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sideration at our hands, I think that in 
the interests of the public and in the in­
terests of justice, the second reading ought 
to be postponed. l am afmid that the 
other House has sent up bills to "'hich it 
has not given as much consideration as it 
ought to have given. This bill ought to 
have been referred to a select committee 
before it came here, so that eviclencu 
might be taken, not only from employers, 
but also from operative coal-miners, to show 
how it will affect the i11tereRtR of the t.wo 
classes. In that case we should have been 
able to forrn an opinion on the merits of 
the bill; but no select committee has sat. 
It seems to me that if we take action in 
respect to these bills of a character which 
we believe will best promote the interests 
of the persons concerned, we are blamed 
by the other House for interfering with the 
expressed will of the representatives of the 
people. It is not fair to the House that we 
should be treated in this manner. A careful 
inquiry should be made before a bill of this 
kind is sent up. I concur in the view which 
the hon. and learned member, Dr. Garran, 
has Pxpressed on the subject. I. do not 
think I shall be re>ealing any confidence in. 
stating that the1·eare several members of the 
Assembly connected with the coal-mining 
industry who expect the members of the 
Council to give the bill a searching e)):ami­
nation. In fact, they say it contains features 
which, if assented to by the House, will 
materially tend to c;ripple this important 
industry. Under such circumstances, I 
think the bill ought ·to recei,·e the fullest 
consideration. If the Representative of 
the Government will state in what re­
spect the bill differs from the existing 
law, I shall be able to form an opinion 
as to whether or not it should receive my 
assent. 

l\fr. vV. H. SUTTOR : As hon. mem­
bers desire the debate on the second read­
ing to be postponed, I shall have no objec­
tion to an adjournment until this clay week. 
No doubt it is a very important measure. 
I quite admit that I have not clone justice 
to the subject. I had too little time my­
self to go through the bill, and for that 
reason I have not been able to give a. 
fuller explanation of its provisions to the 
House. 

l\Iotion agreed to ; debated adjourned. 

House adjourned at 9·24 p.m. 

11egizlatibe ~zzembl~. 
TVednesdct·!;, 12 November, 1890. 

Publicans Licenses Further Restriction Bill-Dcptwtmcnt 
of Defence-Post nnd Tdcgmph Dcpartment-Lnnds 
Dcpnrtmcnt: Promotions-Telcgrnph ~Iesscngcr Drew 
--Laud Board, Gosford-Railway: Bairnsdalc to New 
South Wales Border-VolunteerArt.illery-Land Agents 
-Unirersity Cutting-Third Headings- Newcastle 
Pasturage Rescrve-i~Irs. Cunynghame-Public Scr· 
,·ice Commission Reports-Papers-Business of the 
House-Disturbance at Clontarf -Pitt-street Fire-· 
Di•lrict Go,·ct'lunent lliii-Ho.rbom· Trusts -N cwcastlc 
Electric Lighting Bill (No. 2)-J. E. l\Ianning-Public 
Works Expenditure-~Iarried Women's Lio.bility Bill 
-Policies of Assur~nce Biii-Cnpital o.nd Labour Com­
mission-Imprisonmrnt for Debt .Amendment Bill­
~lilson's Point Extension Railway Bill (third rellding)­
~Jarrickvillc to Bnrwood Road Railway Bill-Electoral 
Bill-Leprosy Bill-Finnnchl Statement-Auj~m·n· 
mcnt (Compenrlium of Speaker's Rulings-Gosford 
Land Board-L~nd Court.). 

l\ir. SPEAKER took the chair. 

PUBLICANS LICENSES FUP .. THER 
RESTRICTION BILL. 

l\Iessage-recommending the expediency 
of making provision to meet the requisite 
expenses in connection with this bill-read. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE. 
l\fr. TONKIN (for :M:r. THOMPSON) 

asked the CoLONIAL SECRETARY,-(1.) 
Have the Government as yet considerecl 
the matter of establishing a department 
of defence~ (2.) If so, what provision 
bas been made for it~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES answered,_:_ 
This matter has not been considered. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT. 
1\fr. TONKIN (for Mr.· THO)IPsox) 

asked the COLONIAL SECRETARY,-(1.) 
Why has not the report of the Royal Com­
mission on the Post and Telegraph De­
partment been laid upon the table of the 
House~ (2.) When will it be ready for 
hon. members, so as to enable them to 
judge of the estimates for that department 
when submitted~ 

Sir HENRY P A RICES answered,-! 
informed some other bon. member yester­
day that this report should be laicl upon 
the table in a clay or two. It shall be laiJ 
on to-morrow. • 

l\fr. W. STEPHEN asked the CoLONIAL 
SECRETARY,-( I.) What is the nature of 
t.he reorganisation in the department of 

J!f· 
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the Postmaster-General, as notified in the 
Estimates-in-Chieffor 18911 (2.) Has this 
reorganisation been framed in accordance 
with the recommendations made in the re­
port of the Civil Service Inquiry Commis­
sion on the Postal and Telegraph Depart­
ments, handed to the Colonial Secretary 
on 9th 1\iay last1 (3.) When will this 
report, of which, on 19th August, l\Ir. 
lVIcl\1illau, for the Colonial Secretary, said 
"There was no objection to laying the re­
port on the table at ttn early date," be laid 
before Parliament 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES answered,­
( I.) Owing to the augmentation of busi­
ness, it becomes needful to make provision 
for changes in the duties and for altera­
tion in the designation of officers, for in­
crease in the number of officers in some 
grades, and for the concentration of the 
officers in other grades ; and the most 
coil\'enient way of etlecting this is by the 
estimates as submitted to Parliament. 
(2.) I may say that the rPport of the Civil 
Service Inquiry Commission can have had 
nothing to do with these changes, as that 
has not been before the Postmaster-General. 
(3.) As I have already stated, the retnrn 
will Ln laid before Parliament to-morrow. 

LANDS DEPARTMENT: PROMOTIONS. 
Mr. CHANTER (for l\ir. A. BRowN) 

asked the SJWRETARY FOR LA:-ms,-(1.) 
Is it a f.1.ct that a num her of clerks in the 
l1ead office, Sydney, have recei,-ed succes­
sive increases of salary since 1884, amount­
ing in the aggregate in some instances to 
£225, whilst othet• clerks in the country, 
their seniors prior to the Land Act of 1884 
coming into. operation, ha,-e received no 
inct·eases to their sala.ries whatever 1 (2.) 
Is it a fact that the following officers have 
lmd theit· snlat·ies increased at the head 
office in the following ratio :-UnHy, from 
£350 in 1884, to £625 in 1890; Cohen, 
£350 to .£525; De Low, £350 to £475; 
Capper, £350 to £475; Yorke, £300 to 
£3751 (3.) Are the same officers down 
for furthet· ine1·eases in the estimates for 
18911 (4.) Are there any special cir­
cumstances wl1ich warrant the increases 
to officers at Sydney which do not apply 
to officers in the country districts (disre· 
garding the few instances of increases con­
sequent on the hoard's inquiry)~ 

Mr. BRUNKER answered,-(1.) It is 
possible that such differences may exist, 

[lib-. TV. Steplten. 

but this cannot be ascertained without a 
considerable amount of investigation-the 
mere location of an officer does not account 
for difference of salary. In consequence 
of the redistribution of offices, and the 
necessity for new posts created by the act 
of 1884, some officers removed to the coun­
tryno doubt obtained higher positions than 
others of longer service in Sydney, while 
officers in Sydney have been advanced to 
highel' positions than some at present in 
the countl'y. If the hon. member will 
supply the names of officers between 
whom he desires a comparison to be insti­
tuted furthel' information will be obtained; 
but I may mention that length of service 
alone is not always found to ca1·ry with it 
the necessary qualifications for special posi­
tions. ( 2.) Yes, so fat· as most of the offi­
CPrs mentioned are concerned. In the 
case of these officers the salal'ies specified 
as fot· the year 1890 are paid for duties 
attaching to posts not existing in 1884. 
(3.) They Me proposed for such salaries as 
are thought to be fairly adequate to the 
responsibilities of their respective posi­
tions, and such salaries attach to t.he posi­
-tions, whoever may froin time to time oc­
cupy them. I may be permitted to add 
that since the reorganisation of the depart­
ment the officers who have been specially 
named in the questions put have been ap­
pointed Lo occupy more responsible posi­
tions than they have held in the past, and 
the reason for this was that I found con­
siderable delay accruing in the depart­
ment from tl1e fact that the whole of the 
work before it came into my hands had to 
filtet· t.ht·ough the hands of the under­
secretary. I could not understand why 
gentlemen occupying responsiLle positions 
and receiving large salaries attaching to 
theil' offices, should not take upon them­
seh·es the responsibility of giving the pub­
lic such advice as was necessary, and as 
was within their province to gi,·e, and of 
dealing with the cases which came before 
them, and of sending them on dirr.et to 
me, thereby saving a considerable amount. 
of time. ( 4.) There are special circum­
stances which warrant, not only the in­
crease to officers at Sydney over officers 
in the country, but also to officers in the 
country over officers in Sydney, depending 
in either case upon the duties to be per­
formed and the qualifications cf tl:.e oi!i­
cers called upon to fulfil them, 
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TELEGRAPH MESSENGER DREW. 

l\1•·. FRANK FARNELL asked the 
PosTliiASTER-GENERAL,-(1.) Has the case 
of the death of a telegraph messenger 
n1tmecl Drew, who was killed by the horse 
he was riding having fallen on him, been 
brought under his notice, with a view to 
awarding Drew's mothet· something ::ts 
compensation for the loss of her son 1 (2.) 
Is he aware that Drew was the principal 
support of l1is widowed mother? ( 3.) Is it 
not a fa,ct that tlH\ horse Drew w:u; a.llottcd 
to ride had thrown other boys before, and 
that it was so spirited that very few of 
the messengers would ride it 1 ( 4.) Does 
he intend to take into consideration the 
whole circumstances, with a view to re­
lieving :Mrs. Drew, and awarding her rea­
sonable compensation 1 

1\fr. D. O'CONNOR ttnswered,-As I 
have already informed the hon. member for 
Hartley, who first brought this matter under 
my notice, I h::tve delayed answering these 
questions, so that I might base time to 
investigate the matter. (1.) Yes. (2.) It 
is so stated in a lettet· fwrn herself. (3.) 
No; the. pony he was riding was not iden­
tical with the one referred to. ( 4.) It is 
reported to me that the unfortunate lad 
was alone to blame for the accident; but 
I have taken the matter into consideration, 
and decided to allow :Mrs. Drew £100. 

LAND BOARD, GOSFORD. 
l\Ie. STEVENSON asked the SECRE­

TARY E'OR LANDs,-(1.) Has any meeting 
of the land board been held at Gosford 
since the 18th April, 1890 1 (2.) Have 
numerous selections been taken up in the 
Gosford land district during the last six: 
months 1 (3.) Is he aware that selectors 
are prevented from residing and making 
improvements pending the continuation of 
their applications to conditionally pur­
chase~ ( 4.) Is it intended that the land 
board shall hold any further meetings at 
Gosforcl for the transaction of land busi­
ness? (5.) In view of the great incon­
venience to selectors, will he communicate 
with the board with the object of fixing a 
meeting at an eat·ly elate 1 

Mt·. BRUNKER answerecl,-(1.) No. 
(::l.) There haYe been eleven applications 
for conditional purchases made since the 
lst May last. (3.) I am not aware, lJnt 
under the 12th clause of the Crown Lands 

Act of 1889 all the conditional purchasers 
above mentioned are at liberty to enter 
upon the land immediately itfter applica­
tions l1aYe been made. (4.) Yes. (5.) 
Yes. 

RAIL\VAY: BAIHNSDALE TO NJ;JW 
SOUTH WALES BORDER. 

:Mr.M.ILLER a~ked the SECRETARY FOR 
PunLIC vVomrs,-(1.) Has he received any 
communication from the Victorian Go­
vernment in referencR t.o t.be extension of 
the Victorian railway from Bairnsdale to 
the New South vVales border; if so, will 
he kindly inform the House of the nature 
of such communication~ (2.) I£ not, will 
lte t<tke an early opportunity of communi­
cating with the Government of Victoria 
with a view of determining on the point 
of juncture, as well as the speedy comple­
tion of the two lines, to form a second or 
alternate route between the capitals of this 
and the adjoining colony of Victoria~ 

Mr. BRUCE SMITH answered,-(1.) 
No such communication has been received. 
(:1) I cannoL vrumise that the Govern­
ment will enter into any such correspond­
ence at present. The intention of continu­
ing the -railway beyond Cooma was based 
upon the supposition that the Victorian 
Government were about to push on with 
the completion of their railway to the New 
South \Vales border; but, as there seems 
no such intention at present, the matter 
can well be suspended for a time, until 
the Victorian railw~LY policy is definitely 
known. 

VOLUNTEER ARTILLERY. 

"Mr. WILLIS (for l\1r. ScHEY) asked 
the CoLONIAL SECRETARY,-(1.) Has he 
received a report from the military autho­
rities who were appointed some time ago 
to investigate and report upontbe alleged 
hooting of certain labourers by a portion 
of the Volunteer Artillery~ (2.) If so, 
has he come to any decision on the matter 1 
(3.) If so, what steps, if any, does ·he in­
tend to take in the matted ( 4.) ·will he 
take steps to see that in any action which 
may be taken, the innocent are carefully 
distinguished from the guilt.y? (5.) If no 
decision has yet been arrived at, when will 
the matter be decided~ 

Sie HENRY PARKES answered,-.I 
had some conversation to-day on this sub­
ject with the general commanding. I au~ 
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to have a memorandum from this officer, 
and a further conl'ersation with him to­
morrow, when the matter will be decided. 

LAND AGENTS. 
M1·. EWING (for 1\'Ir. CRUICKSHANI{) 

asked the SECRETARY FOR LANDS,-\Vi!l 
he take into consideration the necessity of 
immediately giving instructions to land 
agents to insert the amount of interest and 
principal due by selectors in the receipts 
when the annual instalments are paid ~ 

:Mr. BRUNKER answered,-This mat­
ter has already received careful considera­
tion, and, in the public interest, it would 
be very undesirable to alter the present 
form of receipt. The land agents, how­
ever, are instructed, when balances are 
tendered, to furnish full information re­
specting the amounts clue. 

UNIVERSITY CUTTING. 
1\Ir. BRUCE SMITH: Perhaps I may 

be allowed to reply to a question asked 
yesterday by the hon. member for West 
Sydney, Mr. Abigail, in reference to the 
University cutting at the Glebe. The 
hon. member asked me whether I was 
aware that in consequence of an excava­
tion at the proposed retaining wall at the 
Glebe t.he verandah of one of the houses 
had fallc>n ~ I find on inquiry that owing 
to the unskilful work of the foreman for 
the contractor who has undertaken the 
work, part of the embankment did tumble 
in ; but the foreman has been dismissed 
and has been replaced by a more suitable 
man this morning, and whatevet• damage 
has been done, I believe, has by this time 
been rectified. 

Mr. ABIGAIL : I am glad to find that 
the work has been commenced. 

TIDRD READINGS. 
The following bills were read the third 

time:-
·wagga ·wagga Cattle Sale-yards Bill. 
Tumut School of Arts Site Sale Rill. 
Berry Municipal District Nanling Bill. 

NEWCASTLE PASTURAGE RESERVE. 
Ordered (on motion by ·J.VIr. l\IELVILLE) : 

That there be laid upon the table of this House 
copies of all papers, letters, affidavits, and 
minutes connected with the ~ranting of portions 
1,645 and 1,646, of the Newcastle Pasturage 
Reserve to the Primitive Methodist Connection 
at Adamstown. 

[Sir Henry Pcwkes. 

~IRS. CUXYNGHA:\1E. 
Mr. CRICK : A question was asked on 

my behalf by the bon. member for Bourke, 
~fr. ·willis, as follows :-

As the legal costs and expenses in connection 
with the select committee uppointed to inquire 
into the case of Mrs. Cunynghame have not yet 
been paid, will l1e promise that the sume wiH 
not be paid until approved by this House? 

Si>· Henry Parl.-es answereLI,-I really know 
nothing about the matter to which the question 
refers, but certainly no money will be paid with­
out the knowledge of this House. 

I may remind the Colonial Secretary that 
this had been the subject of two previous 
questions, and it refers to the legal costs 
incurred by a Government officer in con­
nection with his defence before a select 
committee appointed to inquire into the 
case of 1\frs. Cunynghame. I should like 
to have it clearly stated by the Premier 
that these costs will not be paid until sub­
mitted to and approved of by this House. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : Are they legal 
costs in some action~ 

Mr. CRICK : They are the legal costs 
incurred by the Director of Asylums in 
appearing before the select committee ap­
pointed to inquire into the case of Mrs. 
Cunynghame. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : W oulcl not those 
be expenses 1 · 

1\fr. CRICK : vVe generally call all that 
the lawyers get costs. 'l'hey rank higher 
than expenses. I wish that there should 
be no misunderstanding, and that the at­
torney's costs incurred by the Director of 
Asylums will not be paid until sanctioned 
by this House. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I cannot say 
that at this moillent. The bon. member 
will, perhaps, put his question on Tuesday 
next. 

lVIr. CRICK : That will be the fourth 
time ! 

PUBLIC SERVICE Co:\:DIISSION 
REPORTS. 

1\fr. TRAILL : I wish to ask the Colo­
nial Secretary whether, in order that hon. 
members may have all proper information 
before them, he will lay upon the table 
before the estimates are dealt with all the 
reports of the Pnblic Service Inquiry Com­
mission which have been sent in up to the 
present time 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES : There is no 
objection whatever. 
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PAPERS. 
:.'11inisters laid on the table the following 

papers:-
Copies of Gaz~tte notices, setting forth the 

mode in which it is proposed to deal with the 
dedication of certain lands, in accordance with 
the provisions of the 105th section of the act 48 
Victoria, No. 18. 

Abstract of Crown lands authorised to be 
dedicated for public purposes, in accordance 
with the 104th section of the act 48 Victoria, 
No. 18. 

Report of Commission of Im1uiry into the Ci Yil 
Senice upon the General Post Office, ).Ioney 
Order Office, nnd Elec~ric Telegraph Depart­
ment. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. T. WALKER : I desire to ask you, 

Mr. Speaker, a question with reference to 
a motion which I have on the paper pro­
posing that pairs should be reported in 
Hansard. In giving notice of that motion, 
I understood that it would appear as busi­
ness of the Houst>, and would therefore 
take precedence. I notice that it has now 
taken its position among the general no­
tices of motion ; and therefore I shall not 
be able to reach it this RPssion. 

1\Ir. SPEAKER : I will see that the mo­
tion is placed first next sitting d!iy. 

Mr. T. WALKER : It would be more 
convenient for me if it were fixed fot· next 
Wednesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER : It will appear on the 
business-paper to-morrow, and the hon. 
member can then anange to have it fixed 
for vV ednesclay. That cannot now be done, 
because we have gone through the busi­
ness-paper for the purpose of fixing busi­
ness. 

DISTURBANCE AT CLONTARF. 
1\Ir. LYNE : I wish to ask the Minister 

of Justice whether it has been brought 
under his notice that something approach­
ing a riot-at any rate, very considerable 
disorder-took JJlace at Clontarf on Mon­
day last 1 Scenes of the wot·st kind were 
witnessecl, and among those present were 
many young girls. It took place in the 
presence of Sub-Inspector Broderick, Sub­
Inspector Hyam, and a number of other 
persons who were helpless to take any 
action to prevent those scenes. The pro­
moters of the Foresters' picnic, which was 
being held there, were also powerless to 
do anything with a mob of roughs called 
the "Gipps-street push," who were there. 
I am told that these scenes took place in 

and about the hotel which is at Clontarf, 
and that they would not haYe taken place 
had it not been for the ch·ink supplied by 
the publican, who, I think, is named 
Moore. I ask the l\1inister of Justice 
whether thiE? has been represented to him ; 
and, if it has not, whether he will make 
inquiries of those two inspectors I have 
referred to; and, if what I have stated is· 
true, whether he or the Colonial Secretary 
will have l\Ir. 1\Ioore's license cancelled, 
anrl whether he will see if these scenes~ 
which are descriLed by an eye-witness as 
being of the worst character, cannot be 
put a stop to1 

1\'lr. GOULD : The matter has not 
come under my notice, nor do I believe it 
has come under the notice of the Colonial 
Secretary, who has charge of the adminis­
tration of the Police Department. As the 
administration of the Licensing Act comes 
within the Department of Justice, I will 
cause inquiry to be made in regard to the 
representations concerning Mr. Moore's 
hotel. I£ there has been conduct of the 
disgraceful character indicated I have no 
doubt it will be brought Lefore the bench 
by the police authorities. 

PITT-STREET FIRE. 
l\Ir. LEES : I desire to ask the Minis­

ter of Justice, without notice, whether he 
has any objection to lay on the table 
copies of the depositions taken at the 
coronial inquiry as to the cause of the late 
fire in Pitt-street. 

J\1r. GOULD: If the hon. gentleman 
will place a motion on the notice-paper in 
the usual way I have no doubt it will be 
accepted as being of a formal chat·acter. 

DISTRICT GOVERN).'JENT BILL. 
1\Ir. J. WILKINSON : I desire to ask 

the Colonial Secretary if it is the intention 
of the Government to proceed with the 
Local Government Bill this session 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES : If the hon. 
member will promise me that by proceed­
ing I shall be successful I shall certainly 
proceed. 

l\Ir. J. WILKINSON : If that is all 
the Colonial Secretary wants I have much 
pleasure in making the promise. 

HARBOUR TRUSTS. 
1\Ir. NICOLL : I wish to ask the Colo~ 

nial Treasuret· whether it is his intention 
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to bring in a bill for the establishment of 
a harbour trust for the ports of Sydney and 
Newcastle, this or next session 1 

Mr. McMILLAN: The matter has had 
the attention of the Government, but there 
is little chance of the bill being introduced 
this session. 

Mr. NICOLL : \Vill it be introduced 
next session 1 

l\1 r. McMILLAN : I hope so. 

NE\VCASTLE ELECTRIC LIGHTING BILL 
(No.2). 

Report of select committee presented. 

J. E. MANNING. 
1\Ir. CRICK : In view of the fact that 

tl1e report of the select committe appointed 
r . to inquire into the case of Mr. J. E. 
· .•• 1\'Ianning, chairman of the licensing bench 

1

'·"- . . , at Ryde, has been laid on the table, I 
~- desire to ask the Minister of Justice 
· whether he will not reappoint Mr. Man­

ning until the House has had an oppor-

I· 

tunity of dealing with the report 1 
Mr. GOULD : I can hardly enter into 

any question as to the finding of the com­
mittee of inquiry respecting Mr. Manning. 
I may state that as Ryde comes within the 
Parramatta licensing district, for which it 
is necessary to appoint the police magis­
trate as chairman of the licensing benf'!h, 
t11at gentleman will be appointed in place 
of 1\fr. 1\Ianning when the new appoint­
ments are made. 

PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURE. 
1\'h. L YNE : I desire to ask the Colo­

l.lial Treasurer whether he will lay on the 
table the schedules of public works expen­
diture, so that, when the estimates are 
again considered, hon. members may have 
an opportunity of knowing what money 
it is intended to spend on public works 1 

1\ir. 1\IcWULLAN : I can inform the 
hon. member that the schedules will be 
ready when we deal with the estimates. 
Of course, we have not finished the finan­
cial debatfl yet. 

Mr. LYNE : \Vhy can we not have 
them now1 

1\'Ir. McMILLAN : I will have them 
ready as soon as possible. 

l\1r. L YNE : I would point out that it 
is very necessary that we should have them 
whilst the financial debate is going on. 

r llfr. J.Yicoll. 

Mr. McMILLAN : I will consult my 
colleagues to-morrow, and I will have them 
ready as soon as possible. 

MARRIED 'WOMEN'S LIABILITY BILL. 
Bill received from the Legislative Coun­

cil, and (on motion by Mr. Frank Farnell) 
read the first time. 

POLICIES OF ASSURANCE BILL. 
Bill received from the Legislative Coun­

cil, ::mel (on motion by Mr. Frank Farnell) 
read the first time. 

CAPITAL AND LABOUR COMMISSION. 
1\fr. ABIGAIL : I desire to direct the 

attention of the Colonial Secretary to a 
paragraph in a newspaper, with the view 
of asking a question. The paragraph is 
headed "Conflict between Capital and 
Labour," and is as follows :-

·within the next few days the Government 
will fulfil its promise by appointing a royal com­
mission to take evidenctl, and report upon the 
causes, of conflicts between capital and labour. 
The commission is to be composed of some 
t1velve or fourteen members representing both 
interests concerned. The duty of the commis­
sion will be to ascertain the best mode of pre­
Yenting or mitigating the consequence of strikes, 
from an economical standpoint; to learn what 
bas been accomplished by measures devised in 
other countries by boards of conciliation or 
similar bodies ; to obviate extreme steps in trade 
disputes ; and to consider and rP.port on the 
whole subject. 

I wish to ask whether the paragraph con­
tains a correct Yersion of the action of the 
Government, and whether it is intended 
to investigate the cause and effects of the 
late strike~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES : The Govern­
ment have thought of appointing, at a very 
early date, a commission of the character 
to which that paragraph refers, and of 
course it will, to some extent, go into the 
circumstances of the late strike; but its 
object is far larger and more reaching­
to make an inquiry into the whole ques­
tion of strikes, and the proposed remedies 
for mitigation. 

l\1r. ABIGAIL: I should like further 
to ask the Colonial Secretary whether he 
will instruct the Statistical Department to 
proceed to collect information with regard 
to the strikes that ha vr~ taken place in the 
colony1 I would point out that this comse 
has been adopted in the United States of. 
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-America, with great advantage to both in­
terests involved in the strikes. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : While the 
Cabinet are contemplating the appoint­
ment of this commission, I can take no 
·step to indicate their proceedings; but sup­
posing the commission, when appointed, 
should. require the instrumentality of the 
·Government to obtain information of that 
kind, or any other, it would be extended 
to their inquiries. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT All-lEND· 
MENT BILL. 

Mr. DJBBS : I wish to ask- the Minis­
ter of Justice whether he is prepared to 
keep his promise and to lay upon the table 
to-night the bill with reference to im­
prisonment for debt which he promised 
this day week~ 

Mr. GOULD : I wili lay the bill on the 
table in the course of the evening. 
· At a later stctge, 

Bill presented, by Mr. Gould, and read 
·the first time. 

MILSON'S POINT EXTENSION RAILIVAY 
BILL. 

THIHD READING. 

Question-That the bill be now read 
the third time-put. The House divided: 

Ayes, 56; noes, 17 ; majority, 39. 

Abbott, Joseph 
Abbott, W. E. 
Abigail, F. 
Allen, A. 
Ball; E. J. 
Barbour, R. 
Brunker, J. N. 
Burns, J. F. 
Carruthers, J. H. 
Clubb, G. 
Colis, T. 
Cooke, H. H. 
Cruickshank, G. A. 
Cullen, J. F. 
Dalton, T. 
Dowel, I·V. S. 
Ewing, T. T. 
Farnell, Frank 
Fuller, G. IV. 
Garrard, J. 
G:arvan, J. P. 
Gould, A. J. 
Rassall, T. H. 
H<twken, N. 
Hawthorne, J. S. 
Holborow, IV. H. 

AYES. 

Lees, S. E. 
McCourt, ·w. 
McFarlane, J. 
McMillan, W. 
:i\folesworth, E. IV. 
Nicoll, B. B. 
O'Sullivan, E. IV. 
Parkes,. Sir Henry 
Paul, vV. H. 
Perry, J. 
Plumb, J. 
Ritchie, R. A. 
Scobie, R. 
Smith, Bruce 
Smith, Fmnk J. 
Smith, S. 
Stephen, W. 
Taylor, H. 
Tonkin, J. E. 
Tui·ner, E. IV. 
Wall, W. C. 
IVheeler, J. · 
IVilkinson, R. B. 
1\Tright, F. A. 
Young, J. H. 

Hutchison ( C'ctnterbnry) Telle1·s, 
Kidd, J. Ross, Dr. A. 
Lee, C. A. Street, J. R. 

NOES. 

Barnes, J. F. Lyne, IV. J. 
Clmnter, J. :1\:f. Miller, G. T. C. 
Creer, J. Torpy, J. 
Crick, IV. P. './.'mill, IV. H. 
Curley, J. IValker, T. 
Dibbs, G. R. Willis, IV. N. 
Fitzgerald, R. G. D. 'l'ellm·s, 
Gormly, J. Hutchison (Glen Innes) 
Howe, J. P. IVilkinson, J. 

Question so resolved in the aflirmati ve. 
Bill read the third time. 

:i\fARRICKVILLE TO BURWOOD ROAD 
RAILWAY BILL. 

In Committee: 
Mr. BRUCE SMITH rose to move: 

That it is expedient to bring in tt bill to sanc­
tion the construction of a line of railway from 
Marrickville to the Bm·woocl Road. 

He. said: !he_unusual vicissitudes through·...... . 
whiCh this bill has passed are I think 

• ' ' J suflicwnt testimony _to its importance, be- · ..... _ -~. 
cause I do not thmk that any bill for :' 
many years past has, in our Parliament, - · 
gone through snch a strange career as this 
hill has gone through. Tlmt it is now before 
the _House with every prospect of being 
earned by an overwhelming majority if a 
division is necessary -- ' 

Mr. OmcK: A division will be neces­
sary! 

Mr. BRUCE SMITH :Is the stronaest 
evidence I can offer of its importa~ce. 
Hon. members know very well that a bill 
identical with t.bis, with the exception of 
one or two alterations which I shall men­
tion in a moment, has passed this Cham· 
bet· in the ordinary way and has been 
before the Legislative Council. The ·pro­
posal which it authorised to be carried 
out was originally negatived by a majority 
of one in the Public \Vorks Committee. 
It was reconsidered by that committee· 
and then affirmed by a ma:jority of one. I 
think the fact of the committee reconsidei'­
ing the matter a.ncl altering their 'orirrinal 
opinion is, as in the case of theN orth Shore 
railway, a strong testimony to its merit9 
because it is scarcely in human nature t~ 
change one's opinions when they have 
been so publicly expressed, as were the 
opinions of the Public ·works Committee. 

.Nevertheless, the work was approved by 
that committee. It then came before the 
House, and hon. Ii1embers will recollect 
that. it was discussed at very great length. 
I thmk the debate 01i one occasion lasted 
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from six to eight hours, and every possible 
merit and demerit of the proposal was laid 
before ·the House. The measure passed 
by overwhelming majorities, and went to 
the Legislative Council, and it is at this 
point that I wish to say a word in order 
to explain the reason of its being before 
the House now. Between the time of the 
work going before the Public Works Com­
mittee, and its being submitted to the 
House in the form of a bill, a suggestion 
was made by the railway commissioners 
that instead of a single line of railway, a 
double line should be laid down. That 
involved an extra expenditure of about 
£20,000, being the difference between 
£90,250 and £110,000. It was my in­
tention to have made that alteration in 
Committee, but as the increase in the amount 
from £90,250 to £110,000 was made in 
the bill in its original form, the point was 
taken in the Legislati,-e Council-and that 
point has been taken several times ; I am 
not prepared now to test it, because it; is 
not necessary-that inasmuch as the Public 
'Vorks Committee had only approved a 
work estimated to cost £90,250, it was not 
open to the Government to introduce a bill 
involving a larger expenditure, although it 
was admitted that the bill could have been 
introduced to authorisP- the expenditure of 
thfl sum approved by the Public Works 
Committee, and could have been altered in 
Committee afterwards. .For that reason 
theLegislati,-e Council thought fit to amend 
the money part of the bill by altering it 
from £110,000 to £90,250; and in order 
to make sure that the promises which had 
been made by various landowners in the 
vicinity of the railway Jo give their land 
should be carried out, the Council thought 
fit also to introduce a provision making 
the construction of the line conditional 
upon certain persons named in the clause 
giving the land. The Government thought 
fit to put the bill under the table in conse­
quence of the alteration in the money 
clause, and I am quite sure there are not 
half a dozen members in the House who 
will demur at that step. 'Ve are now 
nimply reintroducing the measure, as it 
has been passed three times over by the 
House, and the various merits of the pro­
posal have been so fully discussed in the 
House that it is not necessary for me now 
to repeat them. 

