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hound to bring this matter up whenever 
possible before the Estimates are dealt 
with.so that a reasonable sum may be 
provided. There has been a great loss 
on the Newcastle tramways, and there 
has been great expenditure in preparing 
for the electrification of the system. I 

' recently went tl1rou.gh the figures to as­
certain the cost of the alterations that 
have been made in anticipation of the 
electrification, and I found that £880,000 
had been spent. The sheds have been 
built for over two years. There is an elec­
tric power-house on which pei·haps 
£200,000 has been spent. Despite that 
the completion has been hung up. I 
trust the Minister will take cognisance 
of what has been said and see that a 
substantial sum of money is ;provided 
for the work. 

With regard to education generally, 
we know that it is the intention of the' 
Minister to do away with free education 
in certain cases. Whatever is done in 
that direction, it must be the duty of 
the Government to see that technical 

, education and domestic science is pro­
perly taught in a ,great industrial centre 
like Ne~castle which is destined to be­
come the Birmingham of Australia. 
Travellers who reach Newcastle go out 
to view the great industrial undertakings 
there, and all acknowledge there is a 
bright future for the Newcastle district. 
Provision should be made for technical 
education to be properly imparted, not 
Qitly in Newcastle itself, but in some of 
the outlying suburbs such as Cessnock 
·and Kurri Kurri. Those are growing 

, places where the population is enorm­
Qusly increasing. I trust that the Minis­
ters will give serious consideration to 
those t'hree matters, namely, technical 
education, electrification of the tram­
ways, and the extension of the sewerage 
system. If 1.£inisters give those matters 
speedy attention they will not only .be 
serving a local cause, but will be doing 
their duty to the State as a whole. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolution reported and agreed to. 
.Bill founded on resolution of Com-

mittee of Ways and Means presented and 
passed through all its stages. 

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m. 

W ednes.day, 4 October, 1922. 

Printed Question and Answer-Assent to Bills-Picture 
Show in Parliament-Petition-rl'lw ,la.te Sir Oharles 
Wade-Gun License (Amendment) Bill-Supply Bill 
-Public Accounts Committee Electioa Enabling Bill 
-Encroachment of Buildings Bill. 

The PRESIDEXT took the chair. 

PR.INTED QUESTION AND 
ANSWER. 

BEE INDUSTRY. 

The Hon. J. M. CREED asked 
the VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE EXECUTIVE 

CouNcrr,,-In reference to question No. 
2, of which notice was given to be asked 
in this House on 2nd May, but which was 
not answered by the representative of the 
Government, will he please reply to it as 
now put,-In view of the importance to 
the wellbeing · of numerous smaller 
settlers of the production of honey and 
beeswax, will he nlease inform the House 
--:-(1) How man}; inspectors dealing witl~ 
diseases or other matters affecting this 
industry were employed on 1st J anumy, 
1920; on 1st January, 1921; on 1st 
September, 1922, respectively 1 (2) 
Whether and what, _if any, steps are now 
being taken to prevent or, if existent, to 
eradicate malignant diseases fatal to 
bees 1 (3) Do not several vacancies exist 
in the positions of inspectors, whose duty 
it_ v.-as to deal with .such diseases 1 ( 4) 
What was the reason for their retire­
ment, and the omission to appoint others 
in their place 1 

.Answer,-(l) 'l'he normal strength of 
the staff is five, two of whom are full-time 
officers stationed on Govemment apiaries, 
and the remaining three are appointed 
for the honey season (October to March) 
to travel the western, southern, and 
northern districts to ensure that apiaries 
are maintained as required under the 
Apiaries Acts. On 1st Janur!.ry, 1920, 
four inspectors were employed, and the 
fifth took up duty four days later. On 
1st January, 1921, there wa:; one vacancy 
which was left unfilled for the rerna.inder 
of the season, mainly owing to the 
absence of a suitable applicant for 
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employment. On 1st· ultimo, the three 
itinerant positions were vacant. (2) 
'rhe department is devot.in~ cqnsiuP.rable 
attention to bee diseases, apart from 
inspection of apiaries, including special 
research w01·k in laboratory and field, and 
is urging the Federal Government to 
restrict importations of bees and bee 
materials likely to convey disease. (3) T!-:e 
three vacancie;, for itinerant inspectors 
are now being filled, applications having 
been invited some time ago. ( i) See 
replies to questions 1 and 3. 

ASSENT· TO BILLS. 

Royal assent to the f,JlJowing bills 
reported':-

Coal-mines Hegulaiion (Amendment) Bill. 
'\Yrightville Municipality ALolition Bill. 

PICTURE SHOW l:N PARLI.A:ME~T. 
The Hon. JAMES WILSON: I would 

like to ask the leader of the House by 
whose authority has Parliament House 
been turnerl·into a picture show? Is it 
correct--

The Hon. Sir J OSF.PTI CARRUTHJ~HS: Is 
this a question or a statement? 

The Hon. JAMES WILSON : A ques­
tion up to now, a st:.ttemPnt afterwards. 
There is no reason for hon. members to 
smile ; I think the matter is Rerious. I 
understand that the President of this 
Chamber has been invited to-night as an 
artist--

The PRESIDENT: Order ! Is the bon. 
member n,sking :1 question? 

The Hon. Sir JOSEPH CAmm·riiERS : I 
cannot understa,nd his question! 

The Hon. JAMES WILSON: I will 
put it clearly. I want to ask who is 
responsible for the invitation that has 
been issued to m,m,ber~ of this House to 
attend a pict•1re show in this building 
to-night? 

The Hon Sir .JOSEPH CARRUTHERS: 
Sit down and I will answer! 

The Ron. JAMES \VILSON: No, 
thank you. I hnve anothet· question to 
ask. 

The Ron. Sir JoSEPH CARRUTHERS: I 
will answer one at a time ! 

'!.'he Hon. JAMES WILSON: I desire 
to ask the leader of the House if it is 

true tha,t, in connection with the pro­
posed exhibition of pictures to-night, he 
intends to introduce women with fig 
leaves on. 

The PtmSIDENT : Order ! 
The Hon. Sir JOSEPH CARRUTHERS: 

I think the hon. member will get a decent 1 
entertainment if be accepts the invitation 
which has been issued on the nuthority 
of the President and mys,~lf. 

PETI'I'ION. 

The Hon. B. B. O'CoKOR presented a 
petition £rom the council of Newington 
College, Stanmore, praying for leave t<> 
bring in a bill to incorporate the council 
of Newington College, and to vest certain 
lands and other property in such council, 
and to confer certain powers thereon; 
a.nd for other incidental purposes. 

Petition received. 

THE LATE SIR CHARLES WADE. 
The Hon. Sir JOSEPH CARRUTHERS 

moved: 
Th!>t the hon. the President be requested to 

communicate to Lady Wacle the profound 
sympathy and sorrow of the Legislative Council 
of New Sonth Wales at the decease of her dis­
tinguished husband, Rir Charles Gregory Wade, 
ICC., K.C.M.G .. Justice of the Supreme Court 
of New South \Vales, and a former Premier of 
this Sta.tc. 

