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enjoy special conditions that are not 
provided for settlers in another irriga­
tion a1:ea, who, in consequence, are com­
pelled to pay a higher rate for water 
used by 'them. The Government is acting 
unwisely in inflicting high charges on 
settlers in certain irrigation areas. 'It 
is not fair that discrimination should be 
exereised between one settlement and 
another, and on this occasion, as on pre­
vious occasions, the members of the 
Uountry party in this Chamber are act­
ing against the inter~sts of the people 
they represent. I hope that the Govern­
ment will accept the amendment and 
reduce the .charges to the settlers on the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. 

The l-Ion. J. M. CONCANNON 
{10.44]: I agree witl.1 the Ron. Mr. 
J\icGirr that the explanation of the Min­
ister was extremely weak. He said that 
. as a result of special inquiry the settlers 
on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area had 
had their rates :fixed by Act of Parlia­
ment. I am endeavouring to give the 
same concession by Act of Parliament 
to the small settlers on the Mirrool 
Creek Irrigation Area. I suggest that 
the best inquiry is the petition which 
has been presented by the small land­
holders who are trying to make a living 
under adverse conditions. These settlers 
are being charged Ss. an acre-foot for 
water, whereas the Koomba Station is 
being charged 5s. an acre-foot. I should 
like ·the J\{inister to explain the differen­
tiation in prices to which I have already 
referred. 

The Hon. J. RYAN [10.45] : The mat­
ter to which the hon. member has refer­
red has nothing to do with the amend­
ment. \Ve are now dealing with charges 
fixed per water 1·ight per annum. \Ve 
would all like to be generous and· t.o 
.reduce the liabilities of the settlers, but 
I suggest that in the interests of the 
State it would be improper to accept an 
amendment which would reduce the 
charges to such an extent as not to meet 
the cost of maintenance and other costs 
_in connection with .the work. 

Question-That the words proposed to 
be struck out stand-put. The Com­
mittee divided: 

.Ayes, 17; noes, 9; majority, 8. 

Armstrou g, T. 
Bassett, G. D. 
Binks, A. N. 
Cambridg~, W. C. 
Hawkins, H. M·. 
Holden, '1.'. S. 
Horne, H. S. 
Kater, Sir Norman 
Manfred, M. E. 

AYES. 

l\fitchell, E. M. 
Hosentha~, .Sir Charles 
liyan, J. 
Steele, Major 
'fout, Sir Frederick 
Wragge, H. M. 

1'eileTs, 
Latimer, H. 
Whiddon, H. vV. 

NOES. 

Archer, G. S. McGirr, P.M. 
Concannon, J. M. ··-smith, S. J. 
Culbert, J. Tellers, 
Mahony, R. Graves, J. J. 
Martin, J. B. Tyrrell, .T. J. 

Question so reaolved in the affirmativ~. 
Amendment negatived. 

Clause as amended agreed to . 

Bill reported with amendments; re­
port adopted ... 

FIRST READINGS .. 

The following bills were received from 
the J.egislative Assembly and read a :firs.t 
time:~ 

Prince Henry Hospital Bill. 
Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill. 

House adjourned at 10.57 p.m. 

l.egislntibe ~ssembl}!. 

Tuesday, 23 June, 1936. .t' 

.Printed Que~tions and Answers-Questions wi~~wut 
Notice--Proposed Rnilwny-Sutherland to Cronulla 
-Assent to Biils-Business of. the House­
Piotion of Urgcncy)-Prince Henry Hospital 
Hill-Methodist Church, Rockdale, Cemetery Biii­
Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill-Abod­
gines Protection (Amendment) Bill (second read­
ing)....:.Extension of Sitting-Aborigines Protectim• 
(Amendment) Bill-Roman Catholic Church Trust: 
Property Bill (•econd renrling)-Ncwcastle Agri­
cultural, Horticultural and Industrial As~ociatiorr 
(Amendment) Bill-Murrumbidgee Turf Club 
(Divesting) Bill-Public Resrn·es: Public Hall •. 
""'·crtire-The Presbyterin~ Church (New Sou!bi 
Wales) Property Trust Bill. 

J\{r. AcnKa-SPEAKF.R took the chair .• 

The opening Prayer .was rend. 
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:PRINTED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
TROLLEY miNIBUSES. 

:fi<Ir. MATTHEWS asked the ACTING­
:PRE~HER AND },fiN1STER FOR TRANSPORT,­

'Will he inform the House (a) the num.­
:ber of trolley omnibuses installed by the 
{:)om missioner of Road Transport; (b) 
the average annual cost per omnibus for 
-:upkeep; (c) the amount. of profit or l~ss 
:Shown by the trolley omnibus service 
:since its installation? 

Answer,-I am informed:-
(a) Four; (b) £1,021, including depre­

oeiation; (c) profit, £2,294. 

YOUNG AUSTRALIA LEAGUE. 

Mr. QUIRK asked the CoLONIAJ, SEc­
lllETARY,-(1) Will he inform the House 
. (a) What is the Young Australia 
League; (b) is it in any way connected 
"'IVith the Federal or State Governments 
o()f Australia; (c) what becomes of the 

.. profits made by the League; (d) who are 
othe main shareholders; (e) has it ever 
JJroduced a balance-sheet for public in­
formation; (f) by whose authority the 

·League uses the name, tl!e flag, and the 
:--crest of the Commonwealth of Australia 
"to advertise its performances? (2) Does 
!he consider that it is in the interests of 
...Australia that this League should send 
:to other countries cheap vaudeville per­
-formances, as examples of Australian 
-culture and dramatic art, as was done 
Tecently in "South Africa·? (3) Is he of 
<>pinion that it is in the interests of the 
-education and health of boys that they 
~hould be induced to leave their homes 
io trave~ ·under the auspices of the Young 
..Australia League? ( 4) Is it a fact that 
{a) all those who took part in the re-

7<eent South African tour were children of 
working men; (b) the League claims 
that 'it desires no profit? (5) If the 

·:answers to question ( 4) are in the affir-
mative, will he recommend that the 
<Government take action to see that not 
Jess than 50 per cent. of the profits of 
that tour are gl.ven to the boys' parents, 

'instead of the 10 per cent. ·which has 
lbeen given t (6) Will he _also recom­
wend that the Government hol~ an in­
oqni~y .into' th~· ramifications and dealings 
I(){ the League so that all ,appropriate in-

formation may be made available to 
parents who contemplate allowing their 
boys to travel under the auspices of that 
body? 

Answer,-(1) (a) The Young Aus­
tralia League is an association incor­
porated under the Associations Incor­
poration Act, 1895, of Western Austra­
lia. The purposes and ideals of the 
League are stated to be the advancement 
of the moral and material welfare of the 
youth of Australia, and include "Edu­
cation by Travel." The League is con­
trolled by a governing council located at 
Perth; (b) the League, as far as can 
be ascertained, is not connected in any 
way with the Federal Government or the 
Government of New South Wales. No 
information is available as to whether it 
has any connection with the other State 
Governments; (c) no information is 
available to me as to the distribution of 
any profits made by the League; (d) no 
particulars are available to me as to any 
shareholders; (e) I have no knowledge 
as to whether a balance-sheet has been 
produced; (f) the use of the name, :flag 
lolnd crest of the Commonwealth of Aus­
tralia is a Federal matter. (2) It is 
not within my province to · offer- an 
opinion on behalf of the Government 
as to the merits· of the performances 
given by the Young Australia League 

· recently in South Africa. (3) The 
question of the welfare of boys under the 
age of 14 years is one which is dealt 
with by the Department of Education. 
Representations, I understand, were re­
cently made successfully by that De­
partment to prevent four boys under the 
school leaving age of 14 years from 
travelling abroad as entertainers. This 
action was taken by the Federal Govern­
ment, which refused to issue passports 
to the boys concerned, and insisted, in 
the case of two others who were over 
the age of 16 years, that their return 
fare should be deposited to ensure their 
safe return. Similar· action, it is be­
lieved, will be taken in the futurein any 
case where the welfare of boys of tender 

·years is concerned. ( 4) (a) The family 
circumstances of the boys who recently 
toured South Africa.are not known; (b) 
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no infor:rrmtion is available to me as to 
the claims .of the League concerning the 
allocation of its profits. (5) This Gov­
e~nment has no authority to intervene 
in the distribution of any profits earned 
by the League on the South African 
tour. (6) The necessary steps have 
already been taken to deal fully with 
any affairs of the League so far as 'New 
South Wales is concerned. In this re­
gard the League is being called upon 
to comply with the Companies Amend­
ment i\(!t, 1906-1907, by effecting regis­
tr'ation urioer that' Act. In addition, the. 
League has been informed that, so far 
a'S its New South Wales activities are 
concerned, registration as a . charity 
under the Charitable Collections Act, 
1934, mu~t be approved if the organisa­
tion makes any appeals to the public of 
New South Wales for support by way of 
donations, collections, concerts, enter­
tainments, and the like. Four communi­
cations have been forwarded to Mr. J. R. 
Williams, of Melbourne, Deputy Direc­
tor of the League, informing him that 
the Department regarded the organisa­
tion as a charity, and that it was in­
cumbent upon it to be registered under 

·the Act before appeals for support were 
made to the public in New South Wales. 
In addition, Mr. G. H. Thompson, 
honorary secretary pro. tem. of the New· 
S6uth Wales Branch of the League, has 
bee.n advised of the illegality involved 
in raising money in New South Wales 
by means of donations, subscriptions, 
bazaars, fetes, entertainments, socials, 
concerts, etc,, unless registration as a· 
charity:has been approved. An applica­
tion has not been lodged, and before any 
registration will be granted as a charity 
the most comprehensive inquiries will 
lie made into the affairs of the· organisa­
tion.· 

INCOME ''rAX (MANAGEMENT) BILL. 

.. ,Mr. D.A VIDSON asked the AcTING­
Qo~ONIAL TREASURER AND MINISTER FOR. 
LocAL GovERNMENT A..'<o SECRETARY FOR 
PuBqq_ WoRKS,-(1) Will he inform the 
Hpuse- whether special provisions for 
rural- workers are to be made under the 
Income T·ax (Management) Bill (No.: 

2) now before the House? (2) If t_he 
answer to question (1) is in the affirma­
tive will he extend the same provisions 
to ~II societies registered under the Co­
operation Act of New South Wales? 

.Answer,-(1) The bill now before the 
House does not make any special pro­
vision for rural workers. (2) See answer 
to question (1). 

PREFERENCE TO RETURNED 
SOLDIERS. 

Mr. :w. DAVIES asked the AcTING­
PnE)I!Ell AXD J'.frNISTER FOR TRAXSPORT,­
(-1) Is it a fact that (a) the Returned 
Soldiers' Employment Board decided 
not to insist upon preference for re­
turned soldiers on relief works; (b) 
one man with a wife and three child­
ren has been placed on the dole, whilst 
a single man (returned soldier) has been: 
given his position on a Government 
work; (c) preference of employment to 
returned soldiers in the mining indus-­
try is likely to cause industrial trouble? 
(2) If the answers to question (1) are 
in the affirmative, will he consider th·~. 
advisability of repealing the Returned 
Soldiers and Sailors Employment Act, 
1919, because of the anomalies that have' 
Arisen and the hai·dships that have been 
iilflicted uppn workers by its application 
in various industries? 

.Answer,-(1) (a) and (b). The Re­
turned Soldiers and Sailors' Employ­
ment Board has expressed the view that­
i't should not take action to secure pre­
ference to returned men in any employ­
ment arranged for the .provision . of. 
social relief to all persons who are un-­
employed in a particular locality, . in 
which relief returned soldiers and sailors 
~hare; (c) I am not aware. (2) No. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. 
UNEMPLOYED: BLANKETS AND 

CLOTHING . 

Captain DUNN: Is the Colonial Sec-~ 
retary aware that applications by the 
very poor for clothing - and blankets 
closed on the 31st 'May last, and that 
unless people :·wanting-- clothing- 'imd 
blankets were· in receipt .of· foodr·or ·had 
relief work, they were not eligible·_ to 
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apply? Furthermore, does the :Minister 
know that many people who have never 
received food relief or been given relief 
work are in extremely poor circum­
stances, and need blankets and cloth­
ing? In view of the present cold 
weather in many districts throughout 
the State, will the :Minister, in view of 
1he urgency of the matter, take it up 
with his colleague, the Minister for 
Social Services, with a view to having 
the time for the issue of blankets and 
clothing extended? 

Mr. W. F. M. ROSS: On the same 
question, will the Minister take into con­
sideration the question I raised on the 
adjournment of the House last Thursday, 
when I asked that the present regulation, 
which compels applicants for clothing 
and blankets to be employed on relief 
work prior to the date of their applica­
tion, be abolished, and will he issue an 

. instruction that all applications for 
clothing and blankets shall be con­
sidered on their merits, irrespective of 
the date on which they are lodged? 

'Captain CHAFFEY: In reply to both 
hon. members, issues of boots and cloth­
ing have taken place in the same manner 
as in the past. The Government was 
allotted a certain sum-over £90,000-
for the provision of boots and clothing 
for the needy poor. The practice has 
been to issue boots and clothing to 
persons in greatest need of them. I 
understand that the amount allotted 
has been exhausted, and it is true 
that under the regulation no appli­
cations were admitted after the 31st 
May last. The amount of money allot­
ted having been exhausted, the ques­
tion now is whether additional funds 
can be made available. No date is 
fixed for the closing of applications for 
blankets, and each case is dealt with 
entirely on its merits. An application 
is lodged, the case is investigated, and 
H the circumstances wari,ant it, the 
blankets are issued. In view of the dis­
cussion that took place on the adjourn­
ment on Thursday last, and the ques­
tions asked by both. hon. members, I 
shall bring the matter under the notice 
r·f my colleague, the Minister for Social 
Services. 

HOMEBUSH .ABATTOIRS. 

Mr. WEAVER: In view of the fact 
that, until certain regulations have been 
gazetted, the Homebush Abattoirs are 
unable to institute the most up-to-date 
and modern methods of management, to 
attain which nearly £200,000 has been 
expended, will the Minister for Health 
give an undertaking to this House that 
he will place the notice upon the table 
and have the regulations gazetted before 
the end of this session? 

Jlfr. FITZSIMONS: The .regulations 
in question were delivered to me yester­
day morning by the Crown Law officers. 
So far I have only made a preliminary 
examination of them, but I hope to 
complete my examination during the 
afternoon, after which I shall submit 
the regulations to Cabinet. It is anti­
cipated they will be gazetted and tabled 
before Parliament rises . 

KURRI KURRI HOSPITAL: MATRON'S 
DISMISSAL. 

Mr. BADDELEY: Has the Minister 
for Healt.h received a petition from 
certain subscribers who reside at Pela~ 
Jlfain with regard to the dismissal of 
the matron of the Kurri Kurri Hospi­
tal? If the Minister· has received the 
petition, will he ·see that a public in­
quiry is instituted immediately? If he 
has not received it, will he make in­
quiries into the .matter and see what 
can be done.? 

Mr. FITZSIMONS: I am aware of 
the circumstances leading up to the dis·· 
missal of the matron of the Kurri Kurri 
:District Hospital. When I was at New­
castle last week some members of the 
Kurri Kurri Hospital 'Committee met me 
and the members of the Commission, and 
explained the reasons that actuated 
them in taking the rather drastic step 
of asking the matron for her resigna­
tion. It is the policy of the Commis­
sion not to interfere in domestic mat­
ters of hospital management unless ~e 
public interest is in some way affected, 
but now that a petition has been re­
ceived from certain residents of the 
district asking for an investigation, the 
matter is placed in a different category, 



Questions and Answers. [23 JU::.\E, 1936.) Questions and Answers. 4813 

and at the next meeting of the Hospi­
tals Commission, which will be held 
within the next few days, consideration 
will be given to whether or not the 
Superintendent of Hospitals shall hold 
a public inquiry. 

.MAIN ROADS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr, LEE: In view of the fact 
that the Main Roads (AmP.nnment) Rill 
involves an element of government by 
commission, and as it will definitely 
trespass upon local government and par­
liamentary control, wiU the Premier de­
fer consideration of the bill for a period 
of, say, three months, so that hon. mem­
bers and those who represent local gov­
erning bodies may have a chance to dis­
cover how far the bill will make inroads 
upon local government control, as 
against government by commission? 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: It is very 
essential that this measure should go 
through, particularly as four-fifths of 
the bill deals with definite Government 
policy that is actually in operation to­
day, and the adjustment of the finances 
{)f the State to meet that policy. 
The greater part of it validates the 
policy of the Government that has been 
in operation since January last. The 
Jew clauses that deal with local govern­
ment matters involve no principle 
that has not been incorporated in the 
Main •Roads Act since its inception in 
1924, but merely amplify the existing 
practice in one or two c·ases, which I 
·can fully explain to any hon. member 
concerned. The statements which ap­
}Jear in the press to the effect that the 
measure involves a great departure from 
the present procedure, and places all 
sorts of wide powers in the ·hands of the 
·Commissioner are not correct. 

:DEPARTMENTAL STORES: SALE OF 
LIQUOR. 

Mr. LAZZARINI: Is the 1-finister o£ 
.J' ustice aware whether his department 
·has received information to the effect 
that a number of departmental stores, 
which have dancing rooms on their pre­
:mises, are breaking the law by illegally 
;ge:ling liquor at dance3 conducted on 

those premises? Is it a fact that a raid 
was made on the Blaxland- Galleries last 
Friday night, and those concerned were 
caught redhanded selling liquor illegally 
to persons who had been detailed to make 
an investigation? If that is the case, is 
a prosecution going to follow that de­
tection of an infringement of the law? 

Mr. L. 0. 1-fARTIN: It is not a fact 
that my department has knowledge that 
departmental stores are selling liquor 
illegally. 

Mr. D. CLYXE: Wby not send someone 
to investigate? 

Mr. L. 0. MARTIN: That has already 
been done. I am informed that a prose­
cution is pending in regard to something 
that happened last Friday night and, 
following the general rule observed in 
this Assembly, I propose to say nothing 
about it until the prosecution is con­
cluded. 

I' 

RETURNED SOLDIERS: PREFERENCE. 

:Mr. J. C. ROSS: Is the Minister for 
Local Government aware that the Syd­
ney County Council has advertised that 
positions are vacant in the electricity 
department for adults between the ages 
of 23 and 30 years? Will the 1-finister 
give consideration to this evasion of the 
provisions of the Returned Soldiers and 
Sailors Employment Act? Further, has 
:the :Minister or the Returned Soldiers 
and Sailors Employment· Board given 
exemption to the Sydney •County Coun­
cil to engage staff in this way? 

Mr. SPOONER: I am not aware that 
the Sydney County Council is advertis­
ing· for the assistance mentioned by the 
hon. member, but I will have inquiries 
made into the subject. The S'ydney 
County Council, as well as all other 
bodies .concerned, must observe the pro­
visions of th~ Returned Soldiers and 
Sailors Employment Act. No case 
brought under my notice recently, sug­
gests that there has been a violation 
of the provisions of the Act. The 
Sydney County Council is empowered 
to engage its own employees and the 
Uinister has no power to intervene in 
that respect, nor to grant exemptions 
from the provisions of the Act. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT: CITY OF SYDNEY. 

Mr. D. CLYNE: Is the Minister for 
Labour and Industry aware that unem­
ployment within the city area is now 
more acute than ever it was? Is it a 
fact that there has not been a call-up for 

·city men at the City Labour Exchange · 
for several weeks? In an endeavour 
to alleviate the e..-.,:traordinary misery 
that prevails, will the Minister consult 
Cabinet and the U nemploy111ent Relief 
Council for the purpose of providing 
work for these men at the earliest pos­
sible moment? 

Mr. DUNNINGHAM: A question was 
. asked by the hon. member for Phiilip 
a few weeks ago relative to calls-up in 

. the city of Sydney area, and I then gave 
detailed information c·overing a certain 
.period. The Government is hoping that 
.provision will be made to employ anum­
ber of the men who are now unemploy~d 
in the city area in connection with the 
completion of the city railway and many 

:Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and 
Drainage Board jobs, which, it is ex­
.pected, will be begun shortly. I will 
give consideration to the hon. member's 
question and see whether immediate ac­
tion can be taken to relieve the position. 

KING'S BIRTHDAY HONOURS. 

Mr. MAIR: Has the attention of the 
Acting-Premier been drawn to a state­

_ment in the press that the King's birth­
. day honours list was taken to London by 
Mr. Stevens, instead of such list being 
sent through the constitutional and re­

. gular channels? If the statement ·is 
correct, will the Acting-Premier kindly 
advise the House of the position? 

Mr. LAZZARINI: I wish to know 
·from the Acting-Premier on what quali­
·fications was a gentleman by the name of 
Mr. Snow recommended to his Majesty 
the King for a birthday honour? 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: In reply to 
the hon. member for Albury, my atten­
tion was· drawn to a statement appear­

'ing in the press to the effect that the 
list of recommendations was taken to 
England by the. Premier, instead of the 
usual course being followed of present­
ing the ·list to his Majesty's repre-

sentative here, to · be forwarded by 
him to the Dominions Office. I can 
assure this House and also the country 
that that statement is incorrect. 
The recommendations followed the 
usual channel of communication accord­
ing to constitutional practice. They 
were presented to his Excellency the 
Lieutenant~Governor here, and he in 
turn forwarded them for the considera­
tion of his Majesty the King. In. -~e­
ply to the bon. member for Marrickville, 

. I would suggest that he direct his ques­

. tion to the Commonwealth authorities. 
who may supply him with. the informa.­
tion he requires. In this State Sir Syd­
ney Snow is looked upon as a man of 

.high integrity . 
l\fr. LAZZAlU:NI: His only qualification 

is the sweating of female labour and 
young girls! 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: No doubt 
his various activities, both in the C!om­
mercial and the charitable world, have 
been taken into account. 

Mr. LEE : May I ask the Acting-Pre­
mier what explanation he can give of 
the action of the Government ·in face 
of tl1e following resolution carried by 
this House in 1923 on the motion of 
Mr. George Cann: 

That in the opinion of this House the 
granting of titles is contrary to the senti­
ment of the citizens of New South Walesf 

In view of the fact that three members 
of the present Government-the Acting­
Premier, the Minister for Education and 
the Minister for Mines-supported that 

·resolution, can the Acting-Premier in­
form the House why a departure has 
been made from its terms? 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: The last list 
under which the various recipients to­
day received their honours was prepa1:ed 
by the Premier prior to his departure 
and was sent to the Lieutenant-Governor_ 
The resolution the hon. member quotes 
was carried in this House in the time o£ 
Sir George Fuller, and if the hon. mem­
ber wants an explanation from me as to­
why I supported it, and why I have 
now acquiesced in honours being 
granted, to be quite candid, I may·tell 
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him I supported the resolution as a pro­
test against the kind of persons who had 
been recommended for honours. 

Mr. LEE: This House has not changed 
its opinion! 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: The present 
House did not carry the resolution. 
To assist the hon. member's memory I 
might mention that recommendations 
for honours were submitted to the 
King's representative in New South 
Wales during the life of the Bavin­
Buttenshaw Government, which paid no 
regard to the resolution. 

RELIEF WORK. 
Mr. BOOTH: Is the Minister for 

Labour and Industry aware that in­
structions have been issued that no new 
applications are to be considered for re­
lief work in the Kearsley Shire Council 
area~ In view of the distress existing 
in that district, will the Minister in­
fnrm the House whether it is the defi­
nite policy of the Government not to 
allow any new applications for relief 
work in that area; if not, will he take 
immediate st~ps to ensure that the 
young men there who are denied 
the right to register anl'l to obtain work 
under the relief· scheme are given 
favourable consideration~ 

Mr. DUNNINGHAM: I am not 
aware of the issue of any such instruc­
tions. The last intimation that I re­
ceived relative to anything being done 
in that district was from a deputation 
led by the bon. member for Cessnock 
the other day, which intimated that cer­
tain drainage work was to be carried 
out. I then stated that no obstacle 
would be placed in the way of men being 
called up. 

Mr. BooTH: The regulation as read to 
me states that no new applications for 
work in the Kurri Kurri electorate or 
any part of the Kearsley Shire area 
would be accepted! 

Mr. DUNNINGHAM: I am not 
aware of the circumstances, but I will 
look into the matter. 

Mr. KILPATRICK: The scale laid 
down for relief work in connection 
with . water and sewerage works is 

one week in four weeks for single mea 
and two weeks in five weeks for­
married men. Will the :Minister for­
Labour and Industry endeavour to ob­
viate the long space of time between. 
periods of work by allowing these men-. 
to be registered on the unemployed re­
lief list, and to be employed -by different: 
contractors on the condition that they­
are so registered ~ 

~fr. O'SULLIVAN: When the !finis::. 
ter is answering the question of the hon­
inember for vV agga W agga, will he also" 
inform the House why men who have. 
daughters or sons working are not al­
lowed to register for relief work~ Is: 
the Minister aware that men at Pad­
dington have reported at the depot for­
registration, but the officials will not'. 
allow them to register because they say­
the permissible income regulations do­
not allow of their registration if they­
have a son or daughter working~ Will' 
the lfinister take steps to see that men­
are not thus debarred from registratioii! 
because they have a son or daughtel­
earning money? 

:Mr. DUNNINGHAM: There is no­
such instruction or regulation that pre­
vents any unemployed person from regis­
tering for relief work. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN: If these men apply­
for registration for relief work, the offi­
cials refuse to register them ! 

Mr. DUNNINGHAM: Any person out: 
of employment is eligible for relief wol'lr .. 
and the services of the Labour Exchanges· 
are available to him. In reply to th~ 
hon. member for W agga W agga, if he· 
desires that these persons be registered' 
that will be attended to at once. If 
his request refers to making relief wprlc 
available for them and permitting par..:. 
ticipation in other work, that is abso­
lutely impossible. 

WATER SUPPLY: THE HILLS 
DISTRICT. 

lfr. LANG: Will the bon. lfinister 
inform me what has become of the pro­
mised scheme of water supply for domes~ 
tic purposes and irrigation for the Hills 
district~ 
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. :Major SHAND: There is to be an in­
vestigation by the :Minister for Public 
1\Vorks and Local Government and myself, 
:ts well as other persons interested, to see 
what steps can be taken to ensure -an 
. adequate supply of water for the Hills 
district and towns in the immediate 
:vicinity, namely, Windsor and Rich­
mond. 

)!:'UBLIC HOSPITALS: CHARGES TO 
VISITORS. 

. Mr. FR.AJ.~K BURKE : Is the Minis­
ter for Health aware that the public 
lwspitals in the metropolitan area make 
~'l· charge of 6d. to relatives visiting 
patients on visiting days~ Visits by 
two relatives only are allowed each 
patient while other relatives are sub­
jected to the charge. Is the Minister 
.aware· that this is a great hardship as 
it is not always possible for relatives 
to pay 3s. or 4s. a week to visit patients 
in a hospital~ Will the Minister take 
the matter up with the Hospitals Com­
:p:~ission with a view to finding other 
means of securing revenue~ 

l\ir. FITZSUiONS: It has been the 
])ractice for many years in public hos­
]Jitals to provide regular visiting days 
when all and sundry may visit persons 
~n hospitals. 

:Mr. FRANK BuRKE: If they pay! 

l\fr. FITZSIMONS: Free of all cost 
· .on visiting days. 

lioN. l\'lE:r.rBERS : No, no ! 

J\ir. FITZSIMONS: If they are direct 
relatives of persons who are sick they 
can visit them at all times, free of 
.cost. 

RoN. l\iEliiBERS: The Minister is 
\Wrong! 

. Mr. FITZSIMONS: Hon. members 
must recognise that if there is to be a 
constant stream of visitors at all hours 
·of the day and night at public hospitals, 
it will result in unnecessary trouble and 
inconvenience to the staff: the public 
hospitals contend that as extra staff is 
on duty while visitors are present, it 
bas been found necessary to have a mini­
rnum charge to meet that service. I will 
·take up the matter with the Hospitals 

Commission. I think most public hospi­
tals are following the right course in the 
interests of the patients themselves of 
seeing that there is some supervision over 
this constant stream of visitors . 

PRISONS DEPARTMENT: FORTH-
COMING APPOINTMENTS. . 

l\ir. C. A. KELLY: Is the Minister of 
Justice aware that two very important 
appointments are about to be made in the 
Prisons Department~ Is he further awaro 
that the Prisons Department Branch of 
the Public Service Association has held 
meetings throughout the country protest­
ing against preference 1n these appoint­
ments being shown to the clerical as 
against the disciplinary staff. Is the 
Minister further aware that these ap­
pointments call for work of a disciplin­
ary nature, and will he ask the Comp­
troller-General whether it is his int'ention 
to appoint to these positions men from 
the disciplinary section or from the 
clerical section, as at Bathurst. 

Mr. L. 0. MARTIN: It is not at all 
a matter for the Comptroller-General to 
make these appointments. 

:Mr. C. A. KELLY: He can make recom­
rpendalions! 

:Mr. L. 0. MARTIN: Quite true, and 
the appointment rests not with him nor 
with me, nor with the Government, but 
with the Public Service Board. The 
factor mentioned by the hon. member is 
taken into consideration by the board 
before any appointment is made, and that 
practice will be vigorously followed in 
this case. With regard to the other part 
of the question, I am not aware that 
meetings of protest have been called, but 
I would suggest to the hon. member that 
if they were the representations from 
those meetings should be made in writing 
so that they may be fully considered, as 
they would be whether meetings were 
called or not. 

WIRELESS: PROPAGANDA PUR­
POSES. 

Mr. WEAVER: In view of the fact 
that a person by the name of R. A. 
Pearson, who was the Douglas Credit 
candidate for Warringah, in the 1934 
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Federal elections, has been using \rire­
]c::;s. for very many months under the 
nom-de-plume of "The Plain-speaking 
Uentleman," will the Acting-Premier 
make representations .. to the Federal 
~tuthorities and suggest that any person 
who uses wireless under the cloak of 
<1J;t6nymity, and all persons who use 
wireless for propaganda purposes, should 
di.sc:lose theli· names? 

J\Ir. ARDILL: Is the Acting-Premier· 
<t'.rare that this person, whoever he may 
Le, who styles himself "The Plain-speak­
ing Gentleman," speaking over 28M 
last night, made reference to the Syd­
ney City 1fission and the Sydney Rescue 
\\' ork Society, and stated that those in­
stitutions had found that there was more 
poYerty existing to-day than hitherto. As 
one closely connected with the Sydney 
Uescue Work Society, I can state to the 
House that that is definitely untrue. 
II n t e1T1£ption. J 

11r. AcTING SPEAKER: Order! That is 
not on the same question. 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: In repl:v to 
the hon. member for Neutral Bay, I am 
not aware that the person who speaks 
OYer the air as "The Plain-speaking 
Gentleman" is identical with Mr. Pear­
son, but I see no reason why anyone who 
... .-ishes to use that means of speaking to 
the .public should not at least say who 
he is, and what he is. I will bring the 
matter under the notice of the Prime 
Minister, as the hon. member suggests. 