1\:Ir. LYNE : Is this the same bill 1 
[ M1·. BTuce SmitA. 

1\Ir. BRUCE SJUITH: I am introduc­
ing exactly the same bill that I introduced 
before. 

Mr. O'SULLIYAN : 'Vithout the land 
conditions ! 

Mr. BRUCE SMITH: A clause was in­
serted by the Legislative Council, which is 
an addition to the bill as it was passed by 
this House; but as it makes the construc­
tion of the railway conditional upon the 
land being given, I· am sure the House 
will be more favourable to the bill than it 
w~s.even on the previous occasion. With 
regard to the reduction in the amount, I 
can assure the Committee that the reduc­
tion would not be made unless it were 
found that the work could be constructed 
for the amount. Since the proposal was 
originally before the House, a slight devia­
tion in the line has been made which les­
sens the cost, and I find that with the ad­
ditional 10 per cent. over the authorised 
amount which the Public VT orks .Act em­
powers the Minister to spend, the double 
line, as originally suggested by the rail­
way commissioners, can be carried out for 
the reduced amount, as approved by the 
Legislative Council. So that, with those 
two exceptions, both of which I am sure 
will be favourably recei,·ed by the House 
-the assurance that the land will be given, 
and the further assurance that the work 
can be clone for about £20,000 less than 
was originally computed-this bill is a fac­
simile of the one which we have already 
passed. 

Mr. LYNE : WhaL is the proposec\ de­
viation of the line 1 

1\lr. BRUCE Sl\IITH: It is very slight. 
I will show it to the hon. member on the 
plan. 

Question proposed. 
Mr. CH.ANTER intended to oppose 

the bill from the very outset. There was 
no necessity whatever for this railway. It 
would go through a district already well 
served by railway communication. On 
looking 0\"er the report there were certain 
suspicious and peculiar circumstances in 
connection with the persistent advocacy of 
this line. The Public Works Committee 
and the railway commissioners were speci­
ally appointed· to deal with these matters, 
and they were supposed to report to the 
House as to the necessity or otherwise of 
dealing with specific lines. What did we 
find in t.his case with regard to the Public 
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\Yorks Committee~ After taking evidence 
and carefully considering the matter, the 
Public Works Committee determined that 
it was not expedient at the present time 
that the railway should be made. Then, 
strange to say, about a month afterwards 

·two members of the committee who were 
not present when the resolution was ar-
rived at, managed to get the committee 
to reopen the question, and, as far as he 
could ascertain, without any reason what­
e>er, the committee changed its opinion 
and affirmed tho cxpedieucy of construct­
ing the line. \Vhat did the railway com­
missioners say with regard to the pro-· 
posal1 They said prac'.;ically that there 
was no necessity whatever for the line, 
and they said further that the annual cost 
of its wotking 'vould be over £9,000 per 
annum, while the estimated revenue per 
annn\ll would be about £3,000, making 
an annual loss upon the line of '£6,000. 
Thig 4-~- miles of railway was to cost 
£90,250, or between£19,000 and £20,000 
a mile ; and it ran parallel for a consider­
able distance with the Dulwich Hill tram­
way. Thin cstimale was exclusive of the 
compensation which would have to be paid 
for the land resumed. The line therefore 
would be very cxpensiYe, and would bene­
fit only a few persons who were already 
comparatively well served. Hundreds of 
thousands of persons in country districts 
were not only refused railways where they 
could be constructed for less than £2,000 
a mile, but were refused permission to con­
struct them themselves. Among the rea­
soris urged against the line, and mentioned 
in the report of the Public \Vorks Com-
mittee, were the following :- · 

(I.) The construction of the line will cost 
£19,000 per mile. 

(2.) The complete loop-line to Liverpool, ac­
cording to the report of the railway commission­
ers, would not to any appreciable extent relieve 
the traffic on the Great Southern Railway. 

(3.) The line from Marrickville to the Bur­
.woocl Road will run for about a mile almost 
parallel to, and within a short space of, the Dul­
wich Hill tramway. 
. (4.) .A portion of the district through ~'·hich 
the proposed liue will go is r.lreacly served to a 
certain extent by the extension of the tramway 
to Dulwich Hill, ancl by the railway to the 
western suburbs. 

It might be expedient to conskuct the 
line some years hence ; but it certainly 
was not expedient to do so at the present 
,time, when railways were so urgently re-

quired in other parts of the colony. He 
appealed to country members to vote 
against the proposal upon the ground that 
the district to be served by the railway 
was already 'Yell served, and that the 
money could be expended with much better 
advantage in districts in remote· portions 
of the colony. The evidence given before 
the Public \Vorks Committee showed that 
the proposed line ran for a mile parallel 
with the Dulwich Hill tramway, which 
was pract-ically a railwny. 

Mr. CARHUTHERS : The hon. member 
had better visit the locality before he 
speaks on the subject ! · 

Mr. CHANTER was not surprised at 
the hon. gentleman's inte1;jection; but he 
could tell him that he himself would not 
feel at all proud of having obtained a 
line for <tny portion of the district he re­
presented in the manner in which this line 
was obtained. If it were parliamentary 
to use the term "log-rolling," he should 
say that no railway proposal had ever 
come before this House in connection with 
which more logrolling Lad taken place. 

The CHAIR~IAN : The hon. member is 
disorderly in the observation he is making. 

1\:Ir. CHANTER did not hesitate to 
say that the passing of this bill by the 
Assembly would practically defeat the 
spirit of the Public Works Act, which said 
distinctly that when a proposal had been 
once rejected by the Pt1blic \Vorks Com­
mittee the question should not be re­
opened for a term of twelve months. This 
proposal, however, bad been rejected and 
affirn1ed by the committee within one 
month. 

Mr. TONKIN : Nothing of the sort ! 
Mr. CHANTER found that the first 

vote was taken in the committee on the 
19th December, 1889. On that occasion 
eleven members of the committee voted on 
the motion approving of the construction 
of the railway, the "ayes" being Dr. 
Garran, Mr. Humphery, l\1r. Trickett, 
Mr. Tonkin,· lVIr. Dowel; and the "noes," 
Mr. Abbott, Mr. Lackey, Mr. Cox, Mr. 
Copeland, Mr. O'Sullivan, and Mr. C. A. 
Lee. Mr. Lackey moved : 

That the committee clo not consider it expe­
dient that the proposed railway from Marrick· 
ville to Burwood Road, as referred to the com­
mittee by the Legislative Assembly, be carried 
out. 
Mr. Copeland seconded the motion, and 
it was passed on the following eli vision :-

• 

-· ~ 
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Ayes; :,l\h. Abbott, l\fr. Lackey, l\ir. Co'x, • in ~'t country district to ena,ble settlers to 
l\fr. Copeland, l\ir. O'Sullivan, and Mr. C. A. send their produce to market. He would 
Lee; noes: Dr. Garran, 1\ir. Humphery, vote against this bill at every stage. 
Mr. Trickett, Mr. Tonkin, and Mr. Dowel. Mr. TONKIN wished to contradict and 
However, on the 18th February, 1890, explain certain statements made by the 
another vote was taken, the aye:s' being: hon. member for The Murray, which must 
Dr. Garran, 1\ir. Humphery, Mr. Trickett, have been made owing to ignorance, as he 
l\11-. Garrard, Mr. Tonkin, Mr. Dowel, was sure the hon. member would not wil~ 
andl\fr. Hurley; and the noes: 1\ir. Ab- fully mislead. He stated that the Public 
bott, Mr. Lackey, l\fr. Cox, 1\ir. Copeland, 'Works Committee agreed to a report by a 
Mr. O'Sullivan, andl\ir. C. A. Lee.- It majority against this railway. The fact 
was clear th::tt some great influence had was that a 1;esolution was carried ::tt a 
been brought to bear upon the committee · meeting of the committee against the rail­
to reopen the matter when t\vo gentlemen -way ; but the report was not actually 
who ":ere absent· from their duties on the brought before the committee,· conse' 
first occasion-~ir. Hurley and 1\ie. Gar- quently the investigation was not closed. 
rat'd-were peesent, the motion being The Milson's Point railway was an in­
affirmed by a bai·e majority of one. The stance of what he meant. The repoet was 
bill was subsequently agreed t,o in this received by the committee on that rail­
Chamber and sent to the Legislative way; and they adopted a report antagon­
Council, where it was practically r~jected. istic to that railway in the first instance. 
The Minister now proposed to accept the Afterwards, and before the report '\\;as 
amendments of the Legislative Council, and· placed before this House,· a notification 
the'reintroduction of the bill in his opinion was received from the railway commis­
was opposed to the spirit of the Public sioners and the Secretary for Public Works 
'Vorks Act. The proceedings of the Com- that further information bad been received 
mitLee themselves were also opposed to · showi11g tl}at, in addition to passenger 
the spirit of the act ; because, if the com- traffic, there would be a certain amount of 
mittee were to be allowed to alter their goods traffic, which might cause the com­
decision from time to tip1e as they mittee to arrive at another decision. The 
thought fit, we might as well do awa.y committee immediately decided that, as 
with the committee alt,ogether. The rail- they had drawn uptheir report and adopted 
way commissioners had someLl1ing to say it, they could not reopen the case. In 
with regard to this matter, and they this case, as the report was not adopted; 
dearly told.t.he House that there would be further evidence could be taken. It was 
a loss of over £6,000 per yeat· on this line. ·not necessat'y to do that; but when two 
'Ve had appointed these gentlemen to ~ther members came into the committe~ 
make our railways pay; and yet we de- room, it was decided to put the question to 
liberately thrust a ~-ail way on their shoul- -the vote again, and the resolution was car­
ders' which they said would not pay. By- ried. Those were the absolute facts. ·with 
and-by ·we should be hla.ming them fol' regard to the line paying, if the bon. gentle­
maladministering the railways. He did mat~ wouldcarefullygo~hrough the evidence 
not kr1ow what· country members were ·Jte would find that it bad ·been clearly 
going to do; but he knew that the_ country 'shown, as it had been shown in the House 
distl-icts, especially the southern and south- fifty times over, that even the railway 
western districts, wanted railways. There commissioners had made an error in theit· 
were no factories along this line, and it estimate of the returns. It had been 
would have to depend upon the passenger shown conclusively by reliable people that 
traffic, and ib had been 'shown that this even the 'bus traffic was twice as_ much as 
railway would have the effect of robbing it had been estimated by the railway com.­
railways and tramways already in exist- missioners. The evidence showed clearly 
'ence. The people of this district. could that the railway would pay fl'Om the stal't. 
\vell'afford to·wait fol' a time, as they had The bon. member for The-Murray, being 
.railways and tramways within short dis- · a· country member, w·ould naturally ol:r 
tances, and the money to he spent on this ject to unnecessary expenditure of money 
railway COUld . be· 1i10re advai)tageously around the metropolis, particularly if it 
'Spent in making 40 or 50 miles of rail way -would be an injury to the country districts. 

[ :J.£1·. Chante1·. 
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H~ would b'e \vith the hon. member 1n ·.Mr. HuTcmsoN (Gante?·bm:!fj) :· N:ot s·o 
taking that view; but in this instunce much as a .Jine running from Arncliffe·! 
he was satisfied that it could be shown Mr. McRAE: 'The line was not wanted, 
conclusively that this railway, immediately whether it ran from Arncliffe or Marrick­
it was opened, would be a paying line. ville. If the railway were required at all 
There was not a suburban ·line around it would be f<tr better to have the junction 
Sjdney which was not paying a handsome at Arncliffe; it was fa.r better to ·have 
dividend, and paying to make up in great such a junction as that than a junction in 
measure for the loss 011 the hon. gentle- .a swamp 'vhich 'va.s not fit for habitation. 
man's own railway.· The N arrandera to He could guarantee that the ablest mecli-
J erilderie railway involved ::m annual loss cal men in the city would condemn the :.~;it 
of £35,000. juucliun. No doubt, when the line was ... 

Mr. LAKJmAN : That is not the hon. · constructed, . people would spend their 
member's railway! money in settlement, for the simple reason 

Mt·. TONKIN thought tha.t it was in that they would desire to make money. 
the hon. member's constituency; at any Men would travel tens of thousands of 
rate, it was one of the· country rail ways miles to make money ; and they would 
which the hon. gentleman advocated, and build at this place, although they might 
.instead of tlmt railway being a feeder it know thn.t by so doing they would not im­
was a bleeder. prove their health.. A great deal h:1d 

Mr. KIDD did not think it was reason- been said in reference to .the evidence of 
able to discuss the merits of a bill on the the ex-commissioner for railways. That 
motion for .its introduction. lie did not gentlemen recommetided the .expenditure, 
think a matter of this kind should be dis- notwithstanding the fact that the district 
cussed on tlie motion for considering the ·wasalready served by two railways and a . 
e.x.p~di~ucy uf bringing in the bill. The tramway. And yet, for a similar reason, 

· 'House had already committed itself to the he opposed the extension of the railway 
bill,· and he did not sec the necessity of .fr.om Ot·ow's Nest to Milson's Point. He 
wasting further time over it. contei1detl that under these circumstances 

Mr. McRAE thought that if hon. mem- the evidence of the ex-comn-iissioner fot· 
bers received .a little enlightei1ment on the railways must be considerably discountf'd. 
subject they might alter theie opinions in ·The principal argument in favour of th·e 
regard to th.e construction· of the mil way, loop-line from St. Peters to Liverpool was 
and save the country an expenditure of that it would relieve the main line of the 
money which could not be 1ookecl upon as southern· t'raffic, since it was thought that 
justifiable. Theillawarrarailway tmversecl the vast traffic. of the north, south, and 
the.eastern boundary of Canterbury; the west would be too heavy for that line. 
Great ·western Railway ran along the .But since the railway betwe'cn Sydney 

·itorthern boundary; ana in the very heart and Liverpool had been duplicated; there 
of Canterbury itself .a tramway, which was no necessity for a railway between 
answeredallthepurposes of transit, existed. Marrickville and Liverpool. He should 
'The district was more highly favoured by not so seriously obje.ct to the proposal be­
the state than any other district within fore the Committ.ee, if it were to construct 
the metropolis. The time had arri,·ed when ·a railway to Liverpool, or beyond Liver­
hon. members ought to consider whether pool, for the purp<;>se of lessening the joui·­
railways, when constructed, would open up ney from Melbourne; but lJC objected to 
the country for settlement. There would a junction at :Nlarrickvillc, because that 
be some justification for extending a rail- district was not fit fot· human habita­

·way through a country which was suscep- tion. After a heavy.downfall of rain, there 
tible of development. For the life of him, were .2 or 3 feet of water there, and 'the 
however, he could not understand why Government should not try to stimulate 
money should be voted .for a railway such ·development in such an insanitary place. 
as a branch raihvav from 1\'larrickville to ~e thought that the tiine occupied in op"­
Burwood Road. W ~re he to take a personal posing this expenditure was not wasted. 
interest in the matter, he should vote for He hoped hon. members would consider 
the ·construction of the line, because it ·the enot·mous indebtedness of the country, 
would put money into his pocket. .'and that they would negative the motion. 
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1\Iarrickl•ille had now two railways and a 
tramway, and he thought that the pro­
posed extension, though perhaps not in­
tentionally, was a sop to a certain portion 
of the electorate of Canterbury. 

An RoN. MEMBER : It looks very 
crooked! 

Mr. McRAE said that it did look 
crooked, and he would explain why. 
The bill gave the Minister power to sanc­
tion deviations where necessary, and he 
informed the Committee that between 
Canterbury and the principal line the 
letter " S " was formed. 

The CrrAIRMAX : The hon. member will 
not be in order in discussing the details of 
a bill which is not yet in the possession of 
the Committee. 

1\'Ir. l\IcRAE, for general reasons, hoped 
that the Committee would reject the pro­
posal. He voted for the extension of the 
railway from the Crow's Nest to Milson's 
Point, and in the best interests of the 
community, uecause he was certain that 
it would pay better than any rail way ex­
tension which the House could pass. He 
was confident of that because he knew the 
character of the district which it traversed. 
But therP. was no justification for the line 
proposed. The people of ::\iarrickville had 
not to walk hal£ a mile now to reach 
means of locomotion, and they must be 
getting very lazy if they wanted another 
railway through the district. He could 
not understand the proposal coming before 
the House so often. The Puulic Works 
Committee first rejected it, but after re­
consideration at length approved of it .. 
The U ppet· House threw it out at first, 
but through some manreuvring it was 
again introduced. He used to have great 
faith in the stability and wisdom of tho 
Upper House in reganl to expenditure· 
s11bmitted to them by this House ; but 
he was beginning to lose faith in that 
l)ody. They generally did the right thing, 
but it mysteriously happened on this occa­
sion that, after rejecting the proposal, they 
again entertained it. It might possibly 
be due to softening of the bmin having 
taken place. 

Mr. GARRARD asked if the hon. member 
'for ~Iorpcth was in order in characterising 
the members of the co-ordinate branch of 
this legislature as subject to softening of 
the brain 1 There was a parliamentary 
rule to the effect that the otl_H'r br:mch of 

[ Jb-. McRae. 

the legislature should be spoken of in re­
spectful terms, and was not the hon. mem­
ber's expression very disorderly 1 

The CHAIR~IAN: The hon. member for 
Morpeth was decidedly out of order in 
making any reflection whatever in his re­
marks upon the co-ordinate branch of the 
legislature. 

Mr. McRAE wished to inform the. 
Committee that the residents of Moor­
fields, Kiugsgrove, and Belmore were op­
posed to the abortional section of railway 
proposed, because the route which they 
originally recommended had been altered 
to meet the interests of syndicates and 
land companies. He instanced the Anglo­
Australian Land Company. The late 
Minister of Justice, Mr. W. Clarke, was 
director of that company, and had had a 
good deal to do with altering the position 
of the line. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is 
again out of order in endeavouring to dis­
cuss the details of a bill, of which he can­
not offi.cially have any knowledge at the 
present moment. 

1\Ir. McRAE said that the fundamental 
and essential reason why he opposed the 
project was beca.use the line did not follow 
the route recommended by the people who 
first advocated the extension. ·Nine­
tenths of them were opposed to it because 
it hugged the main railway, and only 
benefited the racecourse. 

The CrrAIR~IAX: The hon. member is 
again out of order, and if he persists in 
the course which he is now taking, and to 
which the Chair has repeatedly called at­
tention, he will bring himself under the 
4th standing order. 

1\Ir. McRAE said he intended to oppose 
this proposed expenditure most strenu­
ously, and thought of becoming an ou­
structionist, though he did not as a rule 
approve of such a proceeding. The ex­
penditure would be most ill-advised, and 
would not redound to the credit of tho 
Government or the House. Why heap 
undue favours in the shape of railway 
communication on one electorate~ He 
could understand the proposal if the dis­
trict only had a tramway ; but it had a 
tramway and two railways. 

Mr. JosEPH ABBOTT: The hon. gentle­
man knows they have not two railways ! 

l\Ir. McRAE said they had the western 
line and the Illawarra line. 
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1\ir. JoSEPII ABBOTT: How far away 
are they 7 

l\1r. McRAE said theywereonlya stone's 
throw distant. If the Government came 
clown with a proposal to carry the railway 
right through to Liverpool, and so shorten 
the distance between Melbourne and Syd­
ney, there would be some reason in their 
action. If this proposed line were con­
structed, he believed the next move would 
be a junction at Fairfield, and that the 
line would ne\'P.J. go to Liverpool. Tlmt 
was the reason why the people of the dis­
trict were opposed to the extension-be­
cause it did not take the route which the 
pt·omoters at first recommended. 

Mr. LAKEMAN had the same objec­
tion to this railway proposal as he had to 
the North Shore extension. Notwith­
standing the contt·adiction of the hon. 
member for East Macguarie, 1\ir. Tonkin, 
he would point out to that hon. gentleman 
that the Public \Vorks Committee, in the 
first instance, distinctly arrived at the de­
cision that tllis railway ought not to be 
constructed. They did this after taking 
evidence and giving the matter careful 
consideration, and then, without any fresh 
evidence or any justification whatever, 
they changed their opinion, and deliber­
ately recommended that the line should be 
carried out.. It was a most astonishing 
thing to him that the committee should 
have so acted. A tramway could easily 
be constructed to serve the suburb. The 
tramway line could be extended from Mar­
rickville at a comparatively small cost; 
but in the bill sought to be introduced it 
was proposed that £90,000 should be 
expended to construct about 4 miles of 
railway. Instead of incurring such a 
large expenditure upon works like the 
North Shore extension and the l\Iarrick­
ville to Burwood railway, it would be 
better to develop the resonrces of the 
country by the construction of such a line 
as that from Byrock to Brewarrina. He 
could not understand the Go,·ernment 
bringing forward this proposal. The evi­
dence of l\1r. Cameron gave a very fishy 
look to the whole transaction. That gen­
tleman stated that immediately the line 
was spoken about all the land in the im­
mediate vicinity was bought up by large 
syndicates and companies. If this sort of 
log-rolling was to go on he could not tell 
where it would end. 

Mr. CARRUTHERS : That e~'idence is dis­
proved by the evidence of all the other 
witnesses. The hon. gentleman should not 
take one man's evidence as against the 
bulk of the evidence on the other side. 

Mr. LAKEl\iAN· said the witness was 
upon his oath, and his statements were 
not disproved. 

1\oh. CARHUTIJERS : The statements were 
disproved by evidence both before and 
after his evidence. If there is a popula­
tion of 14,000, how can the land be in 
the hands of land syndicates 1 

Mr. LAKEMAN thought that that 
populatio~ was not upon the line. 

l\lr. CARRUTHERS: But i~ will be served 
by the line! 

l\fr. LAKEMAN could have under­
stood the Government making this propo­
sal, if they had been asked by the railway 
commissioners to construct a line r·ight 
through to Liverpool, but he could not 
understand a proposal to take a railway 
only to the Burwood Road, unless there 
were something behind it of which hon. 
members were not aware. It was not a 
question of relieving the traffic on the main 
suburban line, because a line to Burwood 
Road would not achieve that object. The 
railway commissioners were at the present 
time quadrupling the main line, and when 
quadrupled, it would be sufficient to carry 
all the traffic likely to come upon it for 
some time to come. At some fut-ure time 
the construction of railways within a few 
miles of each other might be justified, but 
it certainly could not be justified at the 
present time. 

Sir HE::<RY PARKES: It is a question as 
to whether the line will pay! 

Mr. LAKEMAN thought the evidence 
went to show that it would not pay. 

Mr. BRUCE SmTn: The l10n. member 
for Redfern, ML'. Goodchap, is of opinion 
that it. will pay ! 

Sir HENRY PARKES: As :t rule, railways 
will pay anywhere where there is popula­
tion! 

Mr. LAKEMAN admitted that. He 
objected to the proposal at the present 
juncture, partly because we should have 
to go to the London money market in n 
short time to borrow a large sum in con­
nection with the railways already author­
ised. Besides, there were several country 
districts which at the present time were 
posit-i-vely languishing for want of better 
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·means of communication. Railways were 
by far the cheapest roads the Government 
could make. Instead of our wasting hun­
dreds of thousands of pounds every year 
upon roads and bridges, the money should 
be expended upon railways in various por· 
tions of the country which were at present 
without them. It would be the best expendi­
ture the Government could undertake. He 
opposed the North Shore railway for the 
same reason-namely, t.hat country dis­
tricts were a great deal more in need of 
this means of communication than wet·e 
the suburbs of Sydney. 

Question resolved in the affim1ative. 
Resolution reported. 
Motion (by Mr. niELVILLE) proposed: 

That the resolution hb now received. 
Mr. CrrANTER: I object. 
Motion (Mr. BnucE SmTrr) agreed to: 
That the reception of the resolution stand an 

order of the day for to-morrow. 

ELECTORAL BILL. 
InCommittee(consideration resumed from 

7th November, vide page 50,15, on motion 
by Sir Henry Parkes)_. 

That it is expedient to bring in a hill for the 
redistribution of New South \Vales into elec­
toral districts; for the establishment of a sys­
tem of registration; for the better representation 
of the people in the Legislati,-e Assembly; and 
for other pnrposes ~.nxiliary to, and counecteLl 
with, the aforesaid objects. 

Question resolved in the affirmati,-e, 
Resolution reported; report adopted. 
Bill presented, and read the first time. 

Motion (Sir HENRY PARKES) proposed: 
That the hill be printed, and that the second 

readil1g stand au order of the day for this day 
fortnight. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Upon that motion 
I think it would be as well for us to in­
quire whether the Government intend to 
proceed with this measure before the 
people have had an opportunity of asJf:r­
tainin!r what are the boundaries of the 
electo~ates ~ 

l\ir. SPEAKER: The bon. member is not 
in order in discussing this question on a 
motion for the printing of the bill. 

Question resolved in the atlh;mative. 
l\'Ir. SEE : I should like, with permis­

sion, to ask the Colonial Secretary if it is 
intended to furnish, with the Electoral 
Bill laid on the table of the House, a map 
so as to better enable hon. members to 
understand the boundaries~ 

[ 1lfr. Lakeman. 

Sir HENRY P AR.KES : It is my in­
tention to furttish the Legislative Assem­
bly with maps and written descriptions t.o 
enable hon. members to fullv understand 
the bill. · 

l\'ll'. SEE: .Before the second reading 
takes place ~ 

Sir HENRY PARKF.i::l: Certainly. 
Some electorates will disappear. Morpetb, 
for example. 

.Mr. McRAE : Not if I know it ! 

LEPROSY BILL. 
In Committee: 

Legislative Council'samend ments agreed 
with ; report adopted. 

FINANCIAL STATE~IENT. 
In Committee of Ways ancl jJ{eans _. 

Debate resumed (from 22nd October, 
1890, vide page 4725) on motion by Mr. 
nicMillan: 

That, towards making good the supply grantee! 
to her ~Iajesty for the sen-ice of the year 1891, 
there may be gmnted out of the Consolidatell 
Revenue Fund of New South \Vales, the sum of 
£2,194 for the expenses of the establishment of 
his Excellency the Governor for the year 1891. 

l\Ir. COPELAND : I think H is t.o be 
greatly regretted that the House is not 
better informed as to the business with 
which the Government propose to proceed. 
IL has certainly been the custom hit.herto 
for hon. members to receive intimation as 
to when a debate like this is to be resumed. 

Sir HEXRY PARI(ES : But this is pretty 
well concluded, I should t.hink ! 

nh. COPELAND : I should think it is 
not commenced yet, if I know anything 
about it. At any rate, it seems to me to he 
a very improper method of conducting busi­
ness. I certainly think the Premier, or 
whoever is leading the House, ought to 
intimate the night before what business iH 
to be gone on with. I presume we are milt 
for the purpose of dealing intelligently 
with such questions as are submitted to 
Parliament, but it is quite impossible for 
!ton. members to take up large subjects like 
this at a moment's notice. Nevertheless, 
it is necessary for some one to take up the 
running, and I sballluwe to deal with the 
subject as well as I can under the circum­
stances. Considering the shttements made 
by the Premier and the Colonial Treasurer 
when this debate opened, I should think 
that the Go\-ernment., if possessed of the 
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smallest particle of political l10nor, would, 
without any hesitation whatevm', withdraw 
this budget, and come down to the House 
fully prepared to expound to the House 
and the country the fiscal policy they 
intend to carry out in the future. The 
Premier told us some time ago that the 
Government, including himself, were ever 
so desirous of expounding to the country 
t.heir free-trade fiscal policy, and that the 
only reason which prevented them doing 
so was on account of the strike being in 
fnll force. vVell, now that the strike is as 
dead as Julius Ctesar, I should like to know 
what excnse the Government have now for 
further delaying the announcement of their 
fiscal policy ~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES: First prove that 
J ulins Cresnr is dead ! 

Mr. COPELAND : However, I say this 
much-and I do not wish to use any terms 
harsher than are absolutely necessary­
that our public life is utterly bereft of all 
morality. 

Sit· HENRY PARI{ES : Hear. hear ! 
· Mr. COPELAND : And I am nfraid it 

-v<1illcontinue so as long as the Premier leads 
the House. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : The hon. member 
did not think so when he wanted to get 
into pub lie life first. He knows that he 
!l;Ot in by my recommendation ! 

Mr. COPELAND: The hon. member is 
utterly mistaken. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : The Lon. member 
knows it very well ! 
. Mr. COPELAND: The only time thehon. 
gentleman recommended me I was defeated. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: The hon. member 
got in at New Englnnd by my recommend• 
ation! 
. Mr. COPELAND : The only time that 
the hon. gentleman gave me a letter was 
when I stood for the southern gold-fields. 

Sir HE:-<RY PARKES: The hon. member 
knows that he got in for the northem 
gold-fields by my recommendation 1 
. Mr. COPELAND: . The hon. gentle­
man is utterly mistaken. I had a walk­
over there. There was no contest at all. 
The only time I ever appealed to the hon. 
member was before I came into the House 
at all. I saw him then, and he gave me 
one letter. Whether that was the cause 
of my defeat I do not know; but when I 
went in independent I was ·retumed un­
opposed. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: The hon. rnemLer 
did not go in independently of me; he went 
with my letters ! 

Mr. COPELAND: Where 1 
· Sir HENRY PARKES: To the northern 

gold-fields ! 
l\'fr. COPELAND: No. 
Sir HENRY PARKES: The hon. member 

should be more civil ! 
1\:Ir. COPELAND : If the hon. member 

can tell rue one gentlem~.n in the northern 
gold-fields to whom he gave me a letter, I 
will give £i'i0 to the Benevolent Asylum 
or any other charitable institution to­
morrow. 

The CnAIRiiiAN : The line of argument 
which the hon. member is now taking l1as 
no reference to the resolution before the 
House. 

:M:r. COPELAND : I trust I shall be 
able to confine myself to the debate before 
the Committee if the Premier is kept in 
order. I say again most emphatically that 
if the Government fail now to proceecl 
with their fiscal policy, they will give a 
clear indication that Lhey arc utterly bereft 
of all political honor; and I challenge the 
Premier, or any member of the Govern­
ment, or any hon. gentleman sitting on 
that side of the Honse, to give one in­
stance in which any other government, 
whether in this colony, in the other Aus­
tralian colonies, or in the mother country, 
have been guilty of such a dereliction of 
public puty as this Government have been 
guilty of, having come into office on the 
distinct pledge that they would give effect 
to a free-trade policy. 

An HoN. l\'IE~IBER : No ! 
:Mr. COPELAND: Undoubtedly they 

did so; and the bon. member came here 
on the same pledge. I do not need to 
appeal to hon. members here; I can appeal 
to their friends outside-to the newspapers 
and the members of the Free-trade Asso­
ciation, who claim the credit of having 
sent the Government and free-trade mem­
bers here committed to a free-trade policy. 
Notwithstanding this, the Government 
stick to their offices like limpets to a rock, 
and shrink from giving effect to the policy 
that brought them here. 

