
induced psychosis rose from 15 per cent to 26 perhis brochure will be available from community
cent. In patients suffering from other forms ofhealth centres. | place a copy of that brochure on the
psychosis the percentage of people dependent d¢able of the House for the information of honourable
cannabis has also increased from 4.5 per cent to 9diembers. The Alcohol and Drug Information
per cent over the same period. There is significarbervice—ADIS—hotline is open 24 hours a day to
anecdotal evidence to suggest that there is a linfrovide answers to questions about drug use and to
between cannabis use and mental illness. We knowffer counselling services. The phone number for
that people suffering from, or susceptible tometropolitan Sydney is 9361 6831 and for rural New
schizophrenia may be at increased risk if usingouth Wales it is 1800 422 599. The Carr
cannabis. Government has also approached the Victorian

Government to establish a joint co-operative

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable approach to the exchange of drug research findings
member for Ku-ring-gai to order for the secondto further protect families.
time.

The Government has provided $5 million for

Dr REFSHAUGE: Cannabis is now more school-based alcohol and drug education across New
potent than ever before, with higher addictiveSouth Wales and has introduced parent information
qualities. The psycho-active chemical responsible fanights at all secondary schools to inform parents
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about drug-related issues. The Carr Government has Mr CARR: In the meantime the Federal
joined forces with the community in fighting the war Government has cut funding to the Australian
against drugs. It has already made significanCustoms Service and the Australian Federal Police.
progress on such issues as law and order, educatias, it any wonder that the flow of heroin into this
health, counselling and treatment services. Byountry has increased? When | spoke out against
working together we can certainly better protect outhis reckless indifference on the part of the Federal
families and children from the harmful and Government I did not receive support from members

destructive effects of drugs. opposite. | am happy to speak at length in this
House at any time the Opposition wants to debate
DRUG TREATMENT PROGRAMS the extensive program that the Government has

) ) under way, under the headings of education,
Mrs SKINNER: My question is to the (epapilitation—

Premier. Have health groups ranked the New South
Wales Government as the worst performing of all
Australian governments in providing drug treatment
programs? Given that the Government has cut Mr CARR:
funding for treatment programs, how will drug court
referrals to non-existent programs help?

Ms Moore: Bring on the debate.
You bring it on.

Ms Moore: Yes, | will.

Mr CARR: First, the statistics to which the

Mr CARR: The heroism of the honourable
honourable member refers apply largely to the ) .
o o member for Bligh stops short when there is talk of
coalition's period in Government.

siting a needle exchange or other similar facility in
her electorate; she then supports those opposed to

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable .
such facilities. She has one policy—

member for Ermington to order for the second time.
Mr CARR: Second, one of my first decisions Ms Moore: That's a lie.
as Premier was to increase by $5 million the amount

of money allocated to drug education in the school Mr CARR: You have been caugh_t out. You
system. have one policy for the grand debate in here and

another policy for—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable | )
member for Coffs Harbour on two calls to order. I[ nterruptior]

call the honourable member for Pittwater to order _
for the third time. Mr CARR: The Government has a great range

of initiatives that | am prepared to detail in this

Mr CARR: During Labor's time in HOUSe.

government it has increased police numbers b )
500— {Interrupﬂon]

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Under the standing Mr CARR: The honourable member for Bligh
orders members are entitled to ask questions at tifgPuld never raise it in debate. In the meantime |
appropriate time. However, they are not entitied tdnVite all members of the House to join me when
interrupt a Minister who is attempting to provide annext | condemn the national Gc_Jvernment for cutt}ng
answer to the House. If members do not agree witfnds to customs and the police and for allowing
statements made by Ministers during question timdligh-grade heroin to enter Australian ports.
they have the opportunity to make a personaMembers opposite stand condemned for supporting
explanation at the conclusion of question timethose policies.

Members should not shout in unison so that the

Chair, those in the gallery and Hansard cannot hear ~Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
the answer being given by the Minister. | will directmember for Eastwood on three calls to order. The
the Serjeant-at-Arms to remove any member whé&onourable member for Bligh is aware that
interjects in that manner. | have extended a degrgeterjections are disorderly. If she believes she has
of leniency to all members today, but the Housdeen misrepresented by the Premier, she will have
must come to order and the barrage of interjectiongn opportunity to make a personal explanation at the
that has continued throughout question time mustonclusion of question time. However, she should
cease. not disrupt the House in the way she has done.
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Dr Macdonald: She was provoked. them have generally remained the same over many
years under governments of all political persuasions,
Mr SPEAKER: Order! During his answer the the Government has made one change to the criteria
Premier referred to the honourable member fofor the recent funding allocations.
Bligh, and the Chair understands that the dynamics
of the House make it difficult for her not to respond. The Premier and | have toured different parts
However, as | have said, the member should naif the State over many weeks talking to people
have disrupted the House in the way she did. Thaffected by these floods. Now is probably a good
Chair always extends a certain degree of leniency ttime to reflect on what has been happening in
members who are referred to by the member witlhegional areas this year. The year started with an

the call, but— ever-worsening drought which broke about Easter
with autumn rains, and many parts of the State are
Mr Photios: Hear! Hear! now affected by floods, with the resultant loss of

livestock and crop damage. During my visit to
Mr SPEAKER: Order! If the honourable north-western New South Wales some weeks ago—
member for Ermington is seeking to attract theon the radio this morning the Leader of the National
attention of the Chair, he should continue with hisParty referred to a similar trip—I met a number of
present behaviour. In future the honourable membdausiness people and farmers at Walgett, Narrabri,
for Bligh should restrain herself. | will direct the and Tamworth who expressed appreciation for the
Serjeant-at-Arms to remove any member whassistance given by the Government to people
behaves in the way she has behaved. affected by the floods.

FLOOD RELIEF However, they asked me to approach the

Premier and the Treasurer about improving the

Mr ARMSTRONG: My question is addressed criteria for applications for financial assistance. The

to the Minister for Agriculture, and Minister for new President of the New South Wales Farmers
Land and Water Conservation. Will the Minister Association, John Cobb, told me that the interest
give the business people, residents and farmers odte of 6 per cent for loans to farmers and
northern New South Wales now being engulfed in dusinesses was too close to the current market rate
massive flood disaster an unequivocal assurance thatd that the Government should consider lowering
swift and effective government action such as lowit. Mr Cobb and Xavier Martin said that when these
interest, long-term recovery loans and essentidbans with an interest rate of 6 per cent were first
goods freight rebates will be offered to help theirannounced the normal interest rate for commercial

communities survive this crisis? loans was about 15 per cent. That argument was a
strong one.
Mr AMERY: | thank the Leader of the
National Party for his timely and important question. Following discussions with the Premier and the

It hardly caught me by surprise because on the Alaiireasurer, and as a result of the representations from
Jones radio program this morning he said that htarmers and business people, | am pleased to
would raise this matter in the House. announce, as has already been announced in the
media, that the interest rate on these loans has been
Mr Armstrong: Wrong, wrong and wrong. reduced to 4 per cent. There is more. During the
You've got it wrong. It's the wrong program. tours to which | have referred farmers and other
people affected by the floods expressed concern that
Mr AMERY: | have been corrected; | have many conservation loan applications had been
referred to the wrong program. This morning therejected because the asset criteria had a ceiling of
honourable member also said that he would ask tH8800,000. Indeed, 25 per cent of the 60 or 70 loan
Government to provide loans to flood-affectedapplications had been rejected because of that
farmers and business people. The honourableiling.
member should know from when he was Minister
for Agriculture that successive governments since Members of the New South Wales Farmers
the 1960s have been providing these loans. He &ssociation, other farmers and people in regional
finally catching up with government policy! Indeed, areas asked the Government to consider raising the
when he was Minister for Agriculture he, togetherceiling of $800,000. | am pleased to announce that,
with the Premier of the day, announced that similafollowing discussions with the Premier, the ceiling
loans would be provided to people affected byof $800,000 has been increased to $1.2 million,
flooding and, at other times, drought. Whilst theenabling more people to access rural financial
criteria for the loans and the conditions attached tassistance packages. Although there have been
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media releases about these matter, the Leader of thave issued and the Premier has issued outlining the
National Party did not know that such loans haveassistance available through the Rural Assistance
been available for the past 20 years. Authority to small business and the farming
community is made available to him.
Mr Armstrong: You haven't mentioned small
business. Mr Armstrong: Tell us what it is, Richard.

Mr AMERY: The Premier has announced that Mr AMERY: The Minister for Roads and the
farmers and small business people are eligible tMinister for Local Government will, of course, talk
apply for these loans. Does the Leader of théo local government. | can give the Leader of the
National Party want me to read the press released@tional Party a few more pages of advice if he
Not only have the floods caused a lot of damage twants it, but | will direct my office to send all press
farms, business premises and so on; some peopieeases to him because he has not been informed of
tragically lost their lives. Also, many farmers raisedwhat the Government has done in recent months.
concerns about livestock being isolated on higifhe Leader of the National Party has bipartisan
ground because of the floods. | congratulate Newupport. The Government will continue to provide
South Wales Agriculture on providing more thanassistance to those affected by floods and to those
$500,000 in assistance for farmers affected by thaffected by the drought in the early part of the year.
floods.

Mr Collins: Does the note the Minister has

On radio this morning, whichever station itbeen handed tell him to bring home two litres of
was, the Leader of the National Party saidmilk?
helicopters are dropping fodder to stranded livestock.

He did not tell the audience that the New South Mr AMERY: No, it does not. It says there
Wales Government is picking up the full cost of thehas been a recall notice on Kerry Chikarovski
helicopter charters. | am not saying that that shoul@arbie dolls. Apparently there is a fault in the
be treated as a big deal, but | would have thought ibyalty mechanism that causes them to turn on their
would be nice for someone who called for bipartisarowners. If anyone has a Kerry Chikarovski doll,
support on this matter to acknowledge that Newsend it back. | will send the press releases to the
South Wales Agriculture, a department for which hd_eader of the National Party, but | shall conclude by
was once responsible, co-ordinated the provision afuoting from a press release issued by the Premier
fodder to the farms. The department has providedf New South Wales today:
$500,000 and will continue to provide assistance.

. the assistance to areas declared "natural disaster area"
[Interruption] includes:

Mr Souris: You are incoherent. please listen carefully—

Vi AMERY: 1 am taking advice from the * B M s aatess ssstnce- o e
Deputy Leader of the National Party, who told this distressed financial circumstances due to damage to houses
House yesterday that 1998 was this year! He's and property;
quick! The Leader of the National Party knew the
National Party was in good hands when the deputy e low intere_st loans up to $80,000 to primary producers and
. . : small businesses;
leader took over yesterday. The issues raised this
morning by the Leader of the National Party— + road and rail freight subsidies of up to 50 per cent on
carriage of livestock and fodder;

Mr Armstrong: On a point of order. The
Minister has been particularly careful not to mention
small business and whether he is prepared to support
small business by providing low-interest loans and . agsistance to sporting clubs to restore faciliies that have
freight rebates. been damaged or destroyed.

e grants to local councils to meet the additional costs of
emergency work to restore essential services;

Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is You are on the ball, lan! We should not be keeping
involved. these press releases a secret! | believe | have
answered the question. These people have suffered
Mr AMERY: The Leader of the National enough as a result of the floods without being used
Party is obviously not on the Government's faxas pawns in corny campaigns by the Leader of the
stream. | will make sure that every press release Nlational Party. The Government will continue to
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provide assistance to those affected by the floods. | Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
am sure all members will join me in wishing themmember for Georges River to order.
the best during these distressing times.
Mr CARR: | remain the only party leader in
COALITION ONE NATION PARTY this House to say there will be no power sharing
PREFERENCES with One Nation, no preferences with One Nation,
no deals with One Nation and no governing with
Mr WATKINS: My question without notice is One Nation if it holds the balance of power. At the
directed to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, andrecent annual general meeting of the Ethnic
Minister for Ethnic Affairs. What is the Communities Council on 23 August, | again
Government's response to community concerns abochallenged the Leader of the Opposition, who was
coalition preference deals with the One Natiorpresent, to state on behalf of the New South Wales
Party? coalition that neither the Liberals nor the Nationals
would enter into an agreement with One Nation
Mr CARR: Shame! It had to happen, andcandidates to form a government with One Nation.
today was the day! The National Party candidate for
the Federal seat of Hunter, Mr Rob Macaulay, Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
announced that he would give preferences to Onmember for Strathfield to order. | call the
Nation. It had to happen! In the absence ohonourable member for Georges River to order for
leadership from the Leader of the National Party othe second time.
the Leader of the Liberal Party it was inevitable.
While John Howard makes a fuss about putting One Mr CARR: We are still waiting for that firm
Nation last on ballot papers in his electorate, heleclaration. The member for Maitland expresses
allows coalition members of Parliament to makevery clearly his desire to have a preference deal with
deals with One Nation to save his political skin.One Nation. He is on the record as saying it, and he
Neither the Prime Minister nor the Leader of thewas not disciplined by his leader. He is a Lib!
Opposition in New South Wales has the true sense
of leadership or the will to say the right things about Mr Collins: He was.
One Nation without doubt and without qualification.
Mr CARR: Was he? Were you disciplined by
One cannot say the same about lan Sinclaigjour leader? Who asks the questions around here?
the former leader of the Nationals, who said the
decision to make preference deals with One Natiofinterruption
is not in the national interest, but the Leader of the
National Party here cannot say what lan Sinclair Mr CARR: My colleague says it is now 16-
said. lan Sinclair is prepared to do and say the right2. | leave the Opposition with this challenge. There
thing, but not the Leader of the National Party inis still no binding commitment from poor old Peter
New South Wales. Kim Beazley and | are sayingCollins, so in the remaining days of his leadership,
that in the national interest we will have nothing toin the last hours—
do with One Nation. Federal and State Labor is
united. Both federally and in New South Wales the Mr Collins: Don't stick around!
coalition parties will make deals with One Nation
and today we have the proof: in New South Wales a Mr CARR: Peter, it is all over for you; it is
National Party candidate said he will dealwrapped up. It is an academic exercise. You can go
preferences with One Nation. down with the ship or you can have a burial at sea.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the Deputy SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION

Leader of the National Party on two calls or order.
Mr MOSS: My question without notice is

Mr CARR: This is the ninth occasion on addressed to the Minister for Urban Affairs and
which | have had to speak in this House on thiPlanning. What progress has been made in relation
issue to send the message that we in tht® the contamination of Sydney's water supply?
Government of this State are adamantly opposed to
One Nation on principle. The Leader of the Mr  KNOWLES: Since the recent
Opposition has managed to drag himself into thisontamination of our water supply the Government
Chamber to debate this issue on only one occasionhbs acted promptly and responsibly to keep the
will not repeat what was said by the Leader of thegpeople of Sydney informed about water quality.
National Party, who is so deeply sensitive. Today | should like to provide an update. As
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honourable members are aware, last Saturday thefmwever, the expert panel has confirmed that the
were high levels of cryptosporidium and giardia inprocess of chlorination is very effective against
the water coming from Warragamba Dam. Thegiardia and should ensure that it will not present a
protocol for the Health Department's current boil-health problem.

water alert has been based on the advice of the

expert panel and has been recognised by the water Mrs Skinner: Not cryptosporidium.

