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Tuesday, 25 Jttly, 1922. 

!'-1 inted Questions nud Answers - Questions Without 
N oiiee - Royal Alexollflra Hospital for Children 
(Ministerial Statement) - Murray Lands SettJernent 
(Adjournment)- Female Employees' "rag·es Bill­
;franchisc Extension Bill. 

1\fr. SPEAKim took the chair. 

PRINTED QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINE~;s. 
Mr. _JAQUES asked the PRF:MIER,­

(1) :Will the Government use Its best 
endeavours to absorb into its various 
departments- especially the Railways 
and Tramways-vocational trainees under 
the :Federal repatriation scheme 7 (2) 
Will he obtain from the Hon. the 
Ministerfor Labour and Industry, for the 
information of bon. members, a report 
as to whether difficulties are put in the 
way of vocational hainees by reason of 
the fact that industrial unions will not 
allow them to become members 'I 

Answer,-(1) Evet-y endeavour will be 
made to absorb these trainees in the 
Government service, but the opportunities 
for doing so are very limited, owing to the 
<Jbligation which rests upon the Govern~ 
ment of finding suitable employment for 
t.hose of their own employees who came 
hack from the war with serious wounds 
and other disabilities which have impaired, 
to some extent, their pre\'ious efficiency. 
(2) I am informed by my hon. col­
league, the Minister for J_,ahour and 
Indufltry, that so far as information is 
available to him there is no reason to 
~clieve that any such difficulty exists. 
However, if the hon. member will 
~Supply specjfic particulars of individual 
cases they will be investigated with a 
view to ascert11ining if remedial action 
'>hould be taken. If any person con­
-;iders himself to be aggrie"ved in the way 
suggested in the question, a remedy is 
})rovided by section 52 (1) of the Indu~­
trial At·bitration Act, 1912, as amended. 

REMOVAL OF Ol~FICER FR0:11I LA~DS 
DEPART..\lENT. 

Mr. NESBITT asked the SECRE'rARY 
l'OR J_,ANDS,-( 1) Is it a f11ct that an 

officer of the Lands Department of Ger· 
man origin, and who changed his name 
during the war, was removed from the 
Orange Land Board Office, owin('f to com­
plaints by returned soldiers ~nd the 
to':nspeople to th_e then Premier 1 · (2) 
Is It a fact that th1s officer was appointed 
to the parish map compilino- branch 
but did not take up duty owing to th~ 
o~cers o~ that branch petitioning against 
his appomtment7 (3) Is it a fact that 
this officer was subsequently appointed 
as an inspector, and that he has recently 
been instructed to inspect the various 
branches, which include a number of 
returned soldiers 7 ( 4) If such be the 
case, will he take the necessary action, in 
the interest of the d~partment, to cancel 
such instructions, and place this officer 
in a position where he will cause less 
friction with the staff? 

AnRwer,-(1) The officer referred to 
was born at Balmain, and has been con• 
tinuously employed in the Lands Depart­
ment since J 882. His mother was born in 
Ireland. His father was born in Meck­
lenburg-Schwerin in 1826, before it 
became part of the German Empire; came 
to Australia in 1854; became a natural­
ised British suqject a few years later; 
and lived in New South ·wales for over 
sixty years. Complaint was made in 1919 
by the Returned Soldiers' League at 
Or·ange to Mr. Holman, the then Premier 
and the officer's transfer to Sydney was 
effected shortly afterwards. (2) The 
officer was so appointed, and did not take 
up duty in that position, as it was found 
advisable, apparently, to employ him 
temporarily as officer-in-charge of another 
branch. (3) Yes. (4) 'l'he disposition 
of officers and arrangement of work, as 
well as the smooth working of the depart­
ment, are matters for the permanent 
head, subject to the Public Service 
Board. 

AMENDMENT Olr STANDING ORDERS : 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

Mr. _GOLDSTEIN asked the .PREMIER, 
-In vieW of the protracted and urelevant 
discussions, leading to scenes which have 
reflected no credit on past Legislative 
Assemblies in connection with the election 
of Speaker, will he move an instruction 
to the Standing Orders Committee to pre· 
pare and submit to this House standing 

I 
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orders investing the Clerk, while acting· 
tis Chn.irman, with plenary powers for the 
1i1aintenance of order, and the putting of 
all questions which may he put with the 
Bpeaker in the chair 1 

Ans?;:er,-,-I shall he prepared to moYe 
a suita.hle motion when a favourable 
opportunity occurs in the direction men­
tioned by' the bon. member. 

VALUER-GENERAL'S DEPART:\iKNT. 

~Ir. GOLDSTEIN asked the MINISTER 
FOR LocAL GovR!lN~IENT,-"Will he' furnish 
the following information,--(1) Date of 
establishment of the Valuer-General's 
Department 1 ( 2) Cost of said depart­
ment to date? ( 3) Total receipts from all 
sources 1 ( 4) :;\[umber of shires and muni· 
cipalities in State 1 (5) How many vaJua .. 
tions have been completed to date 1 (6) 
'What i;; the e5timated cost to complete 
all valuations 1 (7) What was the cost to 
municipalities ttnd shires to date 1 (8) 
Estimated period for completion of all 
vuluations 1 

Ans7;:e1',7(l) Janu:try, 1017. (2) 
£96,8'77 ls. 4d. (This includes the cost 
of n~sumption, lease apportionment, and 
h1nd-tax work). (3) £18,553 2s. Sd. (4) 
!36 shires, 18-l municipalities. (5) 
388,677. (G) Gross cost £60,000 pe1· 
annum, of which £:30,000 per annum or 
more will be recouped during the period 
of doing the work as direct reYcnue. (7) 
£9,326 17~. 2d. (8) Ten years. 

RESERVER. ON RICH:1IOND-TWEED 
RIVERS AND AT RAPPVILLE. 

Mr. PER.DRIA U asked the 8ECRETABY 
FoR LANDS,·--In relation to various reserves 

. at the head of the Richmond and 'l'weed 
Rivers, and at R.uppville, at present 
under the control of the Forestry Depart .. 
ment. and from which most marketable 
timb~r has been removt•rl, will he take 
steps to haYe as much of this land as 
possible speedily thrown open fot· settler~, 
~eeing that it is eminently suitable for 
closer settlement? 

Answ~r,-1 would ask the hon. member 
to indicate the particular reservPs re .. 
ferred to. Certain areas have already 
been approved for settlement as Roon as 
the marketable timbers are cut out, nnd 
this is being expedited as far as possible 

PLANTING OF PINE TREES BETWEEN 
GRAFTON AND RAPPVILLE. 

:Mr. PER.DRIA U asked the MINISTER 
FOR FORESTS,-Will he make inquiries as. 
to the expenditure of public moneys 
by the Forestry Commission with a view 
to ascertaining whether or not public 
moneys have been wasted by exp•:mding 
same on lands tot11lly unsuitable for the 
planting of pine trees, as on certain areas 
between Grafton and Itappville 1 

Answer,--The plantation referred to is 
part of the Saltwater Creek State forest, 
upon which tt number of pines planted 
last season failed through abnormal rains, 
followed by fierce heat, before they were 
properly eshtblisherl. The area is aon­
sictered suitable for the growth of 
coniferous ~oftwood trees, and the diffi­
culty experienced is being met by earlier 
planting. 

HOUSIKG BOARD. 

Mr. J. R. LEE asked the SECBETARV 
FOH PuBLIC WouKs,-(1) Is it a fact that. 
there is great dissatisfaction among the 
purchasers under the Rousing Board at 
Daceyville No. 2 and Bunnerong Village, 
on the following quostion :-"Difference 
in amount stated when offer to build 
was made by the bmtrd, and the amount 
now charged 1" (2) Will he consider a 
proposal of allowing the original pur­
chasers the right to h11.ve the hcuses at 
the price first agreed upon, plus 7 ~ per 
cent., as fmther agreed by them at a later 
date~ (3) If the adoption of this pro­
poRul should mean a loss to the State, 
will he sell the vacant blocks of land on 
these areas which have been improved by 

. the buildings erected, and thus make 
up any probable loss, without calling 
upon the tenant::; to suffer any additionaL 
charges? 

Ans·wer, - (1) Yes. (2) Proposal 
already considerrd by Cabinet of the late 
Government, and not approved-·-solely a 
mattPr of policy. (3) See No. ~-a. 
matter of policy. 

NURSES' HOME FUNDS : 
i\IA.LADMINISTRA.TION. 

:Mr. WRIGHT asked the CoLo~IAL 
SECRETARY,-(1) Is it his intention tr, 
order the arrest of Mr. George Fi tzpatri 
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for maladministration of the funds of the 
Nurses' Hou1e 7 ( 2) If not, will he insti­
tute an inquiry into the matter 7 

NEW SOUTH WALES LOAN : SUGGE.S~ 
TION BY AGENT-GENERAL. 

Answer,-(1) No. (2) At present I· 
am not prepared to do so. 

Mr. 1\icKELL asked the CoLO:!j'IAf. 
'rREASURER,-(1) Did the Agent-General 
suggest terms on whic~ the last New 
~outh Wales loan might be floated in 
London 7 (2) If so, were they agreed to 
by the Treasurer, or were other terms 
laid down (on which the loan wa8 floated) 
contrary to those suggested by the Agent,. 
General1 

·VALUER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

:!\ir. BENNETT asked the MINISTER· 
FOR ;LOCAL GOVERNMENT,-V{ilJ he supply 
the following information :-The total 
expenditure, salaries, contingencies, &c., 
in connection with the Valuer-General's 
Department for years 1920-21, 1921-22; 
also receipts from all sources for the san:e 
periods 'I 

Answer,-( a) 1920-21,£27,386 2c;. 5d.; 
1921-22, £33,010 18s. 7d. (This includes 
the cost of resumption, lease apportion­
ment, and land-tax work.) (b) Receipts: 
1920-21, £4,743 9s. 6d.; 1921-22, 
£10,4:75 15s. 2d. 

BAKING HOURS IN NORTHUMBERLAND 
AREA. 

Mr. D. MURBAYasked the MINIS'fER 
FOU LABOUU AND INDUSTRY,--(1) Is it a 
fact that a report has been received from 
the judge in regard to hours for baking, 
in the Northumberland area, and that 
such report would not be put into opera­
tion pending the introduction of legisla­
tion, reverting back to forty-eight hours 7 
(2) If so, will he lay the report on the 
table of the House 7 

Answer,-(1) The report referred to 
has been forwarded to me and is now, 
with others, receiving consideration in 
connection 'vith the Government's legis­
lative proposals respecting the Eight 
Hours (Amendment) Act. (2) A copy 
of the report will be laid upon the table 
of the House. 

WYANGLA DAM. 