EVICTIONS: WOLLONGONG 
DISTRICT. 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: On 2nd June 
the hon. member for Dlawarra addressed 
a question to me with regard to alleged 
evictions in the W ollongong district. . I 
desire to inform the hon. member that 
section 6 (1) of the Landlord and Ten­
ant (Amendment) Act, 1932, contains 
provisions for the postponement of the 
ejectment of impoverished occupiers for 
a period not exceeding three months, 
and by virtue of subsection (6) of the 
same section the court has power, in 
special circumstances, to make a further 
·order, postponing the date of possession 
for a further period not exceeding one 

14c 

month. I am advised that since the begin­
ning of this year seven warrants have 
been issued by the W ollongong Court 
against tenants for possession of pre­
mises, but in all these cases the tenant 
moved on before it was necessary to exe­
cute the warrant. In some cases they ob­
tained houses erected by the Homes for 
Unemployed Trust or secured suitable 
temporary accommodation pending deci­
sion on their applications for building 
materials. The Director of Government 
Helie£ advises me that since April, 1936, 
thirteen cases in this district have been 
considered by the Charitable Relief 
Branch, and in none of these has it been 
necessary for the department to make 

.monetary assistance available to secure 
other premises. I am also informed that 
while the Homes for Unemployed Trust 
has not provided any ready-built cottages 
in Wollongong itself, the following homes 
have been erected in the district :-Port 
Kembla, 16; Corrimal, 13; Coniston, 10; 
Bulli, 3; Keiraville, 1; Bellambi, 1. 
In addition, in a number of cases 
materials have been supplied to enable 
applicants who are able to provide their 
own land to erect properly-constructed 
homes. 

MARRIED WOMEN SCHOOL TEACH­
ERS: PERMISSIBLE INCOME. 

Mr. CAHILL: Is the Acting-Premier 
aware that married women school 
teachers who are in the service of the 
Department of Education are maintain­
ing their husbands and several children 
on a little over £2 per week, and that the 
permissible income regulation preYents 
their husbands from receiving relief 
work? In view of the fact that this ac­
tually amounts to relief work conditions 
for .the teaching service, will the Act­
ing-Premier make provisions that the 
husbands of these women may become 
elig·ible for work? 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: I will have 
inquiries made. 

PROPOSED RAILWAY: SUTHERLAND 
TO CRONULLA. 

Lt.-Colonel BRUXNER: In accord­
ance with section 38 of the Government 
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Railways Act, 1912, I now lay on the. 
table the statutory report of the Commis­
sioner for Railways regarding the pro­
posed railway from Sutherland to 
Cronulla. 

ASSENT TO BILJ.S. 

Royal assent to the following bills 
reported:-

Ptiblic Service Salat·ies (Amendment) 
Bill 

Fruit Cases ('Amendment) Bill. 
Maritime Services (Pension of Vice-Presi­

dent) Bill. 
Public Instmction and University 

(Amendment) Bill. 
School Forest Areas Bill. 
Government Railways and Transport 

(Amenclment) Bill. 

BUSINESS 01!' THE HOUSE. 
MOTION OF URGENCY. 

Motion (by Lt.-Colonel Bruxner) 
agreed to: 

That it is a matter of urgent necessity 
that the following bills be ln·ought in and 
nassed through all their stages in one sit­
ting:-

Newcastle Agricultmal, Horticultural, and 
Industrial Association (Amenclment) Bill; 
:MutTtmtbidgee Turf Club (Divesting) Bill; 
Methoclist Church (Rockdale) Cemetery 
Bill; Gaming and. Betting (Amendment) 
Bill. 

~{otion for the suspension of standing 
orders agTeed to. 

PRINCE HENRY HOSPITAL BILL. 
IN CO~L\IITTEE. 

(IIfr. BATE in the chair.) 

(Consideration resumed from 17th 
June, vide page 4686.) 

Clause 5. (1) The bom·d first constituted 
uncler this Ad shall consist of fifteen direc­
tors, one of whom shall be the Director­
·G eneral of Public Health and fomteen of 
whom shall be appointed by the Governor. 

(2) Of the directors so appointed-
(a) one shall be a member of the Com­

mission who is not a member of the 
meclical profession; 

(b) two El1all be appointed on th~ nOJ:ni­
nation of the Senate of the Umverstty 
of Sydney; 

(c) one shall be aj)pointed on the nomina­
tion of the Council of the Ro}'al Aus­
tralasi:m College of Surgeons; 

(d) one shall be appo_intecl on the no:n1i~w­
tion of the Counctl of the Association 
uf PI1ysi~iaus of Australasia; 

(e) one shall be appointed on the nomina­
tion of the New South Wales Post­
Graduate Committee in Medicine of 
the Uni'l"ersity of Sydney; 

(f) eight, who shnll not be members of the 
medical profe~sion, slwll be appointed 
on the nomination of the Minister. 

( 4) The Governor shall appoint one of 
the directors to be chairman and another 
of the clirectors to be the vice-chairman of 
the board first constituted under this Act •. 

Upon which Mr. Heffron had moved: 
That there be inserted in pamgraph (f), 

after the word "profession," the wo1·cts "a.nd 
one of whom shall be a rep1·esentatiYe of the 
employees of the hospital upon the nomina­
tion of such employees." 

:Mr. LANG: Will the :Minister accept 
the amendment that was moved by the 
hon. member for Botany? 

~ir. FITZSEIIOKS: I regret I cannot 
accept it! 

:Mr. l\1:ATTHEWS (Leichhardt) 
[3.14] : I ask t11e Committee to support 
the amendment moved by the hon. mem­
ber for Botany. The board of directors 
will consist of :fifteen persons, including 
representatives from the Senate of the 
University of Sydney, a representative 
of the Council of the Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons, and a representa­
tive of the Council of tl1e Association 
of Physicians of Australasia. I have fol­
lowed the debate closely, and cannot 
see why the workers should not have a 
representative on the board. Ron. mem­
bers have pointed out the difficulties 
which would arise in the case of a 
matron or a nurse who was working in 
the institution being appointed as a 
director, but there should be no obsta­
cle in that direction. Whoever may be 
selected, and whatever means are 
adopted of selecting the workers' repre­
sentative, whether by ballot or by the 
selection of the J\finister, that per;;on: 
will be able to give great help in direct­
ing the board upon staff matters. In: 
conducting the hospital, many conten~ 

tious matters will arise from time to 
time with respect to the conditions of 
tl1e employees, and advice tendered by 
\lllc o:f their own number rr.c:st b:; of 
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advantage to the board. During the re­
cent debate on the Government Rail­
ways and Transport (Amendment) Bill, 
the Minister in charge of the bill, and 
Government supporters, objected to 
meeting representatives of the workers 
to confer upon the bill, but when the 
measure went to the Legislative Coun­
cil the Minister in charge of that Cham­
ber saw fit to meet the representatives 
of the workers and discuss the matter 
with them, and from the information 
he was able to obtain during that discus­
sion, he was able to frame amendments 
that were agreeable to the Government, 
to the Commissioner for Railways, and 
also to the workers. The same position 
will arise in the present instance. After 
all, the employees' representative will 
have only one vote out of fifteen, and 
will merely be able to guide the direc­
tors with regard to the working condi­
tions in the hospital. In every case 
where a representative of the workers 
has been admitted to a board it has been 
a success. 

"'When progress was reported the 
other day I was hopeful that the 
Minister would be able to come back 
and report to the Committee that he 
could agree to the amendment. I can 
assure him he has nothing to fear and 
everything to gain if he will agree to 
it. Complete co-ordination is needed in 
matters relating to the staff, and they 
should be considered in the interests 
of not only the department and the 
patients, but also of the employees. 
History has repeated itself in the past, 
and will do so again. Men who have· 
held the humblest positions have risen 
to the highest offices in the Common­
wealth. There are many who have the 
brains if they are only given the oppor­
tunity. For many years I was a union 
<·epresentative on the committee of the 
Balmain Hospital, and I can assure the 
lfinister from personal exerience that a 
representative of the working classes on 
a board such as this will be very helpful. 
I am confident that if the amendment 
were accepted, the Committee would 
soon have. reason to congratulate it­
self. The hon. me1'nber for Neutral Bay 

and other hon. members have pointed out 
that there has been a great increase in 
1he number of intermediate awards and 
it is ouly fair that a representati~·e of 
the employees should have an oppor­
tunity of presenting their case before 
the board, and of co-ordinating matters 
between employer and employee. I hope 
that the Il'finister will reconsider his 
decision and accept the amendment. Tf 
he did so, he would find that the result 
would be beneficial and helpful to his 
department. I urge him and the Com­
mittee not to regard this as a party 
issue, but as one seeking to help the 
directors and do justice to the em­
ployees. 

Mr. HEFFRON (Botany) [3.22]: 
I had hoped that when the l\Gnister 
again brought this bill before the Com­
mittee he would agree to my amend­
ment. Various speakers have contri­
buted to the debate, and not one of 
them has advanced a sound argument 
against the principle of having an em­
ployees' representative on the board. I 
want bon. members who were not pre­
sent when the bill was last discussed to 
realise that the Prince Henry Hospital 
is a great institution, employing some 
500 men and women, ranging from 
medical practitioners to artisans. Those 
employees are to be placed uncle~· the 
administration of a board and will come 
under a new system. Of necessity a good 
deal of misunderstanding will arise as 
a result of the change-over, and if my 
amendment is not accepted, the rights of 
those 500 employees will almost in-· 
evitably be disregarded. 

There seems to be an impression 
among hon. members opposite that if 
the workers' representative sits on the· 
board everything will become topsy­
turvy. They conveniently overlook the 
fact that he will be only one out of fif­
teen, the remainder representing nomi­
nees froni the Royal Australasian Col­
lege of ,Surgeons, the Senate of the Uni .. 
versity of Sydney, the Council of 
the Associations of Physicians of Aus­
tralasia, and so on. The purpose is to 
have the points of view of these various 
bodies placed before the board. Yet 
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nothing- is being- done to provide for an 
expression of the point of view of those 
who really run the hospital. That is one 
of the fatal weaknesses of the bill. It is 
reg-rettable that such an important mea­
sure is to be rushed throug-h its 
various stages without receiving ade­
quate consideration. The employees are 
to be transferred from the public ser­
vice to the board, and they will have no 
security of tenure except through the 
medium of a letter from the Minister to 
the Public Service Board. I should like 
to have an amendment .inserted in the 
bill, giving them se:;urity for at least 
.twelve months, so that, if they desired to 
retransfer to the public service, they 
could do so. Perhaps I am not .in order 

, .in mentioning some of these matters, but 
'r foresee the application of the brutal 

: and barbaric guillotine within a rela­
. ti,·ely few minutes, if the Government's 
programme is rigidly adhered to. Hon. 
members should have the right to vote 
and express themselves as to the right 

· of employees having representation on 
this board, so that they could express 
their grievances .concerning wages, cc•n .. 
ditions and hours. If such representa­
tion is not .given, the work of the hoard 
will be confined to learned dissertations 
among representatives of the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons, the 
Senate of the university, and others, 
while the conditions of resident doctors, 
warclsmen, nurses, housemaids and arti­
sans, who do the work of the establish­
ment for three hundred and sixty-five 
days of the year will be as shockingly 
neglected in the future as they have 
been in the past. I want to see an 
.employees' representative on the board, 
not only of the Prince Henry Hospital, 
but oli the board of every other 
·hospital in New South Wales. If it 
is right that the employees should 
have representation on the board this 
·is the time to make proper provision for 
it. Although the Minister has evidently 

.made up his mind to oppose my amend­
ment, I ask him again in the interests 

, of the hospital employees, who are doing 
,.wonderful work, to accept the amend-

ment, and thus give those employees 
. the representation on the board to which 

they are justly entitled. 

:\Ir. FITZSDWNS (Lane Cove), Min­
ister for Health [3.31]: I shall indicate 
briefly the reason why the Government 
is not prepared to accept the amend­
ment. On the surface it might seem to 
be a reasonable suggestion that the large 
number of people employed at the insti­
tution should have representation on the 
board, but when 1\'e ex::nnine the sug-

. gestion and strip it of sentiment we 
must realise that it is impracticable, not 
only in respect of this hospital, but also 
in respect of the 180 public hospitals in 
the State. If, in this instance, we 
create a precedent, it will have to be the 

'policy in respect of every other hospital 
that comes within the jurisdiction of the 

·Hospitals Commission. Even the boards 
·of our industrial hospitals would be re­
sentful if their rights were interfered 
\Yith, as is suggested by the amendment. 
'rhc board, a.s constituted under this bill, 
will be appointed for a short period to 

. tide things o>er for the hospital until 
. the ne1Y board comes into being. In 
t\\'o ~·ears' time what were formerly Gov-
ernment nominees will be elected. The 
>ote is on the recommendation of cer­
tain bodies, and they will be nominated 
on their scientific merit and Yalue. 

This hospital will eerve a dual func­
ti"on. It will carry out the work of an 

•,ordinary general hospital in respect of 
f..•very section of disease, and, in addi­
.tion, it will be a teaching hospital unique 
in this St:1te, and, perhaps, in Australia. 
.There are throe other similar institutions 
in the world. One is the famous British 
Post-graduate Hospital, which has a mag­
nificent board, under the chairmanship 
of Sir Austen Chamberlain, and the 
others are the Minnesota Post-gradu­
ate Hospital and the Post-graduate 
Hospital of New York. The board will 
consist not only of technical persons, 
but also of la~·men who will be re­
sponsible for the business side of the in­
stitution. The range of subscribers is 
being widened as far as possible. The 
bill provides that any person who con­
tributes lOs. a year, or 6d. per week, to 
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. . 
the Metropolitan Contribution Funo 
may, upon application, be~ome a sub­
scriber to the Prince Henry Hospital. 

Dr. WEBB: Is there not an inconsist­
ency there? If. a medical practitioner 
were a subscriber he would have a vote, 
but he could not stand for election to 
the board! 

Mr. FITZSIMONS: He could not 
stand for election to the board unless his 
nomination wenl lh1·ough Lhe vruver 
channel. 

Dr. WEJm: That amounts to an in­
consisten c-:y ! 

Mr. FITZSBIOXS: It is an incon­
sistency exceedingly difficult to overcome. 
\Ve are la;ying clown the definite principle 
that the medical representation must 
come only through the recognised chan­
nels-either through the Faculty of 
:Thiedicine, the Royal Australasian Col­
lege of Surgeons, the Association o-f 
Physicians, or the Post-graduate Com­
mittee. We are g-iving the medical pro­
fession four means of entrance to the 
hospital. I suggest to the hon. member 
for Botany that the employees could 
'be represented on the board, not neces­
sarily by an employee, but by a person 
like himself, who would be a most excel­
lent advocate for the employee. 

:Thfr. ToNCE: \Vhy not appoint the hon. 
member to the board? 

:M:r. FITZSIMONS: The appointment 
is to be made, not by me, but by tl1e 
GoveTnment. The hon. member for 
Vaucluse has pointed out the inYiclious 
position that would arise if an employee 
were appointed to the board. It is in­
compatible in law that a person should 
be an employee of an institution and at 
the same time a director of the ·institu­
tion. If the amendment were accepte:l, 
any nurse appointed to the board would 
to some extent have control of the medi­
cal superintendent, the matron, and other 
of her superior officers. 

·nfr. To~m:: The :Thfinister is onJy split­
ting stTaws! 

Mr. FITZSBiONS: That position 
wotild lead to no end of bi~k~ring· and 
disruption within the hospital itself. T 
sngg-cst to the hon. member th::tt tl-:!::;·e w:ll 

be m:::ny nominations by the subscribers 
to the hospital in the clist1·ict concerned, 
so the door is left wide open for demo­
cratic thought in the deliberations of 
the board. The hon. member for Leich­
harclt raised the question of the dis­
abilities of employees in Telation to the 
board, and in that respect I would point 
out that within the last week OT two 
:Thfr. J ustiee Webb has given judgment 
in a case affe:;ting hospital employees, 
which had been before him for some· 
considerable time. He has 1;rescribed 
certain conditions for the nursing staff 
of hospitals, and, as a resu]t, the Gov" 
ernment has been placed in an embar7 
rassing position. ·I say fTankly that the 
Public SerYice Board will have to offer 
bonuses, in addition to award Tates, in 
ordeT to induce persons to join the nurs­
ing staff. 

Mr. BADDELEY: They should be paid a 
decent wage. The Minister will get suf­
ficient staff, if he pays them! 

Ur. FITZSIMONS: Quite so. Staff 
conditions, however, do not now come 
under the regulation of the board. The 
board does not determine hours, condi­
tions, the amount of leave, sick pay and 
clays off. That has all been taken out. 
of the board's hands, and every case fr011;t 
Prince Alfred Hospital and right clown 
the list is now covered by an award, 
which is a very wide and generous one. 
All hospitals have been informed that 
the awaTcl must be cornplied with within 
fourteen clays. 

J\h. JAMES J\ioG nm : Who is going to 
watch the doctors' interests? 

:Thir .. FITZSIMONS: Cannot we get 
a"·ay from the question of watching in­
terests? 

:Mr. JA:IIES McGum: It was the· :Minis­
ter who used the argument! 

:Mr. FITZSIMONS: No, it was raised 
by the hon. member for Botany. 

:Thfr. D. Cr.YXE: The fnct that there 
is an award is not the end of everything. 
Endless things crop up in the running 
of an institutio:!l, and often the workers' 
interests are trodden on OT walked over. 
It is necessary that the~" ~hould have 
r.cme authori~y throi.l:;-~1 v;~:om to appeal. 
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I :know, of course, that the board will 
not fix wag-es and conditions, but some 
representation for the employees is 
necessary nevertheless! 

-Mr. FITZSIMONS: As one who has 
worked in a secondary industry all his 
life, and is well accustomed to a .big­
industrial nndertaking, I know that 
union officials are the guardians of the 
employees in minor matters, and tl:at 
they soon make their presence felt w1th 
the manag-ement. Rightly so; that is 
what they are there for. Under these 
circumstances the representations of 
employees are put in a more adequate 
form than they would be by someone 
who was not constantly handling- such 
matters and ·was elected by popular 
-choice. The hon. member referred to 
_permanent officers of the Department of 
. Public Health who will go over to the 
Princ·e Henry Hospital when the bill is 
,;passed. There is a clause which clearly 
:·and completely shows that the rights of 
:.superannuation, pensions, long and ac­
. crued leave, and other matters are fully 
}>rotected. That is clause 15. It sets 
•out the whole of their rights over a life­
time, and shows that they are fully pro­
tected under the bill. 

Mr. D. CLYKE: At the end of sub­
clause (1) of clause 15 it is set out that 
the persons so transferred shall continue 
:in the employ of the board at the will 
-of the board only. That is extremely 
·dang-erous! 

:Thfr. FITZSHWNS : No, it is per­
fectly right. The board must have con­
trol of the staff. In subclause (6) of 

·clause 15 the hon. member will find a 
provision that at any time within twelve 
months after the commencement of the 

. ·,bill any officer or employee who has been 
·.transferred to the board and retained 
in its employ may, at the discretion of 
the Pul;.lic Service Board and with the 
consent of such officer or employee be 
re-transferred to any office in the public 
service. The board will know within a 
:few months, probably, whom it ·wants. 
Anyone who wishes to go back can apply 
for readmission to the public service. 

Mr. D. CLYNE: But it rests at the 
·~l:i,scretion of the board as to whether 

they will be transferred or not. What 
would happen in the case of the board 
not wanting- to transfer an employee. 
How would he g-et on? 

Mr. FITZSHfONS: That was one of 
the points raised by the hon. member 
for Botany. I say that there is no neces­
sity for further provision. It is the 
policy of the Government not to inter­
fere with any staff under the Public 
Service Board. That is why I used in 
the subclause the words "at the discre­
tion of the Public Service Board." 

:Thfr. D. CLYNE: If the :Minister in­
serted the condition that the board 
might, at the request of the employee, 
transfer him back into the service, that 
would meet the situation! 

Mr. FITZSIMONS: We will look at 
that when we come to it . 

:i\1:r. D. CLYNE: Shall we come to it? 

:Mr. FITZSIMONS: I put this ques­
tion to the full Public Service Board 
before I used the wording I have re­
ferred to. I received a letter from the 
board in which it undertook to trans­
fer without loss of salary, on the basis 
of the amount previousl,y paid any offi­
cers who did not desire to continue 
in the hospital service or who were found 
not to be required. The Public Service 
Board has given a definite undertaking­
that such persons will be taken back 
without loss of salary. They will be 
taken back if they desire to g-o back, 
or if their services are not required "at 
the hospital. 

JVIr. D. CLYN~>: Why not put that m 
the bill! 

Mr. FITZSIMONS: I have a definite 
undertaking- from the Public Service 
Board which I am prepared to accept. 
In conclusion, while the sugg-estions 
made by the hon. member on the surface 
appear to merit some consideration, 
when the real practical test is considered 
there appears no necessity for his re­
quest. Apart from a few personal quali­
fications they can bring-, there is no 
official qualification that will not be ade­
quately safeguarded by the awards of 
the courts, by the unions, and, later, by 
the subscribers themselves within a 
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pe·riod of two ;vears, electing some per­
-son from the district to safeguard and 
watch over the whole interests of the 
hospital, not merely the employees. 

Mr. O'SULUV AN (Paddington) 
T"3.47]: I am sorry the Minister will 
not accept the amendment of the hon. 
member for Botany. I can see no reason 
why he should not do so. The J\£inister 
-.raised the question of where the reprc­
·;:;entatives on the board would come 
from. He said they would be elected 
from among persons who live in the 
vicinity of the hospital and are con­
versant with the wishes and desires of 
the employees. That is not so, and I 
can quote the case of the Eastern 
Suburbs Hospital to support my conten­
tion. The Eastern Suburbs Hospital is 
at present comparatively small, but we 
bope that it will grow into a very big 
'institution. On the board of the Prince 
1-:Ienry Hospital the :l\Iinister might not 
-find one person who is a resident of that 
-particular district. 

J'.fr. FJTzsnroxs: It would be their 
<>wn fault! 

-::\h. O'SULLIVAN: It would not be 
their fault. At present nearly every 
J.uembel' of the board of the Eastern 
'Suburbs Hospital lives away from the 
-suburb in which it is situated. The 
<Dhairman, the bon. member for Vau­
duse, lives in Vaucluse. He would not 
lmow what was going on at the hospital 
-unless he interested himself to find out. 
Oth~r members of the board, J\{r. 
'Thoroughgood and J\frs. Sinclair, the 
treasurer, and J\:Iiss Fuller live at Vau­
duse also. The Mayor of ·waverley, J\h. 
N ott, and Alderman Cafi.rn are the 
members living closest to the hospital. 
Row many members of the board of the 
Prince Henry Hospital will the :Minister 
!!10minate? 

Mr. FJTZSDJO:\S: I nominate two, and 
:the subscribers six ! 

Jl.fr. O'SULLIVAN": When these lists 
-are sent out most of the subscribers do 
not take a scrap of interest in who might 
be on the board. They send along a 
do)lation of £1 ls. or £2 2s., and if they 
11ave subscrib0d ·10s. Gel. they are entitled 
to a vote. 

Mr. FrrzsnroNs: That is not in the 
bill! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: For this lOs. 6d. 
they may cast their vote once every three 
years. I take it that the board is elected 
every three J'eaTs. J\riany subscribeTS 
come from some other district from that 
in which the hospital is situated-anum­
ber of people who subscribe to the East­
ern Suburbs Hospital live in the North 
S,ydney district. 

Mr. FJTzsmoxs: The Royal .North 
ShoTe Hospital authorities ·wtmld be 
pleased about that! . 

:M:r. O'SULI_,IV AN: A gentleman in 
town saw Sir Daniel Levy some time ago 
and told him that he had a few pounds 
which he wished to subscribe to a public 
hospital. Sir Daniel Levy prevailed on 
him to send it to the Eastern Suburbs 
Hospital. An amount of £200 was sent. 
That gentleman does not live in tho 
eastern suburbs, and it is quite likely 
that people who live in some other part 
of the State to that in which the Prince 
Henry Hospital is situated will desire 
to contribute to the funds of that hos­
pital. 

l\fr. FrrzsDIONS: I hope they will con­
tribute! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: So do I. N ami­
nations are called and ballot-papeTs are 
sent out, and the persons who are entitled 
to vote do not in many cases know the 
qualifications of those nominated. Where 
there are 500 employees, as in the case 
of the Prince Henry Hospital, I do not 
think it would be too much to ask that 
they should have representation on the 
board. If the li'Iinister is not prepared 
to do that, at least the member for the 
district, l\ir. Heffron, should be one of 
the J\Gnister's nominees. This is rtot a 
party matter. Mr. Heffron lives in 
Botany, is conversant with what is 
happening, and knows the requirements 
of th.e hospital. He would be able to 
put anything before the board on behalf 
of the employees. The J\rlinister says 
tha.t the employees will be able to do 
that through the Superintendent or the 
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Director, but he will not be on the 
board. I am a member of the Eastern 
Suburbs Hospital Board. 

Mr. FITZsmoNs: Was. the bon. member 
elected? 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Yes, I was 
elected, but if they had not helped me I 
would not be there. I am the only 
Labour man on the board. Politics of 
course, does- not enter into this matter. 
I am very pleased to be on the board. 
Those who were nominated by the J\finis­
ter, and justly so, were Alderman Grim­
ley, Miss Fuller, Mrs. Sinclair and Mr. 
Thoroug-hgood. Those persons do a o-reat 
deal of charitable work. In the ca~e of 
l\fr. Tlioroug-hgood, he has a record that 
very few .people in this State could equal. 
~he first meeting to form this hos­
pital was called fourteen years ago. Mr. 
Thoroughgood attended that meetino-

d h . ""' an _as never missed a meeting since 
that time. He was one of the Minister's 
nominees, and he was fully entitled to 
that distinction. If the Minister cannot 
see his way to accept the amendment, 
~e should see that one of his nominees 
IS the hon. member for Botany. 

There are other matters that have en­
tered into tl1e discussion. With 1·egard 
t? the Eastern Suburbs Hospital, at all 
trmes all members of that board have paid 
me the courtesy of asking me with re­
spect to any questions of an industrial 
n_ature, and ":henevcr there is any ques­
tion to be discussed on behalf of the 
employees I get in touch with the secre­
tary of the Hospital Emplo~'ees' Union, 
l\fr. Rutherford. I think it can be said 
that the pay and conditions of work of 
the employees at that hospital are equal 
to those of any hospita 1 in the State. 

It w_ould be possible to get a board 
that did not concern itself very much 
about the employees, but was o~tlv con­
cerned about the welfare of the h~~pital. 
s~ far as the doctors are concerned thev 
might ~a~ily overlook certain conditio~~ 
and pn_vileges to which tbese employees 
are entitled. I do not think there is an,y 
hon. member in this house who would 
say that these employees are not entitled 
to the very best privileges that it is 
possible to give them. Take, for in­
stance, the nurses. They have to work 

long hours under extremely arduous con­
ditions, and they get their satisfaction 
when, after seeing- a cripple brought in 
in a shattered condition through a tram 
accident, or a person admitted in a very 
low state of health, they see that person 
go out into the world 'fit and well again. 

I 'think the Minister should reconsider 
his decision not to accept the amend­
ment. It is not too much to ask that 
these 500 cmplo;yecs of such a wonderful 
institution should haYc representation on 
the board. If the Minister is not pre­
pared to do that, I sincerely hope he 
will nominate the bon. member for the 
district, who is conversant with the 
wishes of the people in the district, and 
knows the requirements of the staff. The 
hon. member for Botany would be able to 

· see that these employees receive that 
consideration to which they are entitled. 

Jl.fr. HENRY (Clarence) [3.57]: The 
amendment proposed is one that sounds 
very well and for which reasonable arg1.t­
ment could be advanced. It does seen1 
cog-ent and convincing when those who 
support the amendment say, here ar(} 
500 employees, they surely are interested 
in the func:tioning and correct and proper 
working of the institution, and they arc 
therefore entitled to representation on 
the board. While that may seem very 
desirable, however, let hon. members look 
at it from another angle. After all, those 
500 employees repre~ent a very small 
percentage of the whole mass of the 
community. There are many hundreds 
of thousands of potential patients and 
subscribers to the institution who, in 
fact, do not ask for any direct representa­
tion except that they ask that the board 
be constituted of reputable, trustworthy 
and experienced men-those known in 
public life and also in their own· busi­
ness for their fairness. If the public, the 
hundreds of thousands of the public that 
I have mentioned, are content to permit 
their interests in this great hospital to 
be in the hands of this board, then surely 
the emplo;yees in the hospital should have­
the same confidence in the board them­
selves. It seems to hark to me of the 
old cry of job-control for the employees 
-that because they are employees they 
should have a say in the management. 



Prince II enry Hospital Bill. [23 JuNE, 1936.] Prince H emy Hospital .Bill. 4821) 

We know that that does not work It 
did not even work in many enterprises 
that the Labour Government tried to 
start. There must be a manager, and he 
must have authoritative powers and he 
must be obeyed. There must be no ques­
tion of deflecting from duty and proper 
business principles, whether it is in the 
running of a hospital, a factory or an 
organisation. 

Mr. Hl!:t'l•'HON: This amendment docs 
not suggest that! 

Mr. HENRY: It goes to that extent. 
The board will deal with the appoint­
ment of honorary medical officers. Does 
the bon. member say that the. employees 
of the hospital should have an interest 
in seeing who is to be appointed as hon­
orary medical officer~ 

Mr. HBFFHON : Some of the employees 
at the Prince Henry Hospital would be 
more qualified to select an honorary 
medical officer than many who would be 
on the board. 

Mr. HENRY: The representative of 
these 500 employees may be the yardman, 
and however intelligent he may be and 
however assiduously he may swish the 
broom and make for the cleanliness of 
the hospital, would anyone say that he 
would know the qualifications of one 
doctor from another~ A member of the 
clerical staff, the cook or the bottle­
washer might be elected to represent 
the employees on the board. ·what is 
the main qualification of the employees' 
representative? It is generally the 
qualification that gets men il1to Parlia­
ment; he may be a good talker. 

~1:r. HEFFRON: Is it not likely that the 
man who could talk best would be elected 
b:y the subscribers to the board? 

1\Ir. HEl\TRY: Committees arc electe<l 
by public Institutions and sporting 
bodies, but generally the members of 
those committees are individuals who 
have :for many years taken a deep in­
terest in the institution or in the sport. 
The hon. member does- not ask that an 
employee of the baths should be on the 
committee of the swimming association. 

l[r. HEFFROX: This is a different 
thing altogether; in this case the em­
ployees are concerned ! 

Mr. HENRY: Are the employees con­
cerned in the policy of the hospital on 
the clinical or any other side~ If it is 
a matter of wages or working conditions 
the employees' representative should gC> 
to the Industrial Commission to advocate 
the cause of the employees. 

:Mr. HEFFRON: The application of an 
award or an industrial agreement is 1n 
the hands of the Hospital Board! 