quality expert from the National Health and Medical

Research Council. The Government has continued to Mr KNOWLES: The Leader of the
emphasise that its principal concern is to ensur®pposition did not even know cryptosporidium
public health. That is why it has taken aexisted. He did not know and he did not care. As an

conservative and precautionary approach. added precaution, and in addition to the regular
process of chlorination, chlorination is now also
Mr Phillips: You didn't tell them. occurring near the dam wall and at various other

parts of the system, as well as the Prospect plant. At
Mr KNOWLES: The Deputy Leader of the the same time, New South Wales Health has also
Opposition is bleating over there. He was thédncreased surveillance of the community and is
Minister for Health during the cover-up of the requiring giardia infection to be, at least in the short
cryptosporidium outbreak during 1992 and 1993term, a notifiable illness. To date, | am pleased to
Why did he not tell us all about it? Why did he notsay, based on Health Department advice, there has
demand better water quality standards? They afgeen no observed increase in reported illness
showing all this disingenuous and feigned concerassociated with the contamination.
when they had an opportunity to contract the 99.9
per cent promise into the water filtration plants, and All this work complements the other activities
they did not. They adopted a 15-year-old 198Qlesigned to address the current problem. That work
drinking water standard. They had their chance anihcludes surveying the catchment to identify all
they did nothing. potential pollutants, monitoring the water in the dam
to predict its movement through sophisticated
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable computer modelling techniques, the use of a
member for Vaucluse to order for the third time. continuous sampling program and using overseas
laboratories to accelerate and verify the types of
Mr KNOWLES: The sudden reappearance ofcryptosporidium, its viability and potential health
high levels of contaminants in the raw water just asmpacts. In collaboration with the McClellan inquiry,
we appeared to be in a position to lift the alert aesting of the Prospect water filtration plant also
week ago has clearly been frustrating for everyoneontinues and includes running a pilot plant located
concerned. However, it has led experts fromat Prospect to test the performance of the filters and
Australia and around the world, and indeed Mrthe chemical treatment processes under a range of
McClellan and his inquiry, to the conclusion that thevarying conditions, laboratory work to establish
sources of contamination are not evenly spreadhether cryptosporidium and giardia are responding
throughout the water of Warragamba Dam. It ido the current treatment processes at the plant and,
apparent that the contamination may be present fior the distribution system, a complete, accelerated
layers and pockets at varying depths in the dam. heview and cleansing program, including analysis of
is also clear that as the water in the dam moves iany build-up in pipes to ensure that it is not
response to natural currents the contaminated wateontributing in any way.
is also moved.
The tests on the plant will assist in
Water in Warragamba Dam can be extractedetermining how its operation might be changed to
from different points. | am advised by Sydney Watelimprove removal of cryptosporidium and giardia.
that last weekend, and again on Monday of thiShat information will inform the McClellan inquiry,
week, the extraction point was altered and water of and assist Mr McClellan in making his final
higher quality was taken from a different level.recommendations. | can also advise that a
Since then this higher quality water has beemomprehensive cleaning program at the plant has
flowing through the system, although some tesbeen undertaken and has been completed. A range of
results continue to show some levels ofinitiatives have already been outlined to deal with
cryptosporidium and giardia. Mr McClellan believespotential sources of pollution in the catchments,
that may be one way of explaining why over recentverything from accelerating sewerage programs to
weeks high readings have been received one day aimdense monitoring programs to detect any point-
clear readings the next. In this most recent evensource pollutants. The Government will continue to
both cryptosporidium and giardia levels were highwork with the independent inquiry headed by Peter
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McClellan to investigate all aspects of theresponsible Leader of the Opposition would do what
contamination incidents. The Government willl did as Leader of the Opposition: issue a great
continue to provide whatever resources are necessagnge of alternative policies and argue them in the
to tackle the problem. In doing so, it will be guidednews media.

by the experts and by Mr McClellan as head of the

independent inquiry. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the
honourable member for North Shore on two calls to
DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION POLICY order.
Mr PHILLIPS: My question is to the Mr CARR: As Leader of the Opposition |

Premier. How can he have any credibility on drugsvrote a long article, published in the&ydney
when he sought to decriminalise marijuana, policélorning Herald in 1989, making the case against
heroin hauls have dropped by more than 60 per cedicriminalisation of heroin and drawing on a host of
under his Government, and he is on the record agsources that had not been quoted in this country
supporting heroin shooting galleries? up to that time. | entered the debate. | was engaged
in the effort to find new solutions and argue through
Mr CARR: No wonder he has within the the different approaches to this challenge. The
Liberal Party a level of criticism that is present Leader of the Opposition, the clown despised
unprecedented for any deputy leader of a once-great dead wood by his own party, comes up with the
party. First, no-one promoted decriminalisation otired, worn-out, old cry that the Government is soft
legalisation of marijuana. The Government proposabn drugs because it proposes drug courts and
was that while possession of personal use quantitiggoposes that young people with only personal use
remained a criminal offence, people would not bejuantities do not go to gaol.
sent to gaol purely for possession of personal use
guantities. In other words, a young person making a | remind honourable members that this is the
mistake—not dealing in drugs but holding a personaGovernment that passed a law—despite the
use quantity—should not be flung into Long Bay. opposition of the coalition in the upper House—
imposing mandatory life sentences for large-scale
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable dealers in heroin and cocaine. That legislation came
member for Ku-ring-gai to order for the third time. from and was promoted by this side of the House.
For a whole session it was stalled by opposition
Mr CARR: That is what the Government from the coalition in the upper House. Who could
proposed. That offence remained a criminal offencego to the coalition for a policy on drugs, any more
but the young person committing a mistake early inthan for a policy on any other subject?
life, deserving a second chance, would not be flung
into Long Bay. That is the position the Government  PRIVATE BUS SERVICE STANDARDS
took, and it is a perfectly honourable and proper
position. Mrs BEAMER: | ask a question of the
Minister for Transport, and Minister for Roads.
Mrs Skinner: What about shooting galleries? What is the Government doing to improve standards
on private buses?
Mr CARR: | am on the record with regard to
shooting galleries. | have said time and again that Mr SCULLY: It is apparent that Opposition
one cannot ask a community to assume and shoulderembers are not interested in western Sydney bus
the responsibility, given the risks that attach toservices; they are leaving the Chamber. The
shooting galleries. If there is one issue that can b&overnment has demonstrated through a range of
above party political argument, surely that is findinginitiatives its commitment to improve the standard of
approaches on drugs that will work. A decentpublic transport and provide a system that is safe,
opposition would congratulate the Government on itaccessible, clean and reliable. | am pleased to
initiative on drug courts. announce that the Carr Government is fulfilling its
commitment to improve the level of service
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the Deputy provided by bus operators across the State. Today |
Leader of the Opposition on three calls to order.  shall release a discussion paper for community
consultation on the introduction of a performance
Mr CARR: A decent opposition would say, assessment regime that links the renewal of
"Let us see if it works." Surely that would be thecommercial contracts to those operators achieving
approach of a responsible opposition. Surely #&est practice standards and benchmarks.
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The principal aim of this process is to improveijnformation paper that includes standards and
the quality and frequency of bus services throughouenchmarks and details the way in which the
the State. This will result in improved performanceperformance assessment regime is to be administered
of bus operators, particularly in western and southis planned for release in May 1999, with the phasing

western Sydney and rural and regional New Soutly of the performance assessment regime due to
Wales. This process will reform the way in whichpegin in July 1999.

private bus operator contracts are renewed. At
present the Government issues bus operators with  \ir Photios: That will be for me to decide.
five-year contracts, giving them exclusive rights to

operate services in a particular area or on a Mr SCULLY: What did the honourable

particular route. Those contracts are renewed {f,emper do when the coalition was in office? What
operators meet minimum service levels. Howeveryiq gryce Baird do about private bus services? This
the Government wants to raise the standard ang,cess is about providing better public transport for
encourage operators to provide better services f%orking families across New South Wales. The

the people of New South Wales. Through theGovernment wants fairness in service provision and

reforms introduced by the Government in the, pigher standard of service across the board. That is
Passenger Transport Amendment Act passed

: ) i Ia\%at this process will achieve. | look forward to
year, the Government for the first time links thehearing the views of the community and key

renewal of commercial bus contracts with thestakeholders, including the Bus and Coach

Association, in the coming months and to working
with all bus operators throughout the State to ensure

The discussion paper is the first step "Mhat together we provide the people of New South

implementing the Government's plan for achievinqN . )
. . . . ales with the public transport system they deserve
high standards in the bus industry. If high standardgut did not get upnder the przviousyGovernmyent.

are not met, that will result in operators' contracts
not being renewed. The standards outlined in the
discussion paper focus on providing a number of
key benefits to bus patrons: more frequent bus
services to meet the community's needs; the
introduction of new bus services catering for areas
not previously serviced; better access to timetable
and route information; improved passenger and staff )
safety through the introduction of video camera = MS MOORE, by leave: Today the Premier

surveillance; increased passenger satisfaction througtisrePresented me. He accused me of backing a

improved comfort in buses—and | point out thatresident group that is opposed to a needle exchange.

airconditioning is recognised as a key priority int€ accused me of double standards. That was an
improving the performance and standard of buse&tt@ck on my character. My record on this issue is
particularly in western and south-western Sydneyconsistent both in the Parliament and in the
the introduction of more environmentally friendly COmmunity. | am a strong supporter of harm

buses; and better accessibility to bus services fdpinimisation, which includes needle exchange
people with a disability. programs and the trialling of safe injecting rooms.

This is a really serious issue for my electorate,

The purpose of releasing the discussion papélyhere cocaine dealing and use are out of control.
today is to ask the community and otherWO lives a day are lost through drug abuse. This
stakeholders what they believe are the key e|emengovernment has defunded detoxification. Addicts
that need to be considered when introducing théannot get into methadone treatment programs, and
performance assessment regime. In the next thréee Government has turned its back on safe injecting
months the Department of Transport will seek théooms. Do not misrepresent me. | challenge the
views of all individuals and organisations on thePremier to a debate on this issue.
proposed standards and benchmarks set out in the
paper. As part of the consultation process, the = Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
department will also conduct information sessions tonember for Bligh is starting to debate her actions.
ensure that people properly understand the issuéter personal explanation must be brief.
raised in the paper. The closing date for submissions
to be lodged with the department is Friday, 11 Ms MOORE: Certainly.

December. All submissions received will be
evaluated and taken into consideration when the Mr SPEAKER: Has the member finished her
performance assessment regime is finalised. Apersonal explanation?

achievement of best practice.

Questions without notice concluded.
DRUG HARM MINIMISATION

Personal Explanation
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Ms MOORE: No. will include team sports such as netball, cricket and
rugby union.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member may
explain to the House how she has been More than 450 Australian athletes, our largest
misrepresented or how her character has bedyer Commonwealth Games team, will attempt to
maligned, but she is not entited to debate hebetter the record medal tally that our team won in

actions. | allow the member to continue, but hervictoria, Canada, just four years ago. During those
personal explanation must be brief. Games Australia won 182 medals—87 gold, 52

silver and 43 bronze—a tally for one country which
Ms MOORE: The Premier has attacked mymany good judges _thought impossible to reach. .A_s
character, misrepresented me and accused me Bf 1998 team awaits the start of these Games, it is
double standards. | ask the Premier to withdraw thinPortant to reflect on the history of the Games. In

remarks and apologise. | also challenge him td891 in an article in the magazin@reater Britain
debate this issue at any time. Reverend J. Astley Cooper suggested a festival

combining sporting, military and literary events to
The Pring the British people throughout the world closer

Mr Photios: On a point of order.
6ogether.

honourable member for Bligh asked the Premier t
withdraw his remarks. Earlier you indicated that she

would have an opportunity to pursue the matter at a The_ suggestion generateo_l_ a great deal of
suitable time. interest in Britain and in the British colonies. The

sporting contest suggested by Reverend Cooper was
eventually staged at the Crystal Palace in London in
1911 as part of the celebrations for the coronation of
King George V, and was called the Festival of
Empire. The festival comprised a series of different
entertainment events and exhibitions, with particular
relevance to the progress and development of the
British Empire. Importantly, the festival also
included a sports meeting featuring athletes from
reat Britain, Australia, South Africa and Canada.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The standing orders
do not require the person—

Mr Photios: But she has sought a withdrawal.

Mr Whelan: On the point of order. | refer you
to a wonderful ruling of Speaker Rozzoli which was
delivered in 1992 and appears at page 46 of th
October 1996 edition oDecisions from the Chair

The ruling states: Harold Hardwick, who also later won one gold

Members cannot request apology and withdrawal at conclusioﬁl‘nd two bronze medals at the 1912 Stockholm

of making a personal explanation. Olympics, won two events for Australia. He finished
first in the 100 yards freestyle and competed the
XVI COMMONWEALTH GAMES following night in the boxing tournament, which he

also won. Being the heavyweight boxing champion
Ms HARRISON (Parramatta—Minister for Of Australia in both the amateur and professional

Sport and Recreation) [3.21 p.m.]: | move: ranks would have helped him. | am sure honourable
members will acknowledge that he certainly showed
That this House: an interesting combination of sporting skills. Canada

was the most successful country and was awarded a
(1) congratulates the athletes selected to represemfjlver cup, with competitions being held in track and
Australle.i at the XVI Commonwealth Games in Kuala field, boxing, wrestling and swimming events.
Lumpur; and
(2) on behalf of the people of New South Wales wishes The first I_Emplre Games Were_ not staged until
those athletes the best of luck in their pursuit of 1930, In Hamilton, Canada. Empire athletes who
Commonwealth Games medals. attended the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics felt the
need for regular competition between the athletes of
This Friday is the official opening of the XVI the empire's nations and, fittingly, it was a
Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur, the firstCanadian, M. M. Robinson, who provided the
Commonwealth Games to be held in Asia. For 10mpetus for the Hamilton Games. Support for the
days the eyes and ears of all Australians will beésames was strong with teams from 10 countries,
turned towards that city, with the largest Australianincluding Australia, taking part. Events for the
team ever assembled for a Commonwealth Gamd&3ames were similar to those held in 1911 with the
competition. More than 6,000 athletes and officialsaddition of rowing and lawn bowls. While no points
from 69 Commonwealth nations will take part in 18were allocated, Great Britain's athletes finished in
sports during the Games which, for the first timethe premier position.
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The success of those Games was prood30 kilometres Deek was still almost a minute
positive of the spirit that existed between thebehind, with the prospect of gold and glory quickly
countries which made up the British Empire. Duringdisappearing. Despite suffering a stitch, stomach
those Games it was decided to hold similar meetingsramps and diarrhoea, Deek rallied and closed the
every four years between the Olympic Games, andap. He caught and passed Shahanga at the 37-
to form a British Empire Games Federation. Thekilometre mark and was running side by side with
name of the federation and the Games have changichngaa just one kilometre further. If, like me,
several times in their short history. In 1952 thehonourable members saw those last few kilometres
federation was renamed the British Empire anaf the race, particularly the exact moment when
Commonwealth Games Federation. In 1974 its nameek grabbed the lead, they will never forget it.
changed again in Christchurch, when it became the
Commonwealth Games. The expression on the tiny African's face

showed many emotions, among them admiration for

Like the Olympics, many stories from thea great opponent and resignation that he was
Commonwealth Games will live forever in this destined to take the silver medal. Deek finally
country's sporting history—stories about some of théinished 12 seconds ahead of Ikangaa and became an
most memorable and courageous performances lystant national hero as a result of what one of
some of our athletes; not just great victories but alsdustralia's greatest long distance runners, Ron
great defeats, for in defeat there can often be just &@larke, called "the greatest marathon ever run". That
much glory. Some of the performances have becomgas the greatest marathon | have ever seen. While
important chapters in the history of theDeek's performance signalled a new chapter in his
Commonwealth Games. Stories of performancegreat career, another performance at the same
such as Robert de Castella's marathon victory iames signalled a glorious end to one of the most
Brisbane in 1982, Raelene Boyle's 400 metres win dtrbulent and well publicised careers in Australian
the same Games and Tani Ruckle's gallant and lifesport.
threatening marathon in Canada in 1994 bear telling
time and again. In 1982 Raelene Boyle was already a multiple

Commonwealth Games gold medallist and an

Robert de Castella, or "Deek" as the AustraliarOlympic silver medallist over 100 and 200 metres—
sporting public knew him, first came to prominencebeaten at the Munich Olympics by a representative
in middle-distance and cross-country races such dsom the Eastern bloc whose performance was
the City to Surf. Deek ran his first marathon in 1979widely considered to be drug enhanced. A false start
and two years later won the Fukuoka marathon imnd a subsequent disqualification at the Montreal
Japan in the then second fastest time in history. I®lympics and the Australian boycott of the Moscow
fact he was a personal hero of mine. In 1982 at th®lympics in 1980 ended the dream of Olympic gold
Brishane Games, Deek was a hot favourite for théor the then 29-year-old. However, the prospect of
marathon. | well remember being taken by myone last chance for glory presented itself at the
parents to see him compete. However, in the lead-uprishane Games.
to the Games, Deek had to overcome a few
obstacles. After a carefully planned preparation, under

threat of a damaged achilles tendon, Raelene took

Despite suffering from a spinal disc problem,her place in lane four for the final of the 400
Deek was still installed as the three-to-one favouritenetres. Raelene's form was good. In the Games
ahead of the 1978 Games champion, Tanzaniasals she had broken her own Australian record and
Gidamis Shahanga and his classy team-mate, Jumas ready for a great performance, and she gave
Ikangaa. Games organisers started the race at 6.68e. The smooth Boyle stride was in evidence as
a.m. to give the runners the best of Brisbane'she moved down the back straight, and when the
weather. The temperature was only 14 degrees bfield turned and took the staggered start out of the
the humidity was an already stifling 94 per cent. Thepicture, she was in the lead. With a parochial crowd
Tanzanian ran early and set a fast pace, while Deakging her on she hit the tape in front. She broke no
settled back in the pack, a few hundred metresecords but she had the gold medal around her neck.
behind the two Africans, relaxing, conserving hisThat was a fitting end to a terrific career.
energy, while not letting them get too far ahead.