Mr. MAIN asked the SEcRETARY FOR 
PuBLIC WORKs,-( 1) Has the report of 
the departmental officers in conneGtion 
with the proposed Wyangla dam been 
received 7 (2) If so, has it been considered 
by the Cabinet 1 (3) If the report bas 
not been received, will he try to get it 
expedited 7 

Answer,~(! and 2) No. (3) Yes. 

Answer,-Following the usual practic.e. 
the Agent-General notified the terms pro" 
po~ed by the financial agents in London. 
I considered better terms should be 
arranged, and advised the Agent-General 
accordingly, the result being that the l9an 
w9-s floated on much more satisfactory 
terms than those first offered. 

:\1URRU~iBIDGEE IRRIGATIQN.AREA. 

Mr. J. B. I,EE asked the MrNISTE.R }'OR 
AuRICULTURE,-(1) Has the Irrigation 
Commission purchased from a settler 
named Brock his farm or holding on the 
Murrumbidgee irrigation area 7 If so, 
at what price 1 (2) Why was this land 
p_urchased? (3) Did it no.t already be­
long to the Crown, being leased to Brock1 
( 4) What need existe~ to buy back this 
land 1 (fl) Was Brock a member of the 
advisory board on the Rettlement 1 (6) 
Is· it a fact that many blocks set apart 
for soldiers are still vacant and unapplied 
for 7 (7) Wilf he place all the papers 
and Brock's record on the settlement on 
the table of the House 7 

Answer,-(l) Yes. £3,000 was paid 
to Brock for his tenant-right in improve­
ments effected by him on ltis farm, after 
valuation made by expert offioers of 
the Department of Agriculture and the 
commission, respectively. (2) Brock 
applied to surrender his farm under 
section 231 of the Crown Lands Consoli­
dation Act, 1913. He had a claim 
acrainst the Government for compensation 
d: respect of alleged misrepresentation, 
in connection with which he lodged a 
writ in the Supreme Court. Purchase 
was in settlement of this claim, and in 
view of the fact that he was unable to 
continue working the farm by reason of 
ill health of himself and family. Similar 
procedure was followed in a number of 
other clttims for compensation. (3) 
Brock'a tenure was a perpetual learse. 
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(4) See answer to No.2. (5) Brock was 
appointed by t,he Executive Council as a 
member of the special land board, con­
stitu.ted under the Crown Lands Consoli­
dation Act, 1913, and was elected by 
settlers to represent them on one of the 
two executive boards appointed to act in 
an advisory capacity with the resident 
commissioner on the Murrumbidgee irri­
gation areas. The matter of surrender of 
his farm was not dealt with by either of 
these boards. (6) Blocks are at present 
available for application by discharged 
soldiers. Applications are being made by 
them daily. The area of 50 acres surren­
dered by Brock was subdivided; 25 acres 
were taken up by a discharged soldier, 
11nd the balance has recently been made 
available for application by discharged 
soldiers, and it is anticipated will be 
readily disposed of. I am informed that 
the Crown should sustain no loss by the 
transaction, and will secure two settlers 
instead of one. (7) The papers will be 
made available for perusal by the hon. 
member if he so desires. 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 
PRINTING OF P;ROPAGANDA LEAFLETS. 

Mr. DOE asked the CoWNIAL TREAS­
URER,-(!) Who gave the order to the 
Government Printer for the 18,800 
A.L.P. propaganda leaflets referred to in 
nnswer given to question No. 28, Questions 
ctnd .Answm·s No. 8, of Tuesday, 18th 
July, asked by the bon. member Mr. 
Doe~ (2) To whose account was the cost 
of the work charged, and on what autho­
rity~ (3) Has,the amount (£31 lOs. 9d.) 
been paid~ ( 4) If paid, by whom 1 (5) If 
not paid, why not 1 

Answm·,-(1) The Yarious orders were 
signed by, or on behalf, of the Secretary 
of the Premier's Department, who states 
that instructions to send the accounts to 
the then Premier (Mr. Dooley) as private 
work were verbally given to Mr. :Mansell, 
Publicity Officer, and were verbally con­
veyed by him to the late Government 
Printer (Mr. W. A. Gullick). There is, 
however, nothing on official record to this 
effect. (2, 3, 4, and 5) No account for 
the cost of this work was presented either 
to Mr. Dooley or to the Premier's Depart­
went, but the amount was debited to the 
geuerd vote of the Government Printer. 

RETGRNED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS 
EMPLOYMENT ACT. 

Mr. LANG asked the PREMIER,­
When is it proposed to appoint the board 
as provided for under section 6 of the 
Returned Soldiers and Sailors Employ­
ment Act1 

Answer,-The question of the appoint· 
ment of the board will be dealt with as 
part of the general question of the amend­
ment of the Returned Soldiers and Sailors 
Employment Act, which is now under the 
consideration of the Government. 

INCOME. TAX. 

Mr. LANG a!;ked the CoLONIAL TREAS­
URER.-What amount of income-tax due 
was left unpaid at 30th June last 1 

Answer,-The amount of income-tax 
due and left unpaid at 30th June, 1922, 
was £213,918 7s. 6d. 

. 
UNEMPLOYED : DECLINE BY DORRIGO 

SHIRE OJ!' OFFER OF RELIEF. 

Mr. GOSLING asked the MINIS'rER 
FOR LABOUR AND lNDUSTRY,-(1) Is it 
a fact that the Dorrigo shire recently 
declined the offer of the Government to 
supply the sum of £4,000 for providing 
work for the unemployed 1 (2) If so, 
will he see that this money does not go 
back to the Treasury, but will he make 
this sum available for the repair of 
W oniora-road, in accordance with the 
assurance he gave to the Kogarah council 
deputation 2 

Answer,-( 1 and 2) The Dorrigo shire 
failed to accept the offer made to it 
within the time limited, namely, the 20th 
June, and the amount was immediately 
re-allotted to works which would provide 
employment for unemployed in the New­
castle district, with a view to fulfilling 
the purpose which induced the original 
allocation to Dorrigo shire. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE'. 

AMENDED STANDING ORDERS. 

l!l r. L ~NG : I would like to know 
whether the Colonial Secretary has yet 
drawn up a minute for submission to the 
Standing Orders Committee as promised 
in regard to the framing of a stlanding 
order dealing with the powers of th& 
Speaker in connection with submiitin~ 
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the motion "That the question be now 
pu.t. " If he has not done so, will he, in 
ft'aming his minute, also suggest to the 
committee that a standing order should 
be framed providing for the official recog­
nition of pairs and for having them 
t-ecorded in Hansard1 

Mr. OAKES: I have not yet drawn up 
a. minute for submission to the Stand. 
ing Orders Committee but I intend to do 
so at the ear·liest possible moment and 
I will then take into consideration the 
suggestion with regard to having pairs 
recorded in the House, and also in 
Hansard. 

MULLUMBIMBY SOLDIERS' 
SETTLEMENT, 

Mr. PERDRIA U : Will the Secretary 
fer Lands state whether be has yet 
arFanged for the re-grading of the road 
through the Mullumbimby soldiars' settle­
ment~ Will he also indicate the nature 
of the report of the Surveyor-General upon 
the proposal ~ 

Mr. WEARNE: The bon. member 
was good enough to notify me of his 
intention to ask this question. 'l'he 
following is the report furnished by the 
Director of Soldier Settlements :-

The main road through ~fullumbimby soldiet• 
settlement was locatell by the district surveyor 
when effecting subdivision of the estate into 
farms. Since the inception of the settlement 
approximately £1,180 has been expended in the 
construction of the road. Complaints wen• 
made by a number of the settlers to the effect 
that the grades are in places too steep. After 
investigation by the Surveyor-General a devia­
tion was decided upon, and it was approved 
that the department sliould contribute a further 
sum of £350 towards the construction of thi~ 
deviation. It was a condition suggested by the 
settlers themselves that the settlers should 
themselves contribute something towards the 
additional costs. Tendersfor the preliminary 
work were called for but without satisfactorv 
results. Differences of opinion arose amongst 
the settlers as to the necessity or otherwise for 
the proposed deviation and the expenditure of 
further moneys and in the early part of tho 
present year the then Minister informed the 
settlers that he would be prepared to (a) expend 
£350 on the proposed diviation, or (b: expend 
the same amount of money on the roall in its 
present existing position on receipt of intima. 
tion from them as to the course they desired to 
pursue. It was• upon the representations of the 
settlers themselves that they would be prepared 
to supplement the Crown's expenditure by an 
amount of £350 that the Minister gave the 
beforementioncd approval to expend £350. The 
present position appears to be that settlers are 

not prepared to contribute towards the cost of 
the work deemed to be necessary and that all of 
the settlers ?O~cerned in ~he question. of the 
proposed deVIatiOn are not m favour of Its con­
struction. Certain settlers on the area ho,ve 
asserted that not one case of fruit has failed to 
reach market because of the condition of the road. 
The fact is that the settlement is situated on 
a rather pronounced slope, that difficulties of 

1 roading are inevitable under any circumstances, 
and that the depo,rtment desires to meet the 
reasonable requirements of all the ·settlers 
·concerned. 

MuRRAY LANDS SETTLEMENT 
SCHEME. 

Mr. GREGORY McGIRH: I wish to 
lniow from the Secretary for Lands 
whether there is any truth in the state­
ment published in the press that the 
reports of responsible officials in con­
nection with the Murray lands settlement 
scheme have been suppressed; and further, 
whether it is a fact that the Cabinet is 
divided on the question 1 Will the Minis­
ter give the House a concrete explana­
tion of the position in regard to the so­
called Murray lands settlement scheme~ 

Mr. WE ARNE: To the first two 
questions the answer is "No." The 
answer to the third question is that the 
matter is now under consideration by the 
Cabinet. 

Mr. DAVIDSON: Is it a fact that 
the Government has abandoned the pro­
posed Murray lands settlement scheme? 
If so, will the Minister give the House the 
reasons, and state whether one of these 
is the pressure bt·ought to bear on the 
Government by the right wing of the 
Nationalist party---the so-called Progres· 
sive party? 

Mr. WEARNE : It is raLher hard to 
know what kon. members at·e referring to 
as the Murray lands settlement scheme. 
If the bon. member wants to know 
whether the Government has abandoned 
its idea of settling people on the Murray 
lands, I say that it has not done so. 

BROKEN HILL TECHNICAL" 
COMMISSION. 

