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Mr Speaker (The Hon. John Henry date | would have to say that the last eight games

Murray) took the chair at 10.00 a.m. have been remarkable achievements, when one
remembers that the Bulldogs had to win all eight to
Mr Speaker offered the Prayer. make it to the grand final. Initially Canterbury had
to win the last four competition games just to get
CANTERBURY-BANKSTOWN RUGBY into the semi-finals. Who will ever forget that final
LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB nailbiting game of the series when Craig Polla-

Mounter put over a field goal in the last minute of
Mr MOSS (Canterbury) [10.00 a.m.]: | move: play that resulted in Canterbury winning by one
point?
That this House:

. Canterbury's two most recent games will go
(1) congratulates the Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs |nd in hist t f by | , t
reaching the 1998 NRL grand final and calls on all own In history as two Or rugby league's mos

members to support them in their endeavours to win th&€XCiting and tenacious games ever played. After
inaugural NRL trophy. watching those games | will not be the least bit
perturbed if Brisbane is ahead for much of the grand
final. Canterbury now has a track record of coming
From behind to win. In the semifinal against
Newcastle, Canterbury was down 16-0 and went on
This motion has three main aims. First, it calls fof0 Win in extra time. That result caused coach Steve
unanimous support for the Bulldogs in theFolkes to say that it was the most courageous
forthcoming grand final. Second, it congratulates th¥ictory he had been associated with in Canterbury
team on its outstanding performance in the lead-uffr years.
to becoming grand finalists in 1998. Finally, the
motion wishes the Canterbury-Bankstown team  Last week we witnessed a repeat performance
every success in taking out the National Rugbyor Canterbury to win convincingly in extra time.
League premiership next Sunday. This time the win was even more phenomenal when
one considers that in the last 11 minutes of ordinary
In asking for unanimous support | am reallytime Canterbury went from two points to 18 points,
calling on all members of this House to do what thdo level with Parramatta. The end result is well
majority of New South Welshman will do this week: documented, with Canterbury winning 32-20. | want
that is, to put their weight behind the local team, thdo add my admiration to this gutsy team which,
team from New South Wales. It behoves allwithin 25 minutes, managed to kick four goals and
members of the New South Wales Parliament—antvo field goals and score no fewer than five tries.
| emphasise the New South Wales Parliament—tbollowing that superb win, former great Terry Lamb
stick up for the local team. Now that Canterbury iscommented that this was the best season he has had
up against Brisbane, there is really no choice as toith the Bulldogs—and he is not playing this year.
whom we all should support, because it is nowBut the quote of quotes has to come from club
down to one local team, and that is the mightyPresident, Barry Nelson, who noted after the game
Bulldogs. If any members in this House want to sedast Sunday, "Parramatta put the Bulldogs to bed,
the Broncos win on Sunday—and | am sure ther¢ghere is no doubt about that, but the problem was
are none on my side of the Chamber—I would go s¢hey forgot to kiss them goodnight." That sums up
far as to say that they should jump the border antist Sunday's result.
try their luck in politics in Queensland.

(2) further, congratulates the Bulldogs’ players, coaching an
training staff and supporters on winning eight consecutiv
games to carry them to the grand final.

Canterbury has a capacity for fighting back

| am calling for loyalty for a team that hails when the chips are down and for defying the odds.
from New South Wales, and though the grand finalf ever a team deserved to be in the grand final this
is not what one would call a State of Origin matchyear, it is the Bulldogs. Canterbury-Bankstown had
one could call this a match between teams of origirbeen written off right through this finals series. But
In congratulating Canterbury on its performance tqust as they did in 1995, they keep defying the odds.
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Who gives a toss what the so-called experts saghe competition this year, the mighty Bulldogs. The
about their premiership chances? The Bulldogs ar€anterbury club is one | would certainly support
on a roll, they keep on winning, and deservedly sogiven the opportunity, provided one other club was
There is only one more game to win, and that is theut of the competition. Regrettably that club, Manly,
big one next Sunday, and all Bulldogs' supporterss out of the competition. Only last week Bobby
know they can pull this one off. Fulton, the mighty coach of the Manly Sea Eagles,
was in Kuala Lumpur for the Commonwealth
Finally, in moving this motion | want to Games. | am sure that he, as the former Australian
commend the coaching efforts of Steve Folkes, wha@oach, will also support the Bulldogs on Sunday in
has undoubtedly played a major role in getting theheir effort against Brisbane.
team this far. The Bulldogs can win the 1998 rugby
league premiership and in this regard Darren Britt | worked in Bankstown for about four or five
and his team can be assured of this Parliamentars. During that time | came to know a number of
support. It would be remiss of me not to mentionmembers of the Canterbury club. John Heffernan,
the Canterbury reserve grade in this debate becaus¢)o is one of the greatest supporters of the
after all, it is the reserve grade of the Bulldogs thafanterbury club—in fact a major patron and
will take this mighty club into the twenty-first sponsor—has been a friend of mine for more than
century. 20 years. | know that he and his wife, Pat, want to
see Canterbury achieve greatness again on Sunday. |

For the benefit of those who do not know, thehave realised over the years that the Canterbury
reserve grade team is p|ay|ng in the grand final oﬁ'Ub, the BU”dOgS, is a famlly club. It is centred on
Sunday at the Sydney Football Stadium. It is? family philosophy, which comes from the patriarch
interesting to note that since the Canterbury footba®f the club, Peter Moore.
club was first formed there has been only one
occasion on which both the first grade side and the ~ AS honourable members are probably aware,
reserve grade side played in their respective grarﬁeter Moore is suffering from a severe illness. On
finals at the same time. That occurred in 1980, angehalf of the New South Wales Parliament and the
we all know what happened in 1980. Both theP€ople of New South Wales | convey my best
Canterbury reserves and the first grade team woM/iShes to Peter, his wife, Marie, and their nine
That was the club's first premiership win in mychlldren—seven boys and two girls—and wish him a

lifetime. We hope to see a repeat performance of thaP€€dy recovery. He has been the heart and soul of
dual premierships of both the first grade and thdn® Canterbury Bulldogs for many years. Peter was

reserve grade sides on the weekend. | am confidef}¢ Proprietor of a newsagency at Belmore, and
that the reserves will be also successful. about 30 years ago he joined the Canterbury club.

Many members of the club would say that he has
: : : put the club in the strong position it enjoys today.
In the last 19 years, including this year, theé'll through the late 1970s and 1980s Canterbury

than nine grand finals, and has won five. AfterVas @ force to be reckoned with. The club competed

X . : dn numerous premierships in the 1980s and was
Sunday's performance that tally will be nine gran : :
. . : ) . ; successful in four grand finals.
finals with six premiership wins. | am sure all
members of this House are hoping for that result. |
know that not every member of this House is &ma
Bulldog fanatic. However, there are a number of USNew South Wales. It is interesting to note that all

EUCh asbtlhe honoglrabfle mLerlrgberbfor Eanl;stown, S?{?\e players of Canterbury seem to score nicknames,
onourable member for Lakemba, the honourablg -, |'syppose is not unusual in football clubs. The

member for East Hills, the honourable member fo'f\/lortimer brothers. Steve. Peter and Chris were
Hurstville, the honourable member for Londonderryi-xnamed Turvey, Parrot and Louie respectively

and, although he does not represent the Canterburp,géter Moore is known as Bullfrog. Every year the

Bankstown area, to his credit the honourabley , hag the spirit and the determination to reach the
member for Tamworth has never forgotten where hg.anqg final. The fact that it was not doing too well

came from. Those members are anxious for a t€aff the early part of this season, but rallied to reach
from this State to take out the honours on Sundayhe grand final shows the level of resolve of the

Good luck to the mighty Bulldogs in 1998! Bulldogs. | understand that the club has on display
the last Winfield Cup, which was won in 1995. On

Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [10.10 a.m.]: | sunday, if the Bulldogs can win the National Rugby
welcome to the House students from All Saintg eague cup, it will have won the first NRL cup, and

school, Liverpool. I am sure the boys and girls fromthat would be another mighty achievement for the
All Saints also support the only Sydney team left inmighty Bulldogs.

The club has a history of some of the most
zing players to run onto a rugby league field in
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Mr Moss: They will keep it, too. all support Canterbury-Bankstown, the team that will

play in the grand final. | will be at the game on

Mr HAZZARD: They probably will keep it sSynday and | will make sure that some of the

for a while. | do not know whether the honourablejoudest support for the mighty Bulldogs comes from
member for Canterbury will attend the club’s grandne, The fact that Canterbury-Bankstown did not win

final luncheon today. the majority of the games played in the first part of
. ) ) the season indicates the team's level of spirit,
Mr Gibson: That was on this morning. commitment and dedication. The team has won its

) most recent eight games straight. | was in Kuala
Mr HAZZARD: No, the luncheon will be | ;mpur when the team played its most recent game,

held today at the Belmore Leagues Club. Orpyt | heard about it even from that distance.
occasions, members of the Opposition know more

than the honourable member for Londonderry. Yesterday the Minister for Sport and

Perhaps he was not invited to the luncheon. If th‘?zecreation who is the honourable member for
honourable member wants a taxi, we will send hinp, . amatta; expressed her concerns about that game.

out there. We wi;h all the players and supporters thg. ) o< tar away as Kuala Lumpur | heard that the
very best for their luncheon today and a great degl, s most recent two games, first against

of luck on Sunday. The mighty Bulldogs are playir‘gNewcastle and then against Parramatta, were

got %nlytl |nCthe tf'rSt gradg C?m&et't'on’ but 'tsdfantastic. The fact that the team was able to make a
resigents Lup team, previously the reserve gra uge impact in the final 10 minutes each way and

has also been successful in making the grand fina, o . . o
Terry Lamb, one of the great former players for chl!)eat the living daylights out of its opposition would

. . : suggest that the odds being given the team against
Bulldogs, is the coach of the President's Cup team. the Broncos, which are about 5 to 1 to Brisbane, are

terribly wrong. Along with all other members of the

Steve Folkes is the coach of the first grad . . .
. . ouse, | will not be backing the Brisbane Broncos.
team, and Terry Lamb is one of the all-time greal . .

here is no question about my support or that of

players. He was playing football in the late 1970s

and 1980s. He was, | believe, the only player eve?ther honourable members of the House. We will all
to have played ever;/ game on’a Kangaroo tour. It iEack the Canterbury Bulldogs. We back Peter Moore

an amazing record for any playerl Lamb wa gnd all the other loyal supporters of the Bulldogs—

actually on the turf on every Kangaroo tour that héncludmg Peter Warren and John Laws. | wish the
participated in. It might have been only five or 10t€am all the very best on Sunday.
minutes on some occasions, but he was on there.
Another great player who springs to mind is George ~ Mr GIBSON  (Londonderry) [10.20 am.]: |
Peponis, a medical doctor. He played in the halcyolish the Canterbury Bulldogs all the very best for
days of the early 1970s and 1980s. If my memorgn® game on Sunday. | am certain that many of
serves me correctly, George was the Australiaf10s€ present in the gallery this morning are
captain and hooker of Kangaroo winning sides. supporters of the Bulldogs. The great thing about
sport is the wunexpected things that happen,
Canterbury_Bankstown has a great history an@articularly with results. The so-called eXpertS said
has made an enormous contribution to New Soutthat the Canterbury Bulldogs were gone. After
Wales rugby league. As the honourable member fdplaying in 23 rounds of the competition the Bulldogs
Canterbury said, the team has made impressiwgere in the top 10. The team was struggling and
appearances in grand final matches. The honourap®€ryone was saying that it would not make the
member for Canterbury expressed concern as &emi-finals. After 252 games, after 20,200 minutes
whether there would be unanimous support in thef rugby league, Canterbury-Bankstown finished at
Parliament for Canterbury-Bankstown. | am sure thaginth place on the table with 26 points.
when it comes to a New South Wales team beating
the Brisbane Broncos there is no question but that  The so-called experts said that it would be a
all honourable members are 100 per cent behincdhiracle if the Bulldogs got any further. They have

Canterbury-Bankstown. been proved wrong, not only this time but many
times in the past. In 1995 the Bulldogs came from
Mr Moss: Bless your heart, lad. sixth position to win against the odds. At that time

the experts said that a team could not win a

Mr HAZZARD: Thank you. The honourable competition from sixth position. But the Bulldogs

member should extend those sentiments to evepfroved them wrong. During this year the team was

other honourable member. Although we may havevritten off. The odds given to Canterbury-
individual preferences for our own teams, we willBankstown winning the final were about 140 to 1.
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Mr Fraser: We might start a register. very difficult task this season. He dropped Hazem El
Masri. People said that dropping such a good player
Mr GIBSON: We will talk about that later. was a wrong move. But Steve gave a young kid,
No-one suggested that the grand final would see th@avin Lester, a go. That is what Canterbury-
Broncos meeting Canterbury-Bankstown. NobodyBankstown is all about. For the first couple of
that is, except the Canterbury players and their googteeks it did not appear that Steve's experiment had
supporters. The honourable member for Canterburyorked. But, believe me, it did. Gavin Lester is
who moved this motion, reminded honourableplaying great football.
members that the team has won eight consecutive
games. The Bulldogs were down 12-0 against St On Sunday Daryl Halligan's boot will keep
George but came back to win 20-12. They were 2-Zanterbury-Bankstown in the game. He is probably
at half time against North Sydney, rallied in thethe greatest goal kicker the game has ever seen.
second half and won the game 28-16. The team wdsrry Lamb has made a fantastic effort. He has
down 16-0 against Newcastle but again came bagiayed in 349 first grade games and four grand
to win 28-16. The Bulldogs were down 18-2 with 11finals. His spirit will be there on Sunday, which will
minutes to go against Parramatta and got up to wiglso lift the team. At the end of the game the other
32-20. That is a game that will go down in historyday, after the Bulldogs beat Parramatta, the Premier,
and be talked about it for a very long time. standing there with a beer in one hand and a pie in
the other, said, "Rugby league has been the winner

Canterbury-Bankstown is the most successfutere today.” Canterbury-Bankstown will be the
team in rugby league over the past 10 or 15 yeard/inner on Sunday.
This year the Broncos have won both their )
encounters against the Bulldogs, and the Broncos go ~ Mr WINDSOR  (Tamworth) [10.25 a.m.]: It is
to Sunday's final with virtually a State of origin with great pleasure that | support this motion moved
side. On the other hand, Canterbury-Bankstown hd®y/ the honourable member for Canterbury. | was
no representative players apart from Steve Price arfgtfigued to listen to the endorsement of the
Jason Hetherington, who both played in the State dfonourable member for Londonderry, but I am
Origin this year for Queensland. As otherafraid that he lost me towards the end of his spee_zch.
honourable members have said, Sunday's game Wli"h_ave been a Canterbury-Bankstown supporter since
be one for the Bullfrog, it will be one for Peter childhood. 'In- my years at Farrer Memorial

Moore. Peter Moore is Canterbury-Bankstown, and\dricultural High School all students had a team
has been for many years. | first met Peter Moordhat we supported. Canterbury-Bankstown has been
my team since then. | guess the reason | was

when | finished my playing career with Parramatta. :

Back in 1969 Peter offered me a contract to go t ttracted to Canterbury-Bankstown at that time goes

Canterbury. ack to a legendary full-back of whom the
honourable member for Canterbury would be well

aware—I think he is old enough to remember the

giant of rugby league Les Johns. | have admired the

team from that time.

Mr Fraser: Did you take it?

Mr GIBSON: No, | did not take up that

contract. | have made a few mistakes in my time. | Through the years the Bulldogs have had some
have been a close friend of the Bullfrog ever Sinc%reat players, and I, too, think of the Mortimers, the
then. Pete, his wife and his children are a lovel)f—lugheses, the Hagans and Daryl Halligan.
family. At the moment Peter Moore is fighting canterhury-Bankstown has been a great team. As
cancer and the effects of a recent stroke. He will b@,5 peen said previously in the debate, one of the
at the game on Sunday in his wheelchair and he Will,am's  successes has been its achievement in
sit on the sideline. His presence will lift Ca”terburydeveloping great team spirit. There have been many
to no small degree. The Doggies are, and alwaygiher good rugby league teams in New South Wales
have been, loyal to their litter. | think of many greatihat have put great individual players together. The
players through the years. The Mortimers, th&gength of Canterbury-Bankstown has always been
Hughes brothers, the Folkeses and the Hagans &y it is a good team, and that is something that
all part of the Canterbury-Bankstown family. encourages children in particular to support it.
Recent final series games, in particular the game

Steve Folkes, a member of the Canterburyagainst Newcastle and the game last Sunday against
Bankstown family, was given the coaching job thisparramatta, have been riveting. | hope that the
year. He could be the first coach to win a reservégylidogs win next Sunday. | will attend that
grade premiership one year and the first gradghatch—the first grand final that | will have attended
competition in the next year. No coach has yet woRince the South Sydney-Balmain game in 1969. Of
two competitions in successive years. Steve had @urse, at that time | was a teenager.
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[Interruption] against the Brisbane Broncos. | am proud to have
the Canterbury-Bankstown League Club and the
The precedent that gives honourable membeBelmore sportsground within my electorate. Earlier
the right to lie was set by the honourable membethe honourable member for Canterbury referred to
for Londonderry. It is 29 years since | have been tahe fact that the Bulldogs won seven
a grand final and it will be a great pleasure for mepremierships—in 1938, 1942, 1980, 1984, 1985,
to see Canterbury-Bankstown represented at tHE988 and 1995. The honourable member for
reserve grade grand final. The honourable membéWakehurst referred to the fact that the Bulldogs won
for Canterbury said earlier that | was a supporter ofhe last Winfield Cup in 1995. | hope that on
Canterbury-Bankstown and that | had not forgottersunday they will win the inaugural National Rugby
my roots, which is not strictly true. 1 do not come League cup.
from that area. In fact, | come from a small place
called Werris Creek. Many honourable members This year has been a proud year for the
would know—I know that the Minister for Local Bulldogs. They were the underdogs; they were
Government is well aware of this because he woultvritten off by everyone except their supporters. The
have loved to visit Werris Creek but has beerpdds against them winning this year were 150 to
unable to do so because of ministerial duties—thaane—which would have been good for anyone
Werris Creek won four of the last five grand finalswanting to place a bet. People had written them off
in group four. and it was said that there was no way the Bulldogs
would get over the hurdles confronting them. They
This year, however, the Gunnedah Bulldogglid, and they are now in the grand final. | pay
won that game. But Werris Creek, which has a gredfibute, as have the honourable member for
team, won four of the last five games. There aréanterbury and the honourable member for
many similarities between the Werris Creek andVakehurst, to Peter Moore—the ethos of and the

Canterbury-Bankstown teams. | congratulate th&an at the heart of the Bulldogs.
Werris Creek rugby league team—another great ,
team that is playing great football. As this motion is Reference was made earlier to the fact that

about rugby league | congratulate my old schoolP€ter Moore is not well. However, I think he is
Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School, on getting ‘on top of h's lliness and I_k_now that_the
playing last Saturday in the grand final of theBulldog's recent win was very _uphftmg for .hlm.
university shield. Unfortunately, that team lost toRecer_nIy, | was S'!ly enough to ring Peter while he
Westfield; nonetheless it was a great effort. | hav&/as In hospital, just after th_e game b_etween St
much pleasure in supporting the motion. | will George and the Bulldogs. | did not realise that he

attend the match on Sunday and | believe that thyas _vv_atching a dglay_ed broa}dcasF of the_ game on
Bulldogs will be the winning team. television. | rang him in hospital with the intention

of congratulating him on the Bulldog's amazing win,
but his daughter quickly told me not to say a word
because | would not be regarded as a friend for the
next few months if | disclosed to him who had won

honourable members what the Bulldogs an he game. Apparently, he was sitting on the edge of

Canterbury-Bankstown League Club are all about byls be_d waiting for the result—and what a proud
; . esult it was!

referring to last Sunday's league match between

Parramatta and Canterbury. After 69 minutes the The Bulldogs, who have been located in the

score was 18 to 2 and Canterbury had almost writteB | ore  area since 1938—a period of 60
off the game. After 70 minutes the score was 18 t ears—have been very much involved in the ethos

6, after 75 minutes it was 18 to 127 and after 77 y,o |ocqal area. It has often been said that when
minutes it was _18 all. At _that stage, unb_ellevablythe Canterbury Bulldogs are winning so is the local
the game went into exira time. After 81 minutes the, o, Morale in Belmore has been high because of
score was 18 to 19; after 84 minutes it was 18 t9,e gyccess of the Bulldogs. It should not be
25; after 95 minutes it was 18 to 26; and it therk, gotten that the Bulldogs have contributed a lot to
went to 20 to 26 and, finally, 20 to 32. A lot Of {he'|ocal area. The club is not worried about what it
Parramatta supporters left the game at around thgseds: it is worried about the local area, which it has

75-minute mark as they thought that Parramatta haéhpported wholeheartedly during the past 60 years.

won. Many services have been provided in my local
o community as a result of the Bulldogs football club.
The score demonstrates the determination Q¥iention should be made of Bob Hagan, the chief

the Bulldogs to win against all odds. | am sure thagxecutive, who started in that position in difficult
that is what will happen this Sunday when they playijrcumstances.

Mr STEWART (Lakemba) [10.30 a.m.]: |
proudly support the motion moved by the
honourable member for Canterbury. | will tell
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Bob Hagan took over from Peter Moore—whoin a wheelchair, to barrack for the Bulldogs. Peter
is a legend. Bob has successfully filled Peter's shodms written to all members of the Canterbury-
and has assisted the Bulldogs to achieve their receBankstown team and | believe his personal note will
success. | refer also to Barry Nelson, presidengive them a lift. Peter is loved by all; he is the life
Garry Hughes, football manager; Kevin Dawes, Boland soul of the area, and will be an inspiration to
Wiliams and Fred Ciraldo, dressing roomthe Bulldogs. Peter Moore was elected to the
attendants; Hugh Hazard, the club doctor who does @anterbury-Bankstown Leagues Club committee in
wonderful job; Larry Britton, the head trainer; Albert 1968 and became the club's secretary the following
Alonso, the physiotherapist; Billy Johnstone, theyear. He was responsible for recruiting talented
strength and conditioning coach; Michelle Cox, theplayers to the club during the past 30 years.
medical assistant; Les Bateman and Alan Schwebel,
statisticians; and Dallas Tiller and Brian Proops, Peter has also managed two Kangaroo tours
timekeepers. Steve Folkes has become a legend @sd many State and city representative sides. He
the coach of the Bulldogs. His inaugural year was awas a board member of the New South Wales and
a first-grade coach and he is responsible for thAustralian rugby league clubs throughout the 1980s.
Bulldog's success—something which was noPeter and his wife, Marie, have nine children and
achieved in 1988 under the coaching of Phil Gould. have had a strong involvement with rugby for a long

time. Amongst his sons-in-law is the current

This is an amazing success story for Stevé&anterbury coach, Steve Folkes, and the Melbourne
Folkes. Full credit to him for the way in which he Storms coach, Chris Anderson. However, | have to
has kept the Bulldogs going. | make reference t@onfess | am an Australian rules footballer and have
Alan Nelson, manager and Garry Carden, the traineplayed in a couple of States.

The success achieved by the reserve grade team has

been due to the efforts of Terry Lamb, the coach; Mr lemma: Who do you support?

Lloyd White, the manager; Benjamen Gillies, the

trainer; and Les Rolls, the strapper. The players, Mr JEFFERY: | support the Sydney Swans. |

under the captaincy of Darren Britt, worked hardused to play for the Swans in Victoria. | will be

this year. Darren also helped the Bulldogs achieveupporting North Melbourne, the Kangaroos,

their success. because my brother-in-law, Mike Dowdell—my
wife's sister's husband—played for the firsts in

Mr JEFFERY (Oxley) [10.35 a.m.]: | have North Melbourne in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
great pleasure in supporting the motion moved byn those days | was always able to get tickets to the
the honourable member for Canterbury. However, grand final! If | had been able to go to Melbourne
say to the honourable member for Canterbury whon Saturday | would have had a ticket to the grand
asked all honourable members to support this motiofinal between North Melbourne and the Adelaide
that it might be a somewhat difficult call for those Crows, which will also be a good game.
members who represent northern electorates. | am
sure that it is heartbreaking for some honourable However, on Sunday | will barrack for the
members to be located in certain electorateBulldogs who will use momentum and beat the
However, this motion is all about sport. OneBroncos in a very close match. The Bulldogs have
wonderful aspect of sport is that it unites peoplewon eight games in a row, so it wil be a
Sport, is a much better leveller than politics. Thistremendous game. In the 1980s the Bulldogs were
weekend we will all withess another amazing gamefiring. They made the grand final in 1995 and have
On Sunday | was on the Comboyne plateau, neanade the grand final again this year. The Bulldogs'
Taree in my electorate. | turned on the radio, hearceserve grade has also done very well in the
that the score was Parramatta 18, Canterburyresident's Cup. | will put on the record some of the
Bulldogs 2, and turned the radio off. When | gotBulldogs great tries and goals. In August 1942
home later that night and turned the television orcdgar Newham scored five tries against Balmain—
the game had gone into extra time. | wondered whahe most tries in a match—when Canterbury won 26
was going on. It was an amazing turnaround. | wag 20. On 19 April 1998 Daryl Halligan kicked 10
as surprised as many others to see the Bulldogmals against the Gold Coast at Belmore—the most
playing such a wonderful game. goals in a match—when Canterbury won

convincingly. There have been some wonderful

Much mention has been made today aboundividual achievements. The Canterbury-Bankstown
Peter Moore, OAM. It is an inspiration to theteam has great team spirit which has been
Bulldogs to be associated with a person of higpitomised by Peter Moore. Team effort has got
calibre. Honourable members know that Peter haSanterbury to the stage it is at now. | have great
been ill but he hopes to be at the game on Sundapleasure in supporting Canterbury.
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Mr Fraser: How much start? ago when Terry Lamb attended a president's day
function at Revesby bowling club, Terry was great
Mr JEFFERY: Not being a gambler like the on the field but lawn bowls was not his forte. He
honourable member for Coffs Harbour | will put oncame there to lend his support and that is typical of
the record 18 to 14 the Bulldogs way. his spirit and typical of the spirit in the Canterbury-
Bankstown area, which has a high ethnic population
Mr ROGAN (East Hills) [10.40 a.m.]: | am of Arabic-speaking people who, one might expect,
delighted to join with other speakers inwould follow soccer. The ethnic community has
congratulating Canterbury on being in the grandilways supported the Bulldogs team and that is a
final. | wish them every success this weekend. | alsgreat success story for our multicultural society. The
congratulate the honourable member for Canterburigulldogs have a lot of supporters from a whole
for having moved this motion in the House today.range of diverse groups. | join with all other
He represents the electorate of Canterbury and it lsonourable members in wishing Canterbury all the
fitting that he should have moved the motion. As avery best.
representative of an electorate in the Canterbury-
Bankstown district—indeed the borders of my Mr O'DOHERTY (Ku-ring-gai) [10.45 a.m.]:
electorate are within the drawing area forl will not talk about North Sydney Leagues Club
Canterbury-Bankstown—it gives me great pleasurdpday, but | will talk about Canterbury-Bankstown
on behalf of the legion of fans within my electorate,Leagues Club's assault on the National Rugby
to support Canterbury this weekend. League premiership. Before | do so, | acknowledge
in the gallery the presence of year 5 students from
Who could ever forget the win last Sunday?All Saints, Liverpool, who are listening to this
Commentators have described it as perhaps one ifiportant debate. All honourable members will join
the greatest finals in a rugby league match evewith the students in wishing Canterbury, the pride of
witnessed in New South Wales. As | wanted to liveNew South Wales, all the best in Sunday's match.
the game and did not want to watch a delayedror the benefit of the Hansard reporters, | note that
telecast, | listened to the match report on the radio.the students have their thumbs raised in the air in
was so disappointed that | almost turned the radisupport of Canterbury. The teachers have not yet
off 15 minutes before full-time. If | had done so | committed themselves by raising their thumbs.
would have missed one of the greatest finals ever. Rerhaps there are a couple of Bronco supporters
is typical of the fighting spirit of Canterbury- among them. It is appropriate that the young people
Bankstown to come from what was considered to bef New South Wales support Canterbury-Bankstown
an impossible position to take victory. | believe theyLeagues Club  because that club has always
will also take victory this weekend. supported them.

Today much has been said about Peter Moore, @ As a broadcaster at 2GB, | remember the
the "Bulldog" as he affectionately known. | wish t01980s as a fabulous decade. It was a great decade
speak today, firstly, because of my great support foior broadcasting, a great decade for 2GB and a great
the team and, secondly, because | could not frordecade for Canterbury-Bankstown Leagues Club.
Peter Moore if | had not been associated with th€anterbury really hit its straps in the 1980s. | sat in
motion today. As honourable members know, and athe broadcast box with my friend Greg Hartley to
has been well publicised, recently Peter Mooravatch the Australian Rugby League grand final in
suffered a serious illness which was compounded b$984 or 1985, or both. Although | was not known
a stroke. A former councillor of Bankstown council, for my tipping prowess, | distinguished myself by
Ray Buchanan, is also an executive member dfpping Canterbury against the odds. Canterbury
Canterbury and is a loyal follower of the game. Iwon, and | gained legendary status amongst my 2GB
know Ray Buchanan would want me to mention hicolleagues. Greg Hartley, a great advocate of the
name today because he has been loyal to Canterbu®ganterbury club, introduced me to the Mortimers. |
for many years. He joined that great team includingemember well the family feeling of the club, with
Bob Hagan, Barry Nelson and one of the greathe Mortimers bringing their children to the matches.
players who was captain of the 1995 premiershihe Mortimer wives played an important role in
team, Terry Lamb. promoting rugby league as a family event and

Canterbury as a family team.

Canterbury has never refused a request to
provide players for charity functions or for other | acknowledge the contribution that was and
community events, even if it created difficulties forcontinues to be made by Stevie Mortimer—Turvey,
the club, and that has been greatly appreciated Weter Mortimer—Parrot, Chris Mortimer—Louie,
the community. | recall an occasion about two yearand their families. | also acknowledge the
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contribution that Peter Moore has made to the game  Mr IEMMA  (Hurstville) [10.50 a.m.]: |
of rugby league and to the development of youngupport the motion moved by the honourable
people in the Canterbury area over many yearsnember for Canterbury and | congratulate
Bullfrog, as he is known, is unwell, but the rumourCanterbury-Bankstown Leagues Club on its success.
is that he will leave his hospital bed and make it tdts achievements over the past few months are
the match on Sunday. That will be an excellent fillipsymptomatic of the club's philosophy over many
and motivation for the team to win the first everdecades. For a long time the club has been known
National Rugby League Cup. Canterbury won theas the family club. In particular, two families have
last Winfield Cup, and it is securely locked in thebeen the cornerstone of the club's success—the
club's premises, never to leave. It would be aJoore family and the Stewart family. Without the
significant achievement if the club also captured theriving force of Peter Moore Canterbury would not
first NRL Cup in this interesting rugby leaguebe where it is today and has been in past years,
season. particularly in the mid-1980s when it won a number
of premierships. Its success over the past couple of
Mr Hazzard: Peter Moore will be there on months against all odds is a tribute to the philosophy
Sunday. instilled by Peter Moore and to the club that he
helped to build up. The ability of the club to come
Mr O'DOHERTY: The honourable member back from hopeless situations on three occasions to
for Wakehurst assures me that Peter Moore will benake the grand final must be an uplifting experience
at the match. The honourable member told me thdor Peter Moore during his present iliness.
Peter Moore is called Bullfrog because he looks like
a bullfrog and mumbles and grumbles like a The other family is the Stewart family. Kevin
bullfrog, but everyone loves him. He has made &tewart, a former member for Canterbury, is the
great contribution to Canterbury-Bankstown LeaguePresident of the football club. He is following in the
Club and to rugby league. Importantly, not only will footsteps of his father Frank senior and his brother
Canterbury leagues club compete in the first gradthe late Frank Stewart, who was a Minister in the
grand final but it will also compete in the President'sVhitlam Government and a tremendous supporter of
Cup grand final. 1 want to read onto the record ofthe Canterbury team. Kevin, Frank and Frank senior
the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, thehave done a great deal for the club and the teams
oldest Parliament in Australia, the names of thever many decades. Much of the club's success is
players who will go around for Canterbury on theattributable to their support. Canterbury has been an
weekend. The coach of the President's Cup team isnovative club, and was responsible for borrowing
Terry Lamb and the players are: Hazem El Masrijnnovative methods from the United States of
Brent Sherwin, Greg Fleming, Brett RobertsonAmerica, particularly the scholarship system. Peter
Mohammad Abbas, Tim Breeze, Duncan McRaeMoore was instrumental in introducing a scholarship
Mitch Newton, Robert Mears, Lafi Manua, Jamiesystem in the late 1970s, which provided footballers
Feeney, captain Simon Gillies and Matua Parkinsonwith the opportunity to play football as professionals
with Steve Hughes, Trent Runciman, Anthonyand to gain educational qualifications in order to
Semrani and Adam Perry. pursue a career after football. Probably the best
example of the success of that scholarship system is
The first grade team that will take the field onDr George Peponis, who captained Canterbury and
Sunday and do its best for New South Wales—th&vent on to captain Australia.
gladiators, the heroes who will take out the Broncos
and leave us in no doubt who the best State is—  The National Rugby League should note the
consists of: Rod Silva, Gavin Lester, Shanesize of the crowd number—37,000 fans—that
Marteene, Willie Talau, Daryl Halligan, Craig Polla- attended last weekend's match between Canterbury
Mounter, Corey Hughes, captain Darren Britt, Jasoand Parramatta. It was the only game in all of the
Hetherington, Steve Price, Tony Grimaldi, Roberplay-off final matches that went anywhere near to
Relf and Travis Norton, with Troy Stone, Glenfiling the modest Sydney Football Stadium. The
Hughes, Steve Reardon and David Thompson. SteWRL should heed that message and back off from
Folkes is the coach, a successful coach with a 6@ying to force what | would call the passion clubs
per cent winning record. Those gladiators will carryin rugby league, such as Parramatta, Canterbury, St
with them onto the field the best wishes of theGeorge, South Sydney and Balmain, into
people of New South Wales. The students fronamalgamations they do not want. The NRL should
Liverpool in the gallery are excited by this debate. lborrow the philosophy employed by the Australian
am sure that Canterbury-Bankstown Leagues CluBootball League a few years ago when it built a
has the unanimous blessings of every member of trmuccessful national competition around the
New South Wales Parliament. | am pleased tdraditional clubs, the clubs that have proved to be
support the motion. successful and have a large following. The NRL
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should take heed of the message that the only game (4) Words and expressions used in Rative
Title Act 19930f the Commonwealth and

that came anywhere near to filing that modest in this section have the same meanings as
stadium was played by Parramatta and Canterbury, they have in that Act.

the two clubs that virtually exchanged premierships

in the mid-1980s. Legislative Council's amendments agreed to

on motion by Ms Allan.

Certainly the NRL should build a national
competition, but it should also acknowledge that Resolution reported from Committee and
clubs such as Parramatta, Canterbury, St Georgesport adopted.
South Sydney and Balmain should be the
cornerstone of a national competition, and not force Message sent to the Legislative Council
them into phoney moves and amalgamations. Thedvising it of the resolution.
Victorian Football League, as it was known, tried to
do the same thing over a decade ago. It picked ohlQUOR AMENDMENT (RESTAURANTS AND
the Essendon and Collingwood football clubs and NIGHTCLUBS) BILL
forced them into amalgamations and transfers. That
plan backfired. Heed the message: build a national ~ Suspension of standing and sessional orders
competition from rugby league's heartland, wher@greed to.
rugby league is strong. Go the Bulldogs!

Second Reading

Motion agreed to.
Debate resumed from 23 September.
NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE

(PARRAMATTA REGIONAL PARK) BILL Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the
Opposition) [11.04 a.m.]: The Opposition will not

oppose the bill. Finally, after 3% years in
government and with no more than 20 sitting days
left in the Fifty-first Parliament, the Carr
Government is attempting to bring the State's liquor
laws as they apply to restaurants into the latter half
of the twentieth century. We are about to enter the
twenty-first century. The Government has dragged
its feet and waited until the last moment to introduce
otpis reform. The politics of this issue are simple: the
people of Australia are sick of governments telling
them when they can eat, when they can drink,
No.1 Page 2, clause 4, lines 26-28. Omit “into theWhether they have to stand up, whether they have to
National Parks and Wildlife Fund referred to in Sit down, whether 30 per cent can stand in a corner

section 137 of theNational Parks and Wildlife Act or whether 70 per cent have to sit.
1974".

Bill returned from the Legislative Council
with amendments.

In Committee

Consideration of the Legislative Council's
amendments.

Schedule of amendments referred to in message
23 September.

