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way. If it is suggested that the bill be
passed through all its stages in one day
I shall offer ro objection. I shall be pre-
pared to go on next Wednesday.
Question resolved in the affirmative.

House adjourned at 5.33 p.m.

Legislative FAsgembly,
Wednesday, 5 September, 1917.

Printed Questions and Answers — Papers — Questions
without Notice -National Belgian Relief Fund—
Apiaries (Amendment) Bill — Public Instruction
(Amendment) Bill—University and University Col-
leges (Amendment) Bill—Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair.

PRINTED QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS.
EMPLOYMENT OF PHYSICALLY
DEFECTIVE PERSONS.
Mr. OSBORNE asked the SECRETARY
ror PusLic Works,—(1) Ts it a fact that
an engine-driver named C. Thompson,
who has only one leg, has been driving
a locomotive at or from Newecastle dur-
ing the past two or three weeks? (2) Is
it a fact that a man named S. Smith,
‘who has only one arm, has been similarly
engaged as above? (3) Is it a fact that
a Newcastle bootblack named Woods,
who has never passed regulation eye test,
has been employed as a mail fireman
during the last two weeks? (4) Is it a
fact that the following list of men who
have failed in eye-sight test have filled
‘positions of enginemen during the past
threée weeks, namely :—George O’Brien,
Thomas Leighton, John Devlin, William
Long, John Freeman (Hamilton), and
John Gould, Fred Yeatman (Narrabri
West) ¢
Answer,—I am informed:

(1) Charles Thompson, a returned sol-
dier, who was a locomotive driver when
he enlisted, and who lost a leg at Galli-
poli, acted temporarily as driver for a
short period during the strike. He has
an artificial leg and performed the duties
satisfactorily. (2) Stephen Smith, who
was a locomotive driver, and lost an arm
while in the service, and is now employed.
a8 a coal viewer, acted as driver for a
short period during the strike, having
with him an experienced fireman who had
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acted as driver on many occasions. (3}
No person of that name has been em-
ployed as a fireman at Newcastle, but a
man named Wood, who has had experi-
ence as a locomotive driver in England
was, after passing the eye-sight test, tem-
porarily employed as a fireman at Sydney.
(4) Some of the men mentioned were util-
ised as enginemen during the early part
of the strike, having experience in the
duties. Every care was taken in the in-
terests of sate working, and where the
vision of the men concerned did not reach
the departmental standard qualified pilot-
men were also employed on the engines.

COUNT VON ROSSIG.

Mr. KEEGAN asked the Cornonian
TrEASURER,—(1) Is it a fact that a full-
blooded Austrian, by name Count von
Rossig, a single man, has been appointed
to one of the highest posts in the Gov-
ernment Savings Bank? (2) Is it a fact
that the officers of the Government Sav-
ings Bank have protested against the
appointment of von Rossig, he being an
enemy subject? (3) If so, who is re-
sponsible for Count von Rossig’s ap-
pointment ?

Answer,—I am informed:

(1) No; but the commissioners have an
officer named V. A. Rosich, who is Aus-

‘tralian borm, is married, anl has been

appointed as accountant. His father is
an Austrian,. has been in Australia
thirty-five years, and naturalised fifteen
vears. . Mother an Englishwoman, (2}

‘One officer complained, who thought he

should have been appointed to the posi-
tion. (3) The commissioners are respon-
sible for Mr. Rosich’s appointment, the
power to make appointments being vested
entirely in them under the provisions of

‘the Government Savings Bank Act, 1906.

TARONGA PARK.

Colonel ONSLOW asked the COLONIAL
TREASURER,—(1) What has been the
annual expenditure upon Taronga Park
(Zoological Gardens) since 24th April,
(2) What has been the total
expenditure upon '‘this park since its
dedication ?

Answer,—(1 and 2) T am informed

‘that the books of the Department of

Public Works show that the annual ex-
penditure on construction of the Tar.
onga Park Zoological Gardens has been:
—From votes—Year 1915-16, £17,276 Os.
1d.; year 1916-17, £57,297 14s. 8d. Add
expenditure suspense account, 1916-17,
£5,029 19s. 6d.; total, £62,327 14s. 2d.;
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total to 80th June, 1917, £79,603 14s. 3d.

As shown above, the total expenditure

recorded, so far as the Works Depart-

ment is concerned, has amounted to

£79,603 14s. 3d., but in addition there -
are liabilities which have been incurred

by the Building Construetion Branch,

the Government Architect’s Branch, and -
the Sydney Harbour Trust, which will

bring the gross expenditure to £114,450

0s. 9d. The Chief Secretary’s Depart-

ment has also made ‘the undermentioned

grants in aid of maintenance and pur-

chase of animals:—1915-16, £900;

1916-17, £4,200; total, £5,100.

TRAMWAY CARS.

Mr. OSBORNE asked the SECRETARY
FOorR PuBLIC Works,—(1) What is the
total number of tramway cars at each
depdt in the metropolitan area? (2)
What number of these cars were at Rand-
wick shops under repairs and awaiting
same on 2nd August, 1917? (8) How
many additional cars were out of use at
the various sheds awaiting an oppor-
tunity to be sent to Randwick shops on
same date? (4) How many of these
“stopped cars” have been taken off the
list and are now in use for tram traffic
without being re-wheeled? (5) Were
these cars on 2nd August considered
unsafe for traffic, and were only per-
mitted to be used for short periods on
race days? (6) Is it a fact that the cars
are being sent back to their depdts since
2nd August, 1917, in the same state as
received at Randwick sheds—that is, in
a condition (according to previous de-
partQmental report) of unfitness for public
use?

- Answer —This mformatlon should be
moved for in the form of a return.

PAPERS.

Ministers laid upon the table the under-
‘mentioned papers, which were referred to
the Printing Committee :—

Statement of accounts, auditor’s certi-
ficate, receipts and expendlture from 5th
March, 1915, to 14th August, 1917, of the
National Belglan Rehef Fund of New
South Wales.

Further interim report and final .sche-
dule of his Honor Judge Bevan as a royal

commissioner appointed to inquire.into -

the. claims made by certain settlers on
the Murrumbidgee irrigation area, with
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a view to ascertaining whether such
settlers could prove that they were en-
titled to be compensated by reason of the
unsuitability of the soil on their farms
for the growth of lucerne.

Regulations under the Prisons Act,
1899.

Gazette motices settng forth the mode
in which it is proposed to deal with the
dedication of certain lands, under the
Crown Lands Consolidation Act 1913.

Abstract of Crown lands intended to
be debdicated to public purposes, under
the Crown Lands Consolidation ~Act, 1913,

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE,
INCREASED FERRY FARES.

Mr. BAVIN: I would like to know
whether the Acting Premier is yet in a
position to give an answer to the printed
question on to-day’s business-paper as
to whether he will intimate to the Syd-
ney Ferries, Itd., that it is undesirable
that fares should be increased until after
the matter- has been discussed by this
House?

Mr. ¥ULLER: The Qovernment has
not approved of dny increased fares;
but I presume that the Sydney Ferries,
Ltd., is in the same position as other
companies, and is at liberty to raise
fares if it thinks fit. With regard to the
House discussing the matter, the forms
of the House give hon. members the
fullest opportunity for bringing such a
matter under discussion.

Dr. ARTHUR: In view of the state-
ment of the Minister that the Sydney
Ferries, Ltd., is in the same position as
any other commercial institution, may
I ask why it was necessary for the com-
pany - to invite the Government to ap-
point a royal commission before raising
fares? Further, why was it necessary
for the Government to appoint the com-
mission? Is it not a fact that the Syd-

ney Ferries, Ltd., differs from ordinary

commercial institutions in the sense that
it possesses a monopoly of certain wharfs
at Circular Quay and on the northern
side of the Harbour? If the fares are
raised will the Government, through the
Harbour Trust, afford an opportunity to
rival companies to obtain access to the
ferry wharfs on both sides of the har-

‘bour ?

. FULLER: The Government will
be Yery glad to consider the claims of
any rival company that may come along.
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Tn regard to the other portion of the hon.
member’s question, I would ask for
notice.

TUGGERAH LAKES.

Mr. EDDEN: Is it a fact that the
Tuggerah Lakes have been offered for
sale to certain oyster merchants?

Mr. FULLER: No such action is con-
templated by the Government.

DEATH OF M. A. L. FLANAGAN.

Mr. BROOKFIELD: I desire to ask
the Acting Premier a question without
notice. Owing to the prolongation of
the strike, caused by the callous -conduet
of the Government——

Mr. SpeakER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot express an opinion, and he
must know that he is out of order.

Mr. BROOKFIELD: Owing to the
prolongation of the strike, which has
caused:

Mr. Speaxer: Order! I have already
told the hon. member that he cannot
express an opinion when asking a ques-
tion.

Mr. BROOKFIELD: I desire to know
from the Acting Premier whether he is
aware that owing to the prolongation of
the strike the great majority of the
people of this State hold the Government
responsible for the death of M. A. L.
Flanagan—
~ Mr. Speager: Order! If the hon. mem-
ber cannot obey the ruling of the Chair
he cannot proceed.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH
JURYM

Mr. BUCKLEY: I w1sh to know from
the Attorney-General whether it is a
fact that his department has already
communicated with various jurymen, and
has asked them to sit on a certain day
in connection with a case that is to be
decided at one of the lower courts?

Mr. D. R. HALL: I am in a position
to tell the hon. member quite flatly that
he will be justified in telling, in any
language he thinks proper, any one who
asserts that what he has stated is a fact,
that he is not telling the truth.

Mr. BUCKLEY:

My, SpeagEr: Order! If an hon. mem-
ber asks a question he must listen to the
answer of the Minister. If he does not,
I will not call on the Minister to reply.

[Mr. Fuller.
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Colonel Oxswow: I rise to order.
I object to the hon. member for Yass
sitting near me .and making insolent
and impertinent interjections. He has

" interjected that a certain hon. member

is not an honorable member, and T appeal.
to you, sir, to correct him.

Mr. Speagir: I did not hear any re-
marks made by the hon. member for
Yass.

Mr. J. J. G. McGrr: I must say

Mr. SreEaRER: Order!

Mr. D. R. HALL: I would like to give

.the mest unqualified denial to the sug-

gestion of the hon. member for Surry
Hills, and to state in the most complete
way that neither in any case now con-
templated, nor in any case tried during
the five years or more that I have occu-
pied the position of Attorney-General or
Solicitor-General, has such a practice as
that referred to been resorted to. It is
absolutely untrue that anything of the
kind has been done.
Later,

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: In view of the
reply of the Attorney-General to a ques-
tion asked by the hon. member for Surry
Hills that he has never tampered with
the alleged springs of justice, will thé
Attorney-General explain why his depart-
ment has recently made a departure from
the usual course of procedure by appoint-
ing six jurymen on a coroner’s inquest?

Mr, Speaker: Order! That question
was asked and answered yesterday.

Later,

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: May

T ask you, sir, a question without notice?

When a question on this matter was
asked yesterday by the hon. member for
Granville you ruled that the matter was
sub judice, and therefore the question
could not be answered. The matter now
having been decided by the jury can the
question not be asked now?

Mr. Speager: If I gave that decision
there is all the more reason why the
question should not be again asked. I
have no official information that the
case has been decided.

FOOD FOR STRIKERS WIVES.

Mr. McKELL: I desire to ask the
Acting Premier has he issued instruet-
tions to the officers of his department
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to the effect that food orders should not
be issued to the wives of men at present
on strike?

Mr. FULLER: The question has been
asked several times, and I have answered
it on two occasions already.

Mr. Speaker: I am sorry to say there
is a practice growing up on the part of
hon. members to read questions. That
is against the rules of the House. Ques-
tions asked orally are the only questions
that should be answered without notice.

Later,

McKELL: I desire to ask the
Aetmg Premier, since he answered the
question on a previous occasion, has he
given orders to any officers of his depart-
ment to the effect that food orders should
not be supplied to the wives of the men
who are at present on strike?

Mr. FULLER: Since I answered the
question previously I have given ng
orders in that regard.

GOLD LEASE, BATHURST.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I desire to.ask the
Minister for Mines is it a fact that
gold lease No. 1,471, in the district of
Bathurst, has not been worked for a
period of upwards of four years; that
applications from others than the lessees
have been received by the department
for that lease, and that the department
has from time to time postponed dealing
with the applications? Is it a fact that
the department’s most recent reply to
those applications was that the matter
would not be dealt with until after the
termination of the present industrial
wunrest? Will the Minister be good
-enough to indicate what the application
for a gold lease in the Bathurst district
has to do with the present mdustnal
unrest?

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: I can-
not be expected to answer a question
with regard to a specific lease unless the
hon. member is prepared to furnish me
with the particulars relating to it. IXf
he will do that I shall have inquiry
made with a view to furnishing him
‘with information in connection with t}‘e
matter.

LAVENDER BAY FERRY.
Mr. MUTCH: I desire to ask the Act-

“ing Premier is he aware that during the
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last week or so the Sydney Ferries Com-
pany has been running most of the day
an hourly service to Lavender Bay, which
is only about a quarter of an hour’s run
from the city? Is the company endea-
vouring by these means to make profits
unjustifiably, and force those people, who
prefer walking to the boat to travelling
by tram to walk to Milson’s Point of
McMahon’s Point in order to get the
ferry there? As the company controls a
public utility will he take steps to see
that it fulfils its obligations to its sub-
scribers by running a reasonably decent
service to Lavender Bay?

Mr. FULLER: I am not aware of
the position stated by the hon. gentle--
man. If he will give notice of the ques-.
tion I shall have inquiry made. If the.
position is as the hon. gentleman states
I should say the company is acting in
accordance with a general policy that
ought to be adopted at the present time,.
and that is to conserve coal as much as.
possnble

FRET N SR

REPORTING OF DEBATES.
Mr. KEARSLEY : I desire to ask you,.

sir, if you are aware that certain mem-
bers of this Chamber allege that certain
matters which théy have mentioned in
the Chamber and portlon of speeches
which they have delivered in the Cham-
ber have not been reported in Hansard?
Can you inform the House whether cen-
sorship is exercised im the reporting of
debates ?

Mr. SpEakER: I am not aware of what
the hon. gentleman has mentioned. If

-he will tell me any speech that has not

been reported I shall make inquiries (xnd

- find out the reason why.

NOTICES TO TENANTS,

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: 1 de-
sire to ask the Attomey-General if he
has had time to inquire into the validity
of the use of the stamp on that docu-
ment which I handed in yesterday after-

noon? If so, can he give me a reply?

Mr. D. R. HALL: I am sorry I ean-

‘not give the hon. member a reply to-day,

‘but I shall ‘let him have a. reply to-
INOrrOw. , i

EREA
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STATE LOAN MONEY.

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: I desire to ask
the Acting Treasurer can he inform the
House how much loan money the Pre-
mier obtained for New South Wales on
Yiis recent visit.to England? Has he
obtained any money for the construction
of public works? What is the nature of
the loan for which he has arranged?

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : I have
mno very definite knowledge up to the
present time as to the sums which the
Premier has been able to secure posses-
sion of, but I can tell the hon. member,
for his own personal information, and as
-a secret not to be mentioned to any other
‘hon. member—because, if he does men-
tion it, every member will come along
and ask for money—that there is ample
to meet all the necessities of a reasonable
character of the Yass electorate.

BAIL IN MURDER CASES.

Mr. M. BURKE: I wish to ask the
Attorney-General whether it is a fact
that, for the first time in the history of
this State, a man charged with murder
has been admitted to bail in the sum of
£100°?

Mr. D. R. HALL: I am not aware that
-the charge of murder has been preferred
-against anybody who has been admitted

~to the bail to which the hon. member
- refers. 1 can assure the hon. member
- that, if he will look at the charge that
- was made in the case under notice, and

take the trouble to read up the history

of what bail has been fixed in connection
with such charges in days gone by, I do

not think he will find that the bail was
. exceptionally light under the circum-
» stances.

"THE CASE OF MONTAGUE MILLER.
Mr. LANG : I desire to ask the Attor-
ney-General whether his attention has
been drawn to the case of a man named
Montague Miller, who is considerably
over 85 years of age, and who was sen-
‘tenced to six months’ hard labour for
belonging to an unlawful association?
‘Uan .the Attorney-General inform' me
whether that prosecution was initiated by
“the State Government or by the Federal
‘Government?
“- Mr..D. R. HALL: The offence charged
- against this man was an offence under the
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Federal law. I cannot tell the hon. mem-
ber whether the Government or the police
initiated the proceedings, but it was done
in pursuance of the Federal. Govern-
ment’s policy, and without any reference
whatever to the State Government.

ARMING OF VOLUNTARY WORKERS.

Mr. BUCKLEY: I desire to ask the
Acting Premier whether he is correctly
reported in the Daily Telegraph of 31st
August when he is alleged to have said,
concerning the issue of firearms to volun-
teers: :

Every effort has been made by the. Gov-
ernment to prevent the volunteer workers
from carrying firearms, but, in spite of
this, it seems clear that some of the men
are armed against the Government’s

‘wishes.

Is that consistent with the reply the
Acting Premier gave to the hon. member
for King last week in which he said that
revolvers had been issued to volunteers,
and it was in the public interest?

Mr. FULLER: I never made a state-
ment to the effect that revolvers had been
issued to volunteers. The Government
has from the outset used its utmost
endeavours to see that the volunteers
were without revolvers.

STRIKE DEFENCE COMMITTEE.

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: I desire to ask
the Acting Premier whether it is a fact
that the Government has made a private
arrangement ‘with the strike defence
committee to meet it to-morrow night?

.Is it a fact that the Government has

arranged an apparent surrender of the
strikers, and that privately the Govern-
ment has more or less backed down?

Mr. FULLER: No such arrangement
has been made, and there is not the
slightest intention on the part of the
‘Government to back down.

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: I wish to ask
whether or not it is a fact that the strike
committee is to meet to-morrow night,
and whether or not it is a fact that the
outcome of that meeting will be an
apparent surrender ’

Mr. SpEARER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot repeat a question he has
already asked.

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: I want to—
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’ .
Mr. SpeakER: Order! The hon. mem-

ber has already asked a question, and it
has been answered by the Acting Pre-
mier. '

- Mr., J. J. G. McGIRR: The Acting
Premier did not give the reply
"~ Mr. SpeakEr: Ordér! When the hon.
‘member asks a question he must be
satisfied with the reply received. He
cannot repeat the same question.

Mr. J. J.-G. McGIRR: Will you allow
me to put it in another way, because the
ieply I received from the Acting Pre-
mier

Mr. SpEaxER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot make a speech. He can only
ask a question.

- Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: The reply of
the Acting Premier was not altogether
relevant. What I want to point out is
this )

Mr. SpeaKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot make a speech. The hon.
member can ask a question. If it is in
order I shall allow it; if it is not in order
I shall disallow it.

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: Is it a fact
that, in connection with a meeting which
is to be held by the strike defence com-
mittee to-morrow night, certain private
arrangements have been come to by
emissaries of the Government

Mr. Speaker: Order! That question
has already been answered, and I will
not allow it to be asked again.

FAIR RENTS COURT.

Mr. OSBORNE: Can the Attorney-
General inform the House whether ‘the
-court known as the Fair Rents Court is
still in existence—whether it is working,
-and is it the intention of the hon. mem-
ber to bring in an amending bill ‘on
similar lines to the one he brought in
last year, making more liberal provision
.for tenants?

Mr. D. R. HALL: I have to inform
the hon. member that the same gentle-
man who presided over the Fair Rents
Court two years ago is still presiding
over it, and that the work of the Fair
Rents Court is quite up to date.

An Hox. MeMBER: When did the Fair
Rents Court sit? ’

Mr. D. R. HALL: If the hon. member
will make inquiries at Queen’s-square he
-can find out that any cases brought for-
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ward will be dealt with expeditiously.
As to any intention of amending -the
Fair Rents Court Act, I ask the hon.
member for Paddington to give notice.

‘SAFE MINES.

Mr. EDDEN : I should like to ask the
Minister for Mines is it a fact that he
has stated that during this terrible crisis
no mines will be worked but what are
safe? Can the hon. gentleman state what
the word “safe” implies? "Does it mean
mines that are supposed to be free from
gas? If so, is the hon. gentleman aware
of the fact that many explosions are re-
corded in mining history which have

‘taken place in mines where gas was
‘never known to exist? If it extends fur=

ther than that, and includes timbering
and go forth, who is going to do the
timbering and look after it for men who-

‘are inexperienced in mines?

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: In an-
swer to the hon. member, I have to say
that no mine will be worked under ex--

isting conditions which is not certified.
-as being absolutely "safe by the expert

authorities of the Mines Department of
New South Wales. _

Mr. BroogrieLD: The miners will be-
safe in ‘the arms of Jesus!

Mr. SpEARER: Order! The hon. mem--
ber must withdraw that remark, and
apologise to the House for having used
it. S

.Mr. BrookriELD: I cannot with any
honesty of mind withdraw that remark!

Mv. SpEAkER: Order! Will the hon.
member withdraw that remark? I will
not allow blasphemy to be used here-
whilst I am in the chair. I ask the hon.
member to withdraw that remark in the
interests of decency and the decorum of
Parliament.

Mr. Brookrierp: In deference to the

“rules of the House I will withdraw it}

NATIONAL BELGIAN RELIEF FUND.
Mr. FULLER, :in laying upon the
table the statement of accounts .and

-auditors’ certificate in connection with

the National Belgian Relief Fund of
New South Wales, read the following
memo. :—

In presenting the above, ‘the president
indicates that the fund has now .been
closed, and the statement shows.that ‘‘the
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money so liberally subscribed by the pub-
lic has bheen satisfactorily distributed.”
Special attention is invited to the very
low administrative expenses, and the com-
mittee expresses appreciation of the
assistance rendered gy the Government,
which made it possible to keep such ex-
enses down to a minimum. The presi-
ent adds that a good meed of commenda-
tion is also due to the officers and com-
mittee, who unstintingly gave their time
and services ‘‘for the benefit of the suf-
ferers from the barbarism of the Hun.”

APIARIES (AMENDMENT) BILL.
Resolved-(on motion by Mr. GRAHAME) :

That this House will, on its next sit-
ting day, reselve itself in a Committee
of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing in a bill to amend the Apiaries
Act, 1916.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION (AMEND-
MENT) BILL.

Resolved (on motion by Mr. JAMES):

That this House will, on its next sit-
ting day, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the expediency
of bringing in a bill to amend the law en-
forcing the attendance at school; to
amend the Public Instruction Act of 1880,
and the Public Instruction (Amendment)
Act, 1916.

UNIVERSITY AND UNIVERSITY
.COLLEGES (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Resolved (on motion by Mr. JaMES):

“That this House wil, on its next sit-
ting day, resolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider the expediency
-of bringing in a bill to amend the Uni-
versity and University Colleges Act, 1900.

_ SUPPLY.
In Committee {onsideration resumed
from 30th August, vide page 900):

" TREASURER AND SECRETARY FOR FINANCE
AND TRADE.

“&ydney Harbour Trust—Contingencies for Dredge Ser-
vice—Rates and Taxes Payable to Board of Water
Sapply and Sewerage and City Council—Fire Insur-
ance Premiums—Leichhardt Canal—Payments to
Military—Reduction of Number of Draftsmen—In-
<rease of. Pensioners—Stores Supply for Parliament.
ary Offices—Stores -for Tourist Burean and Hotel

“- Kosciusko-—Stores for Police Department—Stores for
" Prisong Department—Excessive Prices Paid for
" Stores—Stores for Public Works and Education De-
partments—Comparison of Accounts—Supply of
Blankets—Stores for Weights and Measures Depart-

* * ment—Pensions for Totally and Partially Incapaci.
, ..tated members of Military and Naval Forces—Can-
cellation of Norton Griffiths & Co.’s Agreement—
Increased Interest on Borrowed Money-Payment to
Railway Commissioners for Conveyancs of Members of
Parliament, visitors, school children and other per-
spns—Subsidy for Steamship Service between Sydney,

‘.. Java, and Singapore. .o .

[Mr. Fuller.
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- Resumed Properties.
Proposed vote, £12,825.

Mr. J. STOREY (Balmain) [5.8]: 1
desire to know how it comes about that
there is an increase in salaries of officers
from £4,444 last year to £4,874 this year?

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzpatrick : There is one
extra clerk!

My, J. STOREY : I suppose the other
increases are ordinary increments?

Mr. J. C. L. FirrzraTRICK ;: Yes!
Vote agreed to.

Sgdney Harbour Trust.
Proposed vote, £158,857.

Mr. J. STOREY (Balmain) [5.10]:
These estimates show a considerable in-
crease—from £132,389 last year to
£158,857 for the current year—despite
the fact that during the last six months
a large number of the dredges have
been idle, and a large number of the men
who were previously engaged in con-
structional work have been dispensed
with. It would appear that though the
number of workmen has been reduced
the same expenditure is being incurred
in connection with salaries. Whether
labour is dispensed with or not the ad-
ministrative staff still goes on, and the
same amount of money has to be found
for the payment of salaries to officers
who must obviously have been very con-
siderably overworked in days gone by,
or to-day can ‘have little or nothing to
do. Retrenchment seems to start in
every instance with the man at the bot-
tom. The Government proceeds to prac-
tise economy by sacking men who are
earning 30s. a week, and at the same
time increasing the salaries of men
receiving salaries of £500 a year and
over. There does not appear to be
the slightest justification for the con-
tinuance of these high’ salaries, to-
gether with increments, whilst men in
the lower ranks are dispensed with, or
do not receive any increase of pay on
account of the war. If we are to be-

come a Parliament of reform, and we are

to follow the teachings of the daily press,
which has been strongly advocating the
reduction’ of Govermmental expenditure,
we ought to endeavour to curtail salaries
in accordance with the general shrinkage
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of operations. It would seem that the
officials of the Harbour Trust are just
as guilty as are other high officials of
pettifogging attempts at curtailment of
expenditure by getting rid, as I have
said, of the lower-paid employees,
whilst at the same time providing for
increased salaries for those in the
higher grades of the service. This is a
most objectionable feature, and is really
farcical when itis viewed from the stand-
point of economy. I cannot Wnderstand
how highly-paid officials are allowed to
2o on attempting to delude the Govern-
ment and the people in this way. The
whole situation is absolutely absurd.
The Government apparently finds itself
utterly incapable of curtailing expendi-
ture, and has handed itself over, body
and soul, to the officials of the various
departments. Hon. members now sitting
on the Government benches used to
talk of the extravagance of the Labour
Government, and assured us that if they
ever got into power they would show us
how to handle the finances properly. Yet
we find it is now proposed to spend

£1,750,000 more than was spent last year *

on the ordinary affairs of government.
"These estimates clearly indicate that
whilst the men who are at the bottom are
to be dispensed with, the higher salaried
officers are to be retained upon just as
favourable a footing as in the good old
days, It behoves the Assistant Treasarer
more than anyone else to study economy,
and cut down expenditure. He has
_spoken more than anyone else about the
necessity for economy, and I thought
that if he ever became a Minister he
would make some effort to give effect to
the views he expressed when he was in
opposition. We have been considerably
disappointed in the hon. member, who,
like his predecessors, seems to have fallen
entirely under-the control of his officers.
‘What can Ministers say in justification
of these abnormal estimates? They
have made no attempt to explain them,
and apparently they are not concerned
tow that the general election is over;
and, they are secure in their positions.
Any protests made by us are lightly
passed over, and apparently are of no
avail. All the same, I want to raise my
protest against the present state of
affairs in. the Harbour Trust Depart-
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ment. There has been a great curtail~
ment of work, and yet the more highly-
paid officials who cannot have anything
like as much to do as formerly are being
retained at the old rates, or at increased
salaries. A number of dredges have been
thrown out of commission because there
has been a general curtailment of the
operations of the Trust. I have nothing
against the officers of the Trust who are
excellent men, and have done very good
work, but they obviously are not so fully
engaged as was formerly the case owing
to the falling off in the number of men
employed.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK (Orange)

“Assistant Treasurer [5.22]: I wish ta
-make & few comments upon the criti-

cisms of the leader of the Opposition,
which' may carry some weight outside.
He has stated that the salaries of the
officers of the Harbour Trust have been
increased, whereas, seeing that workmen
have been dismissed in a wholesale way,
there ought to be an appreciable reduec-
tion in the cost of administration. I
would point out that not £1 has been
added to the salary of any officer. There
has been a reduction so far as draftsmen
are concerned, but they are dealt with
elsewhere in certain branches of the
service. Some of the increase in the
vote is due to the fact that we are called
upon this year to pay £5,200 in excess
of the amount paid last year in respect
to pension charges. This year we have
to provide £67,950 as against £60,415
last year for the dredge service, the
expenditure covering among other things
the wages of masters, engineers, firemen,
deck .hands, and labourers, and stores
and material for repairs and renewals.
Then, again, £65,650 is provided, as
compared with £60,020 -last year for
labourers, storemen, cleaners, chainmen,
watchmen, maintenance and working of
bonded warehouses, maintenance of
wharfs, and other properties, &e.

Mr. J. Srorey: I do not object to
those items! :

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: The
hon. member has complained of a large
number of men having been dispensed
with . in connection with the dredge ser-
vice and construction ‘work, but I would
point out that it was only during ong
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brief period, just prior to the end of
the last financial year, that any appre-
° ¢lable diminution took place in the num-
ber of men employed in connection with
the dredges and the construction of
wharfs. Not more than a couple of
weeks elapsed before the great bulk of
the men were reinstated in their former
positions, and they are there still. We
know that shipping was not so bulky
during the last financial year as it was
prior to the war, but works, such as the
construction of wharfs and the deepen-
ing of the harbour, are being carried on
notwithstanding the war, and notwith-
standing that shipping is less in bulk
than previously.

Mr. OsBorNE: There has been an im-
.mense decredse in shipping durmg the
last two years!

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: Yes.

Mr. OsBorRNE: But not in the ‘expen-
diture!

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : Tt has
to be remembered that this is a revenue-
earning department, and that in order
to secure revenue it has to build wharfs
for the accommodation of ships, and
carry out other works. It is doing that
work as efficiently as possible, and is
getting for that purpose as much funds
from the Government as circumstances
will permit.

Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [5.267:
T object, as I did on a previous occasion,
to these estimates being considered in
the absence of the Auditor-General’s re-
port.

The CuamrMan: Order! T ask the hon.
member not to pursue that. The argu-
ment that the Auditor-General’s report
is not available has been used by the
hon. member at least twice before. I do
not think it is competent for the hon.
member to go over that argument again,

“and I ask the hon. member to address
himself to the vote before the Com-
mittee. .

Mr. GARDINER: I desire to point
.out that we are not sure after all that
what the Assistant Treasurer has just
stated is correct. .1 want to ask him if
he'can show to what extent the salaries
of the highly-paid officials in this de-
,partment have been increased since the
war, According to these estimates the

{Mr.J. C. L. Fitzpatrick.
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secretary is receiving £875 this year,
the same as he received last year.” Is it
not a fact that there has been a consider-
able increase in this official’s salary since
the war started? The Minister knows
that there has been. Then take the salary
of the assistant secretary: That has
been increased very considerably, but it
is not shown here. The same remark
applies to the salaries of the engineer-in-
-chief, the principal assistant engineer,
and the harbour master. The salary of
the harbour master now appears at £750,
but at the beginning of the war I think
his salary was £500.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick: I rise to
order. I submit that the hon. member
can only discuss the estimates as they
appear before this Chamber. He cannot
go into some statement that emanates
from the depths of his inner conscious-
ness, nor can he enter upon a discussion
of alleged increases when those alleged
increases are not under discussion.

The Cramrman: I ask the hon. member
to confine himself to the vote which is
now before the Committee. The hon.
member knows that he had a full oppor-
tunity of discussing the department
generally on the first item of this esti-
mate. Whether he took advantage of
that opportunity or not does not affect .
the position. I ask the hon. member to
keep closely to the vote before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. GARDINER: That is just what
I am doing. I am pointing out that the
salaries of the officials which I have
mentioned have gone up very consider-
ably since the beginning of the war, not-
withstanding that their duties have been
very considerably decreased. A lot of
these officials are standing by at the
present time doing nothing and drawing
their salaries. That is the case even to
a greater degree in connection with some
other departments, There are some de-
partments in which the whole of the
wages staff are not doing ‘anything and
not drawing any pay from the Govern-
ment, ‘while the whole of the salaried
staff are doing nothing, but are drawing
their pay. I want to ask the Assistan®
Treasurer why that distinction is made
between the two classes "of employees.
It is more important that the wages staff
should continue to draw their pay becausg
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owing to their only having received suffi-
clent to maintain themselves and their
families for the time being, they have
not been‘able to. make any provision for
the future.
made, not only in this department, but
in other departments of which the Min-
ister has charge? For instance, there is
the Navigation Department.

The CrHAIRMAN : Order! T ask the hon
‘member to confine himself to the vote
before the Chair.

M=, GARDINER : I believe there is a
desire on the part of the Ministry to
effect economy, and in order to do that
it is proposed to reduce the number of
employees. Would it not be better to
effect economy by reducing the number
of employees in this way: Make it com-
pulsory for every employee who reaches
the age of 60 or 61 or 62 to retire on his
pension, instead of retaining him in the
service long after he has reached an age
-when he is not fitted to properly carry
out his duties? It would be better to
‘pension those men off, because they have
a pension to get, than to cast on one side
the younger employees, with wives -and
families to support, who might find it
difficult to get employment elsewhere.

Mr. Ospor¥E: How would you effect
economy in that way—pension a man off
and put another man in his place?

Mr. GARDINER: The hon. member
%knows it is economy.

The Cmamrman: 1 ask the hon. mem-
ber not to go into a general dissertation
on questions of policy. The hon. mem-
ber might have done so at an earlier
‘stage, but he cannot do so at this stage.
The hon. member must strictly confine
himself to the vote before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. GARDINER: T should like to
point out, in reply to the hon. member
for’ Paddmgton, who is rather in favour
‘of dismissing employees

The CuHAIRMAN: Order! I shall not
allow the hon. member to evade my rul-
ing. I -am inclined to ‘think the hon.
ember is attempting to do in an in-
direct way what I have just ruled he
‘cannot do. I shall not permit that. T
agk the hon. member again to confine
himself to the vote before the Committee.

Mr. Ospor~NE: Please do.not make any
4mputations that are not correct! :
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Mr. GARDINER: I am not doing
that. I am only pointing out that it is
a wrong thing to dismiss many of these
young, able, and competent employees,
on the ground of economy, and to keep
on some of the highly-paid officers who
have reached the retiring age. I ask,
which is the better policy to pursue in the
interests. of economy and justice—to
compel a man to retire when he reaches
the retiring age, thus doing him mno
injustice, as he receives a pension, or to
do an injustice to the man who has a
wife and family to support by dismissing
him because he is in the lower grade?
The law compelling officials to retire at
the age of 60 is strictly adhered to in
the lower branches of the public service.
I know that is the practice of the Public
Service Board. I can quote instances.

The CwHamMan: Order! The hon.
member is departing from the question
before the Committee. I ask the hon.
member not to go into questions of
general policy and the actions of the
Public Service Board, but to confine
himself to the vote before the Committee.

Mr. GARDINER: I shall take another
opportunity of going thoroughly into
this question. I hope, as one who has
some knowledge of the public service,
having spent seventeen years of my life
in it

The CramyMax: Order! The Com-
mittee 1s not concerned in the hon.
member’s knowledge of the public ser-
vice. I ask the hon. member again to
strictly confine himself to the vote be-
fore the Committee. I tell the hon.
member that this is the last time I shall
warn him.

Mr. GARDINER: Many of the officers
I have referred to are performing duties
which are much less arduous than they
were in normal times. Why they should
be singled out for preferential treatment

while the war is going on, and the
-poorer men of the service neglected, T

cannot understand. If anything had
happened to increase the cost of living
a fair-minded Government would try to
help the men in the lower ranks to enable

-them to meet that increase, and not give
special consideration to -men who -are

already receiving salaries above a living
wage. |

—
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Mr, OSBORNE (Paddington) [5.42]:
It is only right that one should draw
attention to the fact that, in these days
of necessary economy and reduction of
governmental expenditure, there is an
increase of no less than £26,000 under
the heading of Sydney Harbour Trust.
Last year the amount set apart for this
department was £132,000, and this year
it is £158,000. There is this much to be
said for what the hon. member for New-
castle was attempting to say: that the
administrative charges appear to be out
of all proportion to the general expendi-
ture. The total expenditure for the
‘dredge service, including wages of mas-
ters, engineers, firemen, deck hands, and
labourers, and all stores, coal, and
material required, amounts to £67,000,
and the amount set down for labourers,
storemen, cleaners, chainmen, watchmen,
maintenance and working of bonded
‘warehouses and model lodging-house,
maintenance of wharfs and other proper-
ties, harbour and wharf lighting, repairs,
renewals, and other conveniences, is
£65,650, The Assistant Treasurer very
correctly says it is impossible for him to
go into the items and tell any hon. mem-
ber how much of these particular
amounts are represented by wages and
how much by maintenance and the pur-
chase of stores and material. So, as a
matter of fact, we are, in a certain mea-
‘sure, in the dark. Of course, one could
get some information by reading the
annual report of the Harbour Trust
Commissioners. In my judgment, the
‘administrative charges for all the officials
controlling this department, amounting
to about £40,000, are out of all propor-
tion to the amount that is set down for
-wages to the workers and for mainten-
ance and purchase of stores. Under
normal conditions, one, perhaps, would
not take much exception to this; but
every one who has given consideration
to the subject must admit that the
activities of the Harbour Trust have
been considerably diminished within the
last three years. So far from the wharf-
age accommodation being taxed to its
utmost capacity, as it was-prior to the
outbreak of the war, one rarely sees a
steamer. of any ‘magnitude at a wharf.
"As a consequence of that, the cost of
administration ought to be considerably

Supply.
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less to-day than it was three years ago.
I am not saying anything against the
administrative capacity of the officers of
the Harbour Trust. So far as I know,
they are competent -individuals, and do
their work well; but the fact remains
that the charges for administration have
not decreased in the last twelve months,
but, as a matter of fact, have increased
somewhat, whereas the amount set apart
for wages, &c., is practically on all-fours
with what it was three years ago. I
suppose it will be admitted that the
number of men employed is considerably
less to-day than it was three years ago.
Hon. members will.admit that, where you
employed 4,000 men three years ago for
a specific sum the chances are that you

are only employing 2,000 to-day, because

of the increase in wages. The lump sum
set down for the wages of labourers does
not give an idea whether there has been
an increase or a decrease in the staff.
One is liable to draw the natural deduc-
tion that there has been a decrease in
the working staff, because the wages-
sheet is practically what it was three
years ago. And if there has been a
decrease in the ordinary working staff
one wants to know why the cost of the
administrative staff is as much as it
was then. That is something which
is worthy of the consideration of the
Acting Treasurer. In the case of the
general temporary clerical assistants,
assistant engineers, draftsmen, col-
lectors, and so on, there has been an
increase from 144 last year to 154 this
year. 1 am not in a position to speak,
not having the report of the commis-
sioners before me, but I cannot imagine
that the work of the department has
increased to such a degree in the last
twelve months that it calls for the em-

.ployment of ten additional men in these
.capacities.

It is not that I advoecate a
reduction in the staff unless it is abso-
Tutely necessary, but it seems to me that

this increase in the number of these

officers, and the additional £2,000. set

.down on the estimates, are out of all
-proportion to the quantity of work done

by the trust. These things are incom-

-prehensible to us, because we are hvmg
~under abnormal circumstances.
-would:have thought that the expenditure

One

in this:department-would ;have been reé-
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duced. I do not raise my voice by way
of complaint, but simply to get informa-

tion as to why these ten additional men.

should be employed. at a time like this.
The increase in the superannuation fund
one can heartily subscribe to. But I can-
not understand the logic of the hon.
member for Newcastle, when he proposes
to economise by placing on the pension
list a man who occupies a responsible
position to-day, and putting in his place
another man on the same salary. If it
were a question of furthering the in-
terests of the man on the lower rung of
the ladder, and giving him a push up,
without 'additional expenditure to the
State, one could subscribe to the position.
We make the statutory retiring age 60,
50 as to give men underneath the oppor-
tunity to work up to higher positions.
That is right, but to give a man a pen-
sion of £400—that will have to come out
of the consolidated revenue, or out of a
fund subsidised by the consolidated
revenue-—and put another man in' his
place, is a kind of economy that would
land the State in financial ruin in a very
short space of time. I realise that the
activities of the trust have to go om,
even at a time like this, inasmuch as
the port has to be continually improved;
but the expenditure involved ‘in that
work comes out of loan moneys, and has
nothing to do with the amounts voted
on the estimates. There are several
items of this deseription that might be
explained by the Assistant Treasurer in
order that we may gain some informa-
tion as to whether the revenue which
may be expected from the trust will be
commensurate with the increasing ex-
penditure,

Mr. QUIRK (Rozelle) [5:52]: 1 have
been informed that there are about four-
teen men employed at Jones’ Bay, and
about thirteen men at Miller’s Point. I
am not finding fault with the number of
men employed. I regret that, owing to
the present position of affairs, there is
not a larger number of men employed.
“What T cannot understand is why there
should be so many foremen in these two
sections of the department. I believe
I am correct in saying that about five
are employed at Miller's Point and four
-at Jones’ Bay. Hon. members must
surely realise that it is ‘mot necessary
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to have no less than eight or nine fore-
There is a
handful of bricklayers, another of car-
penters, another of labourers, and so on,
and each handful of workmen is under
the control of a separate foreman. If
the Governmerit is sincere in its expres-
sed desire to reduce expenditure as much
as possible, some effort should have been
made to reduce the expenditure, at all
events, in connection with the clerical
staff. Nobody, I suppose, has the wel-
fare of this country more at heart than
I have, and I fully realise that at the
present time, although the Government
may be short of funds, there are, never-
theless, golden opportunities for the ad-
ministrators of the various departments
to find an outlet for some of the capital
at their command by proceeding with
work which will be of great benefit to
the country in the future. The Harbour
Trust has undertaken the resumption of
certain properties, and I wish to point
out where opportunities exist for it to
carry out developmental works.

The CuamyMan: Order! T ask the hon.
member to keep strictly to the question
before the Committee. The hon. mem-
ber will not be permitted to go into a
general survey of the history and ad-
ministration of the Harbour Trust. I
ask the hon. member not to deal with the
question of resumptions, because 1 can-
not see what relevancy that has to the
particular item mnow before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. QUIRK: With regard to the ex-
tension of works under the Harbour
Trust, I fully realise that to-day the
position is very different from what it
was twelve months ago. We know the
unforeseen circumstances with which
the Harbour. Trust has to deal at the
present time, and it has my sympathy
on that account. I regret that its funds
are in a somewhat depleted state, through
no fault of its own, but owing to the
condition of the money market; but I
should like to get some explanation as
to whether .the -officers controlling the
operations of the Harbour Trust have
been ‘treated in the same way as those on
the general :staff:~ If the staff of workers
has been decreased in number owing to
lack of funds I have no hesitation in

_saying that the same treatment should
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have been meted out to the clerical staff.
I notice that the salary provided for the
harbour master is £750 a year. Perhaps
the Acting Treasurer can inform me if
1 am right in supposing that this gentle-
man is Captain Hildebrand. Whilst he
may be worthy of the position he holds
I wish to point out the difference that
exists between those on the lower rungs
of the ladder and those filling the higher
positions under the Harbour Trust. When
the pruning-knife was being applied to
the bricklayers and other workers why
was it not also applied to those filling
higher positions? 1 trust that in future
every possible endeavour will be made by
the Harbour Trust to carry out exten-
sive improvements of buildings, so as to
provide all the accommodation that is
necessary. Had this been done in the
past I have no hesitation in saying that
the loss of thousands of pounds which
has occurred in connection with wheat
storage on Glebe Island could have been
avoided by having the necessary build-
ings on the foreshores of Rozelle and
Balmain.

[The Chairman left the chair at 6.3 p.m.
Zhe Committee resumed at 7 p.m.]

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON (Cam-
perdown) [7.5]: I notice that increases
are provided for under the head of con-
tingencies for the dredge service amount-
ing to some £7,000 or £8,000, and for
labourers and others and for the main-
tenance of bonded warehouses, wharfs,
and cther properties, &c., amounting to
aupwards of £5,000. On the other hand,
there is a reduction in the amount pro-
vided for rates and taxes payable to the
Board of Water Supply and Sewerage,
and City Council, :and fire insurance
premiums on properties amounting to
£1,200. This is somewhat peculiar, be-
cause the general tendency is for these
charges to increase. I would like to
‘knoiw whether the Government has dis-
vosed of some of its properties or
whether the insurance companies have
teduced their charges. My main reason
for rising is to point out that the Har-
‘bour Trust Department was positively
gtarved last year, and that we .cannot
anticipate any very great improvement
-on -the strength of an increase of £26,000
in the annual vote. Is this increase

-.going to-make all the difference between

[Mr. Quirk.
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the blue-mouldy condition of the service
during the past year and the provision
of proper facilities for shipping and other
purposes during the current year? Can
the Minister say that this small increase
will suffice to meet all the requirements
of the country? I am certain that the
Harbour Trust will require a consider-
ably larger sum to.carry on its services,
and I would like to know whether the
proposed vote represents the total
amount asked for by the trust, or whether
its requirements have been cut down?

Mr. J. C. L. FirzratricK: We are
dealing now only with the administrative
expenditure !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : These
estimates include some items which can-
not be regarded as administrative ex-
penses, as I understand them. One item
provides for the wages of labourers, store-
men, cleaners, chdmmen, “atchmen, and
for the maintenance and working of
bonded warehouses and the model lodgmg-
house, also for the maintenance of wharfs
and other properties, harbour and wharf
lighting, repairs, renewals, and other
confingencies. The cost of renewals
alone must be large, and surely many of
the amounts that will have to be paid out
of this item go beyond mere administra-
tive expenses. Then in connection with
the dredge service, possibly the wages of
the masters and engineers might be
regarded as coming under the head of
administrative expenses, but that could
scarcely apply to the wages to be pro-
vided for firemen, deck-hands; and
labourers, and the cost of stores, coal, and
material. I understood that the trust
required a large sum of money for the
purpose of completing the road round the
water frontage where the gasworks are
at present situated. [Commitlee counted. |
To complete that road the commissioners
would :presumably require a large sum of
money ; but if the Assistant Treasurer
assures me seriously that they do not,
and that they have not made any attempt
to secure money for that purpose, I am
qulte prepared to take the hon. gentle-

man’s word.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : If the hon.
member waits till he sees the Treasurer’s
own estimates he will be able to see
exactly what the Harbour Trust will get.
The bulk of the money expended by the
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trust, apart from administrative costs, is
obtained from loan funds. The trust,
however, is amply provided for this year ;
it has practically all it has asked for.
© Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : I am
pleased to hear that. I look upon the
Harbour Trust as an industry which is
‘about as well managed as it could be at
‘the present time, and asan establishment
‘which is paying a fair return upon the
capital invested ; consequently I take an
interest in its business, and would be
quite prepared to assist the Treasurer in
providing the whole of the amounts
required for its services as well a3 for
purposes of administration.

Mr.J. C. L. FrrzeatricK : I can assure
‘the hon. gentleman that that is so!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : Again,
I think the Committee is entitled to know
how this saving has been effected with
tegard to insurance and rates; If it
has been made without taking undue
Tisks in respect of Government properties
and without affecting in any way the
‘validity of the transactions with the in-
surance companies, the hon. member in
‘charge of the éstimate might be fairly
complimented ; but if, on the other hand,
the saving has been made at the expense
‘of the safety of the  properties insured it
‘would be quite wrong.
. Mr: J. C. L. Frrzrarick : I may inform
the hon. member with regard to that item
that some properties bhave been leased to
‘tenants who have to pay their own insur-
ance charges. Certain old and dilapi-
‘dated properties on which heavy premiums
had to be paid have been remodelled, or

new buildings put up, and the rate is

lower now than it was on the dilapidated
properties, .

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : That
‘accounts for the difference. We know
the value of the work the Harbour Trust
‘Commissioners are doing, and its dredge
'service is of the utmost importance. In
the absence of the hon. member for
Leicbhardt, who is at the present time
‘fighting for the flag, I would ask the
Assistant Treasurer if he can assure me
that the dredge work which was being
carried on in the canal at Leichhardt
‘some eighteen months ago, but was discon-
tinued owing to lack of funds, with great
‘danger to the health of the locality, will

‘be resumed in the near future ; and if the -
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loan estimates Will provide a sufficient
sum, or whether the Présent estimates aré
to enable that work to be completed.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : I undet-
stand that is one of the works with which
the Harbour Trust intends to proceed at
the earliest possible moment !

Mr. Price: But you are not dealing

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick : I know T
am not, but the hon. member asked me a
fair question. Of course he must remembei
that the funds which would be expended
on work of this kind come from loan
sources, but I can tell him without hesita-
tion that the Harbour Trust contemplates
an early if not almost immediate resump-
tion of the work which was discontinued
for lack of funds some time since.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : Then T -
can assure the people of Leichhardt that
it is one of the works which the Harboutr
Trust will undertake in the near future?

Mr, J. C. L. Frrzratrick : Yes,T think
the hon. member can do that !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I would

‘next ask the hon. gentleman to take

into consideration the fact that one at
least of the men appearing in the vote:
which has just been passed for resumed
properties seems to be below the mini-
mum rate of pay fixed by the Arbitration
Court.

Mr. J. C. L. Firzearrick : The hon.
member cannot go back to that, but if he
will send me along a notification of the
particulars of the case I will have it
looked into right away !

Mr.STUART-ROBERTSON'; I thank
the hon. gentleman. Then there is an
item, * Difference between Military and
Civil pay to artisans and others, £11,000.
Less estimated savings on account of
military payments to officers and others.
on active service, £4,000.” Last year the-
net amount was £6,000, while this year
it is £7,000. Is the latter sum made up
by increased increments to officers of the-
department who are away, or is it due to-
the fact that there are a larger numbeér-
of men away since the last estimates?

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzraTrick : That is so !

Mr.STUART-ROBERTSON: I under-
stand that 2 man who goes to the front:
comes in for all increases in increments ¥

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzparrick : That is so.
If an officer is entitled to an increment,
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one, two, or three years after he goes
away, the fact that he is absent from duty
does not debar him from deriving all the
benefits associated with his position in the
gervice !

Mr, STUART-ROBERTSON : Is the
increase of £7,000 due to an increase in
the number of labourers employed, or to
an increase in the increments of officers
already employed ?

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzpaTRICK : It may be
due to both causes. There is an increased
number employed, and there are some
small increases in salaries !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : Does
that also apply to the next item?

Mr. J. C. L. FirzpatrIiCcK : Yes!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : I sin-

. cerely hope that the Minister will be able
to enforce the views he has enunciated in
answer to my questions. Efficient harbour
works are inseparable from the success of
the industries of the country, and are so
necessary to the maintenance of our
position as the sovereign State of Aus-
tralia, that the matter should receive the
most earnest consideration of the Minister.
I have his assurance that the Harbour
Trust is to get the whole of the money
asked for general services. I am satisfied
with that, and with the other information
supplied .to me by the Minister. [Com-
mattee counted. |

Mr. M. BURKE (Belmore)[7.23] : The
number of diraftsmen in 1916-17 was four,
and their salaries were £1,210. This year
the number is three, and the salaries are
£880. The number of clerks in the former

ear was seventeen, and their salaries
£4,741 ; and this year the number is
fifteen, and the salaries amount to £4,299.
I should like to know if those are per-
manent reductions? Another item reads :
¢ Less salary paid from special appropria-
tion as Commissioner, £300.” I do not
understand that. Does that mean that
less work has been carried out by the
trust in view of the reduced amount of
shipping? 1 should like to know what
the estimate is for carrying out harbour
works.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK This item
does not affect construction work such as
wharfs. Funds for that purpose are
voted in the loan estimates !

[Mr. Stuart-Robertson.
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Mr. PRICE (Gloucester) [7.25]: 1 de-
sire to refer to the task imposed upon
employees of preparing two separate
returns in respect of income-tax.

The CHAirMAN: The gemeral adminis-
tration of the department is not now open
to discussion.

Mr. PRICE: I do not dispute your
ruling. It is absolutely correct. It may
save time if the Minister assures me that
he will give personal consideration to cer-
tain matters which I desire to submit for
his consideration. _ _

Mr. J, C. L. Frrzeatrick : I shall con-
sider those matters !

Mr. BROOKFIELD (Sturt) [7.29]:
The pensions provided under the Super-
annuation Act, 1916, were, for the year
1916-17, .£900 this year the estimate is
£6,100. What is the cause of that great
increase

Mr. J. C. L. FirzPATRICK : Under the
pension system men who go out of the
service are entitled to receive the pensions
due to them, The number who have gone
out this year has largely exceeded that of
last year !

Mr. BROOKFIELD : Can the Min-
ister explain in what manner the pensions
have been increased ? _

Mr.J. C. L. FrrzpatrIck : The pensions
have not been increased, but the number
of pensioners has been increased !

Mr. BROOKFIELD : It appears to be
& very large increase.

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzratrIcK : It may be
even greater next year !

Mr. BROOKFIELD: It is a matter
of about six times as much. It is an
unusual increase.

- Mr. J. C. L. F11zPATRICK :
average increase !

Mr. BROOKFIELD : Surely it does
not increase on an average six times as
much every year.

Mr. J.C. L. FITZPATRICK Not neces-
sarily, but there is no law guiding an
increase of that kind !

Mr. BROOKFIELD: Can the Minister
give me more accurate information as to
the reason for the increase?

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : I could not
give any more information just now !

. Mr. PRICE (Gloucester) [7.32]: So
that there may be no misunderstanding I
desire to get a definite answer from the
Minister. Under this vote there is an item

No, it isan
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of £67,000 for the dredge service. Cer-
tain concessions which are given to boiler-
makers and other employees are not given
" to those in other similar branches of the
public service. If the hon. gentleman
will give me his assurance that no distine-
tion will be made between those engaged
in the Harbour Trust Department and
those in other branches of the public ser-
vice I shall have nothing more to say.
Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : Certainly 1
will !
Mr. WRIGHT (Willyama) [7.34]: T

notice that for the dredge service £60,000

was voted last year, while this year it is
proposed to vote £67,000.

. J.C. L FIT?‘PATRICK There are
more men employed !

Mr. WRIGHT : I understood that this
reform Government was sacking wmen;
in fact, I know that it has sacked men
from the Harbour Trust. Does the Min-
ister say that more men have been em-
ployed by the Harbour Trust !

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : I say so!

Vote agreed to.

Stores Supply Depariment.
Proposed vote, £150,000.

Mr,STUART-ROBERTSON (Camper-
down) [7.36]: I notice that under the
heading ¢ Legislative Council and As-
sembly,” there appears an item, ¢ Parlia-
mentary Offices, £850,” while last year
the amount voted was £750. Why is
that increase being made? How much
of that is for the Legislative Assembly
and how much is to be spent on the
House where hon. members opposite put
their disabled political friends?

Mr. J. C. L. FirzrartricK : About
three-fourths is spent on behalf of the
Assembiy, and onefourth on behalf of
the Council !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: If I
move that the amount be cut down by
one-fourth, I shall be able to get at the
expenditure of the Council.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzrarrick : If you cut
down the amount, you will cut down a
corresponding amount in the Assembly !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: That,
no doubt, would be most objectionable
from the standpoint of the hon. member.
Then we have an item, *“His Excellency
the State Governor, £500.” Last year
the amount voted was £600. I suppose
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the decrease is due to the fact that the
duties of the State Governor are being
carried out by the Chief Justice, who is,
probably of a more economical turn of
mind than the Governor. If that is so,
it is a very fine argument in favour of
having an Australianin the position.

The CrairMaN: Order!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : Then
we have an item, “ Immigration and
Tourists’ Bureau, Caves Accommodation
Houses, and Hotel Kosciusko, £850,”
while last year the amount voted was
£600. I have always objected to this ex-
penditure in connection with the Hotel
Kosciusko. That hotel is situated at
such a distance from the ordinary walk of
life that the average man is deprived of
the opportunity of enjoying himself there.
The expenditure on this hotel is incurred
on behalf of the wealthy classes in this
country, who, with perhaps a few mem-
bers of Parliament, are the only persons
who are able to visit this distant place.
A business of this kind should be made
pay for itself, and should not be kept
As
regards the caves, I agree that it is
necessary to maintain them, because they
are useful from a geological point of view,
and are amongst the beauty spots of Aus-
tralia. T protest against this mixing up
of accounts. The accounts of the Legis-
lative Assembly and Legislative Council
are mixed so that we do not know what
is expended upon each, and then in this
item the accounts are again mixed. All
the beauty spots of Australia should be
preserved and treasured for our descend-
ants. It is absurd to put the Tourists
Bureau and the caves accommodation
houses under the one item of £850. If
an hon. member voted to strike out the
£850, he might be voting to strike out
something of benefit to vhe whole State.
I ask the Minister to place this matter be-
fore the Avditor-General, and, if that
official is incapable, let the Minister ask
some public accountant to institute a
proper system of book-keeping, so that we
may know how much is allowed for each
item on the estimates. I notice under the
heading of Colonial Secretary and Min-
ister of Public Health that the Ministerial,
Electoral, and Fisheries Offices are mixed
together. I want to know whether the
item of Fisheries Offices is in connection
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with the trawling industry, or does it re-
fer to the administrative office which is
.maintained for the preservation of the fish
in our estuaries. In any case, why can-
not these items be separated so that we
may know how much is to be spent in
respect of each. With regard to the
Police Department, I notice there-is an
increase of £3,650 over last year’s esti-
mates. I understand that is for furni-
ture.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : It is for
policemen’s clothing supplied by the Stores
Department !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : Is the
increase of £3,650 due to a greater nuni-
ber of uniforms, or to an increased amount
paid to the people who supply clothing to
the police?

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzpatrick : The people
who supply the clothing are the State
Clothing Department ! _

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : We
know that that department makes up the
cloth after the Government purchases it.
‘We koow-also that the cloth, the linings,

and the buttons are purchased from some

manufacturer, and I wishto know whether
the £3,650 represents the difference be-
tween what the cloth could have been
purchased for last year and the price this
year.

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzraTrIick : No; the
more police the more cloth !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : T ask
why there are more police, seeing that the
population of New South Wales is less.

The Caarryax: That has nothing to
do with the item before the Committee.
‘We are not dealing with the number of
police or their efficiency. The hon. mem-
ber knows that the police come under the
Colonial Secretary’s Department. We are
now dealing with the question of stores
supply.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: Then
we come to the itern of Attorney-General
and Justice. I notice in the items,
¢ Prisons ” that the amount is the same
as last year. I presume that shows there
is no increase in the number of people to
be provided for. But the estimates do
not say what the money is for. It may
be for cooking utensils, or for a drawing-
room suite, or for a piano. Of course we
know that in- prisons there are no Persian
carpets, and no linoleum, nothing that is

[Mr. Stuart-Robertson.
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likely to wear out. But year after year.
the estimates say so much for prisons, and
there is no explanation as to what the
money is to be expended for. We who
are elected by the people to find out what
the money is being expended upon are
entitled to know from the Minister to
what purpose every shilling under these
headings is to be applied. My opinion
of the Stores Supply Department is that
a good deal of stuff is badly bought. We
buy locally, when, being large consumers,
we should import for ourselves, and under
this policy we are providing a profit to
feed the local importers, thereby unneces-
sarily taking money out of the pockets of
the taxpayers. In view of the fact that
the taxpayers are already overburdened,
I look to the Minister for an assurance
that he will consider a suggestion that
there should be an inquiry into the whole
of the methods of the Stores Supply De-
partment to ascertain whether or not itis
possible to institute economies and re-
forms. If the Minister will give me the
opportunity, I shall be pleased to attend
before any committee and assist it in the
investigation. Iknow that when dealing
with this estimate I shall not be allowed
to quote instances where certain pieces of
material have been bought at an excessive
price ; but such things are taking place,
and if the Minister will give me the
opportunity I shall be only too glad to
assist in any investigation which would
enable us to find out the methods em-
ployed in the purchase of goods for which
we are paying these large sums. Under
the heading of “ Lands ” the amount pro-
vided for “stores,stationery, and furni-
ture ” is apparently intended to meeb the
requirements of the ¢ Ministerial Depart-
ment, district survey offices, land boards,
Western Lands Board, and Crown lands
So far as the Western Lands
Board is concerned, in my opinion it
should be discontinued.

The CaairMaN: Order! The Com-
mittee has nothing todo with the general
policy of the Western Lands Board, We
are dealing with the question of the supply
of stores.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : Is not
this the position : if we can eliminate this
item for “stores, stationery, and furniture,”
we shall be going a long way towards
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putting the Western Lands Board out of
existence, Of course if you say I am out
of order
The CmairMax: I certainly say the
hon. member is out of order.
* Mr, STUART-ROBERTSON : Then I
shall not pursue that argument. I come
now to the heading, ‘¢ “Public Works,”
which covers “ Public W01ks (Mmlsteual
and sub-departments), Dredge ' Service,
Punts, and Ferries.” The amount to be
appropriated for the supply of “stores,
stationery, and furniture ” for those ser-
vices is £4,000. In regard to punts and
ferries we know that these services are to
be found in various and widely-separated
electorates, But under this method of
presenting the accounts we cannot ascer-
-tain what is being expended on the punt,
say in the Hurstville electorate, or wupon
the punt in the Darling electorate. We
ought to know upon what particular
dredge service or punt the money is to be
spent, and for what purpose it is being
provided. The Committee is entitled to
know how these things are arrived at.
" The position of affairs in regard to “Pab-
lic Instruction ” is even more confusing.
First of all, under that heading T observe
« Ministerial office, high schools, technical
college and museum, £1,5630.” Last year
the amount appropriated was £1,100.
Here is an increase of £400. Surely we
are entitled to know what reason there is
for an increased expenditure under these
headings in the current financial year. It
would appear as if the accounts had been
jumbled up in this extraordinary way for
some purpose not made clear. I do not
suggest an ulterior purpose ; but the Min-
ister might explain the reason for pre-
senting the accounts in this form. The
next item is, “ Farm Home for Boys, Gos-
ford, £500.” I presume this is the placé
to which the little lads go who are sent
away under State control. I have nothing
to say against the methods of that depart—
ment. As items go, £500 is a small
amount, and we can form some idea upon
what the money is to be expended. T
presume it will be expended upon station-
ery, furniture, repairs, and the necessary
renovations and upkeep of the home for
the boys. Whilst this item is clear there
is nothing to indicate the reason for the
incréased expenditure upon the supplies
required for the “ Ministerial office, high
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school, technical college and museum.”
Surely it is'a fair request to make to the
Minister that we should be told what
proportion of the amount to be appro-
priated is to be expended upon each of
those services, and if the Minister cannot
supply the information now will he give
us an assurance that he will remodel his
department and institute reform ? In re-
gard to the £6,500 for the State Chil-
dren Relief Department, the money is to
be applied to the purposes of that depart-
ment and no other. In regard to the £50
for the Conservatorium of Music, I am
entitled to ask whether it is for renova-
tions, furniture, or what. The whole of
these items are jumbled up in such a con:
fusing manner that in the absence of any
explanation from the Minister it is utterly
impossible for hon. members to ascertain
exactly for what purpose the money is to
be allocated. Tf the Minister is unable
to furnish the explanation then itis all
the more reason why the estimates should
be referred back to the department for
the information to be made -available.
we have
the item, ¢ Ministerial Office, Laboratories
£700,” an increase of £50, In that case
we know what the money is spent upon.
After the item “Stock and Brands, £700,”
we have  Botanic Gardens; &c., £1,000”
—the same as for last year—and “ Gover-
nor’s residences, ¢ Hillview’ and ¢ Cran-
brook,” £15,” which is £25 less than was
provided last year. Under ¢‘ Labour and
Industry” we have ¢“Conveyance of
Stores, £3,000,” an increase of £500 for
this year as compared with last year.
Isthata charge for petrol or for horsefeed,
or is the increased amount to be paid to
a contractor who has the privilege of
enjoying the Government’s patronage as
regards the conveyance of stores? Then
there is the item “Packing and other
expenses, £600.” We know, of course,
that something must be paid for packing ;
but the entry “other expenses,” is very
much like the form of book-keeping
adopted by a young bride who put
down

The Cuairmax : Order! I ask the hon,
member to keep to the items before the
Chair. If the hon. member has exhausted

his arguments, T must réquest him to
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resume his seat. I cannot allow him to
convert the proceedings into something
like a farce.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : I think
the Chairman will admit that I bave kept
very closely to the various items, and this
is the only time I have trangressed. Then
we have the item “ Temporary Assistance
—Clerical and General, £4,000”; the
amount provided last year was £3,500.
What is the increase of £500 for? To
whom is the money to be paid? Among
the remaining items we have ¢ Cost of
Directories for all Departments, £130.”
In this instance we know what the money
isto be paid for. In the caseof the Navi-
gation Department, we know what the
£200 mentioned on this estimate is to be
spent upon because the item is set out
here in detail. 1If that can be done in
this instance, why not in others? The
whole of these estimates, I submit, should
be referred back to the departmental
officers, who should be asked to exercise
their ability in order that a comprehensive
statement may be placed before hon.
members, even if it had to be. written
upon fifty pages.
elected by the people of the country to see
that the public funds are properly ex-
pended, and we are entitled to know
exactly what that money is expended
upon. I protest against this jumbling up
of accounts.

