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·SuPPLY AND WAYS AXD 1\IEANS. 
Resolved (on motion by :Mr. J. STOREY): 
That this House will, on its next sit­

tin" day, resolve itself into the Commit­
tee"' of Supply, and the Committee 'of 
\\' ays and .!\'leans. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
1\fotion (by Mr. J. STOREY) agreed to: 
That this House do now adjourn until 

'Tuesday next at n quarter to 4 o'clock. 

House adjourned at 11.10 p.m. 

Tuesday, 7 September, 1920. 

Answer to Address in Reply- Printed Questions an<l 
Answers-Questions without Notice-Personal Ex­
planation-Sessional Order&-Sessional Committees­
Ch::tirm:m of qommittees. 

l'lfr. SPEAKER took the chair. 

ANSWER TO ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

The House procee.led to Government 
House, there to present to the Governor 
their addt·ess in reply to the speech his 
Excell~ncy had bef.}n pleased to make to 
both Houses of Parliament on opening the 
session. 

1'he Ilo1tse being re~rned, 
l\'Ir. SPEAI{Im reported that the address 

in reply to the Governor's opening speech 
had been presented, and that his Excel­
lency had been pleased to give t.hereto t.he 
following answet· :~ 
To the Honorable the Speaker and the 

Members of the Legislative Assembly 
of New South Wales,-

! thank you for vour address expressing 
your loyalty and unfeigned attachment to 
his most gracious Maj.esty's throne and 
person. 

I am glad to receive your assurance th2.t 
the measures to be submitted to you will. 
receive your earnest consideration, and 
that th.e necessary provision for the public 
;;ervice will be made in due course. 

I join with you in the hope that,_ under 
Dil'ine Providence, your labours will con­
duce to the general welfare and happiness 
ot all classes of the community. 

,V, E. DAVIDSON, . 
.Governor. 

7th September, 1920. 

PRINTED QUESTIONS AND 

• ANSWERS . 

PuRCHASE OF CORNSACKS. 
l\lr. ASHFORD asked the Jl.fmiSl'ER FOR 

AomcULTUHE,-(1) How many bales of 
cornsacks were purchased by his depart­
ment ·or the Government? (2) What 
firm or firms were the cornsacks pur­
chased from? (3) On what dates and at 
what prices were the purchases made?. 
( 4) Has any offer been made to his de­
partment or to the Rural Industries 
Board at a lower price? 

A.nswcr,-Presumably these questions 
refer to purchases recently m&de by the 
Rural Industries Board, the replies 
being: (1) 10,000 bales. (2) Crespin 
& Sons, 6,000 bales; l\fatsui Bussan 
Kaisha, 4,000 bales. (3) 15th ,June aJ;td 
5th July, 1920, at 13s. ad: and 12s. 6d. 
per dozen respectively, f.o.r. Sydney. 
(4) No. · 

BOTANICAL GARDEN E)1PLOYEES. 
Mr. ASHFORD asked the 11fiXISTER FOR 

AGRICULTURE,-(1) How many additional 
hands have been employed in the Botani: 
cal Gardens from the 15th April, 1920 ~ 
(2) How many at Centennial Park? (3) 
Ilow many were returned soldiers? 

Answer,-(1) Nil. (2) Four. (3) Two. 

STATE LOAN ADVERTISEMENTS. 
J.fr. ASHFORD asked the PRE::.IIER,-

(1) In what papers were advertisements 
inserted in regard to the recent State 
loan? (2) What were the amounts paid 
to each? 

A n.swer,-This information will be laid 
UiJ.:>n the table if moved for in the usual 
way, in the form of a return. 

.BORING PLANT, l\1ACQUARIE 
RIVER. 

Mr. ASHFORD asked the MINISTER FOR. 
AGRICULTURE,-In view of the delay in 
forwarding a boring plant to the Burran­
dong site on the J.facquarie River, will· 
steps be taken at once to secure another 
boring plant for this important work? 

Answer,-Every effort has been made 
to obtain the use of a boring plant 
from the Department of Mines, and 
my colleague, the Minister for ll[i?-es, is 
taking all steps necessary to exped1te the 
matter 

/ 



Questions and A.nswe1·s. (7 SEPT., 1920.) Questions and Answers. 65~ 

""EXTWOR 'f H FALLS-V ALI~EY 
HB!GHTS SCHEME. 

:Mr. J. C. L FITZPATRICK asked 
the SECHET.ARY FOR PunLIC WoRKs,-Is it 
his intention to refer to the Parliament­
ary Standing Committee op. Public 
'\',T orks, at its appointment in the near 
future, the question of inquiry and re­
port upon the Wentworth Falls-Valley 
Heights scheme? 

Answer,-The question referring the 
Wentworth Falls-Valley Heights water 
supply scheme to the Public Works 
Committee will be considered when the 
general public works policy is being de-
termined. · 

MATERNITY WARDS IN HOSPITALS. 
J.Ir. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 

the iiiiXIS'fER FOR PuBLIC HEALTR AND 
lllo'fHERIIOOD,-(1) Is it proposed to pro­
Yide maternity wards in connection with 
all the State hospitals, the cost of same 
to be borne by the State? (2) When will 
this project be put into operation? (3) 
When will tenders be called for the con­
struction of the maternity ward at 
Molong. Hospital, promised on 7th Au­
gust by the Chief Secretary Mr. Dooley'? 

Answe1·,-(1 and 2) It is the inten­
tion of the Government to improve and 
extend the accommodation available for 
maternity cases throughout the State­
particularly in the country. districts. -(3) 
I am assured by the Chief Secretary 
that no promise wuR made by him. Mr. 
Dooley discussed the question with the 
hospital committee. 

PUBL(c SERVICE SUPER­
ANNUATION. 

ll!r. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 
the ATTORXEY-GENERAL AND MINISTER 01<' 

.TusTICE,-(1) At what date drd the Pub­
lic Service Superannuation Act come 
into force; and between that date and 
30th June, 1920, what were the respective 
contributions by the members of the ser­
vice and the Treasury? (2) What pay­
ments have been made to beneficiaries; 
what has been the cost of administration; 
and what on the date specified was the 
position of the fund? (3) What is the 
total number of officers and other em­
ployees in the service of the State; and 
of this total what number have been 
brought under the operation of the Act? 

( 4) Has any objection been raised ·by 
any section of the service or of any 
Govl?rnmental emploJees in whose inter~ 
est the Act was 1.1assed to register, and 
to what extent were they permitted to 
do so? 

Answer,-(1) The' Act came into 
operation on 1st July, 1919, and the con~ 
tributions to 30th June, 1920, were 
employees, £163,383 1:3s. lld.; employers, 
£237,841 3s. 8d. (2) During the year 
ended 30th June, 1920, payments to 
beneficiaries amounted to £6,016 17s. 3d.·; 
and the cost of administration for the 
EUill(J period was £7,624. The Act re·­
quires a quinquennial investigation, and 
110 sttttement can be made us to the posi­
tion of the fund at present. (3) On· 
30th June, llllD; the latest date for which 
figures are available, the· number of per­
sons employed by the Government was 
81,413. This number includes 44,953 
permanent and temporary railway and 
tramway employees; 2,60'0 perm·anent 
and temporary police officers; 10,868 em­
ployees, permanent and temporary, on 
the wages staff; and 4,198 unclassified 
temporary employees. Contributions to 
the fund managed by the State Superair­
nuation Board were received from ap·­
proximately 17,885 employees during the 
year ended 30th June, 1920. (4) Repre­
sentations urging exemptions from the 
provisions of the Act were made b\" 
several bodies, and consequent thereo;J, 
the late Government decided that the 
Act should not apply to persons paid a+. 
hourly, weekly, or fortnightly rates. This 
decision was subsequently confirmed by 
legislation passed in last Parliament. 

BROKEN HILL HOSPITAL. 
:Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 

the Jlfn<rSTER FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AXD 
llloTIIERHOOD,-(1) Is the Government 
paying the monthly accounts and other­
wise financing Broken Hill General Hos­
pital; if so, what is the cost per month 
to the general body of taxpayers? (2) 
Why is the Broken Hill Hospital singled 
out for this special treatment? (3) Is 

_the Government meeting the cost of 
maintenance in connection with oth~r 
country hospital or hospitals; if it is, 
will he be good enough to name same, 
and give particulars of the expenditure 
involved? 
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Answer,-(1 and 2) The Government 
:s not paying the monthly accounts 
wholly. It is, however, providing a 
greater portion of the funds than is 
normally the case, owing to the direct 
effect upon the revenue of the hospital 
occasioned by the prolonged stoppage of 
work at the mines. The special assist­
ance in this respect rendered during the 
last thirteen months is £8,270. (3) The 
Cobar Hospital, for a similar reason 
to Broken Hill, is receiving a larger 
measure of aid from the departmental 
votes. Tho special assistance granted 
this institution in the past twelve mo11ths 
amounted to £1,279. :Many other country 
hospitals, owing principally to drought 
<>ffects, are receiving special assistance 
from my department. 

"' 
~ECESSARY COMMODITIES PROSE­

CUTIONS. 
Mr., J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 

the ATTOIL""EY-GENERAL AND Jl.fiNISTER OF 
JusTICE,-(1) Has it been brought under 
his notice that much unnecessary trouble 
and expense are inflicted upon country 
business people by reason of the fact 
that prosecutions for infringement of the 
provisions of the Necessary Commodities 

· Control Act must all he heard in Sydney 
by the Chairman of the Necessary Com­
modities Commission? (2) Does he in­
tend to alter the law ·to admit the local 
police magistrates dealing with such 
cases, as suggested by Mr. Justice Rolin, 
Chairman of the Commission? 

Answer,-(1) and (2) Yes. A bill has 
already been drafted dealing with the 
matter. 

STATE LOAN ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 

the CoLONIAL TREASURER,-What was the 
total amount expended respectively in 
printing and in newspaper advertising in 
'connection with the Government's 
£2,000,000 local loan? 

:Answer,-I am informed: 
Printing, £31 12s. 9d.; advertising, 

£6,982 ISs. 

COST OF INCOME-TAX COLLECTIOK. 
Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 

·the CoLONIAL TREASURER,-(1) What is 
the percentage cost incurred in this 

State of collection of income-tal:? (2) 
Same with regard to other States? (3) 
Same with regard to Commonwealth? 

Answ·er,-I am informed: 
(1) The percentage cost of collection for 

New South Wales is 1·2 per cent. (2) 
The percentage cost of collection-for 
Queensland, is 1·3 per cent.; for Tas­
mania, 1·5 per cent.; for South Australia, 
2 per' cent.; for Victoria, 1·7 per cent.; 
for Western Australia, not available. (3) 
The percenta~e cost of collection for the 
Commonwe:tlth is, approximately, 2.75 per 
cent. 

GOVERNMENT ElllPLOYEES. 

J\fr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 
the PnE)f!ER,-(1) Will he state the 
tota~ number of employees in the service 
of the Government on the 30th June, 
1920-including in the list all who are 
engaged in the several Government de­
partments, such as the Hailway, Water 
and Sewerage Board, Timber Yardsr 
&c., and in all other such branches of 
activity associated with the State? (2} 
The total amount in salary, wages, &c.r 
·annually paid thes~ employees? 

Answer,-As the preparation of this 
return will involve a considerable sum, it 
is suggested that the hon. member move 
for the return in the ordinary way. 

C'ONVICTION OF QUINLAN, WHITE, 
AND RYAN. 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 
the ATTOR..'\'EY-GENERAL AXD MINISTER 
OF JuSTICE,-Will he lay upon the 
table of this House all papers relating 
to the conviction, at Cootamundra, of 
John Quinlan, Thomas White, and 
Matthew . Ryan, and the withdrawal 
subsequently of proceedings instituted 
against the same persons on a charge· 
of ptrjury 1 ' 

Answc1·,-I beg to invite the hon_ 
member's attention to the fact that 
under the standing orders the produc­
tion of papers having reference to the­
administration of justice may be asked 
for only by address to the Governor, 
If, however, the hon. member wishes 
w see the papers· in the matter under 
notice, I will have t!H:m made available­
for his perusal privately. 
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PAYMENT~ TO TRAMWAY 
EMPLOYEES AND POLICE. 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK asked 
the CowxrAL TnEASt:REn,-(1) What 
amounts were involved in respect of 
"Special payments during the visit of 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales to (a) rail­
way and tramway employees, and (b) 
police officers? (2) Is it intended to pay 
the police officers coucerned on the same 
basis as payment was made to railway 
and tramway cmployee3; and, if w, whP.n 
will such payment be made? 

Answer,-I am informed: 
(1) (a) £12,185; (/>) £4,200. (2) The 

payment to the police is on the same 
basis as the payment to the railway and 
tmmway employees. Payment will be 
made on the next pay-day. 

ADVANCES FOR HOMES. 
Mr. OAKES asked the CoLOXIAL TnEA­

sun.En,-(1) What amounts were ad­
vanced by the Government Savings Bank 
to ·assist in the building of homes in each 
of the following to"·ns during the last 
£ve years, namely:-·w agga ·w agga, Al­
bury, Temora, Forbes, Parkes, Dubbo, 
Wellington, and Orange? (2) How 
many applications for such purpose, were 
Teceived from each of the centres men­
tioned during that period? 