. . This kind of nonsense—this lifestyle
Insert instead "to the trustees of the Parramatta . . " .
Regional Park Trust". policing—has to stop. The Opposition will not
oppose the legislation because, presumably, it is the
No.2  Page 3. Insert before line 1: best the Government can do six months before the
State election. This is an incremental step, albeit
belated, in the Government getting out of lifestyle
(1) This section applies to the excised land POliCING, but it still has some way to go. On 6 April
referred to in section 4. | indicated the Opposition's support for the
relaxation of the draconian liquor laws that ban
(2) This Act does not operate to extinguish restayrants from serving liquor without meals. |
ﬁ,nﬁ];ti'cf :glethlggi da?:“:ézgztset;egzgpg indic_ated that a coalition gov_ernment would move to
its vesting by section 4. get rid of that anomaly. | indicated to the Restaurant
and Catering Association annual dinner that the
(3) This section does not affect any coalition would overcome the ridiculous anomaly

extinguishment of native title rights and that has beset that industry.
interests by the operation of thBative
Title Act 1993 of the Commonwealth or . .
the Native Title (New South Wales) Act Those laws made life difficult for restaurateurs

1994 and resulted in a number of patrons having a drink

5 Saving of native title rights and interests
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somewhere else, which may have led to a meal, ardpposition completely supports the liberalisation of
may have meant more employment in the restauradtinking laws as they apply to restaurants.
and catering industry. On 6 April | said that Sydney
was fast losing business to Melbourne, where This measure will be welcomed by the
restaurants reserve a quarter of their tables fdhousand or so people who attended the Darling
patrons who want liqguor without meals. InHarbour dinner which | and the Minister for Gaming
Queensland restaurants reserve 20 per cent of thaeind Racing addressed in April. The Minister said
tables and in South Australia they are not limitedthat he would look at this matter soon—"soon"
This legislation is not about splitting the atom, it isobviously meaning six months or so later. |
not earth-shattering, untried, radical, sociakhcknowledge the presence in the gallery today of
engineering. This legislation will bring New SouthJenny Lambert, who has worked tirelessly for
Wales liquor laws in line with the laws of other Restaurant and Catering New South Wales, the
States—some of which have been in operation foassociation representing the restaurant industry, and
the past 10 to 15 years. the former president of the association, Mr Michael
Fischer. They have ensured that members of
The Opposition will not block this legislation. Parliament have been kept abreast of the needs of
It is a pity the Government has been under théhe industry that they have so admirably represented.
thumb of the Australian Hotels Association and haShey have well represented the 6,000 restaurants of
not been prepared to do something about this earlielew South Wales over the past couple of years. |
It is a pity the AHA has the Government in such apay tribute to them for really bringing this issue to a
stranglehold that it has not been prepared to bringead today in Parliament by ensuring that both the
changes before the House until now, when only 2Government and the Opposition know what is
sitting days remain this session. The Minister fohappening in the restaurant industry.
Gaming and Racing is familiar with the coalition's
arguments and its determination to see greater One element of the package before the
flexibility as far as the eating and drinking habits ofParliament deserves particular comment: the
Australians are concerned. He knows that th@roposal to remove lifestyle policing—a step that we
coalition wants to recognise the flexibility thaton this side of the House applaud—and to replace it
consumers, customers and restaurant patromith a tax measure. The cash-strapped Carr
demand. Government is unable to resist the opportunity to
slug restaurants, in this instance by up to $15,000
This will not be the end of the world for the each, and thereby raise some $30 million in
hotel or club industry, but it will make a lot of additional taxes to stem its worsening budget crisis.
difference for those who run restaurants, thé&Vhy is it that this Government, which promised no
archetypal small business men and women who rumew taxes and no tax increases, now imposes this
restaurants around this State. They have been sayifaurteenth major charge increase, an impost that will
for years, "Give us the same opportunities that arbe passed on to consumers? Why has the
available in other States, such as VictoriaGovernment decided, in the dying days of this
Queensland and South Australia." We would noParliament, to slug restaurants by an extra $30
find in this Parliament, | would hope, anyone whomillion?
would speak against these changes. | sincerely hope
that no-one would be so under the thumb of other The idiocy of this Government charge
interest groups that they would oppose thesendicates not only that these are the dying days of
changes, because these issues transcend polititsee Parliament but that they are the dying days of
This is to do with government getting out ofthe Carr Government. The Government has been
lifestyle policing. unable to read the message. It has received the
message that the people and restaurants of this State
The 6,000 restaurants in New South Walesvant change, but why must it slug consumers by
employ more than 55,000 people. The position takeoharging small restaurant owners $15,000 each so
by honourable members on this side of the House,they can serve people a drink when they do not
am pleased to say, has forced the Government twant a meal? This is just a money grab in the dying
adopt our position and bring this legislation beforedays of this cash-strapped Government.
the House. That position is that people should be
able to choose whether they want to have a drink Because the Opposition does not have the
first and then a meal, or have a meal first and then aumbers in this Parliament to change this legislation,
drink. That decision should be left to the customer| reserve our right to change, at a later date, the
it should not be a matter for regulation and policingprovision that would slug restaurants up to $15,000.
by any State government instrumentality. Thd put the Government on notice now. It has its hands
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in the pockets of restaurant owners, saying, "Give uthe 25 per cent requirement that operates in Victoria.
$30 million." The same Government is lining theThat answers some of the criticisms that this
pockets of some hotel owners who have establishguhckage does not go far enough. Simply put, it goes
a futures market in poker machines doled out by th&urther than the Victorian scheme. Given criticisms
Government. It is ever keen to look after everythat New South Wales is losing out to Victoria, |
single aspect of the hotel industry in New Southwould have thought the benefits of this proposal are
Wales. Why would it do that, | wonder? When weself-evident.
have a police Minister who is a major hotel owner,
and owns hotels in the Sydney central business The premises must be operated and configured
district, we have a fairly clear answer as to whyso that adequate seating is provided at tables or bar
hotels get more attention from this Government thatables for all patrons admitted, whether they be
do restaurants. drinkers or diners, so that restaurants do not become
overcrowded bars for drinking. It is proposed,
The fact is that restaurants are run by ordinaryhrough regulations to be formulated under the Act,
people. Most of the 6,000 restaurants in this Statt prohibit inappropriate promotion or advertising by
are run as archetypal small businesses: the husbadihe-or-drink venues, as well as inappropriate
and wife, the family members, typical of the coreentertainment on these premises, that is inconsistent
staffing of these restaurants. These are theith the venue's primary purpose of being a
restaurants that are being slugged $15,000 each byrestaurant. That should be a sufficient safeguard and
Government which a couple of weeks agoanswer some of the concerns expressed about this
established a futures market for poker machinepackage, especially by the Australian Hotels
Hoteliers are able to buy poker machines, not eveAssociation.
take delivery of them, and on-sell those machines at
a profit of $40,000. Hoteliers, in some instances, are Important regulations will protect the excessive
getting $40,000 for poker machines that they havserving of alcohol to minors. The bill specifically
never taken delivery of, yet the restaurant ownerprovides that responsible adult requirements will
are being slugged $15,000 for a licence. There arapply to these venues after 10.00 p.m. each night.
no poker machines in restaurants—yet! There is ndhis is a sensible precaution. Minors will not be
sign of poker machines in restaurants, thanlprohibited in these venues after 10.00 p.m. but they
goodness. must be with a responsible adult if they are to
remain on the premises. That is a fairly sensible
The coalition will be talking further to requirement and a sensible balance between the
Restaurant and Catering New South Wales, whichterests of minors and the interests of these
represents the 6,000 restaurants and 55,0@@emises.
employees in the restaurant industry throughout the
State. We on this side of the House want to make Finally, these licences will be subject to the
sure that their interests are better served and theapplicable offences that apply to other liquor
voice is better heard under a Collins-Armstrondicences, including the supply of liquor to minors,
government than they have been under the Caintoxication and so on, together with appropriate
Government. | conclude by saying that it is betteoffences, penalties and disciplinary measures to
late than never that we see in the dying days of thiaddress non-compliance with the law. The package
Government some changes to benefit the restaurgmtovides a good balance. Importantly, the proposals
industry. We look forward to having more goodin the bill will not allow restaurants which are
news for the restaurant industry in the days leadingranted the new dine-or-drink authorities to have
up to the State election on 27 March next year. gaming machines or takeaway sales of liquor. That
fundamental provision addresses the concerns
Mr IEMMA  (Hurstville) [11.18 a.m.]: | expressed by those who have been critical of
support the proposal put forward by thechanging the law in that direction.
Government, | welcome the package that the
Minister has put together, and | welcome the In the bill the Government has taken the
statements in support of them by the Premier. | wantpportunity to clarify the law relating to what are
to deal with some of the regulatory aspects of thigenerally known as the stand-and-consume
proposal. Restaurants will be required to apply forequirements of restaurants. The restaurant
authority to serve alcohol in their venues. The granassociation and the industry have been seeking that
of an application and the operation of such premisedlarification for a long time, and people such as Gay
will be subject to a requirement that at least 70 peBilson have strongly supported changing the
cent of seating must be allocated to diners at alidiculous situation that has operated for some time.
times. That requirement compares favourably witifhe Restaurant and Catering Association sought
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clarification of these provisions to ensure that no | place on the record our appreciation to Jenny
breach or offence is committed if patrons, in normaLambert for her great work with the industry. She is
and reasonable circumstances for a restaurant, momet only an industry leader but an industry reformer.
between tables with their drink, have a toast witht is a great tribute to Jenny and her stewardship of
their glass of wine while standing or stand with theirthe association that she has been able to achieve so
drink at a function on the premises. | am pleasedhuch in so little time. My good mate from
that the package finally clarifies the position. Barnaby's Restaurant in Parramatta, Michael Fischer,
is also present in the gallery. He has led the
The package does not answer all of theestaurant and catering industry for some years.
criticisms of those who have been pushing folRecently he retired and was succeeded by my mate
change, but it goes further than what was wanted bieter Doyle. On behalf of the Parliament | express
the critics who are resisting change. Themy gratitude to Michael Fischer for his leadership in
Government was in a difficult position, and theachieving this landmark legislative reform which is
Minister has brought forward a reasonable, balancettitical to development of this industry.
package, given all the considerations. This package,
which provides support not only for the wine | take this opportunity to wish Peter Doyle
industry, is only the beginning of reform of our well. | know that he will continue in the footsteps of
liquor laws. The wine industry in New South WalesMichael Fischer. Of course, Peter Doyle is a
and, indeed, in Australia has built a stronggregarious and fairly earthy bon vivant; he has great
international reputation, and will receive a boosigrassroots appeal. With this legislation he will
from the steps taken in this package of proposals. dnsure that the restaurant industry continues to grow
support additional promotion of our wine industry,and be vibrant. The Opposition welcomes the
and | support the package brought forward by thdéegislation; indeed, it has taken, not immodestly,
Minister. much credit for the legislation. However, it is
concerned about certain aspects of the legislation.
Mr PHOTIOS (Ermington) [11.23 a.m.]: The bill before the House is a great tax rip-off. The
Today is the coalition's finest hour on restauranGovernment is slugging the restaurant industry for
policy achievement. Together with my coalition$30 million because of the exorbitant fees imposed
colleagues, | am delighted to take credit forfor licences to stand and consume liquor, to wine
initiating the changes to the licensing arrangementshile dining.
for the restaurant and catering industry. Throughout
this process the coalition has been determined to In this bill the Government wants it both ways.
take the lead in the campaign for the restaurant antl wants to reform the system and to slug the
catering industry, despite opposition from otheindustry for more tax. That is unacceptable to the
aspects of the industry. The coalition was preparedoalition. The Leader of the Opposition has been
to take the lead when it was not popular for theforthright in leading on this issue. Day and night he
Government to do so. In other words, the coalitiorhas been calling for, supporting and demanding
said that it wanted a cosmopolitan restauranteform. He was supporting the industry well before
industry. It wanted to get rid of the archaicthe Government even dreamed of doing so. The
regulatory regime that constrains and limits thd.eader of the Opposition was the first party leader
vibrant, thriving industry that is vital to the future of in New South Wales to call publicly for the reform.
New South Wales. In fact, he called for the reform before the Premier
of the day. Last year at Darling Harbour | heard the
The coalition pleaded with the Governmentrousing reception given to the Leader of the
and the industry to reform the industry, and it madépposition at the Restaurant and Catering
the first public commitment to reform the system.Association awards night when he outlined the
Therefore, the coalition, in partnership with thecoalition position. On that occasion the coalition was
Government—on this occasion the Government isertainly taking the lead in the public domain and
our junior partner; our mouthpiece, one might say—the Minister for Gaming and Racing, for whom |
brought forward this legislation in the public interesthave a great deal of respect, and the Government
and in the best interests of the restaurant andere caught wrong-footed.
catering industry. As shadow minister for tourism |
have had the good fortune to attend dozens of  The Opposition is deeply concerned about the
Restaurant and Catering Association functions. | articence fees. | want to focus particularly on fees
delighted to acknowledge the presence in the gallergffecting smaller restaurants, those that cater for
of my good and close friends from the associationfewer than 100 patrons. Honourable members will
Recently, we learnt that Jenny Lambert, the chiebe aware that for restaurants or cafes with city
executive officer, is retiring from her State role butpremises that provide seating for more than 100
not her national role with the association. patrons the fee for one of the new licences will be



LIQUOR AMENDMENT (RESTAURANTS AND NIGHTCLUBS) BILL 24 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 798999

$15,000; the fee for premises catering for fewer thahiquor Amendment (Restaurants and Nightclubs)
100 patrons will be $10,000. For premises in nonBill and to make one or two brief comments about
metropolitan areas providing seating for more thait. The days of Irish stew and the six o'clock swill in
100 the fee will be $10,000, and for those withAustralia are long gone. Regrettably, however,
fewer than 100 seats the fee will be $5,000. Thoseeform of the liquor laws in New South Wales have
fees will make the licences extremely expensive folagged behind. Recently | took time off from the
smaller restaurants and cafes, particularly in noneampaign trail to have lunch with a friend in a
metropolitan and rural areas. restaurant. When we moved tables and | picked up
my glass of wine to carry it to the next table |
A cafe that seats fewer than 100 and wants tdiscovered | was in breach of the stand and consume
serve some liquor will be asked to fork out $5,000principle contained in the New South Wales Liquor
That proposed fee compares unfavourably with théct. Anyone who stands to toast the host on the
fee in other States. For example, in Victoria the fe@uspicious occasion of a birthday party in a
is about one-eighth of the proposed New Southestaurant is in breach of the New South Wales
Wales fee, that is, an initial fee of roughly $750Liquor Act. That is an indication of how archaic the
with a $140 annual fee. Fees of that size are mordew South Wales liquor laws in New South Wales
manageable for small business. The fee structuteave become. It is also an indication of the need for
proposed in this bill is a tax grab and it is anti smallchange.
business. As someone who came to this Parliament
with a background in small business—I am not a The archaic nature of the State's liquor laws
university graduate or one of the many lawyers irhas obviously meant that the development of Sydney
this place—I am gravely concerned that smalkocial venues has been constrained. Sydney has been
businesses, cafes and restaurants will have to forloted the world's favourite city, but the best chance
out $5,000 to the Carr Government before they wilfor those who want to have a drink in Sydney on a
be able to sell drinks. Sunday afternoon is a registered club or hotel. While
both of those venues provide important recreational
The proposal is good news for the biggeropportunities for Sydneysiders, they are not
restaurants, those that attract the clientele who wiktveryone's cup of tea. That means that the options
quickly make the licence pay for itself. However,for socialising have become somewhat constrained.
the $10,000 slug in the city and $5,000 slug in nonThat is particularly important in relation to the
metropolitan regions are unacceptably high figuredevelopment of social venues in western Sydney and
for small business. The Leader of the Opposition hasgional New South Wales. In western Sydney the
highlighted that concern and had foreshadowed ehoice of places in which to have an afternoon drink
review of the fees by a future coalition governmentwith a work colleague or friend is limited to the
| am delighted to support the legislation and llarge western Sydney style club or the pub. Large
commend the Minister for its introduction. Membersclubs like Panthers, Mounties, Cabra-Vale and others
of the coalition have played a prominent role inare pivotal to the social fabric of western Sydney,
gathering bipartisan support for the bill. They are thdbut many people choose not to mix in those
puppet-masters and members of the Government agavironments.
the puppets. It is fair to say that legislation
originated with the coalition and the coalition then Pubs are an important part of Australia's social
drove it forward. fabric, but in many western Sydney pubs on
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons anyone wanting
| place on record my appreciation for the gooda drink has to put up not only with football scores
work of my friend and colleague in another placeand TAB results but, more often than not, with
Richard Bull. As shadow minister, he has workedingerie waitresses. While a pub may be the choice
hard with the Restaurant and Catering Industryf some, it may not be a desirable venue for women
Association, the Australian Hotels Association, theo socialise. Not only has the law constrained the
Registered Clubs Association and others in thépe of social venues that have developed in
industry to advance this proposal. Both the Leadegparticular areas, it has also constrained the social
of the Opposition and Richard Bull deserve greapatterns of various people. As women have
credit, as does the Minister for Gaming and Racingncreasingly moved into the work force and their
the Hon. Richard Face. | am pleased to support thidisposable income has increased, they have
bipartisan legislation. | look forward to working with established friendships outside their homes as well
the industry to improve it. as with work colleagues and they may choose to
enjoy a drink after work and to socialise on
Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [11.33 a.m.]: | weekends. Their options should extend beyond the
take this opportunity to indicate my support for theclub and pub environment. The restaurant
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environment would be a preferable alternative foin Coffs Harbour do so because of their lifestyle;
many in that position. | welcome the changeghey do not do so to earn an income. Many of those
proposed in the legislation. restaurants would take more than 12 months to
recover a $5,000 fee. A $5,000 fee could hurt many
The comments by members of the coalitionof the restaurants in regional areas. | encourage the
about the charges to be imposed are little more thawinister to give consideration to a fee system based
argy-bargy. To suggest the fees are a tax isn the number of chairs available. In that way
incorrect. They are one-off fees that will berestaurateurs would be able to obtaining a return on
subsumed by the increased profits of theahe fee. Some restaurants in Coffs Harbour have the
organisations that choose to purchase the newapacity to cater for 120 people but need to
licences. | am pleased to support this amending bihkccommodate that number only during the Christmas
because it will improve the social opportunities forbreak and other peak holiday periods. Because of the
those who live outside the Sydney central businegsroliferation of restaurants in the area, for the
district. It will improve social opportunities for those remainder of the year they would be 50-seat or 60-
who live in Sydney's west and in regional areas. Iteat restaurants.
will improve the social opportunities for women and
those who may prefer to socialise in an environment My question is whether they should be
other than a club or a pub. I support the bill. licensed as venues that seat more than 100 people
or as venues that seat less than 100 people? They
Mr FRASER (Coffs Harbour) [11.38 a.m.]: | may be classified as large venues for only a small
support the Liquor Amendment (Restaurants angart of the year. | ask the Minister to address that
Nightclubs) Bill. Honourable members would bejssye because there must be some flexibility. Those
aware that Coffs Harbour attracts a great manyestaurants should be given an opportunity to pay a
tourists and holiday-makers. Coffs Harbour, Porfesser fee. It would be fairer if those restaurants
Macquarie, Ballina and the Tweed area attract manyyid be licensed in some other way than by means
international visitors who are used to being able tqf 5 flat fee. | congratulate the Leader of the
sit down in a restaurant and have a quiet drinkgpsosition, Peter Collins. | commend the Minister
When they visit the north coast they are unaplg t@or taking the lead shown by the Leader of the
do that. | commend the Leader of the Oppositiongpngsition. | know the Minister would have been

the Hon. Peter Collins, for forcing the Govemmempressured perhaps more so by the pubs than the
to adopt the new approach that is proposed in thgns not to introduce this legislation. However, the
bill. The Government, unfortunately, has not had th%ubs have done reasonably out of with poker

intestinal fort:‘tuge i to reform the en'ureh machines and other parts of the liquor laws. The
adrr|1|n|strat|on of the liquor industry in New South;icter is to be applauded for ignoring that
Wales. pressure. | urge all honourable members to support

The House knows what needs to be done irtlhIS legislation.

relation to vineyards and vignerons. The .
Government has set up committees to examine that Mr GIBSC_)N _(Londonderry) [11.43 a-f“-]- :
matter, but unfortunately nothing has yet been donguPPort this legislation. The people from the industry

It is pleasing that the Minister has acted in regard te‘vho are in the gallery today will appreciate that it is

restaurants. | am sure that the majority of people i ommon (I;nowledget ttﬁ; fobr 'lsetvtlan y?ﬁ_rs t?e
Coffs Harbour will welcome this legislation with prévious Tsovernment did - absolutely nothing 1o

open arms, although there may be a whinge froncleform the liquor laws. It is all very well for

small clubs and pubs. As the honourable member fc;pembers opposite tc_) .take the high ground, but had it
Cabramatta said, people who wish to have a drinROt Peen for the Minister for Gaming and Racing,
during a business meeting in town on Friday ofVN© has led the reform of the liquor industry, the
Saturday nights often find that they are restricted taﬁdustry would be in more danger than it is in today.

clubs or pubs. Coffs Harbour has some wonderf mall clubs and the hotel industry generally have
pubs but they are not the kind of place one goes tBenefited from what the Minister has achieved, and

for a quiet drink on a Friday night. They become'€staurants will now benefit. The claims made by

somewhat rowdy and raucous, and that is even mof8embers of the Opposition about how good they
so during holiday periods. It is tremendous thaf'@ve been to the liquor industry, particularly the

people will be given the option of having a quiet’éStaurateurs, are an absolute joke. They forg_ot
drink without having to put up with the noise of @oout these people for seven years and did
poker machines and general bar noise. absolutely nothing. Now they are telling us about all
they have done. The Minister and the Government
| am somewhat concerned about the licenc®ave led the way in the reform of the liquor industry
fees. Many of the people who run small restaurantdnd | commend them for it.
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Mr R. W. TURNER (Orange) [11.44 am.]: | Many people do not want gaming machines around
totally support the Liquor Amendment (Restaurantshem all the time. A few months ago | was in
and Nightclubs) Bill. Previous speakers in the debateanberra with a few friends.
have placed concerns on the record about the licence
fees, and country people are certainly concemned  pr Refshauge:Having a drink?
about that matter. Many small restaurants in towns

with fewer than 1,000 people do not have the Mr R. W. TURNER: We did, as a matter of

turnover to absorb that fee but want to be able teact. Our wives went shopping, so we decided to
take advantage of the proposals in the bill. | anhave a drink. We wandered into a nice little
unaware whether that fee could be lowered after thPestaurant and inquired whether we could have a

legislation is enacted, but time will tell how many grink without having a meal. The restaurateur looked
restaurants with seating for fewer than 100 considel; ;s rather oddly and said, "Why not?" The

it worthwhile paying up to $5,000. realisation then dawned on me that we came from

L the archaic State of New South Wales and that was
The legislation has been needed for a IongNhy we had asked the question.

time, not only in large towns such as Orange but in
the smaller towns around Orange and further west | support this bill, which will bring New South

r_hat do .?hOt thave ﬁutlgts where lorf" ca]}n pu;Cha%ales into line with all other States and with most
lquor without purchasing a meal. OF US have . iised countries. Those of us who have been

been t(? a bar or a restaurant, have had_to pretend rtunate enough to travel through Europe are aware
be having a meal and have ended up with a plate

: > NMat liquor is freely available there, and | did not
chips or a few sausage rolls merely to comply with . .

. notice any adverse effects of that. | did not see
the outdated laws. That will now end and people

. ) people becoming drunk and making nuisances of
will now be able to go into a small restaurant at 5 . )

. . . themselves in the streets merely because liquor was
o'clock and obtain a drink.

available in small cafes and restaurants. This bill

rings New South Wales into line with the rest of

People in the bush travel many miles to attenci \
functions or meetings. A function might start at ustralia _and the _rest_ of the world. | have much
leasure in supporting it.

7.00 p.m. and people might start arriving at 5.0
p.m., so what do they do? Because of the company .

they are in or because they do not know which pubs ~ Mr O'FARRELL  (Northcotf) [11.50 am]: |
of the town will make them feel welcome, often support the bill. Most of my constituents and any

they will not want to go into a pub. All of us have reasonable person who lives in a city of this size

walked into small pubs, been stared down by th@nywhere in the world would support legislation
locals. and made to feel uncomfortable. ThisSuch as this because it seeks to match expectations

legislation will overcome that. It will mean that for leisure and entertainment. Whether the bill has
people will be able to leave a town feeling muchPeen introduced by the coalition or the Government,

better about it. Not everyone wants alcoholic drinksat the end of the day it will serve the interests of
In a group of four someone may want a decent cupOnsumers very well, particularly when one
of coffee, and that can be hard to find in a pub. Thigonsiders the event that will be held here in two
legislation will give the restaurants the flexibility years. | have three small concerns about this
they need. Restaurants will not have to go througlfgislation. First, | share concerns expressed by other
the charade they used to indulge in. People will b&pposition members about licence fees. Clearly, this
able to go into restaurants and have a drink withougovernment is making another tax grab. | welcome
having to buy a meal. the commitment made by the Leader of the

Opposition to review the level of fees in the future.

The 30 per cent limitation may cause some
confusion between people simply having a drink and Second, | am concerned that the legislation
those who are having a pre-dinner drink. | am sureloes not restrict the sale of alcohol to people who
all of those matters will be sorted out. As anotheiare seated. | understand that the new regulations will
member said earlier, people will be able to go intmot change the character of a restaurant such as the
restaurants and have a quiet drink without thdayswater Brasserie. However, the position of other
incessant noise of poker machines that one hears @stablishments is different. Last evening | was at
the major pubs and clubs. | hope no pressure will bBarcy's. If Darcy's were to decide that 30 per cent
brought to bear in the future to have poker machinesf its patrons were to be either seated—
and gaming machines in restaurants. | will strongly

oppose any moves to put gaming machines in  Mr McBride: How many main courses did
restaurants merely because they have liquor licencggou have?
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Mr O'FARRELL: | had two entrees, and | 3,000 liquor licences, and there are bring-your-own
recommend the potato gnocchi with pesto. If Darcy'sind other licences.
were to decide to install a bar the character of the
restaurant would be changed. Whilst | recognise that The Government has come a long way with
restaurants will have an individual choice, | amthe Restaurant and Catering Association. The
concerned that a relaxation of restrictions orGovernment was working on this legislation long
standing and drinking in restaurants will change théefore the Leader of the Opposition made a decision
nature of restaurants to an undesirable degree. Mg April this year. Work on this bill started in the
third concern relates to the enforcement of thidatter part of last year, and, as | said, it is part of a
legislation. | ask the Minister who will be total package of reforms. We have come a long way
responsible for determining whether 30 per cent ofrom the days of the late Ken Orth, to whom | pay
patrons are seated or standing. What will be th&ibute. Michael Fischer, Jenny Lambert and Peter
practical enforcement of this legislation? Doyle Jnr have played responsible roles in the
legislation before the House today. | do not intend to
Mr Face: The courts will make a speak at length on the matter of fees. If coalition
determination. members consider themselves to be economic
managers yet advocate following the Victorian
Mr O'FARRELL: For a matter to get to the model—under which everything, including goodwill,
courts there will have been an infringement of thavas given away for nothing—they are absolutely
legislation and someone will have lodged acrazy. The fee is not an impost; it was negotiated
complaint. | ask whether there will be extra policeand it is accepted by industry.
officers or licensing officers in order to enforce the
new guidelines. As members of the Government and  The Restaurant and Catering Association stated
the Parliament we need to be sure that we do ndity way of media release that there is no doubt that
introduce unenforceable guidelines. the association in its full support for the
Government's original proposal was involved in a
Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for lengthy decision-making process. Finally, | pay
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theribute to officers in my department who have done
Premier on Hunter Development) [11.53 a.m.], intremendous work on this legislation. | thank Julie
reply: | thank the Leader of the Opposition, theAllomes, Peter Cox and others and | thank my
honourable member for Ermington, the honourablsenior policy adviser, David Williams. Without
member for Hurstville, the honourable member fottheir assistance, good sense and ability to get
Cabramatta, the honourable member for Cofféegislation before the Parliament the passage of this
Harbour, the honourable member for Orange, thkegislation would not have been made so easy.
honourable member for Londonderry and the

honourable member for Northcott for their Motion agreed to.
contributions to this debate. Several matters have led
to this legislation and the bill is part of a package. | Bill read a second time and passed through

have taken on board the comments made by themaining stages.
honourable member for Londonderry. The coalition
had a green paper on this subject and it had seven NURSES AMENDMENT (NURSE
years to do something about the liquor laws. It is the PRACTITIONERS) BILL
Labor Government that is making this reform.
Bill introduced and read a first time.

This bill does not propose total deregulation,
as proposed by the Leader of the Opposition. Many Second Reading
people are appalled that the Leader of the
Opposition insists on using Victoria as a model. The Dr REFSHAUGE (Marrickville—Deputy
Victorian model had many flaws, it sent manyPremier, Minister for Health, and Minister for
people broke and it was ill conceived. ThisAboriginal Affairs) [11.57 a.m.]: | move:
legislation is not ill conceived. At the time of the
1987 Victorian legislation restaurants accounted for That this bill be now read a second time.
4% per cent of the total liquor consumption. That
figure increased to and has now stood at 6 per cehtam pleased to bring before the House the Nurses
for a long while. | do not expect the position in thisAmendment (Nurse Practitioners) Bill. This bill
State to be different from that. The Leader of themarks the cumulation of over seven years of
Opposition was wrong in saying that there wereanalysis and review. The legislative changes it
6,000 liquor licences in New South Wales. There argroposes are essential elements in the
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implementation of nurse practitioner services in Nevand the associated research, and formulating
South Wales. The term "nurse practitioner" describeiecommendations based on the data collected during
a registered nurse with extensive knowledge antheir operation.
skill, operating at an advanced level of practice. A
nurse practitioner may provide a broader range of The evidence from the research conducted by
services than a registered nurse and may also leach of the pilot projects and the across-project
authorised to prescribe medications, an option natsearch demonstrated that nurse practitioners were
available to registered nurses. feasible, safe and effective in their roles and
provided quality health services in a range of
Nurse practitioners are already recognised in aettings. The final report of stage three of the
number of overseas jurisdictions, including theproject, including the results of the pilots and
United Kingdom, Canada, and some States in theecommendations for implementation of nurse
United States of America. New South Wales ispractitioner services in New South Wales, was
however, the first State in Australia toreleased to the public in 1996. | note that a key
comprehensively analyse and evaluate théature of the findings in the report was the high
contribution which can be made by such advanctevel of co-operation which occurred between
practice nurses through the work undertaken by theursing, medical and allied professionals involved in
New South Wales nurse practitioner project. | anthe pilot projects.
particularly pleased that the proposals developed
through the project also focus on enhancing health | consider this co-operative framework to be a
care in rural and remote areas of New South Walesritical feature for the successful implementation of
| am confident that nurse practitioners, working withnurse practitioners in New South Wales. Indeed, the
rural doctors and allied health professionals, willproposals developed by the steering committee, and
ensure the expansion of health services available the implementation process now being undertaken
New South Wales. by the Government are based on three guiding
principles. First, collaborative inter-professional
As | have already indicated, the New Southplanning, practice and evaluation are essential and
Wales nurse practitioner project operated over ahould remain a critical feature in the
seven-year period. At the end of each of the threanplementation and future development of nurse
stages of the project, an opportunity was providegractitioner services. Second, a local agreed need
for interested professional and consumer groups tmust be confirmed prior to establishing a service
make submissions. Each of the pilot projectghat includes a nurse practitioner. And third, only
included extensive local level consultation withregistered nurses who can demonstrate an ability to
professional and consumer groups. These grouperform at an advanced level will be able to gain
were also represented on the steering committesccreditation as nurse practitioners.
which oversaw the pilots and formulated the
recommendations in the final report of the project. Honourable members should be aware that
In 1992, following a discussion paper containing dmplementation of nurse practitioner services will
preliminary assessment of the potential for nurséargely be progressed administratively. In this
practitioner services a stage two working party wasegard, the framework for nurse practitioner services
formed, with membership drawn from health servicereleased in August requires area health services to
consumer, medical and nursing organisations. consult with key stakeholders such as doctors,
pharmacists and nurses to ensure a careful
This group reported in September 1993assessment of local needs, appropriate planning of
concluding that before implementation could beservices, and development of clinical guidelines for
considered there was a need to objectively assess they proposed nurse practitioners. In addition, | am
feasibility, safety, effectiveness, quality and cost ofstablishing a statewide implementation committee
nurse practitioner services. To assist in thigo monitor and evaluate the implementation of nurse
assessment, the working party recommended p@ractitioner services across the State.
number of nurse practitioner pilots be established in
remote areas of New South Wales, in general This committee will be chaired by the Director
practices and in the public health system. In 199&eneral of the Health Department, and includes
the Minister for Health of the time approved fundingmembership with relevant nursing, medical and
for 10 nurse practitioner pilots. Funding was alsgharmaceutical experience. Legislative changes are,
provided by the Commonwealth Government, and &owever, also required in order to give proper effect
stage three multidisciplinary steering committee wato the proposals. | will now turn to the amendments
formed. The committee's functions includedproposed in the Nurse Amendment (Nurse
overseeing both the operation of the pilot project®ractitioners) Bill. Schedule 1 to the hill
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incorporates amendments to ensure that only nurséslowing expert advice, including pharmaceutical
who meet standards of practice and educatioadvice from the department's pharmaceutical services
determined by the Nurses Registration Board will bdranch.
entitled to use the title "nurse practitioner".
| should note that the amendments in this bill
This will ensure the protection of the public by will not provide nurse practitioners with any special
establishing a level of competence, skill andights to prescribe drugs of addiction listed in
experience which is higher than that required foschedule 8 to the Poisons and Therapeutic Goods
registered nurses. It will also ensure that the publiéct. Instead, | will await the advice of a
can rely on the term "nurse practitioner" asmultidisciplinary working group which the Health
describing a professional able to perform a range dbepartment will establish to consider this question.
advanced level clinical services competently an&chedule 3 to the bill incorporates a number of
safely. It is anticipated that a substantial lead time ofiscellaneous amendments which are largely
at least 12-18 months will be required to enable theonsequential to the amendments made to the
Nurses Registration Board to consider and establighoisons and Therapeutic Goods Act. Finally, |
appropriate accreditation criteria for nursewould like to emphasise that the nurse practitioner
practitioners. project could not have progressed to this final stage
of implementation without the considerable
This will include the board establishing a nursededication and commitment of a range of health
practitioner accreditation committee, pursuant to itprofessionals across the State.
existing committee powers under section 12 of the
Act, to refine the criteria for accreditation of nurse | would particularly like to thank all those
practitioners. Clause 13 of schedule 1 provides for health practitioners who were involved in the 10
three-year maximum accreditation period. This willnurse practitioner pilot projects. Their
allow the board to both monitor the standards angrofessionalism and positive approach to the task
competence of accredited nurse practitioners, arfths been critical in demonstrating the benefits of
will also allow them to monitor and revise thenurse practitioner services, and illustrates how co-
competencies set for accreditation. Clause 33 is alsiperative interdisciplinary models can be employed
worthy of note, in that it provides a statutory basito enhance and improve health services across the
for the guidelines under which nurse practitionersState. | commend the bill to the House.
will operate.
Debate adjourned on motion by Mrs
Under the terms of the amendment, thes&kinner.
guidelines—which may also include provision for
use, supply or prescription of drugs—will be NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE
required to be approved by the Director-General of AMENDMENT (ABORIGINAL CULTURAL
the Health Department. Schedule 2 to the hill HERITAGE) BILL
addresses the issue of prescribing rights for nurse
practitioners. The right to prescribe and the right to Bill introduced and read a first time.
supply medications are regulated by the Poisons and
Therapeutic Goods Act 1966. These rights are Second Reading
largely limited to medical practitioners. Dentists and
veterinarians may also supply a limited number of Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the
drugs. The evidence of the pilot projects conducte&nvironment) [12.07 p.m.]: | move:
as part of stage three indicated that, operating within
set clinical guidelines with a limited range of That this bill be now read a second time.
medications, nurse practitioners could make safe
decisions to authorise and supply. This bill reaffirms this Government's commitment to
reconciliation by bringing the National Parks and
In keeping with the findings of the pilots, the Wildlife Act 1974 into line with both Aboriginal and
right of the nurse practitioner to order medicationggeneral community expectations on a number of
will be limited to those substances incorporated intdssues relating to Aboriginal cultural heritage. The
the clinical guidelines approved by the director-National Parks and Wildlife Act is the major
general. Clause 13 of schedule 2 specificallyegislation in New South Wales dealing with the
indicates that a written authorisation to possess, usprotection of Aboriginal cultural heritage but the
prescribe and supply will be issued only in respecprovisions dealing with Aboriginal cultural heritage
of those drugs listed in approved clinical guidelineshave not been significantly amended since its
The director-general will consider those issuedntroduction in 1974. In August 1996, | announced a
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number of initiatives in Aboriginal heritage around individual items or clusters of items. As a
management including a commitment to reviewmatter of course, consultation will also occur with
prOViSionS of the National Parks and Wildlife Act. land-holders on whose property the Aborigina| item
protection zone will be declared, unless there are
Aboriginal communities in New South Wales pressing circumstances to do otherwise, such as an
have developed a clear expectation that thgnminent threat to the Aboriginal items.
Government will take positive action to address the
long-standing issues of concern to Aboriginal people It must be noted that it is envisaged Aboriginal
regarding the management of their heritage. Thgem protection zones will be considered for
amendments | propose to the National Parks anggnificant Aboriginal items, or where an Aboriginal
Wildlife Act signal the beginning _of initiatives 10 jtam is considered to require added protection
address the concerns of Aboriginal people. The, o ugh the development approval process. This will
amendments will significantly improve Aboriginal o+ pe routinely put in place over all Aboriginal

cultural heritage management in New South Wale§ies | addition, an Aboriginal item protection
Under the existing Act, the term "Aboriginal relic" one does not necessarly mean that all

was used to describe all evidence of Aboriginaye,qionments will be precluded within the zone, but

f”';‘?tfe' Ifrom major art sies, 19 .e‘."d‘la”ge. ‘l’fmay mean that land-holders will have to fulfi
raditional camp sites and even Aboriginal bunialS o 1ain  conditions  to protect the important

This bill will change the name "Aboriginal relic" to Aboriginal items on their land. Land-holders can

rﬁ‘:ﬁ”%gg:. 'Fﬁgl] ,etcr)]ulz f?rll'(rjng;?;':sg : term which also appeal the imposition of an Aboriginal item
y 'ginal peopie 1i IVe. protection zone in the Land and Environment Court.

The term "relic" is usually associated with a
past era, the remnants of a lost time, but for res di ter but b ¢ . £ 50
Aboriginal people these items are not remnants gfietres diameter but may be up 1o a maximum o

their past. They are crucial to both their present an%wstrgg Iln it excepU?n? cwcums:]ancebs. Wdher; a(r;
their future and are part of their "living culture". To 00 dinal item protection zone has been declare

reflect this view and to respect the beliefs of2Ny person who breaches the requirements of the

Aboriginal people, it is proposed to change theorotection.zone is liable tc_) a _fine of up to 100
expression "Aboriginal relic” to "Aboriginal item". penalty units and 6 months imprisonment. If the area

The bill also recommends the introduction of thelS Of such a size that even a 50-metre buffer zone

new category "Aboriginal item protection zones".Would not adequately protect it, then | will give

The National Parks and Wildlife Act, as it Stands,consideration to declaring the area an Aboriginal

protects individual items or groups of items but nofPlacé under the existing provisions of the Act.
the areas in which they occur. Damage or disturbance to an Aboriginal place will

attract a penalty of 200 penalty units or

For example, | am sure many of my CO||eagueémprisonment for 12 months, or both. However, |
in this House would be surprised and appalled telieve that increasing protection for Aboriginal
learn that while Aboriginal rock art is protected items is pointless without the ability to enforce it.
from damage, destruction or defacement, this
protection does not currently extend to the cave or ~ Therefore the bill provides for the alleviation
rock shelter in which it is found. This new categoryof the burden of proof for certain prosecutions. At
of Aboriginal item protection zone also betterpresent, in any prosecution for the destruction of
reflects Aboriginal people's view of their cultural Aboriginal items or places under section 90 of the
heritage, which places importance not only on thé\ct, the National Parks and Wildlife Service must
item but the landscape in which it is found. prove that the person knowingly committed the

offence or knowingly allowed the offence to happen.
| am proposing in this bill, through the new This has had the effect of greatly restricting the
category of Aboriginal item protection zone, tooperation of the provision, and reducing the service's
provide better protection for Aboriginal items thanability to bring successful prosecutions. The
that which currently exists. Discussions will beproposed amendment to section 90 of the Act will
initiated between the service and Aboriginalenable the prosecution of persons who willfully,
communities on whether significant sites or itemgecklessly or negligently destroy, deface or damage
need increased protection and, if so, how best tan Aboriginal item or place. This will apply equally
achieve this protection. Based on these discussionstd individuals and corporations. This new wording is
will make a determination on whether to declare amot intended to catch those people who are
area an Aboriginal item protection zone, which willgenuinely ignorant of the fact that their actions have
have the effect of providing a protective buffer zonecaused harm to an Aboriginal item or place.

These buffer zones will generally be of 25
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| am sure all members of this House wouldperiodic inspections will ensure that the integrity of
agree that this level of protection is not onlyaporiginal places is maintained.

warranted but is required in order to uphold the

intent of the Act. To further reinforce the As many Aboriginal places are on private land,
seriousness of this offence | am proposing tQheir declaration may place a burden on land-holders
increase the penalties under section 90 to 20§ terms of land management. There is also a
penalty units or 12 months imprisonment or both fofyerception that these declarations may decrease the
individuals and 1,000 penalty units for corporationsyajue of private land. To encourage land-holders to
These new penalties should act as strong deterrentsy_gperate with the National Parks and Wildlife
Apart from those who act in ignorance, somesenice in the declaration of Aboriginal places, it is
protection is also required for company directors anflrgnosed to allow discounts on council rates for
managers who cannot, in all conscience, be directhy,ase properties. This would be achieved through a
blamed for actions which damage an Aboriginalyqcess which would require the Director-General of
item or place. Through another of the amendments,{lationm Parks and Wildlife to advise the
am  proposing, directors ) and. managers 0{/aluer-GeneraI of all Aboriginal place declarations
corporations will not be held liable if they can show,, private land. The Valuer-General could then take
either that they had no knowledge that the Offenc'i"nis into consideration when valuing these properties.

was to take place, or had no influence over ther- believe the effect of this provision on revenue

action being takeq or used all due diligence togeneration for individual local councils would be
prevent damage being caused.

minimal.

As well as imposing these penalties, the court

will, if this bill is enacted, be able to order a : o . _
. . possession of Aboriginal items which | believe need
defendant who has been found guilty to take actio
to be urgently addressed. What someone may do

to mitigate or restore the damage caused. | believe. . . ) .
L . . with an Aboriginal item is dependent on when it
this is only appropriate, as monetary penalties do . , . .
came into a person's possession. Since 1967 all

nothing to repair the damage done, or restore a - . L :
boriginal items, or "relics" as they were previously

Aboriginal item or place. Not only do we need some

means of protecting the Aboriginal items and place%a"ed’ have.been deemed to pe the propgrty of the

that we know of, but it is imperative that we rown, but '.t was not stgted N any §uc_c!nct way

ascertain the existence of Aboriginal items an&hat possession O.f these _|tems by_an individual was
fnot permitted. This bill will make it an offence to

monitor their condition. At present, section 164 o boriginal i ired i
the Act allows authorised officers to enter premise?Ossess an Aboriginal item acquired since 1967,

if there is a reasonable suspicion that an offence h&Xcept where the item is held by an Aboriginal
been committed, and that the Aboriginal item whichoersf)r_] in accordance with Aboriginal tradmon._Thls
is the subject of the offence is on the premises. Therovision does not apply to land-holders who simply
bill will amend this section to allow officers to enter M@y have hundreds of Aboriginal items in situ
premises to ascertain whether Aboriginal items ar&cattered across their land.

actually on the premises.