Mr. PRICE (Gloucester) [8.5]: The
whole of this estimate shows that a bad
system of keeping accounts is in operation.
‘When I protested against thisat the time
& previous Government was in power, we
were promised that the system then in
vogue should be altered, but it has not
been altered yet. One of the promises
made to the electors by members of the
present Government at the last election
was to bring about reform. With the
system of accounts under which these
items are presented to us, it is impossible
to properly understand the details of this
expenditure. For instance, take the in-
specting branch under this department.
The cost of this inspecting branch is set
down at £1,635. This branch is abso-
lutely unnecessary, because the work it
does is merely a duplication of work per-
formed by the Auditor-General’s Depart-
ment, upon which we spend about £23,000
a year and by other departments, Is this

[Mr. Stuart-Robertson.
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the reform which we were promised by
members of the present Government?

The CualrMAN: Order! We are not
dealing now with the question of reform
generally. If the hon. member can make
his arguments relevant to the item of the
Stores Department, I am perfectly willing
to listen to him; but I ask the hon.
gentleman not to indulge in a general dis-
sertation on the promises of reform made
by the Government. The hon. member
can see that that would lead us into &
very wide field indeed.

Mr. PRICE : I merely desire to point
out that this inspecting branch is abso-
lutely unnecessary. I am not going to be
a party to throwing away £1,635 of the
public money. I ask the Minister at the
earliest possible moment to introduce &
common-sense book-keeping system, Time
after time we have been promised reform
in respect to the way in which the
accounts of the departments are presented,
and the Assistant Treasurer, when in
opposition, was one of the foremost in
urging the necessity of thischange. There
is no necessity for this vote of £1,635,
because the work here provided for is
performed by other departments.

The CuaigMAN : Order ! The hon,
member has used that argument five or
six times already, and I must ask him not
to repeat it. It is my duty to see tha
there is no undue repetition in debate.

Mr. PRICE : These items, instead of
being lumped together in the Stores
Department should be charged against the -
different services to which they relate.
‘What is the reason of this? It is done
to bamboozle Ministers, so that they may
become the tools of the officials of the
different departments.

The CHarMAN: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to confine himself to the
items before the Committee.

Mr. PRICE : Items have been allowed
to creep in here which are improperly
charged to the Stores Supply Department.
This departmeunt is only the medium
through which the stores required for
other departments are handled, and the
various charges should be debited to the
departments for which they are really
incurred. TItems are charged against the
Stores Supply Department which should
be charged against the expenses of the
various departments,
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--The CaarrMAN: Order! I will not
permit the hon. member to go over that
argument again and again. He has used
it in: almost the same words at least four
times,

Mr. PRICE : My point is that a re-
form should be brought about in the
method of keeping the accounts, as pro-
mised by this and previous Governments.
An endeavour should be made to present
the accounts so that hon, members may
clearly understand them. The method
now adopted is wrong, and I hope that
the Minister will take into consideration
the desirability-of presenting his accounts
in a businesslike way. '

Mr. DAVIES (Wollongong) [8.17]: I
notice that there is an item of £500 set
down for his Excellency the State
Governor. Seeing that we have no State
Governor, and I hope we shall not have
one '

" The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. DAVIES: I do not see the neces-
sity for placing this amount on the esti-
mates seeing that we have no State
Governor. 1 notice that the vote for the
“Caves Accommodation Houses and Hotel
Kosciusko” has been increased from £600
to £850. When the Assistant Treasurer
was making his financial statement he
laid it down as a principle that every
State concern should pay its way, and 1f
he is going to pursue that policy it should
not be necessary to provide for an increase
in the vote for the Hotel Kosciusko, which
is patronised by rich people and parasites
on society. . The amount set down for the
StateChildren Relief Department, £6,500,
is the same as was provided for last year.
T contend that this amount should be in-
creased, because there has been a large
increase in the cost of living, and those
who have to keep children

The CHAIRMAN: I do not see how the
hon. member’s present observations are
relevant. We are now dealing with the
Stores Supply Department and the hon.
member is evidently under the impression
that it is open to him to discuss the State
Children Relief Department generally,
which comes under another set of esti-
mates altogether. We are now dealing
with the item of £150,000 for the supply
of stores required by the various. depart-
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ments, and it is only on the question of
stores that the hon. member can address
the Committee. .

Mr. DAVIES: I contend that this
amount at any rate should have been in-
creased for the reasons I have stated,
and if T cannot speak upon it now J will.
refer to it at a later opportunity.

Mr. SIMON HICKEY (Alexandria)
[8.21]: I wish to draw the Minister’s
attention to the amount allotted for
stores to the Immigration and Tourist
Bureau. As I have previously observed,
this is a department of State activity
which could be well curtailed. We have
not to cope now with outside tourists,
but only with owr own people; and
though the business is now limited to
within State bounds, the expenditure is
creeping up all the time. I notice that
applies also to the stores. I would invite
the Minister to consider whether some of
these amounts should not be curtailed at
the present time. Certainly the increase
is only £250 ; but it is quite possible that
the £600 on the former estimates was too
much, and if so, I take it there is no
warrant for a further addition even of
£250. v .

Then the sum of £600 is set down in
respect of ¢ blankets for deserving poor.”
I maintain that is a legitimate” charge
against the Colonial Secretary’s Depart-
ment. It is not a proper charge against
the Stores Department, because once an
amount is spent on these articles and
?y are distributed the asset entirely
disappears, and can no longer be classed
as stores. [ would also remind the Min-
ister that although the expenditure of
£600 or £800 in-providing blankets for
deserving poor is very proper, and much
good can be done in that direction, still T
think, if the hon. gentleman were to in-
quire from the Railway Commissioners he
would find that every year a number of
those really first-class blankets used on

- the railways become—not worn out, but

simply insufficiently good for sleeping car
purposes. If the Minister looked into the
matter no doubt he would find he could
make a keen deal with the Railway Com-
missioners for those blankets, and have
them allotted in the direction indicated ;
in which case he would probably save the
£600 which is now spent in blankets, or
at any rate he could do more than the
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already considerable amount of good he
is doing in- endeavouring to provide
warmth for poor people who would other-
wise lack in the winter time.

I notice also an item of £200 for stores
for the Weights and Measures Depart-
ment. I presume that is for scales or
equipment to carry on its work.

Mr. J. C. L. FiTzZPATRICK : A new Act
has come into force recently, and of course
it is necessary to equip the department
accordingly !

Mr. SIMON HICKEY: The hon,
member is quite correct, but there is one
item of expenditure which is still neces-
sary in order to thoroughly equip the
Weights and Measures Office. Of late
years leather has been sold by weight in-
stead of by measurement weight.

. The CrairMAN : Order! The adminis-
tration of the ‘Weights and Measures
Office does not come under the Stores
Supply Department, as the hon. member
will see ; it comes under another depart-
ment altogether. The Committee is only
dealing now with the question of stores
supply.

"~ Mr. SIMON HICKEY : I do not pro-
pose to discuss the administration of the
Weights and Measures Office, and if you
will allow me, I will try to show what is
my intention. I was going to say that I
believed this £200 was really not sufficient
at such a time as the present, because of
late years leather has been sold by weight
instead of by measurement, and the
machinery necessary to test the measure-
ments stated by the purveyors of leather
costs about £100. I do not know if that is
included here —1I rather think not; but T
should think that in order to provide
efficient stores equipment for this office it
will be necessary to spend more than £200,

‘Mr. WALKER (Hawkesbury) [8.26] :
‘With regard to the item of £4,000, which
includes ferry punts, will the Assistant
Treasurer say whether provision has been
made for engines for punts crossing the
Hawkesbury River. The river at Wise-
man’s Ferry is about 500 yards wide, and

at present the punt there is worked by’

manual labour. I would like to know
whether, in the item of £4,000, any pro-
vision for engine-power is made?

Mr. J. C. L. Firzpatrick : No. This
is for expenditure chiefly in connection

[Mr. 8itmon Hickey.
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with the dredge service. Punts and fer-
ries are certainly mentioned, but the pro-:
vision made is only for their equipmens ! -

Mr. WALKER: It would be equip-
ment if an engine were provided. Per-
baps the Minister will say that under the
Local Government Act the shire councils
ought to find the money.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzpatrick : We will
give you gas-engines as soon as we can !

Mr. WALKER : Engines are wanted,
and it is time they were provided, in order
to enable passengers to cross the river in
anything like decent.time. The hon.
member for Camden had to get across the
other day, and it took him about half-an-
hour. The sooner the sweating business
of having these punts worked by men
is done away with the better. At Tom
Ugly's Point and other places within
metropolitan electorates, steam punts are
provided, but over the Hawkesbury River
that provision has been neglected, and an
improved means of crossing is very desir-
able. o

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : It will be
provided at the earliest possible moment !

Mr. McKELL (Redfern) [8.28]: There
ig one item under the Stores Supply De-
partment, which I think is worthy of
special mention, namely, “blankets for
deserving poor.,” The snm provided for
the ensuing year is £600. I am exceed-
ingly sorry thée Treasurer has not seen
fit to increase that amount, because I
believe times during the next twelve
months will be considerably worse than
during the last. The estimate for last
year was absolutely insufficient, and it is
therefore reasonable to expect that the
current year’s estimate will prove insuffi-
clent in a still greater degree.

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzraTricK : 1 can tell
the hon. member that thé utmost care is
exercised in meeting all requirements,
and if the sum set down is not adequate
we will draw upon the advance account
for the purpose of meeting obligations !

Mr: McKELL: Had I known that a
week ago, I would have been able to get
blankets in a very deserving case. If the
Assistant Treasurer represented a con-
stituency such as mine he would soon
realise that the estmate is abselutely in-
safficient. An instance occurred only a
week ago, when an old woman made appli-
cation to the department for blankets.
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The police were asked for the usual report,
and they recommended that two blankets
be issued.

The CuHaiRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot go into that now. He
might have dealt with that matter on the
estimates before the Colonial Secretary’s
Department.

Mr. McKELL: T am exceedingly sorry
that the amount has not been increased,
because during the ensuing twelve
months we shall want more than we re-
quired last year.

Mr. WRIGHT (Willyama) [8.32]:
The vote for the Forestry Department
has gone up from £400 to £600. I should
fike to know the reason for the increase.

Mr. J. C. L. FirzraTRIGK : Because of
increased activity on the part of the
Forestry branch. They are going to
make it a paying proposition now!

Mr. WRIGHT: I take exception to
the item, “Conservatorium of Music,
£50.” There was a previous vote for
that department, and the amounts ought
to be bracketed together to show the
whole vote for the institution. It seems
to me that this Government is. being
run by long-haired men and short-haired
women.,

Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [8.86]:
I notice that whereas the amount set
down for the Inspecting Branch was
£1,662 last year, this year the amount
is £1,635. Is this really a duplication
of salaries of inspectors? i

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: No; these
are inspectors of goods, not of accounts!

Mr. GARDINER: I am glad to hear
that it is not a duplication. Although
I recognise I may be trespassing on the
ruling of the Chair, I must say that this
affords another reason why we should
have the Auditor-General’s report

The CuamrMasx: The hon. member
knows well that he is transgressing the
ruling T have given.

Mr. GARDINER: I do recognise that,
but if we had had that report

The Cuamman: If the hon. member
persists in defying my ruling I shall
have to order him to discontinue speak-
ing.

Mr. GARDINER: Very well; T shall
not pursue that line of argument. I
notice that the item for stores for his
Excellency the State Governor is reduced
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from £600 to £500. While that is a re-
duction, it has to be remembered that
we have not a Governor just now, and
may be shall not have one. Therefore I
do not know why the item is in the esti-
mates. In any case we should have the
details of the item. The Committee is
entitled to know what that money is for.

Mr. J. C. L. F1rzrATRICK : Stores, sta-
tionery, furniture. Do you want to
know the number of kitchen chairs?

Mr. GARDINER: The next item is,
“Premier’s and TExecutive Counecil
Offices.” The amount last year was £300;
this year it is £400. While we are on the
subject of economy, either the price of
kitchen chairs and jam has enormously
increased or the Governor is becoming
more extravagant. Is the increase from
£300 to £400 due to an increase in the
amount of stores consumed or in the price
of stores? When we were discussing the
Premier’s Department we saw that the
general vote was growing, and now we
see 1t 1s growing in regard to stores.
Then take “Immigration and Tourists’
Bureau, Caves Accommodation Houses,
and Hotel Kosciusko.” Last year that
vote was £600; now it is £850. Where-
ever there is provision for luxury the
expenses have gone up. The taxpayer
is called upon to pay something extra if
it is a luxury, and has to do with other
than the poor unfortunate working-man.
In the Navigation Department the allow-
ance has increased from £2,000 to £2,300.
If that extra £300 is for the provision
of uniforms for the boatmen, sailors,
firemen, and hands on the pilot steamers,
signalmen, and others, T take no excep-
tion to it, because they have been
applying for them for a number of
years. If the increased expenditure is
for the purpose of catering for the
tastes of heads of departments who want
better chairs or tables, or more espensive
carpets on the floors, then I am opposed
to it. In almost every case there is an
increased amount for the supply of
stores to departments. At a time like
this that ought not to be necessary, and
I have a particular objection to increas-
ing the expenditure for the purpose of
providing luxuries at the present timé.
Any increase to relieve those public ser-
vants who are not getting sufficient to
enable them to live up to the common
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standard of civilisation I have no objec-
tion to, but I do object to increases for
the provision of luxuries for those in
high places.

Vote agreed to.

Miscellaneous Services.

Proposed vote, £596,796.

Mr. J. STOREY (Balmain) [8.43]:
I notice that last year the sum of £30,000
was voted to supplement pensions
granted by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to totally and partially incapaci-
tated members of the military and naval
forces, while this year the item dis-
appears. 1 want to know why the Gov-
ernment has decided to discontinue these
pension allowances. I am not complain-
ing about the item disappearing if there
is any special reason for it.

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzraTrick : It was the
original intention of the State Govern-
ment to supplement the pensions paid
to incapacitated soldiers by contributing
10s. per week to each man, making the
pension £2 per week. In consequence
of this proposition having originated
from the State Government, the Federal
Government ultimately came to the
rescue. I understand that it has decided
that it will pay £2 a week, and make it
apply to all soldiers in the various States,
instead of allowing one State—the only
State that really proposed to make such
payment—ito differentiate between the
soldiers of New South Wales and the
soldiers of the other States!

Mr. J. STOREY: I am thankful for
the explanation, but I am afraid that it
is not gquite in accord with a state-
ment by the head of the Government
which appears in Hansard. A very
strong declaration was made during the
recent election campaign on this point,
and if the soldiers are not going to
receive the money, I regret it' very
much. I remember stating at the time
that I did not think the State Govern-
ment would be permitted to make such
a payment as this, as that was rightfully
the function of the Federal Government;
that if the State did make this payment
quarrelling would take place in the other
States because the soldiers in those States
were not getting the same amount, and
as a consequence the payment would
have to be discontinued here.

[(Mr. Gardiner.
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ing that statement I was told I was
striking a discordant note, which some-
what savoured of disloyalty. The item
has disappeared. I predicted it would,
and it is regrettable that the incapaci-
tated soldier cannot get from the Federal
Government the pension he thought he
would get from the State Government.

Mr. LatiMer: Does the hon. member
say that the Federal Government is not
paying this £2 a week?

Mr, J. STOREY: I say that the sol-
diers are mnot getting this £2 a week,
though in many cases they are getting
more. 1 understand that an ineapaci-
tated soldier gets 30s. a week, his wife -
20s. per week, and each of his children
5s. per week, and that in many cases
£3 or £4 a week is received. 1 am rais-
ing no objection to that, but I am point-
ing out that the fact that this item
disappears from the estimates will result
in the returned incapacitated soldier not
getting that which we thought he would
get in accordance with the solemn de-
claration made by Mr. Holman.

There is another item, “Norton Grif-
fiths & Co.—compensation in connection
with termination or cancellation of por-
tion of agreement, £116,728.” That is to be
paid for the purpose of getting rid of the
Norton Griffiths contract, and it is one
of the items which I might almost be
justified in moving the omission of. The
Secretary for Public Works explained
to the House that the cancellation of
this contract had saved the State
£750,000, and that statement was re-
peated by the Acting Premier; but we
have not had one scintilla of informa-
tion given to us to show in what way
the cancellation of this contract has been

justified. I ask hon. members whether

we ought to sanction such a large ex-
penditure without having some valid
reason given for it. We have got into
a lackadaisical fashion, which is dan-
gerous, of permitting large payments
such as these to be made, forgetful of
the fact that we are entrusted by the
people to watch their interests in these
matters. If a mere statement by the
Minister that we are saving £750,000 is
not supported, we ought not to be asked-
to sanction the payment of this large
sum of money. The Government might
reasonably tell the House in plain Eng-
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- lish. the. reasons- which -justified it in.

cancelling the contract. Obviously we
are: entitled to have the information.
Hon. members who sanction this sort of
thing will have it brought up against
them. sooner or later. The public will
not" allow. it to go on with impunity.

It. has a right to know, and we have -
And this ‘is only a:

a. right to know.
part of the total amount. It is not the
final payment for getting rid of Norton
Griffiths. & Co. The total sum approxi-
mates to nearly half a million. I do not
expect.the Acting Treasurer will be able
to give ‘the information, because he is
only a party to the transaction in so far
as he is Acting Treasurer.
belongs to the Minister for Public
Works. He probably told the Govern-
ment why he considered the contract
should be cancelled, and this large sum
of money given to cancel the contract.
The Minister might in two minutes
satisfy hon. members as to why it was
done. In days gone by I have asked
why the contract was cancelled, and if
there was anything other than policy be-
hind' the matter, and the answer given
by the Acting Premier was that he had
saved the State £750,000; and the Min-
ister for -Public Works agreed with him.
We have had no informuation as to why
it has - been done except that the Gov-
ernment was against the scheme as a
matter of policy. It was against Norton
Griffiths & Co. having the work of ‘the
Public Works Department under- their
control. The Government was justified
in. being opposed to it. But when a
statement is made that a saving is to

be effected, and that has not been shown.

to the country and the House, I am jus-
tified in protesting against the payment
of such.a large sum. 1 am not taking
objection for the purpose merely of say-
ing that I am opposed ‘to the item. Why
I am raising an objection is that this
is only a fourth of the amount that is
to be paid, and there is no explanation
forthcoming, apart. from the question of
policy, as to why we should give Norton
Grifiths. & Co. £500,000 for the can-

cellation. of a. comtract.in connection

with work they had undertaken to. carry
out.

Mr. EDDEN (Kahibah) [8.52] : I must.

gay that I agree with the leader of the
2y
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Opposition’ on this important question:
I.am not able to go into details, but ¥
have some recollection of the beginning
of the Norton Griffiths contract which
circumstances do not permit me to state
here. The moderate remarks of the
leader of the Opposition call for an an--
swer from the Government as to why
the contract has been cancelled, and why.
this money has to be.paid. When the:
contract, was entered into,. many hon.
members who are now on the Oppositiorn
side of the House were on the Govern-
ment side. The leader of the Opposi-
tion and 1 were in another place, and-
heard. this iatter discussed and redis-
cussed. I have never-set myself up as.a
financial. expert. I have put a lot of’
trust in people, honestly believing they-
were doing the best they could for the-

community. But after listening to the-

temperate remarks of the leader of the:
Opposition, I think the House and the-
country are entitled to some explanation .
as to why the contract has been can-
celled, and why this money has to be -
paid. I. understand from the remarks -
of the leader of the Opposition that
this amount is practically a fleabite come-
pared with what will have to be paid .
later on. I have no recollection of any
explanation on the part of the Govern-
ment ag to why the contract should be -
cancelled, and why Norton Griffiths &=
Co. should be paid these enormouy-
amounts of money. There ought to be-
some explanation. The country wants to-
know it, and: T want to know it. I am as-
ignorant as the man in the street. with.
regard  to the whole business, except up-
to a. certainm point. From the commence-
ment I could never see why Norton Grif-
fiths & Co. should be brought in to carry
out our public-works, nor why this coun-
try should be compelled to lean on

. Norton Griffiths & Co. as if they were a-

cruteh, seeing ‘that the Government had
the British money market to go to, and
its own officers in the Works Depart-
ment to carry out public works. If they
were not able to carry- them out 'they
should have been.got rid of. That is.
what I argued in days gone by. I agree.
with the leader of the Opposition that:
there should be -some explanation as te
why these vast sums" of money have to-
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be paid; and it must be remembered that
the money has to come out of the tax-
payers’ pockets.

_Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR (Yass) [8.58]:
The least the Acting Treasurer might
have done was to go through the items
seriatim, and give the Committee an ex-
planation with regard to each one. I
notice in connection with the item, “In.
terest on moneys in the temporary pos-
session of the Government,” the amount
has been increased from £155,000 to
£167,000. That-is an increase of £12,000
in interest accruing to the Government.
Then we come to the startling item, “In-
terest on advances by banks,” which has
been increased from £50,000 for 1917 to
£130,000 for 1918. There is no mention
as to the banks from which the Govern-
ment has borrowed the money, nor of the
rate of interest paid. We do. not know
whether the interest is to be paid to
banks or other institutions or private
persons. We do not know whether the
Government is paying 15 per cent. to the
Mont de Piéts, or where it is getting the
money from. Some explanation is re-
quired in regard to this item. In the first
place it looks to me like bad finance. Here
we have interest to the tune of £167,000
upon money temporarily in the hands of
‘the Government. That means there must
be a huge sum lying idle upon which
:interest has to be paid, and in the ab-
:sence of any explanation it would ap-
pear that the Government has borrowed

-an equal, possibly a larger, amount from -

the banks upon which it is paying a
_greater rate of interest. Whilst I re-
cognise that the money temporarily held
“by the Government cannot be used for
~the same purposes as money borrowed
-from the banks, it seems to me that it
-ought to be possible to make some better
arrangement with the  institutions to
‘whom the Government is paying £130,000
in interest upon advances, under which
the money held at temporary call can
be placed against the overdraft with the
.object of balancing the interest pay-
aments.

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzeaTrickK: The hon.
-member does not imagine that the Trea-
sury does not know that—the A B C of
finance! |

My, J. J. G. McGIRR: The Treasury
ymay or may not know it. The point un-

[Mr. Edden.
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explained is that there is an increase of
£80,000 in the amount of interest pay-
able to financial institutions in respect
of advances.

Mr. J. O. L. Firzeatrick : Is there not
a general increase in interest charges?

-Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: Has the in-
terest risen from £50,000 to £130,000 on
a fixed advance? If so, it would appear
that the Government is paying two and
a half times as much interest this year
as it paid last year. But I take it the
amount of the overdraft is greater, and
that the increase is not all represented
by an increase in the interest rate.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick : The interest
is higher and the amount involved is
higher! .

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: That being the
case we should be told what is the dif-
ference in the rate of interest paid by
the Government on the amount at cur-
rent call, and the interest paid to the
financial institutions on the overdrafts.
Is it 1 or 2 per cent. or more? We
have no explanation on that matter. If
the Government has £500,000 lying idle
in its hands at current call for which it
only gets 3 per cent., and at the same
time it is paying 8 per cent. on £600,000 -
or £700,000 advanced by the financial
institutions, it would on the face of it
be bad finance.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick : It would be
if we did it! _

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: I do not say
that this is what the Government 1is
doing. I only ask for an explanation of
the increased interest payments. It is
a fair and reasonable question to put.
The next item which demands attention
is the proposed payment to Norton Grif-
fiths & Co. in connection with the
cancellation of their contract. This is a
scandalous method of relieving the coun-
try of one of the greatest curses it has
ever suffered. The general public was
at the outset opposed to this contract
being entered into. It was introduced
by the Labour Government, and though
many members of the party condemned
it, the fact remains that they voted for
it. Personally, I did not vote for it. I
condemned the scheme when it came
before Parliament, and on every possible
occasion I stood out against the scheme
from the first day it was inaugurated,
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and I pointed out to Mr. Griffith, who
was responsible for submitting it, that
it was either corrupt or it was bad
finance. If a private firm of contractors
could borrow money where the Govern-
ment of New South Wales with all the
resources of the ¢ountry behind it could
not borrow, then it was very evident
either that the country was in a bad
state or that the Treasurer did not know
his business. When che contract was
"entered into Money was cheaper and more
plentiful than ever it was before. We
were led to believe that Norton Griffiths
& Co. was a huge concern with plant
assembled in other parts of the world
which could be brought here in order to
expeditiolisly carry out certain - public
work:. The reason advanced by Mr.
Holman for entering into the contract
at a time when money was plentiful was
that there would be a shortage if the war
continued, and that it would be neces-
sary to obtain £10,000,000 through the
“agency of the company to maintain our
public works. That was the statement
advanced to justify the present to Nor-
ton Griffiths & Co. of £500,000. We used
the same argument to Mr. Holman. We
said that if bad times did come owing
to the war, and if Norton Griffiths & Co.
could go upon the British money market
and borrow ten millions, surely it would
be possible for the Government of New
- South Wales to borrow on equally advan-
tageous terms without giving Norton
Griffiths & Co. 5 per cent. in addition to
the usual interest charged. But we were
inet with the reply that certain arrange-
ments had been entered into by Norton
Griffiths & Co. with certain banking in-
stitutions under which £2,000,000 would
be found annually until the £10,000,000
had Leen cut out. If that had been the
case there would have been some justifi-
cation, possibly, for "entering into the
contract. But what was our experience?
The moment the money market tight-
ened, the moment the Government got
into straitened ecircumstances, Norton
Griffiths & Co. also got into straitened
circumstances, because they were only
using the name of the Government to
enable them to borrow. What happened ?
Notwithstanding the fact that the New
South Wales Government could not bor-

row money, and that Norton Griffiths & .
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Co. were practically unable to borrow
becavse they could not make use of the
name of the Government, we find the
National Government stepping in and
compensating the company with £300,000
of the people’s money. If only the Goy-
ernment had waited for a little while
Norton Griffiths & Co. would have been
in such a position that they could not
have carried out their contract, . seeing
that they were no longer able to borrow
money, and under those circumstances
there would have been no necessity - to
pay them compensation for the cancella-
tion of the contract. . If there is any
incident to which suspicion attaches it
is this payment of compensation for the
canceliation of the contract. Norton
Griffiths & Co. had no money. They
were not the financial institution Mr.
Holman and Mr. Griffith led us to be-
lieve. The company was merely a local
organisation of eight men, each of whom
contributed £1. . The company bought.
its office furniture and stamps -with
inoney provided by the New South

- Wales Government, and it never put one-

penny of its own money into the ven-
ture; in fact, the company never found.
Norton Griffiths &
Co., acting in conjunction with Niveson.
& Co., borrowed from the banks. Nive-
son & Co. got 1% per cent., and Norton
Griffiths & Co. 5 per cent. They bor-
rowed in the name of the New South
Wales Government; and as soon as the

-name of the Government became bad, as
it is to-day across the water, and was

1o longer a useful asset, and as soon as
it was found that the money market was
tight, Norton Griffiths & Co. should have-
compensated the Government to the ex--
tent of £500,000-—at least, they should.
have handed back every penny of com-
mission which they had drawn from the-
Government, because Norton Grifliths &

Co. were “up against it,” and could not

have found the money to carry out the-
works - for which they had contracted..
Furthermore, they did not even find the
money necessary to finish the works
which they were constructing in this
country. Like Niveson & Co., Norton
Griffiths & Co. borrowed money, or,
rather, had a loan underwritten, in the

name of the New South Wales Govern-

ment. - Although they constructed rail-
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“YWays in this -country, they brought
néither machinery nor workmen to this
country—they picked up a few men and
‘put them as bosses over the Public
\Works Department’s men, and they re-
ceived between £300,000 and £400,000 at
the date of the cancellation of the con-
tract. When it became impossible for
“them as brokers to obtain money on the
London money market, why did this
‘Government give Norton Griffiths & Co.
~£350,000 without bringing the matter
“before the House and without consulting
any member of the community? I ask
“hon. members to consider that phase of
“the question. The contract itself was
-smellful in_the first instance; I said so
-in this House. It was a serious thing to
pledge “the credit of 'the country to a
-private body of men; it is worse still for
“the Government to compensate Norton
~Qrifiths & Co. when Norton Griffiths &
~Co. should have been compelled to pay
the Government compensation for not
fulfilling their contract. To-night we are
.asked to vote £116,000 of this compen-
‘sation money without being given any
explanation. "We know that the con-
tract was practically broken by Norton
“@riffiths & Co.

Mr. J. C. L. FiTzpATRICK :

way ?

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: By the fact
“that they could not raise any more money
~in England.

Myr. J. C. L. Frrzeatriok: The hon.
‘member has stated what is absolutely
“incorrect. Up to date they carried out

their contract to borrow money!

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: Yes, up to
date.

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzeaTrick : You cannot
-cook your hare until you catch it!

Mr. J. J. G. MuGIRR: Exactly. “Up
“to date” anybody could have borrowed
money in London in the name of the
New, South Wales Government. But
“up to date” makes all the difference in
-the ‘world, because it is a well-known
“fact that the British Government will
not allow any private firm to take money

out of Great Britain to invest in other
- countries.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK:
" and see next November!

Mr.J. J. G. McGIRR: The hon. mem-
-ber .may have some. information. A

[Mr.J.J. G. McGrr,
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separate arrangement -may “have ‘Been
made since. I do not say that: somethmg
could mnot have been done :in ~Great

‘Britain, but I say.that Norton Griffiths

& Co. had not made arrangements -with

“the British Government—that they.had

not prepared for 'a tightness in the
money market in the future. Further-
more, I say that Norton Griffiths:&.Co.
at no stage in their life could haveibor-
rowed £1,000,000 without the backing :of
the New South Wales Government,. and
the moment it became mnecessary ~faor
Norton Griffiths & Co. to go on the Lon-
don money market and test it, they knew
that they were doomed to failure. “They
knew that money could not be raised and
sent out of the.country in the name 6f a
private firm. At that moment Norton
Griffiths & Co. were practically dead-
heads in this country. An agitation was
begun for the cancellation of -their con-
tract, which agitation no doubt was in-
spired by Norton Griffiths & Co. or by
people. interested in that firm. One of
the black marks against the Labour Gov-

“ernment is the introduction of the Nor-

ton Griffiths scheme. I said so ‘when 'Y
was a member of the Labour party; I

.repeat, it now. It was something to ‘the

shame and dlsgmce of the Labour party
that they called in a private company:to
carry out work which they themselves
were pledged to carry out, and that they

~asked a private company to borrow

money where the Government could not.
For Ministers who perpetrated that trick
upon another party in this House .to

“turn round now and compensate Norton

Griffiths & Co. to ‘the extent of £350,000
is beyond the imagination of -any.sane
financier in this country. I contend that
this is a question in regard to which the
House should have the whole of *the
papers laid before it. All the dealings
in connection with the cancellation of
this contract should be placed before-us.
We should have every cable and every
other message that passed between the
To my mind, this is notmerely
a matter; of paying -£350,000 compensa-
tion. That is bad enough; but what -of
the great expense of works carried out
by Norton Griffiths & Co. and paid-for

“by the Government—what of thermoney

which Norton Griffiths & Co. have re-

.ceived from the Government,.and what
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:of their obligation for breach of contract
which would eventually have had ‘to-go
-against them? These are all extras ns
well as the compensation paid by ‘the
-Government. I ask the .Acting Trea-
surer to take into -his serious considera-
tion ‘the necessity of looking into this
matter. The Government, after all is
.said and done, is only the custodian of
the people’s money. A Government that
will turn round and give £350,000 of the
eople’s money to a small body of con-
tractors who have already been thriving
and fattening on the -people’s money is
as bad as a young fellow who will go to
the racecourse and back horses with his
"boss’s money which he has taken out of
.the till.

.Mr. J. C. L. Frrzpatrick: The differ-
vence is that we are getting something
for this, but he would not get anything
rexcept three years’ imprisonment!

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: If the hon. mem-
“ber can show me where we have received
anything for this £350,000 I shall be
satisfied to stand up for the cancella-
tion of this contract. Personally I am
pleased to know "that the contract was
cancelled, but to give £350,000 of the
people’s money for its cancellation when
the firm concerned was -practically de-
funet, and could not have borrowed any
more money, is a matter that requires
‘some explanation from someone. We
know .the history of the Norton Griffiths
‘scheme from start to finish. Two men
named Mayoh came to ‘this country with
the scheme. They hung about this
.House for twelve months. We threw the
‘scheme out on the voices on one ‘occa-
sion. Those men mnever left the coun-
try but stayed here in close consultation
with Mr. Arthur Griffith, who was then
Minister for Public Works. Eventually
a certain member of the House, we know,
was in close negotiation ~with .Norton
Griffiths & ‘Co. Furthermore “we know
that the present Premier, who had-voted
.against the scheme, became a con-
vert to it all of a sudden, and a.great
supporter of it. Immediately he became
a ‘convert to ‘that scheme, a bill was not
brought before the House, but the mat-
.ter became a Cabinet one, and part of
.the Government’s policy. When it was
brought before the House as part of the
_Government’s: policy I was. a member of
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the Labour party, and we had to let 'fhe

:matter .go through the House because

Jit “was -already vpractically the law of

the .land. After having -got it to that

stage these people——

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzratricK : Be carefull

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: .If the hon.
member .wants proof that I have always
been against it I can quote the Herald
and the Daily Telegraph to show that
on every occasion I stoutly condemned
it. I became a confirmed enemy of Mr.
Arthur Griffith for the rest of my life.

I said.that he must be either a “cronk”

Minister for Public Works or a -rotten
financier.
Mr.  BaLv:
against it!
Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: T did vote
against it. I definitely state now that
I voted against the scheme when it was
brought - before the House. . Norton Grif-

But you did not vote

“fiths .& Co.s scheme in the first place

came before the- House in-the shape of a
contract, and ~was thrown out on the

‘voices. There were not six members who
“voted for it, so rotten and smellful was

L1t.

It never came before the House

.again. The next thing we knew was that

it became law by the decision of the
Cabinet.

"Mr. LatiMer : The contract was-ratified
by this House!

‘Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: Tt was never
ratified by this House, and that was why
it appeared to me to be -corrupt. ‘After
it ‘had been ratified by the Cabinet, ‘I
spoke on -the address in-reply -and con-

.demned the  Government - for .its action.

for calling the - contract corrupt.

I was-pulled up by Mr. Speaker Meagher
He
said that I could call it anything but

scorrupt. I said that the scheme was cor-

rupt and. unfair, and that the time would

-come when the Government would have

to "buy these men out.if they did mnot
break their contract. I :said further-

‘more that if these men were allowed

to take up the construction of ‘public
works in this country, before many years

‘we would not know whether they owned
"New .South Wales or whether it belonged

to us. If the war had .not come along
it would ‘have been quite :possible ‘for
Norton Griffiths & Co. to get =a
close ‘grip upon.the country. However,
I am pleased to.see that Ministers were
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‘men enough to cancel this contract. It
was a smellful and nasty contract, and
it was well that it should be cancelled;
but what I object to is the payment of
£350,000 to Norton Grifiths & Co.
Ministers have given no explanation as

~ to why this money should be paid, and

~ we are not told why we should pass the

" proposed vote of £11€,00Q.

Mr. BaLn: We got out of it very
cheap!

Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: I think Norton
Griffiths & Co. ought to have paid
£500,000 to be let off their contract.
They were in the position of defaulters,
because they never carried out any por-
tion of their contract. They never found
the money as they engaged to do. They
were hyprocrites; they were not the big
financial institution they professed to be.
They were not the controllers of the

. vast millions of money that Mr. Holman
told us they commanded when he foisted
the scheme on the people. They did not
have the large plant assembled that Mr.
Griffith represented they had. He told us
that they had built the trans-Andean
railway and also big railways in Mexico
and Chili, but they were not the vast
company that Mr. Griffith represented

. them to be. They did not control the vast
bodies of men and masses of machinery
necessary to enable them to carry out
the Broken Hill railway and perform
work in addition to that which could
be carried out by the Public Works De-
partment. They were not the vast en-
terprise that our people were led to be-
lieve, They were a myth in every sense
of the word. They were a myth from
the financial point of view. They did
not control the £10,000,000 we were told
they were going to raise and spend in
this country. If they did, why should
it have become necessary for the Pre-
mier to run ahout now trying to borrow
money? We were told that there was
£6,000,000 of this Norton Griffith money
still available. TIf that were so, why
did the Premier find it such a hard job
to borrow £6,000,000 in London? If
they were not defaulters, Messrs. Norton
Griffiths & Co. should still be able to find
this £6,000,000. '

Mr. Bart: They were only required to
provide’£2,000,000 per year!
[Mr.J. J. G McGarr,
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Mr. J. J. G. McGIRR: Then why
could not that amount be arranged for?
We know that Mr. Holman cannot ar-
range for it. The British Government
objects to any private firm taking money
out of the country, and we know very
well that Messrs. Norton Grifiths &
Co.. could not carry out their con-
tract. The whole scheme was rotten, and
was the subject of manipulation in this
State for months before the contract
was signed. Personally I condemned
it; and I lost ground in my party that
I never regained, and did not want to
regain if the abandonment of my posi-
tion was involved. The Government has
done an unfair and unjust thing in pay-
ing over £350,000 to Messrs. Norton Grif-
fiths & Co—a body of men who
were living on the people, and who had
received the finest nest-egg that was ever
obtained for nothing.. Now we are asked
to turn round and become the rich uncle
once again. I admire the Government
for having concelled the contract, but I
blame it for having paid over £350,000 to
men who were corrupt, and who hung
about this House until they got the con-
tract from a Labour Government which
sold its principles and platform. Now
‘we -have a Government which is sup-

" ported by smart business men, who claim

to be sound financiers, and who know
that this was a corrupt and hare-brained
scheme from a financial point of view,
and yet we have these men allowing a
vote of £116,000 to go through without
one question as to why it should be paid.
Hon. members are ‘the custodians of the
people’s money, and in years to come
they will be asked what were the facts
in regard to the payment of this com-
pensation. I would not be surprised if
the whole of the facts in' connection
with this scheme became public, and any
man who does not now raise his voice
against the proposed payment will have

"to answer to the people of New South

Wales in the future. T ask that we
should be supplied with full particulars
ac to ‘the whole of the negotiations that
took place in connection with this sud-
den and mysterious cancellation of a
rotten contract.

Mr. LANG (Granville) [9.28]: When

the estimates of the Treasurer’s Depart-
ment were previously under counsidera-
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tion I agreed to defer any remarks I
might have to make in regard to the
items under the head of “Miscellane-
ous Services” until the specific vote came
under consideration. I want to direct
attention to the item of £17,500 for the
conveyance without charge of members
of Parliament, distinguished visitors,
school children, and others by railway.
On the previous ocecasion I pointed out
that in my view there was a good deal
of insincerity about hon. members on
the other side of the Chamber in connec-
tion with notices of motion placed on
the paper which it was known would
never be reached. I refer to notices of
motion relating to the reduction of
salaries of members of Parliament. It
has always been a part of the stock in
trade of our wealthy friends who now
compose the National party that they
only entered this august assembly

The CramMan: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to confine himself to
the item before the Chair. The rela-
tions between one class of members and
another have mo relevancy to the ques-
‘tion before the Chair.

Mr. LANG: It is a question whether
the privileges accorded to members of
both Houses under the proposed vote are
not of greater importance than the
salaries paid to hon. members of this
House, and it seems to me that the item
to which I have referred has some
relevance to the notice of motion stand-
ing in the name of the hon. member for
Hurstvillee. In my opinion, the oppor-
tunity for getting all the hon. member
wants is presented here and now. 1f
the country is to go on paying £17,500
a year for a privilege to hon. members
alone- —

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzraTrick : No, it covers
very much more than that; it includes
“distinguished visitors, school children,
and others”!

"Mr. LANG: The item covers, among
other things, the privileges of members
of this House and of another place. The
hon. member for Hurstville has now an
opportunity of obtaining even-handed
justice—of withdrawing the privileges

to members of Parliament contained in

this item, and of putting the humble
worker on the same footing as the-aris-
tocrat. The parliamentary pass is not

- [5 Sepr, 1917.]
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so valuable to the artisan who comes
here from his trade as it is to the hon.
member with large commercial and legal
interests, to whom it is worth probably
£600 a year. I believe that the chief
object. of this item is to afford privileges
to gentlemen in another place; and if
the privileges were withdrawn there
would not be such a rush to get there.

The CHamrMAN: Order! The hon.
member is pursuing a line of argument
which T cannot permit under this item.
He is seeking to discuss the position of
hon. members in another place, which,
strictly speaking, is quite irrelevant to
the matter before the Committee.

Mr. LANG: The use to which they
put their passes is surely a question
which I am entitled to discuss. These
passes are granted for the purpose of
conveying them in the public interest—
not for conveying them in their own
private interests, for which purpose, and
not for purposes of representation, they
modtly ‘use their passes. * I told the
Assistant Treasurer I would call for a
division on this item, and I intend to
do so. There are ninety members in the
Legislative Assembly, and seventy-one in
another place. The value of their passes
is £100 each—a total value of £16,100.
The Minister interjected just now that
there were also “distinguished visitors,
school children, and others.” If mem-
bers of Parliament swallow up £16,100,
only £1,400 per annum is left for the
conveyance of these latter.

Mr. OsBorNE: Tess than that; what
about ex-Cabinet Ministers and ex-
Speakers ?

Mr. Eppen: How much a year is your
pass worth to you?

Mr. LANG: I accept the opinion of
a competent valuer—in this case the
Chief Commissioner for Railways—who
says the value of 'a member of Parlia-
ment’s pass is £100 per annum. In
answer to the hon. member for Padding-
ton’s interjection, I say that “others”
includes everybody not specifically men-
tioned. If there are only four ex-Cabi-
net Ministers, I presume they are among
the “others,” which reduces the surplus
to £1,000. T ask the Assistant Treasurer,
do the under-secretaries .also get free
passes? ’



956 - Supply.. [ASSEMBLY.] Treasury.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: Some of I cannot allow him to discuss the giving
them do—when on duty! of passes to people other than those

Mr. LANG: Are they- included: included in the.item before the Chair.
amongst the “others”? If not, where Mr. LANG: When I am asked ‘to vote
are they provided for? I take it the £17,500 I am at least entitled to express
£17,500 is the amount which the Trea- an opinion as to whom the money should
surer pays to the Railway-Commissioners go. 1 am entitled to say that there are
for these various items. If the under- returned blind soldiers ’
secretaries are also included, how much The CuarMAN: I shall again ask the
then is left for “distinguished visitors hon. member not to continue that line .
and school children”? . Is there an addi- of argument. It i competent for the
tional fund from which this money is  hon. member to ask who ““others” refer
obtained? If so, it is not shown. We to and to canvass the reply, but he can-
have a right to know from what source not discuss the question of giving passes
these amounts are paid, and whether to people who are not included in the
the passes are worth the money. I say  item before the Chair.
that the gold pass is mot worth £100. My TLANG: Should I be in order in
The provision of .£100 each for members  poying an.amendment to strike out the
of Parliament is apparently a reason for ords “members of Parliament” and in-
cutting out, amongst others, blind sol-  gert in their stead “returned blind sol-
diers returned from the front: The rea-  jers”?
son that the Assistant Treasurer and
Mzr. Garland in another place gave—--

The Cuamman: That is not.relevant’ ould not aceept the amendment.

to the question before the:Chair. Mr. TANG: May I suggest to the
Mr. LANG: Would it not-be possible  Aggigtant Treasurer that it would

to give free passes over the railways and. ¢horten the discussion if he would in-

tramways to- returned blind soldiers * form me who the “others” are?

under the heading of “others”? What ) .

is to prevent the Government from giv- Mr': J: C. L. Frrzparrick: Seeing that

ing those who have offered- their- lives thp, bon. Igember has n?ade refex:ence to-

for their' country and” have lost' their- blind soldiers, I may inform him that
there is 'a sum of £550 on the estimates

sight; free passes? Are they not as good™ .” . : .
as auyone else who are included undez* for the carr}age of bl}nd soldlers.‘ The
the heading of “others”? The Minister others are “school children” and ‘“dead

for Railways made a statement that he bodies,” to name two classes!
would alter the law to give these men Mr. LANG: Will the Minister give the*
the right—because it is a right and not information for which I have asked, and
a privilege—to travel over the railways also say how much of the £17,500 is
as is done in Victoria. Instead of alter- spent on the conveyance without charge
ing the law to enable it to be done here of members of Parliament, of distin-
could they not be included under: the guished visitors, and of school children;
heading of “others™? how much it is proposed to expend on
Mr. 7. C. L..FirzpAtrIOK : The altera- “others” and.who the “others” are, and
tion.of. the law was suggested) to give whether+ the under-secretaries are. ins-
them permanent passes, but at the pre- cluded amongst “others”?
sent time they can obtain passes. if “they Mr. J. C. L. Firzeatrick: I have al-
have a.just claim. Very many of them ready told the hon: member; what is the.
are at. present using passes that have use of going over the question half. a

The: CuamrMAN: The hon. member
would certainly be out of order, and I

been issued to them! dozen times?
Mr. LANG: There are many in my Mr. LANG: Have the under-secre--
electorate—— taries passes- which they may use in ex--

The CHARMAN : The hon. member-must. 2Ctly the same way as.members- of Par--
confine his remarks. to the item before liament use theirs?

the Chair. It is not for the hon. member- Mzr. J. C. L. Firzeatrick: Emphati--

to say what ought to be in the estimate.. ecally no! .
[M~r. Lang. : .
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Mr. LANG: Does the Minister :mean

by “no”-that he will not answer the ques-

tion .or that the under-secretaries- do ‘not
.get passes?

Mzr. J. C. L. FrrzeaTrick : No, no!

Mr. LANG: The Minister is silent.
The CuamMman: If the hon. member
. persists in his present course I shall
order him to discontinue his remarks.
He has asked the question of the
. Assistant Treasurer. I cannotcompel the
Minister to'answer. He may answer or
not, or may answer in his own time, and
I cannot allow the hon. member to.con-
tinually repeat the same question.

Mr. LANG: As it seems to be a ques-
tion upon which I cannot get-much light,
.I would ‘ask ‘the ‘Asgistant Treasurer to
look at an item of the particulars of

. which he must be fully seized. I refer
to “Subsidy for monthly steamship ser-
vice between Sydney, Java ports, and
‘Singapore, £2,000.” That did not appear
on the previous year’s estimates. The
Acting Treasurer should be fully conver-
sant with that subject seeing that he

was a special plenipotentiary, commis- .

sioner, or ambassador to Java during the
last Parliament. TIs that item included
. in the estimates as a result of the hon.
gentleman’s visit to Java? If so, are
those ships running? We all know that
. at the present time shipping freight is
very valuable. .

Mr. J. C. L. FI1rzPATRICK :

< running!

Mr. LANG: At present so much profit
“is being made by those who control and
own shipping that it seems ridicilous for
the Government to give £2,000 a year for
a shipping line between .Sydney, Java,
and Singapore.

Mr. J. C. L. FirzraTrIcK: We can-
not break a contract. There was a con-
tract entered into to pay a subsidy of
£2,000 per annum, and that £2,000 has
to be paid whether the war is on or
whether the war is off'!

Mr. WRIGHT : When ~was the contract
entered into ?

Mr. J. C. L. FirzraTricK: It was
originally - entered into before 1910, and

" was renewed !

Mr. LANG: I should like to :know

zwhen :this .contra¢t -was :entered .into,

They are
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-swhat it was for,-whether it is being-car-

.ried out,-and-what advantage it is to the
State of New South Wales.

Mr, J..C. L. Frrzratrick : The con-
‘tract will “expire somewhere about the
send of this year ; it was a five years eon-
“tract !

Mr. LANG : I notice -that there was
voted last year the sum of £2,925 as a
-gubsidy for a monthly steamship service
between the ports of Sydney and
-Shanghai.

Mr..J. C. L. Firzratrick : That is off!

Mr. LANG: And there is something
else on. The Committee should ‘know
‘whether that .£2,000 was paid last year.
1f the-contract has been in operation five
years and nothing was paid last year the
Committee ought to.-know.

"Then we come to the item, “Govern-
ment Railways Superannuation—Amount
‘required under section 112 of the Govern-
ment Railways Act, No. 13,1912, to meet
‘claims, £15,000.” That appeared on the
estimates last year, and has been omitted
this year. I may be told that it appears
in another part of the estimates and has
been increased to £30,000. What is'the
reason for that? Is the fund-insolvent!

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick : No, it;is
not, but it is mounting up to such an
-extent that the future will have to look
after ‘itself. The Act will have to be
-amended .for the purpose of enabling us
-to meet all obligations,

The CHAIRMAN: That is a statutory
-appropriation which cannot be discussed
‘now. It appears under another heading.

Mr. LANG : Do I take your ruling to
mean that if ‘an item appears this year
under one department, and next year
under another department it cannot be
-discussed ?

The CHAIRMAN : I rule that if there is
no such item in the vote the hon. member
cannot discuss it. There is no such item
in this vote, and I ask the hon. member
‘not to pursue his argument any furt,her in
that direction.

Mr. LANG: T presume I shall be-;n
the same position when I come to the
item of £30,000 which my leader discussed
for thirty minutes. Will I be allowed to
‘discuss that item of £30,000 1

Phe*CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will
:see that the item of £15,000 has been
‘transferred :to-another part of the esti-
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mates. The hon. member had an oppor-
tunity of discussing it in an earlier por-
tion of the estimates,

Mr. LANG : It appears to me that the
item of £30,000 is in the same category
as the item of £15,000. T desire to know
whether any portion of the amount of
£30,000 voted last year to supplement
pensions granted by the Commonwealth
Government to incapacitated soldiers has
been paid. We all remember that one of
the foremost planks in the platform of
the National party as foreshadowed in the
now notorious Gundagai speech was that
the National party would, if given the
reins of government, supplement the
pensions of incapacitated soldiers by at
least 10s. each per week. That has been
dropped altogether and the explanation
that the Commonwealth Government has
partially stepped in is not satisfactory.

Mr. Hu~t: It is being paid inanother
way !

. Mr. LANG: It is not being pala by
this Government. This Government gave
a pledge to the electors and at the very
first opportunity that pledge has been
disregarded. - We can only judge the
members*of the Government party by
their past.
- The CuairMan: Order! The hon.
member must confine himself to the ques-
tion before the Chair.

Mr. LANG: I should like to know
whether any portion of that £30,000 has
been spent. It appears to me that the
Government puts sums on the estimates
which it has no intention of spending. I
may say that I objected to this system of
dealing with the estimates when the last
~ Government was in power. I am not

taking this stand now because I happen
to b2 in opposition. With regard to the
~ Norton Griffiths & Co. item, I regret that

there has been no opportunity of discuss-
ing it. I wanted to have a word to say
about it, and to give my opinion as to
what should be the proper name of that
institution. T would have called it the
Morton Griffiths Co.
. Mr. J.C. L. FrrzraTricK : You voled

for the scheme!

Mr. LANG : Never.

Mr. OSBORNE (Paddington) [10 2]:
T think the Committee is entitled to some
information with regard to certain items.
For instance, there is the item, ¢ Interest

[Myr. Lang.
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on moneys in the temporary possession -
of the Government.” That has been in-
creased from £155,000 last year to
£167,000 this year. It is difficult to
understand why interest should be paid
on moneys in the temporary possession of
the Government,

Mr. J. C. L. FirzraTrIcK : Money
comes into the possession of the Govern-
ment temporarily, so the Government has
to pay interest on it ! .

Mr. OSBORNE: T also notice an in-
crease from £50,000 to £130,000 in the
item of  Interest on advances by banks.”

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzpatrick : There is an
increase in the volume of money borrowed
and used, and also an increase in the
interest rate paid !

Mr. OSBORNE: I notice there is an
increase from £95,000 to £120,000 in
sewerage and water rates, city, municipal,
and shire rates on Government properties.

My, J. C. L. Firzeratrick: The new
system of rating in the city of Sydney "is
responsible in a great measure for that
increase !

Mr. OSBORNE : That would apply to
the question of the land-tax, but this is a.
matter of sewerage and water rates. We
are in the dark in connection with these
items, They are thrown athon. members,
and we have to form the best idea we can
as to what they mean. I can understand
that the Acting Treasurer could not go
into every item and give the Committee
information about it, but where a glaring
increase of this description stands out,
one would have thought that the Acting
Treasurer would give hon. members some
information about it. The item attracts
notice particularly by reason of the fact
that it assists materially to swell the total
estimate from £413,018 of lasi year to
£596,796 this year, an increase of nearly
£184 000. I admit that the nllcrease is
made up to a great extent of one or two
items, more particularly the item of
£166,773 to be paid to Norton Griffiths
& Co. Still that leaves an increase of
£67,000 in one department alone. That .
increase inadepartment of a Governmental
rature is very considerable in a year when
We are
entitled to some explanation for the con-
siderable increases that have taken place
when we take into account the fact that
certain sums voted last year have been ex-
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<luded from the estimates this year. For
instance, there is no provision made this
year under the heading of “Railway Gov-
ernment Superannuation,” nor under the
item, ‘“To supplement pensions granted
by the Commonwealth Government to in-
capacitated members of the military and
naval forces.”
£45,000 in those two items, When you
take that into consideration, and remem-
ber there is a total increase of £184,000,
you realise that the public is justified in
viewing with concern the economical
reforms that are being practised by the
National Government. 1f that system of
economy is going to be pursued, the finan-
ces of the State will soon be in a parlous
condition. As a matter of fact they will
be in a worse condition than under the
last Government, which was considered
to be ruining the State, because the
gentleman at the head of affairs knew
nothing about financial matters.

" Mr. SrtuarT-RoBERTSON: The same
gentleman is still there!

Mr. OSBORNE : The same gentleman
is still presiding over the destinies of the
Treasury, but he is associated now with
gentlemen of expert views, who are sup-
posed to have financial knowledge that
no ordinary labourer, coming from the
mine or the workshop, could be expected
to possess. One would have expected
that, when such men came to the assist-
ance of the Treasurer, the condition of
affairs would have been improved instead
of being made worse. We view with a
considerable amount of alarm the fact
that unnecessary expenditure seems to be
mounting up, while necessary expenditure

is detreasing. The net result, however, is

that it costs more to govern the country
to-day than it did twelve months ago. I
should have liked some information as to

what the Government proposes to do in’

order to supplement the pensions granted
by the Commonwealth Government to
incapacitated members of the military
and naval forces. The item appears on
the estimates, but no sum is allocated to
it. I should like to know if it is proposed
to allocate a sum of money for this pur-
pose in some other portion of the esti-

mates, or is it intended to drop the matter

altogether. This is a question of consider-
able importance. It excited interest on
the part of the public of New South
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Wales some time ago, because many of
them were affected. I shall be glad if
the Assistant Treasurer, in his reply, will
state generally what the Government
proposes to do in connection with this
vital matter. Another matter, and one
mentioned by the hon. member for Gran-
ville, is the subsidy for monthlysteamship
service between Sydney, Java ports, and
Singapore. I gather that this is a con-
tract which was entered into some time
ago, and which is nearing expiry. If that
is so it is difficult to understand why no

- amount appeared on the estimates last

year, whilst an amount of £2,935 was
appropriated last year as ‘subsidy for
monthly steamship service between the
ports of Sydney and Shanghai,” for which
no provision is made this year. Is it the
view of the Government that it is better
to subsidise a service between Sydney,
Java ports, and Singapore, than between
Sydney and Shanghai?

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: The dis-
turbed condition of China at the present
time makes it dangerous for hon. members
to go home !

Mr. OSBORNE: No one on this side.
claims that part of the world as home.
Presumably the Minister’s observation
must apply to members of his own party.
‘We have always been consistent expon-
ents of the White Australia policy. The
question cannot be lightly brushed aside
in that way. We want to know whether
the Government has definitely decided- to
subsidise one steamship service at the
expense of another; we want to know
the reasons which have actuated the
Government in substituting one service
for another, and the period and terms of
the contract. These are things the House
and the country are entitled to know.

Mr. ESTELL (Wallsend)[10.14]: There
is one item under the head of ¢ Miscel-
laneous Services” in regard to which I
should like some information. I should
like to know from the Minister why it is
that £30,000 appropriated last year “to
supplement pensions granted by the Com-
monwealth Government to totally and

“partially incapacitated members of the

military and naval forces” is not repeated
in the estimates for this year. It was
distinctly promised by Mr. Holman that
the military pensions would be supple-
mented by the State. I do not say it is
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right. the State should do these things. I

hold the opinion that the Commonwealth

Government should shoulder its responsi--

bilities, and provide ample pensions for
those who went away. Still, that definite
promise was made by Mr. Holman, and
appareutly it was made at the time for
the specific purpose of getting votes, be-
cause now.that it has been returned to

power. the National Government appar--
ently is not prepared to honor that pro-:
I can produce letters from people.

mise:
all over the State inquiring what the
Government proposes to do.. What reply
can I give beyond saying that although
the' Government made the promise it is
niot” going to honor it, and as no provi-

sion is made upon the estimates this year:

nothing can be expected from the Govern-
ment of New South Wales? I understand

that the Acting Treasurer offered some -

explanation which I did not hear, but if
the hon. member stated that the Common-
wealth Government proposed to make up
the pension to £2 a week then he is tell-
ing the people something which he knows
is not correct. Nothing of the sort is
intended. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment proposes to increase the pension to
30s. per week. But Mr. Holman defi-
nitely stated that it was the intention of
the Government of New South Wales to
give those of our soldiers who were dis-
abled a further 10s. in order to bring the

pension up to £2 aweek. Hon.members-

will agree with me that we cannot do too
much for those of our boys who went
away to uphold the name of Australia,
and having made this promise the Govern-
ment should be prepared to honorit. I
regret that there is no provision on the
estimates this year to. supplement the
pensions, and I appeal to the Minister to

explain why it.is that the Government

has gone back on what was a definite and
distinct promise.
made to the railway men, and that pro-

mise has also been broken. When we find -

the Government prepared to make-a pro-
mise of this character and break it, how
can the people of the country retain con-
fidence in it

Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [10.18]

I shall be glad if the Minister will explain-

whether or not the £17,500, “ Railway

Department — for conveyance' without’

charge - of members of Parlinment, dis-
[Mr. Estell.
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A similar promise was-

. were voting for.
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tinguished . visitors, school children, and:
others;” includes the cost of the special
trains, trams, and. other vehicles which.
are-engaged when the House sits after the
ordinary " train and tram services have-
ceased. running. T was- going to suggest
that this item should be struck outalto--
gether.. Tt does not matter to the tax-
payers-whether  the estimate now under
review is passed at 11 o’clock to-night or.
at 11 o’clock to-morrow. Why should we
stop here until. all Hours of the morning.
in order to put the estimate through, and*

“compel the taxpayers to provide £200 or.

£300 for special conveyances? It isup
to the Government to make a reform in.
that. direction: It is-easily to be done.
If the custom of having all-night sittings
or of sitting after 11 o’clock when the
ordinary train or tram services stop were
cut out altogether it would not mean the
House sitting more than one more week
at the end of the year.

Mr. Eppex : Let us meet at 10 o’clock
in the morning ! '

Mr. GARDINER: Very good, or meet
a week earlier in the year, and get rid of
all-night sittings altogether, and thus save .
the taxpayers the enormous expense in-
volved by sending'special trains or trams
to every suburb to suit the convenience of
thirty or forty members of Parliament..
This Government should institute a reform
of that kind, making it obligatory for the
House to close at 11 o’clock at night.

Mr. J. C.. L. Firzpatrick: Does the
hon. member believe in early closing ?

Mr. GARDINER: Yes.

Mr. J. C. L.. FirzeaTrick : Why deo
you not shut up, then 1

Mr. GARDINER : I was pointing out
the necessity for the more general appli--
cation. of early closing than would be
gained. if 1 were to.shut up just now. I¥.
am not opposed to the item, “For the
conveyance of school children,” in fact I
think that the whole of the Committee-
agree to that, but the items included in-
this particular vote should be separated.
50 that we might know exactly what we.
The amount of £35 is
provided for-¢cab hirefor members of the-
Legislative Assembly on.the occasion of
late sittings of the' House when trams-
are not running.” This is to enable one:
or two members to go to suburbs when the
trams-are not running: . : '
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" Mr: Estrit . You do'not-want: them to
walk; do.you 1

- Mr. GARDINER:: No, but I wa.nt-
the House to close at a.reasonable hour
to- enablé” hon. members to get home in
the ordinary way. This tax on the public
is: not justifiable and should be done
away. with at. once. There is only one
other matter-to which T wish to refer—
that is; the omission from these estimates
of'a:sum of money to supplement pensions
granted- by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to-returned soldiers and sailors. T
understood that the State Government had

romised to increase the amount. T wish

that the Acting Treasurer would give us
some explanation in regard to that. We-
are all. in favour of honoring any pro-
mise of that kind, and T am sure that the
taxpayers would readily pay any extra
cost' which they might be called upon to
bear in order to honor whatever promise
has been made: I might point out that
until recently soldiers when they returned
from the war were -given free passes on
the railways for a certain period, espe-
cially those travelling for health purposes
or to their homes. But I understand
that within the last few months these
passes have been- denied them, and now
they have to pay full fares.