Twelve years later in Victoria, Canada, another

Eventually picking up the pace, Deek was fiveAustralian athlete hit the headlines with a gold
seconds behind the leaders at the 10-kilometre markedal performance for sheer guts and the sort of
but his presence seemed to spur the two on, and stubborn determination that only elite athletes have.
the halfway point they were a minute ahead. AfteTani Ruckle, the 1990 Auckland silver medallist,



XVI COMMONWEALTH GAMES 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 727271
was on autopilot. She refused to listen to the voice€ommonwealth Games have a proud tradition,
in her head and acknowledge the pain wracking hdraving commenced in 1911. Although they were not
body. She valiantly forced herself to complete théheld regularly in their first few years, they have
marathon. Fewer events demand as much of dseen held regularly in recent years. As the Minister
athlete, both mentally and physically, as a marathorsaid, the Third Commonwealth Games, then known
and Tani experienced the most extreme of thosas the British Empire Games, moved from England
demands. to Canada. The Games have developed a friendly
focus; they are competitive, but that competitiveness
Nothing could stop Tani: not the raceis between friends of the Commonwealth, unlike the
organisers, who practically ordered her to pull outOlympics, in which friendship gets a little lost
not her coach, who wanted her to stop at the halfbecause of their slightly more competitive edge.
way mark; not even the police who escorted her
over the last six kilometres as she made the The Commonwealth Games are held every
agonising journey to her own personal goal—tdour years, between the summer Olympics.
finish the race she started. When she eventualljomorrow millions of people across the
finished, incredibly, under those conditions, inCommonwealth will watch the opening ceremony in
fifteenth place, she had endured the ultimate iuala Lumpur on their television sets. As the
physical and emotional punishment. Vomiting,Minister said, Australians will proudly support and
diarrhoea and leg cramps—the marathon runnerencourage our athletes as they march into the
constant companions—could not stop her as thmagnificent new stadium at Bukit Jalil in Kuala
athlete's inner voice kept telling her to keep goingLumpur. A few hours ago, in a bipartisan gesture,
No gold medal for Tani but she won the race in hethe Leader of the Opposition sent a facsimile to
own mind and achieved more than many othePerry Crosswhite, the General Manager of the
athletes who competed without giving everythingAustralian Commonwealth Games Association. Perry
they had. has represented Australia on three occasions in the
sport of basketball. He now has the onerous task of
This story, as much as the stories of Deek anénsuring that the Australian team is fully kitted out,
Raelene, show us all what is ahead for our athletgarepared, organised and delivered to Kuala Lumpur.
in Kuala Lumpur. Two weeks from now some of The message stated:
those athletes may have a story to match the three |
have just mentioned. They face the glory, the Dear Perry,
despair, the excitement, the frustration, the sweet
taste of success, the pain of defeat—whatever it is,
we salute them and wish them well. To us they are
all champions and we are proud to have them
represent us in victory or defeat. They all deserve
our congratulations and best wishes and we look
forward to watching their progress.

On the eve of the opening of the 16th Commonwealth Games
in Kuala Lumpur, | take this opportunity to wish the entire
Australian Team (including athletes, coaches, managers,
administrators and supporters) the very best of luck as they
represent Australia over the next two weeks.

The NSW Liberal and National Parties are extremely proud of
the contribution of our sportsmen and women make to sport
and the wider community.

Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [3.31 p.m.]: | am
genuinely pleased to support the motion moved by
the Minister. The Opposition intended to move
exactly the same motion but chose not to do so but
rather to support the Government in what we see as Along with all residents of NSW, we take great pride in every
a worthwhile and opportune motion. Tomorrow is member of the team who will be in Kuala Lumpur during
the opening of the XVI Commonwealth Games, a these Games.
momentous event. These are the first
Commonwealth Games that could be described as

We well understand the level of commitment and application
that is required to achieve the opportunity to represent the
people of Australia.

Please pass on my best wishes as well as those of the NSW
Coalition and | trust that above all, every member of the team

being of Olympic proportions. As the Minister said,
6,000 athletes from 69 nations will compete in the
Games in Kuala Lumpur; 63 nations took part in the
previous Commonwealth Games, held in Canada,

As the athletes arrived in Kuala Lumpur over

enjoys the very special experience of representing Australia in
Kuala Lumpur.

Yours sincerely

Peter Collins QC MP
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

the past few days they would have been greeted to

the friendly Games with those welcoming wordsPerry Crosswhite, and other sports administrators,
used by the Bahasa, or Malay, people—"Selamananagers, coaches, athletes and their families, have
datang", or "Welcome". As the Minister said, thegiven an enormous commitment, particularly over
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the past few months, to prepare for the Games. Gommonwealth Games. | suppose | should have
course, the athletes have been preparing for mugkferred to all the members of the Australian netball
longer. A few months ago | had the pleasure ofeam but | will not do so. The Minister can do that
attending breakfast at Camperdown with thdf she wants to.
Australian Society of Sport Administrators—ASSA.
At that breakfast Perry Crosswhite detailed the | congratulate all the teams that are taking part
enormous task of bringing together the Australiann the Games. Another interesting speaker at the
Commonwealth Games team. Unless one is directligderation luncheon was Michelle Martin, who has
involved it is hard to comprehend the amount obeen playing squash at the top level in the world for
detail that goes into getting a team of that size, ousome years. She is a superb athlete and she is
biggest team ever, to the Commonwealth Games.Humble. She talked about this marvellous
acknowledge the work done by Perry and manypportunity possibly to win a medal for her country
others to ensure that the team was well prepared. at these Games. She also spoke about how she had
played in some wonderful venues and most unusual
Australia will be represented in a whole rangecourt arrangements in other parts of the world.
of sporting events and many athletes will be wellndeed, she referred to the wonderful experience of
known. Of course, others who are less well knowrplaying on one squash court that was literally on an
may become well known in the next few days. Thigsland—it may have even been a Greek island. The
is the last major sporting event—and is certainly otourt had all sorts of special arrangements which
Olympic proportions—to be held in this regionwere wonderful for the spectators. However,
before the Sydney Olympics in 2000. It is aMichelle said that nothing compared to representing
wonderful, exciting opportunity for the athletes toher country at the Games.
take part in a competitive environment and to
prepare themselves for the massive event in Sydney  The Games are a wonderful opportunity for all
in two years. A number of different sports havethe Australian athletes, whether they play one of the
been introduced into the Commonwealth Gamegeam sports included in the Games for the first time
Some team sports include cricket, the rugby sevener whether they compete in a traditional sport such
netball, men's and women's field hockey, tenpims swimming and athletics. All Australians recognise
bowling and squash. their marvellous contribution. Some of Australia's
more well-known athletes will be competing at these
It is hard for people who are not athletes toGames, including Melinda Gainsford-Taylor and
understand how athletes at the top level of theiNova Peris-Kneebone in the track and field events
sport think and apply themselves. A few weeks agand Susie O'Neill and Samantha Riley in the
| attended a New South Wales sports federatioswimming events, and many other superb athletes.
luncheon at Royal Randwick Race Course. | wa$lany younger athletes are also in the Australian
fascinated to hear two new sports representativaeam. Recently during a sports program on one
addressing the audience. One of them was Glenelevision network | discovered that one young
McGrath, who will be representing Australia in member of the team is Jennifer Reilly from
cricket at the Commonwealth Games. Glenn spok&eraldton. | wish her well. Jennifer is only 15 years
about his excitement at representing Australia for theld and is making her first trip overseas.
first time as what he called a real athlete, that is, he
would be at the Games with other real athletes. | sat ~ With our magnificent sporting tradition it is
in the audience thinking how could he ever conceivavonderful to see such young swimmers joining
of himself as not being an athlete. It was beyondusie O'Neill and Samantha Riley, who were
me. described as the grandmothers of the sport in a
recent newspaper article. The Games are a
Many top athletes are humble. It is wonderfulwonderful opportunity for us to share their great
that Australia will be represented in a broader rangsuccesses. In the time remaining | shall refer to
of sports at the Games and that more top athletesmme of the other athletes. Traditionally and
will have the opportunity to take part and try to winhistorically, Australia has produced some great
a gold, silver or bronze medal. We wish our cricketathletes who are known worldwide, such as Dawn
team the best of luck. Recently | watched thd-raser who won gold medals in swimming at the
Australian netball team play during the series against958 and 1962 Empire Games.
the Americans. For many years Vicki Wilson,

Kathryn Harby and Liz Ellis have played at the top Mr Fraser: She was a member of this House.
level of their sport, netball, but have not had the
opportunity to win a gold medal. That makes it more Mr HAZZARD: The honourable member for

exciting for such people to attend theseCoffs Harbour rightly says that Dawn Fraser was a
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member of this House. The young athletes on thathletes who compete at incredible levels, including
team are following in the path of many wonderfulBret Hudson from Campbelltown and Andrei
Australians. On behalf of all Australians | expressKravtsov from Queensland. Queenslander Rodney
my disappointment that some of our well-knownEyles, a member of the squash team, is currently
athletes and excellent representatives will not beanked fourth in the world. Shane Kelly from
competing at the Games. One person who springs ¥ictoria, Bradley McGee from Wentworthville and
mind is Cathy Freeman, who having suffered arStuart O'Grady from South Australia are members of
injury will not be competing. | would have loved to our cycling team. Our diving team includes Robert
watch her take part in the track and field eventdNewbery from South Australia and Chantelle
early next week but, regrettably, | will be deniedMichell from Victoria, who won silver at the
that pleasure. One member of the track and fielGoodwill Games, but recently has been
team is a local boy from the north shore, Mattoutperformed by Loudy Tourky from Eastwood.
Shirvington. Matt is a resident of Davidson, which is
close to my electorate of Wakehurst. Australia will be well represented at these
Games by its lawn bowls team. The team captain,
I mention also Damien Marsh from Rex Johnston, a local boy from Bondi Junction, won
Queensland, Kyle Vander Kuyp in the 110 metregold in the 1994 Commonwealth pairs and is our
hurdles, Rohan Robinson from Victoria in the 400strongest hope to achieve a medal in the fours this
metre hurdles, Jai Taurima from the Australianyear. Karen Murphy from Sydney and Willow Fong
Capital Territory in the long jump, Tim Forsyth in from Merrylands are also members of the lawn
the high jump, Louise McPaul from Mount Keira bowls team. Tenpin bowling is appearing for the
and Joanna Stone from Queensland in the javelififst time as an event at the Commonwealth Games.
Nicole Boegman from Emu Ridge in the long jumpCurrently the Australian women bowlers dominate
and Debbie Sosimenko from Doonside in theworld events. Cara Honeychurch from Victoria, who
hammer throw. Honourable members had thés ranked as the number one amateur bowler in the
pleasure of welcoming Debbie to the Parliamenwvorld, and Maxine Nable form part of that
only a few weeks ago. We wish Debbie all the besformidable team. Australia is fielding weight-lifting,
as she tries to win the gold medal in the hammebadminton and Rugby sevens teams. Many athletes
throw. Emma George is synonymous with the poland the people supporting them have committed so
vault these days. Earlier | mentioned some of thenuch of their lives to representing Australia at
female swimmers. world events. The New South Wales Opposition
remains committed to fully supporting those athletes
Some of the male swimmers are incrediblethroughout Australia and certainly joins with the
Michael Klim from Victoria, lan Thorpe who is a Government in supporting this excellent motion.
local from Milperra, Kieren Perkins and Grant
Hackett from Queensland, and Daniel Kowalski Mr KNIGHT (Campbelltown—Minister for
from Victoria. Less well-known sports at the Gameghe Olympics) [3.51 p.m.]: | am pleased to support
in terms of public recognition include synchronisedthe motion of my colleague the Minister for Sport
swimming and shooting. Representing Australia irand Recreation. The Commonwealth Games are
shooting is Phillip Adams, the athlete with thecherished in a special place in the heart of every
highest number of medals accumulated at onAustralian sports fan. They are known as the
Games. Phillip Adams was born in 1945 and is ndriendly Games because that spirit pervades when
spring chicken but he is one of Australia's greaCommonwealth athletes compete. Of course, the
shooters. He is a country boy from Forbes in NewCommonwealth Games are an extremely serious
South Wales and he is a farmer—an occupation thaporting competition. Every Australian athlete is
is the backbone of the country. Phillip's major evenproud to wear the green and gold. That pride was
is the pistol competition. The Australian women'sobvious from the reaction of our hard-core cricket
hockey team is competing at the Games for the firsind rugby professionals when they were selected for
time. Recently the team won the World Cup, arthe first time as part of the Commonwealth Games
event second in prestige only to the Olympic Gamegeam.
An amazing number of athletes come together in
that team under the direction of their formidable Some of the most memorable sporting
coach, Rick Charlesworth. moments in Australian sport history have occurred at
the Commonwealth Games. Who can forget Kieren
The Australian women's hockey team includes?erkins in Victoria, Canada, in 1994 breaking the
people like Alyson Annan, a local girl from 1,500 metres world record and in the same event
Campbelltown, who | believe teaches in the northerbreaking the 800 metres record? Or Rob de
part of Sydney. Our gymnastics team comprise€astella's magnificent marathon duel in Brisbane in
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1982 that culminated in his winning gold, which wasSydney Olympic organisers to learn valuable lessons
described so eloquently earlier today by myabout planning for a multisport event. No doubt
colleague the Minister for Sport and Recreation? Othere will be significant differences between the
the 1954 miracle mile race between the only twaCommonwealth Games in Malaysia and the Sydney
men to break the four-minute mile barrier at tha2000 Olympic Games, but with 15 Olympic sports
time, Englishman Roger Bannister and Australianncluded on the Commonwealth Games program,
John Landy? Unfortunately, John Landy looked oveimportant knowledge can be obtained from transport
his left shoulder as Bannister stormed past him oarrangements, ticketing, village operations, catering
the right! and other areas. As well as wishing our athletes the
best, | extend good wishes to everyone in Sukom
Who could forget Raelene Boyle's multiple98, the Commonwealth Games Organising
medal winning performances or the 17 medals wo©ommittee.
by Phillip Adams? Of course, the Commonwealth
Games should not be mentioned without Finally, | share with the House a story from
acknowledging the sporting success of formethe bookCommonwealth Games—The first 60 years
members of this House competing at Commonwealttvhich epitomises the spirit of the Commonwealth
Games—Michael Cleary and Dawn Fraser. Th&ames. The story is about a runner in the 1950
Commonwealth Games have often been thAuckland Commonwealth Games—not an Australian
launching pad for Australia's next generation obut an Englishman with a great Australian name.
sporting heroes. Who can forget the feats of Hayleyack Holden, a 43-year-old Englishman, contested
Lewis in Auckland in 1990 when, as a young girl,the marathon—a fine example to many of us in our
she won our hearts and brought home gold? Deamiddle age decline. He battled not only encroaching
Lukin came to prominence in 1982 by winning themiddle age but also a few other obstacles along the
super heavyweight weight-lifting gold medal inroute. Before the race be pointed to his backside and
Brisbane and went on to win at Los Angeles in 19840ld his competitors to take a good look because that
an Olympic gold medal, which to this stage remainsvas all they were going to see of him.
Australia's only gold medal in weightlifting.
He was right. He was hardly superstitious and
Who can forget Glynnis Nunn going from gleefully wore the number 13 shirt, but it may have
Commonwealth Games success to win gold in Loturned out to be an omen. Holden easily cleared the
Angeles? | have no doubt that new champions wilktarting field, which included Olympic silver
rise from the Commonwealth Games in Kualamedalist Tom Richards of Wales and Olympic sixth
Lumpur for us all to cheer on. Australian swimmersplace finisher Syd Luyt of South Africa, but they
will build on their success at the Perth Worldwere the least of his problems. A battering
Championships and use Kuala Lumpur as a steppirdpwnpour waterlogged his running shoes and they
stone to ultimate glory at the Sydney 2000 Olympidecame so difficult to run in that he took them off
Games. Cyclist Michelle Ferris will show thosewith about eight miles left in the race. Water was
outside the cycling community what a talentedsix inches deep along the road in some stretches as
athlete she is and has been all year since the worldolden slogged his way towards the stadium while
cup. The hockeyroos make their first appearance ias many as 50,000 people lined the streets, standing
a Commonwealth Games and should continue thedn street corners or watching from the safety of their
gold medal winning ways. porches.