Mr. BRUNKER: Then why not put them 
ont1 

Mr. COPELAND : It is a very easy 
matter to saythat. 
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SirHEXRY PAmms: \Vhy not give us 
a justification to go out-pass a resolution 
against us 1 

..M:r. COPELAND : How exceedingly 
verdant the hon. member and the Secre­
tary for Lands are. \Vill they tell us how 
a minority can vote out a majority. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: \Vhile we have a 
majority we have a title ! 

l\fr. COPELAND : The Government 
liave no title ; no administration has a 
title to sit here and govern by utterly de­
parting from their pledges to the public. 

SirHEXRYPARKES: Weh~Lvearesolution 
from this House saying that we did right ! 

1\'Ir. COPELAND: I cannot understand 
how the Government can obtain a vote 
from the minority, to say that they have 
done riglit. 

Sir H1~XRY PARKES : Proposed by one 
of the best men on that side ! 

Mr. COPELAND : I appeal to the 
Chairman for protection. 

The CHAIR~IAN: I ask hon. members 
not to intt>rrupt the hon. member for New 
England. It will lead to disorder, and 
every hon. member will have an oppor­
tunity to address the Committee. 

Mr. COPELAND : I am very glad to 
to see that they do not like the rubbing-in 
which they are getting. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: If they had any re­
spect for themselves they would go out ! 

Mr. COPELAND : If there is a mem­
ber of the Government who is not ashamed 
of the acts of the Government in this 
matter I am utterly ashamed of that hon. 
gentleman's standard of political honor 
and morality. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : That is of great va I ue ! 
Mr. COPELAND: 1\'Iy opinion is of as 

great value as the hon. member's is. I 
could go through the country quite as 
well as the hon. member, or the members 
of the Government could, and I should 
not be charged with political immorality. 
Before I come to more important subjflcts 
I should like to remind the hon. member 
of the advertised announcement under 
which this Government came into office. 
In January, 1887, the hon. gentleman 
gave his platform to the people of St. 

· Leonards, and this is one of the sentences 
of which the hon. member made use: 

In meeting the old mouldy, worn-out doctrine 
of protection, we face it as deadly enemies. 
Where is that deadly enmity 1 

[Mr. Copeland. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : \Ve destroyed the 
policy! 

Mr. COPELAND: The hon. member's 
Government have been living almost en­
tirelyon revenue derived from this mouldy, 
worn-out system of protection. The hon. 
gentleman obtained his seat by telling the 
free-tmders that when he came here he 
would clear away the whole system of 
protection. But the hon. member him­
self re-enacted the present protectionist 
tariff, which is more protectionist in many 
respects than many of the tariffs of out 
and out protectionist colonies. And the 
hon. gentleman had a majority at his back 
when he did so. I did intend to refer to 
to the different speeches and addresses of 
every member of the :i\1inistry to show 
what they were going to do in the way of 
giving this country a free-trade policy. 
The Secretary for Public Works was going 
to do wonders. In February of this year 
he said that when Parliament met, if they 
had to go down, as many prophesied, it 
would be with colours flying, and with the 
knowledge that they had stuck to their 
guns. I do not know where the Minister 
himself or the Government generally carry 
their guns; but I venture to say that it 
they went into battle the only part that 
would require to be armour-plated would 
be their stern-sheets. They have sheltered 
themselves behind the unfortunate strike, 
and now when that is over they have no 
political courage left. The meanest man 
in the House, if he had come into Parlia­
ment on such pretences as the GoYern­
ment made, and l1ad neglected or refused 
to carry them out, would have had the 
manliness to resign and go before his con­
stituents. But yet the Government hold. 
on to office, not daring to come down to 
the country w.ith their fiscal policy. Why~ 
If they thought they would have a ma­
jority of one or half a one they would 
come down readily enough; but they are 
under the impression that as soon as their 
fiscal policy is announced they will fincl 
themselves in a minority and will have to 
go to the country, and they know per­
fectly well that the country is against 
them. What becomes of all the bombast 
of the Premier now, and all the bombast 
of the Colonial Treasurer, although in the 
latter case it has not been quite so great 1 
What becomes of all the loud-mouthed 
s-peeches the Premier made in different 
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electorates throughout the colony about 
what he was going to do~ He has it in 
his power now to come clown with a free­
trade policy. ·why does he not do it 1 
\Vhy does he continue to live on a protec­
tionist policy~ The Government are free­
traders when they want to catch votes. I 
am glad to see that their own Free-trade 
Association is beginning to realise how 
their promises and pledges are worked. 
About the only question in this fiscal de­
bate that seemr.d t.o he worth touching 
upon, and that was open to dispute, was 
the question of £200,000 in connection 
with the Centennial Park, because it is 
impossible for us on this side of the House 
to spend any time in useful criticism by 
simply going through a mass of figures. I 
do not for a moment think that the Colo­
nial Treasurer would be in any way guilty 
of hiding anything that was wrong. I do 
not mean. to imply anything like that, not­
withstanding all the hon. mem her's dis­
honorable conduct in connection with the 
fiscal question. 

Mr. lVIcl\frLLA...'f : \Ve are all in iL ! 
Mr. COPELAND : I am rathet· sur­

prised that one or two members of the Go­
vernment are in it. I thought they had 
a little more backbone than to be in it, 
instead of showing that they are simply 
played upon like a piece of putty. 

Mr. MdiiLLAX : There is often more 
baokbone in abstaining from a thing than 
in doing it ! 

l\rr. COPELAND : No doubt hon. 
gentlemen opposite will be able to find 
reasons for what they did or for anything 
else. I wish to draw attention to one or 
two features in connection with the item 
of £200,000 for the Centennial Parle. I 
think I sl1all be able to show that the 
Colonial Treasurer has dealt with that in 
a way altogether different to that in which 
he was entitled to deal with it, and I 
hardly know what expression to make use 
of. I do not say "wilfully dishonorable," 
but most undoubtedly the hon. member 
out to take his financial statement back 
again. 

Mr. McMILLAS : It must be a matter 
of opinion only. The hon. member will 
admit that I told him all about what I was 
doing! 
· 1\Ir. COPELAND : The hon. gentleman 
dwells a good deal on the fact that he told 

us all about it. He reminds me very much 
of a placard we see about the town in con­
nection with the Sydney Safe Deposit 
Company. A gentleman is represented 
lying snugly in bed with his nightcap on, 
and he suddenly awakes to find a burglar 
standing at his bed-side, and the burglar 
asks him for the keys of his valuables. He 
says, "·what valuables 1 I have left all 
my valuables with the Sydney Safe Deposit 
Company, except my watch." "Oh !" the 
burglar says, "I lut\·e got your watch." 
That is what the hon. member does. Like 
the burglar, he has got the watch ; but 
because he tells us that he has got it, he 
thinks eYerything is all fair and square. 
I suppose the gentleman with the night­
cap on did not for a moment think that 
the burglar had done him no harm by tak­
ing his watch, because he had told him he 
had got it. That is the position the hon. 
gentleman takes up. He does a wrong, 
and then because he tells us that he has 
clone a wrong, we are to regard his action 
as rathet·more favourable than if he had not 
commiLLed a wrong at all. The hon. gen­
tleman prefers to be looked upon as a bur­
glar rather than as an " area sneak" -a 
man who takes something, and steals away 
and says nothing abQut it. 

!\It-. l\1cl\lrLLAN : Yes, I pt·efer that! 
l\Ir. COPELAND : I admit it is rather 

unfortunate that we have not something a 
little more substantial to discuss in the 
financial statement; but, as I said before, 
thr. fanlt is not onrs. I have heard it said 
that you can make good soup out of com­
mon stones; and we certainly have nothing 
but common stones to make soup out of 
on this occasion. N eYertheless, I think I 
shall show the hon. gentleman that there 
is something serious in connection with 
the £200,000. The hon. gentleman, in 
his speech, said with reference to this 
item: 

The lands of this country which have been 
sold are lands upon which no particle of expen­
diture has been mn.de, and they are the lands of 
the whole country. But here are htnds which 
were not merely dedicated to the public in their 
waste state, but in regard to which this Parlia­
ment agreed to an expenditure, not for the 
whole of the people of the country, but for the 
people of Sydney ;not for a work of absolute 
utilitt~rianism, but for a work of beauty and 
recreation. 

·with reference to the fit·st part of that 
quotation--

Tl~ird night. 
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:M:t·. :M:c:M:rLLAN : \Yill the hon. gentle-
man allow me to say that I went on -­

Mr. CrucK : Do not interrupt ! 
l\ir. McMILLAN : You n.re nobody ! 
l\ir. Cmc.t<: : And you are nobody I 

Mr. 1\fcl\fiLLAN : I wish to explain to 
the !JOn. member for New England--

1\ir. CRICK : You are only a makeshift ! 
The CHAIRMAN : Order. I must ask the 

Colonial Treasurer to withdraw the ex-
pression he used towards the bon. member 
for West 1\iacquarie. 

::'tfr. McMILLAN : The expression I made 
use of, sir, you might not have caught. I 
said, "You are nobody in this matter." 

Mr. CRICI<: : The hon. member said 
nothing of the sort.! 

The CrrAIRMA...'\' : I took the expression 
to be, "You are nobody." 

1\il·. McMILLAN : vVhat I meant was 
that this was a matter between the hon. 
member for New England and myself; 
and I said the hon. member fo1· West 
:Macquaric was nobody in this matter. 
HoweYer, I withdraw the expression, if it 
is o~jectionable. 
. The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
\Yest Macquarie will withdraw the ex­
pression he made use of. 

Mr. CmcK: What expression~ 
The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member. is 

well aware what the expression was. 
"WI1at is the use of bandying words wiLh 
the Chait· in this way 1 The hon. membet· 
is aware that he made useof an expression 
in reply to one used by the Colonial Trea­
surer. I ask him to withdraw that ex­
pression. 

Mr. CRICK: The lwn. member said I 
was nobody, and I said he was nobody, 
and I say so now. 

'l'he CrrAIRMAN : Order. The Colonial 
TrP.asuret· has been called upon to with­
draw the expression he used, and he has 
done so, and I now ask the hon. member 
for West Macquarie to withdraw the ex­
pression he used ii1 reply to that of the 
Colonial Treasurer. 

Mr. CRICK : What was that expression 1 
The CHAIRMAN : One of the expressions 

i1·as that the hon. member was no more 
than a makeshift. 

Mr. CRICK: V\7ell, I withdraw that. 
The CHAilt~IAK: Now the bon. memuer 

will apologise to the Committee for having 
interrnpt(~d its proceedings in having inter­
jected remarks wl1ile a debate was going on. 

lVIr. CRICK : Let the Colonial Treasurer 
apologise first for calling me nobody. 

The CnAIRiiiAN: I ask the hon. member 
to apologise to the Committee for having 
interrupted its proceedings by such inter­
jections as ltaYc been ruled out of order. 

M:r. CmcK : The Colonial Treasurer in­
sulted me first, and let him apologise first. 

Mr. DmBS : Let the Colonial Treasurer 
apologise first! 

The CIIAIR~J.-\.N : The Chair will take no 
dictation from any :.11ember of this Com­
mittee, and it is not the province of bon. 
mem hers to dictate to the Chair as to who 
shall apologise and who shall not, unless 
they rise and address the Chair. I have 
requested the hon. member for West Mac· 
quarie to take a course which is in strict 
accordance with parliamentary rule. The 
hon. member who made use of the first 
expression has been called upon to with­
draw it, and the hon. member for V\7est 
Macquarie is no.w called upon to apologise 
to the Committee for his repeated inter­
ruptions. 

Afltl' a pcwse : 
The CrrAIRMAN: Do I understand that 

the hon. member is not prepared to ac­
quiesce in the t·equest of the Chair~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES: I would appP.al to 
the hon. member for \Vest l\:Iacquarie to 
offer his apology. The Chair has stated 
its decision, and he cannot resist the 
Chair. 

The CIIAIR)IAN : I again ask the hon. 
member if he is prepared to acquiesce in 
the decision of the Chaid · 

Mr. CRICK: I absolutely and point-blank 
refuse. 

The CIIAIR)IAK : The S(Jrjeant-at-Arms 
will remoYe the hon. member until he is 
prepared to obey the request of the Chair. 

Sir HEXRY PARKES : I appeal to the 
hon. member for \Yest l\1acquarie to obey 
the Chair. 

The Se~:fecwt-at-A 1·ms 1JTOceeding to nmore the 
hon. membe1·for West 11facquw·ie, 

Mr. CRicK : Don't you handle me. I 
will not be bullied by Mel\'ille or any one 
else. I will not go out, and I say so point­
blank. 

Sir HEKRY PARKES: The hon. memuer 
must go out. 

Mr. \VILLIS: 1\il-. Melville--
The CrrAIR)IAN : Order. There can be 

no debate. 
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The Se1jeant-ctt-Anns having,?·eque.~ted the hon. 
membe1-jo1· IV est Jl[acqum·ie to lecn·e the Chctr11Uer, 

Mr. CRICK : It's of no use your trying to 
move me. JHcMillan insulted me first, and 
I will not stand his insults. He didn't 
apologise, and why should I ·1 I won't go 
out. 

Mr. \VILLIS: 
The CHAIR)JAN: The· hon. member will , 

see that there can be no debate at this 
stage; whether the Chair has giYen a right· 
or wrong order, it mn;;t he carried out. 

'l'lte lton. ??tembo· .f01· !Vest llfacqum·ie hcwin(J 
been .fol·cibly ?'emo~·ecl.from the Chamber b!J tl,e 
Se;jeant-at-Anns and attendant.~, 

1\Ir. Dmns: I would suggest to the 
Colonial Treasurer that he should now put 
himself in order by apologisin!{. 
· lioN. l\IE)IBEns: "No, no," and "Yes, 
j•es"! 

Mr. Mcl\[ILLAN: I was about to say, 
with the lea,-e of the hon. member for 
New England--

Sir HENRY PARKES :I beg to move: 
Tlmt the Chairman do now lmwe the chair, 

:ind report to the House what has occnt:rcd in 
Committee, and ask leave to sit again. 

1\'Ir. CoPELAND : I rise to a point of 
order. 

The CrrAIR)IAX : There can be no point 
of 01·dee at this stage. The only resolu­
tion before the Chair is that of the Colo­
nial Treasurer, and I peesume the hon. 
tnember is not about to take a point of 
order upon that. 

Mr. CoPELAND: No! 
The CnAnmAN: The Premier ltas moved 

that. I leave the chair, and report the dis­
order which has taken place in Commit­
tee. It is quite within the province of 
the bon. gentleman to move that the 
Chairman leave the chair if he thinks fit, 
and also to move that I report disorder; 
but I would point out to him that the 
Chair having preserved order by excluding 
the disol'Clerly member, there can be no­
thing to report _to the Honse unless ~ex­
ception be taken to the action of the Chai1-. 

Sir HENRY P AHKES : If I may be per­
initted ·to say so, sir, I think there is much 
to report besides the action of the Chair. 
'Ve have had not only disorder, but a per­
sonal scuftle while we were in deliberation, 
and that is a thing to whieh we ought not 
to submit. I beg to move : 
· That the Chairman do leave the chair, and re­

port to the House disorder, and the character 
of that disorder, and ask leave to sit again. 

The CuAm~IAN : Perhaps the Premier 
will allow me to say this much-that 
taking the view he does of the occurrence 
of a few moments since, the best way to 
bring it under the notice of the House 
"-ould be for me to surrender m.v position 
into the hands of .M:r. Speaker. The 
Sm:jeant-at-Arms will request 1\ir. Speaker 
to attend. 

l\Ir. CoPELAND : Is there a motion be­
fore the Committee, sir, or is there ·not~ 

l\Ir. Dmns: 'I.'he Chairman cannot leave 
the chair without the leave of the Com­
mittee. 

The CnAIR~IAN (standing beside tlte 
cltai1-) : Order. The Se1:jeant-at-Arms will 
request 1\lr. Speaker to attend. · 

:Mr. CoPELAND : This is a very curious 
proceeding, sir. Are you in the chair oe 
are yon not 1 

The CHAIH~IAN : I am in possession of 
the Committee, and I shall keep orde1-. I 
trust the bon. member will resume his 
seat. 
· 1\Ir. CoPELAND: I am prepared to take 
my seat; but not to be sat upon ! 
_ 1\Ir. Dmns : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. J. SHEPHERD : 1\Iob rule ! 
- 1\lr. CoPELAND : I shall pull the hoi1. 

member's nose if he talks to me in that 
way! 
. 1\ir. TRAILL : 'Will you inform me, sir,· 
what is the position of the Committee at 
this moment 1 

The CHAIR~IAN : The position of the 
Committee is this: the chief officer of the 
Committee has declined to proceed further 
until he has reported to Mr. Speaker a 
serious disturbance. It has been moved 
that I leave the chair and report that dis­
turbance to the House. 

l\Ir. CoPELAND: But I submit, sir -­
The CHAIR~IAN: The hon. member will 

ha,-e an opportunity to speak later on. I 
trust he will be seated while the Chair is 
speaking. 

1\ir. CoPELAND : I should like to know 
whether we are at liberty to discuss the 
Premiel"s motion, or whether it is really 
before the Committee 1 

The CrrAIR~IAN : The hon. member must 
know from his long experience in this 
Chamber that it is highly disorderly to 
enter into discussion with the Chair. 

!VIr. CoPELAND: I simply want to know, 
sit·, what you propose· to do; things are 
getting a Lit mixed. 
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The CHAIRllA~ : The Chair is about to 
state a resolution, and it should be allowed 
to state it without interruption. The 
question is, "That I leave the chair and 
report to the House that an unseemly dis· 
turbance and disorder has taken place in 
Committee from the fact of the hon. mem­
ber for West 1\'Iacquarie having disobeyed 
the Chair." 
- :Air. DrBBS : That is not the moti01i 
made just now. 

The CHAIRMAN : I trust that the hon. 
member, as a responsible member of this 
House, will act in an orderly manner. He 
will ha>e an opportunity directly --

1\fr. T. WALKER: I draw your attention, 
sir, to the fact that since you ordered the 
exclusion of the hon. member for West 
:nfacquarie the Serjeant-at-Arms and the 
attendants of the House have had one of 
the doors barred pt·eventing the ingress or 
egress of hon. members. 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must 
be seated at this juncture. 

Mr. T. WALKER: I merely wanted to 
state a fact. 

The CHAIRllAN : The hon. member must 
state the fact presently. He will resume 
his seat; the Chair must be obeyed. 

:ni r. TRAILL: If the doors are not opened 
directly I will pull them open pretty 
quickly. I will not be a prisoner in P<tr-
liament. · 

The CHAIRllA>....,: The question is: 
That I do leave the chair, and ask leave to sit 

again, to report to the House that an unseemly 
disturbance and disorder has taken place from the 
fact that the bon. member for West M:acquarie, 
Mr. Crick, refused to obey the Chair, and for 
such refusal the Chairman called upon the Ser­
jeant-at-Arms to remove the bon. member tmtil 
he expressed his willingness to obey the Chair, 
and that the bon. member resisted the Sergeant 
in the execution of his duty with violence. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: I desire to 
say a few words in support of the motion 
submitted. It will be in the recollection 
of members of the Committee that I twice 
appealed to the hon. member for West 
1\'Iacquarie to obey the Chair. 

Mr. DIBBS : We all did that on this· 
side, too! 

Sir HENRY PARKES : That I do not 
for a moment question. I have only to 
do with my own action. I have upheld 
the doctrine at all times, that so long as 
the chair is filled the Chair must be 
obeyed. I do not intend by that to ex-

[ TM Clzain.;!an. 

press an opinion whether the Chair was 
right or wrong. I have nothing to do 
with that. So long as the chair is occu­
pied by the officer elected to the chair, 
there can be no order in the House ot· in 
the Committee unless the Ch-air is obeyed. 
I appealed, and I have no doubt the friends 
of the bon. member appealed to him, to 
obey the Chair. · 

Mr. PAUL: Some of them! 
An RoN. ME~IBER: You shut up! 
Mr. PAUL: You are not able to make 

me shut up ! 
Sir HENRY PARKES : If my own 

side insists on disorder, I do not know why 
I should attempt to address the Committee. 
I have no interest in this matter except 
the interest. of parliamentary order. Now, 
there is no dishonor in obeying the Chait·. 
There is no forfeiture of manhood in obey­
ing the Chair. There is no breach of per­
sonal honor in obeying the Chair. The 
rules of correct personal conduct are quite 
consistent with absolute obedience to the 
Chair. If the Chair is wrong, there is an 
easy means of dealing with the Chair. The 
occupant can be displaced on the next sit­
ting day, but so long as the Chair is there 
it must be obeyed. That brings me to what 
followed. The hon. member for \Vest 1\'Iac­
quarie not only refused to obey the Chair, 
but he resisted the officer of the House ap­
pointed to preserve order. If that is to be 
tolerated by any excuse whatever, you are 
no longer a parliament, but a mob. There 
is no way of preserving your character as 
a parliament but by obeying your rules 
and orders, and the officers whom you your­
selves have created. So far as my recollec­
tion serves me, I have never seen such 
a wanton outrage as the outrage of to­
night. 

Mr. DmBs: The hon. member has seen 
worse on this side when he was· sitting 
here! 

Sir HENRY PARKES: I have never 
seen such a wanton outrage. What I mean 
1s an outrage with so little cause, with no 
cause whatever, and that cannot be toler­
ated. Hence I have moved that the. House 
resume, and that the highest authority that 
we have here shall deal with this scandal­
ous breach of all parliamentat·y rules, of 
all courtesy in om debates, and of loyal 
obedience to the officers whom we our­
selves have appointed. If this sort of thing 
goes on, then it is not worth while for any-
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body to remain a ~uembe~· of such a dis­
orderly body as th1s. With these words I 
submit my motion. 

Question proposed. 
.1\fr. CoPELAND : I submit tl1at this mo­

tion is entirely out of order. ·whatever 
disturbance there was had passed away 
when the hon. member for \Vest Mac­
quarie was expelled from this Chamber 
and fresh business had been called on. 
The Colonial Treasurer's name had been 
~a.lled, and th!! Colo~1ial Treasurer. was 
in the act of addressmg the Committee. 
Any action of this kind must take place 
at the time of the disturbance and not 
after the disturbance has passed away. 
The Chairman himself had admitted that 
the disturbance had passed away when the 
hon. member had been expelled. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: I have no doubt 
:M:r. Speaker will rule that I moved the 
motion in time. 

1\ir. CoPELAND : It is very hard to say 
what Mr. Speaker will rule, but I a~1 
quite sure the hon. mem_ber was ~ot I.n 
order in moving the m~twn. I thmk It 
is a most unfortunate circumstance that 
we should have this interruption, and that 
the bon. mem her for West l\Iacquarie 
should have resisted the Chair. Still it 
seems to me that the bon. member was 
dealt with somewl1at harshly. Other hon. 
members had been interrupting a great deal 
more than the hon. member for West 
:M:acquarie had. Why were they not ma;Ie 
to apologise 1 ·why was not the Colomal 
Treasurer himself and the hon. member 
for Paddington, Mr. J. Shepherd, made to 
apologise~ 

The CriAIRMAN: The hon. member will 
have an opportunity in the event of this 
matter being reported to the House to de­
bate the conduct of the Chair. ·whatever · 
the Chair may have done, or may not have 
done antecedent to the action which led 
to th'e present circumstances, it is out of 
order now to debate it. The action of the 
Chair can only be debated in the proper 
place-that is in the House when this _re­
solution is reported, or on some specific 
motion. 

Mr. CoPELAND : I will confine myself to 
this point of order, which will be referred 
to Mr. Speaker if you decide against me. 

l\ir. DIBBS : I wish to address myself to 
the question of order, and to the motion, 

in order to save time. Hon. gentlemen on 
this side of the House joined with me in 
endeavourinrr to induce the hon. membe1· 
for \Vest M~cquarie to obey the Chair. I 
quite agree with the Premier that there 
can be no business carried on unless the 
Chairman is obeyed. There is a simple 
way of dealing with the action of the Chair 
by movin"' dissent; although we had an 
incident the other night where a difficulty 
occurred when an bon. member on this side 
of the House wislu::tl to mo,·e dissent from 
the ruling of the Chair, and we bad the 
unusual entrance of 1\:Ir. Speaker to the 
chair unsourrht and unasked for when the 
Chairman :as quite able to deal with the 
business of the Committee. On the ques­
tion of order, it appears to me that the dis­
cord and disturbance has passed away, the 
business has been resumed,andany attempt 
to refer to the disorder which has been con­
trolled by the action of the Chair is a down­
ri"'ht insult to the Chair itself. The Chair­
m~n's duty is to maintain order. ~e has 
maintained order in a manner which we 
have just unfortunately witnessed. It is 
a very unfortunate circumstance, I admit, 
and one which I must deplore. But the 
Chairman has clearly maintained order, 
and the business of the Committee was 
proceeding in its proper course. There­
fore what necessity is there for us now to­
appeal to Mr. Spea~er and report to him 
a circumstance of disorder whwh has been 
dealt with by the Chairman, :md after the 
Committee has resumed its work ~ To my 
mind it can only be done with the idea of 
o-ivin"' the Chairman a slap in the face, 
~nd the course proposed is the most con­
venient way of giving it. \oVe are to tell 
1\ir. Speaker that disorder has taken place ; 
and when he has dealt with it what can 
follow 1 l\Ir. Speaker will walk out of 
the chair and the Chairman will resume 
the position he now occupies, a~d which 
he was occupying when the Colomal Trea­
surer resumed the debate. vVhen the 
Chairman is able to preserve order in the 
manner ill which he has preserved it, there 
is no necessity to be flying to 1\ir. Speaker 
every few moments. If the House gets 
into the state of disorder into which it 
"'Ot in 1886, when the Chait·man was un­
~ble to keep order, then Mr. Speaket· 
would do his duty, as the late Mr. Speaket· 
Barton did, and take the chair and restore 
order. 
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Sir HENRY PARKES : 'Will the hon. 
member permit me for one moment 1 There 
is a necessity, because a scene occurred 
·which is scandalous to Parliament, and of 
which the House itself ought to be in­
formed. 

Mr. Dnms : I will quote a precedent by 
referring to a scene which occurred in 
1886, when the hon. member, who is now 
so loud on the side of law and order, was 
the most disorderly member in the House. 
One hon. member sa~ in the Speaker's chair 
with a rug round him, and the Premier him­
self sat on the table, and declared that the 
Committee was a rabble and a mob. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: I did not do any 
of these things ! 
. l\ir. DIBBS: The l10n. gentleman did. 
Scenes occurred then which were a scandal 
to all parliamentary goYernment . 
. Sir HENRY PARKES: So they were; I 
admit that! 
. ~fr. DIBBS: vVhat ha\·e we witnessed 
to-night 1 A delinquent hon. member has 
been guilty of disorder, and he has been 
I 1emoved. '\Yhy should the business of the 
Committee and of the count-ry be stopped 
f{)t·the purpose of reporting to Mr. Speaker 
circumstances which have been dealt with 
by the Chairman in such a mannet· as to 
restore the Committee to order1 Order 
has been restored, and what is the good of 
the farce of reporting to 1\Ir. Speaker 
what has taken place1 If the hon. gentle­
man will tell the Committee that when 
1\fr. Speaker takes the chair, and the dis· 
order is reported to him, he will be pre­
pared to move some other motion, there 
will be some colouring and some ground 
for what he proposes to do. I only look 
upon it as an attempt to take the business 
out of the hands of the Chairman, as a 
downright insult to the Chairman himself, 
and as an admission that he is unable to 
rule the business of the Committee. 
. Mr. PAUL : The leader of the Opposition 
has just said--

The Crr.HRMAN : Docs the bon. gentle­
man wish to speak on the point o.f order 1 

Mr. PAUL: Upon the statement made 
by the leader of the Opposition. 

The CrrAIK\IAN : Perhaps it would be 
better for me to state the point of order, 
subject to the correction of the bon. mem· 
her for New England. The hon. member 
for New Englandtakes this point of order: 
That the disturbance having ceased-that 

[ Jl/1·. D ibbs. 

"• 

the Committee having been restored to 
order-the resolution now before the Com­
mittee is not in order, inasmuch as some 
business intervened, and the intervention 
of that business prevents the reporting of 
the scene of disorder to the House. Have 
I correctly stated the hon. member's point 
of order 1 

J\ir. CoPELAND : Hear, hear I 

The CHAIR~! AN : DoeR the hon. member 
for Bathurst wish to speak to that point 
of order 1 

J\lr. PAUL : I do, in reply to the leader 
of the Opposition. The hon. gentleman 
stated that be did his best to advise the 
hon. member for \Vest Macqual'ie to obey 
the Ohair. I distinctly heard the leader 
of the Opposit-ion encourage the hon. mem· 
ber in his conduct--

The CrrAHDIAN : OrdE>r. 
An Hox. :N!E)IBER : That is not true ! 
The CnAIIUIAX: The· bon. member will 

see that it is highly disorderly to make a 
charge when addressing the Committee on 
a point of order. 

1\fr. 'iVILLIS: On the point of ordet· I 
really think that as the lwn. member for 
'\Vest J\Tacquarie has. been punished for 
what offence he committed by being ex­
pelled from the House--· 

The CHAIRMAN: I must call the hon. 
member's attention to the fact that he is 
not. speaking to thP. point of order. His 
remarks will be perfectly legitimate on the 
resolution itself. 

Mr. 'iVILLIS : For the information of 
the Committee will you, 1\It-. Chairman, 
state the point of ordet· ~ 

The CHAIRliAN : As I haYe not the 
point of order written out, I trust hon. 
members will correct me if I do not state 
it as clearly as it ought to be stated. 
The point of order taken by tl1e hon. 
member for New England is this: That 
the disorder having ce::u:led, and order 
having been restored in the Committee, 
and other business having intervened, it is 
not in order to report the scene of disorder 
to the House. 

Mr. vVILLIS: I prefer to speak Oll the 
mflin question, but I wish to make this 
one remark --

The CrrAIRliAX: If the bon. member is 
going to speak on the main question he 
must be seated. 

Mr. O'SuLLIYAN : I CEJntend that this 
rnust be out of order according to your 
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own ruling to-night. You distinctly re­
fused at first to take this motion from the 
Colonial Secretary. 

Sir Hmnw PARKJ>S: Not upon that 
ground! 

Mr. O'SuLLIVA~: Excuse me. You dis­
tinctly refused to accept the motion from 
the Colonial Secretary, and you went so 
far as to tell the Serjeant-at-Arms to bring 
in Mr. Speaker. 'L'hat, in my opinion, 
Ehowo -.,•ory .:.l.:"'dy LlmL H yoL\ are bt to 
l10ld the position of Chairman-and ruling 
in the wa,y you did-the Colonial Secre­
tat·y is hig.hly disorderly in attempting to 
dispute your ruling. . 

The CIIAIIDIA::-1 : I think the hon. melll· 
ber will see that the charge contained in 
the last rerna,rk is not conducive to order. 

l\ir. CoLLI:->S : On the point of order, I 
may state that I was sitting on the Oppo­
sition bench, and I distinctly heard the 
leadet· of the Opposition try to --

The CnAIR~IAX: The hon. member will 
1e perfectly in order in substantiating any 
staterneuL made by the leader of the Oppo­
sition in the general debate. .A point of 
order is now before the Chair. 