He said: I am sure every hon. member 
was deeply grieved when he heard of the 
death of one of our most distinguished 
citizens, Sir Charles Wad e. To me 
especiaJly it was a matter of great grief, h~ 
having been a colleague of mine for vet·y 
many year~. Shortly after he entered 
Parliament as the member for 'Willoughby 
I invited Mr. \V,~de to become Attorney­
General in the Government which I was 
commissioned to form in 1904, and for 
threP. years he was <L loyal, valued, and 
trusted co1league. And as Attorney­
General of this country I think it can 
well be said of him that we have had no 
man occupying that office superior to him. 
On my recommendation, when I was com­
pelled to retire through ill health, Sir 
Charles \Vade, then Mr. Wade, was sent 
for by the late Sir Harry Rawson, then 
Gov~rnor, and commissioned to form ru 
Government in continuation of the Liberal 
administration of the time. He did ex­
cellently well a~ Premier of this State. 
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v'Vhen he retired from office he was suc­
ceeded by the Labour Government of Mr. 
McGowen and afterwards by that of Mr. 
Holman. It will be admitted that he 
was a generous opponent, and that during 
the war he set a. splendid example by co­
operating with the Government to which 
he w&s opposed in other things, in the 
task of carrying on all that was necessary 
in order that this State, in common with 
other portions of the :Empire, might play 
its pat·t in that great conflict. He treated 
Mr. Holtuan with the utmost chivalry. 
I ... ater on when the Government called the 
Nationalist Government was formed, Mr. 
vVade was invited to join it. He con­
sulted me with regard to accepting office 
with that Government, and we both con­
curred in the view on which he acted­
that is to say he preferred at that time 
not to join a Government which might be 
in the nature of a coalition. Afterwards 
he took the office of Agent-General for 
New South \Vales, and from nll accounts 
rendered just as eminent servicE' in that 
position as he did in the offices which he 
held in the Government of this State. 
At any rate visitors who went to the Old 
Country all agreed in speaking highly of 
the way in which Sir Charles Wade filled 
that office and performed his duties. He 
was in every respect a good Agent­
General. During the time he was there 
I was in correspondence with him, and I 
know that relatives of n~ine, and others 
who were in England on war service could 
never speak too highly of the aid rendered 
to them by the then Agent-General when­
ever they visited the Old Country on fur­
lough. In 1908 when he was Premier 
there came within his reach the highest 
otlice of the great profession to which be 
belonged, that of Chief Justice, and I 
know, becnuse at the time he consulted 
me, that the whole and sole reasOJil why 
he did not take that office, to which he 
was entitled, was that he would not leave 
the party which had trusted him and put 
him in the leadership. Not even when 
there was an opening for him to justi­
fiably retire and to set'l'e the State,jn an 
office of e>en greater distinction, would 
he take advantage of it. I feel sure every 
member of the House will be glad to hnve 
the opportunity of joining in this last 
token of respect to a man who has rendered 
such eminent service to the country. 

7 c 

The Ron. F. H. BRYANT : I endorse 
all that h<ts been so ably said by the 
leader of this Chamber in regard to the 
demise of one who has earned the respect 
of the community of the State which l1e 
so well served. During my occupancy of 
the Presidential chair of the Sydney 
Labour Council I was broul.(ht almost. 
daily into touch with the late Sir Charle,;; 
\Vade, who was Premier in those ~tirring 
times of industrial activity, anxiety, and 
unrest. I allude to the period at which 
the Industrial Disputes Act came into 
operation. 'l'hat its effect upon the 
industt·ial world of that day was electrical 
is well known to most hon. members 
present, but despite the fttct that our 
political opinions were as divergent as the 
two poles, the Pt·emier's door was ever 
open to me and my executive for all our 
interviews. Whenever we sought his 
presence we were not kept standing three 
minutes outside the door. Though om· 
views did not coincide I always left his 
presence with the idea firmly established 
in mv mind that confronted as he was. 
with 'it very ditiicult situation he honestly 
endeavoured to do the right thing, 
according to his view, in the country's 
interests. I am nlways prepared to meet' 
any gentlema,n on such terms as those. 
We cannot always a.gree cvt:n in politics. 
After watching his rise from that date 
until he was called to a higher position, I 
agree with the leader of the House that 
the late Sir Charles Wnrle well earned 
the respect of the community. I have 
much ~ympatby with Lady ·wade andhet· 
fa,mily now that Sir Chftrles has entered 
into the shades of that houme from which 
no traveller returns. I have the extreme 
satiGfaction of knowing that what I have 
said is re-echoed by most of those who 
fought with me in the industrial world 
at the time to whieh I have alluded. 

Tho Hon. W. BlWOKS: I should 
like to say a word or two on this occasion, 
as I had opportunities as great as most 
men, of being bronght into contact with 
the late Sir UhariPs Wade for a great 
number of years. I had tbe opportunity 
of meeting him even before he <~ntered 
publi<.: life, and 1 knew him well during 
the whole period of his public life. Sum­
ming up his public lift:J, loolting at his 
entrance into it and his attu,ining the 
prominence which he did, I <.:an only say 
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that his public career was meteoric. That 
was due to his very considerable ability. 
His retirement from the public life of this 
State was the result of an act of self­
abnegation and self-sacrifice which has 
rarely been equalled in the publie life of 
this country. 'rhe leader of the House 
has referred to the part the late Sir 
Cha,rles Wade played in the formation of 
the present National party. I should 
like to say that but for Sir Charles Wade 
and his sense -of duty and spirit of self­
sacrifice there would not have been any 
National party. At thattime SirCharl-:Js 
took up an attitude which, as I have 
already said, has been unequalled in the 
annah of the public life of this country. 
The late Sir Charles Wade w;ts as a man 
often misunderstood. He was looked upon 
by many as a cold man. As a matter of 
fact, he was one of the most warm­
hearted, generous-hea.rted, and genial men 
it has been the privilege of many of us to 
mer:t. 1 had the privilege of knowing 
him in his family and private life, and I 
say unhesitatingly that both in his public 
and his private life he was one of the 
great<>st citizens this State has known. 
I pay trihute to his memory. 

The Ron. A. E. HUN'l': I feel I can­
not allow the opportunity to pase without 
saying a word in memory of the late Sir 
Charles Wade. What first operated to 
give him a high place in the estimation of 
the people of this country was his conduct 
as Crown Prosecutor in his early life. 
That position afforded him peculiar 
opportunities of studying human life in 
its varying phases. Sir Charles was a 
xran who could feel for tl10•e whom it was 
his duty to prosecute. He showed himself 
to be ~o just and e~tablished such a high 
sta,ndard of conduct as C1·own Prosecutor 
that even those who came under his 
condenmation felt he was giving them a 
fair den.l. That element in his char~der 
was n1anifest thr.mghout. his life ; his 
gre'tt eff,Jrt wa~ to act ~airly towards the 
pub-ic whom he s8rvcd. He was one of 
the moct 110norable men we hn.vc had in 
the public life of New South \Vales. I 
have never met a man more honorable 
in all his dealit~gs. When he appeared 
bef .. rp t.he Farmers and Settlers' Con­
ferem:e that immense gathering of men 
frow 11 !l over the country extended to 
him t . ir respect becl!.usc they felt they 
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were listening to an honorable and 
upright man in whom they could have 
faith. They had thorough confidence 
when they submitted their difficulties to 
him for adjustment. His would be a 
great loss to any country; it will be 
severely felt here. No public man ·who 
hM been removed from our mid<;t could 
be more regretted. 

Han. members rising in their places, 
Question resol ,·ed in the affirmative. 

GUN LICENSE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Bill presfmted and (on motion by the 
Ron. W. 'l'. Dick) read a first time. 

SUPPLY BILL. 

Bill received from Legislative Assembly 
and (on motion by the Ron Sir Joseph 
Carruthers) read a first time. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

Motion (by the Hon. Sir JOSEPH 
CARRUTHERS) agreed to : 

That so much of the standing orders be sus­
pended as would preclude the passing of a bill, 
mtitnled,," A bill to apply certain sums ·out of 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund towards the 
services of the year 1922-23, and out of the 
Public Works Fund, and out of the General 
Loan Account, for services to be hereafter pro­
vided for by loan;" through all its stagea during 
the present sitting of the Council. 