Mr. DOE : I desire to know from the 
Minister of Public Instruction whether 
in view of his reply to my question on the 
business-paper last week with regard to 
the compensation recommended by the 
Broken Hill Technical Commission for 



5'62 Questions a11-d An8u:ers. LASSEIIIBLY.J 

men who have been proved to be leaded 
he has made any further inquiries, and if 
so what is the position~ 

Mr. BRUNTNELL : Last week the 
hon. member asked a question, and the 
hon. membt>r Mr. Davidson also sought 
information. I am now in a position to 
state that a further report of the Broken 
Hill Te~hnical Commission, together with 
the rt>commendations and suggestions , 
contained in that report, is at present 
receiving the consideration of the Gov­
ernment. In th~ course of that considera­
tion, which will extend to the question 
of taking the steps necessary to give '" 
effect to the recommendations and sl'lg­
gestions made, attention will be given to 
the suggestion that a conference should 
be called representative of the various 
parties concerned. 

ALLEGED MEDICAL MALPRACTICE. 

Mr. JAQUES : I desire to know 
whether the Minister for Public Health 
has had brought under his notice serious · 
charges o£ malpractice· against a medical 
man which have appeared in a certain 
weekly newspaper, which has also called 
attention to the failure of the British 
Medical Association to take any steps in 
the matted Will the Minister state 
whether he intends to take any action 1 

Mr. OAKES : Certain statements of 
supposed facts published in a weekly 
newspaper were brought under my notice 
to-day, and I was asked if I would take 
some steps under the powers reposed in 
me to send the matter on to tho Medical 
Board of New South ·wales for investiga­
tion. This propoFal was made by the 
B.M.A., which has no power to carry out 
a satisfactory inquiry, whereas the Medical 
Board has such power. I have consented 
to do as requested. 

PROPORTIONAL VOTING AT nWNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS. 

Mr. M (J 'l'CH : I wish to know whether 
it is a fact that the Minister for Local 
Government recently informed a deputa­
tion representing a few municipal coun­
cils that he would endeavour to amend 
the Local Government Act so as to 
provide that 100 ratepayers would be 
s\lfficient to demand a poll on the question 

whether municipal elections should bP­
conductod under the proportional system 1 
If so, h~J,s 'Ghe Minister given considera­
tion to the fact that. section 73 of the 
Local Government Act already provides 
a method for the taking of a poll wlrieh 
meets all reasonable requirements 1 Is it 

• not the Minister's .opinion that the pro­
portional Ryst!c'm of voting remedies none· 
of the difficulties associated with the 
Rtraight out system of voting but rather 
multiplies them 1 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: In 
answer to the first question, it is true­
that I made a Rtatement to the effect that 
a bill would be introduced to enable 100 
ratepayers, on presentation of a petition, 
to secure a poll of tho~e constituting the 
voting power of any particul~tr munki­
pnlity or shire. Since then, I lmve been· 
inund~tted with protests corning from the 
four quarters of the State in opposition 
to the scheme. I do not now intend t() 
follow that course, not because of the pro­
testsr hut because I have discovered a 
much better means, not of bringing about 
exactly the same result, but of achieving 
a result as far as those are concerned wh() 
desire, not to see proportional representa­
tion introduced, but to afford the people 
an opportunity to introduce it through 
the medium of their own vote. 

Mr. MuTCH: Petitions are being signed 
at street corners ! 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: N() 
doubt you might find 100 or 200 persons 
throughout New South \Vales who would 
even be prepared to sign a petition to 
remove the present National Government 
from power. I will introduce a bill to 
deal with the matter in another way at a 
later stage. 

Mr. MU'l'CH: I desire to ask the 
Minister for Local Government a further 
question concerning the matter of securing 
a poll on the introduction of the system 
of proportional voting in municipal elec­
tions. Will the Minister take the House 
into hi8 confidence and state the method 
by which he proposes to deal with the 
situation in view of the fact that it is 
already dealt with in aectio)-1 73 of the 
Act? 

1\lr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: The 
hon. member is entirely uuder a wrong 
impression when he suggests that I am 
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trying to impose the system oi propor-· 
tional representation upon the shires 
and municipalities. ·what is sought to 
l?e achieved is to afford an opportunity 
for the shires and rnunicipalitiefl to deter­
mine for themselves whether they shall 
elect their councils under the system of 
propor'tional representation or by the 
method in vogue at the present time. 

GOYERNMENT PRINTINfi OFFICE : 
PRINTING OF PROPAUANDA LEAFLETS. 

Captain DUNN: I desire to ask the 
Colonial Treasurer whether he has in­
quired into the question of payments to­
the Government Printing Office in con· 
nection with the printing of party litera­
ture ; and, if so, will he let the House 
know the result 1 

Mr. MuTCH: 'l'hat is already in the 
A~! . 

Mr. COCKS : In reply to the bon. 
member I should like to make a short 
statement. I promised the bon. roembet· 
Mr. Dooley that I would have the fullest 
inquiry made -in regard to the instruc­
tions that he was under the impression 
he had given in respect of party printing 
being charged to the party funds and not 
to the Government. In order to make 
the inYestigation as comprehensive as­
possible, I made inquir-ies of the Go.vern­
nwnt Printing Office and also of the 
Premier's Department. This is the result: 

Mr. J. C. L. FITZPATRICK: The 
bill I propose to introduce in substitution 
of the one originally ag1·eed upon will 
confet· on the then existing council the 
right to determine under what system 
the ne;'f.t election shall take place. • 

Mr. LANE : I wish to ask the Minis­
ter for Loc•1l Government whether it is 
the intention to introduce an amendment 
of the Local Government Act, reducing, 
from one-fifth of tlwse on the roll to 
200, the numl)f~r of electors required to 
~ecure a refer'"ndum for ihe purpose of 
introducing proportional representntion 1 

Mr. J. C. J_,. J!ITZP A TRICK: I hn\·o 
alrendy answered that question, ttnd I 
would refer the bon. gentleman to my 
reply, which will be found in the next 
illuminating report of the proeeedingR of 
this House. 

GAOL NE\VSl'APER, THE 
- COMPENDJUJJl. 

Mr. McKELL: . In view of the very 
poor nature of the h1st issue of the pub­
lication called the Comperidiwn, will the 
M;inister of .T uRtice reconsider his decision 
to excise sporting news fmm th11t pot per 1 

Mr. L}~y: No. 

;\1R. LUCY, CHIEF MECHANICAL 
ENGINEEI~. 

Mr. ANDERSON : I desire to ask 
the Secretn1-y for Public Works whether 
he will tell the House if Mr. Lucy, Chief 
Mechanical Engineer for Railways, is the 
patentee of 'Lucy's superheaters which, 
are fitted on the engines 1 If so, how 
much royalty does he draw from each 
engine 1 

Mr. BALL: I shall endeavour to obtain 
the information and make it available to 
the Houee. 

The Government 1'rinter reports that there is 
no record at the Government Printing Office' 
that any literature printed for party purposes 
would be pa,id for priva,tely. The written 
orders for printing ''Hints to A. L.P. Speakers,. 
were signed by the Secretary, Premier's Office, 
or by an officer acting on his behalf, but they 
contain no instructions to charge the cost to any 
private account. In March, 1921, an order was 
executed for t.he printing of 100 pamphlets 
entitled, "A. summary of the Pnncipal Legisla­
tive and Administrative Acts of the New South 
\Vales Labou l' Go\·ernment." The order was 
signed by Mr. Mansell, Publicity Officer, and 
instructions given to charge as private printin!S· 
The account for £54 was rendered and paid m 
:May, 1021. A further 500 copies of the pam­
phlet were printed on an onler from Mr. G. V_ 
Childe, private secretary to the Premier, at a• 
cost of ;t; 10. The instructions again were de-. 
finite as to ch:trgiug as a private account, but 
these instructions were overlooked, and the 
work regardecl as departmental printing. In 
the circumstances an aacount for £10 was not. 
rendered. The Secretn,ry, Premier's Depart­
ment, reports that i\1r. Dooley's statement that 
he gave mstructions that the cost of printing 
was to be borne privately from party- or 
Cabinet-funds is perfectly correct. Such 
instructions were given to Mr. Mansell, who 
w11s then Publicity Officer, in the presence of 
the Secretary, Premier's Office. fLncl it wall 
understood that Mr. ~iansell duly conveyed 
them verbally to the late Mr. Gullick when he 
interviewed the late Government Printer with 
the type-script of the first issue of the serioe, 
and discussPd the ma,nner in which they were· 
to be set up. :Mr. Hay states that Mr. Mansell 
consulted him from time to time as to whether­
some of the brief refNences he made to matters 
were sufficiently explicit, the reason for the 
consulttttion being that Mr. Dooley wished to 
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keep down the cost of printing as much as pos. 
sible, consistent with the proper presentation of 
his points, as it was tQ be borne privately. The 
fact that the Government Printing Office 
charged the cost of the printing to its own vote 
precluded the presentation of the account to 
Mr. Dooley, as he expected would be done. 
Had it been customary for the Government 
Printing Office to s11bmit debit notes against 
departmental votes, the charge in respect of the 
work wo•ld have been passed on to Mr. Dooley, 
but under the existing system of charging the 
cost to the Government Printer's own vote, no 
such opportunity was afforded. Mr. Hay adds 
that it was only when he asked Mr. Spence, 
the present Government Printer, for an itemised 
~tatement of the cost of printing for the 
Pr.emier's Department last year, that it was dis· 
covered that the cost of executing the orders 
had been charged as a Government work, and 
that he cannot say too emphatically that this 
was entirely contrary to the instructions given 
by Mr. Dooley at the time the work was put in 
band. 

Mr. ARKINS: In the statement 
which he has just made to the House 
I understood the Colonial Treasurer to 
'lay that a sum of approximately .£30 
had been appropriated out of the public 
funds for the printing of certain political 
literature by the late Government. If 
that is a fact has the Minister made any 
attempt to place the responsibility for 
that deht upon any person or persons? 
If the Minister haR not done that, will he 
do so 1 Furthermore, will he see that the 
Government Printing Office is not again 
used for the purpose of misleading the 
public by the printing of political pub­
licity matter such as that in question 1 

Mr. COCKS : I think the hon. member 
tpisunderstood my reply. At the rel]Uest 
d the shorthand-writers I sent upstairs 
the statement I read, but speaking from 
memory, I might say that an account was 
reildered for the first .£30, and that it 
was paid. Subsequently, an additional 
100 pamphlets were ordered to be printed, 
the same instructions being given with 
regard to the rendering of the account. 
'Tl1e Government Printing Office did not 
render that account, and, therefore, owing 
to the omission on the part of the 
Government Printing Off.ce .£10 was not 
collected. Assuming that an account had 
been rendered on the basis of the first 
account it would have been paid, but I 
l!uppose it was overlooked. 'l'he matter 
has only come under my notice since a 
question regarding it was asked in this 
House. In reply to the bon. member's 

query as to whether I have made any 
attempt to place the responsibility for 
the debt upon any person or persons, I 
hue to say that I have not asked anybody 
to pay it, but I have no doubt that t.he 
ordinary course will be followed-that an 
account will be rendered, and that it 
will be dealt with in the usual way. 