A nswe1·,-I am informed: 
The following statement shows the num­

ber of building loan applications received 
during the last five years under the pro­
visions of the Homes Act from the towns 
referred to, also the result of such appli­
cations, and the total amount advanoed 
in respect thereof:-

No. nf Total 
"Town. Applica· Re•ult of Amount tions Applications. Ad1•anccd. Rcceil'ed. 

£ 
Albury ....... 7 6 approved; 3,140 

1 withdrawn. 
Dubbo ......... 11 8 approved; 3,765 

3 withdrawn. 
'Forbes ...... 7 7 appro1•ed .... 2,015 

Orange ........ 12 12 approved ... 4,2i0 

Parkes ...... 50 48 approved; 2I,935 
2 withdrawn. 

Temora ....... I I withdrawn .. ...... 
\Ya~tga 2 2 approved .... 1,150 

Wagga. ' 
Wellington .. 6 6 approved .... 2,715 

2T 

l1R. GEORGE BRODIE, LANDS 
DEP ART.MENT. 

Mr. OAKES asked the SECRETARY FOR 
LANDS,-(1) Is it a fact that Mr. George 
Brodie,_acting accountant of the De­
partment of Lands, retired from his office 
after an inquiry held by the Public Ser­
vice Board? (2) Will he place the 
papers relating to such inquiry, includ­
ing the report of the Board, on the table 
of this House? (3) Is it a fact that the 
same llfr. Brodie has been appointed to 
investigate and assist the Lands Depart­
ment in the preparation of the case to be 
submitted to llfr. Justice Street in co~l­
nection with the ·soldiers' settlements~ 
(4) Is it a fact that llfr. Brodie was 
administering the accounts of the sol­
diers' settlements; and, if so, under what 
circumstances were such accounts re­
moved from his control? (5) What fee 
or salary is being paid to Mr. Brodie for 
the investigation referred to above? (6) 
Is it a fact tha.t the Auditor-General pro­
tested against Mr. Brodie's services being 
utilised?. (7) Will he place on the 
table the recommendation of llfr. Mack, 
barrister-at-law, suggesting 111:r. Brodie's 
appointment? (8) Was l\fr. 111:ack aware 
of the objection raised by the Auditor­
General to 111:r. Brodie's appointment~ 
(9) Will he place on the table the re­
port of Mr. Pooley, inspector of the 
Audit Department, in regard to recent 
irregularities in the Accounts Branch of 
his department? 

Answer,-(1) Yes, on leaYe prior to 
retirement. l\ir. Brodie was _ acting­

-accountant. The Public Service Board 
decided to make a permanent appoint­
ment at a reduced salary. (2) This 
question should be addressed to my col­
league the Attorney-General and Minis­
ter of Justice. (3) Mr. Brodie is assist­
ing Crown counsel in the commission. 
( 4) Yes. On the recommendation of Mr. 
Royal Commissioner Allard that a special 
accounts section be created to deal with 
soldier settlement work. This vie"'· 
was endorsed by the Minister (Mr. Ash­
ford) and approved by the Public Service 
Board. (5) 111:r. Brodie is being paid at 
the rate of his present salary for the 
time occupied on work of the royal com­
mission. (6) Not that I am aware. (7) 
I have no objection to placing the papers 
on the table of the House. (8) Se~ 
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reply to question No. ·6. (9) A report 
was received from the Auditor-General 
the -day prior to this question, and has 
been referred to tl1e Public Service 
Board. 

CLYDE RECREATION OVAL. 
~Ir. BRUN1'NELL. asked the Mnas­

TER FOR RAILWAYS,-Will h~ lay upon 
the table of this House all letters and 
})apers in connection with the sale of 
the Clyde HecrEation Oval1 

Answer,-Yes, if moved for in the 
ordinary way. 

PERJURY BY SCULLY·BEFORE 
I.W.W. CG:\!llfiSSION. 

Mr. LEY asked the ATTOR:XEY­
GENERAL AND MINISTEH OF JUSTICE,­
(!) Is he satisfied that in giving evi­
dence before the I.W.W. Commission 
Scully committed perjury1 (2) If so, 
what steps do the Government propose 
to take1 

Answ·er,-If the han. member will 
particularise the Commission to which 
he refers, I shall consider the matter 
further. 

ROCKY .POINT ROAD. 
1\Ir. BAGNALL asked the .MnasTER. 

FOR LocAL GovERNMENT,-ls he pre­
pared to undertake the repair of 
Hocky Point road from Cook's River to 
Sans Souci, in view of its present dan­
gerous condition, and the fact that it 
is a national highway, being the main 
southern road out of SydnEy 1 • 

Answer,-The Government proposes 
to introduce a Main Roads Bill which 
will provide a method whereby the 
Rocky Point road, in common with the 
other main roads of the metropolitan 
area, may. be rEconstructed and main­
tained. Pending the passing of such 
a measure this road will receive con­
sideration on its merits in respect of 
the distribution of any moneys which 
Parliament may be able to provide for 
subsidies to main roads. 

0ANTERBURY SEWERAGE· SCHEME. 
Mr. BAGNALL asked the SEcRETARY 

FOlt PuBLIC WonKs,-(1) Is it a fact 
that there is urgent nE.'cessity for pro­
ceeding with the Canterbury sewerage 

scheme 1 (2) Will he give the House an 
undertaking that it will be put in hand 
this $·ear 1 

Answer,-(1) Yes. (2) An order for 
the manufacture of the pipes required 
for the construction of the main Can­
terbury-Bankstown sewer has been' 

· placed with the manager of the State­
Reinforced Concrete and Pipe W arks_ 
It' is anticipated thl:!-t pipes will be­
available to commence the construction. 
of the sewer within six months, when. 
if the financial conditions ·will permit 
of the necessary funds being made­
availablE, the work will be proceeded 
with. 

ADVAXCES FOR HOi\IES. 
}fr. BAGNALL asked the l.iiNISTER 

FOR Housr:w,-(1) What amount was ex­
peaded by the department in advance'-' 
for homes between 1st January, 1920. 
and 31st :March~ (2) What amount was 
expended by the department in advances 
for homes between 1st April, 1920, and 
30th June? (3) How many homes were 
commenced during the months from 1st 
January, 1920, to 31st JIIIarch? ( 4) How 
many homes were commenced during the 
months from 1st April, 1920, to 30th 
June? 

Answer,-I am.informed: 

(1) £108,659. (2) £1n,462. (3) 3'75. 
(4) 127. 

TRuCKil'W YARDS, SOUTH 
GOULBURN. 

Lt.-Colonel RUTLEDGE asked the 
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC VVORKS,-Wi!l 
he state whether provision has been made 
on the estimates for the provision of ade­
quate trucking yards at South Goulburn ~ 

Answer,-I am informed: 
An amount has been placed on the 

draft estimates to cover the cost of altera­
tions and additions to statjons through­
out the lines, and such amount includes 
provision for adequate trucking facilities 
at South Gouiburn. , 

WORKING-::\iEN'S INSTITUTES. 
Mr. A. F. SMITH asked the MINISTER 

OF PuBLIC lNSTRUCTION,-(1) Is ·it a 
fact that a site, costing over £10,000, 
acquired for a working--man's institute 
in Crown-street, Surry Hills, is not being 
utilised for such purpose? , (2) Is it a 



Questions and An$wers. r.7 SEPT., 1920.] Questions and A.nswc1·s. 659 

fact that this sum is large enough to 
purchase several working-men's insti· 
tutes, and will he have inquiries made re 
the advisability of disposing of this pro­
perty and establishing workmen's insti­
tutes? (3) Is it a fact that the work­
man's institute in the Glebe has recently 
been sold, and will he give favourable 

· consideration to this important suburb 
in any future action he may take in the 
matted 

Answer,-(1) Yes, but I am not aware 
of the price paid, the resumption having 
been carried out ·by the Works Depart­
ment. (2) The fact that the acquired 
property is not being put to the use for 
. which it was resumed is a fitting·matter 
to bring under the notice of Cabinet. 
That course will be adopted by me. 
(3) The department understands that 
the Glebe Working-men's Institute will 
shortly be put to the' necessity of vacat­
ing their present rented p~emises, but 
the matter of acquiring other accommo­
dation is not one ·for the responsibility 
of this department. .This department's 
assistance to these institutes is confined 
to subsidy on actual expenditure on read­
ing matter for l!brary. 

ART-UXION, BROKEN HILL. 
?.Ir. OAKES asked the ATTORN-EY­

GENERAL AND ]l.frNISTER OF JUSTICE,­
Will he state whether he has given 
approval for an art-union to be held 
for the relief of distress at Broken 
Hill, agreeing to allow the sum of £20 
in every £100 collected as commission 1 

Answer,-The promotion of an art­
union in aid of the Broken Hill-Relief 
Fund has been sanctioned, and the 
articles of agreement provide that the 
proceeds are to be devoted to the relief 
of distress amongst the minErs, their 
wives, and children. I did not agree 
to the sum of £20 in every £100 being 
allowed as commission, but -it .is com­
mon knowledge that in many of the 
larger art-unions the ticket sellers are 
allowed commission at the rate of 20 
per cent. 

HARBOUR WORKS, TWEED 
HEADS. 

Mr. PERDRIAU asked the PnEmER,­
Jn view of the fact that the GovernJ 
mcnt proposes to reconstitute the Par-

liamenta'ry Stanu:ng Committee on Pub­
lic Works, and in view of the envrmous 
production of tropical fruit in the Tweed 
River district, will he refer to th~ Pa~ 
liamentary Standing Committee on Pub· 
lie Works the desirability of completing 
tlie unfinished harbour works at Tweed 
lf.eads? · 

Answer,-The question of referring 
the matter of the completion of the har­
bour works .at the Tweed Heads to the 
Public Works Committee will be con­
sidered when the general Public \forks 
policy is being determined. 

SOLDIER SET'l'LRMEXT, COCNA.­
BARABRAN . 

Mr. A. F. SMITH asked the' SECRE­
T.ARY FOR LANDS,..,....Jn connection with a 
number of Crown lease blocks, forty-five 
blocks being now available in the Ooona­
barabran district, are any of these blocks 
set aside for soldier settlement; H not, 
why not? 

Answer,-The land referred to is 
Crown lease area No. 3,555, embracing 
forty-six blocks, which became available 
for ordinary application on 30th August, 
1920. The Coonabarabran Repatriation 
Committee advised the department that 
the sub-committee at Purlawaugh had re' 
ported that the land was unsuitable for 
soldier settlement. Regulation 44 of 
the Crown Lands Consolidation Act pro­
vides that any applicant who is a dis­
charged soldier holding _a qualification 
certificate under the Returned Soldiers 
Settlement Act, 1916, shall not be e..'i:­
cluded from a ballot, and·may be given 
preference over a.y other applicant for 
the land. 

MINERS' ACCIDENT RELIEF FUXD. 
Mr. KEARSLEY asked the SECRETARY 

FOR MINES,-In the case of beneficiarieg 
under the Miners' Accident Relief Act 
who are now in receipt of incomes from 
any form of 'personal exerj;ion, what 
allowances -are made from the Miners' 
Accident Relief Fund? 

Ansu:er,-Unmarried men, and mar­
ried men without children, whose allow­
ance is 15s. per week, may earn an addi­
tional £3 2s. per week, making £3 17s. in 
all, before allowances are affected. Mar­
ried men with one child, whc•se ~lln•v­

' ances total £1 per week, may earn £2 17s. 
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'}f.:nried men with two children, whose 
allowances total £1 5s. may earn an addi· ' 
tional £2 15s. This also applies to mea 
'~·ith three, four, :five, or six children. 
whose allowances can be supplemt-nted by 
earnings up to £2 15s. per week, making 
their total incomes £4 5s., £4 lOs., £4 15s., 
and £5 respectively. When earnings ex­
ceed this basis the allowances are pro­
portionally reduced. 

'VI'l'NESS GlFFNEY, I.W.W. 
INQUIRY. 

~1r. DRUi\BIOND asked the ATTOR­
~EY-GEKERAL AND ilfiNISTER OF JUSTICE, 
-Will he have inquiry made by the 
police as to whether it is a fact that 
Giffnc,·, or Gaffney, a new witness in 
the recent I.W.W. inquiry, and to 
whose evidence the commissioner ap­
peared to attach much importance, was 
c::qJelled -for expounding extr.eme I.W.W. 
views by the residents of Broken Hill 
"orne years ago? 

A.nsweT,-No useful purpose would 
b~ served by making such inquiry. 

hARMED:M:AN-RANKIN'S SPRINGS 
RAILWAY. 

i\1r. BUTTENSHA W asked the SEc­
HETAHY FOR PuBLIC WonKs,-(1) Is it a 
fact that the construction of the Bar­
mcdman-Rankin's Springs railway is 
being held up on account of an insuf­
ficient supply of sleepers and dog-spikes? 
(2) ·will he make strong representations 
to the. Railway Commissioners to do all 
that is possible to supply these require­
ments, so that the farmers along the 
route will have the railway to remove 
their wheat during the forthcoming har­
vest? 

Answer,-I' am informed: 
(1) Plate-laying is being delayed by 

scarcity of sleepers. (2) Arrangements 
have been made by which it is hoped to 
increase the supply of sleepers, of which 
there is a shortage over the whole State. 
Dog spikes are on order. 

