
• 

Wentiv01·th Electomte. [COUNCIL.] LeicMcmlt J1funicipal Cowtcil. · 

WENTWORTH ELECTORATE SUB-
. DIVISION BILL. 

· Legislative Council's amendments in 
this bill agreed to. 

House adjourned 12·24 a.m. (Thursday). 

3Legizlatibe (1' 0 tt 1l ci r. 
Tl!w·sday, 22 December, 1887. 

Special Adjournment-Torpedo. Defence of the Colony­
Tattersall's Club Bill-Bulli Colliery Disaster Fund 
Bill-Inland Waters Fisheries Bill.:...Adjournmcnt 
(Product.ion of Paper3)-Lcichhnrdt l\funicipal Council 
(Mortga!;e) Bill (second rending)- Consolidated 
Uevcnue Fund Bill, No. 1 (second rrttding). 

The PRESIDENT took the chair. 

accounts, which was laid upon the table of 
the House on the 14th of. December, in 
respon:se to an order of the House of the 
lOth of November. The correspondence 
included communications between several 
military officers, the paymaster, · the 
Auditor-General, and the Treasury. :Many 
of the letter!! produced were of absolute 
unimportance ; but the whole of the corre­
spondence moved for was- not produced. 
Some very important letters between the 
commandant and officers of the pay office, 
and between officers of the Treasury and 
the paymaster had been omitted, ana it 
was very necessary that .the House should 
have them. This was not the first time · 
that an order for the production of papers . 
had been complied with in a perfunctory 
manner · by the same department-he 
would not say with . the object of conceal-

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. ing important correspondence; but, at any 
Mr. SALO:M:ONS : The- date of the ad- rate, in a way which called for the severest 

condemnation. He held in his hand a 
journment having been altered in the series of papers which were ordered to be 
Legislative Assembly, I beg to move, with laid on the table of the Assel!lbly by an 
the consent of hon. members : ' · 

That, unless otherwise.orclered, this House at 
its rising to-clay do adjourn until 'Vednes.day, 
the 8th day of February next. 

Question resoh,ed in t-he affirmative. 

. order of the 27th of January, 1871. One 
·portion of the return was furnished on the 
9th of. February, 1871 ; another portion 
on the 2nd of :May, 1871 ; a third portion. 

.in August, 1872; and the last portion on 
-. the 14th of February, 1873; so that it 

took two years, two extra motions, and a 
number of inquiries, and a great deal of 
complaint before the return to the order 
could be fully obtained. The hon. and 
learned rnember would see, therefore, that 
the complaint he was now making was no 
new· one. He hoped the hon. and learned 
member would send such a reminder to the 
department that the same Q.ilatoriness 
would not be allowed to occur again. 

TORPEDO DEFENCE OF THE COLONY. 
1\'Io.tion (by l\'Ir. CREED, with concur-· 

renee) agreed to : 
· · That leave be given to the Select Committee 

on the Torpedo Defence of the Colony to •sit 
during the special adjournment of the Council 
.after the 4til of January, 1888 .. 

TATTERSALL'S CLUB BILL. 
Bill ·presented by 1\fr. Thornton, and 

r'eacl the first time. 

BULL! COLLIERY DISASTER FUN'D BILL. 
Bill referred to s.elect committee on 

motion by Mr. G. A. Lloyd (for 1\fr. 
Lackey). · 

INLAND WATERS FISHElUES BILL. 
Bill l'ead the third time. 

ADJOUI:NMENT. 
·PRODUCTION .OF PAPERS. 

lVIr. CREED rose to move: 
That the House clo_now adjourn. 

He said that he wished to call the atten­
tion of the Vice-President of the Execu­
tive Council to a matter relating to a re­
turn of correspondence respecting niilitary 

Mr. SALOMONS : Of. course I know 
nothing of the letters which my hon. 
friend alleges to have been overlooked in 
preparing the· return ; but I shall do my­
self the pleasure vf drawing the attention 
of the proper department to it, and I-hope 
.to have an opportunity of affording an 
explanation to the hon. gentleman for the 
omission. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

LEICHHARDT MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
(MORTGAGE) BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

