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LEGISLATIVE ASSERMERLYY

Tuesday, 13 October 1998

Mr Speaker (The Hon. John Henry the People's Government of the Xigang District,
Murray) took the chair at 2.15 p.m. Dalian, and accompanied by a former member of
this House, Peter Anderson.
Mr Speaker offered the Prayer.
PETITIONS
ASSENT TO BILLS
Governor of New South Wales
Assent to the following bills reported:
Petitions praying that the office of Governor of
Law Enforcement (Controlled Operations) Amendment Bill New South Wales not be downgraded’ received from
Local Government Amendment (Ombudsman's'\/Ir Armstrong, Mr Blackmore, Mr Bronen’ Mrs
Recommendations) Bill Chikarovski, Mr Collins, Mr Debnam, Mr Ellis,
Liquor Amendment (Restaurants and Nightclubs) Bill Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr Hartcher, Mr
National Park§ and Wildlife (Parrame_ltta Region_al Park) Bi_II Hazzard, Mr Humpherson, Dr Kernohan, Mr
Ic_segal Professmp Amendrqent (Practice of Eore|gn Law) Bill Kerr, Mr Kinross, Mr MacCarthy, Mr Merton,
reyhound Racing Authority Amendment Bill .
Mr O'Doherty, Mr O'Farrell, Mr Phillips, Mr
Photios, Mr Richardson, Mr Rozzoli, Mr Schipp,
REGISTER OF DISCLOSURES Ms Seaton, Mrs Skinner, Mr Smith, Mrs Stone

Mr SPEAKER: | table a copy of primary and andMr Tink .
ordinary returns as at 30 June 1998 of the Register
of Disclosures by members of the Legislative
Assembly.

Native Title (New South Wales) Amendment Bill

Macleay District Hospital

Petition praying that Macleay District Hospital

Ordered to be printed. be adequately funded, received fravit Jeffery .

OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN Ryde Hospital
Report Petition praying that Ryde Hospital and its
services be retained, received fraviv Tink .
Mr Speaker announced, pursuant to section
31AA of the Ombudsman Act 1974, receipt of the Land Tax
report entitled "Risk Assessment of Police Officers",
dated October 1998. Petitions praying that land tax on the family
home be abolished, received fromr Blackmore,
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE UPON Mr Brogden, Mrs Chikarovski, Mr Collins, Mr
SMALL BUSINESS Debnam, Mr Ellis, Ms Ficarra, Mr Glachan, Mr
Hartcher, Mr Hazzard, Mr Humpherson, Dr
Report Kernohan, Mr Kerr, Mr MacCarthy, Mr Merton,

Mr  O'Farrell, Mr Phillips, Mr Photios,
The Clerk announced receipt of the reportMr Richardson, Mr Rozzoli, Mr Schipp, Ms
entitted "Security of Payment for the New SouthSeaton, Mrs Skinner, Mr Smith, Mrs Stone and
Wales Building Industry”, dated September 1998. Mr Tink .

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS Land Tax

Mr SPEAKER: | draw the attention of Petition praying that land tax on the family
members to the presence in the public gallery of Aome be abolished, and that the investment tax
delegation from the city of Dalian, China. Thethreshold be increased from $160,000 to $320,000,
delegation is led by Mr Xu Conggqi, the President ofreceived fromMrs Skinner.
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Kings Cross and Woolloomooloo Policing homes, schools, child-care centres, hospitals, and
aged-care centres, received fr@n Macdonald.
Petition praying for increased police strength at
Kings Cross local area command and police foot North Head to Little Manly Point Spoil Tunnel
patrols in  Woolloomooloo, received from
Ms Moore. Petition praying that construction of the spoil
tunnel from North Head to Little Manly Point be
Surry Hills Policing opposed and that the excavated sandstone stockpiled
at North Head be used to rehabilitate the North
Petition praying for increased police presencélead sewage treatment plant, received from
in the Surry Hills area, received frois Moore. Dr Macdonald.

East Sydney and Darlinghurst Policing Exeter Quarrying Prohibition

Petition praying for increased police presence Petition praying that quarrying be prohibited
in East Sydney and Darlinghurst, received frifis  within specified areas adjacent to the village of
Moore. Exeter, received fronMs Seaton

Kings Cross Policing Septic Tank Fee Exemption

Petition praying for increased police presence Petition praying that septic tank owners west

in Kings Cross, received frorils Moore. of the Great Dividing Range be exempted from
septic tank inspection and registration fees, received
Mittagong Police Prisoner Escort Duty from Mr Souris.

Petition praying that Mittagong police not be Northside Storage Tunnel Ventilation Exhaust
used to escort prisoners to and from courts, received

from Ms Seaton Petitions praying that a permanent ventilation
exhaust not be located in Tunks Park valley or the
Sir David Martin Reserve car park adjoining Long Bay, received from

Mr Collins, Mr Ellis, Mr Kerr, Mr Rozzoli and
Petition praying that the Sir David Martin Mr Smith .
Reserve be returned to the public following the
Olympics, received fronMs Moore. Cooranbong F3 Noise Reduction Barriers

Olympic Games Australian Flag Use Petition praying that noise reduction barriers
be erected on the F3 at Cooranbong, received from
Petition praying that the Australian Flag beMr Hunter .
maintained in promotional material for the Sydney
Olympic Games, received froMdr Schipp. Manly Wharf Bus Services

Mattara Lodge Petition praying that plans to move bus
services from Manly wharf to Gilbert Park be
Petition praying that funds raised for anabandoned, received froBbr Macdonald.
accommodation service for disabled people by
Mattara Lodge be used for that purpose, received Moore Park Passive Recreation
from Mr Mills .
Petition praying that Moore Park be used for
Cessnock Sydney Waste Dumping passive recreation after construction of the Eastern
Distributor and that car parking not be permitted in
Petition praying that Sydney waste not beMoore Park, received frorvls Moore.
dumped at Cessnock, received fronn Neilly .
Moore Park Light Rail System
Transmission Structures
Petition praying that a light rail public
Petition praying that telecommunicationtransport system be established to serve sporting
carriers not be allowed to erect transmissiorvenues and the Fox entertainment centre at Moore
structures within close proximity to residential Park, received fronMs Moore.
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Inland Fishing Licence Revenue Mr CARR: | refer the Leader of the
Opposition to the substantial initiative | announced
Petition praying that the introduction of inland only half an hour ago, which | am happy to describe
fishing licences be reviewed, received fromin detail if any member of the House would care to

Mr Windsor . ask about it.
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS MINIMUM SERIOUS CRIME PENALTIES
Mr SPEAKER: | draw the attention of the Mr STEWART: My question without notice

House to the presence in the gallery of the Speakés to the Premier, Minister for the Arts, and Minister
of the Bangladesh National Parliament, Speakdor Ethnic Affairs. What is the Government's
Choudhyry, who is accompanied by the Bangladeshiesponse to the proposal by the New South Wales
Consul General, Mr Khouri. Also present is theChief Justice on sentencing guidelines for judges?
Welsh Under-Secretary of State, Peter Hain. On

behalf of members | welcome them to the Mr Photios: | raise a point of order on two
Legislative Assembly. counts. First, the question of the honourable member
for Lakemba constitutes tedious repetition: the
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE question has already been asked of the Premier.

Second, the rules provide for a supplementary
question to be asked only by the member who asked
the original question.

MINIMUM SERIOUS CRIME PENALTIES
Mr SPEAKER: Order! No point of order is
Mr COLLINS: My question is to the Premier. involved. | call the honourable member for Broken
Given the overwhelming support for the toughemill to order.
dangerous driving sentences covered in the Chief
Justice's guidelines to judges, will the Premier now Mr CARR: The Government welcomes the
accept responsibility for sentencing and finallylandmark decision by the Court of Criminal Appeal
review the application of minimum penalties for allled by Chief Justice Spigelman. The appeal court
serious crimes committed in this State? said in relation to dangerous driving offences that
New South Wales trial judges "do not appear to
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has not have reflected in their sentences the seriousness with
yet commenced his answer and the honourabMhich society regards such offences"”.
member for North Shore has interjected. | place her
on three calls to order. Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Gordon to order.
Mr CARR: We are asked to overlook the fact
that the team opposite, which was in government for Mr CARR: The Parliament shares that view.
seven years in this State—between 1988 and tHdy Government has introduced over 100 pieces of
happy day of liberation in March 1995—had everylaw and order related legislation. Many of them have
opportunity to strip the criminal law of this State of been to increase penalties for certain offences,
any feature it found objectionable. Indeed, there ifncluding dealing in drugs and possessing weapons.
the happy coincidence that none other than th&he Parliament is doing its job; now there are signs
present Leader of the Opposition was the Attorneyhat the judges will do their job. The court decision
General for part of that period. A look at his recordmeans that, first, there are principles for judges to
whilst he was Attorney General shows that he didonsider in sentencing driving offenders. Second,
indeed get tough in one corner of the law: hgudges must provide an explanation if they deviate
increased the criminal penalties that attached tfxom those principles. | believe that judges should
bungee jumping. The member of the Blairhave similar responsibilities in relation to other
Government, Peter Hain, who is in the gallery todayffences; in other words, not just the category of
would appreciate the slogan of the other side: tougtriving offences that were addressed yesterday.
on bungee jumping; tough on the causes of bungee
jumping. Therefore, today the Government has decided
to give the Court of Criminal Appeal new powers to
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable establish sentencing guidelines for a range of crimes.
member for Wakehurst to order. | call thelt will not be necessary to link them to certain cases
honourable member for Baulkham Hills to order. Ibefore the court. Under the plan the Attorney
call the honourable member for Pittwater to order. General will make application to the Court of
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Criminal Appeal to trigger the court's power to make Mr CARR: One measure of the Government's
guidelines for certain offences. Because this will nosuccess is that there is—and this will surprise many
be case specific, the Government's plan removes tloé you—a shadow minister for the environment on
ad hoc nature of the current approach. The Attornethe other side of the House.

General will present these proposals to the next

State Cabinet meeting. The Government will also Mr Debus: Name the person.

consider which offences should be the subject of

application by the Attorney to the Court of Criminal Mr CARR: It is very difficult to bring the
Appeal. name to mind. However, we have had a look at the
files and it seems that since 3 December last year,
TIMBER INDUSTRY ASSISTANCE when she was appointed, a total of only nine

statements have been made by the shadow minister.
Mr ARMSTRONG: My question is to the
Premier. Has the State's timber resource been clhterruption
under the Government by 80 per cent, costing
hundreds of jobs? How can he justify this massive As my colleague the Minister for the Olympics
economic loss when his attempts to pander to theeminds me, most of those were on the Liberal
Greens, once described by him as ravenous timbéradership. However, she made one statement and it
wolves, has failed with the breakdown of the northis a beauty! She said she would repeal the gazettal
east forest talks? of any national park in the south-east of New South
Wales that had been declared by the Government
Mr CARR: Fancy using a jocular referencebefore agreement with the Commonwealth. The
made by me many years ago when we are in thshadow minister for the environment, whose duties
middle of the most serious and sustained forestrgncompass responsibility for the great national park
reform ever attempted in Australial Thesystem of New South Wales, is in the unique
Government's forestry reforms have led to thesituation of not being on record promising to declare
creation of new jobs in the timber industry, truea new nature reserve, but promising to repeal those
value adding and, at the same time, the saving of thereated by the Government. That is certainly a most
high-conservation value old-growth forests of Newinteresting approach to policy making.
South Wales.
NATIVE VEGETATION REGENERATION
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
member for Monaro to order. | place the honourable Mr NEILLY: My question without notice is
member for Vaucluse on two calls to order. directed to the Minister for Agriculture, and Minister
for Land and Water Conservation. What is the
Mr CARR: Under the Government no fewer Government doing to help land-holders regenerate
than 66 new national parks have been created. native vegetation on their properties?

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable Mr AMERY: | commend the honourable
member for Baulkham Hills on three calls to ordermember for Cessnock for his keen interest in rural
When | placed the honourable member for Norttmatters. Today is obviously an environmental day.
Shore on three calls to order for interjecting at thérhe honourable member for Cessnock received the
start of question time, | thought | had made cleacall only slightly ahead of the honourable member
my attitude to constant interruptions. Those memberfor Lane Cove, so the Minister for the Environment
who have been called to order are now deemed t@and | will be waiting in anticipation for a strong
be on three calls to order. pro-environment, pro-conservation question from the

honourable member for Lane Cove. The native

Mr CARR: Under the Government the south-vegetation legislation was introduced earlier this
east forests of New South Wales have been saved year and | am pleased with the excellent progress
one of those great new national parks. Both thé¢hat has been made in a relatively short time in the
conservationists and the timber industry are novimplementation of the various stages of the
working together, not locked into the endlesdegislation.
conflict that resulted in the outcomes achieved by
the former coalition Government. The Native Vegetation Act is all about ways to

better manage our native vegetation. | emphasise

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for the that the legislation is not about preventing land-
Environment and other Ministers obviously have aolders from clearing. The value of native vegetation
deep interest in the subject matter of the questiomust be acknowledged, and it must be appreciated
However, | ask them to cease interjecting. that it can have a significant impact on soil structure
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and overall farm production. The legislation is notregional and country areas that there is more to

about containing farm operations; when useadome. As the Minister for Information Technology

properly it can enhance agricultural productionsaid a little while ago, when | am presenting the

Clearing by one land-holder can affect a wholecheques and making the announcements all the

region, neighbouring properties and everNational Party members, the biggest critics of the

neighbouring catchments. native vegetation legislation, will line up to have
their photographs taken with the cheques by the

In years gone by large dust storms that havéocal press.

swamped cities such as Adelaide and Melbourne

have been portrayed graphically in the news media. Mr Fraser: They will all bounce.

Much of that has been attributed to unauthorised or

irresponsible land clearing on a large scale. Mr AMERY: The honourable member for

Increased salinity and rising watertables are otheCoffs Harbour will not get in the picture. The fund

examples of what happens when too much land is an ideal way for the Government to offer

cleared in one area. The critics, including someéncentives and there has been considerable interest in

members of the State Opposition, have claimed thdhe fund, particularly from the farming community.

the Native Vegetation Act is all about regulationLet me explain how the funding will be distributed.

rather than incentives. The Native Vegetation Management Fund is divided
into two sections. The first involves grants of up to
Mr D. L. Page: Correct. $10,000 which are payable to land-holders who want

to carry out simple native vegetation management

Mr AMERY: The honourable member for work such as fencing, weed control or
Ballina, the shadow minister, says, "Correct"revegetation—similar to the grant to the constituent
However, the contrary is the truth. The New Souttof the honourable member for Murrumbidgee to
Wales Government wants to encourage sound langhich | have just referred.
management practices and, to that end, has
introduced the Native Vegetation Management Fund. | encourage interested farmers to make
That fund will be worth $15 million over three yearsinquiries about the relevant criteria and about how to
and was earmarked in the Native Vegetatiorapply for grants, and to attend the local office of the
Conservation Act. The criteria for the fund haveDepartment of Land and Water Conservation. The
been set by the independent Native Vegetatiosecond section of the fund involves grants of more
Advisory Council, or NVAC as it is known. That than $10,000 which are payable to land-holders who
council is a body of stakeholders from across Newvant to carry out more substantial work involving
South Wales which was set up under the Act tdhe revegetation or rehabilitation of large areas of
advise on native vegetation issues. land. That second system will involve land-holders

entering into property agreements with the

| am pleased to announce that as a result ddepartment of Land and Water Conservation to
the work and deliberations of NVAC money canoutline the management of native vegetation on
now be made available to land-holders and farmerslesignated properties.
The first recipient of money from the Native
Vegetation Management Fund is a farmer in the Those agreements could include trade-offs
Murrumbidgee area who resides near Leeton. Hehereby appropriate clearing can be offset by the
will receive $10,500 from the fund. The work heestablishment, enhancement or retention of native
wants to undertake involves the fencing ofvegetation on the relevant property. The property
11.4 hectares of open woodland, weed control andgreement will be for a specified period, usually
shrub planting. The farmer has signed a properthetween five and 10 vyears. If both parties
agreement with the Department of Land and Wateagree—and | emphasise that—it can also be

Conservation. registered on the land title papers so that it will be
binding on any future owners of the property. The
Mr Cruickshank: Name him. New South Wales Government has $15 million to

give away under this scheme over the next three
Mr AMERY: He is prepared to be named atyears. | encourage land-holders to apply for grants. |
the appropriate time; he is a constituent of theencourage members of the National Party, on behalf
honourable member for Murrumbidgee. | understandf farmers, to make representations to me seeking
he is extremely pleased to be in line for this moneyunding.
and, within the next week or so, the Government
will hand over a cheque to him. That is the first Considerable interest has already been shown
example, and let me say to members representing the Native Vegetation Management Fund, and |
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understand that several applications are already Dr REFSHAUGE: | commend the honourable

being processed. Once again | remind the House thatember for Tamworth for his genuine concern about

native vegetation can result in significant benefits taural issues. It is not surprising that the National

farmers. It can control salinity, the dust storms IParty did not want him as its spare candidate, but |

have mentioned, and watertables. | am told that them delighted that the word is that he will still stand

benefits of native vegetation range from providingfor Parliament at the next election.

shade and shelter to livestock, which in turn can

reduce heat stress, improve ewe and ram fertility Mrs Stone: You won't have to visit. Just

and improve milk production in dairy cattle by up toanswer "Yes" or "No."

17 per cent. Native vegetation can also help improve

crop production by reducing moisture loss, reducing Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the

pest damage and increasing yields. Native vegetatidronourable member for Ermington on two calls to

provides a number of benefits, and the New Soutbrder.

Wales Government is committed to helping farmers

manage it just that little bit better. Dr REFSHAUGE: It is not surprising that the

preselection of the honourable member for

| conclude by noting that the Leader of theSutherland is under challenge right now from the

Opposition has claimed on ABC radio, in relation toDeputy Leader of the Opposition and his group.

the Native Vegetation Conservation Act, "lI'd tear itMaulers are a bit of a problem out there, but |

up and start again." The Leader of the Oppositionassure the House that the honourable member for

who is very relaxed these days and unencumberestrathfield is in an even worse position. The group

by any leadership challenges, says of the nativis working on him. The word is that he does not

vegetation legislation that he would tear it up anchave the numbers; he is out.

start again. That comment is fully endorsed by the

National Party. Does the Leader of the Opposition Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will

intend to block the money the Government is abouanswer the question.

to give to the farmer in Leeton or the other $15

million that is to come on line because it is to be Dr REFSHAUGE: | am proud that the

allocated under the Act? If he tears up the Act, h&overnment has been able to expand the retrieval

tears up the $15 million. services to country New South Wales.

Will he scrap the community committees that Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
have been set up under the Act to have direct inpuhember for Gosford to order.
into how native vegetation is managed? New South
Wales has the local committees. The coalition Dr REFSHAUGE: It is important that the
governments of other States have central controGovernment has been able to make emergency
Will the Leader of the Opposition get rid of thoseretrieval services available to a greater area of
local committees? He will bring in a centralisedcountry New South Wales. The Government has
system or, as we all suspect from the cheers froraxamined a range of options for improving the level
members of the National Party, there will be noof fixed-wing transport services, which are usually a
system at all. | challenge the Leader of thesecondary rather than a primary response. | am
Opposition to refute the worthwhile news | havehappy to fully brief the honourable member for
spoken of today and to tell land-holders that byramworth on that information and to ascertain what
tearing up the legislation and starting again he wilspecific information he is seeking for analysis by the
do away with the $15 million package and with thecommunity committee. His interest in helicopter

local committees. rescue services and his commitment to securing a
decent service, rather than merely a political answer,
NEW ENGLAND HELICOPTER RESCUE is much appreciated. | will make sure that the
SERVICE information is fully analysed with him and see the

best way forward.

Mr WINDSOR: My question without notice
is addressed to the Minister for Health. Given the Mr SPEAKER: Order! | remind the
Minister's great concern for the environment and fohonourable member for Wakehurst that he is on
the health of the people of New South Wales, willthree calls to order.
he order the New South Wales Ambulance Service
to make available patient movement data in the New Mr WINDSOR: | ask a supplementary
England health region to a community committeequestion. It appears that the Minister did not
that has been set up to establish the viability of anderstand the question. The question referred to a
helicopter rescue service in that region? helicopter rescue service—
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Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Mr YEADON: The honourable member for
member for Tamworth is entitted to ask aFairfield always works tirelessly to create jobs,
supplementary question; he should not reiterate thgarticularly for the young people in western Sydney.
original question. The Carr Labor Government is delivering jobs to

New South Wales through its jobs plan, which is

Mr WINDSOR: In view of the Minister's bringing great benefits to western Sydney.
answer, will he address the question, which was
about a helicopter rescue service? Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable

member for Davidson to order. | place the

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The supplementary honourable member for Northcott on two calls to
guestion is in order. order.

Dr REFSHAUGE: In regard to helicopter Mr YEADON: On 18 September | had the
retrieval, the Coffs Harbour proposal that was pupleasure of launching the latest investment by
forward by people in that area was initially refusedSungeiway, the company that owns Wonderland
so that the helicopter retrieval service based &ydney. The investment will involve $750 million
Lismore could be maintained. That is an importanand will create 6,000 new jobs in western Sydney.
distinction that has been welcomed by the former
National Party member for that region. Presently Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable
there are helicopter retrieval service sites at Lismoranember for Ku-ring-gai to order.

Newcastle, Sydney and the Australian Capital

Territory. Helicopter retrieval services are available Mr YEADON: That investment will result in
to the whole of the east coast and they are certainly major addition to the amusement park and the
available to the hinterland. A number of towns arecreation of a high-technology park immediately
certainly keen to have helicopter retrieval servicesadjacent to that facility.

but after examining the caseload and the alternative

of road transport, which in many centres is as Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the honourable
efficient or more efficient than the helicopter member for Davidson on three calls to order.
retrieval service, at present the Government does not

believe there is an appropriate need for extra Mr YEADON: The Government played a

helicopter retrieval services in those areas. major role in bringing that investment to fruition,
which is very much recognised by Sungeiway. | will
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the give the House further examples of jobs generated

honourable member for Coffs Harbour on three callpy the Carr Labor Government in western Sydney.
to order.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Serjeant-at-

Dr REFSHAUGE: | am happy to talk with Arms to remove the honourable member for
the honourable member for Tamworth about théittwater.
predictions for monthly patient transfer figures to
ascertain what those figures will be in five years, ofThe honourable member for Pittwater left the
even next year. We will then be aware of the issue€hamber, accompanied by the Serjeant-at-Afms.
raised by those figures and the possibility of
expanding the service. The short answer to the Mr YEADON: Over the past year the Connell

guestion is yes. Group has consolidated its two manufacturing
operations at Ingleburn, which has resulted in an

WESTERN SYDNEY JOBS PLAN investment of $1.8 million and the creation of 28

new jobs. Stainless Tube Mills consolidated its

Mr TRIPODI: | ask the Minister for Sydney factories and has invested $4.5 million in

Information Technology, Minister for Forestry, western Sydney, creating 40 new jobs. Hawker
Minister for Ports, and Minister Assisting the Pacific won a major contract to refurbish the New
Premier on Western Sydney what is the latesfealand Air Force's fleet of Orion aircraft.
information on the Government's jobs plan for

Sydney's west? Mr Collins: Both of them!

Mr SPEAKER: Orderl | remind the Mr YEADON: It might be only two, but it
honourable member for Monaro that he is on threavill create 40 new jobs at Richmond and will
calls to order. involve an investment of $4.5 million. The Leader
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of the Opposition scorns these initiatives becausimdustries. Corporate Partners for Change has the
those opposite do not care about jobs or abowgupport of major industry associations as well as
western Sydney. Thanks to this Government, Bindividual companies. The initiative has the backing
Goodrich has chosen Villawood, which is adjacenbf the Australian Industry Group, Australian
to my electorate, to establish a $17.5 millionBusiness and the Retail Traders Association.
investment site, which will generate 45 jobs, to
manufacture wheel and brake assemblies for Qantas. In addition, major firms such as Woolworths,
International electronics giant, Philips, is setting uprarget, Franklins, Angus and Coote, Stowe
its new world headquarters for traffic managemenfustralia, Bass Electrical and Ozemail are partners
systems at Moorebank, in Sydney's west. | am suri@ the initiative. What are the local businesses and
the local member is absolutely delighted about thatommunities of western Sydney saying about this
investment, which will deliver $16 million and initiative? Here are some of the headlines that have
create 80 jobs directly and 300 jobs indirectly.greeted the news of these training seminars: the
Streets Ice Cream recently opened its $70 milliodPenrith City Star "Boost for jobs"; theMt Druitt &
new high-tech ice-cream factory at Minto, creatingSt Marys Standard "Push for youth jobs"; the
170 new jobs. Penrith Press "Youth given the chance for work";
the Blacktown Advocate"At last—youth jobs"; and
[Interruption the Parramatta Advertiser "Crucial step to a
career".
The Leader of the Opposition is trying to keep
his own job, but Labor is delivering jobs for western Members of the House should compare those
Sydney. On 3 September | had the pleasure dfeadlines with the achievements of the Opposition.
launching the Government's draft regionallt is a big yawn for members opposite because they
environment plan for Parramatta. It is an excellentio not care, but this Government cares and it is
plan, and | commend the Minister for Urban Affairsdoing something about job creation in western
and Planning, and Minister for Housing, and hisSydney. The Opposition's western Sydney task force
staff, Parramatta City Council and the localhas met on only four occasions since its announced
Parramatta community for their excellent work onformation on 4 March, which is more than seven
the plan. It is another fine example of thismonths ago. On my calculations it has met about
Government's ability to produce a plan that caronce every 50 days. If the task force meets any
promote job creation while balancing cultural,more frequently, | swear its members will collapse
environmental and heritage issues. It is similar to thérom exhaustion! The Labor Government is totally
Government's achievements in the reform of théocused on its jobs plan for New South Wales. It is
forestry industry. the only party capable of delivering jobs to the
families and businesses of western Sydney.
Over the next 20 years, through innovative
planning and delivery of services, Parramatta will SUTHERLAND SHIRE FIRE PROTECTION
accommodate 90,000 employees compared with the
current 35,000, that is, 55,000 jobs over 20 years. Mr McMANUS: My question without notice
While the Opposition is fighting over whetheris directed to the Minister for Corrective Services,
Charlie Lynn from the other place turned up atMinister for Emergency Services, and Minister
meetings at its so-called western Sydney task forcéssisting the Premier on the Arts. What is the
the Government has set up a pioneering initiative foGovernment's response to an audit conducted by the
western Sydney, Corporate Partners for Change, aew South Wales Rural Fire Service on resources in
initiative of the Office of Western Sydney in the Sutherland shire?
partnership with the Department of Education and

Training, industry, unions and the community to Mr DEBUS: The honourable member for
help 160 people in western Sydney successfullBulli is dedicated to the cause of emergency services
make the transition to jobs and traineeships. throughout this State as well as in his own

electorate. During the past four years this

Starting this week, information and recruitmentGovernment has shown in the most tangible form
sessions were held in Parramatta and Rhodes that it is utterly committed to providing the New
select 60 young people from western Sydney wh&outh Wales Rural Fire Service with an unparalleled

will be given the opportunity to become skilled for level of resources and equipment. During the past

jobs under the first intake of Corporate Partners fofour years this Government has allocated more than
Change. Those 60 young people will undertake pres125 million in additional funding over and above
vocational training in preparation for employment inthe level provided by the previous coalition
the information technology, retail or electrical Government—a total of $265 million. Sutherland
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shire has shared in that increase. The Fahey-Collirgutherland shire has the highest level of fire
Government allocated Sutherland shire $2 million irprotection and, second, that Sutherland—
four years—in the equivalent period that this
Government allocated $3.6 million. Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member for Sutherland will cease interjecting. |
Over the past four years | have travelled thesuggest that she move away from the honourable
roads of New South Wales as emergency servicamember for Murray; he is obviously a bad influence.
Minister and spoken to mayors and councillors in
almost every shire in the State. | have spent time Mr DEBUS: Mr Speaker, your advice is well
with rural fire control officers and | have met placed because the honourable member for
literally hundreds—probably thousands—of RuralSutherland is trying to steal $400,000 from the
Fire Service volunteers. In all that time | have beerhonourable member for Murray. The audit that |
impressed by the pragmatic, realistic anchave mentioned confirms that Sutherland Shire
non-partisan way in which bush fire fighting acrossCouncil has been sitting on more than a million
this State is approached by all those who work irdollars—more than 10 times the statewide average
the area. Many of those with whom | have dealt ndor any expenditure backlog. To put it another way,
doubt have spent much of their time in theSutherland council's unspent backlog funds, as
intricacies of National Party local politics, but whenaudited yesterday, are more than twice the entire
it comes to the serious business of preparing to figrannual average allocation received by individual
the scourge of bushfires they do not indulge in liesshires around the State. Councils all over the State
petty point-scoring and the kind of behaviour thatare in real need. They spend their money when they
would unduly alarm and terrify local citizens who get it and they look rather longingly at councils such
may stand in the path of the flames. as Mayor Schreiber's, which believes that it has the
luxury of keeping its money in hollow logs.
In this respect Mr Schreiber, the Mayor of
Sutherland, stands alone. He has been running As recently as today the mayor of Cobar wrote
around his shire having himself photographed ino me pointing out that when Cobar shire bids for
front of any fire truck he can find and spraying outequipment that is necessary the equipment is bought
unverifiable and alarmist claims like a manand on the ground at the earliest possible time. The
possessed. He does not care what the truth is. Heayor of Cobar said, "It is inconceivable to me that
does not care if local residents are senselesshny council should simply sit on funds while other
alarmed. Sutherland shire has a level of firecouncils are in need." Which honourable members
protection that is unsurpassed in this State. opposite would volunteer to give up their money?
This is the central reason why the Rural Fire Service
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | place the Deputy agreed, at the request of Sutherland council, to carry
Leader of the Opposition on three calls to order. forward expenditure allocated but unspent over the
place the honourable member for Gosford on threkast five financial years, but only on the condition
calls to order. that the allocation for the present financial year
would be reduced to $662,000. No other
Mr DEBUS: It has skilled and highly trained arrangement could possibly be fair to needy councils
volunteers. Each year councils across the State bttroughout the rest of country New South Wales.
for equipment needed by their bush fire brigades and
they are allocated on the basis of need. These Indeed, Sutherland Shire Council still has
allocations are for today's firefighting needs; theywastly more money to spend this year than most
are not meant to be stuck under the mattress. Whilether councils. Its unspent funds are more than
Sutherland Shire Council shared in the increasedouble the annual average total allocations of most
funding for rural fire fighting under this councils. The honourable member for Sutherland is
Government, for a number of reasons it accumulatenlying to steal money off all those beside her. In
a backlog of more than $1 million in unspentrecent days Mayor Schreiber has been denying that
equipment allocation. The Rural Fire Service relieche has any backlog; he has been denying the
on the advice of Sutherland council for thisinformation provided on council letterhead from his
information. The general manager of Sutherlandwn council four months ago. He lives in an
council wrote to the Rural Fire Service with thatalternative reality. Until he began his mad and
information in very detailed form on 3 June thisirresponsible politicisation of this serious subject,
year. Yesterday the Rural Fire Service, incouncil officials and rural fire officials had been
co-operation with council officials, conducted anworking together calmly to resolve the manifest
audit of the firefighting capacity of Sutherland shire.problems of that council's backlog and to determine
That audit confirmed two things: first, that ways to reduce it, while still providing the shire with
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the highest level of fire protection—the level it Ms ALLAN: | am not surprised by the
needs and deserves. question of the honourable member for Lane Cove
because this matter features prominently in both
As | said earlier, yesterday the Rural FireSydney metropolitan papers today. In fact, in an
Service conducted a full audit of the equipment ointerview with the 2GB radio station this afternoon
the Sutherland Rural Fire Service and it confirmaMs McDonald said it was likely that a question
that Mayor Schreiber—let alone the Deputy Leadeabout her dismissal would be raised in Parliament
of the Opposition—is wrong. | shall not detain thetoday. Other than the western Sydney task force, the
House with chapter and verse of the document, butrhost sought after committee in the Opposition ranks
will make it freely available. In summary, the reportwould be the tactics committee!
confirms that the residents of Sutherland are well
protected from fire by one of the most modern and The removal of Ms Judith McDonald from the
well-resourced rural firefighting services in thisParramatta Regional Park Trust was made effective
State. from Friday, 9 October. On Friday, when her
removal was gazetted, | wrote to Ms McDonald
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable advising her of my decision. The letter was sent to
member for Cronulla to order. Ms McDonald's postal address, which unfortunately
is a post office box in Parramatta. | was advised
Mr DEBUS: Sutherland shire is serviced bytoday that an officer of the Parramatta Chamber of
39 fire suppressing units, including 27 rural fireCommerce opened the letter and faxed it to Ms
suppressing units. That is twice the intensity of unitdMcDonald yesterday. Ms McDonald, a so-called
per square kilometre than we find, for example, icommunity representative, had listed as her
Hornsby shire and that shire is exceedingly welresidential postal address a post office box belonging
equipped. The audit confirms as completely wrondo the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce.
the mayor's contention that the non-supply of a
replacement bulk water carrier during the present | admit that | no longer had Ms McDonald's
financial year could affect firefighting capacity. The confidence after a letter in which she attacked me
audit confirms my repeated assertion that twappeared in theDaily Telegraph Ms McDonald
specialist vehicles funded during the last twoshould have referred her concerns to the chairman of
financial years are as yet not constructed. They wilthe trust, Mr Tom Uren, who would have willingly
not be operational in the present fire season. Thehared her concerns with me. Clearly such unilateral
audit confirms that the reduction in Sutherland Shiraction by Ms McDonald is unsatisfactory. Her letter
Council's allocation is justifiable on the basis ofto the Daily Telegraph—which | doubt most
unexpended funds to the credit of that council in th®©pposition members have bothered to read—failed
New South Wales Rural Fire Fighting Fund and itto acknowledge that Parramatta Regional Park Trust
confirms the need to redirect financial resources toould not legally grant a lease to Parramatta Leagues
demonstrably needier districts in New South WalesClub. This matter was debated at length in the
| repeat that Sutherland residents need not be afraiBarliament when the legislation was introduced three
They are getting the highest level of fire protectionweeks ago. | am pleased to say that the
Sutherland does not have a problem with its fir&Government's position on the matter was supported
service, but it has a great problem with its mayor. unanimously by the Opposition.