There are also two issues relating to the

Aboriginal items which were in private hands

This authority is currently available in relation Prior to 1967 were not affected by existing
to flora and fauna and commonsense would dictatrovisions and will also not be affected by this new
that it should be available in relation to Aboriginal Provision. This has led over the years to many
items as well. The rights of the individual will still Private sales and auctions of Aboriginal items,
be protected, however, as the amendment will ndgiometimes to overseas buyers. These items, and
override the requirement that if premises are usednerefore a great deal of Aboriginal culture and
for residential purposes, officers may enter only ifhistory, are being lost not only to Aboriginal people,
they have a search warrant. An Aboriginal place i®ut to the whole of Australia. | therefore propose
an area that is of special significance to Aboriginathat the National Parks and Wildlife Act be amended
people and has been declared so under the Act. A@ require owners to notify the Director-General of
many declared Aboriginal places are on private lanélational Parks and Wildlife of their intention to sell
it is essential that these are properly maintained ar@f dispose of Aboriginal items and to provide the
managed. The bill proposes a new section whickirector-general with the first option to acquire the
will allow authorised officers to inspect, from time item.
to time, areas declared as Aboriginal places which
are on private land. There is presently no authority Acquisition will not be done on an ad hoc
under the Act which allows Aboriginal places to bebasis and without consultation. Prior to acquisition
inspected after they have been declared. Thegbe director-general will be required to consult with
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the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, the Australian As well as the areas of responsibility that |
Museum, the New South Wales Aboriginal Landhave already mentioned, it is proposed that the
Council and the Aboriginal and Torres Straitcouncil should also be responsible for providing
Islander Commission to ensure significant items aradvice on issues pertaining to licensing agreements
retained. However, | assure my colleagues that thielating to Aboriginal cultural heritage data and
will not stop Aboriginal items being gifted or information; and for providing advice on
bequeathed to museums by private donors. Theominations of national parks to be transferred to
amendment only requires notification and an optionhe Aboriginal community under the National Parks
to acquire. The director-general will have theand Wildlife (Aboriginal Ownership) Amendment
discretion, after proper consultation, to allow the giftAct. The restructuring of this committee would
or bequest to take effect. ensure that all major stakeholders are given a forum
from which they can provide advice to the
However, | note that the Australian Museum,Government and to the National Parks and Wildlife
under the leadership of its former Director, DesService on issues of major importance to Aboriginal
Griffin, has been at the national forefront inpeople.
returning its Aboriginal collections, and parts of
them, to traditional communities, in keeping with the It is the belief of this Government that action
strong international movement to ensure that thahould be taken now to protect Aboriginal cultural
occurs. It is the aim of this Government to ensuréeritage. The Government has already acted—both
that as many Aboriginal items as possible should befficiently and comprehensively—under the National
returned to their traditional owners. It has been, anéarks and Wildlife (Aboriginal Ownership)
will remain, the policy of the National Parks and Amendment Act to begin the process of returning
Wildlife Service to return, whenever possible national parks to traditional owners with the
Aboriginal items to their traditional Aboriginal successful transfer finalised only three weeks ago at
owners. Mootwingee, now Mutawintji National Park, in
western New South Wales. The Government has
The amendments contained in this bill, asacted on its commitments to Aboriginal people to
outlined, will close some of the gaps in the currenbring forward these amendments. | take this
legislation, and offer a greater degree of protectiowpportunity to note that the honourable member for
to Aboriginal items and places. The AboriginalKeira, the Parliamentary Secretary for Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage (Interim) Advisory Committee, Affairs, is in the Chamber. It is largely as a result of
which was formerly known as the Relics Committeehis efforts that this legislation is now before the
has already been reconstituted to allow moréarliament. Since he became a member of
representation from the Aboriginal community. ThisParliament and particularly since he became a
committee is the principal advisory body in relationmember of the Government shadow ministry, he has
to the preservation, excavation, removal and custodyeen a strong advocate in this place on behalf of the
of Aboriginal items and places, and furnishes advicéboriginal people.
to myself and the director-general of the service.
The honourable member has spent a large
With this bill before the House, and becauseproportion of his parliamentary career in the past 10
the term of appointment of some members hagears travelling around the State and listening to the
expired, it is timely to look at the membership andexpress wishes of the Aboriginal people. This
functions of the committee and make changemeasure results from the strong theme put to him by
required to bring it into line with Aboriginal various communities across the State. As a result of
community wishes on Aboriginal cultural heritagefinally referring this matter to the National Parks
management. | propose in this bill to change thend Wildlife Service, and its work in conjunction
name to the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Advisorywith other agencies within government, the
Council with a membership of 11, drawn from Government has brought forward a series of
various areas. These would include six Aboriginabmendments that very much meet the expectation of
community members, one nominee from the Newhose traditional communities. | look forward to
South Wales Aboriginal Land Council, one officersupport in this Chamber and the other Chamber for
of the National Parks and Wildlife Service, onethese amendments. | certainly look forward to their
officer of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, one successful application.
officer from the Australian Museum, one officer
from the Heritage Office and one ministerially Debate adjourned on motion by Mrs
appointed Aboriginal representative. Chikarovski.
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PROTECTED DISCLOSURES AMENDMENT reporting but then do all they can to avoid dealing with the
(POLICE) BILL issue. They just find the situations too hard to deal with. The

most they have done is shift someone sideways. In one case
they actually promoted someone who was involved in these

Second Reading corrupt activities. Everyone who knows the situation now
knows that the whole process is corrupt and they are
Debate resumed from 23 September demoralised because they know there is nothing they can do

about these situations.

Mr GAUDRY (Newcastle) [12.22 p.m.]: | am

pleased, as Chairman of the Committee on th&noSe are the sorts of complaints being made to
Office of the Ombudsman and the Police Integrit))CAC about reprisals against individuals within
organisations. | quote further from page 98 of the

Commission, which oversights the Office of the h ¢ ) h ¢

Ombudsman, to speak in support of the Protecte POt on the sorts of actions that came from

Disclosures Amendment (Police) Bill. The Changeglﬁ‘erent.Ievels of organisations, in this instance

arise from concerns expressed by the Ombudsmdff™M Senior management:

about the operation of the Protected Disclosures Act. _

It was quite apparent. from the review of the Act They have already had a go at me a number of times. For

q pp ! . . example, they have threatened me with solicitors and legal

undertaken by the Comr_nlttee on.the Off|c_e Qf the  action if I didn't back down.

Ombudsman and the Police Integrity Commission by

reference in April 1996, and certainly from evidencean instance of reprisal from the executive of a

taken before that committee, that the issue Oéovernment organisation was as follows:

detrimental reprisals against whistleblowers was a

matter of grave concern. Concerns were raised by They can do anything they want to you. They do minor things

the Ombudsman and by witnesses who appeared to put pressure on you. For example, | was told | was rude to

before the committee that in many cases well- people on the phone, they ask for my flex sheet every day and
. . k | laints about me.

meaning public servants who reported, under the make general compiaints about me

Protected Disclosures Act, to their superior officersl.h

found that, rather than their complaints being dea@vithin departments and involved a report to the

with, and perhaps guilty parties being brought t I ; N
book, the officer reporting was in fact the subject O?ndependent Commission Against Corruption:

reprisals from within the organisation.

e following is a comment about bureaucrats

| was buoyed a little by the existence of the Protected
Disclosures Act but would have felt more confident if | had
The Independent Commission Against been given a straight answer as to whether my report was a

Corruption, which was monitoring the impact of the protected disclosure. | have since been medically discharged.
Protected Disclosures Act 1994, issued a paper in That | guess is the safest way they have found to get rid of
November 1997 entitled "Encouraging NSW Public

Sector Employees to Report Corruption®. It wasy yhole range of like responses indicates that

distressing when, once again, at the end of a Ion\Qlithin departments there is either a failure to
survey of people who had ma}de prOteCte,qmderstand the importance of the Act or the Act is
disclosures, ICAC reported that reprisals were St"[)eing used in a detrimental fashion against
pre\/kgnt|ng ffthe. ||3rotected D|s$Iosures;] Act fromypi0vees who have made what they considered to
working  effectively. | quote from that report o “jmnortant protected disclosure complaints in

instances  of the sorts of reprisals that Werge|aiion 1o maladministration, corruption, or serious

occurnng. Sur\{ey respondents p0|r_1ted out clearly aste of public moneys within those organisations.
the sorts of actions that were taken in the workplac?he Committee on the Office of the Ombudsman

against .those who made protected disclosures: and the Police Integrity Commission,  the
quote this comment noted at page 97 of the report: Independent Commission Against Corruption and

. . . . other like organisations expressed concern to the
The council actively discourages complaints by the,,. . .
repercussions, victimisation and ostracism that occurs Whe|¥IInISter about the need for a_ change in the On_US_ of
people do make complaints. The power of the internal counciPr0Of under the Protected Disclosures Act, shifting
mechanisms is such that they are very vindictive. that onus to the organisations which would become

the defendants in cases where a person considered
If people speak up about wrongdoing in this organisation the)f at detrimental action had been taken
are ostracised. They are persecuted if they speak out and en )

up having to leave. . .
| applaud the Government for taking up this

recommendation made to it by the Ombudsman and
the committee and incorporating it in legislation.
I thought they did initially [encourage reports] but now | know AnOther_ matter Of_ Importance s the clarification _Of
better and so do all the other staff. They seem to encouragde position of police officers who, under the Police

Another instance was:
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Service Act, have a direct line of responsibility LEGAL PROFESSION AMENDMENT
related to the making of complaints to their superior ~ (PRACTICE OF FOREIGN LAW) BILL
officers. Those officers did not appear to come

within the leave of the Protected Disclosures Act. Second Reading
This bill makes their position clear. | read from the
objects of the bill: Debate resumed from 23 September.

... to make it clear that a member of the Police Service is a Mr TINK (Eastwood) [12.32 p.m.]: The

public official for the purposes of that Act and that disclosuresphject of this bill is to amend the Legal Profession
of corrupt conduct, maladministration and waste made by sucla‘ct 1987 so as to regulate the practice of foreign
a member in accordance with the Act are protected by the ACtI'aW in New South Wales by foreign Iawyers The

bill inserts new part 3C in the Act. The new part

:)h?.t |sSan |.mp0brtant provision for mhembhers Of.”th;will require foreign lawyers who are not also legal
olice Service because it means that they wi ractitioners but who are barristers or solicitors

covered by the Act when they make a protecte ithin the meaning of the Act, who are engaging in

disclosure.  The bill contains two importantye practice of foreign law in New South Wales
amendments. | fully support these importantyher than on a temporary basis, to register with
changes. either the Bar Association or the Law Society. While
_ o _ registered foreign lawyers will be prohibited from

Mr WHELAN  (Ashfield—Minister for Police) practising in matters governed by Australian law,

[12.30 p.m.], in reply: | thank the honourable ey will be permitted to provide various equivalent
member for Eastwood and the honourable membeleryices in matters that specifically relate to or are

for Newcastle, the Chairman of the Committee oryoyerned by the law of their country.
the Office of the Ombudsman and the Police

Integrity Commission, for their worthwhile Foreign lawyers will be subject to similar
contributions to this debate. Last n|ght during debat?equirements re'ating to the handling of disputesy
on this bill the honourable member for EaStWOOQ:omp|aints and trust accounts as those governing
raised several issues. | was pleased that the debalew South Wales legal practitioners. Foreign
was adjourned because | wanted to examine thawyers will be allowed to go into partnership with
issues he raised. Having done that, | suggest thgt be employed by New South Wales legal
those issues were resolved by 1996 amendments p@actitioners. If they are practising in partnership
the Protected Disclosures Act. with or as an employee of a domestic lawyer or a
firm of domestic lawyers they will also be required
The Police Legislaton Amendment Actto make contributions to the Fidelity Fund and will
amended the Protected Disclosures Act to includee required to obtain professional indemnity
the Police Integrity Commission and the PICinsurance. This legislation has been some time in the
Inspector in the definition of an “investigating making. Indeed, the Standing Committee of
authority”, and in the definition of an "investigation Attorneys-General spent a fair amount of time
Act" in section 4; to insert a new section 12A whichexamining the issues relating to the practice of
protects disclosures made by a public official to thdoreign law in Australia. | understand that the
PIC or the PIC Inspector that are made inprocess was instigated by Sir Laurence Street.
accordance with the PIC Act and that show corrupt
conduct, maladministration or serious and substantial It is noteworthy that the Law Council of
waste of public money by a police officer; and toAustralia has expressed the view that the enactment
insert new sections 13(4A) and 13(4B) which protecof such legislation will enhance the
disclosures made by a public official to theinternationalisation of Australia's legal market. It is
Independent Commission Against Corruption thasignificant that the legislation has the support of the
shows or tends to show that the PIC Inspector or ahaw Society, the Bar Association, major law firms
officer of the Inspector has engaged in corrupgnd the International Legal Services Advisory
conduct, maladministration or serious and substanti§ouncil, which was established to advise the
waste of public money. Undoubtedly, thoseCommonwealth Attorney-General on Australia's
comments will allay the fears of the honourableinternational performance in the field of legal

member for Eastwood. services. As the Standing Committee of Attorneys-
General supports this legislation, the Opposition will
Motion agreed to. not be opposing it.
Bill read a second time and passed through With the internationalisation of legal and

remaining stages. business practice, and with the aspirations of
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Australia and the city of Sydney in particular to beissue. The Law Society and the Bar Association will
the regional financial headquarters for this part oheed to do a lot of work to make testing work. The
the world, it is important to recognise foreign legalbill will allow people to work in this jurisdiction
qualifications and to allow greater meshing of Newadvising local people on the laws of the United
South Wales legal practitioners and foreignStates of America. Regrettably, there have been
practitioners. However, the Opposition has onesome appalling examples recently of totally
reservation about the bill. 1 do not say that with aincompetent advice being given not necessarily by
view to opposing the legislation but merely to placdawyers but by bankers to people who took out
it on the record. The reservation relates to the LavBwiss loans, for example. Many people in country
Society and the Bar Association having aNew South Wales who took out Swiss loans have
mechanism to test foreign lawyers to ensure thaince gone bankrupt. These are exceptionally serious
they are providing a professional standard of servicenatters.
| have some concerns about that. | am swayed by
the weight of support for this proposal by the One can imagine that banking advice quickly
Standing Committee of Attorneys-General inleads to legal advice. For example, when one takes
particular. However, a close watch will need to beout a Swiss loan a contract with international
kept on quality control. implications is drawn up. The most likely scenario
under this legislation is that an expert qualified in
Many members of the Law Society and theSwiss law would give advice to local Australians,
Bar Association are competent in other jurisdictiongperhaps, to a bank. Banks market a product on the
and have wide-ranging legal qualifications that ardasis of that advice. If the advice were wrong or
recognised in America in States such as New Yorkncompetent, the consequences could be extremely
and on the west coast, in London and in non-Englisgrave. On the other hand, it could advantage the
speaking jurisdictions. It is important that localconsumers. Perhaps if competent Swiss legal advice
regulatory associations be able to test thevere available locally mistakes would not be made
competency of foreign lawyers who want to providein relation to loans.
services in New South Wales. One way of doing
that would be for the Law Society and the Bar Alternatively, better advice may be received.
Association simply to accept that foreign lawyersFor example, a person operating locally with
have a foreign qualification. It could be argued thaknowledge of Swiss law could say, "If you put that
the Law Society and the Bar Association shouldtlause in your standard contract, you will get around
accept at face value certificates produced by foreigthis problem of a change in the exchange rate." It
lawyers to prove who they are and their admittanceuts both ways. The bottom line is that this bill
to the New York Bar, for example, when thoseensures that people are competent to do the work.
foreign lawyers simply want to give advice onThe legislation offers many positive aspects, but the
American or New York laws to people in this Law Society and the Bar Association will have a big
jurisdiction. job implementing it. They cannot afford to sit back
and accept paper qualifications.
In practical terms—this is regrettable, and
unfortunately the law reports and theaw Society A program of testing international competency
Journal are full of these stories—some members ofmust be established to protect domestic consumers
the legal profession have the pieces of paper bum this country, potentially our constituents. People
they are not competent or, if they are competenpn the land may consider foreign loans and use
they have not maintained their skills or for someforeign legal products. The Opposition did not
reason they are on the wrong side of the law iroppose the bill in the upper House and does not in
relation to their profession. So a piece of paper ishis House. The coalition hopes the bill will ensure
not the beginning and the end of it. Continuingthat we are better meshed with the international
education is an issue. How do the Law Society antegal system, and that the net public benefit is
the Bar Association in this jurisdiction know competent international legal advice available for
whether a person who presents a certificate from thinose who want it and seek it.
New York Bar is continuing with education relating
to his area of speciality? It may be possible to Mr KINROSS (Gordon) [12.42 p.m.]: |
provide for ongoing accreditation. support the Legal Profession Amendment (Practice
of Foreign Law) Bill, subject to the same
| would be happy to assume that a member ofeservations raised by the shadow minister. The
the New York Bar was competent, but | would beprotection of consumers is always at the forefront
concerned about the competency of lawyers in somghen people practise a profession or skill that may
other jurisdictions around the world. So testing is amot be subject to financial controls or credential
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requirements. A good example of that was whewyears lawyers who have practised in New South
conveyancing law was deregulated for the benefit oVales have had to have indemnity insurance and
the public. If no level of indemnity insurance or certain restrictions were imposed on the operation
protection is put in place, the consequences will band control of trust accounts.
dire for the public because they will have no
recourse. | see an analogy with foreign lawyers Whilst | have not had the opportunity to
providing a professional standard of service. examine this legislation in detail, controls on trust
accounts should be the same for lawyers practising
Foreign lawyers must hold a practisingin foreign jurisdictions, albeit in New South Wales.
certificate from the Law Society or Bar AssociationThe mantle of responsibility for those who engage
so that if they make any errors of judgment or ardoreign lawyers is one the Government must assume.
negligent in their conduct they are liable to actionThe Law Society says that by making it necessary
both professionally and personally. Clearly, thefor these lawyers to be registered, that responsibility
doctrine of forum conveniens applies and it iscan be carried out. This bill deals specifically with
appropriate that those associations take some intergeople who are lawyers as far as the foreign country
in the competency of the professionals. | agree witis concerned. The bill provides that a foreign lawyer
the comments of the honourable member fomay apply for registration to the Bar Council or
Eastwood about the expertise of the professiondlaw Society—which are referred to as the domestic
body to sit in judgment of those foreign lawyersregistration authorities—and sets out the information
practising in the various jurisdictions. and documents that must be provided with the
application.
Clearly, the professional associations must
come to terms with that problem, as | am sure the The domestic registration authority is not
Minister for Regional Development, and Minister forrequired to carry out any independent investigation
Rural Affairs will in his response to our concernsof its own in deciding whether to grant registration,
and comments. No mechanism is in place to tediut may require the applicant to verify the
whether foreign lawyers provide a professionainformation by statutory declaration or other proof
standard of service because the reasonable manceptable to it, or by provision of evidence from
sitting in judgment, or whoever will sit in judgment the authority that registered the foreign lawyer to
upon those foreign lawyers, do not themselves havaractise law in a place outside Australia. It is a
the necessary expertise to set the quality controtomplex situation by nature because effectively it
That is one area that needs to be addresseadys that if someone is qualified to practise in a
substantially. | shall not traverse the objects of théoreign country, he or she can practise that law,
bill, which are set out in the overview of the first albeit in New South Wales.
print of the bill.
There appears to be no consistency and there
| have knowledge of the legal profession ands probably no answer but to reconcile the
the legislation that regulates it, which came beforgualification of a person who is practising foreign
this House under governments of both persuasionstaw in New South Wales with the qualifications
| am not speaking in a partisan sense. | have littleequired by someone who practises law in New
doubt this legislation will be amended, and | hesitat&outh Wales. That issue has to be dealt with. Put
to guess within the next year when we are irsimply, the other side of the coin is if they are
government, because it will have teething problemgualified to practise in the country in which they are
in its quality control level and with the practising, they should be able to practise in New
accountability mechanisms and indemnity insuranc€outh Wales the law relating to that foreign country.
for those foreign lawyers.
This matter should have been redressed earlier.
Mr MERTON (Baulkham Hills) [12.46 p.m.]: In recent years some practitioners have practised
The Legal Profession Amendment (Practice ofxclusively in other countries. Australians have
Foreign Law) Bill is important legislation. The issueincreased their trade and business interests in other
of foreign lawyers is significant and | congratulatecountries. Overseas practitioners should be able to
the Government on addressing it at this stagepractise law in Australia. People would be able to
Although lawyers may practise in other jurisdictions,get legal advice about the country they are dealing
their responsibilities to the community should bewith without leaving Australia. They would have an
registered. The absence of registration does naidvantage, which would be good for trade.
allow the necessary checks for professional
indemnity insurance and other aspects of the Restrictions on indemnity insurance should
practitioners' practice to be monitored. For manyrevail so far as these foreign lawyers are
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concerned. Anyone who practises law in New South
Wales—whether that law relates to New South
Wales, another State or another country—should be
covered by indemnity insurance. The controls that
relate to New South Wales solicitors' trust accounts
should also relate to the accounts of foreign

solicitors.

| support the principles enunciated by the bill.
It is a step in the right direction. | concede that new
section 48ZAB requires locally registered foreign
lawyers who receive money on behalf of other
persons in the course of practising as foreign
lawyers in New South Wales to maintain trust
accounts, and prevents locally registered foreign
lawyers from practising unless they comply with
fidelity fund requirements imposed by regulations
under new section 78A. That seems to present some
measure of protection for people who deposit funds
in trust accounts of lawyers who are practising
overseas, so they have protection similar to people
who lodge money with locally practising
practitioners. | support the bill.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a second time and passed through
remaining stages.

PARLIAMENTARY ETHICS ADVISER

Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Clough): |
report the receipt of the following message from the
Legislative Council:

Mr SPEAKER

The Legislative Council desires to inform the Legislative
Assembly that it has this day agreed to the following
resolution:

1. That this House directs the President to join with the
Speaker in appointing Mr Ken Robson to the
position of Parliamentary Ethics Adviser.

2. That the position be established by way of a contract
of employment for a term of 12 months, which may
be renewed upon a further resolution being passed by
both Houses.

3. That the position be held part time.

4.  That the function of the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser
be to advise any Member of Parliament, when asked
to do so by that Member, on ethical issues
concerning the exercise of his or her role as a
Member of Parliament (including the use of
entitlements and potential conflicts of interest).

5. That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser is to be

10.

11.

12.

Legislative Council
24 September 1998

LEGAL PROFESSION (PRACTICE OF FOREIGN LAW) BILL

pursuant to the Independent Commission Against
Corruption Act 1988 or otherwise).

That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser's role not
include the giving of legal advice.

That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser be required to
keep records of advice given and the factual
information upon which it is based.

That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser be under a
duty to maintain the confidentiality of information
provided to him in that role and the advice given,
but that the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser may make
advice public if the Member who requested the
advice gives permission for it to be made public.

That this House only call for the production of
records of the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser if the
Member to which the records relate has sought to
rely on the advice of the Parliamentary Ethics
Adviser or has given permission for the records to be
produced to the House.

That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser meet with the
Standing Committee on Parliamentary Privilege and
Ethics annually.

That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser be required to
report to the Parliament prior to the end of his

annual term on the number of ethical matters raised
with him, the number of Members who sought his

advice, the amount of time spent in the course of his
duties and the number of times advice was given.

That the Parliamentary Ethics Adviser may report to
the Parliament from time to time on any problems
arising from the determinations of the Parliamentary
Remuneration Tribunal that have given rise to
requests for ethics advice and proposals to address
these problems.

VRGINIA CHADWICK
President

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Order of Business

Motion by Mr Woods agreed to:

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow the
consideration forthwith of General Business Orders of the Day
(Committee Reports).

COMMITTEE ON THE OFFICE OF THE

OMBUDSMAN AND THE POLICE

INTEGRITY COMMISSION

Report: Second General Meeting with the
Inspector of the Police Integrity Commission

Report: Third General Meeting with the
Commissioner of the Police Integrity Commission

guided in giving this advice by any code of conduct R€port: Seventh General Meeting with the New

or other guidelines adopted by the House (whether

South Wales Ombudsman
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Report: Matters Arising from the 7th The third general meeting with the
General Meeting with the Ombudsman, the 3rd  Commissioner of the Police Integrity Commission
General Meeting with the Commissioner of the  took place on 9 July. That meeting was attended by

Police Integrity Commission, and the 2nd senior managers. The operation of the Police
General Meeting with the PIC Inspector, and Integrity Commission is illustrated in the statistics
Talks with the Heads of Agencies provided to the committee at the meeting. The

commissioner reported that the commission had
Mr GAUDRY (Newcastle) [12.56 p.m.]: | undertaken 29 investigations that involved 28 days
seek leave to deal with the four committee reports iof public hearings and 30 private hearings. Three
globo. | seek the indulgence of the House to speasifficers had been charged as a result of PIC
longer than the allotted 10 minutes, bearing in mindnvestigations. The first report of the commission on
that if | were to speak to each report individually Ithe special branch of the Police Service was tabled.
would be able to speak for 40 minutes. | canTelecommunications intercept powers were
condense my remarks if | deal with the reports indiscussed at some length during the meeting. It had
globo. been of concern to both the commission and the
committee that the PIC lacked the power to conduct
Leave granted. telecommunications intercepts because it had not
been declared as an authorised authority by the
During June and July the Committee on theCommonwealth Government. | am pleased to report
Office of the Ombudsman and the Police Integritythat this position has been rectified and that the PIC
Commission held hearings with the Ombudsman, theow has full powers to intercept
PIC and the Inspector of the PIC. The hearings werelecommunications.
part of the committee's program of oversighting the
Ombudsman and the PIC. Meetings are held with Another topic of interest has been the proposed
the head and senior management of each bodgualitative and strategic audit of the reform process,
During the course of the meetings the committe@ matter that was recently considered by this
asked witnesses questions about the functions amhrliament. It was a recommendation of the Wood
jurisdiction of each body and about current issuesoyal commission that the PIC engage an
relating to their operations. As | have said wherindependent auditor to conduct the audit according
tabling previous general meeting reports, the regulao the blueprint contained in the royal commission's
meetings are an important means by which thénal report. The Commissioner of the Police
committee can gather information to perform itsintegrity Commission noted that the legislation gives
monitoring function. For the most part, the hearingghe commission a statutory-based involvement in the
are held in public but confidential matters arereform process, which it had previously lacked. As a
discussed in camera. The reports tabled by theesult, the commission can be more pro-active in
committee contain the transcripts of the publicelation to reform of the Police Service, and not
hearings, in addition to the answers to questions osimply react to allegations of corruption. The audit
notice. touches on both the PIC and the Ombudsman's
functions, and the committee will examine with
The seventh general meeting with theinterest the process and the results of the audit.
Ombudsman was held on 11 June and 8 July. Due to
the impressive volume of information provided, and The committee also discussed with the
the many issues discussed, two days were requiredmmissioner the new controlled operations
for the hearing. Matters discussed included théegislation and its use by the commission. According
office’'s current workload, access and awarenegs the commissioner, the legislation, which provides
initiatives, recent Ombudsman reports, thdegal protection for officers committing criminal
investigation of police misconduct, protectedoffences for the purpose of an investigation and
disclosures, corrective services, controlledvhich regulates the use of controlled operations, has
operations, the Administrative Decisions Tribunalso far proved to be successful. At the time of the
and recent amendments to schedule 1 of thmeeting the commissioner had received four
Ombudsman Act—that is, conduct excluded fromapplications to undertake controlled operations. On
the Ombudsman's jurisdiction. As wusual, thebehalf of the committee | thank Judge Urquhart, Mr
Ombudsman, Ms Irene Moss, was very co-operativBage, Mr Nattress, Mr Lenihan and Mr Rawson for
in her responses to requests for information from théheir attendance before the committee.
committee. | thank her for that. | also thank the
Deputy Ombudsman, Chris Wheeler, and Assistant = The second general meeting with the inspector
Ombudsmen Greg Andrews and Steve Kinmondyf the PIC took place on 11 June. The committee
each of whom participated at the meeting. took the opportunity of the meeting to discuss with
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the inspector his procedures for investigatingshown that there had been improvement over the
complaints. At the time of the hearing the inspectotime of the inquiry. | note that as a particular issue
had received only nine complaints. So far none ofhat has taken time of the committee and has been
his investigations into the complaints has revealethe subject of discussion with the Ombudsman.
any illegality or impropriety on the part of the PIC.
One matter of concern to the committee that was The committee considered in more detail
discussed at the meeting was the inability of theseveral issues arising from the general meetings and
inspector to access PIC files if they containthe talks with heads of agencies and has prepared a
telecommunication intercept product. As authoritieseparate report on those matters. The report contains
that receive Tl are restricted in whom they carseveral recommendations for legislative amendments
release such information to, the PIC is unable tand further review. In this report the committee
allow the inspector to view TI product it hasdealt with two aspects of the civilian oversight
obtained. This creates potential difficulties in thesystem for police misconduct in which the existing
inspector's functioning. legislation requires amendment. The first aspect in
need of amendment is the current categorisation of
The role of the inspector is to monitor the police complaints. The second aspect relates to the
legality and propriety of the commission's activities.scope of managerial action available to deal with
Without the ability to examine files containing TI police misconduct as provided for under the Police
product the inspector's oversight of the commission'Service Act 1990.
activities may be restricted. The inspector noted the
potential for a problem if the commission sought to On the issue of police complaint categories,
justify its actions in relation to a matter by relyingthe final report of the royal commission
on information it had gathered through TI: therecommended a three-tier system, as distinct from
inspector would be unable to verify this as he ighe existing four-tier system that is based on the
prohibited from viewing the Tl product. recommendations contained in the interim report of
the royal commission. On the basis of evidence from
In relation to the inspector's audit function, itrepresentatives of the Office of the Ombudsman and
was evident that there is an inherent conflicthe Police Service, the committee concluded that the
between the need for the security of confidentialegislative framework for the police complaints
information whilst maintaining records of the use ofsystem, including the class or kind categories of
the inspector's powers. The committee noted in itsomplaints, should be streamlined as much as
discussions that it would find it useful if statistics possible without compromising the functions and
were made available to it relating to the use of theowers of the Police Integrity Commission and the
inspector's powers, if it were possible to provideOffice of the Ombudsman.
these without risking the confidentiality of
information in the PIC's files. | am pleased to advise The report also emphasises the committee's
that the inspector has informed the committee that support for the existing system of class or kind
program is now in place which will collect and agreements between the Ombudsman, the
collate statistics, and the inspector will provide thos&€€ommissioner of Police and the Police Integrity
to the committee at future general meetings. Matter€ommissioner. The agreements specify the types of
arising from the general meetings were collated in @olice complaints that should be dealt with by each
separate report. of those bodies and, in the view of the committee,
permit a flexible classification of complaints with
| shall deal principally with those matters. Onethe potential for further streamlining, demonstrated
issue that has been ongoing in committee meetingbrough the revisions made to the agreements since
with the Ombudsman has been the relationshithe commencement of the Police Legislation
between general managers and councillors. Certainfmendment Act 1996. Consequently, the committee
this has been a cause of concern to the Ombudsmegcommends that the existing system of class or kind
over a period of time. The matter has been discussedjreements that determine the categorisation of
comprehensively in general meetings and in theolice complaints should continue.
committee's inquiry process. The seventh general
report states that the relationship between general The royal commission recommended the
managers and councillors remains a matter oddoption and implementation of a managerial
concern to the office. It states that complaints andomplaints and disciplinary system focusing heavily
other information continue to be received indicatingon the role and responsibilities of local commanders:
that conflict between councillors and generathe employee management system. Dealing with
managers continues to seriously affect a number eohatters on a simple managerial basis formed an
New South Wales local councils. Certainly it wasintegral part of the proposed system. The EMS has
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been piloted in a number of regions within the Recommendation 174 in the final report of the
Police Service and has also been subject tmyal commission proposed the appointment of an
evaluation by the Office of the Ombudsman. Theexternal strategic auditor, upon engagement to the
information available to the committee shows thaPolice Integrity Commission, to conduct a qualitative
amendments are required to the Police Service Aend strategic audit of the reform process, and to
to provide for a range of managerial actionsreport to the PIC, which in turn would report to the
supportive of the employee management approach. Minister and the service. That proposal recently was
given legislative effect through the Police Integrity
The information available to the committee Commission Amendment Act 1998, which provides
shows that amendments are required to the Polider a special audit of the police reform process to be
Service Act to provide for a range of managerialarranged and overseen by the PIC over a three-year
actions supportive of the employee managemeneriod.
approach. The royal commission identified that
amending legislation would be needed to "broaden = The committee recommends that the
the scope of outcomes that could immediately b&©mbudsman should be fully consulted by the Police
imposed, without the need for establishing a criminalntegrity Commission in the development and
or departmental charge". Both the Office of theconduct of the audit process, and that the material
Ombudsman and the New South Wales Policebtained from the office's evaluation of the EMS
Service have flagged this issue with the committeand the conclusions drawn from the evaluation be
as one which needs to be resolved if the employemade available to the auditor engaged by the PIC to
management system is to be implemented on eonduct the external strategic audit of the reform
statewide basis. process. The commission has provided the
committee with specifications for the audit and
The committee considers that the success oahdicated that the specifications may be modified in
the EMS is critical to the reform of the Police light of the results of the audit as it progresses.
Service as envisaged by the royal commission. As a
result, the committee recommends that priority be The PIC has been provided with additional
given to amending the Police Service Act 1990 tdunding of $1.5 million to conduct the strategic audit
provide local area commanders managing policand the committee intends to monitor the progress of
complaints with a wider range of managerial andhe audit as part of its general oversight of the
other actions supportive of the employeecommission's work. It is recommended that the
management approach. The committee regularlpolice Integrity Commission regularly report at
reviews conciliation of police complaints in its general meetings on the conduct of the audit
general meetings with the New South Walegprocess, the progress made towards completing the
Ombudsman. Evidence is taken on conciliatioraudit, and any matters arising from the audit which
statistics, including the failure rates for conciliations have implications for the functions and work of both
complainant feedback, and training. In thethe commission and the Office of the Ombudsman.
committee's opinion, there are continuing problems
with the conciliation of police complaints. Those The PIC has adopted a consultative approach
problems are evidenced by the ongoing conciliatiomegarding the audit and has liaised with the Office of
failure rates, which reached 35 per cent for thehe Ombudsman on the initial process for selecting
period July-November 1997 and have not fallerthe external auditor. The committee supports the
below 24 per cent since 1994-95. office's involvement in this process, given its
expertise and experience in monitoring and
At the moment the Police Service target is 12evaluating the EMS and other aspects of the police
per cent. The categorisation of police complainteomplaints system. In the committee's view such
proposed by the royal commission does not contaiconsultation should be ongoing throughout the audit
the category found in section 132 of the Policeand it is recommended that the material obtained
Service Act 1990, in relation to which conciliation from the office's evaluation of the EMS be made
must be attempted. If amendments were made to tlavailable to the auditor engaged by the commission.
Act along the lines proposed by the royal
commission, the committee is concerned that any | referred earlier to the committee's discussions
legislative proposal to abolish section 132 of thewith the inspector and Police Integrity Commission
Police Service Act 1990 should not be considered isommissioner on telecommunications interception. In
advance of a thorough assessment by thihe view of the committee it is a matter of
Ombudsman of the Police Service's performance importance that every effort should be made to
effectively conciliating complaints. facilitate the enactment of legislation to amend the
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Telecommunications Interception Act 1979, aThe Ombudsman foreshadowed this as a potential
Commonwealth Act, so that the Police Integrityinquiry area for the committee and gave evidence
Commission is able to communicate lawfullythat the Auditor-General claims a practice has
obtained telephone intercept material to thaleveloped in which State agencies have entered into
inspector, in order that he can fulfil his statutorycontracts with other agencies performing work for
functions, and to allow lawfully obtained telephonethem to escape the requirement of the Freedom of
intercept material to be used in proceedings allegintnformation Act.
contempt of the Police Integrity Commission. The
committee intends to continue to put the case for One practice which seems to have developed is
such amendments as much-needed initiatives. the engaging by agencies of private contractors and
subsequent contract with them to hold all
The committee took considerable evidencedocumentation relating to the performance of a
mostly in camera, from the Ombudsman on theservice. As an agency can only be required under
office's new functions in relation to controlled freedom of information legislation to produce those
operations. This area of the office's operations islocuments in its possession, any documents
extremely sensitive and the Ombudsman hasansferred to a contractor would not be subject to
commented publicly that the new role has significanthe provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.
resource implications for the office, especially as ifThe Ombudsman told of one recent occasion when
has been absorbed without additional resources. Tlam agency removed certain documents in its
committee is concerned that the level of oversighpossession to a wholly-owned subsidiary company in
required to perform such a sensitive role willorder to avoid the provisions of the Freedom of
consume significant resources which could bénformation Act.
increasingly felt as greater use of the legislation is
made by the relevant law enforcement agencies. Invoking commercial in confidence clauses is
another problem area identified by the office. At the
The committee fully supports an independentrequest of the committee the Ombudsman has
external accountability mechanism, such as auditingrovided advice on possible amendments to the
by the Office of the Ombudsman, as one of thdreedom of Information Act to overcome the
safeguards for ensuring that the activities permittegroblems identified with contracted services. In view
by the legislation are conducted properly and for thef the seriousness of these allegations, the
strict purposes intended. In the committee's viewommittee resolved to obtain further information
efficient and effective scrutiny of such activities will from the Auditor-General on problems experienced
require additional funding, especially if this role isby his office in relation to public sector agencies
not to be performed to the detriment of the office’'susing contractual arrangements with private
activities in other areas. The committee alsa@ontractors to avoid existing accountability,
commented in the report that the way in which thecomplaint handling and redress mechanisms,
office will perform its statutory audit functions especially freedom of information requirements.
within the legislative framework created by the Act
is a matter for the Ombudsman to determine. The committee also intends to seek further
advice from the Ombudsman on the specific
As part of its general oversight of the office, problems and cases outlined in her evidence at the
the committee intends to monitor this function andseventh general meeting. The wider issue of
recommends that each law enforcement agen@ccountability and contracting out of government
involved in conducting controlled operations provideservices has been examined in recent reports by the
information as to how it facilitates the Ombudsman'Administrative Review Council and the Senate
exercise of her monitoring role under the Act. TheCommittee on Public Finance and Administration.
committee further recommends that the Ombudsmahhe findings of these two bodies are particularly
advise it of any recommendations made followingelevant to the evidence given by the Ombudsman
audit inspections which are not implemented and thand endorse the need for effective scrutiny of
reasons given by the agency concerned for not doingpntracted services.
so.
Once the committee has gathered more
The office's new functions in relation to the evidence on this particular issue it will assess
knife powers legislation will be reviewed as part ofwhether an inquiry is necessary with respect to the
proceedings for the eighth general meeting with theise of contract provisions by public sector agencies
Ombudsman. Another issue highlighted in the repongaging private contractors to avoid the
relates to the freedom of information implications ofrequirements of the Freedom of Information Act
contracting out of services by public sector agencied.989; investigation by the Ombudsman and other
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accountability measures; whether the Ombudsmarévidence taken during the non-sitting break, were,
jurisdiction should be extended to include théefirstly, resources that led in one case to media
conduct of a private contractor engaged by a publiattention about stress leave for employees; secondly,
sector agency and using public moneys to provideo-operation with intergovernmental agencies; and,
services, goods or other things on behalf of thathirdly, leadership in the field of protected
agency; the adequacy of arrangements for complaidisclosures and police reconciliation. | refer to the
handling and redress in relation to serviceseport on the second general meeting with the
contracted out by public sector agencies; possiblespector of the Police Integrity Commission. This
legislative amendments to overcome the problemseeting was held on 11 June and a great deal of
experienced by the Ombudsman in relation t@womment was made about resources. At that time |
private contracts; and any other matter considered tgsked the inspector whether he had a sufficient level
the committee to be relevant to the inquiry. of support. He seemed to be satisfied at that stage
and indicated that whilst he still regarded his work
The committee also intends to assess thexclusively in this field as taking 7% days on
Legislative Council amendments to the Freedom ofiverage per month, and had increased by the time of
Information Act 1989 that have been suggested bgur meeting to 10% days, it nevertheless was a
the Ombudsman and, if they are supported, will takeemanding position.
up the proposals with the Premier as the Minister
responsible for administering that Act. The | interpose to say that | hope that the ethics
committee's meeting program during the past threadviser to members of Parliament will not sit that
months has been very busy and | thank the membensany days to advise on potential conflicts or
of the committee and the witnesses for participatingroblems of members of Parliament, let alone
in the hearings. The output of reports in this periodransgressions. The report sets out in detail some of
indicates the amount of work undertaken by théhe matters. At page 26 | indicated that | had a
committee, which has the support of the secretariatoncern at that time about the special branch files.
The reports deal with issues of particular importanc&ubsequent to the meeting on 11 June it was very
for police oversight and public sector accountabilityclear that there was a special report on that issue.
in New South Wales. | hope all members of theThe committee serves a useful purpose in the
House have as much enjoyment reading the reportgneral protection of the public and also in relation
as the committee had in preparing them. | thank thto this sensitive issue flowing from the police royal
secretariat for its work and | thank the House for itscommission and telephone interception.
patience and forbearance in allowing me to deal
with these reports in globo. In relation to the third general meeting with
the Commissioner of the Police Integrity
Mr KINROSS (Gordon) [1.20 p.m]: | seek Commission, | praise the work and general approach
leave to speak to the reports for a period of 1®f Commissioner Urquhart, who, with the support of

minutes. the various people mentioned in the appendix to the
report, have done excellent work. However, they
Leave granted. were criticised, one may recall, in recent times for

their failure to produce scalps. Sometimes the
| shall deal first with the work of the committee. | public, and especially the media, are searching for a
wish the media would take note of some of the workew scalps, as indeed were members of the
done by backbenchers between sittings of th®pposition at that time. The former member for
Parliament. The work of this committee is but oneSouth Coast, John Hatton, called for a number of
example of the work that often takes place behindcalps. That has certainly been done subsequently.
closed doors and sometimes with littleBut the nature of the commission’s job is such that
acknowledgement. However, as the chairman stateid,must, as most investigative agencies do, follow the
that committee, on which | am the Oppositionprocess and letter of the law to make sure that it
representative, has held regular meetings with produces the outcome that it sets out to achieve.
number of intergovernmental agencies, the principal
ones being the New South Wales Ombudsman, the  The Police Integrity Commission has done
Commissioner of the Police Integrity Commissionthat. Honourable members would need to refer only
and the Police Integrity Commission Inspectorto the report of the third general meeting with the
These are important bodies which overview citizengtommissioner to read that material. The report on
rights and protection of the public. the seventh general meeting with the New South