They will be joined by many other heroic Then came the dog, either a great dane or
performances of our Australian team athletes. | wisipoodle depending on whom you believe. About three
all our athletes, from whichever State they come, theniles from the finish the dog began nipping at
very best when they represent our country irHolden's ankles as he tried to shoo it away. At one
competition in Kuala Lumpur. | am sure that theypoint the dog almost tripped him up. Officials, who
will return home knowing that their achievementsoriginally went looking for a gun to perhaps do
have done Australia proud. Our athletes who arenore than just scare away the dog, finally got the
already competing in cricket and hockey are doingesky critter to the side of the road to allow Holden
well for Australia. | note that | am not the only to reach the stadium in relative peace. His naked
member of this House with bleary eyes today aftefeet had abrasions and cuts from the road and were
watching the hockey on television late last nightheavily bleeding when he finally entered the
after the House rose. stadium—to at first a gasp from the crowd and then

a huge roar. Holden had completed his eventful

The Commonwealth Games not only offerGames odyssey in two hours, 32 minutes and 57

great sporting feats but provide an opportunity foiseconds, which is quite remarkable considering all



XVI COMMONWEALTH GAMES 8 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 727575

he had to put up with. He might have been arwomen's team recently won the World Cup, an
Englishman, but in that fine Australian tradition heevent second in prestige to the Olympic Games. The
celebrated by quaffing a beer! team holds a staggering record: 167 matches, 137
wins, 16 draws and 14 defeats. That is an amazing
Mrs CHIKAROVSKI (Lane Cove) [3.58 record for any sporting team and one | am sure the
p.m.J: | have pleasure in joining with the team will add to in these Games. We wish the team
Government in congratulating and offering our besthe best of luck. Our netball team will find it a
wishes to the members of the Australiantough competition because two outstanding teams
Commonwealth Games team. One of the moswill be playing against them—South Africa and
galvanising powers of this country is theJamaica—but | have no doubt that the success
commitment of its people to sport. | suspect that likeshown by the women's netball team in the past few
many other Australians over the next few days | willyears will stand them in good stead at the
be somewhat weary after watching on television £&ommonwealth Games this year.
number of sports being played at the Kuala Lumpur
Games. | suspect, like a number of other A number of other women will be competing.
Australians, | will be sitting in front of the television | would like to draw the attention of the House to
cheering on our athletes as they compete for goldsome of those women. It is a great shame that Cathy
silver and bronze, and cheering them on merely foFreeman will not be competing, but Australia will be
competing. It is an honour to be competing for one'ably represented on the track by Melinda Gainsford-
country in the XVI Commonwealth Games. Taylor. Tania Van Heer Murphy will also be there,
and | hope those two young women, as they always
Today | would like particularly to congratulate do, will give their all in their events, particularly
and encourage the women who are competing in thgung Tania, who has had a particularly difficult
Commonwealth Games, not because | am sexist @reparation for these Games. She has had some
because | am a screaming feminist, but because t@oessure on her so we wish her particular luck.
often we overlook the contribution of women in
sport in this country. That is disappointing, given the Mr Hazzard: Melinda is from North
fact that for so many years they have been sucBalgowlah.
outstanding competitors at international level for this
country. The record books and lists of medal Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: As the honourable
winners in Commonwealth Games contain femalenember for Wakehurst points out, Melinda
names that are household names in this countr@ainsford-Taylor is a northern beaches girl.
Dawn Fraser has already been mentioned. There has
been mention of Hayley Lewis. | would like to add Mr Hazzard: And her poster is in Rocky
Lisa Curry-Kenny and Tracey Wickham, outstandingCarlino's Plaza Barber Shop in Manly.
swimmers who have represented this country with
grace and style and great success over many years. Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: Is the honourable
member telling me that Melinda Gainsford-Taylor is
| remind the House of the great names in trackhe pin-up girl for Rocky in his barber shop?
and field such as Marjorie Jackson—now Marjorie
Jackson-Nelson—and Debbie Flintoff, and no-one Mr Hazzard: Yes, absolutely.
should forget Raelene Boyle, who was and still is
very dear to the hearts of all Australians for her Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: | am sure she is the
successes in the Commonwealth Games. We glin-up girl for a number of men in this country but |
know that Raelene has gone through some persordd not think that is her only attribute. She is an
struggles in recent times but her inspiration tooutstanding athlete and we are looking forward to
athletes today is something that should be placed drer success.
record in this House, as she was a great sprinter and
is a great lady. Mr Hazzard: She is the pin-up girl of Manly.

The XVI Commonwealth Games will include Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: | also point out to the
team sports. That is good news for AustraliansiHouse that Emma George is the outdoor world
because Australia has two world-class teameecord holder for the pole vault. If | were to put my
competing. Our netball team are world championsnoney on anyone | would be putting my money on
and our women's hockey team—the Hockeyroos—Emma George, as she is going to win this event.
are absolutely outstanding in their field. As theThe women's pole vault event is being held for the
shadow minister for sport, the honourable membseiirst time, and | would wager any money that Emma
for Wakehurst, has already said, the AustraliarGeorge will win. Over the years Australia has had a
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number of outstanding swimmers. | look forward to | have a young niece competing in Queensland
Susie O'Neill continuing the great form she hast the moment. She is the under-12 diving champion
shown. | think she was a little disappointed to findof Queensland. Alice Young is a bit young for the
she had not broken the record for the highesDlympics in Sydney and she will probably be a bit
number of Australian titles held by an individual. | young to compete in the next Commonwealth
am sure she will break that record next year. AgainGames, but she is looking forward to representing
we expect great things from Susie. She has a heawer country at the Olympic Games in 2004. | know
program but she will cope with that. Samantha Rileythat the inspiration the diving team will give her by
is also in very good form. The tipsters have her abringing home a couple of medals will encourage
very short odds to win her events, but she will beher to pursue her very time-consuming sport. She is
looking at some competition, and | suspect some adnly 11. Training for diving at her level takes up a
our younger swimmers will be giving her thatlot of her day. | hope that by watching the athletes
competition. competing in Kuala Lumpur she will be inspired to
continue with her training so that she too will have
The Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpurthe opportunity to represent her country in the years
will provide some challenges for our athletes. It willto come.
be hot and we are a bit concerned that it will be
wet. Nevertheless, | am sure they will cope with all | join honourable members who have already
that. Previous contributors to this debate have said-spoken in this debate in wishing our team all the
absolutely correctly—that the Commonwealthvery best. We in Australia are very proud of what
Games are the friendly Games. They provideur athletes do for this country. We look forward to
opportunities for Australians to excel and to showour team's success both in terms of medals that are
that we are competitive on the world's sportingorought home and, more important, in the way our
stage. These Games, being held only two yeamthletes represent our nation in Kuala Lumpur.
before September 2000, provide an opportunity for
our athletes to compete in preparation for our own Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
Sydney Olympic Games. [4.10 p.m.]: As Minister for Police | am proud that
two police officers have set an outstanding example
Many Australians will be watching these not only in the Police Service but also in the
Games. Many Australians feel a part of thesporting arena. Constable Louise McPaul of the
Commonwealth Games, and many young peopl8utherland Local Area Command will compete in
look to our athletes for inspiration. We all hope thathe javelin throw in Kuala Lumpur. Louise already
our team will not only do well but will, in the holds a Commonwealth Games gold medal and won
Australian tradition, compete in good faith, in cleara silver medal for her performance at the Atlanta
competition and as clean athletes, untainted by marlympic Games. When | reminded the Minister for
of the problems that have beset competitors fromthe Olympics of this, he told me that one of his
other nations of the world. We do not want ourproudest moments in the stadium was when Louise
athletes to be seen to be part of the drug scandalon her Olympic silver medal. | am equally proud
that have encompassed other internationahat parking patrol officer Minh Do from North
competitors. Our athletes do not have that reputatio8ydney will also go to Kuala Lumpur to complete in
and we hope that continues to be the case at theiee fencing event.
Games.
The dedication of those two officers to the
The athletes competing in the Commonwealtttompeting demands of their work and their sport is
Games are an inspiration to us all. They arean inspiration and they have the complete support of
particularly an inspiration to young people. It isthe whole of the Police Service. | personally wish
often said that one of the problems in ourthem all the very best for success. | extend that wish
community is that young people do not have heroet® every other competitor in these very worthwhile
any more. | am sure a number of heroes will emerg€Eommonwealth Games. | have been interested to
from these Games. All competitors are heroes ifisten to the contributions made by honourable
their own particular way. Some of them will be members. It is clear that women athletes have made
stars, and we hope that those people will become trautstanding contributions to our country. Often at
heroes our young people are looking for. | am surémes when contributions are made people mention
that some will provide inspiration to a particularonly great names. | am sure that was not the
young lady | know. | hope our diving team doesintention of any honourable member. There have
wonderful things at these Games. | hope the teampeen great Australian performances at both
comes home with medals. Commonwealth Games and Olympic Games. | have
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never forgotten the great performances of Betty One retains a closeness with athletics and other
Cuthbert; Shirley Strickland, also known as Shirleysports throughout life. | have kept a close connection
Strickland de la Hunty; and Pam Kilbourne, whowith sport, having watched and participated in
won a gold medal for hurdling. sport—although at nowhere near Commonwealth
Games level—and have had some success in the

| think also of great swimmers such as Dawnlocal environment. | also ran a sports store, which
Fraser. Of course, | must also mention Lorrain&kept me in close contact with the sporting fraternity.
Crapp, llsa Konrads and Jon Konrads. Kids whad spent a year as Minister for Sport, Recreation and
trained at Bankstown swimming pool have certainlyRacing. | know how today's Minister is feeling. In
reaped rewards. Those people have gone on ter position one gets a feeling of the build-up
represent Australia with great pride. Theirtowards an event such as the Commonwealth
achievements make every Australian understand th&ames. People go about their preparations in a very
our athletes are world class and have world-classerious way. They are about to represent their
facilities. |1 wish every participant, particularly the country and they put their heart and soul into that.
two fine police officers Louise McPaul and Minh Many personal sacrifices are made, and we should
Do, every success. | look forward to greeting thenrecognise that there is a monetary cost as well. Not
on their return, hopefully with gold medals for theirall sportspeople get the big money we read about in
country and the Police Service. the papers.

Mr SCHIPP (Wagga Wagga) [4.13 p.m.]: As | wish the whole Australian team well and |
a representative from a country electorate | pass axtend special congratulations to the three Wagga
my congratulations to the Commonwealth Game®agga representatives in the team. Brennon
team. | note from the Commonwealth Game®owrick, the gymnastics representative, was born in
booklet that approximately 30 country towns aréeNagga Wagga. Our athletes need to go to larger
represented as the places of birth of our athletes.cdentres for more intensive training and competition
am sure that honourable members who represent thé a higher level. It is important to recognise,
towns of Yass—the honourable member forthough, the sporting talent funding from the
Burrinjuck is not able to be in the Chamber atDepartment of Sport and Recreation that allows
present—Swansea, Ivanhoe, Narromine, Narrabijoung people with sporting talents to pursue higher
Wagga Wagga, Casino, Gosford, Wollongonglevels of competition and stretch themselves as far
Lismore, Ballina, Bowral, Dubbo, Barham, Albury, as they can go. Adam Commens, a member of the
Parkes, Grafton, Tamworth, Taree, Tumut, Coffhiockey team who has represented Australia in
Harbour, Queanbeyan, Young, Forbes, Lithgowhockey previously, is a proud addition to Wagga
Orange, Leeton, Bourke and Barraba will beWagga's stable of well-known sporting people.
cheering on their area's home-born sons and
daughters as they compete at the Commonwealth Wagga Wagga is the city of good sports, of
Games. course. | could spend a long time this evening

giving a resume of all the young and not-so-young

What a difference the modern days have madesports people from Wagga Wagga who have reached
| grew up in an era when one relied on the radio fohigh goals, but, as the Minister says, we do not have
a few snippets of news about what was happening &tne for that today. Patrick Dwyer, a member of 200
Games being held in far-off places. Sometimes onand 400 metre men's athletics team, also comes from
went to the Sunday matinee and saw news clipd¥/agga Wagga. It has already been said in this
about three weeks late. Television has broughdebate that these Games are a build-up to the
Games into our lounge rooms and has made the@lympic Games. They are a very important
much more personal for the lounge-room spectatostepping-stone and testing ground for many young
People of today have a greater affinity with thepeople who are really applying their minds to the
Games, although | point out that many of the namesvent in 2000. The Commonwealth Games are
we have heard referred to in the House today werenportant in their own right.
household names in our era. There is no doubt that
they were our heroes. In my time sport was virtually | am not sure whether the President of the
one's only recreation. One played tennis or cricket c€ommonwealth Games Association chose
ran around a football field. There was not a greaparticularly good timing for the statement that the
deal else to do. | believe that we were just aCommonwealth Games need a revamp. That
dedicated in our sporting endeavours as are todayssatement would seem to act as rather a dampener at
young athletes. this time, although there may be some background
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to it. Nevertheless, the statement seemed to conveoman. She is the mother of four children. She
from out of the blue and it did not seem quite rightbecame involved in athletics later than many others.
for someone to be talking about the Games as #bout two years ago Heather competed successfully
they did not have as much merit as they mightin the City to Surf, winning the women's division.
Surely the President of the Commonwealth Gameghe following year she competed in Athens. Heather
Association should be promoting the Games. has overcome injury, including a broken leg.

| pass on my personal congratulations to Heather is now ready to represent Australia in
Arthur Tunstall on his 30 years as secretary to théhe marathon at the Commonwealth Games. She has
Games and his involvement with them. In mythe support of her husband Gary and her four
opinion, we should not dismiss his contributionchildren. A week ago | spoke to her at Bowral when
lightly. The fact that Mr Tunstall has not been asshe was given a send-off party. She told me that to
politically correct as some may think he should havéry to replicate the environmental conditions in
been is not something | hold against him. PerhapsMalaysia she has put a running machine in her
have a rural sense of humour, but | think he hagarage, turned on all the heaters, and filled the
been a bit of good fun in certain circumstances. Helectric frypan with water to generate some heat and
certainly has put his heart and soul into his job. kteam. She runs on the treadmill to get in shape for
wish him well for the future. Having been in Darwin the Commonwealth Games. | am sure all honourable
last week for the trials between Australia and Newmembers join with me in wishing her the very best
Zealand, | feel a closer affinity to some of thein the marathon at the Commonwealth Games.
athletes. A large crowd turned up for the trials. |
saw Nova Peris-Kneebone, who is obviously a local Ms HARRISON (Parramatta—Minister for
heroine. | do not know what would have happened iSport and Recreation) [4.23 p.m.], in reply: | thank
she had not won but it was great to see her wiall honourable members for their thorough
well. My granddaughter, Erin, had her photograptcontributions to the debate. There will be a great
taken with Melinda Gainsford-Taylor. | know Erin's deal more to talk about during the next few weeks.
mother has her sights set on Erin being a replica dstuart Rendell, who works for the Senate, has high
Melinda later in life. She has declared her a futurexpectations in the hammer throw, and | wish him
athlete. luck. I will summarise some of what has been said

about women and their tremendous performances in

The trials in Darwin gave a big lift to the the history of the Commonwealth Games. Statistics
Darwin community. It now has a closer affinity with are available from 1911 to 1990. One statistic sums
the Games. | hope every one of the athletes achievap how well women have done. Women have made
a good result. Medals are not everything. Often thep 20 per cent of the team, yet have won 35 per
success of the Commonwealth and Olympic Gamesent of gold medals. | cannot let the occasion go
is rated on the number of medals won. Generally ifvithout stating that statistic.
athletes come home proud of their team and their
performance and, as the honourable member for Of the 450 athletes who make up the 1998
Lane Cove said, clean of any involvement withnational team New South Wales provided almost
certain substances, they can hold their heads highOO athletes. The athletes extend across the entire
Heading towards 2000, Australia is proud of itsrange of sports which will be on show at the Games
athletes. Australia has a reputation for doinghis year. Those local athletes, along with their team
extremely well in the Games, bearing in mind whatmates from around the rest of the country, will
might be expected on a pro rata basis of populatiofollow in the footsteps of many of our Australian
From a rural point of view | extend my good wishessporting legends, some of whom have been
to all athletes, no matter where they come from. mentioned individually today. Almost half of the
wish the three athletes from Wagga Wagga well. hthletes from New South Wales have come from
notice that quite a number of athletes on the lisprograms run by the New South Wales Institute of
were born overseas but now proudly represerBport. New South Wales Institute of Sport athletes
Australia. comprise: track and field team, 16; swimming team,

nine; cycling, three; diving, two; gymnastics, three;

Ms SEATON (Southern Highlands) [4.22 hockey, six; and weight lifting, three. In addition,
p.m.]J: | add my brief congratulations to thefive coaches and an administrator complete the New
Commonwealth Games team that will soon proudiSouth Wales Institute of Sport complement, which is
represent Australia in Malaysia. | particularly a great return for a relatively new facility.
congratulate Heather Turland on her selection.
Heather lives at Bowral in my electorate. | wish her The Games will provide all our athletes with a
well. She is a marathon runner and an amazingreat opportunity to test themselves on the
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international stage in the lead-up to the 200@evelopment and promotion of its industry and for
Olympics. | hope the experience and success thaetermining its own internal funding distributions to
athletes gain in Kuala Lumpur will be a realareas such as racecourse development. As Harness
confidence boost for many whose focus after 2Racing New South Wales will have increased
September, when the Games come to an end, wiflowers under the new arrangements and will be
sharpen on to the Sydney Olympic Games, whiclaking commercial decisions which will effect the
are only two years away. | am sure all honourableiability of harness racing clubs in areas such as
members will join with me as | send a message omacecourse development and the disbursement of
behalf of the New South Wales Parliament to thendustry funds to race clubs, the Government
entire Australian team, and to the New South Walebelieves it is appropriate that race clubs and harness
competitors in particular. |1 congratulate each andacing industry participants have direct
every one of them on their selection. Our thoughtsepresentation on the board of Harness Racing New
and best wishes will be with them for the next fewSouth Wales.