PARRAMATTA REGIONAL PARK TRUST | said in the Chamber then, and | will reiterate,
that not only did the trust not have power to grant a
Mrs CHIKAROVSKI; My question is lease to the Parramatta Leagues Club, but the Crown
directed to the Minister for the Environment. Solicitor's advice was to the same effect. The only
other option | or the trust had was to request
Mr SPEAKER: Order! | call the Premier to Parramatta Leagues Club to demolish three storeys
order. of the club's administration building, as well as
demolish the car park. It is obvious from the
Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: Three weeks ago did question of the honourable member for Lane Cove
the Minister say that new legislation relating tothat the Opposition's current position is that
Parramatta Regional Park would in no way affecParramatta Leagues Club should demolish the three
appointments to the Parramatta Regional Park Trust@vels and the car park.
If so, how does she justify sacking community
representative Judith McDonald from the trust The constituents in Parramatta and the
simply for disagreeing with her? electorates of western Sydney who support
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Parramatta Leagues Club will not be very happy t®range includes: firstly, improving the cost and
receive that information, which the Government willavailability of industrial land; secondly, an
circulate throughout western Sydney as quickly a@vestment attraction strategy; and, thirdly, a range
possible. The Opposition does not suppordf support for diversification in agribusiness and
Parramatta Leagues Club and it does not support tieéher industries. A marketing plan for the
continuation of that club. It would rather have thedevelopment of Orange as a conference centre will
club ripped down; it wants to demolish the car parl@lso be created. Another point in the strategy
and the administration building. | thank therecognises the need to improve labour supply and
honourable member for Lane Cove for herskills. A labour and skills action plan will be
question—it is wonderful that the Leader of thedeveloped to ensure that these keep abreast of
Opposition gave her the opportunity to ask it. industry needs and that new jobs go to local people.
Support will also be provided to enhance the Orange
Mrs CHIKAROVSKI: In the light of the ©open for inspection program, which is aimed at
Minister's answer— promoting Orange as a great place to live, work and
invest.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

member for Port Jackson has the call. Finally, the Government will look at and

address in a targeted way infrastructure needs.
REGIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH Regional development and economig grpwth are
dependent on infrastructure. We will listen to
industry and deliver targeted and strategic
infrastructure  improvements that bring clear
'economic benefits. This plan, this action strategy
and commitment to country areas, has been
developed by the Australian Labor Party. It is an

Mr WOODS: The State Government believesarea that has been neglected by the National Party

. ) L . c%n all counts. Orange has a great potential as an
in using targeted and strategic intervention to boos . . !
nomic arowth and iob creation in regional N Wmvestment location. This strategy ensures that this
gcotkc]) V\;: Ig N Thi . ]E c ez on in regio ab EWootential is realised, growth is accelerated and new
ou ales. fhat Is being done in a number Orﬁobs are created for the future of Orange.
regional areas through the country centres grow
strategy. A jobs growth strategy has now been
prepared for Orange in the central west. The strategy
identifies the natural strengths of the Orange g THERLAND SHIRE EIRE PROTECTION
economy, identifies weaknesses and impediments
and sets out a range of measures to maximise

opportunities and overcome any impediments.

Ms NORI: My question without notice is
directed to the Minister for Regional Development
and Minister for Rural Affairs. What is the
Government's jobs growth plan for Orange?

Questions without notice concluded.

Personal Explanation

. ) ) Mrs STONE, by leave: | wish to make a
Orange City Council, key industry personal explanation. During question time the
representatives, the Orange Chamber of Commergginister for Energy, Minister for Tourism, Minister
and the Central West Regional Development Boarehr Corrective Services, Minister for Emergency
have all had a say in the Government's action plagervices, and Minister Assisting the Minister on the
for Orange. The Orange action plan involves initialarts quite deliberately and directly accused me of
State Government support of approximatelystealing $400,000. As the honourable member for
$250,000. The five-point action plan for Orange setSutherland, | defend my constituents' plea to have
out a range of initiatives that will foster growth in adequate firefighting equipment. | also defend the
key areas, including the manufacturing sectorsole of the—
agribusiness, food and wine production, and tourism.
There is significant potential for growth in all these Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
industries, which creates jobs growth. Without anember must explain how her integrity has been
strategic focus, a commitment to fostering new ideagnpugned. She cannot debate the subject matter of
and attracting investment capital the growth will notthe Minister's answer.
eventuate.
Mrs STONE: | believe the Minister handled
The action plan sets out the initial support thathe truth in a most inappropriate way and accused
will be provided by the State Government, and itme of stealing. | would like that statement to be
does not stop there. The five-point action plan fowithdrawn.
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SENATE VACANCY it on the line; he sought and obtained a mandate
. o from the Australian people. John Howard has a
Joint Sitting mandate to put in place the tax reform package,

which includes the 10 per cent GST that the Premier

Motion, by consent, by Mr Whelan agreed rajled against before the election and is silent on

to: these days. The Premier said that John Howard has
a mandate. The Premier told Kim Beazley that he

(1) That the Hou_se meet the Legislative Council for thehad to accept defeat and, of course, he has to accept
purpose of voting together to choose a person to hold the . .
place in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation (qefeat- The Senate must recognise that it cannot

Senator Belinda Jane Neal. have two mandates; that it can have only one

mandate.
(2) That a message be sent to the Legislative Council
informing it of the Assembly’s resolution and requesting

the Council to name the place and hour for such meeting. The party that wins the majority of seats in the

lower House of the Parliament gets the mandate.

CONSIDERATION OF URGENT MOTION The Parliament does not have two mandates, it does
not have two governments. It has a single mandate,
Goods and Services Tax a single government and a single tax reform package

for which the Australian people have said yes. The
Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the Premier knows that tax reform is critical to this
Opposition) [3.32 p.m.]: This motion is urgent— State, and he should know because under the
indeed it is the only urgent motion before the Housgrevious coalition Government this State had one of
today—because the Premier was begging for the lowest tax growth rates in the country and it
question on this issue during question time. Mmow has the highest. The Premier knows that the
Speaker, you saw the Premier say, "Ask me abouioward GST package finally gives him a guaranteed
this." We will do better than that: we will give him share of tax revenue. The Premier knows that the
a chance to participate in this debate. When urgena@ays of the Premiers going to Canberra with their
is granted will the Premier come into the House andbegging bowls will soon be history.
stand by the words he has used outside the House?
Just five days after the Federal Labor Party was The Premier gave John Howard the green light
defeated at the polls, the Premier confessed what wgh tax reform and the GST. And why shouldn't he?
always knew: that he and his Government suppotfter all, two budgets ago the Premier introduced
John Howard's tax reform package. the bed tax, which is a services tax. This Premier,
above all others, knows what a GST is about
The Carr Government supports the wholepecause he introduced the first State GST, which is
package, including the 10 per cent goods an@pviously why he supports John Howard's GST
SerVices taX, because Of the resulting gl’OWth in thiﬁackage' The Premier's comments grabbed the
State’s revenue. The Premier has finally receivegitention of the media. His confession was broadcast
some welcome news from Canberra—news that hg§ound the nation. For example, thaustralian
come from a coalition Government. Every Premiefoadline read, "Carr backs mandate” and Brely
and every Treasurer in Australia supports thel’elegraph headline read, "Howard has GST
Howard ta?< reform package and wgnts to recogpismandate-’ says Carr". ThSydney Morning Herald
and enshrine that mandate as quickly as possiblgi,iag:
The Premier knows that the money promised by the
Howard tax reform package is desperately needed. Support came from an unexpected quarter, the New South
The Premier did not spell out his views on tax Wales Premier.
reform in the debate that took place in this Chamber
a couple of weeks ago. The Premier now has a _ >ald, | _
chance to tell the people of New South Wales why mandate. It is our intention _to press ahead with all of the
. . resources at our disposal to implement the program on which
he said orStateline,an ABC program: we were elected."

The Prime Minister said, ‘'There has been a lot of debate about

The Government majority in any lower House ought to be tulate the P . i the H d
able to implement its program not subject to the frustration 01l congratulate the Fremier on supporting the Howar

the upper house, State or Federal. tax package. | ask him to add voice to his support in
this Chamber. Time expired.
The Premier means that the Senate has absolutely no
right to frustrate the mandate given to the Federal Question—That the motion for urgent
coalition Government by the Australian people on Zonsideration of the honourable member for
October. There is a clear mandate: John Howard laig/illoughby be proceeded with—put.
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The House divided.
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Ayes, 44
Mr Beck Mr O'Farrell
Mr Blackmore Mr D. L. Page
Mr Chappell Mr Peacocke
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Phillips
Mr Cochran Mr Photios
Mr Collins Mr Richardson
Mr Cruickshank Mr Rixon
Mr Debnam Mr Rozzoli
Mr Ellis Mr Schipp
Ms Ficarra Ms Seaton
Mr Glachan Mrs Skinner
Mr Hartcher Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Hazzard Mr Small
Mr Jeffery Mr Souris
Dr Kernohan Mrs Stone
Mr Kerr Mr Tink
Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner

Mr MacCarthy

Mr R. W. Turner

Dr Macdonald Mr Windsor

Mr Merton

Ms Moore Tellers

Mr Oakeshott Mr Fraser

Mr O'Doherty Mr Smith
Noes, 47

Ms Allan Mr Martin

Mr Amery Ms Meagher

Mr Anderson Mr Mills

Ms Andrews Mr Moss

Mr Aquilina Mr Nagle

Mrs Beamer Mr Neilly

Mr Carr Ms Nori

Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page

Mr Debus Mr Price

Mr Face Dr Refshauge

Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan

Mr Gibson Mr Rumble

Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully

Mr Harrison Mr Shedden

Ms Harrison Mr Stewart

Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan

Mr lemma Mr Tripodi

Mr Knowles Mr Watkins

Mr Langton Mr Whelan

Mrs Lo Po’ Mr Woods

Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon

Mr McBride Tellers

Mr McManus Mr Beckroge

Mr Markham Mr Thompson

Pairs

Mr Armstrong
Mr Humpherson

Mr Clough
Mr Knight

CONSIDERATION OF URGENT MOTION
Question so resolved in the negative.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Precedence of Business

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
[3.45 p.m.]: | move:

That standing and sessional orders be suspended to allow
Government business to have precedence of general business
for the remainder of the spring sitting.

As indicated by today's program and the notices of
motion, there are important matters for the
Government to consider during this session. Eight
very important bills are already before the House for
consideration. Whilst the motion is expressed in an
ambit way, namely, that there be no more private
members' statements—

Mr Hazzard: You hate question time, don't
you?

Mr WHELAN: | do not know what question
time has to do with this issue. The Government is
keen to pursue its legislative program. Notice was
given today of a large number of bills—there are
already some very important bills before the
House—that require a great deal of attention. Before
| was rudely interrupted | was about to indicate that,
if time permits, at the end of the session we will
certainly have private members’ day to enable
private members' motions and private members' bills
to be considered. | note that the honourable member
for Manly is anxious to deal with a motion
concerning euthanasia. Debate on the matter might
be regarded as part heard. | will endeavour to ensure
that the matter can be further debated. | say that
knowing full well that he will vote in his traditional
manner against the Government's motion for
Government business to have precedence.

The present procedure with the increase from
10 to 16 in the number of private members'
statements made each day has worked effectively
and has not been opposed, unlike many other aspects
of the procedures in this Chamber. | intend that it be
continued for the rest of the session. Whilst | expect
the honourable member for Gosford to quote my
speeches stating that motions such as this are an
outrage, | recommend that the House get on with the
Government program. There will be ample
opportunities for members to speak on a variety of
Government initiatives and bills. Notice of many
bills has already been given and the Government has
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announced many other initiatives to be brought This Parliament has a right to sit and to go
forward. about its business day in and day out. Members
should have the opportunity to raise matters on
Mr COLLINS (Willoughby—Leader of the pehalf of their constituents in the short time
Opposition) [3.48 p.m.]: This is a day of infamy thatremaining. Parliament does not sit all that often, and
the Parliament should remember. | thank the Leadghembers are not worked into the ground sitting in
of the House for acknowledging the importance ofparliament. It is well known that, at best, Parliament
this occasion. Let 13 October be remembered as thgj sit only about 50 days this year. It is not a good
day when private members’ business in thignough return for taxpayers to have Parliament sit so

Parliament was terminated. The  Fifty-firstinfrequently and to have members stripped of the
Parliament effectively ends as of this vote: once thﬁght to debate issues of concern to local

vote is taken no private member will have a chancgqymmunities.

to raise any business in this House until the end of

the session. | predict that the end of the session will The Opposition supports the importance of
be in a very short time. It may well be that the gnresenting the New South Wales community and

House is due to sit until the end of November, withitS concerns. The Labor Party wants to shut down

three rgserve dates in December, but it does not tal&%bate and prevent the scrutiny and openness that
a ge”",‘s to work. ou.t that the Government has Has fought for by many members—and, | must say,
very flimsy "?9'_3""‘“"9 program  before _the conceded in more rational days. That will all go out
Parliament and it intends to collapse the session e window if this contemptible motion is carried. It

the e"?‘f"eSt possible moment and to strip th_(?nust not pass this House unseen and uncondemned.
Opposition and the crossbenchers of any opportunity

to raise matters which may further embarrass the
Government in the remaining days of the Fifty-first
Parliament.

Question—That the motion be agreed
to—puit.

The House divided.

The rights, advances and changes which were
fought for by the crossbenchers in the Fiftieth

Parliament in the period 1991 to 1995 have been Ayes, 47
systematically stripped away. The Fifty-first ]
Parliament represents a total return to the bad old Ms Allan Mr Martin
days of Labor. Today the Leader of the House, in a Mr Amery Ms Meagher
thinly veiled statement, has effectively told the Mr Anderson Mr Mills
people of this State that this will be the end of the Ms Andrews Mr Moss
Fifty-first Parliament; the end of scrutiny, Mr Aquilina Mr Nagle
accountability and the right of Opposition members Mrs Beamer Mr Neilly
to raise appropriate matters of concern. Mr Carr Ms Nori
Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page

The rights of the people of this State will go Mr Debus Mr Price
out the window with the vote that the Leader of the Mr Face Dr Refshauge
House is about to force on this Parliament. It needs Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan
to be clearly understood that if the motion is carried, Mr Gibson Mr Rumble
the people of this State will lose the right to raise Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully
matters through their elected representatives, be they Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
crossbenchers or Opposition members. The Leader Ms Harrison Mr Stewart
of the House has made the hollow assertion that if Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan
we all comply, roll over and co-operate, maybe at Mr lemma Mr Tripodi
the end of the day there will be time for private Mr Knowles Mr Watkins
members' business. Opposition members will not Mr Langton Mr Whelan
hold their breath waiting for that promise to be Mrs Lo Po' Mr Woods
delivered. This is Tammany-Hall at its worse; it is a Mr Lynch Mr Yeadon
return to the worst of Labor's rorts of the past. For Mr McBride Tellers
that reason all members of this House, including Mr McManus Mr Beckroge
Government members, should reject this motion. Mr Markham Mr Thompson
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Noes,

Mr Beck

Mr Blackmore
Mr Chappell
Mr Cochran
Mr Collins

Mr Cruickshank
Mr Debnam
Mr Ellis

Ms Ficarra
Mr Glachan
Mr Hartcher
Mr Hazzard
Mr Jeffery

Dr Kernohan
Mr Kerr

Mr Kinross
Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald
Mr Merton
Ms Moore

Mr Oakeshott
Mr O'Doherty

13 October 1998
43

Mr O'Farrell

Mr D. L. Page
Mr Peacocke
Mr Phillips

Mr Photios

Mr Richardson
Mr Rixon
Mr Rozzoli

Mr Schipp

Ms Seaton

Mrs Skinner
Mr Slack-Smith
Mr Small

Mr Souris

Mrs Stone

Mr Tink

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner
Mr Windsor
Tellers

Mr Fraser

Mr Smith

Pairs

Mr Clough
Mr Knight

Mr Armstrong
Mrs Chikarovski

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Motion agreed to.

REGULATION REVIEW COMMITTEE

Motion, by leave, by Mr Whelan agreed to:

(1) That lan Lindsay Slack-Smith be appointed to serve on the
Regulation Review Committee in place of Adrian John

Membership

Cruickshank, discharged.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

(2) notes the growing anger and cynicism among schools
about the actions of the Government in cutting school
operating budgets by $55 million per annum and capital
works funding by one-third; and

(3) reassures parents and teachers that while the Government
is refusing to listen to the needs of local schools, the
coalition is more than happy to continue to hear their
genuine concerns.

Recently this Parliament passed an amendment to
the Education Reform Act which allows for the
teaching of civics and citizenship in New South
Wales schools. In a couple of years civics and
citizenship will be examined in year 10. But
principals, teachers, students and parents are getting
a direct lesson in civics and citizenship from the
Carr Government today. The Carr Government says,
"Do not worry about democracy, do not go to your
local member, and do not even bother writing to the
Minister for Education and Training if you have a
problem with the Government. Just come to us. We
will be able to take care of all your concerns.”

The memorandum issued by the Department of
School Education—under the signature of the deputy
director-general of operations, and no doubt on the
specific political orders of the Minister for
Education and Training—is a new low in democracy
in New South Wales. It is the most anti-democratic
thing that the Minister could have foisted upon New
South Wales schools. This is the politburo in full
force. The Government has put a climate of fear and
mistrust on schools. People are not allowed to speak
out, see their local member or write to the
Government about a problem.

The Minister for Education and Training says,
"l do not want to know about your problems, do not
bother me with your problems. Do not worry me
about anything | have done to your schools that you
do not like." The Australian Labor Party says, "We
are not listening. We do not want to hear any
criticism.” This House, the people of New South
Wales, principals, teachers, parents and students

2) Tfhfh‘ ? message be sent acquainting the Legislative Coungjeed to know. The coalition is listening. It has been
[0) e resolution.

Mr O'DOHERTY (Ku-ring-gai) [4.03 p.m.]: |

move:

That

(1) censures the Minister for Education and Training for his

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

Motion of Censure

this House:

hearing bad things about the Government for the last
3% years, and will continue to hear bad things about
the Government, because people in our schools do
not like what the Government has been doing to
them.

| should like to refer to a couple of things that
the Minister for Education and Training has been
doing over the last 3% years. No wonder the
Government has to put the clamps on. No wonder
the Government had to implement a climate of fear
to prevent the legitimate democratic process from

attempts to stifle criticism of the Government by banningt@king place, as local members seek to do for their

schools from informing local members of their needs;

constituents what democracy requires. No wonder
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the Government has cut $55 million out of school Those people will now get a visit from the
operating budgets. No wonder the Government hgsolitburo and the thought police because they have
taken one-third, or $71 million, out of the capital exercised their democratic rights by petitioning the
works budget for New South Wales schools. Sinc®arliament of New South Wales. How dare they! |
Labor came to office in 1995, one-third of thehave a memorandum from the department which
annual building program budget for schools hasays, "How dare you raise your legitimate concerns,
gone. But the Minister says, "Do not come runningoecause that is not what you are allowed to do."
to me to complain. Do not tell your local memberDuring the recent Federal election campaign
about your needs, because we do not want to bmembers of the community spoke about the need for
embarrassed in the run-up to the election." local members to act on behalf of their constituents.
The community supported good local members, like
Maintenance has slowed dramatically in NewDanna Vale and others, across New South Wales
South Wales schools, specifically in regard toand in particular in western Sydney. Jackie Kelly,
category one items that were identified in thethe hero of western Sydney, absorbs the concerns of
Minister's audit of school needs as being mosher constituents and raises them with the
urgent, that is, works requiring replacement. HowGovernment. That is the type of local member the
much money has the Government allocated focommunity wants.
replacement works under its new maintenance
contracts? Not a single dollar has been allocated to ~ What does the Labor Party offer? It offers a
the most serious category of capital works, that ismemo from the thought police saying to principals,
maintenance needs. The Government provided $5%Vhatever you do, do not go and tell your local
million, plus $4 million for administration costs, to member about your concerns because the
fund the back-to-school allowance, which theGovernment of New South Wales, the Australian
Minister thinks is a great winner for the Labor Party Government, is not listening and it does
Government. | am frequently told that schools daot want to hear you criticise it." The Labor Party
not want the money allocated in that way. Thewill not escape criticism by such a simple means.
want the money spent on education, because it is ifthe Government does not stand for democracy. It
the education budget. has been a long-established practice—which
benefited the Minister for Education and Training
The Government says, "Do not tell the paperswhen he was shadow minister—that the Opposition
do not tell your local member, and above all do nohas a legitimate right to visit schools when it is
tell the Minister for Education and Training, becauseapproached to do so and when there is no reason for
they are immune to criticism or, rather, they do noit not to do so.
want to hear it in the run-up to the election."
Schools are not able to fill casual teaching positions. The guidelines upheld by the Minister in a
During sitting weeks | receive a dozen or morerecent letter to me provide that members of the
faxes a week from schools stating that they cannddpposition may visit, unless such visits are not
fill casual positions. Yet the Minister says there isconvenient for the school. What about the occasions
no shortage of casual teachers. During the lasthen the school community—concerned about
session of Parliament it was only after the coalitiorcapital works funding, maintenance, staffing or a
pointed out that schools in the Minister's ownrange of other issues—invites members of the
electorate were short of casual teachers that he to@pposition to visit the school but the Government,
any notice at all. for political purposes only, stops the visit? An
example is the concerns of teachers in western
As an important part of the democratic Sydney who, through their local Teachers Federation
process, citizens should be able to approach thearganiser, invited Opposition representatives to a
local member to advocate on behalf of their schooldiscussion about the Government's abandonment of
What are local members for, if not to hear thethe Mount Druitt tutorial centre. A legitimate
legitimate concerns of their constituents and petitiooneeting was arranged for me, as shadow minister, to
the Government in regard to those concerns? Whatsit the teachers at Plumpton High School. That is
is the Parliament for, if not to hear the legitimatemy right, as it is their right to approach me.
concerns of New South Wales schools? The Tacking
Point Public School presented a petition from the The school had agreed to the visit and would
citizens of the Port Macquarie electorate to thewot have been inconvenienced. The request came
Parliament of New South Wales regarding a nevirom teachers and the New South Wales Teachers
stage in the school's building program. The petitiofrederation. The Minister for Education and Training
reads, in part, "Our students deserve 'Equity Iistopped the meeting from taking place. He tried to
Education' and 'A Fair Go For All'." frustrate the democratic process. Teachers are not
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angry with the Opposition; they are angry with theinvitation to visit the Maitland Grossman High

Government. The fact that the Minister stopped th&chool in the electorate of Maitland to investigate
meeting from taking place and prevented thesignificant maintenance concerns, the Minister
teachers from raising their concerns with thebanned my visit, despite the principal having
Opposition has not made him any more popular. lapproved it and despite the fact that it was not
fact, | would hazard a guess that it has made hinnconvenient to the school. He is trying to make
even less popular. What about the concerns #&imself immune from criticism. He does not want to
Londonderry Public School about airconditioning? Ithear the criticisms of people in schools or of the
gets very hot at Londonderry Public School. It has &lew South Wales Opposition.

building nicknamed "the microwave" because the

temperature is regularly in excess of 40 degrees. Ms Seaton: Big Brother!

| have visited the school and seen the charts Mr O'DOHERTY: This is Big Brother at its
prepared by the students that plot the steady rise imorst! The honourable member for Maitland asked
temperature throughout the day. Their prime learninghe how many times | have been prevented from
period is during one of the hottest periods of theentering schools in New South Wales. It is now
day, that is, after lunch when the kids come into thesomething like 10 times since the second term of
building hot and sweaty. No learning can take plac¢his year. | will enumerate them for the House on
after lunch because that is when the temperatures amaother occasion. | have been banned from visiting
hottest in "the microwave". Despite the best effortsvlaitland Grossman High School twice, from Wyong
of teachers at the school, professional as they arkligh School and from Minerva school. | have also
and the genuine concerns of the parents, they habeen banned from visiting Maitland High School,
not been able to get the Minister to listen to theiwhich raised a significant maintenance issue. | have
complaints about airconditioning. They have noteen banned from visiting Plumpton High School in
been able to achieve anything through their locatelation to concerns about the Plumpton House
member, who was helpful in trying to raise theirtutorial centre. The list goes on and on. It is
concerns with the Government. That did not ddecoming a joke.
them any good because the Labor Party did not care.
Schools see through the shabby political trick
However, the Labor Party did care aboutthat is being played by the New South Wales Labor
airconditioning for the neighbouring electorate ofParty. The New South Wales coalition regards the
Badgerys Creek. When the Labor Party was irlamping down by the Government on principals as
opposition and before the current member foan attack on their professionalism. The Government
Badgerys Creek even became a member a$ not interested in education, legitimate debate
Parliament, the Labor Party saw nothing wrong iramong members of Parliament or the legitimate
allowing her to absorb the concerns of herconcerns of children in classrooms. The Government
constituents. It then made a distinctly politicalis interested only in trying as desperately as it can to
promise to provide airconditioning for only onebe re-elected in March 1999. It will not succeed.
electorate—not because its need was greater théirst, it will not be able to stifle the criticism and,
anywhere else in western Sydney, not because it waecond, it will be re-elected. The Government has
hotter than any other electorate, for examplalready done enough to guarantee that it is very
Londonderry, or colder than any other electorate imuch on the nose in New South Wales schools, not
western Sydney, but because the Labor Party wantely because of the cuts | have mentioned but also
the votes. The Labor Party plays the game when ltecause of measures such as the reform of the
suits it to do so, but after an election it does nothigher school certificate and giving teachers more
want constituents knocking on its door with whatwork and less time in which to perform it and
are, in fact, legitimate concerns. The Labor Partylmost no resources.
spent half of the State's school airconditioning
budget on one electorate, and justified that That was acknowledged begrudgingly by the
expenditure with the shabbiest and flimsiest ofGovernment when it allocated another $4 million to
political reasons. a program for teacher training after claiming that the
program had enough money. Teachers do not need
Next door, Londonderry Public School cannotmoney; they need time. Schools should not have to
get airconditioning because the Minister will notfear the politburo approach; they need a
listen to the school's concerns. The teachers government that genuinely listens to the concerns of
Londonderry Public School wondered why thelocal communities and empowers those communities
Minister did not spend the back-to-school allowancéecause they know best what their schools need. On
on installing airconditioning. When | accepted anbehalf of the New South Wales Opposition, |
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reassure the schools of New South Wales, first, thaepresentations to me or to voice their concerns
we are listening to their concerns; second, that wpublicly. He knows only too well that that happens
have watched and learned well from the climate oévery day of the week. However, it is not happening
fear generated by the Australian Labor Party that haas frequently as it did when | first became Minister.
lasted 3% years—a top-down, centralist approach tdly level of correspondence as Minister has dropped
decision making that schools have rejected, antemarkably because there are so few grievances in
third, the Opposition reaffirms its commitment tothe schools. | can show the honourable member the
local schools and local communities determinindigures if he wishes, and he can compare them with
their educational needs with teachers and parentse number of complaints received by the former
working in partnership for the benefit of their Minister, the Hon. Virginia Chadwick. They are all
schools. The Opposition reassures schools that theggistered ministerial letters. Parents and citizens
will be able to use the democratic process in all it@associations and school councils are finding less and
rich forms when New South Wales has a coalitiodess to complain about because their needs are being
government after March 1999. met.

Mr  AQUILINA  (Riverstone—Minister for The needs of schools in this State are being
Education and Training, and Minister Assisting themet. The Government, true to its undertaking, has
Premier on Youth Affairs) [4.17 p.m.]: This motion massively increased public education expenditure by
would have to rate as one of the most patheti§l.1 billion in the past three years. It is expending
attempts to censure a Minister in the history of thisnore per pupil than has ever been the case in the
Parliament. It is so poorly worded that it deserved50 years of public education in this State. The
the condemnation of this House. It is not evemumber of complaints have dropped, more and more
accurate. The honourable member for Ku-ring-gaparents are satisfied with the education that their
has attempted to censure me because the Cahildren are getting, teachers are content with the
Government is supposedly banning schools frorpublic education system and the shadow minister for
informing local members of their needs. That is aeducation is receiving fewer and fewer complaints.
plain and total untruth. Schools have not beerThe motion today is an attempt to ensure that more
banned from informing their local members aboutomplaints are made to him. It is an indication of
what is happening. | remind the honourable membermis ineffectiveness as a shadow minister. He is
for Ku-ring-gai that schools are comprehensiveattempting to encourage people to make more
communities—they are made up of teachers, theepresentations to Opposition members simply
school executive and students. The honourableecause they are not receiving the volume of
member for Ku-ring-gai seems to have convenientlgomplaints they expected to receive.
forgotten that.

It is ironic that today | handed out to almost

Schools are also made up of parents, scho@very member of this House a letter referring to the
councils and parents and citizens associations. Government allocating more funding to their
would like to know what jurisdiction the honourable electorates—and that includes the electorate of the
member believes a Minister has over school councilsonourable member for Ku-ring-gai. | was hoping
and parents and citizens associations to prevent thetmat | would be asked a question about this matter in
from making representations to local members. Hguestion time today, but | was not. However, | have
knows only too well that school councils and parenta letter which is addressed to the honourable
and citizens associations are the major means hywember for Ku-ring-gai. | will sign that letter and
which schools are able to articulate their concerns tdeliver it to the honourable member for Ku-ring-gai.
local members. Every local member receivedn the letter | make reference to funding for three
representations from school councils, and fronschools in his electorate—Berowra Public School,
parents and citizens associations. The members ararramurra North High School and Wideview Public
then able to forward those representations to me @chool. | hope he does the right thing and
to the department, depending on where the parené&&knowledges that this Government has provided
and citizens association or the school councifunding to those schools and enabled them to
requires them to be directed. The honourabl@roceed with various activities. | hand that letter to
member for Ku-ring-gai knows only too well that the honourable member for Ku-ring-gai and point
that is the appropriate and proper procedure to adoptit that all honourable members have received
when making representations to the Government, th@milar letters.