Captain DUNN: Following on the 
question asked by the bon. member Mr. 
Arkins, I ask the Colonial Treasurer is it 
not a fact t·hat Mr. Dooley asked that the 
account- should be submitted to him, and 
that he said he was under the impression 
that no llccount was outstanding~ 

Mr. COCKS : I think it is quite plain 
from the statement I have read that Mr. 
Doole)' acted in good faith right through. 

-Mr. ARKINS: :Following upon the 
Treasurer's statement that the Govern· 
ment Printer has accepted contracts for 
printing for political parties, I desire to 
ask the Treasurer whether he will see 
that this form of political propaganda 
shall not be allowed in future 1 

Mr. STU AR'f.ROBEHTSON: On the 
same subject I should like to ask the 
Treasurer whether it is not a fact that pam· 
phlets of a similar character have been 
printed for various Governments during 
the past fifteen or sixteen years 7 

Mr. COCKS: With regard to the 
last question, the facts are not within 
my knowledge, and therefore I cannot 
answer definitely "ye:1" or "nay." In 
reply to Mr. Arkins, I can a~re him 
that under the new control of Mr. Spence 
I feel that the keenest supervision will 
be exercised, and that everyone who gets 
work done at the Government Piinting 
Office, if it is outside that allowed to a 
member of Parliament, will have· to pay 
for the work. 

Captain DUNN: I desire to ask the 
Colonial Treasurer whether he will ascer­
tain whether Sir Joseph Carruthers, in 
1907, Sir Charles Wade, in 1910, and 
Mr. Holman, in 1913, 1917, and 1920, 
used the Government Printing Office to 
print party pamphlets and literature, and 
whether the practice has not obtuined for 
years 1 Will he make inquiries and sec if 
that is so, in order that he can establish 
the fact that it has been the practice, but 
a practiae of course, that should be dill· 
continued, in order that such work should 
be paid for from party funds 1 
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· Mr. COCKS: The hon. member d0es 
not expect me to answer that question 
off-hand. I will have inquiries made, and 
give the hon. gentleman the result of 
those inquil'ies. 

statement that if he sat on the Govern­
ment benches he would undoubtedly get 
a portfolio 7 Will the Premier say if it is 
n fact that Mr. Skelton has been appointed 
to join the Cabinet~ 

Hir GEORGE FULLER: I woul<l 
ask the hon. membet· to put that question 
to Mr. Skelton himself. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! I must again 
point out to bon. members that the only 
Jbjcet of questions without notice is bon(~ 
fide to elicit information. This question 
does not c.ome within that category. 

STOCK BRANDS : CANCELLATION. 

Mr. MISSING HAM: I desire to ;tsk 
the Minister for Agricultme whether it is 
a fact that stock-owners who are desirous 
of preserving their rights in registered 
brands cancelled by the provisions of t.he 
Registration of Stock llrn.nds Act, are 
required to make 11 declaration nnd Aix 
thereto a duty stamp of 28. 6d.1 If so, is 
it the intention of the Government to SCHOOL (~UALIFYING CERTIFICATE. 
honor the promise of the last Government, Mr. GOLDSTEIN: I desire to ask the 
that the rights of owners would be pre- ---JV1inister of Publi~ Instruction whether it 
8en·ed without cost to such owners~ is n fact that he has abolished the qunli 

Captain CHAFFEY : ~n .rega~·d to the fying certificate, and, if so, why he has 
first part of the questwn, It IS a fact that taken such notion 7 . -
a declaration is required, but ,no fe~ is Mr. BRUNTNELL: It is a fact that 
charged by the department. 'Ih?re 18 a we haYe abolished the present method of 
eharge of 2s. Gel. fot· s~amp duty, t_mposed obtaining the qualifying certificate. This 
~ndet· the Stamp Duttes Act, bubt.Js not eertificate I may say was -introduced to 
lmposed by the department. ln Iegar~ mark the dividing line between primary 
to th~ sec?nd pa~·t 0 ! the ~on. n~embe~ s and secondary education. It indicated 
ques~wn, If. he w1ll ?Ive notice of 1t I Will that a child had passed ~uccessfully 
obtam the mformatwn. through a prim:::.ry course, and was avail­

VOCATIONAL TRAINEES. 

Mr. HOSKINS: In connection with a 
question on the buRiness-paper by Mr. 
Jaques I desire to ask the Ministet' of 
Public Instruction w!1ether it is not a·fact 
that there is tt committee which ha;; been 
appointed to deal with returned soldiers 
undergoing vocational training. If so, how 
many times has the eommittee sat during 
the last twelve months under the chair­
manship of Mr. Connelly, how many 
applications haYc been dealt with, and 
how many applications are there in hand 
still to he dealt with 1 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: I may say that 
full inquiries are now being made into 
the whole matter of vocational training, 
and at a later stage I hope to be able to 
give the hon. member full information. 

MR. SK.ELTON, M.L.A. 
Mr. LAZZARINI: I desire to ask the 

Premier if hifl attention has been drawn 
to a statement which appeared in the 
Newcastle Sw~, ~ome f<>-w days a.go, 
attributing to Mr. Skelton, 1\f.L.A., the 

:tble and suita.ble for more advanced 
instruction. Some 34,000 children were 
examined last year under that system. 
This involved the compilation of about 
r;ix separate pttpers for each child, and 
each of those papers had to be examined. 
'l'he in~pectors found that they were 
utterly unable to cope wit.h the amount 
of work involved, and it beeame neees­
sary fot' the department to engage othe1· 
persons to assist in the examination of 
the paper~, at a cost to the department 
of 11hout £25 per 1,000 papers. It is now 
proposed to obtain what i.; practically thP. 
;;ame result by referring to the result of 
the examinations which are held three 
times a year in each sehool. The result 
of those· examinations by the head of the· 
school will be revicwerl ·by the inspector,. 
nnd certificates issued to children upon. 
them at very much less eost to the­
department. 

:Major CONNELL: In view of the 
reply given by the Minister of Public 
InstnJCtion with regard to the abolition 
of the qualifying certificate, is the hon. 
membet· in a position to give the House 
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.an assurance that no obstacle will he 
pla.ced in the way of any child desiring to 
go for a bur~ary ot· a high school pass 1 

.Mr. Bl{UNTNELL: Yes. The idea 
-of altering the method of obtaining the 
necessary certificate iR not in any way 
.<Joupled with the suggestion that we want 
to act a~ a deterrent. 

NEW TRAM\VAYS. 

Jl,th. McTIERNAN: Will the Secre­
tary for Public·Works say whether it is 
his intention to make any provision on 
the forthcoming Loan Estimates for the 
construction of new tramways 1 

Mr. BALL: ProviBion has been made 
<>n the Estimatr;s, but to what extent I am 
not able to say at the present moment. 

THE ROCK TO PUL.LETOP RAIL\VAY. 

Mr. KILPATRICK: Will the Minister 
for Rail ways have placed on the forth .. 
-coming Loan Estimates sufficient funds to 
build 'rhe Itock to Pulletop B.~til way? . 

Mr. BALL : That matter is unde1' 
.<Jonsideration in connection with our 
rail way system. 

INTEREi:iT ON LOANS. 

Mr. DAVIES : In Yiew of th0 fact 
that there will be an increa3e this year 
-of about £500,000 in the interest bill, 
which will benefit only the wealthy 
classes, whilst at the same time there is a 
~reduction · in the basic wage, will the 
Colonial Treasurer consider the advisable­
il'less of increasing the income-tax on large 
incomes, so as to get this money for the 
purpose of assisting in the payment of 
higher wages? 

Mr. COCKS : The hon. member has 
·evidently asked that question under a, 
misapprehension. It does not matter 
.how much you increase the income-tax 
to holders of Government bonds, these 
Jatter are issued free of both State and 
Federal taxation. :Moreover, most of the 
money compt·ised in the interest bill is 
payable to English investOt·s, and thereJ 
fore the hon. member's suggestion would 
not operate. 

LAND SETTLK\iE~T. 
:J:fr. LOUGHLIN : In view of the fact· 

that the Go\·emment has now hn.d over 

.three months in ·which: to formulate a 
policy, can the Secretary for Lands in­
dicate when this Hou~e will be favoured 
with a statement &bowing the Govern­
ment's intention with regard to securing 
closer settlement along existing railways, 
and also when we shall have an intimation 
of the Government'~'! intention regarding 
the development of the Murray region 1 

::\'1.1·. WEARNE: I canno1; say dcfi, 
nitely when such statementH will be placed 
before the House, but the bon. member 
may .rest assmed that it will be as early 
as possiulc. 

MUP.JEL WATER :;;uPPLY. 

Mr. DOE: Owing to the wate1· shortage 
n.t ,\1uriel, will the Secretary for Public 
vYorks have inveRtiaation~ made. with a 
view to giving an adequate supply to that 
goldfield, which appears to be a permanent 
one? 

Mr. BALL: I will have inquiries made 
as to the position, and let tho hon. mem· 
ber know the result. 

:POWELL-SPITHILL BAIL CASE. 

Captain DUNN: In view of the un­
certainty and doubt in the minds of the 
citizens acd the public generally regarding 
the reasons for the detention and differ­
ential treatment of the two boys, Powell 
and. Spithill, will the Attorney-General 
make a statement to the House to clear 
up once and for all whether there has bem1 
differentiation in thr.ir case as against 
others 1 

M:r. BA VIN : Of course, I cannot 
explain why there is some idea in the 
minds of the public. All I know about 
the matter is that an application for 
b<til was made by these two accused 
after the magistrate had refused it. The' 
application was made to a judge, and a 
judge, within whoso province it is to. 
determine the question, determined, on 
the evidence before him, that bail ought· 
not to 'be granted under the circum­
stances. If there is in the minds of thu 
public any idea that there has been dif-. 
ferentiation in the treatment of these 
lads from the treatment accorded in 
ordinary cases of applications for bail, 
the idea is a wrong one, and it ought to 
be dissipated. 8o far as I know, and so 
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·far as r ltm able to ascertain, this matter 
·has been ciealt with on the ordinary 
principles that apply to the granting of 

•bail, · and I do not think there is any 
li;rouJld 1vhatsoever for ;my apprehension 
in the mind~ ot' the public that there has 
been differential treatmrmt in regard to 
Powell and Spithill. 

Capbin DUNN : l\Iay I put to the 
Attorney-General n fm·tht<r question bear­
'ing on the one I asked a moment ago'? 
Is it not a bet' th<tt in cases similar to 
the one under review bail is in variably 
granted, aud that in tl1is case it was 
refused on wholly unonpported testirnony 
relating to another case 1 If it is a faet 
that bail is in variably grante1l in these 
.cases and it was not granted. in this cas!', 
then it does bear the appearance of dif­
ferential treatment-. 