"An Hox. MeMBER: Is that so?

- Mr. GARDINER.: I have been in-.
formed within the last week or so by
returned soldiers that they no longer
enjoy the privilege of having free passes
or-reduced rates on the railways and have
to pay-the-full fares. Thatis not right.

- Mr: J. C. L. Frrzpatrick : That state-
ment is absolutely untrue, and you know
ity .

" Mr. (xARDINER I do not know it.
T’ challenge-the dénial of the hon. mem-
ber, because men have told me repeatedly
within the last month or so that that-con-
cession- has been taken away from. them.
I.have been told that several times within
the:last' month, and unless the concession
has:been le—granted since 1-was told that,
I challenge the hon. member’s statement
that.the concession was not' taken away
from returned soldiers enabling them to;
travel with free passes or ab reduced fires.
I say that:the ¢oncession of reduced fares
has-been taken away from them. T am.
quite clear that what the returned soldiers-
told me wasdhat; that'concession had been

(5. Seer; 1917.)

Treasury. 961"
taken away from them. Whether it hag
been granted again I do not know. If it:
has, I should like the Minister to tell the
Committee that it has been granted again
so that we may know how the matter:
stands.. Tf the concession has not been
granted again and the Minister thinks it
has, I ask. him to look into the matter;
and as he apparently, by his interjection,
is in favour. of its being granted, I ask
him to take steps to have it granted again -
if ‘it has been taken away.

Mr.STUART-ROBERTSON (Camper--
down) [10.26]: In regard to the item
¢ Railway Department—For convéyance,.
without charge, of members of Parliament,.
distinguished visitors, school children, and
others, £17,500,” T have to make the-
same complaint I previously made. Owing -
to the way this item is put on the esti-
mates we do not know how much of ‘this.
money is spent on the Legislative Council,
how much on the Legislative Assembly, '
how much on dlstmgulshed visitors, how
much-on school children, and how much
on other people whoever they may be. I
want to make a further protest against.
the granting of free passesto unnecessary
legislators recently appointed in this-
State, some of whom I can prove, if the.
opportunity. is given to me, were really
appointed. through bribery.

The CuairMan: Order! The. hon.
member knows he is out of order inmaking -
an "attack on members of the other-
Chamber. Whether they have been pro-
perly or improperly appointed, that matter -
is in no way. relevant to the item  For:
conveyance, without charge, of members:
of Parliament.” In discussing that. item.
the hon. member cannot go into the ques- -
tion of the personnel of another House. I-
ask the hon. member not: to pursue that
line any further, and not to argue \v1th
the Chair, ‘

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: Ithink -
that before giving a decision on such an -
important question it would he reason--
able for you to hear argument. '

- The- CHAlrMAN : If T thought it was
necessary - to hear argument 1 would:do
50, but the point'is-clear; and therecan be
no argument about'it: -

Mr: STUART-ROBERTSON : Unfor-
tanately it'is no use my trying to disagree
with' your-ruling, and I have to accept'it. -
This item is. placed before us as it'iss
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simply to confuse the issue and prevent -

hon. members, espeeially members of the
Opposition, from being able to discover
what amount is spent on the different
departments. I do not believe the Min-
ister in charge of these estimates is able
to give us any information as to the

amount of money which is being expended

on the different items in these estimates.

I do not think he knows any more about .

it-than we do, and I think that both he
and we are entitled to receive from the
departmental officers, to whom a fair and
reasonable salary is paid, information
showing -what this money is expended
upon. If we cannot discuss the personnel
of the other House, as the Chairman says
we cannot ; if we cannot ask any ques-
tions as to why there is a continuous and
increased expenditureinall these branches,
we are at least. entitled to demand that
the departmental officers shall put their
«stimates before the House in such a form
that they may be comprehensible by
members of the House, and .also by
members of the Government. Inregard to
the item ¢ Sewerage and water rates, &c.,
-city municipal and shire rates, &ec., on
“Gevernment properties in connection with
-appeals,” I should like to know what is
“the reason for the increase from £95,000
last year to £120,000 this year. What
-are the appeals referred to? Are they in
connection with properties resumed about
the city, or are they appeals before the
Land Court, or in relation to objections
raised regarding certain properties? We
.should have some explanation, The
Minister sits. as dumb as an oyster,
.and refuses to give us information in
~regard to important items respecting
~which we should be furnished with the
~fyllest particulars. I protestagainst this
-attitude on the part of the Minister,
which is unfair to hon. members as
representatives of the people. There is
another item to which my attention has
been drawn: ‘“To pay officers of the
Treasury Department who may be granted
extended leave of absence prior to retire-
ment, £1,000” The same amount was

placed on the estimates last year, and I

want to know whether the whole of the
money wasg spent. If not, how has it
been accounted for! We are entitled to
information on this point, and I hope it
will be forthcoming.

[Mr. Stuart-Bobertson.

i
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‘When the Norton Griffiths agreement
wasg first entered into I was informed by.
Mr. Grifith, then Minister for Public
‘Works, that it was desirable to make the
agreement in order to secure a larger
number of customers for Australian bonds .
in London. He represented that we had -
a number of customers all ready under
the control of certain groups of financiers,
and his ingenious argument was that the
new scheme would bring in a fresh group
of customers for Australian loans through
the agency of Norton Griffiths and Co.
Many people believed him, and I relied
on his word.

Colonel Onsrow :
were wrong !

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : I knew .
as much about those who said the proposal
was right as about those who said it was
wrong ; but I was brought into contact
with the man who said it was right, and
who occupied the responsible position of
Minister, and had taken an oath to carry
out the duties of his office. I do not
know even now that Mr. Arthur Griffith’s .
argument was wrong. The present Gov-
ernment has cancelled the contract with-
out giving any reason for doing so, and I
do not know even now whether Mr.
Arthur Griffith was right or wrong. The
Government says it is going to make a
saving by paying Norton Griffiths & Co.
£116,773 for doing nothing.

Mr. Ley : For leaving the country !

Mr. STUART - ROBERTSON: No,
they are not leaving the country. I have
no fault to find with them as contractors.
They are entitled to carry out their opera-
tions within the limits of the law, and I
have no desire to see them leave the
country ; in fact, I would be pleased to
see a couple of million men of a similar
class come here. = But I am finding fault
with the Government for claiming that
it is making a saving by paying £116,000
to a firm of contractors for doing nothing.
Like Mr. Arthur Griffith, Ministers pro-
duce no facts or figures, but ask us to take
them on trust.

Colonel Oxsrow: You rejected the pro-.
posal once ! .

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : The
House rejected it once when it was
brought forward by a Minister who has
since been defeated ; but when the curled
darlifig of the National party who now,

We told you you
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leads the Government brought it in he
" managed to get it through. Why, I do
not know ; but as far as I am concerned,
if the Norton Griffiths "scheme was to do
what Mr. Arthur Griffith claimed it
would—if it was to find employment and
complete any works already in hand—then
it was a very good thing, because we
know that the money invested in different
works will not, until they are completed,
earn interest upon capital invested. It
- was therefore better to pay higher interest
in order to enable money already invested
to earn interest than to obtain money for
works which would not show a return.
From that standpoint alone there was
a certain amount of justification for the
contract ; but now that the contract has
been broken, we are to be told that for
the future a saving will be effected by
- paying men to do wrong. When we reach
such a ‘stage as that, all I can say is
that it is a positive insult to the intelli-
gence of hon. members to simply throw
~an estimate on the table while the
Minister in charge sits tight and declines
. to give any reason why the amount should
be passed. I do not propose at this late
hour to continue the debate further,
but I do think, in view of the fair treat-
ment which' the Minister has received,
especially at the hands of hon. members
on this side of the House, we are entitle
- to some information, :
Motion (by Mr. L.aNG) proposed :

That the item, ‘“ Railway Department—For
conveyance without charge of members of
Parliament, distinguished visitors, school chil-
dren, and cthers, £17,500,” be reduced by
£7,500. S

Question put. Division called for.
"Standing order No. 213 enforced :

- AYES.

Ley,T.d.

Gardiner, A. R.
Stuart-Robertson,
R.J.

Kearsley, W.
Lang, J.T.

Vote agreed to.

Advance to Treasurer.
Proposed vote, £150,000.

- Mr.STUART-ROBERTSON (Camper-
down) [10.45]: I take it that under this
vote there are a large number of items to
be dealt with., It covers practically every
service of the State. From this fund

reimbursements are made to every depart-

" ment, and I submit I am entitled to refer
" to the inadequate supply of blankets——
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The CHARMAN: Order! I do not
know whether the hon. member is serious,

‘Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: T am
uite serious. :

The CHAIRMAXN: T rule that the hon.
member cannot deal with the supply of

" blankets under the item “ Advance to

Treasurer.”

Mr, STUART-ROBERTSON : May
ask that the Minister will give us some
idea of what the estimate is for ? - '

The CHairMaAN: If the hon. member
will read it, he will see that it is “ to
enable the Treasurer to make advances to
public officers, and on account of other
Governments, and to pay expenses of an
unforeseen nature, which will afterwards.

- be submitted for parliamentary appro-

priation. The whole amount to be ad-
justed not later than the 30th June,.
1919

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: ‘¢ To-
pay expenses of an unforeseen nature ” is
what I was referring to. -

The CuairmMaN : I tell the hon. member-
once for all that he cannot be permitted
under this item to deal with every item
he likes of the Government service.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : I have-

“not the slightest intention of doing -so.

But surely something is going to be paid

-out of this £150,000, or is it merely put-

there as a show-card in the window or a.
dummy which is not to be used ?

Mr. J. C. L, Firzpatrick ¢ How can
we tell what the amount is to be used for-

" when we do not know what is to happen

within the currency of the next. twelve-
months? .

Mr., STUART-ROBERTSON: Then:

it is merely to place something at the dis-

posal of the hon. gentleman in case some--
thing may happen. I will leave it at.
that. .
Mr. LANG (Granville) [10.49]: It is
provided that the whole of the amounts
are to be adjusted not later than 30th
June, 1919. That has been the usual
practice—the items have always been
placed before Parliament ¢
Mr. J. C, L. FrrzraTRICK : Always !
Mr. LANG: And always in the esti
mates ? ;
Mr. J. C. L. FIr1zPATRICK: Yes! -
Vote agreed to. -
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‘Public Works Fund.

“Proposed vote, £250,000.

Mr.STUART-ROBERTSON (Camper-
down) [10.5 ]: May I inquire from :the

. Asgsistant Treasurer what this vote is
for?

Mr. J. C. L, Frrzearrick : The Public
Works Fund is supplemented by money
from the sale of Crown lands, and the
two sums combined furnish the where-
withal to carry out certain public works !

Vote agreed to. ’

RAILWAYS.

Construction of Locomotives—System of Checking in
Railway Workshops—Complaints regarding Railway
Management—Electric Cable Tunnel—Railway Station
at North Sydney—Marshalling Yards at Rozelle Bay
-—-Lavatory Accommodation in Trains—Chief Railway
Commissioner—Grievances of Railway Employees—
Tramway Service—Increased Railway Fares and
Freights—North Coast Railway—Employment of
Incompetent Persons—Military and Departmental
Pay--Burning of Old Railway Sleepers—Railways
Appeal Court—Rewards to Inventors-~Railway and
Tramway Strike—McMyler Hoists - Railway Refresh-
ment-rooms — Railway and Tramway * Inspectors—
Repairs to Locomotives—Resumption of Properties—

_ . Definition of a Strike— Alteration of Working Condi
tions.

Proposed vote, £8,455,007.
Mr.J.STOREY (Balmain) [10:52]: The
. railway estimates, generally take a .con-
.siderable time, and I would ask the
“Minister in' charge-whether he has any
idea of the time at which he will adjourn
. the debate ?
Mr. J. C. L. Frrzerarrick : “Let> us get
.on. We were six hours getting two-pages
. of the Treasury. estimates through !
Mr. J. STOREY : Perhaps on this oc-
" casion more than any, hon. members: will
‘be justified in delaying the Committee.
T find myself in the position of having
‘to discuss railway estimates at a late
hour, when hon. members are not physi-
-cally, some of them not mentally, fit
to absorb the intricacies of railway
administration. I suppose, however, one
-is, under our rules, compelled to proceed.
“'The Railway Department and .the Rail-
~way - Commissioners have been siubjected
10 more. criticism this year than ever be-
fore. Some of ‘that comment has been
favourable; a large amount of it, as was
evidenced by the tremendous meeting
~in the Sydney Town Hall to-night, has
been. of an opposite character. “There-
fore ‘at “this :‘moment the ‘Railway Com-
missioners and the Minister -for Rail-
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ways are in an unenviable position.
They have in their several declarations
endeavoured to show the public that .the
reason why our railways-are not paying
is the failure of the workmen to realise
their obligations and to do whatl they
ought to do as workmen holding fairly
lucrative and satisfactory positions in
the service. If it can be shown by
other than mere statements that the
men are any less efficient to-day and
that the administration is better to-
day than during the last five or six
years we would perhaps be justified in
accepting the statement of the Railway
Commissioners that the men and the men
only are at fault. I have never believed
that the men are perfection. I have
never said they have done everything that
they might do. No hon. member has said
go. Neither have we said that the.Com-
missioners endeavour to get the best re-
- sults from the men who are engaged
at Eveleigh workshops. When a man
seeks to enter the railway service as
employee he has to be physically perfect.
He must have eyesight eyual to that
of the best of our people. If he seeks
to be a mechanic he must be first-
- class or at least good. Whatever depart-
ment he seeks to enter he must be capable
of doing the work for which he offers.
That is a condition precedent to employ-
ment in the Railway Department. Asa
consequence of that it is fair to -assume
- that the Railway Commissioners bave the
best of our workmen. I disagree entirely
with those who say that the men have
fallen off in their desire to do the best
they can in the interests of the depart-
“ment. I have "been looking through
several of the reports which have from
time to time been placed upon the table
of the House. I notice in comparing the
cost of building locomotives in the Eve-
leigh workshops with that -of building
them at the Clyde works that the Eveleigh
workshops show very favourably. T have
here a copy of a return presented on the
26th March, 1912, in which the cost of
. building locomotives at the railway work-
shops is compared with that at the Clyde
. works and in other parts of the world. I
find that the cost of building the ““P” class
.sengine .at Eveleigh compares more than
. favourably with the cost at the .Clyde
. works, At Eveleigh:it.cost.£5,340. ‘In
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-sanother.return, made-also in 1912;a simi-
lar.class.engine cost.£4,725 1s. 6d. The
smen in 1912 in the-railway workshops
“were .obviously under the same adminis-
vtration; they were ‘the same class of
- mechanies ; .and they were able to .show
rthat they could build a locomotive cheaper
than the Clyde works -and English:and
“.American firms could build it under
contract-with the Government. [That is
~cevidence that at that .time our workmen
-were doing at least as well as the work-
~men inside. We find that the cost of
:an  English-built locomotive is prac-
:tically the same. "Making allowance for
customs ‘duties -and -the difference in
“the wages paid in.the two countries the
-~price of .a locomotive built at Eveleigh
zcompared more than favourably with that
~.built in England. That was the position
~in 1911 -and 1912,

I want now to refer to something of per-
-*haps a more serious c¢haracter to show that
to-day even the Railway Commissioners

~must believe that what I am stating is
“a fact. I am going to quote from -a
~report of the evidence which Mr. Lucy
.gave before ‘a commission that was .ap-
' pointed in Adelaide for the purpose .of
inquiring into the -railway -systems -of
" ‘Australia. ‘The quotation is from a
newspaper which headed the article in
“.a rather-peculiar way : “Old System Per-
“fect. Railway Chief’s Opinion. “Evi-
dence to Royal Commission. Qut of
~thine own mouth will T condemn -thee.”
. Mr. Fraser has 'been careful to ‘tell ‘the

public that his idea in introducing .the

card system was for the -purpose 'of
“locating .charges; that is ‘to say, when
.mmen were engaged on & particular :piece

of work the Chief .Railway -Commis-
-sioner would be :able to put his ‘hand
" on ‘the .man who was disinclined to do
- his best and dismiss ‘him if the ocea-
-«-sion demanded it. “Mr. Fraser said, “I
~do -not ‘want to introduce the Taylor
‘mystem; “you can accept my .assurance
‘~that “the introduction of the -card has
mothing to do with -this system. .All'T
“want 'to do is to discover where the
leakages are, and endeavour to Stop
* themd’™” That ~statement was ~made .by
‘Mr. Fraser just one month rago. ‘Six
wmonths ago ‘Mr. Lucy, ithe Chief “Me-
-~chanical Engineer, than-whom Tssuppese
‘sthere is >no :more .capable -or -réliable
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officer in this country, and a man who

“has dlways been looked upon as being
“one of the most clear-headed of -our

engineers, said this in this.evidence .he-
fore that royal commission:

Major Smeaton: You have, apparently,
-a very -perfect system of control. Now,
.in huge workshopd such as you have,
there are bound to be leakages some-
where. We would bhe glad if you would,
for our benefit and the benefit of our
own -State, tell ‘us ‘where you look for
those leakages; leakages which mean un-
economy, loss of time, loss of value
through spoilt material ? :

Mr. 'Lucy: So far as the leakage by
-slow working, loss of time of any descrip-
tion, we discover, by keeping a good sys-
tem of accounts, where the leakage
occurs. We compare one leading hand or
chargeman and a gang of fifteen or
twenty, with another gang of the same
number doing precisely ‘the same work
under similar conditions, and hold the
leading -hand or chargeman resporsible
for the-output. In that way we are able
to discover eventually the individuals to
whom ‘this lack of effort can be applied,
and ‘we deal with them. With régard
1o the wastage or loss of materials, -we
have a system of watchmen and a
system of detectives; also by means of
assays of castings made in the brass
foundry and various other castings
‘which contain such valuable metals as tin
and copper, and lesser valuable metals
. such as spelter and lead. We determine
by the amount of assay the total castings
coming out which contain such and such
.a proportion of tin, and we say, ‘“Where
is the tin consumed during the month
gone toP”’  “What is the percentage -of
waste or losses?” 1In that way we .can
‘check any leakage.

What _is the result of all this care? Do
“you really check wastage and reduce to a
.percentage basis the loss on what -you

ithink you ought to.achieve from all your

work and that which you get?—Yes.
Do-you-think, taking the whole ofyour

operations. that you are getting an’éffi-

-.clent return for your expenditure?—Oh,

“yes; I am quite confident of that. The
leakage is small.

“You think that through the system of

" control you have, the constant oversight

:of the superior officers, and under them
the foremen, you are getting the full-re-
turn for the wages paid to the -men P——
Coupled with the 'system that we have

“-of issue from the stores stock and return
" to.stores, both the raw-materials in-théir

-unmixed conditions, forged -conditioms,

.-and finished  conditions, -the disparity of
losses (s further reduced to.a minimum.

‘Mr. J. Gunn, a -member of .the com-
“mission,-asked : “Do-you consider that-you



966 © Supply.

get as efficient service from the work-
men employed in the Government work-
shops as private enterprise gets from
employees in.their own shops?”’ and the
reply was, ‘I do.”
That is the evidence given this year
by a gentleman upon whose shoulders
rests the administration of the whole of
the railway workshops. Mr. Lucy says
that they can check to a micety the cost
of the material, where it goes to, what
are the leakages, and who are responsible
for those leakages. He says that by com-
parison with private employment they
are getting the best return from the
workers in-the employ of the Railway
Department. In 1912, as shown by the
report to which I have referred, the men
at the Government workshops were able
to build a locomotive cheaper than at
the Clyde workshops. That being so,
how can the charge against. these work-
men that they are not doing their best
under the system that has hitherto pre-
vailed be sustained? According to ‘the
report, the locomotives built at Eveleigh
are giving equal satisfaction to those of
English make, and are being built for
less cost than locomotives are being built
for at the Clyde. That is in 1912. In
1917, when the men are charged with
- being malingerers and being disinclined
to give their best services to the State,
the answer of Mr. Lucy is so effective
that the question.can very properly be
put, whom are we to believe? Omne of
Mr. Fraser’s own officers says, “We have
no fault to find; we can check the ma-
terials to a nicety, we know where every
leakage is, and we are getting better
results .from our workmen .than are
being obtained from workmen in pri-
vate employ.” When Mr. Lucy says that

I am prepared to believe him, because -

there is not an hon. member who has
ever challenged a statement made by
that gentleman. I want to know from
~whom Mr. Fraser obtained his informa-
tion before he took action. If he ob-
tained it from Mr. Lucy what becomes
~of the evidence given by Mr. Lucy be-
fore that royal commission? Does not
the Minister think that under the cir-
cumstances he ought to ask Mr. Fraser
t6 give some further information re-
garding the authenticity of the state-
ments that havé beén made? I1f they
" were made by Mr., Lucy, then that gen-
© My, J. Storey,
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- tleman wmust undoubtedly have been

mentally astray when he gave evidence
before that commission. Did he mislead
them? Was he telling the truth? If
the truth  was told by him six months
ago, -who gave the information to Mr.
TIraser that the card system would giv
better results? i
Mr. BanL: T understand that Mr. Lucy
is in favour of the card system! /
Mr. J. STOREY : Probably he is, be-
cause hig chief introduced it. I am not
disputing that. 1 say the reason why
this great industrial crisis has been pre-
cipitated is because, as it is said, the
men were not giving satisfaction, the
cost of carrying out work at Eveleigh
was excessive, and the men were loafing
half their time. Mr. Lucy says that is
not true. He says the men are giving
better results than those in private work-
shops. Let me tell hon. members this
trouble is not going to end in an hour.
Let them peruse the report submitted
to the House in 1912 with regard to the
administration of the Eveleigh work-
shops, and compare the work done with
that done in other shops in this State,-
and by English firms who are contractors

for the Government.

Mr. Ley: Where do you get the in-

formation that Mr. Fraser stated that

it -was because the men were not doing
their part that he introduced the card

.system ?

‘Mr. J. STOREY : The statement has

-been made not once, but a-dozen times

in the last three weeks. ,
Mr. Ley: Where? b
Mr. J. STOREY: By Mr. Fraser. 3
Mr. Lev: No! '
Mr. J. STOREY: I beg your pardom.

If I had time I would show the hon.

member a cutting stating clearly that

Mr. Fraser said, “I am not introducing

“this system for the purpose of sweating

the men. I am doing it for the purpose
of locating the malingerers, and finding-
out the leakages in connection with the
disappearance of material of a valuable
character.” o :
Mr. Ley: He did not say they were
all malingerers! : .
Mr. J. STOREY: The hon. member

is only splitting straws. Everyéne

-~ knows that in large *werkshops of anyg
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description there is always a class of
man who is vulgarly described as a
“poler” or a loafer.

Colonel Onsvrow: That cuts away all
your argument!

Mr. J. STOREY : Does the hon. mem-
ber expect every man to be a first-class
workman? His interjection is answered

by the fact that some men are paid 20s..
while others are paid only 10s. per day..

I am not advancing any argument at
this moment. I am only quoting the
gentleman whose duty it is to govern
the affairs of the railway service. 1
am quoting from a newspaper, show-
ing that Mr. Lucy, in giving evidence,
said he was getting the .best results
from his workmen—Dbetter than private
firms. I suppose he referred to Clyde.
He said they could reduce to a mini-
mum the leakages in connection with
the loss of material. In a big Gov-
ernment department where valuable
metals are used, such as spelter, lead,
bronze, and brass, in connection with the
making of castings, a workman who has
been working there for a long time can
easily steal if he wishes to do so, or
take for his own use, metals belonging
to the Government. The operation of
‘checking is that during the process of
converting from ordinary metal into
molten metal, which is afterwards to be
- turned into castings, a portion is sent
to the assayer, who is able to determine
the percentage of copper or other metal
in the casting. They record the exact
amount that is given to the department
at the beginning of the year, they check
the amount used, and the balance re-
maining over, and so they are able to
see what becomes of the metals. Mr.
Tucy says that checking is done care-
Tully.
laid it down that there are mo leakages
worth speaking of that cannot be dis-
covered in connection with the metals

used. And there are some thousands of .

tens used in the course of the year. The
Commissioner from South Australia, in
marvelling at the magnitude of the in-
stitution, said that in such a huge insti-
tution there must be tremendous leak-
ages. In reply Mr. Lucy said, “We are
reducing to a minimum the leakages in
connection with the metals used by our
officers, and there is mo. trouble

[5 Seer;, 1917.]

We can honestly say that he has
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worth speaking of” With regard
to the workmen, he said, “We are get-
ting as good results from our workmen
as private workshops are getting from
theirs, or even better results.” If that
is so, why introduce a system of espion-
age which is repugnant to every honest
man? When I worked as a mechanic I
would not have.stood it for five minutes.
The men have to undergo an eyesight
test, and a hearing test. They have to
have their teeth inspected, and must be
examined to see whether they are physi-
cally perfect, in order to be able to get
the miserable .pittance they receive as
skilled mechanics after years of work.
Do hon. members expect the men to sub-
mit to what is proposed? If the men
are compelled to go back to work under
the card system, if they go back as dis-
gruntled workmen, believe me the Com-
missioner will be sorry that he did not
get them back in a happier mood. If
you drive a thousand men back to em-
ployment in a dissatisfied state of mind,
feeling that they have been defeated, are
they going to give of their best to make
the card system a success? If the Min-
ister had taken my advice, the card sys-
tem would have been in existence only
three months. It was tried at Cockatoo,
and what was the result? One thousand
men were losing ten minutes every day
fooling about with the cards. Multlply
that by about 300 working days in the
year, and you will see the loss of time
taken up for the purpose of finding out
whether some men are malingerers. If I
were in charge of the men and could not
discover the malingerers in a fortnight,
I should expect to be regarded as a
malingerer myself. The idea of giving
a foreman a time-book with a stop-watch
in the corner of it is objectionable. If
that system is to be introduced into
Australia my idea of Government owner-
ship will soon disappear. It has never
been found necessary in any other place.
If T were the Minister I would put a
stop-watch on others besides the work-
men. 1 protest against the continu-
ance of a system which I believe to
be wrong. I know that it is improper
to engage in a lengthy dissertation upon
the strike and all its attendant evils, but
when a responsible officer, a skilled en-

gineer, who ig now Chief Commissioner,
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tells us that the mien are malingerers
and he will find.them ‘out; and another-
equally skilled man says. they are mnot:
malingerers but first-class workmen, who
are doing as well as any- men- outside
the. service,,it.is-quite time the Govern-
ment, in view of this conflict of opinion,
instituted an independent tribunal to find
outwho are the culprits and whether any
alteration can be effccted in the. system.
I believe it.is possible to effectively alter:
the system. A good workman going into-
the Eveleigh workshops-is-destroyed, be-
cause the system in operation is so far-
behind” what should obtain in a shop
equipped as those workshops are that it
is impossible to obtain efficiency. There
is a system in those works which abso-
lutely prevents the men getting on with
the work.as they should do.

Mr. Ley: How do they get cheaper en-
gines there than elsewhere?

Myr. J. STOREY: The answer is per-
fectly obvious. The men who have put
their money into the Clyde works have
not done it for fun. With the profit they
want, the cost of production must neces-
sarily be higher than in the Eveleigh
workshops where no profit is made and
the work is carried out by the Govern--
ment of the country.

Mr. Ley: That knocks the hon. mem-
ber’s prior argument right out!

Mr: J. STOREY: The hon. member:
must understand that when the price of .
manufacture in the railway workshops is
compared with private enterprises, the
motive which actuates each party must
be taken into account. I do not say
that man for man and hour for hour
the workmen are doing better; I simply
say that Mr, Lucy says so, and: he is_ ac-
cepted as an authority. If the men in
the railway workshops were given the op-
portunity and they were working under
a system as up-to-date as it should be,
the results would be so good that it
would be possible to turn out locomotives-
ever so much cheaper at Eveleigh than
from private firms. I .am not the only
one who holds that opinion. The opinion-
i8. general that- the-men in the Govern-
ment workshops ought to be able to turn

- out work much more cheaply, seeing that-
no profit is sought and there is any
amount.of money available for the pur--

[Mr.J. Storey.
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chase of the most up-to-date machinery."
The Minister-will readily admit that the -
introduction of up-to-date machinery
helps- materially to cheapen cost.

Mr. BaLL: We have up-to-date machin- .
ery at Eveleigh! ]

Mr. J. STOREY: I admit that the
machinery installed is up-to-date. What:
1. contend is-that it is not possible to-
find at Eveleigh machinery which they
have in other places. For example, any-
day men are to be seen travelling from-
one end of the workshops to the other:
pushing hand-trucks and dragging steel’
as if they were a team of bullocks, and*
returning in the same ineficient fashion.
The Minister knows very well that there
is- certain work i conmection with the:
repair and overhaul of locomotives which
takes . much longer to carry out at Eve-
leigh than should be the case in a well-
equipped and up-to-date workshop. The-
reason is that whilst in up-to-date work-
shops they have duplicates of everything,
in the Eveleigh workships they only have
duplicates of some things. The conse-
quence is that an engine which should-
be in and out again in four days is kept
in the workshoeps. for twice that period.
The men employed in the Eveleigh
workshops - have for years been handi--
capped by not having up-to-date machin--
ery. In proof of what I say I need only.
refer to the card which was recently in-
troduced. One of the questions on that:
card addressed to the sub-foreman was:-
“Are there any further machines re--
quired in your  department?’ That is-
the guestion put by a highly-paid official:
to a lower-paid officer. Did you ever-
hear of such a thing in a private irm?2-
As.a matter of fact it is the duty of the-
highly-paid officer to know what machin--
ery is made use of in other parts of the~
world” and” to see that it is supplied..
Here the question is put to the sub-.
foreman, and he has to send in a card;:
and by the time word is sent back:
whether- or not the required machinery-
is available the locomotive is out on the:
road.again. That sort of thing has been:
going on for:years, hampering the rail--
way workshops and making them a los--
ing- proposition instead of a first-class:
paying, proposition to the State. As:I-
said during the budget debate, it is that:
sort. of. thing which is ereating losses:
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in all:our business. undertakings—over--

manning by the management and failure

to- obtain up-to-date machinery. Every:
man I put-the question.to tells me, that:
it is.impossible.to get.a move. on in the-
Government. workshops because the. ads
ministration is-cumbersome and the.re--
quisite machinery is not available, If?
there is. any truth  in that .assertion why
should the responsibility for- failure be:
saddled upon.the men? The mere carry--
ing out.of a piece of work at Mort’s. Dock:
or-at Eveleigh .makes no.difference -to a:
workman—his handieraft. is -just. the
same wherever he works; but if he is;not:
permitted to do his best- at. Eveleigh;
because of " the absence of machines:
which ought t6.be. there,.such.as a:pri-:
vate firm would have, how is it. possible:
for-him to give satisfaction? If isinot:
possible, of course. The reason why we.
have the present industrial upheaval is
because of the failure of the manage--
ment of the railway workshops-to realise-
the responsibility attaching. to the offices
they fill. Do hon. members know that
when it is known that the Chief Railway
Commissioner-is going to visit the rail-
way workshops there is a week’s prepara-
tion for his.visit, and men are engaged
almost exclusively tidying up that part.
of the workshops which he will pass
through? This applies not only to the
preser:t Chief Railway Commissioner; it
applied to Mr. Tom Johnson and Mr:
Harper when they were Chief Railway
Commissioners. That is not the sort of.
thing that ought to prevail. Mr. Cutler-
at Newcastle, with all his imperfections,
will go through a workshop with his coat"
off; he wants to know where every man
is and what he is doing. I do not say
that the Chief Railway Commissioner
should do that, for his duties are greater,
but if he cannot do it, he has. colleagues
who should do so. If hon. members want
to test the:accuracy of what I am say-
ing; let them write a letter to the Gov-
ernor-General and also one to the Chief’
Railway Commissiorier seeking an inter-
view, and I guarantee that they will be
able to see the Governor-General before
they. will be able: to see the Chief* Rail:
way Commissioner:

- Qolonel’ OnsLow: The Chief Railway

Commissioner. is-the easiest man in.the:
world. to see! ; .

[5 SEpr,; 1917:]
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Mr. J. STOREY: I know he is:not,
and:he has not been since- Tom Johnson
was.. Chief Railway Commissioner and-
ruined every man he:ecame in contact
with.. When Mr. Harper became Chief’
Railway- -Commissioner, he. adopted
almost the same stupid administrative
methods as Tom Johnson.

Colonel Oxsrow: All T can say is that
you have been singularly unfortunate in
your-experience! '

Mr. J. STOREY.: And the hon. gentle-
man has been calamitous.

Colonel OxsLow: I could’see him every
time I wanted to!

" Mrod: STOREY : Possibly. I am not
complaining - of want of courtesy. I
never received anything but courtesy
from officers: of. the public. departments. .
I am talking of the difficulty of seeing:.
the Chief Railway Commissioner as the
head. of a big department. 1 am not
speaking of discourtesy shown to mem--
bers-of, Parliament. It would be a good
thing if members of Parliament were to
keep away from the Chief Railway Com--
missioner altogether. I have spoken to.
the present Chief Railway Commissioner

Railways.

. only twice during the past three years,

and that was during the present strike;
yet there is no man in this House who.
did more than I did to see that he got.
the position and was paid an adequate
salary. I was among those who ap--
proached the present Premier to see that
the Chief Railway Commissioner got.the-
salary he now enjoys..

Mr. G. R. W. McDoxaLp: 1 was with.
you! _

Mr. J. STOREY: I think you.were .
there, too. I am not complaining about.
the Chief- Railway Commissioner, but I
say that the system created by Mr.
Johnson has destroyed every idea of
what an administrator ought to be. The-
late Mr. Harry Richardson, an efficient,.
honest man, sat in the department for
three years  doing practically nothing.’
That man, who was anxious to do the best .
he could.for: his country, was- prevented.
from doing- it because he was: working-
under- a certain system. According- to-
the regulations, he and Mr. Harper were.
supposed. to meet Mr. Tom. Johnson:
every: morning: One of them would:
walk into the room through one' door:
and out. of.it. through another and ssy”
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that he had nothing to report that morn-
ing, and then the other gentleman would
do the same. That was supposed to be
a conference with the Chief Railway
Commissioner every morning, and after
that Mr. Richardson could do what he
liked.

Colonel Oxsrow: That is not correct!

" Mr.-J. STOREY : I am not concerned
with the hon. member’s opinion. I am
stating a fact, and I never state what I
do not think is correct.

. Oolonel Oxnsrow: Neither do I; you
have been misinformed!

Mr. J. STOREY: I am telling the
hon. member what I saw and know to be
a fact.

. Colonel Oxstow: Then your powers of

cbservation are lacking! -

Mr. J. STOREY : If they are lacking,
they are on a par with the hon. gentle-
man’s. If what I have said is correct,
one is not at any loss when he endea-
vours to find out why we are not getting
the best possible results from the Rail-
way Department. I am not going to
complain of mistakes being made, for
mistakes will be made by everybody,
particularly an engineer. A doctor
buries his mistakes; a lawyer makes his
dlients pay for his mistakes; but an en-
gineer has to take the responsibility for
his mistakes. We have only to examine
what is taking place every day. Some
vears ago 1 approached Mr. Richard-
son and asked him to permit an Eng-

Tish firm to build a tunnel from Long-’

nose Point, Balmain, to Greenwich, to
~carry electric cables in connection with
a power-house. Mr. Fraser then said
~with all honesty and sincerity, “I can
Dbuild that tunnel for £10,000 and in two
vears,” but five years have elapsed and
‘how far has the work proceeded? All the
machinery and pumps are under Sydney
Harhour, and piles have been driven down
between Balmain and North Shore in the
1iddle of the harbour, and how many
«casks or bags of cement have been sunk
in the bottom of the harbour to fill the
‘fissures to stop leakages in the tunnel
heaven only knows. The piles and the
wharf are there now, but when that
tunnel will be completed heaven alone
knows.. It may be that it was impossible
to foresee what was likely to happen with

[Mr.J. Storey.
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regard to it, but there it is, and the power-
house is practically eating its head off
in interest charges because of the fact
that that connection with North Sydney
has not been effected.- Hon. members
may say that that is an engineering diffi-
culty that could not have been fore-
seen. If so, the same excuse ought to
be made for workmen carrying out work
under an inefficient system. One has
only to allow his mind to ‘travel back a
comparatively short time and he will re-
member the case of the railway-station
near Milson’s Point about which I spoke
during the censure debate. Hon. mem-
bers know that the people at North Syd-
ney were not consulted about that mat-
ter, or if they were no notice was taken
of what they said when that railway-
station was being built which cost many
thousands of pounds, and is now such
an eyesore. No complaint was raised
by any hon. members then, and I am not
saying anything now by way of com-
plaint because I know that mistakes will,
as I have said, be made. An electric
interlocking system was experimented
with at the railway workshops, and the

_material is now lying of no value in the

Randwick sheds, although it cost a con-
siderable sum of money. All that was
done in the interests of the State. No
one complains about it. We know that
mistakes will be made, but if they are
going to be heaped up as charges against
the railway system, why should you blame
the workmen because they are unable to
make the place pay? One could go on
all night enumerating shortcomings of
that kind, which are inseparable drom
big works.

" Mr. Bain: No one ever attempted to
blame the workmen for that. The work-
men were never charged with responsi-
bility for that!

Mr. J. STOREY : If the hon. mem-
ber sincerely and honestly says that the
workmen have never been blamed for the
Railway Department’s not paying, why
ig it that this great industrial upheaval
has been created because of the intro-
duction of a system for the purpose of
getting over an alleged loss?

Mr Barr: I am talking of the en-
gineering blunders that you were talking
about!

o
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Mr. J. STOREY : I am only pointing
them out to show that the workmen
ought not to be charged with not doing
“their best, when we know that mistakes
regularly take place throughout the
workshops. I do mot say the blunders
- might have been avoided, and I do not
say that the Chief Railway Commis-
sioner is any the less an efficient en-
gineer, or Mr. Lucy either. I am not
complaining about the railway engineers,
but I say that if these mistakes occurred
" in connection with private firms, some-
‘one would be held responsible for them.
For how long would a man hold his
position with a private firm if he were
guilty of building a railway-station cost-
ing a large sum of money and nobody
would use it? How long would any
officer hold a position in the service of
a private firm if he allowed a great
asset like the power-house at White Bay
to remain idle and useless? 1 admit that
it is a fine institution, but the tunnel
which is to carry the cables to connect
with it is now in the same position that
it was twelve months ago. It-is filled
with sand, and the pumping machinery
is in the bottom of the harbour, and I
do not know how many tons of cement
have been deposited there.

Myr. BaLr: Even if the tunnel were
completed we could not get the necessary
materials to enable us to electrify the
railway because of the war!

Mr. J. STOREY: I happen to know
that the tunnel is not half finished, and
the work is not being hung up because the
Government cannot secure the necessary
cables. I am inclined to think that the
Minister has been misled.

Mr. Bain: I say that the works cannot
be used until we can get the necessary
material for electrifying purposes!

Mr. J. STOREY: The tunnel is cnly
partly built, and is in the same condition
that it was twelve months ago, except
that then some work was going on,
whereas now nothing is going on, and it
is impossible to say when the work will
be finished. When all these mistakes are
being made, why should -an attack be
made upon the workmen and an indus-
trial crisis be precipitated? Why should
it be persistently stated that the mar-
shalling yards at Rozelle Bay were neces-
" sary for the proper handling of the rail-

- purpose alone.
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way goods trafic? Those yards cost
many thousands of pounds to construct,
and they are not being used for the
purpose for ‘which they were said to be
designed. There are millions of bags of
wheat stacked there, and instead of these
being shipped on the spot they are being
sent round to Darling Island, away from
the place where so much money has been
spent, Last year and the year before,
when the estimates were being discussed,

" 1t was repeatedly stated that it was neces-

sary to have these marshalling yards, and
also necessary to have our main lines
duplicated in order to give access to the
water front.

Mr. Bann: You recommended it!

Mr. J. STOREY: No, that was done
by the Public Works Committee before
I became chairman. Owing to the mis-
takes to which T have referred a number
of heavy charges have been piled up

against the railways I am prepared’ to
admit that it is a difficult matter for the
Railway Commissioners to make the rail-
ways pay when they have to conduct
traffic_over so many non-paying lines,
and have to pay interest charges on so
many works which have been constructed
by the Public Works Department. I
agree that the Commissioners are at
their wits’ end to make their accounts
balance. I admit also that the Chief
Commissioner has an industrial board
which deals with matters affecting wages
and that all he can do is to attend and
give evidence agamst proposed increases.
To that extent he is hampered, but, with
all T have mentioned thrown in, there
is no justification for endeavouring to

‘fix the blame for the failure of the rail-

ways to pay on the shoulders of the
unfortunate workmen. 1

i

Mr. Ley: Who does that? Sy

Mr. J. STOREY: The hon. member,
as a lawyer and as the representative of
a distriet in which a large number of
railway employees reside, should not re-
quire me to explain who is fixing the
responsibility on the workmen. The
card system has been introduced for that
Mr. Lucy in his state-
ments does not fix the responsibility om
the workers; but Mr. Fraser’s statements,
which have been repeated by Mr. Fuller

- almost every day, fixes the responsibility

NP



972 Supply.
almost entirely on the workmen. If they
-do mot, what is all the present trouble
about? Why are the railway -workmen

. out to-day?

Mr. BatL: Neither Mr. Fraser nor Mr.
Fuller has attempted to fix the respon-
.8ibility on. the'workmen !

Mr. J. STOREY : I could refer to half
a dozen statements published in the news-

_papers in which Mr. Fraser has clearly
stated that the card system has been in-

_-troduced for the purpose of locating the
Joafers and ascertaining where the leak-
ages are, and.I should like to know what
that means except it is intended to fix the
‘responsibility on the men.

Mr. Ley: No!

Mr. J. STOREY : The hon. member’s
legal mind is too subtle for me. I say

- that the intention of the card system is
to fix the responsibility on the men. All

" the happenings to which I have referred
go to show that it is impossible to fix
- the responsibility on any human beings
and say that they, and they only, are

" to blame because the railway system is
not paying. If we had a better system
of adminstration—which could be easily
brought about—and we were to get
rid of a good ‘deal of the red tape that
is now associated with the operations of
the department, we should be in a much
better position than we are to-day. Tt
is not fair to blame the men, who ought
to be back at-work. The Minister ‘for

" Railways ought 'to have found means -

long before this to bring about a settle-
“ment of the strike. Tf the strike is to
“be kept going until all the engineers and
- other ‘workers are brought to their knees
- not only will Ministers be sorry, but they
~will do great injury to the people as a
whole and the Treasury will suffer irre-
parable financial 1o .
Mr. Ley: Is that a veiled threat?

. Mr.J. STOREY : When the hon. mem-
- ber has been here a little longer -and fully

realises his responsibility, what :I have
- been saying -will appeal to him with much
“more force. The fact that he is a mem-
-.ber of the legal profession does not render

him immune from the charge that he
zsupported a Government which -endea-
voured during its administration .to fix
. upon the workers the.responsibility for
.the failure of railway works :which pro-
;perly _belongs 'to. those who .govern the
‘ [Mr. J. Storey.
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railways—in the persons of the Railway
Commissioners and the highly-placed
engineers. If the hon. ‘member will
ascertain from them what they are doing
in regard to railway affairs, he will be
in.-a position to get some tangible in-
formation as to why the railways are not
paying. Following up that system,
wherever loafers are discovered, sack
.them without regard to ‘who the politi-
cian is who happens to have recom-
mended them; and whether they be
‘bosses or workmen, dismiss men if they
are incompetent; but do not precipitate
‘a tremendous industrial upheaval because
‘you have failed to discover the men who
are responsible.

Mr. G. R. W. McDONALD (Bingara)
[11.52] : I am of opinion that it is nearly
time the Railway Department had a
general rake over. Not only in the Eve-
leigh workshops, but from one end of
the railway system to the other theer
is plenty of room for improvement. It
is a common experience for those who
travel by the trains to find that there
is no water in the lavatories; in other
instances they are so filthy that it is
impossible for passengers to use them.
Again, you are constantly finding water
bottles which have apparently never been
cleaned, and many of them contain no
At the railway-stations in
summer it is not uncommon to find the
water-bags empty which have been placed

‘there for the convenience of passengers.

Further, trucks-which have been -ordered
for the despatch of wool and wheat are
sent out long distances into the country
without tarpaulins. ‘A man arrives at
the station with his wool, puts in into
the wagons, and the Railway Commis-
sioners refuse to remove it because it
is not covered; with the result that the
wool is left there exposed to the ele-
ments. I do not say the Commissioners
arec personally to blame, but the fact
remains that <the railway officials know
the “trucks ‘will not be removed unless
‘they are covered by tarpaulins, and yet
when they -are ‘sent .out the man who
ordered them has to wait for a -couple
of "days until the itarpaulins arrive. 1
was in .a sleeping-car :on ‘one oceasion

when there'was no water.in the lavatory,
-:and:the place-was .unfit ‘for human' oecu-

:pation by .the ‘time ;the -train “reached
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ductor, he said that there was:a leaky
tank, and that the car had been sent in
for- repair, but no one had attended to
it;

Another- common. complaint against
the Railway Department is that goods
consigned to' stations are sent to the
wrong stations, and disappear-for weeks
at a time. ‘I have on several occasions
made complaints to the Railway Commis-
sioners, and am pleased to say that they
have frequently compensated people who
have suffered losses in this way; but I
remember one urgent. case of sickness at
Tamworth, when a man wanted an ice-
chest. He could not get one in Tam-
worth, so he rang up Manilla, where one

was put specially on the train to be taken.
to Tamworth. The consignee -waited for

the train, but when it arrived the ice-

chest had disappeared. It was missing-

for some weeks, and when it turned up
the Commissioners told him they were
going to sell it at his risk. It was
nearly winter time before he finally got
possession of it, and in the meantime he
had to purchase another in Sydney. In
that case the Commissioners offered to
take the ice-chest back to Manilla free
of charge.

Mr. J. Storey: It is a wonder they
did not charge him demurrage!

Mr. G. R. W. McDONALD: As a
matter of fact, it is a wonder, and that is
what surprised me. I will say, however,

that when the actual facts of a case-

like that have been brought to the Com-
missioners’ attention, they have always,
- in my experience, acted fairly. I am
one who never reports a matter unless
I am aware of all ‘the facts; when I
make a complaint to the Railway De-
partment, they generally know that T am
right, and I am very careful when a
man makes a.complaint to me. to defi-
nitely tell him that if there is anything
wrong with what he says, I will not help
him at all. That saves my own time and
the time of the Commissioners.

" Another-trouble is in connection with
the ordering of sleeping berths. It has
been my common experience to send
telegrams asking that berths be reserved,
and frequently' mo notice is takem of
them. I have ascertained from many
people ‘that it is a common event for

(5 Sgpr;, 1917:]

When I spoke: to the con-
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berths- ordered not. to. be reserved. I

had a.painful experience one night at.
Rylstone, where a.friend of mine wanted-
to reserve a berth. - T advised him to -
hurry, as the train-was about to arrive.

He ran in and got my berth, because

my' telegram, which arrived the day be--
fore, had been overlooked. I had to sit

up myself that night through. giving-
advice to.another man,

With regard to the conduct of' em-
ployees  in. the department, I am posi-
tive that many of the 40,000 odd offi-
cials merely think the department is a
place where they draw their wages on
Friday night or Saturday morning. At
country stations you will see small boys*
occupying seats who are employed as®
porters; they will let you walk about-
the premises for five minutes before even.
noticing - that you are there. You may-~
knock, but if you knock too often ‘they
will tell you to be careful. If they find
you.are a member of Parliament; they-
get very busy;-but I have the greatest’
contempt for-a man who gets busy just
because he discovers that I am a mem-
ber of Parliament, for it shows that:
he does mnot treat the public decently:
There should be no necessity for a man
to hurry when a member of Parliamen’t
walks in; because he should have been.
busy all the time. These young men do-
not realise the responsibility of their-
position; their carelessness results in-
irritation and loss to consignees and con--
signors alike. At one time I did sug-
gest a system of education in the Rail-
way Department, and I understand there:
is now an institute for that purpose,
where they can circularise the officers
and draw attention to neglect of simple
duties.

I bring these instances before the.
Committee, not because I like to be mak- -
ing complaints, but because I wish to see:
these things remedied. One day I was
at Uralla; something had gone wrong-
with one of the parts of the motor-car-
I was using, so I rang up Armidale and
asked specially for a certain part to be:
put on the train and sent along. Fvery-
thing- was done specially, except. when.
the part reached ‘the railway-station,
when it seemed to be specially left be-
hind. It- was.taken there by special®
carrier.. Unfortunately the train was>
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half an hour late. That afforded an oppor-
tunity for the part to be put on it, yet
when the train arrived at Uralla the part
was missing. I had to hire a motor-car
to go to Armidale to search for it. They
actually wanted to charge me freight on
it to Uralla. I made a claim against the
department. I showed that I had spent
50s. for the hire of a car, and the depart-
ment compensated me for the expendi-
ture ol 80s., but allowed me nothing for
my time. It is a fair thing to take
strong exception to loss of money caused
by carelessness, neglect, or ignorance on
the part of junior officers of the Railway
Department. I do not say for a moment
that everyone in the service is a loafer
or is neglectfrl, but there are such in
the service, and it consequently suffers
as a whole. If an occasional traveller
finds a lavatory dirty he thinks it is
always so, and advertising the fact
creates the impression that we have the
rottenest railway service in the world.. I
am bringing these matters under the
notice of the Minister only with the
object of assisting him to make improve-
ments. Thé operations of the Railway
Institute might be extended so as to
instil into the minds of the juniors the
bad effects that must follow their neg-
lect. If every boy, on joining as a porter
or a clerk, was taught to give close atten-
tion to his work and to study the inter-
eats of the public, then in a few months’
time we would see an all-round improve-
ment, and the great mass of complaints
would disappear. The only way in which
an improvement can be made is to adopt
the volicy of telling the junior officers
wlhat they are to do, to discharge them
if they do not do it, and to ignore repre-
=zentations from members of Parliament
4o reinstate them. If I find that a man
who comes to me with a request for re-
instatement has been properly sacked, T
1ell him so. I may lose a vote hy that
method, but I serve the interests of the
publie. If the Minister has 48,000 men

all trying to help him, he will have a -

creat system in smooth operatjon. If
the card system is in operation he will
be able to see where there is looseness.
Then, instead of there being a necessity
1o increase the freights and fares by 10
per cent. in one year, and 15 per cent. in
the next, the railways would pay.
[Mr.G.R. W. McDonald.
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Mr. SIMON HICKEY (Alexandria)
[12.5 am.]: The statement has been
made by the Commissioner that the
falling-off in the productive activity of
the employees in the Railway Depart-
ment amounts to 25 per cent. I have no
doubt that thé introduction of the card
system is attributable to that belief.

Mr. BatL: I do not think that that
statement was ever made!

-Mr. SIMON HICKEY : Tt was made.
Tt is difficult to accurately cost up the
work done in the shops on a comparative
scale. Repair work differs very much in
character. Similar work that at one
time will be very easy to handle will at
another require the application of a cold
chisel. When a vehicle is out of repair,
the work, although apparently similar in
two cases, will really be found to differ
immensely. That applies to tram-cars
just as it does to locomotive engines.
There is nothing uniform about re-
pairs. When comparing .the cost of
repairs to-day with that of five years
ago, you cannot make a true comparison
of the nature of the damage and the
quality of the repair work. Some time
ago engines were run into dock more

- frequently than they are to-day. Now

the Commissioners try to get more out
of their rolling-stock. That would indi-
cate that formerly) when the engines went
into the shops much less attention was
required. ‘The Eveleigh workshops are
now becoming very congested—so much
so that it has been considered de-
sirable to move further afield. Nearly
three times more workmen are being put
into the shops than there were twenty
years ago. That has the effect of throw-
ing men out of their stride—they have
not the space in which to move.

Mr. Bawn: They are not hampered by
want of spacel!

" Mr. SIMON HICKEY: Why, then,
were the Bankstown works proposed?

Mr. BarL: Because as the service in-
creascs there is more work to do!

Mr. SIMON HICKEY: The fact re-
mains that there are three times as many
men in the shops to-day as there were
twenty years ago.

Mr. Barn: In the Victorian workshops
they give the same space to two workmen
as we give to one! ' ’
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Mr. SIMON HICKEY: However, I
specially refer to the statement that the
amount of work has, on the average,
fallen off 25 per cent.

. " Mr. Bain: I question if the statement
was ever made! .

Mr. SIMON HICKEY : I shall endea-
vour to prove it. I do not make state-
ments that I cannot prove.

There is another matter of sufficient

" importance to require looking into. The
Randwick workshops are not nearly so
important as the Eveleigh workshops
from the standpoint of productivity, yet
we are continually hearing of disputes
at those shops, while we seldom hear of
disputes at the Eveleigch shops. At the
Eveleigh shops there are two managerial
heads who are pretty well on the sam-=
level.. There are two kings in one king-
dom, and it has been repeatedly assertzd,
not without reason, I believe, that those
two gentlemen are at loggerheads. Dual
management is not good at any time, but
when it is in conflict the conditions be-
come absolutely impossible. I under-
stand that one of these gentlemen is just
about reaching the retiring age, and if .
that is so there is an easy way out of the
difficulty, and I invite the Minister when
dealing with these positions again to
considér whether it is a good thing to put
two men on the same mark as regards
status. One of the men should be second
to the other man, and you would not then
have a position that is described as being
analogous to loggerheadedness..

[5 SErr,,

The position of assistant to the Chief -

Mechanical Engineer has been provided
for on the estimates for a long time.
Some three or four years ago a very at-
tractive advertisement was inserted in
the English papers respecting this posi-
tion. It would have required a man
of at least 70 years of age who had
physically never gone beyond the prime
of life to fulfil all the requirements
of this advertisement. He had prac-
tically to be a master of five profes-
sions. Because of the impossible condi-
tions imposed no man was found to fll
the position, which is one that should
certainly be filled, especially when it has
been provided for on the estimates for
“such a long time. It is always rafe to
have an understudy, and should the Chief
 Méchanical Engineer become ill or should

“getting full time.
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the expansion of the railways require 4n
assistant there would be a dependable
understudy. Until lately I was pre-
pared to accept Mr. Fraser as a man of
high repute, and a fair-minded man. I
am willing to reserve my judgment re-
garding him at this moment, but under
the prerogative which he has under the
Railway Act he has lately developed the
habit of sacking men. Three or four
cases have come under my notice—an
engine-driver named - Roche, a guard
named Albert Flemming, and an en-
gineer named George Byrne. It is a

" source of irritation amongst men if they

are refused the right of appeal to a tri-
bunal which has been established by Par-
liamient. - If there i3 some proof that
the dismissal of these men was war-
ranted, that proof should be capable of
being sustained before the appeals
board. As regards Byrne, so far as I can
find out he was held to be a member of
the LW.W. I can take an affidavit that
the man is not imbued with L. W.W. ideas.
He has never had any time for the LW. W,
and his discharge was a most iniquitous
thing. 1 wrote to the Chief Commis-
sioner about the case, which happened
long enough ago for the matter to be
rectified, but I have never heard that it
has been. ‘The Minister would do well to
assert himself in this regard and see that
those men who are dismissed have the
vsual right of appeal. Parliament ac-
cepted the idea that these men should
have this right, and they should be -
allowed to exercise it.

During the last six or ewht months
enginemen on the railways have not been
They are receiving
eight or nine days’ pay only during the
fortnight. T believe that is- principally
due to the non-cartage of wheat from
the country and the consequent running
of fewer trains. While these men are
given short time they are made to stand:
by on the job, and even when they go
home the officer in charge has to know
where he can find them. That makes
their conditions of employment very
irksome.. They are like members of
fire brigades—they have to be right on
the job all the time. It is not a fair
thing to irritate them in that way, nor
should they be pin-pricked by being re-

-quired to sign too many documents and
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make too many explanations -regarding
small things that have nothing to do
with efficiency. At a time of .turmoil
through which these men are passing now
these things do not make them value
their jobs so much as they did previously,
and as a result you will get them to
strike where they would not strike pre-
viously. If they cannot be given em-
ployment for more than eight or nine
days it is incumbent on the management
to readjust matters. On the Victorian
railways some years ago a readjustment
in this respect became necessary as they
had too many engine-drivers. The junior
drivers could be converted into firemen
and the junior firemen into cleaners.
You rearrange the service in that way
and give the men full time.

‘With regard to the tramways, I think
the present turmoil has indicated that,
for a portion of the day, it is not neces-
sary to give certain suburbs a five or
ten minutes’ service. Some economy
could be effected by using a type of car
that would carry a greater number of
passengers than those at present in wuse.
Ten or twelve years ago there was a box
type of car in use, the carrying capacity
of which was only about half that of
the dreadnought cars. It might be pos-
sible to have a longer car, or to use
‘dreadnought cars coupled, especially-in
the middle of the day when there is not
the same urgency for speed. Take a
suburb like Petersham. There is a class
of residence at Petersham which is only
served by the train. You might class
that as a half-hourly service. There is
another part which has a ‘tram -service
.of ten minutes. Why the distinction? ‘At
“the present time the department is mak-
ing an attempt to give suburbs served by
“the tram a service three times better
than in the case of those served entirely
by train. During the business hours
you could have plenty of trams running
by working the men on broken shifts.
That would be a labour-saving proposi-
tion.

The tramways might also be used for
the conveyance of parcels. The railway
service brings grist to the mill in the
shape of revenue derived from parcels

_carried. I cannot understand why the
tramways are not used for the same pur-
pose. They might be so employed at

[Mr. Simon Hickey.
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night time. The department "has ‘the
:rolling-stock, and.the lines - are laid,.so
-it ought to make the tramway service as
revenue-producing as possible. The trams

_already carry parcels of -newspapers.

Hundreds- of parcels of 'newspapers are
sent to every suburb by tram. .I would
suggest that the officers should be asked
to report on the possibilities 6f the tram-
ways for carrying parcels. I notice in
connection with the item of “Gratuities
to staff refired and relatives of deceased
employees, £7,500,” the amount has not
been increased this year. .I am glad to
see that the amount granted towards
railway technical classes and mainten-
‘ance of Railway Institute has been in-
creased. This is certainly a technical
insgtitute. When one talks -about schools
of art in the country, which are actually
maintained by the revenue from the bil-
liard table, one can see the humour of
the position. This, however, is a
legitimate attempt to preserve the idea
of technical training within the limits
of the Railway Department. Most if not
all the lecturers are drawn from the rail-
way service. I think they are all hono-
rary lecturers. They are capable men,
and in becoming lecturers at the insti-
tute they are not lost sight of by the
department. With regard to the item,
“Berthing Master, £430,” I do not know
what the functions of that official are. I
should not think that was a job to war-
rant the appointment of a man on such a
high mark. T was hoping that a returned
soldier -might have been given the posi-
tion.

Mr.. HUNT (Camden) [12.27 am.]:'T
do not wish to enter into a general criti-
cism of the Railway Department, nor do
I intend, like the last speaker, to attempt
to instruct the Commissioners or the
‘Minister how to run. the.railway service.
I think the railways.are run fairly well,
and that they will compare favourably
with those of other countries and States.
There are some matters which I regret
“to have to refer to. One is the neces-
sity for raising the railway fares. This,
T am afraid, will act to the detriment of
some people who have .gone into the
country some distance -from the city to
-make homes for themsélves. We have
encouraged:them to do-so. I:am afraid
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tthe Railway Commissioners will:not.re-
seeive from-these fares .the revenuetthey
¢expect. The increase “will ‘restrict tova
‘great extent traffic that would come more
rregularly to:the city ifithe fares-werenot
;80 high. T hope that, as soon:as practic-
rable, -the Minister or the Commissioner
.will bring the ‘fares back ‘to mormal.
.This will be to the interest of the people
:in the .country. From -complaints made
sin.the House the other evening, I realise
that these increases will affect the people
zof the city also, but they will affect: the
tpeople in the country a great deal more.
:Some of them will have to give up ‘their
homes-and come nearer the city to live.
There is another matter I wish to
tbring before the "Minister. An hon.
‘member has complained of ‘the condition
zof the lavatories in the railway "carri-
.ages. My experience has not been like
*that of the hon. member, but my com-
plaint is ‘that no lavatory accommoda-
ttion is provided on many trains-which
:should have it. Some time ago I asked
‘the following question in the House:—
‘Is it a fact that the Chief ‘Railway
{Commissioner vecently ‘refused the re-
‘quest to provide lavatory accommodation
on trains to Campbelltown, 34 miles
from Sydney, made up exclasively of sub-
.urban carriages, ‘on the ground that-such
raccommodation was unnecessary on sub-
-urban lines? If so, will he ask the Chief
.Commissioner to reconsider his decision?
Answer,—I am informed that ample ac-
soommodation is provided at the railway
:stations, and it is not usual -to provide
Jdavatory .accommodation on suburban
strains, .
“Anyone who has travelled the 34.miles
“to Campbelltown will recognise the neces-
:8ity for such accommodation being pro-
<yvided. I believe it has been provided
*on trains which do not run so great a
tdistance. One may agree that lavatory
~accommodation is not required on the
:suburban lines, but in the case of trains
rrunning to Campbelltown, Penrith,
“Windsor, and other centres equally “dis-
'tant from the city, conveniences should
be provided for the travelling public.
"We do not ask that there should be regu-

lar lavatory carriages, only that one car- °

=riage should be provided on each train.

<1 hope the Minister will bring this mat-

2ter .before the .Chief . Commissioner :and

5 SEPr., 1917.]
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‘see "whether this cannot be ‘done. It
‘would ‘not be:costly, and the general
cpublic, which "has to “pay .the “piper 'in
:the .long .run, :should .be provided with
iconveniences of 'this character.

‘Mr. BROOKFIELD (Sturt) [12.32
a.m.]: There must-be 'some: other cause
.for the annual loss upon our railways
-than that put forward by hon. members
who attribute it to_the loafers and slow
workers in the Randwick -and Eveleigh
‘workshops. ‘The hon. member .for Bin-
_gara seemed to think that the loss was
due to the loafing of certain .employees
on bedrock wages, such as porters. I do
-not agree with the hon. member. .My
;own view is that the cause is the want
.of administrative ability on the part of
those in authority, and mot the workers.
For instance, a huge wood and coal shoot
was recently erected at the Erskineville
station at very great cost. That shoot
.was made so high that it was practically
.useless, and it has.been found mnecessary
sto pull it to .pieces. ‘Someone is-respon-
sible. The cost of the work is added to
the working cost of the railways. I'do
not agree with hon. members who ‘would
-put the whole burden of the losses upon
‘the men in‘the Eveleigh and Randwick
workshops. Close to the shoot there 'is
an elevator, which is also useless for the
work it was erected to perform. When
one learns of these things he cannot help
thinking that there must be want -of
ability somewhere else than in the ranks
_of the lower-paid railway officers. The
responsibility may not rest with the Com-
missioners. Tt may be ‘that the works
managers are not competent. Another
device was installed at Eveleigh at.con-
siderable cost, known as “Lucy’s Gun,”
the object of which was by a vacuum
process to remove the ashes from the
smoke-boxes of the locomotives. That
device was installed at considerable cost,
and proved a failure. There again is a
cause of addition to the railway working
cost, and another contribution ‘to the
annual less. In view of these circum-
stances, it is unfair to suggest that the
Jower-paid workmen are ‘responsible.
Some six months or so.ago the flanges
of the locomotive -wheels were altered.
‘That was done against the advice
6f . the engine:drivers, and the -alter-
ation led to considerable damage of .the
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rails and wheels, but despite that fact
the alteration was persisted in, at a cost
of some thousands of pounds. It is
"absurd for hon. members to blame some
individual porter. Things of this sort
destroy public confidence in the Com-
missioners and the works managers.