::\:h. GARVAN : I think the motion be­
fore the Chair is perfect.ly in ordet·. A 
scene of disorder took place, and with­
out specifying the different incidents which 
constituted that scene, the disorder l1ad 
certainly not ceased when the motion was 
submitteJ. It was no particular act, and 
no p<trticnlar word, which constituted the 
disorder, and disorder of the most gross 
character, which occurred. The taking of 
the point of order as to whether you 
thought a different course should be pur­
sued or not at the commencement, does 
not affect the question of the disorder 
having arisen. You were under the im­
pression, at an earlier stage, that another 
course should have been pursued in the 
interests of order; bnt the scene of dis­
order had lasted all the time, and no other 
business of the House had actually inter­
vened. There is no question about that. 
l!'or these reasons I think the motion sub­
mitted is undoubtedly in order. :L\~ore 
than that, it would be contrary to every 
privilege of this House if a motion of this 
kind could not be submitted. Not alone 
can it be submitted, but it is the absolute 
duty of whoever is in command of the 
lJusiness of the House to submit such a 
motion; and he would be wanting in the 

obligations of his high office if he failed to 
submit such a motion. It is incumbent 
upon this House to take upon itself to ex­
press some opinion with reference to the 
acts of disorder itself, and perhaps to some 
of the incidents in connection with it. 

:Mr. '1'. WALKER : I submit that the 
disorder complained of was purely inci­
dental to the point which was raised when 
the Chairman orderr.rl t,hr. RP.ljP:lnt.'lt-.A.l·mn 
to remo,·e the hon. rnem ber for \Vest ::\:Iac­
quarie for not obeying his decision. The 
very moment that order, issued from the 
Chair, had been complied with, all disorder 
was at an end, and the ordinary business 
of the Committee was resumed. After 
that we should have to go back upon our­
selves to submit this point of order to Mr. 
Speaker. If we can do what it is pro­
posed shall be done, we can submit to !\Ir. 
Speaker a matter which occurred a week 
ago. The lapse of time makes no difter­
ence. The hon. member who lHIS moYecl 
the resolution hn.s clone so with the object 
of preserYing the dignity of Par-liament, 
and of keeping the rules of Parliament in­
tact.. One of t,he most inviohte rules of the 
House is that we shall not go back upon our 
business; that weshallcontinuethe bnsines~:~ 
we have in hand, since, having started with 
it, anything antecedent is of no concern to 
the Committee. If hon. members are going 
to presen-e parliamentary rules intact this 
motion is undoubtedly out of order. Be­
sides this, I take it that in the preserva­
tion of parliamentary rules we should 
have some consideration for what we are 
going to do after we haYe got the Chairman 
out of the clmir. It appears from the 
motion that tl1e hon. gentleman intends to 
report to the House that a certain thing 
has occurred, and apparently to do no 
more. 

Sir HE:-1RY PARKES: I did not say that! 
Mr. T. \V .ALKER: That is all we are left 

to imagine. 
The CnAIR~IAX : The hon. member will 

be out of order in speaking about what 
may or may not take place when this 
matter is reported. The Committee has 
nothing to do with a,ny action which the 
House may take when it resumes. 

l\Ir. T. vV ALKER: I was only replying 
to an interruption made by the Colonial 
Secretary. His entire contention is that 
business when the motion was made had en­
tirely ceased. But yon, sir, had performed 

Tlti1·d night. 
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your functions; you had maintained the 
dignity of the Chair ; your order had 
been obeyed, and the obstructing member 
had been removecl from the Chambet'. 
Order had been completely restored, and 
business was proceeding in a perfectly 
pacific manner when the Colonial Secre­
tary broke in upon it, and by that very pro­
ceeding committed an act of disorder him­
self. I submit that what the Colonial 
Secretary can do, anybody else can do, and 
if a motion can be given notice of two 
minutes after ordinary business has been 
going on it can be gi \'en notice of an hour 

· after, and we might constantly have mo­
tions to remove the Chairman from the 
chair to report disorder which had oc­
CUlTed a long time before. I say that it 

·will be dangerous to allow this motion to 
be taken after business has been gone on 
with. It is not as if there were a conten­
tion that business had not been gone on 
with, because it is admitted on all hands­
it is known to yourself and to every mem­
ber of the Committee-that business had 
actually commenced, and therefore I sub­
mit that no motion should have been al­
lowed to interrupt it. 

Mr. \V AXT : It seems to me that there 
is a strange misconception as to the facts 
uf this case. Directly the hon. member 
was removed from the Chamber, hon. 
members who sit opposite saw the scene of 
>iolence and disorder which occurred out­
side the doors, and it was only by the 
strength of those who had charge--

1\fr. WILLIS : Is the hon. member in 
order in debating the main question 1 I 
submit that he is debating the whole of 
the proceedings and not the point of order 
raised by the bon. member for New Eng­
land. I think that what should he meat 
for one should be meat for another in this 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN : I trust the bon; mem­
ber will at once withdraw the last expres­
sion. It is an insinuation that hon. mem­
bers are not receiving impartiality from the 
Chair. \Vhen he does so, I shall give my 
decision on his point of order. 

1\lr. \VILLIS : I withdraw it, and if it is 
offensive to the Committee or to the Chair, 
I apologise. 

The CnAimiAN : The hon. and learned 
member for Paddington, so far as he had 
got, was, I take it, endeavouring to state 
certain facts in order to gi-l·e his reasous 

[lb-. T. W alke1·. 

for or against the point of order. The hon. 
member is out of order in making refer­
ence to anything that has occurred outside 
the Ohambe1·. That has not been reported 
to the Committee. 

Mr. \VAxT: I was speaking of what 
was taking place at the door of the Cham­
ber, though I said outside. While this 
disorder was taking place the Colonial 
Treasurer stood up and commenced to ad­
dress the House; but before he had said a 
solitary word the Premier· motioned to 
him, so f<tr as I could see from my seat, to 
cease addressing the House, and before 
any business could be commenced again 
the Premier himself addressed the Ohair. 
Therefore, it is a mere quibble to state 
that business had inten'enecl, and I regret 
that bon. members on that side of the 
House, who ought to be the first-and 
who were the first to-night-to endeavour 
to suppress disorder, should come here to 
support the conduct which has occurred. 

The CHAIRlLL..., : The bon. member will 
see that the remarks which he is making, 
although they may be pertinent to the 
main question, are not now in order. On 
the point of order, all he can do is to 
explain the dry facts of the case. 

Mr. W AXT : Perhaps I was going a little 
beyond the mark, but it was while hon. 
members were attempting to keep Lhe hon. 
member for West Macquarie quiet that the 
Premier was in his position endeavouring 
to stop the Colonial Treasurer from speak­
ing, and was therefore putting a stop to 
any business which might otherwise ha>e 
intervened. Nothing was said, nothing 
was done, no discussion had taken place 
when the motion was proposed. Undoubt­
edly the Colonial Treasurer was called upon 
to speak, but the Committee is not bound 
by that action of the Chair. 

1\Ir. DmBs : Is not that a quibble 1 
Mr. W AXT: It is a quibble of a second 

class order to that raised by the hon. mem­
ber. What I am pointing out is that no 
business had intervened-and I believe I 
shall be borne out in my statement by other 
hon. members on this side. The Chairman 
calling upon the Colonial Treasurer to speak 
is not a commencement of business. I£ 
bon. gentlemen choose to call it commenc­
ing business I gi>e them all credit for their 
quibble. 

Mr. CoPELAXD : The l10n. gentleman's 
argument would lead one to the conclusion 
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that if the debate lasted for three months 
there would be no business done in that 
time.· The Chairman called upon the Co­
lonial Treasurer to speak, and that of it­
self was quite sufficient to commence busi­
ness. Even if the hon. gentleman had not 
spoken, it showed clearly that we had 
}Jassed on to other business. Will the hon .. 
member for Paddington say that when the 
order of the day is called upon, that is not 
passing from formal business~ Can any 

· hon, nlflmhPr gi,·o nohicl!: uf u. motion, or do 
anything of that kind then ~ 

Mr. WANT : The Colonial Treasurer was 
in possession of the Ohair before ! 

Mr. OorELAND : He was in possession 
of the Ohair before, and he resumed his 
explanation in reference to some remarks 
which I made. 

l\ir. WANT : That is not fresh business ! 
1\ir. OOPET.AND : It is undoubtedly fresh 

business. There would be no fresh busi­
ness according to the hon. member until 
the motion was absolutely disposed of. If 
it was not fresh business for the Chairman 
to ~all one bon. metuber to speak, it would 
not be fresh business for him to call upon 
a dozen bon. mem hers to speak, and after 
two or three days' discussion the hon. mem­
ber might just as reasonably get up and 
say, "Oh, this is the same business as we 
l1acl the other night when the hon. member 
for vVest l\iacquarie broke into it by his 
disorder." I am surprised at the hon. 
mem her arguing like that. I think his 
argument is purely and simply a quibble. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : On the point of 
order I am very much surprised that any 
hon. member can take the course which 
the hon. gentleman has taken. His con­
tention is founded on the well known par­
liamentary rule, that if irregular or un­
parliamentary words are spoken they can­
not be taken clown when other business 

. has intervened. But this is a very dif­
ferent case [tltogether. This in no way 
comes under that rule. The rule is pro­
pedy laid clown that if a member is guilty 

. of unparliamentary expressions, and other 
business is allowed to intervene, his words 
cannot be taken . down, and for obvious 
reasons, because, unless they are taken 
down at the time, there is no guarantee of 
accuracy. But this is a scene, not in one 
act·, not in one expression, but which is 
continued in the persons of several officers 
of the House, and which is carried to the 

extent of sweeping through the Chamber, 
and resistance at the door of the Chamber. 

Mr. T. WALKER : In debating the point 
of order, is the hon. gentleman entitled to 
discuss what took place at the door of the 
Uhamber and outside of the Chamber~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I am simply de­
scribing the circumstances .. · 

Mr. T. WALKER : You have ruled others 
out of order, sir, for the same thing; and 
I a.r>k whPt.h,.r the Oolv1.1iul Secretary is 
not out of orded 

The 0HAIRlliAN : The Colonial Secretary 
will not be in order in going into the 
general merits of what has occurred. It 
is exceedingly unfortunate that whenever 
the Ohair endeavours to offer an opinion, 
some hon. members feel it to be their dnty 
to supplement the remarks of the Ohair 
by observations in a low tone of Yoice. I 
trust this will not occur again. I hope 
the Colonial Secretary will endeavour to 
address himself to the point of order, and 
confine his remarks as nearly as possible 
t.o the facts wiLltout making a general 
statement. The point of order is as to 
whether, the Colonial Treasurer having 
been called upon to speak, the motion sub­
mitted byth~Oolonial Secretary is in order. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I think I was 
strictly in order, and .I do not find that 
you have ruled me out of order. I was 
simply endeavouring to define what the 
occurrence of to-night really was, and was 
pointing out that it was not at all analo­
gous to the occurrence against which the 
parliamentary rule has been established, 
that other things must not intervene. 
This is a thing which if clays had inter­
vened ought to be reported to the House. 

Mr. CoPELAND: Nonsense! 
Sir HENRY PARKES : It is very well to 

say "Nonsense," but if the contention is 
that things may be done in Committee 
and not reported to the House, then, of 
course, I kn,ow nothing about parliament­
ary order. 

Mr. CoPELAND: The hon. member knows 
that it is not the parliamentary practice ! 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I know very well 
that the rule that no other business must 
intervene relates only to the expression of 
disorderly language. But this is not a 
case of that kind. This is a case of a riot 
in the House, a case of defiance of the 
Chairman and of resistance to the Ser­
jeant-at-Arms. 
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:Mr. vVILLIS : I rise to order. Is the 
Colonial Secret<1ry in ot·cler in referring 
in general terms to what took place 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES: The hon. member 
can sit clown. 

Mt·. WrLLIS: I am addressing the Chair, 
not the hon. member. 

Sit· HEXRY PARKES: I decline to say 
anything more. 

~Ir. vVILLIS: I ask you, sir, to protect 
me and othet· hon. members from the in­
sults of the leadet· of the Government. 
What is dealt out to one man in this 
Hour.:e should be dealt out to another. 

The CHAimrAx : Order. The Chait· en­
deavours to dea.l impartially with all mem­
bers, and will continue tt> do so as long as 
I occupy the posit.ion. 

Mr. CRICK ( spectking from one of the 
ante-1·oorns): I tell you you are a liar ! 

The CHAIR)IAX : The Serjeant-at-Arms 
will take what assistance he requires to 
remove from the building the person who 
is disorderly. 

Mr. CRICK (speaking j1·om outside the 
Cltambe1') : 'Vhy don't you stick to the 
men who put you in office, and gave you 
your £800 a year1 

Sir HEXRY PARKES: This, too, is in 
order! 

The CuAIRMAX : I have alt·eady pointed 
out that the Colonial Secretary, tmy mOJ'P­

than any other bon. member, will not be 
in order in going into details. 

Sir HEXRY PARKES: I have done. 
The CHAIRliAX : The Colonial Secretary 

intimates that he has no further desire to 
address the Committee on the point of 
O(der. 

Mr. Drsns : 'Vhen t.be Colonial Trea­
surer was called upon to speak, and when 
he had risen to do so, I got up with a 

· view to suggest that the hon. gentleman 
should place himself in order by apologising, 
and so remove the difficulty, and it was 
at that moment that the Premier made 
the motion. . 

1\Ir. TRAILL : It appears to me, after 
tleliberate reflection, since this point was 
first raised, tn_at it cannot be sustained, 
otherwise the intervention of business 
between a scene or disturbance, and a pro­
posal such as that of the Premier, would 
prevent the matter being dealt with at 
any subsequent stnge of the proceedings. 
For instance, at the c)ose of the proceed­
ings, when the Chairman was about to be 

moved out of the chair in the onlinary 
way, it would be impossible to embody in 
the motion for the Chairman leaving the 
chair, any matter relating to the disturb-' 
ance which had occULTed, as at that period 
undoubtedly fresh business, or at any rate, a 
prolongation of business, would have inter-

. vened. I thinknomembee of this Committee 
conceives for one moment that although 
the disorder which arose was effectually 
quelled by yourself, and had ceased at the 
time the Premier made his motion, the 
matter can rest at this stage; consequently, 
if the point of ordee were sustained, the 
Peemier, oe any other hon. member, who 
would have an equal right in that respect, 
would be debarred at a subsequent stage 
from reporting to the House that such a 
disturbance had occurred. Such a repot't 
must be niade to l\Ie. Speaker in the chair. 
Fot· these reasons I think the point of 
order cannot be sustained, and that if on 
technical grounds it could, it would be a 
misfoetune, having in view the orderly con­
duct of the business of the House. 

The CHAm~rAN : The motion before the 
Committee, should the Committee deter­
mine to report to the House, would place 
one matter, and one matter only, before it. 
British law is very clear upon this point: 
that a man cannot be punished twice for one 
offence. Consequently, whether my action 
be right or wrong, that portion of the dis­
order consisting of the removal of the hon. 
member for 'Vest l\Iacquarie for disoLedi­
ence of t-he Chair is done away with. Al­
though the resolution contains a reference 
to that portion of the disorder-and the 
reference is necessary in order that the 
later disorder may be rightly understood­
the latter purtion contains specific refer­
ence to the violent resistance of officers of 
this House-in other words, to a specific 
disorder-in reference to which I take it 
that the Committee desire that the House 
may take action ; and I do not say that 
the House has not a right to take actioLl 
so far as the early part of the disorder is 
concerned. But the hon. member for New 
England contends that inasmuch as the 
Chairman had called upon the Colonial 
Treasurer to continue his remarks upon 
the main resolution before the Committee, 
this resolution cannot be received. The 
opinion of the Chair is that the motion is 
in order, and 'for this reason: the Chair 
can take no action whatever with regard 
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t9 the violence used against the officers of 
the House. That is a matter which it is 
in the province and wisdom of the Coi:n­
mittee to refer to the House or not as it 
may think fit. In the opinion of the 
Chair, no amount of business intervening 
during the sitting of the Committee could 
prevent the Committee from attaching, if 
it thought fit, to lhe resolution reported at 
the close of its sitting a statement with 
regard to the resistance oft'ered to the offi­
cers of the House. Ot·der having h'i'on 
~'iiltorcr.l, Ute disorder can be dealt with if 
in the opinion of the Committee it is de­
sirable to take that step. In my opinion 
the resolution is in order ; and if the Colo­
nial Treasurer had delivered a speech, I 
.certainly should have accepted the resolu­
tion. Bttt the hon. gentleman had not 
Jeliverecl a speech. He had simply been 
called upon by the Chair, and was almost 
immediately intenupted by the Colonial 
Secretary moving a rl.'solution. I there­
fore give my opinion in opposition to the 
point of order taken, and in favour of the 
resolution being legally before the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. CoPELAXD : I feel it my duty to 
dissent from your ruling on this question ; 
and, while I do so, I do not think hon. 
members can honestly assume that I am 
attempting to defend the hon. member for 
'Vest Macquarie for the disorder he crea­
ted. I have no desire to do that; but I 
have a desire to maintain the privileges of 
members of this'Cbamber; and I concei,-e 
that we are in great danger of losing some 
~f the privileges we have hitherto pos­
sessed. In my opinion, if a question of 
this kind can be referred to now, it can 
be referred to in an hour's time, or in a 
week's time. Anothet• hon. member was 
undoubtedly called upon to resume the 
-debo.te upon which the Committee were 
enga.ged, and he did so. The Colonial 
Treasurer himself will not deny the fact. 
He resumed the explanation he was oflen·­
ing when the disorder occurred. I submit 
that if disorder ·of any kind can be re­
fened to any time after business has been 
resumed, it would be quite competent for 
an hon. member at 10 or 11 o'clock to­
night to refer to it after half a dozen 
members had spoken upon the main ques­
tion. 

Sir HEXRY PARKES: Certainly it woi1ld 
be competent for him to do so ! 

16 It 

~h. CoPELAXD : I am surprised at the 
hon. membet· waking such a statement. 
'l'he bon. gentleman has been a member of 
Parliamen-t longer than any other hon. 
member here; but I ask him to point out 
a single instance in which such a thing 
has taken place. I say he would not be 
in order, and, although the hon. member 
has been here twice as long as I have, per­
llaps even longer than that, I believe I 
am just as well read in l\l:1y'!i: "Pc.rlia­
m.:uLat·y Practice" as he is. I challenge 
him to refer to a passage in "].\fay" in sup­
port of his contention. 

Sit· HENRY PARKES : If I may be per­
mitted to say so, it is the hon. member's 
duty to prove that he is correct! 

Mr. COPELAND : I submit tl1at my view 
is the correct one. I will presently refer 
to "1\'[ay" to show that whatc,-er notice 
may be taken of disorder must be taken at 
the time of that clisordet·, and that when 
once business has been resumed there is 
an end of the matter. There i:; no distinc­
tion between this case of disorder aud any 
othet· case. A disorderly remark w·as 
made, and the Chairman called upon the 
!ton. member who made it to withdr.aw it 
and to apologise, for what1 Not fot· 
having used a disordel"ly expression, but 
for lmving intenupted the business of the 
Committee, and the --· 

The CHAIR~IAN : Perhaps the Lon. mem­
ber will pardon me. I am sure he has no 
wish to misquote the Chair. The Chait· 
distinctly called upon the hon. member 
for West lVIacquarie to apologise for using 
an expression which had interrupted the 
business of the Committee, the expression 
being contained in an inte1:jection. 

Mr. COPELAND: The Chairman is not 
quite l'ight in what he says. It was not 
as he says--

The CrrAmMAN: I certainly must de­
cline to sit in this chair for one moment 
if I am to be tolrl that my statement of au 
opinion I have given is not correct. I dis­
tinctly calle:l upon the hon. member for 
"\-Yest Macquarie to withdraw the expres­
sion, and I asked him to apologise to the 
Committee for interrupting its business by 
that disorderly expression. 

1\h. A. ALLEX: That is perfectly correct ! 
Mr. CoPELAND : I presume hon. mem­

bers sitting in this Chamber are at liberty 
to have some opinion of their own. I 
would have you to remember, sir, that 

Thi1·d night. 

·. ~ 
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you are here merely as the Chairman of 
ihis Committee. \Vhen you give an 
opinion I and other bon. members are 
quite willing to abide by it ; but at the 
same time we claim our right to hold our 

_own opinion with reference to it. 
The CrrAIR~IAN : I decline to allow the 

bon. member to discuss my opinion except 
upon a specific motion dissenting from it. 

31r. CoPELA...'ID : Then the Chait· will 
have a merry time of it! 

The CrrAIR)IAN : I hope the bon. mem­
ber will withdraw the expression. 
- Sir HENRY PARKES : It is disorderly 
enough! 

The CrrAIR)IAN : The hon. member for 
New England will see that, irrespective of 
myself, the dignity of the Chair cannot be 
maintained if threats of that kind are in­
dulged in. 

:i\fr. CoPELAND ; I am dissenting from 
your decision now, sir, and I ask you not 
to interrupt me so frequently in my 
remarks. 

The CHAIRliAN : I have not interrupted 
the hon. member except to give him that 
which I thought he would be thankful to 
receive-an exact statement of what took 
place. I must call the hon. member's at­
tention to the fact that I have asked him 
to withdraw an expression which reflects 
upon the Chair. Personally it has nothing 
to do with me; but it has with the go· 
vernment of the Committee. I am sure 
the hon. member will withdraw the ex­
pression, as it amounts to a threat. 

~Ir. CoPELAND : I should like to know 
how I can dissent from your ruling, unless 
I can gi \'C the reasons 1 

The CHAIRlLAN : The non. mem her is at 
liberty to dissent from any ruling I have 
gi\·en with regard to the point of order he 
has taken; but he is not at liberty in dis­
cussing that to discuss other opinions and 
judgments that the Chair has given. The 
hon. member will see that he is discussing 
and was discussing other things that hap­
pened before the question of order was 
raised that he is now appealing to the 
House upon. 

l\Ir. CoPELAND : The whole question 
simply rests upon the origin of this dis­
order ! 

The CrrAIR>IAN : I am exceedingly sorry 
to have to interrupt the bon. member, but 
I must appeal to him before he proceeds 
any further, to withdraw an expression 

[Mr. Copeland. 

which amounts to a threat : that is, that 
the Chait· will have a merry time of it. 

Mr. COPELA."\"D : I do not see that I am 
called upon to withdraw that expression ! 

RoN. l\IE~IBERS: Chair ! 
:M:r. CoPELAND: There is nothing offen­

sive in the remark that the Chair will 
have a merry time of it. "What I simply 
wished to say was this : --

Sir HENRY PARKES: The Chair is the 
judge of its own character ! 

Mr. COPELAND : I presume I can defend 
my own action, and perhaps I may be al­
lowed to explain what I meant by the 
words "a merry time of it." I meant 
that there would be a great many points 
of order raised. That was my meaning, 
and there was nothing offensive in that. 
I presume I am at liberty to raise a point 
of order whenever I think the liberties of 

- this House are in danger, and I am not 
in the habit of raising questions of order 
merely to waste time. I am sorry to say 
that members of the Government are seem­
ingly lending themselves to this shameless 
waste of time. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : We are not lend­
ing ourselves to that outrage ! 

The CHAIR)IA...' : The Chair understood 
by the tone of the bon. member when he 
expressed the sentence that its meaning 
was entirely difterent from what the !Jon. 
member now P.xplains. If I am to under­
stand from the bon. member that in making 
that statement there was no intention to 
reflect upon the action of the Chair, or to 
intimidate or. threaten, I shall accept the 
bon. member's statement. I must say 
that from the tone of the hon. member, 
and from the manner in which the state­
ment was made, I was under the impres­
sion that he intended to make use of a 
threat. 

1\'Ir. COPELAND : I did not wish to in­
timidate the Chair or any one else. I am 
inclined to think, if I may be permitted 
to say so, that there are too many inter­
ruptions to the rem:1xks of !Jon. members, 
and unnecessarily so. Those interruptions 
lead to disorder. Disorder may arise 
either from the Chair or from bon. mem­
bers themselves. At any rate, I haYe 
never been in the habit of raising disorder, 
and now I am only trying to get on with 
the legitimate business of the Committee. 
I beg to mo>e --

3Ir. J. SrrEPIIERD : 
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Mr. CoPELAND : \Vill the Chail'man ex­
pel the l10n. member fot' Paddington as 
well as the hon. membet' for 'Vest 1\'Ia.c­
quarie ~ 

The CHAIRliAN : Order. The hon. mem­
ber for Paddington must obey the Chair, 
and cease disorderly interruptions . 
. l\fr. CoPELAJ.~D : The Chair should com­

pel the hon. member t6 cease interrupting. 
The CHAIRMAN : I cannot allow the hon. 

member for New Engl~nd to address the 
Chair in that manner. I was about to call 
upon thfl hnn. Dlomb.:li fur Paddmgton, Mr. 
J'. Shepherd, to withdraw the remark he 
made, and apologise. 

Mr. J. SHEPHERD : I£ the remark is re­
garded as offensive, I beg to withdl'aw it 
and apologise. 

l\'Ir. CoPELAND : I beg to move : 
That you do now leave the chair, report the 

point of orrler to the House, and ask leave to sit 
again so soon as the point of order is decided, 
the point of order being : that, inasmuch as the 
disorder had passed away by the removal of the 
bon. member for West :Macquarie, the business 
having been resumed by the Colonial Treasurer 
being called upon to resume the debate on the 
financial statement, and t.he Treasurer himself 
resumed his speech, it is out of order to refer to 
the said disorder, either by reporting to Mr. 
Speaker or otherwise, upon which the Chair had 
expressed the opinion that the motion was in 
order, to which opinion exception was taken. 

Question proposed. 
l\fr. WILLIS: I would not have ri:;en to 

speak about this unfortunate occurrence 
but for the remarks which fell from the 
bon. member for Bathurst. One bon. mem­
ber told the House --

The CHAIRMAN : The ruling already 
given stands good with regard to t.his mo­
tion. The debate now is, whether this 
question shall be referred to Th'h. Speaker. 
Any matter having direct reference to that 
is in order ; but general debate is not. 

Mr. T. WALKER: On the point of order 
I may state that I have seen the bon. 
member for West l\facquarie. I under­
stand your ruling was that the bon. mem­
ber should be removed from the Chamber 
until he apologised. 

The CHAIRMAN: That ruling was given, 
and if the bon. member had obeyed it or 
had given an indication that he was pre­
pared to obey it, the Chairman would, 
when the ordinary business was being pro­
ceeded with, have accepted the apology. 
The Committee, however, have now placed 
it beyond the power of the Chair.to accept 

the apology by the resolution which has 
been submitted. When the resolution is 
dealt with the Chairman will be in a posi­
tion to express an opinion on anything the 
hon. member may have to say. The ques­
tion before the Committee at present is 
that I should leave the Chair, and report 
a point of order to Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. WILLIS: I shall reserve my remarks 
until I have an.opportunity of expressing 
them more fully. 

Mr. OvP!!!LAN'D : Before the question is 
put I should like to draw the attention of 
hon. ruem hers to certain facts. This is a 
question of voting. Of course what I may 
say may not influence the votes of bon. 
members. I desire, however, to quote 
from May's "Parliamentary Practice" in 
support of the contention I have raised; 
and hon. members will then see for them­
selves that mycontentionis perfectly sound. 
I take up this position : that after the dis­
order had passed away, by the removal 
qf the hon. member creating the clisordet· 
outside the Chamber, thA Colonial Trea­
surer was called upon to resume the 
ordinary business of the evening. The 
Colonial Treasurer did resume that busi­
ness, and had spoken several words b,efore 
tho Premier had taken action in connec­
tion with the disturbance. This is what 
nfay says with reference to the pt·actice of 
the House of Commons : 

\Vhenever any disorderly words have been 
used by a member in the debate notice should 
be immediately taken of the words objected to ; 
and if any member desire that they may be taken 
down, the Speaker or Chairman, if it appear to 
be the pleasure of the House or the Committee, 
will direct the clerk to take them down. . . 
The House of Commons have agreed '' that when 
any member had spoke between no words which 
had passed before could be taken notice of." 

Does any hon. member say that in this in­
stance the Colonial Treasurer hau not 
spoken between ~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES: It is not a matter 
of words; it is a matter of action. 

Mr. COPELAND : It is useless quoting 
"May" if hon. members will quibble and 
attempt to get away from a clear statement 
of facts. I say that the Colonial Treasurer 
had resumed the business of the evening, 
and he had spoken several words before 
the Premier rose in his place. " May') 
continues : 

So as to be written clown in order to a ~ensure 
Sit· HENRY PARKES : Hear, hear ! · 

Thi1·d night. 
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1\:Ir. CoPELAND : Of course the hon. gen­
tlem::m knows perfectly well that he is 
bound to say "hear, hear." Is not that 
what I have contended all along? 

Sir HENRY PAnKES: No. 
1\ir. CoPELAND : Yes, it is, and I call the 

attention of the Chairman to the hon. gen­
tleman's interruptions. I submit I have 
no right to be interrupted in this way. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I can surely cheer. 
Mr. CoPELAND : I am not quite sure 

whether hon. gentlemen can cheer or not. 
Either JYf t•. Speaker or the Chairman has 
ruled that it is out of order to cheer on 
certain occasions. "~fay" continues : 

And on the 9th April, 1807, the Speaker de­
cided that the words of Dr. Duigenan could not 
~)e taken down, though Lord Howiek had imme­
diately risen to order, and had objected to the 
words used. But another member aml the 
Speaker had spoken to the question of order be­
fore the House expressed a wish to have the 
words taken down. 
Here is ::t case in which the debate on the 
disorder was actually coutinned, and yet 
because .the words were not taken down at 
'the very moment they were uttered, it was 
ruled that they could not be taken down. 

An RoN. l\'!E~IBER : There is no motion 
that the words be taken down in this in­
stance. 

J\:[r. COPELAND : It is exactly the same 
thing. It is a c::tse in which attention is 
drawn to adison.ler which has passer! away 
as much as though it had happened seven 
years ago. Then "~fay" continues : 

And, again, when objection was taken to 
words, after a question had been put from the 
Chair, it was ruled to be too late. 

Can bon. members want a clearer case 
than that 1 

The same principle would seem to apply, if 
the member hacl n.fterwards been permitted to 
continue his speech without interruption ; and 
this appears to be the rule in the Lords, where 
the words are rec1uirecl to be taken down in­
sta,nter. If the words be t.'tken down in tt Com­
mittee of the \Vhole House, they are ordered to 
l)e reportecl, and the House deals with the niat-
ter as it may think fit. · 
I submit that it is perfectly clear that if 
we are' to be guided by " May" in this 
matter--and we have no standing orders 
which deal specially with this question-it 
is not now in order to refer the mntter to 
Mt·. Speaker, Ol' to take any fut·ther notice 
'of it. For tliese reason!', I beg to mO\·e 
dissent from yout• ruling. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: By some singular 
obliquity of mind, the hon. member, ap-

[ Jfr. CoJ!eland, 

parently without knowing it, has entirely 
deij_troyed his own position. I contended 
myself exactly as the hon. member con­
tends, and as "May" contends, that if dis­
orderly words are spoken,_ and they are 
not noticed ::tt once, they c::tnnot be taken 
clown after oth~r business has intervened ; 
bnt that is not the case we are consider­
ing. 

l\'Ir. CoPELAND : Undoubtedly it is. 
Sit· HENRY PARims: \Ve at'e not con­

sidering that case at all ; but we are con­
sidering a case which will find an analogy 
in the ·conduct of Mr. Fem·gus O'Connor, 
and several other members. The case we 
are considering is one, not of disorderly 
words, but of disorderly conduct, amount­
ing to a literal defiance of the Chair, and a 
literal resistance oi the Serjeant-at-Arms, 
amounting to a scramble in this House, 
which did not terminat.e until the offender 
was put outside the House. The House 
of Commons ne,·er deals with a matter of 
that kind under the ruling which the hon. 
member has correctly quoted; and I will 
prove a,t once how impossible it would be 
to do it. Supposing that when the Se•:jeant­
at-Arms was instructed to do his duty the 
offending membel', instead of threatening 
and gesticulating, had actually killed him. 
\Vould you have pretended that the rule 
that businP.SS had intervened would have 
saved the offender from the consequences 
of his action~ \Vhy, no man in his senses 
would contend anything so absurd and so 
·irrational. 