:Mr. :McTIEHN AN: "Will the Attorney­
General also be good enough to inform the 
House whether he iBsned instr•uctions to 
his representative to oppose tht· granting 
of bail, and if so, will he please Htate the 
reasons why he gave such instrudions ~ 

Mr. BA VIN: In answer to the ques, 
tion put by the bon. member M1·. 
McTiArnan 1 may say that I gaYe no 
such instructions. The matter took the 
ordinary course ; I ''"11S not asked for 
instructions. Y..l ith regard to the question 
put by the hon. member Captain Dunn 
I think it is undesirable t.hat we, in this 
House, should canvass the decision of a 
judge; but I am quite unable to say that 
it is the invariable pmctice to grant bail 
in cases such as the oue now under review. 
There were certain'circurnstancos hrought 
before the judge in connection with this 
case. 

J.\1r. MuTCH : Certain suspicions en­
tirely unsupported ! 

Mr. BA VIN: The hon. member does 
not know the facts or he would not make 
that statement. Certain facts were 
brought before the court in connection 
with the case before the judge w hieh, 
according to the decision of the Supreme 
Court, justified the judge in refusing bail. 
I assume that Mr. Justice Owen acted in 
accordance with this decision, therefore 
there is Iio occasion for the statement 
made by the hon. member. 

l.AW OF EVIDENCE A~liEND.\fEKT · 
lllLL. • 

M.r. JAQUES : \:Vill the Attorney­
.GenP-ral inform the House whether the 
bill. to amend the law of evidencl:' of 
which he h:ts just given 11otiee, contains· 
any provision to make privileged com­
munications by patients to their medical 
ndvisers? ' 

Mr. BA VI~: I mi~ht inform the hon. 
member that the bill of which I have 
·given noti<:e does not ~;ontain any pro­
Yision with regard to the matter he has 
referred to. '-

SOLDIER SETTLER~: REAPPRAISE-
1\IEKT OF HOLDING:::\. 

Mr. CAM Ell ON : Can the Secretary 
for Lands give the House any informa­
tion as to when he is going to give eJfect 
to the prrmise made to returned soldier 
.settlers that their holdings would be re­
apprnised, t.hat a fresh a!l;tment of areas 
would be made in cases where the present 
areas were too small for living areas, and 
that, where possible, the l.iving areas 
would he increasPd ? 

Mr. WEAR.NE: I have not person­
ally made any promi~e in that respect 
that I have uot carried out. I would 
point out that returned s0ldiers haYe the 
right of appeal in this mntter. With 
regard to the increasing of areas, returned 
soldiers are most sympathetically doalt 
with, if it can be shown to thP Ministet' 
th,tt thoy are battling along on insu.fficicut 
areas. 

.DIMIG RATION. 

M.r. RIR.T: In the event of the State 
obtaining immigrants under the Common­
wealth scheme, will the Premier seA that 
unskilled labourers, tram-guards, clerlrs, 
shop-assistants, and men f-ollowing other 
dend-end occupations are not brought to 
X ew Sou t.h -wales 1 

Sir GlWRGE FULLER.: The idea of 
the present Government in connection 
with immigration is to hriug out people 
to settle on the lands of our country, and 
that course is baing followed. 

OLD-AGE 'PENSIONERS. 

Mr. DOE: Is the Colonial Secretary 
aware that when old-aged pensioners go 
into a State-subsidised hospital their pen­
sions are stqpped. during t~e timy tlwy 
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are there? If that is so, will he make 
1·epresentation oto the Federal authorities 
with a view to having those pensions paid 
to the committees of the hospitals which 
are rendering service to these people 1 

Mr. OAKES : I will undertake to 
supply the hon. member with a full 
detailed a.nswer to-morrow. 

SUBSIDY FOR LIFE-SAVING CLUBS. 

Mr. O'HALLORAN: In view of the 
splendid work performed by members 
of life-saving clubs-work which, if not 
performed voluntarily, would have to be 
done by the Government--at great per­
sonal risk, will the Premier, so far as he 
is able, make provision to place upon the 
forthcoming Estimates a sum of money 
for the purpose of subsidising these clubs 1 

Sir GEORGE FULLER: I understand 
that matter has already been attended to 
in compiling the Estimates. 

EMPLOYMENT OF RETURNED 
SOLDIERS. 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: The hon. mem­
ber Mr. Stuart-Robertson drew my atten­
tion last week to a statement appearing 
in tllf~ press in contravention of an 
aJ"•wer I gave to a question he put to me 
with regard to returned soldiers. I wish 
to reply that on the 8th ,Juno a personal 
visit "as paid by officers of the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industl:·y to the 
sheJt,..r where the soldierg -were residing, 
and everyone willing to accept work was 
engaged. On the 9th June forty men 
were selPcted to leave for certain work, 
but only twenty-eight of these men 
r~>port.ed themselves for work, and arrange­
m.-nts were then made to send two 
officers from the department to the camp 
to secure twelve additional men. After 
thosA men had been engaged, :Major 
Moyes, the officer in charge of the camp; 
intimated to the d~>partment's officers 
that. he was unable to arrange for any 
further men to be sent to employment 
made available by the Government. On 
two other oc-:!asions application was made 
to the shelter for forty and twenty men 
respectively, but only twelve and eight 
could be supplied. On the 1Oth June a 
comrnunication was sent to Mr. Lips­
combe, the general secretary, informing 

him that his officers at the Elizabeth­
street shelter had been notified by the 
State Labour Exchanges on the 7th June 
that work was then available for 300 
labourers, and that those in residence at 
that camp willing to accept this work 
should present themselves at the Labour 
Exchanges at 10 a.m. on ,the following 
day. The result of this notification was 
that only twenty men reported at the 
appointed time. On the 13th July Mr. 
Lipscombe forwarded a communication 
to the department formally advising' that 
he was unable to supply ft·om those in 
residence at the shelter any further men 
for the employment made available by 
the Government; but he drew attention 
to the fact that there were many returned. 
soldiers not resident at the shelter who 
were registered with the league, and 
were still available for employment as 
labourers through the State Labour 
Exchanges. On the following day, 14th 
June, Mr. Lipscombe was informed that 
consideration would be given to the men 
referred to if they were referred to the 
Labour Exchanges for registration. By 
the 26th J nne everv married returned 
soldier registered with the Labour Ex­
changes for employment had been offered 
employment; and on the 13th July an 
advertisement published by the depart­
ment in the daily newspapers invited all 
single returned soldiers to report for 
employment to the Labour Exchanges. 
Every· single returned soldier who was 
prepared to accept work through the 
Labour Exchanges as a labourer ·on the 
13th July was offered work. 

J\'h. DAVIES: What about the men in 
the country 1 

Mr. BRUNTNELL : I wa~ referring 
to the question as it regards tho men who 
are returned soldiers :tnd whose names 
are registered in the books of the bureau. 
These facts clearly establish the correct­
ness of my previous announcement. 

CONVEYANCING CHARGES. 

:Mr. BAGNALL: I wish to ask the 
Attorney-General whether, under recent 
legislation, the Chief J u& tice is given 
power to prepare a scale of charges fot· 
solicitors in carrying out certain work, 
particularly in regard to mortgages, 
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tr~nsfers, and so fm·th 1 Is the Minister 
aware that since the Chief Justice adjusted 
the scale of charges they have been par­
ticularly heavy upon persons purchasing 
homes or buying land, and is he aware 
that they have had a serious effect upon 
these small buyers 1 Will the Minister 
go into the whole question with a view 
to approaching the Chief Justice again 
in order to have the scale of charges 
reduced 1 

Mr. BA VIN: I am aware of the fact 
to which the bon. member refers. The 
whole matter is under the consideration 
()£ the Government with a view to the 
revi8ion of the charges. 

ST'ATE TIMBER-YARDS. 

Mr. GREIG: I desire to ask the Sec­
retary for Public Works whether it is a 
fact that last week fifty men were dis­
charged from the State timber-yards, 
and, if so, by whose in~:;tructions were 

. th~y discharged, and for what reason 1 
Mr. BALL : I understand it is a fact 

that fifty men were discharged. .I did 
not know of it at the time. They were 
discharged by the management who ex­
plained that it was due to the fact that 
there was no further work for the men. 

Mr. GREIG: In vie·w of the statement 
·()f his predecessor in office, Sir Thomas 
·Henley, that it was the intention of the 
Government to offer the State tirnber­

·yards for &ale, and the frtct that such state-
ment has caused a large number of builders 
a.nd others to ab-stain from entering into 
contracts with the yards, will the Secretary 
for Public \Yorks, with a view to pre­
serving the industt·y, issue a statP-ment 
that it is r.ot the policy of the Government 
to.offer 1 he timber-yards for sale 1 

Mr. BALL : The question of a continu­
ance of the industrv is now under the 
con!!ideration of the Government. 

Mr. LANG: Will the Premier take 
into consideration the desirability of the 
Government arriving at an early decision 
in regard to the disposal ·or otherwise of 
the State timber-yards at Uhr's Point~ 

'Sir·GEORGE FULLER: The matter 
is under the consideration of the Govern­
ment, and it will not be very long before 
a determination is arrived at. 

2o 

PARENTS AND CITIZENS' ASSOCIATION 

Mr. NESBITT : I desire to ask the 
:Minister of Public Instruction if he will 
consider the advisablenef!s of introducing 
a bill to give certain powers to the· 
Parents and Citizens' Association such 
as were outlined in a bill introduced by 
one of his pred!lcessors years ago 1 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: A general council 
of Parents and Citizens Associations has 
recently been formed, and a conference 
will be held with that body shortly, when 
the matter will be discussed. 

COUNTRY SILOS. 

Captain DUNN : I deFJire to ask the 
Minister for Agriculture, who I under­
stand recently inquired into the matter, 
whether he will make a statem(mt as to 
the progress· of the construction of country 
silos and what silos will be available for 
the coming wheat harvest 1 

Captain CHAFFEY : The whole mat­
ter is under considerntion, and I hope to 
be able to make a :full announcement on 
that important question at an early date. 

THE UNEMPLOY~D. 

Mr. STUART-ROBERTSON: I desire 
to ask the Minister representing the :Min­
ister for Labour and Industry if he can 
give the House any further informatior.. 
with regard to the position of the unem­
ployed, showing how many have been 
absorbed.during the last month :md how 
many are riow on the books of the Labour 
Bureau 1 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: The figures for 
last month ·have already been supplied. 
Those for the present month will be 
supplied as soon as the month is ended. 

VEN.I<~REAL DISEASES. 

Dr. ARTHUR : I desire to ask the 
Colonial Secretary whether his depart­
ment has received a subsidy from the 
Federal Gove1;nment in connection with 
the compulsory notification of venereal 
disease 1 Will he see· that the notification 
is carriPd out in this Rtate 1 I under­
Rtand that the sum received is about 
£4,00.0. 