weeks as they strive for victory for themselves, their

teams and their country. At the same time, however, it is recognised
that the maintenance of public confidence in the
Motion agreed to. integrity of the racing product is essential to the
ongoing viability and development of the racing
HARNESS RACING NEW SOUTH WALES industry and that public confidence is largely based
AMENDMENT BILL on the perceived independence of controlling
authorities. In that regard, it is clear the public
Bill introduced and read a first time. expect that an industry offering a wagering product
should be properly controlled and regulated so as to
Second Reading ensure the maintenance of contemporary standards

of accountability and integrity. In order to address

Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for integrity concerns, and also to reduce problems
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theassociated with the existence of conflicting factional
Premier on Hunter Development) [4.26 p.m.]: linterests within the harness racing industry, it is

move: desirable that some independence in the membership
of Harness Racing New South Wales should be
That this bill be now read a second time. maintained in any restructure, with the appointment

of a number of ministerial nominees to complement
Harness racing in New South Wales is controlledhe industry representatives.
and regulated by Harness Racing New South Wales,
a statutory body constituted under the Harness Following wide consultation with the industry
Racing New South Wales Act 1977. The board otind the consideration of a broad range of options, it
Harness Racing New South Wales consists of sevafias determined that the most appropriate structure
members appointed by the Governor on theo serve the harness racing industry in this State
recommendation of the Minister for Gaming andwould be to retain a seven-member board with the
Racing. As honourable members are well aware, theomposition to be determined as follows: one
Totalizator Agency Board has been privatised. Thathember nominated by the New South Wales
has resulted in significant benefits to both theHarness Racing Club, or Harold Park as it is more
taxpayers of New South Wales and the racingommonly known; two members nominated by other
industry. An important element of the privatisationharness racing clubs, at least one of whom would be
package developed by the Government was thg representative of TAB clubs; one member to
removal of unnecessary regulation so as to providepresent industry participants; and three members,
the racing industry and the TAB with the freedom toincluding the chairperson, to be nominated by the
make properly considered commercial decisions iMinister for Gaming and Racing. It is proposed that
what they regard as the best interests of shareholdafse three members appointed on the nomination of
and other stakeholders, including punters and racingge Minister will be solely responsible for
industry participants. regulatory, compliance and integrity assurance

matters, including the making of rules, and will

Under the new commercial arrangements, theomprise what will be known as the regulatory

racing industry is required to negotiate contractuatommittee of Harness Racing New South Wales.
agreements with the TAB for the supply of racing
product and services in return for commercial The full board of Harness Racing New South
payment. In addition, each code of racing hasvales is to be responsible for all other matters
become more responsible for the ongoingelating to the commercial management, promotion
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and development of the industry, including thedevelopment of appropriate protocols to be applied
entering into contractual arrangements with servicen the conduct of inquiries. The Government is
providers such as the privatised TAB. Theconfident that the provisions of this bill can only
separation of the functions of the board of Harnesassist the harness racing industry in this State and
Racing New South Wales will ensure that thewill enable the industry to be well placed to
industry and club nominees will not be involvedcapitalise on the benefits which will accrue to it
with regulatory matters that may give rise to thefrom the sale of the TAB. | commend the bill to the
perception of a conflict of interest. This will not be House.

the first occasion that the harness racing industry

will have direct representation on the controlling Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Smith.
authority. The original legislation which constituted

the then-named Harness Racing Authority in 1977 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT

provided for the appointment of an eight-person(COMMUNITY LAND MANAGEMENT) BILL

board, of which five were to represent particular

industry groups. Bill introduced and read a first time.

Unfortunately, this arrangement did not prove Second Reading
successful with a 1982-83 committee of inquiry
concluding that the authority was being hindered in Mr E. T. PAGE (Coogee—Minister for Local
its operations by the fact that most industry-Government) [4.34 p.m.]: | move:
nominated members lacked business management
expertise and tended to act in the interest of the Thatthis bill be now read a second time.
particular organisation they represented, rather than )
in the overall best interests of the industry. As dt 9ives me great pleasure to introduce the Local
result, the legislation was amended in 1983 td>overnment Amendment (Community Land
remove the requirement that a number of boar®!@nagement) Bill, which makes necessary and
members be appointed to specifically represerfiésirable —reforms to the community land
industry groups. Some 15 vyears later, thdnanagement provisions of the Local Government
Government is relying on the harness racing industrg:t 1993. The _commencement of the ) Local
to adopt a more mature attitude and take fullPOVErMMeNnt Act in July 1993 resulted in the
advantage of this renewed opportunity for direcfntrOduCtlon of a new approach to the concept of

representation on Harness Racing New south Walé)éjbl'c_land management by councils. The previous
fRrescnptlve approach was replaced with a new

system whereby councils, in consultation with their
local communities, became responsible for deciding
how public land in their areas would be used and

. . ; managed. Public land was divided into operational
Racing New South Wales will have protection from : . .
. . . nd community land. Particular provision was made
defamation actions in respect of the conduct o

inquiries and will provide Hamess Racing New 0 protect valuable community land which included

. . . o .. public reserves, parks, sportsgrounds, and other land
south Wales with the discretion to hold its mqumesp P portsg

) . . . set aside for general community use. A regime was
'Vr\]/ FI)Ub“C'."mb add'|t|on,t:]-|arness R?cmg l\_le.wt Sotl:]thset in place whereby councils had to prepare plans
aes will be given the power 1o administer e ;¢ management for all community land within their

oath to persons appearing before it at inquiries, .o

These provisions are identical to those recently
included in amendments to the Thoroughbred Racing

Board Act and the Greyhound Racing Authority Act.

of the industry.

Finally, the bill will ensure that Harness

The system that was set in place provided a
o foundation for responsible and accountable
Wh”.e it would be "extremely rare for _Hamessmanagement by councils of community land. By and
.Rac[n.g New S,(?Uth Wales to iniiate its 0Wnlarge, the new system has worked well. However,
INquines ?‘“‘?‘ utilise th_ese powers, the Governmeng, . 1995, the Government has become aware that
believes it is appropriate for such powers 10 b§nere is some community concern that the present
consistent for the controlling authorities of the threeprovisions of the Act are too broadly cast.
codes of racing. Community land cannot be sold. However, there is
i widespread concern that the present provisions leave
To alleviate any concerns that these faryyg much scope for misuse of environmentally
reaching powers would be open to abuse by thgensitive land, and for inappropriate alienation of
controlling authorities, | have arranged for mycommunity land for essentially private purposes by
department to consult with the authorities on th§gease or licence. A corresponding  community
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demand for reinforcement of its right to participateis directly affected by a recovery plan or threat
in important decisions about how community land isabatement plan under those Acts must be categorised
used and managed has also become apparent.ida plan of management as a natural area. The plan
number of significant court decisions have alsanust also include the core objectives prescribed by
illustrated the need for clarification, at least, of theregulation for the category of a natural area. The
existing provisions of the Act. plan of management will be required to take account
of the existence of critical habitat or the council's
In view of those concerns, | issued a greerobligations under the recovery plan or threat
paper on community land management in Septembabatement plan, and otherwise be consistent with the
1997. The many responses to the green paper froabjects of the Threatened Species Conservation Act
all sectors of the community, including valuableor the Fisheries Management Act, as the case may
submissions from councils and other localbe. The council will be required to send a copy of
government organisations, convinced me of the nedts draft plan of management or amended plan of
for reform. It is in that context that | now presentmanagement to the Director-General of National
this bill. One of the fundamental anomalies in theParks and Wildlife or the Director of New South
present provisions relates to the categorisation dlales Fisheries, as the case may be, and to
community land in a plan of management. The Acincorporate in the plan of management any matters
at present requires a plan of management faequired by them.
community land to place the land in one or more of
the categories of a natural area, a sportsground, a The Act at present allows a plan of
park, or general community use. However, the Acthanagement to apply to more than one area of
does not define those terms, and it does not speciffommunity land. These plans are commonly referred
in what way those categories should relate to oo as generic plans of management. The
affect the way in which community land should bemanagement objectives, performance targets, et
used or managed. The bill, accordingly, makesetera, in generic plans are, of necessity, quite
provision to identify what land should appropriatelygeneral in nature. Such plans are considered
be placed in each category and prescribes a numheappropriate for community land that includes
of core management objectives that must apply toritical habitat or is directly affected by a recovery
land in each category. plan or threat abatement plan, which need quite
specific objectives, performance targets, et cetera.
These definitions and core objectives areAccordingly, the bill provides that the plan of
contained in a draft exposure regulation that | willmanagement applying to an area of land that is
release today for public comment. The definitionritical habitat or directly affected by a recovery
and core objectives have been developed iplan or threat abatement plan must apply only to
consultation with a number of government agenciethat area of community land. Such land cannot be
that have a direct interest in environmental and landhcluded in a generic plan of management.
issues. A major consequence of defining the
categories of community land and core objectives Also, until such time as a new plan of
for each of them will be to enable environmentalmanagement is adopted or an existing plan of
and other values of community land to be bettemanagement is amended, the use of the land must
identified and protected. It will also enablenot be varied in a detrimental manner. Changes of
community land to be more appropriately managedse will be allowed for the council to comply with
to achieve a responsible balance between protectidis obligations in relation to critical habitat, et cetera,
of relevant values and use of the land by thdo give effect to the prescribed core objectives or to
community. The bill introduces a fifth category of cease an inappropriate use. No new lease or licence
community land, namely, an area of -culturalof the land may be granted in that interim period.
significance. This will enable specific measures tdNew section 36C makes similar provisions with
be developed for the protection and preservation akgard to land that is the subject of a council
items of cultural, as distinct from natural, value. Itresolution declaring that the land has a known
will also remove any possibility of conflicting natural, geological, geomorphological, scenic or
management objectives arising from cultural andther feature that is considered by the council to
natural items being covered by the same category. warrant protection or special management
considerations.
New sections 36A and 36B apply specifically
to community land that is affected by an instrument New section 36D applies to land that the
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act @ouncil declares by resolution to be an area of
the Fisheries Management Act. Under those sectionsyltural significance, and contains provisions similar
any land that is declared to be critical habitat or thato those in sections 36A to 36C. Land would be
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declared an area of cultural significance because @xchanged or otherwise disposed of. This will not
the presence on the land of any item that the counailhange. However, in addition to providing for the
considers to be of Aboriginal, historical or culturalgranting of leases and licences for community land,
significance. Any proposal by a council to changehe Act also currently allows the granting of any
the category of community land from a natural areather estate in community land for any purpose and
or an area of cultural significance to anothemwithout any requirement for prior public notification.
category will require a public hearing. The types and’here is no real reason that the granting of other
purposes for which buildings may be erected or usedstates should be dealt with differently to leases or
under lease or licence on land categorised as leences.
natural area will also be strictly regulated.
With some exceptions necessary for practical
The bill makes other provisions relating to thereasons, the bill will make the granting of other
quality and content of plans of managemenestates in community land subject to similar
generally, including some restraints concerningequirements to those applying to the granting of
approvals for major development, subleasing anbkases and licences. New provisions in the bill will
construction of public roads on community land.limit the granting of leases, licences and other
Under the present provisions a council is required testates in respect of community land that is managed
exhibit publicly a draft plan of management. Nounder a generic plan of management. Under the new
further exhibition is needed if the council considergrovisions a generic plan of management will
that amendments to the exhibited plan are nagenerally only be able to authorise the granting of a
substantial. This has been a source of considerabliease, licence or other estate in respect of the
community concern. There is significant scope focommunity land to which it applies for a purpose
disagreement on the question of whether a particulgorescribed in the regulations. Prescribed purposes
amendment is substantial or not substantial, and theill be strictly low impact. Different considerations
issue has already led to court action. The potentialill apply to a plan of management that applies to
for further court challenge in any particular case ionly one area of community land.
significant.
At present an authorisation in a plan of
Community land management is now largelymanagement for the granting of a lease or licence of
the responsibility of the council and its community.community land may be limited to the granting of a
Therefore, it is important in terms of transparency inease or licence for a public purpose or by reference
local decision making and community participationto other matters. Under that provision it will be
that such a relatively minor cause for disputepossible for community land to be leased for a
between a council and its community be removedourely private purpose not associated with any
Accordingly, the bill amends the Act to require all public benefit. This is widely regarded as
amendments to an exhibited draft plan ofunacceptable, and there is a strong feeling in the
management to be publicly exhibited for furthercommunity that leases and licences of community
submissions before the plan may be adopted. Onlgand should only be granted for a public purpose.
the amendments are required to be further exhibitedhe Government supports that view. Accordingly, an
and submissions will be limited to the amendmentsamportant reform is that, with some exceptions either
Re-exhibition of amendments will not thereforespecified in the bill or to be prescribed by
re-open the whole plan of management to furtheregulation, leases, licences and other estates in
public comment. If the amendments are truly notespect of community land may only be granted for
substantial, the additional process should nowvhat are essentially public purposes.
unreasonably delay adoption of the plan of
management. Councils will no longer be able to grant leases,
rights of way, et cetera, for a purely private purpose,
The other main area of reform is that dealingsuch as allowing vehicular access over community
with the granting of leases, licences and other estatéend to adjoining privately owned land. Another
in respect of community land. Particular provision isimportant reform is that, with some exceptions
made to permit the granting of leases, licences angrescribed by regulation, a proposal by a council to
other estates in respect of community land for thgrant a lease, licence or other estate in respect of
provision of public utilities. Sometimes this wascommunity land for a term of five years or less
overlooked in the preparation of some plans ofmust be publicly notified in the same way as is
management, causing some unintended difficulties irequired for leases, et cetera, for terms of more than
the provision of these necessary works. At preseriive years. A period for lodgment of submissions
the Act prohibits community land from being sold, must be allowed, and the council will have to
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consider all submissions lodged during the LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT
prescribed public notification period. Councils will (OMBUDSMAN'S RECOMMENDATIONS)
generally not be required to obtain ministerial BILL
consent to the granting of leases or licences for
terms of five years or less even if objections are Bill introduced and read a first time.
lodged. However, there will be cases in which
ministerial oversight of such proposals is desirable Second Reading
in the overall public interest.
Mr E. T. PAGE (Coogee—Minister for Local
Accordingly, new section 47A effectively Government) [4.48 p.m.]: | move:
empowers the Minister to require a particular
proposal to be referred for prior ministerial consent That this bill be now read a second time.
before the lease, licence or other estate may bhe .
granted. Other less significant measures to enhané\eam pleased to mtroduc.e the Local Goyernment
transparency, accountability and public participatior}L mendment (Ombudsman’s Recommendations) Bill

. . . ; (?98. This small bill contains an important
in relation to leases, licences, et cetera, are detaile

. ) ) . . amendment to the Local Government Act 1993. The
in the bill. The bill also contains provisions to close

loonhol ith d to th lienati mendment is aimed at enhancing the ability of the
some opploes \;]v] h r:egar 0 the aliena |0nho overnment to achieve change in councils when an
community land which have become apparent. T €¥mbudsman investigation results in the Ombudsman

provisions allow the alienation of community Iandrecommending that change is necessary. The
otherwise than in strict compliance with theqgmpudsman has expressed concern at the
provisions of the Act relating to the granting Ofinadequacy of the present system of reporting the
leases, licenses and other estates. failure of councils to comply with the
recommendations of the Ombudsman. The
Briefly, the bill provides that any lease, etOmbudsman has sought an extension to the
cetera, for a term of five years or less that includesinister's powers to enable him to enforce such
incentives for future councils to renew it uponrecommendations. This bill has the support of the
expiry of the original term will be regarded asparliamentary Committee on the Office of the
conferring an option for renewal for a term equal toOmbudsman and the Police Integrity Commission,
the further term. This will ensure that the need fowhich tabled its report in the Parliament on 13
ministerial consent to such a proposal, on thélovember 1997.
premise that the lease, et cetera, is only for five
years, cannot be avoided by use of that device. A  Currently, where the Ombudsman investigates
second loophole allows the alienation of communityhe conduct of a public authority, including a
land otherwise than by way of a lease or licence. Afouncil, and finds that it is contrary to law or
present a council may instead enter into AInsatisfactory for other reasons set out in the
management arrangement with some person or bomPudsman Act, the Ombudsman may make a

that effectively allows exclusive use of land or areport on th_e matter. - The report may include
building. Such an arrangement is not subject t(?ecommendatlons about further action as necessary.