Mt·. O'SuLLIVAN: I rise to order. The 
question is whether this mattet· should or 
should not be referi·ed. to ~ir. Speaker. 
I ask whether the Colonial Secretary is in 
order in covering the whole ground~ I 
would point out that you have already 
ruled that it is not in order to do that. 

The CnAIR)IAX: The Premier was reply­
ing to the arguments of the hon. member 
fot· New England, who has point(ld out 
that "May" lays down a certain procedure 
when disorderly words are used, and the 
Premier was showing that in his opinion, in 
this case, it is not words, but actions, with 
which the Committee have to deal. So 
long as the Premier, or any other hon. mem­
ber, confines himself to that line of argu­
ment, he will be in order. 

Sit· HENRY PARKES : I cannot under 
stand this disposition to endeavour to sup 
press fair debate. Surely we want to do 
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what is right in this matte1·, not in the 
interest of individuals, but in the interest 
of Parliament. Surely every man wants 
to do that. Is there any man here who 
would go to his constituents. and justify 
what has taken place to-night? Then, 
why attempt to bring it under the rule so 
well known, which refers to disorderly 
language, and to disorderly language only 1 
This .is a case of outmge-of the defile­
ment of the very House to which we are 
elected. Not only that.1 but we also ought 
to remember that this outrage was repeated 
by <t shout from 1\fr. Speaker's ante-room 
by the same offender. If hon. members 
think this a lightoft€mce, to be covered by 
the well-known rule that you must write 
down disorderly words before other busi­
ness can intervene, I do not think they 
have any great respect for the dignity of 
Parliament. I shall certainly vote against 
the motion, which is being made to sub­
mit your ruling, sir, to M:r. Speake1'. 
Your ruling is so manifestly correct, and 
every person acquainted with tllfl rules of 
Parliament must know it to be so. 

M:r. CoPELAND: If so, why is the hon. 
member afraid of submitting it to 1\lr. 
Speaker? 

Si1· HENRY PARKES: Because it 1s a 
frivolous attempt to waste time. 

1\Ir. CoPELAND: I rise to order. The 
hon. member has charged me with moving 
this motion with the intention of creating 
a frivolous waste of time. Is he in order 
in doing so 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES: It is perfectly par· 
liamentary for me to express the opinion 
that time has been w:tsted. There would 
be no liberty of speech at. all if that were 
disallowed. 

Mr. CoPELAND : I submit the hon. mem­
ber is not in order in charging me, in 
moving this motion dissenting from your 
ruling, with the intention of fri 1·olously 
wasting time. 

The CnAIRliAX : I accept the bon. mem­
ber's point of ordet·; but will the bon. 
member allow the Colonial Secretary to 
say what he has to say upon it 1 

Sir H·ENRY PARKES: I have no inten­
tion to say anything further. 

The 0HAIHMAN: If I understand the 
pojnt of orcler.correctly; the hon. member 
for New England claims that he has been 
charged with frivolously wasting the time 
of the Committee. 

JUr. CoPELAXD : 'With intending to do 
so! 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I did not sny "in­
tention"! 

The Cn.uR~IAN: The Colonial Secretary 
dist.inctly disclaims ht~ving imputed such 
an intention, and the hon. member was 
perfectly in orde1·, if he did not impute to 
the hon .. member for New England an in­
tention to 1we1·ent the Committee's busi· 
ness from proceeding, in using the words 
whil'h h" n~11d. l f tho hon. mombc1· ha.ll 
used them to accuse the hon. member for 
New England of wasting time--

Mr. COPELAND: Of a "frivolous attempt 
to waste time"! 

The CnAllUIAN : The hon. mern ber dis­
claims that, and his word must be taken. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I submit that 
while you, si1·, are in the chair, it is our 
duty to support yon, as it is our duty, in 
the full Honse, to support Mr. Speaker, 
and it should not be on any light occasion 
that we should dissent from your ruling. 
As far as I can form an honest and inde­
pendent opinion, yom ruling is absolutely 
correct, and I ol~ject to throw a kind of 
slight upon your judgment by sending this 
ruling to Mr. Speaker. In my judgment. 
there is no occasion for such censure, an(l. 
unless there is a grave ground for such :;, 
step we ought to support your ruling, and 
support yon in the chair at all times. 

Mr. T. WALKER: Spea:ring upon the 
motion, I submit that the speech of the 
Colonial Secretary, to give it its proper 
weight, is entirely in favour of this m:tt­
ter being submitted to 1\'It-. Speaker. He 
draws a distinction between the point 
where words are to be taken down, and 
where disorder of such a serious character 
as occurred to-night takes place. Now, I 
submit that if there is a reason why our 
action should he immediate when words 
only are concerned, there is a stronger 
reason that it should be so when disorderly 
acts and riot occur. If we are not to allow 
the slightest business to be transacted 
where words arc concerned, we should be 
doubly particulat· where the disorder is of 
such a charac.ter as has been descrihecl by 
the Colonial Secretary to-night. We should 
be closely upon our guard to be immediate 
in punishing the delinquent, whoe1·er he 
may be. But there is another argument 
why this point should be referred to Mr. 

Thi1·d night. 
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Speaker. It is that it is comparatively non I. 
The fact that there is such a difference of 
opinion upon it between hon. members who 
hold leadingpositionsin the House, and the 
Colonial Secretary, shows to some extent 
the ·novelty of the quest.ion. Now, when 
a new point of this importance-and no 
one can deny its importance-arises, there 
can be no discourtesy to the Chairman in 
submitting it to the highest tribunal of 
the Assembly. When we can have such a 
difference of opinion between men well 
versed in points of order, and well up in mat­
ters relating to parliamentary proceedings, 
as we l1ave had to-night, surely after the 
Chairman has given his decision, it can be 
no reflection upon him to refer the matter 
to be decided by the highest authority that 
the House possesses. In fact, sir, it would 
be more to your credit., and more to the 
credit of the Committee, to ha1•e this mat­
ter definitely settled by 1\it·. Speaker, be­
cause by our action to-night we are creat­
ing a precedent. In the various speeches 
which have been delivered pro and con, 
there have been no references to specific 
cases, no appeals to the decisions of pre­
vious speakers of this House, or of 
speakers of the House of Commons, be­
cause no case precisely similar to this has 
been decided. Now, in making a prece­
dent, the Committee should be extremely 
hesitant and guarded. If Mr. Speaker 
will rule in accordance with the ruling of 
the Chairman of Committees, nothing is 
lost, and we shall have a double ruling for 
the guidance of the House, if anything 
similar should unfortunately occur in 
the futare. But if, by the vote of 
the majority, this matter is decided by 
the ruling of the Chair, there will still be 
a doubt. in the minds of hon. members. 
simply by a majority, simply by the Com­
mittee. The point would virtually, in the 
minds of most hon. members, still remain 
unsettled. Therefore as nothing can be 
lost to your honor and dignity, as none of 
the honor and dignity of the House can 
be sacrificed, as we are fighting now for 
parliamentary rights and privileges and 
for upholding parliamentary law, and as 
we are sticking at nicetie~=; we should do 
well I think to submit a point of this 
importance, when it is the fit·st of its kind 
that has ever occurred in the House, to 
Mr. Speaker. I shall therefore vote for the 
reference of the point to 1\fr. Speaker. 

[ .Jh. T. Walke1·. 

1\Ir. TnAILL: The bon. gentleman who 
has just sat down l1as anticipated to some 
extent the remarks I was about to make. 
If the resolution proposed by the hon. 
member for New England could be separ­
ated into two parts, and the matter could 
be referred to 1\ir. Speaker without dis­
senting from the ruling of the Chairman 
I should certainly vote for the second part 
and against the first. But as it stands, it 
being inseparable, as I understand, it is ne­
cessarv for me to consider which is the least 
comp;omise of my own opinion. I cer­
tainly concur that it is desirable at this 
stage to obtain the decision of the highest 
authority in the House. There is a very 
strong amount of dubiety as to what may 
be the proper course of procedure. 'What 
is the most convenient and most just proce­
dure in view of the ordinary conduct of 
business I have no doubt whatever in my 
own mind, and that is that the matter 
should be referred to Mr. Speaker as origi­
nally proposed by the Premier. It was dis­
tinctly ruled by the ex-speaker not very 
long ago that u~ess a matter be referred to 
him from the Committee through the Chair­
man no _subsequent reference when 1\ir. 
Speaker was in the chair could be made to 
what occurred in the Committee, and unless 
the matter be conveyed in the way intended 
by the motion of the Premier there can 
be no subsequent dealing with it, and it 
must pass entirely as it has been dealt 
with in Committee, which appears to me to 
be an undesirable thing. But at the same 
time the point is of some dubiety. The 

.hon. member has pointed out distinctly 
that if words are referred to, and any busi­
ness intervenes between the utterance of 
those words and notice being taken of 
them that is out of order, and the objec­
tion will not stand-that the notice must 
be taken and the words taken down with­
out any intervening business. The analogy 
between words and actions, as drawn by the 
hon. member for Northumberland, strikes 
me exactly in the inverse ratio. The 
reason why words must be taken down 
and dealt with at the moment is obvious, 
because otherwise theymayescapememory. 
But no person can have any doubt as to 
the facts in regard to acts transpiring be­
fore him. Words are -....ery subtle things ; 
they are very easily transposed and changed 
unless they are taken down and at once 
photographed, as it were. 



Financial Statement. (12 Nov., 1890.] Financial Statement. 517!:1 

1\ir. T. 'N ALKER : Look at the different 
versions of the facts that we have had 
to-night! 

Mr. CoPELAND : Words are not more 
subtle than the memory of facts ! 

Mr. TRAILL : vV ords are extremely sus­
ceptible of ve1-y"nice inflections of change, 
and seldom will. the memory of two persons 
agree as to the use of words. The only 
.authority available at the moment is that 
Qf "May," and I find there a very nearly 
analogous course laid down. J\iay says : 

In ordina,ry cases an infringement of the usage . 
{)r orders of the House is obYious, and is inunc­
<liately checked by the Speaker ; in other cases, 
his attention is directed to a point of order, 
when he at once gives his decision, and calls 
upon the member who is at fault to conform to 
the rule as explained from the lJhair. But 
doubtful cases may arise, upon which the rules 
of the Honse are indistinct or obsolete --

It appear13 to me that this is exactly a case 
in which the rules of the House are indis·· 
tinct. In support of his contention that 
the case should be dealt with differently. 
from words, the Premiet· has not quoted 
any precedent incident or precedent fact. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: There are num­
bers in ·the journals of the House of Com­
mons! 

l\Ir. TrtAILL : I do not think they were 
quoted. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : -There is the case 
Qf :M.r. Feargus O'Connor ! 

Mr. SLATTERY: In that case the dis­
<>rder was dealt with immediately ! 

Sir HENRY PARKES : No ! 
lVIr. TRAILL : At the present time the 

1·ules of the House relating to the distinc­
tion between acts and words are undoubt­
edly indistinct if not obsolete. 'N e can­
not say they are obsolete because we do 
not know that any rules distinctly bearing 
<>n the subject ever existed. At any rato 
they are indistinct; they give ground for 
some doubt at the present moment. 
1\:Iay goes on to say, 
or do not apply directly to the point at issue ; 
a~1d t~en the Speaker, hing left without specific 
-dtrect10ns, refers the natter to the judgment of 
the House. 

That is to say, w·aen the House is again 
sitting and Mr. Speaker in the chair, so 
important is it considered that the matter 
should be deliberated upon in the most 
thoughtful way that even Mr. Speaker 
himself does not decide, but refers the 
whole matte1· to the House. That again 

is contrary to the line of argument taken 
by the bon. member for Northumberland 
who deprecates, and I think ,\,ith some 
justice, the reference of a matter of this 
kind to a vote of possibly an excited or 
party character. Nevertheless so it is, 
and the importance of the matter where 
the rules of tho Rouse are uistinct is care­
fully recognised by l\:Iay. I shall there­
fore vote for t11e reference of this point to 
Mr. Speaker. At the same time I wish it 
to be distinctly under!;;tood tha.t T persnn. 
ally agree with the ruling of the Chair­
man. Although in a formal manner I 
difl'er from the ruling of the Chairman, 
yet I actually acquiesce in that ruling, and 
it is only the latter part of. the motion as 
to the reference to Mr. Speaker for which 
I am really voting. 

l\Ir. LYNE : I think that in a case of 
this kind the surrounding circumstances 
must be taken into consideration. I have 
listened to the remarks of the mover of 
the motion, and also to those which fell 
from the Premier, and I am exceedingly 
sorry that objection has heen raiseu to the 
reference of this mattet· to 1\ir. Speaker. 
There is no doubt that very great disorder 
arose. The Colonial Treasurer rose to 
speak, and there is very little doubt in my 
mind that while that was taking place, 
and while the bon. gentleman was called 
upon, the disordet· was continued. Under 
those circumstances the case is peculiar. 
The leader of the Opposition, and those 
associated with him, endeavoured to pre­
vent the disorder ; but, in spite of that, 
disorder of a serious character took place, 
and, setting aside all small technicalities, 
because the question as to the Colonial 
Treasurer getting up to speak is a techni­
cality--

1\:Ir. T. \V ALKER : I am sorry to inter­
rupt the bon. member ; but as other hon. 
members have been confined to the ques­
tion immediately before the Committee, I 
think it only fair that the hon. gentle­
man's remarks should have a similar limit. 

l\:Ir. LYNE: I submit that I was strictly 
in order. I was saying that I intended to 
vote against the motion, because I agree 
with the decision you have given-with 
the reasons you have given for referring 
the matter originally in dispute to the 
House. I was showing that I was op­
posed to the action taken in dissenting 
from your opinion. 

Third nigl~t. 
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The CrrAIJniAN : I do not think the hon. 
member had entered into sufficient detail 
to bring "him within the rule which has 
been applied to other hon. members. 

l\Jr. LYNE : Having regat·d to the pecu­
liar circumstances surrounding the case, I 
am exceedingly sorry that the matter is 
not already before the House. There could 
be no disposition I am sure on the part of 
the Opposition to support in any way the 
hon. member wlto has been guilty of dis­
order; and being so satisfied, I think the 
sooner we take the matter before :Mr. 
Speaker and obtain l1is decision the better. 

Question resolved in the negati,·e. 
l\it-. PAUL: I should not have troubled 

the Committee. with any remark but for 
the statement of a member of the Opposi­
tion that he did all he could to induce the 
hon. membet· for '\Vest l\facquarie to obey 
the Chair." 

The CrrAimiAN : I must point out to the 
bon. member t.hat under the rule of Par­
liament he is bound to accept the state­
ment of the hon. member to whom here­
fers. 
. Mr. PAUL : I desire to tell the House 
something I heard him say. 

l\fr. LYNE: Which hon. member1 
1\Ir. PAUL : The leader of the Opposi­

tion. I heard him deliberately ask the hon. 
member for West l\facquarie not to apolo­
gise, because the Colonial Treasmer had 
not been asked to apologise. 

l\fr. \VILLIS: The hon. member is 
wrong! 

l\ir. PAUL: I say that so fat• from dis­
couraging the hon. mem her for West Uac­
quarie in resisting the Chair, the hon. 
gentleman encouraged him. 

1\Ir. R. B. WILKINSON : I ri.se to order. 
I draw the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that the hon. member is dealing with 
the conduct of the leader of the Opposi­
tion, whereas the motion now before the 
Committee has no reference to that bon. 
member. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have already inti­
mated to the hon. member that the leader 
of the Opposition having made a state­
ment, that statement must be accepted. 
The hon. member is not only travelling 
beyond the bounds of the discussion, but 
he is making an imputation which is dis­
orderly. 

Mr. \VILLis : This is a very unfortunate 
occurrence, and I think the action the 

[M?·. Lyne. 

Chair has taken in dealing with the hon. 
member who caused the disorder should be 
sufficient for the House and for the coun­
try. I do not think that the hon. gentle­
man who h:;ts made this motion will receive 
much kudos from the country for follow­
ing up this matter, as though he desired 
the last drop of blood out of the bon. mem­
ber for West 1\fa.cquat·ie. No hon. mem­
ber can h•ke the part of the hon. member 
for \Vest l\facqua.rie in the course he bas 
taken to-night. I, for one, although the 

. opinion and the action of the Ubair seemed 
somewhat enatic, strongly advised the hon. 
member to apologise, and my hon. friend, 
the leader of the Opposition, also advised 
him to apologise-in fact he implored him 
to do so. 

l\ir. PAUL: In the early part of the pro­
ceedings~ 

Mr. \VILLIS: I am addressing my re­
marks to the Chair, and not to the animated 
coffin from Bathurst. 

The CHAIR::UAN: The hon. member will 
withdraw the expression he has just used, 
and will, I am sure, tender to the Com­
mittee an apology. I think the Committee, 
in accepting such apologies, will understancl 
that they are to be made not merely from 
the lips. If I am permitted to remain in 
the Chair apologies of this description will 
be made in a manner from which the Com­
mittee can infer that they are really meant. 
I appeal to the bon. member for Bourke to 
withdraw the expression, and to apologise 
to the Committee in the sense in which one 
gentleman apologises to anothe~·-

Mr. \VILLIS : I apologise, although I do 
not know how I could do so; other than 
with my lips and my tongue. However, 
I apologise, and I think that is all this 
Honse can request me to do. But while 
I apologise, I think I might be protected 
from inte1:jections from the other side. We 
hear inte1jections of a disorderly character 
coming from the Government, and more 
especially from the leader of the Govern­
ment. 

The CnAIR~IA..'<: The hon. member is not 
in ordet· in discussing interjections on this 
motion. 

Mr. \VILLIS: I was saying that the 
leader of the Opposition implored the hon. 
member for West l\iacquarie to withdraw 
the expression he used, and to apologise 
for it. I was sitting beside the hon. mem­
ber, and I also did so. The hon. membeY 
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for The N amoi, Mr. Collins, another sup­
porter of the Government, did the same. 
If hon. members opposite do not feel dis­
posed to take the word of the leader of the 
Opposition, perhaps tllflY will take the word 
of one of their own side. The hon. gentle­
man implored the hon. member for "\Vest 
l\'Iacquarie to withdraw the words and 
apologise. He said, · " No, I will not 
apologise, because the Colonial Treasurer 
first insulted me, and he has not been 
called upon to withdraw and apologise. 
Ho lmo .:~itlJply been c:Llled upon to with­
draw. The Chairman in this matter is 
partial; he has always been partial to the 
Government." 

The CHAIR~IAN: The bon. member will 
have to withdraw the expression that the 
Chairman is partial. 

Mr. SLA'l'TERY : He is only repeating 
what the hon. member for West Macquarie 
said! 

The CnAIR)IAN : That is equally dis­
orderly. 

Mr. vVILLIS: It seems to me that the 
best thing we can do is to give up trying 
to address the Committee at all. Upon 
my soul I cannot see any chance for any 
member standing up for the rights and 
liberties of speech. vVhile the Government 
rule with the iron hand, we might as well 
be at home in our beds as trying to fight 
for the rights and liberties of the people. 
l give the words of a conversation which 
took place almost verbatim. Forsooth, 
you set me down, and say it is disorderiy 
to repeat what the hon. member for vVest 
Macquarie said. What course am I to 
pnrsue~ 

The CHAIR~IAN: The hon. mem her should 
confine his remarks to the resolution before 
the Committee. 

Mr. WILLIS: I am trying to do so. I 
am trying to get to the kernel of this dis­
Ol'der, and to point out that the leadet· of 
the Opposition is in no way to blame. The 
.leader of the Opposition tried, by every 
means in his power, to induce the bon. 
member to apologise to the House and to 
you, sir. The bon. ri1em ber for West Mac­
quarie pointed out that the Colonial Trea­
suret· had not been called on to apologise ; 
that the Chair was partial, and was always 
partial. 

The CHAIRMAN : As I have already in­
timated, it is equally as disorderly to at­
tempt to attribute partiality to the Chait· 

by repeating what some other person said 
as it is to make a direct st<ttement to that 
effect. There will be a time-and ap­
parently it is not faraway-when the hon. 
m.ember will be at liberty to make remarks 
at whatever length he pleases on the ac­
tion of the Chair; but he is 110t at liberty 
to do so at present. 

Mr. vVILLIS: I will not trespass any 
more in that direction, but it is carrying 
party feeling a little too fat· when hon. 
mem her& on thR nt.hPr §iclo will goil u !J, 
perhaps put up by the Premier, because 
he is always at the beck and call of the 
Premier -·--

The 0HAIR)IAX : The bon. member will 
see that l1is remarks have no reference 
whatever to this resolution, and he is cer 
tainly disorderly in charging the Premier 
with putting up any person for any such 
purpose. 

Mt·. vVILLIS·: As I have already said, I 
woultlnot have spoken it it had not been 
for the action of the bon. member for 
Bathurst in cha•·ging the hon. member f01· 
The l\'IurrumbidgP.e with having egged on 
the hon. member for West 1\iacquarie, 
when that hon. member had done all he 
could to induce the hon. member for vVest 
Macquarie to apologise. I, for one, felt 
that that hon. member was being badly 
treated by the House. Let us go back 
to the circumstances : The hon. member 
for New England gave way to the Colo­
nial Treasurer, so that he might make 
an explanation. The hon. member for 
vVest Macquarie jokingly intet:jected some 
friendly remark, when the Colonial Trea­
surer said, "You are nobody." The hon. 
member for "\Vest 1\'Iacquarie simply said, 
"Well, you are only a makeshift"; then 
the hon. member for South Sydney, 1\ir. 
Traill, said, "He is not a shift at all ; he 
is a shirt." The Colonial 'l'reasuret· was 
asked to withdraw the remark, and of 
course he did so. He occupies a high 
position in this House, and it was consis­
tent with his dignity to do so. Then the 
Chairman of Committees called upon the 
hon. memher for 'Vest Macquarie to with­
draw the expression, and mark you, sir, 
to apologise. He of course thinking that 
the Colonial Treasurer should also apolo­
gise, point blank refused to do so. I think 
he acted very injndiciously. There is too 
much disposition in this House, and more 
especially on the other side, to sit upon 

Third night. 
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and gag young members. Wl1en we look 
at the records of this House, we can see 
that greater scenes of disorder have oc­
curred here, and led on by whom ~ By 
the Premier of this country. 

The CHAIR)IAN: The bon. gentleman 
will see that whatever scenes of disorder 
may or may not have occurred in the past 
they ha>e nothing ~hateYer to do with 
this resolution. The hon. member is not 
in order in making such a reference. 

Mr. WILLIS: As there seems to be no 
liberty of speech here --

The CrrAIR)IAN: The bon. member will 
have to withdraw that expression; it is 
an imputation upon the ruling of the 
Chair. 

l\Ir. WILLIS : I withdraw it and will 
say no more. 

1\Ir. TRAILL: I must complain of the 
wav in which the hon. memberfor Bourke 
dra'gged me into this matter, as having 
made use of a disorderly expression. I 
did use the expression he quoted; but I 
inte1jected it quietly into the ear of my 
next neighbour as a little bit of a joke. It 
was not a good joke, and I certainly would 
not have given it to the House in general. 
It was quite as confidential as if I had 
written a private letter on the subject, 
and I am very sorry that it has been 
hauled up in this way. 

Mr. HUTCHISO::< (Glen Innes): An· 
ancient writer has said, "Behold what a, 

great fire a very little matter kindleth." 
'Ve have had an instance of that to-night. 
I exceedingly regret the incident which 
has taken place to-night, and I do not 
wish to see a. recurrence of it. I do not 
wish to animadvert upon your ruling, sir, 
or the ruling of Mr. Speaker. I simply 
wish to state my impression that of late I 
feel that I can scarcely open my mouth 
without calling down upon me the hard 
and fast ruling of 1\'Ir. Speaker or the 
Chairman. 
- The CHAIRMA::< : I am sure the hon. 
member will see that he has no right 
whatever to debate the ruling of l\fr. 
Speaker in this Committee. I must ask 
the hon. member to <woid any reference of 
that kind, more especially as the terms 
used approach to disresped of the rulings 
which have been given. 

Mr. HuTCHISON (Glen Innes): I do not 
reflect upon you or upon 1\:Ir. 8peaker in 
any shape or form·; but I merely state my 

[Mr. Willis. 

feelings in the matter. I exceedingly re­
gret what has taken place; and I ha>e 
come to the conclusion, notwithstanding 
anything that may be said to the contrary, 
that I, as one of the people's representa­
tives, might as well stay at home. I am 
not going to impute partiality to you, sir; 
but still, I have. thoughts to which I can­
not givo expression; but I will not speak 
them, and you will not be able to get hold 
of me. Son1e very curious thoughts have 
passed through my mind. I know some­
thing of the individual members of Parlia­
ment, and I know something about law and 
order-and how things should be done de­
cently and in order. I can see when errors 
have been made and by whom, without say­
ing who is at fault. I hope that this mat­
ter will be speedily ended. I think the 
proper course would Le to let the motion 
go to Mr. Speaker. By doing so, nothing 
will be lost to the dignity of the House, 
neither will your honor be affected in any 
shape or form. I do not wish to see you 
placed in any false position ; I prefer to see 
your action confirmed and your authority 
respected; but still, I think that the mem­
bers of this Jlouse should not have a slavish 
fear, while having a respectful fear, of your 
rulings. Hon. members should uphold the 
honor and dignity of the Chair at all 
times. 

1\fr. T. WALKER: We are now :fighting 
for something like parliamentary order 
and the liberties of the individual mem­
bErs of this House, and I am surprised 
that those bon. gentlemen who are gener­
ally prating so loud about liberty are the 
first to prevent it being given to another. 
I. shall vote against the motion, because 
by taking the course which is proposed by 
the Premier to-night we are really taking 
the course to degrade our parliamentary 
institutions. There is nothing that pleases 
these gentlemen who! thrive by penny-a-. 
lining-there is nothing pleases the press 
so much as to be able to print, not three. 
or four columns of good legislative work 
performed in this Chamber, but three or 
four columns of spicy reading of dis­
orderly scenes. What has occurred to­
night would be over and forgotten now 
but for the action of the P1·emier. Noth­
ing more would have been said about it, 
and order would have been restored, and 
we would now be going on with the busi­
ness of the country, instead of which it 
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has been intercepted and, I might say, 
obstructed by the tactics of the Colonial 
Secretary in taking this matter to the 
House. I can see no purpose that is to 
be served, unless it is to spread out the 
debate and give more colnmns of printed 
matter of scenes occurring hel'e to the 
press. I can see no obj1~ct in this except 
to emphasise the bad character which some 
people would like to see the House possess, 
especially for disorderly scenes that occur 
through the action of any hon. member of 
the Opposition side of thP. House. ViTim~ 
is to be done~ The hon. meru ber for West 
:Macquarie, l\ir. Crick, has already been 
punished ; he cannot be punished again 
for what he has committed, and what 
occurred subsequently really occurred 
through the provocation that arose out 
of those proceedings in this Committee. 
Is it that we are going in a vindictive 
spit·it to follow the hon. member for West 
1\facquarie, that we are going to ask the 
.House to decide this matter, and that we 
are going to punish him in a direct and 
signal manner, to mark him out as a 
special victim~ What is the object of 
taking the matter to the House~ We all 
know what has occurred, and the indigna­
tion of the House has been expressed, and 
what more can be gained by discussing 
the mattet· when it is reported to l\ir. 
Speaker 1 I submit that we can only the 
more blacken our own characters, lengthen 
an acrimonious debate, and emphasise 
the fact that we can do no legislative 
work. vVhenevet· there is a chance of a 
squabble, bon. members jump at the op­
portunity to waste the evening to discuss 
the conduct of an hon. member in a scene 
of disorder, and are not willing and 
anxious to debate the real matters of in­
terest to this country. I have obsen·ed 
during the discussion which has ensued, 
that this Chamber, which is not often filled 
when a serious debate is going on, has been 
filled by bon. members to-night. Are we 
going to let the country know that we 
take greater delight, and dP.vote more time 
to discussing disorderly scenes, and of 
taking the opportunity of showing spite, 
than in doing the real business of the 
country 1 I take it that those who are 
interested in the·business of the country 
-in fact the Government themselves must 
see that the matter has gone far enough, 
and that we have expressed our indigna-

tion of the action of the l10n. member for 
vYest. Macquarie. There is not an hon. 
member who will defend him in his action:­
Every hon. member who has spoken has 
condemned that action, and every hon. 
member, if he did speak, would condemn it. 
What, then, is the object of taking it to the 
House 7 Let the matter drop now. Let 
us take it no further, and we will not 
humiliate ourselves by discussing the mat­
ter in the House at the same length as we 
have discussed it in Committee. As sure 
as we discuss it in the House, the same 
hon. members who discussed it in Com­
mittee are bound to discuss it again. It 
is only a technical quibble to report the 
matter to the House. It is known not 
only to us, but to the whole country, and 
we can only emphasise the fact, that the 
New South 'Vales Parliament is becoming 
notorious for scenes of disorder, which are 
created by the members of the Govern­
ment who lack tact and discretion. As 
we have gone so far, and as nothing more 
is to be gained, I trust that we shall let 
the matter drop, and resume the ordinary 
course of business. 

1\f r. Dmns: I have only just now entered 
the Chamber, and I am informed by one 
of my hon. friends that during my ab­
sence the hon. member for Bathurst made 
a statement to the effect that he heard me 
tell the hon. member for West Macquarie 
not to withdral\' the language that he had 
used. 

The CnAIR~IAN : I think it only fair to 
tell the bon. member, seeing that he was 
absent-and I would also have taken the 
same step had he been present-that I 
pointed out immediately the hon. member 
for Bathurst used the words indicated, 
that the leader of the Opposition made a 
statement which must be accepted by this 
House. I did all I could do legitimately 
to prevent tl1e !ton. member making any 
accusation. Virtually and officially no 
such accusation has been made with the 
consent of tl1e Chair. 

1\fr. Dmns : I am perfectly satisfied 
with the course taken by the Chairman, 
but the bon. member for Bathurst allowed 
certain words to escape l1is lips which 
doubtless have reached the press. I 
merely wish to put myself right in regard 
to those words. I do not believe that the 
hon. member would intentionally misrepre­
sent me. 

Third night. 
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Mr. PAuL : 'Will the hon. member al­
low me? 

l\fr. DIBBS : I shall allow nothing. I 
rose to make an explanation. The words 
which the hon. member allowed to escape 
his lips may be reported in the press to my 
discredit, and I think it would be unfair 
if I did not make an explanation. My 
strong advice to the hon. member for 
vVest Macquarie-and I am sure the hon. 
member for Bathurst did not hear what 
was said ft·om that side-was to wit.hdraw 
the words and apologise to the Chait·, and 
that that having been done we should 
then be in a position to ask the Cbait·­
man to call upon the Colonial Treasurer to 
withdraw his statement and apologise. I 
used these words as often as I possibly 
could, and when I found it useless I was 
not going to resort to personal force to 
cram my words down his throat. I shall 
be no party to disorder, and I simply 
make this explanation to show that the 
hon. member for Bathurst did not clearly 
hear what took place. 