Minister or the department.
The honourable member for Ku-ring-gai, when

| have no jurisdiction to ban schools from referring to the memorandum, did nothing more than
approaching local members from makingrestate the status quo as it has existed in schools
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since at least 1975. | hope his statements in relatioBchool Education and Training, the current

to that memorandum were made tongue in cheek, airector-general, Dr Ken Boston, sent out a

he has no way of verifying them. His statements arenemorandum on the role of the principal and the

actually incorrect and a gross misrepresentation. public school system which states:

will go so far as to say that | was verballed by the

honourable member for Ku-ring-gai. He said that the The _authority, rgsponsibility and accountability of_ school
principals are derived from the relevant State educational and

mem,o,randum_ was _undC_)Ubtedly sent OUt under the financial legislation and the state of policies and priorities of

specific political direction of the Minister for  the Government. Principals are accountable through the cluster

Education. That is hogwash. There was no specific director and Assistant Director-General to the Director-General

political direction or any other direction from me. |  of School Education.

was informed that the memorandum had been sent

out only after it was sent out. The memorandumlhat again emphasises that the appropriate way in

does nothing more than restate the status quo as wabich to make representations is through

established in 1975 under either the Askindepartmental channels. That memorandum was

Government or the Willis Government, 1 am notincluded in the 22 July 1992 edition of "School

sure which, and it was reaffirmed in 1992 when théeducation News", a fortnightly journal that was

Hon. Virginia Chadwick was Minister. The Published in those days, which contains a column
memorandum states: erttgn by the Hon. Vlrg|n|a Chadwick. Thg grtlclg
detailing and highlighting the role of the principal is
Issues such as these should be addressed through f0 page 2 of that_pumal’ ne)_(t to the column S|gned
established Department of Education and Training inPY the Hon. Virginia Chadwick. So much for the
administration procedures. Opposition's claims that the Government is
attempting to muzzle principals and departmental
There is nothing unusual about that. Thebureaucracy.
memorandum continues:
It is not doing anything of the sort. The
In many cases Members of Parliament are makingSOvernment is about ensuring that efficient
representations to the Minister for Education and Training orprocedures are in place to adequately and
issues which are already being dealt with by departmentagxpediently deal with the concerns of principals and
officers._ Thi_s often leads to thg_double handling of enquiriesgchools. We want to provide appropriate responses
and a significant amount of additional and unnecessary work. without delays being caused because of unnecessary
. . . representations being made through political
It al_so leads to a delay. in response times. Time ang,onnels and without everything being stopped by
again departmental officials say to me that propefa¢ process and work thus being duplicated. |
representations are made to the department and thgfnose the motion moved by the honourable
a registered ministerial letter is received which stopgremper for Ku-ring-gai. | move the following
everything else as it is given priority. That results ingmendment:
a doubling up of work and a response often takes
twice as long to come through. The memorandum That the motion be amended by leaving out all words after the

also states: word "That" with a view to inserting instead the following:
this House:

Attempts such as these to circumvent departmental procedures
are inappropriate. (1) congratulates the Minister for Education and Training

and the Government on their outstanding record in
As departmental employees, principals and other staff have a improving education and training in this State;
responsibility to work through the established procedures. As
is established protocol, it is expected that correspondence will (2) notes the more than $1.1 billion increase in funding
be forwarded by the principal to the district superintendent or for education and training since 1995; and

relevant State Office Directorate.
(3) welcomes the introduction and expansion of a wide

What is new about that? | have a copy of the front L%r;gsreh‘gnsit‘:";gg‘ée miﬁirgr?ﬁrtgsré\c;ngttrjgtiggy tthh‘z
page of the 1975 handbook, dated 6 August, which ground-breaking $186 million computers in schools
states: program, the substantial reforms of the higher school
certificate to make it better and fairer, the increase in
Teachers should forward official correspondence through the teacher numbers by more than 2,200, the boost to
head of department, the principal and the district inspector to teachers’ salaries by 17 per cent, the introduction of
the area director. the $55 million back-to-school allowance, the

expansion of opportunities for students to undertake

. vocational education and training, and the
So the memorandum that was sent out in September introduction of school annual reports, which provide

this year again r_ea_ffi_rms the _Status quo. _ln 1992, parents for the first time with accurate information
when the Hon. Virginia Chadwick was Minister for about their school.
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The programs | have highlighted are all initiatives ofrunding was also allocated to Bungendore Public
the Carr Government and are indicative of theschool in the electorate of the honourable member
commitment of the Carr Government to providingfor Monaro and to Gloucester Public School in the
better services in our schools and increasing fundingjectorate of the honourable member for Myall
to our schools. The record of the Carr Governmentakes. | received a letter from the parents and
is not only receiving acknowledgment from teachersgjtizens group at the Gloucester school which stated:
school communities and the public; it is receiving
acknowledgment from Opposition members. The The announcement means a lot to the parents and students.
honourable member for Ku-ring-gai spent a There is so much we nde .. it's great to see something
substantial amount of time today criticising the finally done aboutit.
so-called funding cutbacks in the Government's
Capita] works program, but they have receive(ﬁloucester Public School has waited for funding
nothing but praise from other Opposition members. $ince 1970. A letter was sent by Leon Punch to
note the presence in the Chamber of the honourabfeharlie Cutler, who was then the Country Party
member for Orange. On page 3 of th@entral Minister for Education, making a plea for something
Western Dailyof 13 August this year he was quotedto be done about Gloucester Public School. The Carr
as saying: Government fixed it. Nothing was done about it
during seven years of coalition government. Birrong
As politicians we need to come to occasions as this on&irls High and Scone Public School, which is in the
today— electorate of the Deputy Leader of the National
i o ~ Party, received benefits. Many schools that have
He was referring, of course, to the official openingreceived funding are in National Party and Liberal
of Orange High School by the Premier and thes,qy electorates. The members representing those
aIIocgtlon of $5.8 million that eventuall_y led to thatelectorates are very happy about the level of public
opening ceremony. In thBort Macquarie Newson g funding that has been allocated to their

3 August and in theCamden Haven Courieon 5 .schools. In his contribution the honourable member
August the honourable member for Port Macquarie Ku-ring-gai mentioned one or two schools. |

was quoted as saying, in relation to Camden HaVe@ould mention scores of schools that have benefited

High School: directly from the Carr Government's commitment to

| was very pleased with the constructive nature of thepubIIC education in New South Wales.

meeting—

Mr BLACKMORE (Maitland) [4.32 p.m.]: |
referring to a meeting with me and others— support the Opposition motion, which reads:

with the Government today. They supported all resolutions 1hat this House:

passed by the June 18 local community meeting and are very . . . .
keen to see the project meet the publicised deaslline This (1) censures the Minister for Education and Training for his
is all systems go. attempts to stifle criticism of the Government by banning

schools from informing local members of their needs;
Ir.].an endorse_m(_ent to me on 19 JU'Y the parents and (2) notes the growing anger and cynicism among schools
citizens association at Ulladulla Public School on the about the actions of the Government in cutting school

south coast stated: operating budgets by $55 million per annum and capital
works funding by one third;

We would like to thank you for allocating money in the State

Government Budget for our Major Building Wask . . a high (3) reassures parents and teachers that while the Government
standard of education for the students which will be enhanced is refusing to listen to the needs of local schools, the
by the upgrading of the school environment as proposed in the coaht'lon is more than happy to continue to hear their
building works. genuine concerns.

John Brennan, the President of the Coolamoithe Minister for Education and Training has moved
Central School council also extendedan amendment to the motion. One thing my parents
congratulations. The honourable member foalways taught me was that self-praise is no
Baulkham Hills extended congratulations and theecommendation. The Minister has sought to
honourable member for The Hills said that thecongratulate himself and his Government on what he
funding this Government provided to Castle Hillbelieves they have achieved. The Minister referred
Public School was a bright spot on the horizon foto Memorandum to Principals 98/301. | will read the
his electorate. The honourable member for Southemirst paragraph because the Minister would have us

Highlands has reason to be grateful for funding tgelieve that this has been happening since 1975. The
Colo Vale and Hill Top schools in her electorate.first paragraph states:
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In recent times there has been a small number of instancdfooring. In one classroom a one metre square of
where principals and other dgpartmental _staff are Writinggreen carpet that had rotted was replaced with a one
directly to Members of Parliament on issues such a%etre square of blue carpet. Is that proper
maintenance? | do not like to vote to censure any
member, but the parents and citizens associations
and the school communities have no faith in the

In many cases Members of Parliament are makind\/liniSter' He does nOt spend the ”e_c?_ssary money on
representations to the Minister for Education and Training ofiN@intenance and it is the responsibility of members
issues which are already being dealt with by departmentadf the coalition to draw the concerns of the school

officers. communities to the Minister's attention. Therefore, |

have pleasure in supporting the motion.
| repeat that the memorandum begins with the words

“In recent times", and the memorandum itself was Mr WATKINS (Gladesville) [4.37 p.m]: |

issued recently. | want to bring to the attention Ofsupport the amendment moved by the Minister for
the House the maintenance problems at a couple gfjucation and Training. Debates on censure motions
schools in the Maitland area, particularly Maitlandare characterised by a level of hypocrisy. The
Grossmann ngh School. The Minister WOU|dhon0urab|e member for Maitland gave some
remember that when he was in opposition he Wagteresting information about schools in his
not permitted to enter Nillo Infants School at Lornelectorate. Lochinvar Public School has received
because he had not followed the correct procedur®epartment of Education and Training contributions
He was told by the school inspector that he was nadf $2,107 in the past year under the joint funding
to enter. After a request made to me by the parenisrogram. Mount Kanwary Public School received
and citizens association of Maitland Grossmanig3 290 and Nillo Infants School received more than
High, the present shadow minister, the honourablg2 420 in one contribution and $4,625 in another. It
member for Ku-ring-gai, made an application to visityould be far easier to believe the honourable
the school to inspect the maintenance problems.  member for Maitland if what he said were supported

by the facts.
A letter written by the Minister about a

maintenance contract at Maitland Grossmann High Ironically, this week a record number of
stated that over the period of the contract a total oftudents are sitting for the higher school certificate

$535,084 had been set aside for the routingh a school system that is safe and secure and offers
maintenance of the school and that additional workgigh-quality education. The House is wasting time
to the value of $363,122 had been identified bupy debating a censure motion moved by the
were subject to availability of funding. That meansOpposition. Teacher numbers and school budgets are
there is no money. The total funding set aside in that their highest ever, the school system is at its
electorate of Maitland is for one school, and there idappiest for years, and the House must debate this
no money left for the other schools. | inspectedidiculous censure motion. The actions of the
Telarah Public School, which opened in 1890 anghadow minister over the past three to four years
still has the original school building, at the invitationhave become more desperate and irresponsible. The
of the parents and citizens association and in thguder he yells, the less everyone listens.
presence of the principal. However, the principal has
been gagged and cannot enter into this debate Parents, teachers and journalists are not
because any matters relating to the school have to ligtening to the honourable member. He hit the
reported to the inspector. | respect that. However, &round running when he became a member of the
that school three weatherboards were replaced a@pposition because he had one thing in his
only those three weatherboards were painted—arkhapsack: the boys education initiative. We had to
they were not primed. The building's piers werework through and listen to that issue day in and day
replaced with timber piers, in an area commonlyout. It was the one educational issue that he spoke
known as white ant hill. The Minister is in charge ofabout with any passion. Since then he has drifted:
the Department of Education and Training and theot one of the tactics he has launched has hit home.
buck stops with him. Because members of can understand why the Leader of the Opposition
Parliament have been writing to the Minister aboutvould be very concerned that education is no longer
school matters, the principals have been requested &opolitical issue in New South Wales. The shadow
adhere to the memorandum sent to them. minister used the words "politburo”, "centralist
government" and "socialist plot" in his contribution.
Only $60,000 is available to be spent on whatNo intelligent commentator involved in any issue in
is probably one of the oldest schools in MaitlandNew South Wales, particularly education, still uses
The school has holes in corkboards and in théanguage like that.

properties, staffing and school organisation.

The memorandum also states:



MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND TRAINING [CENSURE] 13 October 1998 ASSEMBLY 8B3I%9

The shadow minister is an interesting speakereverywhere else—whether it be on the footpaths, in
he speaks well, the words tumble out. However, theommunity halls or in their own homes. They are
meaning is lightweight; there is nothing behind it.contacting us. The shadow minister is extremely
There are two reasons for his desperation: the firstell received in my electorate. With only a few
reason is personal affront—we have had to sihours notice that he is coming, | can get all sorts of
through this personal attack because he could not gpeople together. One does not have to go on a
into one meeting. The second reason is thawitch-hunt because it does not only happen in
education is no longer a political issue. EducatiorGeorges River, it happens everywhere. We are
will always be an important issue to be debated ifearing that this Government does not listen; that
the House—nothing is more important than the beshe Minister is an autocrat; that he blames the
education our children can receive. However, thabureaucrats. Today he said that he was not aware of
does not excuse the Opposition and the shadothe memo, that it came from the bureaucrats. He can
minister for their irresponsible time-wasting with blame them as much as he likes. He always thought
attacks like this. | will not have time to list the that the Teachers Federation was his milking cow.
embarrassment of riches in the New South Wale¥vell, it is not!
education system under the present Government—I|
hope my colleagues will continue to list them. The federation has realised that the best way to

get a great education system for its students and to

When this Government came to power thergrovide the standard of education parents want is to
were problems in the education system and it halk to both parties, including the National Party in
addressed each of them in an ordered andountry areas. Education should be apolitical;
responsible way. The Government has beerschools should not be stopped from talking to their
successful in its resolution of problems, which ismember of Parliament. It is absolutely outrageous.
why the level of hysteria that existed prior to theWhat has happened to democracy? What has
last election no longer exists. | was not allowed intchappened to the Westminster system? The
schools before the 1995 election, but | met th&overnment is using desperate tactics when it says
teacher representatives in local clubs, | met théo principals, "You cannot speak to your MP." |
parents in the street, | was invited to the parents anldhve been in public life for 20 years and | know
citizens association meetings, and | spoke to mthese principals intimately, they are my friends. The
constituents. | knew what was happening in myinister is crazy if he thinks that they are going to
schools, | knew what the problems were and | toolbe silly and put something—
action by drawing them to the attention of the
present Minister. | refer to the positives the Mr Stewart: They don't tell me!

Government has delivered in financial terms, in

relation to computers and the higher school Ms FICARRA: They do not tell the

certificate. This is a good news story—there ishonourable member anything—no-one talks to him.

nothing for the shadow minister to sayTifne He is too busy working on his pre-selection and

expired] shoving out the honourable member for Bankstown.
The Minister is crazy if he thinks that they are going

Ms FICARRA (Georges River) [4.42 p.m.]: to put things on paper. Naturally, they will get to us
This motion is necessary because the Minister fovia other people. We know what is going on and
Education and Training, and Minister Assisting thewhat the Minister has done by cutting school
Premier on Youth Affairs is unpopular—and heoperating budgets by $55 million every year and
knows it. The school community—from principals tocutting the capital works funding by one-third.
teachers, from school councils to parents an®enshurst public school—I was on the school
citizens—knows that the Carr Government is aouncil—had to sell off surplus land, to get its plans
control freak. It is a control freak not only in in and there is now a shortfall of $350,000. The
relation to the education portfolio but also in relationMinister has said, "Trust us. We will give it to you
to other portfolios. For example, | refer to thein the next operational budget." The Labor Party
environment portfolio. During question time todaywill not be in government—the coalition will be in
we heard about the sacking of Ms McDonald fromgovernment and it will deliver. Those kids have
the Parramatta Regional Park Trust. In addition, thbeen in demountables for more than three years.
Minister for Health has issued decrees saying thathey swelter during the summer.
members of Parliament cannot visit or talk to
doctors or nurses. Peakhurst south public school has no hall. The

students have to meet in the library, which has a low

Members cannot talk to teachers in schooteiling. They swelter during the summer. On
grounds but they are certainly talking to uspresentation days parents sit with sweat dripping off
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their brows. It is disgusting that the Governmenting a member of Parliament, particularly when he
introduced the back-to-school-allowance instead ofr she is not involved in the school system. |
installing airconditioning where it is needed inrepresent my local schools. As honourable members
libraries and classrooms. Kids cannot possibly learwould be aware, | have a teaching background and |
in such heat. Hurstville Public School has 1,00Gam proud to represent schools, particularly because |
students and it can no longer cope. The Governmekhow this Government is delivering results to the
will have to look at increasing the educationalpublic school system in this State. We are improving
facilities in St George because of the populatioditeracy. We are lifting computer skills. We are
growth. | refer to the Oatley West school. Theimproving the HSC and better preparing students for
Government has said, "No, it cannot have newuture job, education and life opportunities. This is a
classrooms. It has to stick with its demountablefot more than the Opposition did in its seven years
there." The school council keeps raising money—itn government. Virginia Chadwick, the previous
is one of the most successful fundraising schools irducation Minister—
the State.
Ms Ficarra: A great Minister.

Oatley Public School has an antiquated
telephone system and a campus on two sides of the Mr STEWART: | would not say that. She
road. Students face danger when they cross the busgme to my electorate to the McCallums Hill Public
road and the telephone system does not work weBchool with all sorts of grandiose stories about what
from one side of the campus to the other. That isvould happen with the badly needed refurbishment
unbelievable! What has the Minister been doing®f the school. When | was elected and Labor came
The school council has been following up thesdo office | was able to check through the Minister's
complaints for some time. The Minister should gebffice—
real. This is not a frivolous censure motion—it
echoes what the community knows. What is he Ms Ficarra: Why did you not deliver?
going to do? Is he going to ban members of
Parliament from writing congratulatory letters to Mr STEWART: | will tell you a story about
students? Is he going to ban them from presentatiahat in a minute. | discovered that the progress of
days? During question time | wrote letters to all thehe work had been pushed back in real terms after
schools in my electorate—I| have them in a folderMinister Chadwick's visit to the school. It was
The Minister is not going to stop me—or any otherdisgraceful. Minister Aquilina was fundamentally
member of Parliament—from doing my duty. Heinvolved. He met the parents and citizens
will hear the message of the school communities association, recognised and understood the needs of
the ballot box on 27 March 1999. the McCallums Hill Public School, and delivered

about $3.5 million for refurbishment of the school.

Mr STEWART (Lakemba) [4.47 p.m.]: | Money was provided for a school hall. There were
strongly support the amendment before the Houseew school classrooms and an administration centre.
and strongly oppose the motion moved by théVe delivered and we will continue to deliver. In
honourable member for Ku-ring-gai. | am surprisedl998 the New South Wales Government has spent
by the approach of the honourable member fomore than ever before on education and there has
Georges River on this matter. Her electorate halseen a renewed focus on education. The Minister
done fairly well out of the education budget. Everhas already mentioned the record spending of $6.8
the local papers in her electorate have commenddiillion, which is $1.1 billion more than was spent by
the Carr Labor Government for the work it has doneghe coalition.
through the Minister for Education and Training.
She is too embarrassed to talk about that today. Asa The Government has delivered on literacy. It
microcosm of that achievement | refer to thepromised a massive new literacy program and that is
Connells Point Public School which has received avhat has been put in place. The results of the
grant of $4,826 for a covered outdoor learning arediteracy program are already being seen in schools in
The honourable member for Georges River does noty area, where those programs were needed. Many
want to hear that today because she made rmather areas have benefited from those programs
representations in relation to it. which students, parents and teachers cried out for.

The coalition Government refused to hear the cries.

The Minister received representations from thd.abor has delivered. The Government has delivered
school, which was successful through the normabn a $186 million program to provide computers in
channels. That is what this is about: using theschools. It has linked 2,220 government schools to
normal channels, the normal protocols, the normahe Internet and allocated more than 90,000
grievance procedures. It is not always necessary tmmputers to schools. The Government is proud of
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that achievement. The honourable member foduty and a responsibilty to ensure that your
Georges River did not refer to that today but it hasuperiors are advised in a proper way about your
benefited her electorate, the electorate of theoncerns in relation to what is happening in your
honourable member for Ku-ring-gai and theschool and you should be using certain channels."
electorates of all other members. That is appropriate. My predecessor the Hon.
Virginia Chadwick took the same view when a
Ms Ficarra: So they should, across the board. similar memorandum was sent out in 1972. The
third edition of the teachers handbook dating back to
Mr STEWART: The coalition Government 1975 carries a similar message. So there is no issue
did not deliver it. It did not care about it. It left about this.
schools for dead when it came to high technology.
This Government has delivered and will continue to The motion moved by the honourable member
deliver. The Government promised to make schoolfr Ku-ring-gai is a nonsense. It falls very short of
safer. It has delivered: legislation has been put ithe mark on the issue. | am proud to move the
place. Schools have been better resourced and themmendment. | thank my colleagues the honourable
has been a crackdown on school violence. An extrmmember for Gladesville and the honourable member
$21 million has been pumped into programs to teacfor Lakemba for supporting the amendment and
students the values society expects and to fund antipposing the motion of the honourable member for
violence programs. Ku-ring-gai. The honourable member for
Ku-ring-gai said a lot about capital works. His
The higher school certificate is better andcolleagues also referred to capital works. | ask the
fairer as a result of the work done by thehonourable member for Ku-ring-gai what the
Government. We have listened, consulted antbllowing schools which received funding for capital
delivered. The HSC program will take us into theworks—in some cases the building of new schools—
year 2000 and beyond. We had to deal with an oldhave in common: Callala Bay Public School, Hill
chugged out HSC but we have revamped it andop Public School, Colo Vale Public School,
given it a new focus to lead our children into theBungendore Public School, Scone Public School,
year 2000 and beyond. | am very proud of theGloucester Public School, Orange High School,
Government's achievements. The honourabl€amden Haven High School, Camden High School,
member for Georges River should be proud of themand many more. All those schools funded for
The honourable member for Ku-ring-gai shouldsubstantial refurbishment or for building from
congratulate the Government today, not condemn iscratch are in coalition electorates.
The Minister for Education and Training, John

Aquilina, should be commended for the hard work In the coalition's seven years in government it
and diligence he has shown in delivering theseould not equal that record. Yet members opposite
results. have the hide to talk about my so-called

unpopularity. What short memories they have. They
Mr  AQUILINA  (Riverstone—Minister for do not remember their education Minister, Terry
Education and Training, and Minister Assisting theMetherell. The honourable member for Ku-ring-gai
Premier on Youth Affairs) [4.52 p.m.], in response:cringes when | mention Terry Metherell. When he
| do not think | need to respond at length becauswas in a different role he was very critical of that
very few accusations have been made in the censucealition Minister, who took 2,200 teachers out of
motion. The debate on the censure motion has beeachools, increased the number of composite classes
like being flogged with a wet lettuce. The and brought havoc to schools. The honourable
honourable member for Georges River referred tsmember for Maitland had the hide to mention Nillo
the environment and health and said that | shoulthfants School at Lorn. That was one of the 15
not be blaming anyone in relation to theschools on Metherell's hit list. The then member for
memorandum sent out by the department. She tridaitland, Allan Walsh, and | attended a huge
to suggest that in some way | was blaming thaneeting of more than 400 people. We raised such a
department for sending out the memorandum. | wardtorm that night that it was dropped off the list of
to make it plain that | do not blame the departmenschools to be closed down. Indeed, it is still an
because there is no blame to be laid. operating school today.

The sending out of the memorandum was | have lost count of the number of times |
perfectly legitimate. | did not know about it, but have been to the electorate of the honourable
why should | know about it? It was establishing themember for Maitland to officially open buildings or
status quo that had existed since 1975. It was sayinigspect buildings. Hinton Public School is one of the
to principals, "You have a duty of care. You have aschools in his electorate. | have voluminous
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endorsement from various people, comments fronthe schools that went begging were in Labor
the Hinton Public School parents and citizenslectorates, which were sorely neglected.
thanking me for at last listening to their pleas. The
former Government did not listen to their pleas. It The policy | have adopted accepts that
did nothing about the concerns that were raised timeducation needs to be examined and improved.
and again. The Carr Government listened to th&hen | consider whether a school requires
concerns. Claims were made about a so-called lagkaintenance or capital works | do not look at whose
of maintenance. | shall read a few quotes from thelectorate the school is in. The record speaks for
report of the Standing Committee on Public Workstself: this Labor Government has provided capital
on New South Wales school facilities. In Novembemworks and new schools to far more coalition
1997 the committee stated: electorates than the former coalition Government
provided to Labor electorates. Schools are falling
The current administratio. . . is to becongratulated for its gpart in the electorates of the honourable member
recent innovations in cost effective school facilities design,]cOr Auburn and the honourable member for
asset management and maintenance provision. Lakemba because they were neglected and ignored

Who was on the committee? Among others, nongy the former coalition Government.

other than the honourable member for Davidson, the
honourable member for Lismore, and the Deput)(he
Leader of the National Party, were on the

The honourable member for Ku-ring-gai had
hide to refer to what was happening in the
. ) : electorate of the honourable member for
committee. Yet they signed their names to .
i londonderry. Labor electorates in western Sydney
document commending the Government for what i .
. . . ... Wwere sorely neglected during the seven years of the
was doing to improve cost-effective school facilities ~ - .
. : coalition Government. Its answer to the problems of
design, asset management and malntenanfe . .
o : ) ack of maintenance in schools and demountables
provision. The report continued: o
was to close the schools down, thereby achieving a
The ability of the DSE and the DPWS to find innovative Wayssaymg' The honourable member fO.I’ Georges River
of meeting community expectations regarding the quality ofS&id that. th_e only way one school n her electorate
schools is a model for all government agencies. could gain improvements was by selling off part of
the land. When the Hon. Virginia Chadwick was
The capital works planning process of the Department oMinister for education she introduced the policy of
Education and Training represents an efficient and accountab?e"ing off puinc land to finance school buiIdings
system for the equitable delivery of school facilities At that ti | iticised t f h l )
throughout NSW. at time | criticised aspects of her policy
because in many locations it was inappropriate for
There is ample evidence that the DET is finding innovativepublic assets to be sold to fund other buildings.
ways of providing optimal cost effective learning
environments. There is no substance to this half-hearted

h lt b ) i hmotion by the shadow minister. In fact, it is so
Three coalition members were cosignatories to t cking in substance that | am surprised he even

repqrt. In.relation to the antiquated and inefficientmoved it. | can only surmise that the Leader of the
cycI||_c_ magntenance thart] went on un((:ijt.ar the formegy,,sition said to him, "Your performance is failing
coaliion Government, the report stated: and you are not receiving the sort of response and
coverage that you have received in the past. Do
something. Move a motion to censure the Minister."
that was the year the coalition was elected t(;l’h|s motion he_ls ba_ckflred on the honourable
government— member for Ku-ring-gai because | have been able to

show comprehensively that the Government is caring
concentrated on the soundness of the building fabric, often tgnd IS qukmg after the educational need-s of SC.h.OO|S
the neglect of facilities which were important to users such a§10t only in Labor electorates but also in coalition
floor coverings and grounds. electorates.

Cyclic Maintenance, in operation since 1988—

During the seven years of the coalition Government Mr O'DOHERTY (Ku-ring-gai) [5.02 p.m.],
there was inefficiency and waste. | admit to a hugén reply: The Minister for Education and Training,
backlog of maintenance in the public school systemand Minister Assisting the Premier on Youth Affairs
but it is a direct result of the former coalition cannot even look after schools in his electorate. |
Government using a five-year cyclic maintenancédring to the attention of the House a letter to the
program that spent money on schools that did nd®remier from a parent at Vineyard Public School, in
require maintenance, thus wasting money. | need ntthe electorate of the Minister for Education and
remind Government members that the majority offraining. The letter stated:
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Whilst | realise your time is fully occupied with the problems the school council, the parents and citizens
Ef the Sydt”eg;]wateLISUpp'Yt'h' :ﬁe'tthfttsoT?/,a“emig” SL‘OU:%ssociation and even the students. When that school
Whie ants seem to have all but demolished the toiet blociTi€dl 10 €xercise the code to expel or exclude from
and the children are now being forced to use portable typdh€ school students who had been involved in a drug
toilets. These toilets are divorced from washing facilities anddeal, the system moved in and exerted pressure in a
this does not encourage hygiene in small children. big way on the principal of that school and on the

. . . school community.
My main concern is that there appears to be no funding y

available to rebuild this essential part of the school and the o )
parents and the children are being forced to raise the money to ~ Members of the district office, on behalf of the

supply a reasonable facility. Government, visited students of the school who had
decided off their own bat to speak out, informing
The Minister tells us what a wonderful job he isthem of the need to remain silent and not to
doing, yet he cannot provide toilets at a school irembarrass the Government. That was the subtle
his electorate where white ants have demolished thaplication of those visits. That is the type of
permanent facilities. That is what is really happeningnnocuous pressure that is behind the memorandum
in New South Wales. The Minister becomesthe subject of this motion. Whatever the Minister
passionate—perhaps even hysterical—when westefiay say, he cannot escape his responsibility and
Sydney is mentioned because he knows that peoplgcountability to this Parliament under the
in western Sydney have lost complete confidence iQyestminster system for the actions of his
the Carr Government and in the Minister ©genartment in trying to prevent members of this

understand their needs and make provision for thos§,,ce from representing their communities. This
needs. This is the type of letter that the Governmerﬁ]Otion is about condemning, criticising and

is trying to stifle. censuring the Minister, who stands by while his
department allows the democratic process to be
tthwarted by a deliberate memorandum of the

part of it—it is primarily about democracy, as thedepartment. This is not something that happened in

honourable member for Albury rightly said. It is 1972 1992 or any time in the past—this is
about the rights of local schools and their’@PPening now. As the honourable member for

communities to raise matters with members ofMaitland pointed out, the memorandum stated:

Parliament, and even with the Minister, without fear

of any kind of retribution, overt or subtle, that may In recent times there has been a small number of instances
. L ' where principals and other departmental staff are writing

be. .VISIted l_JpOﬂ principals ‘who speak out. T_he directly to Members of Parliament on issues such as

Minister said that schools are comprehensive | oerties, staffing and school organisation.

communities and parents and citizens associations

make representations to members. They do but th&hame on the Government! As the honourable

memorandum the subject of this motion is one of a,emper for Albury and the honourable member for
number of measures designed by the Government @eorges River said, why should communities not

stop parents and citizens associations, and othe(,'éme to their members of Parliament? The
from speaking out. memorandum continued:

This motion is not about the provision of
capital works funding—although that is an importan

Every member of Parliament understands the | o has b cted by th
pressure that principals can exert on their school " SOMe cases, when a request has been rejected by the
.. . Department it is being rechannelled through a Member of
communities when they know that their own p_iament.
positions are under some kind of fear of retribution

frqm_ a system that has been designed to keegname on them for wanting their local member to
principals -very r_nuc_h under control. Th_e CurreNtgvocate on behalf of their school! Why does the
system of education in New South Wales is the MOSE Jvernment want to stop this kind of thing from

centralised it has been for many years. Th%é\ppening? It does not want any criticism in the
bureaucracy and structure that have been introduc . .
cad-up to the election. This memorandum was

by the current Government are designed to keessued in September. The Government is clearing the
schools under control and to prevent the ks in \I/Dr .rtf lio in the lead- i ?h
Government from being embarrassed. That is thgeC S cvery portiolio € lead-up to inhe

S - - lection. Similar memorandums were issued in all
rinciple of the structure brought in by the Minister. © . .
P P g y portfolios as the Labor Party does what it does best.