. n the case of local government, the report is given
specific statutory controls. : ;

P y to me and the council concerned. If the Ombudsman

is not satisfied that sufficient steps are taken as a

Accord![pgly, new SeTtIO.n 47D prohibits, \t’Y'th consequence of the report, the Ombudsman may
some exceptions, any exclusive use or occupation gf ., . ", report to Parliament. | must make a

community land otherwise than in accordance with Rtatement to Parliament in response to the report

lease, licence or estate granted in accordance Witliihin 12 sitting days. This is not, in every case, a
the Act. Appropriate transitional provisions arégitaple or effective method for dealing with a
included in the bill to require existing plans of council's failure to comply with the Ombudsman's
management to be brought into compliance with thgecommendations. On the other hand, when a
new provisions in some circumstances to enablgouncil is investigated under the Local Government
existing leases, licences and other matters to remantt by a departmental representative, | may make
in place at least until their designated terminatiorbinding orders on the council arising from any
date, or to allow a reasonable time for compliancegecommendations contained in the departmental
with the new provisions. | commend the bill to therepresentative's report.
House.
In relation to local councils the areas of
Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Smith. investigation undertaken by the Department of Local
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Government and the Ombudsman ardahe legislation under which the banana industry
complementary. Officers of both agencies regularlypperates complies with the State's obligations under
confer with a view to maximising resources andhe competition principles agreement. It may help
avoiding duplication. In fact a recent examination ofhonourable members to understand the bill if | give
this very issue by the Ombudsman concluded that brief outline of the New South Wales banana
there is virtually no duplication. As a matter ofindustry and of the legislation which has been
practice the Department of Local Government tendenacted to assist the industry. New South Wales and
to focus on general council administration while theQueensland are the major banana producing States
Ombudsman targets individual issues. This allocatiom Australia. In New South Wales banana production
reflects the different range of enforcement provisiongccurs in two distinct coastal districts. These are
available in the Ombudsman Act, including thelocated between Tweed Heads and Maclean in the
power to recommend payment of compensatiomorth and between South West Rocks and
There may be occasions when | will need additionaWWoolgoolga in the south.
information from the Ombudsman before making an
order. In fact, the practical aspects of the proposal Primarily as a result of disease control
will necessitate closer liaison with the Ombudsmanproblems and inconsistency in product quality,
including in the preliminary stages of thestatutory powers to regulate the marketing of
Ombudsman's investigations. bananas in New South Wales were introduced in
1969. In that year the Banana Industry Act
| may also consider it appropriate to advise aconstituted the banana marketing control committee.
council which has failed to take sufficient steps toThis Act was replaced by the current Banana
address the recommendations in the Ombudsmantsustry Act which established the banana industry
report of my intention to make an order and tocommittee—BIC. The BIC is provided with wide
consider the council's response. These are procedupawers to regulate and improve the quality of
aspects which will be developed during the coursbananas within New South Wales. It also controls
of implementation. It is important to note that thethe transportation and distribution of bananas to
existing orders powers are invoked in respect ofarious markets in New South Wales. The BIC is
very serious matters only. It is envisaged that thelso empowered to impose compulsory charges on
order power provided by the amendment will also berowers to fund a range of functions. These include
used selectively. The vast majority of cases wilresearch, pest and disease control, advertising and
continue to be satisfactorily dealt with by negotiationpromotion, market information and development,
between the Ombudsman and the council. Theducation, quality assurance and industry
amendments proposed in this bill will provide anrepresentation.
additional means of resolution. In appropriate cases
it will allow me to treat recommendations made in This bill proposes amendments to the Banana
each report prepared by the Ombudsman in exactindustry Act in accordance with the
the same way as a recommendation made in a reposgcommendations of the competition policy review
prepared by a departmental representative under tlé that Act. The review was conducted to fulfil the
Local Government Act. | commend the bill to theNew South Wales Government's commitment under
House. the competition principles agreement. The terms of
reference for the review required an assessment of
Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Smith. whether the public benefits of the legislation
establishing the BIC exceeded the costs. It also
BANANA INDUSTRY AMENDMENT BILL required an assessment of whether the objectives of
the legislation can be achieved other than by
Bill introduced and read a first time. restricting competition within the industry. The
review group, on which the banana industry was
Second Reading represented, carried out a very comprehensive
review of the Act and considered the many activities
Mr AMERY (Mount Druitt—Minister for of the BIC on a case-by-case basis.
Agriculture, and Minister for Land and Water

Conservation) [4.52 p.m.]: | move: | commend the members of the review group
for the thorough job they did and for the most
That this bill be now read a second time. informative report which resulted from their work.

In carrying out its review, the review group prepared
This bill continues the Government's program ofan issues paper outlining the review process and the
modernising the legislation regulating primarykey issues to be considered. The public were invited
production in New South Wales. It also ensures thab make submissions to assist the review group in its
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deliberations and, in addition, public workshopsdemonstrated that the power results in a net public
were conducted in  Murwillumbah and Coffs benefit.
Harbour. In considering the benefits and costs of the
Banana Industry Act, and its anticompetitive effects, This Government is not satisfied of the
the review group divided the activities of the BICexistence of any net public benefit from the
into two simple categories. These were its industryransport direction power. There is no evidence that
service functions and its market powers. the transport direction and the power on which it
relies addresses any form of market failure or
Turning first to the industry service functions provides any public benefit that could not otherwise
of the committee, the review concluded that therde realised in the absence of the direction. The
was strong industry support for compulsory chargéanana industry is divided on the issue of repeal of
powers for industry service functions, such aghe transport direction power, but there is a
research and development and pest and diseasgbstantial body of support for this move. This
control. It also concluded that these activities wersupport is understandable given that the transport
an effective and efficient means of addressinglirection imposes costs on one sector of the industry
industry-wide problems of free riders and spilloversn order to subsidise other growers. No other
and that they therefore yielded net public benefits. Imgricultural industry in the State restricts the
accordance with this conclusion, the bill provides fotransport of produce in this manner and the
the continuation of the committee's involvement inGovernment considers there is no good reason why
these areas, provided of course that there continudse BIC should have the power to do so.
to be industry support. This is assured by providinghccordingly, this bill ends the current transport
for polls of growers. direction.

On the other hand, the review group concluded The bill also provides for the repeal of the
that issues such as quality control and markeBIC's power to issue future directions with respect
assurance are primarily issues of competitive markéd the transportation of bananas. After this bill
advantage. Accordingly, it is this Government's viewbecomes law growers will be free to negotiate their
that the market should be allowed to either rewardwn arrangements for the transport of their bananas.
or penalise growers on quality grounds and thaln doing so, the Government expects that cost
legislation in this area is not appropriate. Regulatorgavings and efficiency benefits to the industry will
intervention is therefore unnecessary and the billesult. Of course, all growers will be free to
proposes to repeal those provisions of the Act thatontinue to use the transport services provided by
give the BIC powers over such matters. Producthe BGF if they so choose. The choice will be
quality issues can be voluntarily addressed by ththeirs. The power to regulate the transport of
industry, for example by developing a qualitybananas is not the only power in the Act which
assurance program or code of practice. Individualegulates banana marketing. Other market powers
growers would then be free to decide whethenclude the power to impose supply or quality
participation in such schemes would give them @&ontrols. The review group concluded that these
market advantage and therefore benefit theipowers also do not yield net public benefits. It
business. concluded that the issues these powers were

originally designed to address are either no longer

Throughout the review process particularrelevant or can be addressed by non-legislative
attention was given to the BIC's power to regulateneans.
the transportation of bananas. It does this by issuing
a direction, under powers contained in the Act, As | have already said, this bill provides for
which, in general terms, requires that bananas growthe removal of these powers. These amendments are
and sold in New South Wales must be transportedecessary to ensure that this Government complies
on transport provided by the BIC or by a BIC with its obligations under the competition principles
approved person. In accordance with this directioragreement. However, the Government also believes
the BIC has appointed the BGF Co-operative Ltd athat these changes are in the best long-term interests
the sole transport operator. The transport direction isf the New South Wales banana industry. The bill
clearly a restriction on competition since it preventsalso removes the requirement that the BIC seek
individual growers from negotiating their own approval from the Minister for Agriculture for the
arrangements for the transport of bananas. If thsetting of grower charges and the allocation of its
Government is to meet its obligations under theannual budget. This will provide the BIC with more
competition principles agreement and thus receivautonomy and increase its capacity to respond to
payments from the Commonwealth Government, thanforseen industry issues and demands throughout
transport direction power can be retained only if it isthe year.
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One other issue that the bill addresses relat€d®@mbudsman sought clarification in June 1998 about
to the voting entitlements of growers. Under the Actwhether applications for controlled operations may
the voting entitlements of growers differ dependingoe submitted by fax. It was always intended that the
on the area of their farms. These amendments do nose of faxes should be available at all steps in the
have any impact on the current voting entitlement ofpproval process for controlled operations. This is
any grower. The amendments are in the nature avident in section 8 of the Act and clause 5 of the
statute law revision and simply clarify the relevantLaw Enforcement (Controlled Operations)
parts of the Act. The bhill does not affect theRegulation 1998, which allow for decisions to
continued existence of the BIC. It ensures that thapprove or vary an application to be faxed.

BIC can still provide many important industry

service functions to New South Wales banana However, the Crown Solicitor advised that
growers and that the Government's commitmentsecause the Act is silent in relation to applications,
under the competition principles agreement aran amendment will clarify that they may also be
fulfilled. It also restores to individual growers thefaxed. The bill puts the matter beyond doubt. The
freedom to make their own arrangements withoill inserts in section 5 of the Law Enforcement
respect to supply and quality control. | am confiden{Controlled Operations) Act a new subsection 5(4)
that the bill will assist the banana industry inwhich states that, for the purposes of the Act, a copy
maintaining its position as a supplier ofof an application that has been faxed has the same
competitively priced quality fruit. | commend the effect as the original. The Government is serious

bill to the House. about providing the tools needed to assist the police
and other law enforcement agencies in their fight
Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Smith. against crime and corruption. The bill exemplifies
the Government's unwavering commitment to the
LAW ENFORCEMENT (CONTROLLED safety and wellbeing of New South Wales
OPERATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL communities. | commend the bill to the House.
Bill introduced and read a first time. Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Smith.
Second Reading PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
[5.02]: | move:

WATER ALLOCATION
That this bill be now read a second time.
Mr SMALL (Murray) [5.05 p.m.]: | refer
The final report of the Royal Commission into thetonight to the importance of water in the south-
New South Wales Police Service recommended thatastern part of New South Wales. During the past
legislation be enacted to overcome the difficultiesveek lengthy debate has taken place on the quality
for law enforcement agencies arising from the Highof Sydney's water. Honourable members would be
Court decision in the case of Ridgeway. Theaware that in the northern part of New South Wales
Government responded by enacting the Lawhere are ample water flows from the northern rivers
Enforcement (Controlled Operations) Act 1997.nto the Darling River. However, shortages of water
which came into effect on 1 March this year. Thein the upper catchments of the Murray River system
Act provides for the authorisation, conduct andare causing problems for irrigators in the electorate
monitoring of operations that involve what would of Murray. | am pleased to note that the Minister for
otherwise be unlawful activities. It is a significant Agriculture, and Minister for Land and Water
law enforcement tool in the fight against seriousConservation is present in the Chamber. | know that
crime and corruption. Controlled operations areéhe also is concerned that irrigators in the Murray
conducted with strict accountability. electorate have access to sufficient water to meet
their needs during the coming season.
As members of this House would be aware,
there is extensive external monitoring. The The Snowy Mountains hydro-electric scheme
Ombudsman reviews all the controlled operationgs greatly enhanced by water within the catchments,
conducted by the Independent Commission Againsh particular Lake Eucumbene. At present the system
Corruption, the New South Wales Crimeholds about three million megalitres of water. |
Commission, the New South Wales Police Serviceinderstand that the Minister intends to meet with
and the Police Integrity Commission. As part of hetmembers of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric
responsibility to monitor accountability, the Authority in the hope of securing water from that
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area, which will be of great benefit to irrigators. |assistance he can give us and | am willing to do
was pleased to hear yesterday's announcement tleaterything | can do to help as well.
the water allocation for the Murray Valley will be
increased from 11 per cent to 30 per cent. However, Mr AMERY (Mount Druitt—Minister for
that is still the lowest allocation | can recall in theAgriculture, and Minister for Land and Water
history of the area since allocations were gazetted i@onservation) [5.10 p.m.]: | thank the honourable
the Murray Valley. The irrigators of the Murray are member for Murray for his support of the irrigators
in a desperate plight as they prepare to plant rice his region. Despite all the rain in northern New
and summer crops, water pastures and finish offouth Wales and the central west, irrigators in the
cereal crops. lIrrigators are geared up to mov®lurrumbidgee and Murray are missing out. The
quickly to prepare their soil. Some are alreadyHume Dam on the Murray River is still only 41 per
preparing their land despite the limited availabilitycent full and the Dartmouth Dam is 42 per cent full.
of water, because they need to achieve results nowBut there is a glimmer of hope. A 30 per cent
allocation is available for general security water
| also raise the issue of off-allocation. users, which includes rice growers, in the New
Whenever flows exceed water requirements withirSouth Wales Murray Valley. High security water
the Murray River system, that water off-allocationusers, which includes horticulturalists and wine
would be made available to irrigators this year. Upgrape growers, continue to have 100 per cent
to-date allocation announcements are also importargllocation.
Perhaps at this crucial time weekly announcements
could be made so that irrigators know what will be From an historical perspective the starting
available, and can prepare for planting. Perhapallocation of zero per cent for general security users
announcements could be made at least up until teanounced on 24 July was the lowest initial
middle of January. Another important issue is theallocation since the scheme was introduced. By 17
total flexibility for water transfers between StatesAugust the allocation had been lifted to 11 per cent,
and river valleys. This will also help irrigators of theand it has now been increased to 30 per cent.
Murray Valley. The cap should not be tied this yearLooking forward, there are nine chances in 10 that
because irrigators are operating under the moghe allocation will rise to 40 per cent by the end of
difficult circumstances. the season and there is a 50-50 chance of the
allocation rising to 87 per cent. With these
A large volume of water is coming down the probabilities, irrigators should continue to plan and
Darling River system. It is pleasing to note thatmanage their water use very carefully.
Menindie Lakes will fill, Lake Victoria is filling,
and consequently South Australia's water needs will As a precautionary measure, in the event that
be met. The water flowing down the Darling Riverallocations do not go beyond the 80 per cent mark,
will probably last for another two or three months,the honourable member will be pleased to know that
thereby greatly enhancing water supplies to Southhave written to the chairman of the Snowy council
Australia. However, | appreciate the requirements ofirgently seeking water above the normal notified
the Hume Dam, the Dartmouth Dam and the Murrayeleases. A decision will be made at the council's
River system. At times off-allocation flows would meeting tomorrow afternoon, 11 September. | am
occur as a result of water flowing from the Ovensconfident that the New South Wales member on the
and Kiewa rivers. That water will not need to becouncil will enthusiastically present a strong case for
channelled to South Australia because Soutthe releases. Mr Kim Alverez of the department,
Australia's requirements will have been met. who | understand is well known to the honourable
member for Murray, has been in close contact with
| urge the Minister to do everything in his both Murray Irrigation Limited and Mike Hedditch
power to help irrigators at this time. On the presenbf the Rice Growers Association, developing a
30 per cent allocation very little rice will be able to strong economic case to support the releases. |
be grown. The State relies heavily on the exportaution, however, that even if we are successful in
market of rice from the Murray Valley, as well asgaining this additional water, realistically it will
from the Coleambally region and the Murrumbidgeeaepresent only 5 per cent to 10 per cent of
Irrigation Area. Ricegrowers and irrigators areallocation. | say again that irrigators should continue
extremely dependent on the cash flows from cropt® manage their water use very carefully.
produced. Any benefits provided to the State's
economy will flow through to the national economy The honourable member for Murray has my
as well. | know the Minister will do everything in assurance that, although resources are constrained,
his power to help us. | look forward to the any off-allocation will be announced whenever



7288 ASSEMBLY 8 September 1998 PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

possible. | expect that access to off-allocation water That cluster approach was emphasised by the
will be available for some time in the lower river asregional employment summit held in November

a result of the Darling River floods. The upper river1997. That summit was attended by more than 120
announcement will be dependent on the size of thpeople representing business and the community,
Victorian and Murrumbidgee tributary inputs. | takeand it strongly endorsed the cluster development
on board everything the honourable member foprogram that the regional development organisation
Murray said, and | will report back to him by letter was sponsoring. HURDO, as it is called, has devised

next week. and implemented a structured cluster development
program in the Hunter region, and is proceeding in a