~Ir. WANT: I can bear the hon. mem­
ber out. I sat alongside him ! 

l\Ir. PAUL : I rise to say that I accept 
every word which the hon. member uttered 
as to what took place aftet· he sat down; 
but the remarks I alluded to were made 
as he was standing at that door. Ap· 
proaching the hon. member in an excited 
state he said, "The Colonial Treasurer has 
not been called upon to withdraw and 
apologise; and wl1y should you?" 
. l\Ir. DmBs : I am a temperate man, and 
I do not get excited ! 

l\Ir. CoLLINS : I desire to say a few 
words with reference to this matter. I 
was sitting exactly in front of the hon. 
member fot· West l\facquarie, and I heard 
the leader of the Opposition distiuctly 
tell him to apologise, and to withdraw the 
expression, and also say, "After you haYe 
done that we shall get Mci\Iillan to apolo­
gise also." I can bear out his statement 
as to the words he used. He 11ever, while 
I was there-and I sat there for some time 
-made use of the expression attributed 
to him by the hon. membet· for Bathurst .. 

l\'Ir. O'SuLLIVAN: I certainly have no 
sympathy with the hon. member for vVest 
l\iacquarie in his conduct this evening. I 
was one of those who endeavoured to 
persuade him to withdraw and apologise 

· [ iJ.h. · JJibbs. 

for the remarks he had made. At the· 
same time I do not think it is wise to 
a~ljudicate on this matter in a state of ex­
citement. There can be no doubt that we 
have had a considerable amount of excite­
ment here to-night over this episode-in 
fact, we have heard the Premier describe 
t.he hon. mem her's conduct as a riot. J nst 
imagine one offender creating a riot! It 
only shows the frame of mind in which 
the Colonial Secretary must have been 
when he stigmatiscd that episode as a riot. 
That to me is an evidence that even he, 
with all his cool-hcadedne.ss, was some­
what excited over the matter, and in that 
fratne of mind he should ·not have sub­
mitted the motion which he did this even­
ing. The hon. member for \Vest Mac­
quarie, no doubt, thought he was right, and 
if he dill, possibly he thought he had a right 
to take the course he did-and any bon. 
member may have made the same mistake 
-and while in that frame of mind, no 
doubt he thought he was suffering an in­
justice, and resented that injustice. Hav­
ing been punished by the Chairman by 
being expelled from the sitting this even~ 
ing, I do not see the force of carrying the 
matter any further. It is useless to say 
that we must uphold· good conduct in 
Parliament. I ndmit that as forcibly as 
any one does. But I submit that we 
have shown that we do uphold good 
conduct by the Chairman taking the 
course which he did this evening. \Ve 
cannot, as the Chairman points out, pun­
ish the hon. member a second time fo1· 
the offence unless a second offence is com­
mitted. I do not even see how we can 
punish him for a second offence, and the 
least we can do, I presume, is to exclude 
him for the remainder of the evening. 
That having already been done eftectually, 
I cannot see the force of taking the matter 
any further. I am quite certain that the 
Colonial Secretary would not propose to 
expel the bon. member altogether for an 
act of violence committed in a state of ex­
citement while labouring under a sense of 
injustice. If he does not propose that, 
what else can he propose, bnt simply to 
suspend him for the remaindet· of the even­
ing 1 It seems that we have simply wasted 
a whole evening by acting upon the motion 
of the Colonial Secretary, which was evi­
dently moved in a moment of excitement. 

:;\:lotion agreed to. 
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In the House: 
Mr. MELVILLE : :!'lfr. Speaker, the follow­

incr resolution has been passed by the Com­
mittee which I now wish to report to you : ' . 

That an unseemly flisturbance and disorder 
had taken place, from the fact that the hon. 
member for \Yestlllacquarie, l\fr. Crick, refused 
to obey the Chair, and for such refusal the Chair­
man cal\erl upon the Serjeant-at-Arms to remo\·c 
the hon. member till he expressed his willingness 
to obey the Chair-the hon. member then re­
sisted the serjeant in the execntion of his duty 
with violence. 

During the discu:>;;iun on the financial 
statement, while the Colonial Treasurer 
was addressing the Committee, the hon. 
member for 'Vest Macquarie interrupted 
hv means of interjections, and the expres­
sions he used wer~ deemed by the Chair to 
be disorderly. The Colonial Treasmer had 
used an expression of which it appeared, 
upon explanation afterwards, the Chait· 
bad caught only one-half of the sentence; 
hut, nevertheless, the Chair called ur-on 
that hon. gentleman to withdraw the ex­
pression, and with that request he imme­
diately complied. The hon. member for 
·west Macquarie had intel'rupted while re­
maining seated, the Chair requested the 
hon. member to withdraw the expressions 
he had used, and to apologise to the Com­
mittee for having interrupted its proceed­
incrs by making those disorderly intetjec­
ti~1S. I really cannot say, sir, as I wish 
to be accurate and truthful, how many 
times the Chair appealed to the hon. mem­
her, or requested him to accept its decision. 
It ultimately became apparent-and pain­
fully apparent, because all the hon. mem­
bers surrounding the hon. member were 
endeavouring by the best means within 
their power to induce him to obey tho 
Chair-that he deliberately, and after fair 
and repeated warnings, refused most posi­
tively to obey its ruling. To my mind, 
. sir-I admit that I may have been mis­
taken, and it will be for hon. members to 
point out in what respect my statement 
of the circumshtnces is not correct, and I 
am desirous of stating them as nearly 
conectly as I can remember them now, 
and without in any way whatever at the 
present moment saying one word as to the 
conduct of the hon. member-! desire to 
state that he had every opportunity given 
to him, every latitude given to him, even 
to the very extreme course of an appeal 
from the Chair, as a last resource to obey 

its authority. The hon. member refused 
to accept the suggestion of the friends who 
surrounded him, and there is no doubt in 
my mind that his resistance to the autho· 
rity of the Chait· was cool and deliberate. 
That being the case, Mr. Speaker, I take 
it that if order is to be maintained in the 
Committee, and unless the Chair is to be 
set at defiance, it was necessary to deal 
trenchantly with the hon. member. The 

·only means at the disposa1 of the Chair 
for the enfot·cement of order was the re­
moval of the hon. member until he was 
prepared to acknowledge that he was will­
ing to obey the ruling of the Chair. That 
order was made, and the officer of the 
House proceeded to remove the hon. mem­
ber. The hon. member, in a defiant atti­
tude, threatened that officer, and it was 
only by the assistance of other officers 
of the House tlmt he was eventually ex­
pelled from the Chamber. The latter por­

. tion of the bon. member's action in resist­
ing the officers of the House is referred to in 
the latter portion of the resolution; but so 
far as hi~; punishment i:; :;poken of at all 
it is in that portion of the resolution 
which refers to the removal of the hon. 
member from the Chamber, by which order 
was restored. Then, sir, the leader of the 
Government and the leader of the House, 
I take it by the resolution which he has 
just moved, felt it incumbent on him to 
report the matter to the House, so that 
the House, having greater powers than the 
Commi~tee, might deal with the resistance 
of the hon. member to its dnlv authorised 
officers-not so much his resi;tance to the 
Chair, because that was dealt with inas­
much as the punishment speedily followed 
the act of disobedience. I do not know 
that I shall be called npon at this junc­
ture to say anything about the powers 
vested in the Chair to enforce its orders . 
I can only say that on a previous occasion 
-in the year 1886-Mr. Chairman Slat­
tery, when disobeyed upon giving a ruling 
in Committee of the Whole, I think by the 
hon. member for East Macquarie who is 
now hon. member for Paddington (.M:r. 
J·. Shepherd), ordered the removal of the 
offender from the House, not for the even­
ing merely, but until he was prepared to 
obey the ruling of thP. Chair, and you, J\'11'. 
Speaker, have, I believe still greater 
powee I do not know that I am called 
upon to say more with regard to my action. 

TM~·d nigltt. 
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If my action is by the House decided to 
be in error, then, of course, the hon. mem­
ber has been punished erroneously. If, on 
the other band, my action was not in erro1·, 
then the hon. member's violent resistance 
to the officer of the House was extremely 
disorderly, and such as the House is justi­
fied in asking 1\'fr. Speaker to deal with. 
I should like to say before :(finish that if 
I have not fairly aud honestly stated the 
case, I shall be happy to receive any cor­
rection from any bon. member who wit­
nessed the circumstances. 

Mr. CoPELAND : In the main I agree 
with the statement just made by the Chair­
man of Committees ; but the bon. gentle­
man has forgotten to state one thing whicl1, 
in my opinion, was a very important factor 
in the case, and that is, that before atten­
tion was called to this matter by the 
Premier--

:M.r. MELVILLE : That point escaped my 
mind, and I must apologise to the House 
for not having referred to it. After the 
bon. member for West Macquarie had 
been removed, and the scene of disorder 
which followed on his resistance to the 
officers of the House had subgided, I called 
upon the Colonial Treasurer to resume his 
speech. Almost immediately the leader 
of the Opposition rose, and addressed the 
Colonial Treasurer across the table. While 
that was taking place the leader of the 
Government indicated to me in the best 
way he could, seeing that there were per­
sons speaking between himself and myself, 
that he desired to move a resolution. He 
then stated his resolution. I am free and 
frank to admit that the resolution before 
you now is not the resolution which the 
leader of the Government moved. It is 
one that he subsequently accepted. The 
resolution was then put from the Chait·, 
and a debate upon it followed. I think 
I have now stated, as near as I can, what 
took place, and I apologise for not having 
allilded to the point before. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The matter cannot be 
debated because there is no question now 
before the House. The practice resorted 
to by the House on a former occasion was 
this--

Mr. CoPELAND : Shall I be in order in 
taking a point of order ~ l\'Iy point of 
order is this: That it is out of order for 
the Chairman to report to you a matter 
that has occurred in Committee after the 

[Mr. Melville. 

Committee had dealt with the case, after 
the Chairman himself had dealt with the 
case, and awarded what punishment he 
thought was necessary, the business having 
resumed its ordinary course. I may be 
allowed on a point of order to state my 
version of the case. 

lVIr. SPEAKER : I do not think the bon. 
member. would be in order in raising such 
a question of order on this matter, because 
the House cannot be aware of what trans­
pired in Committee unless it is reported. 
The Committee has made a report to the 
House as to the disorder which occurred 
in Committee, and the House must be 
bound by that report. I t.hink, however, 
it would be fair to allow the hon. member 
to make a statement, though that is not 
the practice. The practice is to call upon 
the member who has been reported for dis­
order to come before the House, to offer 
any explanation he may desire to make, 
and then to withdraw while his conduct 
is under consideration. I think that would 
be the better course to take on the pre­
sent occasion. The only difficulty I see 
is that the hon. mem her has been removed 
from the House by order of the Chairman: 
But with the consent of the House, I wi.Jl 
direct the bon. member to be brought in, 
and will ask him to make an explanation 
on this resolution being read to him. 

~fr. CoPELA...."D : I tR.kP. it that the mo­
tion before the Chair is that leave be giYen 
to sit again. 

1\fr. SPEAKER : X o; leave to sit again 
has already been given. . 

Mr. CoPELAND: Is it not customary for 
a debate to take place when a report is 
brought from Committee to the House ~ 

l\Ir .. SPEAKER: Ordinarily, a motion is 
made that the report be received, and 
some motion is made upon which a debate 
may ensue. In this instance, however, the 
information conveyed to me when I Cll.me 
into the cbait·, was that the Committee re­
ported .the disorder, and askedleg,ve to sit 
again so soon as the question had been 
settled. That was carried on the voices, 
and now the practice is to read the report 
to the bon. member who is affected by it, 
ask him for his explanation ; and then, if 
the House chooses, to deal with it by a 
resolution, it can do so; but until that is 
done there can be no debate. The Ser­
jeant-at-Arms will request the attendance 
of the bon. member for " 7est 1\Iacquarie. 
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l\ir. CRICK (ente1·ing the Gltambe1-} said: 
J\ir. Speaker, I understand from some 
message conveyed to me by the Serjeant­
at-Arms, that I have been requested to 
come in. I understand that is the re­
quest to me. If it is understood that I 
come in under the custody of the Serjeant­
at-Arms, I will walk out again. I wish 
to know from you whether I come in as a 
member of the House, or whether I come 
in as a prisoner in charge of the Serjeant­
at-Al·ms ~ 

l\fl.. 8rRAKMt. The lion. mem her is cer­
tainly not a prisoner in charge of the Ser­
jeant-at-Arms; but the Committee have 
reported a resolution which I think it is 
my duty to read to the hon. member, and if 
he thinks fit to make an explanation he 
can do so, and then he must withdraw. 
That is the practice of the House. The 
Committee have repoeted to the House 
that an unseemly disturbance and disorder had 
taken place from the fact that the hon. member • 
for West Macquarie (::\fr. Crick) refused to obey 
the Chair, and for such refusal the Chairman 
called upon the Serjeant-at-Arms to remove the 
bon. member till he expressed his wiliingDPRR to 
obey the Chair-the bon. member then resisted 
the serjeant in the execution of his duty, with 
violence. 

If the hon. member now desiees to do so he 
can make any explanation he thinks fit, 
and then he will be required to withdraw 
while the question is being dealt with by 
the House. 

Mr. CRICK : There is no motion, I un­
derstand, before the House to deal with 'I 

~Ir. SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
do what I desire him to do or withdraw. 
If the bon. member desires to make an ex­
planation in reference to this resolution he 
can do so. If he does not he must with­
draw. He must not debate with the 
Chaie. 

l\ir. CRICK : Well, I am not going to 
debate with the Chair, 1\Ir. Speaket·; but 
I am certainly not going to allow the 
Chait· to knock me into a sort of pul­
verised sausage. Now, I have made my 
determination express and explicit. I 
know my rights as a member of the House, 
and I know the rights of the Chair; and 
I am quite prepared to fight for my rights, 
and I am quite prepared to concede the 
rights of the Chaie. Let there be no 
mistake about my position in this House. 
I am neither a boastful man nor a man 
who is afraid. I am neither going to try 

to bounce nor am I to be bounced. Once 
for all; and my position to-night, in my 
opinion, is very well assured ; I am satis­
fied about the strength of it, and I am 
going to defend the strength of it. Twenty 
times being put out by the Serjeant-at­
Arms will not quail my spirit. Now, 
coming to the question, sir. You have 
read to me a report from some committee, 
I presume of this House-the Committee 
from which I was put out by a brutal and 
illegal forr.fl. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member is not 
in order in using such language in refer­
ence to the Committee. 

Mr. CmcK : Well, sir, I was put out 
by some committee of this House, or by 
the order of the Chairman of Committees ; 
not by the Committee. That action I in­
tend to contest in the constituted courts 
of this country. Now, sir, you have reacl 
to me something that this Committee has 
reported to you, of which I know nothing. 
Not being &llowed inside here, I know 
nothing of what this Committee has re­
ported to you. You have read it to me, 
but there is no motion before you to deal 
with. I understood you to say that I 
could either make an explanation or not, 
and then it would be my duty to retire. 
I intend to at once dissent from your 
ruling on that matter. If there was a 
motion to deal with me ; if there was a 
motion either to suspend or expel me, 
then I could be called upon to explain -

~Ir. SPEAKER: The hon. member will 
resume his seat. 

lVIr. CRICK: Ceetainly; I always do so 
when the Chair'riaes._ 

1\Ir. SPEAKER : The hon. member is not 
in order in refusing to obey what the Chair 
has directed him to do. He must confine 
himself to making his explanation, and he 
will not be in order in dissenting from the 
ruling of the Chair except on notice of 
motion. 

Mr .. CRICK : well, if the Chair orders r~ 
me to hang myself, I refuse to do it at 
oilce. The Chair has ordered me to do a 
certain thing, and I say this : that the 
Chair's ruling is incorrect. 

J\!Ir. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order in questioning the ruling of the 
Chait'. I will not appeal to the hon. mem­
ber again. He must either make his ex­
planation or decline to do so, one m· the 
other, and then withdraw. 

Third night. 
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Mr. CRICK: :M:r. Speaker, I may have mis­
apprehended you ; I should like to know 
what is the re~;olution dealing with me 
that I am called upon to reply to~ If 
there is a resolution dealing with me, then 

-I quite ·understand the rule of Parliament, 
.and I must reply to it and withdraw; but 
now I ask you, as Speaker of the House, 
what is the resolution dealing with rue~ 
I ask you that as Speaker. I ask you, 
~ir, again, what is the resolution to which 
l have to reply~ 

:M:r. SPEAKER: I am not going to sub­
·mit, whilst I am· Speaker of this House, 
to the insults of the hon. membei·. Ser­
jeant, remove the hon. member. . 

JV!zile the !ton. membe1• was being jo1·cibly ,·e.­
movecl fi·om !tis place by the Serjeanl-at-A1·ms he 
e.xclctimecl : 

Then, sir, you refuse to tell me what I 
have to reply to 1. 'Well, now, I tell you 
that you got£2,000 for putting the Broken 
Hill \Vater Supply Bill through. That is • 
what I tell you ; and I tell the Chairman 

. of Committees that he got £1,000; and I 
tell you you are both a pair of thieves and 
1·obbers of the country. There, now, put 
that in your pipe. 

Sir HENRY P ARJ{ES : I moYe : 
That the last words uttered by the hon. mem­

. ber for '\Vest l\'lacquarie, Mr. Crick, be taken 
(lowu . 

l\lr. SPEAKER: \Viii the hon. member 
state the words 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES : The words were, 
"that the Speaker got £2,000 from the 
Broken Hill Water Supply Company, and 
that you, sir, and the members were a par­
cel of thieves and robbers." 

An RoN. ME)IBER: And that the Chait·­
man of Committees got £1,000 ! 

l\h. SPEAKER : The words taken down 
by the clerk are : · "I. tell you, that you, 
l\ir. Speaker, got £2,000 from the Broken 
Hill \Vater t:;upply Company, and the 
Chairman £1,000, and that the Speaker 
and members at·e a parcel of robbers." 

l\1 r. \V ILL IS : That is not correct ! 
HoN.1VlEMBERS: .Those are not the words! 
Sir HENRY PARKES : The expression 

used was, "thieves and robbers." 
:Mr. TRAILL: .The words were, "You, 

J\It'. Speaker, got £2;000 from the Broken 
Hill Water Supply Company for pushing 
the bill through." 

Mr. COPELAND : These al'e the exact 
words which the hon. member used: "You, 

[M1:. G1·ick. 

• I • • • ~ t ;._ 

sit;, got £2,000 for ·putting tire Broken 
Hill \Vater Supply Bill through, and the 
Chairman got £1,000, and you are a pair 
of thie>es and robbers of the country." 

l\fr. SPEAKER : Does the hon. rnember 
accept those words ~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES : Those words, Mr. 
Speaker, were uttered certainly. 

1\'Ir. SPEAKER : The words as taken 
down by the clerk are·: "That you, sir, 
got £2,000 for putting the Broken Hill 
Water Supply Bill through, and the Chair­
man got £1;000, and you are a pair of 
thieves and rob)Jers of the country." 

Mr. WILLIS: I should like to take your 
ruling, Mr. Speake1·, as to whethet· the 
hoh. gentleman is in order in moving that 
the whole of these words be taken clown, 
as certainly half of them, or at least the 
latter portion, were utterer! outside the 
Chamber1 

RoN. ME:UBERS : No, no ! 
l\fr. SPEAKER : The hon. membet· will 

resume his seat . 
Sir HENRY PARKES :. The present com­

bination of circumstances is quite new to 
me, because there are two oft'Emces before 
us now, either of which is so serious that 
extreme steps should be taken, and must, 
I appt·ehencl, be taken ; and I would like 
to ask your, sil', whether these two offences 
can be dealt with together, or separately, 
and if separately, which is to be dea.!t with 
.first~ 

Mr. SPEAKER : It appears to me that 
the question which must be dealt with 
first is the question of the disorderly words 
uttered in tbe House. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: Then I haYe no 
.hesitation in moving that those words are 
highly disorderly, and ought to be with­
drawn, and an ample apology offered for 
the use of them. I will amend my motion 
a!1d move: 
. Tliat the words uttered by the hon. member 
for '\\-est l\iacquarie (i\Ir. Crick), on leaving Ute 
·chamber are highly disorderly, and a gross 
breach of the privileges of this House. 

Question resolved in the affirmati \'C. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I now move: 
That the hon. member for "'est Macquarie 

(:\fr. Crick), in Committee of the '\Vhole, as re­
ported by the Chairman, having disregarded and 
defied the ruling of the Chair, and afterwards 
having violently resisted the Serjeant-at-Arms 
when that officer was directed to remove him, 
and continued such resistance until other offi­
cers rendered assistance, causing a great dis-
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order a,nd scamlal, this House resolves that the 
sa,id membe•·, William Pa-trick Crick, Esch be 
expelled from this Honse. 

I make this motion ·with so much pain that 
I am quite sure I can never make it ap­
parent to anybody. It could not be other­
wise than painful to me-or to any man, 
but especially to me-to see a young man, 
whom na.ture has endowed with rareability, 
who miaht have carved out for himself a 
career ~f so much usefulness for the coun­
try, and so much honor to himself, con­
tinually, and against all fair advice, all 
aener()Ul~ r.nnn~ .. 1, 11nd <~.galnst what must 
'6e his own inner convictions, commit 
conduct in this House which cannot be 
passed over, and which cannot be met ~n­
any other way than by the utmost sever­
ity. I could scarcely believe it when I 
sat here and ::;aw this young man refusing 
to obey the Chair. It may be that the 
Chait· ruled harshly.:_it is not for me to 
judge. If the Chair did in any way m:­
fairly treat the hon. member he had his 
remedy. But when I saw him resist the 
counsel of l1is best friends, absolutely and 
defiantly refuse to obey the Chair, and 
when I Raw him threaten the Serjeant­
at-Arms-the officer whom we have ap­
pointed to can-y out the decisions of the 
Chair-when he raised his hand and ~b­
solutely refused to be peacefully removed 
from the House until two or three other 
persons arrived, and when I srtw him in 
one continuous struggle all along the bench, 
ueincr removed because he could not resist 
the furce employed to remove him-when 
I saw all that, I saw pbinly enough, what­
ever our feelings of admiration might be 
for the ability which that gentleman has 
at different times shown, whatever might 
have heen our hopes that we had seen the 
last of these episodes of misconduct, what­
ever feelin"'S we had of a friendly nature, 
it was imp

0

ossible to resist the conclusion 
that the strongest means in our power 
wonld be the most merciful in dealing 
with such conduct. I move this motion, 
therefore, occupying the place I 4o as ~he 
nominal leader of this House, from a high 
sense of duty, disregarding everything but 
the character and di"'nity of this great re­
presentative branch "of the Parliament of 
the country. 

Question proposed. 
Mr. DIBBS : No one in this House de­

plores more than I do the necessity for the 
16 s 

resolution which bas just been moved by 
the Premier. I believe that no orle in this 
House feels that tl;e Premier 'in moving 
that resolution has clone anytl1ing more. 
than his strict duty to the House. Mr. 
Crick's conduct to-night cannot be justified 
by any one. Mr. Crick has had many op­
portunities, coupled with the advice of his 
friends, to withdraw, and to apologise for 
various offences, and had he accepted the 
ad vice of his friends to-night the disorder 
<tnd disgrace perpet~·at.f.rl 11pon th;:~ Ilou£;e 
wuuhll!a.ve been avoided. I have my own 
opinion that a good deal of the disorder­
and I am loth to say it-which took place 
to-night, and the painful necessity for the 
Premier moving the motion which I intend 
to support and vote for, has arisen from 
the peculiar conduct of the Chairman of 
Committees in regard to Mr. Crick at an 
early hour of the sitt,ing. I do not say 
that by W<ty of justification of Mr. Crick's 
conduct. Nothing can justify any hon. 
member, whoever he may be, whether he 
be the Premier or the humblest member 
of the House, in disobl?ying the Chair, 
<Wd setting it at defiance. But I think 
there was-and again I say that I do not 
mention it in justification of Mr. Crick 
-undue severity shown to-night by the 
Chairman of ·Committees; and that that 
severity led to the disorder which occurred, 
and to the necessity for the resolution 
which, for the honor of Parliament, I think 
the House will unanimously adopt. I re­
aret it very much; but I shed no crocodile 
tean, and make no remarks with regarJ 
to lVIr. Ct·ick's ability. \V e know his great 
abilit.y, but he requires ballast. In send­
ing him.back to his constit_uents, in order 
that they may express their approval or 
disapproval of ltis conduct in this House, 
I think we are taking the only course open 
to us. I feel reluctantly compelled, hav­
incr reaarcl to the honor of Parliament, to 

0 0 • 1 su-pport the course the P1·enuer 1as 
taken. 

llir. WILLIS : I lJOpe anu trust that 
this resolution will not even go to a vote. 
'While no hon. memLer can justify the con­
cl uct of the bon. member for \-Vest l\iac­
quarie, I thiqk the step taken by the 
Premier is a very severe one-a very harsh 
one indeed. There are surrounding the 
conduct of the hon. member to-night cir­
cumstances which, in the case of other hon. 
members, have been made a, great excuse. 

Thi1·d night. 



~-

... 

·~·""""'~····: .. .•···· -.. :~ . ,· .. ··~· .......... 
. ~- .. . 

5190 Fincmcial Stctternent. [A SSEl\1B't Y. J Financial :Jtcttemant. 

Mr. W. E. ABBOTT : I rise to order. I 
desire to take your ruling, sir, as to 
whether the hon. member for \Vest Mac­

. qua.rie should not be heard in explanation 
or defence before the resolution is finally 
put from the Chair ~ 

Mr. ·WILLIS: I submit that the Lon. 
member has raised no point of order. It 
is merely an interruption of my speech. 

~Ir. SPEAKER: 1'he bon. member for 
West JY[acquarie was afforded an oppor­
tunity to explain his conduct at an earlier 
period of the sitting ; but, instead of offer­
ing an explanation, he aggravated his of­
fence by further disorderly conduct. The 
case, I find, is not altogether without pre­
cedent. A similar case occurred in the 
House of Commons many years ago, when 
an hon. member, on being brought into the 
House aiJ.d asked to make an explanation, 
became disorderly, whereupon the House 
immediately removed him. I do not think 
that the hon. member is, under the circum­
stances, entitled to a further opportunity 
for explanation. 

Mr. T. WALKER : I rise to a point of 
order. I desire to ask a question. 

Mr. SPEAKER : n1r. Willis. 
Mr. T. \V ALl<ER : Am I not allowed to 

ask you a question, sir? 
Mr. SPEAKER : Certainly not, at this 

sta.ge. The bon. member for Bourke is in 
possession of the Chair. 

Mr. WILLIS : I hope that in its pre­
sent heated temper the House will not 
resort to the extreme step proposed by 
the Premier. It amounts to snuffing out 
of political life a young man who under 
other circumstances might be an orna­
ment to this House and to the coun­
try. Why should we. in a moment of 
heat expel him from the Parliament to 
which the people have sent him? I do not 
justify his conduct; but I do say that the 
step which it is proposed to take is ex­
treme. We know that the ruling of the 
Chairman of Committees was harsh in the 
extt·eme-that it was tyrannical. 

:Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is not 
in order in using such language with re­
ference to an opinion of the Chairman of 
Committees, nor is he in order in referring 
to that opinion at aU upon this motion ex­
cept in a general way. 

Mr. vVILLIS : Speaking of it in a gene­
ral way then, sir, I maintain that the 
Chairman of Committees did not give the 

[M1·. Willis. 

hon. member for Vvest 1\Iacquarie that lati­
tude, or extend to him that leniency, which 
he extended to the Colonial Treasurer. The 
Colonial Treasurer was the first --

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot 
debate in detail anything which occurred 
in Committee. He can refer to it only in 
a general way. 

1\ir. WILLIS : I bow to your ruling, 
sir. I think the House might well con­
sider the resolution now before it in a 
cooler and calmer moment. I do not 
think that the House, after the heated dis­
cussion which has taken place, is in a fit 
condition to go to a vote on this question. 
There are circumstances surrounding the 
conduct of the hon. member for vVest 
l\facquarie to-night which have been made 
au excuse for other hon. members. I 
have seen an hon. member dragged out by 
the heels by the offic~rs of the House be­
cause he was in such a beastly state of 
drunkenness that he could not sit up. 

1\ir. SPEAKEl~ : The bon. member is not 
in order in referring to an bon. member 
as being in a beastly state of drunkenness. 

l\fr. WILLIS : I will say, then, that an 
hon. member had a fit of doziness upon 
him. I ha\'e seen an hon. member roll off 
the benches on to the floor, when themes­
sengers were obliged to enter the Chamber 
and take him out. That, surely, was an 
offence against the dignity of this House, 
but still it was overlooked. It was treated 
as though it were nothing at all. To-uight 
an hon. member, after receiving a great 
deal of provocation, took a certain course, 
and, forsooth, he is to be expelled fmm the 
House. I have no doubt it will result in 
his coming back-that is, if the House 
should take such an arbitrat·y and high­
handed course, unprecedented in the his­
tory of the country. 

l\ir. O'SULLIVAN : I have no desire 
to canvass your ruling, sir, but I certainly 
will not vote for this resolution until the 
hon. member for West JHacquarie has been 
heard in his place. I do not say that he 
should be heard to-night, because he is not 
in a fit condition. We are making a great 
mistake in taking advantage of the condi­
tion in which we know the hon. member 
to be to-night. I need not indicate that 
condition more plainly than I have; but 
we have in the past been in the habit of 
treating unfortunate members who come 
here in a peculiar conciition in a lenient 
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way .. I have often admired the leniency 
shown by members of the House to fellow­
memLers in that condition. At the same 
time Ithinkthat leniency should be shown 
all round. I do not for a moment attempt 
to justify the conduct of the hon. member in 
resisting the Ser:jeant-at-Arms. I believe 
that was radically wrong; but I do say 
that there were conditions precedent to 
that conduct that ought to be explained 
by the hon. member. 

1\'Ir. vVILL!S: I rise to order. Is it not 
a fact that the bon. ~Zent.!Pm:m io lluw· 
statil~g ~ullH:lthmg whicli is not true~ He 
refers to the hon. member for \Vest lHac­
quarie. I ask whether there is any mem­
ber for vVe!lt I\Iacqnarie, that hon. mem­
ber having resigned, and the resignation 
having been placed in the hands of Mr. 
Speaker~ 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I s~w enough, 
sitting in my position here, to justify me 
in coming to the conclusion that there was 
partiality shown. On that gl'ound we 
should give the bon. member an opportu­
nity of being heard in his place, if he can 
be heal'd in his place. T undcrstaud he 
has resigned. It is .un-British and un­
manly to try a man without hearing him 
in l1is defence. We are not here to ad­
minister the laws of Judge Lynch; we 
are not a jury of executioners; we are 
here to do justice as well as to uphold the 
honor of Parliament. I am prcpa1:ed to 
do both ; hut we cannot do both unless we 
allow the accused person to gi1·e his ver­
sion of the occurrences :1nd explain the 
reason that induced him to resort to vio­
lent and unjustifiable conduct. 

Mr .. SLATTERY : I am assured it is a 
fact that the hon. member Las sent in l1is 
resignation. 

Sir HEXltY PARKES : The thing called a 
resignation is an insult to the House ! 

Mr. SLATTERY: I took it to be an 
ordinary resignation. Considering nll the 
circumstances we should permit this mo­
tion to be withdrawn, because the hon. 
membet· will have to appear before his 
constituents for re· election. 

Ilfr. SPEAKER : I shall take it upon my­
self to read the letter I received from the 
hon. member. It is as follows:-

11th NoYember, 1590. 
:Mr. SPEAKER,-! consider Parlimnent rotten 

and corrupt .. You put me out to-night, fearing 
my tongue :mel consequent exposure. I resign 

my seat, and intend to appeal to my constitu­
ents against a rotten and corrupt parliament, in 
which freedom of speech is brutally stifled and 
suppressed in order .to coYer up crime. 

Yours truly, 
\\T, P. CRICK. 