.DISTRIBUTION OF WIRE-NETTING. 
Lt.-Colonel RUTLEDGE asked the 

SECl1E'fARY FOR LANDS,-Will he state 
when a supply of wire-netting is likely 
to be available for distribution on time 
pa;yment, through the Pastures Protec­
tion Boards~ 

Answer.-·wire-netting is being su::::·- • 
plied to a limited e.'l:tent. 

GORGE HrDRO-ELEC'l'RIC SCHEME, 
CLARENCE RIVER. 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER asked the SEc­
RETAHY ~'on PuBLIC WoRKS,-(1) Will he 
state when the further report on the Gorge 
(Clarence River) hydro-electric scheme 
will be available? (2) Is it a fact that 
the investigations show greater possibili­
ties, at a smaller cost, than put forwaFd 
by Mr. Corin in 1918? 

Answer,-(1) It is anticipated the re­
port will be available about the end of 
the year. (2) No conclusions can be 
drawn from the investigations now in 
progress uptil they are complete. 

INDUSTRIAL DISEASES. 
Mr. BROOKFIELD asked the M!Nrs­

n:R FOR LABOUR AXD IKDUSTUY,-ln view 
of the fact that in the :finding of the 
medical commission which recently in­
quired. into industrial diseases at Broken 
Hill it is stated, "two hundred min<J­
workers are so diseased that they should 
not be allowed to continue working in the 
mining industry," will the Government 
immediately take the necessary steps to 
settle these unfortunate men on the 
land? 

Answm·,-The repo]:t of the medical 
commission has not yet been received. 
The hon. member's suggestion will, how­
ever, be borne in mind. 

PROSECUTION OF PROFITEERS. 
Mr. ASHFORD asked the ATTORNEY­

GENEHAL AND MINISTER 01" JUSTICE,-(1) 
What are the names of the other· pro­
fiteers, apart from the Lord Mayor of 
Sydney, that have not been prosecuted 
because they were caught profiteering for 
the first time, and on what date was such 
decision arrived at~ (2) How many have 
been prosecuted since his accession to 
office on the :first reported offence? (3) 
How many have been prosecuted alto­
gether during a similar period?: 

Answer,-(1) Forty-one persons-within 
the period April to August. The hon. 
·member may see a list of the names of 
such persons on application to me. (2)· 
Forty-three. (3) Forty-five. 

GOVERNMENT HORSE STUD F ARi\1. 
}.{r. }fAIN asked the MINISTER FOR 

AGIUCULTURE,-Will he furnish particu­
lars as under concerning the New South 
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Wales Government Horse Stud Farm 
at North Bangaroo, near Canowindra, 
since ·the purchase of the farm up to 
the latest date• for which figures are 
available, namely: Expenditure on build­
ings, plarit and machinery, breeding stock 
live stock other than breeding, salaries 
mid wages, all other expenditure. Reve­
nue--From sales of stock bred on farm, 
sales of other live stock, grain or other 
produce, all other sources. Values of on 
hand-Breeding stock, other live stock, 
grain, fodder, and such like? 

Answe~·,-I shall have a ret.urn com­
piled to furnish the information de­
sired, and present it to the llouse in due 
course. 

PUNISHl\IENTS OF PRISONERS IN 
GAOLS. 

llfr. ·BROOKFIELD asked the ATTOR­
XEY-GEx~:RAr. AXD l\fiNISTER OF JUS'l'ICE,­
Will he furnish the following informa­
tion :-(a) The number of punishments 
of prisoners at Bathurst Qaol from April, 
1919, up to :Niarch, 1920; (b) the number 
of punishments at Long Bay Peniten­
tiary and Goulburn Gaol during the same 
period, and the average number of pri­
soners at each gaol 'I 

Answer,-During the period men­
tioned by the bon. member the number 
of punishments of prisoners at Bathurst 
Gaol was thirty, State Penitentiary 
forty-five, and Goulburn nine. The aver­
age daily number of prisoners confined 
in the establishments named during the 
same period was 197, 344, and 160 re­
stJecti vely. 

MAITLAND-SYDNEY RAILWAY 
ROUTES. 

Mr. IKEARSLEY -asked the SECRETARY 
FOR PuBLIC WoRiiS,-(1) Have trial sur­
veys of railway routes been made with 
a view to reducing train journeys be­
tween the Great Northern line north of 
:Maitland and Sydney? (2) If so, (a) 
how many; (b) what are the points of 
junction at ei~eh end; (c) what in each is 
the line of route? 

Answer,-I am informed: 
(1) Exploration surveys have been 

made. (2) A trial survey was commenced 
from W oy W oy 1:ia W ollombi to Single­
ton, but was not completed. Explot~ation 
.Surveys have been made from Wyong: via 
Wollombi to Singleton, and from Morisset 

t'ia Cessnock and Pokolbin to Minim bah; 
also from Carlingford viu ·wiseman's 
Ferrv, St. Albans, Wullombi, and Broke 
to Singleton. 

ELECTORAL ACT REGULATIONS. 
Mr. ASHFORD asked the PRE:If!ER,­

(1) Is it a fact that under the Electoral 
Act regulations in connection therewith 
should be laid on the table of the House 
before the expiration of fourteen days 
from the meeting of Parliament? (2) 
Will he see that this is done, so that the 
electors of the l\iurray can haYe · full 
representation as early us possible? 

Answer,-(1) and (2) Assuming thn~ 
the bon. member is referring to the regu­
lations for the filling df casual vacancies, 
I desire to inform him that it is a fact 
that the regulations should have been 
laid before Parliament within seven 
days of the opening of the last session 
of last Parliament. J\fy colleagues and 
I are now considering the question of 
rectifying the omission. • 

WAR Mt"SETJ::\f FOR NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

Mr. HENLEY asked the PRE~UER,­
(1) Is it a fact that the Government has 
decided not to accept from the Federal 
Government "war trophies" such as cap­
tured guns, trench-mortars, and machine 
guns, offered to form part of a war 
museum fo'r New South Wales? (2) 
Will he also state why it is he objects 
to establish a war museum in the mother 
State, remembering that New South 
Wales contributed more men and more 
money than any other State of the Com­
monwealth in defence of Australia and 
the Empire? • 

Answm·,-(1) No. The guns will be 
accepted from the Federal Government, • 
and will be displayed in parks and public 
places within the city and metropolitan 
area. (2) The establishment of a war 
museum is regarded as being entirely a 
Commonwealth obligation. 

PUNT ACROSS KARUAH RIVER. 

Mr. PRICE asked the SECRETARY FOlt 

PUBLIC WoRii'l>,-(1) Has· his attention 
been directed by the bon. member for 
Gloucester to the fact that serious loss 
and inconvenience are being experienced 
by the fact that there is no suitable punt 
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available over the [\ aruah Hiver, be· 
tween Alicetown a11d Tea Gardens, Port 
Stephens, for the transit of stock and 
vehicles? (2) Is it a fact that starving 
stock from various parts of the State are 
being depastured in the Port Stephens 
district, arid that in consequence of no 
facilities being provided this entails extra 
cost and national loss 'I (3) ls it a fact 
that this is a national work, and that 
the local councils are unable to make pro­
vision for a new punt, as their finances 
will not enable them to undertake the 
undertaking? ( 4) In view of the fore­
going, will he be good enough to (a) 
have a special report obtained on the 
matter; (b) mak~ provision for this 
being dealt with as a national work; (c) 
confer with the Local Government De­
partment in connection with the matter; 
if not, why not? 

Answer,- (1) Representations have 
been made to the department urging that 
a new punt be i>rovided. (2) I am not 
aware. (3) No. As regards the local 
shire councils' financial positions I am 
not in a position to express any opinion, 
and would suggest that in this connec­
tion the hon. member might approach 
my colleague, the :Minister for Local 
Go>ernment. ( 4) As my department has 
no responsibility in regard to this punt 
I would suggest that any representations 
in the matter be addressed to the Local 
Go>ernment Department. 

BULK~HANDLING OF WHEAT. 

~Ir. PRICE asked the SECRETARY FOR 

PuBLIC WoRKS,-(1) In connection with 
the bulk-handling of wheat, were quot!l­
tions invited from American and British 
firms for the establishment of the neces­
~ary plant to deal with same? (2) If so, 
what stage did the negotiations reach in 
February, 1918? (3) (a) Were the quot­
ations accepted; (b) what action was de­
cided upon in connection with the offers 
submitted? ( 4) Is it a fact that at that 
date Australian firms were willing to 
submit quotations for the installation of 
romnlete plant, and accept a proportion 
of Treasury bills in payment of same? 
( 5) Were Australian firm~ given suffi­
cient time to enable them to submit 
plans and quotations for portion or. 
whole of the plant? (6) Were tenders 
calie~ to enable Australi•m firms to have 

w opportunity of submitting quotations .. 
or tendering;. if not, wl'ly was this course 
not adopted? · (7) Was the Government 
definitely committed to ~Iessrs. John S. 
l\fetcalfe & Co.'s plans in connection 
with elevators; if not, why was com­
petition not invited throughout America 
and Australia to submit plans? (8) Is 
the Government committed to pay :Messrs. 
Metcalfe &. Co. commission for super­
vising the erection· of the elevators, 
whether their plans are used or not? 

Answe1·,-(1) Tenders were invited in 
Australia for the erection of grain silos. 
(2) By February, 1918, contracts had 
been let for the erection of the country 
grain silos, material and machinery, and 
for the erection of the terminal clel'ator. 
Ol) Certain tenders were accepted. ( 4) 
One of the contractors W>lS willing_ to 
accept part payment in Trea::ury bills. 
(5) Yes. (6) Yes, and the contracts 
allotted were to Australian firms. (7) 
Yes. (8) I am unable to state the Gov­
ernment's liability in such a contingency. 

COUNTRY SILOS AND WHEAT 
ELEVATORS. 

Mr. PRICE asked the MINISTER FOR 
AamcuLTURE,-(1) How many tenders 
were received for .the silos advertised to 
be erected in the country districts? (2) 
What were the figures for each 'group? · 
(3) Is it a fact that one firm whose ten-· 
der was £140,000 below the next lowest 
was not accepted; will he give the reason 
why it was not accepted; by the non­
acceptance of this tender will he inform 
this House how much extra the country 
has to pay for the erection of these silos? 
(4) Will be state why a contract was 
given to Mr. Teesdale Smith for the 
erection of a terminal elevator at Sydney 
without any tenders having been called; 
also the amount that this building is to 
cost; is it a fact that it runs into nearly 
£400,000? (5) Is ~Ir. Teesdalf'· Smith 
the gentleman wlio lent the Holman 
Government £300,000, and took Treasury 
bills for the same, about :Sfteen months 
ago; is it a fact that this gentleman re­
ceived and signed a contract for the 
whole elevator scheme for New South 
Wales near the end of 1916; was this 
contract afterwards cancelled? · 

Answer,-(1) Two. (2) Tenders fot 
silos in group .two were· Qnly recei\·ed in 
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::March last, and of the two bids one was 
for £159,200, and the other for £152,448. 
(3) No. Neither tender has been ac­

•Cepted, as the Government 1s carrying 
•Out the work by day labour. (4) I 
understand that the contract with Mr. 
H. Teesdale Smith was entered into after 
tenders had been invited. (5) 1 am un­
.able to say. The agreements are dated 
the 25th January, 1918, and 14th August, 
1918, and thP. papers in the matter were 
laid on the table of the House and 
<>rdercd to be printed on 14th March, 
1918'. . 

COMMISSION PAID TO 
METCALFE & CO. 

·:Mr. PRICE asked the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC WonKS,-(1) Was a report pre­
pared by 111:essrs. John S. Metcalfe & Co., 
r.imited, on the proposed grain elevator!' 
-and silos for New South Wales; (n) if 
-flo, on what date were instructions is~ued 
to Messrs. Metcalfe to prepare such re­
port; (b) what was the amount agreed 
upon as phyment; (c) was there an extra 
eommission agreed upon; if so, what was 
the amount of such commission~ (2) 
Was the amount of £20,000 paid to 
Messrs. Metcalfe & Co., Limited; if so, 
'()n what date; will he be good enough to 
:state if any further payments have been 
made to this gentleman, or the firm of 
Messrs. John S. Metcalfe & Co., Lim­
ited; what were the dates of such pay­
ments? (3) Were the plans furnished 
'()rdinary office copies, or were they de­
signed- for .any particular sites; if so, did 
they give details showi'ng levels, excava­
tions, and necessary details; were they 
working plans for the particular sites on 
which the elevators were to be erected, 
or simply ordinary office plans? ( 4) 
What amount has been paid to date to 
the firm of Jlilessrs. :Metcalfe & Co., Lim­
ited, and what amount is the Crown still 
indebted to this firm? (5) Is it a fact 
that these plans cost the State over 
£30,000 for stock office plans, when com­
plete working plans could have been pre­
P,ared by draftsmen of the department 
for the sum of abo.ut £5,000? 

A.nswer,-(1) No payment l:as been 
made to J. S. :Metcalfe & Co. for the pre­
paration· of a~y report. The agreement 
with that firm was for the preparation of 
plans and specifications, and· to act as. 

supervising engineers. (2) The follow­
ing amounts have been paid for the pre­
paration of plans and specifications: 
£2,500 on 8th, June, 1916; £7,500 on 
14th August, 1916; £3,000 on 27th Oc­
tober, 1916; £4,000 on 17th January, , 
1917; £2,000 on 19th April, 1917; £950 
on 17th December, 1917; £1,500 on 19th 
January, 1918; £3,000 on 15th February, 
1918; £3,810 on 17th February, 1919; 
£3,000 on 13th June, 1919. (3) The 
plans were designs of elevators for thu 
req ui rem en ts of each site. ( 4) (a) 
£43,096 Hs. lld. for preparation of plan:! 
m~d specifications and supervision of 
works carried out; (b) the amount 
cannot be definitely stated until the 
'forks are completed. (5) There was no 
officer in the department who posseilsed 
the necessary experience. 