J\fr. HEl\RY: H 1s in the hands of 
the inspectors. 

Mr. HEF~'RON: If it were left to the 
inspectors, the employees would get a 
rough spin ! · 

J.h. HENRY: I cannot see that the 
employees of the Prince Henry Hospital~ 
of whom there are 500, have any reason­
able claim for representation on the 
board. Their remuneration and working­
conditions are fixed by the Industrial 
Commission. If the employees have a: 
complaint, surely the hon. member does 
not want them to wait a month for their 
representative to bring it before the next 
board meeting. If the food is bad th~ 
employees should have a deputation to 
the superintendent or the manager, and 
the matter would be :fi...:ed up right away. 
If the cook were at fault, he would be 
reprimanded immediately. 

Mr. HEFF'ROX: The manager might not 
reprimand the cook; he might take the 
view that everything was all right! 

J.fr. HENRY: These are domestic mat­
ters which should not come before the 
board. The firm of Anthony Hordern 
and Sons employ 3,000 persons, and it 
provides them with the services of a 
medical officer and a nurse. Because 
that firm provides its employees with 
remarkably fine social services, does the 
hou. member say that the employees 
should have a representative on the board 
of management~ 

Jliir. HEFFROX: That is a different thing 
altogether! 

Mr. HENRY: It is not. Anthony 
Hordern and Sons have to comply with 
industrial awards, and the factory, shop­
and health laws. A departmental in­
spector can enter their· premises, and if 
they are not .complying with the law they 
are fined. 
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l\{r. HEFFRON: About a year ago the 
.adjournment of this House was moved 
to complain of girl trainees of 18 
.and 19 years of age being sent from the 
.Prince Henry Hospital to the au."\:iliary 
at Randwick to nurse patients in the 
last stages of T.B., as a result of which 
.their health was impaired! 

l\fr. HENRY: That is not a reason why 
-.the employees should have representa­
tion on the board. If the health of young 
trainees is being jeopardised there is no 
need to wait for a board meeting to ven­
tilate the matter. It can be brought 
·hcfore the medical superintendent; if he 
-does not attend to it, it can be ventilated 
'in the newspapers, and if the public find 
that the board takes no action to correct 
:the evil, it can elect another board. 

Hr. HEFFROX: The public does not 
-care! 

~'.Ir. HENRY: The public does care 
when it becomes alarmed or when its 
:S.fupathy is aroused because unjust con­
·ditions are being forced upon any sec­
tion, more particularly if they are unjust 
·£ocial conditions. Can the hon. mem­
]J:Oi' for Botany suggest any complaint 
that cannot be brought forward under 
·c:xistin2; conditions when the employees 
]wYc no representation on the board? 

1\fr. HEFF'ROX: There might be a tyran­
Jlical superintendent, a tyrannical 
.matron, or a tyrannical manager, and 
the employees could not get beyond 
them! 

?.Ir. FJTzsnroxs: In that case the pro­
]1er person to talk to would be the 1-fin­
'ister! 

~h. HF.FFROX: The employees cannot 
;go over the head of the board ! 

Mr. HENRY: Wben I invite the hon. 
member to give a specific instance of 
injustice which could only be ventilated 
by the employees having representation 
-on the board he says there might be a 
-tyrannical superintendent, a tyrannical 
matron, or :a t;yrannical manager. The 
bon. member docs not give any specific 
instance. A charge cannot be made 
against a matron inerely because she is 
tyrannical. The complaint must be 
odefinite and specific. A man cannot be 

charged with being a rogue and a vaga­
bond; he has to be charged with a felony 
or a misdemeanour, and must know the 
~barge he has to answer. If a matron 
hit a nurse with a flat iron and rendered 
her unconscious she .could be charged 
with assault and be compelled to answer 
the charg·e e~ther before a q.burt of 
law or a board of inquiry. The hon. 
member may say that the conditions at 
the Prince Henry Hospital are intoler­
able. In what way are they intolerable? 
Are the staff being supplied with ins~ffi­
cient bedclothes, or are three of them be­
ing compelled to sleep in one bed? r{ so, 
there is a definite complaint to answer, 
and the authorities know what they have 
to meet. 

J\Ir. HEFFRON: If the complaints were 
made to the employees' representative 
would not they be more likely to receive 
fair consideration~ 

llir. HENRY: No. If some of the 
sto-ves or the cooking utensils were worn 
out, there would be no use in the em­
ployees' representative inquiring into the 
matter, because he might be drawn from 
the clerical staff, and he would probably 
know nothing about them. 

llfr. HEFFROX: Supposing an em­
ployee were dimissed for unsatisfactory 
cooking, might not that be the result 
of- faulty equipment, and who is g·oing 
to prove it? 

Mr. HENRY: Surely on a board of 
twelve, as proposed, there would be some 
person competent to listen to complaints 
and to settle them. Surely some mem­
ber of the board could attend to com­
plaints made by the 'nurses, the 
ambulance drivers, the gardeners or 
other employees, and deal out justice. 
'\:<>That is there sacrosanct about the in­
dividual so long as he represents the 
right section? If a member of the medi­
cal staff requisitioned for certain medi­
cal supplies, which were not delivered 
for a fortnight or longer, when it might 
be too late to use them, could not a 
complaint be made to the Minister, who 
would ·follow it up and place the blame 
on the person responsible? As hon. 
members on the Opposition benches 
know the employees are not represented 
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on the boards of large commercial in­
stitutions. Occasionally a former em­
ployee wins a seat on the board, if he. 
has sufficient enterprise and ability to 
Tise to the position of a manager. The 
men who occupy the high positions in 
our commercial life to-day are the men 
~vl10 started on the bottom rung of the 
ladder. They are not men who were 
«born in the purple." A director of a 
large eormuercial house told me the 

· other day that the· difficulty they had 
in filling ·positions on their board was 
to obtain men willing to accept the 
necessary responsibility. J'lfost men are 
content to earn up to £5 a week, and 
they have no desire to earn any more. 
Those who want to earn £7 a week, 
:and more, have to keep on thinking, 
and to work after 5 o'clock on week 
days, and also on Saturday afternoons 
and Sundays. You cannot prevent such 
men from getting to the top, and that is 
the history of the late :Mr. Andrew Car­
negie and the late Sir Thomas Lipton. 
There are many successful men in the 
community, like ~fr. T. E. Rofc, who 
set an example to the people. They are 
just as approachable as others on the 
lower rungs of the ladder and they de­
sire to help their fellow men. The de­
mocratic cry of the hon. member for 
Botany that there should be an em­
ployees' representative on the board of 
the Prince Henry Hospital is illusory. 

:Mr. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [4.17]: 
The Hon. member for Botany is to be 
congratulated on having moved his 
amendment. The hon. member for 
Clarence should bear in mind that the 
1wspitals of the State are largely ad­
ministered by the workers in industry 
-and not 'by the commercial ~nanagers, 
as sugg·ested by him. Usually the hon. 
member, like many others of his class, 
comes into this House at 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon, after he has attended to 
l1is private business. The hon. member, 
and men like him, supposing they were 
members of a hospital board, would lose 
their seats for failing to attend meetings 
as required. The present Government 
particularly has nominated business 
men for membership of hospital boards, 
:and it is well known that they do not 

attend the meetings as they should do. 
It is left to men who work in factories 
and in the mines to carry out the work 
of the boards .. In many cases money 
has been handed down to successful 
business men, of the kind referred to 
by the hon. member for Clarence, which 
has enabled them to occupy posi­
tions in the community that other­
wi:.e they would be unable to hold. 
The hon. member for Botany SllggP.sts 
it would be better in the intere:ots of the 
hospital to give the employees represen­
tation on the board. I agree with one 
member of the board being a member of 
the Hospitals .Commission. I notice that 
two are to be appointed by the Senate 
of the University. Surely the employees 
working at the hospital know as much 
about the institution as two members 
of the Sep_ate would? My experience of 
members of the University Senate is 
that they are particularly interested in 
the social side of life, as, for instance, 
Sir Sydney Snow. Sir Daniel Levy is 
also a member of the Senate, so is Sir 
J olm Peden. Look at Sir John Peden's 
work. Consider how he is given chic­
kens to pluck! On this hospital board 
we want men who will be interested in 
the institution, and not men who are 
used to picking up a few guineas on 
directorships. They get so used to bei.ng 
directors that the:y will come into a meet­
ing of the hospital board, and, after :five 
minutes, grab up their papers and say, 
"Excuse me, Mr. Chairman, but I have 
another appointment." The same applies 
to the medical ~rofession. Some of 
these doctors will be getting telephone 
messages, and will say that they haye 
to leaYe these board meetings. There will 
be a large number of doctors running 
the show. It will be a doctors' hospital. 

:Mr. FITzsn.roxs: There will be six 
doctors! 

:Mr. BADDELEY: They will consti­
tute a big force. I have no objection if 
men are put on the board who will stand 
up and fight. The British Medical As­
sociation might be an all-important fac­
tor. The Minister knows the force the 
British :Medical Association wields in 
his own Government. 

}fr. FrrzsmoNs: I <lo not know it l 
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Mr. BADDELEY: If one man gets 
out of step they will tell him he must 
get into line again. If the British 
Jl.{edical Association can get a Minister 
out of Cabinet, and say that he must 
keep out, what can it not do with the 
board of the Prince Henry Hospital~ It 
can play ducks and drakes with it. The 
Minister knows the Government is in a 
bad way with regard to :finance, judging 
from replies that have been given in 
this House to questions. The Govern­
ment wants money for this institution, 
and how better can it get it than by en­
listing the aiel of the workers, who are 
the main contribllting factor so far as 
the finances of this hospital are con­
cerned. Personally, I think that this. 
will prove to be merely a temporary 
measure. I think that the nationalisa­
tion of hospitals will be a plank at the 
next elections. 

Mr. Frrzsnro::\'S: It will be a loser! 
Mr. BADDELEY: It may prove a 

loser, ·'but the Government is getting ex­
tremely close to it now. It is providing 
general treatment, as well as hospital 
services, and it will become a question 
for the Government to take over the 
whole of the hospitals of the State. 

Jl.1:r. HEFFRON: We shall take the 
Coast-Prince Henry Hospital back as 
soon as we get in again ! 

:M:r. BADDELEY: Yes. The men and 
women engaged in the industry are en­
titled to representation on the board. 
The :M:inister has only to remember what 
has taken place in Europe, including 
Belgium, recently. I refer to the eco­
nomic disabilities. 

Mr. Frrzsnroxs: I have not read of it! 
Mr. BADDELEY: The Minister 

should follow international affairs. He 
will find that the workers are gradually 
getting control of industries. Either he 
must be content to continue to represent 
vested interests, as he is doing, pr he 
must g-ive the workers some control in 
the affairs of industry, and give them 
more leisure and better conditions: If 
a representative of these 500 employees· 
were elected to the board, he might · b'e 
able to place the employees' views before 
his colleagues far better ·than even' a 

member of the Hospitals Commission 
could, and if so he would be rendering 
a valuable service to this State. I dG 
not know that anyone really wants the 
clause. The secretary of the Hospitals 
Employees' Association has sent lette1:s 
to the municipalities in whose vicinity 
the hospital is situated, asking for an 
opinion as to whether the employees 
should have representation on the board. 
Replies have already come to hand. The 
municipality of Botany says definitely 
that it was decided to protest to the 
fullest extent against the propl)sed altera­
tion in control of the Prince Henry Hos­
pital. They are quite satisfied with the 
administration and control as it is now. 
Surely local people ought to know what 
they require. Why should the Govern­
ment interfere? 

The TE)fPOJURY CHATR::IL\X (Mr. 
SIXCL.\lH): Order! The ques6on before 
the Committee is the representation of 
employees. 

:Mr. BADDELEY: The Masrot Coun­
cil has stated that the presen.t adminis­
tration is adequate and fair, and it does 
not want any alteration. If there is an 
alteration the ~fascot Council considers 
it fair to give representation on the 
board to those working at the hospital. 
The municipalities of Redfern and 
Ranclwick think similarly. There is also 
a reply from \Vaterloo. All these coun­
cils believe in the principle that the 
hon. member for Botany is advocatin_g, 
remesentation on the 'board for em­
pl~yees. The same opinion is shared by 
the Alexandria CounciL They all say 
they are not in favour of this clause. 
It.shoulcl be amended, as the bon. mem­
ber for Botany suggests, before incor­
poration in the bill. I support the amend­
ment m-oved by the hon. member for 
Botany. 

:Mr. FRITH (Lismore) [4.34] : When 
I heard the amendment mo\'ecl by the 
hon. member for Botany I thought it 
was a reasnnable proposition, and prob­
abl;y. one that the ~{inister would accept. 
As the debate has procecrled, and tha 
different points have been hrou!Sht out, 
it has occm;recl· to me that if the amend­
ri:i'ei'{t'·is Cai·i·iecl it wou]cl lJOt accomplish 
tbtit ·.;{,hi:cb" the lion. member de~ ires. I 
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tnl:e it that if there is an employees' 
xcpresentative on the Prince Henry Hos­
IJital Board he would have to be some­
body representing the whole of the 
employees. During the course of the 
remarks of the hon. member for Clarence 
<omd the bon. member for Cessnock, I 
"·as trying to run out a list of the num­
ber of different callings there are in a 
public hospital, and trying to see what 
the position would be if any one member 
of the particular callings was elected as 
€lllployees' representative, and whether 
that reprc::;entative would be able to re­
represent the employees embraced in the 
<lther callings. First of all, there are 
<loctors, nurses, wardsmen, clerks, yard­
men, gatekeepers, cleaners, laundrymen, 
laundresses, cooks, housemaids, chemists, 
].)::tthologists, X-ray technicians, carpen­
ter::;, plumbers, engineers, firemen, gar­
deners, electricians and typists. There 
are, of course, many others, but these are 
some that oecurred to me while listening 
to the debate. The difficulty I see in 
getting an employees' reprc3entative who 
in reality would represent the whole of 
the emplo~·ces is this: Supposing the 
-employees appointed a c1erk, would he 
be in a po>:ition · cffi•:ientl:v to advance 
the claims of the doctors in the institu­
tion~ Iu other words, suvposirig the 
€mployees elected an electrician, would 
he know very much about the employees 
connected with laundry work~ If they 
r.Iected one of the gatekeepers, v.hat 
knowledge would be have to entitle him 
at a board meeting to look after the 
welfare o{ the electricians· or the nurses~ 

:J1,1:r. HEFFROX: He "·ou ld have the same 
knowledge as we would have in a repre­
sentative capacity in speaking for any 
particular section of our constituents! 

Mr. FRITH: I think the amendment 
would fail in its object. I do not think 
it would be the success that is expected 
by the bon. member for Botany. For 
that reason, I think tl1e bon. member 

. for Botany should take into considera­
tion whether it will be possible for an 
-employee in one particular· calling of 
the industry adequately to represent the 

. whole of the employees. That employee 
would represent only a very small section, 
and hon. members should remember _the 

great diversity of employment and the 
many interests embraced within the em­
ployees. 

Mr. J .A~fES McGTlUt (Bankstown) 
[4.38]: I do not think that any bon. 
member has given any reason why the 
employees should not be given reprcaen­
tation on this board. Hon. members 
should remember that the Minister pro­
poses to do something to this inRtitntion 
that has never been done before with 
regard to any other of the 180 institu­
tions to which the Minister has referred. 
Tliis institution is to be placed under 
a committee that, in its constitution, does 
not compare with any other hospital in 
the State. The Prince Henry Hospital, 
whether the Minister admits it or not, 
will be handed over to ·the Sydney Uni­
Tersity as an auxiliary body for the 
training of doctors to deal with their 
particular work By its action the Gov­
ernment is, so far as their employment 
is concerned, thrO\>ing to the wolves the 
500 emp~oyee·s of the institution. The 
bill provides that the employees will have 
the right to say whether they will re­
main under the Public Service Board, 
but the final determination will be in 
the hands of the Public Service Board. 
The em:1loyces will be under the control 
of the Hospital Board, and they should 
have representation on that board. The 
hon. member for Lismore said that a 
gatekee11cr or a technician on the staff 
;11ight be elected to represent the em­
ployees and he would know nothing about 
the conditions of those employed in other 
branches. The majority of the employees 
of the Prince Henry Hospital are mem­
bers of the same industrial organisa­
tion and the man they would elect would 
be competent to represent them. The 
:JI,finister "informed the Committee that 
the Public Service Board told him what 
it would do. I never heard such a con­
fession of weakness. It is the first time 
I heard a Minister of the Crown say 
that the Public Service Board would 
tell him what to do. The :JI,:Iinister is 
responsible for the administration of this 
bill and he is responsible for the 500 
per~ons whose employment is being in­
terfered with by this legislation. Every 

. -~· 
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hon. member knows why the Public Ser­
vice Board was brought into existence. 
It was broi1ght into existence to enable 
:Ministers of the Crown to shirk their 
responsibilities. The Prince Henry Hos­
pital Board will bz composed principally 
of medical men, who know nothing about 
the internal management of a hospital.· 
It is not the job of the medical man to 
understand the internal management of 
a hospitaL 

l.h. SIXCLAIR: The duties of the medi­
cal man take him all over the hospital, 
whereas the employees are confined to 
their own particular sphere! 

Mr. JAMES :M:c.GIRR: That may be 
so, but the board will manage the insti­
tution. The bon. member knows that 
the best marks for "go-getters" who have 
"dud" propositions to put up are medical 
men and lawyers. 

Mr. SrXCLAIR: Unfortunately, they are 
the men who have money; others would 
be equally easy marks if they had 
money! 

Mr. J.AJ\fES :McGIRR: That may be. 
Medical men generally are so keen on 
their professional work that. they have 
no time to attend to the business side. 
If the employees had representation it 
would make for a contented staff, and 
a contented staff is essential to the suc­
cessful conduct of any hospital. Good 
nursing is just as important as efficient 
medical attention. The medical pro­
fession has adequate representation, and 
nn employees' representative could well 
be provided for on a board of fifteen. 
The Minister is making the Prince 
Henry Hospital an auxiliary of the 
University of Sydney, and he is pro­
viding that on the board there shall be 
two members nominated by the Senate 
of the University, one by the Council 
of the Royal Australasian College of 
Surgeons, one by the Council of the 
Asso 'iations of Physicians of Austra­
lasia, and one by the New South Wale3 
Post-graduate Committee in :Medicine 
of the Uni,·crsity. Eight members of 
the board are to be nominated by the 
l\£inister. Surely it is not asking too 
much that there should be a representa­
tive of the employees on the board. The 
hon. member for Botany, who has 

n;ovcd the amendment, is acquainted 
with the management of the Prin~e 
Henry Hospital, and he knows what the 
employees want. The J'l1:inister has. 
given us no good reason why the amend­
ment should not be accepted. 

Question-That the words proposed 
to be inserted be so inserted-put. The 
Committee divided: 

.Ayes, 29; noes, 38; majority, 9. 

Arthur, J. G. 
Baddeley, J. M. 
Booth, G. 
Bmke, l!'rank 
Cameron, R. 
Carlton, W. J. 
Clyne, D. 
Davidson, M.A. 

·Davies, W. 
Dunn, Captain 
Gorman, R. D. 
Heffron, R. J. 
Horsington, E l\f. 
Kelly, C. A. 
Knight, H. 

Arclill, G. E. 
Ball, R. T. 
Bennett, C. E. 
Brown, l\f. 
Budd, A. E. 
Buttenshaw, E. A. 
Chaffey; Captain 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fitzsimons, H. P. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Frith, W. 
Gollan, G. C. 
Howarth, \V. A. H. 
Jackett, H. G. 
Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson, J. A. 

AYES. 

Lang, J. T. 
Lazzarini, C. G. 
McGirr, James 
l\IcKell, W .. J. 
Matthews, C. II. 
O'Sullivan, M. 
Quirk, J. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Stanley, F. 
Sweeney, J. T. 
Tonge, A. 
Tully, J. M. 

Tallc1·s 
Cahill, J. 'J. 
Hawkins, F. H. 

NOES. 

Morton, M. F. 
l\Ioverly, A. H. 
Ness, J. T. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Ross, J. C. 
Ross, W. F. l\L 
Shand, Major 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Spooner, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade,B.M. 
Weaver, R. \V. D. 
Yeo,A.W. 

l\Iain, H. Tellers, 
l\Iartin, L. 0. Reid, A. E. 
Monro, C. 0. J. Reid, J. T. 

Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. 

Amendment (by :M:r. Fitzsimons)-
agTeed to: 

That in subclause ( 4) after the words 
"directors" there be inserted the wcr:b "who 
shall not be a member of the medical prJ·­
fession. 

Clause as amended agreed to. 
Clause 6. (J.) On and from the first clay 

of September, one thousand nine hunclre1l 
anil thirty-eight, the board shall consist of 
fifteen directors, one of whom shn 11 be the 
Director-General of Public Ee:t!th, eight: 
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of whom shall be appointed by· the Gover· 
nor, and six of whom, who shall not be 
members of the medical profession, shall be 
elected by the subscribers. 

(2) Of the directors so appointed-
( a) one shall be a member of the Com· 

mis'sion; 

Amendment (by Mr. Fitzsimons) 
agreed to: 

That there be aclded to subclause (2) (a) 
the words "who is not a mcmbe1' of the 
medical profession." 

llfr. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [5.0]: 
I propose to move an amendment. 

l\fr. GOLLA-N: I move: 
That the question be now put. (Under 

standing order 175B.) 

The Committee divided: 

Ayes, 36; noes, 29; majority, 'i. 

Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, R. T. 
Bennett, C. E. 
Brown, M. 
Budd, A. E. 
Butte11shaw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. M. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fitzsimons, II. P. 
Fkck, Dr. 

-Frith, \V. 
Gollan, G. C. 
Ho\\'arth, W. A. H. 
.Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, 1'.1. 
Lawson, J. A. 
Main, H .. 
Martin, L. 0. 

Arthur, J. G. 
Baddeley, J. l\1. 
~ooth, G. 
Burke, Frank 
Cahill, J. J. 
Cameron, R. 
Carlton, W. J. 
Clyne, D. 
Davidson, M. A. 
J)avies; W." 
Dunn, Captain 
Hawkin3, ]'. II. 
Heffron, R. J. 
Hor3ington, R 2\I. 
Kelly, C. A. 

AYES. 

Monro, C. 0 .. T, 
M01·ton, M. F. 
Ness, J. T. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Rcss, W. F. M. 
Ghancl, Major 
i.iinclair, C. A. 
V.incent, R S. 
Wade, B.llf. 
Weav~r, R W. D. 
Yeo, A. W. · 

Tcllcl's, 
I:oss, J. C. 
IV;:dddl, J. W. 

XOZ3. 

I\:n!ght, H. 
Lang, J. T. 
Lazzarini, C. C. 
J\icGirr, James 
McKell, \V. J. 
Matthews, C. H. 
O'Sulli\'an, M. 
Quirk, J. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Sw:c1Iey, J. T. 
Tcnze, A. 
'[ ully, .J. l\J. 

T alle;·s, 
n:nnan,R. D. 
St::<;,:ey, F. 

Question so rcw!Ycd i:J the affirmatiw. 

Question-That the remaining amend-­
ment in clause 6, as printed and circu­
lated, be inserted-put. The Com.mittee 

·divided: 

Ayes, 39; noes, 29; majority, 10. 
AYES. 

Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, R. T. 
Bennett, C. E. 
Brown,.M. 
Burlrl,A.E. 
Buttenshaw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. M. 
]'itzsimons, H. P. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Poster, W. F. 
Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
Gollan, G. C. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
Jaekson, ,T, 
Kilpatrick, l\1. 
Lawson, J. A. 
Main, H. 
Ma.ir, A. 
Martin, L. 0. 

Monro, C. 0. J. 
Morton, l\1. },, 
Ness, J. T. 
Primrose, H. L. 
RP.irl, A. E.. . 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Ma,ior 
Hichardson, A. 
Ross, J. C. 
Ross, \V. J<,_ M. 
Shand, Major 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade, B. M. 
Weaver, R. W. D. 
Yeo, A. \V. 

TelleTs, 
Elliott, II. 0. 
Frith, IV. 

NOES. 

Arthm, J. G. Knight, II. 
Baddeley, J. M. Lang, J. '1'. 
Booth, G. Lazzarin;, C. C_ 
Burke, Prank McGin, ,Tmll'J 

Cahill, J. J. McKell, W. J. 
Came1·on, R. Matthews, C. IT. 
Carlton, W. J·. O'Sullivan, M. 
Clyne, D. Quirk, J .. 
Davidson, M.A. Stanley, F. 
Davies, IV. Sweeney, .J. '.i'. 
Dunn, Captain Tong~, A. 
Hawkim, F. H. Tully, J. li:I. 
Heffron, R J. TclleTs, 
IIors:ngton, E. M. Gorman, H. D. 
Jfelly, C. A. Shiumon, T. J. 

Question so resolved in the affirmativeo. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Question-That the clause as a111eudcdi 
stand-put. The Committee divided: 

Ayes, 39; noes, 29; majority, 10. 

Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, R T. 
Bennett, C. E. 
Brown, ~.L 
Budd, A. 1~. 
Buttenshaw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunninglmm, J. llf. 
Elliott, I·L 0. 
Pitzsin10ns, H. P. 
Pleck, Dr. 
Foster. W. F. 
Frith, W. 

AYES. 

Goldfincl1, Sir Pl1ilijJ> 
Gollnn, G. C. 
Howarth, W. A. II. 
.Jackson, J. 
]{ilpatricl,, :r.J. 
Laws:m, J. A. 
Main, H. 
Mair, A. 
Martin;L.O. 
-Morten, llf. F. 
Ness, J. '1'. 
Reid, A. E. 
Hcid; J. T. 
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Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Hoss, J. C. 
l~oss, W. F. llf. 
.Shand, Major 
.Sinclair, C. A. 
Vincent; R. S. 

Waddell, J. W. 
\Vade, 13. l\1. 
Weaver, R \'V. D. 
Yeo,A. W . 

Tellers 
Monro, C. 0. J. 
Primrose, H. L. 

NOES. 

Baddeley, J. l\L Knight, H. 
.Booth, G. Lang, J. T . 
.Burke, Frank Lazzarini, C. C. 
<Jahill, J. J. J'l{cGin, James 
<Jamcron, R. :McKell, W. J. 
.Carlton, W. J. O'Sullivan, M. 
<Clyne, D. Quirk, J. 
D'avidson, M. A. Shannon, T. J. 
:Davies, W. Stanley, F. 
Dunn, Captain Sweeney, J. '1'. 
-Gorman, R. D. Tonge, A. 
Hawkins, F. H. Tully, J .. M. 
Eeffron, R. J. Tellm·s 
Horsington, E. M. Arthur, J. G. 
Kelly, C. A. Matthews, C. H. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Clause as ame~ded agreed to. 

Question-That the remaining amend­
. ment, as printed and circulated, be in­
:Serted in the bill-put. The Committee 
-divided: 

Ayes, 42; noes, 29; majority, 13. 

AYES. -:. 

.Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, R. T. 
Bennett, C. E. 
Budd, A. E. 
·Buttenshaw, E. A. 
<Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. M. 
'Elliott, H. 0. 
Fitzsimons, H. P. 
·Foster, W. F. 
Frith, W. 
-Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
-Gollan, G. C. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
. Jackett, H. G. 
.Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson, J. A. 
1VIain, H. 
'Mair, A. 
·:Martin, L. 0. 
:1.1onro, C. 0. J. 

Morton, 1\L F. 
Moverly, A. H. 
Ness, J. T. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Heid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Ross, J. C. 
Ross, W. F. M. 

'Shand, Major 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade, B. M. 
Weaver, R. W. D. 
Webb, Dr. 

Tellers, 
Brown,M. 
Yeo, A. W. 

NOES. 

..Arthur, J. G. 
:Baddeley, J. M. 
Burke, Frank 
·Cahill, J. J. 
'Cameron, R. 
'Carlton, W. J. 
Clyne, D. 

Davidson, M.A. 
Davies, W. 
Dunn, Captain 
Gorman,R D. 
Hawkins, F. H. 
Heffron, R. J. 
Horsington, E. M. , 

Kelly, C. A. Quirk, J. 
Knight, H. Shannon, T. J. 
Lang, J. T. Stanley, :1!,. 
Lazzarini, C. C. Tonge, A. 
McGirr, J'ames 'rully, J. M. 
McKell, W. J. 1'elleTs, 
Matthews, C. H. Booth, G. 
O'Sullivan, M. Sweeney, J. T. 

Question so resolved in th.e affirmative. 

Amendment agreed to . 

Question-That the remaining clauses 
and the schedule stand-put. The Com­
mittee divided: 

Ayes, 39; noes, 29; majority, 10. 
AYES. 

Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, R. T. 
Brown, l\L 
Budd, A. E. 
Buttenshaw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. llf. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fitzsimons, H. P. 
Fleck, Dr. 
l<,oster, W. F. 
l<.,rith, W. 
Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
Gollan, G. C. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
Jackett, H. G. 
Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson, J. A. 
Main, H. 

Martin, L. 0. 
Monro, C. 0. J. 
Moverly, A. H. 
Ness, J·. T. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Heid, Major 
Hoss, J. C. 
Hoss, W. F. M. 
Shand, Major 
Sinclair, C. A . 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Wade,B.M. 
Weaver, R. W. D. 
Yeo, A. W. 

Tellers, 
Bennett, .C. E . 
Richardson, A. 

NoEs. 

Arthur, J. G. Lang, J. T. 
Baddeley, J. M. Lazzarini, C. C. 
Booth, G. McGirr, James 
Burke, Frank McKell, W. J. 
Cahill, J. J. Matthews, C. H. 
Cameron, R. O'Sullivan, 111;. 
Clyne, D. Quirk, J. 
Davidson, M. A. Shannon, T. J. 
Davies, W. . Stanley, F. 
Dunn, Captain Sweeney, J. T. 
Gorman, R. D. 'ronge, A. 
Heffron, R. J. Tully, J. M . 
Horsington, E. M. Tellers, 
Kelly, C. A. Carlton, W. J. 
Knight, H. Hawkins, F. H. 

question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Clauses and schedule agreed to. 

Question-That the bill be reported 
with amendments-put. The Committee 
divided: 

.Ayes, 39; noes, 28; majority, 11. 

Arclill, G. E. 
Ball, R.·T. 
Brown,·M. 

AYES. 

Budd, A. E. . 
Buttenshaw, E. A. 

. Chafl'ey, Cap~ain 
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])unningham, J. M. Ness, J. T . 
..Elliott, H. 0. Primrose, H. L. 
.Fitzsimons, H. P. Reid, J. T. 
.Fleck, Dr. Reid, Major 
. },oster, W. F. Richardson, A. 
Frith, W. Ross, J. C. 
-Goldfinch, Sir Philip Ross, W. F. M. 
·Gollan, G. C. Shand, Major 
. Henry, A. S. Sinclair, C. A. 
ii:Iowarth, W. A. H. Solomon, E. S. 
Jackett, H. G. Vincent, R. S. 