Wales Ombudsman, in which | was quoted liberally

The major issues in relation to all four reports,throughout its hundreds of pages, was the

which | address in globo and which came out of theeulmination of a number of matters. The committee
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inquired into complaints involving police, protectedinvestigate. Whistleblowers create an audit trail of
disclosures, corrective services and an amendment pooblems that may escape detection by an agency.
schedule 1 of the Ombudsman's Act, and newhey should be applauded for their actions.
legislation. | am pleased that the amendment t@Whistleblowers do not score many points for their
section 20 of the Protected Disclosures Act referredctivities. Indeed, overseas studies have described
to on page 17 of that report under item 4.1(2) washe devastating effects on their families because of
passed in this House this morning. their activities. That aspect was dealt with in the
seventh general meeting.
That is good, but it has been a long time
coming. As members of the committee know, | have A range of issues, including council
been concerned about the failure of thanvolvement, is still a matter of concern. | know, as
intergovernmental agencies committee, on which Mwould the Minister for Local Government, of the
Wheeler represents the Ombudsman, to bring befodifficulties that the general manager of my local
the review the concerns of bodies such asouncil, Rhonda Bignell, had with Maitland City
Whistleblowers Australia and the rights of victims of Council. Report No. 5 arose from matters that were
whistleblowers, including detrimental action whichdealt with in the general meeting. Some outstanding
the Protected Disclosures Amendment (Police) Billssues will be dealt with, including the introduction
goes some way towards addressing. It is importardf potential new legislation, in further inquiries. |
in a situation like that to have the onus of proofhope that the good work of the committee, which is
reversed. | am pleased that that case has begenerally undertaken in a bipartisan way, will be
referred to in the report and, prompted by the worlappreciated by the public.
of the committee, the Government has seen fit to
enact legislation to deal with that issue. Mr E. T. PAGE (Coogee—Minister for Local
Government) [1.30 p.m.]: | seek the leave of the
In addition, as the report states, the committeélouse to speak for 10 minutes.
will undertake a second review of the Protected
Disclosures Act. That is important. The committee Leave granted.
has not yet decided when that review and hearings
will take place. The end of the mandatory two-year | am pleased to have the opportunity to
period for the review is approaching. | look forwardcomment on these reports. | will concentrate on the
to being involved in that process. As | said tomatter of general manager positions in local
committee members at one hearing, | was the onlgouncils, which was referred to by the chairman of
member, before the honourable member for Blighhe committee and by the honourable member for
retired from the committee, to have served on théiverpool. Over a period of some vyears the
legislation on the original whistleblowers bill, which Ombudsman has expressed an ongoing concern
was renamed the Protected Disclosures Bill, wheabout what is in her opinion an inordinately high
the coalition was in government in 1993. level of breakdown in relations between general
managers and mayors and/or councillors. The
It is important legislation and as | said in my Ombudsman's 1995-96 annual report expressed
overview it involves leadership. It is important thatincreasing alarm at the number of general managers
whistleblowers who detect errors in management andho have been dismissed or have resigned in
who serve in a government agency or bureaucragyontroversial circumstances since the commencement
are adequately protected and are not subject wf the Local Government Act 1993. The report
reprisal actions, including those which the chairmarstated that fundamental to this problem was the
said could be subject to a review if the committeanequality of power between mayors, councillors and
outsources activities to the private sector. general managers. Similar observations were
revealed in the Ombudsman's 1996-97 annual report.
In December last year | attended the
Whistleblowers Australia seminar in a personal Figures from an Institute of Municipal
capacity, although | was acknowledged as a membé&fanagement survey, which were quoted by the
of the Committee on the Office of the OmbudsmarOmbudsman, show that over a five-year period 83
and the Police Integrity Commission. At the seminageneral managers have left 177 councils. | dispute
| made the point, as | do now, that governmenthe Ombudsman's interpretation of those figures.
agencies ought to congratulate whistleblowers oifhey should be analysed in a proper, scientific
their activities. Except in situations aggravated bynanner. Because | have a strong Christian
malice, whistleblowers uncover problems that wouldackground, | will not be cynical and suggest that
cost an agency, if it commissioned a managemefier interpretation is a misrepresentation. As a result
consultant, thousands if not millions of dollars toof the Ombudsman's incorrect conclusions, there has
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been a great deal of media interest and generbknefit of their experience to larger councils. Ten
comment on the number of general managers whasigned to take up employment in the public
leave their positions. It has been suggested that tlsector—again not an unusual occurrence. Ten
number reflects a crisis and a major problem in locatesigned to take up employment in the private
government administration. As | will demonstrate,sector—which is their right—taking their local
those comments are completely unfounded. government experience with them. Two resigned and
went to another employer. We do not know why that
To ascertain the nature and extent of anyccurred.
problems that may exist in the relationship between
general managers and their councils, it is important In nine cases—and this figure will increase in
to appreciate that prior to the 1993 Localthe future—the contract expired and another person
Government Act the chief administrative officer of awas appointed to the position. The system is
council was the town clerk or shire clerk. Thatdesigned to give councils the opportunity to change
officer required special qualifications undertack on the position of general manager. The Act
ordinance 4, had security of tenure, and also hadame into effect five years ago, and the maximum
restricted power. With the introduction of the 1993period of the contracts is five years. More contracts
Act came contract employment for generalwill be expiring soon and | assume many current
managers. Under such employment it is reasonabigeneral managers will not be reappointed for various
to assume that when a contract ends there is threasons. A decision not to reappoint is the council's
possibility of a new appointee. One would logicallyprerogative. It cannot be said that is a crisis. Out of
expect a higher turnover under the new systenthe 77 cases, 13 contracts were terminated or paid
Special entry requirements were abolished and aut. Over three years, out of 177 councils one could
revised role and powers were conferred on theay potential problems existed in 13 cases. That is
general manager to control the day-to-dayfar less than the number of problems that occur with
management of council operations. chief executive officer positions in the State public
service and, | would say, less than the incidence of
Increased turnover was anticipated, particularlyproblems that occur at managerial level in any other
in the early stages. That view was supported byndustry.
experiences overseas where radical change had been
introduced. The Department of Local Government Given the removal of the constraining
has collected figures that detail in global terms thénfluence of the Clerk's Certificate and with a
turnover of general managers from 1 May 1995 ta@hange from permanent tenure to open merit-based
31 August 1998, a period of three years and foucontract systems, there will be much more change at
months. In that period 77 general managers left ththe senior level. In New Zealand local government
employment of councils. | point out there is achief executive officers are also governed by
problem when talking about global figures. Onecontracts for a period of five years. An Audit Office
cannot pick a figure of 77 and say that represents @view reported that 36 of the 86 chief executive
homogenous group. Of those 77 general managerdficers in regional and territorial local authorities
one died. | have been thinking how | can stop @ad been replaced in the period 1989 to 1994, and
general manager from dying! It would probably beseven councils had changed their chief executives
detrimental, but | am working on it! Four generalmore than once. Queensland figures show a similar
managers retired because of ill health; one of thenttend. When the Act came into effect in Queensland
whom | know, contracted multiple sclerosis. Afterthere was no spill of positions, as occurred in New
having performed the job for some time confined tocSouth Wales, and one would expect a lesser turnover
a wheelchair, that general manager finally had tehere. But what happened in Queensland and New
leave. Those four cases were somewhat unusual. Zealand is no different from what has happened in
New South Wales.
After | solve the problem about general
managers dying on the job | will look at what | can So | believe that the problems repeatedly
do about preventing general managers from gettingaised by the Ombudsman about the relationship
sick and having to leave their positions. Twelvebetween councils and their general managers have
general managers retired. That figure does not caubeen exaggerated, and that is to the detriment of
any great surprise; retirement is not unusual in ¢hose who work in the positions and in the industry.
work environment. As time passes everyone retireln fact, only a relatively small number of managers
in some sense. This is a career industry, and 16 @f general purpose councils have had their services
the 77 general managers moved on to other councilerminated. | refer these comments to the
| would encourage such a move. Having gainedhairperson of the committee and to the committee
experience with smaller councils, many take thaétself so that they can raise this issue again with the
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Ombudsman and ensure that the figures are analyspdlice use of these powers, and she may require the
in a rational, scientific manner. police to provide information about them.

Perhaps then statements about what is After the 12 months the Ombudsman will
happening in the industry will be based on fact, noprovide a report on this scrutiny to the Minister of
fiction, and will represent what is really happening;Police  and the Commissioner of Police.
rather than sending waves of alarm through théppropriately, extra funding has been provided to
industry and through the media, where the thought ismploy persons to perform this task. The committee
that somehow there is a major problem with thewishes, in my view correctly, to pursue this matter
administration of councils. Nothing is further from further with the Ombudsman. The extraordinary
the truth. | therefore ask the chair of the committegpowers granted to the police mean that there is very
to speak about this in a positive manner with thereat responsibility on the Ombudsman to carry out
Ombudsman so that she might stop thigshe monitoring role and accordingly there is a
misinterpretation and misuse of figures in the publicserious responsibility on the committee to ensure
arena, which is to the detriment of the localthat it is satisfied that the role could be carried out.
government industry.

The other jurisdictional aspect that | wish to

Mr LYNCH (Liverpool) [1.40 p.m.]: | should raise is the Ombudsman's role in auditing control
like to refer briefly to a number of the issues raisedperations pursuant to the Law Enforcement Control
in these reports. Given what the Minister has jusOperations Act 1992. That legislation allows
said, some of the comments | was going to maketherwise illegal behaviour to be carried out for the
about general managers and local councils are raurposes of law enforcement. The dangers in this
longer necessary. However, | would add myare quite obvious. One of the ways of limiting
skepticism about the view of the Ombudsman angotential dangers is for the Ombudsman to have a
her office that there is a major problem betweenmonitoring role. This is still quite recent legislation,
general managers and councils. The one point ut thus far the Ombudsman has been able to
would add to the comments of the Minister is that atdentify record-keeping deficiencies that have led to
pages 71 and 72 of the report on the seventh genemlrevision of procedures. It would of course not be
meeting, the Deputy Ombudsman, Mr Chrissurprising if at some stage in the future some or one
Wheeler, is quoted as having said: of the agencies being audited might object to the

role and may well cloak an objection on the basis of
Our view is that there is still not enough objective evidencethe security of information, but it seems to me that
available about exactly the scope of the prable. . that would simply be a consequence of the
inevitable tension felt by an audited body against the
The problem is the relationship between generajuditor.
managers and councils. Mr Wheeler concedes that
there is not enough objective data to really pursue Any suggestion that the Ombudsman's Office
the argument further. | find that to be a welcomes not secure enough for that purpose is, of course,
concession. | must say | am a little curious how inaughable and it would seem to me that it is
the absence of what Mr Wheeler regards aappropriate to make these points now because, as |
objective information he can assert that thergay, it is inevitable that as time goes by some of the
actually is a problem. | look forward to participatinglaw enforcement agencies will complain about the
further in any future debate on this matter. Ombudsman auditing their operations. That should
be seen not as a legitimate complaint but as the

The other substantive issue | raise is thenatural, but still to be resisted, complaint of a body
increasing jurisdiction of the Ombudsman. Thethat does not like being audited.

Crimes Legislation (Police and Public Safety) Act

1998 amended the Summary Offences Act 1998 and  Finally, | would like to comment briefly on the
the Crimes Act to give police, on any view of it, Police Integrity Commission Inspector. That is a
substantially broader powers. That legislation isinique position in New South Wales legislation,
generally known as the "knife legislation". Thatthough not in other States. Neither the Independent
raises quite considerable civil liberties issues. One d@ommission Against Corruption nor the
the ways in which it has been attempted to resolv®mbudsman has a comparable officer oversighting
those issues is to provide a monitoring role in regarthem. The inspector provides an extra level of
to the operation of the new legislation. In my viewoversight accountability for the Police Integrity
that monitoring role is crucial if there is to be wide Commission; and a similar position could provide
public confidence in the new legislation. For the firstthat accountability for the Ombudsman and the
twelve months the Ombudsman is to scrutinise theCAC. The inspector has the potential to allow the
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parliamentary oversight committee to morerepair system pilot. The committee believes that the
effectively fulfil its functions. To a large extent that lack of consultation between big businesses and
potential has not yet been realised, but this is stibmall businesses, shown so clearly in the NRMA's
very early days. It seems to me that one of théntroduction of the quality repair system, is
challenges both for the parliamentary jointsystematic of the commercial relationship big
committee and for the inspector is to fruitfully business has with small business.
explore that potential.

Since the implementation of the quality repair

Reports noted. system—QRS—pilot the NRMA has recognised a
number of problems with the pilot's operation. In an

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE UPON effort to resolve these problems the NRMA has,
SMALL BUSINESS somewhat belatedly, moved to improve the level of

consultation with the repair industry for the

Report: The lllawarra Experiment—Report on establishment of consultative committees with the
the NRMA's Quality Repair System Motor Traders Association and the lllawarra

Progressive Repairers Association. As a result of
Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [1.46 p.m.]; It gives this consultation the NRMA has improved on the
me great pleasure to present to the House the firstope, accuracy and range of specialisation codes
report of the Joint Standing Committee on Smalbnd has clarified the processes involved in tendering
Business. entitled "The lllawarra Experiment—for work. While these changes are to be
Report on the NRMA's Quality Repair System". Thecommended, the committee believes that they should
interest of the committee in the NRMA's quality have been implemented prior to the commencement
repair service was aroused by the vehemerdf the QRS pilot. As it stands, the industry
opposition that the introduction of the pilot schemeopposition to the QRS remains, and any plans to
received from smash repairers and tow truckntroduce a scheme to the rest of metropolitan New
operators throughout New South Wales. These smalouth Wales have been put on hold.
business operators view the implementation of the
scheme as an infringement on their right to operate  This report recommends that the Parliament
their business as they see fit. The NRMA pilot wasendorse guidelines for the introduction of the new
an attempt to contain spiralling insurance premiunpolicy initiatives which affect the operations of
costs, improve the level of customer service, andmall business. The guidelines encourage
improve the quality of repairs. consultation, the use of pilot programs for a set
duration and the establishment of criteria that is
The NRMA hoped to achieve these objectivegransparent and open to discussion with interest
by introducing a system whereby smashed vehiclegroups. From the perspective of government, the
are taken to a centralised repair distribution centreommittee has recommended that Government
and smash repairers tender for work. The NRMAministers and agencies mediate between small
would then select a repairer based on the repairetaisiness and big business interests where market
quality rating, the repairer's specialty codes and power has been exercised to the detriment of the
combination of cost and time. From the perspectivemall business sector. Perhaps the most important
of the NRMA, the quality repair system is anrecommendation for small businesses involved in the
efficient and effective way of processing smastscheme concerns the future of the scheme. With the
repairs. However, the tendering process raised tH#awarra smash repair and tow truck operators in
ire of the majority of smash repairers in New Souttmind, the committee recommends that the NRMA
Wales. They believe that the scheme would haveake a final decision on the future of the pilot as
had an adverse effect on the operation of theisoon as possible. Having operated for in excess of
businesses. This included a loss of control over th&5 months, the NRMA should be able to make an
direction of their business and an inability to retaineducated decision on the success of the QRS pilot.
any established goodwill.
A decision on the future of the scheme would
In the course of the inquiry the committee heldallow smash repairers and tow truck operators to
briefings with representatives of the NRMA, theresume trading in an environment of relative
Motor Traders Association, the Tow Truck Industrycertainty. The report has shown that people in the
Council, the lllawarra Progressive Smash Repairersmall business sector have the power to successfully
Association and a number of private smash repatampaign against big business practices which have
operators. The main finding of the briefings was thathe potential to adversely affect their business
the NRMA had not undertaken sufficient operations. | believe that the recommendations of the
consultation prior to the introduction of the quality committee will bear fruit and potentially change the
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power relationship which exists between bigAll NRMA policyholders would hope that their
business and small business. Finally, | place omsurance premiums could be contained, that in the
record my appreciation of the efforts of committeeevent of an accident a superior level of service could
director George Capax, research officers Chribe provided, and that when they receive their vehicle
Denned and Susan Want, and the consultant to thmck they have an NRMA-guaranteed repair. The
committee, Mr Emanuel Clan. NRMA quality repair system produced an average 5
per cent rebate for all comprehensive car insurance
Mr SCHIPP (Wagga Wagga) [1.50 p.m.]: As premiums in the lllawarra. What policyholder could
a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Sma#isk for more?
Business and a member of the subcommittee that
inquired into the NRMA quality repair scheme | join The scheme has the potential to work in the
with the honourable member for Fairfield in metropolitan areas of New South Wales and it is
welcoming the report. In so doing | congratulate thainfortunate that the inquiry into the NRMA's quality
committee, and the subcommittee members, on theiepair system has highlighted a number of
constructive approach to the inquiry. This is the firstdeficiencies in the implementation phase of the pilot
report of the Joint Standing Committee on Smalscheme. The most glaring of these deficiencies was
Business, and | believe that it will be seen as dhe lack of adequate consultation. In view of the
successful blueprint for future committee inquiries. impact that the quality repair system pilot would
have on the smash repair industry in the lllawarra,
The inquiry highlights the fact that there extensive consultation should have been a high
appears to be ingrained ignorance concerning thariority. | am pleased to note that since the
effect that big business strategies and policies camplementation of the pilot scheme the NRMA has
have on the operations of small business people tieeded the advice of critics and approached the
New South Wales. This situation must be addressetotor Traders Association and the lllawarra
| suggest that there would be broad support for th@rogressive Smash Repairers Association for further
proposition that the major employment sector irconsultation. As a result of the consultation the
New South Wales, the small business sector, shoudRMA has made a number of progressive changes
be provided with the impetus to challenge thewhich have contributed to the enhanced operation of
economic monoliths of the big business sector. Thithe quality repair system.
report details the successful outcome of the smash
repair and tow truck industries in campaigning The changes have provided an improved
against the way in which the NRMA's quality repairtendering process, clearer recognition of specialist
system was introduced. It provides encouragememfguipment requirements, improved flexibility for
for all small businesses which feel oppressed by bigolicyholders, and a more transparent system. In the
business strategies. course of the inquiry the NRMA showed that it was
willing to listen to the small business sector. To its
The findings of the report are clear: smallcredit, it has taken on board criticism of the quality
voices if united can make an impact. Therepair system pilot and attempted to resolve areas of
development of the concept which became theoncern. The NRMA's implementation of the
quality repair system was the result of continuatompetitive partnering pilot scheme on Sydney's
increases in car insurance premiums. It wasorthern beaches shows that it has learned from the
ascertained by NRMA management that continuedhistakes of the quality repair system pilot. There
increases in the cost of premiums would impachas been greater consultation with policyholders and
upon the number of customers electing to havemash repairers alike. As a result, 51 out of 80
comprehensive insurance. NRMA literature detailsmash repairers in the pilot area are involved, and
that of every dollar generated in premiums 93¢ isnany more are clamouring to become a partner
paid out in claims costs. The higher the percentagespairer.
of claims outgoings to premiums received, the
higher the cost of insurance will become for the It is hypothetical but it could be suggested that
people of New South Wales. without the combined voices of concern arising from
smash repairers and tow truck operators in the
| join with the majority of New South Wales lllawarra the competitive partnering pilot may not
people in saying that insurance premiums have bedrave eventuated. The committee has recognised the
escalating out of control for some time and thaimportance of consultation between the small
something must be done to contain the costs. Theusiness and big business sectors in the
NRMA should be congratulated on its attempts taecommendation that guidelines be established. |
contain premium costs. The basic concept behind tteress that the report does not prescribe regulatory
introduction of the quality repair system is soundapproaches. Finally, | thank all those who
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participated in the production of the report—the The guidelines would include, among other
committee secretariat, NRMA officers, the Motorthings, establishing prior consultation with
Traders Association, the Tow Truck Industrystakeholders and the utilisation of pilot programs

Council and individual smash repairersTirhe Wwith timely announcements, introduction schedules

expired] and pilot duration. This leads me to one of the most
important findings of the inquiry: the negative

Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [1.55 p.m.]: | impact the NRMA's quality repair system continues

am pleased to speak to the first report of the Joirf® have on smash repairers in the lllawarra and the
Standing Committee on Small Business. The SmaH|r_1certa|nty c_>f the |ndu§try while the pilot continues.
business sector is a unique entity in the Australiarpnce the pilot began in February 1997 the NRMA

economy. Over 3% million people are employed i as recognised the problems with the

more than one million small businesses in Australi |_mplementat|on and operation of the quality repair

A recent Australian Bureau of Statistics reportSyStem and has made a number of changes in order

shows that small businesses have increased tlﬂ resolve some of the problems outlined by smash

. repairers. But the pilot continues. A pilot program
number by almost 60 per c_ent since 19.84' and thvevith no termination date, a pilot which is now in its
ngmber of people working in ;mall businesses haﬁfteenth month, is barely a pilot. The committee
tcrl:mbed by 50 pertﬁent. ;5%%(;8 New Hsogth.wale%rges the NRMA to make its final decision and to

ere ~are -more than ’ sma USINESSER 1t an end to the uncertainty for small business
accounting for 47 per cent of the non-agrlculturaOperators in the lllawarra

private sector employment. The range of skKills,
experience and background of small business  The committee believes that guidelines for the
operators Is Immense. utilisation of pilot programs would minimise
uncertainty for small business in the future. Another
The small businesses affected by the NRMA'sssue | raise today is the success of lllawarra smash
quality repair system, the subject of this inquiry, inrepairers and tow truck drivers in their challenge
the main were smash repairers and tow truclagainst NRMA repair policies. The success of the
operators. There are 12,000 people working itampaign was based on a number of factors: the
nearly 2,500 smash repair businesses across Nearly identification of the threat the pilot posed to
South Wales, and 59 per cent of smash repatheir businesses, strong articulation of the industry's
businesses employ fewer than five people. These apgposition, and support by a majority of smash
truly small businesses. The statistics tell the successpairers in the lllawarra. The Motor Traders
story of small businesses. However, we have aMssociation led the industry's opposition to the
heard the other statistics, that approximately 65 pd¥RMA pilot, organising rallies which received
cent of all small businesses fail within the first five significant press coverage. There were marches
years. Many reasons are cited for small busineéiown George Street and protests outside Parliament
failure: management inexperience, inflation andiouse. Public protest, consultation and lobbying led
economic conditions, poor bookkeeping and record$? @ call for the committee to investigate, and

staffing problems, and inadequate sales andltimately to the NRMA recognising the problems in
marketing techniques. the implementation of the scheme and its operation.

In the face of this public opposition the

.The cqmmlttee cc_)nducted the inquiry into theNRMA put on hold its plans for the extension of the
quality repair system pilot to ensure that the schemgCheme beyond Wollongong and introduced

did not add to the list of reasons for small busmesgdjustments to resolve some of the problems. The
fallure. The. Parllamgnt .must keep under FEVIEW ommittee believes that small business associations
implementation of initiatives such as the NRMAgpq 14 pild on the success of the smash repair
pilot in order to minimise this pOSS|b|I|ty._The industry’s campaign and encourages them to use
committee offers a number of recommendations WQjmijar strategies when faced with big business

assist small businesses in their future mteractloBO”Cy changes. The inquiry has given the committee

with big businesses. One of the recommendations i, insight into problems faced by small business and
that the Government has a role in mediating whergp insight into the ways the Government can assist
there appears to be any controversy surrounding thgem. The recommendations in the report will go

exercise of unequal market power to the detrimen§ome of the way towards providing that assistance. |
of the small business sector. It also recommends thapngratulate the committee secretariat on its

the Parliament endorse guidelines for thesssistance in preparation of the report. | commend
introduction of projects which significantly affect the the report to the House.

viability of a large number of small businesses and a

local industry as a whole. Report noted.
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Report: Security of Payment in the New South Security of payment for subcontractors has
Wales Building Industry been a running sore in the building industry for
several decades. The model outlined in our
Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [2.00 p.m.]: This discussion paper is a genuine attempt to address the
discussion paper was tabled in the Legislativenajor areas of concern. This model does not seek to
Assembly in accordance with sessional orders on lifiterfere in the contractual relationships between the
August 1998. It represented the distillation ofparties until there is some dispute that could delay
reforms recommended to the committee during @ayment. The model then provides a mechanism for
consultation process that spanned nine months. Th®th parties to resolve the dispute promptly and
committee met with representatives from the fulleconomically while any moneys in dispute are held
spectrum of industry associations and consulted witm a trust fund. This model and the feedback that the
representatives from State and Federal governmeobmmittee receives from stakeholders in the industry
agencies. This discussion paper canvasses reformfll form the basis of a reform package that
that draw upon the recent reports developed andopefully will create a level playing field so that
published in the United Kingdom and Queenslandsubcontractors can negotiate on equal terms with big
However, it suggests a much more comprehensiVieusinesses.
package than either of those reports. The committee
was expecting, and in fact received in subsequent  The committee believed that many problems of
submissions from the public, an endorsement of theon-payment originated with the use of verbal
thrust of the reforms, and will issue its final reportagreements rather than written contracts. If large
in the very near future. companies decide to delay payment for whatever
reason, small contractors are left high and dry
Key features of the committee's discussiorwearing the cost. Their only option is to pursue
model include: creation of a building registrationpayment through the courts, where it would come
and licensing authority; registration of all entitiesdown to one person's word against that of another.
that enter into contracts with subcontractors; amMore often than not, court action costs more than it
industry code of conduct backed by a series ois worth, so subcontractors have to just write off the
sanctions for breaches of the code ranging frontoss and move on to the next job. | commend the
reprimand to deregistration; mandatory use ofeport on the discussion model to honourable
written contracts with standard features; compulsorypnembers and emphasise that this is only the first
dispute resolution procedures; use of trusts fochapter, and that the committee's final report and
storing moneys that are in dispute; and mandatomecommendations will be tabled very soon.
security of payment insurance. Security of payment
for subcontractors has been a running sore in the  Report noted.
building industry for several decades. The model
outlined in our discussion paper is a genuine attemptReport: Security of Payment—Deemed Trusts:
to address the major areas of concern. | commend The Full Debate
the report on the discussion model to honourable
members and remind them that the committee's final Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [2.04 p.m.]: This
report and recommendations will be tabled venbackground paper was tabled in the Legislative
soon. Assembly in accordance with sessional orders on 25
August 1988. The deemed trust proposal was
Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [2.02 p.m.]: examined by the committee at the commencement of
This discussion paper was tabled in the Legislativés inquiries. It was first developed by the New
Assembly in accordance with sessional orders on 13outh Wales Security of Payments Committee—
August 1998. It represented the distillation ofSOPC—which proposed a concept of cascading
reforms recommended to the committee during aleemed trusts through the contractor chain. Since the
consultation process that spanned nine months. Kearly 1990s this proposal has been developed and
features of the committee's discussion modgbromoted to a succession of governments and
include: creation of a building registration andgovernment agencies. In 1983 the Andersen report
licensing authority; registration of all entities thatadvised against the introduction of deemed trusts
enter into contracts with subcontractors; an industrinto the building industry and recommended a series
code of conduct backed by a series of sanctions faf alternative initiatives that addressed other
breaches of the code ranging from reprimand telements of the security of payment problem.
deregistration; mandatory use of written contracts
with  standard features; compulsory dispute The SOPC has maintained that the arguments
resolution procedures; use of trusts for storingexpressed in the Andersen report are flawed, and in
moneys that are in dispute; and mandatory securithe intervening years it has made a number of
of payment insurance. submissions that it believes counter objections raised
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to the proposal. In the process the SOPC also |t became clear that no consensus would be
refined its proposal and sought further support for itgchieved on the specific proposal put forward by the
position. During the initial briefings to the Construction Payments Group and that there was no
committee, the SOPC and the Constructionikelihood of agreement on any reform utilising a
Payments Group—CPG—submitted those views tetrycture that included deemed trusts. This was
the committee. Those groups expressed their belighparent in the considerable amount of legal and
that the progressive refinement of the deemed trugfrofessional opinion prepared by and distributed to
proposal now satisfied the majority of concemsorym participants. As a result of the divided
expressed by those organisations that had previoushpinion of participants, the committee felt it had no
opposed a trust-based solution. option but to seek independent legal and

professional advice on the proposal. The body of

In December 1997 the CPG provided theyaierial that the committee has collated is an

committee with a draft amendment to thejn o rtant chapter in the continuing debate within the
Contractors Debts Bill which outlined how deeme

) . Lo uilding industry as to the merits of deemed trusts.
trusts could be incorporated in legislation. Thexs gch the Joint Standing Committee on Small
d!V|S|vepess of this proposal was apparent_ "Business believes that it is in the interest of all
dlscu§5|ons at a number of working party meeting oncerned that these documents be made publicly
held in 1998. Support for the deemed trust propos vailable. The release of the documents will clarify

was far fro"f‘ unlversall, and the committee Wasy, o jnnerent difficulties that the committee grappled
confronted with contrasting legal opinions as to th ith when examining the deemed trust proposal

possible implications of the proposed legislative

amendment. Du_e_to the diametrically Qpposed VIEWS " The concerted push for reform in the building
held by participants, the committee sought

independent advice from the Crown Solicitor,Slndustry has resulted in continued dialogue between

Office and the Institute of Chartered Accountants a%gc\}rzcégtr tacl) ndacshlijg\fgng:g:?irtyr%arepsf;rﬁ'nvtesin atsheto

to the likelihood of the deemed trust legislative

amendments achieving security of payment in thguilding industry. The contribution of this dialogue
building industry can be seen in those reforms which have bipartisan

support and have been used as the basis for the
The full extent of documents received by thecommittee's "Discussion Paper on Security of

committee during this inquiry have been coIIateJt:;""ylinentS ('jn the Bwldlnghlndustr)lgl. I comrr;)end thed
into this background paper titled "Deemed Trusts. ackground paper. to honourable mem ers an

The Full Debate”. In the absence of industryemphas'sfa that this chapter. on the security of
consensus concerning a trust-based solution, tHREYMENt issue was an essential step on the way to
committee proceeded with the construction of &€ committee’s final report and recommendations,
discussion model for consideration by the buildingVNich will be tabled soon.

industry and the public. | commend the background

paper to honourable members and emphasise that Report noted.

this is another chapter in this security of payment _
issue and that the committee's final report andMr Deputy-Speaker left the chair at 2.09 p.m. The

recommendations will be tabled soon. House resumed at 2.15 p]m.

Since October 1997 the Joint Standing Committee

on Small Business has been working towards finding Ministerial Statement
a solution to the security of payment problems in the
New South Wales building industry. During its Mr KNIGHT (Campbelltown—Minister for

inquiry the committee was able to gain the releasthe Olympics) [2.15 p.m.]: It is with enormous
of a number of reports on deemed trustsregret that | advise the House today of the first
Additionally, the construction payments groupfatality associated with the Olympic construction
provided the committee with a substantial volume oprogram, which occurred today at the athletes village
reports and commentary on previous deemed trusite. | am sure all members of the House will join
proposals as well as a draft amendment of theith me in offering condolences to the family and
Contractors Debts Act 1997 incorporating deemedtiends of the victim of this tragic accident. Those of
trusts in legislation. During its deliberations on thisus who do not work in the industry often forget the
important issue the committee gave considerabliherent dangers associated with construction work.
attention to this proposal to introduce a system ofhe workers involved in the Olympic construction
cascading deemed trusts. program deserve enormous credit for work done and
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recognition for the risks they take, notwithstanding PETITIONS
the best efforts of everyone involved to minimise
those risks. Governor of New South Wales
While it is no consolation to the family, Petitions praying that the office of Governor of

friends and work mates of the deceased worker, thde€w South Wales not be downgraded, received from
Olympic construction program had previously had 41 Armstrong, Mr Blackmore, Mr Brogden, Mr
very good safety record. As of the beginning of this<chappell, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Cochran, Mr
month, the occupational health and safety inciderfeOllins, Mr Debnam, Mr Ellis, Ms Ficarra,
rate was about 50 per cent of that in the constructiol!” Glachan, Mr Hartcher, Mr Hazzard, Mr
industry generally. This is in no small part due toHumpherson, Dr  Kernohan, Mr Kerr,
the diligence and dedication of the workers, theiMr Kinross, Mr MacCarthy, Mr Merton, Mr
unions, the Olympic Co-ordination Authority and the©'Doherty,  Mr  O'Farrell, Mr  Phillips,
WorkCover Authority, all of whom have worked M Photios, Mr Richardson, Mr Rozzoli, Mr
together to ensure that safety management plans argiPP, Ms Seaton, Mrs Skinner, Mr Smith, and
in place, regular audits are undertaken an Tink .
management systems work in a practical manner. .
Ryde Hospital

The details and circumstances of the tragic
accident that occurred this morning are currently
being investigated and reviewed by the police and
the WorkCover Authority. Therefore, it would not
be appropriate for me to make any further comment
at this stage. Counselling has been made available to
all those who may require assistance to deal Wittﬁom
this tragedy. In the meantime the athletes village sit
has been sealed off pending the releva
investigations.

Petition praying that Ryde Hospital and its
ervices be retained, received frovit Tink .

Land Tax

Petitions praying that land tax on the family
e be abolished, received fromr Blackmore,
Mr Brogden, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Collins, Mr
nIt.')ebnam, Mr Ellis, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr
Hartcher, Mr Hazzard, Mr Humpherson, Dr
Kernohan, Mr Kerr, Mr Merton, Mr O'Farrell,

~ Mr ARMSTRONG  (Lachlan—Leader of the \y. phijips, Mr Photios, Mr Richardson, Mr
National Party) [2.18 p.m.]: On behalf of the Schipp, Ms Seaton, Mrs Skinner, Mr Smith and
Opposition | join with the Minister and the p. Tink .
Government in expressing sympathy to the family
and fellow workers of the person who lost his life Land Tax
this morning while working on the construction

program for the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It goes  petition praying that land tax on the family
without saying that, some five days out from thenome be abolished, and that the investment tax

anniversary of winning the bid for the Olympics, it threshold be increased from $160,000 to $320,000,
is extraordinary that there have not been morgsceived fromMrs Skinner.

accidents of a serious nature on a workplace of such

magnitude. Few people would realise the potpourri  Kings Cross and Woolloomooloo Policing

of contractors and diversity of skills, backgrounds

and training at Homebush. Contractors have been Petition praying for increased police strength at
engaged from around the world, including Irelandkings Cross local area command and police foot

and Europe, as well as locally. patrols in Woolloomooloo, received fromMs
Moore.
As the Minister said, the safety record at the
site has been very good. However, risk of injury Surry Hills Policing

always accompanies constructions of this size, given

the imaginative engineering that is required to Petition praying for increased police presence
develop such modern buildings. On this occasion am the Surry Hills area, received froMs Moore.
ordinary citizen with family lost his life while

making a contribution towards the Olympics, and East Sydney and Darlinghurst Policing
this afternoon the House should recognise that
contribution. Once again | join with the Minister and Petition praying for increased police presence

the Premier to express sympathy to the victim'sh East Sydney and Darlinghurst, received from
family and friends. Ms Moore.
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Kings Cross Policing a bus driver was sentenced to pay a mere $51,
equivalent to the cost of a parking fine, and was
Petition praying for increased police presenceeven allowed to keep his licence after kiling a

in Kings Cross, received frorivls Moore. woman and her three children in a car accident near
Maitland? Given that Labor has been 3% years in
Mattara Lodge government, why do courts continue to impose such

lenient sentences?
Petition praying that funds raised for an
accommodation service for disabled people by Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
Mattara Lodge be used for that purpose, receivethember for Eastwood on two calls to order.
from Mr Neilly .
Mr CARR: Obviously, a case like the one
Western New South Wales Traffic Access described is extremely distressing. An attempt to
wrench some political capital in this House out of
Petition praying for improved access forsuch a human tragedy reflects terribly on the Leader
vehicular and rail traffic into the western areas ofof the Opposition.
New South Wales, received froMr Armstrong .
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
Northside Storage Tunnel Ventilation Exhaust member for Wakehurst on two calls to order. | call
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order.
Petitions praying that a permanent ventilation
exhaust not be located in Tunks Park valley or the Mr CARR: He knows only too well that the
car park adjoining Long Bay, received from Government cannot be held accountable for what
Mr Collins, Mr Hazzard, Mr Humpherson and judges do in courts.
Mr O'Doherty .
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
Moore Park Passive Recreation member for Ermington to order. | place the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition on three calls to order.
Petition praying that Moore Park be used for
passive recreation after construction of the Eastern  Mr CARR: For the Leader of the Opposition
Distributor and that car parking not be permitted into stoop to use human tragedy to make some
Moore Park, received frorivis Moore. political capital—

Moore Park Light Rail System Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Vaucluse to order. | call the honourable
Petition praying that a light rail public member for Vaucluse to order for the second time. |
transport system be established to serve sportingace the honourable member for Davidson on two
venues and the Fox entertainment centre at Moowalls to order.
Park, received fronMs Moore.
Mr CARR: —when he is under a leadership
Freshwater Fishing Licences threat reflects great discredit not only on him but on
all his colleagues.
Petition praying that introduction of freshwater
fishing licences be opposed, received from Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
Mr Windsor . member for Vaucluse to order for the third time.

On-site Sewage Management AMBULANCE TRAFFIC DELAYS

Petitions praying that the guidelines for on-site Mr HUNTER: My question without notice is
sewage management be withdrawn, received fromiirected to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Health,

Mr D. L. Page andMr Rixon . and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. What is the
Government doing to help ambulance drivers deal
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE with drivers failing to move aside in emergency
situations?

Dr REFSHAUGE: In an emergency every

COURT SENTENCES second counts. Any delay puts at greater risk the
lives of those seriously injured in accidents at home,
Mr COLLINS: | direct a question without at work or on the roads. Deliberately or otherwise,

notice to the Premier. Can the Premier explain whylrivers on our roads are failing to give way to
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ambulances, resulting in delays in ambulanceEvery second counts in an emergency. | urge all
attending emergencies. The issue is so serious thditivers to look out for emergency vehicles.
the Government is taking immediate action. New

South Wales Health in conjunction with the Roads HOSPITAL COMPUTERS
and Traffic Authority is developing an education
campaign, including community service Mr ARMSTRONG: My question without

announcements on radio, to ensure drivers knowotice is directed to the Minister for Health. Can he
what to do when they hear a siren. Further, | havexplain why he has cut the number of beds at Coffs
today written to the Ministers for police, emergencyHarbour Hospital from 165 to 157 while at the same
services and roads to establish a working group ttme he has increased the number of computers at
address the issue. the hospital to 180? How can he justify a hospital
having more computers than beds?

The group will identify problem areas and
black spots which may require greater policing, Dr REFSHAUGE: Sometimes | wonder
assess the effectiveness of current infringementhere the National Party is coming from. First, it
processes, and investigate the possibility ofuggested turning back the Clarence River. Then
expanding current police powers in cases ofhere was the scheme to get water from New Guinea
deliberate obstruction in life-threatening situationsto the outback. The latest policy of the National
Currently, police have power to pull over and chargdParty is to have no computers in hospitals! How will
a driver deliberately obstructing an ambulancéospitals conduct MRIs? Obviously members of the
vehicle. One option to be considered by the workindNational Party do not want CAT scans or cardiac
party is the development of a similar infringementassessments for bypass surgery; both procedures
process to that used for motorists who run red lightgequire a computer. What a great idea! The
The Government should not have to adopt suckquipment that monitors people who have suffered
tough measures but it will in order to save lives. lheart attacks relies on computerisation also. Do the
would hope that drivers would appreciate the facpeople in National Party territory just tough it out?
that their lives or the lives of their loved ones mayThey will not have access either to machinery that
at one time or another depend on fast response timagministers anaesthetic, which also is computerised.
by ambulance officers.