1\Ir. SLATTERY: I need scarcely say 
to hon. members that I knew nothing of 
the contents of that letter, and I knew 
nothing of the intended resignation. I 
merely heard of it from the bon. memberfor 
Bourke, lVIr. Willis. I have no sympathy 
with disorder, aud nn i:ympaLhy with the 
lauguage used in that letter. I have seen 
t-he best men in the public life of this 
country, at times of great excitement and 
in debate, commit acts of disorder · but we 
know that in a few moments th~ir good 
sense prevailed over theit· temper, and. 
everything was put in order. To-night I 
hardly know in what position I am. I 
look upon the hon. member for West 
Macqnarie as one of the brightest intel­
lects we have ever had in this Parliament 
during the last twenty _years, and a man 
fitted in every possible way, as was so 
nicely and justly stated by the l'rernier, 
to adorn public life if he could only have 
a little more self-restraint. -

Sir HExttY PARKES : Something more 
than that! 

Mr. SLATTERY : \Vhile we do justice 
we should at the same time be merciful. 
If the Premier can extend mercy on an. 
occasion of this kind he ought to do so. 

Sit· HEXRY PARKES: I do not think it 
is fair at all to appeal to me, I have 
nothing to do with it ! 

llir. SLATTERY : I know the Premier 
is only performing .what would be the <;J.uty 
of any one else in his position. I know 
that it is with pain and sadness he has 
been called upon to perform this public 
duty. I would appeal to hon. members 
on both sides to see whether we cannot do 
something to preserve the rights and pri­
Yileges of the House intact, and at the 
same time be merciful. I would not like 
to see any one at all put in the position 
of being expelled from the Assembly. In 
the parliamentary history of England and 
of every British country great scenes of dis­
order have occurred; but in no case what­
ever, except where there was no other course 
open, has expulsion been resorted to. Can 
we not adopt some other course than to 
brand this promising young man with pub­
lic infamy by expelling him for disorder ~ · 

.... ,.. 
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Sir HENRY PARKES: He has bramled 
us with infamy ! 

l\ir. SLATTERY: I would fight as 
hard as any man in the world for a friend; 
but there is no doubt there has been dis­
order. I did not witness the disorder in t.he 
Committee; but the subsequent disorder 
no one conld justify. \Ve must remember 
that the hon. member for \Vest l\facquarie 
only about a _year ago was Yery nearly 
expelled for disorder; but for nearly a 
year he has not been guilty of any such 
gross disorder as to cn.ll for the interposi­
tion of the leader of the House. 

Sit· HE~RY PARKES: That way of de­
fending him is only condemning him ! · 

lHr. SLATTERY: It is my opinion, 
and I will state it to yo~.;. respectfully, that 
the hon. member is entitled to be heard in 
his place in this House before the motion 
is put. At page 393 of "]Hay," I find 
the following :- · 

But a. member not yet adjudged guilty of con­
tempt ma.y return to his place when the deLate 
is concluded. 

That is the decision as given in l\Tr. 
Speaker Brand's note· book relating to Mr. 
Parnell in the House of Commons, 25th 
July, 1877. I£ the hon. member is en­
titled to be heard in his place as you 
stated, he is certainly entitled to be heard 
l:11~fore this motion is put. I£ the hon. 
member were permitted to appear in his 
place n.nd express contrition for this g1·oss 
offence of Parlin.ment, and made an ample 
apology, surely we would do what has 
been done before, especially under the 
peculiar circumstances of this evening. I 
thin);: the punishment is too serious for 
the offence, because after all the motion 
which is before the Chair now is one in 
regard to disorder in Committee, which 
appears to have arisen from some trivial 
matter, some inte1jection and misunder­
standing across the table. I£ the bon. 
mem her could be he:trd in his place, and if 
he would do what would be satisfactory 
to the House, I think we might let the 
unfortimate episode pass by. I cannot 
see my way clear to vote fm· the expulsion 
of the hon. member, and I am sure hon. 
members will hesitate before any bon. 
member of this House, whoever he may 
be, suffers so gross an act as expulsion 
for an offence such as the one in question. 
\Ve all commit offences, and ::tre all liable 
to err. Where is the one of us who is 

[1lh. Slatte1·y. 

pure and spotless in our public career'!­
Do we not know-the best of us, the 
calmest of us, the most judicial of us, that 
we occasionally err in a moment of excite­
ment 1 Then I would ask-and we must 
all acknowledge that these unfortunate 
scenes must of necessity occur so long as 
Parliament exists-I would appeal to hon. 
members to be merciful, while at the same 
time protecting the rights and privilege~ 
of this House. 

Mr, ABIGAIL: I feel, sir, that to re­
main silent on an occasion of this kincl 
would be almost criminal. The hon. mem­
ber for Boorown. has made an appeal in 
the interests of justice ; but I submit that 
if Parliament, after what we have heard, 
and after what has been submitted to­
night, pays any heed to the hon. member 
for Boorowa, we would simply give license 
to disorder throughout the whole of this 
or any other padiament. The leader of 
the Opposition took the proper course, ancl 
that hon. gentleman would have stood up 
and defended the hon. member for \Yest 
l\lacquarie if he could have done so. K o 
man during my time in Parliament has 
had the same amour:.t of license aml 
kind consideration shown him as the hon. 
member for \Vest 1\Iacquarie. I can say 
that, because it was in my power to have 
acted in a way that the hon. member for 
Boorowa knows, to haYe placed the hon. 
me Ill her for \Vest 1\facquarie in such a 
position as might have caused him the for­
feiture of his seat; but I made a condition 
such as he could accept, and besides that I 
advised him as"!- would ha>e advised my 
own brother, although he did me an injmy. 
I recognised thnt he had ability, and I 
have on many occasions abstained from 
denouncing the hon. member-when he 
has been disorderly, when I could have 
stood up and denounced his conduct in 
strong terms-in the hope that better feel­
ings would come over him, or that he would 
exhibit some evidence of a change. Are we 
never to be done with this sort of thing I 
I-I::we we not-every hon. member, no mat­
ter where he sits-been insulted to-night 
in the g1·oss€'st possiLle manner? And I sub­
mit that if any other comse had been taken 
than that of carrying the resolution, each 
one of us would put a brand of indignity 
and infamy upon ourselves as represent­
ing the people of this country. \Ve are 
here to represent the people of this grear; 
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country, and what is the effect of this kind 
of conduct 1 It goes forth to the world, 
and the papers of the great centre of the 
world, in London, will lmYe columns of 
this in a couple of days, and it will stand 
as a degradation to New South "\Vnles. 
Not only so, but it will probnbly affect 
our credit and our reputation all over the 
world. It is no pleasure to me to stand 
up here and speak in opposition to any 
hon. member; 1 would sooner stand up in 
defence of the hon. member, if there were 
~my grounds at all to do so, t.ha.n h;. do 
'10\moo l,iw ; lmt 1t it were the case of my 
own brother I could not do other than 
urge upon·the bon. members, in the in­
terest, respect, and dignity of Parliament, 
and in support of the chief officers of the 
House, who have been so grossly insulted, 
as well as in defence of the credit and tlte 
good name of this country, to carry the 
Tesolution. If we want to save onrsell·es 
from indignity and infamy, we cannot 
do otherwise than carry the resolution 
moved by the Premier, <tnd send the hon. 
member for \Vest l\:Iacquarie back to his 
constituents. If they put-as the hon. 
member for Bourke, Mr. \Villis, h<ts stated 
-the true stamp upon him, and send him 
back to this House, they will Le doing 
l1im the greatest injury that they could 
possibly do him at the present time. It 
will be an advantage to the hon. member 
to ha,·e an opportunity of a little quiet 
reflection, and I hope, if he comes back at 
some future time, it will be with matnrer 
thoughts and better notions with respect 
to his dnty to the Parliament and the 
people of this country. 

Mr. COPELAND: It is not my inten­
tion to oppose the motion, because I haYe 
always held that it is necessary for the 
.conduct of parliamentary business that 
decorum should be observed, and that 
every bon. member should snbmit himself 
to the rules of the House. However, I 
would like to point out to the hon. mem­
lJet· for "\Vest Sydney, Mr. Abigail, that 
;he was not always so virtuous and so in­
dignant with disorder. I remember not 
many years ago, less than a century, when 
the hon. member, Il1r. vVisdom, resisted 
removal from this Chamber, and fought and 
struggled with thfl Serjeant-at-Arms. 

An RoN. ME)IBER : It is not so ! 
Mr. COPELAND : And the hon. mem­

ber for West Sydney (Mr. Abigail) and 

the present Premier then sat alongside of 
him, and supported him. 

Mr. ABIGAIL : It is not so ! 
1\fr. COPELAND: Two wrongs, how­

ever, do not make a right ; and I am not 
going to <trgue that because Il1r. 'Visdom 
acted in that way, that it is right for the 
bon. membet· for "\Vest l\incquarie to do 
so. I condemneci .Mr. \Visclom's action 
then, and I equally condemn the action of 
the bon. member for "\Vest Macquarie 
now. Therefore, :( dn nnt rioo tu palliate 
LhtJ offence in any way whatever. It is 
just a question whether the House is justi­
fied in acting in this rash and hasty manner, 
being in the position of Crown prosecutor, 
judge, jury, and executioner as well. 

Mr. O'SuLLIYAN : Without hearing the 
accused! 

Mr. COPELAND : It is a well-known 
fact that the hon. member for "\Yest Mac­
quariehas just returned from the Melbourne 
Cup, and is slightly excited, and might it 
not be desirable under the circumstances 
if further action were postponed until to­
morrow 1 In urging that course I have 
no desire to shield the hon. member for 
the just and necessary pnnishment which 
attaches to his conduct. It is very evident 
tlmt if this kind of proceeding is not 
checked it will be necessary for hon. mem­
bers to bring their revol versor bowie knives 
to defend their own honor. The House is 
iu an excited state as well as the bon. 
member who has committed the oft'ence. 

Mr. HAY:SES: vYe have not all been to 
the cup! 

l\:Ir. COPELAND : That is true; bnt 
still the House occupies a very peculiar 
position, inasmuch as it is the prosecutor, 
the judge, the jury, ·and the executioner. 
It is questionable in my mind whether, if 
the debate were adjourned untilto-rnorrow, 
the hon. member might not come here and 
offer an humble apology to the House; 
and that being clone it is questionable 
whether the punishment might not be 
altered from expulsion to sus pension for a 
week or something of that kind. 

Mr. ABIGAIL: Tlmt is contrary to law! 
Il1r. COPELAND : I am not quite sure 

of the decision of the Privy Council on 
that point. 

Mr. SLATTERY: Suspension for a sitting 
only! 

Mr. COPELAND: If it is simply a 
question of suspension for one sitting, or 

Third night. 
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expulsion altogether, I do not think that 
suspension for one sitting would be suffi­
cient punishment. It is worthy of the 
House to conside1· whether, if the debate 
were adjourned until to-morrow we could 
not deal with the hon. member a little 
more judiciously than we are likely to do 
at present. This is a somewhat peculiar 
motion. Two offences· are committed. 
One offence consisted in the hon. member 
resisting the Serjeant-at-Arms, and the 
other offence is, in my opinion, a million 
times greater. One offence is simply re· 
sisting an officer of the House without any 
violence-for he merely jostled against the 
se1:jeant, he did not offer any violence. 

1\ir. PAUL : Yes, he did ! 
l\:Ir. COPELAND : The bon. member 

simply quietly resisted. What can that 
ofl:'ence be compared to the oftence of 
charging JHr. Speaker and the Chairman 
of Committees with bribery or con·uption~ 

l\Ir. TRAILL : That is no offence unless 
it is false ! 

1tir. COPELAND : Of course iL is no 
offence unless it is true. He is justified 
in his charge if it is true. I should say that 
if it were true, instead of the hon. member 
being ·expelled he ought to be raised a 
hundred feet higher than he is, and be 
crowned with laurels. But I do not for a 
moment believe it can be true. Never­
theless two offences aro committed. To 
one offence the punishment of expulsion 
is attached; but to the other offence no 
punishment whatever is attached. The 
hon. member is to be expelled for resistil1g 
the officers of the House in removing him 
from the Chamber. But where is the 
punishment for charging l\Ir. Speaker and 
the Chairman of Committees with whole­
sale corruption~ 

Mr. SLATTERY : That is not before the 
House now at all ! 

1\Ir. TRAILL : It was sf\parated, I think ! 
nfr. COPELAND : If the hon. member 

is to be expelled for the minor offence, he 
ought to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, 
for the infinitely greater offence. It seems 
to me that the House, or the Premier at any 
rate, can scarcely have considered in his 
cool, collected senses, when the two offences 
are within his own immediate knowledge, 
why he attaches great punishment to one 
offence and lets the other pass by. I do 
not know what interpretation to put on 
his conduct. Does the hon. member ad-

[ .Jh. Copeland. 

t 

mit it is no offence for an bon. member to 
come here and charge Mr. Speaker and the 
Chairman of Committees with wholesale 
corruption~ If it be no off,mce, then of 
course no punishment ought to attach t(} 

·it. But if the hon. member does not be­
lieve it to be true, he surely must look 
upon it as an offence of the grossest kind 
ever committed within the four walls of 
this Chamber. At any rate, I say the 
punishment ought to attach to the greater 
offence and not to the lesser one. Let us 
all get cool, calm, and collected. If we 
have to cut oft' the hon. member's head, 
let us perform the task in a cool and de­
liberate spirit. The motion is so peculiar 
that, I think, some attention ought to 
be drawn to it. Is this other offence of 
charging the principal officers of the House 
with corruption --

Sir HEXRY PARKES: I submit that the 
other offence is not before the House now! 

J\ir. COPELAND : I submit that both 
offences are before the House. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: No! 
A-Ir. SPEAKER : The Premier dealt with 

the other offence by a specific motion, 
which was carried on the voices. 

nfr. COPELAND : May I be allowed 
to see the resolution~ I suppose it means 
crucifixion. 

Mr. McMILLAN : It carries no punish­
ment, it is only declaratory ! 

Mr. COPELAND: I do not presume for 
one moment that after dealing with that of­
fence,and then passing on to other business, 
the Premier has any intention to refer to 
the subject again. Here is the resolution : 

That the words uttered by the hon. member­
for West illacquarie, Mr. Crick, on leaving the 
House, are highly disorderly, and a gross breach. 
of the privileges of tb..is House. 

Where is the punishment~ One of two 
constructions must be placed on the resolu­
tion. What are the people outside to 
think~ They will think that we simply 
passed that bald resolution. Must they 
not think that we are afraid of inquiring 
into the charge, that in point of fact we 
acquiesce in the slander uttered against l.Vlr. 
Speaker and the Chairman of Committees~ 

Sir HENRY PARKES: No! 
Mr. COPELAND : If we do not ac­

quiesce then I say the punishment to be 
meted out for the greater offence should 
be infinitely greater than the punishment 
proposed to be awarded for the lesser 
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offence, because in the one case the hon. 
member did not attempt to strike the 
lower officers, if I may use the expression 
for the want of a better one, while in the 
other the two highest officers of the House 
were a thousand times worse insulted than 
were t.he Serjeant-at-Arms and the mes­
sengers. What is the insult of a man merely 
shuffling his shoulder against the Sei:jeant­
at-Arms in comparison with the insult which 
must brand J\fr. Speaker and the Chairman 
of Committees before the world with indeli­
ble corruption unless some further :=tdinn is 
t11hct1 ~ I ~;ay-and l elwell on the point­
the House is not in a calm judicial state of 
mind to deal with a question of this kind. 

Sir HENRY PARKES: The hon. member 
is not, evidently ! 

Mr. COPELAND : I am quite sure the 
hon. member is not, otherwise he wo11ld 
not think of punishing for the minor 
offence, ::mel allowing the greater offence 
to go unpunished. I think it would be 
better, in the interests of the Rouse, for 
the matter to stand ove1: until to-morrow, 
when, perhaps, in our calmer moments, 
we may see some manner of rlealing with 
it other than by resorting to t.he extreme 
measure of expulsion. vVhat puzzles me 
is the spirit in which the Premier has acted 
in expelling the hon. member for merely 
pushing the Serjeant-at-Arms, whilst Mr. 
Speaker and Chairman of Committees are 
to hear their insult without punishment 
being awarded to their traducer. I have 
no desire to be looked upon as excusing or 
palliating the offence. 

Mr. GARLAND: The hon. member said 
he was going to vote for the motion when 
be got up! ' 

Mr. COPELAND : I will most un­
doubtedly vote for the motion for punish­
ment. I am as much desirous of order 
being maintained as are the bon. member 
and the Premier. Punishment should only 
be resorted to with the ob,iect of reclaiming 
the bon. member; not with the object of 
revenge. I am sure the Serjeant-at-Arms 
has no feeling of revenge, and that l1e does 
not wish to see the bon. member expelled. 
Our object should be to award such a 
punishment which may perhaps cure the 
hon. member of his defects. 

Mr. TRAILL : This is not a reformatory; 
it is the Parliament' of the colony ! 

Mr. COPELAND: I presume that if 
every han. member were awarded what he 

deserves there would be a good many of 
them outside the walls of the Chamber. 
It is all very well to be virtuously indig­
nant. Sometimes allowances may be made; 
and the only allowance which can be made 
in this case is·that the bon. member was a 
little excited, having just returned from 
:Ylelbourne. I move : 

That the debate be adjourned until to-morrow. 

Question proposed. 
.M:r. MEL VILLE : It is not my inten­

tion to say much upon this ma.tf-91'. I do 
nuL luJU\"v that 1 should have spoken at all 
but for the fact that an insinuation was 
made by the leader of the Opposition that 
I had in some way or other been con­
ducive to the hon. member's unfortunate 
position. Hon. members sitting on each 
side of the House can form little idea of 
the difficulty experienced by the Chair in 
holding the balance fairly and justly. I 
regret that an attempt has been made to 
make it appear that harsh action has fallen 
upon the shoulders of those with whom I 
am associated as a party. I submit, how­
ever, that all who werP. in the Chamuer 
will agree that I exercised all the patience 
that it was fair and honorable to exercise 
to enable the bon. member for West Mac­
quarie to maintain his position. I, as 
Chairman, was placed in this position : 
that had I sat quietly and meekly in my 
chair, the bon. member would have been 
master of Parliament, and order would 
have been gone. The courRe I took, pain­
ful though it might have been to myself, 
was taken in the interests of hon. gentle­
men on the Opposition benches as well as 
on the Government benches; and it ap­
pears that I have fallen under the partial 
censure of the gentleman whom I have 
acknowledged as my chief up to this even­
ing, and that I stand befGre the world as 
having been an accessory, in some shape 
or. form, to the unfortunate punishment 
which is, I presume, about to fall on the 
head of the hon. member for West Mac­
quarie: The hon. member had the whole 
eYening to consider the matter; and if he 
knew that I had been a contemptible re­
ceiver of bribes, the moment I attempted 
to rule in the chair would have been the 
time for his manly interjection, and for 
him to haYe challenged my position. I am 
partially spurned by my leader as having 
instigated the hon. member to do some­
thing which was wrong, and I am branded 

Third night. 
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by th~ hon. member for 'Vest Macquarie 
as he leaves the Chamber with being the 
disgraceful recipient of a bribe for my 
action in Parliament. It only show·s the 
difficulty of earning laurels as Chair·man 
of Committees; and it only makes ap­
parent th'e absolute duty of bon. members 
of standing by any man placed in the 
chair who is game to do his duty even 
though the result may affect his own party. 
Any man who saw my conduct in the 
chair must agt"ee that I almost forgot the 
dignity of the Chair when I appealed to 
the hon. member for 'Vest J\facqua.rie; 
hut when I found that the authority of 
the Committee was to be set at defiance I 
was compelled to take the course which I 
did. Although the chief whom I have 
followed loyally until t.his evening has 
thought fit to cast the blame of the occur­
rence upon me, and although the bon. 
·member for " 7est 1\iacquarie has associ­
.ated me with an alleged nefal"ious transac­
tion, I say I do not feel that I did any 
action to-night while sitting in the chait· 
for· which I should blush while I look upon 
my countr·ymen. 'Vith regal"d to the pun­
·ishment of the hon. member for West 1\Iac­
·quarie, it will he my duty to abstain from 
Yoting, because I have already sat in the 
position of judge and awarded a certain 
amount of punishment, which has been car­
ried O'J L. If the House could see its way to 
defer passing sentence to a future l10ur, if it 
will bring a boat. a better result, I wish it to 
be known that I seek not the punishment of 
the bon. member. If hon. members choose 
to postpone the punishment I shall gladly 
acquiesce. The hon. member fot· Quean­
l)eyan and th~ hon. member for New 
England lrn.ve told us that there is some­
thing connected with this proceeding to­
night which is spoken of in muf:Hed tones. 
" 7e have been told that the hon. member 
for West Macquarie is in such a condition 
that he is not responsible for his actions, 
and I am inclined to think that the state­
ment is true. But are we, the Legisla­
tive Assembly, to sit het·e from day to dity 
at the mercy of one who has to-night in­
flicted upon our reputation a stab the 
effects of which will take years to wipe out 
The hon .. member hurled an outrageous 
charge against me, K'tnd the bon. member 
for Bourke says he does not believe it; 
hut it ·was made by the lJOn. member for 
"\Vest Macquarie under excitement. 

[ 1lf?·. .Aiel ville. 

Mr. WILLIS: 'Vill the hon. member 
allow me to say a word ~ I will almost 
vouch for it that to-morrow the bon. mem­
ber for " 7 est Macquarie will not even 
know that he made the statement. 

1\'Ir. MEL VILLE : Hon. mem hers have 
known me for .ten years in this House, 
and I undertake to say that no action of 
mine would indicate jthat I have received 
anythiug for pushing on the Broken Hill 
''' ater Supply Bill. I am not even in the 
position that the Irishman was in when 
he said, "Bedad, I have the blame, and 
I will have the gain." I am accused 
of recei1•ing £1,000, but I have neYer 
had an opportunity of seeing it. I 
say that the ofi'ence committed by the 
bon. member for 'Vest 1\Iacquarie when 
leaving the Chamber was of a most 
aggra1;ated nature. I do not know that 
I should have spoken had it not been for 
the imputation that has been cast upon 
me by the lJOn. member whom I have fol­
lowed loyally until to-day. If my actions 
are to be impugned, if edl motives are to 
be imputed to me by the hon. member, it 
will beco~e m_y duty to find a seat below 
the gangway. I repel the charge. I appeal 
to hon. members who saw the whole of 
ti1e circumstances, and I say it is cruel on 
the part of the leader of the Opposition to 
cast such an imputation upon me. U n­
lcss the imputation is retracted I shall find 
iL my duty to cPfl.se my allegiance to one 
who could make against me a charge so 
vile and so foul as that I led the hon. mem­
ber for "rest :M:acquarie into the position 
in which he was placed. I do not think it 
necessary to do more than to deny the 
foul and iniquitous charge which was 
hurled at me by the hon. member for 
West 1\:!:acquarie when he was leaving the 
Chamber, and to say that if any inquiry is 
to be held before any court, or before Par­
liament, I am ready for that inquiry. I 
have received nothing for supporting the 

- Broken Hill Water Supply Bill. No one 
lras spoken to me on the subject, and I 
have had no tmnsacLions in connection 
with that bill. I voted for it and helped 
it through because of the foul charges 
which had been made against certain bon. 
members. I· felt that the time had ar­
rived when we should show the country 
that we were not afraid to do our duty 
because charges of bribery and corruption 
were scattered broadcast throughout the 
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land. I know no more of Broken Hill 
than I have heard in this Chamber. As 
regards the charge against me, what makes 
the stab all the more deep is the fact that 
I began life without money and friends 
and had to fight my way up. That makes 
the stab deeper, l>ecanse it is so easy to fix 
upon one who is supposed to be poor an 
.accusation of corruption. I shall not vote 
for the resolution. I have done my duty, 
and if I have done harm to any one it has 
not been intentionally. Notwithstanding 
any thrr.~.t.f;, T sh~.ll ondocwour lv ad full'ly 
and impartially while I occupy the chair, 
however long or short that time may be. 

Mr. '1'. 'V ALKER : I desire to speak to 
the question, but, before doing so, would 
like to take Mr. Speaker's rnling on a point 
of order. I submit that the motion is out 
of order, because it is in contravention of 
the 25th section of the Constitution Act, 
which says: 

It shall be lawful for any member of the As­
sembly by writing under his hm1d addt·essed to 
the Speaker of the said House to resign his seat 
therein and upon the receipt of such resignation 

.·by the Speaker the seat of such member shall 
become Yacant. 

.:;,\lr. Speaker having received the resigna­
tion of the bon. member for 'Vest Mac­
quarie, the seat is already vacant. There 
is nothing either in the Constitution _\.ct 

·-or any other act to compel a man to be a 
member of the House one moment longer 
"than he wishes; and tlte hon. member for 
'Vest .M'acquarie, having resigned to-night, 
is no longer a member, and therefore can-
· not be expelled. It does not affect the 
point that the resignation is not worded 
Tespectfully. The act distinct-ly says that 
upon receipt of a resignation the seat 
becomes vacant. 

Mr. SPEAKER : The letter I ha,-e re­
ceived and the point the hon. member has 
.mised do not really constitute a question 
-of ordct·. A resolution is before the House, 
and has been proposed from the Chair, and 
it is for the H.ousc to deal with that reso­
lution apart from the facts stated by the 
hon. member, and it is laid clown that the 
Speaker shall not anticipate events or de­
termine -ivhether or not a hypothetical dis­
<;ussion would be in order. I do not think 

. that the discussion with regard to the resig-
nation of the hon. member for 'Vest 
l\:Iacquarie is in order. 

Mr. T. WALKER : Speaking to the 
question, I feel that what I have to say at 

this late hour, and under the excitement 
that prevails, can h:-we very little weight. 
I feel, as a young member, a great sense of 
responsibility in having to take a course 
which may seem to place me on a level 
with one whom I desire to defend from the 
extreme punisltment of expulsion. I am 
not going to say that there ought to be any 
apology made for a man who for_gets him­
self so far as to get under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor. That cannot be done. 
Though I admit it i~ donR vP1·y .;>£ton, not 
onlym this legislature, butalsoin others, yet 
a man. ought not to so far forget himself, 
and sacrifice tlte dignity of the House, as 
to come here deprived of his intellect 
through theinfluenceof intoxicating liquor. 
But when we know that this has taken 
place, and, possibly, under more or less 
excusable circumstances-when an hon. 
member has returned from a trip where 
joviality, we will suppose, has reignecl 
triumphant; when he has just come back 
from the excitement of a trip where 
Bacchus is the chief god in many in­
stances, we might be a little tolerant of 
him under those circumstances, as we arc 
. tolerant of the after-dinner speeches of some 
politicians. It is a poor excuse to offer, I 
admit, butweoughtnotto judge the actions 
of a man who is not himself, who is bereft 
of the reasoning and controlling faculty, 
bereft of the moral susceptibilities which 
he generally carries about with him-we. 
ought not to judge him by the same harsh 
measure as we would judge a man in his 
cool, sane senses. It has been already said 
by the Premier and by others, that the 
hon. member for '\-Vest :Macquarie is a 
young man, possessed of grent abilities. 
No one will doubt that. It is just possi­
ble, I will admit, that, by leniency towards 
.him and his faults, we may cause· him to 
throw away those great abilities. It is 
just possible that if we are too kind to him 
we may teach him to pay too little respect. 
to the responsibilities. that the great gifts 
he possessPs entail upon him. But whilst. 
that is the case, we ought to remember, too, 
that men of a constitution of mind like that 
of the hon. member are liable to be injured 
in an evil direction by a too high-handed 
method with them. There are some horses 
-if I may use the illustration-that may 
he trained with a whip, that you may flog 
into submission, that you ma.y drive as 
you clo brutes of burden; but there are 

Thi1·d night. 