CONSTRUCTION OF GRAIN 
ELEV .A TORS. 

Mr. PRICE asked the SECRETARY FOR 
PuBLIC W ORKS,--:(1) Is it a fact that 
Messrs. J. S. Metcalfe & Co. are com­
petitors in America for the building 
of elevators with the very firms who 
will be tendering for their construction 
here; will he consider whether it is not a 
peculiar position for them to pose as 
architects and advisers on these ten­
ders t (2) Why was such a huge sum as 
£20,000 paid to J. S. Metcalfe & Co. for 
plans; could not one of the best archi­
tects have been imported from AmeriGa 
for about a quarter of the price; and 
would it then have been open to this 
firm, along with others, to submit their 
proposition on a fair and equitable basis 
of tended (3) Is it a fact that when 
evidence was taken on 4th September, 
Mr. Carter, of J. S. Metcalfe & Co., sta­
ted that their firm tendered through Mr. 
Durham for drawing up the plans; who 
were the other tenderers, and what were 
their prices~ ( 4) Did Mr. Carter state 
that up to date, 4th September, 1916, they 
had been paid £10,000 on account of 
plans; was this for the Sydney terminal 
elevator only; is it 2~ per cent. on the 
estimated cost of the terminal elevator; 
were these working plans to suit. the 
selected site' at Glebe Island or only 
specimen plans, similar to those supplied 
to. South Australia ~n a pamphlet: bye 



664 Questions and A n,swers. (ASSEMBLY.] Questions and Answers. 

a ·:Mr. Alford? (5) Why was the Burrell 
Engineering Company, which furnished 
a report on bulk-handling of wheat in 
1913, not asked to furnish plans if com­
petition was invited; why was their re­
port thrown over when :Metcalfe appeared 
on the scene; is it a fact that the Burrell 
En_vneering and Construction ·Company 
is a bigger :firm of elevator constructors 
than J. S. :Metcalfe & Co.? (6) How is 
the building of the elevators to be fin­
anced when money is so dear? (7) Will 
he consider whether the building of ele- · 
vators under w~r conditions and prices 
loads the industry with huge unnecessary 
expenses for all time? (8) Why were 
Harold Darling and Dreyfus & Co. not 
examined o;1 the bulk-handling of wheat, 
they being the parties most concerned, 
being the largest wheat-shippers? 

Answer,-(1) No. (2) I presume be­
cause the late Government considered 
the service worthy of the remuneration. 
(3) I am unaware.· ( 4) I an1 unaware. 
Payments to the firm have been· made in 
accordance with the agree:-.J.e,J.t entered 
into with them by a previous Govern-

. ment. (5) I am unaware. (6) Funds 
have been made available from the loan 
which was recently so succe~sfnily raised 
locally. (7) I have already considered 
this aspect. (S) I am unable tv say. 

LAND FOR SOLDIERS' SETTLE­
MENTS. 

:Mr. PRICE asked the SECRETArn- FOR 
LANDS,-(1) Is ·it a fact that, by t.he re­
sumption of the alienated frontages 
within the counties of }[acfluarie, Hawes, 
Gloucester, Durham, and Vernon, a large 
area of Crown lands would be made avail­
able at a low price per acre for soldiers' 
settlements? (2) Will he consider the 
advisability ·of taking action with a view 
to such resumptions, also the establish­
ment of light lines of railway to open 
up such soldiers' settlements? 

Answ·cr,-(1) The Crown lands in the 
r.o.unties referred to are inferior. It 
would probably assist in the way of 
their disposal if the frontage lands could 
be utilised in connection with them. (2) 
The difficulty of financing soldier settle­
ment proposals precludes consideration 
of the subject proposal for the present. 

PAYMENT TO Mn. JUSTICE 
EWI~G. 

Captain CH.AFFEY asked the Pn~>­
MUm,-(1) What was the total amount 
of money paid to Mr. Justice Ewing for 
his services as a commissioner to inquire 
into the I.W.W. cases? (2) Is there an 
understanding that any further sums of 
money are to be paid to him~ 

An.swcr,-(1) No fee has been paid to 
:Mr. J usticc Ewing for his services. Ex­
penses only have been allowed, :-.nc ;t i& 
intended to refund to the Tasmanian 
Government the amount of his salary for 
the time he was engaged on the inquiry. 
(2) No. 

REP A YMK~TS OF LOANS TO 
SETTLERS. 

Jlfr. DRU:MMO~D asked the :i\-IrxrsTn 
FOR .AGlUCULTt:nE,-In view of the fact 
that the collectinb' of the entire loans to, 
settlers from the proceeds of one harvest 
will entail great hardship, will he con­
sider the advisability of extending re­
payments of the Rural Industries .Board's. 
advances over a term of at least fiyc 
years? 

Answe1·,-0wing to the £act that ad­
vances ·carry interest, some farmers may 
desire to rcpa:y as early as possible. 
Jlfany applicants only received small 
loans, notwithstanding thut the areas. 
cropped arc large, and given a reason­
able season they will have no difficulty in 
repaying the full amount. In cases 
,._.here Eettlers are unable to repay the 
full amount, the department will be pre­
pared to grant extensions, taking into 
consideration the security of tenure. In 
p:·cvious cases the same procedure proved' 
satisfactory, farmers having been given 
four years, or even more, in which to 
meet their obligations. 

ALBION PARK CALF DEPOT. 
:Mr. DAVIES asked the ML'i"ISTER FOIC 

.AonrcuLTURE,-(1) What was the capital 
cost of the Albion Park Calf Depot, in­
cluding plant, building, and stock-these 
items to be given separately? (2) What 
was the amount they realised when sold? 
(3) What became of the cattle, and who 
received them? ( 4) Is a copy of the 
profit 'and loss account aval.labl.e? 

Answer,-(1) £3,920, representing plane, 
£452; buildings, £2,291; stock, £1,000; 
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preliminary expenses, £177. (2) Th-:~ 
sale of the plant and stock has not yet 
been completed. (3) The cattle are on 
agistment, and it is proposed, to ·offer 
theth for auction sale next month. ( 4) 
Profit and loss account will not be avail­
able until disposal of the stock and plant 
is complete. 

COST OF SHIPPING COAL. 
:Mr. DAVIES flSked the COLO);IAL 

'J'nEASURER,-(1) 'Vhat is the cost per ton 
of shipping for coal at the W ollongong 
Harbour? (2) What companies are now 
shipping at thi's port~ (3) What is the 
cost per ton of coal shipped at Port 
Kcmbla? (4) Is it a fact that if the 
same tonnage rate was charged at Wol­
longong as at Port Kembla there would 
probably be an increase of £1,500 per 
annum to the revenue of the State? (5) 
Will he consider the advisability of 
charging a uniform rate at these ports? . 

Answe1·,-I am informed: 
(1) 6d. per ton, in addition to tonnage 

dues on the ship. (2) Mount Pleasant 
Coal-mining Company and the Mount 
Keira Colliery Company. (3) ls. 3d. (4) 
Yes; probably. (5) The question of the 
uniformity of port charges at coastal 
ports is receiving the attention of the 
Government. 

PRODuCE AXD COAL TRANSPORT. 

~fr. DAVIES asked the l\IL\'ISTER ~'OR 
RAILWAYS,-(1) What is the quantity of 
wheat, wool, and other produce which 
passes through Goulburn and Moss Vale 
annually en route to Darling Harbour 
for eiport purposes~ (2) What is the 
quantity of coal forwarded from Wollon­
gong and other centres of the South 
Coast to stations south of l\foss Vale and 
Goulburn annually ;-that is to say, coal 
which is now being carried to Darling 
Harbour and then transhipped again 
along the southern line south of Moss 
Vale1 

Answc1·,-I am informed: 
(1) 634,006 tons of wheat, 25,380 tons 

of wool, and 23,012 tons of fruit n.nd 
regetables were invoiced from various 
11tations Albury to Goulburn, including 
the branch lines. during the year ended 
:31st December; 1919. Of this wheat, 
34.7,994 tons were shipped at Darli~g 
Island, the balance representing deliveries 
at Darling Harbour, the actual destina-

tion of which is not known. The wool,. 
fruit, and vegetables were all delivere,. 
at . :Oar ling l:iarbour to teams, and 
ultm1ate destination is not known (2)• 
Coal despatched from South Coast collier­
ies to stations south of Moss Vale, inclu­
sive, was 7-!,884 tons, and 7 407 tons fot" 
stations south of Goulbu{.n. Definite­
figures cannot be given for coke. Ap­
proximately 4,000 tons .are sent annually 
from the South Coast to stations south of 
Goulburn, but none for stations betwE:en. 
Moss Vale and Goulburn. 

SHORT~GE Qli' LOW-GRADE WOOL. 
l\fr. J. R. LEE asked th.e PRE~IIER,­

(1) Is it a fact that practically the whole­
of the wool-scouring industry is at a 

·standstill, and many employees are out 
of work in the State, and in Botany dis­
trict in p:::rticubr, in consequence of tho 
~hortnge of low-grade wool? (2) Will he 
be good enough to make representation 
to the Federal authorities with a view of 
having a supply of wool made available 
from the wool now held in this State by 
the Central Wool Committee~ 

A nswe1·,-The Prime l\finister h:.1s 
already convened a conference of all se-~­
tions of the wool industry to conside:." 
this matter. 

RAILWAY SEASON TICKETS. 
Mr. FRA:t\TK BURKE asked the 11:L'•­

ISTER FOR RAILWAYS,-(1) What is the 
annual cost to the Railway Commission­
ers for metal season tickets on the rail­
wa;ys? (2) Are the tickets supplied !::;:;­
public tender? (3) When does the presen:; 
contract expire~ ( 4) Will public tenders 
be called for a fresh supply of these 
tickets~ If so, upon what date~ (5) Are 
the Railway Commissioners considering 
taking over or installing a plant for the 
manufacturing of metal season tickets? 
(6) What .would be the approximate cost 
of installation of the plant? (7) What 
would be the annual cost of the up-keep 
of same~ (8) Is the Commissioner con­
sidering the appointment of a manager'? 
If so, will he call for applications for 
this position, and what salary is it .in­
tended shall be paid~ 

Answer,-! am informed: 
(1) £1.808 lOs. 10d., based on existing 

rates and numbers of tick.et.'l required. (2) 
~renders have not been called for somo 
time, as reueated efforts to obtain satis­
factory efforts by this means were not 
successful. (3) 31st December, 1920. (4) 
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Yes; during the month. (5) No. (As to 
6, 7, and 8) As the Railway Commis­
sioners do not propose to instal a plant, 
I understand that consideration has not 
.been given to these matters., 

CAPI'l'AL PuNISH11IEX'l'. 
Mr. PERDRIAu asked the ATTORXEY­

<GEXF.BAL .. -(1) Since the year 1900 how 
many persons have been found guilty of 
a eanital offence in New South Wales! 
(2) How many such were reprieved, if 
any? (3) By whose Government, and in. 
what year? ( 4) Was ever a p~rson found 
guilty and sentenced to death and exe­
cuted at the direction of a Labour Gov­
€rnment? If so, what Government? 

Answe1·,-(1) 139. (2) 120. · (There 
are also .two eases which have not yet. 
been considered by Cabinet.) (3) Lyne 
Government, 4; See Government, 16; 
\V addell Government, 2; Carruthers 
Government, 20; \Yade Government, 14 ;­
McGowen Government, 19; Holman Gov­
€rnment, 28; National Government 11 · 
" ' ' ::::Jtorey Government, 6. ( 4) One prisoner 
was executed in 1912 during the term of 
the. McGowen Government. 

SALE OF FERTILISERS AND FOOD­
STUFFS. 

Mr. LEY asked the MINISTER FOR 
AaRICUJ,TURE,-Will he introduce during 
the present session a bill to fix standards 
for and otherwise regulate sale of fer­
tilisers and foodstuffs for animals? 

Answer,-Bills to regulate these mat­
ters· have already been prepared; and, 
s~ould t_he business of the House permit, 
w1ll be mtroduced this session. 

SOLDIFJR SETTLE.:\IEXT. 

J\ir. J. R. LEE asked the SECRETARY 
FOR LAXDS,-(1) Is it a fact that the Gov­
-ernment have declined to settle any more 
soldiers on the land, alleging as their 
reason no more money is available? (2) 
Was a definite understanding come to 
between the Federal Treasurer and the 
present J\finister for Lands in regard to 
the financing of future soldier settle­
ment; if so, what was that understand­
ing! (3) Is it a fact that there is money 
avmlable for soldier settlement and that 
New South Wales has not utilised the 
full amount. that was placed. at its dis­
posal by the Federal Government~ 

il.nswer,-(1) No; the number of sol­
diers settled on the land is being added to 
every week. Owing to the difficulty of 
pro\'iding the necessary funds. however 
new P.roposals under the pro~otion sec~ 
tion of the Closer Settlement Acts have 
had to be declined for the present. 
(2) Yes; the Commonwealth Govern­
ment agreed to provide about £12,000,000 
to settle 8,400 soldier settlers on a pro­
gramme arranged by ·111r. Ashford, and 
£1,000 for each soldier settler over 8,400. 
These amounts include the usual ad­
Yance of J::625 for equipment of farms. 
(3) The programme is being carried out, 
but it involves the construction of rail­
ways, irrigation, and other works, which 
must-necessarily take some time to com­
plete. The arrangements made with 
the Commonwealth Government do not 
materially assist in financing proposals 
under the promotion section of the 
Closer Settlement Acts, which involve an 
average expenditure of about £2,900 per 
farm. The Commonwealth Government 
refused to provide funds for this class 
of' soldiers' settlement, other than by 
way of an advance of £1,000 per settler 
(£625 for equipment and £375 for land, 
&c.). I may add that I contemplate .in­
troducing legislation during the present 
session, with a view to providing farms 
for all i:ptending settlers, including re­
turned soldiers. 