.Jackson, J. ·wade, B. M. 
:Kilpatrick, M. Weaver, R. W. D. 
Lawson, J. A. Yeo, A. W. 
]\:fain, H. Teller"· 
:Martin, L. 0. Moverly, A. H. 
Monro, C. 0. J. Reid, A. E. · ! I 

NOES. ~ ~ 

.:Arthur, J. G. 
:Baddeley; J. M. 
13ooth, G. 
13urke, Frank 
'Cahill, J. J. 
'Cameron, R. 
'Carlton, W. J. 
'Clyne, D. 
Tiavidson, M.A. 
Tiavies, W. 
])unn, Caotain 
'Gorman, R. D. 

Kelly, C. A . 
Knight, H. 
Lang,J.T. 
Lazzarini, C. C. 
McGirr, James 
O'Sullivan, M. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Stanley, F. 
Sweeney, J. T. 
Tonge, A. 
Tully, J. M. 

Hawkins, F. H. Telle1"s, 
Heffron, R. J. Matthews, C. H. 
Horsington, E. M. Quirk, J. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill reported with amendments. 

Question-That the report be adopted 
-put. The House divided: 

Ayes, 40; noes, 29; majority, 11. 

AYES. 

:Ball, R. T. 
:Bate, H. J. 
:Brown, M. 
:Budd, A. E. 
Chaffey, Captain 
])unningham, J. M. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
'Fitzsimons, H. P. 
'Fleck, Dr. 
'Foster, ·w. F. 
'Frith, W. 
'Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
<Gollan, G. C. 
Renry,A. S. 
Rowarth, W. A. H. 
.• Jackett, H. G. 
.Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson, J. A. 
:Mair, A. 
:Martin, L. 0. 

14o 

Monro, C. 0. J. 
Moverly, A. H. 
Ness, J. T. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Ross, J. C. 
Ross, W. F. M. 
Shand, Major 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade, B. M. 
Weaver, R. .W. D . 
Yeo, A. W . 

Tel!ers, 
Ardill, G. E. 
Primrose, H. L. 

NOES. 

Arthur, J. G . 
Baddeley, J. M . 
Booth, G . 
Burke, Frank 
Cahill, J. J. 
Cameron, R. 
Carlton, W. J . 
Clyne, D. 
Davidson, M. A. 
Davies, W . 
Dunn, Captain 
Hawkins, F. H. 
Heffron, R, J. 
Horsington, E. M. 
Kelly, C. A. 

Knight, H. 
Lang,J. T. 
Lazzarini, C. C. 
McGirr, James 
McKell, W. J. 
·O'Sullivan, M. 
Quirk, J. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Stanley, F. 
Sweeney, J. T. 
Tonge, A. 
Tully, J. M. 

Teller.~, 
Gorman, R..D. 
Matthews, C. H. 

Question .so resolved in the affirmative. 
Report adopted. 

THffiD READING. 

'Question-That the bill be now read a 
third time-put. The House divided: 

Ayes, 37; noes, 29; majority, 8. 

AYES. 

Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, R. T. 
Bate, H. J. 
Brown, M. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. M. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fitzsimons, H. P. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Frith, W. 
Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
Gollan, G. C. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
Jackett, H. G. 
Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson, J. A. 
Mair, A. 
Martin, L. 0. 

Monro, C. 0. J. 
Ness, J. T. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Ross, W. F. M. 
Shand, Major 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade,B.M. 
Weaver, R. W. D. 
Yeo,A.W. 

Tellers, 
Budd, A. E. 
Henry, A. S. 

NoEs. 

Baddeley, J. M. Lang, J:. T. 
Booth, G. Lazzarini, C. C. 
Burke, Frank McGirr, James 
Cahill, J. J. McKell, W. J. 
Carlton, W. J. Matthews,·c. H. 
Clyne, D. O'Sullivan, M. 
Davidson, M.A. Quirk, J. 
Davies, W. Shannon, T .• T. 
Dunn, Captain Stanley, F. 
Gorman, R. D. Sweeney, J. '1'. 
Hawkins, F. H. Tonge, A. 
Heffron, R. J. Tully, J. M. 
Horsing-ton, E. M. Tellers, 
Kelly,C.A. Arthur,J.G. 
Knight, H. Cameron, R. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a third time. 
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METHODIST CHURCH, ROCKDALE, Mr. FITZSIMONS: I quite agreE!'. 
CEMETERY BILL. During the time I was attached to the 

Mr. FITZSIMONS (Lane Cove), Treasury as Assistant Minister, as the 
Minister for Health [5.44], moved: bon. member for Annandale knows, I 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to became interested in having action takeiJJ 
authorise the trustees of certain Methodist with regard to some of the old ceme~ 
Church lands situated at Rockdale to re· teries, notably the one at Ba:Tmain, andl 
move slabs and tombstones from portions of the old Camperdown Cemetery. I hadl 
the said lru1cls and to re-erect such of those 
tombstones as are reasonably capable of re- gone so far in connection with the mat-
erection in another portion of the said ter as to recommend to Cabinet that a 
lands; and for purposes connected therewith. bill should be introduced to deal with 
He said: This is another of those small the problem of all old disused cemeteries. 
Church bills which come before the At the old Camperdown Cemetery there­
House from time to time, nearly always are 17,000 graves. Since then, however~ 
dealing with some problem connected the administration of this matter has 
with a disused cemetery. The cemeter.y been transferred to the Minister for 
in this case surrounds the Methodist Lands, who, I understand, has ready for 
Church at Rockdale. It is in Rocky presentation to Parliament a bill dealing 
Point road, near Chapel-street. The his- with all disused cemeteries. The pro­
tory of the cemetery is that on the 18th posal in this bill is exactly the same as I 
September, 1858, Mr. James Bee bag, wished to adopt in regard to the old 
conveyed to the trustees one acre of land Camperdown Cemetery. In the latter 
to be used by the Methodist Trustees case there are many thousands of grave:> 
as a cemetery to meet the needs of the of which there are no records at the 
Church. In more recent years the trus- church, and to which there are no head~ 
tees erected a Sunday school at a cost stones. There would be no attempt to 
of upwards of £3,000 adjacent to the remove bodies that have been buried 
cemetery. Adjoining is another build- there-for upwards of sixty years; but the 
ing, which the trustees have recently tombstones would be re-erected in some 
built at a cost of £900, and which is now portion of the church grounds. That is 
to be used as a free kindergarten. Dotted exactly what is proposed by this short 
all round · th~s free . kindergarten are bill which deals with the :l\fethodist 
graves. The last interment there took Church at Rockdale. The:v will not at­
place over forty years ago. .As, very un- tempt to exhume any of the bodies, but 
fortunately, often happens, the graves will re-erect the tombstones, and, as far 
are grossly neglected. Some of the tom'b- as possible, preserve identity and owner­
stones have fallen over, and others are ship. 
tilted sideways. The whole place pre- Mr. CAHILL: Is the Minister sure that 
sents a picture of grim neglect. There this is in Bay-street? 

, is a line of graves on the frontage to Mr. FITZSIMONS: Yes, it is quite 
Rocky Point road, and passers-by can definite. The Main Roads Board has 
almost touch them. .As the Church planned to widen part of the Highway. 
authorities have recently built this new The information I have very definitely 
kindergarten school, they think it is de- gives the frontage as being on Rocky 
sirable that the graves should be re- Point road. I think we all agree it is 
mcYed. desirable to devise some general scheme 

' Mr. W. DAVIES: Why not introduce a 
bill to make this general, so that it can 
te done in other places, and so that par­
ticular cemeteries will not have to be 
8ingled out each time for a special bill? 
I know of a number of cases where it 
cuu ld be dune! 

of dealing with these old and disused 
cemeteries. The House has already 
agreed to a similar request with respect 
to Saint Charles' Church, Ryde, where 
it is proposed to extend the church 
building. The authorities of the Metho­
dist Church at Rockdale say that an 
c::;:tem:ion is necessary in a section where 
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some of these graves are situated. The 
·Church authorities require this as a 
matter of urgency, and, following the · 
principles that have been established in 
other cases, I ask the House to agree 
to this small bill, which will be beneficial 
to the district, useful to the Church, 
and, I believe, the solution of the very 
difficult problem of old and disused 
cemeteries. 

Mr. CAHIT.T, (A rndiff~) [0.55] : I 
think this proposition is in a different 
category to the other cases mentioned 
b,y the Minister. I think this area is 
right in the shopping centre, and, if that 
is so, it might be wise to consider whe­
ther, if these graves are to be disturbed · 
at all, the whole of the bodies should be 
removed to a general cemetery, such as 
Rookwood. If these graves are to be dis­
turbed it would be better to remove them 
to a general cemetery than to shift them 
to a particular portion of this cemetery. 
This area is closely congested, and per­
haps it would be advisable to do as was 
done at Lewisham, where the bodies 
were removed to Rookwood. It seems 
that this area is adjacent to a hospital. 
The Minister also said that a school had 
been erected, and that children attend 
school in these grounds. If that is so, 
the area required by the authorities is 
not so very large, and if there is any 
difficulty at the present time in the chil­
dren having a suitable playing area, that 
clifficulty will not be removed, because 
the tombstones are to be shifted and re­
Cl'eeted somewhere else within the 
grounds. I do not think the frontage 
is in Rocky Point road. I think it is in 
Bay-street, opposite where the Aus­
tralian Gaslight Company has erected 
new premises, and where there are other 
commercial houses. 

Captain CHAFFEY: Does the hon. 
member know Chapel-lane and Bay~ 
street? 

Mr. CAHILL: The Minister for Health 
has stated that the are:1 is in Rocky 
Point road. I do not think it is. If these 
chan~es are to be made, I suggest that, 
with the conciHrcnce of the church 
authorities, provision might be made for 
the shifting of the whole c2metery, as 

was the case with the Lewisham Ceme­
tery, when the bodies were removed to· 
Rookwood. No doubt, at a later stage,· 
when hon. members see the bill, they 
will be better able to deal with it. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. · 
Bill presented and read a first time. 
[Mr. Acting·Speaker left the chair at 5.58 

p.m. Tl!e House resumed. at 7.30 p.m.] 

GAMING AND BETTING (AM.KND- · 
MENT) BILL. 

Captain CHAFFEY (Tamworth), 
Colonial Secretary [7.34], moved: • 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to 
amend the Gaming and Betting Act, 1912, 
and certain other Acts in certain respects; 
and for purposes connected therewith. 

He said : This bill is designed to do one 
thing only, and that is to remove the re­
striction on the holding of race meeting:> 
within a radius of forty miles of· the 
principal post-office in Newcastle. Be­
cause of the existing restriction, racing: 
in the Newcastle district has ceased alto-· 
gether, but this bill will place the racing­
club at Newcastle in precisely the same 
position as country racing clubs. 

J.{r. vV. DAVIES: Will the same 'pro­
vision be made with respect to other­
tow~s, if they ask for it? 

Captain OHAFFEY: Unde.r the Gam.-· 
ing and Betting Act no restriction is·. 
imposed on country towns with respect 
to horse racing. 

Mr. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [7.35] ~­
I understand that a number of confer­
ences have been held in connection with. 
this matter, and that representations 
have been made to the Colonial Secre­
tary with a view to having lifted the 
restriction imposed on the holding 'of" 
race meetings within a radius of forty· 
miles of the principal post-office in New­
castle. In the Newcastle area, and in·. 
my electorate, this restriction has proved 
to he a serious handicap, and ·has . been: 
responsible for the closing of' a number 
of ·racecourses. I am not a.racing man~ 
and I do not know much about. ra,cing. 
but it is only fair that this House should 
extend fairplay to any club that desires 
to continue the sport. There should be 
no opposition to the bill. .. The Act, as ~t 
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stands, imposes a restriction on racing 
i'n tlie Newcastle area, while other coun­
try areas are exempt. I do not think it 
cim be said that the electorate I repre­
sent is· wholly industria( for I repre­
sent a large number of agriculturists, 
as well as industrialists. My colleagues 
.representing the Newcastle and the coal­
fields electorates have gone into this 
question, and they consider that the re­
quest made by the racing fraternity in 
Newcastle is· reasona'ble .. As I do not· 
propose to speak on the second reading 
I am speaking now to make clear where 

-we stand with rega1·d to this bill. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill presented and read a first and a 

·second time. 
IN CO~IMITTEE. 

(Mr. SINCLAIR in the chair.) 
Clause 2 (Race meetings, Newcastle). 

Mr. LANG (Auburn) [7.39] : What 
. I am about to say is for the particular 
edification of the Colonial Secretary and 

'the hon. member for Dulwich Hill. The 
· <>bjective of the bill, we have been told, 
is to enable ·the racing· fraternity in 

:.Newcastle to hold race meetings on week 
... days, instead of Saturdays, 'because it 

has been found that on Saturdays they 
Gannot compete with the starting-price 
.bookmakers. As the Minister is en­

:. deavouring to put down starting-price 
betting, and as bon. members support 

·him in that regard,.it seems rather sur-. 
· prising that' he should give the start­
'ing-p_rice people an "open go" in this 

-,way. 
Clause agreed to. 

" · Bill reported without amendment; re­
. port adopted. 

'Bpl read a third 'time. 

·ABORIGINES PROTECTION (AMEND­
MENT) BILL. 

·sECOND READING. 

"''~ · Ctq>ttiirr OHAFFEY (Tamworth), 
~~'-061onial' Secretary [7.42], moved: 
ff ·'1 ... 1 .... •• . • 

' '':That this bill be now read a second time. 

·~:~:n.t s.~-i~:. On the . motion for leave to 
. , introduce the measure I explained why 
· the bill had be~n brought down, and I 

directed :hon. members' attention to cer­
tain aspects of the subject .. Tlie object 

is to enable the Aborigines Protection 
Board to function more effectively; and 
to safeguard the health of the aborigi­
rials and of the community generally. 
The amendments, as contained in the 
bill, are the result of long experience, 
and I think that when bon. members 
have e.'l:amined them they will admit 
they are necessary. The first amendment 
deals with aboriginals who come from 
other States where adequate powers 
exist to deal with them. But when they 
leave those States and enter New South 
Wales they are outside the jurisdiction 
of the law of their own State, and they 
are not subject to the law of New South 
Wales .. That has caused a number. of 
complications, and has been found to be 
undesirable. It is felt that the law re­
garding aboriginals in New South 
Wales should be brought into line with 
the law of Queensland, South Australia, 
and Western Australia in the interests 
of proper administration. It is also pro" 
posed to add methylated spirits to the 
definition of "liquor." 
· Mr. O'SULLIVAN: The Minister ought 
to apply that to some other Acts! 

Captain CHAFFEY: Perhaps it 
would be a good thing if I did. It is 
known that ·some aboriginals use 
methylated spirits for drinking pur­
poses, and when that ·becomes a habit it 
is likely to become a menace to the 
public. The bill also deals with aborigi­
nals who leave their reserves and take 
up residence in an adjacent town. Many 
'of those aboriginals suffer from con­
tagious diseases, and in order to prevent 
a public nuisance power is to be given 
the court to deal with them. Such ac­
tion will be initiated by a magistrate 
who will determine whether or not an 
order against them shall be issued. 
Judgment will be in the hands of a com­
-petent court. It is found that in many 
cases aboriginals, and particularly 
aboriginal girls, have been exploited by 
their employers. That is very undesir­
able, and it is proposed to vest the board 
·with power to protect these people. The 
·Aborigines Protection Board was con­
stituted for the purpose of protecting 
the aboriginals, and it is felt. that it 
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should have power to terminate the en­
gagement of an aboriginal in cases where 
·it is considered he or she is not receiv­
ing fair treatment or a reasonable wag,e. 
I do not want to weary hon. members 
with citing other· types of cases because 
I think hon. members will ,accept the 
provisions of the bill. . There is another 
matter,· however, that·. makes ,the ·bill 
.urgent. Unfortunately, there .. have been 
somf\ ontbreaks of an eye disease which, 
as I told the House the other day,. is 
called gonococcal ophthalpJia. It is very 
serious and our medical officers, as weil 
as the board, have pointed , out the 
dangers.. It is rather . an , extraordinary 
fact that must be recog·nised, that where 
this disease attacks .. the aborigines. the 
number of cases of bUndness. resulting 
is very small, but in case~.-ivh~~e . it. is 

,contracted by white perSOl~S coming .. W 
contact with clothing, or . through. flies 
carrying these gonococcal germ;>, it is. .al­
most. invariably followed by blindness un­
less immediate action is. taken to t~;e;:tt it. 
That treatment is known t~ the.medicl;ll 
authorities, the Director-Gene·r~i. 'of 
Public Health and all medical men, wlio 
have pointed ,out that. these outbr~~ks 
can only be .. properly tre.ated by, pr'o'vid~ · 
ing an alteration in the law· qn t~e)ine,s 
suggested in the bill. , ., · 

Another· bad practice that has. d!l· 
veloped, concerns boxing promoters aiJ;d 
certain types of theatrical managements, 
who induce· aborigines to·enter· into en­
gagements and then, when they ean make 
no further use of ·them, ·leave them 
stranded in other parts of ·Australia and 
elsewhere. It is proposed to· give., t4e 
board power to refuse pe:rmissio;n ,for 
these people to exploit aborigines in that 
way. Alternatively, with the board's 
approval, they may be required to abide 
by conditions precedent to any contra9t 
with aborigines in order to· properly safe­
guard the latter and in the public in­
terest. Where the board approves of the 
engagement, it would be subject to ce~­
tain specified conditions relating to the 
return of the aboriginal to his home after 
his engagement was completed and other 
guarant~es. In other words, the manage-

·ment would have to enter into a definite 
contract, with certain penalties for non 

observan!'!e. Power is als_o takep,,t~ s.~f~ti 
guard wages of . aborigines. . Whm:e.,. ?{?; 
aboriginal is entitled .to prop.er. __ wlji~S.J!l~ 
board can arrange for r.<;lcove,.ry.,.,apl;\ 1Fh-q~ 
prevent unscrupulou.s ~per:~.OBI'\.,,poom e~7 
ploiting our AustraliaP.i :o,~i~fl.s./L'here is 
also a provision. Jayjng. ~owj.h th~. pro­
cedure the cou):'t will adopt in determil}­
ing whether a person ~s an. aborigine or 
not. The last provision,in the bili brings 
it into line with other measures in re­
gard to the making of regul~tions in ac~ 
cordance with modern practice which the­
existing law does not provide for. Wheie 
a regulation is made it will be laid on 
the table of the House a.nd objected to 
by _the House in the usual way. The 
whole of it can be objected. to or any part 
of it. Those are th'e essential points. of 
the bill and :( ask hon. i.nemb~rs to agree. 
to the second reaging. . . . 

, :Mr. :DAVIDSON (Oobar) [7.51] ~. 
While; man:t·pr0visions of the bill can< 
reasonably.: be ·approved, certain of its-­
provisions will be resented by the abo­
rigines;.:·As hon. members are aware, the· 
aborig.ines-of New South Wales are fast 
becoming extinct. Si:nce the Aborigines 
Proteetion :Act was passed there have · 
been various amendments to it. In 1917 · 
theti:Gover:riment ·in which Sir George.· 
Thller £Was·.-. Golonial ·Secretary, intro-· 
duced a biU to. amend the Act; in that 
measure .it was proposed: to get. rid of' 
the quadroons and!·octoroons from the­
various reserves .. ···,It ·. wa.s .r.ecognised at· 
that time that owing .to• the mingling of' 
whites with the aborigines the full-· 
blooded aborigines. were fast becoming· 
e,"tinct. In 1919, according to the report 
of .the Aborigines Protection Board, of 
whieh Mr. Donaldson, who was a valu­
able. ·efficer and . thoroughly conversant 
w:ith all-the :customs of the aborigines, 
was chairman, .there .. were only two full­
blooded abor.ig.ines born in New South 
Wales to every five half-castes. 

The idea of' the bill was that as the 
full-blooded ~borigines were becoming 
extinct, the Government did not consider 
that quadroons and octoroons were th.e 
responsibility of the State. If they were 
drafted out of the aborl.gines missions \)r 
reserves and sent about their business.to 
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. •earn their living the problem would dis-
·. appear. An amendment was passed, 
however, which included in the definition 
of "aborigine," any person who had abo­
riginal blood.in his veins. That defeated 
the object o:Lthe bill with the result that 
we now have more of these quadroons and 
octoroons in the State than aborigines. 
1-Iost of them are in the aborigines. 
camps. I have always been in favour of 
giving the aboriginnls as much liberty as 
possible, at the same time recognising 

. that there is a duty we owe to them, be-

. cause this was originally their country. 
The definition of "aboriginal" in the dic­
tionary is, of course, quite different from 

-the definition of "aborigine" in the Abo-
rigines Protection Act. The dictionary 
definition is "A person ·who is the 
original occupier of a country." Of 
course it cannot be said that the half­
castes and quarter-castes are the orig­
inal occupiers of the country, although 
they are descendants of the original 
<Jccupiers. Those half-castes and quar­
ter-castes now preponderate. The ques­
tion is whether we have the right to 
make separate legislation for these 
people. I know many of them, and they 
are just as good citizens as any other 
section of the community. :Most of them 
I know of are good, hard-working people, 
and if they have an opportunity to make 
good in the State they will do as well 
as any other man who is working under 
the system under which we live. At the 
·same time, if they do not have an op­
portunity, while the law provides· they 
may be included as aboriginals, they 
take advantage of these laws, and we 
-cannot blame them for doing so. This 
bill seeks, in the first place, to bring 
within the_ operation of the Act aborig­
inals who enter New.South Wales from 
other States. Whether that can, or can­
not, be done I do not know. I am not 
sufficiently conversant with the ·Consti­
tution to advise the Government whether 
they can interfere with aboriginals who 
come from another State. The legal offi­
cers of the Government would, no doubt, 
be a'ble to give an opinion. I do not 
know whether the Gpvernments .of 
Queensland or Victoria could interfere 
with the rights of aboriginals who were 

moved from, say, New South Vvales. I£ 
they did, perhaps there would be a legal 
argument on tl~at aspect of the Federal 

·Constitution. 
Mr. LANG: When they come from the 

Northern Territory there is no pro­
vision to cover that! 

:Mr. DAVIDSON: That is s_o. It is 
also sought to prohibit the drinking of 
liquor, including methylated spirits. 
That is a very good thing, although it 
appears to me that the prohibition on 
supplying aboriginals with intoxicating 
liquor has had very little effect in coun­
try districts. They seem to get it ·some­
how and somewhere. ·while people are 
liable for supplying them with liquor, 
at the same time, when one is travelling 

·in the· country one has often seen abo­
riginals under the influence of intoxi­
cating liquor. It may be that they will 
take methylated spirits into their camp, 
their ·reserve, or their mission station, 
and use it there. No one would object 
to the clause which seeks to prohibit 
the supplying of liquor to these people. 
It is known that methylated spirits is 
·very harmful to the health of the human 
being. It is also desired to apply to 
the court in certain circumstances for 
an order directing an aboriginal to re­
move to a reserve, or other place, con­
trolled by the board. I doubt whether 
it is right that we should say to these 
people that, notwithstanding that they 
are descendants of the aborigines, they 
are to be excluded from living in a re­
serve. These reserves are provided for 
the aboriginals, and certain moneys are 
made available for the protection and 
upkeep of aboriginals each year, and it 
is questionable whether Parliament 
should alter the definition of "aborigine" 
in the Principal Act, so as to exclude 
these people from living in these re­
serves. I would not be a party to taking 
any liberty away from the aborigi­
nals. It has been recognised that the 
community must protect them from cer­
tain vices that do exist. At the same 
time, we must do our best to protect 
them in other respects. I do not think 
the !louse should be prepared to accept 
a further curtailment of the privileges 
.of the aboriginals. They are here, and, 
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as somebody has said, we took the'ir 
~ountry from them, and it would be only 
J'ight if we handed it back and apolo­
;gised for making such a mess of it. 
That may be wrong, but in any case it 
will not be long, owing to the continual 
·decrease in numbers, before the full­
,blooded aboriginals will cease to trouble 
this country any more. 

It is also proposed to .terminate the 
-engagement of an aboriginal in cases 
where it is considered he is not receiving 
fair and proper treatment, and is not 
being paid a reasonable wage, and to re­
move him to a reserve, or such other 
place ·as the board may consider desir-
8ble. This is a very contentious clau8e. 
I appreciate to the full that the Govern­
ment considers it its duty to protect the 
rights of these aboriginals so far as 
wages are concerned. I know, and every 
hon. member who represents a country 
district knows, that these people are ex­
!ploited to the full. As a matter of fact, 
they are worked as much as they will 
work, merely for their upkeep, and a very 
!poor upkeep at that-just their 'bed and 
food. They can sleep where they like, 
but not when they like. Provision is 
made in the bill that an aboriginal 
should be paid a reasonable wage. If 
.an aboriginal is performing the same 
work as a white man he should receive 
the same wage, and if I have the oppor­
tunity in Committee I will move an 
:amendment to provide that he shall. 

It is also proposed to give the Abori­
gines Protection ·Board power to re­
move an aboriginal to a reserve or such 
place as it may consider desirable. It 
is questionable whether that is not an 
interference with the liberty of these 
people. They are a nomadic race and 
eannot conform to the customs of the 
white man. If they choose to go about 
the country and pick up a living in 
their own way they should be allowed 
to do so, and it is wrong to try to pre­
vent them. To compel an aboriginal to 
go into a reserve or to a mission is tan­
tamount to putting him in gaol, because 
it is an interference with his liberty. 
I know a ·nnmber of aboriginals -that 
are excellent horsemen and good 

shearers and general workmen. Some of 
them have married white women and 
have proved to be good husband~. 

It is also proposed to give the board 
power to authorise the medical examina­
tion of an aboriginal and to tak·e ade­
quate steps to ensure that he receives 
appropriate treatment. ·we know what 
that means. It means that owing to the 
association of the blacks with whites 
the aboriginals have been infected with 
venereal disease. There is no worse form 
of .venereal disease than that contracted 
between an aboriginal and a white, and I 
am not surprised that the Government 
has at least realised that drastic action 

· must be taken to deal with the menace. 
It is said that while it is possible b,v 
means of proper treatment to cure a 
white person infected with venereal dis­
case it is impossible to cure a white per­
son who contracts venereal disease from 
an aboriginal. If a nurse who has given 
her life to this class of work becomes 
infected I believe it is impossible for 
her to get any relief. If the aborigines 
wish to live in close proximity to the 
white people they must submit to proper 
treatment. 

Speaking at the introductory stage I 
drew the attention of the l\iinister to 
the proposal to remove a certain group 
of aborigines from Angledool to Brewar­
rina. It was proposed to put some of 
them who were sick in the Brewarrina 
hospital. The hospital was crowded 
with patients and the people objected. 
I complained to the Minister, and an 
agreement of some sort was made be­
tween the Aborigines Protection Board 
and the Brewarrina Hospital board. At 
first I thought the agreement was all 
right, but after considering it I do not 
think it is. Anyone who knows the cus­
toms and habits of the aborigines knows 
that they go about in groups and that it 
is very difficult to induce a tribe from 
Angledool to live in the same reserve as a 
tribe from Brewarrina. The aborigine3 
are very strong on their tribal divisions, 
and it is not advisable to shift tribe3 
from one place to another in an endeav­
our to create a sort of compound. I do not 

- know how many reserves that are now in 
New South Wales, but I do know that 
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about 1917 there were 112. The rea­
son the Government of that day re­
frained from concentrating the abori­
gines in certain reserves was because 
it realised that they would not allow 
their tribal relations to be interfered 
with. For this reason it would be ad­
visable for the Government to alter its 
decision and to allow the aborigines who 
belong to Brewarrina to remain there, 
and to allow the aborig·ines who belong 
to Angledool to remain in the area that 
comprised their old hunting grounds. 

This bill imposes a penalty on any 
person who entices an aboriginal to re­
move from a reserve, or who, without 
the written consent of the board, re­
moves an aboriginal from New South 
Wales. It also imposes a penalty on any 
person who takes away an apprenticed 
aboriginal child from his lawful service, 
or who, without the consent of the 
board, takes away the child of any ab­
original from any school, home or in­
stitution. Here again much depends 
upon the administration of the law. No 
matter what the law is, if it is not sym­
pathetically administered it will serve 
no useful purpose. My experience has 
been that the members of the Aborigines 
Protection Board are well intentioned 
people, but some of them are ignorant 
of the customs and traditions of the 
aborigines. That applies also to a num­
ber of the managers in control of mis­
sions. No special attempt has been 
made to obtain the services of men con­
versant with the customs and traditions 
of the aborigines. J'lfen imported 
into this country may be very good 
ma~agers, and may have the very best 
intentions, as I believe the:v have, but 
they know nothing about the temp!)ra­
ment or the customs and traditions of 
the aborigines. The consequence is that 
they want to discipline the aborigines 
in a way that is repugnant to their 
nature. They are not susceptible to dis­
cipline and will not stand it. If I were 
appointing a manager of a mission I 
would appoint a man who had been 
working in the back country, who had 
mingled with the blacks, who knew 
their customs and traditions, and who 
understood their temperament. I 

would not be so much eoncerneC! 
about whether he was a good man­
ager from the domestic sttmdpoint. I 
understand that the object eJ'f the billt 
is to assist the remnant of the aborigines­
in New South Wales. Some time ago­
the aboriginal camp at Ivanhoe wa!l' 
transferred to Menindie for water supply­
reasons. There are a fairly large num­
ber of aboriginals in the camp, both full­
blood and half-caste. But the board' 

. built them huts of galvanised iron in 
which there is little ventilat'ion. To­
place these people in such huts was like­
putting them in a cage. It was almost 
as bad as taking fish out of "1\ater and' 
expecting them to live in an unventi­
lated box. 

l\Ir. BATE: Are. the walls of the huts; 
constructed of iron? 

1Jr. DAVIDSON: Yes. 

J'lfr. ARDILL: How long ago was that? 
J'lfr. DAVIDSON: Two or three years_ 
J'lfr. BATE: We were compelled to re-

move them! 

ll:[r. DAVIDSON: Yes, for want of 
water. But it would have been better 
to let them live in their own "mia mias.',.. 
The hon. member for South Coast­
knows the customs of the aboriginals, 
and he knows also that to place them in 
huts built of galvanised iron, and tO> 
pack them almost like sardines in a tin 
without ventilation, is asking too much 
of them. Aboriginals require plenty of 
ventilation and freedom. I was sur­
prised when I saw the huts that these­
people at Menindie were expected to live· 
in. The board demands from them as 
much discipline as would be demanded' 
from a regiment of soldiers. The only­
way to get the co-operation of the­
aboriginals is to understand their tem­
perament. It is· also proposed to give­
the board power to terminate the en­
gagement of an aboriginal in cases wh~re­
it is considered he is not receiving fair 
and proper treatment, and is not being­
paid a reasona'ble wage, and to remove­
him to a reserve or such other place as· 
it may consider desirable. There shimli:l 
be no necessity for that. If any abo­
riginal, half-caste, or quarter-casta 
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leaves the camp and takes work be 
should be entitled to the same wages and 
conditions as are enjoyed by any other 
man doing the same class of work. He 
should also be entitled to the same pro­
tection of the law as all other men who 
choose to· sue for wages. 