Here is another example 8f the short-
sighted policy pursued by the Commis-
sioners: The North Coast line, as every-
one knows, will in course of time become
the trunk line between Queensland and
‘New South Wales. But the line has
been built with single-line bridges across
the rivers and single-line tunnels. In
the near future these works will have
to be duplicated, and it can only be done
at great expense. Yet we expect the
Railway Commissioners, who are respon-
sible for mistakes of this kind, to carry
on a large business enterprise and show
a profit. The position is comparable with
that of the varying gauges of the dif-
ferent States—another piece of short-
sightedness which will ~cost some
£50,000,000 to remedy. When one knows
of the wilful waste of money caused by
the shortsightedness of the Railway
Commissioners, one must be astounded
at the want of ability displayed. It is
time drastic action was taken not to-
wards the low-paid men, but against
those who are at the top of the tree, and
who are really responsible for the loss
which is taking place. We can scarcely
expect good service from the railway
employees when we learn that the loco-
motive drivers and firemen were, some
eighteen months ago, asked to sign a
"document under which they undertook
not to divulge to outside persons any
information in regard to the running of
the railways, at the risk of instant dis-
missal. They were also threatened with
six months’ imprisonment.

Mr. Bann: Who was to give them six
months’ imprisonment ? '

Mr. BROOKFIELD: What I want to
know is if the men signed a document
which threatened them with dismissal if
they dared to criticise the working of
the railways?

Mr. BarL: I do not know!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: In the absence
of any denial, T assume that there is
truth in the suggestion.

[Mr. Brookfield.
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- Mr. BaLr: The hon. member may take
it from me that -no man can be given
six months’ imprisonment cxcept by a
judge!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: T will leave that
out; possibly it was only a threat. Still,
the men had to sign a notice not to
divulge any of the workings of the Rail-
way Department, at the risk of instant
Does the Minister for Rail-
ways think it is right to stifle criticism
of his department? If the hon. member
is capable of handling this department
ke should invite eriticism and not try to
If he tries to stifle criticism
it 1s because he has something to hide.

Mr. Barr: We are inviting criticism.
We are offering £2,000 to men who desire
to give us any information for the better
working of the railways. We encourage
them, and compensate them for it!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: The money
ought to be easily earned. If the Railway
Commissioners allow a main trunk line
to be constructed with only single-lihe
tunnels and bridges, it shows a lack of
{oresight. We are going back to the days
when there was one gauge constructed
on the Victorian side of the border and
another on the New South Wales side.

I wish to mention something which I
think has been done on account of the
strike—the re-employment of a lot of
men who, on account of physical infir-
mity, were discharged from the service
some years ago. Mr. Irwin, who was
1esponsible for one of the most awful
railway disasters in this country, has
been taken back into the service and is
row driving a railway engine.. Surely
the National Government cannot be so
hard up for men that it must employ
such a man as that and place him inm
charge of a railway engine again to the
danger of the public? If that is the way
the Government is going to carry on the
railway service, it must be held respon-
sible for any accident that may happen.
W. Long, who had been off the footplates
for seventeen years, is now driving a
train again. Ie must be a back number
and not fit for this work. -

Mr. Barn: The trains are running all
right—they are running to time!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: And you are
{aking a risk with people’s lives. G
O’Brien, who could not pass the eyesight
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test three years ago, is mow driving a
train from Newcastle to Sydney. There
is a lot of trouble waiting for the Gov-
ernment, I am sure that when this in-
dustrial upheaval is over the Govern-
ment will find it has been very expensive
to employ such men as these to keep the
railway service going. These men are
not capable of running trains. ‘A man
named Crowther, known as “Black
Jack,” who was put off the footplates
thirteen years go, and is now driving a
train between the north and Sydney, the
other day overran Quirindi station by
iwo lengths, and confessed that he could
not see the signals, yet he is still em-
ployed in driving a train. If any acci-
dent should happen to anybody through
this man driving a train, the responsible
Minister will be guilty of murder.
Another driver, S. Smith, is a one-armed
mwan. Ten years ago he lost an arm,
#nd. he is now employed as an engine-
driver. S. Bennett is also driving a
train, although he has been out of the
service for seven years. Judging by
these men, the Minister must have en-
gaged all the cripples and misfits he
could get in the country to drive trains,
and they have the lives of many people
in their hands.

. Mr. Barn: They are doing it wonder-
fully well!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: They may be

doing it wonderfully well at first. I sup-
pose it is owing to good luck. I hope
the good luck will continue, and that
there will not be any railway accidents.
But if there is an accident, I shall blame
the Minister as severely as any member
of this House will blame him. A one-
e¢yed man is also driving a train. He
had failed in the engine test prior to
Josing his eye. Nevertheless, he is now
driving a train. Can the Minister tell
me whether what I have stated is true?
Mr. Bain: I cannot say, but I am sure

that you.would not say it if you did not

think it was true!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: No; I would
not. I could quote many other cases. T
wish to ask the Minister if he is using
Scarborough coal on the railways at pre-
sent in preference to Helensburgh coal?

- Mr. Bati: I am not aware that we are!

"Mr. BROOKFIELD: The reason why

X ask that question is because the.Scar-
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borough coal is not nearly so good as the
Helensburgh coal; there is a lot more
ash in it. If the Scarborough coal is
being used on the railways in preference
to the Helensburgh coal, there must be a
reason for it. Does the Minister know

.whether more Scarborough coal than

Helensburgh coal is being used on the

-railways?

Mr. Bair: I do not know!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: Some of the
high railway officials are financially in- .
terested in the Scarborough colliery, and
seeing that the coal from that mine is not
as good as that obtained from Helens-
burgh the inference is that the Scar-
borough coal is being used to serve the
interests of the mine-owners. At the
commencement of the strike the Govern-
ment stated distinctly that the strikers
had given them an ultimatum on twenty-
four hours’ notice—

" The CHAmrMAN: I cannot permit the
hon. member’ to go into the history of
the strike, which-is not relevant to the .
matter before the Committee.

Mr. BROOKFIELD : There have been
misstatements made in regard to the
I.W.W. influence—

The CraryAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in going into the ques-
tion of the cause of the strike, directly
or indirectly. He will be permitted to
criticise the administration of the de-
partment and may argue that misman-
agement on the part of the responsible
officials led to the strike, but I cannot
allow him to go into the merits of the
dispute or its history.

Mr. BROOKFIELD: I had intended
to refer to the alleged go-slow policy that
was said to have resulted in losses in
connection with the railways, but as it
would be a matter of great difficulty to
discuss that question without referring
to the strike, I will not say anything
more about it.

I do not know how anyone could rea-
sonably expect to run a decent service
on our tramways with a contented and
satisfied body of men under conditions
such as apply to tram conductors. These
men are supposed to work for only about

_ eight hours per day, but they have to be

on the job for from ten to twelve hours in
order to get in their full shift. They have
broken shifts and it is impossible for
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them to do. anything else than attend:

to the call of the department during the
day. A man goes on for a few hours in
the. morning, then returns home and has
to wait for a call to put in the rest of
his day’s work. He. is on bedrock wages,

which he would not take unless he was

dead-beat. He has.one of the worst jobs
in the State, and if I were paid £1 per
day I would not hang on to the trams

in wet weather as the conductors have to.

do. The conditions are not at all fair,
and point to the fact that those who are
responsible for running the trams do not
know their business and ought to be dis-
pensed with. The locomotive drivers are
in a very similar position.to the tram
conductors. They have to go to work
at all hours of the night, are constantly
at the beck and call of the superintend-
ing officers and may have to wait for
hours without being called. on to work.

It is stated that they rarely get in more.

than nine or ten shifts inea fortnight,
and it would be against human nature
to expect men to do anything but strike
against what they have to put up with.
Anyone with a spark of manhood would
not tolerate the conditions, and when a

general clean-up takes place I hope the-

Government will try to arrange matters
20 that engine-drivers shall not be kept
hanging about for twelve or fourteen
hours in order to get in an eight-hours
shift.

I notice that provision is made for the
sum of £85,000 for the payment of the
difference between military and depart-
mental pay of members of the staff who
are absent with the Expeditionary Forces.
Does not this item give the direct denial
to the statement that the railway ser-
vants are disloyal, loafers, and slackers?
It is absurd for the Government to make
wild statements about IW.W. influences
and disloyalty in the face of an item of

this kind, and it would be well for Minis- -

ters to reflect whether the strike has not
been brought about by faulty administra-
tion rather. than by disloyalty on the
part of the workers in the department.

It is admitted that men out of work

are of no use to the community, and
in this country of long distances it is
difficult for men to get about in their

search for work. I would like to know

[Mr. Brookfield.
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whether-it would not.be possible for thes
railways to carry free of charge men.
who have jobs to go to.

-Mr. Bawvu: If a man has:a bona fide-
situation to go to,.provision.is made for
him!

Mr: BROOKFIELD: Yes, but the
amount of his fare is deducted from his
wages. He is put behind scratch to the
extent of his railway fare. The awards-
of the Arbitration Court place men on
scratch, and a worker who has to pay a-
heavy railway fare may be handicapped.
for- a month. [Commaittee counted.]

-‘Again, can the Minister tell me why-it-is.

that- old sleepers which could be sold are:
in many instances burnt?

Mr. Barn: We require all the old
sleepers we can get for dunnage for
wheat-stacking purposes. They have no
right to be burnt!

Mr. BROOKFIELD: I have seen them
burnt, and this is a matter into which
I think inguiry might well be made.

In conclusion, I hope ‘that when this-
department is reorganised, the reor-
ganisers will not pay too much atten-
tion to the man who is at bedrock, but
that they will take notice of the men
higher up. They will find plenty of room
for the card system, from the Commis-
sioners down to the works managers.
[Committee counted.]

Mr. JOHNSTON (Bathurst) [1.2°
am.]: The statements just made by the-
hon. member for Sturt with regard to
the burning of sleepers I can commend!
to the Minister for Railways as being:
well worthy of inquiry. I was recently-
at Narrabri in connection with the
gecond ballot for. Namoi electorate, and{
it came to my notice that hundreds of"
pounds worth of good sound sleepers:
Lad been piled up beside the railway-
line and destroyed by fire. This was an
act of destruction for which. somebody
should be brought tn account.® I was:
told that £700 worth of sleepers were so
destroyed in the vicinity of Narrabri.

Mr. Baryu: If the hon. member will.
give: me partlculars of the matter, I leln
have inquiry. made!

- JOHNSTON: I am: only stat-
ing What was told me in Narrabri from.
a.reliable.source,. and I venture to-think:
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that if the Minister through his depart--
ment got in touch with the station-

master at Narrabri West 'that officer
would be able to point out when and
where the sleepers were burnt; and I am
informed he could indicate also where
at the present time there are hundreds
of sleepers which could be utilised by
‘the department or sold to people who
would put them tb some useful purpose.

Mr. Barnn: We want them very badly
to use as dunnage for the stacking of
wheat, and are anxious to get all we
can!

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am assured
they are there. I now wish to mention
an item under “Railway and Tramway
" Construction Branch.” We cannot make
any comparisons between these esti-
mates and those of last year, for the
reason that last year’s construction esti-
mates were under the heading of “Pub-
lic Works,” while this time they are
under the heading of “Railways.” I am
more than surprised, however, at seeing
the small amount of £36 ,467 placed on
the estimates for railway and tramway
construction. I want to say here that
it seems to me an appalling waste of
time and money in connection with the
ity railway, for which some provision is
made here, that one of our best parks
Las been rent asunder and a huge dis-
reputable-looking fence put up enclos-
ing a large portion of it.

Mr. Banu: These items only refer to
administrative charges; they have noth.
ing to do with construction, which will
be met by loan expenditure!

Mr. JOHNSTON: They are under
“Construction,” and I want, if I am
within my rights, to refer to them.

The CuairMaN: The hon. member sees
that administrative charges only are
dealt with under this vote. The matters
to which he has referred with regard to
the city railway are provided for out of
loan estimates.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Then I will take
‘an opportunity on another oceasion of

deploring the fact that these things do
exist.

Something has been sa1d with regard
to general discontent in the railway ser-
vice, and the general discontent on the

2¢
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part of that important person who seems’
to have been overlooked during the pre-
sent trouble—the*producer who uses the
railways. The conduct of the railways
has dn the past been to some extent arbi-
trary. Certainly those in charge seem
to have thought that the last person to-
be given consideration is the producer
in the country who sends his goods to-
the metropolitan market. I have been
in this House only five or six months,
but a great many of the complamts
brought under my notice by people in
the country have been on account of
trouble with the Railway Department. I
will give as an instance the case of a
man in my electorate who gains his
livelihood by growing cabbages. He:
sends down a large consignment of a.

- truck-load or more, which means a con-

siderable sum of money to him. That is
the last he sees of his cabbages. When
he makes his own representations to the:
Railway Department the replies he re-
ceives are in the first place evasive, and.
when he pursues the matter they are not
courteous. He saw me, and on my re-
commendation took some advice, where-
upon the department sheltered itself.
behind the fact that he was not insured.
Something of the same kind occurred
in connection with a truck or two trucks:
of fat bullocks consigned from my elec-
torate to the metropolitan market. They:
were taken into the rallway yards and
were kept in the trucks for forty-eight.
hours longer than they should have been,
so that not only was there absolute-
cruelty to animals, but depreciation in
the value of the stock. Had those bul--
locks arrived at Homebush at the proper
time they would have caught a good
market, which, as circumstances turned
out, they were unable to catch. Speaking-
as a country man, I say that the men
who come within the well-worn phrase,
the “backbone of the country,” should be
afforded more consideration. 1 could
multiply these illustrations. I could:
give the case of a man in the country’
who purchased goods in the city. They
have never yet reached him. He was.
givén a very brief and discourteous reply
from the department when he made re--
presentations to it. The department
should be responsible as common carriers
for the goods they undertake to deliver-
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to the people in the country, or under-
take to carry from the country for de-
livery in Sydney.

All these things have given rise to a
general feeling of dissatisfaction with
the railways, not with the bottom dog,
+he porter and others, but with those
in charge of the administration, those
in responsible positions, such as goods
managers and station-masters.  The
great volume of dissatisfaction with the
administration of the railway service
generally is not because of the acts or
omissions of the under-dog, the shunter,
getting a paltry wage of £2 10s. or £3
a week. The man who is really respon-
gible for all the dissatisfaction, who is
really responsible for the discourtesy and
dirty carriages and intolerable lavatories
sgpoken of by the hon. member for Bin-

:gara, is not the fifty-bob or three-pounds- -

‘a-week man, but the more highly-paid
‘man who does not do his duty, who does
not supervise properly. Those are the
men who are responsible for the feeling
that the travcller can get no attention
from railway employees unless he is the
head of a department or member of
Parliament. Then, as the hon. member
for Bingara says, they fall over them-
gelves in their effort to be polite. I
agree with the hon. member that if
they had been doing their duty all the
time it would not be necessary for them
to outdo themselves to display courtesy
when they found themselves confronted
“by the head of a department or member
-of Parliament. If they had been pur-
‘suing their duty with proper vigilance
‘they would not require that stir to
activity. This state of things affects
the department not only in its transport,
but in every other part of the service

where there are 2 number of hands em- -

ployed. That is the reason for the little
pin-pricks, the hundred and ome little
‘grievances, some so small that if they
‘could see the light of day they would
“fade away, but because they cannot they
eventually become magnified into some-
thing which causes great unrest amongst
the employees.

Here I wish to make a suggestion
which, if it were adopted, would, I be-
lieve, do away with a great deal of
trouble, probably the gigantic trouble we
have to-day. It is that the railways

[ M. Johnston.
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appeal court, which under the new
statute has given very great satisfaction
all round, might have its powers and
scope extended. The machinery of the
Industrial Arbitration Act is such that
it is expensive and difficult and generally
tedious for men to get their grievances
before the court. Where those grievances
are merely pin-pricks the probability is
that no workable indu%trial arbitration
machinery could be found under which
such trivial matters could. be inquired
into. But if this appeals board had its
powers extended, these little grievances
could be brought before it and investi-
zated without expense and delay. With
regard to wages boards, the success of a
large number of them has been that when
you have a broad-minded and capable

The Cwramryax: Order! The hon.
member is going outside the scope of the
question before the Committee. Any
matter which involves legislative enact-
ment cannot be discussed on these esti-
mates. The hon. member is permitfed to
discuss any matter relating to the admin-
istration of the railways, but he cannot
go into any questions involving the pass-
ing of legislation. [Committee counted.]

Mr. JOHNSTON; T merely want to -
commend to the Minister the suggestion
which 1 have made. It seems most extra-
ordinary that there should be an esti-
mated increase in the expenditure for.
this year of £608,667 over last year, con-
sidering that the tonnage carried over
the railways will be materially less than
last year. As regards wheat, one of the
higgest revenue-producing products car- .
ried on the railways, millions of bushels
will not be carried on the railways
during the next twelve months, for the
reason that shipping is not available for
its transport oversea. On account of
the terrible conflict that is going on in
Europe, commercial life is to a great
extent stagnated, and there will not ke
the velume of trade done that was done
two years ago or even last year. It is
extraordinary, therefore, that the cost of .
running the railways is going to increase
this year by the amount which I have
stated. I cannot see that the card sys-
tem introduced by Mr. Fraser is going
to increase expenditure by more than
from £27,000 to £30,000.
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Mr. Barn: There is an increase of
£88,000 in wages due to various awards!

Mr. JOHNSTON : Computing the in-
creased cost of the card system at about
£30,000, that only brings the increased
expenditure up to about £120,000. What
is going to absorb the balance of the in-
creased expenditure? I should like to
refer to a few of these increases. 1 find
that in the existing lines and mainten-
auce branch the number of inspeetors and
members of the clerical staff is increased
from 113 to 126, involving an additional
expenditure of about £3, 000 It is extra-
ordinary that there should be this.in-
crease in one branch alone at a time like
this, when the volume of the transport
business must decrease and the amount
of revenue earned by the railways pro-
porticnately decrease. I firsd that in each
branch there is an increase in the in-
specting and clerical staff. There may
be a reasonable explanation for this, but
at a time when our leading statesmen are
using every effort to secure economy,
when all the newspapers are advocating
the scraping together of every available
penny, in order. to provide the silver
bullet which we are told by Lloyd George
is going to be the great factor in defeat-
ing our enemies in the war, an explana-
tion should be given for this increase in
every branch of the Railway Department
—not in wages, although the Minister
has pointed out that there is an increase
of £88,000 for wages

Mr. Barn: Will the hon. member allow
me to correct that statement? The
£88,000 I referred to was the actual in-
crease 1n the tramway service. The
actual increase in the railway serv1ce
was no less than £759,452.

Mr. JOHNSTON: What I am now
referring to is the increase in the num-
ber of inspectors. It is most extraor-
dinary that at this crucial time, when
the whole nation is being urged to use
its last penny towards defeating our com-
mon enemy, there should be an increase
in every branch of this great department
in the number of inspectors and sub-
foremen. The Minister has referred to
the item “Towards payment of bonuses
to officers and employees for suggestions
adopted in connection with the improve-
ment of railway or tramway working or
appliances, £2,000.” That is a very laud-
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able thing. If an employee can show
that a certain piece of work can be done
better he should receive some of the
benefits that may accrue to the depart-
ment. The Minister might even go fur-
ther and create a patents branch, so as to
protect the interests of men who, under
present conditions, are prevented from
using their ability in devising more
economical ways of doing the work. At
present a foreman or sub-foreman may
steal a man’s ideas, and get the credit for
an invention that originated in the mind
of a humble employee. If the Minister
will do something to enable eraployees to
get the benefit of their ideas it will give
the men in the service an impetus to
work on lines that will develop this great
socialistic industry.

‘With regard to the item of “Manager,
City Railway, £600,” it seems to me ex~
traordinary that there should be a man-
ager of a city railway that does not exist.
The only part of that railway that exists
is the number of hideous sheds erected
for the machinery, and a few excavations
which have been completed. These have
given the city a most desolate appearance.
Take that part in front of the City Rail-
way Station. It should be a. thing of
beauty, but it is a hideous eyesore. An
unsightly fence has also been erected
round part of Hyde Park. I cannot un~
derstand why this item appeats on the
estimates, or what the manager is sup-
posed to be doing. If it is his duty to
inspect the hideous barricades 1 have
referred to he is earning his £600 very
casily.

My. WRIGHT (Willyama) [1.85 am. ]
It has been admitted that certain men
who the Commissioners found were not
fit to be retained in the service for vari-
ous reasons, such as defective eyesight or,
carlessness, have been put off under tha
rules laid down by the Commissioners. I
have nothing to say against that. Those
who manage the railways should look
after the public interest, and see that
competent men are in charze of the roll-
ing-stock,, That should ke done for the
purpose of protecting not only human:
life but property also. It isa well-known
fact that, should a railway accident
occur, the Commissioners are liable if it
is proved to the satisfaction of the judge
and jury thet the Commissioners have
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not exercised proper control over the ser-
vice. If an accident should happen while
incompetent men are in charge of an en-
gine, it is open to any person to prove
to the court that the Commissioners
stated that on-such a date these men were
discharged for defective vision or care-
lessness or for some other reason which
rendered them incompetent to carry out
their duties. I take it the Railway Com-
missioners are within their rights in pro-
tecting the public interest by seeing that
their staff is competent to do its work.
The Commissioners have no right to put
any man back because there happens to
be a strike on, if he is not competent.
Men have been discharged by the Com-
missioner because he thought an accident
might happen as the result of having in-
competent men in the service. If an ac-
cident should happen under such circum-
stances any person affected would have no
difficulty in getting a verdict against the
Commissioners in a court of law.
T warn the Commissioners that there is
very grave danger not only to human
lives, but to the finances of the country.
I was a witness of that awful disaster at
-Exeter. It was proved to the satisfaction
of the Commissioners that certain men
who were responsible for that accident
were not fit to be entrusted with the care
of a train. Those men are on the trains
again. Itis a very serious position for
the Railway Commissioners te take up.
There is one matter in connection with
‘the railway management which deserves
consideration, and that is the oil question.
T see no provision in the estimates for oil,
but the cost of oil in connection with the
running of engines must be enormous. If
the Commissioners were really desirous of
conserving the interests of the people,
they would plant castor-oil trees and pre-
pare their own oil, instead of buying faked
stuff, the use of which is responsible for
heated engines. There are three grades
of oil, and very often oil of second-
grade quality is sold as cold-drawn,
with the result that we have heated boxes
and general inefficiency in the.running of
the rolling-stock., 1f the Commissioners
would grow their own trees—and there
are many localities suitable—they would
save an enormous amount of money to
the State. I submit this suggestion for
their consideration. According to the
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estimates the cost to the railways this
year is to be £8,455,000. I know that
portion.of the increased cost is due to the
increased wages. About that I make no
comment. What I do complain of is the
disproportionate amount of the expenses
of management. The first two or three
totals under the head of “ Working Ex-
penses,” £9,999, £19,986, and £44,898,
are exclusively for salaries. It is desir-
able that in preparing the estimates the
amount required for wages and the amount
required for salaries should be separately
stated, in order that we may be able
to ascertain and .compare the cost of the
two services. Insubmitting the estimates
in one lump sum, it seems to e there is
only one purpose to be served, and that is
to disguise the real cost of supervision. I
do not suggest that we should not pay for
effective supervision, or that wages should
be cut down; but there are too many
drones. We want fewer supervisors and
better men. Then in regard to the £23,000
for extra foremen, which is an addition
to the estimates, we were told by the
Minister that these were not extra men,
but men taken from the workshops. If
those extra foremen were taken from the
workshops other men must have been
appointed to fill their places. I am sur-
prised that the Minister should try and
force such stuff down our throats.

‘Mr. Barn: The fact remains that we
did not put on extra men !

Mr. WRIGHT : Extra men may not
have been.put on yet, but when the strike
is over it will be necessary to appoint men
to fill the places of those working at the
lathe and the forge who have been selected
for duties of supervision.

M¢. Barn: This was done before the
strike took place, and other men in the
shops filled the positions without other
men being put on!

Myr. WRIGHT : Then the assumption
is that there were men in the shops who
were of nouse. In order to carry out the
proposals of the Railway Commissioners
an expenditure of £23,000 is involved in
connection with the Eveleigh workshops
alone, but whether the appointment of
the additional foremen will result in
£23,000 worth of additional work being
got out of the men remains to be seen.
I suppose the only excuse the Railway
Commissioners have for appointing these
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‘sub-foremen is that they believe they will
‘be able to make more than £23,000 by
the extra work they will get out of the
amen by introducing what is known asthe
Taylor card system. If the workmen had
been working fairly previously, the intro-
duction of the Taylor card system here
‘must result in sweating the men, the same
as it has resulted in sweating men else-
where, and driving them to the cemetery
before their time. I do not think that
the action of the Railway Commissioners
in this matter is in the interests of the
country. On one cccasion when Taylor
interrogated an employer in America who
had put this system in operation where it
failed, and was told how he had brought
it into operation, Taylor said to him,
“You made a mistake in bringing the
whole system into operation at once. You
should have introduced it gradually.” T
suppose that our Railway Commissioners
are trying to introduce the system gradu-
-ally ; but it is the Taylor system they are
introducing.

Mr., Hoskins: No!

Mr. WRIGHT : It is the Taylor sys-
tem. I know more about this particular
‘kind of work than the hon. member does.
The Taylor system is a speeding-up sys-
tem which makes men prematurely aged.
As a young man I worked in Awmerica and
-was so fagged at the conclusion of my
week’s work on the Saturday night that
I could hardly move on Sunday. The
Railway Commissioners have not shown
discretion in introducing such a system
here. They have caused an upheaval
which is a sorry thing for all concerned,
and should not have heen brought about
in such a country as this, more particu-
larly during the present awful war. If
Mr. Lucy’s statement was true —1 have
not heard it contradicted—that at the
Eveleigh workshops the work was done
as cheaply and well as in any private
firm, there was certainly no need to alter
the system. If, on the other hand, Mr.
Lucy’s statement was not true he ought
fiot to be retained in his present position
after making an untrue statement. No
alterationin theconditions under which the
men had been working in the Government
workshops should have been made during
the currency of the war. Those manag-
ing a large undertaking such as the rail-
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ways should not be deficient in tact, and
should not show a want of that sympathy
which should exist between employer and
employee. The Railway Commissioners
are practically in the position of em-
ployers. According to my experience, an
employer who is a bully does not get so

‘much work out of his employees as does

an employer who has a sympathetic feel-
ing towards those whom he employs. I
have worked for all classes of employers ;
I have also carried out contracts. When
carrying out those contracts I have,
without any bullying, got as much work
from the men I employed as could have
been obtained by any employer who was
a bully. When the Railway Commis-
sioners were appointed last year it was
stated that each Commissioner would
have a different department to control,
but now everything appears to be con-
trolled by the Chief Railway Commis-
sioner. It seems to me that he is
incompetent to carry out the work
entrusted to him. It was a sorry
day for this couniry when he was
appointed to the position he now holds.
Hundreds of people know it to their cost
—not only the strikers, but also business
andother people,whoare seriously affected
by the present awful sirike, which was
brought about by the Chicf Railway Com-
missicner introducing a new system con-
trary to a promise he had made. Most
of the awards which have been given in
the Arbitration Court have been consested
by the Chief Railway Commissioner, who
has appealed to the High Court against
them. The hon. member for Sturt men-
tioned the fact that when he waited upon
the Chief Railway Commissioner in regard
to'some trouble with fettlers at Broken
Hill the Chief Railway Commissioner
refused to receive a deputation about the
matter, This high and mighty man said,
“They are well paid, and have a soft job.”
The Chief Railway Commissioner should

. go to Russia to manage something there.

He should not bein Australia. I question
whether he would be allowed to live long
in Russia. We in Australia are a quiet
law-abiding people, but there is a good
deal of determination in the character of
the Australian, and he will not allow
himself to be put upon too long. The
Chief Railway Commissioner ought to
know -this well enough. Some men, n
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account of their domineering attitude, are
not fit to manage men. A man may be an
excellent engineer or accountant, and give
good service in that capacity, but when he
has to supervise the work of other men
there is sometimes a want of sympathy on
his part towards them. Men are not mere
machines. At the present time they are
largely machine tenders. You may work
a piece of iron all right, but you cannot
make a human being work just as you
like. All human beings are not alike
We all have our idiosyncrasies. In my
opinion the Chief Railway Commissioner
has proved himself totally incompetent.
He has shown that he is unable to man-
age our gigantic railway service. Sup-
posing, for the sake of argument, that
he wins his way out in the present
struggle, what will happen? The
people will be dissatisfied. What is
happening now will happen again. I
have seen many strikes in Australia, and
many before I came here; and generally

the men have won in the long run. Mr.
Fraser has done one gool thing. His
action has consolidated the men. He

thinks that he has wrecked them, but even-
tually they will become more consolidated
than ever. In all these upheavals, after
the first awful Wreckage that occurs, the
good results are secn, and eventually the
men in the over-alls come out on top. In
a young country like this everything
should be rosy, and any man who intro-
duces a system that causes an industrial
upheaval is an enemy to his kind.

I notice that the provision for the soli-
citor and staff has been increased from
£5,198 last year to £5,286. This is a
very important branch, because the Chief
Commissioner is not satisfied with the
awards of the Arbitration Court, and has
to utilise the services of his solicitor to
contest them. If the Chief Commissioner
would rest satisfied with the findings of

the Arbitration Court, which ought to be

good enough for him as a public servant,
all the solicitor would have to d» would
be to settle claims in respect to a~cidents,
and it would not be necessary to incur
such heavy expense as at present. Does
the Chief Commissioner ever think of a
workman having to subsist on 10s. a day
while he is drawing his £3,000 per
annum? He bhas no consideration for

[M r. Wright.
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those under him, and that is where he
fails. It is inhumane to appeal against
any decision of the Arbitration Court
which awards men more than 12s. per day,
because it is impossible for working-men
t7 bring up their families decently on less
than that amount.

Mr. Ley : What would you give single
men }

Mr. WRIGHT : It is impossible to
differentiate between single men and
married men so far as wages are con-
cerned. The policy of this country should
be to encourage men t> marry, and I
believe that the Railway Commissioners
have weeded cut the single men and given
preference to married men. It would be
far better for this country if every man
married when he reached the age of 22.

This strike has been prepared for by the
Railway Commissioners. At no time in
the history of the railways have they had
such large stocks of coal, and this is a
clear indication that trouble was expected
by the Commiss’oners. The men were not
expecting trouble. They did not want
trouble, but pin-pricks were going on all
the time, and the Commissioners, who
knew that trouble was brewing, brought
things to a head by appointing a lot of
additional sub-foremen and introducing
the card system. I know that for some
considerable time past some of the union
officials have had to hold their men back,
and have had all they could do to keep
them at work. Men have been called
upon at 6 o’clock, and have nob been per-
mitted to start work until 12 o’clock, and
until this and other similar conditions are
altered the Commissioners will not be able
to get the best out of the men. A man
requires to be well fed and well treated to
make himn contented. :

Mr. STuarT-RoBERTSON : That is what
they are doing with the men at the Cricket
COround ! ‘

Mr. WRIGHT : That opens up another
question. The Railway Commissioners
havethought fitto get men to take the place
of thestrikers. These men have been called
+‘loyalists,” and provision will have to be
made on the next estimates for the beer
with which they are now being supplied ;
but no doubt the item will be put before
us in a disguised form. These estimates
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are not presented as they should be. W(,
cannot ascertain the actual cost of super-
vision, and the position is not made as clear
asit should be. There should benodisguise
as to what is going on in the public service.
I am not blaming this Government any
more than previous Governments. They
have all been doing the same thing, and
it seems impossible to .stop them until
there is some combination made to do so;
but I hope the time will come when things
will be made so clear that those who run
may read, and there will be no suspicion
of anything being hidden. Ministers will
then receive the respect which they do
not have now from me. [Committee
counted.] '

Mr.OSBORNE(Paddington)[2.14a.m.]:
There are no estimates, I suppose, which
will excite more discussion at this period
of the year than those now before the
Committee. Whilst I do not propose to-
night to go into the merits or demerits of
the industrial dispute which is now raging
under railway administration, I do want to
draw attention to what I consider to be
some glaring inaccuracies appearing in the
estimates. T wish to direct the Minister’s
attention to practically the first item oue
the estimate—that is, the cost of carrying
on the general establishment. I have been
perusing the last annual report of the
Railway Commissioners, and I find that
according to their own fignres there is, as
a matter of fact, a reduction——

Notice taken that there. was hot a
quorum present,

The House resumed,

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzearrick : 1 desire to
direct your attention, sir, to the fact
that we had a quorum. One hon. mem-
ber, who sat in the Chamber after the
call for a quorum was made, went out of
the Chamber and left us withoutaquorum.

. Mr. SpeakEr : The hon. member knows
that I cannot take notice of anything
* that occurred in Committee unless it is
reported. I can take notice only of what
transpires in the House. Thers is a
quorum present.

In C’ommitte_e: .
My, J.C. L.FITZPATRICK : Tmove:

That the hon. member for Paddington be
not further heard.
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The Committee div-ided: .
Ayes, 26 ; noes, 15; majority, 11,
AYES,

Arthur, Dr. R.
Ball, R. T.

Bennett, W.
Buttenshaw, E. A,
Cocks, A. A. C.
Crane, J. T.

Ir d“lc]’ I

Fltzpatl 1ck J.C. L.
Hall, D. I

Millard, W, ‘
Morton, Harry
I\xcholson Lt -Col.
Qakes, C. W

Onslow Col. J. W.M,
Storey, D.

Walker, R. B.
Wearne, W. E.
Weaver, R. W. D,

Hosluns HAN Ziuill, W.A:

Hunt, J. C.

Lane, H. W, Tellers,

Latimer, W. I, Bruntnell, A,

Ley, T. J. : Graff, A.
Nozs.

Davies, W. Mutch, T. D,

Doyle, J.W. Osborne. J. P,

Gardiner, A R. Storey, J.

Hickey, Simon

Johnston, V.C.R.W,

Kearsley, W.
Koegan T.
ang, J. T.
McKell W. J.

Stuart-Robertson,
R.J.

Tellers,-
Burke, M.
McGirr, P. M.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Mr.

STUART-ROBERTSON (Cam-.

perdown){2.25 a.m.]: Mr. Chairman——-
Mr. J.C. L. FITZPATRICK: I move:
That the hon. member be not further heard.
The Committee divided :
Ayes, 27 ; noes, 20 ; majority, 7.

: Aves.
Arthur, Dr. R. Ley, T. J.
Ball, R, T. Millard, W.

Bennett W
Br untnell. A.

* Cocks, A. A. C.

Colquhoun, P. B.

Morton, Harry
Nicholson, Lt.-Col. .
QOakes, C. W.

‘Onslow, Col.J. W. M.

Crane, J. T. Storey, D.
Fallick, J. Walker, R. B.
Fitzpatrick, J. C. L. Wearne, W. E.
Hall, D. R. Weaver, R. W. D.
Hoskins, T. J. Zuill, W. A

"Hunt, J. C. Tellers,

Lane, H. W. Buttenshaw E. A.
Latimer, W. F Graff, A

. NoEs.
Brookfield, P. McGirr, P. M.

" Davies, W. McKell, W. J.
Dooley, J. Mutch, T. D,
Doyle, J. W. Osborne, J. P.
Histell, J. Storey, J.
Gardiner. A. R. Stuart-Robertson,
Hickey, Simon R.J.
Johnston, V.C.R.W, Wright. J.
Kearsley, W. Tellers,
Keegan, T. ' Burke, M.

Lang, J. T. Quirk, J. P.

Question so fesolved in the affirmative.
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Mr. J. W. DOYLE (Phillip) [2.29
am.]: It is remarkable that in a
serene atmosphere like this we should
be discussing estimates of the depart-
mént responsible for the greatest up-
heaval in this State and probably in
Australia. T have travelled for some
considerable time on the railways of
this State, and long before I had any
aspirationy to become a member of this
House I was struck with the way in
which the railways were administered.
Take for instance the McDonaldtown
railway-station, which is absolutely use-
less. For the last ten or twelve years I
have not seen more than twd passengers
either alight from or enter the train at
that station, and I have very often seen
the train pull up within 20 or 380 yards
of the station, then crawl into it, and

. after stopping the scheduled time, draw

out again. That is an absolute waste of
time, and a great inconvenience to pas-
sengers.

I have asked a question bearing on
the matter of the payment to railway
servants who enlisted of the difference
between their military and railway pays,
and I am anxiously awaiting an answer.
The railway servants of this State were
promised that the difference between
their military and railway pays would
be made up by the Government, but it
has come to my knowledge that, in the
case of men who enlisted from the Rail-
way Department, and made the supreme
sacrifice in fighting for the cause of the
Empire, their dependents upon applica-
tion at the Railway Commissioners’
office have been refused that accumulated
pay which was promised when their un-
fortunate relatives enlisted. If that is

the policy of this win-the-war Govern-

ment I have very poor hopes regarding
the recruiting movement in this State.

It would appear that nearly all the
increases which are shown in these esti-
mates are to be given to members of the
salaried staff only. Clerks, and guards,
and signalmen are certainly included,
but the estimates do not show what pro-
portion of the increases is to be made to
the salaried staff. I take sircry; excep-
tion to the way in which the estimates
are placed before us for our considera-
tion. They are framed in a very un-
brsinesslike manner, and T trust that we
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shall next year see an alteration for the
better in ‘this respect.” I notice that
there is an .increase of approximately
£150,000 in the item ‘“Refreshment
rooms—salaries and wages of staff, stores
and materials, and other expenses in
connection therewith.” There has not
been any explanation by '‘the Minister
of this large increase. There is alto-
gether an increase of £600,000 odd over
last year’s expenditure,,and. no explana-
tion has been forthcoming as to why
this increase is necessary. 1 hope the
Minister will be good enough to explain
the reason for this huge increase.

Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [2.36
am.]: During the last few years certain
innovations have been made in the Rail-
way Department, and I am going to
suggest another innovation, and that is
that it would be a very good thing if the
Chief Railway Commissioner, like the
other heads of the other public depart-
ments, were in attendance behind the
Chair during the passing of these esti-
mates. I am certain that if that gentle-
man were present during ecriticism of
the railway estimates he would get much
valuable information.

Wlhe Cmamyan: Order!

Mr. GARDINER: A very noticeable
thing is the habit which the Railway
Commissioners have recently developed
of travelling from centre to centre and
delivering addresses to different sections
of the community. The eloguence which
they have displayed would do credit to
members of Parliament. They have
gone amongst the farmers and deplored
the necessity for increasing fares and
freights, pointing out that that was due
to inefficiency, and even worse faults on
the part of the rank and file in the rail-
way service. After leaving their farmer
friends, they have gone to the employees
and patted them on the back as being
one of the most efficient staffs in the
world. Both statements cannot be true,
but I rather believe the latter. The
leader of the Opposition quoted from two
reports*this evening. The report of 1912
showed that the production of engines
at Eveleigh is very creditable compared
with the work done in private establish-
ments. The other report contained the
evidence given by Mr. Lucy to the effect
that there is no leakage in the Eveleigh -
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workshop. Those reports are of recent
date, and are directly opposed to state-
ments made by the Chief Commissioner
and members of the Government since
the strike started. - The question of the
lack of efficiency or carelessness has been
referred to, especially in connection with
the North Shore station and the mar-
shalling yards at Darling Harbour. I
may mention a case at Newcastle. Seven
or eight years ago, when Mr. Johnson
was Chief Commissioner, he had one
hoist erected at Newcastle, but the other
two have been on the scrap-heap ever
since. These hoists cost about £70,000
each, so the three of them represent a
loss of £210,000 to the State. The rail-
way managers would be better engaged
if, instead of running about the country,
.they attended to the savings that would
be effected by seeing that ‘the heads of
the departments understood their busi-
.ness and carried out their duties effi-
ciently. If they had done so the present
unseemly dispute between the managers
and the men would very likely not have
occurred.

I have noticed that in recent years
-the Commissioners have developed a de-
sire to concern themselves about the
wages paid to the staff. It should not
be the concern of the Commissioners

what wages men working with a shovel-

are getting. The award made in con-
nection with any section of the railway
service should not be the concern of the
Commissioners, but of the officers under
-them. I will read from a report in a
recent paper in regard to an award given
“which affected a large number of railway
servants:

Judgment has been given in the case of
W. Clancey, a blacksmith’s striker, who
claimed a balance of wages said to be due
to him by the Railway Commissioners.
.The claim had been allowed by the indus-
trial ‘magistrate, and against this the
Commissioners appealed.

The decision previously given by the
court was that the rates and prices fixed
‘by the award of the State board would
.apply under the section, provided the
work was similar and done under similar
circumstances.

.Judge Rolin upset that decision, and
.8aid that section 26 did not apply. His
Judgment affected the-wages of thousands
.of railway employees who followed the
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occupation of a blacksmith’s striker., If
men engaged in that occupation through-
out theé whole Commonwealth are en-
titled to those wages surely the railway
employees engaged in the same occupa-
tion are also entitled to them. The
wages paid by private establishments are
higher than those paid in the railway
service. I have a case in mind where
a man in the railway service was getting
8s. 6d. a day. He was asked to provide
his own shovel. As he had a wife and
family to keep he could not do so, and
he asked the department to provide the
shovel. He was suspended for not obey-
ing orders. He then went to the steel
works in Newcastle, where he got 11s. 9d.
a day for doing the same kind of work.
He was well known in the railway ser-
vice. '

Some time ago the railway refresh-
ment-rooms were taken over by the Rail-
way Department. They appointed as
head an estate agent named Hunt, who
had no knowledge of the business, and
gave him an increase of salary. This
officer appointed his own friends and
relations to positions in the department
without regard to their fitness, with the
result that affairs soon became chaotic.
Let me quote an instance of the sort of
thing that occurred: A man was em-
ployed in charge of one of the refresh-
ment-rooms. On account of his wife’s
sickness he sent in his resignation.
Whilst his case was under consideration
a complaint was lodged about the way
in which the refreshment-room was con-
ducted. In the meantime the man re-
signed, and a successor was appointed.
The complaint was answered by the
estate agent in charge to the effect that
it had been noted, that the man in charge
had been-dismissed and a new man ap-
pointed. Whilst that was the answer
given, the man against whom the com-
plaint was made had upon his resigna-
tion obtained credentials from his
That is one example of
what is going on under the eyes of the
Railway Commissioners without their
There is one other matter
I would appeal to the Minister to con-
gider. I realise how difficult it is to get

efficient men to take charge of the trams

and trains, but it has been brought

-under my notice by some merabcrs of the
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travelling public that men are filling
these positions who are absolutely un-
qualified. I have a number of names
of men whose cases I hope the Minister
will inquire into, and give a guarantee
that they will be removed from the
trains which they are running, in some
cases I believe without help of any kind.
They are Carpenter, Cornwall, Thomp-
son, O’Brien, ILeighton, and others.
These men have been in charge of trains
as engine-drivers and firemen in and
about Newcastle, and some of them on
mail trains to the great danger of the
travelling public. I trust the Minister
will see that the Railway Commissioners
take Immediate steps to remove the
danger with which the travelling public
is threatened.

Colonel ONSLOW (Bondi) [2.55
am.]: I came in to listen to the leader
of the Opposition in this debate, antiei-
pating that I should hear something
worth listening to. I heard the hon.
member, in a long and involved argu-
ment, attempt to make out ‘that some-
thing was wrong with the administration
of the railways. No doubt there is
something wrong, and what has been
wrong has been that for a consider-
able time past a number of workmen
have been engaged in the railway work-

shops who were not worth the salt they .

had with their meals from the stand-
point of the amount of work they did
for the pay they received from the pub-
lic. Several hon. members have more
than hinted in the course of the debate
" that the present industrial dislocation—
I think that is the term wused in the
arbitration courts, on the Opposition
benches, and in other places in the
State—was due to the mismanagement
of the men responsible for the adminis-
tration of the railways, and that the de-
ficit which unfortunately is known to
exist in the railway finances was attri-
butable to the same cause. As regards
the industrial dislocation by which it
was attempted to paralyse the railway
systein, that was entirely due to the
machinations of hon. members opposite,
or at all events to the people whom they
represent. The hon. member for New-
castle, who supports no party, who was
returned by the vote of both parties, and
whose political principles apparently be-
[Mr. Gardiner,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ratlways.

gin and end with his retaining his seat
in this Chamber, and the emoluments at-

-tached thereto, read out a list of names

of men alleged to be working on trains
but who are not qualified to do so, and
appealed to the Government to see that
the public was preserved from this press-
ing danger. Let me inform the hon.
member that the Railway Commissioners
and the Government are responsible for
the administration of the railways, and
that the public requirements demand
that the railway wheels shall be kept
running. The railway wheels have con-
tinued running in spite of the declama-
tions, machinations, wishes, and in-
trigues of hon. gentlemen opposite and
the people they represent.

The Cuamaman: Order!

Colonel ONSLOW : It appears to me
that hon. members opposite are some-
what disappointed. They sit with the
shadow of defeat upon them. The rail-
ways and tramways are still running,
and will continue to run in spite of all
that hon. members opposite may do and
say. As to the present position of
the railway service, it .appears to me
that a certain political faction, drunk
with power which they were unfit to pos-
sess, and suddenly dispossessed of that
power v

The CuamrMaxn: Order! I prevented
hon. members on the Opposition side
from going into the question of the
strike except so far as they attempted to
prove that the strike was brought about
by some mismanagement on the part of
somebody connected with the railways.
The hon. member can do that if he
wishes, but I cannot allow him to go
into the history and progress of the pre-
sent industrial trouble. I refused to
allow Lon. members on the other side to
do it. T hope that the hon. member will
make his remarks strictly relevant to
the question before the Chair.

Colonel ONSLOW: I was attempting
to disprove the arguments of hon. mem-
bers opposite. I desire to say a word or
two in approbation of the present ad-
ministration of the railways. I think
that the Minister for Railways, -hon.
members opposite, all the people con-
nected with the public life, of this State
in any shape or form, and the whole pubs
lic of New South Wales are under ain
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eternal debt of gratitude to the present
Chief Railway Commissioner, who has
proved himself to .be very capable and
thoroughly fittéd to maintain the rail-
way service. In spite of vast difficulties
which have been thrown in his way by
traitors, pro-Germans, pro-Boers, and
others of that breed, he has succeeded
in keeping the railways running. He
has supplied the public with an excellent
and admirable service in spite of the
efforts of all the traitors.

* "An HoN. MeMBER: Why do you not
sack him? :

Colonel ONSLOW: The Chief Rail-
way Commissioner will shortly be en-
gaged in sacking or refusing to take
back friends of the hon. member who
has just interjected.

"The CHARMAN: Order!

"Colonel ONSLOW: At the present
monient I have in my pocket three let-
ters from people who happen to be resid-
ing in my electorate, and until lately
were employed in the railway and tram-
way service—three typical letters beg-
ging me to intercede on their behalf and
use my influence to get the Railway
Commissioners to take them back. These
men have tried to get back and been
refused, one of them because he has been
spending a week or ‘two intimidating
former employees in the railway service
who wished to resume work. Now he is
doing his best to get back into the ser-
vice himself, and has applied to me to
assist him to get back. Another letter
is from a man who has been using those
very beautiful words “scab” and “black-
leg” with great freedom, thereby induc-
ing men.to leave the railway service.
Strangely enough, he now desires to get
"back to his previous position as tram-
driver somewhere in the eastern suburbs;
but for some reason the Railway Com-
missioners have refused to re-employ
him, and he finds that he is in danger
of losing employment altogether.

An Hovx. MeMBeEr: He lives at Bondi!

Coloncl ONSLCW: I do not know
where he lives, and do not care. I only
know that he has asked me to get him

reinstated in the service. I am sure that-

before many days are out I shall receive
a great many more letters of the same
sort, and every hon. membér will receive
many such letters. There is scarcely an
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hon. member on this side of the House
who has not a letter of that kind in his
pocket or has had personal applications
from men anxious to resume employ-
ment in the railway or tramway service.

The Cuammax: Order! I hope the
hon. member will not pursue that line of
argument any further. I do not think it
is strictly relevant to the question before
the Chair—the administration of the
railways. The hon. member may make
a reference to cases of that kind, but I
will not allow him to go into them in
detail because he would really be doing
what I prevented hon. members on the
other side from doing—that is, going into
details of the present industrial trouble.
I ask the hon. member to confine his
remarks to what concerns the manage-
ment of the railways.

Colonel ONSLOW : In conclusion, T
merely wish to congratulate the admin-
istration of the Railway Department,
and also the Government, upon the
admirable service that the public are at
present receiving. It is a fortunate
thing that we should have in the public
service men who can keep a stiff upper
lip and who will not flinch from doing
their duty, despite -the political abuse
and prejudice of which they have been
made the objects by an unprincipled
gang of professional politicians.

Mr. DOOLEY (Hartley) [8.12 am.]:
T intend to allow the remarks of the hon.
member for Bondi to pass as unworthy
of notice. There is no question that has
greater claims to our serious considera-
tion than the management and adminis-
tration of our greatest national service.
It is our duty to closely examine every
item of these estimates and to assure
ourselves that our biggest. State under-
taking is managed well and carefully in
the interests of the people. , We all know
that a considerable loss is being incurred
in the working of our railways. There
must be come reason for this, but so far
we .have not had any explanation from
the Minister, who should be able to- tell
us why the railways are not being run
at a profit. T do not argue that we should
charge exorbitant rates for the carriage
of goods or passengers, or that in a coun-
try like this, with an enormous territory
and scattered population, we should run
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our railways solely with a view to making
a profit and bolstering up the revenue.
But T believe that the railways could be
Tun at a fair margin of profit if we had
good management and good organising
brains at the head of affairs capable of
dealing with big questions in a big way.
Weé do not now possess the necessary
efficient directing forces. The present
state ¢f chaos would not exist if we had
men of the capacity required for the
successful administration of this great
department. Every man who uses the
railwoys or comes into contact with the
men must know that for years past the
whole service has been seething with dis-
"_content. Among the fettlers, who receive
miserable pay, the porters, station-mas-
ters, and the members of the mechanical
staffs there has been great discontent for
a very long time. The whole basis of
working is wrong, and some effort shouid
be made by the Government, which is re-
sponsible to the people, to arrive at a
satisfactory solution of the trouble. M.
F¥raser is a man who, as an engineer, has
done some good work, but has also com-
mitted great blunders which, if he had
been in private employment, would
surely have brought about his dismissal.
When he was-in charge of the work of
laying down a new track in place of the
Zig-zag on the Western line cuttings were
put in at his instigatiop which after-
wards had to be abandoned and which
involved the department in very heavy
loss. Any man of reasonable ability
would have been able to realise that mis-
takes were being made, and would have
been able to apply the remedy at a much
earlier stage. With regard to the Assist-

ant Commissioners, I believe that the late-

Mr. Milne, who was a traffic man, was a

good organiser in his own department,.

and in many respects he justified his
appointment. Of Mr. Fox I know very
little. Mr. Cann we knew in this House
as a fairly capable man, and he was re-
spected by all, though I do not think
anybody could argue that he had any-
thing like the necessary detail knowledge
of rajlway affairs to justify a Govern-
ment in appointing him to the position
of an administrator in that department.
We all know that the present Govern-
ment was afraid that if it did not ap-
point Mr. Cann-

[Mr. Dooley.
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The CHARMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ker is not entitled to go into the ques-
tion of the motives which actuated the
(Government in appointing Mr. Cann. 1
shall not prevent his discussing that
gentleman’s  qualifications, but the
motives of the Government which ap-
pointed him are certainly irrelevant to
the question before the Committee.

Mr. DOOLEY: With all due respect,
1 do think it is my right to express the
views 1 possess regarding the qualifica~
tions of every employee in the railway
service. :

Th: CHAlRMAN: I have already said
that I shall not prevent the hon. member
discussing the qualifications of Mr. Cann
or anybody else in the railway service;
but T certainly will not permit him to go
into the question of the motives which
actuated the Government in the appoint-
ment of Mr. Cann. °

Mr. DOOLEY : I quite realise that the.
motives behind the Government’s action
cannot be discussed exhaustively; but T
do contend, with due respect, that I am
entitled to incidentally refer to them,
and to ask the Government responsible
for the appointment of officers to the
service what was the reason they ap-
pointed a certain man to .a- particular
position, and what were his qualifica-
tions.

The CHAIRMAN: I have ruled that the

- hon. member cannot discuss the motives

of the Government in appointing Mr.
Cann. If T permit him to discuss Mr.
Cann’s- qualifications, that is all I can
permit him to do.

Mr. DOOLEY: I will obey your
ruling, as L have obeyed every ruling
that has.been given in this House since I
have been here. These estimates clearly
provide for the whole management of the
railways, and I think I am permitted to
discuss it.

Mr. Bain: It is not on the estimates!

Mr. DOOLEY : Whether that is so or
not, the management of the railways has-
been discussed on the estimates for years
past. The administration of the railways.
has been such- that I think I am safe in

" saying the great majority of the em~

ployees have for a considerable time been
living and working in a. state of more:
than ordinary discontent. This discon-
tent has:not been. grappled with by: the:
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management, and we have now reached a
stage at which those responsible for the
higher administration require not one
qualification, as was the case previously,
but iwo. First, they must understand
what they are managing; and, secondly,
ithey must understand how to deal pro-
perly with the people who are carrying
out the work of the industry with which
ihey are concerned. On the one hand,
the capacity of the administration and
its knowledge of the particular work is
doubted by the public generally, as well
as by the officers of the department. On
the other hand, the method of dealing
with the employees has been deplorable,
to say the least. We know that some of
the superintendents have done their work
well; others have been responsible for
appointing themselves, as it were, to look
after their own particular districts in a
way which has not given the best results,
but in a despotie, tyrannical way, and in
many instances, instead of doing their

work, they seem to have been continu- -

cusly employed in trying to catch men
in petty offences of such infinitesimal
importance that it has not been worth
while wasting paper in asking for reports
upon them:. We all know that the system of
appointing additional inspectors to watch
men and the travelling public has been
increasing to such an extent that many
are' of opinion the inspectors’ services
could be used more advantageously to the
community. Let me give a case in point.
Quite recently a man got into the train
at Katoomba to go to Wentworth Falls,
two stations away. He had a- second-
class ticket, but seeing some friends in a
first-class compartment, he decided to
join.them. He was caught. He did not
get an opportunity of paying excess fare,
but was brought before the court at
Katoomba for attempting to travel with-
out paying the necessary 2d.. The
magistrate held that it was such.a trifling
matter that the railway employees would
have been better employed than in look-
ing for a man who was trying to do the
department out of 2d. This man,
whose name is Watson, had been to the
war and was in a consumptives’ home.
Although his life was not lost on the bat-
tlefield he there contracted:a.disease from
the effects of which he will probably lose
his life within a few months. The Rail-
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way Department decided not to accept
excess fare from him, but to take him
before the court and send their highly-
paid officers to waste their time and the
money of the public. T believe there
were three officers engaged at the court
all day at an expenditure of, I suppose, £3,
to see if they could manage to send a re-
turned soldier to gaol for the sake of
2d. That kind of thing has been going -
on for such a long time.that the magis-
trate decided he. would not conviect
the returned soldier for evading the pay-
ment. When I see these things going on
and the public money wasted ; when I see
officers who have nothing else to do, I
must come to the conclusion that there
18 something materially wrong in the
management of the railways. Travelling
in a first-class carriage on a second-class
ticket from Katoomba to Wentworth
Falls is not a crime.

Before the industrial upheaval took
place a number of inspectors were ap-
pointed on the trams. The number in--
creased abnormally. I hold the view that
each time a man is taken away from
useful work and appointed to watch
over people it is making it more diffi-
cult for the service to pay. Inspectors

_have been appointed for the purpose of

catching newspaper boys who ride on the
trams to sell their papers between one
stopping-place and another. If a paper-
boy jumps on a tram and tries to sell a
paper between King-street and Market-
street there is an inspector to catch him.
On one day recently seven boys, on the
next five boys, and on the next four boys,
were brought before the Children’s Court
charged with-this offence. One who was
brought up Was charged with travelling
20 yards on a tram to sell a paper,
and his poor old mother had to'go to the
court to watch over him. To employ a
staff of inspectors for the sole purpose
of endeavouring to catech those boys. is
absurd. One boy, as I say, was proved:to
have travelled 20 yards.
“Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick : That is not
true!’
" Mr. DOOLEY: It is true. The case-
was dismissed on the ground that it was
too trivial. ] '
Mr. J. C. L. FirzraTrICK: Assuming
that that sort of thing is dome, is-it not
more for- the protection of the boys?
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They might meet with an accident and
the Tramway Department would be held
responsible!

“Mr. DOOLEY: I do not admit that.
As far as that is concerned it might
apply in the suburbs or even in the city
to boys jumping on and off moving trams.

The Cramyan: I ask the hon. mem-
ber not to go into further detail in re-
gard to these cases. It has been ruled
in the House that in Committee it is not
competent for an hon. member to go into
a number of cases in connection with a
department and discuss them in detail
because it would lead to interminable dis-
cussion. It has been ruled that there
is no objection to an hon. member re-
ferring briefly and incidentally to some
case or line of cases. I shall ask the
hon. member not to pursue this line of
argument further. .

. Mr. DOOLEY: I desire to enter my
semphatic protest against the railway and
-tramway management.appointing a host
-of inspectors for the particular purpose
.of endeavouring to catch people for petty
crimes instead of employing the services
of those officials in a more useful direc-
tion. These newspaper boys find it
necessary to jump on the trams in order
to sell their papers, and it is unfair and
wunreasonable to require them to pay
fares for the short distances which they
~travel. If these officials were put in
~positions for which they are suited it
-would be more advantageous to the de-

-partment and the State, and T hope the

Minister will see if a system cannot be
instituted by which the best results will
“be obtained not only from the poorly-
paid labourers in the railwag and tram-
-way -services, but from the Chief Com-
-missioner downwards. If such a system
‘as that were established the Railway
“Commissioners would be able to reduce
+he fares instead of increasing them.
T take the strongest objection to the
method adopted by the Railway Commis-
sioners, whenever a loss is shown, of in-
creasing the fares and freights for the
purpose of meeting that loss. T believe
that, with reorganisation, a reduction in
the number of officials, and a decrease
in the salaries of some of the highly-
paid officers, a great deal of money could
be saved by the Commissioners.

[Mr. Dooley.
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Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : T move:

That the hon. member be not further
heard.

Question put. The Committee divided:
Ayes, 26; noes, 18 ; majority, 8.

AYES.
Arthur, Dr. R. Lane, H. W.
Ball, R. T. Latimer, W. F.
Bennett, W. Millard, W.

Bruntnell, A.
Buttenshaw, E. A.

Morton, Harry
Nicholson, Lt.-Col.

Cocks, A. A. C. Oakes, C. W.
Colquhoun, P. B, Onslow, Col. J. W. M.
Crane, J. T. Storey, D.

Fallick, J. ‘Walker, R. B.

Fitzpatrick, J. C. L, Weaver, R. W. D,
Graff, A. » ‘
Tellers,

Hall, D. R.
Hoskins, T. J. Ley, T. J.
Hunt, J. C. Wearne, W, E.
Noes.
Burke, M. Mutch, T. D,
Dooley, J. Osborne, J. P,
+Doyle, J. W. Quirk, J. P.
Gatdiner, A. R. Storey, J.
Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston, V.C.R.W. R.J.
Kearsley, W. Wright, J.
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
MeGirr, P. M. Davies, W.
- McKell, W. J. Keegan, T.

Question so re§olved in the affirmative.
Mr. QUIRK (Rozelle) [3.58 am.]: I

desire to express my condemnation of
the reduction that has taken place in
the estimates in connection with a num-
ber of men in the railway service. It
is astounding that an attempt should be
made by this win-the-war Government as
indicated in the estimates. Only a few
months ago these men were paid the
highest tribute of admiration by the
Premier and several other hon. members
on the Ministerial side. They said every-
thing that was pleasant about the men,
and expressed their goodwill towards
them. What do we find has taken place
in the preparation of the estimates? In
spite of the promise that every cons
sideration would be given to protect the
welfare of those on active service and
their dependents who might be left be-
hind, there has been a reduction of
£2,000 in the case of the provision for
railway men, and £5,000 in the case of
the provision for tramway employees.-
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Ti: view of the kind words that have
been over and over again uttered in re-
gard to these brave men, it is sincerely
to-be regretted that these reductions
have been made. No doubt the Min-
ister will offer some explanation, but to
my mind it will be difficult for the hon.
member to justify the position. Dealing
generally with the administration, it is
wwell known that throughout the service
to-day discontent is rampant. As an old
public servant of thirty years’ standing,
I can speak with some authority. How
are we to meet trouble of this kind?
We know very well that the expiry of
the award about which we have heard so
much is largely responsible for the
troubles from which we are suffering to-
day. Not only is there {far-reaching dis-
content in the Railway Department of
the State, but other departments are
equally affected. I have been told more
than once that men in the Railway De-
partment have been called upon to give
an explanation in regard to work per-
formed eighteen months ago. Hon.

members will recognise how impossible’

it is under such circumstances for a re-
port to be furnished, and they will ap-
preciate what is one of the causes of the
existing disaffection. Standing time is
another source of dissatisfaction. 1
know of cases where men have been
called for duty at 2 a.m., and they have
been kept back until 10 a.m., and when
the actual time worked has been com-
piled, a reduction of something like
fourteen days has taken place. Then
with regard to dismissals it is well
known amongst officials of the depart-
ment that men have been dismissed in
qutter ignorance of the charge made
against them, and they have been denied
an explanation by those in command.
Troubles of 'this kind did not arise dur-
ing the regime of Commissioner Good-
chap or Mr. Eddy, but there must cer-
tainly be something radically wrong
in the service to-day when men are

refused an inquiry for which they have

asked. I wish that the Minister for
Labour and Industry would give to ‘the
case of these men the same considera-
tion as he gave to the case of some other
men when dealing with an award made
by Mr. Justice Heydon on the 11th of
last September, by which award 4,000
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salaried officers were affected. Accord-
ing to a report which appeared in the
Sun: : '
On account of the decision of Judge
Heydon on 11th September Ilimiting
wages boards to consideration of em-
ployees receiving less than £225 per an-
num, a great portion of these railway
officers cannot lodge fresh claims until the
new scheme Mr. Beeby (Minister for
Labour) is introducing operates. :
The CHAmrMAN: Order! I rule that
the decision of some wages board or the
Arbitration Court affecting a number of
men has no relevancy to the question be-
fore the Chair, which is the administra-

tion of the railways during the past

twelve months.