STATE WAR l\IUSE'C.:\I. 

Mr. JAQUES asked the PRE::.UER,­
(1) Is it a fact that the Government 
has been requested to make its selection 
of war trophies for the State war 
museum? (2) If so, will he expedite its 
selection, in order that the municipali­
ties and shires may have their quota? 
(3) Is it a fact that the Government has 
decided against the establishment of a 
war museum? 

Ansu:er,-(1) Yes. (2 and 3) The 
State Government regards the establish­
ment of a war museum as a Common­
wealth obligation entirely. This decision 
has been communicated to the Federal 
authorities, who are now arranging for 
the direct distribution of the guns 
amongst the municipal bodies within the 
metropolitan area. 
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QUESTIONS, WITHOUT .NOTICE~ 

'GUARA~TEED PRICE FOR WHEAT. 

l\Ir. OAKES: I desire to know 
wheth·r the Premier has any information 
to gi'"e to the Rouse with regard to the 
guaranteed pric .. of 7s. 6d. pP.t' busht'l for 
whea.• in connection with the forthcoming 
harvest 1 The fanners arc concerned at~ to how the. guarantee actually staads, 
and I desire to know whether the 
GoYernment ltas mat!e any arrangement 
with the Federal Government a~> to the 
paym ... nt' of irs contributinn of 5s. per 
buehel1 Can a statement he made at 
OI•Ce, as many farmers a• e threatening io 
(:ut their crop~ for hny 1 

1\lr. J. STOHEY: Tho qc.estion the 
hon. member has »sked me is one that 
might reasonaLly be postpon'ed,until the 
Minister for Agriculture returns from 
Melbourne, where he is at present en­
gaged on the waiter of the wheat pool. 
I fancy the hon. membot· is in \ITO!' when 
he says that the farmers are agitated 
because of some alleged unr·ertainty as 
to the attitude that may be assumed 
towards them. 

Mr. J. C. L FITZPATRICK: 'fhe Dubbo 
farmers are agitated anyhow ! 

Mr. J. STOH.EY: The mere fact that the 
lion. member for Eastern Suburbs (M:r. 
Oakes )is askingtheq::estion, and not one of 
the representatives of the farmers in t.he 
country districts, indicates th<tt whilst it · 
may be that farmers of \Va"erley-the 
persons who, vulgarly speaking, farm the 
farmers-are agitated, it does not appear 
that the real farmers are at all concerned. 
I c;m say to the hon. member that the 
Government's attitude on the, matter ig 
definite, as is also the attitude of the 
Federal Government. The Common­
wealth authorities have. guarantee.d 5s. 
per bushel to the farmer. This Labour 
Government, fot· the first time in history, 
has guarantePd half-a-crown per bu:;;hel, 
making a total guarantee to the farmer 
of 7s. 6d. for his whefLt this year. 

Captain CHAFFEY : 'When is the money 
to be paid 1 

Mr. J. STOREY: There is no am big-. 
uity so fat· as the farmers are concPrned, 
and no uncertainty so far as the Govern­
ment is concerned, nor have we given . 
any inclicaLion of such a character as 
w-ould leave that impression. Under 

those· cit·<;umstance~, I have to assume 
that the agitation. referred to by t~e !ton. 
member Mr. Oak·,.s· i~ more imaginary 
than real. 

Captain CHAFIJEY : In view of the. 
Premier'>~ reply· to the hon. member Mr. 
Oakes, I wish to ask if he is -aware that a 
very grave question is agitating the 
minds of the wheat farmers of this State 
-not so much the question of the 
amount of the guamntee as to how and 
when the 7s. 6d. i~ to be: paid. The ques­
tion in doubt is as to whether the Gov­
ernment is prepared to pay the 7s. 6d. 
cash on delivery at country railway 

· ~tations or whether the farmer will have 
to be content with half-a-crown. If so, 
will the Premier take the matter into 
serious consideration, with a view to 
makin"' a statenwnt at an eal'lv date as to 
the m;thod it is proposed tr;' adopt in 
paving the amount guaranteed 1 

Mr. J. STOREY: I shall be glad if 
tho hon. member will repeat his question 
on Thursday night when tl1P. Minister for 
Agriculture returns. So fHr as I could 
gather frnm the Minister, when discussing 
the matter recently with him, the most 
important fact is tl,at whilst we may be 
in a position to determine what will be 
done with the half-crown representing the 
State's portion of the guarantee, it is 
clearly a matter for the l!'edP.ral,Govern­
ment itRelf as to how it proposes to pay 
itf.l share. This is the sn bject of discus­
sion and negotiarion now betwePn the 
wheat p"~ol and t.he Federal Govpr·nmet.t, 
and I shall be glad if the hun. member 
will repeat his question on Thursday, 
when I am sure tbe Minister, Captain 
Dunn, will give an answer .• 

MINERS' ACCID¥NT RELIEF FUND. 

l\fr. DAVIES: I wish to ask the ~iin­
ister for Mines whether, in view of the 
fact that miners can· receive from the 
1\iiners' Accident Relief Fund rnly the 
small allowance of 15s. ·per week, with 5s. 
for each chile!, he wilf consider tho advis­
ableness of increasing the allo ,,·ance com­
tnPiisumte with the increase in the cost of 
living 1 

Mr .. r. C. L. FITZP'ATRJCK : Will' 
the Minister make inquiries in his depart­
ment to ascertain to what extent any in­
crease can be made, in view of the funds 
a'"ailable 1 
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Mi:. CANN: In answer to the hon. 
member :Nh. Davies I may say .that no 
increased. al1owance can be paid ft·om the. 
Miners' Accident Relief Fund. However, 
I will have the mattet· fully inquired 
into. Perh11ps it may be possible to do 
something on the lines of the Police Pen­
sion Fund, and have the increase granted 
from the consolidated revenue. I will go 
into the case to see if anything can be 
done along those lines. 

CONTROL OF· RAILWAYS: HIGH COURT 
JUDC:MENT. 

Sir GEORGE FULLER: I wish to 
ask the Premier, in regard to the judgment 
given by the High Court of Australia 
last week, the effect of which is to take 
away ft·om the control of the State Gov­
ernment 1 t.he railwtty and other public 
services, whether he has yet received 11. 

copy of that judgment, and whether he has 
had an opportunity to consider it ; and if 
so, is he prepared to give the House a.ny 
information 1 

Mr. J. STOREY : So far I have not 
received a copy of the judgment referred 
to. Neither have I had time to consider 
the matte1·. Of course I saw in the newR­
papers the fact that the judgment had 
been delivered but until I am placed in 
possession of a copy it is impossible for 
me to express any view. 

BULLOT MEAT PROCESS. 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: I wish to ask 
the Premier if his attention has been 
drawn to an article in the Bulletin, of the 

. 2nd instant, dealing with the Bullot meat 
process 1 Is the Pl'emier aware that this 
valuable preserving process has been em­
ployed for a considerable time with great 
satisfaction in the Orange district, anrl 
there is a grave possibility of the process 
being lost to the State by reason of cer­
tain action taken by the pure food autho­
rities 1 'Will the Premier have inquiries 
made with a view to• getting some finality 
to the advantage of the State 1 

Mr. J. C. L .. FITZPATRICK: On t.he 
same ·subject I would like to ask the 
Premier if he \Vill caut>e inquiry to be 
made as to whether the Board of Health 
did not conduct nn investigation into this 
same process and give its support and 
sanction to it, on the ground that no detri-

ment would -be caused to the public health 
from the consumption of the preserved 
meat 1 , 

Mr. J. STOREY: T'n answer to the 
hon. member Mr. Bruntnell I may say 
that I have not time to read the daily 
papers, let 'alone the Bulletin. In answer 
to the hon. member Mr. Fitzpatrick . 
my reply is that owing to the con­
flict of opinion that appear!'! to exist 
amongst hon. members themselves I think 
they had both better give notice of their 
questions. 

POLICE FORCE. 

Mr. LEY: In view of the information 
furnished by his department that the 
police force is undermanned to the extent 
of 192, and· in view of the reported in­
crease of offences against the person and 
property of citizens, will the Colonial 
Secretary be good enough to inform the 
House what steps he proposes to take to 
remedy this condition of affairs 1 

Mt·. DOOLEY: I have already dis­
cussed the matter with the Inspector­
General of Police, and as' soon as his 
report is made available I will furnish 
the information to hon. members. 

REPORTS OF HOUSE CONSTABLE. 

Mr. Bl\.OOKFIELD : I wish to ask 
the Colonial Secretary if he will make 
a.vailable the rPpot·ts of the House con­
stable for the last six months of 1917, 
a11d the whole of 1918? 

Mr. DOOLEY : As a. rule there is no 
. objection to any hon. member of the­
House seeing papers. I do not know 
what report the hon. member is referring 
to, but if he will call upon me I shall be 
only too pleased to give him any informa­
tion I can. 

COST OF GAS FOR STREET LIGHTING. 

Mr. ARKINS: I desire to ask the­
Minister for Labour and J ndustry whether 
ho is aware of a l'm·ious position that has 
occurred in various municipn.lities in the 
metropolitan aren, following upon a notice 
issued by the Australian Gaslight Com­
pany, that the rate for each street light 
was to be increased from £3 15s. to £8 
per year; and further, in view uf'the fact. 
.th1tt the Minister states in to-Jay's news­
papers that he bas no powers under the 
Gas Act of 1912, to deal with the Gas-
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light Company, is he prepared to bring 
in 'legislation to alleviate the very serious 
position which is prevalent to-day through­
out the Sydney municipalities 1 

Mr. CANN : In reply to the bon. 
member, I am aware that there ha!i been 
a good deal of disturbance among the 
local municipalities with regard to the 
increase in the price of the gas used in 
street lamps, hut I wish to st'&te that the 
Government is in no way responsiblo for 
that, and l have notified to that effect 
the various municipal councils that have 
communicated with my department. I 
have also referred the whole question to 
the Necessary Commodities Control Com-
mission for il}Yestigation. · 

HO~. ME:YIBERS PAIRED. 
Mr. LAZZARINI: I should like to 

remoYe a wrong impression in connection 
with the vote which was taken in this 
House last Thursday night. It has been 
-publi.::ly sbttccl that the hon. member Mr. 
Cann and the bon. member Mr. Bennett 
werc\ahsent from the House without 
pairs. I should like to state that those 
gentlemen were paired by me. 

1-Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. HosKrxs: Quite correct. 

CLOSING GAOLS. 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: I desire to a8k 
the Assistant Minister for J usticn a ques­
tion without notice. · Does the bon. gen­
tleman remember a speech which he made 
.in ~by last, in the northern part of the 
State, when he proposed closing a num­
l:Jer of gaols 7 Can the bon. member in­
form the Hr.use how many gaols have 
been cJ.osed since that date, and what bas 
been the saving to the State 7 

Mr. l\fcKELL: In answer to the hon. 
.gentleman, I would like to say that since 
that date the gaol at Armidale has been 
-dosed. I could not from memory give 
him the saYing which has resulted, 
but if the hon. member likes to put the 
·question on the notice-paper, I shall find 
.out for him what the saving has been. 

W AI:. GRATUITY BONDS OF STATE 
E.\IPLOYEES. 

:Major SHII.LI~GTO~: I desire to 
ask the- Colonial 'l'rea~mrer whethct· he 
informed the Premiers' Conference in 

:Melbourne in :L\lay last that his Govern­
ment bad agreed to cash the wa1· gratuity 
bonds of State employees 1 Will he be 
good enough to say what steps have been 
taken to carry out that undertaking, and 
can he say how it is that the Railway 
Commissioners' employees have so far 
been unable to .get their war gratuity 
bonds cashed 1 

Mr. LANG : J did not; inform the 
Prerniers'\.Confcren~e that the present 
Government had undertaken to cash the 
war gratuity bonds of Government em. 
ployeeR. I did notify the Premiers' Con­
ference thltt Mr. Holman on the eve of 
the Federal elections had promised that 
his Government would do so. We are 
informed that to pay cash for these war 
gratuity bonds of Government employees 
will cost, roughly, £1,000,000. The Gov­
ernment is now endeavouring to see bow 
it can get the money in order to honor 
the promise which was made by the late 
Government. 1 

SAFETY OF SOUTH COAST MINES. 