For examp|e’ Castle Hill H|gh School haSSUSSGX Street Centl’al, as the Minister r|ght|y named
designed its own discipline code in accordance withf €arlier in the debate, is exercising control over the
the procedures of the former coalition Governmentitizens of New South Wales, through a climate of
which stated that school communities mattered. Thigar, in an attempt to prevent them from legitimately
principal was a firm adherent to that code, as wasriticising the elected Government. That is what this
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Parliament is all about. Shame on the Minister foreducation. Nothing is happening with regard to boys'
being party to the censoring of members of thesducation; the Minister does not even understand the
public by accepting the memorandum issued by hiarguments. There is no funding, there are no
department! initiatives, and the needs of boys are not being met.
They did not even rate a mention in the
The honourable member for Gladesville saidGovernment's much-vaunted higher school certificate
that education is not an issue. | will refer briefly toreforms. The coalition will have more to say about
some of the ways in which education is very muctboys' education in the coming months.
an issue and why the Minister deserves to be
censured for stifling criticism and failing to Capital works expenditure is down by one-
recognise the legitimate concerns of those in outhird. Capital works funding for this year is $71
schools. The higher school certificate is not ammillion less than in 1995. The Minister can produce
achievement for the Government. It is contentiousa long list of schools that have been promised
no-one is sure where it is going, no-one cammoney, and some have even received the money.
demonstrate that it will be fairer and no-one carThat is what the Government does: it funds capital
demonstrate whether it will work. Schools will not works in schools, as every government does. But the
have enough time to implement changes to th#linister is accountable for the one-third reduction in
syllabus, which has not yet been written. Everyapital works funding, and his arguments cut no ice
professional teachers association has complainedth schools because they are not getting money
about the timetable. Schools have been providedhere it is needed. The Minister knows that
with the new school certificate—another significantmaintenance money to schools has been delayed.
reform—but they do not have sufficient time toThe status of teachers has not been addressed. The
implement it. It will provide significant changes to Government has no policy on education. | thank the
timetabling for years 7 to 10, but the Governmenhonourable member for Maitland and the honourable

does not care about difficulties in timetabling; itmember for Georges River for speaking up on

does not worry about the detail. It simply says, "Ddbehalf of their
Government for

this so that we can look good in March 1999."

communities. |
its anti-democratic stance. The

condemn the

Minister deserves the censure of this House.

With regard to computers in schools, |
acknowledge that there are computer boxes in

Although the Government promised to train every
teacher, it will train only one-third of teachers.
There is no money to connect the computers. There

Question—That the amendment be agreed
schools, but there is no money to train teacherso—put.

The House divided.

is not even the money to install power points for the Ayes, 47
computers. The Government has a cargo-cult
mentality, and those in schools understand what that Ms Allan Ms Meagher
is about: it is about politics, not education. Training Mr Amery Mr Mills
and development of teachers is a matter of eternal Mr Anderson Mr Moss
shame for the Minister for Education and Training. Ms Andrews Mr Nagle
A significant reduction has been made in the Mr Aquilina Mr Neilly
allowance given to schools for training and Mrs Beamer Ms Nori
development of teachers. Those who work in our Mr Crittenden Mr E. T. Page
schools understand that the decision to cut the Mr Debus Mr Price
allowance was made by the Minister for Education Mr Face Dr Refshauge
and Training. Mr Gaudry Mr Rogan
Mr Gibson Mr Rumble

With regard to utilities funding, if schools save Mrs Grusovin Mr Scully
money that amount of money is taken out of their Mr Harrison Mr Shedden
global budget in the following year. That does not Ms Harrison Mr Stewart
encourage them to save money and to rechannel it Mr Hunter Mr Sullivan
into their schooling. It is another of the Mr lemma Mr Tripodi
Government's anti-incentive measures. Every day the Mr Knowles Mr Watkins
Minister issues a new policy with regard to Mr Langton Mr Whelan
curriculum crowding. Today's policy related to Mrs Lo Po' Mr Windsor
eating disorders. We understand the importance of Mr Lynch Mr Woods
public education in regard to eating disorders, but Mr McBride Mr Yeadon
the Government has introduced this policy without Mr McManus Tellers
giving schools any additional assistance. The Mr Markham Mr Beckroge
honourable member for Gladesville referred to boys' Mr Martin Mr Thompson
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Noes, 42 Leader of the House is collapsing the parliamentary
agenda. Let it be known now that the Parliament

Mr Beck Mr O'Farrell will not sit in November and December because the
Mr Blackmore Mr D. L. Page Government is collapsing the program and has
Mr Chappell Mr Peacocke deliberately engineered—
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Phillips
Mr Cochran Mr Photios [Interruption]
Mr Cruickshank Mr Richardson
Mr Debnam Mr Rixon The Leader of the House should give a
Mr Ellis Mr Rozzoli guarantee now that the House will sit in November.
Ms Ficarra Mr Schipp
Mr Glachan Ms Seaton [Interruption]
Mr Hartcher Mrs Skinner
Mr Hazzard Mr Slack-Smith Hansard will record that we will sit in
Mr Jeffery Mr Small November.
Dr Kernohan Mr Souris )
Mr Kerr Mrs Stone Motion agreed to.
Mr Kinross Mr Tink

Mr MacCarthy
Dr Macdonald

Mr J. H. Turner
Mr R. W. Turner

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Mr Merton I
Ms Moore Tellers STAYSAFE COMMITTEE NORTHERN
Mr Oakeshott Mr Fraser TERRITORY VISIT
Mr O'Doherty Mr Smith
Pai Mr GIBSON (Londonderry) [5.27 p.m.]:
ars Recently the Staysafe committee visited the

Northern Territory to examine road safety issues.

Mr Carr Mr Armstrong Some 27 per cent of the population of the Northern
Mr Clough Mr Collins Territory is Aboriginal. There is also a large
Mr Knight Mr Humpherson percentage of Aborigines in a number of electorates

Amendment agreed to.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Motion as amended agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Private Members'

Statements

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)

in New South Wales, including my electorate and
the electorate of my colleague the honourable
member for Oxley. The Staysafe committee
delegation included the honourable member for
Kiama and me from the Government, the honourable
member for Murray and the honourable member for
Oxley from the Opposition, and the Hon. J. H.
Jobling from the upper House. In Darwin the
delegation met officials involved in road safety to
discuss the general road safety situation.

Although the number of road accidents in the
Northern Territory is not large in comparison with

[5.24 p.m.]: | move:
those in New South Wales and Victoria, last year 56
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to provigeeople died on Northern Territory roads; 45 per cent
that, during the spring sitting, unless otherwise ordered, up tinvolved Aboriginal people, and 15 per cent
16 members be permitted to speak when private memberfyglved visitors. Aborigines are overrepresented in
statements are called on. o Al .
road fatalities. The highlight of the visit was a

Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [5.24 p.mJ]: On meeting at Katherine with Aboriginal community

- olice officers—ACPOs—working in local
behalf of the coalition | am pleased to say that Wegommunities in the top end of the Northern

agree to the motion, but | should also place on th?erritory. Twenty-three ACPOs in Katherine

record that this is typical of the way the House hasjtended a road safety strategy workshop for
been run by the Leader of the House. He has t@poriginal communities, together with two night

correct his attempts to muzzle free speech in thgatrol officers from Darwin. ACPOs are locally

House and to deny members their right to mak@jected community representatives in a program in
private members' statements. Although we will nofyhich they initially act as police aides. They are
oppose the motion, we earlier placed on recordhow assuming the full roles and powers of police
through our leader, our abhorrence at the way thgonstables.



8146 ASSEMBLY 13 October 1998 PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Mr Jeffery: They are sworn officers. information that we gained will assist the Staysafe
committee in seeking to reduce to its lowest level

Mr GIBSON: They are sworn police officers, road trauma in New South Wales. | take the view
as my colleague has noted. ACPOs are selected liyat every death and every injury from a road crash
their communities. They are a valuable interfacés a death or an injury that could be avoided. Big
between local tribal elders and the wider NortherrStates like New South Wales and Victoria have an
Territory community and its institutions. The ACPOsimpressive record in road trauma reductions, but our
attending the workshop were organised into threeecent trip to the Northern Territory showed us that
groups representing Arnhem Land, Katherine andve should not neglect the lessons available to us
Darwin. They worked on developing strategies tdrom the ongoing work of other States and
address their specific road safety concerns in regaierritories. | commend the work being done in the
to what they perceive to be the critical issues antNorthern Territory by ACPOs and the Aboriginal
how they will implement their strategies. We community. [lime expired.
attended a presentation of their work to Assistant
Commissioner, Operations, Bruce Wernhem, and VICTORIAN GAS PLANT EXPLOSION
Superintendent Terry Ey.

Mr GLACHAN (Albury) [5.32 p.m.]: The

Members of the committee also had arrecent explosion at the Longford gas plant in
opportunity to talk with ACPOs in more informal Victoria caused enormous chaos not only in Victoria
surroundings. The work of the ACPOs highlightedbut also on the southern border area of New South
the effectiveness of the old adage "local solution§Vales. Gas that is used in Albury, Corowa,
for local problems". Other issues that wereMulwala, Howlong and other towns along the
highlighted were alcohol-impaired driving, poor roadMurray River has been supplied from Victoria for
conditions, under-age drinking, unlicensed drivingmany years. Some years ago an Albury gas
poor vehicle maintenance and lack ofcompany generated its own gas, but it was bought
roadworthiness. The continued development of aout years ago by the gas and fuel corporation.
effective Aboriginal community policing program Albury gas has been supplied by Victoria since
was a major outcome of the workshop. It washose times. | do not believe that the problem in
pleasing to see the responsiveness of the Northekfictoria is new. There was an explosion at that plant
Territory police to the training needs of thesein the 1970s. Last winter an ice blockage in the gas
officers, many of whom have become sworn in agipeline from Longford up to the border area caused
constables over the last few years. The New Soutbnormous problems for industry and householders in
Wales Government would do well to have a goodhat area. It is estimated that 3,000 jobs were at
look at how the Northern Territory is using thosestake while this crisis continued and about $4
officers as police within Aboriginal communities. million a day was lost in the border area.
We can learn much more from them than we have
up to this point. Export orders were put at risk because

companies like BTR Engineering, which

| turn now to the issue of visitor road safety. | manufactures gearboxes for overseas car
said earlier that 15 per cent of road deaths in thenanufacturers, could not operate. The people that
Territory related to visitors who are unfamiliar with that company was supplying found it difficult to
unsealed and gravel roads and four-wheel drivanderstand that an explosion at a gas plant in
vehicles, and who do not know how to react when &ictoria could affect supplies at a factory in Albury.
vehicle overturns. All those factors areMotels in the area estimated that they were losing
overrepresented in visitor road crashes. Th&80,000 a day because people travelling through the
Northern Territory is only just starting to find area said, "If we cannot get a hot shower in Albury
solutions to these problems, but at least it hase will go somewhere where we can get one."
identified the problems. New South Wales might beAlthough gas has been turned on for hot water and
oblivious to these problems. With the Olympics tocooking until recently there has still been no gas for
be staged in two years and the tourism benefits dieating. Not all the gas is back on for heating in the
the Olympics expected to continue until at leas®lbury area. Last night at Mount Hotham, which is
2004, New South Wales must look at tourist roadust across the border in Victoria, the temperature
safety as a matter of concern. was minus three degrees.

| hope that my comments today serve as an The gas crisis has really caused some
indication of my thanks to the Northern Territory problems. | was astounded to learn that when there
police and the road safety representatives that wergas an explosion at one section of the plant—there
so welcoming and helpful to the committee. Theare three sections at Longford—the whole plant had
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to be shut down. | am surprised that it was sde able to inform the House that natural gas was
interconnected. The first thing the Victorians shouldound recently in New South Wales. There will be
be doing is ensuring that if there is an emergency ifurther developments and further announcements in
one section of the plant, the other sections cathe near future on that front. New South Wales is
operate independently. One of the saving graces wery conscious of the problems that could be
all of this was the fact that a gas line was recenthexperienced. If the honourable member makes a
installed between Wagga Wagga and Barnawartha atibmission to the former High Court judge and to
a cost of $350 million. Although it supplies only athe royal commission | am sure it would be
small amount of the gas needed in Victoria, it wasvelcomed. He can use the offices of this Parliament
able to supply enough gas to maintain essentiab forward that submission.
services such as those required at hospitals. There
was confusion when the emergency was declared WOLLONGONG STORM DAMAGE
because people on the New South Wales side of the
border said, "It is fair enough for Victorians, Mr MARKHAM  (Keira) [5.38 p.m]: | refer
because it is their gas supply, but that state ofigain to the storm damage which occurred in
emergency should not apply to us." Many people itWollongong on Monday, 17 August. Many stories
Albury did not really understand that our gas washave been told about this disaster. | and other
coming from Victoria. members from the lllawarra region have spoken in
the past about this matter in the Parliament. On
It was some time before the Premier steppe&aturday, 12 September, because of the devastation
in and declared an emergency in southern Newxperienced by families and their desertion by
South Wales. It was some time before that messagesurance companies in this State, Keith Nolan, chief
got through and people began to comply with thexecutive officer of the Kembla Grange racetrack,
requirements of the emergency situation. | am sad tihe lllawarra Turf Club, decided to sponsor a race
say that when the gas was turned off a number afay to raise funds to assist families in distress. Keith
people turned it on again, defying the emergencindicated that he was targeting about $50,000 for the
requirements. It is a sad reflection on ourday. The racing industry and associated leisure
community when people selfishly turn on their gasorganisations staged the lord mayor's flood appeal
in those sorts of situations. Many businesses outlaidice day and auction on Saturday, 12 September.
enormous amounts of money to install diesel fuel
systems. It cost them a lot of money to run on diesel The race day sponsors included: Southern
and to change their systems. Classic Cars, which donated $15,250; the Registered
Clubs Association of New South Wales, which
There are amazing stories about fitters andonated $20,000; the Illawarra branch of the
mechanics working long hours into the night, dayAustralian Hotels Association, which donated
after day, to try to convert those systems to diesel. $15,000; the Club Managers Association of
express a word of praise for them and for the greaAustralia, which donated $5,000; the City Tattersalls
work that they did. All of this clearly indicates to Club, Sydney, which donated $10,000; the National
me that there is a lesson to be learned from thidustralia Bank, Wollongong, which donated
tragedy in Victoria. It could happen next in New$25,000; the lllawarra Business Chamber, which
South Wales. We must ensure that gas from ondonated $5,000; the New South Wales TAB, which
section of Australia can be transmitted to other partdonated $10,000; the Australian Jockey Club, which
of the country—an essential service desperatelgonated $5,000; the Sydney Turf Club, which
needed by industry. The costs to convert to dieselonated $5,000; and the Provincial Clubs
are enormous and we cannot afford wage an@Association, the Newcastle Jockey Club, the
production losses. We must take steps to ensure thidawkesbury Race Club, Wyong Turf Club, Gosford
if a similar situation arises in New South Wales weRace Club and the lllawarra Turf Club, which
can source gas from other parts of the country. dlonated $10,000.
also refer briefly to the people who were killed and
injured in that explosion in Victoria.Time expired. A further 26 donors contributed to the appeal.
Two of the major prizes in an auction were a car
Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for donated by Southern Classic Cars at Wollongong,
Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries) [5.3%hich was valued at $65,000 and had a reserve
p.m.]: | make a few points in response to the matteauction price of $34,000, and return air fares from
raised by the honourable member for Albury. |, andSydney to Canada for two, courtesy of Canada 3000
| am sure all honourable members, commend thairlines Ltd, Brighton-le-Sands, plus an
Premier of New South Wales for doing all that wasaccommodation package including tours, courtesy of
appropriate in these circumstances. | am pleased fimbassador Travel Services, Brisbane. The appeal
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received an incredible response. Indeed, the Premiand | consider them to be personal friends.
attended the race day meeting on the Saturddynfortunately, because of prior commitments | was
afternoon to lend his support. unable to attend the race day. However, the Premier
attended the meeting. A phenomenal amount of
Last Saturday Bede McMahon, President ofmoney, a little under $160,000, was raised.
lllawarra Turf Club, handed to the Lord Mayor of
Wollongong a cheque for $159,296. Insurance Last week at a ball conducted by the
companies in this State should take note of ouAustralian Hotels Association and held at the
community's efforts. Many companies have totallyllawarra Turf Club | said that the people of the
negated their responsibility to thousands of residentdewcastle-Hunter region have a great deal of
of the lllawarra. On Friday, 25 September, in aempathy with the people of the lllawarra, not only
massive rally in Wollongong people marchedbecause of our historic industrial ties but because of
through the central business district to the NRMAour experience of the earthquake in 1989. We know
offices to criticise insurance companies in generahat after a natural disaster the trauma continues for
and the Insurance Council of Australia in particulara long time. Like the honourable member for Keira,
for their lack of intestinal fortitude in not ensuring| deprecate the actions of some insurance
that New South Wales insurance companies madmmpanies. In the Hunter region whilst many
the appropriate insurance payments to the people ofsurance companies and the Insurance Council of
Wollongong, who in some instances had lostAustralia played a responsive role, some companies
everything. were outlandish in their behaviour towards people
who were already traumatised by the natural
At that rally | spoke about my disgust with the disaster.
insurance industry and the Insurance Council. | said
that not only were houses and property destroyed The Department of Community Services acted
but families were psychologically affected by havingin a very positive way, as it did after recent
to wait for insurance money to put their lives backhailstorm damage in Singleton and another natural
together. In some instances those families are stitlisaster in Armidale. The department has become
waiting. The Insurance Council and the insurancexpert in dealing with natural disasters. |
companies of this State should be condemned faompliment the lllawarra Turf Club and extend my
their lack of action. On 28 October manysympathy to residents in the lllawarra area. When |
Wollongong residents will demonstrate outside theattend a registered clubs race day meeting in the
NRMA offices where the NRMA will hold its Illawarra on 31 October | will pass on my personal
annual general meeting. compliments. Time expired.

| compliment the Wollongong office of the ARAKOON STATE RECREATION AREA
Department of Community Services, which has TRUST DISSOLUTION
already paid out approximately $2.2 million to
families who were affected by the disaster. That Mr JEFFERY (Oxley) [5.45 p.m.]: | express
money is part of the emergency funding madeny extreme disappointment at the sacking of
available by this Government after the Premie’rakoon State Recreation Area Trust members.
declared Wollongong and the lllawarra a disastefThose citizens of fine character have been betrayed
area following the incredible storm on Monday, 17by the Minister for the Environment and by the
August. How could insurance companies claim thaGovernment. The trust managed the daily running of
it was not a storm? How could there be floodingthe park efficiently and competently. The board's
without a downpour? | can assure the House that thmembers are from the local community and give
storm was devastating. The Insurance Council aniheir time voluntarily because of a genuine concern
the insurance companies of this State should ber this beautiful area at South West Rocks.
condemned for not acting morally and in a
compassionate wayT[me expired. Last August | received advice of the proposed
sacking of trust members, which was ultimately
Mr  FACE (Charlestown—Minister for effected by notification in theGovernment Gazette
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting thedated 11 September. | immediately made strong
Premier on Hunter Development) [5.43 p.m.]: Irepresentations to the Minister for the Environment
congratulate the honourable member for Keira omseeking reinstatement of the trust members because
raising this matter. | commend the lllawarra Turfof their invaluable longstanding contribution to the
Club, its Chief Executive Officer, Keith Nolan, and South West Rocks community. | also demanded the
the President, Bede McMahon, for their generositwithdrawal of plans to transfer the Arakoon State
and hard work. | know both of those gentlemen welRecreation Area to the Hat Head National Park,
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which is under the administration of the National The area is a self-sufficient showpiece and a
Parks and Wildlife Service. Traditionally, trusts aresource of great pride to the community. It brings
made up of dedicated local people who ardghousands of visitors to the area each year and the
committed to their community and to the surrounding township of South West Rocks has
maintenance of local heritage values. Over the yeatsenefited from being a haven for holiday makers
the Arakoon State Recreation Area Trust memberand retirees. The amount of work and expertise that
have done an outstanding job and have receivdias been done behind the scenes by trust members
many accolades from visitors and locals alike. has ensured the long-term maintenance of the park
and its popularity. The latest move is a backward
The recreation area has annual visitor numberstep. It is a pulling away of infrastructure and ideas.
of about 800,000. Visitors are provided with anlt is not merely an argument about whether a charge
excellent service from dedicated staff, clearis imposed for entering the park; it is about the
amenities, firewood for their many barbecues angreservation, promotion and provision of access to
beautifully maintained grounds. | have alwaysone of our most valued heritage sites in New South
believed that the responsibility for and ownership ofWales.
local assets should rest with the community. The
trust must be reinstated so that it can manage the At present the community is worried about the
area for the betterment of the community, rathewhereabouts of trust funds. Will residual trust funds
than the management of the recreation arebe transferred to the National Parks and Wildlife
contributing to the expansion of the National ParksService general operation budget and therefore be
and Wildlife Service. A great deal of concern islost to the community? It is not fair that
being expressed by the South West Rocks ancbmmunities raise funds and the Government then
Macleay communities about the management beingyphons off the proceeds to prop up its own
transferred to the National Parks and Wildlifedepartments. The community wants the foolhardy
Service. decision to dissolve the Arakoon State Recreation
Area Trust taken off the agenda. It wants the
As a result of the action taken by the MinisterMinister to reverse her decision so that the trust can
no manager will be in charge. The National Parkgontinue its good works for the sake of the South
and Wildlife Service regional advisory committeeWest Rocks community and the preservation of the
meets in Port Macquarie. A ranger will be on dutyarea's natural and historic value. In more than 19
but there will be no full-time manager under theyears of operation the trust has become skilled at
direction of a trust. Such an administrativeproviding uninterrupted hands-on attention to
arrangement would not have the valuable input oplanning for the future and to caring for the assets
former trust members. Funds that are traditionallpf the community. The trust deserves a better deal,
raised in the area and used for the upkeep of thand | plead with the Minister to reverse her decision
area will be lost. There will be no-one with anyand to allow the Arakoon State Recreation Trust to
experience to govern Arakoon. However, there wilbe reformed.
be a receptionist and a duty ranger, who, although
capable and dedicated staff members, cannot take Ms ALLAN (Blacktown—Minister for the
the place of a trust that has demonstrated itEnvironment) [5.50 p.m.]: Like the honourable
capacity to govern Arakoon. member for Oxley, | very much appreciate the work
that has been done over many years by the former
This is a unique area that requires uniqguemembers of the Arakoon State Recreation Area
specialised control. It does not make sense tdrust. | particularly nominate Jack Perkins, who,
terminate an arrangement that has worked extremelnfortunately, now is deceased. However, for many
well over many years, with forward-thinking, years he gave great service to the South West Rocks
sensible people at the helm who have the area's bestmmunity. | also commend those who are not only
interests at heart. No-one will have the necessalpterested in the maintenance of the area, but in its
experience or background to understand the speciiture management. Although | have made a
needs and challenges of this remarkable andecision to dissolve the trust, which, as the
complex recreation area. For those members wHhwonourable member indicated, was gazetted on 11
have not been to this part of the beautiful mid-norttSeptember, | have also written to the members of
coast, the Arakoon State Recreation Area has withithe Arakoon State Recreation Area Trust and invited
its boundaries the Trial Bay Gaol, a special piece ofhem to join the Port Macquarie District National
our heritage, interesting rock platforms, beaches ararks and Wildlife Advisory Committee.
the magnificent Little Bay. The area also includes a
popular camping area and a renowned kiosk, as well | differ from the honourable member for Oxley
as unsurpassed fishing, swimming, boating, sailingn that | believe that a close working relationship
and picnic facilities. has developed between those responsible for the
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State recreation area and those responsible for tthemight add that | was with the Premier on that
adjacent Hat Head National Park. The Nationabccasion but when he spoke to one of the organisers,
Parks and Wildlife Service, which since theMr Evan Phillips, a former union leader, he
Government came to office has had thendicated that if the council did not want it the dump
administrative responsibility for the Arakoon Statewould not proceed. | understand that that related
Recreation Area Trust, has worked very effectivelyspecifically to a proposal put forward by the New
with the former staff, who are now employed underiSouth Wales Waste Service. On that occasion Mrs
the National Parks and Wildlife Act. Although they Oliver pointed out that 30 per cent of registered
have worked together co-operatively, | believe thatoters in the Cessnock local government area had
the trust has become redundant. However, | do na&igned the anti-dump petition. She added that 750
want to lose the valuable expertise of the formesigns are displayed throughout the local government
members of the trust, hence my decision to invit@rea opposing the dump. | might add again that each
them to join the advisory committee. of those signs has been paid for by local residents.

Unlike the honourable member for Oxley, | Hundreds of letters of objection have been sent
believe that the local staff are delighted by thelo the council. The group, which meets fortnightly,
decision to transfer them to the National Parks anfias an active membership and wants the proposal,
Wildlife Service. They are already working very which it describes as abhorrent, to be scrapped.
effectively at Arakoon. Their expertise andCessnock City Council has been dealing with the
knowledge will not be lost; they will continue to New South Wales Waste Service in relation to this
contribute directly to Arakoon. The popular appeaproposal, which at present is for a facility to be
of Arakoon for both visitors to the area and the localocated on Crown land between Cessnock and the
community will not diminish in any way. While | township of Neath. The land was formerly partly
understand the motives of the honourable membé&pen-cut and partly hard-rock quarry. The
for Oxley in championing the cause of the formerproponents intend that 400,000 tonnes per annum of
trust members, | suggest that he encourage them poitrescible waste should be taken from Sydney by
join the advisory committee. road and dumped there.

CESSNOCK WASTE DUMP PROPOSAL | listened to an address from Mr Evan Phillips
on the occasion when the petition was presented. At
Mr NEILLY (Cessnock) [5.53 p.m.]: | speak the completion of Mr Phillips' address | mentioned
to a petition which was tabled in the House earlief© him that it seemed to me a tad ironic that there is
today. During my years as a member of Parliamer© much money in muck. | understand that it costs
it is the biggest petition | have handled; it wasabout $90 a tonne to take waste from Sydney and
signed by 10,110 citizens of Cessnock. Because &eposit or dispose of it and to remediate the site at a
possible non-resident signatories | have been assurer time. At the same time coal is being exported
that the petition has been completely endorsed bjjom the port of Newcastle for a little under $US23
the residents of the Cessnock local government ared.tonne for spot sales. Recently some coal was sent
The petiton sought that the attention of theOut of the port for $US15 a tonne spot sales. It is
Parliament be drawn to the objections of thdronic that waste has more than twice the value of
petitioners to the dumping of any of Sydney'scoal- As far as | am concerned, the council has
domestic, commercial or industrial waste in theehdorsed the proposal for an environmental impact
Cessnock local government area. The petition als®fudy. | believe that some of the concerns of the
urges the Legislative Assembly to inform thePeople of Cessnock may be alleviated if an
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning that it is the €nvironmental impact study is undertaken. | believe
petitioners' wish that any development applicatiodh€ Project should not proceed unless it bypasses
that is made in relation to a waste dump at Cessnodk€ssnock, because road transport must be orderly
be rejected. The petition was presented to mand obviate disruption to residents. In a democracy
publicly and one of the principal organisers, MrsPeople are certainly entitled to an environmental
Hilary Oliver, told me that the residents want theilmpact study, after which the situation can be fully
State Government to intervene and to stop th@ssessed.Tme expired.
proposal to dump Sydney garbage in Cessnock. She
drew attention to a televised statement made by the ~Ms ALLAN  (Blacktown—Minister for the
Premier to anti-dump protesters on 23 March, whefnvironment) [5.57 p.m.]: | appreciate the

he visited Cessnock. The Premier said: opportunity to comment on the comprehensive
petition which was presented to the House today by

We are not forcing this on you. If the community doesn't wantth€ honourable member_ for Cessnock on behalf of
it, the community won't get it. some 10,000 local constituents. | emphasise that the
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final decision about whether a landfill proceeds at With 900 members, it is one of the largest
Cessnock will be made by my colleague thehockey associations in New South Wales but it is
Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning under Stateone of the few without permanent all-weather
environmental planning policy 48, which makes himsporting facilities for hockey. The bid to fund all-

the consent authority for all major putrescible wastaveather facilities is supported by everybody in the
landfills. All members of the House would southern highlands community, including local
acknowledge that the location of a major landfill,doctors. They participate in the association and

particularly when the proposal involves therecognise the health benefits, particularly for young
transportation of Sydney waste into country areas, igeople. Community members, both hockey players
always a fairly controversial process. and non-hockey players, support the association.

Young people often are looking for activities to be
The Waste Minimisation and Management Actinvolved in, but because there are no permanent all-
has attempted to put in place a regime so that thweather hockey facilities in the highlands the long
need for these types of major putrescible landfills irdistance to travel to get to permanent facilities in the
the future is minimised. The Government is certainly}changeable weather of the highlands can preclude
undertaking major works and providing majorsome young people from participating.
resourcing to ensure that those types of landfills are
simply not necessary. However, | reassure the  The Southern Highlands Hockey Association
honourable member for Cessnock that there will b&as raised $90,000 from its own efforts towards the
a comprehensive environmental planning anduilding of all-weather facilities. The money was
assessment process before my colleague makesrassed from local activities, fundraising at hockey
decision. matches, raffles and those sorts of things. All
association members have worked hard to raise that
| am very much aware of the strong andamount. The community is also recovering from a
adamant opposition within his local community andrecent tragic car accident death of an association
| am very sensitive to that. Another community inmember, as many honourable members would be
the Hunter, Muswellbrook, is much more favourablyaware. The proposal for the all-weather facilities has
disposed towards the location of a landfill within thethe support of local business. | mention particularly
municipality. | for one would happily support the Blue Circle Southern Cement, a major employer in
location of a landfill site there if the Muswellbrook my area. It has given the association the use of land
community regards it as an advantage. | havélose to the plant at New Berrima. | understand that
consistently believed that we should not force thesthe company has been speaking to Steve Bensen and
types of operations on local communities if they doothers about making available a larger area of land
not want them. That is a strong message that | haskehind the present sporting fields at New Berrima
given to the New South Wales Waste Service. which could be upgraded to provide permanent all-
weather hockey facilities.
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS ALL-WEATHER
HOCKEY FACILITIES Members of the Southern Highlands Hockey
Association now have to travel to places such as
Ms SEATON (Southern Highlands) [5.59 Narellan and Goulburn for permanent all-weather
p.m.]: | speak on behalf of and in support of thefacilities. Because there are none in the southern
Southern Highlands Hockey Association, particularhighlands we cannot conduct larger carnivals; we
the efforts of its members led by the Presidenthave to go elsewhere to participate. It is a region of
Steve Bensen, in support of its application for all-high growth. Mrs Cathy Allen wrote to me in
weather facilities in the southern highlands. Thesupport of the permanent hockey fields proposal.
Southern Highlands Hockey Association is veryHer letter encapsulates the sort of organisation that
much a family association. It has equalthe Southern Highlands Hockey Association is. She
representation of men and women. It conduct¥/rote:
veterans hockey matches. It has categories of players
. | am one of many who strongly support the efforts of the
who compete reQUIarly in under 21, under 17, under Southern Highlands Hockey Association in their endeavours. |
13 and younger events. It has men and women, BOyS am a mother of three children who play hockey, both for their
and girls_ Parents of younger players are often school and their local club, and a wife of a veteran hockey
players themselves. Families are involved in Player. | speak for my family by saying that it is becoming
. . harder and harder to play in representative carnivals against
transporting their members and members of other

| i : other districts, regions and schools because we do not play the
families to events. It is very much a community and game of hockey that is played today. Our children have the

family oriented association. drive and the want but cannot gain the skills without the
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facilities. The only way they are keeping up with other playersthat the Opposition spokesman has proposed the
is to travel m”‘TIS and r}ours ;‘;m‘ghﬁ' farﬁaze:”‘iuf"’l‘zcailrlntroduction of armed guards on trains. From time to

zgmEzzt:gzsarr(\;ecor?ﬁvgzgtor??uﬁering'badly and when you tr fime | UTSG trains in the Newcastle region a_‘nd _In
and instil a sense of loyalty and pride in your children it is Metropolitan Sydney. | have never seen a situation
becoming increasingly harder. that required armed intervention. People seem to be
calmed by the arrival of security guards. They

r<l.-}1pprec:iate that they are on the trains from 7.00 p.m.

to the end of the last journey on every CityRail
| ask the Minister for Sport and Recreation join with"oute. The public continues to need reassurance. One
the Southern Highlands Hockey Association and m@f the ways of improving public transport is to
in supporting the association's application for dncrease its use. If trains are perceived to be safer—
regional facilities sports grant so that in the neafNd We are actually making them safer—more

future the southern highlands will have a permaner€ople will travel on them, which will further
all-weather hockey facility. increase safety of train passengers.