Mr. OAKES : :;: am not aware that 
we h,ave received that amount, but J 
shaJl obtain the information. 
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ELECTRIFICATION OF TRA:M:W A YS. 

Mr. BAGNALL : I desire to a~k the 
Secretary for Public Works whether he 

. is aware that the Chief Railway Com­
missioner is repeatedly telling local bodies 
that hfl cannot electrify thfl tramway 
system because of the lack of funds ? Is 
the Minister aware that continued use of 
steam trams is imposing a very heavy loss 
on the Railway Commissioners? Will he 
bring the matter before Cabinet aL the 
earliest moment with a view to having 
special funds provided to enable the 
electrification work to be gone on with 1 

Mr. BALL : It is true that the Rail­
way Commissioners say they cannot 
carry out the electrification of the tram­
ways because of the want of funds and 
for other reasons. The matter is now 
under consideration. 

LITTLE BAY HOSPITAL: X-RAY 
APPARATUS. 

Mr. MUTCH : I desire to ask the 
Colonial Treasurer whether he can yet 
make a report upon the question asked 
by me some time ago respecting the in­
stallation of an X-ray apparatus at the 
Little Bay Hospital? 

Mr. OAKES : I cannot make a report 
to-day but shall do so later on. 

FALLOWING ALLOWANCES. 

Captain DUNN: I desire to ask the 
Minister for Agriculture whether he has 
yet made arrangements with regard to 
fallowing allowances, because it is rather 
important that the point should be 
decided 1 

Captain CHAFFEY: I have gone 
through the papers in regard to that im­
portant question. I have also referred 
certain questions to the departmental 
officer and to the Rural Bank with a view 
to the formulation of a scheme to provide 
for the necesoary assistance being given 
under a new method. I have not yet 
received replies. 

KOGARAH POLICE COURT. 

Mr. ARKINS : I desire to ask the 
Minister of Justice whether he is aware 
that serious congestion exists at the 
Kogarah police court owing to the 
number of cases awaiting hearing? 'Will 
he consider the appointment of extra 
court dayst 

Mr. LEY: The congestion at the 
Kogarah court is well-known to me. It. 
wtts brought under my attention last 
week. Steps are being taken to appoint 
extra court days until it is overcome. 

METHOD OF PUTTING QUESTIONS. 

Mr. BrEAKER : I must direct the 
attention of bon. members to standing 
order No. 77 which has been violated 
several times this afternoon. It is as. 
foilows :-

In putting any such question no argument. 
or opinion shall be oft'ered nor any facts sta,ted 
except so far as may be' necessary to explain 
such question. 

The long prefatory averments in which 
hon. members often indulge are quite out 
of order. 

SYDNEY HARBOUR TRUST. 

Mr. SCOTT FELL : Can the Colonial 
Treasurer inform hon. members if it is a 
fact that the Government intends to 
introduce a bill this session to amend the 
law relating to the mana,gement and con­
trol of the Sydney Harbour Trust~ 

Mr. COCKS: It is not the intention, 
in this session, to introduce a bill on the 
subject referred to. 

CLYDE ENGINEERING COMPANY. 

Mr. DRUMMOND: Will the Premier 
lay upon the table of the House the 
papers in connection with the agreement 
with the Clyde Engineering Company, 
Limited, which, according to recent sl!ate­
ments, has just been finalised? 

Sir GEORGE FULLER: As soon as 
the matter has been finalised, which is. 
not yet the case, full information will be 
given to hon. members. 

LOANS FOR SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

Mr. MUTCH : Can the Mini&ter of 
Public Instruction inform the House 
whether Cabinet has yet decided upon 
the question of providing loan funds for 
the building of public schools 1 If so, 
and if the Cabinet has decided in favour 
of such a course, what amount is it pro­
posed to make available, in this year and 
succeeding years 1 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: No decieion has 
yet been arriYed at, and the matter is 
still being seriously considered by the 
Cabinet, 
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NEWCASTLE SEWERAGE SCHEME. 

Mr. BADDELEY: I wish to ask the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks if he will 
make inquiries in regard to the necessity 
fol' proceeding with the sewerage scheme 
for the southern suburbs of N cwcastle, in 
order that that work may be put in hand 
for the purpose of absorbing a number of 
unemployed workers 7 

Mr. BALL: The question of the 
sewerage of Newcastle is now under con­
sideration. 1 will make inquiries into the 
matter. 

PAYMENTS FOR 1916-17 WHEAT 
POOL-

Mr. LOUGHLIN : Can the Colonial 
Treasurer inform tlu3 House whether he 
has yet made avitilable sufficient money 
to prty the value of the wheat whieh the 
committee oi in ''estigation reported waB 
lost in tllfl 1916-17 pool, owing to Gov­
ernment negligence 7 

Mr. GHEGOI~Y McGIHH.: On the 
same question, I desire to ask the Colonial 
Treasurer whether, in 'giving considera­
tion to this matter, he 1vill take also into 
consideration the fact that most of the 
scrip holders are rich .Jews of this city, 
who never grew ituy wheat in their livfls, 

· and consequently do not desene any 
compensation~ 

Mr. COOKS: I do not think that tho 
question asked by the hon. membet· Mr. 
Gregory McGirr was put to me seriously, 
and I therefore propose to ignore it. 

\Vith refere.we to the question ad­
dressed to nw by the bon. member Mr. 
I~oughlin, I wish to say thitt the scrip 
holders in regard to the l!H6-1'7 wheat 
are in the hitppy position of not only 
having been paid, in effect, the £549,000 
which was allocated for the purpose 
named, but they lmve been paid the sum 
of £700,000 over and above that which 
they were entitled to. Consequently, the 
larger amount atsot·bs tho smaller. 

Mr. MUTCH: Following upon the 
question just answered by the Colonia.l 
Treasurer, I wish to ask whethC'r he will 
make inquiries to ascertain what percent­
age of scrip is held by persons other tl1an 
the original owners and growers of the 
whe11t? 

Mr. COOKS : Who the holdet·s of 
scrip arc is not it matter that concerns 
me, .but if the Governruent has entered 

into obligations with regard to negotiable 
documents, clearly the Government hail 
to honor those obligations, wherever the 
scrip -may be. 

Mr. LOUGHLIN: I wish to a~k the 
Colonial Treasurer, with regard to the 
£700,000 which he said was overpaid to 
the wheat farmers, whether the amQunt 
was paid out of the Is. 3d. guarantee given 
by the Government under the guarantee 
arrangement, or was it an overpayment 
from some of the earlier pools 7 

Mr. COOKS : I am informed very 
distinctly that it was an overpayment 
of the money alloca.ted in connection with 
the l!J 16-17 pool. . 

Mr. LouGHLIX: It had nothing to do 
with the guarantee ! ' 

Mr. COOKS: I do not know anything 
about the guarantee, and I will not say 
whether this had anything to do with it 
Ol' not. Thnt is a mattez· which is not 
within my knowledge. It is overpay­
ment in regard to that pool in re~pect of 
which £549,000 was to be paid through 
certain responsibilities assumed by the 
Governmr,nt; 

Mr. MUTCH: Is the Ministr;r for 
Agriculture prepared "to lay on the table 
of the Honse a return showing the 
number of persons who a.re not the 
growers or the wheat who hold ·scrip in 

·connection with the various pools? 
Captain CHAFFEY: I Will investi­

gate the matter, and lot the hon. :.r'ezi1'ber 
know. 

Captain DUNN: I would like the 
Colonial Treasurer to say whetiwr it is 
not a fact that, althongh~he holders of 
scrip iu connection with the 1'916-17 
wheat pool were overpaid, the money used 
for the overpayment was drawn from the 
other pools, and that compensation will 
have to be made to the other pools before 
matters can be finalised? 

Mr. COOKS: I must as1; '.he hon. 
member to give notice of his question, 
not because I have not a desire to answ(::r 
it, but because I cannot follow its trend; 

Mr. GREGOHY McGIRR: I might be 
permitted to explain that, in referring 
to scrip hdd by brokers of this city, I 
llilCd the phrase "rich Jews" merely col­
loquially, and that I had no intention 
o£ passing aHy affront upon members of 
that particular race. What I wished to 
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say was that the scrip was held by men 
in the brokers' line of business, and not 
by the actual growers of the wheat. 

KOGARAH GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL. 

l\'lr. ARKINS: I desire to ask the 
Minister of Public Instruction whether it 
is a fact, as sta_ted in the press, that after 
his inspection of the Girls' High School 
8,t Koga.rah he said that the authority 
which allowed girls to be housed under 
such conditions should be given five 
years 1 Does the Minister intend to 
carry that eut, and does he intend also to 
c~trry out the very necessary alterations 
which should be made in that important 
school1 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: I should be very 
pleased to be in a position to carry out 
the very necessary alterations required 
at that sehool. With regard to the 
school itself, I think that at the com­
mencement of its operations it is utterly 
and entirely unsuitable for its purpose. 

FLOODS AT TEMPE, UNDERCLIFFE, 
AND MARRICKVILLE. 

Mr. ARKINS : Will the Secretary for 
Public Works inform the House whether 
his n,ttention has been drawn to the 
seriouil st.ate of the low-lying- land11 at 
Tempe, U ndercliffe, and portions of Mar­
rickville, which have been inundated by 

. the overflow from Cook's Rived Is l)e 
further aware that this is mainly caused 
by the lack of dredging facilities on 
that river 1 Will the Minister in view of 
thf.' fact that the dredge 1'empe for some 
-considerable time was utilised in dredging 
that river, sec that that dredge is 

. replaced, or· will he promise the people of 
that area that he will place some other 

.. dredge on the river, to prevent any further 
devastation of the kind that hitS taken 
place, and which to-day is rendering the 
whole of that area absolutely insanitary 
.and unhealthy 1 

Mr. BALL: I will have inquiries made 
.with a view to ascertaining the facts. 

MURRAY WATERS SCHEME. 
Mr. DAVIDSON: Has the Premier's 

attention been drawn to a statement made 
by the Prime M;inister in the Federal 
Parliament that . it would be necessary 

for this Parliament to pass certain mti­
fying legislation before the ' Murray 
River water scheme, could be proceeded 
with? 

Sir GEORGE FULLER: Yes. The 
matter has been under consideration by 
the Cabinet. The proposition is a very 
serious one so far as New South Wales 
is concerned, and we are not going to 
arrive at a determination except after 
the fullest inquiry. 

STATE CHILDREN REJ.,J.EF 
ALLmVANCES. 