SECO"ND READIN(•. 

The Hon. Sir JOSEPH CARRUTHERS 
moved: 

That the bill be now road a second time. 

He said: As hon. members are aware, 
supply has been granted, under the pro­
'·isions of the Audit Act, up to the 30th 
September of this year. We are now in 
the mnnth of October, and some of·the 
commitments of the Government which 
will have to be met this week require that 
supply should be granted to meet them. 
The bill submitted proposes to appropriate 
the sum of £2,2lf5,t:i00 out of the Con­
solidatetl Revenue l<"'und for the purpose 
of mePting the estimated expenditure 
during the month of October in S<tlaries, 
wage<;, supplies, services, and recurring 
churges. The amonnt is based on a sum 
equivalent to one-twelfth of the expendi­
ture for the year, as per the Estimates 
laid upon the table of the Lower House. 
This sum is made up as follows:-The total 
amount of expenditure estimated for the 
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year 1922-23, as per page 2 of the Esti­
mates laid upon the table of the Legishti nl 
Assembly, is £35,101,219. ·'I'he vote for 
advance to Treasurer is £l50,000,making 
•the total £35,251,219, and against; that 
we have to deduct ~tmounts appropriated 
under the special Acts of Parliament, 
1)rO\'i~ion ,for which has no need to be 
made in the Supply Bill. 'I'hese amount 
·to £8,6 24,4 7 3, so that the· balance required 
for the departments of the public senicc 
forthe.twelvc months will be £26,(i'26,746. 
.One month's supply, equivalent to one­
twelfth of the balance required for the 
departments, is £2,~18,89[). Out of the 
Public ·works Fund it has been proposed 
·to appropriate £26,800 for works and 
services of a non-productive nature, aa 
detail'"d in r,checlule A of the bill. On 
rr;ference to the schedule it will be 
seen .that this is principally rPquired for 
-schools and educational buildings. 'I'he 
·sum of £400,500 is proposed to be appro­
priated out of tl·Je General Loan Account, 
·tn meet pnblic works and services, as 
in ~chedule B of the bill. This sum is 
in addition to the credit balance brought 
.forward from 30th s ... ptember on duly 
authorised loan votes, and is considered 
to be sufficient to meet the estinmted loan 
expenditure durin~ Oetolwr. A. numbered 
copy of the Supply Bill is a\·ailable, wit.h 
explanations of the individual items men­
tioned in Rehedules A and B. 

The Hon. Dr. NASH : On looking 
through the items in the Supply Bill for 
the amount of £2,218,800 I n<;te that ii1 
schedule A, under the heading·" Mis­
cellaneous," there is an amount provided 
for technical education. During the 
last month I have had somethin1~ to say, 
here and in other plac<'s, 11hout the build­
ing of a school at N ewcn~tle. Yesterday 
·I spoke to a gentleman whom I asked 
whether anything was being done to pre­
vent tbc erection of that school in the 
swamp at Newc~stlc. He bad been in.­
terested in some way in the matter, and he 
said," It. will be erected wir.hin a month." 
I said, "It is rather unlike-n Government 

,df'partment to exhibit such expediti~n. 
1'hcre is an organisation in this State 
called the Public Health Board, and that 
boa.rd is entitled to respect." Even Minis­
ters of the Crown and State departments 
should treat it with respect. That board 
includes one member who has had forty 

years' practice and experience in matters 
relating to the health of children, ana 
there are other member~ of the boarli 
with very long experience. ~'he president 
of the board is a t.rained man, with high · 
qualific:ttions, and in addit.ion there a.re 
two othBr members who have presided 
over the Board of Health, and have been 
the medical advisers of thig and preceding 
Governments for the la't thirty-five years; 
Yet their whole opioion is flouted with­
out a word being said by the Department 
of Public Instruction. A laynw.n, outside 
the department, and without any expert 
lwowledgP, said to me, "The building will 
be up in about a month, if work goes on 
at the present rate." And that, in face o£ 
tbe protest that has been made. Since I 
spoke on this subject in the House the 
o~.her night when l brought it under the 
notice of the leader of the GO\'ernment 
here, I hive hnd an opportunity of pcr~s­
ing some offieial corresponde11ce· in thtl 
ma.tter. Strangely enough, in that cor­
respondence thete is evidence bearing on 
a point which I then madef and thllt is 
the relationship of the H.ailway Com­
r.uissionerR to tho site upon which this 
technical school is being erected. .After 
perusing the correspondence I wrote the 
followir1g Jetter to the hon. the Minister 
of Public ln~truetion :-

Tl1e Hon. t.he iV1 inister fo!' Public Instruction, 
l'nblic Instruction Office, 

SGth Heptcmbcr, 1022. 

Dear ~lr. Rruntnc!I,-The lion. Sir Joseph 
Carruth~•·r; allowed rne t.o read to-dny the irifor'­
mati'm placed at hi~ disposal by you in rc::tard 
to the seltool at Broadmeadow,11ear Ncwc~stle. 

Yonr department does not appear to h:we a.t 
any time con,ulterl its medicnl advisers in 
r<··gnrrl V> the snitab[Jit.y of the ar"a. for ~L ocrool. 
Had this been dono I fancy that no skillea 
medical office:· woulil!Hwe approved of the site. 

The Railway Commissioners wntit the site, 
and for t.hem it appears to me to he an ideal 
pos[tion fnr mnr-halling .yardq and other pur­
poses for the Newcastle district, and as the 
city grows thPy mn~t reqnire t.he whole area. 
'.f!Je people they CUlfJIOy will he aonJts, <1llU 
tlwy do not want Rn much "arc as tln the 
growing boys who will he at· the sch·col. In my 
opinion it will he well fot' the he:!.lth of tP~e 
corning genc:t·ntiotJS of tcdlJiicnl scholars in 
Newct~stle tl·~t tho railwavs ,,!10uld ha-·e the 
l>tn<l. As against ample- growth :mel good 
hen.lth fnr the children money shoul<l not be 
allowed to count. VVe want the mentally ani} 
ph,Ric:tlly best of men and women, and if the 
Public In8truction Department does. not see t.o 
this, aho1·e all else, it may be said that they .. 
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are not doing all that is their duty for those 
under their charge. The initial error now w1ll 
prejudice at least two generations of children. 

There are several dry elevated areas equally, 
if not more central for the Newcastle district 
than the B;oadmeadow site. 

If you cau spare the time I shouhllike a talk 
with you upon the ~uhjec~. . 

Surely some constderatwn shoulrl be g1v~n. to 
the experts of the 'Board of. l:iealth. Rmsmg 
the floor above flood level will be hut playmg 
with the trouble.-! am, yonr> faithfully, 
JOHN B. NASH. 

Since T came into the HouHe this after­
noon I have received f1 letter from the 
Minister of Public Instruclion in which 
he states: 
The Hon.J.l). Nash, M.D .. M.L.C., 

Legislative Council, Parliament Honse. 
Sydney, 4th October, 19:!2. 

, ' Dear Dr. Nash,-1 ha,-e your further letter 
regarding the ,Junior Technical School, which 
is now bein()' erected at Broadmearlow. I note 
what you "say regarding the desimhility of 
securing a medical opinion, and am giving this 
matter further consideration. 

I shall communicate with you later.-Yours 
faithfully, ALnERT BlWNTNELr~. 