The Leader of the Opposition, however, has

It is clear that some drivers simply do notactually made some positive statements about this
know what to do when an ambulance is attemptingssue. In a recent Australian Medical Association
to pass their vehicles. | am advised by ambulancmagazine he clearly stated his position. He said, "It
officers that there are too many occasions wheis not a matter of beds, it is a matter of treating
ambulance vehicles are delayed because drivers gratients." In that regard | agree with him. The
not giving way to them. If drivers hear a siren, theDeputy Leader of the Opposition used to say that
rule is simple: they must make every reasonabl&o. It is nice to see the Leader of the Opposition
effort to give way, such as pulling over to the leftsmiling again. The colour is back in his cheeks. The
and stopping. It is becoming apparent that mangovernment is interested in treating patients, and it
drivers simply do not hear sirens at all. The modermvill use computers to do that. | thank the Leader of
design of vehicles is such that most traffic noise ithe National Party for his question.
blocked out, and the problem is exacerbated by loud
stereos, mobile phones and airconditioners. NATIONAL NATURAL DISASTER FUND

Drivers and pedestrians have a clear Mr PRICE: My question without notice is to
responsibility to be aware of what is happeninghe Premier, Minister for the Arts, and Minister for
around them at all times. They should make sur&thnic Affairs. What is the latest information on the
they can hear the traffic and know what iscall of the New South Wales Government for the
happening on the road. The deliberate obstruction astablishment of a national natural disaster fund?
ambulances puts lives at risk. To improve driver
knowledge, the RTA is working with New South Mr CARR: Last Friday | visited towns in the
Wales Health on an education campaign to alei$tate's north-west that have been isolated by severe
drivers to the problems faced by ambulance officerdlooding. | spoke to families, farmers and owners of
The campaign will include community servicesmall businesses in Walgett and Collarenebri about
announcements on radio. We all share the roads. Wke hardships that result from long-term isolation.
may be sharing them with an ambulance that i8lany north-western towns have been isolated for
taking a friend or a family member to hospital.two months, and more wet weather is forecast. The
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situation is not expected to improve in the short Mr CARR: The Government is asking the

term. The effect has been devastating. | am deepl@ommonwealth Government to do something that
concerned about the serious hardship facing smaklill render these people eligible for unemployment
businesses in the towns. For that reason | announceénefits. It may come as a blinding revelation to
last week that the State Government would exten@®pposition members to hear that social security—
the eligibility criteria for low-interest government including unemployment benefits—has been a

loans to small businesses. Commonwealth Government responsibility since
1946. The other matter is interest relief on loans,
Mr Phillips: Covering economic loss? which would be triggered by a sympathetic

Commonwealth response. Implementation of the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy measures | have referred to would mean that
Leader of the Opposition to order. families that have lost work as a result of isolation
would not be forced further into debt. That is the
Mr CARR: We are trying to help. We are not Government's objective. | have also asked the Prime
torn apart by personal ambitions as memberMinister today to assist with the damage to the weirs
opposite are. We are trying to get solutions for then the river system, the enormous repair bill for
people of New South Wales. For the first time smalfoads and a campaign to counter the loss of tourism
businesses experiencing loss of income because tof towns. | am pleased to advise the House that the
flood-related isolation, not just physical damageState Government has appointed three special flood
caused by flooding, will be eligible for low interest support workers to further assist families, farmers
loans. New South Wales is not alone with regard t@nd businesses in the north-west. Those officers will
extreme suffering caused by natural disasters ibhe based at Narrabri, Walgett and Bourke, and next
recent times. These are national problems, but undereek they will visit other centres.
current arrangements the States have to pay the bulk
of the costs. The natural disasters in New South Mr Souris: They hate you out there.
Wales have incurred expenditure, and the State
Government has had to pick up 95 per cent of that Mr CARR: The Deputy Leader of the
expenditure under the natural disaster relieNational Party is the person who is hated there. He
arrangements of the past five years. is under threat from the One Nation Party and
others.
Today | asked the Prime Minister to declare
exceptional circumstance status on the north-west.  Mr Souris: They hate you because you are an
This would address some of the urgent financiabpportunist and you are wusing this in an
problems faced by isolated communities, such agpportunistic, political way.
changes to social security guidelines to provide
immediate assistance to families and workers. Last Mr CARR: Do honourable members believe
Friday | met workers who had lost their jobsthat? Here | am talking about getting loan money
because the businesses that employed them cowdd other assistance to those communities—
not function as a consequence of the flooding.
Mr Souris: Where is the generosity in a loan?
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for North Shore to order. Mr CARR: This Government is using
precisely the same system and the same criteria for
Mr CARR: Any civic-minded opposition natural disaster assistance that applied, unamended at
would support the request | am making today. Thisny time, during the coalition's entire seven years in
is surely an issue above politics. When | visitedoffice.
flood-affected parts of the State—just as when the
Government inspected drought-affected parts of the = Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy
State—I did not run the political-allegiance geigerLeader of the National Party to order.
counter over the people | spoke to; | just sought
solutions. | would imagine that most of the people in Mr CARR: On 18 August | wrote to the
local government and business | talk with in thePrime Minister seeking the establishment of a
north-west are National Party people. But | do nonhational natural disaster fund. | have had no
care about their politics; | want to get a fewresponse from the Prime Minister. We are now in
solutions for them. the fourth week of the Federal election campaign
and this State is suffering from the effects of some
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable of the worst flooding it has ever experienced. The
member for Ermington to order for the second time.people of the north-west might expect to hear from
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the Prime Minister. | shall take to the next meeting Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
of the Council of Australian Governments a proposamember for Northcott to order. | call the honourable
for a national fund to provide special grants tomember for Baulkham Hills to order.
farmers and small businesses in emergency and
hardship situations. The Deputy Leader of the Mr DEBUS: For three days now the
National Party is still interjecting. | now quote a Opposition has been asking questions about the
figure that he is very familiar with. operation of the national energy market. Those
questions have been calculated to attack the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Deputy reputation of the generation industry of New South
Leader of the National Party to order for the secondVales.
time.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
Mr CARR: What is the dollar figure we quote member for Gosford to order.
in relation to the Deputy Leader of the National
Party? It is $50 million. Could what | am proposing Mr DEBUS: They are designed to give
be met with $50 million? The coalition will throw comfort to an American multinational company
money away on Luna Park. Kim Beazley and | aredomiciled in Victoria.
proposing an initial allocation of $50 million to
establish a natural disaster fund. Come in, spinner! | Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much
welcome more interjections from the Deputy Leademterjection from both sides of the Chamber. All
of the National Party. The fund | am proposingmembers who have been called to order are now
would provide personal financial assistance whenjeemed to be on three calls.
first, the costs of a disaster are not normally covered
by insurance; second, coverage insurance payments Mr DEBUS: While the Opposition may be
are slowed or delayed; and, third, the disaster eveprepared to act as some sort of stooge for an
has a major or significant impact, such as théAmerican multinational company which is engaged
Newcastle earthquake and the recent floods in thie a legal commercial contest with Pacific Power, |
lllawarra and the north-west of the State. | note andm not. | will continue to take account, first of all,
welcome Kim Beazley's commitment to such a fund.of the interests of New South Wales taxpayers.

ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY FINANCIAL Mr SPEAKER: Order! | remind the
RISK MANAGEMENT honourable member for Gosford that he is on three
calls to order.
Mr PHILLIPS: My question is addressed to
the Minister for Energy. Did two New South Wales Mr DEBUS: Each utility in New South Wales
generators lose up to $14 million in a few hours lashas developed a comprehensive suite of policies to
November as a result of trading electricity futuresdeal with the whole range of risks—including price
and derivatives? liquidity, credit, pricing and transactional risks—
within the electricity industry. Through their
Mr Carr: This question was asked in thestatements of corporate intent with the New South
upper House yesterday. Wales Treasury they confirm that they have
implemented the policies. In addition, the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The fact that a Government scrutinises all energy trading activity.
guestion has been asked in the upper House does Mitth that in mind, Treasury retains the organisation
prevent it being asked in this House. The DeputyMacquarie Risk Advisory to report on the
Leader of the Opposition is in order. performance of utilities. The national electricity
market is at the present time in the course of
Mr PHILLIPS: Does the Minister consider it transition. That applies not only to New South
a core role of government for New South WalesWales or Victoria. Prices within the market fluctuate
public servants to be playing the futures marketin the short term. Prices are improving. By every
risking hundreds of millions of taxpayers' dollarsaccount—except those of the Deputy Leader of the
every day? Opposition and his cohorts, apparently—the
electricity market is working successfully.
Mr DEBUS: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition knows a great deal more about stackin§YDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION
Liberal Party branches in the Federal electorate of
Cook with Rotarians than he knows about the Mr WATKINS: | ask a question of the
national electricity market. Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning. What is
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the Government's response to a coalition schem®ydney's reputation. The honourable member for
relating to Sydney water? The Hills made it very clear that he is not interested

in actually doing anything for his electorate, he just
Mr KNOWLES: Throughout the recent water \yants to be seen to be doing something in his

contamination probIe_ms .Sydney hafs_experienced,.tlﬁéqectorate_ He does not want to actually help
Government has maintained a position of protecting \cinesses in his electorate, he just wants to get
public health and dealing with the problem carefully
and sensibly. The Government has worked hard t oing something for your constituents and to be seen

minimise unnecessary negative images of this city.0 be doina something to assist vour community is a
In those circumstances, it almost defies belief that . 9 9 y y

there are people who would seek to deIiberateImmd'bending’ stupid concept. How cynical can one
exploit Sydney's problems for their own base gai et?

and political advantage. The honourable member for ) .

The Hills, in his usual bumbling style, misdirected As | said at the outset, the email was sent four
to Government members an email that was suppos&@ys after the lifting of the boil-water alert. The
to be sent to Liberal Party members. | have théurvey attached to the email does absolutely nothing
email. to assist businesses in his electorate. It is clearly

designed to take a cheap shot at Sydney. The

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the Minister honourable member for The Hills is the same bloke

for Information Technology on three calls to order. Who was sacked by the Leader of the Opposition for
taking cheap shots and having a patronising attitude

Mr KNOWLES: | point out that the email to residents of western Sydney earlier this year.
was dated 22 September, that is last Tuesday, foRemember those patronising comments that caused
days after the lifting of the boil-water alert. Thethe Leader of the Opposition to sack him the day
email is addressed to Andrew Humpherson MPafter he was appointed as the Opposition
Andrew Tink MP and somebody euphemisticallyspokesperson on western Sydney matters? | do not

known as Barry O—Oh Barry, Oh Barry, Oh Barry,have to repeat them here but | am happy to
Oh—and to all Liberal metropolitan members of(istribute them.

Parliament. The email from the honourable member
for The Hills referred to a survey and stated: Mr Hartcher: On a point of order. The

ood publicity for himself. To want to be seen to be

guestion under Standing Order 130 related to water.

| recently sent the attached survey to hotels, restaurants anldh Minister is now transar ing into what
clubs in my electorate and would encourage you to do the e Ster 1S no ansgressing 0 at a

same in yours— particular member of Parliament may have said at
some time about western Sydney. That is totally
Mr O'Doherty: On a point of order. | put it to irrelevant and he should be directed to answer the
you, Mr Speaker, that as the protector of theguestion.
privileges of members of Parliament you ought to
tell the Minister that it is not competent for him to Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
use a privileged document addressed by one membgider.
to others, that has been misdirected or has come into
his hands by inappropriate means—as the Minister Ny KNOWLES: | would have thought after
has admitted. It is a breach of my privilege that hgne stint of the honourable member for The Hills as
is doing so. the one-day spokesperson for the Opposition on
western Sydney matters that he may have learned
not to treat people as fools, but it is clear that he has
not learned the lesson. To be seen to be doing
something is clearly very different to actually doing
something. To be seen to do something is nothing
more than deception and a charade. To get what he

Not only will it seem as though you are attempting to assistca”S gOOd pUbIICIty he advocates that all Liberal

business in your electorate but there should be good publicifn€mbers — of ~ Parliament  deliberately ~ deceive
flowing from it. businesses in their electorates, establish the charade

of deception but do nothing more than achieve
The honourable member for The Hills is listed in thecheap publicity.
parliamentary records as a journalist: a person who

knows the meaning of words. What a grubby little Mr SPEAKER: Order! Ministers will refrain
attempt to get cheap publicity at the expense ofrom interjecting.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
order.

Mr KNOWLES: The next part of the email is
the part | like:
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Mr KNOWLES: It is fair to say that no-one WAVERLEY AND WOOLLAHRA COUNCIL
is happy with what has happened to Sydney's water BOUNDARIES
supply and its impact on our community. The
Government has been fundamentally honest with its Mr DEBNAM: My question is to the Minister
community and constituents. Despite thefor Local Government. What discussions did the
circumstances the Government has tried to deferidinister have with Waverley mayor and Federal
Sydney's reputation and not score cheap points at thabor candidate Paul Pearce about proposals to
expense of our city. change the boundaries of Waverley municipality?
Did these discussions include any estimate of the
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the Minister cash bonanza that would flow to Waverley Council

for the Environment on three calls to order. in additional rates if the boundary were extended?
Mr KNOWLES: Despite the stupidity of the Mr E. T. PAGE: | have had no discussions

honourable member for The Hills, my question is tovhatsoever with the mayor of Waverley or the

the Leader of the Opposition. Federal candidate for Wentworth on the matter of

any boundary change between Waverley and
Mr Collins: | know he is very keen to get Woollahra councils.
back to Opposition, and will get back there very
quickly, and then he will be able to ask the question. NATIONAL POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr KNOWLES: Does the Leader of the Mr MARKHAM: My question without notice
Opposition support that sort of grubby politickingis to the Minister for Police. What are the
which runs the risk of further diminishing Sydney'sarrangements for this year's National Police
reputation or does he repudiate it? Remembrance Day?

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable Mr WHELAN: As honourable members
member for Wakehurst to order for the third time. would be aware, during 1998 the New South Wales
Police Service lost two brave officers in their line of
Mr Collins: It is time he got off the bench. duty—it has been a tragic year. The deaths of each
People want a solution. He asked me a question. Hxficer is a heart-felt loss to their families, friends,
should get off the bench and provide a solution. Theolleagues and the community. Constable Peter
people of Sydney want clean water. Forsyth represents the face of modern policing. He
was a young, talented, keen and dedicated police
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the officer who died in the most tragic of circumstances
Opposition is aware that a number of members aren 28 February. Honourable members will be all too
now on three calls to order. He is fortunate not to béamiliar with the circumstances surrounding his
among them. | now place him on three calls tadeath.
order. If he again behaves as he did a few moments
ago | will direct the Serjeant-at-Arms to remove him Peter Forsyth was fatally stabbed in Glebe
from the House. while he and two colleagues, Jason Semple and
Brian Neville, were trying to arrest men who had
Mr KNOWLES: It is interesting that the tried to sell them drugs. Peter Forsyth had a great
Leader of the Opposition got excited about thisaffinity with young people and his community. His
matter. He sacked the honourable member for Theork is symbolic of a new style of policing: that of
Hills for less than that less than six months ago. Itommunity-minded police officers working with
the Leader of the Opposition does not disown thgouth, improving their lives in practical and
honourable member for The Hills he too will standeffective ways. Much has been said about the loss of
condemned. Unless the Leader of the Oppositiothis officer and on National Police Remembrance
acts, his pious words uttered over the last seveDay we should remember the families left behind. In
weeks about a bipartisan approach to proteqiarticular, Jacki Forsyth, Peter's widow, and their
Sydney's image as the Olympic city—about makindwo young children, Mitchell and Brodie.
sure the problem is fixed and maintaining our
international standing—are nothing more than | am proud to say we have honoured Peter's
hollow words from a hollow man. The Leader of thelife and remembered his death by building good in
Opposition should show some guts and leadership the wake of the events which claimed him so
repudiate this nonsense from the honourable membanfairly. Yesterday, with the shadow minister for
for The Hills. police, | watched on while Peter's widow, Jacki,
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unveiled a plague in a youth auditorium and sportsvho live on in our memories. Their sacrifice is the
centre dedicated to the memory of her husbandoundation stone on which the people of this State
Peter Forsyth was an officer who firmly believedplace their faith in the New South Wales Police
that police should be part of the fabric of theService.
community, which is what policing in the 1990s is
all about. HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
LANGUAGE COURSES
Sergeant Ray Smith was another high profile
officer: his face was synonymous with many road Mr MacCARTHY: My question is to the
safety campaigns—an important facet of policingMinister for Education and Training. With the
which he worked hard to improve for much of hisMinister's changes to the Higher School Certificate
lengthy police career. In sad and tragic ironydeeming some languages more valuable than others,
Sergeant Smith was killed while riding his policewhat criteria will he use to determine which
motor cycle to work on 13 July, when a piece oflanguages will be offered in advanced courses?
wood fell from a truck in front, causing him to lose Given that the current HSC ranks all languages
control of his cycle and crash. Sergeant Smith was equally, how will the Minister justify these
dedicated and competent officer. His death, like thadiscriminatory changes to the 150 language groups
of Peter Forsyth, and all other New South Walesn New South Wales?
officers who have lost their lives in the course of
their duty, will be formally remembered next Mr AQUILINA: As the honourable member
Tuesday: National Police Remembrance Day. for Strathfield should know, the determination of the
levels at which subjects are offered for the HSC is a
This is a day which will see family, friends matter under consideration by the Board of Studies.
and colleagues come together at ceremonies acrodthen the board makes its recommendations | will
Australia to pay tribute to police who have made theonsider them.
ultimate sacrifice. It will be a day for reflection, a
day of sadness, but also a day of pride. Since 1862 Mr MacCARTHY: | ask a supplementary
232 police officers have lost their lives while question. What community languages have already
protecting the lives and property of the people obeen identified as worthy of having advanced
New South Wales. Indeed, in my time as Ministercourses?
for Police it has been my sad duty to attend the
funerals of three other New South Wales police Mr SPEAKER: Order! The supplementary
officers who gave their lives in the course of theirquestion does not arise from the answer given by the
duty: Peter Addison, Bob Spears and David CartyMinister. The Minister has told the House that he is
On Tuesday, we will remember all of them andnot able to make that decision at the present time.
celebrate their commitment to policing, and to the
ideal each and every one of them held dear as they NATIVE GRASSES
worked to make our community a safer place.
Mr NEILLY: My question without notice is
In carrying out their duties, each of theseto the Minister for Agriculture, and Minister for
officers placed the safety of the community and theitand and Water Conservation. What is the
fellow police ahead of any consideration forGovernment doing to let people know about
themselves. There are very few jobs in our societynanagement guidelines for native grasses?
in which such selfless devotion to others is a
fundamental part of the work. Every day, police Mr AMERY: | thank the honourable member
officers go to work knowing they could find for Cessnock for his interest in rural matters,
themselves in a dangerous, life-risking situationparticularly in natural resource management. | am
And we expect them, as the people who haveleased to take this opportunity to explain to this
answered the public's call, to keep us safe, to protettouse yet another step forward in native vegetation
us. Tragically, too many have paid a high price foomanagement in New South Wales. | am pleased to
just doing their job. report that the Department of Land and Water
Conservation has just completed a document which
The people of New South Wales know theygives management guidelines for native grasses.
ask much of their police. That is why | urge all This important document will help land-holders
honourable members and the community to takenderstand how best they can manage native grasses
time out to reflect on our loss and to remembemwhich are on their land. It will clarify many of the
police who have lost their lives. These police are nomisconceptions that currently surround native grass
just names on an honour roll; they are real peoplenanagement in New South Wales.
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Not all agricultural activities need to be affected by it. Native vegetation is an important
crosschecked under the Native Vegetatiomssue of which we must all be aware, and the native
Conservation Act—a point lost by many critics ofgrasses document will help clarify any confusion
this legislation. For example, routine activities thatthat has existed until now.
have been carried out in the past 10 years and retain
a predominance of native grasses are exempt from | take this opportunity to announce that while |
the Act. Examples of routine activities are burningwas in Parkes recently | launched the final phase of
cultivating, slashing, and some herbicide useghe mid-Lachlan draft regional vegetation plan—an
Sustainable grazing practices are also, of coursepportunity for further community consultation. This
exempt from the Act. The Act comes into effectis the first plan of its kind to be developed in line
only when there is an intention to modify thewith the Native Vegetation Conservation Act, and |
composition of pastures to include a predominancam sure it will be seen as a pilot plan for other
of introduced species. It comes into effect whenmegions across the State. The mid-Lachlan plan has
practices used to manage pastures are not routine.bkken worked on by the Mid-Lachlan Regional
is important to manage our native grasses properlyegetation Committee. That committee comprises
because not only are they a valuable grazingepresentatives of local land-holders,
resource but they are also important for soilconservationists, local government, catchment
conservation, primarily the prevention of soilmanagement committees, Landcare and Aboriginal
erosion. groups.

Native grasses contain a diverse range of The plan identifies the fact that more than 80
native flora and fauna, including some threateneger cent of the original native vegetation in the mid-
species. Of course, native vegetation as a whole lsachlan region has already been cleared or thinned.
extremely important, and that is why theThis has contributed to the loss of many native
Government introduced the Native Vegetatiorplants and animals and to land degradation problems
Conservation Act to better manage that valuablsuch as salinity and soil erosion. The plan identifies
resource. This will lead to a number of social,la number of issues, including dryland salinity,
economic and environmental benefits. For instancdabitat values for threatened and other significant
the Act will help increase farm productivity, with species, ways to encourage natural regeneration, and
native vegetation acting as a windbreak and shadgays to enable clearing through the most cost-
for livestock and crops. Native grasses will help toeffective means. The development of this plan has
improve the grazing value of pastures and makavolved a significant commitment from members of
them more resilient to drought conditions. Nativethe local community, showing just how willing
vegetation also can act as a habitat for the predatopgople are to become involved in native vegetation
of agricultural pests. management in their local areas.

Native vegetation is important for many other In the past few months | have made a number
reasons. As | have already said in relation to nativef announcements on the establishment of regional
grasses, native vegetation can prevent soil erosiomegetation committees around the State. In early July
Wise management of native vegetation can help announced the members of the Walgett Regional
control and prevent dryland salinity and rising wateegetation Committee. A few weeks later |
tables, improve the quality of the water in our riversannounced the membership of the Moree Regional
and help retain biological diversity of natural Vegetation Committee. On 20 August | announced
ecosystems. This can help provide opportunities fahe membership of the Western Riverina Regional
new food and fibre products and ornamental plantd/egetation Committee. On 25 August | announced
as well as help clarify which plants and animals arehe membership of two more regional vegetation
best suited to the Australian climate. Naturalcommittees, one for the Clarence and one for
vegetation provides protection for rare andRichmond River. More of these regional vegetation
threatened species, and of course has a scenic valusommittees will be set up in the months ahead. Of

course, not every region in the State wants a

A lot of progress has been made under theegional vegetation committee but, for those who do,
Native Vegetation Conservation Act, and this nativave are working to find the most suitable boundaries
grasses document should be a useful addition to thvithin which they can operate.
information that is already available to land-holders.

In recent months | have announced the make-up of a ~ Community input on native vegetation issues is

number of community-based regional vegetatiowvery important, and | am pleased to be able to make
committees. The committees will put management ofood progress on establishing these regional
native vegetation back into the hands of those mostommittees. They are important because they enable
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the community to have a significant say on how Mr O'Farrell: On a point of order. Mr
native vegetation is managed in their own regionsSpeaker, in addressing the issue, | submit you
The committees will draw up plans, much like theshould address the substance of it. Clearly, your
mid-Lachlan plan, which will focus on local needs.ruling should address the point that your office
The plans are, of course, in line with the Stateseems to have leaked this communication.
legislation, but they are a significant step forward in

returning much of the decision-making processes to Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
the local community. The mid-Lachlan regionalorder. A member who wishes to attack the Chair
vegetation plan currently is in draft form, and it will must do so by way of substantive motion.

be on display at a number of Department of Land

and Water Conservation workshops around the State.  Mr O'Farrell: Mr Speaker—

With those few comments, | commend the

honourable member for Cessnock for his continuing Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member will
interest in this issue. | shall continue to report to theesume his seat. The Chair has ruled on the matter.
House progress in the reforms of native vegetation

management in New South Wales. CONSIDERATION OF URGENT MOTIONS
Questions without notice concluded. Federal Government Policies
SYDNEY WATER SUPPLY CONTAMINATION Mrs LO PO' (Penrith—Minister for
Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister
Privilege for Disability Services, and Minister for Women)

[3.19 p.m.J: My motion is particularly urgent
Mr RICHARDSON (The Hills) [3.17 p.m.]: | because with every day that goes by there are people
rise on a matter of privilege. | believe that myin the community who are suffering pain, neglect,
privileges as a member of Parliament have beemisery, and totally unnecessary financial hardship
seriously traduced by allegations that were madbecause of the policies of the Howard Government.
today by the Minister for Urban Affairs and | can think of no motion more urgent than this
Planning. The Minister said that I, in my usualmotion for it will lay before the House details of the
bumbling way, had sent an email to Liberalmany ways in which hundreds of thousands of
members of Parliament and also to Labor membergseople, many of them living in electorates of
of Parliament. | have obtained the mailing list— western Sydney, are victims of the Howard
Government's policies. It is urgent that those who
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member is not at are aiding and abetting Mr Howard in inflicting this
liberty to discuss the matter. He must explain howsuffering be exposed and called to account. These
his privilege has been breached. people sit silent in the party rooms in Canberra and
put up their hands like puppets when their leader
Mr RICHARDSON: All will be revealed very tells them what he has decided. They do not think
shortly. | have obtained the mailing list for thatabout the damage that will be done to those who
email. It went exclusively to city-based Liberal elected them to office. We need to hear about those
members of Parliament apart from Biserka Rosandipeople. For those reasons this motion is urgent.
in your office, Mr Speaker. Mr Speaker, your office
is supposed to be independent. You are supposed to Georges River Regional Environmental Plan
maintain that independence and defend members'
rights and privileges to the end. Ms FICARRA (Georges River) [3.20 p.m.]:
My motion is urgent because the Georges River is
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member will dying. In August 1995 the Department of Urban
resume his seat. For the Chair to be satisfied that Affairs and Planning announced that it would
prima facie case of breach of privilege has beenndertake a comprehensive regional environmental
established, one of the following elements should bavestigation into pollution in the Georges River,
involved in such a breach: disobedience to generalith a release date of October 1997. However, in
orders or rules of either House; disobedience t&eptember 1998, three years later, we are still
particular orders; indignities offered to the charactewaiting for the results of that investigation. This
of proceedings of Parliament; assaults or insultmotion is urgent because the regional environmental
upon members or reflections upon their character gulan is long overdue. The people of Georges River
conduct in Parliament; or interference with officerswant action, instead of photo opportunities alongside
of the House in the discharge of their duties. the river during every State and Federal election
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campaign. This motion is urgent because the oystdor Bathurst has said.
farming and eel farming industries are dead and the
commercial and recreational fishing industries have Ms FICARRA: This motion is urgent because
dried up. This motion is urgent because the Ministethe Carr Government is aware that more than 39
for the Environment, the Minister for Urban Affairs companies currently hold licences to discharge waste
and Planning, and the Minister for Land and Wateinto the river through more than 450 sewerage
Conservation are doing nothing to save the Georgesutlets and thousands of stormwater outlets, yet the
River. REP is outstanding. When will the REP be ready?
What funding will be allocated to identify and solve

It is urgent because key respectedthe problems? What does the Minister for Urban
environmentalists such as Bernie Clarke, who haAffairs and P|anning have to say about the three-
long been involved with the Georges River andjear delay? Why has the Government not supported
management of Cooks River, has resigned from thge river keeper system? Does the Government care
Department of Urban Affairs and Planning sectiorghout the rivers in New South Wales? My motion is
22 committee saying that the Government "has n@rgent because the community is disillusioned and
commitment to the REP process”. This motion ishas lost confidence in the Carr Government on
urgent because community and local governmerdnvironmental matters. The community is frustrated
representatives are bitterly disappointed about thgith the continual catchment management gabfest
lack of progress on the REP. The motion is urgenjnd the lack of support for the Georges River
because pollution on the Georges River has beebombined Councils Committee, and has taken
steadily growing for the past 30 years and hagction.
reached crisis point. It is urgent because the nine
councils that contribute to the Georges River Question—That the motion for urgent
Combined Councils Committee have had to fund the,sideration of the honourable member for
position of river keeper for the Georges River frompgprith be proceeded with—put.
community moneys with no support from the Carr
Government. The Government has failed to provide
any financial or physical support to the thousands of
volunteers in the river keeper program.

The House divided.

Ayes, 47

If it is good enough for lan Kiernan of the
Clean Up Australia committee to donate a boat for Mr Amery Mr Markham
the river keeper program, if it is good enough for Mr Anderson Mr Martin
the Oyster Farmers Association, which no longer has Ms Andrews Ms Meagher
an industry or an income, to donate premises in Mr Aguilina Mr Mills
Wyong Street, Oatley, to house the river keeper, if it Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
is good enough for Hurstville City Council to lend Mr Carr Mr Nagle
administrative support, and if it is good enough for Mr Clough Mr Neilly
the community to volunteer for the river keeper Mr Crittenden Ms Nori
program, what is the Carr Government doing? All Mr Debus Mr E. T. Page
rivers in New South Wales, including the Georges Mr Face Mr Price
River, should have a river keeper. Many councils Mr Gaudry Dr Refshauge
have donated $20,000 towards the river keeper Mr Gibson Mr Rogan
program. Since | was elected | have continued to Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully
press the Government for support for the program Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
but nothing has been forthcoming. Ms Harrison Mr Stewart

Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan

Mr Clough: On a point of order. The member Mr lemma Mr Tripodi
for Georges River is debating the motion, not the Mr Knight Mr Watkins
guestion of urgency. Mr Knowles Mr Whelan

Mr Langton Mr Woods

Mr SPEAKER: Order! As my attention was Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon
diverted while the honourable member for Georges Mr Lynch Tellers
River was speaking | am unable to rule on the point Mr McBride Mr Beckroge
of order. However, | ask the honourable member for Mr McManus Mr Thompson

Georges River to note what the honourable member
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Mr Small
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Mrs Stone
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Mr Smith
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Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Routine of Business

[3.33 p.m.]: | move:

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to:

@

@

©)
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Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [3.34 p.m.]: Even

more urgent than the motion moved by the Leader
of the House is the issue raised in question time
about the violation of the security and privacy of the
electronic mailing system that is set aside for
members of this House. Standing and sessional
orders should be suspended to deal with that matter
rather than the trivial procedural matters dealt with
in the motion moved by the Leader of the House.
When the honourable member for The Hills sent an
email to his colleagues in the Parliament and a copy
went to the Speaker's office the integrity of the
system was violated.

Mr Whelan: On a point of order.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member for Gosford will resume his seat.

Mr HARTCHER: The honourable member
for The Hills was denied the opportunity to raise
that as a matter of privilege.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member for Gosford will resume his seat. | will ask
the Serjeant-at-Arms to remove him from the House
if he does not do as | have directed.

Mr Whelan: There is no motion before the
House except the motion | have moved to suspend
standing and sessional orders. The honourable
member can speak to the terms of the motion, but
he is not entitled to go into a dissertation about what
happened today. If he or anyone else is disillusioned
by what you or | have done, the forms and
procedures of the House are available to them. No
form of the House enables the member to embark on
a conversation relating to a motion of significance to
this Chamber.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of
order.

postpone the consideration of private members'

statements until after the consideration of the motion Mr

for urgent consideration this day;

HARTCHER: | shall address the
excellent motion moved by the Leader of the House

allow the following speaking times to apply in the 10 suspend standing and sessional orders to deny

debate on the motion for urgent consideration:

Mover

Member next speaking
Five Government members

10 minutes
10 minutes
5 minutes

Five Oppositiorr members 5 minutes

Reply

allow for the introduction and passage up to

5 minutes; and

and

members their rights to make private members'
statements—

Mr Whelan: That is not what it says.

Mr HARTCHER: —so that we can be
trivialised with an urgency motion when our email

including the Minister's second reading speech on theyStem has been violated—

Home Invasion (Occupants Protection) Bill at this

sitting.

Mr Whelan: On a point of order.
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Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Mr HARTCHER: How ironic it is that the
member for Gosford will resume his seat. ILeader of the House is allowed to take three points
anticipate the point of order the Leader of the Housef order, yet | am not allowed to reply to one of
proposes to take but he will have an opportunity tdhem. Is that the way the affairs of this House are to
reply at the appropriate time. be conducted? Three points of order have been taken

and | have not been permitted to reply to one of

Mr Whelan: On a point of order. The them. The Opposition's email system has been
honourable member has not read the motion. It dogampered with and we are not even permitted to
not deny members the opportunity to make privateaise it within the House, but the Leader of the
members' statements. House is allowed to move to suspend standing

orders so that a trivial motion dealing with western

Mr HARTCHER: The reason behind the Sydney will take precedence over the rights of
points of order taken by the Leader of the Housenembers of this House.
and this motion—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member for Gosford will resume his seat. | place the
honourable member for Ku-ring-gai on three calls to
Mr HARTCHER: Yes, give me an extension. order. | place the honourable member for Pittwater

on three calls to order.

Mr Whelan: Get an extension of time!

Mr Whelan: Not today, we are tired.
Mr Hunter: On a point of order. It is obvious

Mr HARTCHER: Not today! This is the that the honourable member for Gosford is out of
person who did not have a single speaker to defenatder. He knows full well that the Liberal Party—
him last night on the censure motion. The only thing
the Government was scared of was that it might Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is
have been a conscience vote. How would membersvolved.
of the Government feel about a conscience vote in
relation to the Leader of the House? Question—That the motion be agreed
to—put.
Mr Whelan: It was carried in the caucus by

only one vote that it not be a secret ballot. The House divided.

Mr HARTCHER: Exactly! The proceedings Ayes, 47
of the House have been trivialised by this motion
and the Opposition has been denied the right to raise Mr Amery Mr Markham
an important matter of privilege. If the privileges of Mr Anderson Mr Martin
this House are not enhanced and defended by the Ms Andrews Ms Meagher
House, there is no point— Mr Aquilina Mr Mills
Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Whelan: On a point of order. Mr Carr Mr Nagle
Mr Clough Mr Neilly
Mr HARTCHER: It does not matter how Mr Crittenden Ms Nori
many points of order you take, we will continue to Mr Debus Mr E. T. Page
raise this issue. Mr Face Mr Price
Mr Gaudry Dr Refshauge
Mr Whelan: The honourable member is Mr Gibson Mr Rogan
flouting the ruling you gave that he was out of order Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully
to entertain matters other than the suspension motion Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
before the House. There are other forms and Ms Harrison Mr Stewart
procedures of the House available to him. He can Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan
move a censure motion against me, as he did last Mr lemma Mr Tripodi
night, but his argument must comply with the Mr Knight Mr Watkins
rulings of the Chair and with the standing orders. Mr Knowles Mr Whelan
Mr Langton Mr Woods
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | will hear no more on Mrs Lo Po' Mr Yeadon
the point of order. If the honourable member does Mr Lynch Tellers
not confine his remarks to the motion before the Mr McBride Mr Beckroge
House | will direct him to resume his seat. Mr McManus Mr Thompson
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(5) expresses its alarm at the failure of the Federal Liberal
members of Parliament in Sydney's greater west to
challenge the Prime Minister's ideologically driven
economic policies.

Mr Beck Mr O'Doherty
Mr Blackmore Mr O'Farrell Honourable members will be aware that the school
Mr Brogden MrD. L. Page holidays begin next week. That will cause working
Mr Chappell Mr Peacocke mothers additional concern about their child-care
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Phillips arrangements. Some of them will find they will have
Mr Collins Mr Photios to make different child-care arrangements; some will
Mr Cruickshank Mr Richardson have to leave their jobs to care for their children.
Mr Debnam Mr Rixon Many will find that professional child care is no
Mr Ellis Mr Rozzoli longer affordable because of the policies of the
Ms Ficarra Mr Schipp Howard Government, which have put the cost of
Mr Glachan Ms Seaton child care beyond the reach of many working
Mr Hartcher Mrs Skinner families. The Federal Government has removed the
Mr Hazzard Mr Slack-Smith operational subsidy from community-based child-
Mr Humpherson Mr Small care centres. That means that the daily rates have
Mr Jeffery Mr Souris increased by almost $40 a day. That is $200 a week
Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone for one child or $400 a week for two children. That,
Mr Kerr Mr Tink of course, is simply out of the question for most
Mr Kinross Mr R. W. Turner families.
Mr MacCarthy Mr Windsor
Dr Macdonald Tellers The Prime Minister does not understand that
Mr Merton Mr Fraser families in western Sydney need 1.25 wages to pay
Ms Moore Mr Smith their mortgages. What chance do these families have
if they have to pay child care at the rate of $200 per
Pairs week per child? Honourable members should be
aware that the Howard Government has ripped $300
Ms Allan Mr Cochran million out of child-care funding in New South
Mr Rumble Mr J. H. Turner Wales alone and $800 million across Australia. That

Motion agreed to.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES

was the death knell for many child-care centres on
which families depended to enable them to earn
enough to pay their way. Many families who cannot
afford professional child care will be forced to place
their children in the care of unqualified people, with

all the risks that entails. They will not want to do

that but it will be the only choice they have. Women
say to me that while they are trying to assist in

Urgent Motion ) iy
paying off a home their child-care arrangements are

Mrs LO PO' (Penrith—Minister for Pecoming less and less formal, the professionalism
Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister IS disappearing from the care and they are concerned
for Disability Services, and Minister for Women) @bout the effect that is having on their children.

3.46 p.m.]: | : . . .
[ p-m.J: I move The motion is urgent because of the dire

situation in which many elderly people find
themselves because of the Howard Government's
(1) condemns the Federal Government for abolishing a rangeefusal to agree to provide adequate funding for
of programs including the youth training allowance; thehome-care packages. Most home-care programs are
Newstart  allowance ~ for young people and thefndeqd jointly by States and the Commonwealth.
Commonwealth dental schemes;
Over the past few years the New South Wales
(2) criticises the Federal Government for its attack on thd30Overnment has urged the Commonwealth to
young and the old with cuts to nursing homes and childincrease its contribution and has offered to increase
care; the State Government's pro rata contribution. Those
requests have been to no avail. The Government has
8one to the Commonwealth with a request that it
provide more money on the basis that the State will
(4) notes the pain and distress it has caused the people of NdifOvide more money, but the Commonwealth
South Wales, particularly those in Sydney's greater westsovernment is saying that it is not interested in the
and care of older people.