Mr. QUIRK: I beg pardon if I bhave
transgressed, but what I was leading up
to is an important question regarding
the men on the salaried staff. One case
is that of an employee in ‘the railway

- service at the present time who was pre-

viously a.foreman, but who now, al-
though he has been receiving an increase
of about 12s. a week in salary, since the
3rd July last, is designated an examiner.
The reason for this I believe is to deny
him the right of being attached to the.
salaried staff. Discontent does not exist
merely among the artisan staff in the
service, but also amongst those on the
higher rungs of the ladder.

With regard to the card system, T
have no desire to touch on that question
at this stage, but it is a remarkable co-
incidence that some of the largest in-
dustries in the southern hemisphere
have not attempted to introduce this per-
nicious system. There is nothing of the
kind in operation at Mort’s Dock, and
judging from ‘the remarks I have heard
made by 'the manager of those works I
have every reason to believe that such a
system would never be introduced there.

A previous speaker referred to the in-
creased fares brought into operation dur-
ing the past month or two on the rail-
ways and tramways. In all probability
this increase has been necessitated by
the appointment of so0 many officers
to control the men employed at Rand-
wick and elsewhere.'I have every rea-
son to say that had the Minister for
Labour and Industry given the claims of
the men in the general division‘the same
consideration as he gave to the claim3
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.of the men in the case to which I have
referred, much of the present trouble
would not have taken place. In my
humble opinion -we havé too many offi-
cers controlling this great industry.

I wish to mention the case of two
_elderly ladies residing in my elec-
torate who travelled in a George-street
tram from King-street to Park-street; and
immediately they alighted from the tram
-were practically put under arrest on the
.charge of having travelled in the tram
for ‘that short distance without having
-paid the fare.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: Had they
-paid their fare?

Mr. QUIRK: No. They were quite
‘willing to pay their fare, but they had
inot been asked for it by the conductor
of the tram. Whilst I admit that they
“should have paid the fare on leaving the
tram, still in the bustle that takes place

'every day in George-street they were

very glad to get to the footpath as soon
"as possible, and immediately they had
"done so they were accosted by a tramway
‘official. They offered to pay him the fare,
‘but he would not take it. Proceedings
‘were taken against them, and they were
“fined. T -think that some of the officers
exceed their duty sometimes. ,

" With regard to the great trouble with
-which we are now faced, I do not think
.that any -hon. member every had a better
-opportunity of showmg statesmanship
than he now has in grappling with the
-present position of affairs. I have been
"told on very good authority that a man
-named Jakeman, who has been employed
in the railway service for many years,
-and who was the shed foreman at Nar-
-rabri depdt, was placed on one side -and
“was not permitted to perform any train
work; but as soon as this unfortunate
-trouble took place he was permitted to
-drive a train from Moree to Narrabri,
and is now engaged in that ‘work, not-
-withstanding the fact that he failed to
pass the eyesight test ten years ago.
During. the strike a vast amount of
“damage has been done to the railway
rolling-stock, and in consequence extra
Jburdens will be placed upon the tax-
-payers for many years to come. I sin-
Lerely trust that some effort will be made
“}, the interest not only of New South
TMr. Quirk. ~
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Wales, but of the Commonwealth, to
bring to a speedy end the serious crisis
through which we are passing.

Mr. M. BURKE (Belmore) [4.25
am.]: I think it is fitting that every

‘member of this House should have some-

thing to say upon this most important
subject.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK:
not try to stop youl! )
Mr. M. BURKE: I do not think you
will—TI do not think you can. I think
it is very unfair and entirely uncalled
for that the Minister should make an

observation of that kind.
. Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrios : It was only
a friendly interjection!

Mr. M. BURKE: The Minister has
no right whatever to make a remark of
that kind. He could not stop me.

Mr. J. C. L. Firzratrick : I have told
the hon. member that I merely made a
friendly interjection!

Mr. M. BURKE: The Minister’s re-
mark was entirely uncalled for and un-
worthy of him.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: All right,

We will

if you will be insulting, I move:

That the hon. member be not further
heard.

An Hox. MeMBER: It was a pure mis
understanding !

Mr. J. C. L. FrrzeaTrick: Very well;
I feel sure that the hon. member mis-

.understood me, and, with the permission

of the Committee, I will withdraw my
motion!

Mr. M. BURKE: There has been
maladministration from beginning to
end in the railway affairs of this State.
By way of example, let me point to the
mistake which was in connection
with the erection of a new railway-station

-at Milson’s- Point, at a .cost of nearly
-£30,000.
-McMgyler hoists.

Then there was the case of
Four of ‘these hoists
were imported at a cost of £70,000, and

to-day we find that only one of them is
~in use.

Three of these expensive con-
trivances have been scrapped, and the
country has been -put to the loss of

-£210,000, and yet we do not hear one
"word as to who was responsible for this

huge blunder. On the other hand, some

‘people are never tired of talking about
the faults of the unfortunate workers
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.in the Railway Department, who it is
said are not prepared to give a fair day’s
work for a fair day’s pay. I speak for
the unionists of this State when 1 say
that the men of the class to which I
. belong are prepared to give a fair day’s
work for a fair day’s pay. We have

qnever been associated with IL.W.W.-ism °

.or sabotage, and never intend to be. I
;would like to know from the Minister
why the Government is keeping special
«camps going at Taronga Park and the
Cricket Ground.

. The Cuamrmax: Order! I rule that
:that has nothing to do with the question
-before the Committee. The hon. mem-
ber must confine himself to the question
.of the administration of the railways.

Mr, M. BURKE: When we are losing

£120,000 a day, am I not within my
rights as a representative of the citizens
in asking the Minister why something is
not done to stop the leakage?

_ Mr. J. C. L. Frrzpatriox : What leakage?
© Mr. M. BURKE: It is more than
£120,000 a day; in fact it amounts to
about £1,000,000 a week; and some steps
ought to be taken to bring this upheaval
to a termination. I think the amount
provided on the estimates is very reason-
able; it is the maladministration of the
service that I am complaining of, and 1
ask the House to assist me in ending this
terrible upheaval. .

The CmairMan: Order! I must ask the
.hon. member to make his observations
relative to the question before the Com-
mittee. The estimates for the Railway
Department are being dealt with, and I
will allow the hon. member to use any
-arguments he likes in connection with
railway administration.

Mr. M. BURKE: I am very much in
earnest in this matter, and I believe the
time has come when the wisdom of the
people’s representatives should be used
to0 bring this upheaval to a finish. I have
no purpose to serve personally, but in the
interests of the community Ministers
should unbend a little.

The CHamMAN: Order! I have told
the hon. member he is not permitted
ander this estimate to go into the ques-
tion of the means of settling the present
industrial crisis. If he wishes to use
any argument showing that mismanage-
ment by the railway authoritiesiled.to the
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Tupheaval he may do so, but I will not per-

mit him to discuss means of settling the
strike,

Mr. M. BURKE: The powers that be
are responsible for the trouble, by violat-
ing a contract which was entered into
eighteen months ago, that working condi-
tions would not be altered during the
currency of the war. The conditions
have been altered since the 1st June
last, and in consequence you are losing
something like £1,000,000 a week on your
railways and tramways. Is that fair to
the taxpayers? All we ask is that a little
sweet reasonableness be exercised by
those in control to end the trouble.

The CHaRMAN: Order! I must again
agsk the hon. member to confine his re-
marks to the questwn before the Com-
wittee,

Mr. M. BURKE: If the Railway Com-

missioners have not done their duty by
the public, am I not within my rights in
criticising their action while we are deal-
ing with the railway estimates? T say
they are not doing their duty by the pub-
lic. I believe it is their advisers, and not
the Commissioners themselves, who are
responsible for the trouble; and T ask that
the Commissioners use that reasonable-
ness which should be exercised in order
to bring this trouble to an end. Hon.
members may not realise the enormity of
the situation as keenly as I do; they may
not appreciate the loss that we are suf-
fering. The Government will never be
able to make up the £1,000,000 a week
that it is losing. The trouble it is bring-
ing on unfortunate people—many of
them not implicated in the strike=is
immeasurable. I do not want to see
millions of money wasted because of the
whim of individuals, whether they be
Ministers or Commissioners. I ask the
Minister to exercise his influence on tha
Commissioner in connection with this
great trouble, so as to save the citizens
the millions they are losing. I thoroughly

approve of the additional £600,000 in the

railway estimates this year. I believe it
is necessary for the extension of the ser-
vice, the duplication of the lines, and
general expansica. The people must
have ketter conditions than they had in
days gone by. So also must the clerical
workers -and others .on “the staff. Addi-
tional payment is necessary in view of
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the increascd cost of living. I am not
against such increases.. In conclusion,
I would ask the Minister to use his most
sympethetic endeavours to bring about
a settlement of this terrible trouble.

M- KEEGAN (Glebe) [4.45 am.]: Tt
is not my intention to ‘traverse
ground already covered by previcus
speakers, because no matter what we on
this side of the House may say, it will
not make any impression on the Minis-
terial side. The Government has brought
down its estimates determined, with the
aid of its majority, to pass them. The
Railway Commissioners should give
more consideration to the necessity of
appointing as works managers men who
have experience, not only of the work,
but of the handling of men. If that were
done we should not have the trouble that
is arising throughout the railway ser-
vice. 1 am informed that there is a
works manager at the Randwick work-
shops of the name. of Shenstone. It
gounds more German than English, and
it is astonishing, not only to myself, but
to every hon. member, that? a -man of
such a name should occupy an important
position while we have in power a Gov-
ernment returned as a National and
win-tbe-war Government.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick: The hon.
member must know that Shenstone is a
good old English name!

Mr. KEEGAN: When the hon. mem-
ber for Bondi was speaking he referred
to the machinations of hon. members on
this side, and said they were pro-German
and pro-Boer. I have also heard him, as
well as other hon. members on the Gov-
ernment side, particularly Ministers,
allude to their leader, Mr. Holman, as a
jpro-Boer and a pro-German. If the
Railway Commissioner and the Govern-
ment had done their duty, not only to
themselves, but to the people of New
South Wales, the unfortunate trouble
which has arisen through the introdue-
tion of a new system into the railway
workshops would never have taken place.
I hope that better counsels will prevail
even at this late hour, and that some-
thing will be done to enable these work-
shops to be carried on as they were on the
1st of June. It is well known that there
has been a very great loss on the railway

[Mr. M. Burke.
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and tramway services since this indus-
trial crisis arose. Figures published in
the Sun a few days ago show that in one
month there has been a loss of £200,000.
That gives an indidation of the enormous
loss which will occur unless the Govern-
ment take immediate action to end the
struggle. The Government ought to rea-

lise that a great deal of suffering is being -

endured not only by the women and chil-
dren of those who are on strike but alss
by business people and others engaged in
different occupations.

The statement has been made that hon.
members on this side voted for the in-
creased fares on Sunday, but that is not
a fact because those increased fares were
imposed before hon. members on this side
who were supporting the then Govern-
ment were made aware of it. Surely it is
the duty of the Government to minimise
the loss on the railways and tramways
as much as possible by not allowing the
existing state of affairs to continue. The
upholding of dignity may be a very good
thing, but the Government should not
continue this great struggle merely for
the sake of dignity.

The CHArMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not in order in dealing with that
aspect of the question.

Mr. KEEGAN: Unless a sansfactory
arrangement be come to between the rail-
way and tramway employees and the
Railway Commissioners and the Govern-
ment there is very little likelihood of the’
railway and tramway services being in a
better position than they are in to-day,
and I hope the Chief Railway Commis«
sioner will, in order to make the services
pay, take steps to bring about normal
conditions. The Minister stated that
under this new card system the men
would be given an opportunity to initia}l
their cards, but I desire to point out that
Myr. Shenstone, works manager at the
Randwick shops, refused to appoint a cer-
tain individual to the position of sub-
foreman because the man had initialled
a card which was In operation at that
particular. time at the Eveleigh work-
shops. The men realised that their posi-
tions might be affected in the same way
as was the position of this particular ins
dividual.

My, Harry MorTON: Our chaps at the
Cricket Ground are satisfied with it}
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_Mr. KEEGAN: The reply given by the
Minister to the question as to whether
the card system was in operation at the
shops was that it was not. It is of no
use the hon. member saying that the
chaps at the Cricket Ground are satisfied
with it when he knows they are not work-
ing under that system.
was deemed to be good enough for the
men who refused to adopt it, it should
also be good enough for the men who
are taking their places. I hope the needs
of the country will receive more consid-
eration than the dignity of the Ministry.
If the country is going to prosper pro-
duction must be carried on, and in
order to do that we must have railway,
tramway, and water services. The Gov-
ernment will have to realise that, owing
to the demands made by the people for
a settlement of the trouble which has
paralysed industry, it will have to do

" what the men are asking for—that is,
appoint a tribunal to settle the dispute
betwen the men and the Government.

Mr. LANG (Granville) [5.2 am.]: I
regret that one has to wait till such an
early bour of the morning to make a few
remarks on an estimate which it will be
admitted the representative of Granville
should have a word to say on, as there
is a large number of railway men in that
electorate. I hope the Minister will not
think that the present industrial disas-
trous upheaval is going to make me say
anything special ‘in connection with the
estimates. That is not so. I wish to re-
fer to the general grievances of the em-
ployees of the Railway Department, es-
pecially the men of the running staff.
The railway working expenses are suls-
ject to any alteration which the exigen-
cies of the service may from time to
time demand. I wish to say a word or
two upon the present strike, seeing that
hon. members have not always the oppor-
tunity of putting questions to the Minis-
ter and getting adequate replies during
the limited time devoted to questions.

-T am not going to make these state-
ynents merely for the purpose of creating
a sensation. I should like the Minister
to let the House know whether it 1s a
fact that on the 20th of last month at
Hurstville a locomotive was in charge of
a driver and fireman who were incompe-
‘tent, and that their action resulted in the
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burning of the boiler, with the result thas
it had to go to the locomotive shed at
Hurstville. They thought that the en-
gine that was there would be in working
order, but they found it was in such a
staté of "disrepair that it was unwork-
able. Both these things occurred because
those in charge of our great national
asset allowed incapable men to take
charge of the work. The Minister might
take into consideration, the next time
Cabinet meets, the question whether it
would not be in ‘the interest, not only of
the workmen, but of the Cabinet, and
the supporters of the Government, to
have such a disastrous state of affairs
brought to a close speedily. I am sure
that the Government does not want to
finish its time in office with a disastrous
financial deficiency. I also wish to know
whether an engine left the rails at Como,
causing a great delay in the traffic. If I
put that question in the ordinary way,
I would be asked to give notice of it; but
when you do that the answer is so long
deferred that when it comes it is of no
uge. This was the question:

Is it a fact that seven locomotives, when
being shunted at Eveleigh, came to a
head-on collision, and that a fireman
named Nixon was severely mangled?

I was asked to give notice of the ques-
tion, but I did not think it worth while
to do so because very often answers to
such questions are kept in abeyance until
they are of ho further use to the mem-
bers who asked the questions. Whether
or not that is so, 1t is for the Minister
to say. The 5.18 p.m. train was put into
the siding at Flemington because the -
driver in charge was incompetent, and
did not know how to work the injector.
The officials of the department will
understand what I mean without my ex-
plaining what an injector is. All these
locomotives have had to beset aside, some
of them severely, others lightly damaged,
but when capable men return to work
they will find that the locomotives are
not in proper order, and they will be
confronted with the usual “please ex-
plain,” although the trouble happened
through no fault of their own. The oxdi-
nary departmental official knows nothing
whatever of the difficulties which beset
the driver of a locomotive. He may say
that the boiler was seen, and that when he
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went out to do his work something hap-
pened on the road, and afterwards he is
punished. The men who supply the in-
formation have not the time nor have
they very much sympathy with those
who have to work hard for a livelih5od,
and who possibly have been for a mmch
longer period in the service. Another
matter:1 would bring under the notice
of the Minister is the barrack accom-
modation for men attached to the run-
ning staff. These men go away to some

~centre remote from the home depét.
They go to Bathurst, for example. It is
quite possible they may arrive at their
destination at 11 o’clock at night, and
on arrival they find another man in the
bed. They have to wait some hours be-
fore accommodation can be provided,
and then they have to be content with
a bed which has just been given up by
some other person. This is an experi-
ence which I am sure the Railway Com-
missioners themselves would not care to
go through. It is interesting to note
how the London County Council dealt

-with a similar situation.’

The CuamMax: I cannot allow ihe
hon. member to go into details of this
kind. There must be some limit to the
amount of detail an hon. member may
introduce. = There was a ruling some
years ago, and it was held on that occa-
sion that an hon. member is not en-
titled to go in a detailed way into the
working of any board or department. If
I allow the hon. member to do that there
will be no end to this discussion. I ask
the hon. member not to deal further
-with the matter of sleeping accommoda-
tion.

ance, and. I hope you will not be toe
strict. The men have to suffer these
disabilities..

The. CaamMan: The hon.. member has
referred to it, and: I am not objecting.
Now he is mentioning the London
County Council, and I hope he will not
proceed further.

Mr. LANG: T think that what I have
‘said will impress the Minister that after
all these men, who are employees of the
State, are entitled to bettér treatment
than they havé so far received. If what
I’ have stated is not correct, the Min-
ister should be in a position to say so;

[Mr. Lang.
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Mr. LANG: This is a strong griev-
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if it is correct, all T ask is that an in-
quiry shall be held. We have heard a
good deal lately about the drivers of
locomotives going slow, of sabotage, hot
boxes, and other troubles. I remember-
that one of the newspapers, the Sun,
took up the guestion of the supply of oil

“for locomotives, and kept hammering at

it until the subject was hotter than a hot
box; then suddenly it was . dropped.
After that nobody seemed to take much
notice of the matter publicly. Occa-
sionally it has been stated on platforms
at political meetings, and it has also
been stated in this Chamber by the hon.
member for Willoughby, that the railway
men are “go-slow” men, that they prac-
tise sabotage. The hon. membher for
Willoughby said that, in his opinion, this
was proved by the hot boxes on locomo-
tives. The fact of loeomotives having
hot boxes has evidently been a serious. .
matter to the department. But is not
the Minister entitled to look into the
matter and ascertain if -the heating of
the boxes is really the fault of the men
in charge of the locomotive or if it is
the fault of those who.are supposed to
control the department—the Railway
Commissioners and some of the highly-
paid officers? In my opinion, a good
deal of the trouble has arisen from what
may be called the pooling of locomo-
tives. A locomotive comes into the
depdt in charge of two men, and is
immediately sent out again in charge of
two other men who are what I may call
strangers to that particular locomotive.
This continual changing of the men, and
not leaving the same men always in
charge of one particular piece of ma-
chinery; has been one of the things that

_ has led to there being Kot boxes. Another

cause is the practice of the department
in sending out special officers to see how"
far- a locomotive can be run with a
certain weight of oil, and then allowing-
the men in charge of the locomotives a
paltry allowance of oil, instead of, when
they fix the allowance of oil, making
arrangements to see that that particular-
weight of 0il is.used by those in charge:
of the locomotive. The allowance for a
“T” class engine is 4 1b, of very low-grade
oil per 100 miles. There are 182 work-
ing parts, besides' the other parts of a-
locomotive, to be oileddaily. Thereforas
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less than half an ounce or about three
thimbles full of oil is allowed for each
of the 132 parts to be oiled. The axle-
box of a “T” class engine is 8 inches long
and 4 inches broad, and half an ounce

of oil will not cover the area at the-

bottom of the box. Instead of sending
out officers to see how many miles a
locomotive can run with so many ounces
of oil, would it not be better for the
officers to ‘see that the locomotive is
properly oiled before it goes out? In
that way the department would be better
served, and justice would be done to the
men who have control of the locomo-
tives, there would be no waste of oil,
and a stop would be put to ‘the pin-
pricking and spying that now go on to
prevent the use of extra oil. A loco-
motive costs several thousands of pounds.
If a competent man on the engine be-
lieves that the use of a little extra oil
is necessary for the effective working of
the machinery, and he uses it, he is sent
a note saying, “Please explain why you
have used so much extra oil,” and that
is likely to be counted against him. One
of the things which has helped to create
the present position is the fact that men

have been subjected to pin-pricking, and.

have been brought under what has been
termed the Brown system of black
marks, under which a man has no right
of appeal against every charge that is
made against him at the time it is made,

but only when ten black marks have been.

registered against him. If the Minister
could find fime to go out and inquire
into this matter, he would do good ser-
vice to the department, and be able to
see that justice is done to the locomotive
men.

Mr. Barn: I will do that!

Mr., LANG: In regard to repairs to
locomotives, the drivers are complaining
that effective repairs are not always made
when they are required. When 4 driver
finishes his trip and finds something
wrong with his engine he enters up a
record of the.fault in the repair book,
and when he comes back or the next man
comes. along and looks at the repair book
he finds the entry “engine. examined,”

“engine fit for trip,” or “engine using’

0il.” TFor the last eighteen months the
engine-drivers have complained that. the
repairs made have . nat been effective; but

{5 SEPT., 1917.]
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that, as a matter of fact, all the repﬁirs
have been done with a. pencil in the
repair book. ’

The leader of the Opposition made

" some.remarks with regard to locomotives

being built more cheaply at Eveleigh
than at the Clyde works. There is
hardly a man employed at ‘the Clyde
works who is not personally known to
me, and I say unhesitatingly that a finer
body of men could not be found any-
where. If the statement of the leader of’
the Opposition be true, I do not regard it
as any reflection on the workmen at the
Clyde, who have been always looked upon
as most capable. So far is this the case

. that for many years past the trouble has

been to stop artisans from the Clyde
works from entering the Government
employment. There has been an under-

-standing between the Government and

the Clyde Engineering Company that.
men from the Clyde works are not té be
taken into the Government shops. The
managing director at the Clyde works, if
asked for his opinion, would probably
say that the railway authorities have
millions to gamble with, whereas the
Clyde management has to work on com-
mon-sense business lines. It is alleged
that many of the jobs turned out at Eve-
leigh are costed at a low figure because
the Government officials do not give
honest reports in regard to their work.
It is possible, by manipulating the
accounts, to produce fictitipus results
and to show that work has been more
cheaply done than is actually the case.
Some of the finest tradesmen we have in

“the State are employed at the Clyde

works, and Mr. Lucy, the Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer at the RailWway Depart-
ment, has always been anxious to get
men from the Clyde works. With regard
to Mr. Lucy’s capabilities, it is a- pity
that an investigation has not been made
in regard to the “TF” class of engines.
The drivers complain that the fact that
the whole of the wheels are flanged
makes it impossible to drive the engines
over some of the curves. If is also stated
that the permanent-way officials object
to these engines because the flanges of
the wheels cause the tracks to tread..
These matters should be inquired into,
and if the position is as I . have described
the engines should be withdrawn. from.
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trafficc. I am informed that the old
“T” class engine is a better locomotive.
The “TF” engine is supposed to be a
coal economiser, but any driver will tell
you that it uses more coal than the “T”
class.’ Then, again, the “TF” engine
will not travel round some curves unless
it is sent along at top speed, and in many
cases the drivers have to turn back and
make a second attempt. At the same
time, the drivers have instructions not to
go round curves at more than a certain
speed. So much for Mr. Lucy, the com-
petent and capable Chief Mechanical
Engineer.

.Mr. Barn: The leader of the Oppnsi-
tion says he is the best man on earth!

' Mr. LANG: He can say so if he likes;
1 say he is the worst. I am not asking
the Minister to decide whether I or any-
body else is right; I am only asking him
to ascertain for himself if these state-
ments are true. If they are, he should
in the interests of the people try to
rectify matters. It seems to me that a
good deal of the expense of running our
railways is brought about by patents
which are put into operation, not for the
benefit of the people but to give an ad-
vantage to certain persons. Most people
who travel on the Main Suburban lines
know that in many cases when arriving
at a station the trains stop with a jolt-
ing movement; that is caused by a
patent coupling which is not much good.
The iron pin coupling which was pre-
viously used has not caused anything
like the inconvenience which is suffered
to-day. They are attempting now to
equip some of the trucks with this eoup-
ling. I myself have seen trucks coupled
up with it, but it would be better for
the Minister to come out and see for
himself how trucks fitted with this great
mass of metal are coupled on to others
which are equipped with the:other sys-
tem. The men who are responsible for
these things are not doing a fair thing
by the country, but are all the time
standing behind a set of officials who,
because they can write a decent ietter
and have a good system of filing records,
are supposed to know. everything;
whereas they know nothing about these
matters. The Minister is said to he a
tradesman and a capable man. If he is,
let him come out and see for himself.

[Mr. Lang.
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Mr. J. C. L. Firzratriok: He will
come out! :

Mr. LANG: Will the Minister make
an appointment for, say, within a month
after the strike?

Mr. Barr: Yes, T will do that!

Mr. LANG : He will then see the force
of what T have been pointing out.

Another matter I wish to mention is
the increase in fares to places like Bur-
wood, IKogarah, and other stations
within 7 miles of Sydney from 5d. single
and 9d. return to 6d. single, and Is.
return. The Minister might state why
the single fare has only been raised by

. 1d., while the return fare has been raised

by 3d.

Mr. MUTCH (Botany) [5.49 am.]:
This seems to be my opportunity to
bring before the Minister two matters
of considerable importance to myself. I
refer to matters to which the Minister
has previously failed to give answers,
and they relate to an item which is set
down on these estimates. An amount of
£85,000 is provided for the railway ser-
vice towards the payment of the differ-
ence between military and departmental
pay to staff absent with the Expedition-
ary Forces, while for the tramway ser-
vice £30,000 is provided for the same
purpose. The amcunt for the tramways
is £5,000 less than it was last year,
though it would be news to me that a
smaller number of tramway men are in
the Expeditionary Forces this year than
last. The amount for the railway ser-
vice is £2,000 less than last year, although

- the same remark applies to that service.

So far I have heard no explanation as to
why a smaller amount is provided for
what must be a greater number of men
on active service. On 22nd August the
Minister answered a month-old ques-
tion of mine in relation to the pay-
ment of money representing accrued
holidays due to members of the - rail-
way staffs on active service. The reply
was that there were no rights or privi-
leges due; that the payment of the
difference between military and depart-
mehtal rates of pay was a concession
made by the Government, and that all
promises and undertakings would be -
honored. That was not an answer to the
question. On repeating that question at
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a later date I was referred to the previous
answer given, but that answer was based
on a misunderstanding of the question,
which does not refer to the difference be-
tween the departmental and military pay.
What I referred to was that the men who
had gone away could not enjoy the holi-
days they would have had had they re-
mained in the service here. 1 desire to
inform the Minister that I received in-
formation from a friend at the front. His
letter indicated that there was consider-
able discontent amongst railway men on
active service in regard to the matter,
and I was asked to look into it. When
the men at the front see the answer given
to my question they will come to the con-
clusion that the Government is humbug-
ging them in the matter, and that the
action of the Government does not meet
the situation at all. I recognise that the
Minister cannot know all the details of
those matters and that he merely gives
the answer supplied by his officers.

Mr. BarL: That answer was supplied
by the Commissioners !

Mr. MUTCH: I ask the Ministér to
look into the matter, as it is causing
grave concern to the men. The men who
go away to the front are entitled to be
relieved of any misunderstanding as to
any promise given to them before they
left. The men who went away left with
the idea that the money representing
those accrued holidays would be paid to
them or their dependents. I am sure the
Minister will agree that that is perfectly
fair. They lost their holidays here, and
they get no holidays in the trenches. I
take it that now I have brought the
matter directly under the notice of the
Minister he will answer the question
definitely, so as fto save me having to
exercise sufficient ingenuity to evade the
rule relative to not asking the same
question a second time.

On this subject there is another point
of equal importance. 1 want to know
why the department is sending inquisi-
torial letters to persons who are in posi-
tions in the railway service, and are
entitled to the difference between the
departmental and military rates of pay.
Such letters are being sent by the official
heads of the railway and tramway ser-
vices, Why Mr, Brain, the Chief Elec-
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tripal Engineer, should send a letter of
this kind to onme of his men, I cannot
understand : -

Referring to your application for tﬁe

difference between your military and
departmental rates of pay to be paid to
your mother, I have been instructed to
obtain the following particulars: for the
information of the Commissioners:—

(a) What is he doing with his military
pay? :

What has that to do with the depart-
) That is the man’s private
bu51n?ss. Why should an inguisitorial
question like that be asked? You might
as well ask me what I am doing with my
bay. i
An Hon. MeMBER: What are you doing
with 1t?
. Mr. MUTCH.: T can say that most of
1t 1s going for the relief of distress, owing
to the difficulty we experience in obtain-
ing the necessary relief from the departs
ment. The next question asked is:

(b) Is he maintaining the household in
which his mother and daughter live?
Is any other person contributing te
the upkeep of the house? )

These are extraordinary questions to put
to a man who has a right to receive what
the Government has pledged itself teo
give. The next question is: -

(c) What are the total number of pers
sons in the household who are depend-
ing upon him, their sexes, and ages?
If any partially dependent, the par-
ticulars of the partinl dependents
should be given. )

That is surely going beyond the duties
Surely the Chief Elec-
trical Engineer has some better work to
do than to run out a series of questions
of this kind to men who are entitled to
receive the difference between the mili-
tary and departmental pay without any
question whatever. The next question
is: :

(d) What rent is paid, and other ex+
penses such as rates, taxes, insurance,
&c., and what amount (which should
be quoted separately) is required for
living expenses?

It is a positive outrage that questions qf
that kind are asked. T ask the Minister
to check the activity of Mr. Brain and
inform him that it.is entirely foreign ‘to

-the spirit and intention of the Govern:

ment that questions of the kind should .

¥



1004 Supply.
be asked of anyone, and that the differ-
ence between the departmental and
military rates of pay should be made up
without any inquisition at all. I hope
the Minister will reply to the question
I have asked—why this enormous reduc-
tion of £7,000 has been made in the
amount voted to make up the difference
_between the military -and departmental
rates of pay to members of the railway
and tramway staffs absent with the Ex-
‘peditionary Forces. There are this year

" a greater number absent than there were
last year, and yet a smaller amount has
been set down to make up the difference.

There is another matter to which I
would direct attention. A new amount
‘of £2,000 is set down for the payment
of bonuses to officers and employees for
.suggestions” adopted in connection with
the improvement of railway or tramway
working or appliances. I am quite in
-accord with the system of giving suitable
rewards to men who have shown sufficient
dnitiative to introduce new methods of
economy, but I know that any man in
a big public service or private employ
who dares to suggest improved methods
of working frequently falls foul of his
foreman, because the foreman does not
like it to appear that he has less brains
than the workman and has not thought
.of the improvements that it is shown
could be effected in the department
under his control. A man generally
gets himself into trouble when he does
that, and that restrains a great many
men in the railway service from giving
the department the benefit of their
brains. The suspicion has been created
that this amount of £2,000 represents the
‘bonuses to be paid to these sub-foremen
_who have been appointed under the new
.scheme.

Mr. BaLr: Nothing of the kind!

Mr. MUTCH: I am glad to have that
assurance. In my judgment the trouble
"in the service has been .due mainly to
mismanagement and want of tact on the
part of the managers, from  the Chief
Lommissioner down to those who have
charge of a few men each.: If the mana-
gers of departments will consult the or
‘gmanisations 6f skilled employees, with a
view to more efficient working, and will
.act without fear, favour, or réspect of
persons, I am quite sure improvements

[Mr. Mutch.
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can be effected in the railway service that
will reduce to some extent the huge ex-
penditure that is being piled up as the
result of the increased cost of coal and
other charges that are at present sought
to be reduced by grinding extra work
out of the employees. In the last rail-
way report the Chief Commissioner
makes this statement:

This statement, with the accompanying
diagrams, shows clearly that there haa
been successful effort to improve the
working, and thus offset, to as great an
extent as possible, the additional burdens
imposed by the increases enumerated——
He states  that this result has been
achieved by various methods,—
and also very greatly by sustained pres-
sure upon the staff as a whole to obtain
a fair individual and collective effort.
That-the staff has responded in a very
marked degree gives cause for satisfac-
tion.

What better tribute to the men can you
have than that very statement by the
Chief Commissioner? Tt gives the lie
direct to the statement made in the press
that the men are responsible for the loss
on the service. I do not want to raise
an argument in this debate regarding
the difficulties with which the Govern-
ment is confronted at the present time,
but I draw the attention of the Minister
to the matters which I have mentioned,
particularly to the discontent amongst
the railway men on active service. I can
assure the Minister that my informant
is most reliable. He assures me that
discontent is general amongst the rail-
way men in France, and I should like
to have recorded in Hansard an assur-
ance by the Minister that the under-

-standing on which these men left here

will be honored by the Government, and
the cause of discontent removed.

Mr. KEARSLEY (Cessnock) [6.4
am.]: As regards the matter of making
up the difference between the military
and departmental pay of railway and
tramway men on active service, I have
received a letter dated the 16th August,
1917, from which the following is an
extract :—

This matter refers to my son s
sapper in France. Previous to his .en-

listing he was an employee on the
Government railways. When he enlisted

‘his military pay was made up with ‘the

railway allowance to his full ‘pay as an
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employee. Now, he received this frailway
allowance all right till he left Ausfralia,
and then we had an exhibition of red-
tape. There was a lot of bother and
cross-questioning, but we got it all right,
and continued to do so up to seven weeks
ago. When my brother-in-law called for
the money he wag told that the pay was
stopped till further notice, and he has
recetved nothing since. Now, sir, would
you favour me by bringine this matter
before the Chief Commissioner of Rail-
ways, should you have the opportunity.

have written to the Chief Commis-
sioner, Mr. Fraser, as well. Trusting
you will give this matter your early
attention, and thanking you in antici-
pation of a favourable reply.

Those men went away with the full
assurance that the difference between
thelr military and departmental pays
would be made up. Whether the matter

has been rectified or not I do not know, -

but T make bold to say unless it be
made up it will be tantamount to a
breach of faith on the part of the Rail-
way Commissioners.. I ask those persons
who are responsible for this irregularity.
to give consideration to the matter and
have it rectified.

As regards the resuming of properties
that are required for railway purposes,
some time ago a person whose property
had been resumed wrote to me, stating
that he had two houses near Newcastle,
which were resumed in connection with
the comstruction of a hridge at Broad-
meadow. Omne day he went to get his
rents, and the first intimation he got
regarding the resumption of the property
by the Railway Commissioners was a
notice which he saw on the pfoperty ad-
vertising it for sale. I regard it as very
improper to take a man’s property with-
out giving him warning. This man told
me that the value put upon the property
by the railway authorities was very low. I
took action in the matter, but did not suec-
ceed in getting satisfaction. Ministérial
influence was brought to bear, with the
result that the matter was reconsidered
and the man got something like a reason-
able amount for the property of which
he was deprived. I may say something
with regard to the present trouble. I
have here the Arbitration Act. In my
view the action of the Commissioner is
in contravention of the Act. I know the
present trouble is called a strike:
view this stoppage qf workis not a strike.

" [5. BepT., 1917.]"
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I know it is the aim of the Government

to preserve a continuity of employment,-
to keep the wheels of industry moving.
That is a very fine aim, but it is not. .
proper to throw all the blame on the em-
ployees. Some years ago on the South
Coast a case was being tried by an arbi-
tration judge. While the court was sit-
ting a man was killed in a mine, and the
men stopped work out of respect to the
person killed. They also stopped on the.
day he was buried, and the judge said it
was very improper for the men to stop on
occasions like those, I think a judge goes

" outside his province when he dares. to

censure or criticise men for stopping in
a case like that. It is to be hoped ‘that
judges will not make such comments
on such matters. Sometimes men have
the means of protesting against their
conditions. Take ‘the coal-miner, or the,
railway workshops.” You and I possibly
do not know the inner workings of these
shops. Men make, complaints to the-
foremen, the men directly over them,
and they may go to someone else higher.
There is so much regulation ‘that they
cannot go to the higher except by going
to the lower. In many cases the men"
cannot get a hearing. Troubles accu-
mulate, and in order to draw public at-
tention to the matter they cease work.
The purpose of ceasing. work is some-

. times to draw public attention to their

grievances. Sometimes of course their
stopping work is merely a means of re-
sisting encroachments on their rights. In
the present case I must confess that my
knowledge is limited. The knowledge of
everyone else seems also to be limited. T
have never yet heard anyone describe
properly the card system. I have made
inquries, but my inquiries have not been
answered fully. I have read what the
papers have sald regarding the explana-
tion given by the Minister for Railways,
but even that hon. member has not given
a full explanation. I know there are
many card systems, such as the Walsh-
Island system, the Printing Office sys-
tem, the present sheet system at Eveleigh,
Randwick, and other workshops, and the
card system now introduced, but I do not

" know their respective virtues, or how

they compare with each other. I have
not heard anyone explain them to my

‘satisfaction.
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In this case I want to say that the
men have not stopped for the purpose
of committing what is called a strike.
. According to the Arbitration Act a
strike includes a cessation of work by
any number of employees acting in com-
bination with the view to compel their
employer to accept terms of employ-
ment. My contention is that the em-
ployees in this case are not seeking to
enforce their terms of employment.
That point ought not to be overlooked.
They are not acting to that end. Their
stoppage of work is not a strike within
the meaning of the Arbitration Act,
and those who say that a strike is exist-
ing are saying something that is not
true, according to  my interpretation of
the Act.

:*An Hox. Mrmrer: What would you
call it?

- Mr. KEARSLEY: It is a stoppage,
a cessation of work., Your legal mind,
Mr. Colquhoun, will perceive that the
differentia in this definition or descrip-
tion depends upon the word “compel”’—
the compelling of an employer to accept
the terms of employment. I say the em-
ployees have mnot ceased work with the
view to compel the employers to accept
the employees’ terms of employment. As
the element of compulsion to the end of
making ‘the employers accept the men’s
terms of employment does not  exist,
the stoppage is not a strike. As I view
the position the men ought mnot to be
called strikers, because ‘the stoppage is
not a strike within the meaning of the
Act. What the men ask for is a tri-
bunal to hear their grievances, and
some authority to determine the -ques-
tion. They are now prepared to go
back to work if a tribunal is appointed
to hear their grievances. In my view
the Commissioner is culpable.

The TrMporsry CHARMANY  (Mr.
_COLQUHOUN): Order! The hon. member
1s not entitled to discuss the strike.

 Mr. KEARSLEY: Am I not entitled
to discuss the working of the depart-
ment?

" The Temporsry CHARMANY  (Mr.
CorqurouN) : The hon. member is en-
titled to discuss the administration of
the departmens,

[Mr. Kearsley.

[ASSEMBLY.] -
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Mr.. KEARSLEY: If I say that the
Commissioner has committed a breach
of the Arbitration Act, and if I discuss
the question from that view-point am I
not in order?

The TrEMPORARY
CorLquuoux) : No!

Mr. KEARSLEY : I want to say that
alterations have been introduced by the
Chief Commissioner, and the men are
willing to work. In fact the men are
anxious to return to work, but they are
not allowed to do so. They are pre-
vented by ‘the Commissioner from re-
turning to work. The men—TI refer more
particularly to the engineers, because 1
understand that they are the men who
came out and are said to be on strike—

Cramyaxy  (Mr.

.are anxious to return to work, but they

are not allowed unless they submit to
conditions imposed by their employer;
and because the employer, the Commis-
sioner, will not allow them to return to
work I contend that he is creating a
lock-out. According to the Act “lock-

" out,” without limiting its ordinary mean-

ing, includes the closing of a place of
employment or a suspension of work or
a refusal by an employer to continue to
employ any number of his employees
with a view to compelling his employees,
or to aid another employer in compelling
his employees, to accept terms of em-
ployment. The essential point of that
definition or description is that a lock-out
includes a refusal by an employer to con-
tinue to employ any number of his em-
ployees with a view to compel his em-
ployees to accept terms of employment.
But my contention is that the men are
anxious to go back te work, and that the
Commissioner will not allow them to
return unless they submit to his terms of
employment, and in the light of that
definition I contend that this is a lock-
out, not a strike. There are some, 1
know, who say that the Commissioner is

- not bound by the Arbitration Act. Some

people imagine that because he 1s Com-
missioner he is a law to himself. But
according to another definition on page 4
of this Act “employer” includes the Chief
Commissioner.

Mr. Barn: I rise to a point of order.
T submit that the hon. member in con-
tinuing to discuss the question of the
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strike, which you have already ruled he
cannot discuss, is out of order. The hon.
member has been for some time referring
to the Arbitration Aet—a matter which
has nothing whatever to do with the esti-
mates now under consideration.

Mr. DooLEY: On the point of order, I
would submit that as the dispute origin-
ated in the railway workshops and as the
railway estimates are now under con-
sideration the hon. member is quite jus-
tified in discussing anything arising out
of the workshops in view of the money
proposed to be voted for the purpose of
those shops.

The TeEumrorary CrHamMay (Mr.
CorLquroux): T understand the point of
order is that the hon. member for Cess-
nock is not entitled to discuss the strike
on the estimates now before the Com-
mittee. The Chairman of Committees
has already given a ruling to that effect,
a ruling with which I entirely agree.
The question of the strike does not come
within the railway estimates in any
shape or form, but the hon. member is
entitled to discuss any administrative
acts of the officers of the Railway De-
partment in so far as they do not relate
<to the strike itself. Actions leading up
to the strike are within the purview of
the hon. member. Ie has already dis-
cussed that aspect of the case, and I per-
mitted the discussion. But I cannot
allow the hon. member to go further than
he has already gone in discussing the
strike in its relation to these estimates.

Mr. Laxa:
from the ruling of the Chair. I mover

That the Temporary Chairman do now
leave the chair, and report a point of
order, and ask leave to sit again so soon
as the point of order has been decided by
the House. The point of order is, that
the hon. member for Cessnock was dis-
cussing the operation of the Arbitration
Act in relation to the strike. The Tem-
porary Chairman ruled that the bhon.
member was not entitled to discuss mat-
ters relating to the strike, although he
was entitled to discuss acts of adminis-
tration of the depaltmﬁnt leading up to
the strike.

In moving dissent from your ruling, 1
do so with the greatest respect; but 1
feel that the matter which the hon. mem-
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ber for Cessnock was discussing is a
very important matter, which has very
far-reaching effects in this State, and
that in trying to comnnect the Chief
Railway Commissioner with the awards
of the Arbitration Court, the hon. mem-
ber was perfectly in order, because the
Chief Railway Commissioner, as an em-
ployer of labour, has no special privi-
lege to avoid the operation of the Arbi-
tration Court. I submit that the hon.
member for Cessnock, in quoting the
Arbitration Aect, and referring to matters
leading up to the strike, was in order,
because there is no reason for the strike
other than the action of the Chief Rail-
way Commissioner, who is a servant of
this Parliament, and is governed by the
responsible Minister, the Minister for
Railways. The Minister for Railways,
being in charge of the estimate for the
Railway Department, any hon. member
has a right to ventilate any detail affect-
ing the working of this department. If
it cannot be ventilated now, there is mo
other time when it could be ventilated.
The Chief Railway Commissioner is
bound by decisions of the Arbitration
Court equally with any other employer
of labour, and the hon. member for Cess-
rock, in trying to point out that fact,
and only in that respect trying to deal
with the strike, was absolutely in order.

Mr. KrarsLey: Mr. Chairman,

The TEMPORARY
CoLquroUXN) : Oxder!

Cuammax  (Mr.

Mr. KesrsLey: I want to ask you
a question.” May I not state my own
view of the case?

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: I take ex-
ception to the hon. member’s even asking
a question. The standing orders provide
that the only hon. member entitled to
speak now is the hon. member who has
moved the motion of dissent from the
ruling of the Chair. I submit that the
hon. member for Cessnock is not entltled
to audience at this stage.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Mi-, )
CoLquuouy) : I must uphold the point of
order taken by the Acting Treasurer.
The hon. member for Cessnock is not
entitled to speak now on the point of
order taken by the hon. member for
Granville.



71008 Supply.-

Question—That the Chairman do now
leave the chair—put. The Oomm1ttee

divided:
Ayes, 17; noes, 29 ; majority, 12.
Avss.
Burke, M, McKell, W. J.
Davies, W. Osborne, J. P.
Dooley. J. Quirk, J. P.
‘Doyle, J. W, Storey, J.

Gardiner, A. R. Stuart-Bobertson
Johnston,V.C.R.W, R.J

Kearsley, W.

Keegan, T ~ Tellers

Lang, J. T. Muteh, T. D.

McGirr, P. M. Wright, J.
NoEs.

Ball, R. T. Latimer, W. F.

Bennett, W. Ley, T. J.

Bruntnell, A. Millard, W.

Buttenshaw, E. A,  Morton, Harry

Cocks, A.A.C Nicholson, Lt.-Col.
Crane, J. T. QOakes, C. W.
Fallick, J Onslow, Col.J. W. M.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Perry, J.
Graff, A, Robson, W. E. V.
Grlmm A H. Storey, D.

. Hall, D.R. ‘Wearne, W. E.
Hoskins. T. J. Zuill, W. A.
Hunt, J. C, Telle'rs,
James, A. G. . Walker, R. B.
Lane, H. W. Weaver, R. W. D,

Question so resolved in the negative.

Mr. KEARSLEY: I was describing
the condition of affairs at the Eveleigh
and Randwick workshops, and 1 was
contending

The CuARMAN: Order! I cannot allow
the hon. member to contend what the
Temporary Chairman has already ruled
" that he cannot deal with.

Mr. KEARSLEY : I understand that
we have at the head of the railways a
Chief Commissioner who has committed
a breach of the law. The law must be
honored.

The Cmamman: I must ask the hon.
member to confine himself to the ques-
tion of the administration of the rail-
ways. 1 cannot allow the hon. member
to pursue his present line of argument,
unless he makes the question as to
whether the Chief Commissioner has
committed a breach of the law strictly
relevant to the item.

Mr. KEARSLEY: If any officer of
the department affected by these esti-
mates has committed any irregularity
or breach of the regulations or the law,
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he must be held culpable, and if I -can
prove that the Chief Commissioner or
any officer has committed a breach of

the law
Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : I move:

That the hon. member be not further

heard.

Question put. The Committee divided:
Ayes, 29; noes, 18; majority, 11.

AvYES.
Arthur, Dr. R. Latimer, W. F,
Ball, R. T. Ley, T. J

Morton, Harry

Bennett, W.
Nigholson, I.t.-Col.

Bruantuell. A,

Buttenshaw, E. A.  Oakes, C, W.
Cocks, A. A, C. Onslow, Col.J.W. M.
Colquhoun, P. B. Perry, J.
Crane, J. T. Robson, W. E. V.
Fallick, J. Storey, D.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Wearne, W. E.
Hall, 'D.R. Weaver R.W.D.
Hunt J. C. Telle'rs,
James, A.G. F. Grimm. A. H.
Lane, H. W, Zuill, W, A,
NoEs.
Burke, M. McKell, W. J.
Davies, W Mutch, T. D.
Dooley, J. Oshorne, J. P.
Doyle, J. W. Storey, J.
Gardiner, A. R. Stuart-Robertsoa,
Johnston,V.C.R.W. R.J.
Kearsley, W. Wright, J.
Lang, J.T. Tellers,
McGirr, J. J. G, Keegan, T.
McGirr, P. M. Quirk, J. P.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : T move:
That the guestion be now put.
The Committee divided:

Ayes, 31; noes, 18; majority, 13.

AvYESs.
Arthur, Dr. R. Latimer, W. F.
Ball, R T. Millard, W.
Bennett W. Morton, Harry
Buttenshaw E. A. Nicholson, Lt.-Col.
Cocks, A. A.C. Oakes, C. W.
Colguhoun, P. B. Onslow, Col.J. W. M.
Crane, J. T Perry, J.
Fallick, J. - Robson, W. E. V.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Storey, D.
Graff, A. Walker, R. B.
Grimm, A. H. Wearne, W. E.
Hall, D. R. Weaver, R. W. D.
Hoskins, T. J. Zuill, W. A.
Hunt, J. C. Tellers,
James, A. G. F. Bruntnell, A.
Lane, H. W, Ley, T. J.
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Nogs.
‘Burke, M. - Muteh, I, D.
Davies, W. Osborne J P,
Dooley, J. ‘Quirk, J. P
Noyle, J. W. Storey, J.
-Johnston, V.C.R.W. Stuart-Robertson,
Kearsley, W. R. J.
Keegan, T. Wright, J.
Lang, J. T. Tellers,.
McGirr, P, M. Gardiner, A. R.
McKell, W. J. MeGirr, J. J. G,

Question so resolved in the afirmative.
Question—That the vote be agreed to
—put. The Committee divided:
Ayes, 81; noes, 18; majority, 13.

Ayes.
Arthur, Dr. R. Latimer, W. F.
Ball, R. T. Ley, T. J.
Bennett, W. Mallard, W.

Bruntnell A.
Buttenshaw, E. A,

Morton, Harry
Nicholson, Lt.-Col,

Cocks, A. A. C. Oakes, C. W.

: Cblquhoun P.B. OnsloW,C‘ol JW.M.
Crane, J. . Perry, J.
Fallick, J. Robson, W. E. V.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Storey, D.
Grimm, A. H, ‘Walker, R. B.
Hall, D. R. Wearne, W. E.
Hoskins, T. J. ‘Weaver, R. W. D,
Hunt, J. C, Tellers,
James, A. G. ¥, Graff, A.
Lane, H. W, Zuill, W. A,

Nogzs.

Burke, M Mutch, T. D.
Davies, W. Osborne, J. P.
Dooley, J. Quirk, J. P,
Doyle, J. W. Storey, J.
GardmerJ A. R, Stuart-Robertson,
Kearsley, W. R. J.
Keegan, T ‘Wright, J.
Lang, J T. Tellers,
McGirr, J. J. G, Johnston, V.C.R.W.
McKell, Ww.J. MecGirr, P. M.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Vote agreed to.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND JUSTICE.
Additional Arbitration Judges—Court Reporters—Fair
Rent’s Court—Work done for Commonwealth Govern-
ment-—Treatment of Prisoners in Gaols—Shooting Case
at Camperdown—Prison Reform—Appointment of
Acting District Court Judges—Bailiffs—Arrest of
Kearney—Payment of Jurors— Clerk of the Peace—
Additional Magistrates—Shaftesbury Reformatory—
Bail Magistrates-—Allowance to Prisoners’ Dependents
—Hangman’s Fees—Public Service Board—Adminis-
tration by Magistrates—Public Defenders—Crown
Prosecutors—Amalgamation of Offices, Sheriff and
Prothonotary—Public Service Board.

‘Department of Attorney-General and of
Justice.

Proposed vote, £47,008.

Mr. J. STOREY (Balmain) [7.8 a.m. ]
Js it the intention of the Government to
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rush the estimates through in this way?
We have just disposed of a huge vote for

the railways.

Mr. Barn: Yeés; we shall go on!

Mr. J. STOREY : I protest against the
Minister for Railways taking charge of
the Attorney-General’s estimates. The
Attorney-General should be in- the chair
to supply hon. members with informa-
tion. The Minister for Railways surely
cannot have information regarding this
department. I recognise there is no rule
compelling the Attorney-General to take
charge of his estimates, but I put it to
him that as a matter of courtesy he
should do so.

Mr. D. R. Hair: Under those circum-
stances I shall take charge of them!

My, J. STOREY : That is more satis-
factory. I am of opinion that the sum
set down for this department is alto-
gether too great. KEach year the esti-
mates of this department are increased,
and eventually will become such a bur-
den that something will have to be done
in the way of curtailment. Throughout
the country there are large and expensive
gaols,-with not a prisoner in them, and
no steps are taken to get rid of these
unnecegsary establishments. The Assist-
ant Treasurer has stated that the Govern-
ment spent three months in the effort to
cut the estimates to the bone, but that
cutting to the bone appears to have had
one result only, and that is the increas-
ing of the expenditure. Under the head-
inf of “Miscellaneous” it is proposed to
vote no less-a sum than £15,415.

Mr. D. R. HawL: Half of that is ‘to
meet expenses of contests in court, which
we get back when 'we are successful!

Mr. J. STOREY : I do not know that
we are always successful. When the hon.
member was a member of the Labour
Government T heard him boast that we
had won suits in many cases against the
Commonwealth Government, but that
was due, not to any superior knowledge
of the law on our part, but to the fact
that Mr. Hughes did not understand
the Commonwealth Constitution. What
I am complaining about is the huge sum
of money that has to be found for this
department. We have talked a lot abous
law reform, and the neces31ty for
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economy in the system of justice gen-
erally, and yet we find that this expendi-
ture continues to increase, while justice
continues to diminish, so that we are
getting a minimum of justice at a maxi-
mum of cost. The hon. member for
Darlinghurst, when in opposition, fre-
quently pointed out to the Minister
where irregularities, excessive charges,
and stupid administration have cost this
country a large sum of money. The
- Minister accepted that advice, but never
did anything in the way of effecting
reform. Now he is on the same side
as the hon. member for Darlinghurst and
still he does not do anything. When is
this piling up of expenditure, which has
to be met by the unfortunate taxpayer,
going to end?

Mr. D. R. Hair: The additional
amount is nearly accounted for by the
fact that we are employing additional
Arbitration Court judges, and paying
them from this department. It will be
noted, too, that the Department of Lab-
our and Industry is relieved of a very
large sum for wages boards.

Mr. J. STOREY : I agree that the ex-
penditure of money on those additional
judges is justified. When we were mem-
bers of the Government party we held
that there ought to be additional In-
dustrial Court judges for the purpose of
relieving the congestion in the courts,
because we recognised that that conges-
tion caused a great deal of dissatisfaction
amongst trade-unions, and consequent
dislocation of industries. What I par-
ticularly refer to, however, is the reform
that has been promised in connection
with bankruptey and other branches of
the Justice Department. That matter
has been discussed at party meetings and
in this House on many ocecasions, but
each succeeding Minister has refrained
from doing anything. It will be the
duty of the Government one day to
practically turn itself inside out in
order to find ways and means to carry
on the affairs of the country if this
piling up of expenditure be continued.
I do not want to labour the question, but
I believe that if you went page by page
through the estimates you would discover
abundance of justification for reform, if
not for the curtailment of expenditure
under existing conditions. I am ready to

[Mr. J. Storey.
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admit that if you permit houses to be
built, you must equip them ; but what I
am complaining about is the building of

.the houses, and the costly system that is

growing up, which will become of such
magnitude some day that it will be im-
possible for a population of 2;000,000
people to find the means to carry on the
government of the country. Every
thoughtful member has spoken on tihis
subject. I admit that for seventeen years
I have been a free lance, and possibly have
not taken the keen interest in this matter
I should have done. But that does not
relieve me of the obligation which is now
upon me to remind hon. members of the
difficult position we are beginning to find
ourselves in because of the rapidly in-
creasing expenditure in the different
departments. In the Justice Department
it ought to be lessening. 'With the simpli-.
fication of the prison system, I do not
think the cost ought to be increasing.

Mr. D. R. HaLn :  There are savings,
but the increased cost of food for the
prisons during the last two years has
eaten up what would have been saved
in other directions ! :

Mr. J. STOREY : I remember during
the course of the Enmore election that
the Attorney-General pointed to the .
wonderful reforms in the prison system.
He said that all the inmates were work-
ing harmoniously in the different gaols.
He had a picture of the prisoners in a
little book to show the reforms which
had been carried out as the result of the
humanitarian regulations introduced by
him, Side by side with those reforms
there should be some curtailment in the
expenditure. I admit that the public
want the departments to be well ad-
ministered.  They also want the law
to be made simple in order that access
to the different courts may be made
easier. Why is it that we do not sim-
plify the courts we have? Ask nine-
tenths of the people what the Banco
Court is, and they will tell you it is the
Bankruptey Court. -

Mr. KEEGAN (Glebe) [7.24 am.]: I
want to draw the attention of the
Attorney-General to a matter I referred
to a few days ago—that is, in respect of
an official court reporter by the name of
Quong. I asked the Minister whether it
was a fact that a Mr, Quong, stated to
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.fo be an alien, was employed as official
court reporter, and that his presence was
obiected to by every member of the staff
with which he was associated. I have
been informed by the Attorney-General
that this man is an Australian ; but the
fact remains that, although. he is an Aus-
tralian, he is a Chipaman.

* Mr. D. R. Hawr: His mother was a
white woman, and his father a Chinaman !

Mr. KEEGAN: I am informed that
objection was raised to this man being
employed in the position he now holds.
When that protest was made, he was
temporarily removed from the position ;
but, apparently through some influence,
he was afterwards placed back in the
position ke now occupies. He is working
there now, in spite of the protest of every
member of the staff.

Mr. OAKES : What i their objection to
him?

Mr. KEEGAN: It is because they
look upon him as a Chinaman. The
Minister knows that promises have been
held out to returned soldiers, and to every
man who enlists, that when a position
falls due, or even if a position bas to be
found, the Government is determined
that every man who volunteers for service
shall get preference of employment.

" Mr. D. R. HaLn: The position was an
open competition for conipetent shorthand-

writers. This Australian-born half-caste
won it, No one else but him passed the
test !

Mr. KEEGAN : T cannot understand
liow it is that there was nobody in New
South Wales or in any of the other
States—he came over from Melbourne—
competent to fill the position that this
so-called Chinaman fills. He is filling
a position vacated by a man who is on
active service, and has a wife and family
at present in this State. "When the mem-
‘bers of the staff, both men and women,
typewriters and short-handwriters who
have associated with this man, object to
his presence, at least the National win-

the-war Government, or the* " Attorney- .

General, should be the last to keep a man
ina posmon who is objected to, knowing
that he is not a full-blooded Enghshma,n
or Australian, but of Chinése descent.
Under the circums’tances, I maintain that
hie has no right to keep that position,
Further, it appears exceedingly strange to
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me that this man-should have been re-
moved temporarily from the position be-
cause of ‘the objection that was raised to
him, and that afterwards he should be
reinstated in his position. 1 do not

know whether it is correct or not, but I -

have been informed that some of the
judges object to his presence in the court.

Mr. WrieHT: Such a judge ought to
be sacked !

Mr; KEEGAN: I say he should not
be sacked. I maintain that we have
men of Australian birth or English
descent competeat to carry out the duties

‘that this man ig per’foxmmg He has no

right to occupy a position vacated by a
man_who +is fighting for the Empire,
Undér the heading of ¢ Fair Rents "———

Mr. Ley : It ought to be cut out!

Mr. KEEGAN : That shows what re-
gard the hon. member has for an institu-
tion that has been established for «the
purpose of protecting tenants against the
avariciousness of certain landlords. So
far as the Fair Rents Court is concerned
it has done good work in giving protection
to people who have availed themselves of
it. But the Attorney-General knows that
under section 11, which provides that the
tenants shall not be removed until the
expiration of three meonths, the court is
practically impotent and does not perform
the work expected of it because sufficient
protection is not given to tenants whe
come before the court in order to have
their rents reduced. When the Labour
Government was in power and the hon. .
member who occupies the position of
Attorney-General in the present Govern-
ment held a similar position he brought
down an amending bill.

The Cuairyaxn: I want to remind the
hron. member that in the discussion of the
estimates it is not pertinent to go into
questions which involve the passing of
legislation. If the hon. member desires
to discuss the administration of the
court he may do so as he pleases, but he
is not entitled to discuss an amendment
of the Fair Rents Act or the enlarge-
ment of the jurisdiction of the court by
means of an amendment of the Act.

"Mr. KEEGAN : fhe magistrate who
presides over the cowrt and the officers
associated with him have made represen-
tations to the Attorney-General, I under-
stand, in regard to the impossibility of
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the court doing the work expected of it
unless something is done to give the court
greater powers'than it at present possesses.

The CHAIrRMAN: There again I must
ask the hon. member to bear in mind
"what I have already ruled, namely, that
anything involving the passing of legisla-
tion or an alteration of the Act for the
purpose of enlarging the jurisdiction of the
court isnot a matter which canbe discussed
on the question before the Committee.
On the estimates the hon. member can
only discuss the administration of the
various courts and departments, and not
the matter of legislation. . .

Mr. KEEGAN : Should I be in order
in pointing out that the money expended
upon the maintenance of the Fair Rents
Court would be of greater value to the
community if the powers of the court
were enlarged ?

The Crairyaxn : The hon. member must
see that he cannot do that. I will not
perinit the hon. member to do indirectly
what I have already ruled he cannot do
directly.

Mr. KEEGAN : Let me put this ques-
tion to the hon. ‘the’ Attorney-General:
Is he as sincere to-day in what he pro-
poses to do as he was eighteen months
ago? I hope the National Government
will not refuse to honor the promise
made by the Premier prior to the last
elections to the effect that there would be
no interference with the legislation placed
on the statute book at the time. Whilst
the Fair Rents Court has done nearly all
I expected of it it has not done sufficient,

An Hov. MeuBer : Some rents have
been raised !

Mr. KEEGAN : That shows the neces-
sity for the establishment of the court,
and that there is no justification for its
abolition or for any interference with it,
other than by giving it wider powers. I
have been informed that, although the
court has reduced rents, in many cases
landlords have taken advantage of new
tenants who have become the occupiers of
tenements which have been vacated by
other tenants when the rent was fixed by
the court. Here is a case which came
under my own notice which shows the
consideration property-owners are pre-
pared to extend to the men who are at

[Mr. Keegan
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“tion of the Fair Rents
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the front fighting to defend the libertiess
we enjoy here to-day. A case came under,
my notice

The CHAmrMAN: 1 am afraid the hon.
member will not be allowed to pursue this
line of argument. If the hon. member:
has heard cases between a landlord and
tenant, I do not see how he can make:
those matters relevant to the question
before the Committee, unless he can in.
some-way connect them with the adminis-
tration of the Fair Rents Court.

Mr. KEEGAN : There have been cases
before the court in which the rent has

- been fixed for twelve months, and before

the expiration of that term the owners
have taken advantage of new incoming
tenants to increase the rent. Proceed-
ings have been taken to compel those
people to observe the law,

Mr. D. R. HaryL: If the hon. member
can quote cases of that kind we will very
soon deal with them ! .

Mr. KEEGAN : I should like a reply
to this question : Is the Attorney-General
sincere in the promise he made during
the last election that he intended to
bring in a bill to amend the Fair Rents
Act? .

The Criairmax : The hon. member can-
not go into these matters. I have allowed
the hon. member all the latitude I can
under the rules, and I ask him not to
deal with any matter involving any altera-
Act, because
whether consequent upon a promise of
the Attorney-General or not it is not
relevant to the administration of the Fair
Rents Court.

Mr. KEEGAN : The very fact of pro-
perty owners refusing to observe the law,
increasing rents as they have done, and
placing the court in the position of
having to take proceedings against them
for doing so, goes to prove the justifica-
tion for the Fair Rents Court. I am
very anxious to see a court in existence
that can deal out even-handed justice as
between property-owners and their ten--
ants, by its having the fullest possible
powers for the protection of tenants as
much as property-owners are protected
under laws which exist at the present
time.