I had the pleasure to-day of spe~tking 
to one of tho leading aldermen of the 

.:city of Newcastle, ·who said that the 
.council were entil'ely opposed to the ere<.:­
tion of the technical school on the 
chosen site, and he knows the place well. 
Mentioning four or five centres in the 
Newcastle district, including Lambt.on, 
Waratah, and New Lambton, he said, 
" Why, there are heaps of good site;; 
around about those places for suuh n 
.school." I too say there are, as I sa.id 
in the House the o~her night. Yet the 
Hon. the Minister of Public Instruction 
says he is going to get ~ome further 
·medical opinion in the matter. He lm~ 
had the opinion o:i' the members of the 
Board of Health. You cannot get a 
better medical opinion than that of the 
.Board of Health. The :Minister of Publi<.: 
Instruction has one or two medical experts 
on his own staff, but they do not know 
the country like the medical men who are 
.members of the Board of Health. Some­
thing more in this matter should be donn 
than has been done up to the present 
time. The Railway CommissimJCrs hnse 
written to the Department of Public 
Instruction stating that they want this 

lland for railway purposes. If we can 
transfer the seat of government for 
·~ndustrial affairs from Goulburn-street to 
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Macquarie-street in the years to come 
and if Newcastle can be pushed on, as 
it should be, and becomes the Manchester 
of Austmlia, then every bit of that 
land in the vicinity of this school 
wil[ be wanted by the' l'tailway Commis­
sioners within not very many years, too. 
The PuiJic Instruction Department, in 
replying to the lettt>r of the Rail way 
CommisRioners, said, "You find us another 
site. We have already ~pent so much 
money on the place. Then we might con­
sider it." But it is not the business of 
the Eailway Commissioners to do that 
for the depaetment. Their business is 
to conserve the land in the locality where 
they are to put their marshalling yards 
and workshops, and where they can have 
plenty of room. The site on whiGh the 
school stands is the sort of J•lttce they 
want. How can youngsters work in 
comfort alongside the Railway Commis­
sioners' marshalling yards and other acti­
vities of the H.ail way Department? I hope 
that on further consideration the Minister 
of Public In~truction will do something 
in the interests of the health of these 
children. I have no personal interest in 
the matter,or anything like that. l believe 
that the first consideration is that of the 
public. The Vice-President of the Execu­
tive Council wants this country peopled 
with the best clasHes of men and women. 
I agt'ee that the best immigrant we can 
have IS the healthy child, reared in the 
country-that iA, the child reared in the 
country who is mentally sound and physi­
cally fit. You cannot beat him. Next to 
him, o£ course, arc immigrants of our own 
breed from the Old Country. The hon. 
member, who represents the Government 
in this House, is doing much to settle 
people on the first-class lands of New 
South Wales, and, in conjunction with 
the Commonwealth Government and those 
of the other States, to phc:e immigrants 
on the land throughout Au~tralia. Ot 
the great worK which the hon. mfmber 
has done for this country nothing will 
stand more to his credit. 

I see m"ny items which ~tre old friends 
iti the bill befere the Ho.use. How long 
we have seen them in similar bills I am 
hardly prepared to say, although I do not 
think any of them go back further than 
the time I have been a member of tl:is 
House. It is wonderful how these .items 
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11tick in Supply Rills from year to year. 
Take any one for fourteen or fifteen years 
and you see the same thing. 

The Ron. E. J. KAVANAGH: 'L'hat is 
why your one speech doe~ for the lot! 

The Ron. Dr. NASH : No, that is not 
so, becausf' there are different circum­
stancfls each time. Mv hon. friend smarts 
a little at what I ha,:·e had to sa.y occa­
sionally in this House. The taxpayer 
from year to year has had to pay up in 
order that the Government of my bon. 
friend and other Governments might waste 
the funds of tl1e country. He is to blame 
and other Ministries of the past are to 
blame also for my reiterating tht'se facts. 
Look at the North Coast railway. Once 
again this Supply Rill shows an amount 
for the North Coast railway. ·whose 
fr.ult i» it 1 Tt is the fault of Govern­
ments which have not attended to their 
duty and completed these works during 
their regime ot office. In that way mil­
lions have been thrown away. As to the 
North Coast mil way, it is fifteen years 
siDce Parliament passPd tho bill authoris­
ing its construction, at the instigation of 
the hon. member Si1· Joseph Carruthers. 
He wn,s responsible for bringing in the 
bill, hut he did what wus right. He let 
the work to a contra.etor and said, ''You 
must finish it in such _a time." Since 
then a series of muddlers have had to 
deal with it. The coustruction of the line 
w;1s tra.nsferred to the PuLlic Works 
D•1partment and an attempt wa;; made to 
carry •mt the work by day labour. '!'hen 
it was transfen·ed 10 Norton Gri!liths. 
Then anotlwr crowd cn,n1e along and 
tran~f••rrcr:l it·, to the ltailwav Commis­
sioners. \Vlmt a pret 1 y m;dtlle they 
have made of it. And we all ha.ve to 
pa.v for it. H lhe .T\ orth Coast rail way 
had been constructed within a 1easonable 
pe!fiod it would bave been running during 
the w;tr time and since, an<l it would 
have been earning some money. 'l'bere it 
iil to-day still uncompleted, and it, is uot 
likely to be completed for a long time. 

Tho Hon. 1'. SToREY: ·what is the 
reason for it 1 

The Hon. Dr.~ ASH: LonJing em the 
pa.rt of flverybody, and the neglect of 
spendthrift MiniBters to cany out their 
business. The reason is quite evident. 
If hon. members look at the Estimate~ 
:!'or thi~ ye:tr they will find we are still 

p;tying money to Norton Griffiths. That 
is a fine state of af!airs. When the 
Estimates come up for consideration we 
shall have something to <.;ay about that. 
Only the other day I was talking to a 
gentleman from Gntfton about the scan~ 
dalous waste on the North Coast railway. 
He said, "It is not a circumstance to the 
waste on the Dorrigo railway." Every~ 
one knows of the damage done to that 
line by wa~;haways, because of the delay 
on the part of the constructing authorities, 
under the supervision of the Minister. 
After all the .M.ini~tet· is primarily respon­
sible. It is the business of the Minister 
for Railways and the Secretary for Publie 
\Vorks to see that this work is carried 
out. He is the person who represents 
the people and who is responsible to Par­
liament. He iR in that position supposed 
to protect their interests and to see that 
the work is properly carried on. There 
are a number of other old friends in the 
list-- Dubbo to W erris Creek, Molong to 
Dubho and Sydenham to Botany. 'L'hink 
what that line ·has <:ost; it should 
have been fini:;hed long ago. Canowindra 
to Eugowra, vVestmead to Castle Hill, 
Regent/~ Park to Cabramatta, and Tamna 
to Oberon. The mils are all rusting on 
some sections because no trains are 
running. The works should have been 
eompl(Jted and the lines made useful. 
1f these public works cannot be , used, 
and something cannot he got out of 
them, it is a dead loss to the country. 
Thou!:!h t.hey may not he able to pay 
interest Glill they should pay something, 
and in that way help th•" re~'enue of the 
country. But there they stand year 
afkr) c:::.r sim1.·l.r wasti,,g ttway, and they 
::.re· nothing but nn encumbrance on the 
Sbtt<c. Tlic (•itv ::md Euburban, Bar­
medman to Rauldn's Springs, and Gil­
more to Batlow ra.ilwa\'S-all these lines 
hase been under construction for years. 
Then there is our vn-y old friend, the 
Burrinjuck dam. I notice there is an 
item in the schedule "For the construc­
tion of Burrinjuck dam." When you, 
Mr. President, and I visitrd that dam 
ll1(tnv vt>ars ago, WP. wflre told that it wa::; 
to b~ ·compl~ted witbin a certain time. 
You can multiply the time and the cost 
tua.ny times, :Lud you will find that it has 
more than exeeedt·d the 10 per cent. 
allowance which is provided for in all 
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t~1csc l•ilh authorising the construction of 
public works. I do not know whether it 
it'tn1e, but lately the papers told us it 
was.tjuestitmable whether the dam would 
stand up. To look at it one would think 
i't woulrl stand for evet• anJ a day. 
· The Hon. A. SINCLAIR: I wish to 