That this House:

(3) states unequivocally its opposition to the introduction of
goods and services tax;
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Consequently, in spite of all the excellenton these matters. First | shall refer to some of the
improvements that New South Wales has made to isutrageous claims made in a Federal election
service by improving administration, there is a greapamphlet circulated by Ms Jackie Kelly.
unmet demand that the Commonwealth could do a
great deal to alleviate, but the Commonwealth does  Any person reading the pamphlet could be
not see that as a problem worth tackling. Manyexcused for thinking that Ms Kelly was running for
elderly people are being forced, quite unnecessarily seat in a State election, because she refers to such
into nursing homes because without the support ddtate responsibilities as local waterways, parks and
home-care services their families are simply unablescreational areas, road black spots, Neighbourhood
to cope with them at home. Watch, State schools, flooding, the lakes and the

Nepean hospital. Ms Kelly would appear to be

The motion is urgent because of the thousandsonfused about whether she is standing for election
of New South Wales residents who are todayo Federal, State or local government. The truth is
suffering from toothache or are battling with medicalthat both Ms Kelly and Mr Bartlett, the Federal
conditions caused by poor dental health. It is urgenhember for Macquarie, have stood foursquare
because of the suffering of all those who have beebehind Mr Howard in all his endeavours. Since the
waiting months or even years for such a basi¢ederal coalition Government was elected Mr
necessity as a good set of false teeth. That positiddoward has given a new meaning to a phrase he
has come about because John Howard, with orteought would be a big political plus for him.
ruthless stroke of the pen, decimated the free dental
health program. He withdrew the $34 million that Mr Howard has referred to people as
the Commonwealth had been contributing, slashingHoward's battlers". The term "Howard's battlers”
available funds by 36 per cent. Waiting lists haveéhas taken on an entirely new meaning. The new
blown out enormously as a consequence, andoward's battlers are the tens of thousands of people
waiting times have escalated well beyond whain Sydney's west who are now facing an even higger
might be considered to be a reasonable delay ibattle to make ends meet than they did before this
receiving attention. champion of the battler came to office. John Howard

has made life more difficult, more stressful and

All of that quite unnecessary suffering hasmore physically painful for tens of thousands of
come about because John Howard decided to sawesidents in Sydney's west. What is more, he shows
money to reduce the deficit. In all of this the peopleevery intention of making things worse if he is
of western Sydney have been the biggest losers. Tlydven the opportunity to do so.
provision of care for the disabled is another issue
that needs to be addressed. In March | went to  The Federal member for Lindsay and the
Canberra seeking funding for care for the disabled-ederal member for Macquarie proved to be no
The State contributes $318 million to that care. Thelynamic duo when it came to defending the welfare
Federal Government contributes $107 million. Theof the families in the west against Howard's attacks.
State requested that the Commonwealth Governmewthat sort of stand did they take when Mr Howard
meet its contributions dollar for dollar. In this Statetold his party that the free dental health scheme was
we face the appalling spectacle of families having t@oing out the window? They were nowhere to be
look after their children for 60 years. Many peopleseen. There was not a word of protest from either of
need placements in a disability care facility but areghem. How did those members fight when Mr
unable to find one. The position is becomingHoward told his party that child-care funding was to
increasingly more difficult. The disability population be gutted? Not very hard at all. In fact, the Federal
is growing, yet the Commonwealth Government actsnember for Lindsay said that no family would be
as though it were shrinking. worse off under the Howard child-care policies. She

does not talk to the same people | talk to, people

It is appropriate to examine the role played bywho are wringing their hands because they do not
members of the Howard Government who ar&know what to do with their children.
supposed to represent the people of Sydney's greater
west. That is why it is necessary to ask whether they Did those members support the efforts of the
stood up for those whom they are supposed tblew South Wales Government to increase funding
represent when it came to the crunch on issueéer home and community care programs? No, of
vitally affecting the daily lives of large numbers of course they did not. | would bet my bottom dollar
residents of the area. This afternoon | should like téhat they sat passively at party meetings and put
examine in particular the performance of the Federaheir hands up to be counted while the people they
member for Macquarie and the Federal membewrere elected to represent went down the drain. The
Lindsay to determine just how vigilant they haveduo are again putting up their hands to be counted.
been in guarding the interests of their constituent$his time it is not their leader who will be doing the
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counting but the people who they have abandonedeet youth initiatives and programs, so silent as to
and deserted. Those who will be doing the countingge deafening. Where was the honourable member
are the people who have really learned the meanirfgr Fairfield when youth groups came to Parliament
of the term "Howard's battlers" and who areHouse about the lack of a youth Minister, the lack
reminded of that every day when their teeth acheyf a youth bureau and the Government's closure of
when they pay their child-care fees, when they visiyouth employment programs? The Minister for
their mother or father in a nursing home and wheffommunity Services referred to the Commonwealth
they have to battle to cope with an elderly parent adental health program. What a joke! | have just
home. It is the new battlers who will have the lastdriven 2,000 kilometres around the north-east of this
say when the time comes, and that is not far away. State talking to communities, small and large, about
health. Just before | started on my journey |
Mrs SKINNER (North Shore) [3.56 p.m.]: | received a copy of the New England public health
have much pleasure in addressing this motion. Thenit dental waiting list figures for the month of July.
motion provides the coalition with an opportunity to
demonstrate how bereft the Labor Party in New The average time someone in the jurisdiction
South Wales is of ideas of its own and how it shirksof the New England public health unit has been
its responsibilities in providing for the people of thiswaiting for dental health care is four years.
State. By way of an amendment to this motion IGovernment members should recognise that that is
shall give Government members an opportunity tewo years longer than they were waiting when the
vote and show that they stand by the economiCommonwealth dental health program ended. It is
policies of their colleagues in Canberra. So fathe State Government that has failed to meet the
honourable members have heard nothing buiental needs of the people of New South Wales. |
complaints about the Federal Governmentwas shocked to find that the waiting list figures
Government members have not told us how theghowed that 2,500 people were waiting for dental
feel about the Federal Opposition. They have ndealth care. In the month of July only three people
spoken about their responsibilities in servicereceived treatment. | was told that that was a
provision for the people of this State. mistake because only emergency patients were being
o ~_ treated, not people on the dental waiting list.
The Minister has referred to a lack of training pyrthermore, patients have to wait for six weeks to
programs and has spoken about employment-relatg@iain emergency dental care because the Minister
matters for young people. It is ludicrous that thistor Health has failed to meet his responsibility to
Government, which in its first budget removed allygjiver dental health care to people of this State. It

youth  employment programs, raises youthag nothing to do with Commonwealth Government
employment as a concern. Where have Governmepf;is in funding for the dental program.

members been? Why are some of the younger
members of the Government not speaking up in If the Minister for Health were really

caucus meetings and party forums? | was director Qfycerned he would spend $34 million to provide
the Office of Youth Affairs and | know very well jona) health care to the people of this State. In the
what youth employment programs were in placqorhern Rivers Area Health Service 9,000 people
when the New South Wales coalition Government o \yaiting for dental care because the Government
was in office. The Carr Government in its firSt,,q yhe Minister for Health wiped their hands of the
budget abolished every youth employment Program.,oplem. The Minister has struck a deal with the

Shame on all Government members. for theirCommonwealth to obtain extra funding for health
. ) .~ which is not tied. He is in a position to allocate
silence, and shame on them for their hypocrisy in
. i L . money for dental care.
now trying to divert responsibility for this to the
Commonwealth Government. The Commonwealt
Government has done many things to enhance t
opportunities of young people. Government members

have not taken into consideration the successes \(/)vforrielzfd tggouﬁoggﬁzzrliarr:erl be;rh(:&rd F?:ar:slljorle Iihe
initiatives such as the work for the dole program P

Under that program the Federal Government hagmlster for Health to allocate funds to provide

given young people an opportunity to learn som (_antal care o the 9’090 people in the Northern
skills and to get jobs. ivers Area Health Service. The honourable member

for Fairfield should be concerned about his own
constituents, but | suspect he does not care about
them. In Coffs Harbour 2,000 people are waiting for

Mrs SKINNER: The honourable member for dental care. It is an absolute tragedy that people who
Fairfield is silent about his Government's failure toare least able to afford dental care are being

Elenterruption]

Mr Tripodi: Slave labour!
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forced—not by the Commonwealth but by the Newinto line with the responsibilities of this State
South Wales Government—to go without it. Parliament. | move:

I cannot think of anything more debilitating for ~ That the motion be amended by leaving out all
people than problems with the mouth and teeth. words after the word "House" with a view to
They have difficulty eating and problems associated inserting instead:
with well-being. Often, because their dental problem
is exacerbated, they are required to go into hospital (1) "notes the campaign between Labor's policy with the
where they occupy acute-care beds. It is hypocritical pro-job, pro-economic development tax reform plans

. released by the Federal Liberal and National parties,
in the extreme. The New South Wales Government described as recently as yesterday by Dr Ann

has absolutely shirked its responsibility to provide Harding of the University of Canberra as a package
dental care. | refer honourable members to the likely to deliver efficiency gains and create a more
infamous promise about hospital waiting lists. robust tax base for funding the future delivery of

Honourable members opposite and the Minister for Government services’

Health have conveniently forgotten that when the (2) calls on the Premier and other members of the

coalition Government was last in office in New Government to state to the people of New South
South Wales dental patients were included on Wales why they and the New South Wales Labor
hospital waiting lists. The Opposition has released Party support the Federal Opposition's tax policy,

" ; : variously described as 'anti-job’, 'trivial', 'bizarre’, ‘an
the waiting list figures and members of the press attempt to play the polics of envy' and ‘a Gareth

gallery downstairs have copies. | can also provide Evans’ joke"
copies to honourable members.
(3) condemns the Carr Government for abolishing youth

Mr Tripodi: Are they printed? employment programs and downgrading all other
State youth services for failing to meet its

. responsibilities to provide dental health services for
Mrs SKINNER: YeS, they ha.Ve been pl’lnted the peop|e of New South Wales;

many times. | can provide the clippings to the
honourable member. Dental care patients were (4) criticises the Carr Government for its attack on the
included on the waiting lists when the coalition was young and the ‘old with its inadequate funding for
. L. . . programs which support families at risk, and hospital
in government. Because of political expediency, in and community health services upon which older
March 1995 the Minister for Health dropped dental people rely; and

care patients off the waiting list.
(5) notes the pain and distress the Carr Government has

caused the people of New South Wales, particularly

Mr Tripodi: No, it was because of Federal those living in Sydney's greater west."

cuts.

The coalition is taking a leadership role by diverting

~ Mrs SKINNER: The honourable member for the debate back to matters which are rightly the
Fairfield should get his facts right. There was gesponsibility of this Parliament. The amendment to
Labor Government in Canberra at the timethe motion refers to the failure of the New South
Obviously a number of honourable membersyales Government to meet its responsibilities for a
opposite do not propose to contribute to the debate.Whole range of people, from the very young to the
suspect they will be totally embarrassed when thigery old, and particularly those living in Sydney's
information is circulated throughout their electoratesgreater west.
Federal Government expenditure on child care has
risen to $1.1 billion, and it is forecast that by 2000- Ms HARRISON (Parramatta—Minister for
2001 it will have increased to $1.3 billion. ThatSport and Recreation) [4.06 p.m.]: It gives me great

represents a growth in funding, not a reduction irfPleasure to speak to this debate and to support the
funding. remarks of my colleagues. | do not need to repeat

the litany of problems caused by the Howard
In relation to aged care services, for yeard>overnment in Sydney's west. Those problems

under the previous Labor Government the conditio§OUId not have occurred without the support of the

of Australia's nursing homes worsened. | hav rime Ministers colleagues, who pretend 1o
spoken about this matter in this House on a numb

represent the interests of the people of this region.
of occasions. The Gregory report, a rewew§hore did not attempt to defend any of her Federal

he fact that the honourable member for North
conducted by the Australian Labor Party, expose olleagues during her address was a telling point.

the problem, but the Federal Labor Government di

nothing to fix it. This motion is nothing more than a | will tell the House how one of those so-
political stunt. | propose to move an amendment t@alled representatives looks after his constituents.
the motion to make it more realistic and to bring itThe member for Parramatta, Ross Cameron, has a
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shameful history when it comes to looking after thegoods and services tax, one has to wonder exactly
interests of working families, women and olderwhat he supports. With a voting record like he has,
Australians. He stands condemned by his votingome people might ask why he was missing when
record. That record includes voting to abolish thehe roll was called following the debate on the
youth training allowance and the Newstart allowancelstra bill and when his leader was talking about
for our young people, despite the fact that youththe importance of gun control. It must be easier to
unemployment has risen by 1.4 per cent andet a pair for a division in Canberra than it is in
employment services have been cut by $150 millionSydney! Voting records aside, the prospect of
another three years of Mr Cameron's party in control
Mr Cameron voted to make drastic cuts toof this country and its economy should be enough to
child-care funding. An amount of $500 million was make the people of this State think long and hard
cut from the 1996 Federal budget and a further $32hefore they vote on Saturday week.
million was cut from the 1997 budget. | do not
remember hearing that the outraged member for  The people of Sydney's west need to think
Parramatta stormed the offices of the Prime Ministecarefully about who they want to govern this
or the Treasurer demanding that his constituentsountry and influence their future and their
benefit from funding. In fact | know the only office children's future. They need to think about whether
he has definitely been into is Pauline Hanson'sheir interests and needs are being considered or
following her infamous maiden speech to Federaignored. They must decide which party can provide
Parliament. Mr Cameron expressed the hope that leem with the security they need and deserve in
could discuss differences of opinion with her andevery area of their lives. They need the basic
perhaps even persuade her to a differing viewpoint. security of knowing they can get a job and can keep
it without having to worry that some cruel
It is a pity that Mr Cameron did not try the government economic scheme could result in
same tactic on his leader. Thanks to Mr Camerorynemployment for them or members of their family.
parents in Sydney's west now have to pay up tdhey must have a basic level of support to enable
$780 more each year for child-care services and, tilvem to work when they need to, knowing that their
add insult to injury, he voted to delay the child-carechildren will be provided with affordable child care.
payments legislation. In one of the worst attacks offhey must have access to basic medical services and
the elderly people of this country Mr Cameron andknow that they can get through the latter part of
his colleagues voted to introduce nursing homeheir lives in basic comfort with a fundamental
bonds and income testing for residents of nursingegree of dignity, and financial security. They need
homes. By voting for the aged care legislation hdéo know that they will not be slugged with a goods
helped to strip $500 million from nursing homeand services tax on everything they do and
funding and imposed a yearly fee of $4,380 for everything they buy.
bed in a nursing home.
People should appreciate what the introduction
He voted for the budget which abolished theof a GST will mean; the cost of food, clothing, gas,
Commonwealth dental scheme. Under Federal Lab@lectricity, telephone calls, rent and child care will
almost half a million low income Australians rise. In other words, our basic needs and the basic
received free basic or emergency dental care fromeeds of the people of Sydney's west will cost more
the Commonwealth dental health program. Theavith a GST. We will be asked to bear the burden of
coalition's decision has helped to create a 24-montthis new tax, which will drastically affect our lives
waiting list for dental services in some areas foin many ways. | ask the people of Sydney's west to
routine dental services which should be available tthink long and hard about whether they want higher
all of us without delay. Just to make sure he had nqtrices at supermarkets, service stations, barber
missed anyone, Mr Cameron, having already got tehops, chemists, cinemas, shoe stores, clothing
the kids, the teenagers, the job seekers, the munspres, newsagents and nursing homes. They should
the dads, the grandmothers and the grandfatheisjn with me and my western Sydney colleagues in
voted to exclude whole groups of employees fromotally opposing what the Federal coalition has
their rights relating to unfair dismissal when healready done to them, and even worse what it plans
voted for the workplace relations amendmento do.
legislation. Now Mr Cameron wants to give us all a
goods and services tax to add to the cost of living Dr KERNOHAN (Camden) [4.11 p.m.: |
which he has already made impossible for mangupport the amendment. | have been listening
people in his electorate. carefully to what Government members have said
about this motion. The Minister for Community
Having listened to Mr Cameron on radio thisServices and the Minister for Sport and Recreation
morning telling a caller how to avoid paying theappeared to be amazed when they talked about their
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Federal colleagues taking over local issues. It is natcently—immediately prior to an election! Those
surprising that this has happened, because somebaihemes were to have been constructed following
has to do it! It would appear that State politiciansthe last State election, but have been deferred time
are not looking after western Sydney. | support thend again.

amendment which asks the House to note the pain

and distress that the Carr Government has caused Mrs Beamer: That is not true, and we are not
the people of New South Wales, particularly thoseven going to charge them for it.

living in Sydney's greater west. What has the greater

west got out of the Carr Labor Government? Dr KERNOHAN: | am not referring to the
Promises, promises, promises. What promises hawicton sewerage scheme, which was supposed to be
been fulfilled? Not many, certainly not funding for constructed after the last election; | am talking about
the tollway, that great promise on which Labor camehe other backlog schemes. But | will now talk about

to office. Picton, because it has been held up for four years.
Other backlog schemes were due to start but they
Mrs Lo Po'": You put it there. have been put on the backburner until now, just

prior to an election. The Carr Government has
Dr KERNOHAN: The Government promised certainly inflicted pain and distress on the people of
to take it away. The coalition made no promisesvestern Sydney.
whatsoever. The Government made promises, but
broke them. The Government has let down the Mrs BEAMER (Badgerys Creek) [4.16 p.m.]:
people because of its broken promises. The people of western Sydney are doing it tough
under the policies of the Howard Government. When
Mr Tripodi: Which ones? You are making it the Prime Minister took office he promised to look
up. after the battlers and to make them relaxed and
comfortable, but his policies have done the reverse.
Dr KERNOHAN: Go back to dreamland. The It is particularly galling when one considers the
tollways are not dreamland, they are a nightmare teffect his policies have had on the people of the
the people who travel along them. west. John Howard owed it to them to do the right
thing. At the last Federal poll Jackie Kelly was
Mrs Beamer: If they are a nightmare, why did elected in Lindsay and Kerry Bartlett was elected in
you introduce them? Macquarie—two coalition members of Parliament
elected to represent western Sydney.
Dr KERNOHAN: The tollways have not been
funded, as promised by the Labor Government. How have their policies affected the everyday
What has the Labor Government done? Althouglives of the people they purport to represent? Jackie
nine Cabinet Ministers represent the interests dfelly and Kerry Bartlett voted in Federal Parliament
western Sydney, Cabinet has not been able tm abolish the youth training allowance and the
change anything or make things better. The MinisteNewstart allowance for young people. Since the
for Community Services said that the people irelection of the Howard Government, youth
western Sydney pay 1% times their wages on theiinemployment has risen by 1.4 per cent, while
mortgages. The system does not work. It giveemployment services have been reduced by a
nothing back to the community. The Governmentdisgraceful $150 million. Most people think that
promised it would fix up the hospitals. A new Jackie Kelly is a nice person, as she goes about her
hospital was promised for the electorate of Camderhusiness in Penrith, but when she goes down to
The people of Camden are scared because, althou@lanberra she betrays her constituents. | saw Jackie
there has been a proposal to upgrade the hospit#delly standing on a podium at the opening of a
my constituents do not trust the Carr Laborschool hall. She told the young people that they
Government. should have goals and ambitions—very laudable.
She said that they should want to buy a home and
The Camden local papers report the views ofiet she told them to make their goals realistic
the people of Camden. They are terrified that thébecause one-third of you will be unemployed". That
Carr Labor Government will transfer hospitalis what she told the schoolchildren!
services to Campbelltown and not to Camden. That
is not merely my opinion. My constituents have said She is not content with 28 per cent youth
that through various local groups, as has the counciltnemployment, she wants it increased to 33.5 per
They speak about distrust and how badly they haveent, and $150 million abolished from the Newstart
been treated by the Carr Labor Government. Thallowance. That is the kind of thing that | hear in
backlog sewerage scheme has been referred may electorate. | have attended a number of meetings
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of aged-care providers. At the height of thejssues that have become relevant for the third day
controversy about nursing homes, when th@unning. It really is like Groundhog Day in the

backbench was in revolt, Miss Kelly told aged-carepafiament this week. Two days ago the New South
providers that this was the best thing that had evefyales Government moved to condemn the Federal
happened to them. That was just before JONg,yernment over its proposed tax reforms—reforms
Howard did the first of his minor backfllp_s. MS \hat the State Government was championing 12
Kelly has betrayed the people of Sydney time an%onths ago. On radio 12 months ago the Premier
again. called for tax reform in Australia. Yesterday the

Government was critical of the Federal

Those policies of the Federal Government hav% , - ) )
. .. .Government's $250 million regional infrastructure
caused severe hardship for many of the families in

. .~ fund. The State Labor Government has put a donut,
the Federal electorates of Lindsay and Macquarie, in . . . . .

fact the families across western Sydney. | live in aft big zero, into regional information technology.
electorate that has a greater proportion of young
people than the State average. It is 16.6 per cent of Today the Government. has become. even more
the State population and 14.4 per cent of th(gesperate. It moved a motion condemning four or
national population. Ms Kelly told them that a third fiV€ Programs that the Federal Government is
of their number will be unemployed—because thdnvolved with. It is desperation stakes on the part of
Federal Government does not have policies thdhe Labor Party. In the 10 days before the election |
generate long-term jobs. The Prime Minister sai@ncourage Government members to sit back and
that it would be one of his greatest grievances if h€njoy themselves, because after the 3 October
faced the next election not having reduced youtglection the fur will really be flying within the
unemployment. Not once has he apologised for thid,abor Party. Federal Labor leaders Kim Beazley and
his greatest shame, particularly in western Sydneyzareth Evans will find their heads on the chopping
Jackie Kelly has betrayed the young people in heblock. Who will it be? Will it be Mark Latham or
electorate. Simon Crean?

The Federal Government is destroying the The motion before the House is a desperation
fabric of our community. It is saying to our young measure. It has been desperation week for a
people that they will be on the scrap heap oflesperate Labor Party. An amendment to the motion
unemployment for the duration of their youth. Iwas moved by the shadow minister for health, soon
repeat, 28 per cent of young people in my area willp be Minister for Health. The amendment is based
not get jobs. That is appalling! Now the Howardgn a notice of motion in the name of the Leader of
Government proposes a goods and services tax agk National Party that has been on the business
is_ trying to convince the peop_le of the west that itpaper for a couple of days. Yesterday we were told
will be fair. What have the Liberal members whogp, ¢ another matter that has been on the business
represent western Sydney done for the people of th hper for quite a while. The Government has had

? i i i .
area: !n_ . their elgc_tlon pamphlets they clai opportunities to debate that matter, but refused to do
responsibility for building the Claremont Meadows . : :
so. Instead, it has brought on this urgency motion

school, which was a State government initiative. " .
for political expediency.

The Liberals also talk about Glenmore Park

High School. The Leader of the Opposition did not IThe amendment refers to.th.e Fedgral Labor
know about that: Jackie Ke”y claims credit for it. PartyS alternate tax package. Itis Interestlng that Dr

Perhaps she ought to have told the Leader of tHeNn Harding has gone through that package and has
Opposition that it was being built. Liberal membersaffectively ripped it apart. She said that without a
who represent western Sydney electorates hay@nsumption tax Australia would fall over. Ann
consistently turned their backs on the people otarding said our package is likely to deliver
western Sydney. They have made sure that Newstdfficiency gains and create a more robust tax base
and the youth training allowance, all the things thafor funding the future delivery of government
young people in our electorates once had, have beeégrvices. That is Labor's own Dr Ann Harding. The
taken away. They have betrayed the young people iGovernment really is playing games this week,
their electorates. trying to embroil us in a political debate. This
motion is a waste of time and an abuse by the
Mr OAKESHOTT (Port Macquarie) [4.21 Government of this House. There is a very
p.m.]: | should relate an interesting experiencénteresting point to be made about the urgency
involving Hansard. | had to go to the Hansard officemotion, and it relates to the grammar of the motion.
to pick up some notes that | have on Commonwealtraragraph 3 of the motion reads:
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States unequivocally its opposition to the introduction of agther social security benefits". The introduction of
goods and services tax. the common youth allowance on 1 July this year
meant that 46,000 young unemployed people had
‘their unemployment benefits cut. The third promise
that John Howard made was to "never ever
_ , _ introduce a GST". He conned us! Two and a half
gghﬁ wglé’é"n_and distress it has caused the people of NeW, o |ater Australians are being asked to consider
the most radical change to taxation since Federation.
The word "it" is a reference to "This House". SoAt the heart of John Howard's radic_al tax plgn is the
paragraph 4 of the Governments own urgenc?ST: 10 per cgnt on everytr_nng, irrespective of a
motion in effect reads: person's capacity to pay. It is the GST that John
Howard promised he would never introduce.
Notes the pain and distress this House has caused the people
of New South Wales. Young people are angry with John Howard
because they will be among the hardest hit by a
| am happy to debate paragraph 4 because | beliex®ST. The compensation package—the compensation
the Government has caused enormous pain amén by John Howard—is inequitable and unreliable.
distress to people in regional New South WalesThe more you earn, the more the Government will
With regard to mental health in regional New Southgive you in compensation. But if you are earning
Wales, enormous pain and distress has been causk®/000 a year or less, or if you are a student with a
by the New South Wales Labor Government. Dentabart-time job at the local cafe, or if you deliver
health was raised in this debate. It is a burning issueewspapers of a Sunday, you will not pay tax. And,
in regional New South Wales. What about some off you do not pay tax, John Howard cannot give you
the youth programs that the Government has cuwt tax break to compensate you for the inflationary
back—the first-chance programs that the New Soutbffects of a GST.
Wales Government pared back? It has caused much
pain and distress for young people. It is a similar The standard of living for many young, part-
story with the Start to Life youth employmenttime workers will be lowered. They alone will bear
program. What about the pain and distress that thtae brunt of price rises and experience a significant
tollway has caused for the people of western Sydneseduction in their purchasing power. Young people
and many motorists in New South Wales? Aare angry with John Howard because they
member of Parliament who was telling me abouexperience every day what it means to be
time allocations of this House and how much timeunemployed, and without hope of finding a job.
we spend here worked out that every hour we spentbhn Howard's Australia has robbed them of that
in this place costs $250,000. It is a disgraceful wasthope. Upfront education fees, reduced funding for
of the time of the House that honourable membersducation and training, slashed labour market
are debating motions such as thigimie expired programs, and cuts to unemployment benefits, at a
time of rising youth unemployment, will be the
Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [4.26 p.m.]: | legacy of the Howard Government.
am happy to have the opportunity to support the
motion condemning the Prime Minister for his attack When John Howard introduced the common
on young people, because young people in this Stay@uth allowance 13,000 young people were denied
are angry with John Howard. They are angryaccess to unemployment benefits. That is an
because John Howard has failed to meet thadditional 13,000 young people who cannot possibly
challenge of guaranteeing Australian youth a securée compensated for the inflationary effects of a
brighter future. They are angry with John Howardgoods and services tax. That is 13,000 young people
because he lied to them. He made three promisegho have been told that to get by they will have to
that were vital to the wellbeing of young peopleborrow from family and friends. That is 13,000
when he came to office. First, he promised that hgoung people concentrated in pockets like western
would create jobs and get Australians back to workSydney where youth unemployment has skyrocketed
His record is one of dismal failure. Youth to nearly 37 per cent.
unemployment has risen by nearly 3.5 percentage
points since the coalition attained power only 2% John Howard has forced his failure to tackle
years ago. youth unemployment back onto the nation's parents.
Families earning as little as $35,000 a year are
Then, in February 1996, John Howardexpected to feed and clothe their young unemployed
promised to "maintain the real value of pensioradults. However, under John Howard's plan that is
payments to families, including sole parents, and afood plus 10 per cent GST and clothes plus 10 per

The "its" in that case refers to "this House"
Paragraph 4 of the motion reads:
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cent GST—a GST of 10 per cent on every item and Mr Tripodi: Let us not talk about home loans.
service needed by those young people. Many
families, including those in western Sydney, will not Mr MERTON: The honourable member for
be able to cope. | say to my constituents and th€airfield does not want to talk about home loans. |
people of western Sydney: this election is youmould not want to talk about home loan interest
wake-up call. Stop and think! John Howard hagates if my government's policies had resulted in
broken three vital promises about guaranteeingrdinary Australians, including the people of western
people a decent quality of life. He has broken thos&ydney, paying an extra $320 a month or $80 a
promises and now he has refused to promise thatvaeek in interest.
GST will not go above 10 per cent.
Mr Tripodi: What about the HomeFund
| say to my constituents and the people ofdebacle?
western Sydney: if you vote Liberal on 3 October
you will be voting to give tax breaks of up to $80 a Mr MERTON: People were better off under
week to families on $100,000 a year, and you willHomeFund: the interest rate on HomeFund loans
be voting to give yourself a raw deal. Even Drwas lower than the interest rate on home loans
Warren, an architect of Hewson's Fightbackgenerally—and HomeFund loans had a fixed interest
program—which had a GST at its centre—wagate. When Labor took office people were paying
qguoted in theSydney Morning Heraldf Thursday, interest of 11 per cent; when the coalition took
17 September, as saying that the package that Jobffice they were paying 18 per cent. No wonder the
Howard is taking to the people "underestimated th@onourable member for Fairfield does not want to
effects of the GST on the poor, was politicallytalk about home loan interest rates. The Labor
driven and based on clearly unrealistic assumptionsParty's record is abysmal. Although John Howard
| commend the motion to the House. took office only two years ago, he has turned the
$10 billion deficit into a credit.
Mr MERTON (Baulkham Hills) [4.31 p.m.]:
According to Labor, the country will go down the Unemployment has not gone down as much as
gurgler after the Federal election on 3 October. expected but more job opportunities have been
created. | am talking about proper job opportunities,
Mr Tripodi: No, you are leading in the polls. not Government props such as a job painting toilets,
fixing roads and so on. | am talking about fair
Mr MERTON: That is what we heard from dinkum jobs. The greatest legacy the Howard
members opposite. Let them give the GST a run. Government can leave the people of Australia is
do not mind giving the GST a run. Coalition reduced interest rates, which is an improvement on
members are proud to defend a goods and servicdse Federal Labor Government. Under the Howard
tax and the record of the Howard GovernmentGovernment the average family has an extra $80 a
Government members will not like this but let usweek as a result of lower interest rates.
consider the facts. Which political party gave
Australians unemployment of more than 10 per | turn to Labor's tax figures. The dynamic Kim
cent? Which political party gave Australians interesBeazley has been born again; he had a road-to-
rates of nearly 20 per cent—and more in som®amascus experience. Although Labor left the
cases? Which party put Australia in a recession thabuntry in tatters less than two years ago, Kim
was as bad as that in the 1930s? It certainly was n&eazley suddenly has all the answers. He wants the
the Howard Government. It was the noisy memberpeople of Australia to give Labor another go, to trust
opposite. Labor, after it got things wrong last time. Does he
have any policies? Unfortunately, his policies are
According to the old adage, if the point is more of the same. He is not prepared to make the
weak make more noise. The honourable member fdundamental changes necessary to ensure that
Fairfield is a great proponent of that axiom, as nicéustralia can compete on the world market and we
a fellow as he might be. No-one disputes the factlo not end up like some Asian countries.
that when the Howard Government took office
Australia had a deficit of $10 billion. If members The Labor Party has nothing to offer but
opposite dispute that they should talk to Garettbroken promises, shattered ideals and rhetoric that
Evans. The dynamic Gareth Evans—Biggles obelong in the 1950s and 1960s. The coalition is
Tasmania—has admitted that Labor left a black holeffering a positive program which will ensure that
of $10 billion. Members opposite are stuck with thatpeople have jobs, that people can meet their home
cold hard fact, although they do not like it. Whenloan payments and that small businesses can pay
Labor was in government interest rates on homéheir mortgages. Members opposite have taken the
loans were about 17 per cent. proposed GST out of context and tried to say that
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people will pay more. However, the coalition's taxand protection because they are loaded to the hilt
reform package includes the abolition of wholesalavith mortgages. What did Jackie Kelly do for them?
tax, income tax cuts, the abolition of provisional taxShe voted for the Workplace Relations Amendment
and reduced stamp duty. Australia will be better ofBill. She voted to take away the protection those
under the Howard Government. The contributions oforkers had. She sold them out!
members opposite sounded as though they had been
prepared by Labor's advertising agency. It was the = When the decision was taken whether to give
usual soft sell—remember when you voted for this. the elderly some dental care, Jackie Kelly sold the
remember one thing: Paul Keating failed the peoplpeople out once more. The member for Macquarie,
of Australia and Kim Beazley, who was a seniorJenny Bartlett, sold out her constituents; John Fahey
Minister in the Labor Government, is offering themsold out his constituents; and Ross Cameron sold out
the same againTjme expired his constituents. The people were sold out by their
Liberal representatives. The truth will surface at the
Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [4.36 p.m.]: The coming election. Those Liberal politicians can
rhetoric of members opposite amuses me. | suppoparade in their electorates pretending to be Labor
this motion which must be dealt with before themembers of Parliament, but the people have watched
election. Interestingly, members opposite hidghem in Federal Parliament and know that time and
behind the words "tax reform". They do not say "aagain they sell out their constituents. There was the
GST"; they say "tax reform". However, the meaningsale of Telstra, the slashes to child-care funding and
behind the words "tax reform" is simple: tax thenow the introduction of a goods and services tax.
poor more and give the rich tax cuts. That is whafhe people will not forget. The people will make
members opposite call tax reform. It is embarrassingure those Federal Liberal politicians understand
and humiliating. On top of that, Liberal membershow they feel.
representing Federal electorates in western Sydney
are defending their constituencies. What a disgrace! = The Federal Government's record on child-care
They are the political chameleons, the hypocrites. funding is abysmal. In the Fairfield electorate child-
care centres were forced to close. Only the New
When Federal Liberal members wander aroun&outh Wales Government provided more money for
their electorates in western Sydney they pretend tohild care. We believe that women should have the
be Federal Labor members; they say the right thinghoice to work. Both spouses should be able to work
and press the right buttons. However, in the Federdl they so choose. We do not push the white picket
Parliament they vote for coalition policies whichfence, middle-class, Anglo-Saxon view of Australia
hurt their constituents. They are hypocrites andhat John Howard pushes—where the wife stays at
chameleons. They do not have one ounce diome and the husband goes to work. We live in the
integrity. They are a disgrace. | turn to nursingreal world. The Federal Government's slashing of
homes. When elderly people who have made ahild-care funding is a disgrace. The poor families
contribution all their lives by raising children and of western Sydney need assistance because they
paying taxes expect to get something back from thbave to take on second jobs. Liberal members of
Government in their final years the Government tellfarliament from western Sydney did not stand by
them that they must sell their only asset to getheir constituents. They sold them out. Liberal
nursing home care. What a disgrace! Did thepoliticians might pretend to be Labor members of
western Sydney Liberal members of ParliamenParliament in their electorates, but in the Parliament
speak against the changes to nursing homes? Nbey are Liberal and they will be punished for it.
They went into the Parliament, put on the othe[Time expired.
jackets and voted in favour of the changes! They
told the electorates how terrible it would be, but Mrs CHIKAROVSKI (Lane Cove) [4.41
they voted for it. What a disgrace! p.m.]: In speaking against the motion moved by the
Minister for Community Services, Minister for
Federal Liberal politicians do not have anAgeing, Minister for Disability Services, and
ounce of integrity, but they will get what they Minister for Women | must say that | am absolutely
deserve in the coming election because the peopéppalled at the hypocrisy of the Government. The
are not stupid. The people will not cop it. At the endfirst part of the motion talks about the Federal
of the day the decision will be made and Jackigsovernment abolishing a range of programs
Kelly will not be able to do her backflips anymore.including the youth training allowance and the
She will not be able to sell out the people anymoreNewstart allowance. The New South Wales
Jackie Kelly voted also for the new workplaceGovernment abolished all youth employment
relations bill. The people from the Lindsay electorateprograms in this State in its first budget! In its first
are decent and hard working. They need job securityudget it said that the young people of New South
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Wales did not count. Its attitude was, "We don'tpolicy. The honourable member for Fairfield said
need to worry about providing the young peoplepeople will pay more money with a goods and
with employment programs because we don't reallgervices tax. The other part of the equation is always
think there is a problem with youth unemployment.” forgotten! The tax reform is viewed in the eyes of
those opposite as a goods and services tax only.

My recollection is that at that time roughly 35
per cent of young people were unemployed, but Bob The tax reform package put forward by the
Carr said that the young people of New South Walesloward Government is more than that. It is a
did not need support. The first thing it did in office package that includes income tax cuts. Combining
was abolish all funding for youth employmentthat with the much smaller amounts people now pay
programs, yet its members have the hide to suggesh their mortgages, they will be much better off. To
that the Federal Government has problems allocatingpggest, as the New South Wales Government has,
funds for youth employment! This Governmentthat the Howard Government is doing anything other
showed no heart towards the young people of Newhan the best for Australia is a complete and utter
South Wales. | am disappointed that the honourablée. It is totally hypocritical because every economic
member for Fairfield left the Chamber because hisommentator in the country has said that the
contribution to this debate was totally hypocritical. Howard Government showed the courage to lead the
He complained that elderly people will be forced tonation into the next millennium. All Beazley has is a
sell their homes. vote-grabbing package, which will not persuade the

people of Australia to vote for himTjme expired.

The honourable member for Liverpool said on
radio recently that he felt no compunction that the ~ Mr IEMMA  (Hurstville) [4.46 p.m.]: This
Government was forcing old people to sell theirmotion encapsulates the reason for so much
homes because they cannot pay their land tax. Sorfésappointment, disillusionment and anger with a
constituents in my electorate have lived in theifederal Government that promised comfort and
homes for 50 years. The New South Waled€laxation. The motion mentions each group worst
Government is forcing people in my electorate 2ffected by Howard Government policies. The
some of whom are aged 75 years and 85 years, henourable member for The Hills spoke about the
sell their homes to pay land tax. How dare thd~ederal Government's fine record of restoring the
honourable member for Fairfield claim to bebudget from a $10 billion deficit to a surplus. The
concerned about the elderly! How dare thgnotion refers to all of those who paid for that
honourable member for Liverpool laugh at thesSurplus. That sur.plus was built on the suffe_ring of
elderly in my electorate because for some reasdfi€ elderly, the sick, the young and the low-income
they do not count! working families.

The honourable member for Liverpool doessuffer-irnhe or?atr;gseG(:evoerlTamt?rgtu Lrla:helngijc(;egt l:t)geck
not care that elderly widows and war widows in myin (0] surglus That vaefnment V\?as not comrgr]ﬂtted to
electorate are so stressed about being able to afforaI ) SUTpIUS. .
. Mmaintaining the social safety net that protected those
to pay the land tax imposed on them that they suffer o i .
: " . , people. It said, "No, we will not shift the safety net.
medical conditions, but his Government will force

them to sell their homes. The honourable membe\fve will give you comfort and reIaxatlon',I but we
st want to fiddle around the edges.” It then

for Fairfield accused the Federal Government : .
doing a backflip. This is the same man who SuoPort roceeded to cut the social safety net to pieces and
9 . bp rough that net fell the elderly, the sick, the

Backflip Bob. It was extraordinary that he had thedisabled, the young and the low-income working

courage to use that word in this House. Backfli, s “That is how the budget was brought back
Bob cannot keep a promise for more than 24 hour::mto surplus

He makes a promise, a statement, picks up the
Sydney Morning Heraldsees that it has the wrong Despite the budget being in surplus, there is

headline, and says, "Sorry, we have to change oy qp, anger, disillusionment and disappointment

minds.” with the current Federal Government. Yes, it is more
) ) ) than a goods and services tax. The tax reform
Backflip Bob is leading New South Wales pnackage of the leader that promised comfort and
down the gurgler. The people of this State look tQe|axation represents the most fundamental income
Backflip Bob and say, "This is not leadership, this isshft from low and middle income earners to high
not someone on whom we can rely." The peoplghncome earners any government has attempted since
have no confidence in the Premier of this Statgederation. It is a transfer from the poor to the rich.

because he doeS not kI’IOW hOW to keep a promise %at is Why th|s is more than just a goods and
provide leadership. He does not have consisteRfryices tax.
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There are many other elements to the packageoved an amendment to this motion. | would have
It is a transfer from the battlers through to thosdiked to have moved an amendment to scrap four of
who do not need tax cuts. Of course big tax cuts arthe five points contained in the motion and to
involved in the package but they are aimed at theoncentrate on the pain and distress the Government
top end of the income bracket, those who do nofas caused the people of New South Wales,
need the tax cuts. They are paid for by cuts t@articularly those in Sydney's greater west. | would
things such as child care, the dental health schem@ave added to that, "and in the country towns and
aged services, disability services, higher educatioryillages throughout the rest of New South Wales as
and the provision of social housing—all the thingswell”. That is what this Government can be proud of
that were put in place to maintain the social safetys it approaches the end of its term of office.
net. They are the things that get cut to pay for the
big tax cuts for the top end of town, for big income Everyone in this House, everyone in this State,

earners, and to pay for the things the GST will hit. gnd everyone throughout Australia recognises the_re
is a great and urgent need for tax reform. That is

Yes, it is more than just a GST. Yes, it is gabsolutely indisputable—everyone agrees. We have

radical and fundamental tax reform package, but natll been talking about it for years. Discussion was
the kind of thing the people were expecting in 19904¢d @ decade ago by the then Treasurer—the

when they voted for this Federal Government. It iSTreasurer we had to have, or was it the recession we

not the sort of comfort and relaxation they werehad to havg—PguI Keqting. He spoke vigorously in
upport of it until he did the numbers and realised

promised. It is not the sort of fiddiing at the edge e could not carry the political heat from it. He and
they thought they were going to get. They though any people on his side of politics spoke in favour

that they would get more of the same, that the sociﬂ:c 2 GST at the time
safety net would stay in place, that the budget would '
be back in balance, that there would be some serious : : .
. . No lesser economic luminary than the Premier
attempt to do something with youth unemployment f New South Wales is al d .
and that a vote for the Liberal-National partiesb ow (.)l.Jt ales 15 aso on record as supporting
Id t rid of that dreaded Mr Keai dthe imposition of a GST. That is not really what the
wou h_ge fl Ig b ak reade ¢ tr ga 'Tg "’t‘.n we are talking about. We are talking about a full
e\{eryt Fl)nglvl\éou ) DE Okay—comiort and relaxalioNietorm of the nation's tax package—long overdue,
minus Paul Keating. and recognised by all of us as courageously put
forward as the key item in a Federal election

However, people did not get more of the Samecampaign. One cannot be more honest than that.
The Federal Government has attacked the elderlﬁveryone knows we need tax reform. Let us not

the sick, the disabled, young people and low income iy it again, because if we do we will be putting it

earners. These people have been systematically tor 5 couple of decades, and everyone knows we
attacked since this Federal Government came tQ st have it.

office, culminating in the most pernicious fiscal
measure that any government has ever proposed—  The Federal issues raised in the House this
that is, the GST. Not only will a whole range of yeek demonstrate how desperate the Federal Labor
consumer items be taxed but for the first timeparty is: it has had to call on the Carr Labor
services will be taxed. Who relies on services thesgyernment for support. Everyone—even the State
most? The very groups that are mentioned in thigovernment—knows that we must have tax reform,
motion, the very groups that have been the subje¢fyt the Government does not want to debate the
of most of the suffering since March 1996. amendment, which is a challenge to the Government
to defend the Federal ALP's so-called tax reform.
As the honourable member for Fairfield This urgency is all about trying to block the analysis
mentioned, western Sydney Federal MPs wergnd debate the Opposition wanted to have on the

elected on a platform of looking after the battlers inALP's so-called Federal tax reform, as proposed by
Parramatta, Lindsay and Macquarie. What have theyie Beazley Opposition.

been doing over the past couple of years? They were
in the party room with John Howard, putting up One thing Government members want to keep
their hands and supporting all these measurestnder wraps and out of the view of the Australian
withdrawal of the dental health scheme, the cuts tpeople is that if the people vote for the Beazley tax
higher education and the cuts to child care. Theplan rather than for genuine tax reform with real
were doing their best to inflict pain, and that is whyintegrity, as proposed by the Howard-Fischer
in a week's time many of them will not be returnedGovernment, they have to accept the rest of that
to office. [Time expired. package. If we buy the Beazley tax package we have
to buy the rest of his package, which includes
Mr CHAPPELL (Northern Tablelands) [4.51 Gareth Evans, Simon Crean and Martin Ferguson. Is
p.m.]: | regret that another member has alreadthat what the Australian people really want?
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Ms Meagher: Yes. we are saying to members opposite that this is the
problem the Federal Liberal Government has
Mr CHAPPELL: Come on, let us be honest presented. Members opposite receive the same sorts
about that. That package Labor is offering include®f complaints but they teflon themselves against
those people to run this country! them. They are pretending it is not happening. This
is a grassroots proposal; these people are hurting.
Mr lemma: They were running the country They have been hurt by the Howard Government.
until 1996.
Mr Chappell: Every other State Government
Mr CHAPPELL: | do not believe that has put more money into the dental scheme than this
Government members can credibly argue that cas€overnment.
For them to try to show that the proposed Federal
tax package is targeting the poor people of western Mrs LO PO | have to be fair—the
Sydney is just unbelievable hypocrisy. Honourabldonourable member for Northern Tablelands was the
members know that the issue underlying all theonly coalition member to concede that there has
complaints here today—such as the loss of servicdgeen a loss of services. Six members from the Tory
and so forth, which | acknowledge—is jobs. Reakide contributed to the debate, and he is the only one
jobs growth will only be sustained by a strong andvho understands that people are hurting. | have no
vital economy. What has the Federal Governmenight to pick on him. These issues have been raised
provided so far: controlled inflation, the lowest inat the grassroots level, not from the top down. This
decades; controlled interest rates, the lowest i a grassroots campaign. People are hurting because
decades; controlled national debt, the lowest inheir Liberal protectors are not protecting them.
decades—in fact, in credit; industrial relationsPeople come to Labor members' offices talking
reform; and, finally, taxation reform, the final major about their need for dentures, about their child-care
plank of the package. arrangements and about aged care. People say to us,
"My mum and dad went through the Depression,
Honourable members and the people in thé¢hey went through the Second World War and now,
State know that this is the final plank in the packagén the twilight years of their lives, they are expected
that will deliver real reform to this nation. The to sell—"
package will point us in the right direction and make
it possible for the Federal Government, the State Mrs Skinner: You have no shame.
governments and the private sector to produce real
and sustainable jobs growth, which will help the Mrs LO PO The honourable member for
future of this country. That is what we have to do.North Shore should not take such a supercilious,
Let us not squib it again, because we have done thatrogant, north shore attitude. The people | am
in the past and it has reflected poorly on the natiortalking about are real people who live in real
Let us get on and support the tax package proposetiburbs and who have very few assets. The
by the Federal Government from which we will all honourable member for North Shore has no right to
benefit. [Time expired take an arrogant attitude about the people in my
electorate. They are the real people who forged this
Mrs LO PO' (Penrith—Minister for country. How dare the honourable member for North
Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister Shore adopt a supercilious, snobbish attitude to the
for Disability Services, and Minister for Women) people in my electorate!
[4.56 p.m.], in reply: | thank all honourable
members who have participated in the debate, Mrs Skinner: Jackie Kelly is a real person.
particularly the honourable members representing the
electorates of Fairfield, Cabramatta, and Hurstville, Mrs LO PO" Jackie Kelly can be as real as
who reflected the community's views. Is it anyshe likes, but she does not protect my voters—or her
wonder the Government has had to move a motioawn voters, more to the point. She does not go to
in relation to its concerns about the inability ofbat for the people who are old, for those who are
western Sydney Liberal politicians to serve theidisabled and the people who need funds. Those
community? The State coalition members are exactlgeople needed assistance yesterday, not tomorrow.
the same: they are not listening.
Mr Smith: That is your responsibility.
We have not invented these issues in the
caucus room: our constituents have raised them with  Mrs LO PO" It is not this Government's
us. They are scared spitless about a GST; they aresponsibility. This Government gives $3 for every
deeply concerned about child care; they come to ukl. All we hear from the Tories is that a goods and
about their dental problems. We listen to them andervices tax would replace the wholesale tax. There
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has never been a tax on services, but under a goods
and services tax there would be. Every time
coalition members refer to a goods and services tax
they say that it would replace the wholesale tax. |
say that it is a tax on services: it is a tax on dry
cleaning, electricity—

Ms Meagher: On food.