Mi·. VINCENT: Supposing he is a 
youth! 

Mr. DAVIDSON: The provision 
applies to all. Unc;ler the law minors 
are protected. The rna~ who works for 
a squatter should be entitled to the same 
protection as any other man. 

Mr. VL'<CENT: The hon. member arglies 
that the aboriginal should not have the 
protection of the board ! 

:Mr. DAVIDSON: Not if he is work­
ing. He takes his place in the indus­
trial life of the country, as anybody else 
does. 

Mr. VrxcEl<T: That kind of man 
always gets prote::!tion! 

}fr. DAVIDSON: If he does the pro­
vision in the bill is not necessary. If 
a white man is shearing· with a half­
caste or quarter-caste shearer, should 
not the latter enjoy the same conditions 
of emplo;vment as the white man? 

Mr. VINCENT: They will! 
Mr. DAVIDSON: Will they have the 

same protection under the law? 
Mr. VINCENT: Yes! 
Mr. DAVIDSON: Well, why is the 

provision inserted in the measure? 
J'l{r. VINCENT: Such a man is a free 

agent! 
Mr. DAVIDSON: I do not see it in 

the bill. The measure provides that the 
aboriginal shall receive, not the award, 
but a "reasonable" rate of wages. Tbe 
board would have the right to say what 
is a reasonable wage, and that is not 
satisfactory. 

Mr. SrNCLAffi: If be were a member ot 
the Australian Workers' Union, which 
most of them who w01·k on a station 
are, be would get the award rate, but 
quite a number of them work inde­
pendently on farms, and they get no 
wage at all! . 

:Mr. DAVIDSON: Quite so: That 
was because a previous Government re­
pealed the industrial awards in the rural 

industries. If a mim is a shearer, and 
he belongs to the Australian Workers~ 
Union, there is no necessity for the­
provision. 

Mr. SINCLAIR: It is necessary in the­
interests of men working outside! 

Mr. DAVIDSON: If a nian does not 
receive the Australian Workers' Union 
award, that organisation will take up 
hi~ case. This provision will permit 
the aboriginal, or the half-caste, to con­
tinue working for an unscrupulous em­
ployer. 

Captain CHAFFEY: That is not a fair 
statement. The board will have power 
to protect aboriginals against unscrupu­
lous employers. The obje::!t is to ensure­
that they shall have fair treatment. 

J'l1:r. DAVIDSON: I shall contest the­
point in Committee. The bill also i~ 
intended, according to paragraph six of 
the explanatory note: 

To provide that the ave1ment in an in­
formation or complaint laid or made under­
the Act that any pcrsan therein named o.r­
referred to is an abori~<inf', shall be suffi­
cient evidence of the truth of such m·crmcnt,. 
unless the contrary is shown to the satis­
faction of the court. 

Ron. members will agre~ that this will 
be very difficult. Apparently, if a man 
or a woman is brought before a justice­
of the peace the latter will decide whe_­
ther or not he or she is an aborigin~~ 
Under the present definition of "abori­
gine" I will guarantee that I could bring 
before hon. members a hundred men,. 
and they could not tell whether they 
were Australian aborigines, Indians, or­
anything else. A justice of the peace 
would not know what they were. The­
bill provides that a man can be referred 
to as an aborigine simply because some'­
one makes a declaration and submits it 
to a justice of the peace. The justice of 
the peace might not know an aborigine­
if he saw one. It seems to me that sinc·e­
the introduction of various social laws 
by Labour. Governments, such all endow­
ment and ·pensions, an aborigine is e~-· 
titled to these endowments. An abori­
gl.ne or quar-ter-caste who has never been 
in a mission or reserve in his life may 
have a wife who applies for endowment. 
She is told that the endowment is to be 
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paiJ through the Aborigines Protection 
J3oard, which decides how the money is 
:to be spent. The manager decides what 
will be provided out of the money for 
the aboriginal woman and her children. 
There is an idea underlying the bill. A 
man whose wife applies for endowment, 
-and who is told by the board that the 
-endowment will be paid through the 
Aborigines Protection Board may say 
'that he is not an aborigine, has not re­
·ceived any of the benefits under the 
:Aborigines Protection Act, and has 
·:never been in a mission. 

Why should we say his wife is incom­
petent to spend a few shillings she gets 
from endowment? It rather humiliates 
these people. Someone from the depart­
ment may tell the Aborigines Protection 
J3oard that Jack Jones has applied for 
-endowment and is an aborigine. Jack 
J' ones may say that he is not an abori­
gine and has always worked for his liv­
ing like everyone else. 

Captain CHAFFEY: In a practical way, 
if the board is satisfied that the persons, 
·whether full-bloods or half-castes, will 
apply the money from endowment faith­
fully to the needs of children, it allows 
'those parents to handle the money! 

11fr. W. DAVIES: No, it does not! 
· Captain CHAFFEY: But in cases where 
1t is obvious the children do not receive 
the benefit of the child endowmen't 
money, then it is the practice of the 
board to protect those aborigine children 
'in regard to the spending of the endow­
ment money the State provides! 

Mr. SrxcLAm: That does not apply 
Qnly to aborigines, either! 

Mr. DAVIDSON: No, but why should 
not the same law apply to the aborigine 
cas applies to the rest of the people? · -

:Mr. ARDILL: It does! 
lfr. DAVIDSON: It does not. This 

provision is designed for the purpose of 
<leciding who is an aborigine and who is 
.not. 

Mr. ARDILL: The hon. member is talk­
ing about endowment! 

Mr. DAVIDSON: Yes, this is for the 
]JUrpose of endowment. I have had hun-. 
l(ireds of letters from these people. I 
have taken them to the Director of 

Social Services. I have been told tluit 
endowment money for them has been 
paid _ into the Aborigines Protection 
Board, and I have, perhaps two or three 
months later, received letters from them 
to say that the money has·· been paid 
into the board, and that the local man­
ager of the aborigines mission is decid­
ing what the recipient of the endowment 
shall receive. That is unfair and un­
reasonable. 

Mr. HENRY: It is not unfair, if the 
husband ·or mother is a drunkard or 
waster! 

lfr. DAVIDSON: In those cases it 
is quite all right, but why should we 
pick out these people and practically say 
that, because they are aborigines, they 
are all bad characters. 

lfr. HENRY: It does not mean that at 
all. We are protecting the children! 

lfr. DAVIDSON: No. If it can be 
proved that these people do not spend 
the money in a manner that will pro­
vide the best for their children, I would 
say let the Aborigines Protection Board 
step in and protect the children's in­
terests as in the case of an,yone else. In 
this case, however, once it is decided 
they are aborigines, whether they are 
in a camp or mission, or come under the 
protection of the Aborigines Protection 
Board or not, the money is sent to that 
board. Some of these people are just as 
decent folk as can be found anywhere; 
I have worked with them, and I know 
them. No hon. member can tell me that 
because a man is a quarter-caste or half-

. caste aborigine, he is a bad character. 
Those of them wli.o have done wrong in 
the past have only done so because of 
the irritating tactics of the white people. 
It is hardly fair, so to speak, to put the 
onus on the accused of deciding whether 
he is an aborigine or not. The next 
thing the Government will demand is 
that these people shall go down to the 
Registrar-General's Department to get 
a copy of their birth certificates, which 
is what the Government is doing now 
to make money in the case of students 
and school children who apply to the 

.Railway Department for concession tic­
kets. 
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While some provisions of the bill are 
necessary, it must be remembered that 
,we have brought this necessity about 
-ourselves by interfering with the 
aborigines in the first place. The least 
. that can be done is to leave them now 
as much liberty as possible. We at least 
owe this to them; we owe it to them to 
_protect them. While we must control 
them the least we can do is to protect 
.them. 

Mr. BATE (South Coast) [8.41] : I 
have a very small contribution to make 
to this debate, although I would have 
liked to have said a lot, but I have 
worked for so long a period to get this 
·measure before the House that I do not 
·wish to be responsible for any delay in 
having it passed. Many hon. members 
have wondered why I have been so 
keenly interested in this matter. I have 
·been a member of the Aborigines Pro­
tection Board longer than any oth~r 

·member, and I think I can say I have 
had longer experience of the aborigines 
than any other member. I was born 
among the aboriginals, lived amongst 
them, and my first school was an abor­
iginal school because it was the only 
school where I lived as a boy. I wish to 
assure the House that all this bill desires 
to do is to help the abor.iginals. It is 
being introduced for no other purpose. 
As a result of my experience over a 
period of years I know that the mem­
bers of the board have found many 
weaknesses and difficulties which it "is 
proposed in this bill as far as possible 
to remedy. 

Before dealing with some of the pro­
visions of this bill, I wish to say that 
the position of these people is a very 
pitiable one. I do not know of any way 
in which we can help to preserve the 
mce, and the men who have been work­
ing for years on the Aborigines Protec­
tion ;Board have been making_ a des­
perate effort to deal with the problem 
by making their present position some­
·what easier. Notwithstanding one or 
two cases referred , to by the hon. 
member for Oobar, the manager, and the 

:·matrons on the various stations are very 
'Splendid people. They are· doing a very 
wonderful work, and devoting their live3 

to the betterment of these people. Now 
follows the terrible fact that while to­
day there are 10,000 people of aboriginal 
blood in this State there are only 1,000 
ftlll-blooded aboriginals left. Out of 
those 10,000, 9,000 are half-castes, quar­
ter-castes, and people of that kind. While 
by the admixture of blood in the earlv 
days when we had in the· community 
tough and hardy pioneers it might have 
been possible to have desirable off­
springs, to-day the only people who are 
responsible for the offspring ar•e the 
undesirable and lowest type of whites 
who frequent the shanties and habitats 
of these people. I· wish to lay emphasis 
upon this point, although I hate to 
touch upon it. The real harm is being 
done by our own people, the lower type 
of people, because it is only people of 
that type who are responsible. Unfor­
tunately, I was not in the House when 
the :Minister delivered his second-read­
ing speech. I was in another part of the 
House attending to another important 
matter, and nobody took the trouble to 
tell me that the Minister was speaking, 
although most bon. members know of 
the great interest I have always taken 
in this matter. I know that the bon. 
member for Oobar and the members of 
his party will support the second read­
ing of this bill in the interest of the 
aboriginals of this State. There has 
been a lot of loose talk about what is 
being done for the aboriginals of this 
State, but I wish to paint a .picture of 
one station as an indication of the work 
being done and the sanctuary provided. 
There are twenty-two stations through­
out this State with from 100 to 200 
people on each station. There are seve­
ral stations in my district. I wish to 
tell hon. members of one of those sta­
tions so that what I say may go into 
Hansard, a·nd people may ... realise some 
of the things that are being done for 
the aboriginals of this State. Ron. mem­
bers on both sides of the House have 
visited the station I have in mind, 
tl1at at . Walaga Lake. I will de­
scribe ver,v briefly some of the con­
ditions that obtain there. It is an extra­
ordinarily beautiful place. There is a 
large lake which abounds in fish, and 
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everything that possibly could be done 
is being done to provide for the abor­
iginals. The matron visits the place 
every day and sees to the sanitation of 
the huts. Milk is provided for every 
child that may be born on the station. 
There are golf links which are equal 
to any ordinary golf links. Some time 
ago some bon. members of this House 
were showing the aboriginals how to 
drive a balL When these aboriginals 
took up the golf sticks which they had 
made out of the roots of trees the bon. 
members did not say very much more 
after seeing what these fellows could 
do. Football is provided for, and the 
aboriginals have their football rig­
outs. Provision is also made for 
cricket and other sports and a full­
time schooL The board has done 
everything that it possibly could to 
make the lives of these people some­
what happier than the position they 
found themselves in through no fault 
of their own. There may be one or two 
misfits among the managers who do not 
understand the instincts and customs of 
these people, but most of the men and 
women who are doing this work are par­
fectly marvellous. If bon. members gave 
me any salary I could name I would 
not attempt to do the work. It is very 
difficult. These men and women are 
working among a disappointed people. 

Mr. DAviDSON: Would the bon. mem­
ber admit this : While we aU realise that 
the work that these managers and 
matrons have to do is a delicate one, if 
they do not understand the customs of 
the aboriginals it would make the posi­
tion worse~ 

Mr. BATE: I was coming to that 
point. The Acting-Premier did not 
like this bill at the beginning. He 
did not like to interfere with the people 
he understands so well. The reason for 
the urgency of this measure is because 
the health of our own people is very 
serio:usly threatened at the present 
moment. We have to choose between two 
positions. Either we allow these People 
to roam far and wide and spread pos­
sible disease, or take them from the 
precincts of the villages and towns where 
all this wrongdoing happens. In one 

disease gonococcal ophthalmia sinears 
were taken from the eyes of fifteen ab·­
originals, and in fourteen cases it was 
shown that these people were suffering 
from this very horrible disease. The 
white people most likely to contract this 
disease are those who are showing such 
strict devotion to duty-matrons and 
nurses. There is the added danger in 
the western district where the :fly car­
ries the disease from eye to eye. The 
position that the House has to face is 
whether these people are to be allowed 
to ·roam at will or whether they will be 
placed in a habitat away from the un­
desirable class to which I have referred­
'This afternoon I asked the secretary 
for the Aborigines Protection Board if 
he would give me photographs of 
shanties that the board had had 
collected with reference to the abori­
ginals who frequent the towns and 
villarres in the country districts. 
Nothing could be more undesirable or 
dangerous, because the disease is spread­
ing. During recent months women 
officers have contracted this horrible type 
of ophthalmia. One of the matrons, at 
her own cost, :flew from a country 
station to Sydney the same day as she 
thought that she had contracted the 
trouble, and she was saved. 

J\fr. DAvmso~: Did she have to :fly to · 
Sydney at her own cost~ 

Mr. BATE: I am informed that she 
did, but the matter was fixed up late:t. 
Another woman officer thought she waiJ 
infected, but she did nothing for tt 
couple of days, and· she is now lying in 
St. Vincent's Hospital with one eye 
gone, and the doctors are making a des­
perate effort to save the other. We mus.t 
·get the aborigines in some place where 

· we can have them medically examined 
in order to save them from themselves 
and to save the whites who come in con­
tact with them. Are we, through a 
wrong sense .of justice, to allow these 
people to wander about to be a danger to 
themselves and others~ I have been 
amongst the aborigines the whole of my 
life, and I understand their habits and 
customs,. and I would like to let them 
roam. Those who are the roaming type 
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will still roam. The only reason we 
ask for them to be brought to us is to 
provide the amenities to which I have 
referred. Members of municipal coun­
cils have begged the board to do some­
thing, and it has been impossible to do 
.anything. The West Au~tralian, the 
South Australian, and the Queensland 
Acts provide that the aborigines shall 
be concentrated in stations. The Chief 
Protector of Aborigines in each o£ those 
States directs that they be placed in sta­
tions, but in New South ·Wales they 
. have the right to apply to the court to 
have it decided whether they shall or 
shall not go to a station. The board has 
done splendid work on behalf of these 
people and wants to continue it. The 
hon. member for Cobar objects to the 
aborigines being confined in reserves, 
but all the board wants is to have them 
in places where they can be properly 
controlled from the standpoint of sani­
~ation. I prefer to call it a sanctuary. 

The hon. member for Cobar men­
tioned. family endowment, and said that 
when family endowment was paid the 
board took it away from the aborigines. 
The action of the board in this direction 
has been the result of experience. The 
chief desire of the aborigine, like the 
·white man, is to own some sort of motor 
'vehicle, and in many cases every penny 
paid to aborigines by way of endowment 
has been 1:1sed to buy a motor car or a 
motor lorry that ran for a few days or a 
·few months. The result was that the 
"kiddies" received nothing. All the board 
·desires is that endowment shall be paid 
to the mothers and children. U nfor­
tunately, in some cases the husbands 
have got hold of the money and have 
squandered it. In the administration 
Qf the Aborigines Protection Act, as in 
the administration of any other Act, 
there are sure to be some unfortunate 
happenings, but if they are brought un­
der notice they can be attended to. In­
_stead of allowing the fathers to get hold 
Qf the money and squander it, the board 
has put the money in trust for the young 

.people. 

'The hon. member for Cobar also re­
ferred to the provision, that the aver-

ment in an information or a complaint 
laid or made under the Act, .that any 
person therein named or referred to, is 
an aborigine shall be sufficient evidence 
of the truth of such averment unless the 
contrary is shown to the satisfaction o£ 
the court. That has nothing to do with 
family endowment. Aborigines live 
round towns under the mcst insanitary 
conditions, and all the board wants to 
do is to take them away so that they 
may live under decent conditions. A 
certain solicitor thought he would be . 
very clever, and he said that the board 
must prove whether the person con­
cerned was an aboriginal. It is impos­
sible for the board to show whether the 
person concerned is an aboriginal, be­
cause, even if .the birth certificate were 
produced, it would not state whether he 
was wholly or partly an aboriginal. 

Mr. DAVIDSON: How does the hon. 
member suggest it can be proved? 

Mr. BATE: If they went before a 
court there would be no difficulty. As I 
said, the only desire of the board is to 
help the aborigines and incidentally the 
people in the towns where aborigines are 
living under wretched conditions. The 
Government has provided more money 
for the stations in order that the 
aborigines may live under decent con­
ditions. A female officer who is called a 
child welfare officer visits the stations to 
see that the aborigines are properly 
cared for. The board has an inspector 
of stations who sees that the water sup­
plies and the sanitary arrangements are 
all that they should be. The constant 
endeavour of the board is to work in the 
-interests of these people, and the main 
reason for the urgency of this bill is to 
deal with health matters. I obtained 
copies of the Acts which are in opera­
tion in the other States of the Common­
wealth. Our main difficulty with regard 
to medical treatment is that the aborigi­
nes refuse to be examined, and we have 
no power to compel them. In the other 
States medical examination is insisted 
upon, and, if necessary, the aborigines 
are put in a lock hospital, but we do not 
propose to do anything of that kind. We 
merely ask for power to medically 
examine. 
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- The hon. member for Cobar also men­
tioned the matter of wages. In this 
direction the board has experienced diffi­
culty, particularly in respect of. girls 
employed in domestic service. In a cer­
tain case the board made inquiries about 
the payment of a girl, but could not 
obtain any information. It was only 
when the board, by some subterfuge, got 
her away from the place where she was 
employed, that she admitted that she 
l1ad received no wages for two years. 

. Whenever an officer of the board met 
the girl previously she was afraid to 
tell the truth, and she said that she was 
receiving wages. That is the class of 
aboriginal that we want to protect. 

Mr. W. DAviES: Would not the board 
have power to prosecute? 

Mr. BATE: It will have power when 
this bill is pasEed. With respect to the 
use of the word "Australian" instead of 
"New South Wales" it was found by the 
board that if aboriginals came from 
an adjoining Strite and were not clas­
sified as Australian aboriginals the 
board has no way of dealing with them. 
If they play up we have no means of 
dealing with them. In many cases abo­
riginals have been enticed away to other 
States as members of boxing shows or 
circuses, and having found themselves 
stranded they have become a charge upon 
the Aborigines Prote::!tion Board to 
bring them back. There is the case 
of an aboriginal who came into a large 
sum for insurance, and who mort­
gaged his money to a bookmaker, who 
obtained from him £800 or £900. We 
were able to get the whole of that 
money back, and we returned it to the 
aboriginal. The sole desire of the Abo­
rigines Protection Board is to protect 
the aboriginals. I urge hon. members to 
allow the bill to be passed as quickly as 
possible. There is no need to amend 
it in Committee. 

Mr. HEFFRON (Botany) [9.3]: I 
listened with close attention to all that 
was said by the hon. member for South 
Coast, who, I know, has had a long ex­
perience of the aboriginals, and I am 
sure that he spoke with sincerity. He 
painted a tragic picture of the black 
man's lot here, and it is mu::!h the same 

in every country settled by white men. 
The so-called civilising influence of the 
white man on the 'black man has provecl 
demoralising to the latter. The evil 
effects amongst the aboriginals of such 
civilising influence result from the tak­
ing of strong drink, the use of tobac:::o. 
and from venereal disease. As the result 
of our so-called civilising influence on the 
aboriginals of New South Wales, all 'we 
can point to is that, of the numerous 
tribes that roamed the country when 
Captain· Cook landed on the shores of 
Botany Bay, there are only 1,000 full­
blooded survivors in the State to-day. 
What a sorry story it is! It is due to 
the shocking neglect of past Govern­
ments to do their duty to the aborigina~s. 
not only in New South Wales, but in 
other parts of the Commonwealth. We 
owe a special duty to the aborigines as 
a race. The Australian aboriginal is 
different in type from other aborigines. 
He has in Parliament no spokesman of 
his own race to champion his cause. In 
New Zealand the Maoris have representa­
tion in the Legislature, and ocCUJ\Y 
positions from Cabinet rank right down 
the scale. They are even members of 
the professions. The late Sir J ame3 
Carroll, who was Prime Minister of NciV 
Zealand, was a three-quarter caste Maori. 

Jl.[r. W. DAnES: They ar~ a better type 
than the Australian aboriginals! 

JI.Ir. HEFFRON: That does not 
matter. The fact is that the Govern­
ment of New Zealand accepted its re­
sponsibility to look after the nati>e race. 
It did all it could to preserve the Maoris. 
with the result that to-day .the race is 
rapidly increasing in num hers. Perhaps 
it is rather late in the day to attempt 
to do much for the Australian aboriginal. 
But it is never too late to mend. We 
have been told to-night of the spread of 
Yenereal disease amongst the aboriginals. 
which in many cases has caused blind­
ness. That shows how necessary a 
·measure of this kind is, . because the 
aboriginals have been the victims .of the 
white man for too long. At La Perouse. 
in my electorate, there is an aborigina] 
mission, and, when compared with the 
manner in which some other aboriginals 
are treated, they are comparatively well 
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tlff. At the same time, their treatment 
does not attain the standard that I 
should like to see. 

Mr. BATE: In the country districts we 
are able to provide milk and other neces­
saries for them. It would be difficult 
to do so at La Perouse! 

Mr. HEFFRON: It might be. A few 
years ago we provided the aboriginals 
at La Perouse with comfortable fibro­
cemeut cutlages. Their old galvaniscd 
huts were pulled down and much of the 
material was transferred to "Happy 
.Valley." There was much competition 
for the iron and timber. I mention 
that, in passing, to show that although 
we have a responsibility to look 
after our aborigines we also have the job 
of looking after our white Australians. 
I am pleased that something of a prac­
tical character is to be done. I see in 
the bill nothing with which I can dis­
agree. Anything that will restrict the 
use of alcoholic liquors by aborigines and 
prcYent their being turned into "metho" 
fiends, I heartly support. I know some­
thing of the interference and immoral 
practices of certain persons who wander 
round La Perouse, although I pay every 
tribute to those who are running that 
mission and making a good job of it. 
However, visited as the aborigines are 
b,y large numbers of people at week-ends 
and other times, the mission is not so 
easy to control as one might imagine. 

I also agree with the hon. member for 
South Coast, who has referred to the 
type of person who intermixes with the 
aborigines. The people who hang round 
these huts and hovels occupied by the 
blacks on many of the outskirts of the 
missions, are the worst types in the com­
munity and the breed that comes about 
as a consequence is of the most unde­
·sirable type. It is a difficult problem; 
it is not a question merely of keeping 
the black man on the path of rectitude, 
for the black man very often is the 
victim. It is because of this that I 
favour anything that will prevent a con­
tinuance of practices that have had such 
a devastating effect on the health and 
morality of the aborigines in the past. I 
would support anything tending to pre­
Ycnt their becoming victims in the 

future. The tragic story of our own 
blacks is on all fours with that of the­
aboriginal inhabitants of other places,. 
including the Solomon Islands. 

I agree with the protection afforded 
against unscrupulous employers. Any­
thing of that nature should be put down,. 
and the bill will go some way in that 
direction. On many big stations it has 
for a long time been the practice to em­
ploy aborigines as boundary riders,. 
rouseabouts and general hands. They are 
used for the busy part of the season and! 
then turned adrift just as a man turns. 
adrift a horse, when he is finished with 
him. For a long time little regard has; 
been paid to giving these people decent 
wages and conditions. If this bill with 
in any way improve the state of affairs it. 
will be doing something worth while. I 
should like to draw attention to the pro­
vision -of proposed new section 13c: 

In any case where it appears to the 
1Joarcl to be in the best interests of the­
aborigine concerned the b~arcl may direct 
employers or any employer to pay the­
wages of the aborigine to the secretary 
or some other officer namecl by him, 
ancl any employer who fails to observe­
such directions shall be cleemecl to have not 
paicl such wages. The wages s~ collected 
shall be expenclecl solely on behalf of the­
aborigine to whom they were clue, ancll 
an account kept of such expenditure. 

I ask the House whether this proposecF 
new section is in the best interests of the 
aborigines? · 

Captain CHAFFEY : The board · would 
take that action only where it was: 
found necessary for the protection of the 
aborigine against unscrupulous persons r 

Mr. HEFFRON: That may be so. If 
the board thinks that an unscrupulous 
employer is cheating the aboriginal out;. 
of his wages, that is all very well. 

Mr. ARDILL: Sometimes the relatives: 
of an aboriginal take what they should. 
not from him! · 

Mr. HEFFRON: Yes. All those things: 
can happen to one who is not well 
versed in the affairs of the world, but I 
:want to raise the point that with an. 
officious person in charge of a mission: 
there might be interference in the spend·­
ing of the man's wages. The aboriginal: 
might feel he was entitled to spend his 
wages as he pleased, just as any other 
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_persons, but the money might be eked 
~ut to him by the manager of the mis­
sion in dribs and drabs. It must be 
:remembered that amongst these abo­
rigines are to be found many intelligent 
.and highly-intellectual people. There 

. :are men who are capable of looking 
.after their own interests. I know many 
-of them in my own electorate who are 
~uite capable of doing that. If a per­
,20n goes out to purchase a boomerang 
-or to do some other business with them, 
lle finds they are very shrewd men. Many 
-of them are backward in education, 
.and are not well versed in the af­
iairs of the world. These people fall 
ll'eady victims to unscrupulous persons 
:who employ them, and do not pay them 

.what they are entitled to. On the other 
thand, as I have stated, many of them 
are capable of looking after their own 
interests. I have mentioned that to ask 
"the House to consider whether possibly 
,we are not making this bill a little too 
~tringent and curtailing unnecessarily 
1h,e liberty of these people. 

In the matter of medical examina­
tions, I think the health of these people 
is such a serious matter that steps should 
ibe taken to see that in all cases where 
it is considered that a medical examina­
tion should be made that examination 
~hould be undertaken. These people 
,have been the prey of unscrupulous in­
.dividuals for so long that their health 
.has been so seriously affected and such 
inroads have been made that the very 
.-existence of the aboriginal race is 
:threatened. It is a duty we owe to tb.em 
to see that any steps by way of health 
-examination that are considered neces­
·sary should be taken in order to pre­
~erve this race. I hope that when the 
bill is finally passed it will improve the 
'Jot of the people from whom we have 
·taken this country, and to whom we owe 
a duty to make of them a better and a 
bealthier race than they are at the pre­
·sent time. 

1.1:r. ARDILL (Yass) [9.23] : It is 
not my intention to delay the House 
-very long. The purpose of this measure, 
as bon. members know, is to make an 
improvement in the Aborigines Protec· 
tion Act that will give the Aborigines 

Protection Board further powers that 
are needed in the interests of the abor· 
igines themselves. It is known and 
several of the speakers who have already 
adch·essed the House have stated that 
the aborigines in New South Wales are 
fast diminishing. This bill is designed 
for the very purpose of giving further 
protection and further amenities to 
the few that now remain. The board 
has been hampered, in times past by 
the lack of certain definite powers, and 
this bill will give the board additional 
control. The great urgency of this mea· 
sure has been stressed, I believe, by prac­
tically every speaker. That is, from the 
health point of view. At the present 
time in some of the western areas of 
the State where aboriginal stations are 
situated we find that there has been a 
serious outbreak of a very contagious 
disease. It has been stressed that this 
disease, gonococcal ophthalmia, affects 
the eyes of the aborigines and causes loss 
of sight. As a matter of fact, to the abori­
gines it is not a very serious disease, but 
once it is contracted by white persons one 
can almost rest assured that in ninety­
nine cases out of every hundred the white 
patients will lose their sight. The bon. 
member for South Coast gave the House 
an instance regarding one of the ser­
vants of the board who, through· her 
faithfulness to duty and her unremit­
ting care of the aborigines on one of 
the stations where this dread scourge 
.had made its appearance, is to-day lying 
in Rt. Vincent's Hospital having com· 
p1etely lost the sight of one eye, and 
as he said, doctors are making a desper­
ate but, I fear, futile. effort to save the 
sight of the other eye; ·But the bon. 
member for South Coast forgot to tell the 
.whole story. In addition to the woman 
herself, there are her three children. 
They, too, are under medical treatment, 
having contracted this dread scourge. 
It is necessary in the treatment for the 
aborigines that the treatment should 
be regular and frequent. The trouble 
is that the aboriginal is rather careless, 
and be is not prepared to submit. to 
medical examination periodically. The 
board has found in the past that it bas 
been unable to compel the aboriginal to 
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submit to medical examination. This 
bill provides that he shall be compelled, 
where the board deems it necessary, to 
<:ome up for medical examination and 
treatment. Surely there is nobody who 
\viU· not admit that this is a very neces­
sar;y and a very wise provision, not only 
in the interests of the aborigines them­
selves but in the interests of the whitq 
people, those who are closely associated 
with them on the station and those who 
li\'e within the vicinity. It has also 
been stressed that this dread disease is 
carried by flies and that anybody i~? 
likely to become affected with the dis­
-ease anywhere in the vicinity. It is 
definitely necessary and urgent that the 
board should be given this power. 

:M:r. LANG: If that is all that is in the 
bill bon. members would not have 
spoken at all. Why the other provi­
sions? 

:M:r. ARDILL: The other provisions· 
are necessary. I stress this one par­
ticularly, becanse of its urgency. r do 
not know anything in the bill that is 
not necessary. 

l\ir. LANG: Yes, there is! 
:Mr. ARDILL: I cannot see anything 

-unnecessary. I do not thi.nk the leadP.r 
<>f the Opposition will accuse any rnem­
l)er of speaking in the House on this 
measure with any ulterior motive. 

l\ir. LANG : I do not! 
Jl.ir. ARDILL: The one desire of 

members on both sides of the House is 
to improve the condition of the abor­
Jgmes and to improve the control 
-under which they are looked after to­
·day. This bill will. make that control 
so efficient that their lot will be im­
proved. That is the only desire of the 
1-Iouse. I have looked through the bill 
very carefully and I cannot see any 
clause to which any grave exception can 
be taken. I believe that the clauses in 
i:he hill have bNm drafted with the sole 
idea of conferring a benefit on the ab­
origines through the Aborigines Protec­
tion Board. 