make lJrief reft>rcmce to one item pro­
vided i'or, and that is the item dealing 
>vitlJ o<luc3.tion. Hon. lllembers are 
u\varc ti.at tl1e Ministry has determined 
to dep:trt from the system of free educa­
tion which has been iu operation in thi;; 
Stn,tu LJr tt coDsider:.thle number of years, 
and t.o charge £2 2s. a. quarter for the 
seco.:dary or High scbooh The Ministry, 
of cour·sc', knows ib own ln1siness best, 
out. thi~ is an important public question, 
It i~ <mly right :wd fair that on a matter 
of thi;,; kind the Govemment should deal 
fairly with the public. I submit tlw,t in 
thi~:> change a section of the public iR not 
being tecate,] fairly at n.ll. A VPry large 
immbor of p:cwents hn.vc theit· children 
attending our IE!!h sch<:?ols to-day becnuse 
that clu>;s of education is free. If it 
had not hecn free tlJC children would not 
hn\·e been ~ent to the sd,ools, for tbe 
s'imple t·ea~ou that the parents were 
unable to pay fcf,s. 

The H(m. G. F. EAnP : If they cannot 
afford it thry will not be asked to pay ! 

The lion. A. ;::;INCLAlJ1: I pay no 
attent1on to that. The pnrentt> nre not 
o£ that miserablr type who would adver­
tise their poverty to the Departcuent of 
Public Instruction or to any other de­
partmcnL They will simply \Yithdraw 
their chil<lren from the schooh;. The 
peoj,le "ho seud th<.\i1· cl1ildren to tho 
High schools arc doing this State (t ser­
vice, 1md tbev ought to be en<;.,urarfc<l 
inste:al of pe~,alised, as i~ propo.-;ed "'at 
present. The result of the Govf'rnmcnt's 
action \\-ill be tJmt towards the end of the 
year the education of ma,ny children will 
be broken up. Some h<tve been a year or 
two yean; in a four or five years' course. 
Those children will be withdrawn from 
the schooL, und their education broken 
up half \my. That is a mistake and a 
misfortune. Again, I am informe<l that 
n very large number of children in our 
primary schools who would have gone on 
to the High schools are not going to sit for 
~he ,qualifying examination which is to 
he held at the close of the yeat·, simply 
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because the parents are not able to pay 
for the course of instruction at the High 
school. The result will be that a Yery 
large number of children, who would 
otherwise have received a secondary and 
valuable education will not now receive it 
at all. Unfortunately the matter does 
not end there. It will mean that at the 
close of the year there will be a consider- · 
able influx of children upon the labour 
mad;et;. All those children who upon 
leaving the primary !lehools would, under 
ordinary circumstances, go into the High 
school~, will be forced into the labour 
market., and ii1 addition those children 
who will bl withdrawn from the second­
ary schools will also be forced to sBek 
f'mploymcnt. In the abstract there may 
he nothin!: wrong in that., but this n,nd 
previous Governments have criminally 
neglected to provicte any apprenticeship 
regulalion,or nny law whereby those child­
ren can be absorbed in legitimate avenues 
of trade. Those two things taken together 
form :1 tragedy in the history of our 
Sb.te. As I say, this and previous 
Governments have absolutely neglected to 
deal with the important question of 
apj,renticeship. There is a shortage of 
tradesmen in almost every branch of 
industry. Take the building trades. 
There is, and thete has been for a very 
long time, a shortage of tradesmen. You 
can scarcely get a bricklayer ttnywhere if 
you want one. There is no training, no 
encouragement to train, . and no legal 
regulation with' regard to training. 'l'hat 
is absolute neglect, and in conjunction 
with the throwing of these children into 
the la,bour market it is a . trao-edy. I· 
think it is wrong on the part of' this or 
any other Government to lessen the 
educational rf'sources of this State. I do 
not blame this Government more thmi 
previous Governments, but I do subrq.it 
that it is opportune at the present time 
to deal with a question of this importance. 
I do not know whether the Government 
intends to persi:'lt in charging the fees 
which press heavily upon so many 
estimable citizens, who have no £8 8s. a 
year b-eyond what it takes to keep them 
at the present time, but considering the 
Government has entered into a kind o£ 
contract with these people it is wrong to 
violate it. I want to impress upon the 
Government the absolute necessity for 



S1tpply Bill. [4 OcT., 1922.J ·Supply Bill. 2239 

del)Jing 'vith this question of apprentice­
ship. T do not know whether I am 
correct, but I understand that the Board 
of Trade has forwarded a scheme of 
!Lpprenticeship to the Government, though 
up to the present the Government has not 
dealt with it. · I have nothing" to say 
with regard to the scheme itself, because 
I am not conversant with it, but apart 
from that scheme the Government ought 
at once to deal with this very important 
matter, and make some provision for 
carrying on the industrial education of 
our children and provide for the stimula­
tion and increase of our industries. I 
hope the Government will take this 
question immediately into consideration. 
It is a pressing question. Nothing can be 
more trngic than to see the youth of this 
State running to seed as they are doing, 
now that there is no opportunity to be 
taught trades, and school education is to 
be shortened. This is a question which 
requires to be dealt with and dealt with 
at once. ~ 

Tho l-Ion. T. WAD DELL : I must con­
fess that I cannot altogether approve of all 
the hon.member Mr.Sinclair has said. We 
hear a tremendous lot about education in 
these days. What would happen if the 
Government did not do all it is doing 1 I 
can look back forty years, and I can 
remember that when I was a boy we had 
nothing like the opportunities the children 
of to-day have. Our parents had to pay 
for our schooling. There was not the 
same class of teachers. Teachers were 
not tr<1ined as they are to-day. But 
whilst we had not the opportunities 
which are the lot of children now, so far 
as my experience goes, the young men of 
that day turned out just as good citizens 
and they were just as abletofighttheirway 
through life as the youngmenofto-d<tywho 
are treated like hothouse plants and have 
so much of the State money spent on them. 
I entirely agree with the action of the 
Government. You might just a~; well 
ask the Government to bear the expense 
of educating boys to be doctors or lawyers 
as to ask it to give them this higher class 
of education. We do, as a matter of 
fact, through our assistance of the uni­
versity, bear a good deal of the expense 
of training youths for the professions, 
but' we do not bear it all. The State 
has gone too far in spending money on 

education. T say without hesitation that 
the Government should never haV'e 
made education free. The hon, member 
now representing the Government was 
responsibl,e for that. Some small charge 
should always have been made. Many 
people say that the country would be 
ruined if we had no free education; that 
boys and girls would grow up ignorant, 
because poor people could not educate 
their children. In the days when it was 
harder to get money and harder to make 
a living parents were able to pay the 
small sum which was asked from them. 
There are to-day a large number of 
people in this State who pay for the 
education of their children. Not only 
denominational schools but many private 
schools take over from the State the 
burden of educating a large number of 
children. I suppose, without knowing 
the exact figures, that one-third of the 
children arc educated at the expense of 
the parents. Yet notwithstanding that, 
the cost of administering the Department 
of Public Instruction h:1s been increasing 
by leaps and bonnds. Only a few years 
ago the sum of £.1,200,000 would pay for 
the education of all children ; it is now 
costing the State between £.2,000,000 
and £.3,000,000. 