Mr. RROOKFIELD: I wish to ask 
the Minister for Mines whether, seeing 
that the Government mining inspectors 
have reported most unfavourably on a 
couple of coal-mines in the South Coast 
district, be will take steps to see that the 
wishes of the Government inspectors are 

· carried out, and, if it is impossible to en­
force the mining companies to carry out 
the wishes of the inspectors, whether the 
Government will take steps to remove the 
men from those places to other mines, 
which the inspectors consider to be safe 7 

Mr. DAVIES: On the same question, 
I would like to know whether the Minister 
will make available thfl latest report of 
the mines inspector in regard to the 
Helensburgh mine ? 

Mr. CANN: With regard to the re­
pot·t on the Mount Kembla mine, I think 
that that bas been made public through 
the press, and as far as the commissioner's 
recommendations are concerned in thn.t 
pn.rticulo.r instance they will be followed 
up by the issue of an order bearing on th• 
lines of his report. 

Mr. BROOKFIELD : Thank yqu! 
Mr. CANN: In connection with the 

report of the mining inspector with re­
gard to the Helensburgh mine, it is not 
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thfl usual practice:to ·make these reports. 
public, but if any hon. member likes .to 
make application to my rlepartment, the 
report will be made available for him to 
peruse. 

TROUBLE IN THE IRON TRADES. 

Sir GEORGE FULLER: I dPsire to 
ask the Premiet· a question without notice 
in regard to the position which has arisen 
in the iron trades in the city of Rydney. 
I understand that the Premier, recognis­
ing the seriousness of the position, pro­
posed to take the matter in'to considera­
tion at a Cabinet meeting this morning .. 
I should like to know whether the Pre­
mier has come to any determination··in 
connectioa with ·this matter, and, if so, 
whether he is prepared to communicate 
the result to this House 1 

Mr.J. STOREY: Inanswcrtotheleader 
of the Opposition, J. have to say that, in 
replying to a question by a, reprPsentative 
of the press, [ did say that I proposed to 
make a statement to-day in regard to the 
matter. Howevet·, as the Government 
has been all day enga~ed in a discussion 
npon the estimate;;, J. have found it so 
far impossible to give any attention to 
the subject which the leader of the Oppo­
sition refers to, but I hope to do so later 

·in the day. 

PROVIDJNG FOJ;t RETURNED SOLDIERS. 
lHr. J. R. LEE : Can the Colonial 

Secretary inform me whether it is a fact 
that, speaking at Lithgow in April last, 
ho stated that the Government was pre­
paring a scheme by which every returned 
soldier would be provided for in two 
months, at the latest 1 I£ so, will he be 
good enough to 'furnish the House with 
some information regarding that ~cheme, 
seeing that four months have elapsed 
since the statement was made 1 

:Mr. DOOLEY: That stntemenb was 
made, but not by me. I think it wa.s the 
late Premier, Mr Holman, who said that. 
I did not make any statement o£ the kind. 

DUMPING AND WEIGHING WHEAT. 

.:\Jr. GRIMM: I desire to ask the 
Minister for Railwa.ys, whether he is 
aware of 'the fact that a bount1ful wheat 
harvest is ha:Qpily almost assured, anrl 
that several new railways are in cour'>e of 

construction, traversing the wheat 'belt, 
iwrespect of which there is little prospect; 
of their completion before the lmrvest 
is garnered 1 As ,a great service would 
be rendered to the agriculturiRb; in 
those districts by the eal'!y selection of 
i:lites for wheat stacking, and by installing 
weigh bridges, will he confer with the Chief 
Con1missionet· for Railways on the subject, 
in order that the wheat m<ty be deposited 
on sites in places where the. railways are. 
not completed 1 · 

· Mr. ESTELL : I will confer with the 
Railway Commissioners, and see what.· 
can be done to be of the most assistance 
possible to tl;le farmers in connection with 
the next wheat harvest. 

PETROL TRAIN MOTORS ON .BARRABA 
LINE. 

Captain CHAFFEY: I cle'>ire to ask 
.the Minister for Railways if be is aware 
tha.t the people residing in the districts 
of Manilla, Barmba, and adjoining centres 
only receive a mail service three times a, 

week, because the train only funs to-· 
Barraba three days each week 1 In view 
of the experiments carrier! out on the 
North Coa'>t, with petrol driven train 
motors, will the Minister dis~uss with the 
Railway Commissioners the urgent neces­
sity for utilising tractors of that nature 
to run on the spur line from Tamworth 
to Barraba, for the purposes of carrying 
mails, passengers, and perishables 1 

Mr. ESTELL: I shall be very pleased 1 
to accede to the request of the bon. mem­
ber. 

GREAT COBAR COPPER MINE. 

Mr. DAVIDSON : I desire to ask the 
Secretary for Mines ba., his attention 
been dr~twn to the fact that the receivers 
of the Gre1tt Cobar Company are dispos­
ing of the assets of the company, princi­
pally the machinery, at tlw GYeat Cobar 
mine; and will he give consideration to 
the reports received by his department, so­
as to determine what would be to the best. 
ad l'antage for the resuscitation of the· 
mining industry; ~tnd bas he received 
any report from the mines inspector in 
connection with a cenain proposition I put 
to him in hi• department 1 • 

Mr. CANN : \Vith regard to Cobar 
.I have had two reports called for. The 
first report was very unfai'Ourable to 
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the Government undertaking any liability 
with regard to the mining industry at 
Cobar. The next report I called for and 

.received was a comprehensive report by 
the inspector of the MineR Dep!trtmPnt 

, with regard to the cost. of un watering; 
the mines, &c: The report- was to the 
effect that it would cost .£143 per week 
to keep the chi"f mines unwatered. The 
inspector reported that he would let the 
Govermnent know further as to what his 
opihions were, and "hether a. suitable 
site could be obtained, and wbat would be 
th~ best process for treating the copper, if 
it was found to be a payable proposition. 

THE BASIC WAGE. 

Mr. BAGNALL: £ desir11 to af<k the 
Premier if it is his intention to carry out 
the promise made by him as leader of the 
Labour party, during the election cam­
paign, to have the basic wage declared by 
the Board of Trade applied to railway 
employees from the date of its declara· 
tion 1 

Mr. J. STOREY: The.matterrefcrred 
to by the bon. member is of such import­
ance that I think be ought to give me 
notice of it. As a matter of fact, the 
question is one which might ,·ery well be 
·replied to by the Minister for Railways. 

THE MODEL LODGING-HOUSE. 

Mr. MINAHAN: I desire to ask the 
Colonial Treasurer whether the Model 
Lodging-house is under the control of the 
Tt·easurer; and, if so, whether iL i;; a fact 
that thi~ building has been leased to certain 
big shipping companies; and, if it bas been 
leased to these shipping companies, what 
are the names of the companie~, and wha.t 
ar·c the terms of the lease,·and does the 
Treasurer intend to restore the building 
to its former use 1 

Mr. SPEAKEH : Order! The bon. mem­
ber should not read out a list of ques-· 
tions, as he is doing. He should give 
notice of them in the ordinary way. 
It ill not in accordance with the rules of 
the House for an bon. member to read 
out a whole string of questions. 

Mr. ESTELL: For the information of 
·the bon. memher, I might say that t.he 
Model Lodging-housP, after it was handed 
over by the Harbour Trust, bP.came the 
charge of the Secretary for Public Works. 

I.a.m at present dealing with th':l matter, 
and if the. bon memb!'r will put his ques- 1 

tions in writing I shall be only too 
pleased to te~l him in reply what I pro­
pose. to do with regard to this matter. 

Mr . ...l\I:.IN-.A.H.AN ;, I will. pot my ques­
tions in writing. 

BOLSH[<}VIKS I~ AUSTRALIA. 

Mr. ARK INS: 1 desire t0 ask the 
Premier is he aware that recent.ly in 
the daily press ·tl,e Russian BolshP,·ik 
Consul in AustraliA, Simonoff, stated that 
owing to Federal interference thoumnd>~ 
of persons in Australia were unable 
to go to Russia with the intention to 
reside there; and, in view of that 
statement, will 1 he Premier make over­
tures .to the Ft-dP.J'al Government to give 
these anti-Australian pro-Bolsheviks every 
chance of going to what they presume 
to be a paradise-Russia 1 

Mr. J. STOREY: I am very loth to 
refuse to answet· questions, but really this 
is a que~tion which affects the Federal 
Government. The hon. gentleman, I am 
sure, will acquit me of any discour­
tesy if I say that after the statement 
which has been made in the newspapers 
by ~Ir. Hug_hes, setting out comprehen­
sh-ely and clearly wh~tt he proposed to 
do in this connection, it is unnecessary for 
me to make any representations to the 
hon. gentleman's leader .in the Federal 
Parliament as to what he should do. 

CABLE TO DJ~ VALERA. 

Mr. OAKES: I desire to ask the Pre­
mier has he received any answer to the 
cable signed by himself and sent to 
De Valera1 

Mr. J. STOREY : I am afraid that the 
hon. gentleman, like a number. qf other 
bon. members, is drawing very largely 
upon his ima!!ination. I surpo>e that; js 
due to the fact that this Home was in 
recess for 101 days before Parliament 
met. I haYe t.o gay to the hon. gentle­
man that J ne,-er heard of that gentle­
man before in this Pailiament, nor have 
I heard of· anything he may have to do 
with it, nor that he has any influence 
with this House. As the question put 
by the bon. member has no bearing with 
regard to anything done in Australia, I 
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-shall be delighted to answm· it. If the hon, 
gentleman will 'Vl'ite rue with regar·d to the 
•matter, I will make rcpresentntions to 
De Valera· in order to see how he is getting 
-on in Ireland. 

-<JOAL-:1-HNERS' INCOME-TAX l{ETURNS. 

1\ir. DAVIES : I de!4ire to ask the 
·Colonial Treasurf:'r whether, in view of 
the fact that the wages returns of certain 
miners, compilerl for income-tax pUt·poses, 
have been made public, will he consider 
the advisability of making public the 
income-tax returns of coa.l-owners, such 
. as John Brown and othet"!l 1 

Mr. LANG: I am not aware that any 
-coal-miners' i11come-tax: returns were 
made public. I haYe always been under 
the impression, and am still under the 
"impression, that all income-tax returns 
,are absolutely confidential. 

THRE.-\TENED RESIGNATION OF 
MR. MUTCH. . 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: I desire to ask 
the Premier whether his attention has 
been drawn to a report in the daily press 
containing the very serious t.hreat of one 
of his colleagues that he would resign 
from the CaLinet unless he procured cer­
tain moneys to be paid to teachers of the 
Education Department ; will the Premier 
inform the Rouse whether Cabinet has 
·capitulated to the demands of the bon. 
gentleman; and, if not, what steps does 
the Government propose to take~ 

Mr. J. STOREY : In answer to the bon. 
.-gentleman, I may say that on the day on 
which Mr. Mutch is reported to have maue 
a statement in the newspapers to the effect 
that he would resign unless the school 
teachers got their increases, I am informed 
that in accordance with the custom when 
Ministers are travelling, officers of the 

. Department of Public Instruction had sup­
plied the Minister witJ.:t a large number 

·of papers so that he might peruse them. 
Mr. Mutch having, l presume, perused 
these papers, and having come across so 
many such thr'eats by his predecessors, 
quite inadvertently made another state­
ment which added to the list of threats 
-of resignation by Mini&ters; but, of c~urse, 
he has no intention of carrying out his 
.threat. 

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT. 

~1r. DRU1\1MUND: T desire to ask 
the Secretary for Lands is it a fact that 
numbers of properties offered for soldier 
sottlement have been tied up for lono 
periodR, and, if so, will he, in' justicel:o aU 
parties concerned, take s~eps 'to have the 
p~r?hases completed at an early date, or, 
fMimg that., releas~ the vendors from their 
contract!'~? 

. ~~-.LOUGHLIN: Some of the nego­
t1at10ns have befln held up, but in many 
casPs the delay has been entirely due to 
the vendors refusing to supply the infor­
mation for which they had been asked . 
As a general thing, I may say that for 
the past two or three months I have been 
endeavouring to expedite these cases 
where possible. 

STATE LOTTERY. 

Mr. HOSKINS : I desire to ask the 
Premier whether the Government has de­
finitely decided to "raise the wind" by 
means of a State lottery; and, if so, will 
all the gambling dens in Sydney be re­
lieved o£ further .Prosecutions if the Gov­
ernment decides to carry the proposed­
lottery into effect 1 

Mr. J. STOREY: I have to say that 
Cabinet has not so far considered the pro­
position referrec:Yt.o by the hon. member. 
I may add, however, that it is quite pos­
sible the Government will shortly be 
called upon to consider that proposition in 
conjunction with a laqe numbe1· of other 
propositions. As regards the number of 
gambling dens in the city, the hon. gen­
tlemltn appears to know a good deal more 
about them than I do. The Government, 
I can assure the House generally, knows 
nothing about gambling dens, nor does its 
members frequent them. 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: They fre­
quent racecourses! 

Mr. J. STOREY: Yes, racecourses, 
where every man can go, and so long as 
he goes there in the daylight, when every­
one can see him, there is no objection. 
~iy great objection is to pecple going to 
places where there is no daylight. I say 
to the hon. gentleman Mr. Hoskins that 
if there are gambling dens in the city, 
they were there during the time the hon . 
gentleman's Government was in office, and 
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he, surely, does not expect my GO\'ernment 
to set out to eradicate the whole of the 
plagms created during the time the hon. 
gentleman's friends were in office. 

WAR GRATUITY HO~DS. 