1\fr. G. A. LLOYD rose to move : 
. That this bill be now read the second time. 
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He said : This is a very short bill, and it 
bas a very simple object in view. The 
Leichhardt Municipal Council at present 
meet in ··a. room, which is not in their own 
municipality. They have not a chamber 
in theil' own municipality in ·which they 
can assemble. They have bought at a cost 
of £2,420 land for the purpose of build­
-ing a town hall, and they have entered 
.into a contract for the erection of the 
building at a cost of £5,500; and ~hey wish 
to borl'OW the money to enable them to 
pay the contractor for the building. The 
application is unanimous, all the aldermen 
having signed the petition, and no objec­
tion has been raised on the part of any of 
the ratepayers. There is a party ready 
to advance the money as somi as Parlia­
ment has passed this bill. There is evi­
dence to show that the rents derived from 
the building will be more than SJ.dlicient 
to pay the interest on the amount· bol'­
rowed. The bill has been passed by the 
other Chamber, where it underwent ex­
amination by a select committee; so that it 
has everything to recommend it to the 
favourable consideration of this House. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read the second time, and reported 

without amendment; report adop~ed. 

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND BILL 
(No.1). 

Bill received from the Legif;lative As­
sembly, and read the first time. 

Standing orders suspended to permit of 
bill being passed through all its stages n.t 
·one sitting of the Uouncil. 

SECOND READil\G. 

Mt·. SALOl\iONS rose to move: 
That this bill be now read the second time. 

He said : I regret, of course, thn.t the force 
of circumstances has compelled the Go­
vernment to form a precedent to which 
they are absolutely opposed; but it is 
impossible to avoid bringing in a bill of 
this kind. The bill applies out of the 
·consolidated revenue fund a total sum of 
.£864,900, of which the sum of £-530,000 
·is for the ordinary expenses of the service 
·of the colony for the month of January 
·and the following month, and a sum of 
£334,900 is for the purposes set forth in 
.the schedule annexed to the bill; namely, 

.£127,000 towards recouping the Colonial 
Treasurer's ad vance account for payments 
made therefrom in 1887, and a sum of 
£107,900 for the erection of a rabbit-proof 
fence from Bourke to the Queensland 
border, and to meet claims for subsidies. 
There is also a sum of £100,000 to be 
placed to the credit of tl~e Colonial Trea­
surer's adntnce account .. I may state that 
the sum of £530,000 is based upon the 
rates of expenditure sanctioned for the 
year 1887, but subject to the rate of any 
reduction that may hereafter be made in 
the expenditure of the year 1888. 

Question proposed. 

l\1r. G: A. LLOYD : I regret exceed­
ingly that there should be any necessity 
to bring forward a monthly supply bill. 
vVe were promis~d-and Wf) fondly hoped 
-that this session would clgse n.t the 
end of the present year; that the esti­
mates would be passed, and that the ex­
penditure would be carried on -in a reason­
ttble and rational way. As we all know, 
these supply bills are open to serious ob­
jection, because they anticipate the re­
venue, and the monpy is spent without 
the authority of Parliament, excepting as 
given in this way. There is no knowing 
how many more of these supply bills will 
follow. I no not know ·whether I am in 
order in referring to what takes phtce in 
the other branch of the legislature; but I 
would say that if the needless talk that 
goes on there continues, the probability is 
that we shall be sitting during the whole 
of nexl; year, instead of the session coming 
to a close about the end of this year, as 
was anticipated. I regret also that the 
finances of the colony are in. such an un­
satisfactory state. No longer ago than 
the 31st of March last we were promised 
a surplus of £910,000. That surplus has 
:vanished, and we have instead a deficiency 
of £156,000; and not only that, but the 
Colonial Treasurer has .n.dded £100,000 to 