Many persons are complaining because 
the Government is going to make a 
charge on the parents of children who 
want higher education. I have never 
been able to believe that education has 
the wonderful effect on the community 
that some people belieYe it has. Looking 
at the question from its moral aspect I 
believe there is more crime in this 
country to-day than there was twenty­
five or thirty years ago. For very many 
yen,rs, until within the last few years 
crime was diminishing to such an extent 
that the Parramatta gaol, the gaol at 
Port Macquarie, and some other insti­
tutionR of the kind were clo~ea. Those 
-who prate about education being needed 
for the children and who claim that it 
will do so much for them will have to 
change their view now because of the 
increase of crime. 

The l-Ion. A. SINCLAIR : Do you say 
that is caused by education? 

The l-Ion. T. WADDELL: No, but 
parents are more and mor~ apt to lean on 
the Government· of the country. The 
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silly idea of making life in our prisons so 
easy for the prisoners has brought about 
such a condition of things that many pre­
fur to Lo in gaol than to be out of it. 
'l'he First Offenders Act is now being 
carried to the wildest extremes. All 
th03e fa.ctors tend towards incn"!ase of 
crime. While no one for a moment would 

· say that education is causing crime to 
increase, I say without hesitation that it 
is not C<tusing crime to decrease. If 
children have too much done for them 
they become hot-house plants; they do 
not have the stamina and metal of 
youngsters of days gone by who had far less 
JJ.ursing and pampering. I would ask of 
those who think that education is going 
to do sueh wonders, who are the men who 
have made the grE'atest names in this 
country~ Are they those who have been 
pampered up? The man who towers 
high above all statesmen in Australia was 
a man who was at school only for a fort­
night-the late Sir Henry Parkes. The 
fact that that man had not all this hot­
house treatment made him more self­
reliant, and when he came here, an 
unknown young man with a wife and 
family, with no one to help him, he 
started right away to cut biN path to the 
front rank of politicians. Sir Charles 
Dilke, when a member of the 13ritish 
House of Commons, was lJ.sked who he 
consider<>d were the three greatest men 
in the British l£mvire. He said thPy 
were Gladstone, John 1\'[a.cdonald, of 
Canada, and Henry P:1rkes of New South 
Wales. Y ct Parkes never ha.d any of 
this pampering. Take Lincoln, a man 
whose name is now revered by Americans 
more highly than that of the great Wash­
ington. He was brought up in a cabin 
surroundrd by poverty, and without any 
of the advantages of life. His name 
to-dav shtnds out in America far above 
those" of men who were pampered. He 
was a Relf-reliant man. He was not 
one of those who h:J,d to be nursed 
by the Government. He studied and 
eventually passed his examination as 
a solicitor. Then take Charles Dickens, 
a man "'ho has made his name immortal 
in literature. He was the son of a 
poor woman and had to earn his li,·ing 
by pasting labels on mustard tins. No­
w here in the world have those who have 
been most conspicuous and done most for 
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mankind had this hothouse training that 
many think should be given to our 
children to-day. 

Whilst making these observations I do 
not say we should fail to pay some 
attention to the education of children. 
EYery reasonable person ~vill agree that 
it is only proper for the Government of 
the country to see that the children 
get fair education, but once you go 
beyond the ordinary rudimentary educa­
tion it is questionable . whether bette!.' 
citizens are obtained by giving free 
education. A difficulty is now occurring 
with reference to the , \ rbitration Court 
~vhich will not permit the Pmployment of 
more than a ~pecified number of appren­
tices. Tho result of that dictation is 
there are thousa.nds of young men in this 
country who instead of being skilied 
artisans are only htbourers, nble to do 
work that does not require 8pecial 
training. If we want to help our people 
and make our countrv free and self 
reliant we should swaep"away n lot of our 
rotten laws. Smne of the money asked 
for to-night is required to pay for the 
upkeep of Arbitration Courts which give 
expression t0 the view of those interested 
in limiting the !,lUmber of young men who 
may become npprentices. 

With reference to the proposal that our 
Government should join with the Federal 
Governwent and spend £:ll,OOO,OOO 
to secure :L uniform railwa.y gauge 
for Am;tralia my Yiew is, that though 
uniformity of gauge is highly desirable 
and though it is a great misfortun<J 
that we have not had it before, it would 
be a very serious mistnke, at a time when 
it is very hnrd for the Government to get 
money, and when t:txation is exceRsive, 
for this State to be plunged into such an 
expense. I do not know what the Gov­
ernment intends to do; I should like to 
hear from the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council whnt has been decided 
upou. I strongly hold the view that. 
there is at present no justification for. 
this Government to join with the 
Federal GoYernment in bringing about 
uniformity of gauge if the cost is to 
be £21,000,000. The urgency of the 
challge is not so great that the work 
should be undertaken at a time when 
the country has an enormous war dP.bt: 
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upon which to :find interest. There 
are other far more important works 
awaiting. 'l'he Broken Hill railway line 
is now constructed considerably beyond 
Condobolin. That work should be com­
pleted but·I understand nothing is being 
done there. The North Coast railway 
has been hanging fire for years, but very 
little work is being done there now. 
The 'l'reasurer stated only a few days 
ago that £10,000,000 will have to be 
raised by loan this year for railwap 
and other urgent works. To-day it 
costs about £55,000 to pay the annual 
interest on every £l,OOU,OOO borrowed. 
The Treasurer when presenting his 
budget statement referred to the diffi­
culty of abstaining from increasing 
taxation in view of the fftct that we ha"i•e 
to ·pay interest on enormous sums of 
borrowed money, much of which has been 
spent on works not yet reproductive. 
Some persons may say it is not a matter 
of much concern whether we have hflavy 
taxation or not. To such persons I 
would point out th11t every pound 1akcn 
from the pockets of the people to pay 
for an expensive form of govermY~ent 
is £ l taken from the funds out of 
which the workers of this countr-y must 
be paid if we arc to give them employ­
ment. There is nothing more deplorable 
than that there should be considemhle 
numbers of men-many with suffering 
wives and families- anxious to get 
work l,ut. who cannot get it. Tbat 
is undoubtedly becau&e we have the 
highest taxation we ever had. There is 
oniy a certain amount of money in thi,; 
country, and a certain amount of credit, 
and the more you take for the govern­
ment of the country, and for carrying out 
these fanciful ideas of higher education ;and 
so on, the more unemployed and the more 
misery you will have. Anybody wbo 
thinks that we can go on with a form of 
government that means increasing taxa­
tion is not alive to the best interests of 
the country. With regard t0 gauge 
unification, I wnnt to point out that 
that will not make the people of this 
country grow one mote pound of wool or 
one bushel more wheat; one more bag of 
potatoes, or one more cabbage. It will 
not increase production in the s!ightest 
degree, or at any rate, in any appreci~1ble 
degree. 