Major SHILLINGTON : I desire to 
ask the Colonial 'frrasurer if tho delay in 
cashing war gratuity bonds held by State 
employees is duP. to financial stringency, 
will he consider the expediency of issu­
ing negotiable deuentures for the war 
gratuity bonds, so that the employees 
may obtain the cash they need by dispos­
ing of the debentures at par on the Ex­
change in the ordinary way 7 

Mr. LANG : I am afra.id the hon. 
member is asking me to depart from ~orne­
thing the Commonwealth Government has 
done in order to protect the soldier:~. It 
is their security. I do not see any advan­
tage in replacing the war gratuity bonds 
by State securities. 

MR. JU~TICR E\VING'S CLAD! ON THE 
COM~~ONWEALTH GOVERNMENT. 

1\:Ir. J. C. L. FIT ZP ATR 1 CK : I desire 
to ask thP. Premier whether he has 'come 
across a statement in this afternoon's 
pres'~ to the effect th~t Mr. Justice Ewing 
has drawn upon the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment to the exten.; of £6,000 for con­
ducting an investigation into certain 
affairs in the Northern Territory; whether 
included in that. amount is the cost of his 
wife'il maintenance in Sydney,Melbourne, 
and Brisbane; whether, in addition to 
that, the cost of a nu111ber of curios 
which he purchased in the Northern Ter­
ritory is charged against the Common­
wealth Government; whether he w_Ql 
make inquiries with a view of ;~.scertaining 
to what extent bt> will be saved the neces­
sity of meeting monetary obligations of 
that kind; and whether, if the question 
is put to him as to whether curios shall 
be secured for the benefit of Mr. JusticP. 
E_:.dng, he will take tell of the I. vV. vV. 
men as curios 1 

:M:r. J. STOREY: As I have already 
explained to the House I have not had an 
opportunity to read this afternoon's papers 
nor this morning's papers either. I am 
therefore' unable to say whether Mr. 
Justice Ewing has put in a claim for 
£6,000. I may be permitted to add that 

, 2u 

if he is to be paid according to the value 
of the work done by him in the Northern 
Territory I should sa.y, if he has put in 
such, a claim, I do not see why he should 
have gone to the Northern Territory for 
the purpose of obtaining curio~ instead of 
coming to the 'New South Wales l'arlia­
ment. 

l\lOTOR CAR ACCIDENTS. 

Mr. :BAGNALL: I desire to ask the 
Colonial Secretary whether his attention 
has bePn drawn to the number ·of acci­
dents in the city. caused by motor-car 
drivers; if so, will hE' communicate with 
the Jnspectot·-General of Police with the 
view of taking drastic steps to limit the 
speed of motor vebicles7 Jf becau~e of 
the existing regulations he is unable to 
deal with this pressing matter, will he 
introduce the nec~ssary legislation, in 
view of the large number of accidents 
which occur each yea,r, ar,d which are 
rapidly increasing in nu.mber, seeing that 
there is now serions risk im·olvcd to 
citizens in croR;ing the streets 1 

Mr. DOOLEY: I ~ball take the mattPr 
into consideration, and any information I 
can get will be supplied. 

VACANCY I~ MURRAY ELECTORATE. 

Sir GEORGF. FULLER : In view of 
the fact that th•: efforts made by yourself 
Mr. Speaker, to h:tve the vacancy in the 
Murray constituency filled, have been 
rendered ine:ffecti\·e through the action of 
the Gover~ment, acting on t~~e recom­
mendation ofthe Chief Electoral Officer, I 
-desire to ttsk the Premier whether he 
proposes to take any steps to fill the 
vacancy, and, if so, when ; or does he 
propose to leave the people in the Murray 
constituenc.v partly disfranchised 1 

JH r. J. STOREY: The present Gov­
ernment is not l:esponsiblefor there being 
r.o machinery to provide for a by-election. 
The hon. member must be aware of the 
fact t.bat he himself for several months 
was grappling, so we are credibly in­
formed, with the problem, and he gave it 
up as hopeless .. 'fhe Government bas the 
matter under consideration, and so soon 
as machinery can be devised to fill the 
vacancy created by the appointment of 
Mr. Beeby to a judgeship it will be done. 
At the present moment we are inviting 
suggestions from the daily press of the 
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city-r.nd from the intellects of the Opposi­
. tion, but so fa.r there has been no re­
Rponse. It will of courdP, as in other 
case.•, devolve upon the GovPmmPnt to 
!lnd a sclution for the difficulty created 
bv the hon. member':; Government under 
p~·oportiomtl rtpresentation. If there 
has been one sound suggestion put before 
my colleague.:;_ ami myself for simplifying 
the position it i~ that the hon. mem b01 s 
Mr O'Brien and Mr. Ball should resign 
their seats, and let the matter be fought 
out on the ~ystem of propurtiunal repre­
sentation. 

La.&tr, 

l\1r. BALL: I df'sire to a!'lk the Pre · 
mier a further question with regard to 
the filling of the vucaney in the Murray 
electorate. As one of the members for 
the Murray 1 am quite willing to accept 
the Premier's suggestion to resign if Mr. 
O'Brien also resigns so as to agAin con­
test the election, provided that the Pre­
mier is willing to pay the personal ex­
penses. 

Mr. J. STOREY : I would be delighted 
personally to pay -the expenses of the 
bon. members but I could not pledge the 
Govemment to do so. 

AGIST~lEXT FEES. 

Mr. MAIN : I do·;.;ire to ask the Secre­
tary for La,ncis whether the soldier 
settlers are to be paid agistment fees for -
the departmental a11d other stock depas­
turecl on their blocks during the late 
drought;. and, if ~o, what amount the, 
settlers on JJimaseer will get, and when 
will they be paid ~ 

l\:Ir. LOUGHLIN: They will ce.rtainly 
be paid the agistment fees. I cannot say 
what amount::; will b~ paid, nor when 
they will be paid. 

ADVERTISING HOARDINGS. 

lVIr. ARKINS .: I desire to ask the 
Colonial Secretary whether he is aware 
that indi;:;criminate bill-posting has taken 
place in the city and suburbs during the 
last few months, damaging property, and 
detracting from the general beauty 1 In 
view of the fact. that the City Council of 
Sydney and other councils have nut mflde 
any regulations to deal with this objec­
tionable practice, will the Minister see 

that somtthing is clone by means of legis­
lation to preserve the bea,uty of Sydney 
and suburbs 1 

Mr. DOOLEY : I have seen about the 
city of Sydney some adverti~ements 
posted by a theatrical company that I 
thiuk ought not to be displayed. My 
department hus ~ertain restricted powers ~ 
at present, and I lutve been looking into 
the matt.•r to ~ee if we can get a better 
means of controlling ad \·ertising matter. 

FINANCIAL Sl'ATE:-.IE~T. 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRIUK: I de­
sire to ask the Colonial Treasurer if he ' 
can say when he will make the financial 
statement; further, will he, prior·to its 
delivery, lay on the table of the House , 
papPrs which it is customary to make 
available to members 1 

Mr. LANG: As soon as I am in a 
position to do so, I ~hall let the hon. 
member know 'vhen I shall make the 
statement. He can rest assured that the 
House will not get less information in 
the forthcoming budget than has been 
aflorcied in recent budgets. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FOODSTUFFS. 

Mr. PERDH.IAU: I desire to ask the 
Premier whether, in view of the fact that­
the House wive's Association of New South 
Wales desires to establish co-operati{·e 
distributing centres in all suburbs and 
towns to distribute all commodities, the 
G•)vernment will comider the desirability 
of appointing an expert organiser, who 
will be prepared to visit a.ny centre when 
required, to ad vise and as;;ist the organ­
isers in the formation of such co-operative 
concerns. 

Mr. J. STOREY: The suggestion made 
by the bon. member is covered by a pro­
Yision in the Anti-Profiteering Bill. 

CONVEYANCE OF SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

Captain CHAFFEY : I desire to ask 
the Mjnister ·of Public Instruction 
whether he is aware that there ace a 
number of outstanding accounts in con­
nection with the conveyance of- children 
to country schools 1 Is he aware that the 
subsidy is paid to parents who take ad­
vantage of a vehicle to send their children 
to school, but in cases where the children 
ride to school no such subsidy is paid~ 
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\Vill he inquire into the mat'er with a 
view to providing that where childr .... n 
ride to sc~ool on hor,eback the parout!'l 
shall be sub~idised as are par~nts whose 
children are conveyed to school in a 
vehicle? . 

l\'Ir. ~1 Ul'CH: The subsidy is limited 
solely by the state of the finances. If the 
hon. member bring> under my notice any 
special ca:;:es, I ~,hall consider them on 
their merits. 

LIS~WR~~ SCHOOL PLAYGROUND. 

:Mr. NESBITT: I desire to ask the 
Minister of Public Instruction whether 
he is aware that the playground of the 
.di:;trid school at Lismore is congested 1 
Will he review the decision recently com­
municated to me by his department that 
the Minister did not favour the propo;:al? 
ls he aware that a request for an addi­
tional area adjoining the school ground 
has be"n made to eat.:h succes:si\·e Minister 
~~ince 1910-the Minister in the McGowen 
.Oovernment, the Hoi man Government, 
.the National Government, and now the 
present Government, and that in each 
case the request was rdusecl1 ·will the 
l\iinister, durin>; his visit to Lismoi·e this 
week, personally in'luire in to the matted 

M1·. MUTCH: There l•as been a 
deplorable want of foresi!.(ht on the part 
of previous Gv1·ernments in failing to 
anticip:1te the requirements of the :Eclu­
<:ation Department and a legacy has been 
left to me that no one Go1·ernment could 
carry. I shall make au im·estigation of the 
site mentioned by the hon. rnember when 
I visit the district at the end of this week, 
and will then judge for myself whether 
the financial ref!ources of the dep~trtment 
will enat.le us to do something in the way 
of relieving· the congestion which he st<ttes 
exists. 

RELIEF OF U~E~IPLOYME~T. 

Mr. BAGNALL: I desire to ask the 
Premier whether, on leaving office, the. 
late Government, as appears from official 
records, left some hundreds of men in the 
State out of employli1ent ~ Is he aware 
that since his Government bas been in 
office that number, according to official 
statements made by himself and the 
Minister for Labom and Industry, has 
increased to several thousands--I think 
the latest figures are pretty well up to 

the 20,000 mark~ Will the bon. gentle­
man give the House ~ome information as 
to wilnt the Government is doing to pro­
vide employment for those who are so un­
f.1rtLm'ttc!ly ~ituatecl ; and, fnrther, as to 
what step.:~ are being taken to provide· 
su:;tenance for the families of those who 
are unable to obtain employment 1 

l\Ir. J. STOREY : In answer to the 
hon. member, I wish to say it is true, as 
I stated originally, that there are a large 
number of men in the State out of employ­
ment, and it is trui>, as I also stated, th:tt 
there were a large number of nten· out of 
empl:.>yment when my· Government all· 
sumed olfice. It is true, too, that we have 
been able to provide employment for 
some thousands of these men; hut it ifl 
also true that, owing to the popularity of 
the present Government throughout Aus­
tralia, large numbers of people are flock­
ing from all the various States to New 
South 'Vales, and at present we find it 
next to impossible to provide for them all. 
We are, however, making strenuous efforts 
in certain directions to provide these 
people with suitable employment, and are 
hoping that, within a short time, 1ve shall 
have so far recovered our normal position 
that there will be very few people out of 
work. I m•Ly add, further, that whilP. it 
i~ at present a great ha,ndicap to New 
South Wales that people are coming here 
from other States, we shall benefit, no 
doubt, in the next financial vear-un­
fortunately, at the expense of the other 
States-by having an increased popula­
tion in New South Wales. 

'Mr. BAGNALL: Will the Premier 
deal with the htter part oi my question 
as to what steps are being taken to pro­
"ide susten<tnce for the families of those 
who are unable to obtain employment 1 

l\fr. J. STOH.EY : So far as I know, 
everybody who is known to be genuinely 
in need is being provided for. 

Mr. BAGNALL : Which Ministet· 
deals with that matter 7 

Mr. J. STORl!:Y: There are several 
Ministers dealing with it, much to my 
regret, and much to tbe Treasurer's regret 
also. I mean to say that we regret the 
necessity for it. The Minister for Labom· 
and Industry is providing, at Bunnerong 
farm, for a number of belpless people; the 
1\fini~ter for Public Health is providing 
for a number of people who a.re also iu 
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clistrcsF, and the Colonial Seeretar.v, as is 
the custom, is providing the usual food 
orders for e,·et·yonc who mal·es applica­
tion, and whose cas3 is proved to be 
ge!luine. 

PERSO~AL EXPLANATIO~. 

Mr. BUCKLEY: During the. debate· 
on tloe addre~s in reply I made reference 
to the bon. member l\ir. Anderson. I 
want to be quite fair to the hon. membet· 
if he feels that I have meant any oH'tmce 
to him. Ron. members know that I have 
been quite f~tir while in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKtm: ·Order! Docs the hon. 
member wish to make a personal explanfl­
tion 1 

:Mr. BUCKLEY: I have risen to ma.ke 
a personal explanation with regnrd to fL 

statement I made or> Thursday last re­
garding the bon. meutber l\1r. Anderson. 
I want to say tlmt no offence was meant. 
in regard to his chara~ter. I did mention 
in the course of the dehate a firm named 
\Veaver and Perry, but I did so in­
<l.dvertantly. The uame of ·weaver and 
P<!rry .iR that of a reputable firm of 
:tf!ents in this city, nr>d they resent the 
~tigma plac!'d upon them hy cltt~~ing them 
in the same category as the bon. member. 
for North ~ydney (Mr. ·weaver). 