• the original deficit, so th:1t the finances of 
the country are certainly in an unsatis­
factory state. I cannot help saying that 
the Colonial Treasurer is to a great extent 
to blame for the position in which w€. are 
placed. He takes credit for £330,000 of 
additional estimates and £345,000 which 
ought to have been paid this year, but 
which has been spread OYer other years 
in order to assist the pastoral tenants and 
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purchasers of Crown land. But t.he bon. 
gentlemm:t seems to forget that the bills 
which appropriated this £330,000 were 
brought in by himself, and also that the 
bill to gi,,e easier terms to squatters and 
purchasers of land was brought in by the 
Government, ::md he ought, therefore, to 
h_ave explained to the House that if those 
bills were passed his surplus would vanish. 
Under these circumst!l.nces, I think the 
Colonial Treasurer himself is very con­
siderably to blame. W c are relieving the 
squatter and the purchasers of land from 
payments which ought to hose been made 
this year; and we are to have a property­
tax to raise the money, so that we are 
punishing ourselves to benefit the squatters. 
I think it is quite time that that kind of 
thing was' put an end to, and I do sin­
cerely hope that the clays of deficits are past 
and go)le. I hoped that when this Go­
vernment came into office we should have 
heard no more about a new deficit. It 
was bad enough to have the old deficit 
around our shoulders. It seems absurd 
that this country, with a revenue of over 
£8,000,000, cannot be governed for that 
sum. Those of us who have been in Par­
liament a few years know that it is only 
a few years ago that the country was go­
verned for £5,000,000 annually, but now 
we cannot go•ern the country for a con­
siderable amount over £8,000,000 sterling. 
I have always had confidence in Sir 
~enr:r Parkes ever since he entered public 
llfe-m fact we made our maiden speeches 
on the same platform in connection with 
the anti-transportation movement-but 
my confidence in him will cease if he 
allows these deficits to continue. There 
must be an end to them, or the country 
will .never prosper. I trust that means 
will be taken to ensure that the expediture 
will be brought within the income, and 
that we shall see no more of deficits. I 
have no intention to offer any opposition 
to the bill, but I thought it right to make 
these few remarks in order that the coun­
try may see that this House protests 
against this system of deficits and this 
system of monthly supply bills. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read the second time, and passed 
through all its remaining stages, without 
amendment or debate. 

House adjourned at 5'10 p.m. 
[ 1111·. G . .A. Lloyd. 

iJ..egizlatibe ~zzembly:. 
Thzwsday, 2fi2 Decembe1·, 1887. 

Commission appointed to Inquire into Civil Service­
The Attorncy-Gencral-Habbit-proof Wire-netting­
Spread of the Habbit Pest-Alleged Irregularities in 
the Public Accounts-Expenditure in the Post and 
Telegraph Department-Expenses of Executh·c Com .. 
missioner at the Adelaide Exhibition- Gulchel' 
l\Iachinc-Special Adjournment-Centenary Celebra· 
tion Act Amendment Bill-Personal Explanation-­
The Attorney-General's Fees-Wilson v. Pritchard­
Potato Plague-Adjomnmcnt (The State House)­
lllining on Pri\'ate Property Bill-Church and School 
Lands Bill-Fireworks. in the Dom~in-:air. District 
Court Judge Docker- Centenary Celebration Act 
Amendment Bill-Centenary Celebmtion Act Amend· 
ment Bill (No. 2)-The Duckenfield Colliery-Ordet· of 
Business-Parliamentary Heporting Staff-Adjourn­
ment (GulcherMachine)-Inland Waters Fisheries Bill 
-GoYermnent Railways Bill- Financial Statement 
(Fifth Night's Debate)-Alleged Irregularities in the 
Public Accounts-Inland Waters Fisheries Bill-Ad· 
journment (Name of the Colony-llililway Hates for 
Inland Produce- Appointment in Crown Solicitor's 
Office-Coroner at Hyde-Fireworks in the Domain­
Use of Diamond Drills). 

The SPEAKER took the chair. 

C0:\1MISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE 
INTO CIVIL SERVICE. 

:M:r. H. TAYLOR (for l\1r. l\IcOounT) 
asked the CoLONIAL SECRETARY,-(1.) Is 
the royal commission recently appointed to 
inquire into the civil service intended tore­
present New South Wales1 (2.) Arenot 
all the gentlemen appointed residents of 
Sydney; and what is the reason that no 
representatives of the northern, southern, 
and western districts have been nominated 
for seats on the commission 1 

Sir HENRY PARKES answered,-! 
do not think it can be admitted for a single 
moment that localities should be repre­
sented in the appointment of a commission 
of this kind. The first consideration ought 
surely to be to obtain persons of special 
fitness for conducting the inquiry without 
reference to any other consideration; at 
all events, I cannot recognise either the 
justice or the propriety of representing 
particular districts in the country in such 
an appointment. -

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 
l\1r. MEL VILLE asked the ATTORNEY­

GENERAL,-(!.) Did the Attorney-General 
appear on behalf of the Crown in the fol­
lowing cases :-Bowles ve?·sus Commis­
sioner for Railways, Mahoney versus Com­
missioner for Railways, l\1ahoney versus 
Commissioner for Railways, heard in the 