This spending of £21,000,000, about 
which the Federal Government is talking, 
''"ill neither increase the production nor 
the w~alth of this country. Of course it 
will, to a certain extent, facilitate the 
tramport o.f goods from one State to 
anotlwr, but when you calculate the 
interest on £21,000,000_, the mere facilita­
tion of the transport of goods from one 
8tat"l to another hardly justifies it. Some 
people say that the work will be wanted 
in time of war. They say that there may 
be war with the Japanese. 0£ course 
there is a possibility of war, just as there 
is a possibility that any of us may meet 
with an accident through a train being 
wrecked. Bnt we do not take that risk 
so serionsly that we insure our lives every 
time we get into a train. In any circum­
Rtq,nces, I say that this is not the time 
for the unifying of milway gauges 
to take place, but that, on the contrary, 
any money which can be »pared should be 
used to extend the line to Broken Hill, 
or to finish the North Coast railway, 
or to build any important railway or 
othrr public work which will give employ­
ment and at the same time will assist 
production. , 

The Hon. G. A. DEWAR: I rise to 
support the remarks which have been 
made by the hon. member Mr. Sinclair. 
'l'he hon. member Mr. \Vaddell has spoken 
as though tbe idea of free ~ducation in 
.New South Vi! ales was something new. I 
went to school in Victorift, and I first 
wont to a Presbyterian school. Perhaps 
my pare1nts shared some of the ~nobbish · 
ideas of that period as to what were 
known as" StatA schools." However, in 
a short while the Protestant denomi­
national schools were wiped out, and we 
were all going to State scbools. My 
fathPr was n supporter of the old Liberal 
and Reform part.y, and I remember being 
taken, as a lad, to their soirees. The 
backbone of those gatherings were the 
old diggem of the fifties, who carne out in 
search of fortune upon the gold fields. 
Tllfl plank of their education policy at 
tbat time was "free, secular, and com­
pulsory eduention." Tliey fought against 
clergymen even being permitted to go 
into the schools, and they wanted rich 
and poor and children of all creeds to be 
educated together. 
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With his usual cleverness, I have no 
doubt that the Vice-President of the 
·Executive Council will show how this 
charge is going to be placed upon the 
shoulders of those who are best able to 
bear it. But my point is. that it is 
introducing a discrimination oetween the 
children of the rich <tnd the children of 
the poor. That was my objection to the 
charge of 3d. a week, which made some 
children appear as pauper~. In regard 
to the high schools, some of the parents 
may be fairly well off, still they may be 
at considerable expense in cases where 
they have to board their children. I 
think that most of the objections mi~ed 
by the hon. member Mr. Waddell may be 
said to be against our educational methods 
generally. If we are going to drop 
behind the continental nations in rega.rd 
to the matter of higher education, then 
in my opinion we have lost the war. 
vVe shall have to deal with the problem 
<Jf usury, for we havE' had to pay double 
pre-war rates of interest for money 
which had only half of the pre-war 
purchasing power. If we are going to 
repudiate om· platform of "free, secular, 
and compulsory education,"' we certainly 
shall have to do something with regard 
to the matter of usury. 

There is one incongruous thing about 
this charging of fe'"s. I noticed that at 
the laying of a foundation stone in con· 
nection with a Roman Catholic church at 
Kandos the action of the Government 
received the hea.rty 1tpproval of the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Bathurst, and 
he rather reflected upon the Labour 
Government for not having done some­
thing similar. Well, the supporters of 
this Government are welcome to all they 
can get out of that. I believe that 
there is something wrong with our 
education matters in regard to the lack 
Q£ vocational training. Vve perhaps do 
turn out too many theoretical pupils, but 
I believe that our technical schools are 
finding it necessary to refuse students. I 
know that one of my girls cannot go to 
the millinery classes there, and they are 
refusing students in regard to more 
important classes. It applies, I believe, 
to agriculture. These are things which 
should be taken in hand. Mr. H. W. 
Potts, after travelling through the world, 
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said that he considered that the great 
defect in our system was the want of 
means for vocational training. 

In regard to the University, I have 
noticed latterly that the sons of mainten~ 
ance men have been able to reach some 
of the higher positions, which formerly 
were ~t close preserve for the sons of the 
moneyf:!d classes. I know a young doctor 
who has gone upon a tour, whose father, 
apparently, is well able to keep him, 
<tnd who sayr:; that there are too many 
students trying to be doctors. He added 
that they were, however, going to squeeze 
them out. The University was making it 
so hot for them in the first twelve months, 
he said, that a lot of them would be"frozen 
out." I suppose th1tt means that only 
the son~; of poor men will be frozen out, 
because the son;; of wealthy men will be 
able to sta.nd being plucked for three or 
four years. I want to support the remarks 
that were made by the bon. member· Mr. 
Sinclair, mainly upon the lines that the 
Government is inkoducing discrimination 
by charging these fees. It was to pre­
vent thi~ that we wiped out the charge of 
3cl. per week, and it was always the aim 
of the old party to which I have already 
referred that there should be no dis­
crimination amongst our school pupils, 
either in regard to the charging of fees, 
or social positiou. · 

The Hon. G. F. EARP: I wish to ex­
press my approval of the policy of the 
Government in the action it is taking 
with regard to charging fees in High 
Bchools. \Yore the education real educa­
tion I might hold a different view, but in 
my opinion the education of the day is 
on an entirely false basis. The imparting 
of informatiqn should not be regarded 
merely as :;. means for passing exumina­
tions; it should be a means of dew:oping 
the faculties, but I am afraid that the 
cieveloping of the faculties is lost sight of. 
It becomes a secondary consideration to 
that of cramming, in order to pass 
examinations. There is a perfect mania · 
amongst people to-day to get a label 
stuck on their backs, in the shape of 
some certificate or other, and in order to 
do this we find the children in our schools 
cra.mming to pass these examinations. It 
is a curse, rather than a blessing, because 
its value is only temporary, and it, is all 
forgotten in after life. The system has 
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been of no use in training men to develop 
their fa~ulties, and that should be the 
real end of educ~.ttion. I am entirely 
in accord with the proposal to limit 
highet· education to those who will use it 
for the purpose of developing their minds. 

The Hon. A. SINCLAIR : The bon. mem. 
bcr means those who can afford to pay 
for it ! 

The Hon. G. F. EARP : vVhether 
they can pay for it or not is another 
question. In any case, the present system 
often hag the" effect. of turning men who 
otherwise would be good bricklayers or 
plumbers "into bad doctors or lawyers. 
That is of no advantage to the commu­
nity. Many children who are not really 
suitable for highE>r education are induced 
to go in for it, and their only purpose is 
to pass an examination, so as to get a tab 
on their backs which enables them to 
become doctors or lawyers, although 
their minds are not reall.Y developed in 
such a way that they are suitable for tho~e 
vocations. I say that that kind of educa­
tion is perfectly useless, and therefore I 
entirely support the Government in its 
policy of not making higher education frrc 
to everybody. Those who want higher 
education should be able to pay ~or it, 
and while the labouring class is as good · 
a class as any other in the community, it 
is often a curse to their children, and not 
a blessing, when they arc brought up to 
follow a profession instead of following a 
rade. 

The Hon. JAMES WILSON: I do 
not intend to detu,in the House very long, 
but I must say that the speeches I have 
heu,rd delivered to-night are worthy of 
any thoughtful chamber. I listened not 
only with interest, but also with sincere 
regret, to the statem0nts of the hon. 
member Dr. Nash on the thoughtlessness 
of building schools in mu,rsbes thriving 
with disease. I believe that the effect of 

·his speech to-night will be good. The 
speech delivered by the hon. member and 
ex-Premier =lfr. vVaddell was particularly 
interesting, because he spoke not only u,s 

a good old honest Conservative, but as a 
man of brains. 