Mr. SPEATo:Jt: Order! The bon. mem­
ber must not do that in future. The' hon. 
member rose to rnake a personal explana­
tion. He must not under co,·et· of a 
per~onal expl:wation makH a further at­
'tack upon another hon. n1Pmber of the 
House. U he do•·s so again, I shall have 
to deal with him in an etTectual manner. 

:;\lr. ANDERSON: I accept Mr. 
Buckley's explanation. He has done the 
right thing, and I appreciate it! 

SESSIONAL ORDERS. 
SITTI~G DAY;i. 

l\lotion (hy Mr. J. Storey) proposed: 
That, unless otherwise ordered, this Honse 

shall meet for the desp<ttch of business at 4 
o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, vVednesd<ty, and 
Thursday in each week. 

l\1r. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK (Bath­
mst) [5.36] : I do not want to be looked 
upon as being opposed to t.be hon. mem­
ber's ideas on this point ; I only want it 
t.o be recognised that if opposition is 
cffered to proposals of this type at the 

hrgiuning of the session·, that opposition 
mu~t be re~pected. I stand to that pro­
te,t. 

. Mt·. QUIRK. (Balmain) (5.37): In 
new of tlw questwn I submitted to the 
Go,·e··nmcnt at the l;leginuing of the ses­
sion, I :-;hould like to know, l·eforc the 
!tours of business are decided, wht"thet· the 
f:lO\"Cl"llll1ellt has CODSidet·Pd t.he aclvisa­
bil i t.y m· otherwise of :sitting from :} o'clock 
unt.il 10 o'l:lock each e,·ening. l\1y reason 
for asking for this information now is 
that I am de..;irous of seein.-r somethin..,. 
d . l d" . l 0 

<:> one m t 1e tree; ron a rearly indicated 
hy lllf'. I do not wi;;h to come into con­
tl•ct with my le!Lder or with my party in 
any tnattPr of this kind,,oeliF-ving as I d0o 
that they ~re desirous of giving full effect 
to the legislation embodi.-d in the Gov­
en:or's ~pee~.:h ; but I sboulcllike to knoW" 
if some a.gre~ment could not be arrivP.cla,t 
which would enable the House to meet at 
~ p.m. and ;tdjonrn n.t 10 p.m. 

~~·· \VE_ARNE (Namoi) [5.38]: If" 
tlm; ts the t.tme to object to any alteration 
in thfl sitting hom·s of the Rouse I de-. 
sire to do RO now. On behalf of c~untry 
members, I wish to put these ftLets before 
the House. It is utterly impossible fot· 
us couutry members, representing the 
J:.u·gc at·eas we do, to have our work 
finished-to interview different depart­
ments and to wait on different :VIinisters­
by 2 o'clocl< in the da1. 

Mr. J. ST.:n~RY: That is only a sug-
ge~tion! ' 

Mr. \VEARNE: I want to know 
whether it is to be adol'tcd. I do not 
want to see any ;tlteration made. 

Mr. QuiRK: I asked a quPstion to 
which the Premier has not replied ! 

Mr. SPRAKEH: The hon. member can 
nsk u. questiqn, but I cannot ·compel the 
Premier to reply. 

J\1r. _QumK: \Vould you be prepared 
then, str, to grant me an opportunity of 
giving not.ice of a. motion at this stage 1 . 

Mr. SPEAIOm: No. The hem. member 
will haYe an opportunity to-morrow of 
giving notice of a motion. 

Motion agreed to. 

ORDER OF BTISIN.EHS. 

Resolved (on motion by :Mr. J. STOREY) : 
(I) That during the present session, unless 

otherwise ordered, general business shall take­
precodencc of Go,·ernmcnt hu>incss uu Tues­
days. 
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(2) That general notices of motion and 
gene.-al orders of the rln,y shall take precodeuc" 
respectively on each altern!lte Tnesda~·· 

(3) That Government business shn,ll take 
precedence of general Luiliness on \Y eduesdays 
and Thursdays. 

SESSIONAL CO~DliTTEES. 
STANDING ORD};RS CO)DUTTEli:. 

1\fotion (by Mr. J. STotmY) proposed: 
That the Standing Orders Committee for the 

present session cousist of Mr. Speaker, i\1r. 
~tnat·t-Robertson,. Mr. Lazzarini, Mr. 1:lavin, 
l\lr. Bruntnell, !IJr. l'imon Hickey, Mr. John­
j!ton, Mr. \Veaver, ~ir George Fuller, and the 
mover, with leave ·to report on n,ny matter or 
thing referred to or pending before the said 
-committee, and to confer upon snhjects of 
mutual concernment with any committee ap· 
pointerl for similar purpooes Ly the Legislati,·e 
Council, and that Mr. Speaker be empowered 
to convene meetings of the committee. 

· :Uir. OAKES: I desire. to know 
whether, in the event of any vacancy 
occurring in this or any other of the ses­
sional committE>es; thP' Premier will see 
t;hat \\~tn new appointments are made the 
balance of partie!! is preserved. 

Mr. J. STOREY : I see no reason why 
the ordinay constitution of the com­
mittees should he varied in any way. 

· Motion agreed to. 

LIBRARY CO;IIMITTEE. 

Resolved (on motion by 1\:f r. J. STOREY) : 
That the Library Committee for the present 

session consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bruntnell, 
Mr. Bagnall, Mr. !Jrummoud, 1\lr. Simon 
Hickey, Mr. Grei.[!, Mr. Gosling, Mr. Da,·ies, 
1\Ir. J. R. Lee, and the mover, with authority 
and power to a.ct jointly with the Library 
Committee of the Le.~o<islative Council, in accord­
ance with the Assembly's resolutiou uf 6th 
August, 1862. 

REFBEHIHIE!"T CO~IMITTEI!. 

Resolved (on motion by Mr. J. STOREY): 
That the Refreshment Committee for the pre­

sent session consi•tof Mr. Speaker, Mr. Grimm, 
Mr. \Yeaver, ~·1 r. Frank Bnrke, i\l r. ,J. "'·Doyle, 
Mr. Molesworth, l\Ir. McClellancl, Mr. Wearne, 
Mr: Buttenshaw, ancl the mO\'er, with authority 
to act in matters of mutual concernment with 
-any ,committee appointed for similar purposes by 
the Legislative Council. 

PRI!"TI!"U COMMI'ITF.E. 

Resolt·erl (on motion by l\k J. STOREY). 
(I) That the Printing Committee for the 

,present se&sion consist of ~Jr. Oakes, :i\ir. 
Kearsley, Mr. B.-nnett, :i\fr. Nesbitt, Mr. 
Brooktield, Major Conndl, Mr. Ely. Captain 
Chall't>y, and the moHr, t-> whom are hereby 

referred all papers (except such as the standing 
orders or the House <lirect·shall be pr~utetl, 
reports from •elect committt>es on private bills, 
estimates of expenditure, and estimates of Ways 
an<l Means) which may be laid upon the table 
of the House. It shall be the duty of such 
committ"" to report from tin.e to time which of 
the papers ref.,rrNI to them ought, in their 
opinion, to be prontcd, and wheth.,r in full or 
in abstract, and it shall be in the power of the 
committee t., order such papers, or abstracts 
thereof, to be prepared for press by the clerk 
in atteudauce upon such committee, and such 
papen or ahstracts shall be printed unless thll 
HousP. otherwise order. 

(2) That the Clerk of the House ehall cause 
to be print.-d, as a mn,tter of course, .. !l reports 
from tllll Printiug Committee. 

(3) That the committ~e have leave to sit 
during the sittings of the House. 

. CHAIRi\IAN OF C0)1MITTEES. 

Mr. LAZZARINI ('Vestcrn Suburbs) 
(5.47] moved: 

That Robe1·tJ ames Stuart- Rohertson, Esquire, 
he Chairmau of Connnitt!les of th~ whole House 
for the pr~sent >essiou. 

He said: The hon. member 1\:Ir. Stuart­
Robertson has been a member of this 
Hou~e for about thirteen yE>ars. He has, 
during that time, represent.eu an impor· 
tant constituency, and has maintained 
tho confidence of the people for the whole 
period. During hi~ membership here he 
has displayed an intelligent and keen 
intere;t in all the legislative proposals 
which have been suhnoitted for our con· 
sideration, and his contrilmtions to debate 
in the committee stage~ of important 
bills have been invaluable. Further, it 
can be truthfully said that although he. 
has been a keen part.isan, and has through­
out been true to his party, he has always 
been a fair opponent, and has never done 
anything calculated to breed enmity be· 
tween himself a:nd members on the oppo· 
~ite side. This i<:~ something to his credit. 
While I.e was prepared to put up a hard 
fight fot· the principles in which he be­
lieved, and to which he was pledged, he, 
never allo,ved his politicnl ditlerences to 
cause u11kind personal feeling to arise 
Letween him and his opponents. That is 
something we shoulu alh:trive for. He has 
held considerable experience in this House, 
and I belie,·e hl:l has on more than one 
occasion acted as Temporary Chairman of 
Committees. We have had many illus­
trious men in the po~ition of Chairman of 
ComUJittees, but I believe that, withouli 
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unduly praising .Mr. Stuart-Robertson, I 
may say that he will prove equal in 
capacity and fairness to many' of his very 
able and impartial predecessors. 

Question proposed. 
· Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK (Bath- . 
'hurst) (5.50]: I am going to say a few 
words not from any desire to say anything 
derogat?ry of the hem. member who has 
just been nominated for the Chairman­
ship of Committees. He has been proposed 
by the party which is in the ascendant in 
this House and I take it for granted that, 
having been proposed, there is no chance 
of. any second nomination being success­
ful e\·en if it should be made. vVe have 
known the bon. mem her Mr. Stuart­
Robert~on for a numbet·of years. Htl has 
taken a keen and active interest in all 
measures which have been submitted, 
many of them of vast importance to the 
community at large ; and I would be the 
last person in· the wodd to say a single 
word against him. I want to say some­
thing on another question. Recently in 
the public press sta·etnents have be"n 
made to the effect th><t the Speaker has 
felt himself brought to a condition of 
physical exhaustion. To use a phrase 
,common in the old degenerate days he 
is. a physical wreck. I do not say 'that 
w1th any hostile feeling, but I do say­
and I shall say it on every occAsion when 
the opportuniry presents itself-it is not 
the duty of the Spt-(Lker to accept a posi­
tion of this kind and lt·ave his chair 
whf'never be feels inclined to go to a 
.function down the str~>et. 

~fr. SPEAKER: Order I 
. Mr. J. C. I". FITZPATRICK: All 

right; Mr. Speaker. I knew I would be 
brought up. 
· . Mr. SPEAKER:. The hon. member may 
d1scuss the monts of the nomination as 
freely as he wi~hes, but I will not allow 
him to reflect upon the Spea.ker under 
cover 'of the motion now before the 
House. ' 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATH.ICK: I clo 
not int~nd to reflect ~pon you, :Mr. 
Speaker. I say at once that I have 
no feeling in the matter at all. The 
fight, squabble, or whatever it may be de­
~ignated, which tcok place some time ago, 
lS over so far as lam concerned· but I 
do sabrnit-and it I am to go 'out for 
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saying it I am going out-the Speaker 
has no right to take the chair if he is 
L'(Oing to delegate his duties to some sub­
ordinate. 'l'here you are. 

Mr. RPEAKF.R : I again call the bon. 
memher to order. 

Mr. J. C. L. FlTZPATRICK: In this 
morning's paper a statement is made of an 
absolutely lyiug and untruthful character 
by yourself. 

l\fr. SPEAKER: Order I 
Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: I do­

not want to enter into details; I presume 
I would not be allowed to do so even if I 
so de,ired. Perhaps I may lea,·e it until a. 
later stage when I shall have an opportu­
nity to discu~s your salary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. J. C. L. FlTZPATR!<:K.: I can 

say what I like in Committee. 
~l:r. SPEAKER: Order I 
Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: I cer­

cainly did not come here to create· 
trouble. I have only he"n influen~ed and 
actuated by a keen interest it.nd desire t() 
uphold the dignity ltnd honor of Parlia­
ment. We know what the Speakers were 
in days gone by, from the time of Sir 
Joseph Abbott almost down to the period 
when another traitor took the position. 

1\Ir .. SPEAKER : Order! Will the hon 
member resume his seat. I call upon the 
hon. member, in consequence of continued 
irrelevance, to discontinue his speech. 

l\'Ir. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK : Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker; I am much obliged t() 
you. I shall take the opportunity to say 
what I wat;t to say on another occasion. 

Mr. SPEAK En : If the bon. member 
makes it necessary for me to call him t() 
order again, I shall, in accordance with 
the rules of the House, take other action. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON (Bal­
main) [ 5.55] : I desire to ex press my 
thar.ks to bon. mem hers of t be LPgislati ve 
Assembly for electing me to the position 
of Chairman of Committees. 'It is exactly 
thirteen years to-day, 7th September, since 
I was first elected to this House and I can 
conscientiously say that I shall endeavour 
to pP.l'form the duties of Chairman of 
0ommittees without fear or favour to any 
member or section of the House. 

House 'adjourned at 5.57 p.m. 