Our association needs a little help in this area as the tale
abounds from juniors to veteran . .

CITYRAIL SECURITY Inflammatory statements do not improve
anything. In fact, they encourage violence at a time
Mr PRICE (Waratah) [6.04 p.m.]: In today's When we should be destabilising violent action and
Maitland Mercury there is an article on the improving the attitude of commuters to train travel
Opposition‘s proposa] to have armed guards oﬂnd Safety. Commuters have already noticed the
CityRail trains. | have some concerns about thdlifference. The railway line in the Hunter is being
proposal. | do not know whether we want to startipgraded, particularly in my electorate of Waratah,
the battle at the OK corral on public trains. It wouldwhere the Beresfield station is currently being
not add anything to the confidence of the travelling€constructed. | understand from discussions with
pub”c_ A number of newspapers reported théhe State Rail Authority that the Ilghtlng there will
Opposition proposals. Numerous incidents have bed¥ significantly improved. | hope that access to the
reported on the Newcastle-Maitland-Dungog linestation will also be improved. | applaud the Minister
The Government has taken action to improve thé)r his actions and look forward to further action
situation. The first | recall was the rebuilding of being taken to reinforce and strengthen that already
Telarah station, which was reopened in Decembdaken. I also look forward to hearing comments from
last year. Mr Acting-Speaker, as the member fo much happier travelling public on all forms of
Wallsend you were involved in that. Improvedpublic transport.
platform lighting and video surveillance cameras

were provided. Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for
Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries) [6.09
Further down the line the Metford station hadp.m.]: | commend the honourable member for

been the subject of serious vandalism. New lightingvaratah for the fine stand he has taken. He has
and surveillance cameras with remote operation arggrved on transport committees in this Parliament
recording were completed at Newcastle station i@nd he has worked hard to achieve safer rail travel
June and July this year. The Minister visitedthroughout the State. It should be remembered that
Metford station and spoke about the Government'diolence begets violence. | commend the honourable
concerns about the apparent increase in crime ovgiember for caling for a safe travelling
the previous period, and outlined the Government'§nvironment.
program for improving the quality of rail transport
and the safety of passengers. The newspaper report REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS
highlighted a reduction in graffiti vandalism and
robbery but showed a worrying trend with the Mr D. L. PAGE (Ballina) [6.10 p.m.]: The
increase in assault. In July the Governmen€arr Government is currently engaged in a process
addressed the problem by placing two securitpf assessing forests with a view to determining a
officers on all CityRail trains running at night. regional forest agreement for the north-east area of
People who travel by train in my electorate regularlyNew South Wales. My electorate is directly affected
have indicated that they feel night travel is muchby these negotiations through the State forests
safer. So not only is the actual travel safer butinvolved and indirectly through the hundreds of
importantly, there is also a perception of travel beingimber jobs potentially at risk. Yesterday ti8ydney
safer. Morning Herald quoted the Premier as saying,
"There's no government in Australia greener than
The Government's initiatives in response to thenine." That very same day his Government
reports have had a positive result. | am concerneeixcluded key stakeholder groups, such as
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Aborigines, farmers and mining groups, fromstakeholders can say that although they might not
participation in the forest assessment process for thgjree with the final outcome, at least the process
north-east of New South Wales. So keen was th@as fair and the data was accurate. They cannot say
Premier to please the conservation lobby, which hathat at the moment because the Carr Government is
withdrawn from the process just the day before, heacrificing everything important to achieve a quick
was more than happy to make Aborigines, farmersutcome in order to declare the new national parks.
and miners sacrificial lambs in his power play.
A future coalition government should not feel
Labor's administration of forestry policy hasbound by any agreement that has been reached
been one of intimidation, threats, attacks on keyithout proper process. At present every single
stakeholder groups, abuse of process and loss ofastal compartment being logged north of Grafton
jobs in timber towns and surrounding areas. Undgior quota log purposes is in an interim deferred
the guise of achieving a comprehensive andorest area—IDFA. That means the Government has
adequate reserve system it has prematurely declaradreal problem meeting its contractual obligations
66 new national parks and wilderness areas and knder the 5 x 5 year wood supply agreements with
the very near future plans to declare another 50 dpdustry because it has to access already the interim
so. Not only is the Government rushing to finalisedeferred forest area compartments. Clearly this is
regional forest agreements for the north-east of NeRecause the Government has locked up so many
South Wales without the involvement of keyState forests to satisfy the extreme conservation
stakeholder groups, it is even prepared to go ahed@bby. The net result is that in a few years, if not
without the Commonwealth Government, a signatorgooner, taxpayers will have to pay compensation to
to any regional forest agreement. Of course, an RFAMber companies that have these wood supply

without the signature of the Commonwealthdgreements. This will be a total waste of taxpayers'
Government is not legitimate. money. If the Carr Government was not so obsessed

with converting well-managed State forests into
It is a farce for negotiations to be proceedingh@tional parks for political purposes, plenty of wood
on the north coast as they are at present withojtould be available to satisfy these agreements.
Federal Government involvement. Now that the ) o
coalition has been re-elected in Canberra it will bg | draw attention to this situation because a
only a matter of a week or so before it will be in gluture coalition government will not be held

position to participate in the process. However, thée_sponsmle for_ the current Go_vernmen_ts
Carr Government wants to pursue this "go it aloneMismanagement in this regard. A possible solution

and "to hell with the evidence" approach without the'© Fhe problem would be to give the _IDFAS a status
hich enables them to be accessed in future years to

Commonwealth Government so it can announcd i L

approximately 50 new national parks in the next th;neet the _Governments contract_ual obligations rathelr
to three weeks to ensure it gains Green preferencg%an paying cash compensathn from taxpayers
at the State election next March. unds. Anothgr effect of _convertlng so many State
forests to national parks is that the harvesting cycle
d’s constantly being shortened, producing smaller logs

The broader community in my electorate an?}!d less sustainable forests. It is likely that in 20

others h?veba ”gh.t (th eﬁpecé thet E_r_opir ;r}:d aghre ars time there will not be a mature forest timber
process 1o be carmed out and not hijacked Tor shor ndustry if most of the IDFAs are made into national
term political purposes. | remind the Carr

; . -~ parks and are made inaccessible for timber
Government that the national forest policy, which

o o o .~ production. The way this issue is being handled is
the Opposition supports in its generality, is a JOIm[rjegrettable and will cost the country many jobs.

State and Commonwealth process. If the Carr
Government proceeds without the Commonwealth Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for

Government the result will be a half-hearted anqyineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries) [6.15
half-baked RFA for the north coast, which they m 1. Though I am not well briefed on this subject |
Commonwealth is unlikely to sign if it has not beengssyre the House that the statement made by the
a party. honourable member lacked some coherence when
compared to the stand taken on water. There must

Furthermore, to exclude community pe consistency in achieving orderly sustainability.
representatives from the Aboriginal, farming andrhat is being done and | understand that in the next
mining communities means there is far less chancgouple of weeks the Minister will make an
of an RFA being broadly accepted as a legitimatgnnouncement to that effect. The honourable
outcome and an agreement that can be supported f@lember has not given the facts, merely his opinion.
the next 20 years. There is an overwhelming need torespect his right to have that opinion but | assure
get the process and the data right so thahe House there is another side to the story.
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AWABAKAL ABORIGINAL CO-OPERATIVE development and implementation of strategies to
improve the health of Aboriginal communities.
Mr MILLS (Wallsend) [6.16 p.m.]: On Professor McGrath stated that in the Hunter 112
Monday, 28 September, | had the honour oflifferent Aboriginal communities come under the
attending an historic occasion in Newcastle: theauspices of five land councils. She further stated that
signing of a partnership between the Hunter Aredhe Awabakal Medical Service oversees the health
Health Service and the Awabakal Aboriginal Co-needs for those groups and will be the lead
operative. The document was entitled "The Hunteorganisation in consulting with the communities to
Aboriginal Health Partnership Agreement". Thisdetermine their health needs. The service will also
agreement was signed on behalf of the Awabakdle the lead agency in representing those needs to
Aboriginal Co-operative by the Chairperson, RoberHunter Health. Professor McGrath stated that the
Smith Junior, and the Chief Executive Officer, Rayagreement has implications for the way we deal with
Kelly. Carol Abela, Chairperson of the Hunter AreaAboriginal health issues, and that the development
Health Service, and Professor Katherine McGrathpf any new service for Aboriginal people must be
Chief Executive Officer, signed the document agprocessed through the partnership forum. Professor
well. McGrath further stated:

Also present to witness the signing of the If you are developing a proposal, | recommend you speak to
agreement were Sandra Bailey, Chief Executive Sue Fardy or Marilyn Wilson to ensure you follow the
Officer of the Aboriginal Health Resource Co- appropriate consultation processes. Aboriginal communities'

. consultation processes are different to those of traditional
operative Ltd, who came from Sydney for the white communities and we need to follow and respect this to
ceremony, and Dr Refshauge, the Deputy Premier, make progress in the delivery of health services.

Minister for Health, and Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs. | congratulate all partners to the agreemenf\s part of the consultation process the membership
on the work undertaken to achieve this significanbf the partnership forum will comprise Aboriginal
milestone. Present at the ceremony also were Sflembers, including the chief executive officer of the
members from the Hunter region Aboriginal Awabakal Aboriginal Co-operative, a board member
community, my colleague the honourable membefrom that co-operative, the co-ordinator of the
for Newcastle, Bryce Gaudry, and the FederaMindaribba River Aboriginal Health Committee, five
member for Newcastle, Allan Morris. At the community representatives from the Upper Hunter,
ceremony the Deputy Premier stated: the Lower Hunter, Port Stephens, Newcastle and
Lake Macquarie, and the New South Wales
By working in partnership_ with Aboriginal'communities we Aporiginal Health Resource Co-operative regional
can ensure health services are effective and culturall)éxecutive member. The membership of the
appropriate. It is only by working together that we can make a . . .
concerted effort to improve the health of Aboriginal people. partnership forum will also comprise Hunter Health
officers, including the chief executive officer, a

The Minister also presented a prize to the winner oPoard member, sector general managers, the
an art competition that called on locally based?boriginal health co-ordinator, the general manager
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists to creat@alth programs division, a clinical representative
an image representing the partnership agreeme®fd a service planning representative.
between the two organisations. This artwork will be
permanently displayed in the conference room of the ~ The role of the partnership forum is to set
Hunter Area Health Service and will be a lastingstrategic direction and monitor performance of the
reminder of this partnership to improve the health of\boriginal health plan and the partnership
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people livingagreement, and to make recommendations to the
in the Hunter. It is not quite what one would expectiunter Area Health Service board. The partnership
of an Aboriginal painting: it is stunning and modernforum meetings will be co-chaired by the Aboriginal
in theme. | am sure that those who visit thehealth co-ordinator and the regional Aboriginal
conference room will enjoy viewing the artwork of Health Resource Co-operative. | commend the
Rowlene Curtis, an 18-year-old student at Camerofigreement and congratulate those who brought it
Park School for Specific Purposes in the electorat#ito being. [lime expired
of Waratah. It was developed over six intensive 20-
minute sessions at the school with acrylic paint and RAIL STATION STAFFING
gouache.
Mr KERR (Cronulla) [6.21 p.m.]: Recently

In a recent article in thédunter Health News stationmasters have been given bad press by the
Professor Katherine McGrath, the Chief ExecutiveGovernment. It is important to place on record the
Officer of Hunter Health, referred to the joint valuable contribution that stationmasters have made.
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When | was first elected the member for Cronulla into the general travelling public. There are three
1984 a long-serving stationmaster at Cronullaailway stations in  my electorate—Cronulla,
railway station retired. | attended his farewell dinnerCaringbah and Woollooware. | believe people now
and an invitation was also extended to the formefeel less safe travelling to and from those stations
member, the Hon. Michael Egan. The stationmastdyecause they are no longer fully manned. Leaving
had served the railways with distinction for manyaside the primary considerations of public safety, it
years. It was interesting to hear the testimoniess ironic that at a time when we are environmentally
given by staff members of Cronulla railway station.conscious and should be encouraging people to use
I recall that one young station assistant wagublic transport, we are in fact reducing the
somewhat put out when he was told on reporting fohospitable environment that should be the surrounds
his first day of work at the station that he had toof a railway station. That can only be manifested by
wear a uniform and be presented smartly. Howevehaving real-life staff, not simply pieces of
he came to appreciate the care and attention that theachinery, at the service of the travelling public.
stationmaster gave, which was manifested in
ensuring that the staff always presented smartly. | Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for
recently received a copy of a letter written by one oMineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries) [6.26
my constituents to the Minister for Transport, ando.m.]: | assure the honourable member for Cronulla
Minister for Roads, in which the constituent said:  that the Government also has a great belief in its
employees. The House must be reminded that from
In the recent controversy over the proposed sacking 01988 to 1995, 17,000 or 19,000 employees were

Ra?lway Station Managers, you said on radio that "Thestripped from the State Rail Authority, and that
Railways could not afford to pay Managers to read the

newspaper", inferring that Station Managers do not providéElCt_Ion has been an ongc_)lng sore within the State
any service. Rail movement. | appreciate what the honourable
member has said about a fine officer at Cronulla
As a visually impaired person, my experience of the Statiofailway station. Having had family live in Port
Managers at Caringbah Station is that they are vital to my saftlacking Road for many years, | know that that
travel around the railway system of Sydney. Every time lofficer served his office well, and members on this
travel, they are courteous and caring and quick to accepliye of the House also wish him well. It is important
responsibility for taking me to the Guard's Van (with the that it b K ledaed that |
"Blue Light") and inform the Guard of my destination; then, at | e acknowleage at our 'emp OYeeS are
after the train leaves, they telephone the Station of myvaluable, and the Government will continue to
destination to arrange for a Station Assistant to meet me angupport them.
take me out the gate or to another platform, where a similar

service is provided. SCHOOL TEACHER MISCONDUCT
ALLEGATIONS

I, together with other disabled persons, am very thankful for
the special services provided by the Railways, and carried out
by the very able Station Managers.

Mr RUMBLE (lllawarra) [6.28 p.m.]: | wish

to raise a matter on behalf of Mr Brian Dellit, the
Therefore, | want to make a plea for their retention. Otherwisepres'd(':‘r_]t of the New South  Wales Tgachers
we will be denied our freedom to travel unaccompanied byFederation at Dapto High School, concerning the

rail. process involved when an allegation of misconduct
is made against a school teacher. Mr Dellit's concern
| trust you will take full consideration of this matter. relates to allegations made against high school

teachers and the period that a teacher has to wait
During the period that the present Federal membdyefore being told of the offence that he or she
for Cook, Mr Bruce Baird, was State transportallegedly committed. Mr Dellit explained the case of
Minister he often presented awards for valuable local teacher who claimed he was not told that the
services performed by stationmasters and othellegations against him would not be investigated
members of the railway where people had written inuntil three months after the initial advice to him that
in the same way as my constituent has done. Then allegation had been made.
awards were presented at Parliament House, and it
was great to see recognition given to railway Mr Dellit expressed the concern that the
employees. We tend to overlook the contributiorcurrent time frame causes a great deal of stress for
that they make, often outside normal working hoursthe teacher, his or her family, and the community.
| assure members of this House that the gardens aité said that the Teachers Federation asks that a
landscaping of many railway stations would be sadlyeasonable time frame be given, that the person
neglected if it were not for the station assistant@gainst whom the allegation is made be advised of
taking the time and trouble to tend them. the allegation within seven days, and that that advice
come from the case management unit. The Teachers
We have seen a reduction in railway staff inFederation asks that the evidence be provided within
the Cronulla area. | believe this has been detrimentalvo days and that seven days be provided for a
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reply. Mr Dellit stated he had received complaintsThe view of the Teachers Federation is that all cases
that there were inadequate resources for the cashould be investigated, but within a time frame that
management unit and that the Teachers Federatidgmfair to all parties involved.

was of the opinion that the resources should be

increased. REGIONAL FOREST ASSESSMENT

Another matter was the department's practice Mr COCHRAN (Monaro) [6.32 p.m.]: | speak
that the case management unit keep all data on an behalf of the residents of Bombala and Eden and
teacher, even if the teacher was found innocent dhe surrounding district, particularly those who have
any allegations. Mr Dellit is of the view that, asbeen involved in the hardwood industry for the 11
with the law, each case is a separate entity and theyears | have represented the area. Today in the
must be a better way of protecting the rights ofParliament the Premier made an extraordinary
teachers who have been found innocent, withowtatement that follows on from a statement he made
keeping the information. He stressed that thén October 1995, claiming that his forest policy was
Teachers Federation is all for carrying out thecreating jobs in the south-east forests. | am alarmed
process of disciplining teachers who do the wron@nd angry that he should come into this Parliament
thing, but there must be an adequate time frame iand say in such a hypocritical way to a community
which all these types of things are investigated anthat has been rendered destitute by the forest policy
conclusions reached. | will give the detail of oneof this Government that it is benefiting in some way
teacher who said: from the decisions made by the Premier and the

Cabinet. Members of the hardwood industry in the
I am currently employed as a casual teacher with thesouth-east forests and throughout New South Wales
Department of School Education. Recently, | have experienceéngaged in the regional forest assessment process,

an extremely distressing situation where my basic human .. : I
rights have been denied. | believe the procedures establishe%(F“evmg it would be a SCIentlflca”y based

and undertaken by the Department of School Education ar@r_gu_ment’ one that would put an end to the dispute
largely responsible for this distress. within the south-east forests and other places, and

that would have some long-term benefit to the
Nine weeks ago, an allegation was made that | engaged imdustry. They put their heart and soul into it,
improper conduct, including conduct that could amount topytting faith in the process, believing that both sides

improper conduct of a sexual nature with a student. Th‘?/vould honourably meet their commitments
allegation was found to have no substance whatsoever. There '

was no further investigation required and no further action . . .
taken. Despite this, the stress placed on myself and my family The RFA process is doomed to failure. It is

throughout the period of the investigation was enormous. Theonsidered by all of those in the forest industry to
physical, emotional and psychological damage to myself, mpa nothing more than a farce. The considered
husband and, indirectly, our children, can be attributed to th?gpinion of those in the industry is that they have

unfair, irresponsible and inadequate policies of the Departme | d v b h c .
of School Education. An outline of the procedure taken within een let down, not only by the onstruction,

my school and by the Case Management Unit will provideForestry, Mining and Energy Union, particularly
enough evidence to suggest that changes need to be made@avin Hillier as a representative of the forest
order to protect innocent people. workers, but also by the Forest Products Association
. i _ and Colin Dorber. The fact that the Premier is now
On August 29, 1997, the relieving principal of the high school Ki det inati to decl ti | ks i
informed me that an allegation involving improper conduct ofMaxing a de erml_na 1on to ec_are n_a lonal parks in
a sexual nature had been made against me. Under r’€as that are still under consideration by the RFA
circumstances was the relieving principal permitted to divulggprocess is a true indication that he has no regard
any information regarding the allegation. | was not given anwyhatsoever for the process. | commend the

idea of what the alleged misconduct involved, or when it t°°khonourable member for Ballina for raising these
place. | was not even notified of the time frame within which .

the investigation would take place. Yet, although | was leftlSSUES tonight.

without any understanding of what had happened, | was

deemed a low enough risk to continue teaching my classes. The outcome of the RFA process has not been

This was extremely difficult. In essence, | was expected tfinalised. The declaration of national parks in those

perform as a teacher in an environment where | felt threatenegl,eas is threatening the jobs of even more workers.

by an accuser whose identity was kept from me. | felt unsaf(i . . . .

and harassed. n October 1995 in this Parliament the Premier gave
an undertaking that 450 jobs would be created in the

I was advised to retain the confidentiality of this allegation forsoftwood industry in Bombala to replace jobs lost in

investigative purposes. This left me feeling further isolated aghe hardwood industry. This promise has not been

| felt | could not call on the support of those who knew a”dfulfilled. The Australian Labor Party and the unions
trusted me within the school. Thus, an ostensibly protective

system designed to maintain a safe environment for childrexver?. forced to choose between onalt.y to their
was denying a totally innocent individual her right to naturaltraditional supporters, the workers of this country,

justice. and the extreme end of the green movement. They
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chose the extreme end of the green movement on AUBURN ELECTORATE
the basis that they need the votes in the cities. It is WORKERS TRIBUTE
an indictment on a party which once had grassroots
support from the workers of this country, something Mr NAGLE (Auburn) [6.39 p.m.]: | have now
they have now denied themselves. been a member of this Parliament for 11 years. |
would like to acknowledge publicly those who have
The RFA process has not taken into accounibeen an integral part of my support, who have
the social and economic impacts on those imanned the polling booths, who have sold and
communities such as Bombala and Eden. Anyought raffle tickets, and who have always been
claims that the forest policy of this Government is ahere to advise me and to help me along the road.
success are false. It is an absolute failure. The echo the sentiments expressed earlier by the
communities of Bombala and Eden have undergonigonourable member for Monaro. We cannot achieve
extreme suffering. | challenge the Premier anduccess unless we have a dedicated team working
Minister Yeadon to come to Bombala and Eden anevith us. Tonight | acknowledge some of the people
for the Premier to make the same statements iwho have assisted me. | refer first to my close and
those areas that he made in the House today: thgbod friend Councillor Chris Cassidy, a councillor
jobs have been created. The fact is that jobs amn Auburn Council, a man of integrity and honesty
being lost in extraordinary numbers. There isand a public defender and lawyer. | refer also to
heartache in those communities: shops are close@hris' wife, Janette, a schoolteacher. | mention my
there is an air of destitution, people are feeling driend Councillor Bob Murray and his wife, Judy.
great deal of pain. Without any compassion fronBob and Judy have frequently performed babysitting
this Government they do not hold any hope that theluties for members of our young family. | mention
Premier or Minister Yeadon will visit them. Councillor Pat Curtin, the former mayor of Auburn,
who was only recently defeated. It was a shameful
People in those areas live under constant threafay that some councillors on Auburn Council
of sabotage of their equipment, which is a regularemoved him as mayor.
event and causes further cost to the operators in
insurance premiums. For the Premier to claim some | mention also Pat's wife, Barbara. | mention
success of his policy is most unjust and hypocriticalCouncillor Rhonda Donaldson and Anthony. These
| ask the Minister at the table, the Minister for people have all been a part of the Australian Labor
Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries, tdParty for 10 years and more—the length of time that
extend my invitation to the Premier and Ministerl have been a member of this Parliament. | do not
Yeadon to come to both Bombala and Eden anBlave time to mention everyone, but | shall mention
explain what they intend to do to create jobs in thesome. | thank people in the Regents Park branch of
absence of the jobs the Premier promised in Octobéhe Australian Labor Party for their advice,
1995. We need jobs and economic development, bétiendship and kindness. That includes the President,
we are not getting them from this Government. Charlie Kensie, my good friend Max Barton, and
Des Ryan. | thank John and Helen Le Mottee, John
Mr MARTIN (Port Stephens—Minister for Day, Earl Sharpe, Rafael Valia and Wal and Jean
Mineral Resources, and Minister for Fisheries) [6.3Mueliger for their support. Wal is not well at
p.m.]: As | said earlier to the honourable membepresent, but he and Jean have always been present at
for Ballina, this matter is currently being worked elections, putting things in envelopes, licking
through. It is pointless to grandstand and carry on ienvelopes, putting stamps on them and posting them.
the middle of a process that is so close to
finalisation. The Government is doing the right thing In the Berala branch | acknowledge John and
by all the people of New South Wales. This is theNoelene Donnellan. John is the president of the
sort of nonsense that comes out of the mouth of thkranch, and is a solicitor and a selector for Western
honourable member for Monaro that does &uburbs Rugby League Football Club. |
disservice to his constituency. It ought to be drawracknowledge also Don Dartnell, Joan Hourigan, Len
to the attention of the House that twice tonight therand Mary Dernley and a former member, Edna Fox.
has been grandstanding on a number of issueShey have all been great supporters. | could refer to
rather than normal private members' statements. It the names of many people but | wish to refer in
a terrible abuse of what this Parliament is aboutparticular to those who have been in the party for
The Government is addressing the problem. No-onever 10 years and who were part of my preselection
can accept the half-truths and the nonsense thptocess. In the Lidcombe branch of the party |
comes from the honourable member. acknowledge President Malcolm Burns and his wife,
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Pat, also Pat Gavan, Frank McGlynn, Tom and Doabout the decision by the Commonwealth Bank of
Baldistone and Davie Eagleson. They have beeAustralia to close its Greenacre branch on 2 October
members of the Australian Labor Party for a longthis year. | raised this issue in this House on 10
time. Pat, Dot and Frank now have life membershifseptember after receiving notification from the CBA
of the party. | acknowledge also the Secretaryof its intention to close its Greenacre branch. | add
Caroline Staples, and her husband, Martin Byrnghat that notification was given to me as a fait
All those people have worked for years in the Laboaccompli. | raised this issue at the time in the belief
Party. that the CBA—a bank borne out of the people and
the substance of New South Wales and Australia as
In the Auburn branch, at which Councillor a whole—would review its decision to close its
Chris Cassidy is Chairman, | refer in particular toGreenacre branch. At the time | also mentioned that
my good friend Barbara Perry, who scrutineerec& delegation had been organised to meet with Mr
during my preselection and made her presend@ick Perkins, the CBA's New South Wales customer
known when some of my opponents became rowdyservices general manager, in an effort to convince
| acknowledge Barbara's husband, Michael Pernthe CBA that its decision to close the branch at
Mehmet Tok and three people who are no longeGreenacre was ill-founded and in need of drastic
members of the party but who are Laborreview.
supporters—Paul and Ron Aktas and Savas
Demercilier. In the Birrong branch | mention those On 14 September a delegation comprising the
stalwarts and life members of the party Bill andhonourable member for Bankstown, Mr Doug
Billie Jennings. We need more Bill and Billie Shedden; the honourable member for Auburn, Mr
Jennings in the Labor Party. | thank both Bill andPeter Nagle; the Federal member for Blaxland, Mr
Billie for all the work they have done over the Michael Hatton; Bankstown city Mayor at that time,
years. | refer also to David and Judy Blake—DavidMr Kevin Hill; Bankstown's Deputy Mayor, Ms
is a councillor on Bankstown council—PresidentHelen Westwood and | met with the CBA. At that
Bob Burns and Frank Maher. meeting, which lasted for a long time, a strong case
was put forward—which was supported by
| do not have the time to refer to everyBankstown council's professional consultant on
member. In the Sefton branch | acknowledge Kathurban planning, Mr Martin Hill, to look at the future
and Roger Bowman—Roger is a formercommercial viability and sustainability of the
mayor—Mick Simpson, Councillor Helen Greenacre and Yagoona shopping centres.
Westwood, Ray Wheeler, Max Reed and a former
member of the Bass Hill branch, Bill Lovelee. In the Yagoona, which was targeted for closure, has
Yagoona branch | mention my good friend andalso had its branch of the CBA closed. Council was
adviser Vic Herman, Councillor Grant Lee, a greain the process of making significant improvements
supporter and my campaign director, Melva Leeto the infrastructure of these shopping centres that
Bob and Chris Holderness, Jim Wilson, Jackwould add to the viability and strength of the CBA
Shannon and Tom Shourel. branches at both shopping centres. The CBA's
general manager, Mr Dick Perkins, was
In the Berala west and west Auburn branch Inon-committal about any reversal of the bank's
acknowledge Jack Shanley, Mavis Druce and thosgecisions to close its Greenacre and Yagoona
great supporters who stayed in the area for 10 yearnstanches, but he formally agreed to review the
Peter and Olive Cox. Peter, the former member fo€EBA's closure decision in light of information
Auburn, no longer lives in my electorate. | mentionconveyed to him by those in attendance at the
also the former Chairman, Mr Garcia. | thank myspecial delegation.
parents, Veronica Ellen Nagle and Hylton Joseph
Nagle, who are both deceased, for their love, It is disappointing to note that, despite the
kindness, affection, support, help and generosity. éxcellent arguments put forward at this meeting—I
mentioned them in my maiden speech when mgommend Bankstown council for its input in this
mother was alive, although at that time my fathematter—the CBA paid only lip-service to this most
was deceased. | place on the public record thenportant issue. As a result the CBA, in ruthless
names of all those decent AustraliansTinfe contempt of the 22,000 people who reside in the

expired] Greenacre area and the hundreds of local businesses,
closed the doors of its Greenacre branch on 2
GREENACRE COMMONWEALTH BANK October. Since its decision we have learned of other
CLOSURE CBA closures in the Hurstville region and rumours

abound about dozens of proposed bank closures in
Mr STEWART (Lakemba) [6.44 p.m.]: On shopping centres throughout metropolitan Sydney
behalf of my Greenacre constituents | raise concerrend regional New South Wales. | note that many
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closures have already occurred in regional Newhe article stated, "Time to celebrate, family forges
South Wales, starving those areas of a much-needéature”. However, Mr Wainstein's future was
banking service. After raising this matter in theanything but happy.
House | received a letter on 10 September from the
Commonwealth Bank, signed by the head of group Mr Wainstein has contacted me and my office
corporate relations, Ms Jill Lester, in which sheon many occasions and has outlined a number of
states: concerns about his treatment, which he has best
described as "corporate violence". | will not traverse
The Bank faces numerous economic and commercial realitieghe details because they already appear in the public
which impact upa . ... banking services. media, other than to say that they relate to the
acquittal of Mr Wainstein on a charge relating to an
The only reality that the bank is facing these days igjleged bomb threat. It is no easy task to thoroughly
its pursuit of profit. It does not care about peopledesl with the voluminous material that he has
That is clear from the closure of its branchesyrovided in the limited time available to me. Mr
throughout New South Wales and Australia. Th&yainstein was suffering from clinical depression at
letter goes on to point out the detailed trend analysig,e time of the charge. His employment with DTZ

close it down. Mr Perkins had no real demographigaised by a number of employees.

understanding of the area when we met with him. It
was clear throughout our meeting with him that he It is not my task to decide the merits of the

was not aware of the needs of the people and théharge other than to say | am impressed by Mr
trends in the area. Despite those facts, the bank hggainstein's forthrightness, articulateness, clarity and
closed and the CBA has not reviewed its decisiongetermination. Although he was acquitted of the
The letter also points out that people in Greenacrgharge he did not receive legal costs. As an example
can use the postal agency, in the form of Australiaf the true altruism of the man, Mr Wainstein is not
Post. here because of grievances against the parties |
previously mentioned. He is here so that others do
What a ridiculous situation when the Howardnot encounter the same misfortune that he did. His
coalition is closing down post offices willy-nilly mjsfortune relates to a number of issues. Section 81
throughout Australia! Greenacre post office is one opf the Justices Act, an issue that Mr Wainstein did
the post offices earmarked for future closure. | angiot directly raise with me, provides that an
the people of Greenacre will fight against thatinformant and the prosecution having lost their case

closure. Where do the people of Greenacre go novgnd having it dismissed can have costs awarded
in particular elderly constituents and the disabled3gainst them.