5198 Financial Stnternent. [ASSEMBLY.] Financial Stcttement. 

others of high and noble spirit that can 
only be· trained by wise tact and good 
management; and though it is not incum: 
bent upon hon. members here to go out of 
their way to use tact with the hon. mem­
btr for "West :!:lfacquarie-thougb it is not 
incumbent upon us to be over-kind and 
indulgent with a young man who, possess­
ing great abilities, chooses to misuse them 
-still with a due regard to the best hopes 
of that young man, with a due regard to 
the services he may render to the country, 
with a clue regard to his youth, with a 
due regard to the circumstances under 
which he has committed the offence to­
night, surely none of us would throw away 
our manhood, or even lose our respect for 
this great assemblage, if we extended to 
him some consideration-if, at all events, 
we did not judge him in the hot blood we 
are in now through excitement-;i.£, at all 
events, we allowed this matter to stand 
over until another day, when we might, 
with that spirit of fair play and .a due 
regard to the rights of Englishmen,- give 
him, if not the right, at least the privilege 
of defending himself in this House. I 
shall not vote for the motion, though I 
am told by the leader of the Opposition 
and by other members of the Opposition 
that the only course to take to defend the 
dignity of Parliament is to expel this 
young man. If I saw in the middle of 
this room a log of wood incapable of 
moving itself, incapable of understand­
ing language, or incapable of entering 
into the spirit of my dealing, I should 
not think of kicking that log of wood or 
of arguing with it. The bon. member 
for West Macquarie to-night is nothing 
but that log of wood, so to speak. He 
is incapable of appreciating the punish­
ment we propose to inflict upon him. 
By the punishment that we propose to­
night, we only show a vindictive spirit-a 
cruel spirit of persecution, and of resent­
ment of wrongs which, though great, have 
been equalled in the past without the ex­
treme course that is proposed to-night 
being taken. Let me caution hon. mem­
bers-especially those who, in the future, 
may possibly be,. like the hon. member fo1: 
West Macquarie, liable- to take too much 
of the elevating draught-about the step 
that they will take to-night if they expel 
the bon. member, for the taking of an ex­
treme step of this kind may possibly be 

[ ilf1·. T. Wallcer. 

the ruin of this young man. I do not 
look to immediate results. I£ I .believed 
that my vote would cause the hon. mem­
ber for vVest Macquarie to reform, bring 
him to a stern sense of his responsibilities 
as a representative of the people, and give 
him a deeper respect for this assemblage 
when he is in it, I would vote for the 
m:~tion; but the possibility is that by ex­
pelling a young man of his temperament, 
which, in my estimation, is closely allied 
with that of genius-is keen and sensitive 
-we may cause him to drift irretrievably 
over the steps of ruin. It is a painful 
thing when the least elevated of humanity 
sinks into the mire of degradation; but to 
see a bright sou of the human family­
catching, as it were, the very rays of the 
brightest thoughts from the greatest minds 
round about him, and having himself the 
very mainspring of originality of thought 
and power to expt·ess thoughts-in a 
sparse colony like this, crushed by an act 
of this assembly in the heat of passion, in 
a moment of temporary frenzy and of re­
sentment-the worst time to act is in a 
moment of heat and passion-and thrown 
l1eadlong to ruin, is one of the saddest 
sights a human being could witness. In­
telligence is a scarce commodity. Great 
power and clearness of thought, breadth of 
discernment, scope of knowledge, and power 
to use reason, speech, and moral suasion, for 
thead\'ancementof acountrywhichisyoung 
as the hon. member for West :M:acquarie is 
himself, are, indeed, scarce commodities. I 
am of opinion that he is high-spirited, for 
he belongs to a high-spirited nation. It is 
almost impossible for ns-who have cold 
Saxop. blood flowing through our veins­
to understand that irritability and strong 
sensitiveness which belong to those of the 
hon. member's race. They have been bred, 
as it were, with a sensitiveness to insult. 
Their blood boils when they believe that 
any one is about to take advantage of them. 
Though the Chair, in my opinion, did what 
was right, still I could see clearly that at 
that stage the hon. member thought that 
he was being put upon, that he was being 
oppressed, and the natural feeling that he 
always displays against oppression arose 
within him. He did not act discreetly ; 
but his discretion was obscured bv the 
fumes of wine. He could not clearly dis­
cern the right course, and he took the 
wrong one. .The quality of stern stub-
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bornJ;J.ess came into play, and he determined 
to take his own course. I regret that the 
·very act of ex.pelling him sent him again 
to the wine cup, and he be(;ame more in­
ebriated. When he came here what sane 
man would have asked him to defend him­
self 1 Who would put him on his trial if 
he had to plead for his life, and ask him 
to speak in his own behalf, when he is in 
such a state as to be incaP,able of reason, 
incapable of doing himself the simplest 
justice ; in fact, capable only of doing him­
self injustice 7 Let us sink on•· pn~ition ns 
J.Uew1H:)l'!l ot .Parliament, and simply let our 
humanity speak. ·what would we do if, 
in our own house, .or in that of a friend, 
we saw a man forget himself 7 Would 
we expect what is expected by the most 
dignified assemblage in the realm-what 
is expected by the greatest combination 
of the intelligence of the colony 1 vVould 
we expect what we expected of the hon. 
member for West Macquarie to-night 1 
If we did, we should add fuel to the 
fire. Our great offence is expecting there 
and then, or even to-night, a defence, or 
justification, or even an apology, from 
such a source. I want these things to 
be considered. I am mentioning these 
facts because the misdeed that the hon. 
member committed, and the punishment 
inflicted upon ·him, have been such as to 
drive him again to the wine cup. I ad­
init that we have no right to either use or 
restrain our powers for the purpose of 
saving the hon. member from the drunk­
ard's doom ; but if by the exercise of 
met·cy, which is as high a prerogative as 
was ever exercised either by tyranny or in 
carrying out the strict letter of the law­
if we can, by a little charity, by a little 
common humanity, throw aside our mock­
masks of mere legislators, and act as men 
do towards men, let us give the hon. mem­
ber a chance in his sober moments to de­
cide what he will do-whether he will 
then offer an apology. I admit that it 
must be a very deep apology-in fact, 
wide and comprehensive in every way, to 
meet the gravitJ of the offence. But, in 
the name of common-sense, when a man is 
charg~d with the most serious offence in 
his political life-a charge that is to re­
sult in his political death-let us have the 
man at his best, to speak for himself ; and 
I will guarantee that if he be the man I 
take him to be, there is not an bon. mem-

ber who would more wl.llingly admit his 
misconduct than the hon. membee for 
vVest l\'lacquariewill in his sober moments. 
Do not let us forget ourselves. I am ap­
pealing, in a spirit of fair play, foe bon. 
members to wait until the hon. member 
for vV est JYiacquarie is sober. I am not by 
mere words trying to cover over the offence. 
T\w offence committed l?y the bon. mem­
ber to-night was that of getting drunk and 
attempting, whilst in a state of intoxica­
tion, to do what he could not rln whilot in 
tlmL st:J.te, r.nd therefore bringing himself 
into contumely. Let the man be sober, 
then try him. Let the man be in his right 
senses, and then ask him what he has to 
say about the matter. vVe shall -then 
know what we are punishing-that we are 
not kicking a dead log, or an irresponsible 
brute, or a hurnari being bereft of reason 
-a mad man, for, talk as bon. members 
may, the bon. member for West Mac­
quarie is in a state of madness to-night, 
absolutely idiotic, as regards his rights ancl 
privileges, and also those of the House. 
To-night he is his worst. enemy. Shall 
we take advantage of the hon. mem­
ber's condition to exhibit a spirit of ven­
geance 7 Shall we, in the tumult and 
whirlwind of vexation, send the hon. mem­
ber for West l\'Iacquarie to his political 
death 1 It is said that we are sending 
him ~o ascertain the opinion of his consti­
tuents ;. but there is a great deal of differ­
ence between allowing the hon. member to 
ask the opinion of his constituents of his 
own accord, and kicking him out of the 
House to do so. I am satisfied that if we 
take the step proposed by the Premier we 
shall ruin one of the brightest and most 
promising young men who ever sat in this 
House. We can do no wrong by extend­
ing mercy, even in this high tribunal. 
While we condemn the bon. member most 
unmercifully, while we flog him, do not 
let us kick him when he is down. Do not 
let us jump upon him ; but let us show 
our manhood by waiting until the hon. 
member recovers sufficiently to fight fairly. 
Let us wait· until time is called, and then 
see if the hon. member can answer. 

lVIr. TURNER : I am afraid that very 
little can be said to-night in favour of the 
hon. member for vVest l\1acquarie ; but I 
think this debate ought to be adjourned 
until to-morrow night, and that any action 
we take to-night is bound to be precipitate. 

Thi1·d night. 
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What reason can be urged for not adjourn­
ing the debate 1 The result, in any case, 
will be about the same. The circumstances 
have suddenly arisen. An hon. member 
is o1•ertaken by what is termed excite­
ment, and he trespasses in a way that can­
not be overlooked. Nothing which has 
been said of the hon. member for \Vest 
Macquarie to-night is too bad ha vingregard 
to his conrluct. But the case is easily ex­
plained. The hon. member was suftering 
from great excitement-from an excite­
ment from which we have all suft'ered more 
or less at some time in our lives. Speaking 
for myself, I know that I can say with Dido, 
Queen of Carthage : 

Non ignara mali miseris succurrere disco. 
and I should be sorry to condemn the hon. 
member. The whole of his trespass is 
simply accounted for from the fact of his 
lmving been at the races. But be his 
offence wlmt it may, no harm can result 
from an adjournment of the debate until 
to-morrow night. I feel that I can say 
nothing in the hon. member's fayour. 
Any little ·hope there might ha1·e been 
for him was dissipated by his letter to 
Mr. Speaker. I cannot refrain from say­
ing that I have a personal liking for the 
hon. member. I know him to have one 
of the greatest intellects in the House, 
and in a few years' time he might, with 
more ballast, become one of its chief mem­
bers. I think it would be too bad to· rele­
·gate him to political destruction in the 
.course of an hour or two. The conrEe pro­
posed to be taken in this precipitate way 
may ruin the hon. member politically and 
in every other respect. I think the debate 
should be adjourned until to-morrow night. 

Mr. HUTCHISON (Glen Innes): I 
{}esire to set myself right before the mem­
bers of this House and before my constitu­
ents. I thought to-night that we were 
making a great mistake in asking an hon. 
member in a state of inebriation to enter 
this House for the purpose of making a 
.personal explanation. That which has 
transpit·P-d proves that my conviction was 
right. It was worse than useless to ask a 
drunken man to come into an assemblage 
of gentlemen to make an explanation of 
his conduct. I do not attempt to extenu­
ate the crime of dt·unkenness whether 
committed by the hon. member for vVest 
l\1acquarie ot· by any other bon. member. 
It is discreditable in the extreme. But I 

[Air. Turner. 

suppose we all take credit to oursehes for 
haYing some of the milk of human kind­
ness, and l suppose also that we should all 
be very displeased if we were told that we 
were not Christian gentlemen. If we really 
believe in the principles of christianity, in 
that Master who said we were to forgive not 
seven times, but seventy times seven, we 
shall give the bon. member for \Vest lYiac­
quarie anopportunitywhenheis in his so bet· 
senses to make 'a full explanation, and to 
apologise to Mr. Speaker, to the Chairman 
of Committees, and to theHousefor his mis­
conduct. I do not think it would be in 
any way lowering to our dignity to adopt 
such a course. lf the Premier's motion be 
pressed to a division to-night I shall vote 
against it. I shall neYer wittingly commit 
a breach of the rules of this House, and I 
admit tha,t we are all personally respon­
sible for our actions. But at the same time 
we are all to some extent our bt·other's 
keeper, and we should extend fair play to 
an hon. member who is in the unfortunate 
position of having had too much to drink 
at the races, and who came here in a state 
of excitement, not fully realising or under­
standing the position in which he placed 

.l1imself by refusing to obey the Chait'. 
\Ve ought to adjourn this debate until hon. 
members are in that calm frame of mind 
in which they are likely to do unto others 
as they would lJa1·e others do unto them. 

l\1r. MILLER : [ intend to support the 
motion for the adjournment of the debate. 
I know that the hon. membm· for \Vest 
J.Vlacquarie came from l\:Ielbourne this 
morning, because I came with l1im, and 
he was at that time perfectly sober. 

1\:Ir. PAuL : Thehon. member for Bo.urke 
(i\fr. Willis) said the hon. member came 
home last night! 

lVIr. l\1ILLER : Then I must l1ave been 
drunk this morning. I was with the bon. 
member then, and I say that he was p'3r­
feetly sober. In the Opposition room this 
aftet·noon, I agains<tW the hon.mem bet·, and 
he was sober then also. I attribute his con­
duct to-night, which was most disgraceful 
and could not l.Je condol)ed, to no other 
cause than what I consider to be a curse to 
this Parliament-that is, the refreshment­
room. If there were no refreshment-room 
and no alcoholic liquors sold within the 
precincts, there would be fa1· less drunken­
ness, I will not say mnong members, but 
among persons who are seen within the 
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precincts of the House. I regret exceed­
ingly that the hon. member for \Vest Mac­
quarie was ever called into the Chamber 
to give an explanation. I am sure, sir, 
that if you had known the state of the 
hon. member you would have been the 
last in the world to have called upon him 
to make an exhibition of himself as he did. 
The very way in which he rushed into the 
Chamber without acknowledging your pre­
sence, and exclaining in a violent way, 
" 1\ir. Speaker, am I here as a prisoner or 
as a membr.r nf P:wli<~mont7" wao.I'Jnffi..:ieuL 
to show any man of ordinary intelligence 
that he was absolutely drunk. Sufficient 
has been said by bon. members on both 
sides to W<trrant an adjournment of the 
debate. In the present excited state of 
bon. members' minds, I do not think we 
should be acting judiciously in coming to 
a vote on the motion. I trust that the 
Premier, being an old and experiP.nced 
politician, having watched the career of 
many hon. members, who are present, or 
dead, will extend his consideration to a 
young man, and a promising member, as 
he himself admits, and that he will consent 
to au adjournment of the debate. Circum­
stances may arise to-morrow which will 
entirE>ly ch;nge the opinions of most hon. 
members with regard to the motion of ex­
pulsion. I can conceiYe no greater disgrace 
that can be put upon any man in the com­
munity than to expel him from the highest 
position that any young man can attain in 
this country .. Not only is he politically 
damned, but be is privately damned, if we 
take this extreme coursfl. \Ve must not 
forget that the hon. member for vV est 
:i\iacquarie is not now a single man; he 
has a young wife depending on him. I 
hope hon. members will not come to a de­
cision to-night, but will give the question 
calm consideration. 

1\It·. HAYNES: I would not have said 
a word on this question if it had not been 
for the extraordinary speeches delivered 
by the two bon. members who have just 
spoken. The hon. member for Northum­
berland said the l10n. member for vVest 
}lacquarie was in the House in :1 state of 
madness from ch·ink. No better reason 
can be given for sending a man back to 
his electorate. 

An Hox. lliE~mEit : \Vill the hon. mem­
ber apply that rule all round to hon. mem­
bers on his own side ~ 

1\lr. HAYNES: I have been in tlio House 
for some time ; I am an observant man ; 
I am not affected in that way myself, and 
I have not seen anything of the kind. If 
a man makes himself mad with drink, and 
appears in the representative Chamber in 
that state, it is undoubtedly the duty of 
Parliament to send him back to his con­
stituents. I have been an observant man, 
and have been here nearly always since I 
have been a member, and I have not seen 
the evil results which the hon. mP.mhP•· 
:tLtriblites to the refreshment-room. I 
honestly believe there is no gathering of 
gentlemen in any pal't of the world which 
has exhibited more sobriety and steadiness 
than this Parliament has. The hon. mem­
ber for West J\tlacquarie did not come to 
the House, I venture to sa_y, to become 
affected in this mnnnet·. Ron. members. 
are only attempting to cover up his great 
outrage upon parliamentary government. 
The hon. member for New England in one 
breath condemned and condonfcl theofi'ence 
of the hon. member. 

Mr. OoPELAXD : I have not attempted 
to condone it ! 

l'Ylt-. HAYNES: What else is this pro­
posal to adjourn the debate 1 \Ve saw a 
scene to-night which, if it were not put 
clown, would result in the absolute destruc­
tion of parliamentary govermi1ent. That 
scene would have disgraced the lowest slum 
in the city. An hon. member said it was 
only a kind of blustering interference with 
theSe1:jeant-at-Arms. \Vhy, the hon.mem­
ber fo1· ViT est l\f acquarie, llir. Orick, shook 
his fist at the Chairman and struck and 
assaulted the Serjeant-at-Arms. 

An RoN. l\lE~IBER: The hon. member 
for \Vest .l\Iacquarie never struc:~ at the 
Se1jea.nt-at-Arms at all ! 

Mr. HAYNES : And then made an 
attempt to break into the Chamber when 
the bars were locked against him. If men 
are returned to this House who cannot 
respect parliamentary institutions, the one 
duty is to send them back to the people 
to have their claims to be elcctea recon­
sidered by their constituents. The hon. 
member for \Vest Macquarie has created 
scenes here from time to time whwh, if 
tolerated in other bon. members, would 
mean the destruction of parliamentary 
government altogether. I have heard 
bon. ruembers talk about the rights of 

Thirrd night. 
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constitutional government and the re­
spect that ought to be paid to Parliament, 
and under cover of such sentiments have 
assailed parliamentary government in a 
way which, if it were continued in by 
hon. members, would leave the House in 
wreck and ruin. It appears to me that 
the House cannot postpone its deliberation 
on this question in justice to itself. It 
dare not do it. Witness the scene that 
took place when the hon. member was 
given an opportunity of explaining his 
conduct-a scene that was degrading to 
Parliament, and one that shocked every 
hon. member, whether friend or foe of 
the hon. member for West Macquarie­
and I trust he has no foes here. \Vith 
regard to the statements concerning the 
hon. gentleman's magnificent attributes, 
and his high intellectual character, I 
might state that I saw a man tried at 
Darlinghurst Gaol-Captain Moonlight­
who in his way was l1is equal, if . not 
superior, in my opinion. "\Vas that man 
fit for Parliament~ He had ability which 
made him prominent among a class of men, 
and if the bon. member for West Mac­
quarie has ability, unfortunately it l1as 
been used in making assaults upon par­
liamentary government. His continued 
insults to hon. members on both sides of 
the House are degrading to the side to 
which he belongs, and to-night's interrup­
tion of the proceedings of Parliament is, I 
believe, an insult which should meet with 
expulsion, and his probable defeat when 
he goes before his constituency, which will 
do him good. If the hon. member can 
survive that he is :fit to he in Parliament. 
I do believe that two or three years out­
side of Parliament, and careful reflection 
upon his conduct here, would do him a real 
amount of good, and those hon. gentlemen 
who oppose· the motion to·night will, I 
am sure, regret it. 

Question-That the debate be now ad­
journed-put. The House divided : 

Ayes, 19 ; noes, 57 ; majority, 38. 
AYES • 

. Barnes, J. F. Schey, vV. F. 
Chai!ter, J. :M. Slattery, T. M. 
Colls, T. Teece, C. B. 
Copeland, H. Turner, E. W. 
Edmunds, V\7• Walker, T. 
Ferguson, :Q . .A. Willis, W. N. 
Hassall, T. H. Wright, F. A. 
Hutchison (Glen Innes) TeUe1·s, 
1\Iiller, G. T. C. Howe, J. l'. 
O'Sullivan, E. W. Ross, Dr. A.· 

[ llr. Haynes. 

NoEs. 
Abbott, Joseph Lees, S. E. 
Abbott, ,V, E. Lyne, W. J. 
Abigail, F. :M:cFarlane, J. 
Allen, A. McMillan, VI'. 
Ball, E. J. McRae, M. 
Brunker, J. N. Mitchell, J. 
Burns, J. F. Molesworth, E. vV. 
Carruthers, J. H. Nicoll, B. B. 
Clarke, H. O'Connor, D. 
Clubb, G. Parkes, Sir Henry 
Cooke, H. H. Paul, W. H. 
Copland, D. Perry, J. 
€ruickshank, G. A. Plumb, J. 
Cullen, J. F. Scobie, R. 
Dale, D. See, J. 
Dibbs, G. R. Shepherd, J. 
Ewing, T. T. Smith, Bruce 
Farnell, Frank Smith, S. 
Fitzgerald, R. G. D. Stephen, vV. 
Garland, C. L. Stevenson, R. 
Gould, A. J. Tonkin, J. E. 
Greene, G. li. Torpy, J. 
Hawken, N. Traill, \V. H. 
Hawthorne, J. S. vV ant, J. H. 
Haynes, J. 'Vheeler, J. 
Hogan, P. vVilkinson, R. B. 
Ru tchison ( Cante1·bzl1'y) '.L'elle1·s, 
King, R. J. Fuller, G. "T· 
Lee. C. A. Lakeman, A. 

Question so resolved in the negative. 

Original question put. The House 
divided: 

Ayes, 63; noes, 10 ; majority, 53. 

AYES. 

Abbott, Joseph King, R. J. 
Abbott, W. E. Lakeman, A. 
Abigail, F. Lee, C . .A. 
Allen, A. Lees, S. E. 
Ball, E. J. Lyne, W. J. 
Barnes, J. F. :McFarlane, J. 
Brunker, J. N. McMillan, "'· 
Burns, J. F. McRae, M. 
Carruthers, J. H. Mitchell, J. 
Chanter, J. l\1. Miller, G. T. C. 
Clubb, G. Nicoll, B. B. 
Colls, T. O'Connor, D. 
Cooke, H. H. Parkes, Sir Henry 
Coneland, H. Paul, ·w. H. 
Copland, D. Perry, J. 
Cruickshank, G. A. Plumb, J. 
Cullen, J. F. Ross, Dr. A. 
Dale, D. Scobie, R. 
Dibbs, G. R. See, J. 
Ewing, T. T. Smith, Bruce 
Farnell, Frank Smith, S. · 
Fitzgerald, R. ~· D. Stephen, W. 
Fuller, G. W. Stevenson, R. 
Garland, C. L. Teece, C. B. 
Gould, A. J. Torpy, J. 
Greene, G. H. Traill, ,V. H. 
Hassall, T. H. Want, J. H. 
Hawken, N. ViTilkinson, R. B. 
Haynes, J. "Tright, F. A. 
Hogan, P. Telle1·s, · 

·Hutchison (CanteJ·bm·y)Moieswortb, E. W. 
Jones, T. "'h~eler, J. 
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NoEs. 
Clarke, H. \Valker, T. 
Ferguson, D . .A.. Willis, \Y. N. 
Hutchison (Glen Innes) 
O'Sullivan, E. \V. 
Schey, vV. F. 

Telle1·s 
Edmunds, "\v. 

Slattery, T. M. Turner, E. \V. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : I beg to move : 
That the seat of \Villiam Patrick Crick, Esq., 

member for the electoral district of '''est Mac­
quarie, hath become and is now vacant by reason 
of his expulsion from this House. 

Mr. T. vV ALR;ER : T sha 11 llOW to.ho t},., 
point of order which I took previously, but 
which has a special applicability now that 
it had not then. I took the point of order 
during the previous debate that the seat 
of the hon. member for \Vest Macquarie was 
.already vacant by virtue of his resignation. 

1\fr. SPEAKER : I have already decided 
that question, and the hon. member cannot 
J;eopen it. 

Mr. T. vV ALKER : I rise to order. The 
hon. mem1er has resigned his seat under 
the 25th section of the Constitution Act; 
that resignation was announced from the 
Chair some hour~>a,go, and I submit tbaL new 
business relating to that seat which has be­
come vacant by virtue of such resignation, 
arising subsequently, is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I give the same ruling as 
I did on the former occasion. I rule that 
the motion is perfectly in order. The 
question is that the seat of William 
Patrick Crick, Esq.--

nit'. T. vV ALKER : I beg to move dissent 
from your ruling, sir. 

l\:lr. SPEAKER : I shall not allow the l10n. 
member to do that. It has been laid 
down repeatedly in the House of Com­
mons that the ruling of th~ Chair can be 
questioned only in a regular way by asking 
the House to pronounce its opinion thereon, 
and that on motion of which notice has 
been given. There are three modes by 
which the practice of this House has grown 
up. The Constitution Act confers upon 
the House the power to make standing 
orders ; the standing orders give power to 
make sessional orders, and the first of our 
standing orders, which were made in 1870, 
is in these words : 

In all cases not specially provided for herein­
after, or by sessional or other orders, resort shll.ll 
be had to the rules, forms, and usages of the Im­
perial Parliament, which shall be followed so 
far as the sanie cnu he applied to the proceed­
ings of this House. 

We hiwe no sessional order, we have no · 
standing order relating to dissent from the 
ruling of the Speaker, therefore we have 
to look to the practice of the House of 
Commons-because I hold that we cannot 
build up a practice of our own which is 
opposed to the practice of the House of 
Commons-and our standing orders pro­
vide for that practice. This is a matter 
which I have looked into with consider-
9-ble care, and I have shown the various 
decisions to many hon. men1 br.rR, n.nrl I 
lliUBt l'lile, unt-il the House may decide 
otherwise on notice of motion, that no hon. 
member can dissent from the ruling of the 
Speaker except on motion of which notice 
lms been given. I give that ruling upon 
the principle laid down in J'rlr. Brand's 
decisions and in Mr. Peel's decisions that 
it is not proper that the Hous~ should be 
invited to dissent from the ruling of its 
chief officer except on motion after notice, 
so that every hon. member shall have an 
opportunity of discussing and considering 
the question. It bas also been laid down 
that to attempt to do so would interfere 
with the legitimate business before the 
House. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Mr. WALL : As a matter of personal 

explanation, I desire to state that in the 
early part of the evening I paired with 
the hon. and learned member for East 
Sydney, and not knowing how he would 
have voted on the question, I refrained 
from voting, otherwise I should l1ave voted 
with the ayes. 

Committee of Ways and ~~fecms 1·esumecl: 
Progress ~eported. 

.ADJOURNMENT. 
CO)IPENDIU~r OF SPEAKER'S RULINGS-C:OSFORD 

LAND BOARD-LAND COUHT. 

JYfotion (by Mr. McMILLAN) proposed : 
That the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. COPELAND : I think the present 
is a good opportunity of drawing attention 
to what appears to me to br. a very im­
portant mattet· fo1· the guidance of the 
House. You, Mr. Speaker, have just given 
a very important ruling to the effect that 
in the future hon. members are not to be 
allowed to move dissent from the ruling 
of the Chair except after notice. This 
is the reverse of what has been the prac­
tice of Parliament hitherto. I do not 
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desire to dissent froin your opinion ; but 
I think it would be very desirable for 
you to take the necessary steps to record 
your rulings, and have them bound in a 
volume, so that at the end of each session 
they might be available to hon. members 
for reference. During the time I have 
been a mem her of the House, we have had 
several speakers, including Sir Wigram 
Allen, :Nir. E. Barton, .i\'Ir. J. H. Young, 
and yourself. I have no hesitation in say­
ing that many of the rulings which have 
been given by different speakers have been 
altogether different in their effect. \Ve are 
supposed to conduct the business of Parlia­
ment on certain fixed rules and lines; but 
how can we do this unless the rulings are 
recot·ded in a manner in which they would 
be convenient for reference~ \Ve ought 
to be able to refer, at· a moment's notice, 
to rulings of previous speakers. If we 
were able to do that, a great deal of time 
would be saved. 

Mr. HAYNES : They are reported now ; 
Mr. COPELAND : They are reported; 

but they are not published. 
Mr. HAYNES: Yes, they are! 
l\ir. COPELAND: No, they are not, 

and they never have been that I am awaro 
of. I remember speaking to Sit· 'Vigram 
Allen on this subject, and he told me that 
the rulings were recorded by the clerk. 
vVlmL I desire is, that thP. rulings should he 
bound in the same way as are the standing 
orders. Whilst on this subject I may 
express the opinion that it seems a very 
foolish thing that we should pass numbers 
of laws of which few men in. the country 
are aware. It seems to me very desirable 
that. we should have in om public schools 
a simple compendium of our laws so tlmt 
our children may he taught the laws of the 
land-I do not mean abstruse questions of 
law, hut the rudiments of the laws under 
which we live. Ron. members come to 
Parliament and they do not know what 
the practice of Parliament is. If the 
rulings were bound in the form of a small 
volume a great deal of time might be saved 
and a great deal of quibbling and ill-feeling 
avoided. Perhaps you, Mr. Speaker, will 
be good enough to see whether there is any 
difficulty in the way of carrying out the 
suggestion. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I desire to call the at­
tention of bon. members to a matter to 
which I wished to refer a short time ago. 

[ .ilfr. Copeland . 

• .d... > -~·it. 

The ruling upon which I was unable to 
lay my hands at the time is as follows :-

If ttn hon. member challenge the Speaker's 
action he must do so by notice of motion, and the 
nmtter is one of order, not privilege. 

These decisions ha.ve been extracted from 
theEnglishJlansm·d hy l\fr. Edwin Gordon 
Blackmore, clerk assistant of the House of 
Assembly, South Australia. There is no 
doubt they would be exceedingly convenient 
to hen. members, and would assist iu the 
conduct of debates of the Hous.e. If I 
remain in the chair sufficiently long I will 
see what steps can be :taken, not only to 
keep on record my own decisions, but 
those of my predecessors. I may mention 
that in connection with one of the Aus- • 
tralasian legislatures-that of Tasmania­
a hand-book is. published, in the preface of. 
which it is stated : 

It appears from the decisions of the Supreme­
Court at Sydney, in the case of Taylor ~·ersn.s 
}~arton, and that of the Privy Council on appeal,· 
that the effect of such adoption of the ntles of. 
the Honse of Commons by a colonial legislature 
is limited to those which were in existence at 
the time when the adopting standing order was 
passed, that is, that it can only he retrospective, 
and cannot be prospecti vc. 

For that reason they issued a parliament­
ary hand-book. I will see what can be 
done to carry out the suggestion of the 
h6n. member for New England. 

l\Ir. STEVENSON : I ktkc the earliest 
opportuniLy affol'Clcd me of rPferring to. 
the answers given to-night by the Secre­
tary for Lands as to a question I put to 
him as to the holding of a land board meet­
ing at Gosford. The hon. gentleman ad­
mits that since 18th April there has been 
no land hoard meeting held at that place. 
I do not think it likely, as the ~Iinister 
has pointed out, that people will, undet· the. 
Crown Lands Act, enter on land imme­
diately after application ; and I do not 
think it will be admitted t.hat the delay 
occasioned is in the interests of hon{l .firk 
settlement. The l\Iinister has stated that 
since lst lllay there have been eleven ap­
plications. I do not see why eleven per­
sons should be kept waiting for seven or 
eight months of the year. It is only natural 
that they should be reluctant to go into­
residence or make improvements before 
confirmation. It has been the custom to­
hold meetings atGosforcl every few months, 
and I think the :Minister would do well if 
he would have a meeting held there as early 
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.as possible. Seven months have elapsed 
since last meeting, and we have no notifi­
·Cation at present as to when the next meet­
ing is likely to be held. I have no doubt; 
the Minister thinks the matter of no im­
portance.: but I find on looking over the 
electoral roll, that since the opening of the 
railway through to Brisbane vVat;er there 
J1as been an addition of 1,070electors. That 
shows a rapid increase of settlement within 
the last few yeat·s. Therefore, the Lon. gen­
.tleman might give tt little more attention 
to it, and he mi"ht, ha.vP promioed, .iu answer 
to my question, that it shouldreceivemore 
attention. I have taken this opportunity 
-()f referring to the matter again in the in­
terests of the bonajicle settlers on the land. 

Mr. LAKEMAN : I should like to 
-draw the attention of the Secretary for 
Lands to a case which was argnP.d in the 
Land Court yesterday, and in which 1\fr. 
B. R. Wise appeared. That gentleman was 
feed by the Crown, and I suppose he did 
not get less than £5 5s. for taking up the 
case. "Vhen he got into the court, how­
ever, he had to admit that he had no argu­
ments to use in support of the contention 
·of the Crown. I should like to know who 
is responsible for feeing a barrister to ap­
peaL' before the Land. Court on behalf of 
the Crown when the Crown has no casP. 7-

Mr. BRUNKER: I think the answer 
which I gave the bon. member for 
'Vollombi was that therP. had been only 
·eleven applications for conditional pur­
chases in his district since A prillast. The 
Lon. member will admit that that is not a 
large number; but there is no reason why 
those applicants should suffer any incon­
Yenience. The bon. member may not be 
awnre that the districts have been changed 
dming the last six months. During the 
last few months the chairman of the land 
board has been engaged co:ntinuously in 
dealing with cases arising under the New­
<:astle Pasturage Reserve Act, and it is pos­
sible that business has been disanangec! in 
consequence of the attention which bas had 
to be given to those cases. However, I 
'will see that attention is given to the re­
·qnest of the hon. member, ,so that any in­
convenience that is being caused may be . 
·ObYiated. I clo not know the particulars 
-of t\1e case which has been referred to by 
the hon. member for Balranald. I believe 
there was some difference of opinion with 
Tegard to the points raised. 

IG T 

l\fr. LAKE)IAN : vVhy should the barris­
tet· admit that ·he had no case to argue? · 

1\ir. BRUNKER: He made that ad­
mission after some case had been cited in 
court, a case of which perhaps he had no 
previous knowledge. 

Mr. LYNE : I should like the Colonial 
Tt·easurer to inform us what business tl1e 
Government intend to proceed with to­
morrow? 

Mr. McMILLAN, in reply : The first 
business to-mnno'v will be Lhe r~cepiion 
of the report, simply a matter of form, in 
connection with one of the proposed pub-· 
lie works. After that we shall go into 
Committee of \Vays and ~leans, and con­
tinue the financial deb<tte to the cloEe. 

1\'Ir. LYNE : To the close? 
Mr. l\'Ic:!\HLLAN : The debate will be 

resumed, and no other business will be al­
lowed to intervene until it is concluded. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House t~tljonrnetl at J.·:3ii a.m. (Thursday). 

3Lcgislatib£ QI::ouncil. "1'"1 ctn 
Thw·sday, 13 Novembe1·, 1890, 

The PRESIDENT took the chair. 

A quorum not being present, 

The PRf:~rrH:~T ttdjournecl the Home _a~ 
twenty-seYen minutes before 5 o'clock p.m, 

· Tlm?"Sday, 13 Novembe1·, 1890. 

Ci,·il Scr\'icc Inquiry Commissious-Coloncl Commanding 
Sccoml Hcgiment-.J.\Ir. Eg-cson-Go\·crnnacn 1Printiug­
Otticc-Trana: Five Dock to ?llortlakc-ltiehJnond Hi,·cr 
Harbour lm]tro,·cmcJJtsBili-Pitt·!:itrcetFire-Pctitioll 
-Charges ag-ainst l\lr. Spcal•rr aud the Chairman of 
Committ<'cs-Ortlcr of Business-Post Office Strcct­
Papcr-)[atTickYillc to Bnrwood Jtoad H~ilwav Bill­
Filla.ncial Statement-Hay ami Dm1iliqui11 ']_l~~tmway 
Biii·-Adjl)urnmcnt (Order of 13usiJJtss-TJ•ansit of 
Sto'i::k-l\Iouutcd InfttHtr.r-Dar1in;.;- Jsland-Trou Ores 
-HomesteadJ.Lcascs- UablJit Bill-Com1try 'l'oWJI~ 
'Vater SuJlply-J.Jocomoti\·c Contrn.ct-Carccnin~· Core 
aud Neutral Bay \\'orl;:s). 

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair.· 
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