1\ir. W. D.wJEs: Where an aboriginal 
works side by side with another person 
in an industry, does nat the han. mem­
l)er ·think the aborigine should have as 
nmch liberty as the other man? 

HE 

l\fr. ARDILL: In most cases he has. 
l\fr. \V. DAViES: Take, for instance, 

a quarryman. If an aboriginal who is 
working in a quarry goes along to a 
hotel to have a drink he is not allowed 
to have one! 

:Mr. AliDILL: Does not the han. mem­
ber think that is done for the benefit of 
the aboriginal? 

:Mr. W. DAVIES: He does the same 
work as the other man ! 

Mr. ARDILL: The han. member can 
speak on that aspect. 

Mr. W. DAViES: I am asking the hon. 
member! 

:Mr. ARDILL: And I gave the han. 
member my opinion. For the protection 
of the aboriginal it is necessary that 
the clause should be inserted in the 
bill. It is also there for the protection 
of the white. people in the towns and 
villages. Those who have had any ex­
perience know the very serious effect 
that strong drink has upon the indi­
vidual. 

:Mr. W. DAviEs: It also has a very 
serious effect upon a number of white 
people! 

Mr. ARDILL: We do not take the risk 
with the aboriginal, because we know the 
danger that exists. The board is trying 
to do its job under difficulties. This bill 
will help it, but the Govemment should 
provide more money to make it possible 
for the board to improve the conditions 
of the aborigines under its care. The 
bill does three things. In the first place, 
it gives the board the right to remove an 
aboriginal to a reserve, and, in the second 
place, it gives the board power t~ ter­
minate the engagement of an aboriginal 
if it believes that he is being exploited 
by his employer. In the third place, it 
authorises the medical examination to 
which I have already referred. Surely 
those are three things that every bon. 
member desires should be done. 

With regard to the right to remove 
an aboriginal to a reserve, most of us 
have seen the unsightly and 'insanitary 
conglomeration of dwellings that 
aborigines erect, usually in close proxi­
mity to a town or village. I am sure no 
hon. member would like a collection oi 



4850 Aborigines Protection [ASSKMBLY.] (A menclment) Bill. 

these habitations to be set up outside 
the town in which he lives. I am sure 
no member of the Committee wants to 
see aborigines living in unsightly dwel­
lings under insanitary conditions which 
are inimical to health. 

Mr. W. DAVIES: ·white men are living 
in worse shacks than aboriginals are! 

Mr. ARDILL: I am now dealing with 
aborigines. The board has found that 
aborigines come from other States and 
gather on the outskirts of towns and 
villages, and establish ·unsightly and in­
sanitary settlements, from which disease 
spreads. As the Act now is, the board 
has no authority to break np those 
settlements, but the bill provides that 
where, in the opinion of the board, such 
undesirable conditions exist, the abori­
gines concerned may be removed to a 
settlement. 

J\Ir. LAXG: There are only 1,000 abori­
gines in the State, so they cannot be 
cveryw here ! 

Mr. ARDILL: I did not say that they 
were everywhere. In addition to the 
1,000 full-blooded aborigines there are 
0,000 half-castes who are classed as 
:::borigincs under the Act. To be precise, 
10,374 aborigines were provided for by 
the board last ;year, and the amount 
made available to the board by the 
Government was £54,624:, but hon. mem­
bcl·s must remember that £54,624 had to 
cover the cost of education, public 
1~calth, stores, and resumed properties, 
so that if hon. members work it out they 
will find that the 2Jer capita amount 
~pent on aborigines in New South Wales 
bst ;-car was not Ycry much. That is 
why I say the GoYernment will have to 
~eriously consider increasing the amount 
of money made available for the protec~ 
tion of aborigines in New South Wales. 

J\fr. LA!\'G: We are not paying them 
much for the use of their country! 

J\fr. ARDILL: Unfortunately, we are 
110t. 
A~ Ho:::<. UE:)JBLR: They get family 

(~mlov. ment! 
J\Ir. ARDILL: They do. One member 

.,£ the Opposition said that family en­
dowment should be paid direct to the 

recipient and not to the Aborigines Pro­
tection Board, but I think it will be 
agreed that in some instances it is 
necessary that endowment should be 
paid to the board, because, if it were 
paid direct to the recipient, it would not 
reach the source for which it is intended~ 

Mr. DAVIDSON: How does the hon. 
member know? 

J\{r. ARDILL: The board knows from 
experience, and the han. member knows 
it, too. For that reason the board pro­
tects these people against themselves. 
The board is prepared to take steps t<> 
protect aborigines where they will not 
protect themselves, and I contend that 
the board, which is the protector and the 
guardian of these people, should see that 
family endowment reaches its proper 
source. It has been proved over and over 
again th.at the money has not been ex­
pended in the channel for which it was 
intended, but if it has been it is paid 
direct in cash to the person who is en.­
titled to receive it. 

J\fr. BoOTH : Nothing of the kind ! 
Mr. ARDILL: In the Kurri Kurri 

electorate there are no aborigines. If 
aborigines are decent and do not spenCD 
their money on drink or in gambling, 
as some do, family endowment is paid 
direct to the mother, who uses it for the 
benefit of her children. 

]\fr. BOOTH : 
J\Ir. AcTING-SPEAKER: Order! I ask 

the hon. member for Kurri Kurri t<> 
desist from interjecting. 

Mr. ARDILL: Ron. members know 
that where the money is mcd properly 
it is paid direct in cash to the recipient. 

J\fr. D.wiDsox: "Bunkum!'' 
J\Ir. ARDILL: It is not "bunkum," 

and the hon. member kn0ws it is not. 
As has been said, the control of our 
aborigines is a difficult problem. 

Mr. DAVIDSON: Is the hon. member 
on the Aborigines Protectio:1 Board~ 

Mr. ARDILL: I am. That is why I 
am in sympathy with the ::~borigi1;cs. It 
has been said that tl;:e baard has 
appointed managers of statiOllS ,.,-ho have 
not been sympathetic and ''"ho co 1'ot un­
derstand the aborigines. Th!: oJject.ive 
of the board has always been to se!cct. 
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the very best people offering to be its 
officers. There may be individual cases 
where an employee of the board has not 
shown the sympathy, understanding 
and interest that the board would desire, 
but the board is not slow to dispense 
with the services of an officer who does 
not possess those qualities. · 

:Thfr. BADDELEY: How many stations 
are there in New South Wales~ 

:Thh. AHDILL: There are twenty-two 
under the administration of the board. 
The other day the board appointed a 
welfare officer, and considerable time was 
taken over the selection of that officer. 
One of the cl1ief objects that the board 
had in view was to ensure that the per­
son who occupies the position must have 
had a definite knowledge of, and have 
had contact with, aboriginals. 

:Mr. LANG: Why did the Government 
that the hon. member supports put 
foreigners on the board~ Does he 
think all the members of the board un­
deJ·stand the aboriginals ~ 

:M:r. ARDILL: All I have met do. 
They are all gentlemen whose sole desire 
is to help the aboriginals in all circum­
stances. I have no desire to delay the 
passage of the bill by speaking at greater 
length, but I commend it to hon. mem­
bers. I believe it is a step in the right 
direction, ::mel that it will provide some­
tlting that has long been wanted by the 
Loarcl to enable it to more effectively 
control the aboriginals in New South 
\Vales. 

Mr. GOLLAN: I move: 
That the question be now put. 

The House divided : 
A;yes, 40; noes, 25; majority, 15. 

AYES. i 
Anlill, G. E. 
Ball, R T. 
Bate, H. J. 
Brown, l\f. 
Bruxner, Lt.-Col. 
Budd, A. E. 
Buttenshnw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. M. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fleek, Dr. 
Foster, W. F. 
Frith,W. 

Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
Gollan, G. C. 
Henry, A. S .. 
Howmth, Vf. A. H. 
Jackett, H. G. 

' Kilpatrick, 1\f. 
Lawson, J. A. 
Main, H. 
Martin, L. 0. 
Momo, C. 0. J. 
Morton, M. F. 
Move1·ly, A. H. 
Ness, J. T. 

Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Ross, W. F. M. 
Sinclair, C. A. 
'fonking, A. U. 

Vincent, R. B. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade,B.M. 
Yeo,A.W. 

Telle1·s, 
Bennett, C. E. 
Solomon, E. S. 

NOES. 

Arthur, J. G. Lang, J. T. 
Baddeley, J. 1\f. Lazzarini, C. C. 
Burke, Frank McGirr, James 
Cahill, J. J. McKell, W. J. 
Cameron, R. Matthews, C. II. 
Carlton, W. J. O'Sullivan, l\i. 
Clyne, D. Quirk, J. 
Davidson, M. A. Shannon, T. J. 
Davies, W. Stanley, F. 
Gorman, R. G. Sweeney, J. T .. 
Hawkins,· F. H. Tellers, 
Horsington, E. M. Booth, G. 
Knight, II. Tonge, A. 

Question so resolved in the affinn~ll.iYe. 

Original question resolved in tM 
affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. 

IN COMMITTEE. 

(l\1:r. BATE in the chair.) 
Clause 2. (l) The Principal Act is 

amended-

. . 
(e) by inserting next after section eight. 

the following new sections:-
. . . . 

SB. Whosoever, without lawful author-· 
ity or excuse the proof whereof shall· 
lie on him, removes an aborigine ot· 
causes, assists, entices or persuades an 
aborigine to remove from a resene· 

shall be guilty of an offence agains~. 
this Act. 

(i) by inse1·ting next after section 13A. 
the following new sections:-

13B. In any case where an aborigine 
is living with, or employecl by, any 
other person, ancl the board has reason 
to believe that such aborigine is not 
receiving fair ancl proper treatment,. 
and is not being paid a reasonable wage, 
or the board is of opinion that his. 
moral or physical wellbeing is likely to. 
be impaired by COJltinuance in such­
employment, or that he is b~ing in-· 
fluencecl to continue in such employ-· 
ment, the board shall· have the power 
to terminate same and remo\·e thC' 
aborigine concerned to such reserve, 
home or other place as it nay direct. 
For the purpos:s of this secti9n any 
cfficer of th~ boal'Cl, or member of the 
police force, shall have access to such 
aborigine at all reasonable times fer 
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the purpose of making ~uch inspection 
and inquiries as he may deem neces· 
sary. 

13c. In any case where it appears 
to the board to be in the best interests 
of the aborigine conce1·ned the board 
may direct employers or any employer 
to pay the wages of the aborigine to 
the secretary or some · other officer 
named by him and any employer who 
fails to obsm·ve such directions shall 
be deemed to have not paid such 
wages. The wages so collected shall 
be expended solely on behalf of the 
aborigine to whom. they were due, and 
an account kept of such expenditure. 

13D. All actions and other proceedings 
against any person for the recovery of 
wages due to an ab01·igine who is, or 
bas been, employed by such person, or 
for any breach of an agreement made 
with an aborigine, may be instituted 
and carried on by, or in the name of, 
an officer of the board, a member of 
the police force, or any other person 
autho1·ised by the board. 

(j) by inserting next after section four­
tet>n the following new section:-

14A. The board may authorise the 
medical examination of any aborigine 
and may have such aborigine so ex­
amined, removed to ancl kept in a public 
hospital or other institution for appro­
priate ctnative trcntment, or may re­
quire such aborigine to undergo such 
treatment as· and where provirled. 

Any such examination shall be per­
formed onlv bv a mcrlical practitioner 
anthorisecl 'in that beh·alf either gener­
a ll~- or in a particular ease hy the 
Chief :1\Iedicnl Officer of the G:;vern­
ment. 

, (I) by inserting next after section 18 the 
following new sections:~ 

. ~! 
•'. 

18B. ln any legal pi·oeeeaings' Or in­
quiry, whether under this Act or other­
''ise, if the court, judge, coroner, mag­
istl·ate, justice or justices do not con­
sider that there is sufficient evidence 
to determine whether a person con­
cerned or in any way connected with 
the proceedings or inquiry is or is not 
au aborigine, such coUI"t, judge, cor­
oner, magistrate, justice or justices 
hit:ving seen such person may determine 
the question according to his or their 
own opinio~. 

·•. :Mr·. LANG (Auburn) [9.47]: There 
]s something in proposed new section Sn, 

· the principle of which I do not agree 
~o, a1id never have agreed to. .The pro­
llOSPd .new section states that "whosoever 
Without lawful authority. or .ex~use,· the 

proof \\'hereof shall lie on him," and so 
on. I <:!a,mot agree to allow the proof 
to rest on the person who is accused. 
To say that a man is guilty unless he 
can prove his innocence is anti-Aus­
tralian and anti-British. 

:M:r. L. 0. MARTIN: It does not say 
that! 

:J\fr: LANG: It means that. 
Mr. L. 0. MARTIN: It does not! 
Mr. LANG: The proposed new sec­

tions states "the proof whereof shall lie 
on him." 

:Wir. L. 0. :ilfARTIN: That means the 
proof that he has lawful authority! 

J\fr. LANG: It may be, but I cannot 
agree to the proposal. I move: 

That in proposed new section 8B the 
words "the proof whereof shall lie on him" 
be struck out. 

J\fr. HENRY (Clarence) [9.49]: The 
leader of the Opposition has on 
other occasions expressed his dislike to 
the incorporation of this principle in 
Acts of Parliament, and I also 
have intimated my dislike to it. 
There is a growing tendency to insert 
this kind of wording in Acts of Par­
liament making the proof of innocence 
lie on an accused person, or person in­
terested. It is importing· into our law 
a principle of Continental law under 
which an accused person is regarded as 
guilty until he disproves the charge 
against him. I do not think these words 
are necessary in Acts of Parliament in 
this country. They are not found in 
the ancient precedents on which our law 
has been built up. There is no need for 
them. The charge should be that the 
accused party enticed an aborigine to 
leave a reserve. If the facts are proved 
he should be convicted. To tell a man 
that he is charged with enticing an abo­
rigine from a reserve and he is pre­
sumed guilty until he proves otherwise, 
is a horse of a different colour. I agree 
with the clause but not with the word­
ing and intend to support the amend­
ment. 

J\:!r. DAVIDSON (Cobar) [9.53]: I 
mentioned at the second-reading stage 
what would be .the effect of this bill in 
this regard. 
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Captain CHAFFEY: :Thfight I mention 
that all that is proposed is that a man 
should show he has lawful authority for 
enticing an aboriginal away from the re­
serve. That is not accusing a person! 

Mr. DAVIDSON: If a person ap­
proached a reserve and an aboriginal 
voluntarily went away with that person 
the latter would be accused of enticing 
t.l1P. nhorigine away. The man might 
have to pro"l'e that he had not enticed 
him away. The onus should be on the 
accuser, not on the accused, that is· a 
princip~c of British justice. The. same 
principle as this is to be noticed thTough­
out the bill. The onus, for instance, is 
placed on a person of proving that he .is 
not an aboriginal. For these reasons I 
support the amendment. 

Mr. FOSTER (Vaucluse) [9.3.3] : I 
cannot quite see the truth of what the 
bon. member says. I appreciate the 
principle he refers to and I do not think 
the onus of proof should be on the ac­
cused. Might I point out to hon. mem­
bers that if a man is travelling in any 
c·ountry on a passport he must, in order 
to prove •his bona :fides, produce that 
passport on demand. That has been 
so also in Australia since the pass­
port system was introduced. If a per­
son can show that he has authority to 
remove an aboriginal it is his duty to 
produce that authority. I take it that 
in an ordinary way we are not allowed 
to remove aborigines from reserves, as 
their position is somewhat different from 
that of white men. If, ho}vever, I have 
authority to entice an aboriginal away 

~fr. LANG: No one can get an 
authority to entice an aboriginal! 

Mr. FOSTER: I think the clause js 
plainly put. 

:Thfr. LANG: ·what happens when some­
one entices an aboriginal lady out of the 
reserve? 

Mr. FOSTER: They are not regarded 
as entirely responsible. A man might 
say he did it because he had such and 
such a reason. If it were a valid reason 
it would satisfy the person making the 
inquiry. ProYided I had reasonab)e ex-

cuse I could rebut the charge of re• 
moving an aboriginal. I might say t~at 
it was in the interests of the man him~ 
self, for instance. It is my duty to ex· 
plain 1riy reason. Although I agree with 
the principle that the onus of proo£ 
should not be on the accused, I think, in 
this case, the position is quite clear. 

Progress reported. _i. 

EXTENSION OF SITTING. 

Uotions of urgency and for suspension 
of standing orders agreed to. · 

Motion (by Lt.-Oolonel Bruxner): 
agreed to: 

'fbat so much of the sessional orders be 
suspended as would preclude the continua­
tion of the present sitting a.ftcr 10.30 p.m." 

ABORIGINES PROTECTION (AMEND­
MENT) BILL. 
I~ CO:IE\UTrEE. 

(Consideration resumed from an 
earlier hour.) 

(Mr. NEss in the chair.) 

Que<:tion-That the woi·ds proposed to 
be struck out (I\Ir. Lang's amendment) 
stand-put. The Committee divided: 

Ayes, 3"7; noes, 26; majority, 11. 

AYES. 

Arclill, G. E. 
Ball, R T. 
Bate, H. J. 
Bennett, C. E. 
Brown, llf. 
Bmlcl, A. E. 
Buttcnshaw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J·. M. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Foster, IV. F. 
l!'rith, W. 
r..dclfinch, Sir Philip 
Gollan, G. C. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson, J. A. 
Main, H. 

Mair, A. 
l\hntiu, L. 0. 
Morton, l\:L 1!'. 
Mo\·erly, A. H. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Hcid, .J. 'r. 
Hcid, Major 
Hithardson, A. 
Ross, W. F. M. 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
'.ronking, A. U. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Wade, B.l\L 
Yeo, A. W. 

Tellers, 
Momo, C. 0. J. 
Waddell, J. W. 

NOES. 

Arthur, J. G. 
Bat1cleley, J. M. 
Dootl1, G. 
Burke, Frank 
Cn hill, J .. r. 
Ca:nc1·on, R. 
c~dton, w. J. 

Clyne, D. 
Davidson. M.A. 
Davies, IV. 
(-ionnan, R. D. 
Hawkins, F. ll. 
1TefrrtJJ1., R. J. 
E:my, :\. S. 

·j 
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Knight, H. 
.Lang, .T. T. 
Lazzarini, C. C. 
McGirr, James 

Quirk, J. 
Shannon,.T. J. 
Sweeney, J. T. 

McKell, W. J. Tellers, 
Matthews, C. H. Stanley, F. 
O'Sullin.n, M. Tonge, A. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Amendment negatived. 
Mr. DAVIDSON (Cobar) [10.5] 

I move: 
'l'ha t in proposed new section 13B the 

y;ords "a reasonable (wage" be struck out 
and there be inserted in lieu thereof the 
words "a, wage in accordance with award 
l'atc3 of wage where such rates are applic­
nblc or a reasonable wage when no award 
appropriate to his calling exists." 

I mentioned during the second-reading 
stage of the bill that when a half­
('::tstc is employed in any industry, and 
he is generally employed in the rural 
industry, if he is a member of the Aus­
tralian \V orkers' Union he must be paid 
t.he award rate applicable to the work he 
is doing, and if he is not paid the award 
rate the Australian Workers' Union is 
there for the purpose of seeing that his 
dg;hts arc protected. In many instances, 
owing to the action of the :mti-I.,abour 
Governments, the whole legislation which 
1ll'otectcd rural workers has been repealed. 
Th!:'rc arc many occupations in the rural 
industry where no award rate applies. 
For that reason, if a man is working and 
is entitled to the award rate of wages, 
he should get that award rate, but 1£ 
there is no award for that occupation 
the aboriginal should be entitled to a 
l·ca-:onable wage for the wo1:k that he 

· is doing. If this amendment is carried, 
the Aborigines Protection Board would 
l>e ab!e to intervene in such cases and 
t.cc that where there is no award rate 
.a rl'asonable wage is paid. 
· Ilfr. BATE (South Coast) [10.10]: I 
.-do not wish to delay the Committee, but 
I would ask the hon. member to read the 
whole clause. This clause is designed 
to deul with those unfortunate cases 
where girls have been taken into the 
homes of white people, anrl it has been 
discovered that they are working without 
wag-es. 

1fr. D.wmsox: A reasonable wage 
should be fixed for that class of em­
ployee! 

1fr. BATE: We want to provide for 
specific cases such as that of the girl 
who was employed in domestic service 
for ten years and received no wages. 

Mr. BOOTH (Kurri Kurri) [10.12] : 
I wish to draw attention to certain 
statements made at the second-reading 
stage. 

The TE~IPORARY OnAIR)IA~ CMr. NEss): 
Order! I will not allow the hon. member 
to do that; he must deal with the amend­
ment. 

Mr. BOOTH: I support the amend­
ment, but the person concerned should 
have control of the family endowment 
allowance, which is part of the basic 
wage. 

The TEMPORARY OnAIRMA:\' (Mr. NEss): 
Order! There is nothing about family 
endowment in this clause; the question 
before the Committee is the payment of 
the award wage, or where there is no 
award, a reasonable wage. 

Mr. BOOTH: The award wage should 
be paid. Government supporters said 
that if an aboriginal mother spends her 
endowment money in a proper way 
family endowment is paid in cash. That 
is absolutely untrue. 

The TE)fPORARY CnAnDLI.X (:Jfr. NEss): 
Order! The hon. member must confine 
himself to the amendment. 

1fr. BOOTH: The amendment pro­
vides that award rates shall be paid, and 
if there is no award a rensonable wage 
shall be paid. Family endowment is part 
of the basic wage, and I submit that I 
am in order in dealing with the matter 
on the amendment. The Aborigines Pro­
tection Board takes family endowment 
paid to aboriginal mothers and decides 
how the money shall be 8pent. I will 
cite a case from Cardiff. A woman there 
asked the board for sufficient money to 
enable her to buy a perambulator, but 
the board refused. 

Mr. AnDILL: "Bunkum!" 
1fr. BOOTH: It is futile for the hon. 

member to say "bunkum." If the ·hus­
band is working for a private employer 
or is engaged on relief work he receives 
the wages to which he is entitled, but 
the board retains family endowment and 
instructs the storckcepzr how it shall be 



Aborigines Protection [23 JUNE, 1936.] (Amendment) Bill. 4855 

spent. If that is not humiliating, I do 
not know what is. What is more humili­
ating than for a half-caste, who has 
never been in a camp, and whose husband 
has never been in a camp to be told that 
,the local storekeeper has the endowment 
-cheque and that the money must be 
spent either on groceries or not spent 
at all. · 

Jl.fr. ARDILL: The hon. member does 
not know what he is talking· abuuL. The 
.storekeeper does not get the cheque! 

Jvir. BOOTH: The hon. member asked 
'for specific cases, and I am quoting one. 
The cheque is paid to the storekeeper, 
and the lady. concerned is bound to go 
to that particular store to spend the 
money. She cannot even nominate the 
.store that she will deal with. For a 
a·espectable woman who does not drink 
a·nd whose integrity has never been 
questioned to be told by the Govern­
ment that it has no confidence in her, 
that she is dishonest, and that she can­
not spend her endowment money pro­
![lerly, is humiliating in the extreme. 
The Minister should accept the amend­
ment that has been moved by the hon. 
member for Cobar. 

'Question-That the words proposed 
to be lstruck out sta~d-put. 'The Com­
mittee divided: 

Ayes, 38; noes, 26; majority, 12. 

AYES. 

Ardill, G. E. 
Ball, H. T. 
Bate, H. J. 
:Brown, M. 
Bud!'!, A. E. 
Buttenshaw, E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. :M. 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Foster, 'iV. F. 
Frith, W. 
Goldfinch, Si;· Philip 
Gollan, G. 0. 
Henry·, A. S. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
..Jackett, H. G. 
..Jackson, J. 
Kilpat1·ick, M. 
LU\YSOJJ, J. A. 

Maii1, H. 
Martin, L. 0. 
:Momo, 0. 0. J. 
Morton, M. l!,. 
Movcrly, A. H. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. 'l'. 
Reid, Major 
Richardson, A. 
Ross, W. F. M. 
Sinclair, 0. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Wade, B. i\f. 
Yeo, A. W .. 

Tellers, 
Mair,A. 
Tonking, A. U. 

Arthur, J. G. 
Baddeley, J. M. 
Booth, G. 
Burke· Frank 
Cahill; J. J. 
Carlton, W. J. 
Clyne, D. 
Davidson, M. A. 
Davies, W. 
Gornlan, R. D. 
Heffron, R J. · 
Horsington, E. ~I. 
Knight, H. 
Lang, J. '1'. 

NoEs. 
Lazzarin.i, C. C. 
Mc·Girr, James 
McKell, W. J. 
Matthews, 0. II. 
O'Sullivan, M. 
Quirk, J. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Stanley, F. 
Sweeney, J. T. 
Tonge, A. 

Telle1·s, 
Cameron, R. 
Hawkins, F. H. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Jl.fr. DA \TID SON (Co bar) [10.20] : I 
n1ove: 

That in proposed new section 13c the 
words '.'the secretary or some other officer 
named by him, and any employer who fails 
to observe such directions shall be deemed 
to have not paid such wages. The wages so 
collected shall be expended solely on behalf 
of the aborigine to whom they were due, 
and an account kept of such expenditure" 
be struck out and there be inserted in lieu 
thereof the words "such aborigine." 

The bill provides that in the case of a 
prosecution against an employer for 
wages for an aboriginal the wages shall 
be paid to the secretary of the board, 
supposing the prosecution is successful. 
The proposed new ·section states that the 
secretary or some otl1er officer named by 
him, and any employer, who fails to 
observe such directions shall be deemed 
to have not paid such wages, and that the 
wages so collected shall be expended 
solely on behalf of the aboriginal to 
whom they were due, and an account 
kept of such expenditure. That means 
that instead of the wages being paid to 
the aboriginal who does the work they 
will be paid to the secretary of the 
board, or to some other officer appointed 
by the board. It will be similar to the 
payment of family endowment. The 
wages will be taken control of by the 
board, and the board will decide how 
the money shall be expended. I lmo\v 
from experience that the aboriginals 
would resent such treatment. They feel 
that if they do the work and earn the 
money they are justified :tn saying how 
the money shall be expended. They know 
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better than the board what the require­
ments of their families are. To say to 
an aboriginal, "You are competent to do 
the work and earn your wages, but you 
are not competent to spend the money," 
is going too far. I know of dozens of 
cases in connection with which endow­
ment has been con£scated by the board. 
The managers of the aboriginal mis­
sions decide in what manner the money 
shall be expended, and often they buy 
something which, for the time being, is 
useless to the aboriginal's family. I 
realise it is important that the board 
should have some control where it is 
proved beyond doubt that the man who 
has done the work and earned the money 
would not me it in the best interests of 
his family. In such cases the board 
should step in and take control. But 
the board has power to do that now, 
and it does so. The proposal goes too 
far, because it takes away completely the 
liberty of these people. Instead of doing 
that, we should give them more liberty. 
The least Parliament can do is to say 
that if these men are competent to earn 
money they should be allowed to spend 
it. 

Mr. BATE (South Coast) [10.30]: I 
hope the Committee will not agree to 
striking out these v.ords. The board 
wishes to act only where it considers it 
will be in the interest of the aborigines 
concerned. The hon. member for Cobar 
said that it seemed to be considered that 
the ab01·iginal is not competent to spend 
the money. The trouble is that he is not 
competent to hold the money. That is 
~here the whole difficulty lies. It may 
be a :young aboriginal who is receiving 
wages from an employer. and some older 
aboriginal gets the whole lot from him. 
All that is desired is that the money 
should be placed in some trust acount 
for the use of the person who earns it. 
That is the whole iilen. 

Mr. Dwmso~: ·why not set up a 
similar board to protect white people~ 

Mr. BATE: It would be a very good 
thing in many cases. I have already 
pointed out to the Committee a startling 
case of a man leaving a legacy to a 
young aboriginal that would be worth in 
time £800 or £900. The young aboriginal 

sold the rights of this legacy to a fellow 
in the city, who, I think, was a book.:. 
maker, for a few pounds. 

1\Ir. DAVIDSON: That is an isolated 
case. The Government does not hang 
the whole community because someone 
commits a murder ! 

:Mr. BATE: We contrived to get· the 
money back and it is now held in a trust 
account for this :young man. If we had 
not been doing our duty he would haYe 
squandered it. We only ask the right to 
do this in other cases where it is known 
that the money will be taken from them 
by other aborigines. 

l\fr. DAYIDSOX: According to the hou_ 
member's account, the right of doing: 
that ah-eady exists! 

Mr. BATE: No. We took the risk. 
\Ye put fear into this fellow's heart 
and he disgorged the money. The same 
sort of thing- has happened over anrl 
over again. The older fellows frequent 
places where younger aborig-ines, especi­
ally girls, are employed anu get their 
money from them. We only ask that 
power be given to place the money in a 
trust account so that the money shall go 
to the person who earns it. 

Question-That the words proposed to 
be struck out stand-put. The Com­
mittee divided: 

Ayes, 33; noes, 26; majority, 7. 

Al'(lill, G. E. 
Bate, H. J. 
Brown, ~L 
Budd, A. E. 
Buttensha'"• E. A. 
Chaffey, Captain 
Dunningham, J. M. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Frith, W. 
Goldfinch,Sir Philip 
Gollan, G. C. 
Hcmy,A. S. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 
Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, M. 
Lawson. J. A. 
:M:air, A. 

Baclcleley, J. M. 
Booth, G. 
Burke, Frank 
Cahill, J. J. 
Cameron, R. 

AYES. 

~vionro, C. 0. J. 
~lorton, l\L F. 
::\Iovcrly, A. IT. 
Primrose. H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Major 
Ross, W. F. l\L 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Wade, B. M. 
Yeo,A.W. 

TelleTs, 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Jackett, H. G. 

NOES. 

Carlton, W. J. 
Clyne, D. 
Davidson, M. A. 
Davies, W. 
Hawkins, F. H. 
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Heffron, R. J. 
Horsington, E. M. 
Knight, H. 
Lang,J. T. 
Lazzarini, C. C. 
McGirr, James 

Quirl<, J. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Stanley, F. 
Sweeney, J .• T. 
Tonge, A. 