Are they supposed to take advantage of the services

provided in Punchbowl, Lakemba, Bankstown and | ask the Minister for Fisheries to ask the
Roselands? They cannot physically get to thosattorney General to review section 81 of the
places. They have been left for dead by the CBA—3ustices Act so that as an unsuccessful party to a
bank that no longer cares about the people who havgse the police prosecution should pay the successful
patronised it for many years. | condemn the CBAparty's costs. No costs were awarded in this case.
for taking this decision. | will continue my fight. Under the tight regime of section 81 an application

[Time expired. must be made at the time of the hearing. Subsequent
to the court case there was an attempt at mediation.
Mr DAVID WAINSTEIN To be fair to the other party, this morning | spoke to

the solicitors for DTZ Bayleys. One of the legal

Mr KINROSS (Gordon) [6.49 p.m.]: | speak practitioners suggested that we would lay charges
on behalf of a constituent, David Wainstein, whoagainst a parliamentary employee who acted in the
has serious concerns about his treatment at the hangtsme manner as Mr Wainstein had. | think not.
of the police, a law firm, a real estate firm or
property company for whom he previously acted and People who suffer from clinical depression
a number of other agencies, including the Office oheed understanding. Mental illness should not be
the Legal Services Commissioner. Mr Wainstein igreated as a crime. Accordingly, we should be
present in the gallery. His treatment was the subjestigilant about the way we consider such matters. If
of press coverage in theDaily Telegraph on the police had considered the statements given by
Wednesday, 27 August, 1997 and he was honourédr Wainstein and tested the motives of the other
with citizenship coverage on the front page of myemployees to establish the bona fides of their
local paper, theNorth Shore Timeson Friday, 24 statements, probably no charges would have been
January, 1997, just before the annual citizenshifaid. In any event the charges were dismiss&img
ceremony at the Bicentennial Park in my electorateexpired]
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GUN LAW REFORM under the new legislation. These residents were
specifically told not to do anything until they were
Mr CHAPPELL (Northern Tablelands) [6.54 contacted. No-one ever got in touch with them, and

p.m.J: I have recently been contacted by numeroughey have been put in a most invidious position.
constituents who live in close proximity to the New

South Wales-Queensland border. They are residents |, fairness, the Minister should review the

of New South Wales but have a postal addresgases of those who live in the Queensland, Victorian
which bears a Queensland postcode. Their concegyq South Australian border areas. They could be
relates to the implementation of the New Southnformed by advertisements, or follow-up letters if a
Wales gun laws over the past 12 to 18 months. FQfre\ious address was registered, that they have three
want of full knowledge and continuing advice from ,onths to comply with the law. This matter has a
the Firearms Registry on behalf of the Governmentdegree of urgency. Certainly a matter of equity is

they have now fallen outside the law. | have alerteg,oved. By acting in accordance with instructions,
my colleagues in the electorates of Barwon, Lismorg ase residents have ended up outside the law. |

and Murwillumbah who may have constituents inynne4) to the Minister to consider the circumstances

the same situation, and those living in the Victoria-¢ this matter in good faith, to alert police in the

New South Wales border areas may also be affemegorder area police stations that there is a genuine

When the Fi Reaist di S5>roblem that the Minister needs to attend to and to
en he Hrearms Registry was proceedingy g, e the matter in the residents' favour as quickly
through the long and tortuous process of advisin

firearms owners and licensed shooters of th%S possible.
implementation of the new law, for some reason
people who had a postcode address outside New
South Wales dropped off the list. They did not
receive the follow-up information which had been
promised earlier. For many of these people their
media coverage comes from interstate. For instance,
in the Tenterfield area, particularly to the north- .
east, residents receive Queensland television and Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Mills): I

radio broadcasts and Queensland newspap gPort .the recgipt of a message frqm t.he Legislative
coverage. They get virtually no media coverag ouncil agreeing to meet the Legislative Assembly

from New South Wales. An early advice which they'n the Legislative Council Chamber on Wednesday,
received from the Firearms Registry stated: 14 October 1998, at 11.00 a.m., to choose a person

to hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant by
It is specifically requested that you do not attend your Iocalthe resignation of Senator Belinda Jane Neal.
Police Station to renew or re-apply for a licence and register
firearms held by yourself or on behalf of a business or cIut{Mr Acting-Speaker (Mr Mills) left the chair at 7.00
until you receive further written advice from this office. p.m The House resumed at 7.30 @ m

Private members' statements noted.
SENATE VACANCY

Joint Sitting

No further advice was received. People who lived in METHODIST CHURCH OF SAMOA IN

the border areas with a Queensland postal address AUSTRALIA PROPERTY TRUST BILL
never received any further advice. They have

attended Tenterfield police station, stating that they
are not licensed and wanting to know how to
register their firearms. The Tenterfield police are
confronted with the problem that these New South
Wales residents are clearly holding firearms outside
the legal conditions that currently apply in the State

Bill received and read a first time.
Second Reading

Mr WHELAN (Ashfield—Minister for Police)
T7.01 p.m.]: | move:

On 17 September | wrote to the Minister for  That this bill be now read a second time.
Police, but | have not yet received a reply. Because
this issue is still being raised with my office, andThis bill was introduced in the other place on 23
further contact has been made to my office over thgeptember and the second reading speech appears at
past few days, | wrote again today and advised thgages 7780 and 7781 ofansardfor that day. The

Minister's office that | would be making this private pj|| is in the same form as introduced in the other
member's statement to ask that the matter bgiace. | commend the bill to the House.

reviewed. It is not just a matter of these residents
being slack. I am sure some people throughout the  Debate adjourned on motion by Mr
State were slack in attending to their responsibilitiess|ack-Smith.
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PAWNBROKERS AND SECOND-HAND The bill seeks to remove this conflict by
DEALERS ACT: DISALLOWANCE OF legalising social housie, but requiring that it be
CLAUSE 16A(1) OF THE PAWNBROKERS conducted in accordance with the Act, which is fair
AND SECOND-HAND DEALERS enough. That is, it will essentially legalise and
AMENDMENT (RECORDS AND GOODS) regulate something that already happens. The object
REGULATION 1998 of the bill is to amend the Lotteries and Art Unions

Act 1901 and to enable social games of housie to

Debate called on, and adjourned on motion |awfully occur without the need of a permit and to
by Mr Fraser. provide for the conduct of such games in accordance
with the Act and any regulations made thereunder,
thereby minimising opportunities for improper
conduct. The amendments emphasise the importance
of ensuring the integrity and fairness of social games
of housie for the protection of the public.

LOTTERIES AND ART UNIONS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 23 September. _ i ) )
Accordingly, in social housie games no charge

Mr SLACK-SMITH (Barwon) [7.32 p.m.]: is to be levied on participation in the game nor on
The aim of this bill is to amend the Lotteries andentering the place where the game is being held. The
Art Unions Act 1901 to legalise the social game ofoperation of sections in the Lotteries and Art Unions
housie, subject to such games being conducted as &t dealing with the falsification of records,
out by the Act or in regulations made under the Actmisappropriation, and fraudulent conduct are to be
All over New South Wales the game of housie hagxtended to cover social games of housie conducted
been a most popular and sought after pastime famder the amendments. The amendments are not
many of our senior citizens, especially in churchintended to create a new form of gaming, but to
groups, retirement villages and places where elderliggalise the current operation of social housie games.
people get together. It is not a huge money-spinner
but it is a game which gets people together and Therefore they provide that games are not to
which many people enjoy. The Opposition does nobe conducted on licensed premises or the premises
oppose the bill. of licensed clubs. Moneys invested in the game are

to be applied only towards prizes or expenses

Currently the Act allows games of housie tOjnyolved in the conducting of the game or, in the
be conducted for charitable fundraising purposes anghse of games conducted for a non-profit
as a form of social entertainment for members angyganisation, towards the purposes of that non-profit
guests of registered clut_)s only. That is rather U”fa'_rorganisation only. Provision is made for the power
In Wee Waa the Catholic church used to run housig, make regulations both limiting the value of prizes
every Monday night. It was very popular and peoplgnat may be awarded in games of social housie and
of any denomination could come along, put a fewyqerming day-to-day conduct of these games. The

cents in a.n?. klave ?n %nj?yabletﬁve%ngi agdtt_rt'?@pposition has consulted with the Registered Clubs
was a social Interaction between the elderly. but I%ssociation and does not oppose the bill.
sad that permits should be required for members an

guests of registered clubs. Mr FRASER (Coffs Harbour) [7.36 p.m.]: |

For many years games of social housie havgpeak in support of my colleague the honourable

been conducted in many communities. On thénember for Barwon. This is really a tidy-up piece

whole, these games are organised purely as a for legislation, and it is very important, especially on
e north coast. The north coast has a large number

of entertainment or a social pastime and, althoug .
some non-profit organisations run social housi@f Nursing homes and hostel-type facilities, all of

games, they do so only to raise a small amount gihich have a hall. AIFhough the residen_ts have
money to cover the costs and finance their activitie2CCess 10 games at registered clubs, they like to run
Given the apparent public acceptance of socidl®r own social games. As they get older and
housie as a harmless pastime, law enforcemef@iNnot get around very well, the social games are
officials have been reluctant to enforce the lawbecoming more prevalent. Housie is a popular
They see groups of people getting together anpastime for residents of the Catholic Care for the
having an enjoyable time, not making huge amountdged, Osnam Villa, St Joseph's hostel or the
of money. Law enforcement agencies or police hav¥asonic Village in Coffs Harbour.

had to turn a blind eye because they can see that no

illegal activity is being carried out, only people It is ridiculous that in the past those residents
having a good time. They have been most tolerant. have lived in fear of prosecution. The games are
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held for the benefit of the people within thosegreat deal of commonsense in the circumstances.
communities. They allow those people theBut that is the sort of ludicrous situation that can
opportunity to socialise. This amendment wasrise under the present law.
obviously necessary to tidy up the legislation. |
commend the Minister for introducing it and Each of the pensioners playing the illegal
ensuring that people can legally play social games dfousie game could have been brought before the
housie. In the old days of Apex we used to runcourt and been fined up to $5,100 for playing this
housie games, giving away coat hangers and all sortermless game of housie. The amendment bill
of small items that people liked to play for. Theprovides the important reform to the Lotteries and
prizes got a little bigger than that, with cash prizedArt Unions Act provisions which are quite ludicrous,
being introduced and the clubs taking over condudb say the least. It will make lawful the conduct of
of the games. social games of housie without the need of an
authorising permit, subject to certain controls in the
This amendment takes the game back tpublic interest. The amendment bill will legalise a
fulfiling its original intention, that is, as relatively harmless gaming activity occurring in the
entertainment for crowds of people such as theommunity. Quite obviously there is a significant
elderly and holiday makers. These games giveroportion of aged people in the electorates of the
players the opportunity for social discourse and ahonourable member for Coffs Harbour and the
the same time provide them with an opportunity tchonourable member for Port Macquarie. Those
entertain themselves and enjoy an activity that thegenior citizens would like to take advantage of the
would not otherwise be able to enjoy legally. Igame that is provided for under this amending bill.
support the honourable member for Barwon. |
congratulate the Minister and assure him and the | want to clarify that there are three distinct
House that this legislation will have positive benefitscircumstances in which people can play housie, or
on the north coast of New South Wales. | supporbingo. The first is cash housie, which has been the
the bill. domain of charities since time immemorial. More
recently, larger housie games have been organised to
Mr FACE (Charlestown—Minister for raise very important funds for major charitable
Gaming and Racing, and Minister Assisting theorganisations and undertakings, such as a helicopter
Premier on Hunter Development) [7.40 p.m.], infor the Surf Life Saving Association and facilities
reply: | thank the honourable member for Barwonand equipment for the Police Citizens Youth Club
and the honourable member for Coffs Harbour fomovement. Those activities have certain controls on
their support of the bill. | acknowledge thethem. Sometimes the games are played in registered
contribution of community members who haveclubs and at other times in halls, but under very
participated in the review process. They have beestrict conditions and according to certain criteria.
many and varied. As | acknowledged in my second
reading speech, many members from both sides of Then we have club bingo, played not for cash
the House have been confronted with the dilemmaut for goods. Recently, | increased the cash price
that elderly people, in the main, have been denieftom $15 to $30. Unfortunately, since the 1983 and
the opportunity to participate in this most harmlesd984 amendments successive governments have
pastime. allowed the games to be conducted in registered
clubs for amounts of money that did not reflect the
I must relate one of the funny incidents that Ivalues of the day. They failed to provide a review
have heard about in the years that | have been imechanism. | have put in place a mechanism that
this Parliament, particularly as shadow minister andfom time to time will allow for review of these
then as Minister. Someone complained about sonmectivities in the light of realites and the
pensioners playing a game of housie on Goodeasonableness of sums of money that are offered as
Friday. The lady complainant had strong religiougrizes in these activities. It was put to me recently
beliefs that the game should not be played on Gootthat $15 was not realistic in today's terms.
Friday. Little did she know when she lodged her
complaint that the playing of housie in the The third type of game is the one being
circumstances in which these pensioners weraddressed by this amendment bill. The spirit of
playing the game was illegal. Imagine three or foudebate on this measure has been most co-operative,
large police getting out of their vehicle andand throughout the reform process there has been
stomping into the East Lambton progress hall in theinanimity of opinion. A Federal member by the
Hunter and ordering these people to desist fromame of Bob Baldwin just lost his seat. He went
playing housie. Of course, the police exercised around the Hunter frightening people about this
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activity. This rebounded on him because | had th&orkshops. So, as public servants move about the
opportunity to go to Maitland Leagues Club and ecommunity, they will draw these matters to
few other places and tell local people what theattention.
realities are, that all | was trying to do was prevent
people from being fined up to $5,100 for playing The brochure will be an important educational
what was obviously a fairly harmless game. Boltool. Honourable members from both sides of the
Baldwin was trying to make out that | would stopHouse have approached me about this matter. The
people playing housie in registered clubs throughouionourable member for Coffs Harbour mentioned
New South Wales. the Masonic homes and other aged homes. In my
own area the Frank Whiddon homes at Redhead
With all due respect, while there was somehave recreation rooms for this activity. The
confusion about the consequences of an articldepartment will produce a brochure giving advice on
written by Frank Walker in theSun Herald the conduct of social games of housie. It is
everybody else from both sides of the House took anticipated that the brochure will be circulated to all
mature attitude and inquired of me. But Bobpersons or organisations that currently hold permits
Baldwin, not to be deterred by the facts, paraded th& conduct fundraising housie games, and to the
length and breadth of the Paterson electorate stirringore than 800 organisations on the database
up fear and engaging in nothing but mischief. He isnaintained by the Council of the Ageing.
now without a seat, and this matter is part of the
reason for his demise. | did not play politics when | In addition, the information will be included in
addressed the 400 people assembled at the Maitlafigo of the department's publications. The liquor and
Leagues Club. | told them that this was not an issu%aming bulletin will probab|y be seen by a few but
| told them what | was trying to do. | gave them amore would notice the charities bulletin, which |
leaflet, and | walked out of the club. A lot of people have introduced. There is no intention to implement
were disenCha_nted W|th BOb BaldW|n He attempte%n ongoing Comp"ance program that Speciﬁca”y
to make an issue of a measure to overcome a@rgets social games of housie. A quick cost-benefit
anomaly that had been recognised by honourablghalysis would indicate that any other methods of
members on both sides of the House. ensuring compliance would not be cost-effective.
) Nevertheless, it is appropriate to establish a regime
After | made my second reading speechnai provides guidance for persons and organisations
someone asked me what resources would be madg that they may confidently conduct social games
available to ensure compliance with the legislationgs pousie. In order for the law to be effective
There will be no additional resources to ensurganctions must be provided. However, not every
compliance with the legislation. We will not have preach of the law will be prosecuted. Only in the

public servants running round aged people's homegq st of cases when somebody has really tried to do
and ensuring they comply with the legislation. Undeg,o wrong thing will a prosecution occur.
my administration and the administration of former

Minister Anne Cohen the procedure has been to
investigate complaints when they are laid. That ha8

worked fairly well. At present, the Department Ofbeen my experience over the years | have been

Gam!ng and Ram_ngs co_mpllanc_:e_ _program rela.t'n%volved with the charities legislation. The breaches
to minor community gaming activities is complaint.

. . . . in such cases are always of a trifling nature. Often
driven. We will not have public servants harassin y 9

elderly people and others taking part in a socij)eome In_groups become vexatious and complain
y peop . 9 p about somebody. The breach more often than not is
game. The fact is that complaints that have been
Inadvertent. It may have caused no harm and may

lodged in the past are the reason for this legislatio . )
. e of such a nature that a mere caution or reprimand
being before the House. ; :
will suffice. In the past very rarely have

rosecutions for such breaches been proceeded with.

Some have queried the need for this degree o .
accountability. We do need accountability an efore deciding to prosecute the following matters
ill be taken into account: the probability of guilt;

simple guidelines for the organiser of social game . L7
Pie 9 g 9 e seriousness of the offence; the likelihood of

of housie to address concerns about the awarding L N . - and leqal
prizes as well as the inability to lawfully conduct the®Petiion; any mitigating circumstances; and lega

game. Some have asked about the need f&dwce. | commend the bill to the House.
guidelines. Like anything else, there is always ]

someone who will want to do the wrong thing. So, Motion agreed to.

in addition to the investigation of complaints, the

department's compliance program includes education ~ Bill read a second time and passed through
through brochures and the conduct of seminars dgmaining stages.

There is no way that people in these voluntary
rganisations commit offences deliberately. That has
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PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT the Carr Government. For example, in 1996,
AMENDMENT (COUNCIL ON THE COST OF following the backdown by Andrew Refshauge and
GOVERNMENT) BILL Bob Carr on the health restructuring, the CCG was
called in to deflect growing media concerns about
Second Reading lost savings and to cobble together a dubious
savings package to offset the $134 million in losses
Debate resumed from 23 September. as a result of the policy backflip.
Mr PHILLIPS (Miranda—Deputy Leader of Another example of the CCG being used as a

the Opposition) [7.52 p.m.]: On 27 September 199%olitical diversion was during the ICAC Semple
at the launch of the Council on the Cost ofaffair when the Premier asked the CCG to
Government the Premier stated: investigate the management of the Department of
Community Services in an attempt to diffuse
The success of the council will be measured by its ability togrowing media speculation in relation to the
identify the significant issues and areas that can lead to recgremier.s sacking of the Director-General of the
and substantial savings in the cost of government. . .
Department of Community Services, Mr Des

It is clear that since then the council has been a§emple. The Council on the Cost of Government

unmitigated failure because it has been unable t%nd_Professor Bob Walker have been used as
meet the performance criterion set down by thé1oth|ng more than political storm troopers for the

Premier. Yet now we are being asked to support aﬁarr Government—diverting adverse media attention

amendment bill which will see the continuation of ergsthe Government during its many political

the council for a further two years instead of itsC"!
being dissolved on 13 October 1998. The Opposition ) i i
opposes the legislation. The Council on the Cost of  ©Of real concern to this Parliament is the way
Government has been nothing more than a person'gl which the Carr Governme_nt has used the CC_G to
indulgence for one of Labor's greatest supporterdSUrP the role of the Public Accounts Committee
while Labor was in opposition, Professor BOband in so'domg re(_juced the public accountability of
Walker. The Council on the Cost of Government ha§he .States fmgnmal management. The CCG has
become Bob's very own sheltered workshop. In th&a'ried out reviews which would have been more
face of Professor Bob Walker's well-known partiality2PProPriately carried out by the Public Accounts
to the ALP, in 1995 the Premier tried his utmost toCommntee. For instance, the review of the New

claim independence and objectivity for the CounciPPuth Wales Totalizator Agency Board Hungarian
on the Cost of Government by stating: experience and the review of the WorkCover

Authority should have been exposed to proper
The council is to provide independent advice, and reporpar"amentary scrutiny rather than the friends of the
directly to me through Professor Walker. Premier—that the Council on the Cost of
Government surely represents—conducting an
To maintain this charade the CCG was initiallyinternal inquiry.
established in the now infamous Public Employment
Office, which was headed up by the equally The question must be asked: what has this
notorious Mr Ken Cripps, another so-calledcouncil done in 3% years to contribute to the better
independent who was a close and personal friend @erformance of the Government of New South
the Premier. The Public Employment Office wasWales? What has the council done in 3% years to
known throughout the public service as the house gtistify the enormous sums it costs to operate the
cronies. From the outset the CCG has been nothirgrganisation? From the Opposition's analysis, by the
more than a taxpayer-funded political apologist fotime of the next election the cost to the taxpayer of
the Government's financial ineptitude. maintaining this unproductive organ will have
increased by 67 per cent since 1995. The screaming
Following an Independent Commission Againstirony is that this body was meant to be responsible
Corruption inquiry and the subsequent abolition ofor cutting excessive expenditure in the public
the Public Employment Office the Government,sector. But the empire has grown. It gets worse!
under pressure to make the CCG perform, washere do these increased costs come from? | have
forced to relocate it to the Premier's Department tmo great pleasure in reporting to the House that the
give it some much-needed direction andCCG has fallen victim to the age-old bureaucratic
accountability. Since that time the Council on themalaise of empire building. It has caught the very
Cost of Government has dropped all pretence ddilment it was trying to cure. The Hon. Carl Scully,
independence in its undertakings. Rather, the CC@&hile Minister for Small Business, told the House
has become a political crisis management tool foback in 1995 that the new CCG "will be supported
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by a small secretariat". Furthermore, the Premier The Premier should take the roll at the next
said during his inaugural address to the council immeeting to ensure that his senior bureaucrats show a

1995: greater interest in containing the run-away
o _ expenditure that has occurred under this
In future the office wil . . . require a core staff of only 15.  Government. The council's own charter requires it to

_ review cost savings and efficiency in the public
The chairman's press release of 27 September 1988ctor. Surely one of the most damning indictments
stated: of this Labor-created white elephant is the fact that

, _ the current budget papers do not provide for any
The Council on the Cost of Government will set an example

on public sector savings by reducing its staff from 35 tosa\”ngS in the bUdget sector.

15 ... by reducing staff numbers by 20 the council was ) )
meeting the Government's objective of improving efficiency in One must ask what the CCG has been doing if

agencies so that they will deliver better frontline services. it cannot actually quantify real savings in a budget
of more than $24 billion. Surely after almost four
However, the 1998-99 budget papers reveal that ipears of government it should be able to point to
the last financial year the CCG had a staff of 25, 18ome hard savings and real achievements. In the
more than originally planned. It gets worse. Abouicouncil's first report to Parliament in June 1996 the
two weeks ago while reading one of four papers, th€CG was critical that there had been a 19 per cent
Australian Financial Reviewl was shocked to learn real increase in the cost of providing public services
that the CCG has already pre-empted the passageinfNew South Wales between 1987-88 and 1994-95.
this legislation by seeking to employ two additionalHowever, total current outlays have increased by
senior executive service staff on three-year contraceimost 20.6 per cent in the four years that this
at a total additional cost of $300,000 per annum. Government has been in office.

Professor Walker should be called to account What has the CCG achieved for its outlays?
for this blatant and arrogant empire-buildingGiven that its stated mission is to ensure the
exercise. Also, there are still major concerns at thachievement of the Government's goal of lowering
secrecy revolving around the quantum of payoutthe cost of running public sector operations, can
made to Mrs Walker in relation to her hastythere be any greater evidence of its lack of
departure from the New South Wales public serviceperformance than this blow-out? The cold, hard facts
The scent of controversy concerning Professoior the CCG are that it has been treated with
Walker's role as the chairman of the CCG seems toontempt by the Premier and the Treasurer and that
follow him. Questions still remain over the it is nothing more than a tokenistic attempt by a
appointment of Mr Steven McDonald as Generabpendthrift Labor Government at displaying some
Manager of the CCG because at the time of higeneer of fiscal responsibility. The council's external
appointment he was one of Professor Walker'smembers, notwithstanding their good intentions, are
students at the University of New South Wales. Thdéeing used by the Premier and the Treasurer to
Premier may choose to explain this to the Parliamerstatisfy their political agenda rather than having a
given that it comes under his responsibility and heeal commitment to reform in order to make savings
cannot even be bothered to introduce his owin the way in which the public sector operates.
amending legislation. It is yet another example of
the contempt with which the Government treats this Expenditure under the current Carr
Parliament. Government has increased to such an extent that it is

totally unsustainable. Expenditure blow-outs have

Two senior public servants will now assist theincreased to such an extent that the international
CCG. | hope they take more interest in the council'sating agency Standard and Poor's has raised its
activities than the two senior public servants whaoncerns over the "sloppy management" style of the
are currently members of the council. The fourthCarr Government. Labor's economic development
report of the CCG notes that the Secretary to thepolicy published in 1995 promised that there would
Treasury and the Director-General of the Cabinebe no growth in expenditure beyond an adjustment
Office only attended two and one of the six CCGfor inflation. In view of the massive increase in
meetings respectively. The fifth report saw acurrent outlays of 20.6 per cent, what use has the
marginal improvement in their attendance, with then€CCG been in restraining expenditure? It has been an
attending three and four of the six meetingsunmitigated failure.
respectively, but they were still the worst attendees
of the eight CCG members. Their attendance is What public statements or reports did the CCG
merely a reflection of the disinterest and lack ofmake in relation to the inefficiencies, waste and
respect these senior bureaucrats hold for the work afiismanagement associated with the installation of
the CCG. safety screens in taxis, the botched redundancy
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program undertaken by the Department ofupporting any move to extend its existence for a
Agriculture, the rapidly increasing debt of the ruralfurther two-year term, the coalition will abolish the
health boards as noted by the Auditor-General in hi€CG should it be elected to office in March 1999.
last report, the $50 back-to-school allowance and the

M4 and M5 toll cash-back scheme? The reason for ~ The coalition acknowledges the need to
establishing the CCG was to provide practicafeStrai” public sector expenditure, but the CCG

initiatives whereby government could obtain saving§XPeriment has been a failure. In the four years of
in public sector outlays. the Carr Government expenditure has risen to

grossly unsustainable levels, given the tightly
While the CCG initially identified the potential constrained revenue streams in New South Wales.

for enormous savings, this raised expectations that'e coalition will replace the CCG with a traditional
were never capable of being fulfilled. The CCG hasc,ubcommlttee of . Cabinet that will review
since been at pains to justify its lack Ofgovernment gxpendnure. As has been Qemonstrated

- 4 time and again, real change and real savings must be
performance—an inability to provide governmentdriven from the top. The coalition has noted that
with a _practical means of _harnessing or Securin%Iready the Premier.has stripped the CCG of some
these highly speculative savings. In all of the CCG'¢¢ jis functions in the corporate services area and
five reports there has been an obvious lack Ofansferred those to the corporate services reform
quantitative data. For a much touted reform tool, th@smmittee in the Premier's Department—another
CCG, on its own admission, has resorted to blamingommittee!  Furthermore, a Collins  coalition
the public sector it was meant to reform for its OWngovernment will reinstate the fiscal rigour and
lack of performance. For example, | shall quotediscipline that has been absent during the term of
from the fifth and final report of the CCG as this expenditure-out-of-control Labor Government.
follows: The coalition opposes the bill.

The Council has a major role in identifying problems, but, Ms HARRISON (Parramatta—Minister for

usually it must rely on others to implement the changes an : ; .

realise the benefits. The public sector is made of man%hport[)and Reireaélon) [],81?‘ p.l’g], n 'rgply.fl th?}l’.]k
Jhe Deputy Leader of the Opposition for his

organisations and interests, and the incentives to pursue refo

can be counter-balanced by incentives to resist change. Hen&@@ntribution.

there is a need for strong leadership and this includes
informing and explaining what is to be achieved.

Are these the gems of wisdom that the public is
paying $3 million a year for? After almost four
years and $11 million the public should be entitled

Question—That this bill be now read a
second time—put.

The House divided.

to receive more than a statement of the bleeding Ayes, 45
obvious. Another little gem from the management
gurus of the CCG is also contained in the fifth Ms Allan Ms Meagher
report as follows: Mr Amery Mr Mills
Mr Anderson Mr Moss
Section One, commences with a discussion of current and Ms Andrews Mr Nagle
needed changes in financial management, which has been an Mr Aguilina Mr Neilly
area of strong interest to the Council since its establishment in Mrs Beamer Ms Nori
e ol ol e (courch sougft 'o  MrCritenden  MrE. T. Page
Im(;rr]\agement inforsz)ation sys.tems, this’ exercise was Igargely Mr Ff?‘ce Mr Price
unsuccessful. Mr Gibson Dr Refshauge
Mrs Grusovin Mr Rogan
This is another admission of failure from Professor Mr Harrison Mr Rumble
. o Ms Harrison Mr Scully
Walker. Is it any wonder that the Opposition does Mr Hunter Mr Shedden
not support the extension of the CCG and its costly Mr lemma Mr Stewart
expansion into yet another mini-bureaucracy? Surely Mr Knowles Mr Sullivan
after four years, five reports and at least 30 meetings Mr Langton Mr Tripodi
of the council we could have expected more than Mrs Lo Po' Mr Watkins
this bureaucratic waffle from a university professor Mr Lynch Mr Whelan
who stood supposedly as the protector of good Dr Macdonald Mr Woods
management when the Labor Party was in Mr McBride Mr Yeadon
opposition. On any objective analysis of the Mr McManus Tellers
performance of the CCG since its establishment the Mr Markham Mr Beckroge
council has been a comprehensive failure. Far from Mr Martin Mr Thompson
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flout individual State laws in relation to their present

licence or present demerits by having multiple

Mr Blackmore Mr O'Farrell licences and enjoying the benefit of there being no
Mr Chappell Mr D. L. Page portability of the demerit system. For those reasons
Mrs Chikarovski Mr Peacocke the legislation is welcome. The overview of the bill
Mr Cochran Mr Phillips reads:
Mr Cruickshank Mr Photios
Mr Debnam Mr Richardson The objects of the bill are:
Mr Ellis Mr Rixon @t be th ablishment. of wem for licensi

. . a) to enable the establishment of a system for licensing
Ms Ficarra Mr ROZ_ZO“ drivers that will be part of a nationally consistent scheme
Mr Glachan Mr Schipp for driver licensing and to provide necessary powers for
Mr Hartcher Ms Seaton the making of regulations about issuing licences, renewal
Mr Hazzard Mrs Skinner of licences, cancelling, varying and suspending licences,
Mr Humpherson Mr Small licence classes, qualifications for licences, testing and

- other related matters, and

Mr Jeffery Mr Souris
Dr Kernohan Mrs_Stone (b) to provide for the establishment of a demerit points system
Mr Kerr Mr Tink for the suspension and cancellation of licences that is
Mr Kinross Mr J. H. Turner intended to be part of a nationally consistent demerit
Mr MacCarthy Mr R. W. Turner points system, and
Mr Merton Mr Windsor (c) to provide for learner and provisional licenses in a way
Ms Moore Tellers that is consistent with the treatment of other licesice .
Mr Oakeshott Mr Fraser
Mr O'Doherty Mr Smith The bill also seeks to ensure that all licences,

including interstate and overseas licences, are

Pairs surrendered before a New South Wales licence can
be issued. That will ensure that a driver can have

Mr Carr Mr Armstrong only one licence. Having had the benefit of some
Mr Clough Mr Beck briefing notes from the Minister, and having
Mr Debus Mr Brogden consulted with industry associations and with the
Mr Knight Mr Collins Victorian Minister, my understanding is that the
Mr Murray Mr Slack-Smith New South Wales position remains essentially

unaltered. That is indicative of the fact that for
many years New South Wales has been a leader in
licensing and the demerit points system. | believe
New South Wales was one of the first States to
introduce such a system, which will now be unified

Bill read a second time and passed through through national legislation. | ask the Minister to
remaining stages. address in his reply the matter of licence fees, about
which | am concerned. | seek an undertaking from
him that as a result of this legislation licence fees
will not be increased or adjusted so as to adversely
affect any particular licence category. Although | am
aware that the Minister is empowered to fix licence
fees, | seek an indication of the number of years for
which the licence fee regime will apply.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Motion agreed to.

ROAD TRANSPORT (DRIVER
LICENSING) BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 23 September.