1 Mr. LANE : I wish to ask the Minister 
of Public Instruction whether it is a 
fact, as has been stated, that he. has 
reduced the payments under the State 
Children Relief Act, and, if so, why~ 

Mr. BRUNTNELL: I 'vould like to . 
make a brief statement in reply to the 
hon. member's question. It is not a fact 
that I have given any orders or instruc­
tions that the per-head grant under the 
State Children Relief Act shall be re­
duced. It is a fact that, on assuming 
control of the department, I found that 
four years ago the expenditure was 
£8'7,000 per annum, while to-day it is 
£287,000 per annum. I have asked that 
a very careful investigation shall be 
made. I find from the returns supplied 
to me that we are paying allowances 
under the Act to 4,437 mothers in respect 
of 11,864 children. The maximum allow­
ance for a, child is lOs., and in respect 
of 6,596 children this maximum amount 
is bei~g paid. Obviously such a fund 
cannot go on increasing its expenditure 
unless particular attention is paid tc . 
making reductions wherever praeticablr, 
and the very competent board which deals 
with this matter is, under my direction, 
looking carefully into the whole of the 
cases. There can be no doubt that case." 
have been brought before the· board anti 
grants have been allowed where it hm; 
subsequently been found that the claims 
were based on what were practically im­
positions. The time has come when the 
people of this State have a right to kno-w 
that the money granted as State relief 
is not being paid away as if it were a 
perpetual pension. The department is 
oQnly what it is called-a 'State Reliei 
Department-and where the officers find 
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that parents have money in the bank or 
other avenues of income it is perfectly 
legitimate for the department to take up 
the attitude that until the resources of 
the parents arc exhausted they shall not 
be permitted to come on to the fund. If 
a parent has £60 in the bank, she ought 
not to apply to the State Children Relief 
Departn1ent, because the fund is intended 
to give relief only in eases of dire dis­
tress. . 

Mr. DAVIES: 'What do you mean by dire 
distress? 

~1:r. BRUNTNELJJ: I mean that if a 
parent has £60 in the bank she ought 
not to come on the funds of the State 
for relief. Unless that position is taken 
up the fund will break down of its own 
weight. I am firmly 0f the opinion that 
the time has arrived when some very· 
strict investigation shoi1ld be made into 
the whole system of charitable relief in 
connection with which there is a good 
deal of imposition and overlapping. 

ROYAL ALEXANDRA HOSPITAL FOR 
CHILDREN. 

:MI::SISTERIAL STATEMENT. 

}fir. OAKES: I wish to make a short 
statement in regard to the administration 
and control of one of our metropolitan 
hospitals-the 'Royal Alexandra Hospital· 
for Children. Many hon. members will 
probably remember some of the facts 
which have been published. Early in 1910 
an ex-employee of the hospital named 
Peters made certain charg·es against the 
management. The board of manage­
ment had the matter investigated by the 
Audit Department a year or two ago, 
and on a second occasion the senior in­
spector of the Audit Department made 
certain inquiries. Peters persisted in his 
charges against the administration, and 
the board of management enlisted the 
services of Mr. G. Mason Allard to make 
an independent investigation. His report 
has been supplied to the board of man­
agement, which has sent Jt on to me by 
way of courtesy only-I have no control 
in the matter. I forwarded the report 
on for the comment of the Auditor­
General, and that comment having 
reached me, I now place the whole of the 
papers on the table so as to give the 
fullest publicity to the matter in justice 
to the hospital authorities. 

:MURRAY LANDS SETTLEMENT. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

~fr. SreAli:ER: I have received a notice 
from the hon. member ~fr. Gregory 
McGirr that he desires to move the ad­
journment of the House to discuss a 
definite n~_atter of urgent public import­
ance, namely, "The suppression of re­
sponsible officers' reports in connection 
with the :M:mray lands settlement scheme 
of the present Government." 

Fi1:e hon. membcn having risen in their 
places, 

Question proposed. 
Mr. GHEGORY ~fcGIRR (Sydney), 

r5.53] : This is a question of public im­
portance, and, therefore, in the interests 
of the public generally, I raise the issue 
in order that we may have some definite 
clear statement from the Secretary for 
IJands on the· question. In almost every 
newspaper that circulates in the country 
districts we find contradictory state­
ments by one 1linister or another. The 
whole scheme is wrapped in mystery. It 
is circulated in the city that Sir Joseph 
Carruthers proposes to resign from the 
Cabinet on this subject under certain 
conditions. It is generally rumoured 
that responsible officers' reports have 
been, if not suppressed, at any rate ex­
cised or toned clown. Whether or not 
that is so I am not here to state, but I 
am here to have some definite explanation 
as to how the situation in connection 
with this great scheme stands, which 
involves the expenditure of public money. 
We are told that millions of. mm1ey are 
going to be spent on an arid area. We have 
a statement by Sir Joseph Carruthers 
to the effect that he will stand or fall by 
this scheme. On the other hand the 
Secretary for Lands makes a definite 
statement that his responsible officer does 
not stand for the fertility of the soil.· 

I have here the short report obtained 
by the Minister for :Agriculture, which 
has been laid on the table. It is of a 
somewhat startling character when it is 
considered that some millions of the 
people's money arc going to be spent on 
such an area. I have only had time since 
the paper was laid on the table to glance 
through it, but I find passages such as 
these:. 

The main portion of the area is how­
ever, composed of a rather dense ahuvial 



o74 Murray Lands Settlement [ASSEMBLY.] (Adjournment). 

sift, and, with the exception of one ·or 
two small areas of comparatively recent 
alluvial deposits, a.ppears to be not suit­
able for irrigation, according to its 
density. 

:Mr. Dol': What -part does that refer to? 
l\h. GREGORY :ThfcGIRR: To the part 

wes~ ·-=1f ~he Darling. The report goes on 
to state: 

The soil is red, but of a harsh character. 
Practically the only vegetation is blue 
bush. 
:we find from the report that the rainfall, 
which is 11.77 inches per annum in Bal­
ranald, is such that this area is not at 
all suitable for settlement or wheat-grow­
ing. 

Mr. Dm:: You are jumping hundred.; 
of miles! 

Mr. GREGORYl\IcGIRR: Exactly, and 
that is why I want a statement from the 
Government. Where does the GoYern­
ment propose to spend the money? \Vhere 
does it stand in connection with the 
officer's reports, and in connection with 
the statement by a member of the 
Crubinet, Sir Joseph Carruthers, who says 
that he will stand or fall by this policy? 

Mr. SmAKER: Order! I must draw 
the hon. member's attention to the rule 
':}at, in discussing a motion for adjourn­
_.,nent, he must confine himself to the one 
subject in respect of which the motion 
is made. I ask him to deal simply with 
the subject-matter of the motion, which 
is the suppression of certain reports. I 
will not permit the hon. member to go 
into the merits of the question referred 
to in the motion. He must confine him­
self to the matter of the suppression of 
the reports. . 

Mr. GREGORY McGIRR: I recognise 
that, after all, the question at issue is 
whether there has been a suppression of 
certain reports in connection with this 
particular area or not? Arc there 
any reports in existence which have 
not been made 'public? Where do 
these reports stand in connection with 
statements made by various responsible 
Ministers? In what way, for instance, 
does the Attorney-Genel'al obtain the 
right to say that this particular area will 
settle 8,000,000 settlers, while the reports 
of responsible officers state that the area 
is arid. In what manner does the Cabinet 
condone the statement of 011e of its lead­
ing members to the effect that he will 

[1111-. GTegory McGiTr. 

stand or fall by this proposal, when we 
have nothing in the statement submitted 
by Mr. :McDonald, the responsible officer, 
to substantiate the fertility or otherwise 
of the soil? I did not give notice to the 
:Minister in charge of this question, as no 
notice was necessary for such a proce­
dure, because the paper was laid on the 
table this afternoon. The question has 
been well ventilated in the press, but, so 
far, it is enshrouded in mystery. In 
view of the amount of money which is to 
be spent on this scheme thq public has a 
right to know where these reports begin 
and where they end, what reports are in 
existence, what the facts are in connec­
tion "·ith this area, and what the Govern­
ment proposes to do. 

Mr. AmuNs: Is it a fact that the report 
has robbed you of your .thunder? 

Mr. GREGORY McGIRR: No, it has 
supplied me with it. It is really a state­
ment of a flying trip made by some 
gentleman, who went with some members 
of Parliament and had a look at the dis­
trict, and was told that the land was 
better than he thought. 

:i\Ir. J. C. L. FrTZPATHICK: I think, Mr. 
Speaker, the hon. member must realise, 
in view of your ruling, that the whole 
proposition he has to argue is whether 
the reports have been suppressed or not. 
It is not a question as to the contents of 
the reports, or the character of the land, 
or an;ything apart from the one proposi­
tion as to whether the reports have been 
suppressed or not. 

Mr. SPEARER: I may call the attention 
of the hon. member further to the fact 
that it is not a question of whether the 
reports have been suppressed or not. I 
could hardly allow the hon. member Mr: 
Gregory !'IcGirr to discuss that matter 
on this motion for adjournment. If the 
"hon. member wishes to discuss the matter 
of the suppression of responsible officers1 

reports, I must assume that those reports 
have been suppressed. The hon. member 
puts that forward as a fact-a definite 
matter of pu-blic importance. I can only 
allow the ho~1. member to pursue the 
matter of the suppression of the reports. 
I cannot permit him, by the exercise of a 
little ingenuity, to travel beyond that 
matter, namely, the suppression of the 
reports. 
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Mr. GREGORY McGIRR: I have no 
desire to pursue the matter further, 
because, as you have said, sir, it is nar­
rowed down to the question of whether 
reports have or have not been suppressed. 
I do not state definitely that reports 
have been suppressed, but it is stated as 
la·tely as in this afternoon's paper that 
the report Df the Secretary for Lands 
has been suppressed. These statements 
are being published daily, and the public 
desires to know the truth. Let us know 
where we stand, and what is going to be 
done. I am here now to show anothe1· 
suppressed report. 

11:r. SPEAKER: Order! 
:Mr. GREGORY McGIRR: I refer to 

:the following statement in the press: 

Another SuppTessed BepOTt. 

A "statement from Sir George Fuller" 
reached this office ten minutes after we 
had gone to press yesterday, but it 
reached another evening paper in time 
for publication in its afternoon edition. 
In that statement Sir George l<'ullcr said 
that, "The statement in the J!Jvemng Ne1u.i 
that the Government has decided 'as a 
result of Mr. McDonald's adverse report, 
to drop the West Darling country from 
its Mt\rray lands scheme'--

Mr. WEARNE: On a point of order, does 
what the bon. member is reading refer to 
the report of an officer of the depart­
ment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a question 
for me to answer. So far I have not 
been able to ascertain whether it does or 
not, but I am waiting· for the hon. mem­
ber to connect it with the subject-matter 
o0f this motion for adjournment. 