McKell, W. J. Tellers, 
:Matthews, C. H. Arthur, J. G. 
O'Sullivan, l\1. Gorman, It. D. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Mr. LANG (Auburn) [10.38] : I Llu 
not seem to be Yery successful in get­
ting objectionable and unprincipled 
clauses taken out of bills. I do not ap­
prove of the objectionable course p-ro­
posed in the bill of making accused pe-r­
sons prove their innocence. There is only 
one reason the anti-Labour Government 
is doing this. The proper course will be 
to pay it back in kind. If I repeated 
the process in proposed new section 30D 
and aimed it at the employers, every bon. 
member opposite would vote against it. 
These poor aboriginals want protec­
tion. The employer may not be paying 
them their wages. According to what I 
have heard during this debate, they want 
a lot of protection and I propose to give 
it them if this Committee will agree. I 
move: 

TIJUt in proposed new sedion 13D after 
the word "aborigine" scconc1 occurring there 
be inserted the words "(and the averment 
in the information shall be sufficient evi­
dence of the truth of sueh averment unless 
the contrarY is shown to the s::ttisfaction of 
the court) .'• 

I do not like it, because it is a bad 
principle. The principle is bad wherever 
it js applied, but this Gove-rnment has 
been applying a bad, rotten principle in 
bill after bill. Now, to show the rotten­
ness of it, I have moved this amendment. 
"Wr.at is sauce for the gooee should be 
sauce for the gander. \Vhat harm is 
there in asking the employer to do that~ 
Has not the employer a receipt for the 
wages he has paid? Has he not got his 
books of account~ Cannot he bring them 
along and produce them? 

~h. Sr~CLAIR: What about a breach 
of agreement? 

Mr. LANG: Let him prove it. If 
there is any case where it is alleged that 
wages are due to an aboriginal or there 

has been a breach of agreement let the· 
employer prove his innocence. Let us. 
apply this principle all round. 

:Mr. MAm: Perhaps this is the first 
bill to eliminate it! 

Mr. LANG: What does the bon. mem­
ber mean? 

}.fr. II'Lun: Well, the leader of the 
Opposition has been argui.ng prett;r 
solidly in the past, and perhaps this i:;:. 
the £rst bill that eliminates the provi­
sion! 

llfr. LANG: The Government will b3' 
in this position .that it will vote to reject 
my amendment. It will be rejected when 
it is against the employer, but it is. 
accepted when it is against the othel" 
individual. The Government will have 
to stand up to it. It is put in bill aftel" 
bill in this House. I do not believe in 
the principle, but if it is included in the 
bill the Employers' Federation will soon 
want the -Government to take it out. 

Captain CHAFFEY [10.50] : ThC' 
leader of the Opposition knows that he 
is asking the Committee to agree to· 
something that he confesses should not 
be incorporated in any bill. 

Mr. LANG : It should not, because it 
is a bad principle! 

Captain CHAFFEY: The leader of 
the Opposition referred to his previous 
amendment. The >Committe decided that 
it shall lie upon the person to prove 
that he has lawful authority for the ac­
tion he takes. 

l\fr. LANG: No man can have lawful 
authority to entice a person, because 
that is a criminal offence. If a man. 
entices a young person from a reserve 
he is guilty of an offence! 

Captain CH.A..FFEY: Unless he can 
prove that he has lawful authority. 

:Nir. J,ANG: But he cannot have lawful 
authority for that purpose. 

Captain CHAFFEY: An officer can 
hold authority from the Aborgines Pro­
tection Board to remove an aboriginal 
if he is· being exploited by an un­
scrupulous employer or someone else. 
Provision is made for a proper method 
whereby that principle can be applied 
in such a case.· If it is a case of wages 
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!loth sides can state their case to the 
-court, and the court can determine the 
matter on the evidence. If it is a case 
·of breach of agreement, the agreement 
will be submitted to the court, which 
will determine the matter on the evi­
<dencc. I ask the •Committee to reject 
the amendment: 

Question-That the words proposed to 
ibe inserted IJJe so inserted-put. The 

_<Committee divided: 

Ayes, 26; noes, 34; majority, 8. 

Arthur, J. G. 
Baddeley, J. M. 
:Booth, G. 
-:Burke, Frank 
<Cahill, J. J. 
(;ameron, R. 
(·:yne,D'. 
Davidson, M.A. 
Dm·ies, 'V. 
(;1-ol·man, R. D. 
Hawkins, F. H. 
HeD'ron, R. J. 
Horsington, E. Jl,f. 
'L-\:night, H. 

.Arclill, G. E. 
Bate, H. J. 
93rown, l\'J. 
B:1dd, A. E. 
Ch:1ffcy, Captain 
Dunningham, J. l\L 
Elliott, H. 0. 
Fleck, Dr. 
Frith, W. 
Gollan, G. C. 
Henry, A. S. 
Howarth, W. A. H. 

.Jackett, H. G. 
Jackson, J. 
Kilpatrick, l\L 

AYES. 

Lang, J. T. 
Lazzarini, C. C. 
McGirr, James 
McKell, W. J. 
Matthews, C. H. 
O'Sullivan, M. 
Quirk, J. 
Shannon, T. J. 
Stanley, F. 
'l'onge, A. 

Tellers, 
Carlton, W. J. 
Sweeney, J. T. 

NOES. 

Martin, L. 0 . 
Monro, C. 0. J. 
Morton, l\:L F. 
Moverly, A. H. 
Primrose, H. L. 
Reid, A. E. 
Reid, J. T. 
Reid, Major 
Ross, W. F. l\'I. 
Sinclair, C. A. 
Solomon, E. S. 
Vincent, R. S. 
Waddell, J. W. 
Yco,A.W. 

Lawson, J. A. Tellers, 
Lloycl, S. A. Goldfinch, Sir Philip 
J\fain, H. Wade, B. ~f. 

-Question so resolved in the negative. 

.Amendment negatived. 

Mr. HENRY (Clarence) [10.59]: I 
move: 

That in proposed new section 14A after 
:tho word "aborigine" first occurring there 
be inse1-ted the words "or a person appar­
ently having an admixture of abol'iginal 
blood," ancl also that after the word "abori­
gine" second occurring there be insertocl the 
words "or person." 

Hon. members probably know what the 
definition of "aborigine" is in the Act. 
There the word means "any full-blooded 
or half-caste aboriginal who is a native 
of New South \Vales." To overcome the 
limitation of definition of an aboriginal 
who may claim to have been born out­
side New South Wale'!, provision has 
been made in clause 2 (a) (i) to omit 
from the definition "aborigine" in sec­
tion 3 of the- Act the words "New South 
Wales" and to insert in lieu thereof the 
words "Australia and who is temporarily 
or permanently re3ident in New So1,1th 
Wales." I understand that the principal 
object of the bill is to prevent the spread 
of venereal disease infection in abori­
ginals to 'the eyes of white persons who 
come in contact with aboriginals. The 
bill will bring diseased aborigials under 
curative treatment. Unde1· the Act the 
board may authorise the medical exami­
nation of any aboriginal, but "aborigi­
nal" in the Act means a full-blooded or 
a half-caste native of Australia. If the 
man is a quarter-caste or an octoroon 
and· is infected with. a communicable 
disease he cannot be compelled to submit 
to treatment. Unless the Committee 
agrees to my amendment only full­
blooded and half-caste aboriginals can be 
dealt with. On the reserves to-day only 
one out of ten are full-blooded abori­
ginals, and probably only one out of four 
are quarter-blooded. The whole of the 
reserves may be inspected, but only the 
full-bloods and half-castes could be 
dealt with . 

Captain CHAFFEY (11.5] : The point 
raised by the hon. member for Clarence 
desen-es the earnest consideration of 
Parliament. At the moment I am just 
a little doubtful as to the probable effect 
of his amendment, but I appreciate the 
spirit in which it was moved. I desire 
to do the right thing, and I ask the 
hon. member to withdraw the amend­
ment on my assurance that I shall go 
definitely into the matter, and if the 
position is as the hon. member says it 
is, I will ask my colleague in the Upper 
House to have the amendment made 
there. I clearly see the point that the 
hon. member bas raised. 
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:M:r. HENRY: On the :M:inister's assur­
ance, I ask leave to withdraw the amend­
ment! 

Amendment (by leave) withdrawn. 

J\fr. DAVIDSON (Cob:ll') [11.7]: I 
move: 

That in proposecl new section 18n the 
words "justice or" be struck out, and there 
be ins~; ted iu lieu thereof the words "or 
two.'' 

Under the proposed new section the 
court would have power to determine 
whether or not a person was an abori­
ginal. Proposed new section 18A provides 
that in any proceedings for an offence 
against the Act, or upon a breach of a 
regulation made thereunder, the aver­
ment in the information or complaint 
that any person therein named or re­
ferred to was an aboriginal, or the refer­
ence in the information or complaint to 
such person as an aboriginal shall be 
sufficient evidence of the truth of such 
averment, or reference, unless the con­
trary is shown to the satisfaction of 
the court. The tribunal will comprise a 
judge, coroner, magistrate, justice, or 
justices. Hon. members should bear in 
mi.nd that many disputes arise when 
aboriginals apply for family endowment, 
and the board decides whether a man 
is an aboriginal for the purposes of 
endowment. Hundreds of these people 
are quarter-castes or half-ca<'tes, and the 
board says they are not aboriginals with­
in the meaning of the law. 

Captain CHAFFEY [11.9]: I take 
it that the hon. member does not want 
to see these cases determined before a 
single justice of the peace. Section 18 
Qf the Act provides: 

Proceedings for an offen~e against this 
Act 01· for a contravention of the regula· 
tions may be taken before a stipencliary or 
police magistrate or any two justices by 
a member of a local committee, a guarclian, 
a member, or an officer of the board, or 
member of the police force. 

I think the bon. member has in mind 
the fact that a judge is sometimes re­
ferred to as a justice. Here again, I 
give hon. members an assurance that I 
will examine that matter and ascertain 
the full implication of the wording. I 
want to do exactly as the hon. member 

wants to do and avoid these cases being 
decided by a justice of the pea·ce sitting 
alone. They ought to be determined by 
a stipendiary magistrate or two justices. 
Section 18 of the Act provided that a 
decision must be given by two justices. 
I ask the hon. member to accept my as­
surance that if the proposed new section 
does not do what I think and what he 
wggests ought to be done, I will take 
proper steps to give effect to .his proposal. 

}.fr. Dwmso~: If the J\iinister will do 
th:1t and satisfy himself that the word­
ing does not mean that one justice of 
t.he peace can hear the case I will with­
draw my amendment! 

Amendment (by leave) withdrawn. 
Mr. LANG (Auburn) [11.14]. Many 

of these coloured persons ·write in to hon. 
members complaining about the harsh 
treatment they receive. They are not 
pure-blooded aborigines and they say they 
arc hunted from town to town and suffer 
a1l sorts of persecution. A wife writes 
and :<a:ys her husband is a good man, able 
and willing to work, but he is hounded 
down. If some authority is going to say 
that these married couples must be put 
back into a camp or mission, the diffi­
cultv is that it may not be possible to 
pro;c they are aborigines. There may 
not be sufficient evidence before the 
magistrate, justices, or judge to show 
tht:!t they are aborigines. No matter 
v:hat they prove the judge, or magis­
trate, or justices can say that there is 
no evidence to show they arc aborigines. 
The person on the bench may say, "I 
will have a look at you. According to 
your colour :you are an aborigine-away 
you go.'' That might apply even to an 
hon. member of this House. I want to 
help the board, but hon. members must 
b!'l Yery careful in giving a vote that 
they do not inflict an injustice upon 
these people. 

J\fr. BATE (South Coast) [11.1'7] : 
The reason for the introduction of this 
nmendment is that there were two 
courses to choose between. One was to 
allow these people to go on in their 
nomadic habits. The other was to pro­
vide them with sanctuaries. Where they 
were living in insanitary conditions 
round about some of the towns and the 
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board or council asked that they be taken 
away, it was found that it could not 
always be done. In one case a clever 
solicitor said that the board could not 
show that a person was an aboriginal 
and we found that we could not, be­
canso when we produced the man's birth 
certificate there was nothing in it to 
show that the man was an aboriginal. 
The only desire is to protect these people 
from being in the precincts of these 
towns. 'Ve want to provide thein with 
a sanctuary, not to confine them. We 
want to take them awav from these 
towns for their own sake ·as well as for 
the sake of the public. The board, over 
and over again, has received complaints 
from councils and residents of towns, 
but has not been able to do anything·. 
This provision will give it the necessary 
power. On the fact of it, it may look 
difficult or queer, but it is only in the 
interests of the people concerned. 

Captain CHAFFEY [·11.18] : I want .. 
to add one observation to what the hon. 
member for South Coast has said. A 
similar provision to this e.-.::ists in the 
Queensland, South Australian and West 
Au!:'tralian legislation; it has operated 
for some time. As a matter of fact, it 
is couched in stronger terms than this 
proposal and the powers in those States 
are exercised, really, by the Commis­
sioner or public authority, and not the 
~ourt. I have not seen fit here to go 
quite so far and have left the deter­
mination to the court. I believe 
the experience gained elsewhere, plus 
the fact that there is not a mem- . 
ber of the Aborigines' Protection 
Board whose sincerity is questioned by 
anyone, will result in this provision work­
ing smoothly and to the advantage of 
all concerned. The attitude of the board 
is one of sympathy and practical assist-· 
ance to these aborigines; at the same · 
time it protects their interests. In ask­
ing the Committee to accept the provi­
sion I feel confident it will work out 
satisfactorily. 

Clause agreed to. 
Bill reported without amendment; re­

port adopted. 
Bill read a third time. 

ROllrAN CATHOI;[C CHURCH TRUST 
PROPER'l'Y BILL. 

SECOXU READI:-1G. 

IIIr. L. 0. :MARTIN (Oxley) Min­
ister of Justice [11.24], moved: 

That this bill be now 1·ead a seconcl time .. 

He said: This is a bill brought in with 
the request from the Roman Catholic­
Church authorities throu6h the whole 
of New South 'Vales that this House 
should pa:;s it. I am authori:oed by the 
legal advisers of the Church to say that 
every bishop in the State has had the 
bill under consideration, and the whole 
of the authorities of the Church 
approve of it. 

The bill was drafted by the Church 
authorities, and the very greatest care 
was taken by them to express their de­
sires in carying out the objects they had 
in view. The bill was then submitted 
to the ,Q,overnment, and came to my 
department, where it was carefully ex­
amined by myself and the legal officers 
of the department. and certain amend­
ments were made. with the full approval 
of the Church authorities. Those 
amendments consisted entirely of 
matte~·s concerned with public rights and 
public interests, and I am able to sub­
mit the bill with the assurance that it 
does not do anything that this House 
has not approved of in regard to other 
den om ina tions of the Christian religion. 
This 1Church merely asks that it be given 
the same facilities as Parliament has 
seen fit to grant to other religious bodies. 

If any hon. member is particularly in­
terested in the bill I would ask him to 
first carefully study the definitions in 
clause 2, because without doing so the 
bill will not be understood. Clause 3 sets 
out who the trustees are for the dioceses, 
namely, the bishop of each diocese, and 
the diocesan consultors of the diocese in 
question. Those are the trustees selected 
by the Church authorities themselves. 

Mr. SnAXNON: Do they take over the 
property of the Augustine Order? 

Mr. L. 0. MARTI~: No. If the hon. 
member will look at the definition of 
"Church trust property" he will see that 
It does not include "land held on any 
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trust, created before or after the com­
mencement of this Act, for any order 
or community of this Church or for any 
:association of members of the Church 
for the use or benefit or for any 
vurpose of any such order, community 
()r association." I suggest that the Church 
authorities might be completely trusted 
io see that the special requirements of 
their own organisations will be correctly 
:and accurately looked after. 

Clause 4 provides for the incorporation 
as a body corporate, of the trustees de­
fined in clause 3, and sets out the names 
()f the present dioceses of the Roman 
Catholic Church of New South Wales. 
Those names are provided to the Gov­
ernment b~· the Church authorities, and 
·we might fairly accept them as correct. 
(Hause 5 makes provision for the creation 
of new dioceses. This clause is in­
"!'erted at the request of the Church 
.authorities. 

:Mr. Sruxxox: ·Supposing that takes 
:away :from another diocese, how is the 
difficultv of transferring property over-
<:ome? ' · 

llfr. L. 0. :MARTIN: The bill does 
ihat. Immediately upon the creation of 
~- new diocc~c the Church trust property 
in it is divested from !he trustees of the 
-old diocese, and instantly vested in the 
trustees of the new diocese. That hap­
pens immediately on the publication in 
the Gazette of a notice, signed by the 
bishop of the new diocese and the bishop 
of the old diocese or dioceses. I am 
informed that the Church has a proper 

.·system for· creating a new diocese, and 
I suggest we are not vei'y much con­
cerned with that since the Ohurch is 
-satisfied. 

Clause 6 makes provision for a quorum 
()f the truste~s, and the keeping of a 'com­
mon seal. As bon. members know, no 
corporation can act in certain matters 

-€xcept nnder its common seal. Clause 7 
provides for vacancies in the trust and 
makes the usual and ordinary provision 
made in all similar cases. Clause 8 does 
what the hon. member for Phillip asked 
a moment ago with regard to the vesting 
()f Church trust property. 

Clause D makes provision for the 
powers gi1·en to bodies corporate created 
b,y the bill. The powers given to these 
bodies are not in ex·:?ess of the powers 
that have been given to all similar 'bodies 
when they have asked for them. 

Clause 10 provides for the execution of 
instruments. 'When the Committee stage 
is reached I propose to ask hon. members 
to ag-ree to a slight amendment, which 
has the full approval of t.he Church 
authorities and has been drafted by 
their legal adviser. It is proposed to fol­
low the usual procedure in conveyanc­
ing· and insert after the word "bearing" 
the words "what purports to be." Clause 
11 is, frankly, somewhat complicated 
for a layman, but it is the only way to 
meet the circumstances which it· seeks 
to meet, and it conforms with the 
Conveyancing Act and well-known prin-

. ciples of property law. An imdemnity is 
provided in the case of anybody who 
happens to be dispossessed of a property 
to which he was entitled and had really 
purchased for value. Clause 12 is similar 
to the provision found in the Church of 
England Property Trust Act. Clause 13 
provides that all Church trust property 
for the time being vested in a body cor­
porate shall be vested in a trust. Clause 
14 deals with a matter that has previ­
ously been dealt with, for instance, in 
the Church of England Property Trust 
Amendment Act, 1923. Clause 15 is the 
·final clause, and deals with a matter 
which concerns the Roman Catholic 
authorities solely. It is inserted with the 
full approval of the Bishop of the Dio­
cese of Lismore, and the Archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of Sydney so far as the 
St. Patrick's College Manly Act of 1914 
is concerned. 

I submit the bill to the House as a 
measure designed to provide the same 
facilities for "'he Roman Catholic 
Church to hold its properties conveni­
ently in the various dioceses as are 
granted to other churches. 

llfr. SHANNON: What is the meaning 
of the words "nothing in this section" 
in subclause (3) of clause 15? 

:Mr. L. 0. :MARTIN: The meaning is 
that the interpretation Act shall apply 
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to this bill when it becomes law. It will 
then become a public Act and be part of 
the general law of the community: 

Mr. SHANNON: Supposing there was a 
case pending in connection with one of 
the present trustees, would the new 
trustees take over the responsibility? 

Mr. L. 0. MARTIN: Yes. I shall be 
only too glad to afford hon. members 
any further information. 

Mr. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [11.35]: 
Hon. members of the Opposition feel 
that there is justice in the desire of the 
Roman Catholic Church to enjoy similar 
treatment to that meted out to other 
Churches. All Governments are sym­
pathetic to Churches, irrespective of 
denomination, and the only matters 
affecting Churches which have been sub­
jected to close examination have been 
those in connection with which hon. 
members desired to make things easier 
for the Qhurch authorities concerned. I 
have had personal experience of constitu­
ents considering that they had been heav­
ily charged in respect of Ohurch land 
transactions, but in every case the repre­
sentatives of the Church have evinced a 
desire to deal with the matter sym­
pathetically. The :Minister has said that 
this measure has the approval of the 
bishops, and was drafted by the Church's 
legal authority. Hon. member have not 
examined it carefully, because they are 
convinced that the Church merely re­
quiries justice and a fair thing. Clause 
10 is to be amended in accordance with 
the desire of the bishops, while clause 11 
is of a technical character. No doubt, 
Churches receive better treatment from 
solicitoi·s than do laymen. I have re­
peatedly heard laymen complain about 
the excessive legal charges to which they 
are subjected, and it is time that the 
relevant section of the J,egal Practi­
tioners Act was amended. I think it is 
section 42 which protects lawyers and 
enables them to collect heavy fees from 
clients. :Thiany persons have approached 
me on this matter. 

}.f.r. H!mRY: On a point of order, I 
wi2h to know whether the hon. member's 
remarks are relevant to the bill? 

:Thfr. Acnxc-SPF.Al\ER: I ask the hon. 
member for Cessnock to connect his re­
marks with the bill. 

:Mr. BADDELEY: Complaints have 
been made to me that members of the 
legal profession have charged extortion­
ate fees. 

:Mr. HENRY: On a point of order, I 
again. ask whether the hon. member's 
remarks are relevant to the bill which 
has nothing at all to do with legal costs! 

llh. AcTING-SPEAKER: I must ask the 
hon. member to confine his remarks t<> 
the measure. 

:Mr. BADDELEY: In any case, I do 
not think that there is any likelihood 
of the Roman Catholic Church being ex­
ploited by members of the legal profes­
sion. I understand that clause 10 of the 
bill is to be amended. 

~Ir. L. 0. MARTIN: Clause 10 deals 
with the execution of instruments, and 
it is to be amended to provide that any 
decision may be deemed to be or may 
purport to be a decision. The Church 
authorities did not ask for the amend­
ment, but we pointed out that some such 
alteration was necessary and they de­
cided to adopt our suggestion. 

Mr. BADDELEY: The Jl.finister's ex­
planation is quite satisfactory and we 
have no objection to the bill. 

,Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a .second time. 

IH COhl111ITTEE. 

(:Thfr. SINCLAm m the chair.) 
Clause 6. 

The bi~hop ·and· two • oth~r m~mbe;s of 
each such body corporate shall constitute 
a quorum for the pmpose of any meeting 
of the body corporate. 

1-ir. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [11.45] ~ 
This clause provided for a quorum of 
three at any meeting of the body cor­
porate, and I should like to l:nm'l whether 
that number is ·sufficient. 

J\{r. L. 0. MARTIN: It is quite suffi­
cient; in fact, in respect of other de~ 
nominations the bishop al01:c is com­
petent to act. 

Cbusc agreed to. 
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Clause 10. Every instrument bearing the 
common seal of a body corporate created 
by this Act for any diocese CI:cated before 
or after the commencement of this Act, ancl 
signed by the bishop of that diocese and 
two other members of that body corporate 
shall, in favour of every person claiming 
under or through that instrument, be con­
clusively presumed to have been duly exe­
cuted by the body corporate whose com­
mon seal it bears. 

Mr. L. 0. 111:ARTIN (Oxley), 111:inis­
ter of Justice [11.4G] : I muve: 

That after the word "bearing" there be 
inserted the words "what purports to be." 

I have already explained this amendment 
to hon. members. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Amendment (by lib-. L. 0. Martin) 
agreed to: 

That before the 'vord "signecl"' there be 
inserted the words "pm-porting to be." 

Mr. L. 0. MARTIN [11.47] : I move: 
That after the word "claiming" there be 

inserted the words "for >alue and in good 
faith." 

This amendment follows the Conveyanc­
ing Act, so as to avoid any fraud that 
might be attempted on the Church. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Arr:endmcnt (by Mr. L 0. Martin) 
agreed to: 

Thr.t the 1Yords ""·hrsc common seal it 
bears·• be struck cu\ and there b~ inserted 
in lieu thereof the 'vords "the common seal 
of "·hich it purpo;·ts to bear. 

(2) Section 51 A of the Conveyancing Act, 
1919-1932, sh3ll not apply to or in 
respect of a:1y instrument exccutecl by 
a body corporate crc::ttccl by this Act." 

Clause as amended agreed to. 
Clause 14. No title to any land grantcJ 

by the Crown before the commencement of 
this Act, for or for the use, benefit or pm­
poses of the Church shall be held bad, either 
at Jaw or in equity, by reason of any breach 
or non-performance, before or after the 
commencement of this Act, of any conc1i­
tion, trust or proviso containecl in the grant 
by the Crown nf the land, ancl every pro­
vision for forfeiture cr re·ter~cr ia rc3pect 
of any such h;·earh or non-pcrfornnnce 
shall be cleemcd to !:aYe bee:1 released bj· 
the Crown a3 from th~ elate of the Crown 
grant. 

Mr. BADDELEY (Ccsmock) [11.50]: 
I should like the Minister to explain this 
clause. 

-' '••- I 

Mr. L. 0. MARTIN [11.51] : It was 
the practice in years gone by to give a 
grant subject to certain conditions being· 
carried out. The law has been altered tC> 
allo~v the Government to cancel the con­
ditions on which the grant was made. 
The Church of England Trust Property 
(Amendment) Act of 1923 contains; 
practically exactly the same thing. The­
object of this bill is to assure to the­
Church as a corporate body land given 
to the Church, notwithstanding the fact 
that it may have been used for building­
a school or a presbytery instead of a­
church. What does it matter to the­
people of the State so long as the lancl 
is used for Ohurch purposes? Section 
46 of the Church of England Trust Pro­
perty (Amendment) Act says: 

No title to any land granted by the­
Crown for or for the usc, benefit, or pur­
poses of the Unit eel Church of England and· 
Ireland, or the Chm-ch of England, shall b0 
held bad either at law or iu equity by 
reason of any breach or non-performane~ 
before or after the commencement of tho­
Church of Englru1cl Trust Property (Amend­
ment) Act, 1923, of any condition, trust, or 
proviso contained in the Crown grant of 
the land, and -any right of forfeiture or re­
verter in respect of any such condition~ 
trust, or proviso shall be deemed to have­
been waived by the Crown as from the date 
of the Crown grant. 

I say in all sincerity I think it is a per­
fectly fair thing that this Church should 
be treated as all other Churches ha>C!: 
been trea te,d. 

Clause agreed to. 
Bill reported with amen elm en ts; report 

adopted. 
Bill read a third time. 

NEWCASTLE AGRICULTURAL, HOR­
TICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL. 
ASSOCIATION (Al\iENDl\fEN'I) 
BILL. 

llir. BUTTENSHA W (Lachlan)~ 
Minister for Lands [11.56], moved: 

That leave be gh·en to bring in a biib 
to amend the Newcastle Agricultural, liar~ 
ticultural ancl Industrial Association 
(Amendment) Act, 1905, and certain other 
Arts in ce1·tain respects, ancl for purpose;,; 
connected therewith. 

He said: The bill is intitulecl the New­
castle Agricultural, Horticultural and~ 
Industrial Association (Amenda1e:1t) Bill .. 
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1936. The hon. member for Cessnock 
.is interested as a trustee, and knows the 
facts and reasons for the 'bill. On the 
25th November, 1905, an Act was passed 
..empowering the trustees of the New­
castle Agricultural, Horticultural and 
Industrial A~sociation to mortgage their 
lands at Newcastle for the purpose of 
raising money. The Act made the 
mortgage by way of transfer, the 
land being under the Real Property 
Act. That method is inappropriate, and 
1eacls to difficulties in mortgaging the 
1and. The present bill is merely to en­
:able the trustees, with the Minister's 
·consent, to mortgage the land in the 
11sual way. It does nothing else. There 
m·e a few consequential amendments. It 
is a simple measure, but the amendments 
:are necessary, and eliminate certain dif­
-:ficulties in mortgaging the land. The 
trustees will have to get the Minister's 
·Consent even after this bill is passed. 

nfr. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [11.59]: 
It is perfectly true, as the :Minister has 
stated, that representatives of this asso­
<Ciation waited upon him and upon the 
Minister of Justice to ask that the pre­
sent Act be amended in the direction 
:Stated by the I\finister. It is a very 
wealthy institution, and covers a large 
-:field of activities. It represents a large 
section of the community. I have been 
:a trustee of the association for 
twenty years. Different sections of the 
people have 'been trying to do what they 
can in the interests of the association. 
What the Minister has said with regard 
to the difficulties in mortgaging the 
land is quite true. I ·can see no reason 
why the measure should not be passed. 
As far as I am concerned, I do not pro­
J)OSe to raise any objection. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill presented and read a first time. 

SECOND READING. 

Mr. BUTTENSHA W (I\finister for 
Lands [12.0], moved: 

That this bill be now reacl a seconcl time. 

1Ie said.:· The object of this measure 
of two short clauses is to facilitate 
the. rai!Jing of money by the trustees of 
.the Newcastle Show:ground. on the. secu­
:ri ty .Qf . tp!l t . area. 

Mr. LA'xG: Is there a mortgage on it 
now? 

I\fr. BUTTENSHA W: There may be. 
Mr. LANG: The Minister does not 

know! 

Mr. BUTTENSHA W: I do not know. 
The bill gives the trustees power to bor­
row money to effect improvements, but 
they must first get the Minister's con­
sent. Two areas are concerned, the or­
iginal area and the additional area. 
The Newcastle Show ground originally 
comprised an areas of 17 acres 5!1; 
perch which was dedicated on 2nd 
August, 1905, the additional area of 6 
acres 2 roods 32 perches being dedicated 
on the 8th March, 1918 .. 

I\fr. LANG: For what? 

Mr. ·BUTTENSHA W: For show­
ground purposes. Both areas are cov­
ered by Crown grants to the trustees. 
Under the provision of the Newcastle 
Agricultural, Horticultural, and Indus­
trial Association Act of 1905, the trus­
tees were empowered, subject to the 
written consent of. the Minister for 
Lands, to raise money by mortgaging 
the area of 17 acres 5!1: perches. In 1925 
a further amending Act was passed 
extending the provisions of the 1905 Act 
to the area of 6 acres 2 roods 32 perches. 
·The mortgaging section of the Act, 
however, has been found to be inappro­
priate. It empowers the truste~s to con­
vey and transfer the land to the mort­
gagee, but the showground lands are 
under the provision of the Real Property 
Act, under which a simpler method is 
provided. Apparently the trouble 
arises from the fact that the original 
Act of 1905 was passed a short time 
before the Crown grant issued, and this 
then issued under the Real Property 
Act. The measure is not contentious. 
It merely permits of the mortgaging by 
the appropriate method of a memoran· 
dum of mortgage under the Real Pro­
perty Act. instead of the old procedure. 
The trustees have asked for the bill be­
cause they are seriously embarrassed 
in dealing with the land in an appro­
priate manner. They wish to mortgage 
the land i:a order to effect certain im­
provements,' but it will be necessary for 
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them to show justification for so doing, 
and the Minister of ·the day, whether 
the .request be made to me or to my 
:Successor, will have to give his approval, 
so that the public interest will be abso-

.1utely safeguarded. I feel that there can 

. be no serious objection to the bill, and 
1 hope that the House will pass it with­
tOut delay. 

Mr. LANG (Auburn) [12.4 a.m.] : 
'The ~finister has not given the Hom;e 
mnch information. It may b«;l that he 
:has not got it, but he should not have 

· ·come to the House unready. If the 
trustees propose to mortgage the property 
they should have told the Minister how 

. much they propose to mortgage it for. 
Mr. BuTTENSHAW: I presume that 

. when they make application they will 
~o so! 