M. STUART ROBERTSON (Cam--
perdown) [7.41 am.]: At this stage I
have no intention of going into details,.



- Supply.

‘but T want to submit to the Attorney-
General a matter previously brought
under his mnotice by Commonwealth
officers.. In the hon. member’s depart-
ment there is a large number of officers
who do work for the Commonwealth in
their off-time. I believe I am correct in
saying that the pay which these officers
receive from the State Government is
sufficiently liberal to enable them to live
in a state of comfort, they being highly-
paid officers. The Attorney-General is
aware that a niumber of these officers do
a considerable amount of work for the
Commonwealth in addition to the work
which they do for the State Government;
that they do that work in their ordinary
office hours, and receive payment from
the Commonwealth for doing it. 1 want
the Attorney-General to look into the
matter and see that where work for the
Commonwealth is done by an officer of
his department in the hours allotted to
him to do work for the State Govern-
ment, any fee paid to him by the Com-
monwealth shall not go to increase his
salary but shall be paid into the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of the State,
and thus go towards decreasing the taxa-
tion of the people of the State. If a
man is employed in a State office and
payment is made for work performed
by him for the Commonwealth during
his ordinary office hours it is right that
that money should not go into the
pockets of that officer, but in to the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of the State.

Mr. D. R. Hatn: T may inform the
hon. member that the matter is under
very serious consideration at the present
time in all the departments! v

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I ac-
cept the hon. member’s assurance .that
the matter is under consideration, and I
suppose, therefore, that it will receive
proper attention.

I want to ask the Attorney-General a
question in regard to the prisons’ admin-
istration. Is it a fact that he has de-
cided that men convicted of offences
under the Commonwealth TUnlawful
Associations Act shall whilst in prison
be treated as political prisoners, and
ghall not be herded with what are gener-
ally known as the criminal classes? T
should like to have the assurance of the
Attorney-General that they are to be
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treated as political prisoners and will not.
be herded with ordinary criminals. If
there is no other charge against them,
will the Attorney-General take into con-
sideration the desirableriess of putting
those men in a different prison, and
segregate them from the ordinary cri-
mina] classes in prison?

Mr. D. R. Harn: There is no.such
power now, but regulations are under
consideration to permit certain prisoners
to get different treatment. I do not con-
template treating the IL.W.W. differently
from ordinary prisoners, but that aged.
men shall receive different treatment.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: We
know that a number of men have joined
the I.W.W. association who look upon it.
purely and simply as a union, whatever
may be proved against other members—
for instance, a man over 83 years of age,
who, until his conviction the other day,
had never had a charge made against
him.

Mr. D. R. Harn: He admitted that he
had been in gaol before!

Mr. Laxa: He did not!

Mr. D. R. Hawr: He said it was well
known!

Mr. Laxc: No!

Mr. D. R. Harn: Yes, he did!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I sub-
mit for the serious consideration of the
Attorney-General that it is unnecessary
to aggravate any kind of sore, whether a
political sore or otherwise. The most
lenient treatment possible should, I.
think, be given to convicted persons
under any circumstances.

Mr. D. R. HavL: I think there is some-
thing in that argument, but it ought to
be addressed to the people who passed the
Act—that is, the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment ! -

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I
thought that a prisoner, up to the time
he came before the court, was subject to
Commonwealth law, but once sentence
had been passed upon him he became
subject to the prison laws of New South:
Wales and the regulations thereunder.
I was informed, in connection with
the case of certain soldiers who were
convicted under martial law in Egypt,
that when they arrived here and were
imprisoned they became subject to our
prison regulations. It was not within
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the power of the State authorities to
modify their sentences, but the whole
of their treatment was under local con-
trol.

Mr. D. R. Haun: We lent the Com-
monwealth some gaols, and managed
them on its behalf. Our officers are
taking instructions from the Common-
wealth authorities!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: Yes,
but before that arrangement was entered
_ into, the prisoners were detained under
the conditions I have described. T take
it that the Attorney-General will be per-
fectly within his right in modifying the
application of the prison regulations, so
that the men to whom I have referred
may be treated with consideration be-
yond that extended to ordinary crim-
-inals. Ninety-nine per cent. of the men
who have joined the IL.W.W. have done
so in the belief that it was an ordinary
union, and they would not think of
breaking the law.

I now desire to refer to the case in
which a verdict was given to-day—the
sshooting case at Camperdown.

Mr. D. R. Hawr: That case will come
“before the court to-morrow. An inquest
‘was held as to the cause of the man’s
«death, but a certain other man was
«charged before the police court with an
-offence in connection with the death, and
his case was adjourned until to-morrow,
¥riday. Under these circumstances it is
.sub judice.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: Here
is the report

The CuaRMAN: I cannot accept any
Teport. I must accept the word of the
‘Attorney-General. 1 rule at once that
the hon. member is not entitled to refer
to a case which is pending, and is to go
before the court to-morrow.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: The
_point is this
Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: I ask that
‘you, sir, should adhere to your ruling,
inasmuch as a certain person connected
with this case has been charged, and has
~ to answer to his bail to-morrow. The
case must necessarily be regarded as sub
Judice.
The CuamrMAN: I am sure the hon.
member will not attempt to make any
[Mr. Stuart-Robertson.
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further reference to the case, which is
sub judice if ever a case was. I will nof
permit any reference to it. "
Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I re-
gret very much that you should have
given such a ruling, because I shall be
compelled to dissent from it. '
The CrarMAN: Very well. Will the
hon. member furnish me with his dissent
in writing ?
- Mr. Laxc: :
The CuamrMax: Order! I cannot
allow the hon. member to say what he
likes, to call names across the table, and
indulge in personal recriminations. This
is not the place for that kind of thing.
Mr. Laxc: The dishonorable member
who tells lies! ;
The CuamMan: I must ask the hon.
member to withdraw that expression.
He has referred to the Attorney-General
as “the dishonorable member who tells
lies.” The expression is clearly dis-
orderly and most offensive, and must be
withdrawn.
Mr. Laxc: What is the expression?

The CHamrMax: I have told the hon.
member, and it is of no use for him to
trifle with me. For the second time I
ask him to withdraw.

Myr. Laxg: I shall be pleased to do so—
what is the expression?

The CuarMAN: The hon. member used
the expression, “the dishonorable mem-
ber who tells lies.” Everyone heard the
expression, and I ask the hon. member
to withdraw it without further trifling.

Mr. Laxg: I withdraw! f
Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON : I move:

That the Chairman leave the chair to
report a point of order, and ask leave to
sit again so soon as the point of order
shall have been decided by the House.
The point of order is that the Chairman
of Committees was wrong when he gave
the decision that the hon. member for
Camperdown was not in order in discuss-
ing the case of a verdict given in the
Coroner’s Court and reported in the Daily
Telegraph of 6th Septemper, 1917, on the
ground that the matter was sub judice.

The reason I have dissented from your
ruling is because T submit that you were
not sufficiently informed of the circum-
stances of the case when you gave your
decision. I submit that a correct report
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in the Daily Telegraph was upon the
table, which I could have handed to you,
showing all the proceedings in that par-
ticular court, and that already a verdiet
had been given in the lower court which
must bring about a dismissal imme-
diately the prisoner appeared before the
Newtown court to answer to his bail,
because there was no evidence against
him. That was the statement I received
from the solicitor who was defending
and” whose integrity .and knowledge of
the law no hon. member would doubt.
That is what Mr. Penny informed me was
stated by the coroner in delivering his
verdict. It was conveyed to me by tele-
phone, and I feel certain that had you
been fully seized of the facts in the case
you must have decided that it was quite
within the province of any hon. member
of this House to discuss that case, as a
decision had already been arrived at
which was of such a nature that the
prisoner on answering his. bail must
necessarily be discharged, on the ground
that there was no evidence against him.

Mr. J. C. L. FirzratrICK: I rise to
order. 1 take the point that the hon.
member is now endeavouring to secure
recognition, through the medium of a-
report, of the very statements which he
desired: to make on the occasion when
you took exception to his attitude. The
hon. member’s bounden duty

Mr. OseorxE: I rise to order!

The CuamrMAaN: I do not know whether
the hon. member for Paddington can
take a point of order, unless the hon.
member is going to contend that no
point of order can be taken on the hon.
member for Camperdown when he states
hxs case.

r. OsBorxE: No. I propose to sub-
mit that the matter, having been sub-
mitted to the House by the hon. member
for Camperdown, no discussion can take
place.

The Cuamrman: The standing orders
provide that an hon. member may take
a point of order at any time, except in
certain cases specifically provided for, of
which this is not one., The Minister
for Mines is quite in order in taking a
point of order upon the hon. member for
Camperdown in his stating his pomt to
the House.
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Mr. StuarT-ROBERTSON :
the standing order?

If any objection is taken to a ruling or
decision of the Chairman of Commlt;ees,

such objection must be taken at once;
and having been stated in writing, and if

May I read

“the Committee so decide (no debate being

allowed, except a statement of the objec-
tion limited to ten minutes), the Chair-
iian shall leave the chair, and the House
resume——

The CuamMAN: The hon. member will
resume his seat. I know that rule quite
well; but if the hon, member thinks that
under cover of it he is ‘entitled to say
anything he likes—for instance, to use
offensive language, to violate the ordi-
nary rules of debate, to use disrespectful

“language of the Sovereign, or to deal

with matters that are sub judice—ithe
hon. member is very much mistaken.

Mr. STUsART-ROBERTSON :
offensive language!

The Cuammax: If the hon. member
were correct it would be possible for an
hon. member, in speaking to a motion
of dissent, to violate all the rules of de-
bate, and to contend that because he has
ten minutes in which to state the point,
no lhon. member can rise to a point of
order. I rule that that is not so. I ask
the hon. member to state his case con-
cisely, and not to drag in matters that
have been ruled out of order.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: I thought
that the hon. member was endeavéuring:
to do what he was prevented from doing
by your first ruling. Therefore 1 took:
the point of order.

The Cuamrman: The hon. member for-
Camperdown was just transgressing, and'
I would have stopped him. He was.
clearly attempting to state to the Com-
mittee matters which he knew I had
stopped him from submitting.

Mr. STuart-RoBERTSON : I was making
no attempt to transgress your ruhncr
It is most difficult to get a complete state-
ment of fact before the Chair without
coming very near the dividing line be-
tween what is in order and what is not.
I was endeavouring to place before hon.
members arguments that the matter
upon which I desired to speak was not
sub judice. Surely the coroner having
given a decision, accompanied by a cer-
tain intimation:

I used no
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The CHAlRMAN: T ask the hon. member
to confine himself to the subject-matter
of the motion of dissent. I ruled that
the hon. member was not in order in
dealing with a matter which, on the
.statement of the Attorney-General, and
on the facts submitted, was clearly sub
Judice. It was quite clear to me that the
hon. member was attempting to discuss
a matter which was sub judice—a matter
which is coming before the court to-
aorrow. The hon. member is now seek-
ing to bring before the Committee, under
-cover of his ten minutes statement, those
very matters that I ruled he could not
introduce. I rule that the hon. member
must deal with the facts stated in. his
motion of dissent, and that he is not
-entitled to go into the merits of the
matter which I ruled was out of order.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: As I
cannot inform you as to the facts, I shall,
with your permission, withdraw the mo-
-tion of dissent, and. go on with the debate.

Motion by consent withdrawn.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: We
«come now to the question of court re-
porters. It is a large item, which in-
-volves a considerable amount of expense
to the country. Tt was stated by the
judge in arbitration .recently that he
takes his own short notes of the cases
before the court, and by that means saves
the country considerable expense. In
_view of the burden of taxation which we
‘have, it is fair and reasonable, wherever
possible, and consistent with the proper
administration of the law and the right
of the individual citizen to be properly
heard before any tribunal, that depart-
mental expenses shall be submitted to
‘the pruning-knife so that all unneces-
sary administration expenses shall cease.
I shall not in any way discuss the value
“of the judges. In all countries ‘it is
necessary to have laws. I submit to the
- Minister that the Arbitration Court
“judges could be reduced in nmumber by
-one. The business in that court has been
very considerably reduced, and one of the
Arbitration Court judges might be em-
‘ployed in some other court than this one.
“In that way there would be a saving of

“the expense that is frequently incurred -

-owing to the department appointing act-
ing judges to do circuit work.
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Mr. D. R, Hawn: We will see what is
the result when all the work of the
wages boards is transferred to them!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: In
view of the de-registration of so many
unions, it would appear that the business
in the Arbitration Court will be very
small, and if the Government put all the
unionists in gaol there will be nobody to
appear for the employees. As regards
the District Courts, the officers in those
courts have long vacations. [Commaittee
counted.] L

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : I move:

That the hon. member be not further
heard.

Question put. The Committee divided:

Ayes, 29; noes, 17; majority, 12.

AYES.
Arthur, Dr. R. Lane, H. W.
Ball, R. T, Latimer, W. F.
Beeby, G. S. Ley, T. J.
Bennett, W. Millard, W.
Bruntnell, A. Nicholson, Lit.-Col.
Buttenshaw, E. A.  Oakes, C. W.
Cocks, A, A. C. Perry, J.
Colquhoun, P. B. Storey, D.
Fallick, J. Walker, R. B.
Fitzpatrick,J.C. L. Wearne, W. E.
Graft, A. Weaver, R. W. D,
Hall, D. R. Zuill, W, A.
Hoskins, T, J. _ Tellers,
Hunt, J. C. Grimm, A, H.
James, A.G. F. Robson, W.E. V.

Nozus.
Dooley, J. Osborne, J. P.
Doyle, J. W. Quirk, J. P.
Gardiner, A. R. Storey, J.
Johnston, V. C.R. W, Stuart-Robertson,
Keegan, T. R.J.
Lang, J.T. ‘Wright, J.
MeGirr, J. J. G.
McGirr, P. M. Tellers,
McKell, W. J. Davies, W.
Mutch, T. D. Kearsley, W.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

[The Chairman left the chair ot 8.30
a.m. The Committee resumed at 9.30
a.m.]

Mr. DOOLEY (Hartley) [9.30 a.m.]:
For years past the proper discussion of
the estimates has been almost impossible.
T have stated many times in the House
that we cannot overestimate the import-
-ance of discusssing the estimates, because
hon. members see a good deal of the
condition of the country, and they very
often have valuable suggestions to make
to the officials responsible for the admin-
istration of the departmenfs. I know
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‘that the responsible officers take sufficient
notice of these suggestions to bring about
certain alterations. .

The Department of the Attorney-
General is one in which a great deal of
reform is required. We have on various
occasions in the House heard a great
deal about law reform and the cheapen-
ing of law, so as to make it possible for
people in poor ecircumstances to obtain
~the same rights before a court as wealthy
people. You cannot claim that there is
justice in a country when one person, by
reason of his greater wealth, is able to
override a decision in the lower court
by appealing to a higher court, and so
aaking it impossible for a poor man to
-continue to go from one couit to another.
We should endeavour to create a state of
society wherein rich and poor alike
would be able to get a fair deal before
the courts. I am not reflecting upon the
‘judges, but I think that many of them
have outlived their years of usefulness.
They have reached an age when their
memories are not keen enough to retain
the details of a case so as to enable them
to give an unbiassed judgment. As to
the magistrates, their decisions very
.often do not meet with the approval of
the community. We must endeavour to
see that the people respect both the
judges and the magistrates to such a
degree that they believe they can gel
justice. Constitutional government is
impossible unless the community respects
the Government.

I want to bring under the notice cof
the Attorney-General a case that has
been before the court recently. A man
was arrested on the charge of inciting fo
strike. That may or may not be a
8erious charge, but he is a respectable
young man, of excellent character. He
was brought before the court, and some
delay took place in getting bail. After
he got bail he appeared before the court
and was remanded. 1 am informed on
reliable authority that, while waiting for
his case to come before the court, he was
detained for hours in a cell with habitual
drunkards and criminals of a low order.
I will give the Minister the name of tha
man, with particulars of the case. I
think diserimination should be shown in
connection with cases that come before
the court. When a man refuses to work
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for another, or says to some_ man
that he thinks he should mot continue
at his job, that may be a grievous offence
at law, but a respectable, clean-living
citizen should not be thrown into a cell
with drunkards or persons of a low type
and compelled to remain there.

In connection with the estimates last
year I dealt with what I considered to
be some of the essentials of prison re-
form, but I am sorry to say that not
much has been done during the year.
There still exists in the prisons of this
State what any thinking man must re-
gard as a monstrous thing in a civilised
community. When you walk into a
prison you see the gallows which has been
erected for the purpose of taking the
life of some human creature. I cannot
look at the gallows without thinking that
we are still in a barbarous age. While a
gallows is allowed to exist in a prison it
is almost impossible to bring about an
environment of reform. T have always
been against the system of destroying
the life of a man. The old barbarous
idea that because one man kills another
you should kill him cannot be defended
on the highest grounds of morality. I
take this opportunity of protesting
against the existence of these things, and
of asking that the whole system of deal-
ing with people in prisons should be
reformed. Many a time when people are
guilty of transgressing the law it is no
doubt their own fault, but many a time
it is the fault of the State. Great num-
bers of people have never had a chance.
The environment in which they were
born and bred has made it almost im-
possible for them to keep out of gaol.
I have always argued that, although a
criminal commits an offence against the
State, there are thousands of cases where
the State has committed an enormous
offence against the individual. If the
State does not do its duty to the people
living in it, what are you to expect? I
think that every student of criminology
realises that the best means of reforma-
tion is work. I do not think that these
people are beyond reform. When they
get to an advanced age they may be, hut
the young ones certainly are not beyond
the reach of reform. That work should
not consist in sweeping up prison yards
or pretending to learn some trade which
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the prisoners do not learn sufficiently
well to be able after they leave prison to
successfully carry on the trade in ques-
tion. Nine-tenths of the work done in
prisons is of inferior quality.

Mr. D. R. Havrw: Tt should be borne in
mind that we do not equip prisons with
such good machinery as is used in fac-
tories!

Mr. DOOLEY: Many of the instrue-
tors in the prisons are incempetent, and
the machinery and general equipment are
out of date. I have been informed by
those who can speak with authority on
‘the subject that not one out of a hun-
dred prisoners goes out of gaol as a good
tradesman, able to take his part with his
fellowmen in the particular occupation
which he has been taught while in prison.

Mr. D. R. Harn: I am sure that you
are overstating the case!

Mr. DOOLEY: I may be, but that is
what I have been informed.

Mr. D. R. HaLL: One diffculty is that
if we do prison work well we get into
trouble with tradesmen outside, who do
not like the competition!

Mr. DOOLEY : I believe that the best
method of reforming a prisoner is to put
him on some land outside the gaol and
let him enjoy fresh air and clean sur-
roundings whilst tilling the soil. I be-
lieve that this is done to some extent, but
the system should be extended. Eighty
per cent. of the men on coming out of
prison should be able to take up land on
their own account and obtain a liveli-
hood by tilling the soil.

Mr. D. R. Hatr: At Long Bay there
are over 300 prisoners, and there are no
industries carried on there except by men
working outside. There are 300 pri-
soners working just outside the gaol!

Mr. DOOLEY : I am aware that that
is done, but it is not so general as it
should be. An Act was passed providing
that a man refusing to maintain his wife
and family could be sent to prison for
committing that offence, and the wages
earned by him whilst in gaol be handed
over to his wife for the maintenance of
herself and children. T believe that has
been done in some cases, but I am in-
formed that the amount received by a
wife in such a case is very small indeed.

¢ [Mr. Dooley.
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Mr. D. R. Haun: Never under 9s. a
week, unless the man is a hopeless cripf
ple and cannot work at all! .

Mr. DOOLEY : A man may commit a
comparatively trivial offence and be sen-
tenced to an imprisonment of twelve
months or perhaps two or three years.
In such a case the wife and family of
that man are compelled to suffer enor-
mous privations because of his incar-

“ceration for committing an offence of

which they were entirely innocent. The
wife can get an allowance of 2s. a week
for each child from the State Children’s
Department, and sometimes the Colonial
Secretary’s Department will give a full
order for 10s. a week. I maintain that
whentheStatetakes away the breadwinner
from his ordinary occupation and puts
him in prison for having committed some
crime his wife and family should not be
compelled to suffer the enormous priva-
tions which the wives and children of
some prisoners have to suffer to-day. I
hope the Government will take into its
serious consideration the responsibility
which devolves upon the State every
time a man is sent to ‘gaol, and thus
taken away from his wife and family by
the State. In such a case the State
should hold itself responsible for the
maintenance and clothing and healthy
surroundings of that man’s family while
‘he is in prison.

Mr. LaTiMer: That would make it all
the casier for a man to go to gaol!

Mr. DOOLEY: That idea was ex-
ploded hundreds of years ago. I am too
humane to think that a wife and chil-
dren should be made to suffer because
their breadwinner has been sent to
prison for some offence.

Mr. D. R. Harn: If a man dies, his
wife and family may get along as best
they can, but if he is sent to gaol the
State must look after them, according to
the hon. member’s argumentf

Mr. DOOLEY : I say it is the duty of
the State to provide for a woman and
her children when they have been de-
prived of their breadwinner by the State.

I am exceedingly sorry that the Fair
Rents Act has not had a fair trial. It
has done a great deal of good, and, with
slight amendment, could do a great deal
more. I know that a number of hon,
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members object to the principle of regu-
lating rents by Act of Parliament.
Other people have objected to the regu-
lation of wages by Act of Parliament,
but we must some day come to the con-
clusion that if a man’s wages are to be
regulated by Act of Parliament accord-
ing to evidence given before a tribunal,
the prices of commodities which he pur-
chases with his wages should be similarly
regulated; and as the principal portion
of the wages earned by him is spent in
rent, the first thing which it is necessary
to have is a regulation of rents. During
the present industrial upheaval there
have been dozens of cases where men
out of work were in arrears of rent for
perhaps only a fortnight, and, in conse-
quence, they, together with their wives
and children, have been thrown out on
to the streets by the landlord. These
men believed that they were right in
going out on strike, and in the absence
of any finding of any tribunal to the
contrary, I also believe that they were
right. It is monstrous to say a system
of landlordism should be permitted to
pitch men and their wives and families
out on the roadside simply because they
are a fortnight in arrears with the rent,
although they have not been behind in
their rent previously, though, perhaps,
in occupation of the same house for some
vears past. This shows the class hatred
which is behind the present industrial
upheaval. There is no protection at the
present time through the Fair Rents
Court. I know of instances where
tenants have been notified of a sub-
stantial increase in rent. I admit that
they have an opportunity of going before
the court, but, without an amendment of
the Act, the Fair Rents Court is not able
to serve the purpose originally intended
by this House. I think the Government
should bear in mind the fact that it has
more duties to perform to the country
than to imprison strikers and break up
unionism. It has the duty of protecting
the lives of individuals; and a great
many of these lives will be sacrificed un-
Jess a great deal of reform is dome in
the interests of the people.

The expenditure of the Public Service
Board comes under this estimate, there-
fore it may not be out of place to re-
view the usefulness or otherwise of that
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board. I admit that it is very difficult
to find out what is the best way to regu-
late the great staff employed by the

"Crown in the various departments. That

is a problem which requires a lot of
thinking about, and one which it is al-
most impossible to solve. Discontent
exists everywhere,- and as long as dis-
content is of a healthy character, no-
body can find fault with it. I believe
that healthy discontent is the only means
whereby we can hope to get reasonable
progress. Progression is impossible with-
out a healthy discontent, because con-
tentment brings about stagnation. The
Public Service Board has a difficult
task to perform, and, after all, I think
that direct Ministerial management and
control of the respective departments is
Letter than a system which permits of
favouritism being shown under the ex-
ercise of club and other influences. It
cannot be said that under present con-
ditions promotion is always based upon
merit, or that high positions are always
given to the persons best suited for them.
Sometimes an officer who has had years
of service in a particular department,
and is well qualified, finds his chance of
promotion taken away from him by an
officer being introduced from another de-
partment, and placed over his head. If we
are going to introduce a system of check-
ing the work done by mechanics in our
workshops, who are getting 10s. or 12s.
a day, we should adopt some similar
method of ascertaining the amount and
value of the work done by salaried offi-
cers. If it is intended that only the
Yottom dog shall be required to put on an
extra spurt, justice cannot be done, and
the same system should be applied all
round. If it is thought that the State is
losing money in its industrial depart-
ments or business enterprises, there may
l.e equal ground for believing that losses
are occurring in other departments
where salaried officers mainly are em-
ployed. I am not complaining of the
individual heads of departments. I have
received courteous treatment from most
of them, and have found them to be full
of information. But I think that a
complete system of checking and costing
should be applied to the work of every,
individual in every department, and the
results should not only be recorded in
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the departments, but should become the
property of this House. As the cus-
todians of the public funds, we do mot
look seriously enough into the manner
in which such money is expended. There
should be some general reorganisation of
the public service. 1 know that a royal
commission has been.appointed for the
purpose of ascertaining what course is
best to adopt to improve the efficiency
of the service, and to secure an accurate
record of the work done. This commis-
sion has been appointed to inquire into
the conditions under which officers re-
ceiving salaries of from, say, £200 to
£600 are working, with a view to apply-
ing some system of checking the work;
and if a commission is considered neces-
sary in this case, how can the Govern-
ment justify the introduction of a simi-
lar system of checking in the railway and
tramway workshops before the appoint-
ment of a commission and the holding
of an impartial inquiry? The railway
employees were refused a commission of
inquiry, and this favouritism of the
section of the public servants who are in
receipt of large salaries should be
brought to an end. I hope that full con-
sideration will be given to the reforms I
have outlined, and that special attention
will be directed to the matter of relieving
the sufferings of women and children
whose breadwinners are cast into prison.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Bathurst) [10.9
am.]: I candidly confess that, after the
long sitting through which we have
passed, I do not feel that I am in a
condition to criticise the estimates with
the vigour that should be displayed. But
I cannot allow them to pass without
making a few observations in regard to
some of the reforms which I think might
be instituted. The Attorney-General,
when he first took over the control of
his department, when he was a member
of the Labour Government, was very
enthusiastic on the subject of law reform
generally, and made prison reform a
hobby. No doubt he then carried out
some reforms, but he has since stopped
short. Possibly this may have been due
to his newly-found associates, who may
have caused his enthusiasm to cool off.
But, at any rate, he has not continued
the good work upon which he embarked,
particularly in the direction of improv-

[Mr. Dooley.
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ing the conditions of the unfortunates
who find their way into our peniten-
tiaries.

Mr. D. R. Harwn: I am going on with
the good work in the general interests
of all!

Mr. JOHNSTON : If the Minister were
doing this good work I am sure he would
not hide his light under a bushel. I
hope he will not allow his native modesty
to obscure the good work which he says
is being carried on. Some years ago I
had the honor and pleasure of directing
his attention to certain facts in connec-
tion with our inferior courts, and I am
glad to say that he then took action that
led to the unfortunates who came before
the court having meted out to them a
larger measure of justice than was pre-
viously the case. But I would point out
that the conditions that prevailed at the
time I brought the matter under his
notice are now, probably owing to lack
of supervision, rapidly being reverted to.
I can quite understand that the magis-
trates in the metropolitan police courts
have a large number of cases to decal
with. I am casting no reflection upon
our magistrates. They are excellent mexn,
and within their limitations do the best
they can. But under present conditicns
they are prevented from displaying that
close watchfulness that is necessary to
ensure that the scales of justice §hall
be evenly balanced, and that the under-
dog shall receive a full measure of justice.
All our magistrates in the courts through
which a large amount of business passes
are too prone to accept the evidence of
the prosecuting constable, and do not
show sufficient appreciation of the fact
that the man brought before the court
may be quite new to his surroundings,
and may be overawed by the fact that he
is brought face to face with an auslere
magistrate and the .full majesty of the
law. TUnder such circumstances the
accused person is not able to place his
case before the court in such a way as to
secure justice unless he has the advan-
tage of legal assistance. The principal
reason for that is that there is not a
sufficient number of magistrates in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. D. R. HaLL:
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Mr. JOHNSTON: If that is so the
department should see that these magis-
trates do not run through their cases as
fast as they can in order that they may
get leisure. They should spend a reason-
able time in hearing all the evidence
that may be forthcoming in a case. A
magistrate, on account of the hurried
way in which he deals with these cases,
is too prone to take the evidence of the
prosecuting constable at its face value
and discount the evidence offered on be-
half of the man who is being tried. The
Minister states that there is a sufficient
number of magistrates to deal with the
cases that come before them, and if that
is so it is the duty of the department to
see that these magistrates remain in the
court a reasonable time in order to hear
the whole of the evidence available.

" Mr. D. R. Hair: If the hon. member
will give me the names of the magis-
trates who deal with cases in the way he
suggests T shall be pleased to have their
work checked. I shall drop into the court
quietly and watch them some morning.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I shall be pleased
to give the Minister the names of magis-
trates who are in the habit of doing this
kind of thing. . When the Midister is
making these chance visits I trust that he
will pay further regard to that which at
. one time he did pay regard—that is, that
everybody concerned in a case shall be
given a proper opportunity to hear the
evidence, It is too often the practice in
our inferior courts for the person who
is being tried to be farthest away from
the witness-box and from the magistrate,
and unable to hear what is being said.
One magistrate in particular makes his
remarks in such a tone that the man
being tried cannot hear him. I have
frequently been sitting at the solicitors’
table and have not been able to hear
what was said by the magistrate, and the
person who was being tried was further
away from him than I was.

There is one phase of prison reform
which might be well locked into by the
Minister, and I am certain that if he
verifies the facts which I am about to
put before him he will at once take steps
to see that this state of things does not
any longer prevail. Men awaiting trial
-are sent to the Penitentiary, either be-
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cause they have not been granted bail or
because of bail not being forthcoming
when it is granted. So far as prison
discipline and diet for minor offences
are concerned, those men are in exactly
the same position as if they had been
tried and found guilty. For instance,
if the governor or deputy-governor of
the prison walks past a man awaiting
trial, the man has to immediately stand
with his face to the wall until the offi-
cial has gone by. Then again, I have
found, when taking a statement in the
Penitentiary, that the breath of the man
from whom I was taking a statement was
absolutely repellent, and it was next to
impossible to sit within hearing distance
of him, I am told that that repulsive
breath is due to the hominy and the
bromide that these men are given for
their meals.

Mr. D. R. HaLr: We took the opinions
of those who were in all the gaols, and
we found that while the women wanted
porridge the men wanted hominy. The
old prisoners, almost without exception,
preferred hominy, while some of ‘the new
men preferred porridge.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I can quite
understand men who have become inured
to prison conditions preferring hominy.
I accept the Minister’s statement, but I
can tell him that I have not seen one
man who did not absolutely abhor this
stinking stuff which they call hominy.

. There is only one way to describe the

offensive breaths of these people, and
that is that they simply stink. It would
be most extraordinary if persons await-
ing trial and not accustomed to prison
fare preferred hominy to good whole-
some porridge.

The man to whom bail has not been
granted or to whom bail has been
granted and not been forthcoming has
a right to be treated as an innocent man
until his peers have found him guilty.
There are sent to the Penitentiary the
worst and most mentally depraved men
that the nation unfortunately produces.
Even while awaiting trial men who are
in the Penitentiary on charges of com-
mitting certain immoral offences are
perinitted at certain hours to commingle
with men awaiting trial on other and
much less heinous charges. There is ne -

N
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doubt that that corrupts the morals of
boys of over 16 years of age who cannot
be dealt with at the Children’s Court.

Mr. D. R. Hawn: First offenders
awaiting trial are not in association with
old offenders awaiting triall

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am speaking of
offenders who are charged with commit-
ting sexual offences. I know of a specific
case in which the boy’s father came to
me. As the boy was over 16 years of
age he could not be dealt with at the
Children’s Court. -

Mr. D. R. Hatn: You say there ought
to be a further subdivision of first of-
fenders?

- Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes. .
i Mr. D. R. Han: I will look into it!

Mr. JOHNSTON: I want to say a
word with regard to workmen’s compen-
sation moneys held by the registrars of
the District Courts. When speaking on
the address in reply I understood that
this matter was going to be looked into.
I had interviews with the Solicitor-
General, and he promised that he would
give it-his attention. T now call the
Attorney-General’s attention to the fact
that thousands of pounds are vested in
the registrar of the District Courts ss
trustees of moneys awarded to infants
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act,
and held by the registrars as trustees
until the infants attain the age of 21
years. If there is a time when these
moneys should be expended upon the

infants it is when they are not able to’

earn money for their food and clothing,
or when money should be expended upon
them to give them a reasonable chance
in the battle of life. If the Minister will
review the awards made by Distriet Court
judges in workmen’s compensation cases
he will find invariably that where there
are children and a widow a portion of
the money is given to the widow. Take
a hypothetical case in which £400 is
granted to a widow with three children.
In almost every case something similar
to this is done: The judge awards £200
to the widow, and the balance of £200
will go to the three children, to be vested
in the registrar of the court until they
attain the age of 21 years. He makes
an order that if one should die the bal-
ance is vested in the survivors. The Act
makes all such orders subiect to review,
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but there is not one widow in twenty-five
who ever comes back to the court to
have a subsequent review made of the
award.

Mr. D. R. Harr: It is a costly busi-
ness when only a small sum is involved!

Mr. JOHNSTON: So it is, and the
spirit of the Act is that the moneys-
awarded shall not be frittered away in
legal expenses of barristers or solicitors
or in court fees. In fact, Judge Back-
house has laid down, in connection with
the distribution of these moneys, that
he will not hear counsel or consent to
money being expended in that way.
Some steps should be taken so that the
moneys shall be made available under
reasonable supervision for the upkeep of
the children, and to give them a reason-
able chance of equipping themselves for
the battle of life, if there is sufficient for
that purpose.

Mr. D. R. HaLL: Does that require a
new Act or fresh regulation?

Mr. JOHNSTON: It only requires
new regulations under the Workmen’s
Compensation Act. I wish to draw the
Minister’s attention to one or two items
in regard to an increase in expenditure
that seems to me strange under the exist-
ing conditions in regard to finance and
this fearful war. I am not using harsh
criticism, but I think the matter needs
explanation, particularly in view of the
denunciations by members of the Labour
party when they occupied the Treasury
benches that there should be such a
number of acting Distriect Court judges
appointed.

Mr. D. R. Hawr: There were two or
three on leave at the same time, and we
could not fill their places until their
leave was up. Judge Rogers had several
months’ leave, and so had another judge!

Mr. JOHNSTON: They are not on
leave now?

Mr. D. R. Harn: No; there are very
few acting judges now. Until we make
up the list for next year we have either
to appoint another judge or make a sub-
division of the work! )

Mr. JOHNSTON: In view of the
Labour party’s policy on this question, I
think the Minister should make some
announcement to let the public know
where they stand in regard to these
appointments of acting judges. e
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Mr. D. R. HaLr: When you see the
new circuit for next year you will sce
that there will be no need for acting
)udo“es’

Mr, JOHNSTON : I am sure that wlll
be welcomed by the public. I now wish
to draw attention to the item of £1,500,
“fees to non-salaried Crown prosecu-
tors.” That i1s an increase of £500 over
the amount paid last year. Under the
conditions of the war, when everybody is
urged to study economy, the president
of the Industrial Court has laid it down
that he will not, except in isolated cases,
alter the conditions of labour in such a
way as to involve increases of wages dur-
ing the currency of the war. In every
- instance, from huge industrial under-
takings like our railways to small private
concerns, everything is being done to in-
duce the people to study economy. It is
extraordinary that the Government ex-
pects to spend on Crown prosecutors in
the forthcoming twelve months £500 more
than was spent in the former twelve
months.

- Mr. D. R. Hatn: Not more than was
spent, but more than was voted!

Mr. JOHNSTON: I suggest there
should be a column in the estimates
showing what amount was expended and
the amount appropriated. We should
then be able to see at once what might
reasonably be expected for the forth-
éoming year. In the absence of the
‘Auditor-General’s report such a column
is necessary. I wish to refer to an item
on page 72. Last year the amount voted
was £93,252. The line I refer to is
“Less estimated savings on salaries,
£5,000,” bringing the total down to
£88,952. I do not see how the £5,000
- is saved on salaries.

Mr. D. R. Harn: I think it is very
largely made up as the result of officers
who have gone to the war, and we get a
recoup from the Federal Government!

Mr. JOHNSTON: It seems to me
that the item requires a fuller explana-
tion by the Minister. I hope the
Minister will make ‘inquiry with reason-
able diligence into those items on the
estimates that are not sufficiently plain,
and in connection with which we have
not the assistance of the Audxtor-Gene-
ral’s report, -
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Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [10.43
a.m.]: No matter where you look in the
public service you find that the various
departments are out of touch with the
Public Service Board, and efforts are
yearly made to get away from its control.
Even the Public Service Association hay
passed a resolution urging that the board
is not necessary, and asking to be taken
out of its jurisdietion. The Dredge Ser-
vice Association only recently got
away from the control of the board.
They asked for a special tribunal to hear
their claims, and although the Public
Service Board, under whose jurisdiction
in such matters the officers of the dredge
service came, protested agamst t.hls, the
board’s protestatlons were in vain. The
dredge service obtained a special tri-
bunal, and their claims were upheld by
that tribunal, which ought to have been
done by the Public Service Board. I am
pointing out this to show the uselessness
of the Public Service Board and the
general attitude of the various depart-
ments towards it. I say nothing against
the gentlemen who occupy the position
of Public Service Commissioners at the
present time. I believe that some, if not .
all of them, are very estimable gentle-
men, but there has grown up a practice
for some years past of appointing to this -
board public servants who have got be-
yond their usefulness in their own de-
partments. Misfits who were not getting
on well in their own departments have
been appointed as members of the Public
Service Board to get them out of the
way. For some years I have been of the
opinion that the Public Service Board
should be abolished. I hope that the day
will soon come when this burden on the
public will be got rid of. I understand
that there is to be an inguiry by com-
mission into the working of the publie
service. I do not know if the Public
Service Board will come within the in-
quiries of that commission. If it does it
will be found, as many public servants
have stated recently, that the Public Ser-
vice Board is no longer of any use to any,
section of the public service. The time
of the board is principally taken up in
adjusting salaries, making appointments,
conducting examinations, and recom-
mending promotions. Whenever a Min-
ister in charge of a department wants to
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have a particular appointment made, and
does not want to take upon himself the
responsibility for that appointment, he
puts the responsibility on the shoulders
of the Public Service Board. That has
been done again and again. The respon-
sibility for appointments, &e., should be
directly on the Ministerial head. Then
there would not be the continual dis-
satisfaction in the public service which
has hitherto existed with regard to
appointments made by the Public Ser-
vice Board. Within the last few years
the Public Service Board in various mat-
ters has taken a stand against the Min-
ister in charge of a department, who had
given a decision contrary to what the
board had recommended. Two or three
such cases occurred in the Public Works
Department, where the Minister in
charge took it upon himself to go back
on the recommendation of the Public
Service Board. The Public Service
Board protested against what the Min-
ister did, and put the paragraph in its
annual report concerning what they
termed improper action on the part of
the Minister. The board apparently ex-
ists only to enable a Minister to thrust
upon it a responsibility which he does
not care. to take upon himself. The
whole cost of the Public Service Board
is set down in these estimates at £12,465
per annum, but that is exclusive of the
salaries of the members of the board.
These amount to £3,000 altogether, and I
suppose that the travelling and other ex-
penses of the board come to £1,000 more.
Therefore it costs the country £15,000 or
£16,000 a year for the maintenance of a
body from whose control every branch of
the public service is agitating to get
away, in order to be under some other
body, with respect to regrading, promo-
tions, examinations, and hundreds of
other things which are now supposed to
be adjusted by the Public Service Board.
Year after year hon. members, especially
those on the other side of the House,
have been very scathing in their attacks
on the Public Service Board. Now hon.
members opposite, who are administering
the various departments, have an oppor-
tunity to get to work in this matter and
save the taxpayers from this useless bur-
den. Even if there is only one appeal
against its- decision from.some part of
[Mr. Gardiner.
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the country, all the members of the
board go travelling about with a short-
hand-writer and a secretary, at the ex-
pense of the State. Sometimes the whole
board and staff go to places as far
distant as Tenterfield to hear an appeal
lodged, perhaps, by the local police
magistrate or some other officer in some
ofher department there. The board does
not always act fairly. In a great many
instances the board is really in the hands
of departmental heads, who get from the
board the decisions they desire. The
public service does not get a fair- deal
in a great majority of cases. The de-
partmental head is consulted, and what
he recommends is generally granted by
the board. The Public Service Board
has got into such a state of utter neglect
of its duties that the only concern' of
the members of the board is to retain:
their position and make it as satisfactory
as possible to themselves. A great deal
of influence, such as social influence, is
brought to bear on the board, which is
very susceptible to it. ‘The Ministerial
head of a department may work off some
spleen against one of his officers by get-
ting the board to give a decision against
that officer. It is common talk in the
public service that in most cases the only
people who get any consideration at all
in the Public Service Board are the
officers at the top of the tree, who are
the board’s own pets and social friends.
One case I have in mind is that of whole-.
sale appeals from the Navigation De-
partment against the last regrading by
the Public Service Board. Those appeals
of course did not come from those of the
upper ranks of the Navigation Depart-
ment, because those officers got what
they wanted at the first time of asking;
but other officers of the department had
to strongly appeal, and at last they were
compelled to form an association, or, per-
haps, it might be called a union, for the
lower officers in that department. Some
of them joined it, and some of them did-
not, . and at last the Public Service
Board was prevailed upon to grant an
inquiry into their case. All the appeals
were for increase in salary, and, strange
to say, those who had joined the union—
especially those who held office in it—
were given only a. miserable pittance as
an increase, or nothing at all extra,
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whilst some officers who had kept entirely
away from the union were granted

greater increases. The officers of the

Navigation Department appealed to the
Minister in charge of the department,
and stated the facts to the Public Service
Board, and I believe also to the Minister.
What I have stated indicates clearly
that we cannot look for much good from
the Public. Service Board, and I Hope
that the Minister will take. the first op-

portunity of relieving' the taxpayers from.

thie: Burden now imposed upon. them
thirough the heavy expenditure incurrsd
upon the Board. I trust the Minister
will look carefully into the charge 1
liave made. The case is a most serious
one; and. if the facts are as represented
at‘grave scandal exists which should not
Be tolerated for a. moment.. 1 believe
ther Minister-is a fair man, and I hope
he will see that justice is done,

Mr; ¥. M. BURKE (Newtown) [11.3
a.m.]: I would like some information on
the question of bailiffs. I am not ac-
quainted- with the functions of the bai-
liffs who are attached to our various
courts, and I am now seeking for some
enhghtenment In Newtown some few
weeks ago a bailiff presented himself at
the door of the house ocecupied by a lady,
and immediately the door was opened
walked in and took possession. He had
a warrant from a magistrate giving him
the power to take possession. It appears
that this lady had been in the habit of
paymg her rent monthly, and on the
occgsion of the bailiff’s visit three weeks’
rent was owing. No demand had been
made by the agent for this rent, and the
first intimation she had that she was
required to pay it before the end of the
month was that received from the
bailiff himself. I would like to know
whether it is permissible for a bailiff to
take possession under such conditions.
If so, it is full time that the law was
amended so as to provide more protection
for tenants.
ordinary that an sgent can accept rent
monthly for a considerable period and
then suddenly, without having previously
made a demand on the tenfmt send a

bailiff in to take possession when three
weeks’ rent is owing. I waited on the

agent in question and he. told me he was
within his. rights under the law. I do
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Jt seems to me extra- -
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not see any reason why a man who owns
house property should be protected to
any greater degree than ordinary traders.

The CuArRMAN: Order! The Lon.-
member is now dealing with a matter
that would involve an -alteration of. the
statute law. He must confine himself to
matters of administration.

Mr. ¥. M. BURKE: I would like to
know why magistrates in the metropoli=
tan district are allowed to exercise the
widest discrimination. in dealing with
accused persons. A man who was Te-
cently brought before the court on a
serious charge of feloniously slaying was
released on bail in the paltry amount of
£100, whilst in other instances of a
similar character the men charged have-
niot been allowed out on. bail at all.
Whether a.man is guilty or not is imma-=:
terial. His guilt is presumed when he
is charged, and if a man charged with
feloniously slaying another is allowed dut-
on bail his release constitutes a serious:
menace to the community. In contrast
to the case I have referred to I would
like to point to that of a man nared
Kearney who was recently arrested for
inciting men to strike. He was taken:
before the police court and was admitted:
to bail, but was required to find securi-
ties to the extent of £200. ThlS man was:
not accused of any very serious offerice;
and it could not be for one moment:
urged that his release on bail would con=
stitute a public menace. The community;
is not a collection of anarchists and mad+-
men, as some hon. members would have:
us suppose. The great body of the people-
are as sane as ever they were, and some-
of them are a great deal more sane. I
am not speaking as a special advocate of
the man who was charged with inciting
men to strike. For all T know I may be:
similarly charged myself, and my object
in mentioning this matter is to urge
that some degree of justice should be
meted out, and that differential treat-
ment should not be given to the extent
I haveindicated. I believe that amongst
our magistrates there is a considerable
amount of class consciousness. Some of
them apparently consider that they are
placed on the bench to rule the country;.
instead: of merely administering justice:.
When the conscription issue was before
us a certain magistrate become positively
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‘fasulting to the young men who were
brought before him. One of these gentle-
men became so hot in this respect that
it was necessary for the Minister to relc-
- fate him to some obscure part of the
- ¢ountry.

‘As regards jurors’ fees, a man who is
called upon to perform the duties of a

juror is paid the paltry sum, of 8s. per day. .

Those from whom jurors are chosen are
generally persons engaged in busmes,,
:and it is most extraordinary that a mn
“who has to leave his business for probably
sone day or two or three days or even a
~ week should be paid 8s. per day only for
serving his country in this respect. A
juror is called upon to be in attendance
about 9.45 am. If he is not empanelled
‘he is allowed 4s.; if he is empanelled
he is allowed 8s. per day. I know of

-cases in which jurors have lost from 10s. -

to 15s. a day on account of having to
‘neglect their businesses to attend the
~court. This is a matter which ought to
"be rectified by the Government.

As regards the Fair Rents Court, the
“position is that a tenant is only allowed
three months’ grace after his rent has
keen fixed by the court. The Act carnot
be properly administered while the tea-
ant who makes application for a reduc-
tion . in rent is confronted with the
probability of . being put out of his
dwelling after three months. T know
«of several cases in which people do not

think the rent which they pay is fair, .
“‘but are afraid to go to the court because

“they think they will be turned out of
“their dwellings after three months. A
period of twelve months should be
: -allowed. .
The CHAIRMAN : T ask the hon. member
“not to go into that matter. Any matter
“which involves the alteration of an Act
<¢f Parliament cannot be discussed on the
“estimates. It is only matters of admin-
. istration that can be dealt with.
+ Mr. F. M. BURKE: I desire to know
swhat are the functions of the clerk of the
“peace. I was employed for a little titne
‘in close proximity to the clerk of the
peace, and it was very difficult to see
what that official did. He used to go
to his office at about 10 o’clock or 10.30
. in the morning and leave about 4 in the
[M+.F. M. Burke.
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afternoon, but the particular functioas
which he was performing it was impos-
gible to find out. -

As regards stipendiary magistrates, the
amount voted for them last year was
£1,800, while this year it is proposed to
vote £2,400. Apparently we are going to
have an additional stipendiary magis-
trate. Is that because the Government
expect to have a great deal of lawlessness
during the year, and it will be necessary
to have an additional magistrate ap-
pointed to deal with those reckless
anarchists who are supposed to be in our
midst ? . :

Mr. D. R. Hawn: No. We are elevat-
ing Bathurst by giving it a stipendiary,
instead of a police magistrate. The homn.
member will note that there is one moce
stipendiary magistrate and two fewer
police magistrates! : '

Ms. F. M. BURKE: I could never
understand why we have such a great
number of justices of the peace in the
metropolis and in New South Wales
generally. The duty of a justice of the
peace, as far as I can see, is merely to
sign an affidavit or statutory declaraticu.
Some time ago a deputation from the
Justices of the Peace Association waited
upon the Minister and pointed out that,
in these times of great stress, the services
of justices might be utilised for the pur-
pose of doing the work of the stipendiary
magistrates, who are such a great drag
on the country.

Mr. D. R. Hawi: Paid magistrates give
more satisfaction!

Mr. F. M. BURKE: I cannot under-
stand what is the difference between jus-
tices of the peace in the country aad
Jjustices of the peace in the city. .

Mr. D. R. HatL: The Act provides
that all cases in and around the metro-
politan area must be heard by a paid
magistrate!

Mr. F. M. BURKE: T suppose that
means that the people in the country are
different from those in the city, because,
after all, it was from the country thot
the QGovernment got its loyalists. I
should like to know what the Shaftes-
bury Reformatory at South Head is for.

Mr. D. R. HaLi: For habitual drunk-
ards!
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Mr. F. M. BURKE: Will the Attor-
ney-General state how many inebriates
have been in that institution during the
last twelve months?

Mr. D. R. HaLL: Sometimes the num-
ber has been twenty, and sometimes it
has been as low as six or seven!

Mr. F. M. BURKE: Considering the
small number of patients in the institu-
tion is it worth while keeping it on?

Mr. D. R. Havn: We have there half-a-
dozen men who were fighting at the front
and who are hopeless drunkards!

Mr. F. M. BURKE: I notice that right
through the estimates increases in sal-
aries to the clerical staff are provided
for. Is that because the Government :s
paying increments which are due?

Mr. D. R. HaLr: Yes, only the incre-
ments!

Mr. F. M. BURKE: I notice that last
year £520 was provided for warders at the
Shaftesbury Reformatory whilst £730 is
provided this year.

Mr. D. R. Harn:
tional warders.
for women!

Mr. F. M. BURKE: As regards the
case of John Kearney, discrimination
should certainly be made between a man
who is charged with inciting mmen to
strike and a man who is charged with
larceny or felonious assault or some
other heinous offence. I believe that M=,
Kearney was placed in a cell at the
Central Police Station at 6.15 and de-
tained there till 8.45 while his bondsmen
were waiting all the time to bail him out.
Is there any specified time a man shall
be kept before a bondsman can be pro-
cured ?

Mr. D. R. Hari: T will have inquiry
made into the matter. The bail magis-
trate ought to be made available more
rapidly than that!

Mr. F. M, BURKE: I was under the
impression that as soon as the bondsman
was available the man was released.

Mr., D. R. Hawr: We generally try to
keep bail magistrates in the courts!

Mr. F. M, BURKE: On the followmg
morning he was taken from the court-
room and again placed in a cell with
convieted men and “drunks,” while his
bondsman was waiting in the court. Is
there no set rule whereby discrimination
can be shown bpetween the different

There are two addi-
‘We have opened one part

[5 Serr., 1017.]
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classes of persons against whom charges
are made? Are they all supposed to be
huddled together in one common cell?

Mr. D. R. Harr: I am having inquiry
made into the matter. There ought to
be-some discrimination shown!

Mr. F. M, BURKE: I have nothing
more to say on the estimates. I hope the
Government, in connection with its pro-
jected scheme of retrenchment, will apply
the pruning-knife at the top of the tree,
and not allow the unfortunate men at the
bottom of the ladder to carry all the
burden.

Mr. T. J. SMITH (King) [11.32
am.]: It seems to me that the sum of
£64,000 set down for the Prisons Depart-
ment could be put to better use. The
modern conception of a criminal is quite
out of line with our prison system.
Money which is spent for the purpose of
reforming criminals is really used for
the purpose of debasmg them. I am of
the opinion that our prison system makes
criminals instead of reforming them. I
think the Government should give con-
sideration to. the question of the more
sympathetic handling of this class. After
all, the vast majority of those who go to
prison are the misfits of civilisation. ¥
think the difference between most people
outside prisons and those inside is that
those outside have never been caught.

Mr. J. C. L. FirzratrioR : The whole
world is wrong!

Mr. T. 3. SMITH: I should not like
to thmk that “finish” had been written
on the evolution of the world. Stagna-
tion is no good to any community, and
is in contradiction of intellectual ac-
tivity. There is one particular point I
want to make. I am keenly interested
in this matter. Usually, when a man
who has a wife and children goes to
prison, an allowance is made to them,
but in most cases it is totally inadequate
to provide a reasonable measure of com-
fort for the wife and children. I know
the case of a Mrs. Lewis, living in the
city, whose husband was sent away for
eighteen months. I am not concerned
as to whether he was guilty or not. I
presume he was guilty, because he was
found to be so; but I am concerned with
the fact that this .is~a woman with a
couple of children, and=she .cannot get
work because she is suffering from:some
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internal trouble which I understand is
common among women. It is impossible
for her to make any provision for the
children. The department hands her 10s.
2 week. I can quite appreciate the point
of view of hon. members who will say that
a man should lock after his wife and
children; but the community has a duty
to the children, if the citizen does not
Aulfil his duty. In this particular case
1t is the future citizens of the State
who are suffering to-day—that is, the
children. I should like to see the Govern-
ment give some consideration to this par-
ticular question, with the view, if pos-
sible, of increasing the allowance, or, if
that cannot be done, it should endeavour
by some means to give the children a
better chance,

I have looked carefully through the
estimates, but I cannot find the item
alluding to that relic of medizval times,
the hangman. I do not know where it
appears on the estimates.

- Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick : Why worry
about him if he is not there?

Mr. T. J. SMITH: I am concerned
with the fact that the taxpayers’ money
which he receives is down somewhere on
the estimates. I recognise that the hang-
man performs a duty, and he is supposed
to perform it with the consent of myself
and .that of .every other citizen. I
strongly object to him, because I believe
that the majority of crimindls are the
products of heredity and environment.
The greatest of criminologists tell wus
-that in cases of aggravated, vicious, or
criminal assaults, murders, and rape,
-about 80 per cent. of the individuals who
-do such horrible deeds are the products
of atavism. They are the unfortunate
possessors of certain vicious traits that
"have been displayed

The CuamrMan: However interesting
“this dissertation on criminology may be,
T do not see what relevancy it has to the
Attorney-General’s estimates. The hon.
‘member has spoken about the hangman:
If he desires to criticise the manner in
#which the hangman performs his duties
T cannot restrain him from doing so.
But on that question I will not permit
him to deal with the question of capital
punishment, which is a question for
fegislation. . - -~ S

[Mr.T.J. Smith,
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Mr. T. J. SMITH: I do not agree with
the Chairman. Anyhow, the hangman
has certain duties. One abhors having
to discuss his duties in detail, but I
think it is necessary to make reference
to one or two recent cases in which he
performed his duty, and I question
whether he did so as effectively as hon.
members opposite may desire him to
perform it. I take the case of a man
named Wilson. When I think that this
particular individual was struggling at
the end of a rope for some ten
minutes——

Mr. D. R. Hacn: That is not so!

Mr. T. J¢* SMITH: With all due re-
spect to the Minister’s opinion I say we
have witnesses who saw this man hang-
ing. To use an expression of the daily
press, muscular twitchings were dis-
played by this unfortunate individual for
fully ten minutes; and, furthermore, the
cap covering his face came away.

Mr, D. R. HaLL: The medical men re-
ported that death was instantaneous!

Mzr. J. C. L. Frrzpatrick : What about
the victim’s twitchings?

Mr. T. J. SMITH: Surely in these
days we recognise that the average indi-
vidual who commits a ecrime of that
description is not in his full senses.

Mr. D. R. Hawn: This man did not
commit one crime only!

Mr. T. J. SMITH: He was a man of
morbid tendencies who lacked feeling.
He was an absolute born brute. He had
the viciousness of a hundred men. After
all, he was only one of the unfortunate
creatures of the world. If the Attorney-
General or any other hon. member has
inherited a better nature; and had a bet-
ter environment in his early youth, he
can consider himself lucky, but this un-
fortunate individual was unlucky. )

‘The CuamMAN: T cannot sce that the
hon. member’s observations are relevant.
The questions of heredity and environ-
ment in their application to criminals
has nothing to do with the estimate be:
fore the Committee. _

Mr. T. J. SMITH: The sooner we
bring our institutions into line with
modern scientific thought the better.

Mr. J. O. L. Firzeatrick: I take the
point of order that the hon., member is
not entitled to discuss this question. The
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hangman is paid by results, and no gen-
eral fee is set down for him on these
estimates; therefore the hon. member
cannot discuss the matter now, but he
can wait until the next execution takes
place, and then be able to ascertain what
fees are paid to the hangman, whether
the hangman Has carried out his duties
efficiently, and whether the outcome of
his operations has been such as to bring
szbout some reform so far as prospective
criminals are concerned.

The CuamMaN: I ask the hon. member
for King to confine himself strictly to
the estimates. If the hon. member de-
sires to discuss the manner in which the
hangman performs his duties, he may dis-
cuss that now, but I ask him not to deal
with the matter at any great length, as
there is no specific item on the estimates
for that individual.

Mr. T. J. SMITH: I will leave that
point. T desire to make reference to the
Fair Rents Court. I do not think that
the Fair Rents Court is performing its
functions in the way originally intended.
I know that hon. members opposite
would strongly object to our fixing rents,
although they may be eager to fix wages.
If we are to get good results from the
TFair Rents Court we shall have to amend
the Act in such a way as will enable
matters that come before that court to be
expedited; and we shall have to give the
court power to obtain whatever evidence
it is desirable for it to have. The Fair
Rents Court, although its operations
have not been crowned with much sue-
cess, yet stands as an arbiter between
landlords and tenants. Many landlords
would increase rents if the Fair Rents
Court was not in existence. I believe I
am not permitted to deal with the gen-
eral attitude of landlords towards the
public interest, therefore I will conclude
my remarks by again referring to the
treatment meted out to the wives and
children of men sent to gaol. If the
Government incarcerates a man, it ought
to make some provision for his wife and
children. The time is coming when we
must recognise that every child, whether
the child of a criminal or the child of a
law-abiding citizen, must have from the
State the. comsideration to which it is
entitled. . T

(5 Seer; 1917.]
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Mr. O’BRIEN (Annandale) [11.52
am.]: We are discussing the estimates
of the Department of the Attorney-
General and Justice, but I think that, as
far as this department is concerned,
“justice” is a misnomer. The depart-
ment ought really to be called the de-
partment of the Attorney-General and
injustice. As far as my experience and
observation as a citizen g0, justice is
absolutely unknown in connection with
the administration of this department. I
do not know whether it is permissible for
me to refer to the methods adopted by
the police in connection with prosecu-
tions, but they certainly are not con-
sistent with justice. The police, for the
most part, are more concerned about
obtaining a conviction than about the
guilt or innocence of the individual
charged. . Their chief function is at all
hazards to obtain a conviction when g
man comes within their power.

The CHAmMAN: Order! I think the
hon. member can hardly discuss that
matter under these estimates. The hon.
member will see that the police are pro-
vided for under the Colonial Secretary’s
estimates. Under those estimates the
hon. member would have been entitled to
go as fully as he might have wished into
the methods adopted by the police in
respect to prosecutions or anything else
in which they have to act. I ask the
hon. member not to pursue that line of
argument now unless he can make it in
some way relevant to the Department of
the Attorney-General and Justice.

Mr. O’BRIEN: Of course I must
submit to your ruling, but I was under
the impression that we were dealing with
the administration of justice, and since
that appears to me to be the most im-
portant feature of the administration of
justice, T thought ‘that this would be the
proper time to deal with it, but as your
ruling is to the contrary I must, of
course, conform to it. There are several
items to which I desire to refer; one of
them was touched upon by the last
speaker in dealing with .the Fair Rents
Court. Something in the: vicinity of
£1,000 is provided on these estimates in
connection with the Fair Rents Court:
I think that  is an absolute waste of
money. . In my opinion the Fair Rents
Court is a mere pretence-at: dealing with

sy e vl
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a very important issue. I will not con-
tend that the principle of a Fair Rents
Court is unsoundy; Rent-payers are
certainly entitled to protection from
avaricious landlords. They cannot have
too much of ‘that protection. It is the
duty of the Government to give it ‘to
them. The Fair Rents Court as it at
present exists is a mere apology, when
it ought to be one of the most important
departments wunder the Government.
There is only one Fair Rents Court.
‘Although there are hundreds of thou-
sands of people paying rent in the
metropolitan area, only one court has
been established for the purpose of hear-
ing applications from those citizens.

Mr. D. R. Harr: There will be more
courts established if they are needed!

Mr. O‘BRIEN: The position that pre-
sents itself 'to the citizens is that the
Fair Rents Court is a joke. Rent-payers
feel that their cases may never obtain a
hearing in the Fair Rents Court, there-
fore many rent-payers do not make any
application to the court.

Mr. D. R. HaLr: Anybody can obtain
a hearing in the court within a month
after making application!

Mr. O'BRIEN: Hundreds of thou-
sands of tenants are being compelled to
pay more than the dwellings they rent
are worth. - If these hundreds of thou-
sands of citizens were to make application
to-morrow, does the Attorney-General
mean to say that they could obtain a
hearing within a month? The impossi-
bility of that presents itself to rent-
payers, and consequently they do not
make application. If the Government
desires to act wisely in the interests of
the community it must not wait until
the Fair Rents Court is overcrowded.
Such a state of things will never occur,
because, as I have said, rent-payers think
that if they live many years their cases
may never come before the Fair Rents
Court, and therefore they do not make
an application for a hearing. The Gov-
einment should administer matters in
connection with the Fair Rents Court
as if they were serious about it and
wanted the. rent-payers to have a fair
deal; as if the Government were earnestly
desu'ous of protecting rent-payers against

the avarice and greed of the hungry

[Mr. O’Brien.
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landlords of this country. If the Gov-
ernment is earnestly desirous of finding
to what extent rent-payers are being bled
let them introduce a measure making
prov1smn not only for one, but for fifty
Fair Rents Courts.

Mr. D. R. Hain: The present measure
makes provision for as many courts as
are necessary. There has not been one
complaint about delay by anybody who
knows anything about the matter!

Mr. O’BRIEN: Only one magistrate
has been appointed.

Mr. D. R. Hatn: Yes, and he is doing
more than he was asked!

Mr. O'BRIEN: One magistrate has
been appointed to deal with the applica-
tions of 100,000 individuals.

Mr. D. R. Hatn: He is only working
half-time ; why do they not go to him?

Mr, O BRIEN For the reason I have
stated. There are 100,000 tenants who
are paying more rent than they should,
and who do not go to the court because
they know full well that their cases will
never be heard. Many of them do not
know that the court is in existence.

Mr. D. R. Harn: Why not go oub
and tell them ?

Mr. OBRIEN: I know my business
better than the Attorney-General does,
and God forbid that I should be guilty of
the tricks he bas been guilty of.