Mr SOURIS (Upper Hunter—Deputy Leader | take this opportunity to comment briefly on
of the National Party) [8.21 p.m.]: | lead for the the double demerit points system, which has now
Opposition on the Road Transport (Driverbeen in operation for about a year. The system
Licensing) Bill and indicate at the outset that thestarted its life as a trial. After a short trial the
Opposition will not oppose it. The bill is part of Minister in a press release expressed concern that
unifying legislation that all States will introduce to the system would not become so completely regular
achieve national licensing uniformity. It is aas to lose its sensitivity and its ability to act as a
welcome development in issues such as drivingeterrent in the way that was initially intended. The
licences and road laws, penalties, the portability oMinister has announced that the double demerit
demerits, and the portability of the status of licencespoints system will now be regularly applied. |
We need to overcome the practice, which in the pagielieve that will lessen to a considerable degree the
has remained unchecked, of drivers being able tsurprise that was associated with the first trial of the
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system. Since the first trial immunity to the systembetween 12 and 15 points in one step, 16 to 19
has increased. Despite the fact that the doublgoints in another step and 20 points or more in the
demerit points system was well publicised, over thdinal step. That is a welcome enhancement of the
recent long weekend the number of bookings fosystem and is supported by the Opposition. | again
offences increased dramatically. That shows thask the Minister for Transport, and Minister for
drivers are now becoming more and more immun®&oads to answer the questions | have posed. With
to the double demerits system. those remarks | offer the Opposition's support for
the bill and commend it to the House.
Preventive measures rather than increased
forms of punishment should be relied upon to act as Mr IEMMA  (Hurstville) [8.31 p.m.]: The
deterrents. | encourage the Government to continuRoad Transport (Driver Licensing) Bill provides a
the campaigns that have been implemented in thmodified licensing scheme for New South Wales
past, especially with regard to the three mosthat reflects national agreements and a consistent
important issues of road safety: speed, fatigue argpproach to licensing. One of the main policy
alcohol. | also encourage the Government tahanges relates to the demerit points scheme. The
continue to come up with novel approaches to thosehange will be in the way demerit points are
campaigns, and to assist in prevention by providingnanaged. In broad terms the scheme is unchanged
a greater degree of visible policing. Policing is notin that for full licence holders action is taken against
strictly in the Minister's portfolio, but | suspect thata driver if 12 or more points are accumulated over a
he would have a strong liaison with the Minister forthree-year period. However, it is proposed that a
Police to ensure a greater visibility of policing todriver who accrues 12 or more points within three
calm road traffic. years will be faced with licence suspension rather
than licence cancellation. That means that at the end
On the eve of the double demerit pointsof the suspension period the driver can start driving
system which was instituted over the recent longgain on the same licences, whereas currently a
weekend, | drove to Sydney via the F3. On mydriver must attend a motor registry to get a new
journey | passed five locations where police werdicence. Nothing is to be gained from subjecting a
waiting in their cars to entrap speeding motorists byriver or the Roads and Traffic Authority to the
radar. | travel along that road at least four times ainnecessary complication of applying for a fresh
week, and in my opinion all of the locations are welllicence.
known to motorists who use the road regularly as
being entrapment areas rather than black spot areas. The suspension period will be graded
Generally speaking, they are on long stretches aiccording to the number of points in excess of the
road which usually roll gently downhill. They have limit. For example, 12 to 15 demerit points will
no curves or dangerous sections, they usually havesult in a three-month suspension; for 16 to 19
three lanes, and they are obviously areas whedemerit points the suspension will be four months;
police are highly successful in entrapping motorists.and for 20 or more demerit points the suspension
will be five months. Currently the suspension period
In my view the police presence should be ais almost always fixed at three months. A driver will
black spots to prevent accidents. Catching speedirze able to elect to be placed on good behaviour for
motorists does not necessarily stop accidents, if it ia fixed period of 12 months instead of incurring a
done on the safest part of the F3. Each of thossuspension. In some respects that resembles the
police cars could easily cover 400 to 500 kilometregurrent arrangement under which a driver can elect
a day. Five police cars, therefore, could be on théo take a probationary licence rather than incur a
road for the equivalent of five times that distancenon-driving period. When a person on a good
that is, 2,500 kilometres of active policing. Thatbehaviour period completes 12 months without
would have a far greater influence on lessening thmcurring two or more demerit points, that person
speeds of motorists than waiting at well-known areawill then be able to continue to drive without the
of entrapment. two demerit points restriction. That is, the points
limit will revert to 11. Currently, at the end of the
Under the proposed national scheme foprobationary period the driver must attend a motor
unrestricted licence holders there will be a threeregistry to get a new unrestricted licence.
tiered system of licence suspension. | support that
proposal because the present scheme, which is |If, during the period of the 12 months good
essentially a one-tiered scheme, involves a degree bé&haviour, a person incurs two or more demerit
inflexibility and a degree of graduation andpoints the licence is suspended for a period which is
accumulation of offences. It will now be possible todouble the initial suspension period. That is, six,
have varying penalties for demerits ranging fromeight or 10 months. That contrasts with the current
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arrangement under which a person on a probationary  Mr Fraser; Author!
licence incurring two or more demerit points has his
or her licence cancelled for six months. There will Mr JEFFERY: The author is the
be a change in the way points are treated when Rarliamentary Counsel. It was important to read the
person is disqualified by a court from driving. Theobjects of the bill into the record because the bill is
demerit points on a person's record whemgroundbreaking legislation. The honourable member
disqualified by a court from driving will remain for Murray will shortly confirm that many people
active, whereas the RTA currently voids the pointdive in Victoria and work in New South Wales and
that person had against his or her current pointgice versa. The same applies in northern New South
total. Wales and Queensland. The bill is another stage in
the process of reforming the Australian land
The new approach is much tougher. Thdransport sector and complements national
demerit points suspension action will be in additiorlegislation. The reform process began in 1991-92,
to a period of disqualification imposed by the courtwhen the coalition Government was in office. The
In this case the licensee will be ineligible to applyprocess has achieved considerable success in the
for a licence until both combined sanction periodspperational areas of vehicle registration and driver
the court disqualification period and the demeriticensing, and in establishing uniform charges for
points suspension period have expired. That wilfegistration of heavy vehicles across all Australian
remove the current opportunity for drivers to elect tgurisdictions.
take minor offences to court, where often they are
disqualified for a short time, to avoid demerit points The legislation deals with a uniform driver
action being taken, because that results in thelicensing scheme. It goes without saying, as the
demerit points total being zero. shadow minister said, that the Opposition supports
legislation that will establish a national system of
The bill requires both interstate and overseadriver licensing that will allow for the efficient
licences to be surrendered before a New Souttransfer of driver information records and the
Wales licence is issued. Currently, licences issued imansfer of demerit points between jurisdictions.
other countries are returned to licensees when Ne#Australian legislation should provide for a
South Wales licences are issued. That initiativdharmonious driver-licensing system that allows for a
supports the national policy of one person ongerson to complete all the preparatory requirements
licence, a principle aimed at preventing driversfor licensing in one State and be eligible for an
avoiding penalties by using more than one licenceequivalent licence in another State or Territory. We
The national scheme has a formal system of reviewhould have legislation that allows the transfer of
rights for customers under which they can apply toelevant and accurate information about drivers
have certain decisions reviewed both internally antietween jurisdictions. | am pleased to see that the
externally. Currently, New South Wales drivers havehairman of the Staysafe committee is in the
the right of appeal to the Local Court against RTAChamber. | am sure that he will make a valuable
decisions. That right will continue pending acontribution to debate on the legislation.
possible extension of the jurisdiction of the

Administrative Decisions Tribunal. These are Mr Scully: He is one of the finest chairmen
welcome changes and | fully support the bill. ever.
Mr JEFFERY (Oxley) [8.36 p.m.]: The Mr JEFFERY: He is one of the finest

objects of the Road Transport (Driver Licensing)chairmen ever. Hear! Hear! New South Wales is the
Bill are important. The first is to enable the only State in Australia that has compulsory carriage
establishment of a system for licensing drivers thavf a driver's licence. It might not always be

will be part of a nationally consistent scheme forconvenient to carry a licence—for example, when
driver licensing and to provide necessary powers fogoing fishing. It is not uncommon for a driver,

the making of regulations about issuing licenceshaving taken the licence out of a wallet, to put it
renewal of licences, cancelling, varying andinto a shirt pocket, zip it up and forget about it, and
suspending licences, licence classes, qualificatiorier it then to go into the washing machine.

for licences, testing and other related matters. The

second is to provide for the establishment of a Mr Fraser: But they are plastic these days, so
demerit points system for the suspension anit wouldn't be damaged.

cancellation of licences that is intended to be part of

a nationally consistent demerit points system, and Mr JEFFERY: They are sometimes damaged.
the third is to provide for learner and provisionallf one has to carry keys to start and drive the car,
licences in a way that is consistent with thesurely one should also have to carry a licence. |
treatment of other licences. know that other States and Territories disagree with



8170 ASSEMBLY 13 October 1998 ROAD TRANSPORT (DRIVER LICENSING) BILL

this approach. | am not sure whether they willLegislation Act and provide a regulatory impact
continue to disagree, but New South Wales shouldtatement. | know that the trick in introducing
safeguard the requirement for compulsory carriageational legislation is to use the loophole of national
of a licence. In the past 10 days | have been pullethw. The Minister will say it is national law, that it

up for breath analysis, which | passed with flyinghas been argued and debated in the House, and that
colours. | was also asked to produce my drivingve do not need a regulatory impact statement. That
licence. is not on.

Mr McBride: Where were you pulled up? | want the Minister's guarantee, on behalf of
the Carr Government, that he will provide a
Mr JEFFERY: At Kempsey. They do an regulatory impact statement as he introduces each

excellent job at Kempsey. driver-licensing regulation. | am also concerned, as
is the honourable member for Londonderry, about
Mr McBride: What day was it? unlicensed drivers. Anecdotal evidence suggests that

the number of people caught driving while
Mr JEFFERY: It was twice in 10 days, unlicensed is approximately one in 20. In some
Saturday and Sunday. The ongoing work of theplaces the figure is as high as 20 per cent.
Staysafe committee in examining the issues involvednauthorised driving is an issue of concern to road
in driver licensing has confirmed the desirability ofsafety and licensing officials throughout Australia.
the compulsory carriage of a driver's licence. | anDuring private members' statements tonight the
sure the Minister will agree with me. He is aware ofhonourable member for Londonderry mentioned the
electronic licensing, and | am sure he has hag@roblems being experienced in the Northern
discussions with the honourable member foerritory when tribal elders order young, unlicensed
Londonderry about it. Staysafe considered it. Onéeenagers to drive community vehicles. Convicted
cannot have electronic licensing without compulsoryraffic offenders often decide to risk it and drive
carriage of the licence. Electronic licensing is justunder suspension or cancellation of licences in New
around the corner. It is a technological advance th&outh Wales.
has been taken very seriously in the United States of
America and Europe. It has also been taken very  Travelsafe, the New South Wales Staysafe
seriously by the New South Wales Staysafecommittee's Queensland counterpart, has launched
committee. an inquiry into unlicensed driving. South Australia's
new road committee is conducting an inquiry into
I am concerned that the Minister has notdriver licensing and education, which also includes
responded to a large number of recommendations.unlicensed driving. It is of concern not only in New
have been a member of the Staysafe committee f&outh Wales, but right across other Australian States
11 years. | do not know whether the Minister knowsand Territories. The figure for unlicensed driving in
that Staysafe 37 exists. | urge him to get hold of iNew South Wales is estimated to be between 2 and
and read it. He should take it to bed. It would be4 per cent. Staysafe has heard of police operations
good night-time reading for him. Staysafe 37that indicate that unlicensed driving and unregistered
concerns new drivers who do not appear to haveehicles go hand in hand. The rate may be 15 per
been considered and who are not reflected in theent, or as high as 20 per cent in some areas.
legislation. When will the Minister respond to that
report? It has been more than a year since it was These concerns all reflect the need for the
tabled in this House. He is silent on it. | need onlyGovernment to systematically approach driver
remind him that Staysafe 37 reflects the beslicensing and to recognise that the system cannot be
practices from around the world for licensing fortinkered with here and there. That is what the
new drivers. It is a report for our young people inMinister has to face up to. That is the issue Staysafe
the community, for our provisionally licensed drivershas been examining in depth. This bill is a step
who unfortunately suffer high risks on our roads. Ittowards a consistent, harmonious, national approach
is good, practical and commonsense stuff. to driver licensing, and it is a step | support. The
Minister needs to give some guarantees and to
My biggest concern with the legislation is its recognise the fundamental issues in driver licensing
heavy reliance on regulations. As | read through théhat this bill does not begin to address. | would like
bill I can see that the substance is spelled out bto mention the alternative to licence suspension. The
regulation and not by statute, and that worries me. previous speaker referred to licence suspension and
want a commitment from the Minister that when hedemerit points, which is set out in the bill—12 to 15
introduces each driver-licensing regulation he willdemerit points, three months suspension; 16 to 19
comply with the true spirit of the Subordinatedemerit points, four months suspension; 20 or more
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demerit points, five months suspension. Clause 16(8) It will also contribute to the Government's
states: commitments made in the 1995 heads of government
) o . national competition policy and related reforms
A person who incurs at least 12 demerit points within the 3 t Duri th t  Minister
year period ending on the day on which the person Iasﬁgre_emen _S' uring e curren _II’]IS ers
committed an offence for which demerit points have beeradministration there has been an acceleration of the
recorded against the person may, within 21 days after beindevelopment of a number of major issues involving
served with a notice of licence suspension by the Authority o4 ransport and the roads of this State and |
notify the Authority in writing that he or she elects, as an T ) .
alternative to undergoing the suspension, to be of goofONgratulate the Minister on that. Last Friday night |
behaviour for a period of 12 months from the day on whichhad the opportunity of attending a major business
the licence would otherwise be suspended. launch at the Finnemores transport establishment at
That | . PeoD| . Greenacre. Ron Finnemore, the Australian national
al IS a commonsense provision. Feopie are g'veg]ead of the road transport forum, said during his

a second chance but if they breach the goo .
. . . Speech that the current Minister has made a greater
behaviour alternative to suspension they face al oo
) contribution to New South Wales road transport than
added penalty. Clause 16(9) states: - . . .
any other Minister in the history of this State. It
If a person who makes an election in accordance witQjave me great pleasure to point out that | was the
subsection (8) incurs 2 or more demerit points during the 13\finister's parliamentary secretary, and | enjoyed

months' good behaviour period the Authority must give the,

person a notice suspending the person's driver Iicencé),aSkIng in his reflected glory.

commencing on a day specified in the notice, for twice the

period that would have applied to the person under this section Mr Scully: Tell us exactly what he said. I'd
if the person had not made the election. like to hear all of it.

This is national and ground-breaking legislation that Mr McBRIDE: That would take a long time,
deserves the support of all honourable members. |

ask the Minister to consider the areas of concern §°_PENaps | Shou"; dg S0 Iondanot?err] diy' Thlgse
have raised this evening. | realise that under thE°MMents were made by a leader of the Australian
Interpretation Act the Minister— road transport industry at a major launch by one of

this country's biggest transport businesses, which has
Mr Scully: Will have to answer. a fleet of some 2,900 vehicles. Mr Finnemore
pointed out that a number of issues that were
Mr JEFFERY: The Minister will not only outstanding during the seven years of the coalition
have to listen, he will have to act. Should theGovernment had been addressed by the current
Minister not take action, | assure the House that th@linister in the past 18 months or two years. He
new member for Oxley will take up this matter with recognised those moves as of major importance to
the new Minister under a coalition government aftefhis State and to the nation.
March 1999. He will remind the new Minister of
this contribution and of the need to make sure that  The pill will enable the establishment of a

the legislation works. system for licensing drivers that will be part of a

nationally consistent scheme for driver licensing. It
Mr McBRIDE (The Entrance) [8.51 p.m.J: | . . y . g

. will include necessary powers for the making of
support the bill. | shall refer to a number i . . ]
comments made by the honourable member fc)rregulatlons for the issue of licences; renewal of
Oxley. | am not sure whether the honourable”cences: _cancellatlon, varlatloh_ an_d susper_lsmn of
member for Oxley will be given another OpportunityIlcences; licence classes, qualifications for licences;
to speak in the House, and | wonder whether festing and other related matters. It provides for the
should not now reflect on the honourable membefstablishment of a demerit points scheme for the
himself and on our association during the time weUspension and cancellation of licences that is
have both been in the Parliament. The honourabl@tended to be part of a nationally consistent demerit
member for Oxley indicates that there may bePoints system. Those associated with the industry
another opportunity for reflections on his gloriousand those who have served on the Staysafe
past in this House, so | shall leave that until a lateommittee would appreciate the importance of that
date. The Road Transport (Driver Licensing) Bill isaspect.
the next element of the development of the national
road transport law. It will assist the Government to The bill provides for learner and provisional
honour commitments made in the 1991 and 199Bcences in a way that is consistent with the

heads of government vehicles agreements. treatment of other licences. It is designed to make
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other savings and includes transitional provisionssupports the implementation of the national policy of
The bill makes consequential and other amendmenghe person, one licence and has been included to
to certain Acts. This bill is very important in that the prevent drivers from using their old interstate or
licensing system and the demerit points system wilbverseas licences to circumvent the demerit points
become part of a national system, thus avoidingcheme.
cross-border issues that are well known and have
been referred to by other speakers in the debate. Representatives from the Staysafe committee
Some people have used cross-border differences asiad the people involved in the transport industry
means to avoid penalties, which has resulted in would know that this dodge, which has been going
lack of road safety and increased unsafe conditionen for years, has led to unsafe practices on our
on the road. roads. Motorists who drive irresponsibly should lose
their licences. A provision to waive the surrender
Anyone who is familiar with the transport requirement for overseas licences has been included
industry will be aware that different State regimegn the legislation to cover situations in which the
have enabled drivers to avoid demerit systems, arttence forms part of a general identification
that drivers have been able to operate under licencéocument issued by the person's previous country of
from different States. That has lead to unsaféesidence. For instance, a South African licence is
practices throughout the transport industry. Th&nly one part of a document that contains a number
national forums of the trucking industry support theof South African identification items and must be
new licensing scheme. There are major p0|icyetained by a person to allow him or her to return to
differences between the national driver licensing>outh Africa in the future.
scheme and current laws in New South Wales. At
present when a person has been disqualified by a ~ Under the current scheme New South Wales
court the Roads and Traffic Authority voids drivers have the right to appeal to a Local Court
whatever points that person had against his or h@dainst Roads and Traffic Authority decisions.
record and does not take separate licencender the proposed national scheme a formal system
cancellation action. The RTA's action was based ofif review rights enables customers to apply to have
the view that the court had considered the person&€rain decisions reviewed both internally and

driving record and number of demerit points accrue§*termally. The Administrative Decisions Tribunal
when determining the penalty it imposed. Act 1997 provides a potential mechanism for
internal and external review, and the Roads and

Under the proposed national scheme th raffic Authority is consulting with the Attorney
demerit points on a person's record when eneral's Department on the possible inclusion of

disqualified will remain active. A demerit points afic law in the tribunal’s jurisdiction. It is

suspension action will be in addition to a period ofproposed that the national regime for internal and

disqualfcaon mposed by & cou. In thiscase tnE 1) VoW ot be adaped n New South e
licensee will be ineligible to apply for a licence until y

both combined sanction periods—that is the cour’?‘ttorney General. In the meantime, customers will

disqualification period and any demerit poimscontmue to enjoy the appeal rights that they

. . . S currently have.
suspension period—have expired. This will remove y

the opportunity for drivers to elect to take minor
offences to court, under the jurisdiction of which

they are often disqualified for a short time, in order Mr McBRIDE: Those matters can be dealt

o avq|d dgment points action a”‘?' having the,'rwith under the review. In conclusion, this bill and
demerit points totally zeroed. This scheme

. 'other matters relating to road transport in New South
designed to deter repeat offenders. Wales that have been brought before the Parliament
) , are designed to improve the efficiency of the

With respect to the surrender of interstate an¢hqsiry and transport throughout New South Wales
overseas licences, the current New South Waleg,q Australia, but most importantly they are
scheme requires drivers transferring licences issu‘?ﬂasigned to improve road safety. Road safety is a
in other Australian jurisdictions to surrender theirmajor issue for the whole community. | congratulate
interstate licences before a New South Wales licenGge Minister on his efforts on behalf of road safety
will be issued. However, licences issued in othef, New South Wales and Australia. | encourage him

countries are returned to licensees when New Sout continue in his role as leading transport Minister
Wales licences are issued. Under the proposqf australia.

national scheme both interstate and overseas licences
will be required to be surrendered before a New Mr SMALL (Murray) [9.02 p.m.]: Mr
South Wales licence will be issued. This initiativeSpeaker—

Mr Scully: Which are pretty lousy.
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Mr Scully: You tell everyone what a great Earlier, the honourable member for Oxley said

bloke | am. that people in the border regions of New South
Wales were experiencing problems. Victoria has

Mr SMALL: The Minister for Transport, and cheaper third party or green slip costs. New South
Minister for Roads is most anxious to get worthyWales adds a $100 road tax to that cost. Police and
praise. It is important for us to achieve uniformitythe Roads and Traffic Authority are aware that an
throughout Australia in relation to vehicle licensing,enormous number of New South Wales residents are
road rules and signage. As a member of the Staysafegistering their vehicles in Victoria because it is so
committee | am pleased that the Minister formuch cheaper. However, after a period of 90 days it
Transport, and Minister for Roads introduced thas illegal for people to maintain such registration. |
Road Transport (Driver Licensing) Bill. We mustwill be glad when we finally achieve uniformity in
establish uniformity in driver licensing. Over thethis area. | hope that this legislation will lead to
past few years Staysafe committee members hawimilar vehicle registration costs in each State. If
had meetings with Federal committees aroundot, people will continue to break the law.
Australia to try to achieve that uniformity. We had
hoped that uniformity would be achieved much more Will each State subscribe to different licensing
quickly, but it has taken a long time to get this far.costs, different periods within which each vehicle is
This legislation is only the first step. to be licensed and different colours for drivers'

licences? New South Wales has done an excellent

At present the many different coloured signs inob by including photographs on drivers' licences.
Victoria and New South Wales cause confusion foticence classifications are listed as follows: R for a
drivers travelling interstate. Recently a constituent ofmotor cycle, 1A for a normal car, 1B for a small
mine held a licence in both Victoria and New Southbus seating up to 30 adults, 2A for a public car, 2B
Wales. When he applied to renew his New Soutlior a public vehicle, 3A for a light truck with two
Wales licence the Roads and Traffic Authorityaxles and weighing up to 15 tonnes, 3B for a heavy
established that he also held a Victorian licence. Hagid truck, 4A for a light bus with seating capacity
was probably trying to protect himself in the eventfor over 30 adults, 4B for a heavy and rigid bus, 5A
that he lost either one or other of those licences. Ifor a vehicle with three axles, a light articulated
the past people received a fine and lost points in oneuck and a combination vehicle weighing up to 24
State but were still able to drive in another Statetonnes, 5B for a heavy articulated vehicle, and 5C
That problem has now been resolved and the loss &br a road train.
points applies equally in every State in Australia.
The constituent to whom 1 referred earlier was told A person has to have a class A licence for at
that he could not continue to hold two licences. lleast 12 months before he can receive a rigid truck
contacted the Roads and Traffic Authority and triedicence. A person who has a rigid truck licence,
to identify which licence he would be able to retainwhich might have a bogie axle or drive, has to wait
as he is a resident of both Victoria and New Souttanother 12 months to receive an articulated truck

Wales. He lives for six months in each State. licence. That is difficult for somebody who has
driven vehicles for a long time. | am sure that the
Mr Scully: Did you believe him? Minister for Transport, and Minister for Roads and

the Roads and Traffic Authority have, as | have,

Mr SMALL: The constituent to whom | am received requests when a family member has died
referring is a surgeon. The Roads and Traffiand a son has wanted to take over the business. |
Authority came up with the right answer. It said thatbelieve that if it is shown that that person is capable
it would depend upon what the electoral rollof going from a rigid truck licence to a semi or
determined as being his place of residence. Newrticulated truck licence the 12-month period should
South Wales was identified as his place of residendee reduced. | ask the Minister whether those areas
and my constituent had to forfeit his Victorian will remain the same with uniformity in Australia. If
licence. There are loopholes in the legislation anthe Minister cannot answer that question now, | ask
this bill will ensure uniformity in driver licensing. Is him to look into the matter.
the Minister able to advise me whether a licence is
renewable for a period of one year or five years? In other States a person is allowed 24 hours to
The only thing | can find in the legislation is a produce a licence, but in New South Wales a person
reference to penalty points. The bill provides for areceives an on-the-spot fine if he is not carrying his
maximum of 22 penalty points, and there is thdicence. During the past eight to 10 years | have
equivalent of a heavy fine of $2,200, or $110 forraised the matter of drivers being supplied with
each penalty point. | will endorse that provision if itmore than one licence, which is an issue | would
achieves uniform legislation in Australia. like the Minister to consider. For example, a primary
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producer may be harvesting and the header may Mr GIBSON (Londonderry) [9.16 p.m.]: |
break down. A primary producer does not normallysupport the Road Transport (Driver Licensing) Bill.
carry his wallet with him when he is working on alt has been a pleasure to work closely with the
property. However, he may put his licence in hisMinister for Transport, and Minister for Roads. He
utility or truck. On many occasions a primaryhas achieved a lot and brought many things forward
producer may have a breakdown and may have tihat had been lagging for quite some time. This
drive a vehicle straight into town to try to get partslegislation will provide national uniformity,
and he may not have his licence with him. consistency and efficiency that New South Wales
has not had in the past. It would be remiss of me if
| have asked on many occasions for a primary did not say that | have criticised the national road
producer, or somebody with a need, who has severailes, mainly because it has taken some 10 years to
vehicles to pay extra to secure a second licencachieve uniformity. Honourable members have heard
because of his working conditions. On each occasioabout the introduction of national laws for a long
my requests have been declined. In New Souttime and at last we are starting to see some
Wales drivers must produce their licencegrogress.
immediately. However, if they were allowed 24
hours for production a problem would not arise. If a | am one of many members who represents the
person with several vehicles is harvesting oiStaysafe committee in this Chamber. | firmly believe
irrigating and has a breakdown it is extremelythat most accidents and deaths that occur on the
difficult for him to produce his licence immediately. road can be avoided and should not happen.
A number of constituents have approached me abottonourable members must not forget that in 1982,
this matter and | would like the Minister to give 1,400-odd people died on New South Wales roads.
consideration to people paying extra for a secondast year, our best year, only 574 people died on
licence. our roads, which is a magnificent effort. One must
take into account that there are some 2.2 million
If people throughout the nation had 24 hoursmore drivers on the roads today than in 1982. As we
to produce their licences that matter would not arisemove into the national sphere, honourable members
Last year, over Easter or thereabouts, the Ministenust remember that New South Wales probably
for Transport, and Minister for Roads introduced deads the country as far as road safety and dealing
system of double demerit points, which is worthy ofwith road trauma is concerned. New South Wales
praise. For the first time people who were caughtioes not lag behind; other States have to catch up
speeding or who were fined received double demerivith us.
points in an attempt to save lives. The Staysafe
committee and honourable members are concerned The Staysafe committee first mentioned double
about saving lives. What will happen with a nationaldemerit points and put up a package. That package
scheme with respect to double demerit points on was simply that the committee should not only look
broad-brush basis? This legislation provides for that double demerit points but should tell the people
loss of 12 demerit points over a three-year period, asf New South Wales that if it is sincere about road
exists now. However, will the State still be able tosafety and about saving lives halving fines will be
impose double demerit points? Will it have to occulooked at. | have no doubt that a future
nationally? Will we not be able to do it at all? government—whether it is this Government after the
next State election, which | imagine it will be, or
If the Minister wishes to save lives therewhether it is a coalition government—will look at
should be flexibility or uniformity. | ask the Minister decreasing fines. No matter what a government does
to consider this matter. | am pleased to support theith road safety it cannot win because of the public
Road Transport (Driver Licensing) Bill. | look perception. Honourable members who have been on
forward to national road signage throughouthe Staysafe committee longer than | know that
Australia. The Deputy Leader of the National Partyyevenue has never been mentioned—it has not been
the shadow minister for transport, and shadownentioned at any meeting that | have attended.
minister for roads, may have mentioned that in New
South Wales a disabled person can park in parking  However, as soon as something to do with
areas without paying meters or for longer periodsoad safety is introduced the general consensus of
than stated at parking spaces. However, in Victorithe community is that it is another way for the
that is not the case. | understand that a disable@overnment to rake in some revenue because of a
Albury individual was fined $40 for parking in a deficit it may or may not have. One day a
space in Victoria without paying the parking fee.government will look at this matter. Members of the
The system that operates in New South Wales do&dtaysafe committee would like to reduce some of
not operate in Victoria. Perhaps that situation can bthe fines by half to show people that they are
made uniform. sincere about road safety. This wide-ranging and
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important bill has been extensively debated in thean be booked in one State for driving two

Chamber tonight. Any bill that relates to the savingkilometres per hour over the speed limit and in

of lives of children, pedestrians and old people oranother State can drive 13 kilometres per hour over
the roads is important. the speed limit without getting booked.