Mrs LO PO" Yes, it is a tax on food. It is a
tax on meat, fruit and vegetables. Coalition members
appear comfortable with the proposal that elderly
pensioners be given a couple of thousand dollars for
the rest of their lives. They think that is okay. It is
no wonder that the Government had to move this
motion today. Labor Party members are the only
people who give a damn about those who are
disadvantaged.

Mrs Skinner: Give them dental care then.

Mrs LO PO Get back in your box! Labor
Party members are the only people who listen to
constituents. We have moved this motion today
because the people need to know that they are being
dudded by their Federal western Sydney Liberal
Party politicians. Coalition members here are just as
bad. They do not listen and they do not care.

Question—That the words stand—put.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES

Noes, 40
Mr Armstrong Mr O'Farrell
Mr Beck Mr D. L. Page
Mr Blackmore Mr Peacocke
Mr Brogden Mr Phillips
Mr Chappell Mr Photios
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Richardson
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon
Mr Debnam Mr Rozzoli
Mr Ellis Mr Schipp
Ms Ficarra Ms Seaton
Mr Glachan Mrs Skinner
Mr Hartcher Mr Small
Mr Hazzard Mrs Stone
Mr Humpherson Mr Tink

Dr Kernohan

Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross

Mr MacCarthy

Mr Merton

Mr Oakeshott

Mr O'Doherty
Pairs

Ms Allan

Mr Carr

Mr Rumble

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor

Tellers
Mr Fraser
Mr Smith

Mr Cochran
Mr Collins
Mr Jeffery

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Amendment negatived.
Mrs SKINNER: Mr Speaker, under Standing

Order 157 | require you to put each paragraph of the

motion as a separate question.
Question—That paragraph (1) of the motion

The House divided.

Ayes, 47
Mr Amery Mr Martin
Mr Anderson Ms Meagher
Ms Andrews Mr Mills
Mr Aquilina Ms Moore
Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Clough Mr Nagle
Mr Crittenden Mr Neilly
Mr Debus Ms Nori
Mr Face Mr E. T. Page
Mr Gaudry Mr Price
Mr Gibson Dr Refshauge
Mrs Grusovin Mr Rogan
Mr Harrison Mr Scully
Ms Harrison Mr Shedden
Mr Hunter Mr Stewart
Mr lemma Mr Sullivan
Mr Knight Mr Tripodi
Mr Knowles Mr Watkins
Mr Langton Mr Whelan
Mrs Lo Po' Mr Woods
Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon
Mr McBride Tellers
Mr McManus Mr Beckroge
Mr Markham Mr Thompson

be agreed to—put.

The House divided.

Ayes, 47 ]
Mr Amery Mr Martin
Mr Anderson Ms Meagher
Ms Andrews Mr Mills
Mr Aquilina Ms Moore
Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Clough Mr Nagle
Mr Crittenden Mr Neilly
Mr Debus Ms Nori
Mr Face Mr E. T. Page
Mr Gaudry Mr Price
Mr Gibson Dr Refshauge
Mrs Grusovin Mr Rogan
Mr Harrison Mr Scully
Ms Harrison Mr Shedden
Mr Hunter Mr Stewart
Mr lemma Mr Sullivan
Mr Knight Mr Tripodi
Mr Knowles Mr Watkins
Mr Langton Mr Whelan
Mrs Lo Po’ Mr Woods
Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon
Mr McBride Tellers
Mr McManus Mr Beckroge
Mr Markham Mr Thompson
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Noes, 39 Noes, 33
Mr Armstron Mr O'Farrell
Mr Beck ¢ Mr D. L. Page Mr Armstrong Mr Merton
Mr Blackmore Mr Peacocke Mr Beck Mr O'Doherty
Mr Brogden Mr Phillips Mr Blackmore Mr O'Farrell
; Mr Brogden Mr Phillips
Mr Chappell Mr Photios Mr Ch I Mr Photi
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Richardson rc appe . r Photios
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon Mrs Chikarovski Mr R|charQSon
Mr Debnam Mr Rozzoli Mr Cruickshank Mr Rozzoli
Mr Ellis Mr Schipp Mr Debnam Ms Se_aton
Ms Ficarra Ms Seaton Mr EI.“S Mrs Sklnlrller
Mr Hartcher Mrs Skinner Ms Ficarra Mr Sma
Mr Hazzard Mr Small Mr Hartcher Mrs Stone
Mr Humpherson Mrs Stone Mr Hazzard Mr Tink
Dr Kernohan Mr Tink Mr Humpherson Mr J. H. Turner

Dr Kernohan

Mr R. W. Turner

Mr Kerr Mr J. H. Turner
Mr Kinross Mr R. W. Turner Mr Kerr Tellers
Mr MacCarthy Mr Windsor Mr Kinross Mr Fraser
Mr Merton Tellers Mr MacCarthy Mr Smith
Mr Oakeshott Mr Fraser .
Mr O'Doherty Mr Smith Pairs

Pairs Ms Allan Mr Cochran
Ms Allan Mr Cochran Mr Carr Mr Collins
Mr Carr Mr Collins Mr Rumble Mr Jeffery
Mr Rumble Mr Jeffery

Question so resolved in the affirmative. Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Paragraph (1) of the motion agreed to. Paragraph (2) of the motion agreed to.
Question—That paragraph (3) of the motion

Question—That paragraph (2) of the motion be agreed to—put.

be agreed to—put.

The House divided. The House divided.

Ayes, 48 Ayes, 47
Mr Amery Ms Meagher
Mr Anderson Mr Mills Mr Amery Mr Martin
Ms Andrews Ms Moore Mr Anderson Ms Meagher
Mr Aquilina Mr Moss Ms Andrews Mr Mills
Mrs Beamer Mr Nagle Mr Aguilina Ms Moore
Mr Clough Mr Neilly Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Crittenden Ms Nori Mr Clough Mr Nagle
Mr Debus Mr E. T. Page Mr Crittenden Mr Neilly
Mr Face Mr Price Mr Debus Ms Nori
Mr Gaudry Dr Refshauge Mr Face Mr E. T. Page
Mr Gibson Mr Rogan Mr Gaudry Mr Price
Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully Mr Gibson Dr Refshauge
Mr Harrison Mr Shedden Mrs Grusovin Mr Rogan
Ms Harrison Mr Stewart Mr Harrison Mr Scully
Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan Ms Harrison Mr Shedden
Mr lemma Mr Tripodi Mr Hunter Mr Stewart
Mr Knight Mr Watkins Mr lemma Mr Sullivan
Mr Knowles Mr Whelan Mr Knight Mr Tripodi
Mr Langton Mr Windsor Mr Knowles Mr Watkins
Mrs Lo Po' Mr Woods Mr Langton Mr Whelan
Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon Mrs Lo Po' Mr Woods
Mr McBride Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon
Mr McManus Tellers Mr McBride Tellers
Mr Markham Mr Beckroge Mr McManus Mr Beckroge
Mr Martin Mr Thompson Mr Markham Mr Thompson
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Noes, 34
Mr Armstrong Mr O'Doherty
Mr Beck Mr O'Farrell
Mr Blackmore Mr Phillips
Mr Brogden Mr Photios
Mr Chappell Mr Richardson
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Rozzoli
Mr Cruickshank Ms Seaton
Mr Debnam Mrs Skinner
Mr Ellis Mr Small
Ms Ficarra Mrs Stone
Mr Hartcher Mr Tink
Mr Hazzard Mr J. H. Turner

Mr Humpherson
Dr Kernohan
Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross

Mr MacCarthy
Mr Merton

Pairs

Ms Allan
Mr Carr
Mr Rumble

Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor

Tellers
Mr Fraser
Mr Smith

Mr Cochran
Mr Collins
Mr Jeffery

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Paragraph (3) of the motion agreed to.

Paragraph (4) of the motion negatived.

Question—That paragraph (5) of the motion
be agreed to—put.

The House divided.

Ayes, 47
Mr Amery Mr Martin
Mr Anderson Ms Meagher
Ms Andrews Mr Mills
Mr Aquilina Ms Moore
Mrs Beamer Mr Moss
Mr Clough Mr Nagle
Mr Crittenden Mr Neilly
Mr Debus Ms Nori
Mr Face Mr E. T. Page
Mr Gaudry Mr Price
Mr Gibson Dr Refshauge
Mrs Grusovin Mr Rogan
Mr Harrison Mr Scully
Ms Harrison Mr Shedden
Mr Hunter Mr Stewart
Mr lemma Mr Sullivan
Mr Knight Mr Tripodi
Mr Knowles Mr Watkins
Mr Langton Mr Whelan
Mrs Lo Po' Mr Woods
Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon
Mr McBride Tellers
Mr McManus Mr Beckroge
Mr Markham Mr Thompson
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Noes, 34
Mr Armstrong Mr O'Doherty
Mr Beck Mr O'Farrell
Mr Blackmore Mr Phillips
Mr Brogden Mr Photios
Mr Chappell Mr Richardson
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Rozzoli
Mr Cruickshank Ms Seaton
Mr Debnam Mrs Skinner
Mr Ellis Mr Small
Ms Ficarra Mrs Stone
Mr Hartcher Mr Tink
Mr Hazzard Mr J. H. Turner

Mr Humpherson Mr R. W. Turner

Dr Kernohan Mr Windsor

Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross Tellers

Mr MacCarthy Mr Fraser

Mr Merton Mr Smith
Pairs

Ms Allan Mr Cochran

Mr Carr Mr Collins

Mr Rumble Mr Jeffery

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Paragraph (5) of the motion agreed to.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF OLDER
PERSONS

Ministerial Statement

Mrs LO PO' (Penrith—Minister for
Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister
for Disability Services, and Minister for Women)
[5.33 p.m.], by leave: Next week marks the launch
of what will be a very important year for older
Australians in our community—the International
Year of Older Persons. The Premier, Mr Carr, will
officially launch this important year at Government
House next week. Just as the International Year for
Women and the International Year of Disabled
Persons led to significant improvements in our
community for both groups, | have high expectations
that the International Year of Older Persons will
achieve a similar result for older people in New
South Wales.

The International Year of Older Persons
provides us with a catalyst to drive social change. It
will help us to create an environment where the
skills, values and expertise of older people are not
only recognised but harnessed for the benefit of the
whole community. The International Year of Older
Persons is a wonderful chance to recognise, honour
and celebrate our seniors, to show how much we
value them and acknowledge them as the asset they



INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF OLDER PERSONS 24 September 1998 ASSEMBLY 808855

are. The New South Wales Government is takingnentor and shining example of what people can do
strong action to respond to the challenges of aas they advance in years. The coalition looks
ageing population. In the 1998 State budget $2orward to participating in the International Year of
million was set aside for the new Ageing Issuelder Persons. It looks forward also to putting in
Directorate. The directorate will co-ordinate issuegplace many activities and programs that build on
and promote the interests of older people. what the coalition has done previously when in
office. Those measures will provide not only
An ageing population is a sign of a successfubpportunities but recognition for the Kate Campbells
society. People are not only living longer, they areof this world.
remaining healthy and active for longer. To maintain
this success it is vital to put in place strategies that PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
enable all older people to remain independent,
healthy and able to participate in community life.
When people retire they continue to work with their
communities through volunteer work. Estimates put SALE OF STOLEN GOODS
the value of voluntary and community work at more
than $18 billion. The time has come for our Mr ROGAN (East Hills) [5.37 p.m.]: All parts
community to revalue older people and think of newof our State and Australia, in common with the
ways to harness their expertise and knowledgdrend in other countries, are experiencing increased
There is no better time than now to do this.levels of crime, caused principally by drug abuse
Something must come from the International Year oind unemployment, and to some extent alienation. |
Older Persons beyond the celebration. It should seim pleased that the Government is taking a pro-
in motion planning and policy development that willactive stand on crime and is creating new offences
have a positive and far-reaching effect on the livesvhere necessary, increasing penalties, and
of older people. employing more police and giving them more
powers. | acknowledge that the Minister for
Mrs SKINNER (North Shore) [5.35 p.m.]: Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister
The coalition notes that next week marks theor Disability Services, and Minister for Women is
International Year of Older Persons and lookgloing a lot through the Department of Community
forward, as the future government of New SouthHServices to assist families in crisis to avoid crime if
Wales, to working with older people to implementthat is at all possible. | commend the initiatives that
the well-advanced policies that we have developebave been taken. | have been concerned for some
for older members of our community. | have thetime about the fact that the proceeds of crimes, such
great privilege of working with my colleague as items stolen from cars and homes, seem to find a
responsible for this matter, the Hon. Patriciaready market in this State. In that regard, about two
Forsythe. Our policies are exciting, and they buildyears ago | wrote to the Premier putting forward
on the very good work done for older people wherwhat | thought at the time was a good idea to try to
we were last in government. address this problem. In that letter | said:

It was my great privilege when the coalition There is still a strong prevailing view in the community that it
was in office to have quite a bit to do with the is socially a(;ceptable to buy stolgn ggods from friends, or in
Office on Ageing. | know that even Government Egaizquz';m; other  places with litle ~thought of - the
members would acknowledge the wonderful work
done _by that office. The exciting aspect of it Was| \rote further:
that it empowered the older members of our
Commumty to b? _'”VO'VG‘?' n man_y different facets Understandably if the demand for stolen goods was to be
of life. As the Minister said, a society really can be reduced, this in itself would have a significant effect on the
judged by the activity and participation of its older supply of such goods.
people. | am privileged, for example, to have in the
electorate of North Shore an extraordinary exampléam sure the insurance industry would be prepared
of a successfully participating and older person ino fund a program to make people more aware that
Kate Campbell, who established and continues tany goods offered to them may have come from a
run the Mosman evening college. neighbour's property, a friend's property or the

property next door to someone else. Harsh penalties

Kate Campbell is an outstanding example ofare provided for the offence of receiving stolen
the success that older persons can achieve in thgoods. The penalty for stealing goods is
communities. Kate Campbell is not only animprisonment for up to five years and the penalty
outstanding success in her own community, but &r receiving stolen goods is imprisonment for up to



8056 ASSEMBLY 24 September 1998 PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

10 years, depending on the degree of culpability andim, and it is an ingredient that is most important to
whether the person knew that the goods were stolem young aspiring athlete from the country. Her
when they were offered. It is necessary to educateoach, Rohan Taylor, built on a product that was
people to develop a social responsibility bycarefully and lovingly nurtured under difficult
appealing to their conscience and sense of decencgnditions. | admire all the young people who have
and fair play. | would liken such a program to thatdone so well for Australia. | wish we could do more
initiated many years ago in relation to drink-driving.to give them and other Australian children every
That campaign, which was known as the slolopportunity to do us proud. | congratulate another
campaign, made drivers aware that it was not onlghoalhaven athlete, Karen Murphy, on winning a
socially unacceptable but unlawful for them to drinksilver medal in lawn bowls. Indeed, the Shoalhaven
and drive. It had a profound effect on motorists andhas an illustrious record of sporting achievements,
changed people's attitude to drink-driving. despite the handicap of athletes living in an isolated
area with minimal facilities.

A similar campaign could be waged in relation
to receiving stolen goods. | am sure that insurance  Over the past 20 years the Shoalhaven has
companies would to a large extent meet the costs @roduced almost 100 representatives for Australia in
such a campaign because at the end of the day thaywide field of sports. In recent memory Karen
meet the claims that result from break-ins, theft anéhillips the swimmer won a silver medal in Los
the like. | would envisage such a program educating\ngeles. Paul Green the sprinter and Kristy Lee
people who may receive stolen goods that, first, thBrown the gymnast also come to mind. There are
offence has severe penalties and, secondly, thegany others too numerous to mention, but | wonder
breach their social responsibility to their friends anchow many more of our talented youth could have
neighbours when they receive stolen goods. Thiachieved similar heights given the right support. The
Government amended the Pawnbrokers Act to maki&ustralian Institute of Sport was a progressive
it more difficult for people to dispose of stolen initiative, but how many talented young athletes
goods through pawnbrokers. It is necessary tmake it there? Many fall by the wayside as support
emphasise the seriousness of receiving stolen goodses up and other priorities enter the picture. Some
and the penalty of up to 10 years imprisonment. Theannot afford to go on and others let their talents
point must be made strongly that people who buyaste away because they are not recognised and
hot goods—and the goods are often hot—in hotelaurtured. Not everyone wants to follow an academic
or elsewhere are doing a disservice to their friender trade career, but these are the recognised and
and to the community. traditional pathways supported by the necessary

infrastructure.
SHOALHAVEN SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
It is becoming apparent that pursuing a

Mr ELLIS (South Coast) [5.42 p.m.]: sporting career is a viable alternative for a young
Australia's outstanding performance at theerson, and that a sporting career is an industry in
Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur has causeitself. When one thinks of the many millionaires
a resurgence of pride in our athletes. | am surggho made their fortune through sports one must
every regional centre in Australia will boast of someagree that sports education must sit side by side with
relationship to a successful athlete and take pride iacademia and the trades. If one accepts that, it is
the achievements of our sportsmen ananly a small step to start investing resources on the
sportswomen. It is this type of performance that willsame basis as for other career paths. Some months
serve to reinvigorate our youth to pursue a career iago | proposed the establishment of a combined
the sporting field. Nothing succeeds like success. TAFE institute of sport learning facility at Vincentia,
am proud that in the Shoalhaven we have a goldnd | have been engaged in productive talks with
medal hero whom we are proud to call our ownvarious officials. Everyone involved in the
Lori Munz won two gold medals in record time as adiscussions has been most enthusiastic about the
member of the 4 x 100 ah4 x 200 swimming relay concept and would like to see it go ahead. Such a
teams. | commend the other team members, Susiecility is an example of the type of support
O'Neill, Rebecca Greedy, Sarah Ryan, Julia Grevillenechanism we need to promote sport as both an
and Anna Windsor, on their collective achievementindustry and a career option. Such a facility would
Lori also achieved a personal best time in her leg diorm part of a network which feeds into and
the race, spurred on by the very partisan Australiasupports the Australian Institute of Sport.
crowd.

Many schoolchildren in the Shoalhaven, like

Lori's success is the product of personalori Munz, have natural abilities and there are many

dedication and support from her parents, Gwen andith hidden talent just waiting to be ignited. | know
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that they would love to have the choice of going tocosts. Almost no capital works are undertaken and
university, TAFE or a sports academy, and woulghjs has created a major problem in several areas. Of
dearly love to be on an equal footing with city particular interest was the spread of noxious weeds.
children. 1 would like to see them given thatCertain areas of pasture were destroyed with the
opportunity. But most important, | would like to seeinflux of certain weeds and, in one case, the death
the youth of the Shoalhaven stay in the area and ngf 5 particular weed variety poisoned the soil in the

a sporting academy in the Shoalhaven woulgharginal viability.
complete the educational trifecta of institutions. We

have a TAFE, and we are getting a university—a  The Department of Public Works and Services,
University of Wollongong campus—and now | want,yhich is responsible for much of the riverside
to see the concept of a Shoalhaven sports academynsiryction of the flood gates, and local councils,
realised. It can be done, it should be done and {jhich are responsible for construction of some
must be done for the sake of our youth. bridges over the drains and natural creeks, have
erected these structures associated with the
floodplain to the former capacity of the drain or
creek. That is no longer the case. In many cases
Mr ~PRICE (Waratah) [5-47 pm] | these huge structures have no water flow until flood
pongratulate the Maitland Landcare study group ORonditions prevail, when there is such tremendous
Its catcgment magzgement séudy qlfl the Morpeﬁhundation of water onto paddocks that cattle must
Tenambit, -~ Woodberry —an Millers — Forest t%g moved to higher ground, and good grazing land

catchments. Those areas traverse the elector : .
qifns to bog and semi-wetland on a regular basis

boundaries of Waratah and Maitland. Land use N ter fairly nominal rainfalls
the area of Woodberry in my electorate has changeJ y '
significantly, greatly affecting the drains provided by The work of the catchment management study
former governments. As a result, the land structurﬁ been sianificant and is valuable. Ultimately it
has collapsed, with heavy siltation occurring. as been signiicant a S valuable. ately

Although previous governments provided excellen\NIII need some form of government support. | hope

drainage outlets on the banks of the Hunter RiveP{V_hen the repor.t is produced consid-eration will be
the size of the creeks and artificial drains havélVe" r_esfolvmg these' prqblem; n 'the wetland
reduced significantly. All land-holders in the areas. Dairying and grazing is a significant pgr_t_of
prescribed areas have had the opportunity tfre lower Hunter's economy and these prohibitive

participate in meetings and field studies. Indeed, fituations must be resolved in co-operation with
accompanied them on one field study. land-holders and local councils. If these items are

ignored the problem will worsen and the reparation
The information gleaned from the bushlandsCOst Will be more expensive over time. | commend

developed areas, wetlands and flats around the riv}€ Maitland Landcare group for its work. Particular
was extraordinary. Of particular interest to me is th&redit should also be paid to Maitland City Council
change in land use in the past 30 years. In 1966, 48" its support of that group in the preparation of
per cent of the Woodberry catchment area wathis study_ and for the provision of accommodation
bushland; in 1993 it was 33 per cent. That meantor staff involved. I commend the work to the
that bushland in the area has decreased by 11 p@@neral community and particularly to those land-
cent, which is significant. Grazing and ruralholders in the affected areas.
residential land use maintained the same level
throughout, which is roughly 40 per cent; wetlands DEPARTMENT OF FAIR TRADING
dropped from 9 per cent to 8 per cent. In 1966 there ELECTRICAL SAFETY REGULATIONS
were no poultry sheds, but by 1993, 4 per cent of
the reviewed land area was covered by poultry Mr SMALL (Murray) [5.53 p.m.]: | am
sheds. Urban general development increased fromteased that the Minister for Community Services,
per cent to 10 per cent. Minister for Ageing, Minister for Disability
Services, and Minister for Women is present in the
These changes have been significant becaughamber representing Jeff Shaw from the upper
run-off is more significant. Therefore, drainageHouse, who is Minister for Fair Trading. | received
capacity has deteriorated through the acceleration af letter from and had a discussion with Mr Phillip
additional water. The area is not tidal but is subjectloyd of Deniliquin, who trades under the company
to irregular flood activity. One associated problem isname of Phillip Lloyd Rentals. The discussion and
that local drainage councils are self-funded and anetter dealt with safety regulations relating to
able to tax residents only enough to cover runninglectrical equipment. Mr Lloyd wrote:

CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT
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Please find enclosed copy of letter from the Department of‘equirement will cause some people a degree of
Fair Trading. angst. He is working on the matter and | thank the
| rang Mr Krestovsky in regards to this letter and he informedhonm'lra‘t,)Ie member for brlr,‘gl,ng It to our attention. |
me that from 1 July 1999, | cannot sell, rent or hire television@SSure him that the matter is in good hands.

sets that do not have the approval number on them. Such TVs
are only 12 months old. As | have around 150 TV sets rented COXS CREEK RESERVE
out, | feel that this act will totally destroy my business. There
is no way that | could possibly buy 150 brand new sets for
rental and thus have them mistreated.

Mr STEWART (Lakemba) [5.58 p.m.]: Coxs
Creek Reserve is a small area of river bushland in
He also informed me that it would be far too expensive toGreenacre in the Lakemba electorate. It is one of the
have my TV sets tested and approved and that | could not talew remaining pieces of bushland in that electorate
any TV sets to the rubbish dump either, because | would b%md is certainly the last of two conservation areas
fined. under the control of Strathfield City Council. Coxs
This act has come about becausétiree) TV sets (Australia Creek is a rare piece of urban bushland. It was part
wide) have caught on fire and they feel the public should bedf a former Telecom site on Roberts Road. The site
looked after. is less than two hectares in size and is surrounded
by mixed industrial and residential development. An

| feel that this act has not given any consideration for anyone ~ . tal stud ied t followi
in my position. | would not be the only one affected, anyem”ronmen al study was carrie ou ollowing

rental or electrical business in Australia will find themselves in@pplication for rezoning of the site in 1992 prior to
the same predicament. development.

... To average out the cost of new TV sets, including large Development OptiOI’]S were reviewed and a
screen and portable, at a cost of $700 each this amount by 150

TV sets would be $105,000, which is astronomical andauna impact statement was put in place. Thanks to

completely out of the question. If this act does progress wdhe work of Strathfield Municipal Council, with the

would be cornered because we wouldn't be able to trade. . . co-operation of Telecom at the time, the site came

under the protection of the council and has survived

Phillip Lloyd is a respected and decent businessmags a rare and significant piece of urban bushland.
from Deniliquin. Many business people in countryThe melaleuca-ironbark scrub represents one of the
towns today face difficulties. Mr Lloyd rents out |ast remaining strands of this vegetation type in the
many other electrical appliances apart fromSydney region. The bushland supports a small
television sets. The cost of abiding by the regulatiopopulation of the rare and threatened green and
will put him out of business. A letter he receivedgolden bell frog as well as other amphibian, reptile
from the Department of Fair Trading on the issueand bird species. Coxs Creek Reserve forms part of
prompted his letter to me. It is obvious that aa discontinuous wildlife corridor through the highly
country town business will suffer the consequencegeveloped Cooks River catchment.
of an Act of Parliament or the imposition of a
regulation because three television sets in Australia  Strathfield Municipal Council has been diligent
caught fire. | acknowledge that the situation isin the protection of the site and has put in place a
serious and is capable of resulting in loss of life oplan of management which addresses the key needs
injury, but extreme regulatory measures of thifor management of the site. These are: bushland
nature that require a small business to replace @onservation, habitat management for the
modify the 150 television sets it hires out couldconservation of the green and golden bell frog,
close down the business because it cannot afford theibitat management for other native fauna and
cost involved. Therefore, | ask the Minister toconsideration of the reserve becoming part of a

clarify the circumstances for Phillip Lloyd. regional wildlife corridor. Other key needs are the
use of the reserve for passive recreation, and
Mrs LO PO (Penrith—Minister for determination of the broad and aesthetic landscape

Community Services, Minister for Ageing, Minister values of the reserve. More important is examination
for Disability Services, and Minister for Women) of the future administration, management and
[5.57 p.m.]: | thank the honourable member formaintenance of the creek system surrounding the
Murray for notifying me that he would raise this reserve.

matter. | was able to obtain information from Jeff

Shaw, who is the responsible Minister. The Last Monday the Minister for the
department, in consultation with other regulators an@&nvironment, Pam Allan, visited my electorate and
stakeholders, is examining the implications of thifor more than an hour inspected the Coxs Creek site
impending position for suppliers of second-handat Greenacre. She noted problems such as
non-compliant television receivers. He must consultievelopment around the site and the need to
a range of people, but he recognises that theontinue to conserve the site. Her visit has served as
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an overall assessment of the management aracal government and the workers are attempting to
protection of that site, one of the last remnants obuy back the abattoir and approaches have been
vegetation—that is, a scrub forest of ironbark—thatmade to the State Government for assistance.
once clad the Cooks River Valley.
Earlier the abattoir in Grafton changed hands

The Minister has indicated that as well as theand the Government has offered assistance to
current conservation plans for the site, two otheGrafton workers to help them re-establish under new
plans will be put in place. The first plan will deal ownership. This has understandably resulted in some
with the frog population—and that will be done inresentment from other abattoirs competing in the
co-operation with the National Parks and Wildlifesame field. Other meatworks around the State are
Service and Strathfield Municipal Council. Theexperiencing difficulties keeping their books in the
second plan will examine scrub retention on the siteblack and are considering their futures. As a result
It is important that the regrowth is natural and thatationalisation and the overall capacity of a number
ironbark trees remain permanently on the site. of works are being considered at the boardroom

level.
Mrs Chikarovski: Hear! Hear!
Abattoirs are necessary at the point of

Mr STEWART: | am sure that the production if costs are to be contained. If a number
honourable member for Lane Cove would realise thef works are closed or rationalised in the future the
importance of trees. She has many more in hegsroducers will have to cart their stock further. This
electorate than | have in mine. It is a permanenwill increase costs and will indirectly result in stress
struggle for the reserve to survive in the midst ofand strain. The average beast loses about 5 per cent
one of the most densely populated parts of Sydneyf its body weight from the time it is mustered to
This two-hectare piece of bushland is surrounded bthe time it arrives at the abattoir. Because of
factories and houses, but it is surviving. Last weelseasonal factors and the downturn in numbers of
the Minister gave an assurance that the area woutdhttle in New South Wales—and nationally in recent
continue to survive because of plans put in placdimes—most meatworks in New South Wales are
The land will be protected by the National Parks andilling cattle at a lower body weight than would
Wildlife Service and local government. have been the case 10 years ago.

This reserve is also home to 15 species of It costs the same to dress a beast weighing 160
birds, including the new holland honeyeaters and#lilograms and one weighing 220 kilograms.
Willie wagtails, which have special habitats. ThereTherefore, the lighter cattle do not produce the
are not many places in my electorate where onmargins of the heavier cattle. Many works are
could find a red-bellied black snake that is not in aexperiencing difficulties because of the pressure of
jar but these snakes can still be found in the Coxbvestock numbers, reduced margins and the weight
Creek Reserve. At this stage they are well protecteadf cattle. They cannot obtain the volume of money
as are the frill-necked lizards, or bearded dragonsurnover or the volume of product turnover, which
Such reptiles were prevalent when | was growingncreases the per unit costs. This means less money
up, but they are long gone in most areas. It is dor the producer, and the middlemen—the abattoirs
struggle to protect the reserve but with the suppoiin this case—feel the squeeze. Also, the consumer is
of the Minister and the Government it will be not getting the flow-on benefits that might be
protected. | thank Pam Allan and the Governmenéxpected by way of a reduction in costs. | ask the
for their interest and look forward to the continuedGovernment to recognise these massive changes,

protection of this reserve. which will continue if the Government does not take
a real interest and is not prepared to look at the New
ABATTOIR CLOSURES South Wales industry in a wholistic manner. In a

very short time there will be a further reduction in
Mr ARMSTRONG (Lachlan—Leader of the capacity and a continual increase in costs without
National Party) [6.04 p.m.]: | wish to refer to any benefit to the consumers. It will also mean a
abattoirs, particularly those in my electorate. | amoss of jobs.
sure that the Minister for Agriculture will share my
concerns about what is happening with abattoirs. In many towns—such as Cowra, Forbes and
They are necessary for the processing of animdlayney—abattoirs are major private employers, and
meats before they become available in thare often the major employer. Rationalisation of an
marketplace for domestic use and for export. Irabattoir at Wingham or Grafton would have a
recent times Midco on the north coast has closed. tiabolical effect on the local economy. | make a
is up for sale and has been advertised extensivelfwofold plea to the Government: first, to recognise
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the importance of employment in those countnelectorate on the weekend. On Sunday Cabramatta
towns and, second, to consider the fact thawill come alive with colour and movement when the
rationalisation of abattoirs is sneaking in through theommunity celebrates the Chinese-Vietnamese Moon
back door. The Government must take a wholistid-estival. A full day of activities has been planned to
approach to protect the industry as a service anghark the occasion. Entertainment will include
employment industry and to retain productivity inchildren's rides, music and dancing performances,
our State. The New South Wales economy will bdantern-making workshops, face painting, free
severely affected if it loses to Victoria andgiveaways for children, and a street party complete
Queensland. with lion dancing.

Mr AMERY (Mount Druitt—Minister for The Moon Festival falls on the fifteenth day of
Agriculture, and Minister for Land and Water the eighth month of the lunar calendar and is said to
Conservation) [6.08 p.m.]: | thank the Leader of thebe the date when the moon shines brightest and
National Party for raising what | consider to be anwields its most charitable influences on earth. All
important matter—that is, the constant closures ofver Asia people celebrate by making lanterns,
abattoirs around New South Wales and Australia. Heating moon cakes—which are pastries made with
rightly pointed out the impact this has had on thdotus seeds and eggs—performing traditional dances
meat industry, and the resultant loss of jobs irand passing down legends associated with the
regional centres and small country towns. | mentiotfiestival. These legends date back thousands of years.
one town that the Leader of the National Party willl would like to inform honourable members about
attempt to inherit as a result of the redistributionthe Vietnamese legend of the Moon Festival, which
Cootamundra. The Leader of the National Party wilis sometimes known as the Trung Thu Festival.
know that over the past 20 years the number of
abattoirs in Cootamundra has decreased from three  The legend is that many years ago in Vietnam
to one, the Scott's abattoir being the only onghere was man named Chu Cai. He was very lucky
currently operating. That is indicative of what hasand found a tree that could cure any kind of
been going on in a number of areas. sickness. However, a rule forbade urinating at the

foot of this tree. Bad things would happen if

The Leader of the National Party will be awaresomeone forgot this rule. Unfortunately, Chu Cai's
also that the Government, through the Department afife, Chi Hang, forgot that rule and urinated on the
State and Regional Development and the Ministetree. The tree started to go up, and kept on flying
for Regional Development, has had discussions withnto the sky with Chu Cai and his spouse hanging
a number of abattoirs around the State. Thento it, until it hit the moon and settled there. As
Government has been active in keeping sombonourable members will see, it is a rich festival
abattoirs open. | will take on board what thewith a diverse array of legends attached to it.
honourable member said about taking a wholistic
approach. New South Wales Agriculture is This is an important event organised by the
monitoring the situation. Cabramatta Business Association in conjunction with

Fairfield City Council. | note particularly the efforts

A number of abattoirs are concerned aboubf the President of the Cabramatta Business
their kill rate and making their operations viable.Association, Mr Thomas Diep, and two of the more
That comes down to a commercial decision by somactive members, Adam and Gianna Temple, who do
of the abattoirs. Overall, | accept virtually much of the footwork to get these events up and
everything the Leader of the National Party saidunning. It is an important event because it is an
about the plight of abattoirs, their impact on regionabpportunity to demonstrate that Cabramatta has a lot
development and their impact on jobs in local townsmore than the negative reputation one often sees in
The closure of abattoirs in New South Wales is ahe tabloid media.
complicated matter and a number of diverse issues
are involved. | give the honourable member an The marketing of the Moon Festival has been
assurance that the House notes his contribution, amarticularly vigorous on this occasion because it has
that | will respond to him more fully by way of now come under the auspices of the Cabramatta

correspondence. place management program, in particular its tourism
action component. The Cabramatta place
CABRAMATTA MOON FESTIVAL management program is a comprehensive, whole-of-

government approach to deal with issues that
Ms MEAGHER (Cabramatta) [6.10 p.m.]: | confront the Cabramatta community. We have seen
bring to the attention of the House an importangt first instance a high level of high-profile policing
cultural and social event that will take place in myto restore community confidence in public space.
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There has been concerted effort through thassessments of land tax. This has resulted in a
Department of Health to deal with many challengesotally unacceptable delay to people who have been
facing the local community. The next big step is toburdened with this land tax, adding to the already
attract visitors back to Cabramatta so we camronsiderable stress under which they find themselves
promote our culturally diverse and rich community.having to pay the tax.