The CuarrMAN: Order! I must ask
the hon. member not to be personal,

Mr. O'BRIEN : I bow to your ruling,
sir, but I am not going to submit to the
insults of the Attorney General, or of
any other hon. member. The Fair Rents
Act is a mere pretence at dealing with a
matter of vital importance to the people.
It has been demonstrated that the Act
is ‘useless, and ninety-nine out of every
hundred people believe that the court
has gone out of existence. If the Govern-
ment has any desire to ascertain the
number of tenants who are paying more
rent than they should, let them establish
a Fair Rents Court in each district of
the metropolitan area. They will then
discover how serious are the evils that .
require to be remedied by reference to
a fair tribunal. The money now pro-
vided for in connection with the adminis-
tration of the Fair Rents Act is being
absolutely wasted,
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T notice that £9,330 is being provided
for the Public Service Board. I believe
that the board has outlived its usefulness
and should be abolished. We know that
it is guided in making appointments and
promotions not by the experience or
ability of individual applicants, but by
club, society, or political influences, These
are the predominating factors in connec-
tion with appointments, and there is
nothing approaching justice in the opera-
. tions of the board. The country will be
much better off from a monetary stand-
point, those who desire to obtain appoint-
ments in the public service will have a
better chance of obtaining justice, and
promotions will be made on considera-
tions of merit when the board is abolished.
- The CaarryaN: I would ask the hon.
member not to pursue that line of argu-
ment because he must. recognise that the
abolition of the board could only be

effected by altering the law.

+  Mr. OBRIEN: While it might be
necessary to introduce a special bill to
abolish the board that object might be in
effect accomplished by striking out the
proposed vote for the purposes of the
board, and it was from that aspect of the
matter I was addressing the Committee.
In protesting against the operations of
the board I am voicing the feelings of
inany thousands of citizens who realise
that the board has been ineffective and
lacking in impartiality. I desire to
emphatically enter my protest and to
record my vote against the proposed ex-
penditure upon an institution that does
not make -a pretence of justice or show
any consideration for the public welfare.

- Provision is made in the estimates for
police and stipendiary magistrates. The
distinction between these two classes of
officers is quite incomprehensible to me,
because I assume that police magistrates
are paid in the same way as the others.
Speaking generally, I believe that the
paid magistrates endeavour to administer
justice in a fair®and impartial manner,
but therc are some magistrates who for
the most part are asleep during the taking
of evidence and who reduce the adminis-

tration of justice to a joke and an absurd-

ity. When men who are supposed to
deal out even-handed .justice to the

eitizens who are unfortunate enough to

come before them, fall asleep during the

[6 Seer., 1917.]
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taking of evidence, it must be apparent
that fair administration is entirely out of
the question. Some of the magistrates
seem to assume that when a man is charged
with an offence it is their function to
decide that he is guilty because he has
been arrested. The statements made by
the police, who represent the Government
and the Attorney-General, are regarded
as all that it is necessary to consider, and
in many cases accused persons have béen
convicted by magistrates who have been
asleep during the whole of the time
evidence has been given in their
defence. How can justice be meted
out by indifferent indolent automata?l
Owing to their advanced age it is impos-
sible for sorne of these magistrates to
listen to cases with that attention and
care which is necessary in order to deal
out justice. It is because of that fact
that I desire to record my protest against
money being expended in a manner that
makes the word ¢ justice ” a misnomer and
a joke. These men who are too old should
be replaced by men physically and men-
tally capable of administering justice, If
the Attorney-General is true to the prin-
ciples which he professed to espouse in
his early life—the desire to uplift his
fellow-men, and to make people happy
and contented as far as possible--he is in
a position to-day to put those principles
into effect. The advocacy of those prin-
ciples was responsible for his elevation to
Parliament and his attaining the position
which he now holds. . Some of these
magistrates allow their anger to obtrude
into their conduct of cases, and when

" anger is exhibited by these men it is im-

possible for them to administer justice.
Not only police and stipendiary.magis-
trates, but also judges have displayed
anger in their conduct of cases.

An Hox. MEMBER : And even membe

.of Parliament ! :

Mr. O'BRIEN : As far as that is con-
cerned every effort is being made by the
Government to rouse the anger of mem-
bers of the Opposition in its deliberate
attempt to flout the public will in con-
nection with the present strike, ‘

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. O'BRIEN: Another matter to
which I wish to refer is that charges
which cannot rightly be described as
érin}i'nal charges arising out of industrial
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upheavals are heard by particular magis-
trates or judges. One magistrate who
was deputed to deal with certain cases in
a court in October last year proved him-
self so unfitted for the work that he was
taken away from it. Yet this man, Mr.
Smithers, has been selected as the pre-
siding magistrate on almost every occa-
sion when cases arising out of industrial
upheavals have been heard. He has
demonstrated by his intemperate attempts
to administer justice that he is absolutely
unfitted for his position. He has demon-

strated that he is biassed, and even.

though he might desire to administer
justice, the bias- which he has exhibited
makes it impossible for him to do- so.
I do not believe that the Attorney-General
is: responsible for this man being selected
to deal. with:these cases,

Mr. D. R. Harn: Do you say that Mr,
Smithers deals with more industrial cases
than other magistrates

Mr. O'BRIEN: Yes; he dealt with
almost the whole of Brookfield’s cases.

Mr. D. R. Hatr: The whole arrange-
ment is in the hands of the Chief Magis-
trate, Mr. Macfarlane.

Mr. OBRIEN: I do not blame the
Attorney-General.

Mr. D. R. HaLL: Is it worth while
worrying. about? He has only a few
months to run !

Mr. OBRIEN : But in the meantime
he may do an injustice to many people.
I am simply voicing the feelings of thou-
sands of citizens, who although they do
not approve of the actions of the men
who are charged, know that justice can-
not be meted cut by this man, and it is
certain that these men will be convicted
by him. I was present in the court my-
self one day when this man actually
rejoiced in the fact that he had the oppor-
tunity to convict a man. Such conduct
as that makes justice an impossibility,
and in the interests of the public the
sooner he is removed from the bench the
better it will be for the people, because his
presence on the bench makes the so-called
administration of justice an absurdity
and the laughing-stock of the community.
The sooner the Government hastens the
termination of that man’s appointment
the better. I do not know whether the
Solicitor-General can be discussed on
these -estimates, but T want to say that I

i [My: O’Brien.
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object to any man administering justice-
who has not received the confidence of*
the people by being elected to Parlia--
ment. :

The CaalRMAN : Order !

Mr. O'BRIEN: What I have said
with regard to Mr. Smithers, magistrate,.
applies equally to one of the judges. I
do not know whether I can deal with that
matter.

Mr. D. R. HaLr: Judges can. only be
dealt with on a specific motion !

Mr. OBRIEN: Tt is a remarkable
thing that, whenever a case of thekind I
have referred to comes before the court,.
there seems tobe one judge who.is always:
selected to do the work. Why or how he.
happens to be chosen. I do not know..
Many persons—particularly members on
the other side of the House—regard him:
as a reasonable man, )

The CaarMAN: Order! The hon,
member knows, I think, that itis not com-
petent for him to reflect upon a judge.
If he desires to do so, ke must do it by
specific motion.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I will not refer to
that matter further, except to say that I
am sure the Attorney-General knows to
whom I am referring.

Mr. D. R. HaLL: It has nothing to do
with me. The Chief Justice arranges
what judges shall preside over the courts.
The judges are protected from politicians

Mr. O’'BRIEN: You have ruled, Mr..
Chairman, that the merits or demerits
of the principle of capital punishment
canpot be debated on the estimates. I
have no desire to trespass upon your
ruling, but I want to record my verbal
protest against the voting of money for
a particular individual who has been
referred to. I believe that, with this
Government in power, he will have plenty’
of work to do within the next twelve
months., The Government will stop at
nothing.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 cannot allow the:
hon. member to make a general attack:
upon the Government on the estimates.
If he wishes to criticise the work of any
of the boards or departments under the
Attorney-General he-may do so, but he
is not. permitted to make a. general
attack upcn the Government as though
he were speaking.on a motion of censure.



Supply.

Mr. O’'BRIEN : I have no destre to do
50, but the hon. member for Orange made
an interjection while the hon. member for
King was speaking, and I was referring
to that interjection. However, 1 can feel
what T wish to say although I cannot say
it. I can see the possibilities of many
sums of £5 Bs. being given to this
individual in the future:. I object to
capital punishment.

The Cmarrmax: Order!
member objects to capital punishment I
object to his trangressing iy ruling. I
have already ruled that he cannot deal
with the question of capital punishment,
which.is a matter for legislation.

Mr, O'BRIEN:
ignore your ruling, but-I thought I might
object: to the voting of the money, and,
by so doing, in an indirect manner
prevent any further executions.. I object

to the payment of any money to a hang- .
Attorney- -

man, In my opinion the
General, or the judge who convicts the
mdlvxdual should carry out the execution,

The CHAIR\IA‘I Order !
allow the hon. member to argue in.fhaf
way. He is still trying to put before the
Committee his arguments against the re-
tention of capxtal pumshment I will
not allow him to do in this indirect way
what I have already ruled he cannot do
directly. If he wishes to.move to omit
any. specific item he can do so.

Mr. O'BRIEN: I want to object to
the voting of money in that direction.

The CHAIRMAN : Which is the item the
hon. member refers to

Mr. O'BRIEN : It is not specified. I
take it for granted that it comes under
miscellaneous or contingencies, However,
I enter my protest against the voting of
money, not only to the hangman, but to
all those officers whose functions are inci-
dental to the hanging, such as the sheriffs,
the men who build the scaffold, the
official who leads the individual to. the
scaffold, and even the reporters and the
coroner. I object to all those- ghastly
things. I object to the allotment of pay-
ment to those individuals who perform a
thousand funections that deaden the sense
of decency in every individual who has a
soul worth calling a soul.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If the hen.
member transgresses my ruling again, I
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ghall order him to discontinue his re-:
marks, He must know that he is:
attempting to put before the Committee-
his objections to-capital punishment,

- Mr: OBRIEN : I can see it is impos-
sible for me to make any further reference
to that subject without going contrary to
your ruling, and I have no desire to. do-
that. However, my vote will certainly
be recorded against the voting of money
in that direction.

There is a matter in connection with-
the Crown. prosecutor and the public.
defender. T am at a loss to know' how
far I can. refer to these matiers, because:
it seems to me that the rules governing:
the procedure of the House are inconsis-
tent and incompatible with reasonable
discussion.

The CaarrMAN : The hon. member must.
not reflect upon the rules and standing
orders of the House. If he desires to.
deal with that matter he can do so on.a.
speclﬁc motion.

O’BRIEN : I have no. objection

.’00 the principls’ involved in the appoint-

ment of public defenders, but it seems to

be-taken for granted that an. individuai

is guilty when these people are appealed:
to. Special application has.to be made

in connection with them. There ought
to be certain legal men set apart for-that

particular work'; or rather an individual

should have the rxght to make applitation

to the Depdrtment of Justice fof 4 legal
man to deféend his case, and the -Départ-.
ment of Justice should call upon some

individual to enter the court. It would

be unknown to the magistrate and. to

everyone else that he was there as the

representative of a distressed prisoner,

I am sure that in the minds of many

people poverty implies guilt.

Mr. W. E. V. RoBsox: Absolute non-
sense. No wonder people’s property is set.
on fire!

Mr, O'BRIEN: I have had experience
of life. I have had to live amongst poor
people, and the hon. member has not.

The CaarMaN: The hon. member
must see that he is getting away from
the question. I know he was.drawn off
by an interjection, but he must not pay
attention to interjections.

Mr, O'BRIEN : When we read in the.
paper that the Crown has agreed in. a,
most gracious moment to provide someone:
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to defend a distressed convict, the im-
pression is that the person must e guilty.
I am sure that impression affects everyone
in the administration of justice.

Mr. W, E. V. Rossox: You have a
poor opinion of them !

Mr. O'BRIEN: I have a high sense
of justice, but the hon. member has not.
1 have lived the life of these people, and
I know what I am talking about. T am
pleading for the bottom dog, the manand
woman who are oppressed. It is because
I know these people by experience that I
can speak with knowledge. I have come
here for that purpose. I know that the
mere fact that someone goes to the court
to represent an alleged convict preju-
dices the case of the accused, and that
prejudice can only be removed by the man
being defended in a spirit of justice. That
would be by the department calling upon
some individual to represent the prisoner,
without letting it be known to every-
body connected with the court that he is
there representing a 'distressed prisoner.

W. E. V. RoBsox: VVhat differ-
ence could it make?

”

" Mr. O'BRIEN: Your expemence inr

life has warped your mind. You are a
stupid individual, and a prejudiced one,
too. :
. The CHAIRMAN:
i Mr. O’BRIEN: I object to insults
f;ror',n the hon. member. I also object to
his walking out of the Chamber after

Order!

insulting me. A man who claims to have

kad a _good education—which he must
have had to fit him for the position he
holds.in the legal profession—ought to
tréat the Committee and the Chairman
with more courtesy than he has exhi-
bited on this occasion.

"Mr. W. E. V. Roson: I cannot sit
here and listen quietly to stupid state-
ments !

Mr. O’BRIEN: I consider that 'your;

statements on this matter are the out-
eome of stupidity and injustice.

The CuairMaAN: Order!

- Mr. O'BRIEN: I am desirous of
-assisting men to establish their inno-
cence, if they are innocent, and I say
. that they should be allowed to select, to
defend them, men in such a manner that
the court will be ignorant of the fact
that those men represent distressed
prisoncrs. I believe that if it were known

[Mr. O’Brien.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Department of Justice.

that a man was paid 20 guineas a day
to defend an accused person that man
would have greater weight with the
court than would a man, even though of
greater intellect, who it was known was
paid only 2 guineas a day. I hope the
Government will show that it is in
earnest in this matter by providing
members of the legal profession. to de-
fend people who cannot afford to pay for
legal assistance, instead of these people
being called upon to pay exorbitant fees
to members of that very lucrative profes-
sion which has a union the most conser-
vative and most class-conscious in this
or any other part of the world. Sabotage,
go-slow, the charging of exorbitant fees,
and othier things not conductive to the
welfare of the community, characterise
the whole of the work of the Law Insti-
tute to which members of the legal pro-
fession belong. If the Attorney-General
is actuated by the high motives which
characterised his early political life he
Wﬂl see that those people who most re-
quire, assistance in conducting their de-
fence are provided with assistance. I
say ‘unhesitatingly that it is impossible
for accused persons to obtain justice as
long as it is known to the court that the
men appearing for them are representing
them as distressed prisoners.

The Crammax: Order! T have listened
to the hon. member very carefully and
patiently. The hon. member has summed
up his argument in almost the .same
words at least three times. It is 1wy
duty to préevent constant 1epet1t10n oi
the same argument. ' - .

Mr. O’'BRIEN: I thought I would be
justified——

. The CuamMAN: T rule that the hon.
member is not justified.

+ Mr. O'BRIEN: I thought I was giving
an excellent reason, which I could ad-
vance many times with good effect.: If
you object to that I certainly will not
persist. -~ As regards Crown prosecutors,
I say that a Crown prosecutor should he
more concerned about establishing the
innocence of an accused person than
obtaining a conviction against him.
These views of mine may appear.to be
inconsistent with the conception of jus-
tice from the standpoint of hon. mem-
bers on the other side.. When a Crown
proecutor is sent into court by the Gov-
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ernment he goes there for the purpose of
obtaining a conviction, whereas 1 say
that an attempt should be made to, if pos-
sible, establish the innocence of the ac-
cused, or at all events the Crown prose-
cutor should never be called upon to
secure a conviction when he and every-
body connected with the court must
know that the accused is an innocent
person. Sometimes Crown prosecutors
seek to establish the guilt of people whom
they know to be innocent. Could anyone
., imagine a greater travesty on justice
than for a Crown prosecutor to try to
establish the guilt of an innocent person ?
It may seem unreasonable to say that
that is done, nevertheless it is a fact. I
myself have known Crown prosecutors
to endeavour to have men, and women
too, who were innocent, placed in prison,
when in their own hearts they knew
that those persons were innocent. They
appeared in court on behalf of the Jus-
tice Department, and their instructions
were to obtain convictions in justifica-
tion of the action of the police in making
the arrests. Somebody had to Le
arrested by the police, so that it should
not appear that crime could go unpun-
ished. T object to the payment of public
money to Crown prosecutors, who in
many cases merely try to make an
accused person appear guilty in the eyes
of the judge and jury, although innocent
of the crime alleged against him.

Mr. Lana: Why is not the Attorney-
General present in the Chamber when
his departmental estimates are under
consideration ? ‘

Mr. O’BRIEN: I.do not know why
the Attorney-General is not here to listen
to my remarks, .

The Cuamuman: Order! The hon.
member for Annandale will proceed with
his remarks, whether the Attorney-
General is in the Chamber or not. I
cannot control that. There is no rule to
compel a Minister to be present when
the estimates of his department are be-
ing discussed.

Mr. O’BRIEN: Of course, if the
‘Attorney-General does not think my re-
marks worth listening to, that is a matter
for himself.

The CualRMAN: Order! Will the hon.
member for Annandale proceed with his
remarks? '
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Mr. O'BRIEN: I will, but I must ob-
ject to continuous interruptions. I have
spoken only two or three times in this
House, and on every occasion I have had
innumerable interjections hurled at me
without my receiving any protection
from the Chair. I desire to enter my
protest against that. Other hon. mem-
bers can speak

The Cuamyman: Will the hon. member
for Annandale proceed with his speech?

Mr. O'BRIEN: I will, ;
Mr. D. R. HALL: I move: !

That the hon. member be not further
heard.

Question put. The Committee divided:

As.res, 29 ; noes, 19; majority, 10.

Avzs.
Bagnall, W. R. C. Latimer, W. F.
Ball, R. T. Millard, W,
Beeby, G. S. Morton, Harry
Bennett, W. Morton, Mark F.
Rriner, G. S. Nesbitt, G.
Buttenshaw, E. A,  Onslow, Col. J.W.M.
Colguhoun, P. B, Perry, J.
Kallick, J. . Robson, W.E.V,
Graff, A. Thomas, F. J.
Grahame, W. C. Walker, R. B.
Grimm, A, H. Wearne, W. E.
Hall, D. R. . Zuill, W, A,
Hoskins, T. J. Tellers,
Hunt, J. C. Bruntnell, A.
Lane, H. W, Weaver, R. W. D.

Noks.
Brookfield, P. MeKell, W. J.
Burke, F. M, Miller, G T. C.
Burke, M. Mutch T. D.
Davies, W. O’Bnen Ww.J.
Dooley, J. Quirk, J. P.
Doyle, J. W. Stuart—Robertson,
Gardiner, A. R. R.J.

Johnston, V.C.R.W.

Keegan, T Tellers,
Lang, J. T. McGirr, P
MeGirr, J. J. G. ‘Wright, J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. D. R. HALL: T move:
That the question be now put.
The Committee divided: e

Ayes, 80; noes, 19; majority, 11.

Avgs, :
Bagnall, W.R.C. Colquhoun, P. B -
Ball, R. T. Fallick, J.
Beeby, G. S. Fuller, G. W,
Bennett, W. Graff, A.

Grahame, W. C.
Grimm, A. H,

Briaer, G. S,
Bruntnell, A,
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Hall, D. R. Perry, J.
Hoskins, 1. J. Robson, W. E. V
Hunt, J. O, Thomas, . J.
Lane, H. W. Wearne, W. E.
Latimer, W. F. Weaver, R. W. D.
Millard, W. Zuill, W. A.

Morton, Harry

Morton, Mark F. Teller

Nesbitt, G. Buttensha.w, E.A
Onslow, 'Col. J.W. M. ‘Walker, R

. Nogs. )
Brookfield, P. McGirr, P. M.
Burke, F. M. Miller, G. T. C.
Burke, M. Mutch, T. D.
Davies, W. o’ Brlen, w.J.
Doyle, J. W. Stuart-Robertson,
Gardiner, A. R. R. J.
Johnston,V.C.R.W. Wright, J.
Kearsley, W.
Keegan, T. Tellers,
Lang, J. T. McKell, W. J.
MeGirr, J. J. G. Quirk, I P

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the vote, “Depa}'t-
ment of the Attorney-General and Min-
ister of Justice, £47,000,” be agreed to—

put. The Committee divided:
Ayes, 31; noes, 20; majority, 11.
Aygs.

" Bagnall, W. R. C. Latimer, W. F.
Ball, R. T. Ley, T. J.
Beeby, G. S. Mallard, W.
Bennett, W. Morton, Harry
Briner, G. S. Morton Mark F.
Bruntnell A. Onslow, ‘Col. J.W. M.
Buttenshaw, E.A. Perry,J. '
Colquhoun, P. B. - Robson, W. E. V.,
Fallick, J. Thomas, F. J.

fuller, ‘G W. Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Wearne, W. E.
Grahame, W. C. ‘Weaver, R. W. D.
Hall, D. R. - Zuill, W. A.
Hoskins, T.Jd. . Tellers,
Hunt, J. C. Grimm, A. H.
Lane, H. W, Nesbitt, G. .
Nozs.

Burke, F. M. McKell, W. J.
Burke, M., Miller, G. T. C.
Davies, W.. _Muteh, T.D. |
Estell, J. O’Brien, W. J.
Gardiner, A. R. Quirk, J. P.

Joknston,V.C.R. W. Stuart-Robertson,

Kearsley, W. R. J.
Keegan, T. Wright, J.
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
McGirr, J. J. G. Brookfield, P.
McGirr, P. M. Doyle, J. W.

Question 50 resolved in the affirmative.

[The Ckairman left the chair at 1.10
p.m. The Committee resumed at 2 p. m.]

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Court Reporters.
Proposed vote, £8,475.

Mr. WRIGHT (Willyama) [2.21 p.m.]¢
I move:

That the item be reduced by £75.
I do this because I am not satisfied with
many of the items which build up the
total of £8,475. For instance, there is
a chief reporter at £370 per year. I want
to know who he is, and what his duties
are. Is that the McMurray who goes to
the Domain on Sundays?

Mr. Lang: It is the same man!

Mr. WRIGHT: I do not know.

Mr. Lang: I assure the hon. member
that it is!

Mr. WRIGHT : There are a number
of reporters provided for, but I am not
prepared to entrust the department with
the expenditure of this amount of money
on such vague information, knowing as
I do that the Attorney-General in ‘the
absence of the Premier in England has
used his position for personal profit.

The CuamMan: Order! I will not
allow the hon. member to go into that.
On the first item hon. members were per-
mitted to deal with the whole of the
department, and take specific items in
the estimate. Now the hon. member
must confine himself to the various items
in this particular vote. I cannot allow
him ‘to discuss the attitude of the At-
torney-General towards the reporters or
towards anyone else.

Mr. WRIGHT: I notice amongst the
items there is provision “to meet in-
creases actually approved by the Public
Service Board to 30th June, 1918.” I
do not know. what increases the Publie
Service Board has decided on.

The CuamrMaN: I cannot allow the
hon. member to go into that. He will
have to confine himself to the specific
increase mentioned here of £193.

- Mr. WRIGHT: The amendment I
have moved is to reduce the total item
by £75.

Mr. D. R. HALL: I move:

' That the hon. member for Willyama be
not further heard.

Question put. The Committe divided:
Ayes, 82; noes, 17; majority, 15.
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Ball, R. T.

Bavin, T. R.
Bennett, W.
Briner, G. S.
Bruntnell, A.

. Buttenshaw,E A.
Cocks, A. A. C.
Colquhoun P. B.
Fallick, J.
Fltzpa,trlck J.C. L
Graff, A.
Glahame W. C.

AYES.

Latimer, W, F.
Millard, W.
Morton Harry
\101ton Mark F.
N esbltt G.
Oakes, C.W.
Perry, J.
Robson, W. E. V.
Thomas, F. J.
Walker, R. B.
Wearne, W. K.
Weaver, R. W. D.

Grimm, A H. Zuill, W. A

Hall, D. R.

Hoskins, T. J. Tellers,

Hunt, J. C. Bagnall, W.R.C.

Lane, H. W, Ounslow, Col JW. M,
Noss.

Brookfield, P. Mutch, T. D.

Burke, M. O’Brlen Ww.J.

Davies, W. Storey, J.

Dooley, J. Stuart-Robertson,

Estell, J. . J.

Johnston, V.C.R.W. Wright, J.

Lang, J. T.

McGirr, J. J. G. Tellers,

McGirr, P. M. Gardiner, A. R.

McKell, W. J.

. Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Kearsley, W.

Mr. D. R. HALL: I move:
That the question be now put. .
The Committee divided:

Ayes, 33; noes,

20; majority, 13.

Avrs,

Bagnall, W. R. C.
Ball, R. T.
Beeby, G. S.
Briner, G. S.
Bruntnell A.
Buttenshaw, E.A.
Cocks, A, A. C.
Colquhoun, P.B.
Fallick, J.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L.
raff,

Grahame, W. C.

Latimer, W. F,
Millard, W.
Morton, Harry
Morton, Mark F.
Nesbitt, G.
Oakes, C. W.
Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Perry, J

Storey, D.
Thomas, F. J.
\Va]ker R. B.
\Vearne, W. E.

Grimm, A. H. Weaver, R. W. D.
Hall, D. R. Zuill, W. A.
Hoskins, 't'. J. Tellers,
Hunt, J. C. Bavin, T. R.
Lane, H. W. Robson,W E. V.
NoEa.
Burke, F. M. McGirr, P. M.
Burke, M. MecKell, W. J.
Davies, W. Mutch, T. D.
Dooley, J. Quirk, J. P.
Estell, J. Sborey, .
Gardmer, A R, Stuart-Robertson,,
Johnston, V C.RW. R.J.
Kearsley Wright, J.
Keegan, T, elle’rs,
Lang, J. T. Brookfield, P.
McGirr, J. J. G. O’Brien, W. J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
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Question—That the item, “£8,475,” Le

reduced by £75—put.

The Committee

divided:
Ayes, 20; noes, 83; ma,]onty, 13.
_ Aves.
Brookfield, P. McQGirr, P. M.
Burke, F. M McKell, W. J.
Burke, M. Mutch, T. D,
Davies, W. O’Brien, W. J.
Dooley, J. Storey, J.
Estell, J. Stuart-Robertson,
Gardiner, A. R, R.J.
Johnston, ,V.C.R.W. Wright, J.
Kear: sley, W. Tellers,
Lang, J.T. Keegan, T.
MecGirr, J. J. G, Quirk, J. P
Nozs.
Bagnpal, W.R.C. Lane, H. W.
Ball, R. T. Latimer, W. F.
Bavin, T. R. Millard, W.
Bennett, W. Morton, Harry

Briner, G. S,
Bruntnell, A.
Cocks, A. A. C.
Colquhoun, P. B.
Crane, J. T.
Fallick, J.
Fitzpatrick, J.C.L.
Graff, A.
Grahame, W. C.
Grimm, A. H.
Hall, D. R.
Hoskins, T. J,
Hunt, J. C.

Morton, Mark F.
Nesbitt, G.
QOakes, C.w.

“Onslow, Col. J.W. M.

Perry, J .

Robson, W.E. V.

Storey, D.

Walker, R.B.

Wearne, W. E.

Zuill, W. A.
Tellers,

Buttenshaw, E. A.

‘Weaver, R. W.D.

Question so resolved in the mnegative.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON (Cam-
perdown) [2.28 p.m.]: I beg to move that

the item:

Mr. D. R. HALL: I move:
That the hon. member be not further

heard.

The Committee divided:

Agyes, 34; noes, 21; majority, 13.
AYES.

Bagnall W.R.C.
Ball, R. T.

Bavm, 'l‘ R.
Bennett, W.
Briner, &. 8.
Bruntnell, A.
Buttensha.w, E. A.
Cocks, A, A. C.
Crane, J. T.
Fallick, J.
Fitzpatrick, J.C. L.
Graff, A.

Grahame, W. C.
Grimm, A. H,
Hall, D. R.
Hoskins, T. J.
Hunt, J. C.

Lane, H. W.

Latimer, W. F.
Miilard, W.
Morton, Harry
Morton, Mark F.
Nesbitt, G.

Oakes, C. W.
Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Perry, J.

Robson, W. E. V.,
Storey, D.
Thomas, F. J.
‘Walker, R. B.
Wearne, W. E.
Weaver, R. W. D.

Tellers,
Colquhoun P. B.
Zuill, W. A
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NoEgs. Graff, A.A - é{obson,DW. E. V.,
1 Grimm torey, D.
%ﬁfz?li{eﬁ epl‘d 1\11) Iﬁ%%éf]r’q? .ﬁ\l. Hoskmé T. J. 'lhoma’s, ¥ J.
Burke M O’Brie;x, w.T Lane, H W. Walker, R. B.
Davies, W Quirk, J. P Latimer, W. F., Wearne, W. E.
Dooley, J. Storey, J. Millard, W. Weaver, R. W.D.
Estell, J. Stuart-Robertson, Morton, Harry Zuill, W. A.
Gardmer, A.R. R. J. N es_bltt, G. Tellers
Hickey, Simon Wright, J. Oalkes, C. W. GJ o
Johnston, V.C.R. W. Onslow, Col.J.W.M. Hunt, J.C.
Kearsley, W. Tellers, Perry, J. Meorton, Mark F.
Leevaxj %cr(;‘crirlxl', %VJJ G. Nogs,
T. i .J. )
e lvod in ke afrmati Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Question so resolved in the affirmative. Burke, F\‘N M. ‘(\)11]13tch T“];)
. . Davies, rien
Mr. D. R. HALL: T move: Dooley. J. Quirk, J. P,
That the question be now put. Estell, J. Storey, J.

The Committee divided:

Ayes, 34; noes, 21; majority, 13.

Aves,
Bagnall, W. R. C. Hunt, J. C.
Ball, R. T, Lane, H. W,
Bavin, T. R. Millard, W.
Bennett, W. Morton, Harry
Briner, G S. Morton, Mark IV,
Bruntnell A. Nesbitt, G.
Buttenshaw, E. A, Oakes, C.Ww.
Cocks, A. A. C. Perrv, dJ.
Colquhoun, P. B, Robson, W. E. V,
Crane, J. T. Storey, D.
Edden, A, Thomas, F. J.
Fallick, J. Walker, R. B.

Fitzpatrick, J. C. L.
Graff, A.
Grahame W. C.

‘Wearne, W. E.
Weaver, R. W.D.

Grimm, A H Tellers,

Hall, D.R. Latimer, W. I

I—Ioskins, T. J. Onslow, Col. J W.M,
NoEs.

Brookfield, P. McGirr, P. M.

Burke, F,M MeKell, W. J.

Burke, M. O’Brien, W. J.

Dooley, J. Quirk, J. P.

Estell, J. Storey, J.

Gardiner, A. R. Stuart-Robertson,

Hickey, Simon R.J.

Johnston, V.C.R.W. Wright, J.

I&earsley, W.

Keegan, T Tellers,

Lang, J. T. Devies, W.

McGirr, J. J. G. Mutch, T. D.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Question—That the vote be agreed to—
put. The Committee divided :
Ayes, 82; noes, 21; majority, 11.
‘Avrs.

Bagnall, W, R. C.
Ball, R. T.
Bavin, T. R.
Bennett, W.
Briner, G. S,
Bruntnell, A.

Buttenshaw, E. A,
Cocks, A. A. C.
Colguhoun, P. B,
Crane, J. T.
Fallick, J.
Fitzpatrick.J.C. L.

Galdmer A.R. Stuart-Robertson,
Hickey, Simon

R. J.
Kearsley, W. Wright, J.

Keegan, T
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
McGi'rr, J. J.G. Burke, M.

McGirr, P. M. Je hnston V.C.R.W.
Question so resolved in the affirmative.

The Judges.
Proposed vote, £16,061.
Mr.J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : T move:
That the question be now put.
The Committee divided:
Ayes, 32; noes, 20; majority, 12.
AYES.

Bagnall, W.R.C. WMillaxd, W.

Bal, R.T Morton, Harry
Bavin, T. R. Morton, Mark F'.
Bennett, W. Nesbitt, G.
Briner, G. S, Qakes, C.W.
Bruntnell, A. Onslow Col. J.W. M.
Cocks, A. A. C. Perry, J.
Colquhoun, P. B, Robson, W. E. V,
Crane, J. T. Storey, D.
Fallick, J. Walker, RR. B.
Fitzpatrick, J.C. 1. Wealne, W. E.
Graff, A. Weaver, R. W. D,
Grimm, A. H. Zuill, W A.
Hoskins, T. J.
Hunt, J. C. Tellers,
Lane, H. W. Buttenshaw, E. A.
Latlmer, W.F Thomas, F. J
NoEks.
Burke, F. M. McKell, W. J.
Burke, M. Mutch, T. D.
Davies, W. o’ Brlen W.J.
Looley, J. Quirk, J. P,
Estell, J. Storey, J.
Gardmer, A.R. Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston, V.C.R.W. _R. J.
Kearslev, W. ‘Wright, J.
Keegan, T. Letlers,
Lang, J. T. Brookfield, P.

McGirr, J. J. G.
Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Hickey, Simon
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Question—That the vote be agreed to
~—put. The Committee divided:

Ayes, 32; noes, 21; majority, 11,

Axes,
Bagnall, W. R. C. Millard, W.
Ball, R. T. Morton, Harry
Bavm T.R. Morton, Mark F.
Bennett W. Nesbitt, G.
Briner, G. S. QOakes, C. W.
Bruntnell A, Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Buttenshaw, E. A, Perry, J.
Cocks, A. A C. Robson, W. L. V,
Crane, J. T ‘Storey, D.
Fallick, J. Thomas, F. J.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Weaver, R. W. D.
Grimm, A. H. Zuill, W, A,
Hoskins, T. J.
Hunt, J. C. Tellers,
Lane, H. W. Colquhoun, P B.
Latimer, W. F, Wearne, W.E

Nogs.
Brookfield, P. MeGirr, J. J. G.
Burke, F. M. McGirr, P. M.
Burke, M McKell W.J.
Davies, W. Mutch, T.D.
Dooley, J. (’Brien, W. J.
Estell, J. Storey, J.
Gardiner, A. R. Stuart-Robertson,
Hickey, Simon R. J.
Johnston,V.C.R. W. '
Kearsley, W. Tellers,
Keegan, T. Quirk, J. P.
Lang, J. T. ‘Wright, J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Prothonotary and Registrar in Divorce.
Proposed vote, £5,433. .

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : T move:

That the question be now put.
The Committee divided :

Ayes, 32; noes, 21; majority, 11.
AvEs,

Bagnall, W.R. C. Miilard, W.

[6 SEpT., 1917.]
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Nozs.

Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Davies, W. Mutch, T. D.
Dooley, J. o’ Brlen W.J.
Estell, J. Quirk, J. P.
Gar dmer A.R. Storey, J.
Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston, V.C.R.W. R.J.
Kea-rsley, W. Wright, J.
Keegan, T.
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
McGirr, J. J. G. Burke, F. M.
MeGirr, P. M, Burke, M.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the vote be agreed to
——put. The Committee divided:

Ayes, 30; noes, 23; majority, 7. ;.

AYES.
Bagnall, W.R.C. Millard, W.
Ball, R. T. Morton, Harry
Briner, G. 8. Morton, Mark F,
Bruntnell, A. Nesbitt, G.
Buttenshaw, BE. A.  Oakes, C. W.
Cocks, A. A. C. Perry, J.
Uo]quhoun, P. B. Robson, W. E. V.
Crane, J. T Storey, D.
Fallick, J. Thomas, F. J.
Fitzoatr rick, J. C L. Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Wearne, W. E.
Grimm, A. H. Weaver, R. W. D
Hosklns T. J.
Hunt, J. C. Teller
Lane, H. W. Onslow, Col J.W.M.
Latimer, W. F Zuill, W.A.

Noes.
Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Burke, F. M. Mutch, T. D
Burke, M. O’Brien, W. J.
Davies, W. - Osborne, J. P..
Dooley, J. Quirk, J. P.
Estell, J. Storey, J.

Gardiner, A. R.
Hickey, Simon

Stuart-Robertson,
R.J.

Johnston,V.C.R.W. Wright, J.
Kearsley, 3.

Keegan, T. - Tellers,
Lang, J. T. McGirr, P. M.
MeGirr, J. J. G. Smith, T. J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Ball, R. T. Morton, Harry
Bavin, T. R. Morton, Mark F.
Bennett, W, Nesbitt, G.

Briner, G. 8. Oakes, C. W.
Bruntnell, A. Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Buttenshaw, £. A. Perry, J.

Cocks, A. A. C. Robson, W. E. V.
Colquhoun, P. B. Storey, D.

Crane, J. T. Thomas, F. J.
Fallick, J. Wearne, W. E.

Fitzpatrick, J.C. L.
Graff, A.

Hoskins, T. J,
Hunt, J. C.

Lane, H. W.
Latimer, W. F,

Weaver, R. W. D,
Zuill, W. A,

Tellers,
Grimm, A. H.
Walker, R. B.

Master in Equity.

Proposed vote, £3,649.

Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [3
pm.]: I want to ask the Minister to.
agree at this stage to the adjournment
of the debate until Tuesday.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: Cer-
tainly not. I move:

That the question be now put.
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The Committee -divided: . " Nosgs. ~
. . . . Brookfield, P. Mutch, T. D. -
Ayes, 31; noes, 23; majority, 8. Burke, F. M. O’Brie’n, w.J.
Aves, Burke, M. Osborne, J. P,
Bagnall, W. R. 0. Latimer, W. F. Davies, W, Quirk, J. P.
Ball, R. T. Millard, W. Dooley, J. Smith, T. J.
Briner, G. S. Morton, Harry Estell, J. Storey, J.
Bruntnell, A. Morton, Mark F. Gardiner, A. R. Stuart-Robertson,
Buttenshaw, E. A.  Nesbitt, G. Kearsley, W. R. J.
Cocks, 4. A. C, Oakes, C. W. Keegan, T. Wright, J.
Colquhoun, P. B. = Onslow,Col.J. W.M.  Lang,J.T.
Crane, J. T. Perry, J. McGirr, J. J. G. Tellers,
PFallick, J. Storey, D. McGirr, P. M. Hickey, Simon
Fitzpatrick, J.C.L. Thomas, F. J. McKell, W. J. Johnston, V.C.R. W,
g‘; Zﬁ;ﬁlé —_ ‘;Vgalker, 113 % b Question so resolved in the afirmative.
: , W, C. eaver, R. W. D.
gg;lil:zé Al.‘ I:IT Zuillrl,,Vli;. A, Registrar in Bankruptcy.
.. ellers,
Hunt, 7 C. Robson, W.E. V. Proposed vote, £2,709.
Lane, H. W. Wearne, W. E. Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : I move:
Nozs. That the question be now put.
Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J., The Committee divided:
Burke, F. M. Mutch, T. D. S
Burke, M. O'Brien, W. J. Ayes, 32; noes, 22; majority, 10.
Zgavies, w. Osborne, J. P, Avgs.
ooley, J. i
e ;’Pl]f’ o gx‘;}; 'f] J. Bagnall, W.R.C.  Millard, W.
Gardiner, A. R. Stuarfj-Robertson, Ball,' R. :l Morton, Harry
Hickey, Simon R J Bavin. T. R. Mortfm, Mark F.
Johnston, V.C. R.W. Wright, J. Bennett, W, Nesbiit, G.
Keegan, T. y Briner, G. S. Oakes, C. W.
Lang, J. T. Tellors Bruntnell, A. Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
McGirr, J. J. G. Kearsley W Buttenshaw, £ 4. Perry, J.
McGirr, P. M. Quirk, J. 2°1quh3“‘;; P.B.  Storey, D.

; T Jrane, J. T. Thomas, F. J.
Question so resolved in the afirmative. Eddgri, A. Walker, R. B.
Question—That the vote be -agreed to - Fallick, J. Wearne, W. .

—put. h . . > Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Weaver, R. W. D.
put. The Committee divided: Graff, A. ’ Zuill, W. A,
Ayes, 32; noes, 23; majority, 9. Grahame, W. C.
AvEs Hoskins, T. J. Tellers,
. Hunt, J. C. Grimm, A. H
Bagnall, W.R.C.  Millard, W. i I W.
Ball, R.’T. Morton, Harry Latimer, W. F. Lane, H. W.
gavin, T.R. Nesbitt, G. Noks.
ennett, W. Oakes, C. W. .
Briner, G. S. Onslow, Col. J.W. M. Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Bruntnell, A. Perry, J. Burke, M. Muteh, T. D.
Buttenshaw, E. A. Robson, W.E. V. gawes, w. Osb'orne, J. P
Colquhoun, P. B. Storey, D. : 091ey, J. Qul'rk, J. P
Crane, J. T. Thomas, F. J. Este]!, J. Smith, T. J.
Fallick, J. Walker R. B. Ggrdmer,_.A. R. Storey, J.
Fitapatrick, J.C. L. 'Wearne’ W.E. Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
" Graff, A. Weave;, R.W.D. Johnston, V.C.R.W. R.J.
Grahame, W. C. Zuill, W. A. Kearsley, W. Wright, J.
Grimm, A. H. Lang, J. T. © o Lellers,
Hoskin’s Ty, Tellers McG!rr, J. J.G. Burk.e, F. M.
Hunt, J. C. Cocks, A. A. C. MeGirr, P. M. O'Brien; W. J.
Lane, H. W. Latimer, W. F. Question so resolved in the affirmative,
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_ Question—That the vote be agreed to
~—put. The Committee divided:

iAyes, 29; noes, 22; majority, 7

{5 Seer,1917.]
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out knowing on what we are voting.
If the Minister would give the Com-
mittee some explanation with regard to
this item we would be able to vote more
intelligently. The item ‘“Advances to
estates for administration purposes” also
requires explanation. The Committee
would like some information from the
Minister with regard to the whole vote.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : I'move:

Ayges.

Bennett, W. Latimer, W. F.
Briner, G. S. Millard, W.
Bruntnell, A. Morton, Harry
Buttenshaw, E. A. Nesbitt, G.
Colguhoun, P.B. Oakes, C. W. .
Crane, J. T. Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Edden, A. Perry, J.

Fallick, J. Robson, W. E. V.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Thomas, F. J,
-Graff, A Walker, R. B,
Grahame, W. C. Wearne, W. E
Grimm, A H. Zuill, W. A,
Hoskms, T. dJ. Tellers,
Hunt, J. C. Bagnall, W R. C.
La_ne, H. W, VVeaver, . W.D.

NoEs.
Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Burke, F. M. O’Brlen, W.J.
Burke, M Osborne, J. P.
Dooley, J. Quirk, J P.
Fstell, 7. Smlth T. J.
Gardmer A.R. btorey, J.
lickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,

Johnston V.C.R.W. R.J.

Kears_ley, W. Wright, J.

Lang, J. T. Tellers,
McGarr, J. J. G. Davies, W.
McGirr, P. M. Mutch, T. D.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Pubdlic Trustee.
Proposed vote, £11,996.

*. Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON (Cam-
perdown) [3.25 p.m.]: I move:

That the item #£11,996 be reduced by

£146.

I do so because during the occupancy of

office by the present Government the
functions of the Public Trustee will be
negligible, inasmuch as the country will
shortly be bankrupt.

Mr. GARDINER (Newcastle) [3.26
pm.]: I have a few remarks to make. I
want to know

Motion (by Mr. J. C. L. FirzrATRICK)
proposed :

That the hon. member be not further
heard.

Question resolved in the negative.
Mr. GARDINER A little debate will

relieve the monotony of the proceedings.
We are: voting and again voting with-

That the question be now put.
The Committee divided:
Ayes, 36; noes, 19; majority, 17.

. AvYES.
Bagnall, W.R.C. Lane, H. W.
Ball, R. T. Latimer, W. F
Beeby, G. S. Millard, W.
Bennett, W. Morton, Harry
Briner, G.S. Morton, Mark F.
Bruntnell, A. Nesbhitt, G.
Buttenshaw, E. A, Oakes, C. W.
Cocks, A, A. C. Perry, J.
Colquhoun P.B. Price, R. A.
Crane, J. T Robson, W. E. V.
]deen A. Storey, D.
Falhck J. Thomas, F. J.
Fltzpatrlck J.C.L. Wearne, W. E.
Faller, G. W. Weaver, R. W. D
Graff, A. Zuill, W. A,
(xrahame, W. C,
Grimm, A. H. Tellers,
Hoskms, T.J. Bavin, T. R.
Hunt, J. C. Onslow, Col. J W. M.
Nozs,
Burke, F. M, Osborne, J. P.
Dav1es W. Quirk, J. P.
Estell, J. Smith, T. J.
Gardiner, A. R. Storey, J.
Hickey, élmon Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston, V.C.R.W. R.J.
Kea»rsley, W. Wright, J.
Lang, J.T.
McGirr, J. J G. Tellers, .
McGirr, P. M. Brookfield, P.
Mutch, T. D. McKell, W. J.

Question so resolved is the affirmative,

Question—That ‘the vote be reduced
by £146—put. The Committee divided:

Ayes, 15; noes, 35; majority, 20.

AyEs.
Brookfield, P. Quirk, J. P.
Burke, F. M. . Smith, T, J.
Davies, W, Storey, J.
Gardiner, A. R. © .Stuart-Robertson,
Hickey, Simon R. J.
Lang, J.T.
McGirr, P. M. Tellers,
McKell, W. J. Kearsley, W,
Mutch, T.D. ’ McGirr, J. J. G..



1042 Supply.

Nogs.
Ball, R. T. Hunt, J. C.
Bavm T. R. Lane, H. W,
Beeby, G. S. Latimer, W. F.
Bennett, W. Millard, W.
-Briner, G. 8. Morton Harry

Bruntne]l A. Morton, Mark F,

Buttenshaw, E. A, Nesbhitt, G.
Cocks, A. A. C. Oakes, C. W.
Colquhoun, P. B. Perry, J.

Crane, J. T. Price, R. A.
Edden, A. Robson, W. E. V.
Fallick, J. Storey, D.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Thomas, F. J.
Fuller, G. W, Wearne, W. E
Graff, A. Zuill, W, A,
Grahame, W. C. Tellers,
Grimm, A. H, Bagnall, W. R. C.

Hoskins, T. J. Weaver, R. W.D
. Questidn so resolved in the negative.
| Mr.J.C.L.FITZPATRICK: T move:

That the question, ‘‘That the vote be
agreed to,” be now put.

The Committee divided:
Ayes, 34; noes, 20; majority, 14.

AvEs.
Bagnall, W.R.C. Hunt, J. C.
Ball, R. T. Lane, H. W.
Bavin, T. R, Millard, W.
Bennett, W. Mocrton, Harry
Briner, G. S. Morton, Mark F.
Bruntnell, A. ‘Oakes, C. W.
Buttenshaw, E. A.  Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Cocks, A. A. C. Perry, J.
Colquhoun, P. B. Price, R. A.
Crane, J. T, Storey, D.
Edden, A. Thomas, F. J.
Fallick, J. ‘Wearne, W. E.

Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Weaver, R. W. D.

Fuller, G. W, Zuill, W. A,
Graff, A.
Grahame, W. C. Tellers,
Grimm, A, H, Latimer, W. F.
Hoskins, T. J. Nesbitt, G.

. Nozs.
Brookfield, P, Mutch, T. D.
Burke, F. M. Oshorne, J. P.
Davies, W. Quirk, J. P.
Estell, J. Smith, T. J.
Gardiner, A. R. Storey, J.
Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
Kearsley, W. R. J.
Keegan, T. Wright, J.
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
MecGirr, J. J. G. Johnston, V.C.R. W.
McGirr, P. M. McKell, W. J.

. Question so resolved in the affirmative.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Department of J: ustice.

Question—That the vote be agreed to

—put. The Committee divided:
Ayes; 84; noes, 19; majority, 15.
Ayss
Bagnall, W.R. C. Latimer, W. F.
BalLR.T. Millard, W.
Bavin, T. R. Morton, Harry
Bennett, W. Morton, Mark F.
Briner, G. S. Neshitt, G.
Bruntnell, A. Oakes, C. W.
Buttenshaw, E. A.  Onslow,Col.J.W.M.
Cocks, A. A. C. Perry, J.
Colquhoun, P. B. Price, R. A.
Tallick, J. Storey, D.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Thomas, F. J.
Fuller, G. W Wearne, W. E.
Graff, A, Weaver, R. W. D.
Grahame, W. C. Zuill, W, A, -
Grimm, A. H.
Hoskins, T. J. Tellers,
Hunt, J. C. Crane, J. T.
Lane, H. W, Walker, R. B.
NokEs.
Brookfield, P. Osborne, J. P.
Davies, VV Quirk, J. P,
Estell, J. Smlth T.J.
Gardiner, A. R. Storey, J.
Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston, V.C.R.W. R.J.
Keegan, i Wright, J.
Lang, J. T. .
McGarr, J. J. G. Tellers,
McGirr, P. M. Kearsley, W.
MeceKell, W. J. Mutch, T.D

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Probate Office.
" Proposed vote, £2,571.
Mr, J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : T move:
That the question b2 now put.
The Committee divided:
Ayes, 32; noes, 19 ; majority, 13.

‘AYES.
Bagnall, W. R. C. Millard, W.
Ball, R. T. Morton, Harry
Bavin, T. R. Morton, Mark F.
Bennett, W. Nesbitt, G.
Briner, G. S. Oakes, C. W.
Buttenshaw, E. A.  Perry, J.
Cocks, A. A. C. Price, R. A.
Colquhoun, P. B. Storey, D.
Crane, J. T. Thomas, F. J.
Fuller, G. W, ‘Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Wearne, W. E
Grahame, W. C. Weaver, R. W.D.
Grimm, A. H. Zuill, W."A.
Hoskins, T. J.
Hunt, J. C. Tellers,
Lane, H. W. Abbott, M.

Latimer, W. F. Bruntnell, A.
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NoEs.

Davies, W, Mutch, T. D.
Estell, J. Quirk, ‘3. P,
Gardiner, A. R. Smlth T. J.
Hickey, Simon St,orey, J.
Johnston,V.C.R.W. Stuart-Robertson,
Kearsley, W. R. J.
Keegan, T. Wright, J.
Lang, J. T.
McGirr, J. J. G, Tellers, -
McGlrr, P. M. McKell, W. J.

Miller, G. T. C. Osborne, J. P. }
Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Question—That the vote be agreed to
—put. The Committee divided:

Ayes, 84 ; noes, 17 ; majority, 17.

AYES.
Abbott, M, Hunt, J. C.
Bagnall, W, R. C. Latimer, W. I¢,
Ball, R. T. Millard, W.
Bavm, T. R. Morton, Harry
Beeby, G. 8. Morton, Mark F.
Bennett. W. Neshitt, G.
Briner, G. S. Oakes, C. W.
Bruntnell, A. Onslow Col. J. W.M
Cocks, A. A C. Perry, i)
Colquhoun, P. B, Price, R. A.
Crane, J. T. Robson, W.E. V.
Fallick, J. Thomas, F. J.
Fitzpatrick,J.C.L. Walker, R. B.
Fuller, G. W. Wearne, W. L.
Graff, A
Grahame Ww. C. Tellers,
Grimm, A. H. Lane, H. W,
Hoskms T. J. Zuill, W. A.
Nozs.
Brookfield, P. Mutch, T. D..
Davies, W, Osborne J. P.
Estell, J. Quirk, J.P.
J ohnston V.C.R. W Stuar t—Robertson
Kearsley, R. J.
Keegan, T. Wright, J.
Lang, J.T.
MecGarr, P. M. Tellers,
McKell, W. J, chkey, Simon
Miller, G. T. C. Smith, T. J.
Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Sheriff.

Proposed vote, £27,920.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Bathurst) [4.6

m.J: T am surprised to see the item
“Sheriff, £800,” provided for this year.
The Mmlster knows that the duties of
Sheriff in this State are in the nature
of a sinecure, and for some time past have
been carried out by the Prothonotary of
the Supreme Court. This item should
have been reduced by at least £600. This
could have been secured by combining
the duties of Sheriff with those of Pro-
thonotary. Tt would have added very

[5 Seer, 1917,
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little to the not too-onerous duties of the
Prothonotary, and for the additional
duties he might have been remunerated
with the remaining £200. By this means a

*saving of £600 could have been effected

at a time when every inducement is
offered to economise. !

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick: Will it be
of any service to the hon. member to
know that the two positions have been
amalgamated, with the result that a sav-
ing has been effected so far as the com-
petent administration of the department
is concerned?

Mr. JOHNSTON : What is the saving?

Mr. J. C. L. Firzeatrick : There is a
saving of a considerable amount. As a
result of the amalgamation the whole of
the Sheriff’s salary has been saved.

Mr. Bavin: Why does the item appear
on the estimates?

Mr. J. C..L. Firzpatrick : Because the
amalgamation has been effected since the
estimates were framed. The hon. mem-
ber may take my assurance that, as a re-
sult of the amalgamation, a saving will
be effected, and although the amount
stands on the estimates as it does at
present, it does not mean that it will be
expended.

My, Baviy: Is that so?..

Mr. J. C. L. ¥Firzpatrick: I can assure
hon. members that it is so. These esti-
mates were prepared many weeks ago!

Mr. JOHNSTON : I have no desire to
move any amendment, but what is to
prevent the Minister amending the esti-
mate by deducting the item in question?

Mr. J. C. L. ¥irzrarricK: Because it
is unnecessary. The reduction will be
effected automatically!

Mr. JOHNSTON : In view of the Min-
ister’s assurance, I have nothing further
to say.

Mr. BAVIN (Gordon) [4.10 pm.]: I
do think it undesirable that, if money is
not to be spent, it should be voted on
these cstimates.

‘Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrics: The hon.
member can see that the provision was
made in the estimates before the amal-
gamation was brought about!

Mr. BAVIN : I do not take exception to
the item being there, but there is no good



1044 Supply.

reason why it should stay there. Whilst.
T am satisfied with the Minister’s assur-.

ance, I should like to know how much
there is on the estimates that we are

called upon to vote to which the same -

thing applies. There may be £1,000 or
£10,000, or £50,000, or possibly £100,000
that we are called upon to vote which
we are not called upon to spend, and it
is wrong in principle.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzratrick: How does
the hon. member propose that we could
alter the estimates after they have been
printed?

Mr. BAVIN: If it is not intended to
expend the amount involved in the item
in question, then the estimate could be
reduced by that amount. Possibly it
might be left out of the Appropriation
Bill. At any rate, the estimates could
be amended by the omission of the item.

Mr. J. C. L. Frrzeatrick : The appro-
priation of the money doe§ not mean
that it will be expended!

Mr. BAVIN: If the money is voted it
means that taxes will have to be imposed
to raise it. It is not a right principle
that we should vote money which we
know beforehand is not going to be ex-
pended.

Vote agreed to.

Dastrict Courts.
Proposed vote, £4,315.
Question—That the vote be agreed to

~—put. The Committee divided:
Ayes, 33; noes, 24; majority, 9.
AvEs.
Abbott, M. Lane, H. W.
Bagnall, W.R. C. Latimer, W. F
Bavin, T. R. Millard, W.
Bennett, W. Morton, Harry

Briner, G. 8. Morton, Mark F.

Bruntnell, A Nesbitt, G.

Cocks, A. A. C. Onslow, Col. J. W, M.
Crane, J. T. Perry, J.

Fallick, J. Price, R. A.
Fitzpatrick, J.C.L. Thomas, F. J.
Fuller, G. W. Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Wearne, W. L.
Grahame, W. C. Weaver, R. W. D.
Grimm, A. H. Zuill, W A.

Hall, D. R. Tellers,
Hoskins, T. J. Oakes, C. W.
Hunt, J. C. Robson, W. E. V.

[Mr. Bavin.
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Department of Justice.
Nogs.

Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Burke, F. M. Miller, G.T. C.
Burke, M. Mutch, T. D.
Davies, W. O’Br]en Ww.J.
Dooley, J. Osboxne, J. P.
Estell, J. Smith, T. J.
Gardmel A.R. Storey, J.
Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston,V.C.R.W. R.J.
Keegan, . Wright, J.
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
MecGarr. J. J. G. Kearsley, W.
McGirr, P. M. Quirk, J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Vote agreed to. )

Fair Rents Court.

Proposed vote, £880, agreed to.

Coroners.

Proposed vote, £3,770.

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON (Cam-
perdown) [4.18 p.m.]: I shall call for a
division and vote against this item as a
protest against the administration and
general conduct of the coroner’s court.

Question—That the vote be agreed to—
put. The Committee divided:

Ayes, 30; noes, 23; majority, 7.
AvEs,

Abbott, M. Morton, Harry
Bagnall, W.R.C. Morton, Mark F.
Briner, G. S. Nesbitt, G.
Cocks, A. A. C. Oakes, C. W.
Crane, J. T. Perry, J.
Fallick, J. Price, R. A.

Fitzpatrick, J.C. L. Robson, W. E. V.

Graff, A. Thomas, ¥'. J.

Grahame, W.C. Walker, R. B.

Grimm, A, H. Wearne, W. B.

Hall, D. R. Weaver, R. W, D.

Hoskins, T. J. Zuill, W. A.

Hunt, J. C.

Lane, H. W. Tellers

Latimer, W. F. Bennett,

Millard, W. Bruntnell, A.
Noes.

Brookfield, P.
Burke, F. M.

McKell, W. J.
Miller, G. T. C.

Burke, M. O’Brien, W. J.
Dooley, J. Osborne, J. P.
Estell, J. Quirk, J. P.
Gardiner, A. R. Smith, T. J.

Hickey, Simon
Johnston, V.C.R.'W.
I{earsley, W,

Stuart-Robertson,
R.J.
Wright, J.

Keegan, T
Lang, J. T. Tellers,
MecGarr, J. J. G. Davies, W.

T\IcGrn‘r, P. M. Mutch, T. D.

Question so resolved in the affirmative
Vote agreed to.
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Petty Sessions.
Proposed vote, £104,001.
Question—That the vote, “Petty Ses-

sions, £104,001,” be agreed to—put. The

Committee divided:

Ayes, 27; noes
o ¢ 2 >

23 ; majority, 4.

AYEs.
BagnalLW.R.C. Hunt, J. C.
Bavin, T. R. Latimer, W. F.
Bennett, W. Millard, W.
Briner, G. S. Morton, Harry
Bruntnell, A. Nesbitt, G.
Cocks, A. A. C. - Qakes, C. W.
Crane, J. T. Perry, J. .
Fallick, J. Thomas, F. J.
Fitzpatrick,J.C. L. Walker, R. B.
Graff, A. Weaver, R. W. D.
Grahame, W. C. Zuill, W. A.
Grimm, A. H, Tellers,
Hall, D. R. Lane, H. W,
Hoskins, T. J. Price, R. A.

Nogs. ’
Brookfield, P. McKell, W. J.
Burke, F. M. Miller, G. T. C.
Burke, M. Mutch, T. D.
Davies, W, ()’ Brien, W. J.
Dooley, J. Osborne, J. P.
Tstell, J. Quirk, J. P,
Gardiner, A. R. Stuart-Roberts8n,
Hickey, Simon R.J.
Joknston, V. C.R. W. Wright, J.
Kearsley, W. .
Lang, J.T. Tellers,
McGirr, J. J. G. Keegan, T.
McGirr, P. M. Smith, T. J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.

Yote agreed to.

Prisons.
Proposed vote, £92,356.
Question—That the vote be agreed to

put.

The Committee divided:

Ayes, 30; noes, 18; majority, 12.

AvEs.

Bagnall, W.R. C.
Bavin, T. R.
Bennett, W.
Briner, G. 8.
Bruntnell, A.
Cocks; A. A. C.
Crane, J. T.
Fallick, J. )
Fitzpatrick,J.C. L.
Graff, A.

Hall, D.R..
Hoskins, T. J.
Hunt, J. C.

Lane, H. W,
Latimer, W. F.
Millard, W.-

2s

Morton, Harry
Morton, Mark F.
Nesbitt, G.
Oakes, C. W.
Onslow, Col. J.W. M.
Perry, J.

Price, R. A.
Robson, W. E. V.
Thomas, F. J.
‘Wearne, W. E.
‘Weaver, R..W. D.
Zuill, W. A,

Tellers,
Grimm, A. H.
Walker, R. B.

{5 Seer, 1917.)
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NoEs. ]
Davies, W. Mutch, T. D.
Dooley, J. Osborne, J. P.
Estell, J. Quirk, J. P.
Gardiner, A. R. Smith, T. J.
Hickey, Simon Stuart-Robertson,
Johnston,V.C.R.W. R.J.
Kearsley, W. Wright, J.
Keegan, T. : Tellers,
Lang, J. T. McGirr, P. M,
Miller, G. T. C. McKell, W. J.

Question so resolved in the affirmative.
Proposed  vote, Registrar-General,
£77,035, agreed to.

Public Service Board.
Proposed vote, £12,465.

Mr. QUIRK (Rozelle) [4.35 pm.]: I
would be prepared to record a vote for
the abolition of this departenent. From
its establishment in 1895 up till the pre-
sent I have failed to see that it has done
any great good with regard to the public
service generally. I have from time to
time received many complaints of the
administration of the board, and I hold
one in my hand which, in my opinion,
should receive the attention of this Com-
mittee. A lady named Miss Greer had
passed the examination held by the Pub-
lic Service Board for appointment as
probationary nurse, and had, in response
to advice from the board, prepared her
outfit in readiness to take up duty when
required at the Coast Hospital. She
was then informed by the Public Service
Board that she stood sixteenth on the
list, and was asked to be in readiness to
take up duty at any time. Shortly after-
wards she was informed that the board
considered she should pass another ex-
amination, as so long a time had
elapsed since she had passed. Miss Greer
considered this treatment most unfair,
and wrote to the board, protesting. She

. is now informed that her name has been

removed from the list. This is only one
of a number of such complaints to which
I have had my attention drawn, and I
think the time has arrived when steps
should be taken with regard to the treat-
ment meted out by this department to
applicants for appointment. Like all
other departments, the board has pro-
gressed, but my argument is, that it is
not serving the purpose for which it was
intended,
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I should be glad to learn from the
Minister whether public servants in the
Registrar-General’s Office have their
salaries regulated by the Public Service
Board or by the departmental board. I
know a clerk in that department who has

gerved thirty-one years, and who is now-

in receipt of only £250 per annum, whilst
quite a number of others are receiving
£300 and over.

The sum of £12,465 under the heading
of Public Service Board could, in my
opinion, well be applied to better advan-
tage in assisting other departments. We
have the same state of things coming
into existence to-day as obtained prior to
the constitution of the board. Ministers
at the head of departments are quite cap-
able of carrying on their own affairs;
and I hope &his will be the last occasion
upon which the Committee is called upon
to deal with estimates under this head.

Vote agreed to.

Maiscellaneous services.

Proposed vote, £15,415.

Question—That the vote be agreed to
- put. The Committee divided:

" Ayes, 34; noes, 20; majority, 14.

AyEs
Abbott, M. Latimer, W. F
Bagnall, W.R.C. Ley,T.J.
Ball, R. T. Millard, W.
Bavin, T. R. Morton, Harry
Briner, G. S. Morton, Mark F.
Beruntnell, A. Nesbitt, G.
Crane, J. T. Nicholson, Lt.-Col.
Edden, A. "Perry, J.
Taltick, J. Pricz, R. A.
Titzvatrick, J. C. L. Robson, W. E. V.
Graff, A. \Valker R. B. .
Grahame, W. C. \Vearne, W. E.
Grimm, A. H.- Weaver, R. W.D.
Hall, D. R. Zuill, W. A.
'Hosklns T. J.
Hunt, J. C. Tellers,
James, A. G. F. Buttenshaw, E. A,
Lane, H. W. Thomas, F. J.
NoEs.
Burke. F. M, Mutch, T. D.
Dooley, J. O’Brien, W. J.
Estell, J. ©Osborne, J. P
Gardiner, A. R. Quirk, J. P.
Hickey, Simon Smith, T. J.