HUNTER REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT structured, staged manner. First, it is mapping
ORGANISATION cluster capabilities and opportunities, and then

noting barriers to cluster formation. It puts together
Mr GAUDRY (Newcastle) [5.12 p.m.]: Last a strategic plan, creates specific project plans, then
year people in the Hunter region were shocked blaunches the clusters and moves forward to monitor
the decision of Broken Hill Proprietary Limited to and evaluate their progress.
cut back on steel-making in the city. The response
by the State Government was very welcome and the In the Hunter, some 17 cluster groups have
setting up of the Beyond 2000 Committee under thbeen recognised and targeted. They are:
chairmanship of the Minister for Gaming andagribusiness; arts and entertainment; building and
Racing, and Minister Assisting the Premier onconstruction; defence; education and training;
Hunter Development was one of the initiatives takerengineering and fabrication; the equine industry;
to deal with the change that was going to occurinformation technology and telecommunications; the
That is only one of the changes that have beemarine industry; medical research; metals; mining;
occurring in the Hunter Region as it moves fromsurfing; sustainable industries; tourism; transport;
heavy industrial activity based on steelmaking anénd wine. One feature is that once the clusters are
coal mining to a much more diversified economyput together they become part of a self-driving
That move was noted and prepared for by th@rocess. There is tremendous enthusiasm amongst
former Federal Government by the setting up othe cluster groups and particularly amongst leading
regional development organisations. business people in those groups. They are aware of
great potential if they co-operate and seek to build
The Hunter Regional Developmenton advantages and opportunities both for the local
Organisation was set up under the proposals founuarket and for export.
in the Working Nationdocument prepared by the
former Federal Government. That regional Overseas experience has shown that from these
development organisation, formed through a procesdusters one can expect sustainable jobs, better
of open consultation in the Hunter, brought togethecustomer and supplier links, development of
representatives of three levels of government, thspecialised skills, and development of alliances and
education and training sector, the trade uniometworks. Clusters become investment magnets. That
movement, the Hunter business community, and kejunter region has adopted the approach developed
regional development organisations. From théy the Hunter Regional Development Organisation. |
beginning it focused on setting up a review ofpay tribute to the former Federal Government for its
industry in the Hunter, seeking out the advantagefresight in setting up these regional development
that industry groups had in the Hunter, and buildingrganisations.
on those advantages to look to new industry in the
future, to give the Hunter both employment and KIDS 'N' CREEKS COMPETITION
export potential.
Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [5.17 p.m.]: |
One focus for the Hunter Regionalwish to detail an important environmental
Development Organisation was development ofompetition involving schoolchildren that s
strategies around industry clusters. Suclturrently taking place in the local government area
development has been a trend in many countriesf Fairfield, and in particular in my electorate of
Governments and businesses have found that @abramatta. The Fairfield Kids 'N' Creeks
heavy industrialised centres, such as Pittsburgltompetition is sponsored annually by Fairfield City
Glasgow and Minnesota, the best way forward is t@ouncil and the Rotary Club of Fairfield. The
look at strengths, link those strengths, and build in @ompetition involves primary schools within the
co-operative way for the future employmentFairfield local government area that are interested in
potential of the region. restoring part of a local creek as an environmental
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project. The competition was initiated by a FairfieldOne winner will be selected from each school and
creeks and wetlands group in 1996 to improve th&ill receive a $20 prize. Prizes will be awarded on
condition of the city's watercourses, many of whichMonday by the Minister for the Environment, the
suffered from loss of native vegetation coverHon. Pam Allan. We are grateful for her attendance
reduced native animal habitat, weed infestation, bané&nd contribution at this year's Kids 'N' Creeks
erosion, and litter and solid waste. program.

Today the Kids 'N' Creeks competition Following the judging, Our Lady of Mount
involves six local primary schools and 195 studentsCarmel Primary School in my electorate was
More than 2,500 native plants and shrubs have beeelected as this year's winner. All four classes of
planted at the project sites and at least 200 metres péar four took part in the competition, which
riverbank have been revegetated and cleared afcluded more than 116 students, and worked on a
weeds and rubbish. The aim of the competition is t@800-metre area along Green Valley Creek. The
increase the awareness and involvement of localkchool planted nearly 500 native trees, shrubs and
primary school children in local creek and associatedround cover, and removed 240 litres of rubbish
bushland environmental issues by undertaking f&om the site. Some of the litter has been sorted for
creek restoration project. The objectives of theecycling. | would like to take this opportunity to
competition are, first, to restore local creek areas textend my congratulations to Our Lady of Mount
their natural state, directly revegetating the site wittCarmel Primary School on its fabulous effort. |
native species, controlling weeds and removingvould also like to commend Fairfield Rotary Club
waste materials; second, to educate local primargnd Fairfield council for continuing this program,
school children in the value of local creeks andwhich will only instil local pride and greater
associated bushland, and, third, to improve thawareness about the need to maintain and
attractiveness of creek areas to students amehabilitate the local urban environment.
encourage local community pride and ownership.

UNLICENSED FINANCE BROKERING

The competition started in 1996 with two
schools. Harrington Street was the winner. In 1997 Mr MacCARTHY (Strathfield) [5.22 p.m.]: |
six schools took part in the program, and Canleyaise a matter of great distress to one of my
Vale was the winning school. This year severconstituents Mr Neville Murphy, an elderly
schools took part in the competition. Canley Valegentleman who has lost a large amount of money.
Public School took interest in a site along OrpharHis case highlights that the courts can deny justice
School Creek on the corner of Queen Street ant individuals. He and his son have lost at least
Sackville Street; Our Lady of Mount Carmel School$250,000. The law in New South Wales has
took a spot along Green Valley Creek; Carramaprevented them from recovering their money. The
Public School embarked on a project along Prospeelvents go back some time, and | have to simplify
Creek; Villawood Public School along Burns Creekthem in the interests of time. In the early part of
at Villawood; Mount Pritchard Public School also1990 the Murphys were approached by one Martin
along the Green Valley Creek; and Harrington Stree€omer, then an accountant in Five Dock, to lend
Primary School along Green Valley Creek alongmoney through him to other parties. | believe that
Homebush Road at Cabramatta. Each school h&gr Comer now lives in St. Ives. Between May 1990
planted more than 500 plants during this year'snd March 1991 these gentlemen foolishly, as it
competition, as well as removed rubbish, carried ouurned out, trusted Mr Comer who, unbeknown to
drain stencilling activities, recycled rubbish andthem, was a bankrupt.
mulched garden areas.

He offered them the opportunity to lend money

The schools are judged on their interest anét high interest rates and foolishly they did so on a
enthusiasm, safety awareness, the level of skill ihandshake, without the benefit of written records.
various activities, the level of direction required andThey borrowed the money to onlend it. One may say
level of achievement on a weekly basis. Each schodhey were foolish indeed to do it, but foolishness is
also submits a report on the work it has carried ouhot uncommon in our society. Comer the accountant
during the competition. The winning school will did not inform the Murphys of the then provisions
receive $500, a worm farm and 30 native plantsof the Credit Act and the Credit (Finance Brokers)
The other schools will each receive $200 and #&ct which required them to possess a licence. More
worm farm. Each student will receive a certificateimportantly, he did not tell them that if they lent
and a plant. As part of the competition, each studemhoney without possessing a licence they not only
is invited to make a poster about what is wrong wittrisked not getting any interest, but they also risked
the creek or how we can make our creeks bettetosing the principal. However, it seems that Comer
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advised the borrowers that this was the situation an@df Wollongong. On 31 August the Deputy Premier,
therefore, they did not have to repay even thand Minister for Health officially opened the new
principal of the loans because the lenders wer850 million clinical services building at Wollongong
unlicensed. Hospital. At long last the notorious Greiner hole in
the ground has been filled. The building is now
Hampered by the legal provisions and the lacKunctioning. The project originally began some time
of written contracts, in the past seven years the the 1970s under the old Wollongong Hospital
Murphys have had no success whatsoever iBoard under the chairmanship of Jean Johnston,
recovering their money. Those who received theubsequently Tom Wren and, before the formation
money deny it was received from them as loans, buif the area health service board, Keith Davis. By
rather that it was repayment of debts owed byarly 1980 the hospital board had effectively
Comer. One wonders how the Murphys could havestablished the need for an additional building on
owed money to Comer. One can only wonder howhe site.
Comer, as a bankrupt, could receive money from the
Murphys on the one hand and settle alleged debts to  Subsequently, with the formation of the area
third parties on the other without the administratoihealth service and discussions with the Health
of his bankruptcy knowing of it. The key features ofDepartment in Sydney an extensive program was
the credit legislation which impact on this case werearried out to assess the needs of Wollongong
introduced in early 1995 with very little publicity. It Hospital. As a result of that assessment, what was to
is not surprising that the Murphys had no idea thabe a small additional building—an annexe to an
they had to be licensed. Their punishment for theiexisting one—became a significant building in its
ignorance is the loss of $250,000, maybe $300,00@wn right. Delays have occurred during the past
and bankruptcy. seven years from the election of the previous
Government in 1988 to its fall in 1995. A further
Apparently, no-one in the Government hasassessment was then undertaken, which increased the
seen fit to prosecute Comer for acting as ariloor space from just under 10,000 square feet to
unlicensed finance broker. Thus far no-one seems fast under 13,000 square feet. That building has now
have brought him to book for his role. The law ofbeen constructed and officially opened. No doubt all
New South Wales as it then applied—and | believénonourable members are aware that Hickman House,
it has changed since—has resulted in the Murphythe oldest part of the complex, is scheduled for
having been legally defrauded. There would appeatemolition and replacement at a cost of $62.5
to have been a successful conspiracy between Commillion.
and those who received the money. My
representations to the Attorney General, and Minister ~ The Premier performed the official opening of
for Fair Trading have evoked nothing butthe entertainment centre at Wollongong, which took
unsympathetic responses from his department. Th@ace on 3 September. Premier Nick Greiner of the
Murphys have tried all sorts of things. They havecoalition Government announced that Wollongong
tried to get legal aid to pursue their case. and Newcastle would get entertainment centres. That
is largely all the progress that was made. Some
They have tried the Department of Fairmovement was made under the subsequent Liberal
Trading, but were told that Fair Trading is to protectPremier, but nothing great happened. The main
lenders from borrowers not, as in this case, aeason for that is that money was not to be granted
consumer of finance broking services from arbut was to come in the form of a loan. Bob Carr as
unscrupulous bankrupt accountant. The law is cleateader of the Opposition on 4 November 1994
| am not a lawyer, but everything | have read seemannounced that a Labor government if elected in
to say that according to the law they are not entitleddarch 1995 would complete the entertainment
to recover their money because they wer&entre in its first term and that all funding from the
unlicensed. It may be the law of the land, but in myState Government would be by way of a grant.
view it is not justice. Two people, albeit very naive
and foolish, have lost their life savings—a quarter of Construction of the centre commenced after
a million dollars—and more. | hope the AttorneyMarch 1995. Wollongong now has a 6,000-seat
General might intervene to do something to help thentertainment centre. The State Government has

Murphy family. made a contribution of just on $18.5 million, all of
which has come by way of grant. The trust has
WOLLONGONG HOSPITAL AND sought additional money. The new entertainment
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE centre is most impressive. It will bring a great deal

of pleasure to the community and will generate a
Mr SULLIVAN (Wollongong) [5.27 p.m.]: | great deal of economic activity. We are now able to
want to talk about official openings in the electoratesee in Wollongong shows and entertainment for
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which people would previously have had to travel tctOOSH so they have to go home to an empty house
Sydney or Canberra. rather than attend the OOSH. Second, it is very
difficult to maintain numbers at the OOSH and keep
The Michael Crawford show, for example, isthe facility financial.
attracting people from Victoria, rural and south-
western New South Wales and the southern and | ask that school bus rules be changed so that
south-western suburbs of Sydney as well as fromhildren can take a school bus to an approved after
Wollongong. | hope that show will form a typical school hours care service, for example the Colo
pattern of shows using the entertainment centre fovale OOSH, rather than their own home. Parental
international performers to prepare their acts beforapproval would be required. The result would be
hitting major metropolitan centres such as Sydneynany children having better quality after school
and Melbourne. | have a great deal of pleasure ihours care, and many parents would feel much
reporting to the Parliament the official openings atappier knowing what their children were doing in
Wollongong of the hospital clinical servicesthe hours between school finishing and parents
building, on 31 August, and the entertainmentrriving at home. | have written to the Minister for

centre, on 3 September. Transport on this issue. He refused to consider my
first application. On 23 June | wrote to the Minister
COLO VALE AND HILLTOP SERVICES requesting a meeting and that a delegation of parents

might come to see him about the matter. So far | am
Ms SEATON (Southern Highlands) [5.32 still waiting on his reply.

p.m.]: This evening | wish to speak about the plight
of parents of school-age children, and the children The second issue | raise this evening concerns
themselves, in the northern villages of my electorateschool bus passes at Colo Vale and Hilltop. Late last
namely Hilltop and Colo Vale. | wish to draw two year or earlier this year several parents in the Colo
issues to the attention of honourable members, andale area received advice from the Department of
particularly to the attention of the Minister for Transport that approximately 40 children who were
Transport, and Minister for Roads. The first issuereviously eligible for school bus passes were no
relates to access to the OOSH, the out of schodbnger deemed eligible. The rules that govern free
hours care facility. The second concerns access sxhool bus passes contain the following condition:

free school bus travel.
To be eligible for free school travel under the School Student

On the first issue. | first congratulate Vivian Transport Scheme, primary school students must reside more
! g than 1.6km radial distance or 2.4km walking distance from the

Rae and Jane Vainsar and their team, and school attended. However, the safety of walking routes to a
particularly the principal of the Colo Vale primary school for students, who are ineligible under the Scheme, are
school, Maree Tynan, on their hard work in @assessed on an individual basis.

establishing the OOSH service. This facility has .

enjoyed council support. | am pleased that thé\nyone who has walked around Hilltop and Colo
recently been able to provide the OOSH with extra? SUmmer one finds long grass, snakes lurking, and
help, to make sure that the service could continu€n90ing council work. There are large ditches at the
The OOSH is a vital service. | have visited it onSide of the road, full of fetid water. It is a big ask
several occasions. The OOSH provides after-schoffff S0me primary school students to walk to school,
care for children from the Colo Vale school.Which is the only financial option for many of the
Children just have to walk across the lane toward@2rénts in these villages. The community was

the sports facility, which acts as the OOSH aftelsuccessful IN receving a reprieve. On behalf of
school. parents, the situation was reviewed. | congratulate

the Colo Vale parents who contacted me about this
The OOSH provides supervised activities forSsue and made such a fuss on behalf of all ot.hers
school-age children, who wait until their working who have been suffering. The appeals committee
! . decided to grant free travel for the first semester of

parents come to pick them up later in the afternoor},n 1098 school year until the problem was

The service satisfies a critical need vyet, : : ) .
considered again. On 8 July | received the following
unfortunately, current school bus rules mean that thgdvice'

children from much of the northern beaches area

cannot attend. There is need for a change to school The Appeals Committee recently concluded that the walking
bus rules. Two problems are created because of the gute to Colo Vale public school was considered to be safe
present inflexibility. First, children living in Hilltop, and therefore all students, except those with medical
only a few kilometres down the road, cannot use the conditions, were deemed ineligible.
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Nothing has changed in the physical conditions abtate, and was voted as the most appropriate
Colo Vale since a year ago. | urge the Minister forbecause it has ample space in which to
Transport to consider this issue carefully and t@ccommodate the hot-desking concept, and is ideally
meet the delegation of parents who are particularlgituated approximately half-way between the two
concerned about the 40 students presently deemathjor New South Wales metropolitan centres,
ineligible for free bus passes. Sydney and Newcastle.