Mr. GREGORY 1VicGIRR: The report 
goes on: 
.and, further, 'that in order to save its 
face the. Government will announce that 
this. section of the scheme will not be 
proceeded' with on account of the dis­
inclination of the South Australian Gov­
€rnment to co-operate in the extension 
of railways into New South Wales terri­
tory,' is a misrepresentation of facts." 

Mr. W EARNE: Is it not the Minister's 
report you are reading from? 

Mr. GREGORY McGIRR: It is Sir 
George Fuller's repo1·t sent to the press. 

Mr. WEARNE.: That is not a· depart­
mental officer's report! 

Mr. GREGORY Jl.'icGIRR: More or 
· less- it is. If the JI.Gnister's report has 
been suppressed--

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! I do not want 
to curtail the bon. member's remarks 
unnecessarily-! am quite sure that he 
will recognise that-but if that state­
ment refers to some report by Sir George 
Fuller, he must see that it has no bearing 
on the subject-matte"r of this motion for 
adjournment, which is "The suppression 
of responsible officers' reports in connec­
tion with the Murray lands settlement 
scheme." The term "responsible officers'' 
certainly docs not refer to Sir George 
J<uller. 

l\'ir. GREGORY :McGIRR: This state­
ment is that a further report has been 
suppressed. • I do not know ·whether re­
ports haYe been suppressed or whether 
they have not; but the floor of this House 
is the place to find out. 

:M:r. SPEAKEH: Order! All I can say is 
that if the hon. member does not know 
whether reports have been suppressed or 
uot, he has done a most improper thing 
in making the suppression of reports the 
su bject-m::~tter of a motion for adjourn­
ment. The adjournment of the House 
can, under the standing order, be moved 
only to discuss a specific matter; if the 
hon. mtember says he does not know 
whether the reports have been suppressed 
or not, I do not see how legitimately he 
can make the suppression of those reports 
the subject of a motion for adjournment. 
The subject of such a motion should be 
a definite matter -or a specific act of 
recent occurrence. The hon. member is 
responsible for the framing of his own 
motion, and I do not want unnecessarily 
to curtail his remarks; but I must 
observe the rules of the House. 

Mr. WEARNE (Namoi), Secretary for 
Lands [6.6]: I do not wish to take up 
time unnecessarily, neither do I think 
I am called upon. to make a speech in 
reply to the bon. member's remarks. I 
-do not knDw why he brought his motion 
forward. There has been no suppression 
Df reports by any officer or other person. 

Mr. GREGORY McGIRR: 
Mr. WEARNE: I do not see why I 

should make a speech to feed you with 
information on which to make another 
attack, but there has been no suppression 
of the report of any officer or other person 
in connection with the Murray trip, so 

· far as I know. A trip to the Murray 
River was arranged, and was carried out. 
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I myself made a report, as any other 
3Enister woul<l, to his Cabinet in regard 
to the matter. The Minister for .Agricul­
ture has made an explanation to the 
House, and I cannot undeTstand what 
the hon. member ~f ... Gregory ~fcGirr is 
dTiving at. . 

Question resolved in the negative. 

FRiVIAI,E El\IPLOYJ<:ES' "'AGJ~S RJJ.,L. 
:Nir. BAGNALL (St. George) [G.S] 

moved: -
. That .leave be gh·cn to bring in a hill 
to prov1de that there shall he no discrillll· 
J~ation in the r~tes of pay of )mtlcs and 
tenwlcs pcrformmg work of tl1e same char­
acter; to m~10nd. the Acts relating to in­
dustnal arlntratwn; and for purposeR con­
sequent thereon and incidental thereto. 

He ~ai<l: This is a proposal which I 
1)l'ought before the House during the la~t 
Parliament. It succeeded in reaching 
the ~ccond-rea~ling stage, but owing to 
Parhament bemg dissolved it is neces­
s~r~ for me to take it through the pre­
hmmary stages afresh. I ask the indul­
gence of hon. members- in order that I 
may reach the same stage at the earliest 
~Jossible moment. The principle inYolved 
m the motion is I think pretty well 
understood by hon. members. I believe 
there is a general appreciation of the 
necessity for doing something to bring 
about the establishment of the p1:!neiple 
<?f equal pa.y f01: women who are employed 
111 occupatwns m which they do the same 
class of work as men, but receive very 
much. lower rates. of pay. In this country· 
a wh1te Australia policy is the corner­
stone of our nationhood; and one of the 
principal reasons why we have adopted 
that policy is to remove the danger of 
eh~ap labour in opposition to our own 
white workers-. I cannot understand whv 
it i.s that we have not very much earli~~ 
~erwusly taken up the question of remov­
mg a blot upon our national life wherebv 
we permit· our industrial conditions t~ 
be injured and lessen the prospect of the 
men of our community securing employ­
n;ent because ?f the fact that ·by legisla­
twn we permit women to come in and 
do the .same work for lower pay. I am 
not one who is desirous of securin"' a 
revolutionary change in this matter"' al'l 

. at once. I realise that if legislation were 
brought in to-morrow to make the condi­
tions of pay equal immediately, it would 

[Mr. Wearne. 

inflict a very serious hardship upon large 
numbers of our women workers. I have 
made provision in tl1e bill which has been 
drafted so that undue hardship will not 
fall upon the women who are engaged in 
industries. 1 have provided that a period 
of five years shall elapse before the equal 
conditions fully apply, and that annually 
one-fifth of the difference shall be added 
to their wages until at the end of the 
fifth ;year the pay of female employees 
will be equal to that of male workers. 

Captain JJuxx: If women are doing the 
work equally as well and as efficiently as 
men, why should they wait :five years~ 

:Nfr. BAGNALL: I admit that the 
point which the hon. member has made is 
a very sound one, but I think he will see 
that the position exists frequently where 
to do the right thing immediately would 
do more harm than is desired by the 
paTty making the move in the matter. 
There are some 50,000 women workers in 
our various industries to-day, and thou­
sands are being added to their number 
each ;rear. ~1:ore and more the young 
girls of our community are going into th~ 
various avenues of industry, and more 
and more the;r are shoving· -the manhood 
of the country out of many industrial 
occupations. 

Captain Dcxx: l3ecause they are 
cheaper! 

:Mr. B.AGNAJ.L: There is no question 
that one of the principal reasons for -this 
is that tho labour of women is cheaper. 
It is an extraordinary thing that while 
we are so guarded against the importa­
:tion of cheap labour from overseas, whilst 
we are so opposed to the importation of 
coloured labour, because 'we recognise the 
certain fact that such labour would 
Teduce the economic conditions of our 
people, we ure apparently content to go 
on without making any move against 
cheap labour by women here, although 
we have a very real position existing in 

. our midst. It seems strange that up to 
the present time we have permitted onr 
womenfolk to go into our industries, ancl, 
so to speak, be made the slaves o:f our 
economic position. Therefore, I believe 
we are called upon to move in this matter, 
so that this -state of affairs shall be 
remedied at the earliest possible moment. 
Surely hon. members must, if they con­
template the problem 'which is arising 
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in Australia, as well as in other parts of 
the world, recognise that the evils aris­
ing out Df this position not only bear 
hard upon the women themselves, but 
have a serious effect upon the prospects 
of the natiDn as a whol~, because 
through the performance of the same 
class of work as men do they are gradually 
driving the manhood out of three-fourths 
of the industries of the State, and soon 
we shall reach a position in which the 
manhood of the country will Dnly be em­
ployed in performing the heavier manual 
tasks, because all the forms of labour that 
can be undertaken by our women-folk 
will be completely in their hands, owing· 
to the economic factor that their labour 
is considerably cheaper. When these 
facts are brought home to hon. members 
they should be aroused to the necessity 
for taking action immediately to correct 
this very serious position. I am anxious 
that this bill shall become law at the 
earliest possible moment. At this stage 
it would be unusual to take up too much 
time discussing the details of the pro­
posal, and all I ask is that the House will 
give me leave to introduce the bill, and 
on the second -reading more detailed in­
formation will be given as to the rami­
fications of its operations and the very 
serious position disclosed. 

fllfr. 8peake·r left the chai1· at G.IG p.m. 
The Ilouse 1·eS11.mecl at 7.15 p.m.] 

Mr. BAGNAI~L: I was just concluding 
1ny remarks on the introductory stage as 
I am anxious to reach the more important 
stage when I shall have an opportunity 
to submit to the House full details of 
the measure I have had drafted. I ask 
hon. members to allow the motion to go 
without further discussion, because the 
opportunity will occur on the second 
reading for a full-dress debate. 

There being no seconder the motion 
lapsed. 

FRANCHISE EXTENSION BIJ,L. 
::Mr. BAGNALL (St. George) [7.17]: 

I move: 
That leave be given to bring in a bill te 

provide that the Parliamentary Electo­
rates and Elections Act be amended to 
make provision for the extension of the 

. franchise to permit of parents having 
additional votes on behalf of their chil­
dren; and for purposes oonsequent 
thereon and incidental thereto. 

Hon. members not appreciating the 
necessity for taking action in the direc­
tion indicated in the motion which has 
just been dealt with, I hope that I shall 
have better support for this motion. 

This is also the preliminary stage, 
therefore it will not be in order for me to 
deal with the matter in detail. But the 
question of doing something to introduce 
a more stable note in our franchise is 
one which must appeal to all who are 
considering the difficulties of democratic 
government in our time. Historians tell 
us that all democracies have destroyed 
themselves. In recent yenrs we have wit­
nessed very substantial evidence of tl1e 
tTuth of this clnim that the democratic 
foTm of government nppears to be so 
inherently weak in its foundation that it 
is practically impossible for such a gov­
ernment to continue for any lengthy 
period. I believe that here in Australia 
we have an illustration of the weakness 
provided by a franchise which does not 
go far enough in the direction of appre­
ciating the principle upon which adult 
suffrage was bTought into being. 

Notice taken that there was not a 
([u.orum present, 

Mr. SPJ~AKllR adjourned the House 
at 7.22 p.m. 

1Lrg(~latil.le ~ouncH. 

Weclnesday, 26 July, 1922. 

:\Icmber Sworn--Lea·ve of Absence--Legislative Council 
Reforms- Income-tax Assesslpents- Dubbo-Werris 
Creek Railway - Tubercular Duiry Cattle - Basil'! 
·wage: Profits o Companies_!:,. Bank of New South 
Wales Bill-Encroachment of Buildings Bill (second 
rcading)-Adjournment (Soldiers' Street Bands). 

The PRESIDENT took the chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

The Ron. Sir Edward Owen Cox took 
the oath and subscribed the roll. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
The PRESIDE:IrT announced the receipt 

of a message from his Excellency the 
Governor intimating that he had granted 
leave of absence during the currency of 
the session to the Ron. F. Jago Smith. 