Mr. LANG: I suppose they have a 
-certain objective in view, and so long 
:as they can get sufficient money to carry 
-out their objective it will be all right. 
In connection with this class of measure 
1 have raised a point which I shall 
raise so long as this class of bill comes 
before the House. I do not object to the 
trustees being empowered to carry out 

. necessary improvement. I raised similar 
-objection in regard to the School of Arts 
:property, in Pitt-street. The School of 
.Arts occupies one of the most valuable 
.gites in the city, and I saw the possibility 
-of the land some day being put to com­
mercial use. The mortgage might con-

. tain a power of sale, and subclause (3) 
provides that where a mortgage is given 
pursuant to the Act the land comprised 
in such mortgage shall, in the hands of 
the mortgagee and of any person claim­
ing through or under him, be freed and 
discharged from any trust or dedication 
:affecting such land. I am concerned 
about what might happen if the property 
got into the hands of the mortgagee or 
into the hands of any person claiming 
through or under him. The land in ques­
tion was dedicated for the purposes of a 
school of arts. It has been used for the 
purposes of an agricultural, horticultural, 
:and industrial association, and it is a 
very nice property. Its situation is excel­
lent, and it is right on the railway near 
::Broadmea,dow Station. It is eminently 

14~ 

suitable for the purposes for which it was 
.dedicated. But if the bill is passed as it 
stands the trustees ;may mortgage the 
property to some persons who may be 
c:1reless in the future. Power of sale 
might be exercised, when the dedication 
would disappear and the trust would be 
dissolved. There should be some better 
way of dealing with the matter. The 
Minister should provide means to en- -
Rme that the property would revert to 
the Crown. I do not propose to op12ose 
the second reading of the bill, and I have 
no desire to incommode the trustees, but 
I do feel that there is some better way 
of doing what the Minister proposes. 'No 
hon. member can truthfully argue that 
what I say is not correct. The bill gives 
the right to mortgage the property . 

ll!r. PRDIROSE: No one would lend the 
money without power of sale! 

Mr. LANG: That may be. The hon. 
member knows as well as I that there 
have been other bills before the House 
where the property has been mortgaged. 
The mo1;tgage has alreadv been in exist­
ence when the people con~erned woke up 
and asked for these powers. The Minister 
will not give me a guarantee that this 
is not the case here . 

Mr. BUTTENSHAW: I should require 
time to obtain.·that information. This 
bill was hastily prepared in accordance 
with the wishes of the leader of the 
Opposition! 

Mr. MAIN: I can tell the hon. mem­
ber that money has not been paid; there 
is no mortgage! 

Mr. LANG: I do not object to the 
principle of having the power of sale and 
borrowing money because the trustees 
are there. What I object to is that these 
matters are left in the hands of trustees 
and the titles to the land become very 
valuable. Only to-day there was a little 
bill before hon. members dealing with 
a M€thodist churchyard. The land that 
had been dedicated for that purpose years 
ago is probably worth to-day £100 a foot. 
By and bye sites like this will becoru'e 
almost too valuable for Church purposes. 
Apart from that, the congregation will 
shift, and the church will have to follow 
the congregation. There would be no 
objection in such a case, because the land 
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would still belong to the Church author­
ities, and the money derived from it 
would be devoted to Church purposes 
also. 

Mr. HENRY: .As the bon. member says, 
such land becomes very valuable, but 
the more valuable it becomes the less 
likely it is that the trustees will forfeit 
it. It is when land depreciates in value 
that it falls into the hands of mortgagees. 

Mr. LANG: That is hardly what I am 
driving at. 

Mr. HENRY: The bon. member wants 
people to lend money on no security! 

Mr. LANG: Let me come back to the 
city again and cite the case of the 
School of Arts, which is a valuable pro­
perty. 

Mr. HENRY: It has never fallen into 
the hands of mortgagees! 

Mr. LANG: It might. 
l\1r. HENRY: The bon. member knows 

that, except for a small portion, it is 
covered with shops and bringing in hun­
dreds of pounds a week, where formerly 
it did not bring in one penny! 

Mr. LANG.: I have heard of these 
cases happening. 

Mr. HENRY: In fairy tales! 
l\{r. LANG: The bon. member need 

not talk to me about fairy tales. There 
have been business premises in large 
cities like Sydney; businesses have grown 
up round them, and when there has been 
a little section left in between them the 
owners of those business premises have 
got it at any cost. 

Mr. HEXRY: The hon. member might 
argue that the Savings Bank or Rural 
Bank should not be given power of sale 
over a settler or farmer's home, because 
they might sell him up! 

Mr. I~.ANG: No, this is different. The 
farmer or workman who has a home has 
bought the land. He has paid something 
on the balance, or obtained it by mort­
gage. He loses what he pays in. 

l\1:r. HENRY: He loses everything! 
1\Ir. LANG: No. If he has paid it ofT, 

he is all right. These people are gi>en 
something as public authorities. The 
Sydney School of Arts seems to me to 
be the best illustration. 

l\fr. HENRY: I know something about 
the Sydney School of Arts. It is worth 
about 320 per cent. more than it was 
worth twenty years ago! 

M:r. LANG: No man can see the limiit 
of its value. Supposing it is worth 1:11 

quarter of a million pounds, my conten­
tion is that when that money comes back 
it ought to go back to the people. It is 
not necessary to have such a valuable 
site for the school of arts. 

Mr. HENRY: The trustees can always 
sell! 

Mr. LANG: I do not know whether 
they can. Does the hon. member mean 
to say that the trustees could sell the 
land in this case~ If they sell, the pur­
chase price reverts to the Treasury, and 
that is where it ought to go. If, as the 
hon. member for Clarence says, there 
is no danger of it ever going into the 
hands of the mortgagee, it is a very ex­
cellent risk. I should like to see it laid! 
down that in every case where land is 
dedicated by the Crown, there shall be 
no chance of its going away from the 
Crown. If it is sold, any surplus should 
go to the Crown. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a second time and passed 

through its remaining stages. 

MURRUMBIDGEE TURF CLUB 
(DIVESTING) BILL. 

:Mr. BUTTENSHA W (Lachlan), Min-­
ister for Lands [ 12.20 a.m.], moved: 

That lcaYe be given to bring in a bill t() 
Yest certain land at Wagga Wagga in His: 
Majesty; to provide for the dedication of 
such land for cricket ground, athletic sports 
and racecourse, and for the appointment of 
trustees thereof; to confer and impose cer­
tain powers, authorities, "duties and func­
tions on such tt·ustecs; to amend the Mur­
rumbidgee Turf Club Act of 1876; and for­
purposes connected therewith. 

He said: This is a short measure which 
gives effect to a request made by the 
Wagga Wagg·a l\{unicipal Council to plac3 
certain land under their control for public­
recreation purposes. The portion referred 
to i.q a £mall part of 161 acres which was 
dedicated in 1865 for a racecourse. It 
has been used for some time for athletil~ 
sports and dog races, and the interested 
p:nties are in accord with the proposal of 
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the' municipal council. The trustees of 
the racecourse are perfectly satisfied on 
the subject, as are also the cricket as­
sociation, the football club and the 
tennis .club, and the Crown Solicitor 
has advised that the introduction of a 
short bill is the only way to meet the 
position. If hen. members would like 
to see the scale map showing the area 
and the portiuu it is proposed to delete 
.from the original grant and re-dedicale 
to the council, I should he glad to show 
it to them. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill presented and read a first time. 

SECOND READll\G. 

lt:r. BUTTENSHA W (Lachlan), Min­
ister for Lands [12.23 a.m.], moved: 

That this bill be now read a second time. 

He said: The 161 acres to which I have 
referred in the motion for leave to 
introduce was dedicated as a racecourse 
at Wagga Wagga on the lOth January, 
1865, and the Crown grant was issued 
on lOth June, 1866. The land is regis­
tered as volume 39, folio 149, and was 
to be held by the trust for the purposes 
mentioned in the grant. There is really 
no need for me to give details of the 
various leases that have been effected, 
except to say that the trustees of the 
ground lease it to the chairman of the 
turf club who, in turn, leases it to 
the c1·icket association, which a_gain 
sublets it to the various sporting bodies. 
A small area of something like eight 
:lCre3 has !or some considerable time 
past been used for aU classes of athletic 
~port and the only way to utilise it for 
that purpose was bY entering into the 
number of leases to which I have refer­
·red. The a~·ea of eight acres will h<> 
under the control of the municipal coun­
cil as trustees of the various sporting 
bodies, which embrace cricket, tenni,:. 
athlr~tics, football and racing. The coun·· 
cil intends to improve the area, and up 
to the present it has not asked for anv 
money or for permission to mortgago. 
The existing leases will be surrendered 
nnd a new lease will be granted. Tho 
·arrangement is satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. 

Jl.fr. LANG (Auburn) [12.27 a.m.]: I 
have had little opportunity to examine 
the bill and I should like some further 
information in respect of the land to be 
leased. 

Mr. BuTTENSHAW: The area of eight 
acres is part of the racecourse and it 
will be leased for general recreation 
purposes! 

l\fr. LARG: It will not become a 
park? 

l\fr. KILPATRICK: Part of it will! 

l\fr. LANG: If it were to become .a 
public park the council would not be 
able to lease it for dog racing, A coun­
cil is allowed to close a public park only 
for so many days in a year and has 
the rig-ht to charge for admission only 
on certain days. If the whole of the 
area of eight acres were to become a. 
public park, it would be difficult to meet: 
the wishes of the various athletic clubs,. 
because each could not be given a suffi­
cient number of days on which charge>r-·. 
could be made for admission to the park. 
As this ground is to be leased to tennis,. 
cricket, athletic and football clubs it ~s. 
quite evident that it will not become a 
public park. · 

JHr. BuTTENSHAW: It will be a recrea-
tion ground ! 

J\fr. LANG: Not a public parH 
Mr. BuTTENSHAW: No!· 

Mr. LANG: There is no park the~e­
and there is not likely to be. The han. 
member for Wagga Wagga is qui(e· 
wrong when he talks about a park. I 
suppose the council will recoup itself 
for the .loss of rates and taxes by the· 
amount' it will get for the )ease, but t1le 
Minister has informed, me. that dog rac­
ing is being conducted there now. Tl~ei:·~· 
may be something else in it that I can-· 
not see. · I would like to have :had. an 
opportunity of looking into the matter,. 
but I presume· that whatever expense: 
the council is put to in erecting suit­
able buildings will be recouped. It will 
be necessary to erect a grand~tand anC:: 

·pavilions, and also club rooms, but tli'e 
people who are conducting do.2,' racin!! 
will pay only for 'the lease, and it wi~. 
be fa>ourable to tlH~m. 
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Mr. BuTTENSHAW: The Murrumbid­
gee Turf Club Act. of 1876 empowers 
the trustees to grant leases, and they 
have been doing it from one body to 
another in a roundabout way. :We pro­
pose to alter that and to place it under 
the control of the council, which will 
deal direct with the different bodies! 

Mr. LANG: It may be all right, but 
it seems 'to me that there is something 
else attached to it. I should not be sur· 
prised if some buildings are not 
erected. I gather from the sketch that 
there is a cricket pitch, and I presume 

·that around the cricket pitch "tin hare" 
races will be held. There is also a ten· 
nis club which has a small pavilion 

' There is also a dressing-shed for ~oot­
ballers, but there is no provision for a 
grandstand which may cost thousand.'! 
of pounds to erect. 'The ::Murrumbidgee 

· Turf Club might not be prepared to 
· spend money to erect the buildings, and 
the people who are running the sporti 

·'and making a profit may not be preparerJ 
to raise the necessary capital to con· 

··struct the· buildings that may be essen· 
: tial, and they may say, "We will get th~ 
Government to put this on. to the muni­

··cipal council and we will get the conn· 
: ·cil to erect the buildings," and possiblY. 
the people who are making a profit. out 
>Of gambling will approach the Govern· 

· tnent through the municipal council to 
. take the money from the Unemploymen1 

Relief Fund. They will get that money 
at a reduced rate of interest, and it wi.ll 

·be applied to something in the nature of 
·a gamble. If anything of that kind l,s 
-.done the expense will be considerable. 

].{r, BuTTEXSHAW: I understand that 
~the council is willing to effect the -im­
:provements, but it will not do so unles~ 
.'it has some control! 

Mr. LANG: I do not know anything 
, about· the matter, but, apparently, s 
'con-siderable sum will be spent on im­
. proveinents. 

Mr. HENRY: The council is not likely 
. to· spend an. excessive amount on im­
·provep:lents, and .the people who are con­
-ducting mechanical hare races will pas 
a substantial rent 1 --- .• . -~ 

l\:Ir. LANG: That may be. The hon. 
member for Clarence calls them 
"mechanical" hares, but they are still 
"tin hares," and not the live animals 
that used to be hunted. As the hon. 
member says, "tin hare" racing is a pro-­
fitable business, but the gentlemen who 
run the business are not so sure about 
its permanency. 

Mr. KILPATRICK: All the sporting 
bodies were in agreement regarding the 
excision of the area from the racecourse, 
having in mind necessary improvements! 

:Mr. LANG: As far as the playing of 
football there is concerned, the sketch 
plan shows a dressing shed and a 
pavilion. 

l\fr. KILPATRICK: A poor one-! 
Mr. LANG: Well, it is there. A scor­

ing board is also shown. Probably all 
that the footballers want is some im­
_provement in sanitation. 

l\fr. KILPATRICK: We had to erect a 
marquee there when the English .cric­
keters visited the ground! 

l\ir. LANG: Perhaps that was neces­
sary, but the "tin hare" people want 
many other things. The hon. member for 
Clarence said that they would be pre­
pared to pay a good rent because their 
business is profitable. I suppose that 
the -people who run the sport believe it 
would be better to pay a good rent rather 
than take the risk of investing thousands 
of pounds in improvements if, in the 
course of a month or two, something 
happened as a result of pressure brought 
to bear on the Government to carry out 
its election promises. If that came to 
pass and "tin hare" racing -were 
abolished, these people would lose a very 
considerable sum. Of course, no one 
wants to take such a risk. This sancti­
monious Government told the people at 
election time that if returned to power 
it would abolish· the gambling evil, but 
it has not attempted to abolish "tin 
hare" racing. Perhaps that will come 
about when l\fr. Spooner becomes Pre­
mier. · The 'Minister muflt know what 
expenditure he proposes to undertake, 

·and what return is expected from rents. 
M1·.- BuTTEXSHAW: It is a matter en­

tirely· for the people concerne!IJ--
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)Jr. LANG: . They-· can secure an over­
draft on their generahiccount and things 
like that. They gi>e the 'whole muni­
cipality as security just. as the Govern­
ment gives the ·whole :of· New South 
Wales. That is why the Government is 
trying to force municipal councils to 
burden themselves with .,debts. The 
State is carrying as m~c~;d~bt"as. it can 
and the financial institutions want to get 
more interest, so the' Go~;P.~nm€mt is en­
couragiJ:!g municipal bodies t9 mortgage 
their rates right up to the hilt. It is all 
very well for : the . hon. member for 
Clarence to ·talk;'·· The wealthy ·munici­
palities in his area. do·· not do this, but 
in other p'arts;- where tbet·e are great 
numbers of unemployeti;i!rtlunicipaliti~s 
are doing it. One day{.tbey: w-ill. r.wake 
up to find themselves sma!3hed:fln.<l ,QaJ;Ik­
rupt. No municipal~ty,in which I ·had 
any say would do it.. I w<:~uld never:Iift 
the limit of the rate .. ;±ii\~,[~as_.,b~eu 
done for one purpose, to .SJt~~--~l.l!'! .Q?;v:, 
ernment. . -: · · ... 

In the case before hon .. membe~·s·. 
money might be obtained from the ~p_; 
employment relief fund to erect. the~ 
pavilions for a gambling institution;.t]l~ 
is not right. I do not propose to. vot~ 
against the second reading, but in cases 
such as this, the House is entitled .to 
more information. One reason I do ·not 
vote against it is that the land 'vill be 
handed over to the local government 
authorities. Some day in the near future; 
)vhen this reactionary Government is re­
moved from office, people in the area will 
be allowed a vote for the election of 
aldermen, who will be able to rectify any 
mistake made. 

:M:r. KILPATRICK (Wagga Wagga) 
~12.43 a.m.]: As one very deeply in­
terested in the bill, I cannot agree with 
the leader of hte Opposition. It is true 
the land is required for recreation pur­
poses, including football, tennis and 
cricket. It carries certain improvements 
and has an iron fence, about 7 feet high. 
On the northern portion of the area, that 
is proposed to be excised under this bill, 
there is another small area that will be 
very valuable for recreation purposes. 
With a population in W agga W agga of 
12,000 there is no recreation area in the 

northern part of the town. . The. coun­
cil, in conjunction with sporting :bodies, 
was anxious to get· cDntr'ol of'this area 
with the object of"placing s\vings ·''arid· 
other facilities there; 't(rrbe' d!!ed · f6r r·e­
creation purposes. At 'tn'~~ s':iin~~!flf:l:l~;t:tti:i 
sporting clubs and tlie·;·i\r1lrruffibidgae 
Turf Club were to ·erect''the"''rie'6~sS'ar§. 
improvements. Ib. my opl:n'!op.; ''lui: t'h'~ 
represen ta ti ve of''' tli~ t t r:a:feii~ there · 1 'lias 
Leen an agitation fol': some yP.ars tc> ha~c 
this portion excis~d. · I a!JPl'eciate ·the· 
intention of the leader of the Opposition 
not to hold up the bilL · It is essential it 
should go 'through as soon as possible so 
.that the council can complete sanitary 
arrangements which at present are ·in­
adequate. On the northern portion of 
the· ground there is a V-shaped piece 
which is "Set apart for children. The 
maf:o. area contains tennis courts, a por_: 
tion that is 1ised for cricket and football,; 
and the tin-hare course. . . 
-~' M;r .. LA~G: Ther~ 'tvill not be a quarter· 
.9£ ~li.<:l\q;.e in the small piece referred to. 
by. tile' llon. member!· 
!l:;'1tt2r:K~J1~.ATlUCK: It is not a large' 
h\~~.e';';rift·'·is .. nece'ssary that the area. 
~bultl Be sewered, and the council is' 
~~epat'~l!( to' do this; after which it wilT 
le.ase' ··tliC: ground direct to the sporting 
bodies interested. · 

!I£. BuTTENSHAW: In the original Act 
the matter first had to go to the chair.:: 
manr . 

Mr .. KILPATRIOK: That is so. Un­
der the original Act the ground was·. 
dedicated, and trustees were appointed,. 
who leased the area to sporting bodies· .. 
These sporting bodies were never finim-· 
cially strong enough to carry out the 
necessary improvements. The council' 
will carry them out, and will have a· 
small area left for a children's play~ 
ground and for recreation purposes. :£of-­
peo-ple living on tlie nm:th 's-ide:; : . :I 

Question so resolved in th'e'.affiirNalive. 
Bill read a second time;·'and ··pas&ed· 

through its remaining stages. · .. '· '''" 

PUBLIC RESERVES: PUBLIC ;UALL, 
NEVERTIRE. ··· . 

1Ir. BUTTENSHA W (Lachla~):-.:hn~­
ister for Lands [12.50 a.m.].: moved.: 

That, in pursuance of section 3 of . the 
Trustees of Public Reserves En~p~g ~ct, 
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1924, this House declares that such Act 
.• sha)l apply to the area of 2 roods at Never­

tire, notified for public hall on the 17tlt 
~fanuary, 1936, as Reserve No. G5771. 

He said: A number of similar motions 
have· been put through Parliament with 
the idea: of enabling trustees to effect im­
provements and increase the value of 
their property. This motion refers to a 
public hall site at N evertire, comprising 
allotment 16· of section 6, of 2 roods, an.d 
situated in Narromine-street, Nevertire, 
~hich is. in the Castlereagh electorate, 
t·epresented by Mr. A. W. Yeo. It was 
reserved for the purpose of a public hall 
under the Crown Lands Consolidation 
Act, 1913, at the request of the local 
residents. The trustees desire to mort­
gage the site for the purpose of financing 
the erection of a building thereon. They 
have accepted the tender of H. A. Ken­
dal!, of Warren, for the erection of the 
building for the sum of £820 and desire 
to obtain a loan of £600 from the Rural 
Eank to be repaid over a period of 
fifteen years with interest at the rate of 
8 per cent. The balance of £220 is also 
to be obtained from the barik _.on·· the 
guarantee of local residents. The esti­
J;IJated annual income from the hall, 
when erected, is £100,. out of which in­
terest and loan repayments will be met. 

The plans of the hall have been ap­
proved by the Chief Secretary's Depart­
ment, and the building will, therefore, 
9omply with the requirements of the 
Theatres and Public Halls Act. As the 
building will be erected by private con­
tract, and as the work is not relief work 
nor is the amount borrowed relief 
money, award conditions will have to be 
observed by the contractor. The 
trustees of Public Reserves Enabling 
~ct, 192·!, provides that the trustees of 
a public reserve may, with the consent 
of the Minister for Lands, and subject 
to fulfilment of the provisions of the 
Act, mortgage the trust land upon speci­
fied terms and conditioL.s. Trustees 
cannot, however, avail themselves of the 
provisions of the Act until both Houses 
of Parliament have by resolution de­
clared it to apply to the trust property. 
I ask hon. members to agree to the 
motion. - ·· · 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (NEW 
SOUTH WALES) PHOPER'fY 
'IHUST DILL. . 

J\fotions of urgency and for suspension 
of standing and sessional orders agreed 
to. 

IN COMMITTEE. 
· (Mr. BATE in the chair.) 

(Con'sideration resumed from 28th 
May, vide page 4143.) 

Clause 2 (Repeal of 1904 Act). 
:Mr. LANG (Auburn) [12.57 a.m.]: 

Will the hon. member in charge of the 
bill explain the reason for the repeal 
of the 1904 Act? 

Mr. PRIMROSE: The preamble covers 
the whole matter! 

Clause agreed to. 
Clause 12 (Power to make regulations). 

llfr~ LANG (Auburn) [12.58 a.m.] 
Will the hon. member explain this 
clause which relates to the power to 
make regulations? 

Mr. PRIMROSE (North Sydney) 
[12.59 a.m.] : This clause gives the 
General Assembly the power to govern 
and control the Burnside Home, the 
Alexander McCormick Hospital, and 
other property vested in the trustee,;, 
and also to make regulations for the 
conduct of the trustees generally. 

Mr. LANG: Why do they want to 
make regulations? 

Mr. PRIMROSE: Regulations and 
by-laws amount to the same thing. 

Clause agreed to. 
Clause 15 amended verbally and agreed 

to. 
Clause 16. The trustees shall out of the 

net rents and profits received by them from 
any glebe and other lands belonging to 
any congregation after payment thP.r~out 
of all rates taxes and impositions insur­
ance premiums and cost of repairs thereto 
and improvement and maintenance there·Jf 
and interest on any loans made on the 
security of such lands in the first place pay 
to the minister for the time being of the 
said congregation dming each year a sum 
of one nunclred and fifty pounds (exclusive 
oi stipend from other sources) and in th;; 
next place shall apply such part of the 
remainder of th~ said rents and profits 
towards the building improving enlarging 
or maintaining of the church or minister"s 
clwelling-house belonging to such congre­
gation as may be requin~d for such pur­
poses and shall apply the balance if any 
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to such 'social religious education charit.· 
.able or ·other purpose connected with the 
Presbyterian Church in New South ·wales 
:ns they may determme. The minister' in 
the event of his having received in any one 
<>.r more years less than the said sum of Olle 
hundred and fifty pounds per annum shall 
itave a cl:,tiJ:!l in respect of such deficiency 
.<~gainst the net rents and profits received 
c.>T accruing in any subsequent year or years 
:Out subject nevertheless after he has 
~eased to be the minister of such congrega· 
ti<>n to the right of the settled Minister for 
the time being of such congregation to re· 
-ccive out of the said net rents and profits :>. 
sum of one hundred and fifty pounds per 
annum in respect of each year of his tim· 
ure of the pastorate in priority to such 
claim and provided further that the amount 
of RU~h deficiency to be so paid to each 

1!nch Minister who has ceased as afore .. 
l:aicl to bP. minister of such congregation 
flhall not exceed a sum of five hundred 
tJounds. . . ·-. . . . 

'Mr. , PRIMROSE (North Sydney) 
{1.3 a.m.]: There are three amendments 
which I propose to move in this clause. 
J move: 

That after the words "and shall apply 
the balance if any" there be inserted the 
word "firstly." 
It is proposed that where the money 
ts supplied for a particular parish that 
it shall be available firstly for the object 
of that parish particularly, and then in 
the second place as stated in the clause. 
The amendment is being made at the 
request of the hon. member for New­
castle on the representations of the Rev. 
Mr. McVittie of the Church at New­
<!.'lstle. 

Mr. BADDELEY: In cases where there is 
more than one they have to be applied 
proportionately? 

Mr. PRIMROSE: It is stated in the 
clause "in the first place pay to the 
Minister for the time being of the said 
congregation during each year the sum 
()f £150 (exclusive of stipend from other 
S011l'CeS)." 

Mr. W. 
£150 over 
stipend? 

DAnEs: Provide him with 
and above the or<ftnary 

Mr. PRIMROSE: The clause 
tinues: 

con-

and in the next place shall apply such 
part of the remainder of the 'sail! rents and 
)_}l'ofits tow~rds the building improving en· 
larging or maintaining of the church or 

Minister's dw.elling-house belonging to 
such congregation as may be required for 
such purposes and shall apply the balance 
if any to such social religious education 
charitable or other purposes. . . . . • 
The surplus will be applied first for pur­
poses connected with the parish, and it " 
anything remains it will be applied for 
the general purposes of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

Amendment agreed to. 
J'lfajor REID (Young), [1.G a.m.]: In 

connection with the disposition of fund::; 
derived from glebe lands, the hon. mem­
ber for North Sydney said that the fir at 
£150 would go to the Minister in charge. 
The minister might receive his £150 dur­
ing his occupancy of the charge, but he. 
can claim up to £500 at any time after 
he has left the parish should there be u 
surplus in the fund. I am doubtful if 
that is the correct procedure. A minis­
ter might take over a charge when the 
entire revenue from glebe lands was 
£100. He would know the amount 
that was being derived, and during his 
occupancy of the charge he might make 
no attempt to get the parishioners to 
improve the property to increase its re­
venue-producing capacity. He might 
give up the charge and the minister who 
takes over might increase the revenue· 
producing capacity of the glebe landa, 
with the result that the man who had 
left the parish six or eight years pre­
viously, and who had done nothing to 
increase the revenue, could claim on the 
surplus in the fund created through the 
efforts of his successor. I feel that if a 
minister takes over a charge and the 
revenue from the glebe lands amount to 
n certain sum he r:.hould know that that 
is precisely what he is going to receive. 

J'IIr. PRIMROSE (North Sydney), 
[1.8 a.m.] : This bill has been before 
the Presbyterian Assembly on two 
occasions and has recevied its approval 
I do not think there are many 
parishes in which there are glebe 
lands. £150 is the maximum amount , 
which can be claimed, and if it is not 
paid, and there is a surplus in the fund, 
he may claim to the extent of £500. I 
am informed that it is very unlikel.v 
that that.amount would be accumulated­
As the hon. ~ember for Young said, if 
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the incoming clergyman works up the 
parish, and the rents increase, he will be 
sure of getting his £150 during his occu­
pancy -of the charge. If he does, he has 
nothing to worry about. If he gets his 
£150 that is all that concerns him. 
Those who have accumulations will par­
ticipate. I move: 

That the worcl "eclucation" be struck out 
anrl there be inserted in lieu thereof the 
w<n'd . "educational." 

·Amendment agreed to. 
Amendment (by l\{r. Primrose) agreed 

to: · 
That after the words "charitable or other 

pi.n·poRe" there be inserted the words ·;with­
in the parish ancl then to purposes other­
wise." 

Clause as amended agreed to .. 
. Clause 20 ('l'n1stees powers to sell, etc.). 

. Mr. BADDELEY. (Cessnock) [1.14: 
a.m.]: I do not know whether it is right 
that the trustees should have power to 
sell, as proposed in the clause. 

l\Ir. PLU?IIROSE: The same power is iu 
the .Act! 

. Mr. BADDELEY: I am not satisfied 
with the provision in the clause. 

. Mr. PRD$OSE: Everything is subject 
to the approval of the general assembly! 

Mr. BADDELEY: That is not stated 
in the clause. 

l\fr. PRIMROSE: The approval of the 
General Assembly must be obtained! 

Clause agreed to. 
Clause 26 (Saving of Act passed in 1870, 

:Maitland Chmch Lands). 

Mr. BADDELEY (Cessnock) [1.16-
n.m.J: Reference was made at an earlier . 
stage to ~he Maitland Church lands, and 
I. thought there was to be a separate bill. 

l'l:r. PRniROSE: The clause does not 
affect that at all. Matters are working 
quite s!l'tisfactorily, and the Church 
authorities do not want it. 

Clau.se ·agreed to. 

Bill reported with amendments; report 
adopted. 

[Mr. Actiilg-_Spealcer ·zett the chair ar 
1.19 a.'ll!. (Wednesday).] 

!Legtsla tibt <rr:ouncU. 
lVed1~esday, 21,. June, 1936'. 

Housing of the Unemployed (Amendment) Biii-Locall. · 
(.orC'rnment · ·(Ante-lu1mrnt) lliJl prinistC'rial 
Statement)-F-irst Remliugs-T.he Presbyterian• 
Church (~cw South Wales) Property •rrust BiiF 
-Water (Amendment) Bill-Firearms Bill!. 
('Ocon<l rcmling)-Trade Union (Amendment). 
Rill (•econ<l rearliu~r)-Prince Henry Hospitar. 
Bill (second· rea<ling). 

The PRESIDENT took the chair. 

The opening Prayer was read. 

HOUSING OP THE UNEMPLOYED· 
(AHENDMENT) B1LL. 

Royal assent to this bill reported. 

LOCAL GOVER~l\IENT (AMENDMENT) 
BILL . 

lli~ISTEr!IAL STATE~fEXT., 

The Ron. H. :M. HAWKINS (Minis­
ter for Social Services) [ 4.31]: Under 
the notice of motion that I have given: 
relating to the Local Government 
(Amendment) Bill, I shall be asking the­
House to-morrow to agree to this meas­
ure being restored to the business paper­
It is not the intention of the Govern­
merit to proceed further with this mea­
sure<. during the present session. 

FIRST READINGS. 

The following bills were received fro!Il!' 
the Legislative Assembly and read a­
first time:-

Aborigines Protection (Amendment) BilT_; 
Roman Catholic Church Trust Property-

Bill. . . 
· Murrumbidgee Turf Club (Divesting)'· 

nm. 
::~wcastle Agricultural, Horticultural and: 

Industrial Association (Amendment) Bill. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (NEW 
SOUTH WALES) PROPERTY TRUST' 
BILL. . 

Bill returned from the Legislative 
Assembly with amendments. 

IN COMl\IITTEE. 

(Consideration of Legislative As,. 
sembly's Message:) 