Johnston, V.C.R. W. Stuart-Robertson,"
Keegan, T. R.J

Lang, J. T. Wright, J.
MeGirr, P. M. Tellers,
McKell, W. J. Brookfield, P.

Miller. G T. C.
Qucstion so resolved in the affirmative.

[Mr. Quirk.

Kearsley, W.
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S ecrétary Jor Lands.

SECRETARY FOR LANDS.

Purchase of Sawmills on North Coast—Resumption of
Land for Returned Soldiers—Watson’s Bay and South
S8hore Ferry Company—Homes for Incapacitated
Soldiers and Widows of Soldiers—Western Lands
Beard—Expenditure on Parks—Freehold and Lease-
hold Tenures—Additional Areas.

Proposed vote, £399,254. -

Mr. LANG (Granville) [4 45 pm.]:
May I ask the Minister in charge of the
House if he will agree to an adjourn-
ment of the discussion of these esti-
mates until the Minister for Lands re-
turns to his place in this House.

Mr. GramaMe: He cannot be here for
a fortnight!

Mr, LANG: Does not the Minister for
Agriculture think that it is reasonable
to expect that the Minister for Lands
ought to be in charge of his own esti-
mates, and that their discussion ought
to be adjourned until such time as he is?

Mr. GramaME: At present I am in
charge of the Lands Department!

Mr. LANG: You are the Acting Min-
ister for Lands?

Mr. GraHaAME: Yes!

My, LANG: In all seriousness, does
not the hon. member consider that the
importance of the Lands Department is
such that this House ought to be given
every opportunity to assist the depart-
ment to carry out its functions by ex-
amining and criticising in detail the
estimates placed before us? This House
has been sitting since 4.30 p.m. yester-
day up to the present time, which is 4.50
pm., and I ask the Minister to consent
to the adjournment of the debate for
twenty-four hours. ..

Mr. GrauaME: I will not agree to an ~
adjournment of the debate!

Mr. PRICE (Gloucester) [4.51 p.m.]:
I understand that at this juncture we
are entitled to deal with the general
estimates of the Lands Department. I
recognise that the House has been sitting
continuously for many hours, and I do
not intend to take up a very consider-
able time; at the same time, I want to
make my position perfectly clear. In
these estimates certain items are
omitted. The omitted items refer to the
purchase of certain sawmills and the pay-
ment of certain salaries—an expenditure

" involving over £20,000. I regret that

the Minister for Lands is not here.
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and in his absence I do not want it to
be said that I have taken an unfair ad-
vantage by referring to matters which I
would prefér to deal with in his pre-
sence. The position is very clear.
trary to the provisions of the Public
Works Act, and contrary to the opera-

tions of the ordinary system of Govern-

ment, the expenditure of a sum of over
£20,000 is involved, and it is not shown
on these estimates. I want the hon.
gentleman to explain, before we go any
further, how it is that a banking account
has been transferred from the City Bank
at Gloucester and opened on behalf of

the Government with the Commercial -

Bank in the same town. These items are
omitted from the estimates submitted to
this House in connection with the de-
partment. The estimates should disclose
the position exactly, and my contention
is that these estimates do not. We had
a.report made by the Minister for Lands,
intimating that a profit of 15 per cent.
was made over a specific period. The
Minister for Lands, in answer to a ques-
tion put by me, deliberately said that the
transaction had not been completed, yet
it is a matter of open knowledge, and
the Minister must either have been mis-
informed, he must have been misleading
this House, or he must have made an
untruthful statement. In drawing atten-
tion to this matter T am endeavouring
to assist the Government. T recognise
that in a grave crisis like this it is the
duty of every man to assist the Govern-
ment. I recognise that whilst this coun-
try is at war, and whilst the Government
is in the midst of industrial turmoil, it
beconies my duty, as it is the duty of
every man, not to put chocks in the
wheel, so far as the State is concerned.
That is the reason why I have refrained
from taking any course other than that
which I am now adopting. Before voting
for the item, I think that the facts ought
to be submitted to the House. The mem-
bers of the House, as well as every honest
man in this country, every taxpayer, and
every person who has to foot the bill, will
recognise the fact that this expenditure
was incurred contrary to the law, and is
not shown on these estimates. I want to
know what schedule this expense has
been smothered under. According to the
-statement published by the Minister for

[6 Sepr., 1917.]
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Lands, and authorised by the Auditor-
General, it was shown that a profit of
15 per cent. had been realised on certain
transactions. While the Minister pro-
duced that statement in answer to a ques-
tion of mine, he said that the transaction
had not been completed; but an account
was transferred from the City Bank at
Gloucester, and.the Government opened
an account in the Commercial Bank in
the same town, cheques being drawn and
paid by a private individual. Then Sir
Allen Taylor, who sold the property, or
the persons with whom the Crown
negotiated, disputed the transaction,
and to get behind the law as laid down by
statute the Government entered into a.
transaction involving the expenditure of
a sum of £20,000, which, according to the
Public Works Act, must be submitted to
this House. The fact is, that the law has
been broken by the Government. I asked
the question, as by right I was entitled
to, and I submitted that a wrong was
being done this country. To use a vul-
garism, T submitted that the Government
had bought a “pig in a poke,” and that
they had paid too much for it.

Mr. GraEaAME: On a point of ordér,
the hon. member for Gloucester is now
discussing the purchase of a sawmill and:
other lands in the Gloucester district,
which appeared as an item in the Public-
Works Fund last year. There is no item
on the estimates this year dealing with.
sawmills, so that the hon. member, Mr.
Price, is just one year too late in the-
discussion he is opening to-day.

Mr. Price: On the point of order, T
am dealing with the Forestry estimates,
and am endeavouring to show that they-
do not disclose the true position of’
affairs. That, I contend, I am entitled
to do. -

Mr. GrRAHAME: You are not entitled to
discuss anything passed last year!

Mr. Price: I submit that the Forestry
estimates, before they are passed by this
House, must disclose certain things, and
it is my objective to show that before
passing the vote for the Forestry De-
partment the transactions I am referring
to should be disclosed.

Hox. Memeers: On the point of
order- ‘

The Tremporary CHamMAN  (Mr.
CorquitouN): I do not want to heax

-
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any hon. member further on the point
of order. I think the hon. member for
Gloucester is out of order in discussing
the question of the purchase of certain
sawmills, because in these estimates there
is no item under the heading of the Sec-
retary for Lands regarding the question.
However, as the item was dealt with in
last year’s estimates under the heading
of the Public Works Department, and as
the Public Works Department estimate
has been already discussed by this Com-
mittee, I consider that the hon. member
for Gloucester is out of order in dis-
cussing the matter.

Mr. PRICE: I want to point out that
we are getting into a very dangerous sys-
tem, when items are jockeyed from one
department to another. In answer to a
-gpecific question asked by me, the Minis-
ter distinctly stated that this transac-
-tion had not been completed. Now we
-are told that it has been completed. I
~complain of the way in which the ac-
-counts are bolstered up and falsified.
My charge is that the Forestry esti-
mates are absolutely wrong, inasmuch as
“they do not correctly disclose the affairs
~of the department. I claim my right to
criticise. 1 am told ‘that this matter
was dealt with on the Works Depart-
ment estimates. The Works Depart-
ment has nothing to do with it. The
necessary expenditure upon inspection,
wages, and other details is provided for
‘in the Forestry estimate. This matter
is so confused that I shall take an
~early opportunity to have it investi-
mated on a specific motion, in order that
the whole condition of affairs may be
-gxposed. We are dealing here with the
people’s money. I want to know if the
director of Forestry is responsible for
"his own department. If he is respon-
:sible, how is it that upon this estimate
“provision is not made for certain
~galaries which are being paid. Who is
“paying them? Are they being paid out
0f the advance account? The matter
~cannot be glossed over by any subter-
fuge of this kind. The item has been
removed for what reason I am not in a
position to say, and I want to know what
has become of it. In critical times like
these my desire is to assist the Govern-
ment in every possible way, and for that
veason T am prepared to take advantage

i [The Temporary Chairman.

C——
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of a later opportunity to press home my
charge—that the properties were bought
at excess values and that certain salaries
are being paid, for which apparently

‘no provision is made on the estimates.

These accounts are supposed to be se
clear that the man in the street can
understand them, but far from being
clear the House and the country is being
deceived by a deliberate system of
jockeying. These estimates, I submit,
are false and not in accordance with the
books of the department.

Mr. Eppex: That is a serious charge!

Mr. PRICE: Yes, and a true one. I
repeat that the account was transferred
from the City Bank at Gloucester to a
private account, and authority was given
to a private citizen to operate upon it.

"Mr. EppEn: Is the hon. member pre-
pared to prove it?

Mr. PRICE: Absolutely, and the
sooner the facts are disclosed to the
publie, in order that they may thoroughly
understand what the position is, the
better it will be. I might explain to hon.
members how the information came into
my possession. The gentleman who car-
ried the papers relating to the transaction
dropped them on the roadside. They
were picked up, and before the originals
were returned typewritten copies were
made. I have a copy here.

Mr. GrasaME: Why did not the hon.
member discuss this when the item was
voted last year?

Mr. PRICE: It was never before the
House.

Trar Temporary CHAIRMAN  (Mr.
CorLquuoux) : The hon, member for Glou-
cester is not obeying my ruling. He
knows he 1s attempting to get in a
discussion which is 'mnot permissible.
The hon. member must confine himself
to the illustration he is using in regard
to 'the administration of the department:

Mr. PRICE: I have no desire to evade
the ruling of the Chair, but I want to
make my position clear. These estimates
ought not to be hurriedly gone through,
seeing that they do not disclose the whole
of the facts and the true position of
affairs. When the facts are disclosed
there will not be one decent man on
either side of the House who will not
cry “shame,” not one decent citizen
called upon to pay the piper, who
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will not say a blunder has been commit-
ted. As regards the officer in charge of the
Forestry Department, I have every con-
fidence in him. I look upon him as an
honorable, straightforward, decent man;
but apparently some influences have been
at work to prevent the whole transaction
being inquired into. I intend to take
advantage of a later opportunity to have
an inquiry inte the whole matter, in
accordance. with the terms of a motion,
notice of which has been given. I want
to assist the Government, and I am pre-
pared to defer any further action. But
before leaving the question I wish to
refer once more to the extraordinary
position of affairs which confronts us.
The Minister has stated that this matter
was dealt with twelve months ago. That
is absolutely untrue. It never came be-
fore Parliament. '

Mr. GrauaME: I hope the hon. member
will be called upon to withdraw that
statement and apologise!

Tae Tevprorary =~ CHAIRMAN  (Mr.
CorLQuEoUuN) : The hon. member for Glou-
cester is not entitled to accuse the Min-
ister of uttering absolute untruths, and I
must call upon him to withdraw and
apologise for the statement.

Mr. PRICE: I can neither withdraw
nor apologise, because 1 do not accusz
the Minister of uttering absolute un-
truths. What I say is, that the informa-
tion furnished the House is not in
accordance with the facts. When the
hon. member says the matter was dealt
with twelve months ago, I reply that the
person who supplied him with the in-
formation supplied him with a statement
which is absolutely untrue. The matter
was never submitted to Parliament, al-
though, as I have already contended, it
should have been submitted in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Public
Works Act. The whole transaction was
carried out behind the back of Parlia-
ment, and a fraud has been committed,
inasmuch as an excess price was paid for
the property. If only the Government
will grant me the inquiry I desire we
shall be able to clear up the matter, when
T am sure the truth of my statements
will be proved. This matter was never
submitted to Parliament.

Mr. Gramame: Why does the hon. -

member go on lying?
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Mr. PRICE: I must ask that the Min-
ister be called upon to withdraw that
The state-
ment I made was quite in accordance
with the facts.

The Temporary CHAlRMAN (M.
CoLQuHOUN) : I am sure the Minister will
see the wisdom of withdrawing his re-
mark.

Mr. Grauame: I withdraw, Mr. Tem-
porary Chairman. I made the definite
statement that this matter had been dealt
with on the estimates last year. The
hon. member for Gloucester has de-
liberately said three or four times that
the statement is not true. I submit to
you the estimates of last year, which
show where the item was dealt with and
passed by this House.

Mr. PRICE: I shall take a further
opportunity to deal with the question.
There is one other matter to which I
desire to direct attention. Certain re-
turns were furnished me the other night,
in regard to lands .purchased for re-
turned soldiers. The Crown has resumed-
a number of areas, notwithstanding that
surrounding the Bulga, the Craven, and
in various other parts of the State, there
are vast areas of Crown lands which
could be utilised for the purpose by the

_ expenditure of a comparatively small

sum of public money. Further, the Min-
ister for Lands advised me that no pro-
perty had been resumed at £8 5s. per
acre, the original purchase cost of which
was £4 per acre. That is absolutely mis-
Jleading. I would refer the Committee to
the Oban estate, which was originally"
purchased at £4 per acre. The estate
embraces some 8,000 and odd acres, and
it was resumed by the Government for
returned soldiers at a cost of £8 5s. per
acre, thus giving a clear profit of approxi-
mately £36,000 to the vendors. Whilst
that was being done, there were, as I
have already said, thousands of acres of
Crown lands available equally suitable
for settlement but. valueless at the pre-
sent time; and instead of spending
Government money in order to open up
and make those areas available for settle-
ment, the Government preferred to pur-
chase private property. If you want
repatriation, if you really want to settle
men on the land, for God’s sake give
them decent land on which they can
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make a living, and not land on which a
bandicoot could not live. I know of one
case in particular, that of J. P. Sands,
but I shall wait a later opportunity to
go into details. What I do say is that
it is a case of maladministration, men
coming back from the front are hum-
bugged in a shameful way. If they
want to get on the land and Crown lands
are available, why not say, “Very well,
take it up.” But the Government does
not do so. After “buying a pig in a
pole,” it makes the returned soldier suf-
fer from its fault. I know all this land
from A to Z, and although I merely enter
a protest now, at a later stage I shall
take definite action. The matter is too
serious to be passed over lightly.

I want to assist the Government, but
T ask it to do away with the sins of the
past. T want to make the land adminis-
tration clean, pure and bright. The ad-
ministration of this department is of

-such a character that men who want to

get on the land, and those who want
land, those who want additional condi-
tional purchases, and additional holdings
are starving. The Government is killing
this country by blocking settlement.
There are men who went in .as
pioneers with hearts of gilants, and
their homes are not fitted up yet. I
-shall reserve my further remarks against
the putrid and dishonest administration
‘that has been adopted for a future time,
‘when I shall, either by motion of ad-
Jjournment or other forms of the House,
bring up the whole question.

Mr. J. STOREY (Balmain)[5.20 p.m.] :
T do not want to delay the Committee
longer than possible, because 1 recognise
that the officers of the House have now
been engaged for over thirty hours, but
¥ must invite the attention of the Com-
nittee to the remarks of the hon. mem-
‘ber for Gloucester. He seems to make
them with a degree of sincerity that
would leave the impression on the minds
-of people that there is some truth in his
statements.

Mr. Eppen: What do you think about
them?

Mr. J. STOREY: Out of respect for
the hon. member I shall not say any-
thing about that. If hon. members are
permitted to make veiled charges of
corruption against members of the

[Mr. Price,
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Government who are handling large
estates for the purpose of placing people
upon them, and no protest comes from
the Government, we on this side of the
House .cannot be blamed if the idea
forms itself in our minds that there is
some truth in the statements. I put it
to the Minister for Agriculture that the
Government should do what was done
with hon. members in days gone by if
they made imputations against Ministers.
I remember when the hon. member for
Hartley, in perfect honesty, made alle-
gations against an hon. member, Mr.
Wade, the head of the Government, com-
pelled the hon. member to withdraw the
statements, warning him that if he did
not he would adopt against him a course
which would place him outside of the
House. If that was a good thing to do
in days gone by it is a good thing to-day.
If I were a Minister, and anyone brought
a charge of dishonesty against me, either
he or I would go outside. If the Minis-
ter does not take some course against
the hon. member the public will have a
right to assume that something wrong
is going on.

Mr. GramaME: You do not suppose the
public takes any notice of these state-
ments made by the hon. member for
Gloucester ?

Mr. J. STOREY : The outside public,
whose everyday work compels it to take
what goes on in the House as it is pre-
sented to it through the published re-
cords, has no opportunity of considering
the personality of members; and they
take the view that the remarks of the
hon. member are made with a due regard
to the solemnity of his position. I put
it to the Minister that members of the
public are not in a position to draw a
distinction between the hon. member for
Gloucester and, say, the hon. member for
Balmain. Unfortunately for the Minis-
ter, the hon. member is not alone in these
inuendoes. A gentleman who sits cheek
by jowl with him to-day, who fraternises
with him, and is one of his party, has
made many more serious statements than
has. the hon. member for Gloucester, and
no notice has been taken of them. I
refer to Mr. Trethowan. He has made
a statement that this is a House where
land-jobbing and corruption takes place.
If that is permitted to go on, I think
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hon. members of the Opposition might
well say, “Two of the Government sup-
porters have said certain things; no
action has been taken against them, and
we are justified in considering that there
is some truth in the statements.” 1 say
that members on my side of the House
do not believe the statements. We take
it that the actions of the Minister for
Lands are legitimate and proper, but
if the hon. member for Gloucester can
submit evidence in support of his state-
ments, there are no forms of the House
that will not be used to sheet the charges
home to the Government.

Mr. Gra=HAME: If the hon. member has
anything against us he will have every
opportunity to sheet it home!

Mr. J. STOREY : I do not take much
notice of the statements of the hon.
member, because of his peculiarities,
which are known to us, but Mr. Tre-
thowan is not a man of that kind. He
is a man of recognised standing in the
country. He has made certain state-
ments, and has not been asked to come
up to the scratch. I am not going to
subscribe to the doctrine that no one
cares what becomes of resumed land, but
we believe that the Government is doing
the right thing with it.

Mr. Srtuarr-RoBerTson: Mr. Tre-
thowan has practically accused this
House of corruption!

Mr. J. STOREY : Yes. Mr. Trethowan
gaid that it is in this House where
corruption and land jobbery have taken
place, and,are taking place. We on
this side, not being administrators,
can claim that we know nothing of
it. Thus it narrows itself down to
what the supporters of the Government
are doing. Who are these land jobbers?
Ts there any person who is using the
Minister? Is he permitting himself to
be used? Obviously he is not. We know
he is not, but the general public does not
know it, and if Ministers allow an hon.
member to rise here and make charges
against their honesty and integrity they
deserve that the public shall be suspicious
of them. We all know that there are
persons ever ready to make insinuations
of this kind. We know that the Govern-
ment is resuming estates for the pur-
pose of putting soldiers on the land. If
they are bond-fide resumptions everything
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is right. But if the Government is
allowing its officers to resume unsuitable
land, or to give too much for land re-
sumed, everything is wrong. If these
charges are not refuted or some action
taken against those who make them, then
whatever is said against the department
or the Government in future will be be-
lieved simply because the Government
refuses to take action to compel those
who make the charges, Mr. Trethowan
amongst the number, to come up to the
scratch., If a man charges me with be-
ing corrupt I am not going to sit by
and take that charge quietly. I will
make him come up to the scratch. I
would make him come to the bar of this
House if need be. There is another
course which can bé taken against Mr.
Trethowan. He is an M.L.C. He is not
free from the responsibilities of an
MI.C. He is not an ordinary farmer
now; he has the dignified title of Honor-
able attached to his name. He can be
brought to the bar of the Legislative
Council. There is a proper tribunal
there, and the Government has a repre-
sentative there. Let me say to the Min-
ister for Agriculture that I do not sub-
seribe to the doctrine that members of
this House are corrupt, and I think

" people who make such charges should be

compelled to come forward and prove
them.

Colonel ONSLOW (Bondi) [5.30 p..m] :
There is under this vote an 1tem
of £500 towards the maintenance and
improvement of Vaucluse Park. On that
item I desire to bring to the notice of the
Minister a certain grievance relating to
my own electorate. I very much regret
that the Minister for Lands is not pre-
sent to hear what I have to say and to
give his answer. I have seen the Min-
ister on this matter more than once, and
am prepared to affirm that in his heart
he believes it is a very bad case. First
of all, I thank the present Minister for
TLands for the courtesy with which he
has treated me, putting the whole of the
papers at my disposal. T do not impqte
to him any blame for the state of affairs
T am abouf to mention beyond that, as a
member of the Government, he allows
it to continue. In June last T received
a letter from the town clerk of Vau-
cluse, asking me to meet the late mayor;
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who desired to put certain matters before
me. It was a request dealing with a
certain public inconvenience with regard
to the ferries, with which I will deal
later. It seemed to me 2 simple matter,
and a petition was handed to me to be
transmitted to the Minister. [Commitice
counted.] 1 duly presented the petition
to the Minister, and the following state
of things disclosed itself to me. In
August, 1911, what is now known as
Nielsen Park was resumed by the then
Government and named after the then
Minister for Lands. A portion of the
land resumed had been acquired by the
Watson’s Bay and South Shore Ferry
Company from the Wentworth Park
trustees for the purpose of erecting a
wharf. The company had also obtained
from the Harbour Trust a lease of the
harbour frontage, and was about to erect
a wharf to serve the needs of the grow-
ing population in the district. The land
which the ferry company had acquired
was resumed with the rest of the area for
Nielsen Park. I may say, in passing,
that since 1911, when that land was re-
sumed, not one penny of compensation
has been paid to the ferry company, who
had lawfully acquired and paid for it.

An Hox. MeMmBER: How many shares
have you In the company ?

Colonel ONSLOW : The hon. member
measures everyone€’s corn by his own
bushel. "I have no shares in the com-
pany. I am speaking in the interests of
a number of my constituents, at the re-
quest of a municipal council in ‘my
district. The land being resumed, the
ferry company was unable to proceed
with the erection of a wharf, and the
residents of the district were deprived of
the services of the ferry steamers. The
residents naturally wanted some transit
between their homes and their places of
business, and the ferry company endea-
voured to come to an arrangement with
the Government by which it could get
some place of call at Shark Beach for
its steamers. Considerable correspond-
ence took place between the Lands De-
partment and the company, with the re-
sult that an agreement was arrived at
by which the company was to get a lease
for twenty-one years of this land, and to
erect a wharf upon it with the consent
of the Harbour Trust. There were vari-
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ous conditions attached, including one

that the company was to waive all claim

for compensation for any loss of business

in connection with the matter. The com-
pany agreed to every stipulation put

forward by the Government. Subse-

quently the Minister for Lands informed

the company that the Sydney Harbour

Trust Commissioners had intimated -
their willingness to lease the water

frontage; but the proposed arrangement

was never carried into effect because the

Nielsen Park trustees, for some reason,

objected to the wharf being erected in

that particular place. It is needless for

me to go into all the details, but a meet-

ing was held between the Harbour Trust

Commissioners, the Park trustees, the

Minister for Lands, and the ferry com-

pany, at which an arrangement was come

to. There the company also agreed to

every condition which was put forward.

Some further difficulty arose, and the

Lands Department having again come to
an agreement, broke that agreement. A

subsequent arrangement was then come

to, reducing the lease from twenty-one

to five years. Again the ferry company
agreed to every condition which was put
forward. Remember that the matter was

begun in 1911, and that not one penny

of compensation has since then been

paid to the company by the Government,

which resumed the land. Moreover, the
company has been kept out of its busi-

ness, and the residents have Leen de-

prived of the services of the boats.

Mr. EppEx: Why did you not go down
to the Lands Department?

Colonel ONSLOW : I have been to the
Lands Department, but it is not my
business to be going there all the time.
A wharf has been built at which the
Sydney Ferries, the trade rivals of the
company, have been permitted to ply.
Herein I point out that a grave injustice
has been done. Property owned by a.
trading corporation carrying on a law-
ful business and serving a public utility
has been taken away; the company has
been deprived of its trade, no compensa-’
tion has been paid, and its trade rivals
have been let into its business. So much
for the state of things as it affects the
ferry company. Now for the effect on
my constituents.” The Watson’s Bay -
Ferry Company ordinarily plies along



Supply.

the whole of the south shore between
Watson’s Bay and Circular Quay. Mean-
time, by the Sydepsx Ferries being
allowed to intervene and ply to a point
of call which is mid-way between Cir-
cular Quay and the extreme point to
which the Watson’s Bay boats run, the
ordinary steamers which serve that route
are interfered with. I hold no brief for
the Watson’s Bay Company; indeed, on
one occasion I was at loggerheads with
. them, and I have had a very acrimonious
correspondence with them on matters
relating to fares and timetables.

Mr. Stuart-RoBerTSON : On a point of
order, I submit there is nothing in these
estimates relating to the timetables or
general business of the Watson’s Bay
Ferry Company, and the hon. member is
therefore not in order in referring to
such matters,

Tere Temporary CHaRMAN  (Mr.
CorquuouN) : The hon. member is dis-
cussing the general administration of the
Department of ILands. He has been
within his rights up to the last moment
or so, but he is not entitled to go inte
details regarding extraneous matters
which do not concern the administration
of the department.

Colonel ONSLOW: I merely men-
tioned incidentally that I hold ro brief
for the ferry company. Dealing now
with the matter as it affects my consti-
tuents, people living near Shark Beach
and Steel Point are now obliged to travel
hetween their business and their homes
by means of a ferry service which carries
them for a joy-ride round the harbour
occupying forty-five to fifty minutes, in-
stead of being able to use the ordinary
steamer, which.would take from twenty
to thirty-five minutes only. On behalf of
my constituents I submit that this is
unfair and inflicts a considerable hard-
ship upon them. I think I have made the
main features of my complaint clear to
the Minister in charge of the House. I put
it to him that in the first place it is not
fair for the Governmeént to resume pro-
perty without compensating the owner.
Secondly, I think the wrong is aggravated
when the resumed property is handed over
to the trade rivals of the person whose pro-
- perty has been resumed; and, thirdly, I
think that the case becomes far graver
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when a considerdble number of the public
are put to a deal of inconvenience on ace
count of the extraordinary action of the
Lands administration. Although I could
go into further details and castigate the
Government very severely in connection
with this matter, I do not intend to do
so, but would like to hear from the Minis-
ter something to indicate that he realises’
the grave nature of the. grievance, that
he realises the irritation caused, owing
to this state of affairs, to the public
resident in the Vaucluse district, which

represent. The mattrr has been to my

‘knowledge before the Cabinet more than

once, and I ask the Minister if he con-
siders it a fair thing that people should
have their property resumed, that they
should be kept out of it for a number of
years without having any compensation
paid them, that their property should be
used in order to increase the business
of their rivals in trade, and finally, that
the representations they have made
should remain unanswered, thus further
aggravating the injustice. I believe that
agreement after agreement has been ar-
rived at between the Government and the
company, but while the ferry company
has agreed to every stipulation and every
claim which has been made by the Gov-
ernment, the agreements have been dis-~
regarded and broken by the Government.
I wish to express my thanks to the Minis-
ter for Lands, Mr. Ashford, for the cour-
tesy which he has extended in connection
with this matter; I impute no fault to
him personally, but I submit that the
beginning of this wrong was inflicted
by a former Government. I can realise
the difficulty which surrounds the case
because the question is divided up be-
tween the Department of Lands, the
Harbour Trust, and the Nielsen Park
trustees. The three parties concerned,
however, are branches of the Government
of New South Wales, but no matter by
which department a wrong is inflicted,
it is the duty of the Government to see
that it is righted, and that the incon-
venience suffered by the public of Vau-
cluse is remedied with as little delay
as possible. I think that the hon. the
Minister understands my complaint, but
I would like to hear subsequently from
him that some steps have been taken
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to remedy the injustices and grievances
which I have voiced on behalf of my
constituents.

Mr. KEARSLEY (CQessnock) [5.52
pm.]: I notice that the department is
concerning itself with regard to the pro-
viding of homes for permanently in-
capacitated soldiers and for widows of
soldiers. I understand that the intention
of the Lands Department was to build
homes for incapacitated soldiers and the
widows of soldiers, who would live in
them free of rent, but it was apprehended
that the widows of soldiers might not®
want to reside in the locality in which the
house was located, and the department,
fearing that the house when built might
be untenanted, resolved to modify the ar-
rangement and decided to pay their rent
instead of building homes for soldiers’
widows. What I want to draw the Min-
ister’s attention to is this: In some cases
there are soldiers’ widows living in houses
which are partly paid for. Their deceased
husbands saved some money and sought
to purchase a home of their own, but
before the house was paid for they en-
listed and were killed, the consequence
being that the widows were left to bear
the burden of the debt. I made applica-
tion to have the rents of these widows
paid, but I was informed that because
they were paying off the debt on their
homes by instalments the department
could not make them any allowance. On
the other hand, if the widow is occupying
rented premises the department will pay
the rent for her, but if she is paying off
for her own home she gets no assistance.
I think that that is somewhat unjust.
In my opinion it would be an advantage
to the department if it would undertake
to pay the instalments for the widow.
In some cases she might owe £50 or £100
to free her home from debt, and might
be paying 10s. per week for that purpose.
If the department paid the balance of
the principal due the home would become
the property of the widow, who would be
relieved from the obligation of having
to meet interest charges and principal.

Mr. Grauaue: I will refer the matter
to the hon. the Minister for Lands and
have inquiries made so that the question
may be referred to the Cabinet!

Mr. KEARSLEY: In view of the
promise of the Minister that the matter
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will be inquired into thoroughly, I am
sure that justice will be done to the war
widows. .

[The Temporary Chairman left the chair
at 6 pom. The Committee resumed at 7
p.m.]

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON* (Cam-
perdown) [7.2 p.m.]: In view of the ex-
tended sitting which we have had, I do
not propose to detain the Committee at
any length. Recently a charge, virtually
amounting to corruption, was made by .
the Hon. Mr. Trethowan, M.L.C,, against
the Minister for Lands and practically
against this House, and some inquiry
should be made by the Government for
the purpose of setting the public mind at
rest. I do not think it is fair that an
accusation of bribery should be hurled
at hon. members of this House in view
of the circumstances under which they
are required to deal with the resump-
tion of private estates.. Hon. members
have no information regarding these
estates, except that which the Minister
gets from the advisory board and the
officers of his department, and the in-
formation which they may casually
gather from people in the districts in
which these estates are situated. The
advisory board, after inquiry, advises
the Minister as to the actual value of the
land. The Minister gains further infor-
mation from various officers of his de-
partment, and then brings the proposal
before the House, and unless some hon.
member is seized of additional facts to
those already collated, the proposition is
dealt with upon the advice of the
advisory board and of the officers of the
department.

Mr. THOMAS: Estates valued at under
£20,000 do not come before this House!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I un-
derstand Mr. Trethowan’s charge to be a
sweeping one. I have reliable informa-
tion that some of these estates have been
purchased at higher prices than should
have been paid. For example, The Pin-
nacles estate, between Forbes and Gren-
fell, was purchased by the Government
at £6 10s. per acre, while I am informed
that land of the same quality in that
district can be purchased for £5 per -
acre. In the case of another estate, the
Mimosa estate, near Temora, I am in-
formed that owing to the high price paid
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by the settlers, several of them are on
the point of bankruptcy, and are scarcely
able to carry on their holdings. These
circumstances may give colour to the
accusation made by Mr. Trethowan, but
it takes more than one swallow to make
a summer, and it surely cannot be rea-
sonably argued that this House is in
any way responsible for the exceptionally
high prices that have been given in some
cases, and the charge of boodling against
this Chamber, therefore, falls to the
ground. But in order to uphold the
honor and integrity of members of the
Chamber, the Government should hold
an inquiry into the charges that are
made so that we may be cleared from
any suspicion that may exist in the public
mind as to our complicity in the giving
of too high prices for estates.

Ag regards the Western Lands Boazd,
I know practically every inch of the land
with which this board deals. The board
has not ‘succeeded in making those lands
a payable asset to the State. As a matter
of fact, its administration has been such
that that part is a greater desert to-day
than when the commission was appointed.
The land beyond Dubbo is capable of
carrying large flocks, and from it were
raised large quantities of wool and wheat.
Droughts and the rabbits and other pests
have had the effect of putting the land in
a bad state, and the board has not done
anything towards improving the land,
nor has it done anything towards im-
proving the position of the settlers in
that part. The land could be success-
fully worked if each settler had a cer-
tain area of river frontage and a certain
area of volcanic or red-soil country, to-
gether with the black country. Unfor-
tunately the settlers have either entirely
cold black-soil country or entirely vol-
canic-soil country. The volcanic country
is far warmer and much better for sheeps’
feet than the cold black land. The
board has done nothing to settle the
difficulties of the men on the land. It
would be to the advantage of this coun-
try if the board were remodelled, and
people with more modern ideas and a
better knowledge of dealing with land
settlement placed in charge. .

There is one thing T may mention with
regard to the money that is being ex-
pended upon parks. The sum of £1,500
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is on the estimates for Kuring-gai Chase,
That is a very fine place, but as a park
for people living in the metropolitan
area where they can go to enjoy them-

“selves it is too remote from the city. It

is of very little value to the big popula-
tion in the metropolitan area and
suburbs.

Mr. LaTiMER: A great many people go
there!

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: Com-
pared with the number that frequent the
National Park they are very few. The
National Park is the best park for the
people of Sydney, and yet it is left in
an unsatisfactory condition. The sum
of £4,000 is utterly inadequate for the
upkeep of such an important place. I
may be accused of touching upon another
member’s electorate, but it is the people
of my electorate and other electorates
represented by Labour members who
most frequent the National Park, be-
cause it is within easy reach of the city.
It would be fair to give a little more for
the upkeep of this park than has been
given in the past. The paths and the
tracks up the sides of the hills are out
of repair for want of a little money to
put them in a better condition. The
salt water part of the river is gradually
silting up. A sum of money should be
spent on it almost immediately if the
river is to remain a navigable stream.

We are allowing the estimates to go
through without dividing the Committee,
or voting against any of the items, be-
cause from a general standpoint we con-

. cede that the Tiands Department is fairly

well administered. But in allowing the
estimates to go through it must not be
thought that we approve of the land
policy of the Government. Our ideas on
land policy are entirely different from
those of hon. members opposite. We do
not believe in the present system of
resuming estates at very high prices and
borrowing money to pay for them. We
believe that the money should be kept
in the country. The land is the
property of the people, and it should
be resumed on Treasury debentures,
and only the interest upon the value of
the land given to the people who
refused to make a proper use of the
land before it was resumed. We believe
that a better system of land settlement
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could be introduced. -Instead of looking
for men with money, it would be more
advisable to look for men with general
experience, settle them on the land,
and pay through them for the cost of
having their land cleared, their houses
built, and the water necessary to carry
on their occupation conserved. We
would thereby - ensure the work being
done at the lowest possible cost, because
the men would be working their own
land. We believe that policy is infinitely
better than the policy which has been
pursued by the Government in the past,
glnd has inflated the prices of land beyond
1ts actual value. That has been the
case in such places as The Pinnacles and
other estates which have been purchased
by the Government for closer settlement.
The high prices that these lands have
brought have been the result of the
Government borrowing money, and with
that borrowed money entering as com-
petitors in the purchase of estates. By
their competition they have inflated
prices to such an extent that when the
present conditions, which are lafgely
artificial, cease to exist and things reach
a normal state, it will be found that
numbers of ‘these unfortunate people
who have been induced to settle on the
land as the result of the policy of the
National Government and its predeces-
sors will be almost in a condition of
bankruptey. Before the Government
pursues a policy of destruction to this
State it should have further inquiry
made, and try to discover some better
means of dealing with land settlement.
I am not asking the Government to do
as it did in connection with the North
Shore ferry and the Public Service
Board, that is, appoint a barrister who
knows nothing about business or land
settlement to inquire into the matter.
You could take men from both sides
of the House and put them on a com-
mittee with the powers of a royal com-
mission. There are men in the House
who have an infinitely better knowledge
of land values than men on the advisory
boards. Such a committee could inquire
into the allegations made by Mr. Tre-
thowan, and also into the condition of
a number of settlers who are erying for
assistance from the Government, as the
Minister for Agriculture knows. Land
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settlement has grown to be a great prob-
lem. Men like the hon. member for
Raleigh, the hon. member for Yass, and
other hon. members who have a thorough
knowledge of land settlement would
make infinitely better commissioners
than a barrister or someone else who had
no knowledge of business or land settle-
ment, and who would merely bring in a
report upon the evidence placed before
him. 1 believe that we could get really
practical men from amongst hon. mem-
bers of this House—men of integrity and
honor—whom we could entrust with such
a proposition. Finally I desife to say
that in passing this estimate without re-
vision we do so merely because we be-
lieve that in spite of what Mr. Trethowan
has said, the administration of the de-
partment has been honest, and that
generally speaking the officers of the de-
partment do their work well as far as
they are capable of doing it. But I
want to emphatically say that we in no
way endorse either the land policy or the
land purchase schemes of the present
Government or of previous Governments.

Mr. BRINER (Raleigh) [7.22 pm.]: I
do not want to delay the Committee, but
feel bound to occupy a few minutes in
stating very briefly my - reasons for
speaking at all. Ministers will admit
that hon. members on this side of the
House supporting the Government have
exercised very great restraint all
through the debate on the estimates.
Considering the difficult task which the
Government has in connection with the
present industrial troubles, we as sup-
porters of the Government do not want
to embarrass them, nor do we desire to
waste time. Furthermore, the Minister
for Lands is away, and I would not like

to take advantage of his absence to say

things which I wculd prefer to say when
ke is listening to me. But T want to
say, by way of warning, so that I shall
not take the Minister unawares, that
on the first opportunity I have in this
House, on a motion for adjournment,
I intend to bring before the Minister
and his colleagues some very grievous
complaints—grievous at any rate in my
opinion—in regard to the setting apart
of land for returned soldiers, and ordi-
nary settlement too. Recent Gazelte
notices dealing with holdings set apart
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for returned soldiers have on the face of
them not comic opera, but ‘tragedy for
the men who will settle on these lands.
How any man of average intelligence
as an officer of the Lands Department
could recommend lands for settlement
on ‘the conditions set out in these
Gazette mnotices passes my understand-
ing. The same applies to ordinary
Crown land settlement. The first oppor-
tunity I have I am going to show the
(Gazette notices and draw the Minister’s
attention to the matter, because I am
one of those who like to be reasonable
with the Minister, who has his hands
full. T realise that he cannot supervise
everything in his department. As re-
gards the officers of the Lands Depart-
ment, I do not think that any hon. mem-
ber—even the hon. member for Glou-
cester who has ‘talked so much in the
House about bribery and corruption on
the part of the Government, and in-
ferentially on the part of the depart-
mental officers—can complain of want
of courtesy on the part of any officer
‘0f the Lands Department, or want of
promptness either. The system under
which the department is worked in-
volves many delays, some warranted, and
gome in my opinion unwarranted; but
I do not think that any hon. member has
legitimate grounds of complaint against
‘the officers. I believe that the hon. mem-
ber for Camperdown, in referring to the
question of land settlement. meant to
confine his criticism to what iz called
closer settlement by resumption. I am
inclined to agree with the hon. member
that to resume lands at high prices and
overload them, and then to put men on
them to work out their own redemption
by purchase is to ask them to do what
sometimes is impossible. But the poliey
of the present Government up to date
with regard to Crown lands is exactly
the policy which the Labour party fol-
lowed during the whole of its period of
office. I have grounds of complaint in
regard to that, and I want, in as friendly
a2 way as possible, to ask the Minister
now in charge of the House to bring
the matter before his colleagues. T have
done this by letter, and in other ways.
I think I am expressing the views of
every member of our party who spoke
on this question at the last general elec-
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tion, when I say that one of the most
important and vital principles we then
put before the people was that there
should be an optional tenure—that every
man who desires to select Crown: land
shall have the right to take it either as
leasehold or freehold—because we wished
to give the poor man, who could not
take up land under a freehold tenure,
the right to take it up under a cheaper
system of leasehold with the right of
conversion to freehold. We on this side
—Ministers and every man in the rank
and file—pledged ourselves to that
policy. There are two kinds of policy
in all departments, particularly in the
Lands Department. There is policy of
legislation which defines the tenures
under which land may be taken up, and
there is policy of administration which
sometimes overrides the policy of legisla-
tion. That is what is going on to-day.
The Labour party of 1910, when it came
into office came in pledged to land
nationalisation and perpetual leasehold;
but it did not interfere with the Con-
version Act, which gave the right to con-
vert into freehold in certain cases. That
right is still retained on the statute-
book.

Mr. Price: To what Act does the hon.
member refer?

My. BRINER: Every hon. member
must know the Act to which I refer. I
appreciate the remarks made by the
leader of the Opposition to-night. I say
that a man who comes into this House
and makes wild statements must be suf-
fering from political “D Ts.” 1 con-
fess that under the system of conver-
sion of leaseholds a great deal of jus-
tice has been done to men with lease-
holds. But the Labour party newer in-
Even suppos-
ing that the National party does not put
any Act on the statute-book giving the
optional right of leasehold or freehold
tenure, I desire to say that under the
existing law the policy of admiinistra-
tion of the Lands Department enables
the Minister by a stroke of the pen to
make land available under any tenure
named in the Crown Lands Act. As I
stand pledged to the alternative policy
of leasehold or freechold in land settle-
ment, and as every hon. member of the
party to which I belong also stands
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pledged to it, particularly country mem-
bers, I say that that policy should have
been initiated by slministration imme-
diately after the last general election.

Mr. OsBoRNE: Do you expect this Gov-
ernment to honor all 1ts election pledges?

Mr. BRINER: T am one of those who
do expect that, and I will demand it too
when the Government has had a reason-
able chance to get going. I believe that
this Government will endeavour to give
effect to its policy when it gets a chance.
If it does not, I am not the only mem-
ber on this side who will want to know
the reason why, and if nccessary change
our course of conduct.

Mr. Grapame: I may say that the bill
is already drafted, and will be pro-
ceeded with as soon as we get the esti-
mates out of the way!

Mr. BRINER: The bill that is al-
ready drafted may provide for optional
tenure of leasehold or freehold at the
inception of settlement—that is, when
the applicant goes to the Crown lands
agent—but the Minister has the right
now to make an additional area avail-
able under the same form of tenure as
that held by the man who applies for an
additional area—that is to say, an old
conditional purchase holder who has
brought up a family on a small area,
and having a prior claim for an addi-
tional area, can now obtain only a Crown
lease or a homestead farm. One has a
tenure of forty-five years, with a condition
of forty-five years’ residence, and the
other is a perpetual lease with perpetual
residence conditions attached to-it. I
want to have initiated by administration a
system by which a man who wants land
made available for an additional holding
shall be able to obtain it under exactly
the same tenure as the original area, so
that we may not have a number of pie-
bald holdings. Then we should not have
cases in which a man who, after having
fulfilled all the conditions of his condi-
tional purchase, is not able to get any-
thing in the way of an additional area,
except in the form of a Crown lease, with
a condition of forty-five years’ residence
or a homestead farm with perpetual resi-
dence conditions. This is a grievance
which every country member has, and
which every city and suburban member
ought to have, because it is not necessary

{Mr. Briner.
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to wait for an Act of Parliament to put
the principle into operation. I put for-
ward this suggestion in the most friendly
way. 1 understand that a bill is being
drafted to give some optional right of
tenure, but in the meantime the policy
I have indicated should be adopted.

The hon. member for Camperdown
complained that only £4,000 had been
provided on the estimates for National
Park, and that this amount was small
relatively to that provided for the
Kuring-gai Chase. Every country mem-
ber has a .grievance in this respect be-
cause not one penny is provided on the
estimates for country parks and reserves
which are just as essential as are the
national parks near Sydney. At various
places along the North Coast we have
people who come from the hinterland, and
who camp upon public reserves near the
beaches for four and five morths in the
year, and these reserves are just as
vitally important to the people there as
are the parks around about Sydney to
the people of the metropolis. So far
as Kuring-gai Chase is concerned, it
would appear to be a close preserve for
the trustees and a few of their friends.
Very few people go there, but no doubt
a good many resort to National Park, and
I admit that £4,000 is not cnough to
place on the estimates for expenditure on
National Park. At the same time all
through the estimates in every depart-
ment retrenchment has been effected in
votes relating to the country districts,
and not one penny has been left where
it could possibly be lopped off. If there
i3 any place in which the people could
be reasonably taxed to pay for the upkeep
of their own parks it is the metropolitan
area.

‘Mr. Grauaume: All the parks except
national parks are cut out!

Mr. BRINER: Who has the right to
call these public reserves national parks?
There are many parks and reserves
along the North Coast which are just
as much entitled as the Xuring-gai
Chase or the National Park to be called
national parks. Why should not these
be called national parks and treated
accordingly? To these reserves along the
coast people come from hundreds of
miles inland when the weather is hot and
spend many months camped alongside the
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sea enjoying the cooler atmosphere there.
These people put their hands in their
pockets and provide for as much as 60
and even 75 per cent. of the cost of the
upkeep of these reserves and parks. I am
not growling about the lack of provision
for the parks at this time of economic
stress, but when the hon. member for
Camperdown.complains about the small-
ness of the vote for the parks around
about Sydney, I cannot help saying that
it would mnot hurt the people who enjoy
these parks to put their hands in their
pockets as the country people have to do.

Mr. J. Storey: These parks are visited
by more country people than city people!

Mr. BRINER: No doubt National
Park is visited by o large number of
country people, but I doubt very much
whether many people from the country
know even of the existence of Kuring-
gai Chase.

I wish to direct attention to a griev-
ance which I am sure I share with most
country members, and in'regard to whieh
it is very hard to allocate the blame. I
could cite many instances to illustrats
what I mean. I would first mention a
case which occurred in ‘1907 or 1908.
Then two brothers named Pearson, who
were carpenters and builders, went to
Orara, on the other side of Coff’s Har-
bour, and were allotted by the district
surveyor two areas of 69 acres each.
These were supposed to be living areas,
and they were situated well out from
Cof’s Harbour under the shadow of the
Dorrigo mountains. Some little time
afterwards the Pearsons applied for addi-
tional areas, and for some years the
Lands Department said all the surround-
ing lands were in the forest reserves.
The Forestry Department agreed some
years ago to allow 400 acres of the forest
reserve to be made available to satisfy
the claims of the Pearsons and others,
but nothing has been done so far as the
Lands Department is concerned. In
1910 I put questions on the business-
paper relating to these 69-acre blocks,
and I was informed that they comprised
rich alluvial flat country on the banks of
a permanently-watered creek. Knowing
the country, I did not say anything more
about it for ten months. Then I asked
a further question, and I-received an
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answer to the effect that the 69-acre
blocks comprised rough, hilly, broken
country ending in a bluff on the Wayper
Creek. I have been travelling to and
from the Lands Department and writing
letters in this and other cases for seven
or eight years, and every year I have
made further attempts to obtain addi-
tional areas for the Pearsons, who are
still waiting. For nine or ten years I
have been attempting to get a reserve
opened for settlement at Tyringham,
near Guy Fawkes. The old settlers
are clearing out, and those who remain
cannot obtain school zccommodation for
their children. There is wonderfully
rich land available for selection at
Cloud’s Creek, but because of the ab-
sence of school accommodation and roads
no one will go there. The Forestry De-
partment five or six years ago aban-
doned its claim to the Tyringham re-
serve, which has been designed for settle-
ment into twenty-three holdings. If these
holdings were made available they would
be immediately taken up and a prosper-
ous settlement would be established. I
am stili agitating with a view to having
this land thrown open, and no doubt if
I persevere for another sixteen years I
shall be successful. In the case of the
Pearsons I may possibly succeed in ob-
taining for them additional areas within
the next twenty years. I could quote
gcores of cases of this kind, and every
country member meets with the same
disheartening experience, in spite of all
the talk we hear about settling people
on the land. We have heard a great
deal about the settlement of returned
soldiers, and not long ago I had my leg
nicely pulled in my electorate. A man,
whom I know well, came to me and said,
“They are doing fine things for the re-
turned soldiers; they have made some
splendid land available.” I told him I
was glad to hear it, because it was the
first information that had come to me of
good land being made available. When
I inquired where the land was, he indi-
cated its locality and said that it would
be eminently suitable for one-legged
soldiers, because with their good leg they
could stand on one side of the property
and they could rest the stump of the
other leg on. the other side. When we

hear of some of the places that have been
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made available for settlement by re-
turned soldiers we cannot altogether
refrain from questioning the bona-fides
of the Lands Department in regard to
this class of settler. You cannot blame
the Minister, nor can you blame the
officers, because they are not the inspect-
ing officers. But the inspecting officer
who puts the-department to the ever-
recurring expense of re-inquiry or the
remedying of mistakes ought not to be
in the public service. And we have
them in the public service.

Mr. G. R. W. McDowatp: Is the hon.
member sure that these country officers
are not coerced from somewhere else?

Mr. BRINER: They may be in some
districts, but the officers in my district
are certainly not coerced. Mine is natur-
ally a closer settlement district, and the
subdivision areas could mnot pcssibly be
any smaller than they are. I know that
mistakes like these creep in. T am mnot
unreasonable. I know that the Minister
looks to the district surveyor, and the dis-
trict surveyor sends to the staff surveyor.
I do not expect the staff surveyor to go
30 or 40 miles to report at once upon
a particular application; it would cost
the country too much. He waits until
he receives several instructions. But
when the reports come in, and I find
that they are ignored by the district
surveyor, who knows nothing about the
matter, and who writes 2 report to the
Minister which misleads him, then I have
a- right to complain. I would bring
under the notice of the Minister the
- absolute necessity that exists for making
available additional areas, and for re-
medying abuses which have resulted from
making land available for returned sol-
diers or for ordinary settlers which is of
no use to anyone. This only constitutes
a cost and a handicap to the department
for all time.

Mr. DOOLEY (Hartley) [7.42 p.m.]:
T wish to refer briefly to the amount pro-
vided in the estimates for the Blue
Mountain reserves. The sum of £1,000
is not sufficient for the purpose. When
you cousider that the extent of country
concerned runs from Lithgow to Penrith
and is included in two electorates, hon.
members will readily recognise that a
sum of £1,000 for the 1mprovement and
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maintenance of those reserves is alto-
gether too little. Tt would be a wiser
policy to provide for those reserves on
the basis of their popularity or the num-
ber of people who utilise them. - I agree
with hon. members who say that the ex-
penditure of £1,500 upon Kuring-gai
Chase requires some explanation. Very
few hon. members have been to the Chase,
and the public generally rarely go there.
I have been there two or three times,
and I admit that it is a beautiful place,
and a place which should be more popu-
lar, but the trouble is that it is less
accessible than other places. To say that
£1,500 is required for a reserve like that,
and that £1,000 is sufficient, for the whole
of the reserves on the Blue Mountains
demands some explanation.

Mr. LatiMer: Kuring-gai Chase is
largely used by the people on the north
side!

My, DOOLEY: I know that it is
largely used by Mr. Hollis and his co-
trustees. As regards the National Park,
the difference between it and Kuring-gai
Chase is that it is available to the general
public, whereds the other reserve is not.
The Committee must recognise that the
Mountain reserves deserve more consid-
eration at the hands of the Minister, be-
cause they have more to recommend them
than other places. For example, the Rail-
way Department receives a very consid-
erable revenue from the traffic to the Blue
Mountains. I should say that for every
£ expended in making the reserves
attractive £100 is reaped by the Railway
Department from tourists and travellers.
The mountain reserves have become an
absolute necessity to the public. They
are not merely beautiful spots, but they
are important health resorts, and I hope
the Minister will see his way to mete out
more generous treatment.

Mr. PERRY (Byron) [7.47 pm.]: The
hon. member for Hartley complains of the
meagreness of the sum allotted for the
Blue Mountain reserves. If the hon. mem-
ber looks down the items he will find
that there is no provision at all for any
parks north of Newcastle, and, as hon.
members are aware, the country to the
north,” embracing as it does the best
part of Australia, is closely settled and
contains large areas of park lands. When
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I find no provision on the estimates for
those park lands I have a right to com-
plain. Another misapprehension under
which the hon. member labours is that
Kuring-gai Chase is ‘maintained for the
convenience of Mr. Hollis and a few
trustees. It may be as the hon. member
says, that Kuring-gai Chase is somewhat
inaccessible. All the same it is very
well patronised, and the trustees carry
out their work in the best interests of
the public; and if the facts were avail-
able T dare say it would be found that

the Chase is used to a greater extent

by the general public than the Blue
Mountain reserves. 1 happen to be one
of the trustees, and T can tell the Com-
mittee that we go down twice a year at
our own expense on a visit of inspection.
‘We lay out the work and stay a night
80 as to be there for two days. We give
our time, whatever ability we possess,
and use the little money at our disposal
to make the park comfortable for the
visitors, who number thousands. In the
season large numbers of people go and
camp there, and the trustees have con-
served water and provided other con-
veniences for them. There is no extra-
vagance in that. I have nothing to say
in regard to the vote for the reserves in
the hon. member’s electorate or the vote
for the National Park. In both instances
the money is well spent, but I do com-
plain that money has mnot been found
for country parks, where it is needed and
where there is no chance for extrava-
gance. There are fifteen parks in my
electorate, and last year I was asked to
divide the munificent sum of £75
amongst them.

Mr. GRAHAME (Wickham), Minister
for Agriculture [7.50 p.n.]: I am very
pleased at the criticism offered by the ma-
jority of members on the estimates for the
Lands Department, and I know that if
the IMinister had been here he would
have been one of the happiest of men
* upon hearing the criticism from the
Opposition side. I rise to make a
short reply to the observations of the
hon. member for Gloucester. I believe
that there has for some time been a
personal feeling between him and the
Minister for Lands, and he has never
missed an opportunity of trying to place
the Minister in a false light before the

2T .
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public. He has said that the Minister
was guilty of entering into certain con-
tracts and of buying certain properties, -
and had smothered up the amounts spent
on those purchases, and that the amounts
did not appear on the estimates. I drew
his . attention to the fact that on last
year’s loan estimates those items ayp-
peared under “Public Works Fund,” and
were passed by the House. If the hon.
member was not in his place at the time
to look after the interests of his consti-
tuents and of the people generally he
has no right now to come here and in
the absence of the Minister for Lands:
make a charge against him. The amounts.
to which he refers were passed when he-
was absent, as he usually is when the
interests of his constituents require his.
attendance here. On the estimates sub-
mitted for the year 1916-17 there ap--
peared provision for timber land at-
Craven; £1,400 purchase of sawmill plant, .
£8,302, and purchase of sawmill plant, .-
Gloucester, £2,735. He has come here
to-night and, sheltered by the privileges .
of Parliament, has prostituted his posi-
tion as a representative of the people by

. implying that a Minister of the Crown

had smothered up the expenditure of

thousands of pounds from the view of

Parliament, although, as a matter of
fact, Parliament has already dealt with
the amount. I do not want to become--
heated over the matter, but when an hon.

member uses his position in the Parlia-

ment of the country fo make such
charges against a man whose boots he-
is not worthy to blacken it is incumbent.
on me to say that the hon. member is:
trying to mislead the House and the
country-—that he is wilfully trying to do

so, because I have drawn his attention

to the facts.

Mr. Price:

Mr. GRAHAME : Anything I have done
during my lifetime is open to inquiry,
and I do not want the hon. member to
read me a lecture upon what is right and
what is wrong. I am here to-night on
behalf of the Government to challenge
him to make a definite statement on the
question of the sawmills or the resump-
tion of land. If he will do so the Gov-
ernment will appoint a commisgion to
inquire into the matter immediately, but
we have the right to ask this: that if he
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fails to substantiaté the charges he has
made against the Minister for Lands to-
night he will go out of the House and
out of the public life of the country. I
say the Government will appoint a com-
mission if the hon. member will under-
take to go out of public life if it is

_ proved that he is trying to slander 2 man.
We are prepared to appoint a commis-
sion to inquire into anything that the
Minister for Lands has done in connec-
tion with the sawmills if the hon. member
for Gloucester will give that undertaking.
This Government will go down if he can
prove one charge he has made to-night.
The whole of the insinuations he has
made to-night are based on the false
ground that the Minister for Lands was
trying to smother up an expenditure that
the House has already agreed to.

Mr. PRICE (Gloucester) [7.56 p.m.]:
“The hon. member has torn an angry
passion to tatters. The statement I made
~was that the transaction in regard to the
. purchase of certain mills do not appear
in the papers. There was the Smith
‘mill at Gloucester, and the Comboyne
“mill from Mr. Shedden. The records of
the House show that on 14th August,
1917, 1 asked the following questions:—

. {1) Has he yet arrived at a decision as
“to replying to the questions asked by the
hon. member for Darlinghurst, Mr. D.
Levy, M.L.A., before the conclusion of
the last session of last Parliament on
“the subject of the purchase of sawmills
at Craven and Gloucester? (2) Will he
be good enough to furnish the House
with the desired information as early as
possible; if not, why not? (3) Has Mr.
Shedden been appointed to any position
under Government; if so, on what date,
and what salary, expenses, and allow-
ances have been granted to him and his
staff? (4) Have any other members of
"Mr. Shedden’s family been appointed to
positions; if so, in what capacity, and
what allowances will be paid to them?
~«5) The like information with regard to
;any other employees or members of his
~staff? (6) Has an azcount been opened
‘by the Government at any Gloucester
bank; if so, is Mr. Shedden or any of his
family or employees allowed to operate
on such account on behalf of the Govern-
ment? (7) What is the extent of the
account, and what moneys have been
involved? (8) Has he any objection to
lay tho whole of the pape-s relating to
the purchase of the State sawmills upon
the table of this House? (9) Will he
grant a royal commission to inquire into
the transaction, or consent to the ap-
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pointment of a select committee of Par-
liament to investigate the purchasing of
sawmills and resumption of lands by the
State? .
The answer given me is entirely different
from the statement of the hon. member
to-night. He says now that the money
was provided during last session of Par-
liament. The answer then given is as
follows :—

Answer,—I am advised by my colleague,
the Minister for Forests, that the trans-

_actions in these matters are not yet com-

pleted, and it is therefore not possible
to reply fully to the above questions.

I have made no charges with regard to
the Minister that I cannot substantiate.
The charges made by me are deliberately
made. I asked the Minister to have an
inquiry with regard to the transaction
with Mr. Philip Langworthy and Sir
Allen Taylor, and also with regard to
Smith’s sawmill at the Comboyne. On
the 14th August I was told that the
{ransaction was not yet completed. To-
night I am told that the money was pro-
vided in last year’s estimates. Which
statement am I to believe? Does the
Minister know that a notice of motion
was tabled in the House urging an in-
quiry and that I sent on a statement by
Mr. P. Langworthy that when the place
was purchased the timber was cut out;
that Sir Allen Taylor refused to deal
with the contract and that the Govern-
ment resumed under the Public Works
Act? Either Sir Allen Taylor, who sold
to Shedden, or the Minister, after he
and his friend left Mr. Shedden’s
house——

Mr. Grawame: I was never in Mr.
Shedden’s house in my life, except in
your company !

Mr. PRICE: The position is simply
this: If you want to buy sawmills, buy
them, but put them where there is tim-
ber. In this case a site was purchased
where the timber was cut out. A saw-
mill was purchased of which the original
machinery came from Ballarat

Mr. GrauaME: On a point of order,
there is no item on the estimates with
regard to sawmills at Craven or else-
where. DBefore the adjournment, Mr.
Colquhoun, you ruled that the hon. mem-
ber had no right to discuss anything
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relating to the purchase of sawmills
when there was no such item on the
. estimates.

The TeMrorary CralrMaN  (Mr.
CorquaoUN) : The hon. member is travers-
ing the ruling which I gave before the tea
adjournment. I will ask him to confine
himself entirely to the question before
the Committee.

‘Motion (by Mr. James) agreed to:
- That the hon. member for Gloucester
be not further heard.

Vote agreed to.

Proposed votes—Western Land Board,
£7,294; Forestry, £50,785; Miscellaneous
Services  (Department. of Lands),
£43,014; Miscellaneous Services (Fores-
try Commission), £925; Special Services,
£6,000—agreed to.

Progress reported.

Mr. Speaxer: I understand it is the
wish of the Acting Premier and of the
leader of the Opposition that I now
leave the chair until half-past 4 on Tues-
day next. Under those cireumstances I
will leave the chair accordingly.

[Ar. Speaker left the chuir at 8.6 p.m.
(Th'ursday) g

Legislative FAssembly,

Tuesday, 11 September, 1917.

[House resumed at 4.30 p.m. Continua-
tion of proceedings from Thursday, 6th
September.]

Personal Explanation—Navigationv (Amendment) Bill--
Supply.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Mr. COCHRAN: As a matter of per-
sonal explanation, I desire to make the
- amende honorable for having stated in
this House some days ago that certain
remarks made by me did not appear in
Hansard, It was subsequently dis-
covered that they did appear, and I now
rise to express my regret, accompanied
by an apology, for having unwittingly
stated that which was incorrect.
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NAVIGATION (AMENDMENT) BILL.

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: With
concurrence, I desire to give notice of

“the following motion:

That this House will, on its next sm:mg
day, resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whole

Mr. Eppex: I rise to order. I under-
stood that this House simply adjourned
last Thursday night, and that to-day
Government business—that is, the de-
bating of the estimates—was to take pre-
cedence. I desire to ask you, sir, if the
hon. gentleman is to be allowed to intro-
duce this business. If he is, are not
hon. members entitled to ask questions
and give notice of motions?

Mr. Speaxer: The hon. member is
wrong in stating that the House ad-
journed last Thursday. The House did
not adjourn. At the wish of the Acting
Premier and the leader of the Opposition
I left the chair last Thursday until to-
day. This is really Thursday’s sitting.
The Minister is perfectly in order, and
10 hon. member can ask questions to-day..

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: The

notice of motion is:

That this House will, on its next sitting

‘day, resolve itself into a Committee of the

Whole to consider the expediency of bring-
ing in a bill to alter certain rates in con-
nection with mnavigation; to amend the
Navigation Act, 1901, and the Sydney
Harbour Trust and Navigation Amend-
ment Act, 1908; and for purposes conse-
quent thereon and incidental thereto.

SUPPLY.

In Committee (consideration resumed
from 6th September) :

Estimates—Minister for Public Works,
Public Instruction, Labour and Industry,
and Secretary for Mines—postponed.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,

Pastures Protection Boards—State Wheat Operations—
Rabbit Inspection—Wheat Certificates—Stud Farms—
Administration of Tick Act—Cattle Dips—Water Con--
servation and Irrigation Commission-—Compensation
to Settlers on Irrigation Arca—Commercial Com-
missioner in the East—Centennial Park—Dairy Branch
—8o0il Surveyor— Herdmaster — Bangaroo Horse-
breeding Farm —Stock Brands—Subsidies to Agri-
cultural Societies—Advances on Hay-stacks—Hawkes-
bury Agricultural College—-Experimental Farms—
Land for Returned Soldiers—Custodian of Mossss—
Travelling Stock Routes,