WEST GOSFORD TELEWORKING CENTRE The telecentre concept arose from a Roads and
Traffic Authority teleworking pilot project conducted
Ms ANDREWS (Peats) [5.37 p.m.]: On in 1993-94 which revealed that teleworking had
Monday, 7 September 1998, history was made gareat potential to reduce employees' travelling time
West Gosford in the electorate of Peats when thto and from work, increase productivity and, most
first New South Wales government-sponsoredmportantly, increase staff morale. Since then the
teleworking centre was officially opened by theRTA has commissioned and published market
Parliamentary Secretary for Roads, and honourablesearch, which was conducted blewspol] which
member for The Entrance and myself on behalf ofound that 5 per cent of the New South Wales work
the Minister for Transport, and Minister for Roads.force telework on a regular basis and that 65 per
Representatives from the Roads and Trafficent would be interested if it were available. In
Authority on this auspicious occasion included Mraddition, 85 per cent of central coast commuters
UIf Fraser, director, country operations; Mr Bobwould prefer teleworking to the daily grind of
Sharpe, zone manager, Newcastle zone; Marigavelling long distances to and from work.
Edwards, senior policy officer, teleworking and
Richard Horsburgh, manager, human resources— It is worthwhile noting that the New South
planning, analysis and equity. Wales trade union movement endorses the
Government's flexible work practices, which provide
The telecentre can accommodate as many dle option of working either from home or facilities
20 workers using eight work stations set up on whasuch as the new RTA telecentre at West Gosford.
is called a "hot desking" basis, a desk-sharing basi$he union movement acknowledges that its policies
The centre is located at the Roads and Traffineed to be flexible to keep pace with the rapid
Authority's heavy vehicle inspection facility in Dell technological changes occurring within our society.
Road, west Gosford. The centre enables RTAhe telecentre is a big plus for the central coast. As
employees who reside on the central coast to worthe teleworking concept is close to the heart of
locally one or two days per week in lieu of central coast commuters, Mr Kevin Parish, long-
commuting to their usual workplace in either Sydneyserving President of the Central Coast Commuters
or Newcastle. Association, who has been driving this concept for
some time, attended its opening, together with Mr
The lifestyles of these employees will beVince Martin, former Federal member for Banks,
enhanced as they will benefit from a vast reductiorGosford councillors Judith Penton and Mick Whalan
in their travelling time and travel costs, they will beand Mr Tom Rodwell of Narara, who is a vintage
better able to balance their work and personatar enthusiast.
commitments and they will be working in a safe
environment free from the usual distractions of A number of RTA employees are already
office life. The RTA, as their employer, will benefit accessing the telecentre, including one of my
from increased productivity and business efficiencyconstituents, Mr Ron Tonnet of Woy Woy. At the
The wider community and the environment overallopening Ron became an instant television star when
will benefit from a decreased number of commutersie explained to viewers of local television station
using the Sydney-Newcastle transport corridor. NBN 3 the advantages of working from the
telecentre rather than commuting daily to his RTA
The RTA is to be heartily applauded for workplace in Newcastle. Those advantages included
embarking upon this pilot initiative, and the Ministera flexible lifestyle and work patterns that enabled
for Transport, and Minister for Roads is also to béhim to attend to personal matters, such as doctor's
congratulated on endorsing the concept. Thigppointments or car servicing, et cetera, because of
initiative will provide a benchmark for future hot- his close proximity to local facilities. | have no
desking initiatives within both government agenciesioubt that while the West Gosford RTA telecentre is
and the private sector and will demonstrate that ththe first of its kind sponsored by the State
benefits to the community, business and thé&overnment, it will not be the last. In the next few
environment can be considerable. The West Gosforgkars | believe that telecentres will be popping up
site was chosen from a total of 35 sites around thall over the State in major regional centres. The
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success of this telecentre will be closely monitoredenants and on small business. The inquiry
because it represents a potential model for managirmpnsidered that the best way to address this concern

commuter traffic during the 2000 Olympics. was by an objective assessment, by way of an
impact statement, of the impact on small business.
LAND TAX The Government rejected that recommendation out

of hand.

Mr DEBNAM (Vaucluse) [5.42 p.m.]: | want
to address land tax, which is not only of concern to There is no doubt that for the past year and a
my electorate and the electorate of the honourablealf the Government has shown its contempt for the
member for Bligh, but also to many other electoratesommunity on the land tax issue. In a letter in
throughout New South Wales, including theFebruary 1997 the Treasurer's office informed me
electorate of Mr Speaker. Yesterday the Governmerihat there would not be a land tax on homes. Within
responded to the upper House land tax inquiry. As few months the Treasurer introduced a land tax on
was expected, it was a pathetic response. Thwomes. The Carr Government cannot be believed.
Treasurer said a few brief words in the other placeAs | said in my speech last night on the motion of
then produced a written response which had clearlgo confidence, it is an unfit, unsafe and, most
been produced by Treasury. As expected, there wamportant for the electorate, untrustworthy
no response to any significant request from the lan@Government. The electorate will make a decision on
tax inquiry, although there was an acknowledgmenthe Government's future on 27 March next year.
of serious administration problems and a suggestion
that the Government might do something to correct Labor refuses to provide relief to the mums
them. and dads who pay investment land tax. The coalition

will  announce changes to investment land tax

Today the electorate is responding. It isbefore the State election. The Leader of the
extremely concerned not only about the direction th®©pposition has already advised that that will take
Carr Government is taking in the current crisis buplace. If re-elected, there is no doubt the
also about the contempt that the Government haSovernment will extend the tax on homes to a
shown for the people who have been hit withgeneral property tax. The coalition will abolish
outrageously high land tax bills, such as the mumgarr's tax on homes. The electorate of New South
and dads who invest in residential property. As w&Vales has a clear choice: vote coalition for no tax
all know, the shortage of housing in Sydney is abn homes and relief for mums and dads and small
crisis level. Increased government charges and taxesisiness, or vote Labor for a general property tax on
have made it extremely difficult to provide homes and small business.
accommodation for low income earners. The land
tax changes over the past couple of years have Mr E. T. PAGE (Coogee—Minister for Local
added to that crisis. The electorate is respondinGovernment) [5.47 p.m.]: | must take a glove to that
with absolute contempt for the Premier and thepathetic contribution, that great load of drivel, from
Australian Labor Party. The most significantthe honourable member for Vaucluse. It is incredible
recommendation of the upper House inquiry intchow he exposes his stupidity to the House. The
land tax is recommendation 4, which stated that th&reasurer has the job of justifying budget matters,
land tax threshold on investment properties shouldnd | will leave the justification of the tax to him.
be reviewed with a view to lifting that threshold. The honourable member for Vaucluse talked about
The Government has rejected that recommendationthe terrible effect the imposition of this tax is having

on the popularity of the Carr Labor in the

Recommendation 9 of the land tax inquirycommunity. He must be asleep or too stupid to read
sought an exemption for pensioners. Manythe poll results that are published in the newspapers.
pensioners who live in the electorate of the Minister
for Local Government will be affected in the next Recent polls have been extremely good for the
few years. The Opposition understands that afovernment. The honourable member for Vaucluse
exemption for pensioners would have cost theulogises his leader, the honourable member for
Government in the order of $1 million out of the Willoughby, who is absolutely pathetic and has the
$35 million collected from the tax on homes. Thelowest ratings of any Opposition leader. | hope he
Carr Government has again refused to helmaintains leadership of the Opposition. If there is a
pensioners. Recommendation 14 sought a smd#adership vote, please vote for him. The coalition
business impact statement from the Government. firovides no alternative. The coalition says that it
also sought acknowledgment that the investmemill reduce taxes or abolish the tax on properties of
land tax is affecting families and small businesghe rich , but it does not say how it will replace that
across New South Wales. It is basically a tax ornax. If it does not intend to replace the tax, what
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services and how many schools will be closegroperties at market value if people wanted to sell.
down? If it does not close schools and services it

will not have the funds to justify abolishing the tax. Premier Greiner stopped that; residents could
The honourable member for Vaucluse also said thato longer sell out to the RTA. They were told that
his famous leader has indicated that he wilthey could sell and the RTA would eventually buy

withdraw the tax on $1 million properties. their homes at market value if it ever wanted them.
Who would want to buy a property on a road
Mr Debnam: It is a tax on homes. reservation? That is all behind us now. The

threatening line on a map will be withdrawn today.
Mr E. T. PAGE: A tax on homes? But when The withdrawal is a big tick not only for those
the honourable member attended a public meeting affected by the road but also for my electorate—the
Vaucluse, the Leader of the Opposition would nogreater part of the road corridor being in the
let him announce that withdrawal. When theCanterbury electorate—and for the environment. The
honourable member stood in front of the people hearkland surrounding the river has been increased
represents they tore him apart because his leader didd enhanced dramatically during the last 20 years.
not give him the approval to say that the tax wouldThat will now be preserved for what it was always
be withdrawn. The Leader of the Opposition soldmeant to be: public open space adjacent to a river.
him the dump; he stood him up. He would not allowThe preservation of that open space is extremely
the honourable member to defend himself and higaluable to this built-up region of Sydney, which,
constituents tore him apart. like most urban areas, is greatly lacking in open
space.
COOKS RIVER COUNTY ROAD
RESERVATION The only section of the reservation to remain
will be a small portion of road which will be
Mr MOSS (Canterbury) [5.49 p.m.]: Today is retained for a possible future Campsie bypass.
a great day in the history of Cooks River Valley. ItRetention of that section has my support because it
gives me great satisfaction to announce that thencroaches on only a very narrow concrete-lined
Government has granted approval for the lifting ofupstream section of the river. It makes sense to
the greater majority of the Cooks River Countymaintain that small section of the corridor to provide
Road Reservation. With the exception of thefor better traffic flows in Campsie suburb in the
Government's announcement that a new inner-wegiture. Since 1973, for 25 years, | have called,
hospital would be built in Canterbury, no otherthrough both local government and this Parliament,
decision of the Carr Government is more pleasing téor the lifting of this road reservation. It has taken
me than the lifting of this road corridor. The Cooksthe Carr Labor Government to do something about
River County Road corridor has existed for 47 year#. The Minister for Transport has today written to
and has always posed a major threat to the entithe mayors of Canterbury and Rockdale advising
Cooks River Valley. In fact, throughout thethem of the Government's intention. The Minister
controversial lead-up to the planning of the M5 eashas asked the councils to amend their planning
extension | maintained that if there was to be armnstruments accordingly.
expressway in the inner south-west, continuing the
M5 was much more preferable to the Cooks River The mayors will welcome this decision. It will
County Road proposal. be particularly welcomed by the mayor of
Canterbury, because the Canterbury municipality
Cooks River is not the most famous river inwas largely affected by the threatening road. |
Australia but it is certainly the most historic. Captaincongratulate the Minister on abandoning the route,
Cook sailed down the river. For too long, until therelieving the uncertainty of property owners and
Clean Waters Act was introduced by the Werarproviding great relief to residents living in close
Government in the 1970s, Cooks River was regardegroximity of the corridor. The Minister for Roads
as a stormwater drain. Since that time there haweromised me that the reservation would be lifted
been dramatic improvements in the valley, andnce the M5 east road was built, and he has
particularly in the water quality of the river. If the honoured that promise. The Government is to be
Cooks River County Road had proceeded, the vallegongratulated on this move.
would have been reduced to a stormwater canal
adjacent to a road. The approval comes as a CHILD PROTECTION AND PARENTAL
welcome relief to 300 private property owners RESPONSIBILITY LEGISLATION
around the river, most of whom could not sell their
homes. That was not a problem in the good old days  Mr D. L. PAGE (Ballina) [5.54 p.m.]: On 7
under the Wran and Unsworth governments, wheApril this year | addressed the House on the
the Roads and Traffic Authority bought upexcellent work being done by the Ballina community
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in relation to the development of a crime preventioramounting to some $70,000 a year are needed to
plan under the Children (Protection and Parentdtain proclaimed persons to look after the young
Responsibility) Act. The legislation was introducedpeople at risk, to do follow-up work and to ensure
by the coalition Government in 1994 and wasthat appropriately trained child protection specialists
amended by the current Government early last yeaare available to handle cases. However, the Ballina
It enjoys bipartisan support. No community couldoffice of the Department of Community Services
have embraced the legislation with more enthusiasmannot find the extra $70,000. Frankly, the office
than the Ballina community. Under the enthusiasticloes not have the resources to handle the existing
leadership of councillor Peter Moore, the Ballinaworkload, let alone find an extra $70,000 for
crime management committee has worked extremelmnplementation of the crime prevention plan.

hard to put in place a set of seven strategies to assist

young people at risk and generally to reduce the So far the Government has given no indication

level of crime in the Ballina area. that the extra funding needed by the Department of
Community Services will be forthcoming.
In April | concluded my remarks by Accordingly, despite the fact that Ballina Shire

congratulating the 12 members of the committee o€ouncil has been probably the most enthusiastic and
their wonderful work. | expressed my hope that théehardworking council in New South Wales in trying
Carr Government would allocate the resourceto establish a comprehensive and workable crime
necessary to implement the strategies in the crimgrevention plan, the council has been frustrated at
prevention plan. At that time | believed the Carrevery turn by obstacles and bureaucratic delay. In
Government was genuinely committed to theaddition, there is a funding commitment problem in
practical implementation of the legislation and theboth policing and the Department of Community
Ballina crime prevention plan, which, if Services to enable implementation of the plan.
implemented, will be the first of its kind in the
State. Regrettably, | no longer hold that view. The The sad story is that 18 months after the
Government's resourcing of the legislation has beelRremier beat his chest about the legislation and its
abysmal. The first thing that happened in Ballinampact on reducing crime in country areas, not a
when the operating area was declared, and yourgingle crime prevention plan has been put in place
people at risk were to be escorted by the police backnd crime continues out of control in country areas.
home or to a safe place, was that the local policEvery time the Ballina committee has finalised the
advised that they did not have the resources torime prevention plan for what it thought would be
transport young people outside the immediate arehe last time the Government has imposed some
of Ballina, for example, to travel five minutes to other request and found something else for the
Lennox Head. committee to do. Finally, when the plan is in a form
that is acceptable form, it appears that funds are not
| emphasise that that was not because of a lackvailable to implement it.
of commitment to the crime prevention plan or
crime prevention on the part of the local police. On Apparently the latest concern amongst some of
the contrary, the police support the plan in itsthe bureaucrats in Sydney is that the Aboriginal
entirety but are not able to take anyone beyondommunity may not support the plan. The
Ballina because of resource deficiencies. Why do thAboriginal community has been involved in the
police not have the resources? Clearly, the reason figrmulation of the Ballina plan from the beginning.
that the Carr Government is not providing thoselThe relationship between Aboriginal leaders, their
resources. As a measure of its determination toommunity workers and the committee is close, and
overcome that significant obstacle the committee, ieach supports the other. So, after 18 months of
conjunction with the police and the Department ofdeliberations and amendments, it is high time the
Community Services, decided to employ street youtbommittee's efforts should show some results. The
workers for seven days per week and to enable thoggarr Government must show a far greater
workers to be approved persons under the Aatommitment to the Children (Protection and Parental
following necessary screening and trainingResponsibility) Act than it has to date.
processes. Street beat volunteers will also be
approached to become approved persons after Is the Premier full of empty rhetoric or does
appropriate screening and training. he want the legislation to work? Given his
performance to date, and with nothing concrete in
Whilst the Attorney General's Department haglace, one would have to conclude, regrettably, that
promised $65,000—I acknowledge the assistandais words are mainly empty rhetoric. | hope | am
provided by Chris Shipway of the department inwrong about the Government and that it sees its way
supporting the committee—additional resourceslear to provide the funds, because no community
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has worked harder than Ballina to try to put a criméhe case because, unfortunately, a large part of their
prevention plan in place. | assure the community ofquipment was  stolen.  Thankfully,  Liverpool
Ballina that if the coalition is elected to office it will Council came to the rescue in that regard with

actively support the legislation with energy and with$15,000, largely organised through ~Councillor
funding. Waller. Councillor Waller, in particular, and the

council in general are very supportive of the chaoir.

GREEN VALLEY YOUNG PEOPLE'S CHOIR ) )
The choir has a very proud history over some

Mr LYNCH (Liverpool) [5.58 p.m.]: On 27 30 years. Its significance is now such that it is one

June | attended a concert by the Green Valley young e most significant young people’s choirs in the
people’s choir. Also at that concert was the DeputyOUNtry. It was first established in 1968 under the
Mayor of Liverpool, Wendy Waller, and Councillor direction of Mr Rex Harris. At that time only six

Geoff Neville. The Green Valley young people'sCh"dren were involved. There are presently 25
active singers in the choir. Many hundreds of young

choir is a very important positive feature of Green le h d th h th ks of the choi
Valley activity. For many years it has been a ver)PeOpe ave passe roug € ranks of the choir

, . over the 30 years of its history. It has had many
important part of the lives of many young pec>p|e'signiﬁcant achievements and had many significant

The SUCCess Of. the choir ove.r.that pepod of time i3 erformances, supporting performers such as Mariah
a good |nd|gat|on of the positive achlgvements th arey, Michael Jackson and Peter Allen. The choir
ggnmrr?fnit?/tggz?)rtby young people if they haVeﬁas also performed a number of musicals, such as
' Godspell Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour
, ream Coat and The Witness Touring has also
The 27 June concert was, in fact, a farewelyoo, 5 gignificant activity of the choir, which has
concert for the choir, which was about to embark of, e extensively within Australia. There have been
a tour of Canada and Disneyland in the Unitedgr hrevious overseas working visits by the choir. It
States. There were more than 20 choir members Qf,,,ed New Zealand in 1985, Israel in 1986,

the tour and they included the superman, Core}merica in 1982, and went on a four-week tour of
Barnett. Other particularly significant people Britain, America and Canada in 1992.
involved were the choirmaster, Rex Harris; the

president, Russell Woodcock; tour organiser, Warren At times many in Liverpool will be critical of

Barnett, and the choreographer, Emma Harris. Aoung people in the Liverpool-Green Valley area.
special mention should also be made of therhe effort of this choir is a good example of the
secretary, Narelle Barnett. very good things that are achieved by the young
people in the Liverpool and Green Valley areas. |
A considerable amount of work and effortnote in particular the contribution of four sisters—
went into making this tour possible. | particularly Trina, Faye, Maureen and Helen Fiso—who call
remember a choir breakfast that was held on 2themselves the group Mahogany. They have been
February 1998 at the Two Door Coffee Loungewinning singing competitions all over Sydney and
Liverpool, which was attended by a number ofraising money to go on the trip with the choir. | am
people, including myself. The amount of funds thavery happy to draw such a good news story to the
has been raised is a clear indication of thettention of the House.
community support for the choir. The fundraising
was even more important than would normally be House adjourned at 6.00 p.m.