Hopefully, as a result of this bill, another area This bill will give consistency, uniformity and
the authorities will look at will be tolerances, which efficiency, which is needed for road safety. New
is an important aspect of road safety. The Staysaféouth Wales is not lagging behind other States in
committee has examined tolerances many times. tbad rules, it is leading the way. The Staysafe
has talked about speed tolerances with the Newommittee has talked for a long time about a 50
South Wales Police Service, the Roads and Traffikilometres per hour urban speed limit in this State.
Authority and everyone else connected with road\t the moment councils can implement a 50
safety. For example, every day a driver travels at 7Rilometres per hour limit if they want to. As the
kilometres per hour on a road with a 60 kilometreshonourable member for Murray said, the committee
per hour speed limit. Every day the driver exchangebas held a two-day meeting here with representatives
waves with a police officer. After three or four from every State, the Federal Government and the
weeks, all of a sudden the driver gets booked by thBlew Zealand Government. The first resolution
same police officer, because police work onpassed by all of the States after that two-day

tolerances. meeting was for a 50 kilometres per hour urban
speed limit.
A few weeks ago the Staysafe committee
visited Western Australia, which has a 13 kilometres | am certain that as soon as national uniformity

per hour tolerance. If the Western Australianis introduced one of the first laws to be implemented
Government decided on a 60 kilometres per houwill be a 50 kilometres per hour urban speed limit.
speed limit, the police raised it and used a tolerancEhe good and simple reason for its introduction is
speed limit of 73 kilometres per hour. From thethat the 50 kilometres per hour speed limit is the
aspect of road safety, it is hard to work out whyonly strategy that will work. The doubling of fines
accidents are happening. Although the Governmerind demerit points will not break the speed culture
thinks there is a 60 kilometres per hour speed limitpf the next generation. The 50 kilometres per hour
all of a sudden the speed limit is 73 kilometres pespeed limit will break the speed culture of the next
hour. While the committee was there the Westergeneration. From the time that people are born to
Australian Government dropped the tolerance fronthe time they get behind the wheel of a motor car
13 kilometres per hour to 9 kilometres per hour. Ithey will know not to speed where people live. As
discovered that litigation is being brought in thesoon as national uniformity is introduced and a 50
United States of America and in other countries bkilometres per hour speed limit is implemented we
people who have been involved in accidents imwill see a magic drop in the road fatality statistics,
which the police have allowed the offenders toas happened when random breath testing and seat
travel over the signposted speed limit because of theelt legislation were introduced.
tolerance factor. The police and governments have
then been involved in litigation, and there is no Mr HAZZARD (Wakehurst) [9.25 p.m.]: The
doubt that will happen here. Opposition does not oppose the Road Transport
(Driver Licensing) Bill. As a former chairman of the
With national consistency and uniformity Staysafe committee, and having served on the
perhaps we will also get national uniformity oncommittee for three years, | wish to make a
tolerances. Last year at Kogarah there were tocontribution to the debate on this bill. This is not a
many bookings in a 60 kilometres per hour zone justew initiative. Some Government members implied
prior to Christmas. The police decided not to statiorthat the Minister for Roads has miraculously brought
more police in the area but to increase the speesbout uniform traffic laws. For some time uniform
limit, to lift the high jump bar. Instead of a 60 traffic laws have been the subject of efforts by
kilometres per hour speed limit, they took it uponmembers on both sides. Between 1991 and 1995,
themselves to make it an 80 kilometres per houparticularly between 1992 and 1995 when | was
speed limit. So over the Christmas period driverghairman of the Staysafe committee, a number of
were travelling at 80 kilometres per hour. Aftermeetings were held with committees around the
Christmas and the New Year a driver who travelledountry, including the National Road Trauma
in that area at 80 kilometres per hour was booked;ommittee, to try to bring about uniform road safety
but the driver did not know why. With national laws. People who work in the road safety area
consistency and uniformity drivers will know exactly acknowledge that vital basic uniform driver licensing
what the speed is. It is a crazy situation that a driveprovisions are crucial.
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Obviously this legislation is welcome, althoughdriver; in other words, a series of Roads and Traffic
| would not go so far as to say that | personallyAuthority demerit points remain current. Admittedly
support it. | do not oppose it but | do not support itat the moment they disappear, but | am not sure that
because a number of issues have not been addressieat is fair. The honourable member for Auburn, a
in this legislation. If this uniform legislation works, learned member of the bar, could confirm that a
there will be opportunities to move towards uniformcourt would take into account the number of demerit
legislation in some other areas, particularly thos@oints on a person's licence when considering what
that cause trauma and grief on the roads. Drinkpenalty to impose. To that extent the legislation
driving is one obvious area. On a rough estimategllows for double penalties, because whilst the
throughout all the Australian States 30 per cent opoints may not be terminated or continued
all motor vehicle fatalities and injuries are caused bynagistrates generally take a person's traffic record
drink-drivers and another third are caused bynto account when imposing a penalty. | would
speeding. There is no question in my mind that theppreciate the Minister clarifying that for the drivers
move to uniform provisions will advance the causeof this State, but if that is not easily done he may be
of road safety. able to talk to me about it later.

| refer to the recent comments of Chief Justice In regard to the various licensing regulations,
Spigelman on sentencing guidelines. Once agaimbout which the honourable member for Oxley
whilst the sentencing guidelines have been mootegxpressed concern, | agree that the sting is in the tail
this week as being an initiative of this Governmenbf this legislation. We will not know what will
and the Chief Justice, | remind the House that fohappen until we see the regulations. Of course, there
some months the Leader of the Opposition has beds an extensive list of the sorts of regulations to be
talking about grid sentencing, which is exactly theintroduced. Proposed subsection 20(2) states:
same as guideline sentencing. It comes as no
surprise that the judiciary has been listening to the Without Iin”!iting the scope of regulations under subsection (1),

" the regulations may:

pronouncements of the coalition—there have been

no pronouncements or initiatives from the he proposed section cites a host of thinas which
Government about guideline or grid sentencing. Thi; prop ' ! : INgs whi
ay happen, but does not provide for the reversal of

is another initiative that has come about from thd"

Opposition benches and been adopted by th%emerit point_s. Perhaps the Minister can clarify
judiciary. One suspects that if guideline or gridwhether that is an envisaged aim. As a lawyer and

sentencing can be introduced on a uniform basig> ta memper Ef I;ag/l\;arr;em : hﬁve btehen involved in
throughout Australia, as is the intention with thig!NStances in whic O drivers have the same name

driver licensing program, a lot more will be and one driver may accumulate demerit points for
achieved in terms of road éafety outcomes offences which he did not commit. | am told that the
' regulations do not provide for the reversal of

On the issue of demerit points and theWrongly attributed demerit points.

licensing of drivers in various States, as a practising
solicitor | was aware for many years of the practice
of drivers losing their licences in one State and )
heading off to get a licence in another State. =~ Mr HAZZARD: Yes, if they are wrongly

Obviously a lawyer would advise clients againstrecorded they cannot be reversed. However, that

doing that. Nevertheless, limitations that arose fronf?@y be covered by one of the regulations which |

insular licensing systems in other States meant th§f\Ve not yet seen.

opportunities existed for drivers to cheat on the

system. This legislation goes some way towards  Mr Scully: It's all bull, mate.

addressing that inequity and to that extent it is o

certainly worthwhile. The provision that demerit Mr HAZZARD: The Minister records that as
points remain active when a court disqualifies oP€ing a matter of substance of which he is already
suspends a licence worries me a little. | am not surdware, and | thank him for that.

whether that is entirely fair; perhaps the Minister

can address this in his reply, particularly as he is ~ Mr Nagle: On a point of order. In the
now talking to a learned member of the bar—thdlighlands of New Guinea it is called gamon.

honourable member for Auburn—who may be able _
to assist him. | ask the Minister to clarify this Mr HAZZARD: Otherwise known as bull. If

possible inequity in the system. that is the case, and | address this comment to the
Minister and his advisers, as the honourable member

The bill provides that demerit points remainfor The Entrance said, the appeal processes are only
active when the court disqualifies or suspends & a court, because the Government has not worked

Mr Scully: If they are wrongly recorded?
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out the processes. If that is what the advisers are If the legislation needs to be amended |
gleefully nodding their heads about, it is notsuspect we are heading towards the lowest common
satisfactory. As a lawyer | faced a situation in whichdenominator. That is one of our biggest problems.
a 17-year-old boy had a list of demerit points on hisThe honourable member for Londonderry said that
licence. He lost his licence and his only recoursén 1982 New South Wales lost 1,400 people as a
was to appeal to the court, and pay legal feegesult of drink-driving—in fact, 1,267 people died.
between $400 and $600, with consequentlowever, largely as a result of Staysafe, the
inconvenience. A clear system should be laid out iftroduction of random breath testing and legislation
the regulations to allow for a simple expeditiouson the prescribed concentration of alcohol, that
reversal of demerit points. number has significantly decreased. When we start
looking at uniform laws throughout Australia the

| want to ensure that another simple issue i§langer is that we end up being the lowest common
included in the regulations regarding orgardenominator. | attended committees and meetings
donations. A gold licence, which states "Donor A" with Ministers in 1992 to 1995 and the reason we

does not allow additional information to be includeddid not progress far was that we arrived at the point
on a uniform basis. | see that the advisers arét Which New South Wales road safety initiatives
looking a bit concerned about that. If that is the cas@/0uld have to go backwards. | ask the Minister to

| remind the Minister that donor organisations wouldMake sure tr;]at Ithe regulations a:jnd pro_wsmni of tr?e
like to see us all noting on our licences that we will”ct aré not the lowest common denominator but the

ighest. | ask the Minister to consider electronic
icences, amongst other things, and | thank him for
he good work he is doing on this legislation.

donate our organs in the event of our untimel
death. That is a major missing aspect of th
legislation. | ask the Minister to think about that and
consider whether the bill should be amended in the

upper House to include it. Mr  SCULLY  (Smithfield—Minister for

Transport, and Minister for Roads) [9.40 p.m.], in
- . reply: Finally, the very valuable contributions from
- The _Mmlster may be. aware that in 1993 Iboth sides of the House have concluded. | thank the
visited Michigan ~as Chairman of the Staysa.feDeputy Leader of the National Party and the

committee. | saw a sys_tem Wh'.Ch I. am sure WIIIhonourable members representing the electorates of
become the system for licences in this country. Thaﬁurstville Oxley, The Entrance, Murray

is, instead of having the basic plastic licence_wmdlondonderry and Wakehurst for their positive
we think is a wonderful move towards the twemy'contributions, reinforcement and support of a very

f_|rst century compared. with the former_paperi portant initiative by the Government in
licence—parts of the United States of America an

h " hich i inf “"endeavouring to reach uniformity on a number of
Europe have licences which contain informationgqhects in respect of driver licensing. | point out that

They are not just laminated photo licences but arg;nitormity does not include novice licences, because
in effect, smart cards. When police finally get thegach jurisdiction has quite different aspects in terms
computers t_hat the_ Carr Gpvernment has failed tgf hovice driving. Whilst there may be a day when
put into police vehicles which were recommendedye reach uniformity, there is obviously a fair bit of
by Staysafe as a major initiative in 1994— resistance from other jurisdictions. Each of us has
different ways of handling novice drivers.

Mr Jeffery: And as a private member's

motion as well. I think | will just have to agree to disagree
) with the honourable member for Upper Hunter. |

Mr HAZZARD: Yes, it was recommended asyj|| be concerned about, and will keep an eye on,
a private member's motion before the House. Whethe possible problem of immunity to double demerit
police finally get computers in their vehicles theypoints. However, over the last 12 months we have
will be able to do quick checks on people rathezonducted a trial and have found that there has been
than waste time undertaking radio checks. Therg 22 per cent reduction in fatalities. That has been
does not appear to be any proposal in the regulatiaichieved through significant community awareness
under proposed section 20—perhaps the Ministasf double demerit point penalties and through
can clarify this—to move to a smart card type ofdrivers acknowledging that those penalties changed
licence; that is, an electronic licence with a chiptheir behaviour whilst driving. There were four
which contains a person's full record and othedeaths in the October long weekend this year, and
information. A police officer could swipe the card six deaths in 1997. There has been a slight reduction
and obtain a driver's full record while at thein the number of fatalities, although the police did
roadside. | ask the Minister to advise whethemake a number of bookings.
proposed section 20 or any other part of the
legislation allows for a twenty-first century type of In response to the concerns of the honourable
licence. member for Oxley, | am advised that there will be a
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regulatory impact statement in respect of themne an article concerning an invalid. | am advised
regulation, based on national regulations which havihat parking permits for the disabled allow such
been agreed to some extent. The honourable memiggople in New South Wales to be exempt from
for Murray spoke about compulsory possession ofion-residential pay parking meter requirements. A
licences. New South Wales is the only State or onaon-resident disabled person who parks a vehicle in
of the few States that has a requirement fom street where there is a pay parking meter is
compulsory possession of licences. | would continuexempted from the requirement to pay, but across
to support that measure. | think it is an importanthe border in Victoria that exemption does not exist.
part of regulatory management and for policeThere is not uniformity yet. | like to think that that
enforcement to require people to have licences. is one proposal that road and transport ministers
would say to the honourable member's constituen&round the country should have on the table.
that if they are operating farm machinery, trucks and
other vehicles in carrying out their responsibilities That makes a lot of sense, particularly when
when running a farm and a property and want to gthere are cross-border anomalies. People with a
to town during the day, | cannot see any problem imparking permit for disabled access ought to have the
them having that licence in a pocket rather than in game rights across the border. New South Wales
wallet. To me that is not a problem, although | amauthorities are more expansive about people's rights,
sure it might present small inconvenience to a fewWwree parking and pay parking meters, whereas
people. authorities in Victoria, where the fine is about $50,
are appalled by such an idea. | am happy to progress
The honourable member for Murray raised ahat idea in the appropriate forums. One-, three- and
guestion about uniform costs for light vehicles. Myfive-year renewal periods will continue. A good
predecessor, the Minister for the Olympics, assistedriver will receive a five-year renewal period. The
in the enormous achievement of adopting unifornhonourable member for Upper Hunter mentioned fee
heavy vehicle registration charges throughoustructures. | do not envisage those structures will
Australia. The honourable member, as a farmer, anthange. There is no suggestion that licence fees will
many of his constituents would be very familiar withalter.
the benefits of uniform heavy vehicle charges across
Australia for the freight industry. | think the The honourable member for Wakehurst
honourable Wal Murray might have started thehought he was in a courtroom; he seemed to be
process. Uniform charges addressed terrifipresenting questions to the bench, and | am happy to
discrepancies across Australia and made aanswer a few of them. The difficulty is a court can
important contribution to the road freight industry.clear demerit points, notwithstanding there may be
Governments throughout Australia could look at thatarge numbers of them, and then disqualify a driver
measure. for a period less than the demerit points would have
attracted. In certain circumstances individuals with a
Each State government charges its motoristerge bag of demerit points have managed to abuse
differently and disburses that revenue differentlythe system with a soft judicial outcome. There is
The Commonwealth collective fuel tax is spentnothing wrong with a concurrent suspension period,
wholly on the roads, as is the weight tax. In thebut a bit of judge-shopping, a short licence
State jurisdictions only parts of the fuel and weightcancellation, and a clearing of demerit points can
taxes are allocated to roads. Other jurisdictions levynake all the difference in ensuring that a driver is
registration payments for different purposes. It is noback on the road.
so much a matter of comparing apples with apples
but of accepting that there the different jurisdictions Mr Hazzard: Will this be concurrent?
are horses for courses. A lot of work has to be done
to achieve uniformity, but that is not to say that we Mr SCULLY: | understand it would be,
should not try. It took a long time to achieve subject to some advice. | am happy to come back to
uniform heavy vehicle registration charges, but irthe honourable member for Wakehurst on that point.
the end we did it. There is no reason that we shoulthe preliminary advice is that it could be
not work towards it. concurrent. However, | will have to check that
advice. The principle is to avoid abuse, indulge in
Mr Hazzard: What about novice licences? judge-shopping, clear demerit points and then go
back on the road after a short disqualification. This
Mr SCULLY: 1 told the honourable member measure is an attempt to deal with that. | am
that this measure does not deal with novice licenceadvised that correction of wrongly recorded demerit
The honourable member for Upper Hunter showegoints is an administrative matter. Whilst an appeal
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is not yet available to the Administrative Decisions HOME INVASION (OCCUPANTS
Tribunal, if colleagues ever have a problem and find PROTECTION) BILL

that the Roads and Traffic Authority is not prepared

to listen to a reasonable case, they should bring it to Second Reading

me and | will deal with it, as | would have in that

case. If the record of another person by the same  Debate resumed from 24 September.

name has demerit points wrongly recorded on it, the

record should be rectified. That is the way to deal =~ Mr HARTCHER (Gosford) [9.51 p.m.]: If

with it. ever there was an example of political opportunism
it is the Government's response to this bill. This bill
Mr Hazzard: | did actually write— was introduced in 1995, almost four years ago, in

the Legislative Council by the Hon. J. S. Tingle.
Mr SCULLY: If it is stil a problem the The Premier at the time declined to support the bill

honourable member can bring it to my attention. @nd, in one of his rhetorical flourishes in this House,

think | have touched on most of the matters thaf? answer to a Dorothy Dix question from the
members spoke about. honourable member for Bulli he said:

. o Before the previous election | promised on behalf of Labor
Mr Hazzard: What about electronic licences?  inat if elected to office we would tackle the scourge of home

invasions. | made that promise because everywhere | went in
Mr SCULLY: There is nothing in these New South Wales people expressed the view that home
provisions that would preclude the use of modern '"VaSion Was agrowing menace.

technology. We are actually in the middle of

preparing specifications for integrated ticketing, anc]rhalt is what the Premier_ said on 31 May 1995. His
we have received an expression of interest iIg\)nly response was to raise the penalty for unlawful

electronic tolling. All sorts of exciting technological tentr){._ T?ed_Prlemler th'; aftbern;)on,_ n otr;]e of hl;
developments are occurring with smart cards, cred pea rical displays, spoke about raising the penaity
. . . . r bungee jumping and about being tough on
cards with microchips, and transponders with smar . .
. i bungee jumping and on the causes of bungee
cards inside them. There is no reason why we " * . .
. umping. What did we get from him on home
cannot use those sorts of technology, possibly far

. . Invasions in 1995? It was nothing but a pathetic,
licences as well, as we move into the next century. weak, opportunistic response to a Dorothy Dix

question that he was going to be tough on home
invasion and tough on the causes of home invasion
) yet, typical of the Premier, he did nothing. When the
Mr SCULLY: It would not p'reclude it. | _ bill was introduced in the Legislative Council by the
thank all those who have contributed to this,, .~ ;g Tingle the Premier expressed his
worthwhile step towards uniformity. opposition to it. That bill, which sought to extend
the right of self-defence, was opposed by the
Premier and his minions. Accordingly, the Attorney
organs? General said in the Legislative Council on 8 May

1997, when this very bill was introduced:
Mr  SCULLY: | understand that this

legislation allows for a measure of uniformity, even The Government opposes the Home Invasion (Occupants
though there may be differences in each jurisdiction. Protection) Bill.

The move is to allow for that provision on licences _ _ _
around Australia. What is the title of the bill now before the House? It

is the Home Invasion (Occupants Protection) Bill.

Mr Hazzard: So that could happen under thisSO the Government opposed this bill. The Attorney
legislation? General went on to say in May 1997:

Mr Hazzard: This allows that?

Mr Hazzard: What about the donation of

. . But at the end of the day the Government has taken the view
Mr SCULLY: Yes. | commend the bill to the that there are aspects of the bill which are unnecessary—

House.
) that is, people protecting themselves in their own
Motion agreed to. homes find it unnecessary—

Bill read a second time and passed through and, | must say with great respect, dangerous, and that
remaining stages. therefore the bill ought to be opposed.



8180 ASSEMBLY 13 October 1998 HOME INVASION (OCCUPANTS PROTECTION) BILL

Further on in his speech the Attorney General said: The term "occupant" is not defined. Presumably, the bill
would allow a person physically present in a dwelling-house

for even a brief period of time to act in the way contemplated
by the bill. | am advised by the honourable member that
clause 11 will be omitted from the bill by way of amendment.

.. .the Government has formed the view that the common
law on self-defence operates satisfactorily and fairly.

What has happened in the past three years? Nothing, Mr ACTING-SPEAKER (Mr Gaudry):
except that the effluxion of time has brought pollingOrder! The honourable member for Wakehurst is
day closer. All that has happened since 1995, wheaware of the standing orders relating to members
the Premier used those brave words in opposing thebnversing with those in the public gallery. He will
bill, is that polling day has come closer and closerresume his seat.

and the Government is aware that judgment is about

to be pronounced upon it by the people of New Mr HARTCHER: Yet the Attorney General
South Wales. The Government is frightened of thadid not agree that persons lawfully present in a
judgment and is anxious to go to the people of Newouse are entitled under the bill to protect
South Wales in line with the Premier's promise othemselves. The Attorney General said:

31 May 1995 and claim that his Government has

done something. The Attorney General went on to The limitation is set at nine months from the date of the
say on 8 May 1997: alleged offence. That provision is arbitrary and contrary to

general policy.

The test that the bill, even as amended, proposes should ap

| . .
?
to dwelling houses is unbalanced. It could legalise the use (F)Y(/hat .does th,e present bill state? It prowdes a
grossly disproportionate violence. limitation of nine months from the date of the

offence. The Attorney General further said:

So the 1995 hill was said to be legalising the use of o

lv disproportionate violence. What has changed By clause 15 and schedule 1 the bill imposes a statutory
grossy prop : ) g obligation on courts to award a certificate as to costs to the
in 19987 The Government has suddenly decided that gefendant in the event of acquittal. That provision lacks
the bill does not authorise the use of grossly justification.
disproportionate violence. The Government has
succumbed. It has succumbed, not to any belief; ¥Vhat does the bill now provide? It provides for
has succumbed to popular and public opinion. Theeople to recover their costs and medical expenses—

Attorney General went on to say about this very bill:2 provision which three years ago the Attorney
General said lacked justification. The Attorney
There are other difficulties when one notes that theGeneral went on to say in this powerful speech
requirement for proportionality of response is removeddenouncing the Home Invasion (Occupants
yvhenever t_he occupant b_elleves on rea;onable grounds _that ‘P’?otection) Bill, which of course the supine, Iazy,
intruder might use physical force against any person in the .
house. Accordingly, even if the intruder has used no force a?lovenly members of Fhe Government supported in
all, if the occupant believes the intruder might use anycaucus and in the Parliament:
physical force, the occupant is justified in using any level of
force against the intruder. A particular area of concern regarding the provisions of the
bill is domestic violence situations. The breadth of the bill

. could be misused by a person in circumstances where the
In other words, accordlng to the Attorney General, a defence of self-defence would not currently be available

person in a home who believes that someone is pecause of the requirement of proportionality.

going to kill him or his family, could not take any

action; he would have to wait until the intruder triedwhat the Attorney General was saying was that a
to kill him or his family. In other words, if you are woman who was being battered in her home could
in your home late at night, and someone breaks intaot use legitimate self-defence. It is set out in black
your home, and you think, "Oh my God, we are alland white. The Attorney General was denying
going to be murdered”, you have to wait until thevictims of domestic violence, overwhelmingly

intruder tries to murder you, according to thewomen and children, the right to self-defence. That
Attorney General, before you can defend yourselfis what the Government wanted in respect of that
That was the Government's position in 1995 oregislation. Yet at the same time in the Legislative
protecting the citizens of New South Wales. Thoséssembly another bill was introduced dealing with
are not my words; those are the words of théhe same issue, the Home Owners Defence Bill
Attorney General, who is now struggling to hold on1996, which was introduced by the member for
to preselection. This was the attitude of theGosford. The Home Owners Defence Bill sought to
Government that said it was going to try to protecensure that the right of self-defence, no matter
the people of the State. It opposed the legislationvhere it was exercised, was codified in law and was
The Attorney General went on to say: set out in a simple Iegislative framework. The
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Government opposed that bill, saying that it was'he Government acknowledged that the amendments
unnecessary and that the common law of selfimproved the bill yet it still would not accept the
defence was all that was required. Not only did itamended bill. However, in September 1998, some
oppose the home invasion bill; it opposed thel5 months later, the Premier had the gall to
ordinary right of self-defence being codified by thisannounce in this place in response to a Dorothy Dix
Parliament. guestion asked by one of his spineless backbench—

The chronology of the two bills is interesting. Mr Watkins: Supine.
The Home Invasion (Occupants Protection) Bill was
introduced in the Legislative Council in 1995. In Mr HARTCHER: Supine and spineless. The
September 1996 the Home Owners Defence Bill waBonourable member for Gladesville describes
introduced in the Legislative Assembly by thehimself when he uses the word "supine”. He has but
member for Gosford and read a second time. Tha short time to live in this Parliament. We enjoy his
member for Gosford referred to Mr Tingle's bill, andcompany and his witticisms as we await the
said that it would be supported by the Oppositionjudgment that will be pronounced upon him on 27
He challenged the Government to support his billMarch 1999. It will be a good night. It will be the
On the same day in the Legislative Council therssame judgment that was pronounced on David Hill,
was a vote to suspend standing orders to restore NBelinda Neal and Kim Beazley. Labor members
Tingle's bill to the list. The Government opposed theagain and again will face that judgment on the night
suspension of standing orders. of 27 March. Not many people will miss watching
television on that night.
A month later in the Legislative Assembly the
second reading debate on the Home Owners Defence  The bill introduced by the Premier, desperate
Bill was resumed and the Minister for Local for a good news story, is defective. It allows certain
Government indicated that the Government wouldights to people when they are in their own home.
oppose the bill. The debate on the bill wasThey have the right to use deadly force to protect
adjourned and on 14 November 1996 the seconghemselves and their families. But what happens to
reading debate was resumed. The bill has not begRe taxi driver as he drives his cab and a knife is
debated since. For two years the Government hafjlled on him? What happens to the shopkeeper
allowed it to sit on the backburner in the Legislativeyhose shop is invaded by drug-crazed hoons with
Assembly and has refused to allow it to be debatedyyns and knives who are anxious to take the
The Premier said, "If elected we will be the scourgeyroceeds from his till? What happens to the manager
of home invasions.” Yet two bills, one in the of the factory locking up his business at night, the
Legislative  Council and one in the Legislativepsiness he slaved to build up over the years, when
Assembly, languished for two years while he did js invaded by those same drug-crazed hoons
nothing. anxious to get money for their next fix? The taxi
driver, the farmer, the shopkeeper and the owner of

In May 199.7 there was another attempt {0y gmall business are not protected in their legitimate
debate Mr Tingle's home occupants protection b'”workplace. Not one will have the same statutory

The Opposition and crossbenchers in the LegiSIaﬁvﬁrotection that this bill will give the home owner.
Council forced it on the Government. The

Government voted against debate being resumed. In It is clear that the bill is defective. It is a
a speech in Committee after the .b'" had beerZ:Iassic knee-jerk attempt to get television coverage
amended the Attorney General indicated that thr8n a particular night. It is ill thought out and
Governmer(;t (;/vcl;ultihstl:L oppJosg t_?_e tI)I"'t This ?'![lhinsufficient. It does not protect the tens of thousands
was amended by the Hon. J. 5. Tingie 1o meet thi; people going about their ordinary business. There

concerns _expressed by the Governme_nﬁs one area in urgent need of protection—that of taxi
Notwithstanding that, the Attorney General St'”drivers. Despite the security screens they are

opposed the bill. While there had been consultatiogttacked and molested night after night. Last week

W.ith his department, he St”.l would not agree to thE‘three were attacked on one night. Yet taxi drivers
bill. On 22 May 1997 he said: will not have the statutory protection that will go to

Speaking generally, the Government does not consider th@ home occupant. Why not? Because the
amendments moved by the Hon. J. S. Tingle will create &50vernment did not even consider it. The only
satisfactory final bill. | do not resile from the comments Iprotection available to taxi drivers is the confused
made in my speech on the second reading when | dealt with gy\v in relation to self-defence.

number of foreshadowed comments and made observations

about them. Despite the fact that the Government does not . L .
accept the ultimate bill if the amendments are approved as The Opposition supports the taxi drivers of this
being satisfactory, it is clear the amendments improve the bill.State. It believes that legislation should be
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introduced similar to this legislation authorising taxiwho are approached by a drug-crazed hoon, or
drivers to take all necessary measures for thepeople on farms who are approached by someone
protection and holding them immune from liability, with a gun, have no right to self-defence. He said
both civil and criminal, if they do so. The that the only people who have a right to defend
Opposition supports the farmers of this State if theyhemselves are home owners, and he criticised the
are attacked while going about their lawful busines§&overnment for introducing that. He said that people
on their farms. The Opposition supports theon a farm, in a cab or walking down the street, or
shopkeepers of this State going about their lawfuvomen who are subject to domestic violence, have
business if their shop is invaded and they are subjeab right to self-defence.
to real or threatened attack. The Opposition supports
the owners of small business running their small The honourable member for Gosford has
businesses, the tens of thousands of them throughaatolished the common law; according to him, it does
the State. If they are subject to invasion or the threatot exist. | can imagine the honourable member
of violence, real or perceived, they should be able ttelling people in his electorate office who used force
plead under the statutory codification of the law.  when they were attacked while driving a taxi that
the law does not apply to them. The only
No such protections are envisaged by this billcircumstances in which self-defence will apply will
It is inadequate and unsatisfactory. The people dfe home invasions. People driving taxis have no
New South Wales cry out for a government that willright to self-defence. What absolute nonsense! This
look to their needs. This Government has failed irbill clarifies the situation of common law in terms of
so many ways. It has not just failed in the area obelf-defence of property through home invasion. It
criminal law; it has failed in many other aspectsreduces the confusion about people's rights in
beside. The Opposition pledges now to owners ofircumstances in which they are subject to home
small businesses, owners of farms, shopkeepers aimyasion. Over the past few years crime has
taxidrivers that it will protect them. It will ensure developed to the extent that people are not safe in
that they have the same statutory rights that apply ttheir own homes.
home owners. The Opposition does not oppose the
bil. The coalition supported it in the Legislative The bill has been introduced because intruders
Council; the Government did not. We supported thdave entered their homes and committed acts of
bill introduced by the member for Gosford in 1996;violence against home owners, and people have been
the Government did not. Consistent with itsconfused about their rights in those circumstances.
principles, the Opposition supports the bill now. People have not been confused about their right to
self-defence when they are subjected to acts of
But we will go further: we will protect people violence while undertaking normal daily activities.
in their shops, on their farms, in their factories, inHowever, confusion has arisen in terms of the right
their small businesses and in their taxis. That is thef people to act in their own home when they are
pledge we give to the people of New South Walessubject to an intrusion. That is why Mr Tingle took
The Government gives them nothing except politicalip the issue in November 1995 and why this bill is
opportunism. The bill is adequate and defectivebefore the House. The biggest complaint of the
While the Opposition does not oppose it, it believesionourable member for Gosford seems to be that he
that the bill does not go far enough. Later we willdid not think of it first. He whinged and whined
seek to extend its provisions to ensure that peoplgbout developments over the past three vyears,
are protected not just in their own homes but in theibecause he was not in a position to negotiate with
workplaces as well. Mr Tingle to bring the bill to fruition. That was his
greatest criticism.
Mr IEMMA  (Hurstville) [10.09 p.m.]:
Judging by the contribution of the honourable[Interruptior]
member for Gosford, honourable members would
not want him defending them in any court case or Members opposite will not be sitting on this
representing them on any civil or criminal matter.side of the House after 27 March because the
The irony is that not only is the honourable membehonourable member for Gosford is plotting their
a lawyer; should coalition members ever sit on thi€lection strategy, as well as trying to manoeuvre the
side of the House the honourable member woulteadership moves of the honourable member for
represent Mr Hannaford, as Attorney General, in thitane Cove and the Leader of the Opposition and
place. The House has just heard a confused speegiving them legal advice. Given what the honourable
about the common law as it applies to self-defencenember for Gosford said, the honourable member
The honourable member said that people who arer Wakehurst, who is also a lawyer, would never
shopping, driving a taxi or walking down the streetaccept legal advice from the honourable member for
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Gosford. | am sure the honourable member for Mr Hazzard: It sounds like the common law.
Wakehurst has a fair dinkum law degree.
Mr IEMMA: It does. | wonder why the
Mr Hazzard: Two! common law does not apply to shopkeepers,
farmers, taxi drivers and people walking down the
Mr IEMMA: Excellent. The honourable Street. Clause 9 codifies the interpretation placed on
member for Wakehurst should have led for thdhe element of reasonable grounds. It provides that
Opposition in this debate, instead of the honourablhe reasonable grounds requirement shall be
member for Gosford. The honourable member folnterpreted with reference to the position and
Gosford, in a little performance, tried to whip uppPerception of the accused, not with regard to a
fear amongst employees in the workplace, people ipompletely objective analysis. Clause 10 COdIf.Ies the
small business, taxi drivers and farmers. Magicallyonus of proof when self-defence, together with the
centuries of law have given them a right to self-defence of ophers or of property, is at issue. In short,
defence. However, that has gone straight out thide prosecution will bear the onus of dISp!’OVIng the
window: it does not exist. The honourable membeféfence beyond reasonable doubt once it has been
for Gosford will be a hero to all the cab drivers whoraised by the accused.
knock on his door for legal advice. God help the cab o
drivers on the central coast who knock on his door! ~ When self-defence is raised the defendant must

More power to the honourable member for plottingdenuinely raise the issue in evidence. Once the
the coalition's election strategy. One thing that willdéfendant has done so the obligation is then on the

guarantee an increased majority for Labor will béProsecution to disprove the defence beyond
the coaliion's election strategy run by t reasonable doubt. It should be understood that once

honourable member for Gosford. the defendant has raised the issue of .self-defence he
or she does not need to prove anything. Clause 11
clarifies that a person will be immune from criminal
iability for his or her acts, provided he or she acted
awfully in self-defence or in the defence of others

Clause 6 codifies the existing law of self-
defence for occupants of dwellings against intruder%
The person asserting self-defence must honest

believe on reasonable grounds that it was necessa {/ocg;cé?nertsy.areCI(?cl)Jr?]?ne:cle(i) a p;riﬂ\sntdzs etrr;i[n ;fs a
to do what he or she did in self-defence. This® 9 9 P

o ; . result of a confrontation with an intruder, the
definition is balanced in two ways. First, the person -
. .~ gccupant must be brought before the court within
asserting self-defence must have actually believe
nine months.
that the degree of force used was necessary and,

second, that belief must have been based on That will ensure that the matter is dealt with

reasonable grounds. These two elements build 'nﬁgromptly after a person has been charged or other

the Iayv n this area t.he crucial concept .Of roceedings have commenced. Clause 12 clarifies
proportionality. Clause 7 will ensure that an identica hat a person will be immune from civil liability for

test applies to acts undertaken in defence of oth is or her acts, provided he or she acted lawfully in

people. Clause 8 codifies the position in_ rela_ltion Qeit-defence or in the defence of others or property.
defence of property. The common law in th|s_ g bl clarifies the law and turns the judge-made
has been rather unclear. The clause makes it cIe%rW into a form of statute that the community wants.
that an occupant can act in defence of propertys v iqs on the initiative that the Government
prow_ded he or she believes on reasonable_ gro“”%roduced by increasing the maximum penalty for
that it was necessary to do what he or she did. jn,ding into a home knowing that people are inside

from 14 years to 20 years. | support the bill.
[Interruption]

Debate adjourned on motion by Mr
| am pleased that the honourable member fomacCarthy.

Wakehurst is reading the briefing notes provided by
the library, because he will make a much more ASSENT TO BILL
intelligent contribution than the honourable member
for Gosford. | am confident that the honourable Assent to the following bill reported:
member will do that. Again, the defendant must
believe that the degree of force used was necessary.Hamess Racing New South Wales Amendment Bill
The belief must also have been based on reasonable
grounds. It sounds very similar. House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.