For example, | refer to foodstuffs, fabrics, and the

strong and diverse religious culture—there are many | bring to the attention of the House the case

temples and places of worship in the localof Mr Ascher Derwent, a constituent of mine, who

community. Cabramatta has a lot to market. We saljves in Woolwich. He received an assessment from

to regional day trippers: come and have a look at ushe Land Tax Office earlier this year. His land was

spend an interesting day in Cabramatta. valued at the extraordinary amount of $1.86 million.
That valuation was a shock to him, particularly

This festival does more than just generateonsidering it represented an increase of 50 per cent
economic buoyancy for the local community; it alsoin one year. Not unnaturally, Mr Derwent objected
turns around the reputation of the community, whicho that valuation. He did so on two grounds: he said
has been much maligned by the tabloid media. Wehat it did not reflect recent sales of vacant land in
are saying to the people of New South Wales: wehe vicinity and that the Land Tax Office had failed
are proud of who we are and what we have to offerto take into account the fact that the building on the
which they should come to see first-hand. It is withproperty was of a heritage nature and that should
that practical method of attracting people to théhave reduced the valuation, as it limits the
town centre that we are able to change the negativdevelopment potential of the block. That objection
image that has particularly affected the Asiarwas supported by a letter from Hunter's Hill
community that resides in my electorate. Council, which stated:

Fairfield council recently worked very closely The subject building constructed in circa 1884, is considered
with Carol Selvarajah, a well-known Asian Cooking to be of high heritage significance to the Municipality of

. Hunter's Hill. This heritage listing may restrict the
expert, to run food tours to Cabramatta. There is development potential of the site and any proposed works

now a Wailting list of 600 people WhO.Wi_Sh 0 require development consent and assessment under the
participate in the next round of tours. This is very relevant provisions of the LEP and DCP 15, and must be
important for the local community. It has been a accompanied by a Statement of Heritage Impact prepared by a
combined effort. The local community has come in smtab:%/ ?uallfled and experienced heritage architect or
behind the project. It has been led by the Premier's consufiant.
Department, and the .Fa'rf.'eld council is right MNGiven the heritage considerations, it is clear that the
board. The Moon Festival is another great exampIF .
nd cannot be valued in the same way as an
of the success of that whole-of-government approacﬁ1 . . .
. . . : o(rjdlnary block of land in Woolwich. For that reason,
in restoring Cabramatta's reputation as an honest an biecti lodaed. That obiecti lodaed
hardworking suburb an objection was lodged. That objection was lodge
' on 2 April. No written acknowledgment had been
received by Mr Derwent as of 1 September. He put
in a phone call to the Office of State Revenue on 4
August, four months later, which elicited

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow ur{i . . T
to 10 additional members to make private membersinformation that the valuation had been finalised and

Motion, by leave, by Mr Whelan agreed to:

statements at this sitting. an amended valuation of $1.58 million—which
obviously still did not take into account the heritage
LAND TAX ASSESSMENTS value of the property—had been prepared. However,

to this date, no written valuation has been received

Mrs CHIKAROVSKI (Lane Cove) [6.15 by Mr Derwent and he cannot proceed any further.
p.m.]: Earlier today, in the course of another debate,
| accused the Government of gross hypocrisy in He was told by a Mr Lewis at the Office of
relation to land tax. Tonight | also accuse it of grossState Revenue that the Valuer-General had received
incompetence in relation to the same issuethe papers for further revision. A private valuer put
Honourable members will recall that when theMr Derwent's land value at $900,000. | shall briefly
Government introduced its now infamous land taxnake two points. First, with a valuation of $1.86
on the family home it expected to raise quite amillion—the original valuation—Mr Derwent would
considerable sum of money from a limited numbepay $16,010 in land tax; with a valuation of $1.58
of people. It has found that far more people havenillion, he would pay $10,830 in land tax; and with
been affected by land tax than was first thought andg valuation of $900,000, he would not pay land tax.
as a result, the Land Tax Office has found itselft is clearly unacceptable that this man should now
overloaded with inquiries and objections tohave to wait for a considerable period of time to
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find out whether he owes the State a huge debt of atrdinary, everyday lives of the people who live in
least $10,830. | urge the Minister for Agriculture tothe electorate of Gladesville. This pernicious tax will
meet with the Treasurer with a view to ensuring thasnake its way into every aspect of our lives. As Kim
the Office of State Revenue is adequately staffed. Beazley said this week, the GST will snake down
every street, into every home, into every pocket, and
It is totally unacceptable that people have tdnto every aspect of our lives. It will impact most
wait almost six months to have their objections tcheavily on families with children, older people,
valuations assessed. At this stage Mr Derwent ithose on fixed incomes—that is, our pensioners and
unable to take further action on the valuation. Heself-funded retirees—and everyday workers who
does not know whether he will have to pay thespend most of their earnings on daily necessities and
$10,830. He has this debt hanging over his headhe occasional luxury. In short, the GST will impact
and a number of my constituents are also in thepon the majority of my constituents. Fewer than 10
same position. | urge the Minister to ask theper cent of my constituents earn more than $50,000
Treasurer to get his act together so that these peogler annum. Those who earn more than $50,000 per
can have their appeals dealt with expeditiously. Imnnum are the winners from the GST and the tax
addition, | urge the Minister to ask the Premier andribes. Those who earn less than $50,000 will bear
the Treasurer to review the policy and to repeal théhe brunt of the GST attack.
land tax legislation so that Mr Derwent will not
have to pay this huge debt. I will give an example of the impact of the
GST on a typical Ryde family on an average day. |
Mr AMERY (Mount Druitt—Minister for will call them Fiona and Jack and their two children,
Agriculture, and Minister for Land and Water Julie, aged 17, and Peter, aged 9. Peter is in year 4.
Conservation) [6.20 p.m.]: | commend theThe GST will impact on his day. He may not pay it,
honourable member for Lane Cove for raising thdout his parents certainly will. He will wake and
matter on behalf of one of her constituents, Mrshower as usual, but the water rates and the bill for
Ascher Derwent of Woolwich. First, | make thethe electricity that warms his shower will be 10 per
point—and | am sure the honourable member focent higher. He will proudly dress in his new
Lane Cove would be aware of this—that Ministerssummer uniform, which will be $5 more expensive
do not take any political view in relation to the because of the GST. His shiny school shoes will
valuation of properties and, as | have informectost an extra $5.50. The polish for the shoes will
many people, they do not have any statutory role toost 40¢ extra. Everything Peter consumes at
play in changing a valuation as a result of an appeahreakfast will be 10 per cent more expensive,
The honourable member for Lane Cove made thmcluding all the basics—the glass of milk, toast, and
reasonable point that an objection was lodged ithe eggs his mother makes him eat. Before leaving
April and as at today's date no written response habe house Peter's mother will make sure he has
been received by the objector. money for his new textbooks. The price of his new
Macquarie Concise Dictionarywill increase by
| will take the matter on board and ensure that1.40.
the honourable member is informed why Mr
Derwent has not received a response. It appears that Peter will be excited to go on a school
some reassessment has been made of the laexcursion to Taronga Park Zoo, but the entry fee
valuation. As the honourable member for Lane Covevill be increased by 55¢ because of the GST. But
said in her contribution, the valuation has beetirst he will have to pay the bus fare to school,
reduced from $1.86 million to $1.58 million, which will be increased by 10 per cent. He will get
although Mr Ascher Derwent disagrees with thato school early and spend half an hour in before-
revaluation. The valuation and determination of theschool care, which will be increased by $7 per week
appeal will be dealt with through the normalbecause of the GST. The pie and flavoured milk that
processes. Neither | nor the Treasurer or othdPeter eats for lunch will cost an extra 30¢ and the
Minister plays any role in the determination of theapple will cost an extra 5¢. His afternoon mobile
real value of the property. As | have said, we willphone call to his mum before going home will cost
respond to the honourable member for Lane Cove i6¢ or 10¢ more. Peter's after-school swimming

due course. lessons will cost an extra $2 because of the GST.
Finally, Peter will get home at about 5.00 p.m. after
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX spending 10 per cent more at the kiosk.
Mr WATKINS (Gladesville) [6.23 p.m.]: | At home Peter will listen to his sister's new

draw to the attention of the House the impact tha€old Chisel CD, which will be $3 more expensive
the proposed goods and services tax will have on tHeecause of the GST. He will waste his time before
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dinner surfing the Internet, the connection fee fowill not only affect Jack's business. He will pay 10
which will be increased by $5.50 per month becausper cent more on his physiotherapy bill for his old
of the GST. Dinner will be $2 per head morefootball injury, 10 per cent more for the lawnmower
expensive because of the GST. After dinner Petanan, and 10 per cent more to get the washing
will do his homework and will refer to his machine fixed. A bill for the car will jump 10 per
textbooks. Those textbooks, which were untaxedent. Jack's wife, Fiona, will face the same problem
before the GST, will be 10 per cent more expensiveat home if the stove goes on the blink, because the
By 9 o'clock Peter will fall asleep reading hisrepairs will cost an extra 10 per cent. If the drain
textbooks. His mum will wake him, and he will then gets blocked the plumber will charge 10 per cent
brush his teeth with toothpaste that will cost an extranore. Council registration for the family dog will
35¢ per tube. Soon Peter will be asleep, free toost 10 per cent more. Even hiring the council hall
wander unrestricted in tax-free and GST-freeand a clown for Peter's tenth birthday party will cost
dreams. $20 extra. That is the reality of the GST. It will
have an effect on every family necessity, almost
As children grow older, it costs more to every service, every product, and every fee charged.
support them. Peter's older sister, Julie, is in yediTime expired
12. The impact of the GST on her everyday life will
be more marked. Julie will consume the same GST- Mr AMERY (Mount Druitt—Minister for
laden breakfast and will then receive an hour's earlyAgriculture, and Minister for Land and Water
morning coaching in maths, the fee for which will Conservation) [6.28 p.m.]: | commend the
increase by $3.50 per hour because of the GSThonourable member for Gladesville for his well-
After a GST-laden bus trip to school she will payresearched contribution and his warning to his
for a term's textbooks, which will cost $30 moreconstituents about the impact of the GST. My
because of the GST. Julie is studying design anguggestion to the honourable member, to the House
technology and is making a quilt as her major workand to his constituency is that on 3 October they
The price of the raw materials, which are alreadwote Labor.
expensive, will increase by $17 because of the GST.

At recess she will have to pay for a ticket to a Janet ST GEORGE YOUTH CENTRE
Jackson concert, which will cost $12 more because
of the GST. Ms FICARRA (Georges River) [6.29 p.m.]:

On behalf of the constituents of the St George area |
After an unhealthy lunch of a pineapple donutsupport Hurstville City Council's attempts to secure
which will cost 10¢ more, and fish and chips, whichcapital funding assistance towards the development
will cost 40¢ more, Julie will have an appointmentof a multipurpose youth centre for the St George
with a careers adviser, who will advise that the costegion. | highlight the absence of funding for the
of the design course she wants to do with a privatprovision of non-sporting leisure programs and
provider after the higher school certificate hadacilities for youth. For some time now during my
increased by $600. Depressed, Julie will wag th@0 years in public life the residents of the St George
Bell Shakespeare Company performance, which withrea have sought to procure a multipurpose youth
cost 45¢ more per student, and will leave schootentre for the young people of the region. | have a
early. After school Julie's boyfriend will comfort her list of letters sent to me by councils in the St
with a cup of tea, which will cost 40¢ more, and sheGeorge area, including the council on which |
will arrive home after a GST-increased bus trip.served, Hurstville City Council, dating back to
That night her mum, Fiona, will take her shoppingAugust 1995. On 18 March 1996 | convened a
to cheer her up. The haircut she will have will be $3meeting of the three mayors from the St George
more expensive because of the GST, and the nemggion—the mayors of Hurstville, Kogarah and
denim jeans will be $9 more expensive. By 10Rockdale. Correspondence flowed from that meeting
o'clock Julie will join her brother in GST-free to virtually every portfolio that we could think of,
dreams, but tomorrow, in her study, leisure, holiday®oth State and Federal, asking that the concerns of
and work, the GST will rest like a dead hand onthe youth of the area be addressed.
every aspect of her life.
Under the Carr Government the youth portfolio
The GST will have an impact on everyis a joke. It is non-existent. The sport and recreation
member of the family. The father, Jack, is a smalportfolio is underfunded, particularly for recreation.
businessman who will pay red-tape compliance cosit is apparent that there is no specific funding
on all his business services, including accountantgllocation or grant moneys available from
lawyers, computer consultants, his temporargovernment departments to fund non-sporting
employee and the employment agency. The GSfacilities for youth. The Hurstville City Council is to
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be congratulated on the construction of an aquatigive some of that land back to the community and
centre at Penshurst Park, which has proved to kenter into a joint program with the three councils in
very popular with families. The council also runs athe St George area.
youth centre, "The Ave", at The Avenue, Hurstville,
near Westfield. That facility is very small and is Let us establish some credibility to youth
underfunded. There is a problem in Hurstville cityaffairs. | call on the Premier to take this issue
as a regional centre and in Riverwood with youthseriously. If we can solve many of the problems
being bored and, purely because there is nothing favhen individuals are young a great deal of money
them to do, hanging around Westfield and Hungrill be saved later in life with problems that can
Jacks, annoying many pedestrians and users of tlaise when people are bored and not focused on
city centre. positive issues. It is important that youth issues be
an aspect of several portfolios, including those of
| congratulate the Police Service on initiativessport and recreation, education, police, community
that have been taken in our area. | welcome thservices, the arts, and healtffie expired
work of the youth liaison officers and community
liaison officers. The Police Service has examined FAIRFIELD SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
what it can do in terms of a mobile youth facility.
The scouting association of the Georges River Mr TRIPODI (Fairfield) [6.34 p.m.]: Whilst
district does a tremendous job. | pay tribute to chiefve are still bathing in the glory of Australia's most
commissioner David Kitchen, regional commissionesuccessful Commonwealth Games ever | feel that it
Trevor Davis, operational managers commissionds appropriate to reflect on the talent that has been
David Walsh and former district commissioner Petenourished in my electorate of Fairfield and continues
Barr. All those men have joined in forming anto develop at State, national and international levels.
inaugural project in the Georges River district,;Former students of Fairfield High School, Maxine
particularly in Mortdale, known as an adrenalin rusiNable and Jelena Dokic, are prime examples of local
centre for young people. talent achieving at the highest level. Maxine Nable
won the nation's first gold medal in tenpin bowling
Many ethnic groups in the area, and | thinkat the Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur. At
particularly of the Lebanese and Chinese ethni@l years of age, the youngest member of the
groups, have identified the need for youth facilitiesAustralian tenpin bowling team, Maxine was part of
They ask not for separate facilities for the youth ofthe women's doubles team that defeated the host
their communities but for joint facilities for young nation.
people to use. Capital funding assistance issues are
complex. Areas that are already established and Jelena Dokic is ranked number one in the
densely populated are less likely to attract section 94orld in junior girls tennis. Jelena, at only 15 years
contributions from developers and are less likely t@f age, has recently won the girls singles title at the
have appropriate land for locating a facility. Land inUS Open tennis championships at Flushing Meadow,
the St George area has a high value compared witiew York. Up until last year Jelena attended
new release areas in which open space is plentifidairfield High School. As she is now playing full
and land is relatively inexpensive. There is no rentdime on the international seniors circuit, her
allocation in the funding contribution, particularly by secondary education will be completed by
the New South Wales Department of Communitycorrespondence. Jelena has also represented
Services. Australia in the women's Federation Cup matches
and is a wild-card entrant in the women's singles at
Demands of youth work including fundraising the Australian Open in January 1999. Canley Vale
and the seeking of sponsorships are additional taskigh School former student John Nguyen has again
undertaken to keep the services viable. There is nepresented Australia at the Commonwealth Games.
allocation for rental of premises in much of theThe holder of the Commonwealth clean-and-jerk
funding provided to local youth services, and that igecord, John finished fifth in the 56-kilogram snatch.
a big problem. Safe access has been identified asFairvale High School student Kalahai Fakahuhua has
major issue for the youth centre. It has beenepresented his school at a State level in shotput.
established that for youth to have safe access to a
facility they need to be near public transport. With Fairfield Patrician Brothers College boasts
that in mind, | call upon the Minister for Transport notable sporting talent including rugby league
to consider the allocation of some of the excesplayers Justin Morgan, Peter Sterling, Paul
State Rail land in Hurstville. It is my understandingLangmack and Greg Alexander; swimmer Michael
that the department is considering selling that landiVenden; and Nick Carle, who has represented
and leasing the air space. | ask that the departmeAustralia in the under-20s national soccer team and
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in the Olyroos Olympic squad for those under 23. Westfields has eight State rugby league
Current students such as Scott Geddes and Mattheepresentatives, four national representatives and 25
Donovan, who are both representative rugby leagustudents who have been contracted to professional
players, are following in the footsteps of those fineclubs in Australia. Lennie Becket has been selected
athletes and are representing the college witfor the Australian schoolboys team to play New
distinction. Scott has signed a contract with the&Zealand next week. | am sure that the talent being
Parramatta Eels, while Matthew recently received fostered in Fairfield high schools will continue to
Pierre de Coubertin prize, which is awarded tdeature strongly in State, national and international
athletes who personify Olympic ideals. competitions. | get great pleasure and draw
inspiration from the fact that our multicultural
Westfields Sports High School, the first sportscommunity is providing sporting stars. That shows
high school in Australia, has nurtured many finethe success that a stable, wonderful Australia can
athletes and in 1998 has again achieved excellengéve young migrants and their children so that they
at both an individual sporting level and in teamcan achieve for their nationTime expired
competitions. On Friday, 4 September, Westfields
won its sixth consecutive Commonwealth Bank Cup SUTHERLAND SHIRE LEARNING
soccer competition, whilst on the same night the DIFFICULTIES SUPPORT GROUP
girls soccer team won its third consecutive
Commonwealth Bank Shield final. On 9 September Mrs STONE (Sutherland) [6.39 p.m.]: Last
Westfields under-15 team retained the Bill TurneMonday evening | had the great pleasure of
Cup, contested by teams from both Queensland aradtending the sixteenth annual general meeting of the
New South Wales, by defeating Delroy High SchoolSutherland Shire Learning Difficulties Support
from Dubbo. Group Inc., which was originally formed by Joy
Toll. The support group is a non-profit organisation
Further soccer excellence is evidenced by thef parents, teachers and professional persons
selection of Ugur Aslan, Michael Fallah and Trentinterested and involved in the field of learning
McClenahan in the under-13 years State team ardifficulties. The group, under the leadership of its
Matthew Duffell, Matthew Hunter and Adrian president, Kathy Stait, provides invaluable
Martino in the under-14 years team to the nationaihformation and support to parents whose children
tittes in Adelaide; Tallan Martin, Victor Fernandezhave a variety of problems including learning
and Matthew Rosier in the under-15 years Statdifficulties, attention-deficit disorders and other
team; 25 players in the New South Wales Statbehavioural disorders.
league; six students training for the Joeys squad; and
six students contracted overseas to English premier The support group is actively involved in
clubs. In athletics William Wicks representededucation and speakers regularly share their
Australia at the 1998 world junior championships inknowledge and experience with the group.
France. Westfields also won 12 gold, 11 silver and/olunteers continue to support parents and teachers
17 bronze medals at the Combined High Schoolef children with learning difficulties within the
Athletics Carnival held at Homebush on 3, 4 and Sutherland shire. Although it is a shirewide service,
September, and three of the four divisions in thehe office is located in the centre of my electorate at
1998 schools knockout competition. the multipurpose centre in the Sutherland business
area, a convenient and central location. A free
In volleyball six girls and six boys from counselling service has been successful this past
Westfields have been selected to represent at Statear, and it is hoped that service can be continued,
level, whilst Paul Vaigafa has been selected in theecause the need for it has certainly been
national junior squad. In softball Westfields boysdemonstrated. Of course, there is also the issue of
softball team won the State schoolboys finalfunding, or lack of funding. A recent positive
defeating Menai High School. In figure skatingoutcome was the completion of an accurate
Olivia Masterton and Adam King were selected inclassified listing with abstracts of most of the
the national side after strong performances in theervice's library resources, which is a valuable asset.
Australian figure skating championships. They will
represent Australia in the world junior figure skating Only lack of funding will prevent additional
championships in Croatia in November. In rugbyresources from being completed. The help line,
league Westfields achieved the great feat of winningvhich is manned by volunteers, is another, well-used
both the Buckley Shield and the University Shield—facility. For 15 years the Sutherland Shire Learning
the first time a school has ever won bothDifficulties Support Group has served a proven need
competitions! in the Sutherland shire. Parents, teachers, other
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professionals and government organisations hawe both trains and buses. Those who attended the
used the organisation's resources. It is difficult tapening represented a wide cross-section of the local
believe that all this fine community work hascommunity. They included my parliamentary
continued year after year without any governmentolleague the honourable member for Wyong, Mr
support. A close look at the financial report tabled aPaul Crittenden; Councillor Judith Penton, Gosford
the annual general meeting reveals that the group&ity Council; Mr Bill Low, Central Coast District
income is derived from member activity throughSuperintendent of Schools; Mr Jeff Beehag, team
fundraising and donations, with only one small granteader, Department of Housing, Gosford; Ms
from the Sutherland Shire Council. This valuableJeanette Rai, Area Manager, Department of
most important service with a proven record receive€ommunity Services; Professor Don George,
no government support. Chairman, Central Coast Area Health Service Board;
Mr George Sidiropoulos, Chairman, central coast
Not only is that unbelievable, it is totally branch of the Poultry Meat Industry Group within
unacceptable. When | attended the annual generle New South Wales Farmers Association and the
meeting, | looked at the sea of faces, row after rovBtate vice-president of that group.
of faces of parents who deal with the daily trauma
and pressure of coping with a child with particular Others in attendance included Mrs Georgia
learning difficulties. What would the feelings of the Sidiropoulos, newly appointed member of the
young parents be? What is the nature of th&€entral Coast Area Health Service board; Mr
difficulty? The child often looks normal. The parentsGordon Welsh, Station Master, Woy Woy; Mr Eddie
are bewildered, even panicky. They do notBlackwell, project manager, Woy Woy railway
understand what is wrong or what they can do tstation upgrading; Inspector Stephen Martlew, duty
help. They need support. The capacity to share thafficer, Brishane Waters local area command; Mr
problem with someone who understands should natince Wiegold, Captain, Ettalong Fire Brigade; Mrs
be underestimated. The exchange of anecdoteBat Casey, Secretary, St Vincent de Paul Society,
worries and aspirations is their support. That is whatVoy Woy; Mr Kevin Parish, President, Central
it is all about: shared ideas and a helping hand witiCoast Commuters Association; Mr Damien Wilson,
some positive direction. Secretary, Peats State Electorate Council; Ms Gwen
Watkins, member of the Gosford City Council's
The service patron, Ken Johnson, OAM,youth council; Mr Don Wilson, Treasurer, Peninsula
suggested in the annual report that the fragmente@hamber of Commerce; Mrs Vera Royston,
and inadequate view of learning disabilities andPresident, Umina Combined Pensioners and
behavioural difficulties allows the major authoritiesSuperannuants Association; Mr Ron Young,
to select from the various models and beliefs orPresident, Patonga Beach Combined Pensioners and
learning difficulties and attention deficit disorder Superannuants Association; Mr Alf  Gorick,
and, therefore, justifies limiting the resourcesSecretary, Woy Woy Outreach—Combined
available. While this debate goes on around us, theensioners and Superannuants Association; and Mr
parents are left with the day-to-day management @ill Johnstone and Ms Pat Molloy, both from Woy
their very difficult children. The parents need ourWoy Outreach.
support, and they are entitled to it. | am asking for a
simple level of support; just enough to maintain the Mr Vince Martin, former Federal member for
service with clerical assistance. | call on theBanks, chaired the proceedings and extended a warm
honourable members whose portfolios encompassgelcome to the Premier. In my introductory remarks
health, education and community services. | do ndt commented that the Peats electorate had been
mind who responds, but these people in théonoured by the Premier's visit, although it was not
Sutherland shire need some government help. Justtlee first occasion on which he had visited the
small grant would be so helpful for them to continueelectorate. Not long after becoming Premier in 1995,
this valuable service, which is so important to theMr Carr opened the Tony Doyle memorial walking
parents. trail at Warrah Trig near Patonga. Last year he
called into Umina High School and met the
PEATS ELECTORATE OFFICE principal, teachers and staff of the school. He then
spent quite some time talking to the students. The
Ms ANDREWS (Peats) [6.43 p.m.]: The Premier took much pride in telling the students that
Premier, the Hon. Bob Carr, officially opened thehe received his secondary education at Matraville
new Peats electorate office on Friday, 18 Septembétigh School, a school very similar to theirs.
1998. The electorate office provides easy access for
all constituents. Located at 20 Blackwall Road, Woy More recently, the Premier officially opened
Woy, the office is ideally located in close proximity YIPPI Cottage, from which facility youth
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intervention programs are run. The cottage is a®ydney residents, particularly in the lead-up to the
integral part of the mental health services of thd-ederal election. The so-called long-term operating
Central Coast Area Health Service. Both the Premigslan, which routed jets for the first time over
and | paid tribute to the excellent work that the Stat&Sydney's densely populated inner east without
Government departments and agencies, the variogensultation, environmental impact assessment,
community and charitable organisations, primarsafety audits or risk management strategies, is
producers, local businesses and the citizens at larggcreasingly discredited and has done nothing to
do within the electorate. Constituents in attendanceelieve the pain in areas such as the inner west.
came not only from the Woy Woy peninsula areaAircraft noise is incompatible with residential
but also from Mooney Mooney, which is the mostamenity. In the past month, constituents have
southern part of the electorate, Mangrove Mountairincreasingly contacted my office, angered by
West Gosford and Point Clare. As the opening datescalating jet noise. Their concerns are confirmed by
fell within Education Week, and as 1998 is thereports that the eastern suburbs endured 18.5 per
sesquicentenary of public education in New Soutleent of aircraft movements between 3 and 16
Wales, we both applauded the track record of th&eptember, well in excess of the 13 per cent target
State's educators from 1848 to the present. set in the Sydney airport long-term operating plan.

The Government's strong commitment to Since the imposition of flight paths over my
public education has resulted in New South Waleslectorate in December last year, | have been fearful
becoming Australia's leader in the computers inhat the current escalation would occur. | have
schools and training program, and has placed th&ought and have been refused membership of the
State far ahead of the United States of America. Th8ydney airport community forum in order to provide
large investment by the Government in the literacya voice for my constituents who are affected by the
program was also something of which both thdorum's decisions. Large areas of the electorate of
Premier and | were justifiably proud. It was Bligh are completely unrepresented, including the
particularly pleasing to see Mrs Joan O'Connelldensely populated suburbs of Redfern, Surry Hills,
wife of the first member for Peats, Keith O'Connell,Darlinghurst, Paddington, Rushcutters Bay and Potts
in attendance. Keith served the electorate with mucRoint, which are under the north-east flight path.
dedication from 1973—the year the Peats electorate
was established—until his retirement in 1984. Prior Despite claims of noise sharing, flight paths
to that Keith served as the member for Gosford fronover the east are concentrated along two tight routes
1971 to 1973. Unfortunately, Keith was too ill toto avoid the Liberal electorate of Wentworth,
attend the official opening. maximising overflight over the same residents. The

use of annual daily averages to measure the long-

Keith was succeeded in Peats by the Hon. Pasérm operating plan target means that the east will
Landa, who served in the Wran ministry as Attorneybe bombarded with dramatically increased aircraft
General, Minister for Education, and Minister formovements during the spring and summer as the
Planning and Environment. Sadly, Paul Landa wapredominantly northerly winds in those months
only able to represent the electorate from 24 Marcimake the eastern flight paths more viable.

1984 until his untimely death on 24 November 1984.
During that brief period he was responsible for a If the Fox studio proposal for flight-free days
number of improvements within the electorate. Tonys approved by the Sydney airport community
Doyle became the next member for Peats on forum, aircraft noise will dramatically increase at
February 1985, and served the electorate very weiimes when the filming requirements of the Fox
until his retirement, due to ill health, on 20 studio are at a minimum, particularly at evenings
December 1994. Tony's death, at a relatively youngnd weekends when the greatest number of residents
age, was a big loss both for the electorate and theill be affected. The eastern departure of B747
current Government. The Premier informed all thosgumbo jets last month was significant because the
in attendance that had it not been for Tony's tragi€ederal Government said it would not happen. It
death, he would now have been a Minister in theonfirms my concern that heavier, noisier jumbo jets
Carr Government.Time expired will use the north-eastern route over Redfern,
Paddington and harbour suburbs.
AIRCRAFT NOISE

The regular departure of the 10.15 p.m. Qantas

Ms MOORE (Bligh) [6.48 p.m.]: | would like service to Tokyo confirms a complete disregard for
to speak about the ongoing assault on residents duesidential amenity. The jet has a southerly take-off
to the political manipulation of airline flight paths, a over Botany Bay but then circles north-west across
critical issue not just for my constituents but for allSydney because, according to Air Services Australia,
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the airline will complain if told to track further the public education sesquicentenary. Like most
north. It is unconscionable to send fully loadedmembers of Parliament it has been my pleasure to
international 747s over a major population centreelebrate with a cluster of schools in my electorate
late at night. The predicted doubling of airby attending a celebration. | attended an excellent
passengers in the next 10 years makes nonsensenight, with entertainment provided by a number of
fiddling with flight paths and plane quotas. Multi- schools in the St George region, such as Baldface
million dollar terminal upgrades are currently underPublic School and St George Girls High School.

way with persistent rumours that the curfew and cagydney Technical High School had a Benny
on aircraft movements will be removed. Any noiseGoodman—eat your heart out—swing band.

relief can only be short-lived as jet movements
continue to increase on all routes and spread to Tonight |

congratulate Canterbury Public
others.

School on its one hundred and twentieth anniversary.
I commend the principal, the staff, the parents and
citizens association and all those involved in the
irthday celebrations that have been conducted

each other to battle for the unattainable. Th roughout the year. Earlier in the year a dinner was
dangerously manipulated and politically channelled’®!d: and last Saturday a very successful open day
fight paths are just the latest ploy to reinforce™Was held in the s_chool grounds. C.anterbury school
Sydney airport in its present location for theWas not _onIy the fII’.St public school in my electorate
foreseeable future and to privatise it. Once that hadut the first school in the Canterbury region.
occurred Sydney will be stuck with unacceptable
aircraft noise for the term of the commercial lease,  Apart from the famous sugar mill, which was
which is at least 50 and possibly 100 years or morebuilt in 1840, and St Pauls Anglican Church at
Canterbury, which was built in 1860, Canterbury
The 30-year quest for a second airport haschool has the next oldest building; it is certainly the
achieved the status of high farce with the increasing|dest public institution. Canterbury council
political defections, Labor and coalition, from thechambers were constructed in 1879. The only
Federal Government's preferred, but clearlyyilding that is close in age to Canterbury Public
inappropriate, site, and no other site has beegchool is the original Canterbury hospital building,
seriously investigated. Honourable members musgnich is only 69 years old and which will remain on
support all communities of Sydney and tell theirye sjte of the newly developed Canterbury hospital.
Federal colleagues to stop dithering and politickingr,o original school building is one of the oldest

and ensure that the considerable resources of ﬂ%‘?(amples of a Sydney sandstone schoolhouse
Federal Government are used to plan a modern '

replacement airport outside the Sydney Basin to )
serve the expanding needs of a major city into the In fact, 25 years ago when | was first elected

next century. One resident recently summed up th Caﬁtertéur¥d.counb0|l_ It was mi; great pleaTure o
anger of many constituents when he wrote: see that building being granted a National Trust
listing. Today that listing has been extended to a

The subub ... hasbeen jolted awake at 7.00 a.m. every heritage order which means the original schoolhouse
morning this week. Last night's planes were going over untilmyst be preserved for national heritage. | am proud

The long-term operating plan is a blueprint for
noise spreading, destroying amenity for Sydne
residents, and pitting Sydney communities again

11.00 p.m. .. In thepast 15 minutes, five very loud aircraft of Canterbury's public education performance over
have passed over and now every dog in the neighbourhood ﬁ‘mse ears. It was not until 1880 that Sir Henr
barking . . . y : y

Parkes introduced his famous education legislation
| feel depressed that people living in Sydney are .. 10 ensure that every child in New South Wales had
subjected to the violence of noise pollution from our airport.the opportunity for an education. But two years
Surely we are a more progressive society to not have to dggrlier in the Canterbury region the local community

this . . .many other international cities have airports far_had seen to it that their children had the right to an
enough out of densely populated areas to not affect the public

amenity. education, and the tradition has continued.

I moved out of my previous neighbourhood because of its The current principal, Anita Rooney, is
noise levé. .. | moved to Paddington at no small expensededicated to the school's advancement and is proud
to ... live in a peaceful neighbourhood. There was no flight

of its achievements. Over the years between 13,000
and 15,000 students have been educated at that
CANTERBURY PUBLIC SCHOOL ONE school. It is important to remember the tremendous

HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY benefit derived by ge.nerations of students. The
future of the school is assured because of the

Mr MOSS (Canterbury) [6.53 p.m.]: This multicultural nature of the area and the emphasis
week right across the State we have been celebratiiigat the school places on multiculturalism. Children

path then and now there is no peace.
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who live in a multicultural society gain an University is proposing to locate campuses in a
appreciation of our ethnic mix if they receive theirnumber of different towns in my electorate and
early education at a multicultural school. lelsewhere. Bega was selected as one of the areas
congratulate Canterbury Public School on its pasihere such a campus would be located.

contribution and in particular on its efforts to

provide excellence in education for today's students. Bega High School does not have the necessary
facilities to accommodate such a campus and the
BEGA HIGH SCHOOL upgrade was sought to provide adequate

accommodation. The Minister generously gave Bega

Mr SMITH (Bega) [6.58 p.m.]: Bega High High School the planning go-ahead. The school has
School is situated on a small block of land aboutompleted its master plan and is ready to commence
one-third the size of the land on which most highthe upgrade. It is now looking to the Minister to
schools are built. The school is overcrowded becaug@ovide necessary funding to improve facilities and
it was originally designed for 700 students but todayrovide adequate accommodation for staff and the
has an enrolment of more than 1,000 studentd..000 or more children who attend that school.
School enrolments in the area vary, but, generally
speaking, Bega High School student numbers Mr MAX PURCELL
continue to grow. As the block of land is small it COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
restricts the ability of students to perform—students )
who have a high achievement rate in education, ~ Mr IEMMA (Hurstville) [7.03 p.m.]: | pay
cultural activities and sport. It was decided in 1997tibute to Max Purcell, one of the most outstanding
to send a deputation to the Minister to reques{nembers of Riverwood local community. For more

funding to upgrade Bega High School, thus ensurin}f“an four decades Max has given outstanding service
the maintenance of facilities at that school for® that community. Max was recently the recipient
students and staff. of the Premier's community service award—an
award for outstanding service to the local
ommunity. The award, one which Max richly

There was much debate about whether th tter b issed out the Ord ¢
school should be located at a new site or whether fES€MVES, COMES after he missed out on the Lrder o

should remain at its present hilly location. The ustralia—an award which is given at the Federal

parents and citizens association decided to locate t gﬁ;oé Igngcﬁ:\asr:i?::a%\t frilr?n?he()fel'\efl(i);rat'\gr o-:‘-e?he
school at a new site but it was subsequently(1 '

determined that it was impractical and that the Costﬁ_onourable r_nember for. Auburn, nomlnqted Max for
i . is outstanding work with returned service men and
of relocating the school would be exorbitant. It also

-women and for his long-standing service to the

determined that it would take many years to obtair, ... .
. . ritish Commonwealth occupation forces. Max was
the relevant permission to rebuild the school. It was "~ e .
ominated for the Premier's community award

decided that whatever improvements could be ma(gaecause of his tireless efforts in providing support to
to the school would be made, and that meant the P g supp

possible closure of High Street in Bega and th%a/l\;i:ry“personnel who served in Japan after World

levelling of ground. Public meetings were held and
the parents and citizens association met also with The British Commonwealth occupation forces

Bega Valley Shire Council to determine what COUrse onitored post-war Japan but were never given the

of action should be followed. recognition that was given to other serving defence
] ~_ personnel. Max formed the British Commonwealth
The school also sent a deputation comprisingyccupation Forces Association and served as
Tony Allen, Clare Lupton and me—all members ofpyesjdent for more than 20 years. He devoted many
the parents and citizens association—to the Ministefqours to helping members of that association and
The Minister gave the deputation permission to g@ther veterans gain recognition and obtain assistance.
ahead with the school's master plan. Earlier thishe work he did included obtaining pensions,
month the parents and citizens association wrote f@patriation benefits and other returned service
me stating that the plan had been completed and thahtittlements for BCOFA members who had been
it was now looking for funding to upgrade the genjed those benefits. Max worked as their advocate
school. | hasten to add that the Bega High Schogh putting together submissions and assisting them to
upgrade has nothing to do with the proposed scho@lchieve the recognition they had been denied for
in Merimbula. Bega High School draws its studentsnany years. That work is what led Ted Connors to
from Bega and the outlying areas of Cobargopominate Max for an Order of Australia and
Quaama and Bemboka—small villages which haveubsequently the Premier's community service
had a tremendous growth in population. The schoddward. Unfortunately, Max missed out on the Order
requested this upgrade because Wollongongf Australia.
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| am reminded of the comments of formerfaced a higher maximum penalty of 20 years gaol.
Prime Minister Paul Keating who declined an offerBut increasing the penalties is not always the whole
of an Order of Australia. He said that the trend oveanswer. This bill builds on this earlier change in the
the last few years had been for Orders of Australidaw and is designed to ensure home owners know
to go to more high-profile members in thetheir rights in protecting themselves and their
community rather than those at the grassroots levelamilies. The Hon. John Tingle, in another place,
who often worked tirelessly without much introduced the original bill. |1 understand that his
recognition, fuss or bother, who made an enormousoncerns about the matter first arose out of calls
contribution to the community and who often wentfrom members of the public, when he was on
unrewarded and unrecognised. The former Prim8ydney radio. | understand he often took calls from
Minister also said that it would be more fitting for people unclear about their rights and resolved to do
Orders of Australia awards to go to people like thesomething about the confusion.
Max Purcells of this world. Max, in accepting the
Premier's community service award, has at last The current bill is a result of productive
received long-overdue recognition. Max has spentegotiations between the Government and the Hon.
many hours working for the local community, theJohn Tingle. The current bill addresses the growing
Legion club and the Riverview Bowling Club in confusion and concern about a person's rights when
Josephine Street, Riverwood. The granting of théefending his or her home, other people and
Premier's community service award is a richlyproperty. This bill ensures a simple test of self-
deserved honour for Max Purcell—one of Australia'slefence applies to the home. If the test is satisfied,

finest. there can be no finding of criminality on the part of
a victim of a home invasion. Put simply, a victim of

Private members' statements noted. a home invasion who reasonably believes that he or

she is in danger, can defend himself or herself. It

BILL RETURNED does not allow people to act as vigilantes. The

current common law of self-defence is not easily
The following bill was returned from the ascertained. Often it is only to be found buried in

Legislative Council without amendment: law reports or legal textbooks. The Government
agrees with the Hon. John Tingle that the
Liquor Amendment (Restaurants and Nightclubs) Bill community would be better served by clearer,

simpler laws in this area.
HOME INVASION (OCCUPANTS

PROTECTION) BILL | turn now to the key provisions. Clause 6

seeks to codify the existing law of self-defence for
Bill introduced and read a first time. occupants of dwelling houses against intruders. The
person asserting self-defence must honestly believe
Second Reading on reasonable grounds that it was necessary to do

what he or she did in self-defence. This definition is
Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police) balanced in two ways. First, the person asserting

[7.10 p.m.]: | move: self-defence must have actually believed that the
degree of force used was necessary. Second, that
That this bill be now read a second time. belief must have been based on reasonable grounds.

These two elements build into the law in this area
The Government is pleased to introduce the Homghe crucial concept of proportionality. Of course, in
Invasion (Occupants Protection) Bill. As the Premiell serious matters the defendant has the right to
said at the beginning of this session, the Governmeihfave the question of whether he or she acted in self-
intends to make the law of self-defence in the homeefence—in accordance with the test—determined
clear and simple. The Government wants it knowrby community members acting on a jury.
that the law is there to protect the innocent and
punish the guilty. The Government is constantly  Clause 7 ensures an identical test applies to
giving more rights to victims of crime to make theacts undertaken in defence of other people. Clause 8
legal system into a justice system. Home invasion igodifies the position in relation to the defence of
a terrible crime. It is a crime of violence that canproperty. The common law in this area has been
destroy the sanctity of the family home. rather unclear. The clause makes it clear that an

occupant can act in defence of property provided he

In 1995 the Government amended the Crimesr she believes on reasonable grounds that it is

Act so that an intruder who entered a residenceecessary to do what he or she did. Again, the
knowing there were people at home automaticallgefendant must have actually believed that the
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degree of force used was necessary. The belief must Clause 11(2) states that if proceedings are
also have been based on reasonable grounds. Clagggnmenced against a person as a result of a
9 codifies the interpretation which has been place@onfrontation with an intruder, the occupant must be
on the element of reasonable grounds. It states thgfought before the court within nine months. This

the reasonable grounds requirement should ovision is to ensure that, after a person has been

interpreted with reference to the position an harged—or other proceedings commenced—the

Egﬁﬁgpfoomnpgtég eo?)j(gi:l:i?/eedénijsigo'{ with regard t(r)natter is dealt with promptly. It does not mean that

the ultimate proceedings concerning a person's guilt
Clause 10 codifies the onus of proof where0l innocence must be commenced in the nine-month

self-defence, along with the defence of others operiod. Clause 12 seeks to clarify the position that a
property, is at issue. In short, the prosecution wilperson will be immune from civil liability for his or
bear the onus of disproving the defence beyontler acts provided he or she has acted lawfully in
reasonable doubt, once it has been raised by tkelf-defence or in the defence of others or property.
accused. When self-defence is raised, the defendargis bill clarifies the law. This bill turns judge-made
must genuinely raise the issue in evidence. Once thgy into the law the community wants. This bill
defendant has done so, the obligation is then on t%sures, in the words of the Hon. John Tingle, that

prosecution to disprove ~the defence beyoni’his Parliament defends people’s right to regard their
reasonable doubt. It should be understood that Onﬁ%me as their castle
0 .

the defendant has raised the issue of self-defence,
or she does not need to prove anything. Clause 11
seeks to clarify the position that a person will be
immune from criminal liability for his or her acts
provided that he or she has acted lawfully in self- House adjourned at 7.15 p.m. until
defence or in the defence of others or property. Tuesday, 13 October 1998, at 2.15 p.m.

Debate adjourned on motion by Mr Smith.