I never had the privilege of lJn educa­
tion. I worked from 6 o'clock in the 
morning until 6 o'clock at night, for 4s. 

a week, :tnd I did grooming on Sundays. 
.At 14 years of agn I had to carry 200-lb. 
bags of flour. 'Vhen I heard the hon. 
member Mr. Sinclait· speak about the dis­
advantages we suffer under in connection 
with our educntion ~>ystem, the thought 
occurred to me that I do not know where 
on earth so much kindness and considera­
tion has been shown in connection with 
the education of children as in this 
country. In the cas~>s of ordinary men, 
like myself, .who h:we three children, it 
often occurs that we want to make some­
thing of them which is impossible. We 
may have one who does not know the 
difference between the cock crowing in 
the morning and Melba singing at night, 
but we want to make a musician of him, and 
we spcnll our monny to do it. We know 
what the result will be, and we can apply 
that generally to quite a number of parents 
in regard to the rearing of their children. 
I do not want to labour that. I believe 
I lmve spoken plain facts. Tf this were 
not the pay-bill of the public service, 
which has to be met to-morrow, l could 
easily have spoken on the measure for 
two hours without Sttying anything. I 
only want to Ray one thing more, and I 
speak' as one of the pioneers of the labour 
movement. I speak as the bedrock­
almost ns the foundation-from which it 
was reared. We hear the public servants 

· now crying out to get the privileges of 
arbitration. ·when the first Arbitration 
Court was formed, you could not find a 
civil servant in tho conntrv who would 
dare associate himself with it, or even 
with nnything that was connected with 
l:tbom·. Yet, look at them to·day. At 
that time the platform of the Labour 
party was to create industries, and to 
make eycry man, woman, and child in 
the community a public servant in con­
nection with State enterprises. Is there 
a sane man to·day who would say that 
any enterprise the Government has 
handled is well handled 1 vVould you 
give the trawlers over to the Government 
again? Go through tho history of any 
undertaking which the Government has 
handled and you will find that it is 
rotten-if not corrupt. I recognise the 
difference between the two. It is due 
to incapacity on the one hand, and to 
htek of energy, prorerly used, on the 
other. 
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The Ron. G. A. DEWAR : The public 
11ervants are always being run down. 
They are never encouraged to do the 
right thing ! 

The lion. JAMES WILSON: That is 
true. It is a strange thing that clirectly 
you make a man a public servant you 
seem to n1ake him a loafer. 

The Hoa. G. A. DrmAR: They ~ay he 
is. The anti-Labour press traduce him 
instead of encouraging him by saying he 
is a servant of the whole of the people! 

The Ron .. JAMES WILSON: My 
philosophic friend says that the public 
servants of this country are being 
maligned. 

The Hon. G. A. DrmAR: Yes. 
The Hon. JAJHES WILSON: I say, 

as far as my knowledge goes, that I lmow 
of no body of working people in the his­
tory of the world who are so well paid as 
the public servants of New South vVales, 
and it is not too much, on any account, 
to expect from them the best that they 
can produce. Big public works have been 
started without any intention on the part 
of the Government of finishing them. 
That state of things should cease. The 
hon. member Mr. vVaddell has rt>ferred to 
railway lines which are not only iying 
unuHed, but which are decaying. That is 
a crime. Instead of the sy~tem we have 
now of making a blacks;nith n medical 
man, or of makin;.; a man, who has no idea 
of figures, a Tre<tsurer, responsible for 
the l'XP''nditure of Government nJOney, 
is it not time that we hctd n difl'erent 
system ? The position i~ serious enough 
for tho best, men to be selected for the 
positions for which they are most suitable. 
:Fancy nmldng a Chief Secretary a man 
who has lH)\'Cl' tmvell(•d a mile of New 
South \Vales, :md who would get tired if 
he were asked to go to the post ollice to 
put a letter in the box. Fancy making a 
Premier of the State a nmn who did 
not know how to control himself, let 
alone t.he destinies of the eoantry. It is 
time 1;\,at we produced suitabl9 men for 
these positions. 

You cannot make a Labour man; you 
cannot make a Premier; :you cannot 
make a musician. All you can do is to 
utilise and make the best of what Nature 
has given you. Take the Eight Hours 
Day I[Jrocession. Fancy a public holiday 
to celebrate an eight hours day when you 

[TheHon.J. Wilson. 

have half of them growling because they 
have not a forty-four hours week! Be­
hind lovely banners in a majestic pro­
cession, there were three, four, or five 
men representing labour wending their 
way. It was a hideous offence against 
all that has gone by. In the old days it 
was nothing for a man to work his ten 
hours, and to post bills for a candidate 
for Parliament up to the time of cock­
crow in the morning. And if you asked 
men in tho~e good old days to accept any 
payment for services rendeTecl they would 
have felt insulted. :Fane:/ asking men 
to-day to do anything for nothing. What 
a lovely chance you would have! It 
is pitiable to talk about education 
from the standpoint of a man who does 
not know how to give Nature a chance. 
It only seems yesterday when, at the 
Town Hall, there were more than -1,,000 
p2ople assembled there. I remember Mr. 
Holman, who was there, trembling like 
an aspen leaf because he was to be the 
next speaker. "Oh, Jimmy," he said to· 
mo, "do not ask me to speak until yoa 
have spoken." \~Then he had. spoken we· 
saw that he was an orator. You cannot 
make orators. You can improve them; 
but they arc born. In our education 
system that practically comes into opera­
tion in our homes, the great mistake is 
made that we do not find out what our 
progeny is best adapted for. I am sorry 
to detain hon. members so long. :M:y 
intention was surely not to have pre­
\'entcd the holding of a picture show. I 
would not prevent hon. members of this 
House from going to the Arctic regions. 
I am satisfied that the leader of tho 
House without a smile threw the respon­
sibility of holding the pictme show upon 
the President. If it ever happens again 
the lights of this House will go out. I 
do not mind a picture show once b,y 
accident, but I object to its being held 
here by design. 

The lion. T. STOREY: I desire to 
support the remarks which have fallen 
from the hon. member Mr. Sinclair, who 
raised his voice in protest against tho 
Government charging fees for attendance 
at the High schools. I do not propose 
to detain the House very long. The re­
marks made by the hon. member Mr. Earp 
and the hon. member Mr. Wad dell came 
as a great surprise to me. I think it 
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will be a surprise to the general public 
when tl._;y hear of hon. members of the 
standing of the two hon. members to 
whom I have referred opposing higher 
education. It is admitted that Australia 
is generally praised for the manner in 
which edueation here is taken up by the 
State. The Labour party proposed, as soon 
as it was possible, to make education free 
from the primary school right on to tho 
University. Unfortunately the Labour 
party was never in the position to be 
able to do that. I regret to have to say 
that during the regime of the Labour 
Government, in 'the last couple of years, 
it was found necessary to raise the fees 
of University students. After they had 
taken up a course of study at the Uni­
versity they were suddenly informed 
that, owing to the state of the public 
finances, they would have to pay higher 
fees, and, if my memory serves me right, 
the fees were raised about 50 per cent. 
Repr~sentation was made at the time to 
the Minister of Public Instruction and it 
was pointed out that the condition of the 
public finances had compelled the autho­
rities to do that. The statements of the 
hon. member Mr. Earp and the hon. 
member Mr. Waddell appeared to me to 
be an attack on our education system. 
Vlhilst there may be something to be said 
in favour of those who carry the hall­
mark of having passed a particular ex­
,llmination, and whilst we know the 
(;ramming which takea place not only in 
this, but in other countries, we have not 
l)een able to devise any means of doing 
.away with examinations. It seems to me 
~hat there is a feeling that only the sons 
of the better class and of affluent people 
should be allowed to go to the university. 
'The boy of a working-man should be put 
to some trade, or he should go on the 
land; in other words, he should stick to 
l1is last. Tho argument used by the !fin­
ister of Public Instruction when propos­
ing to charge fees for secondary educa­
tion was that a number of l)eople drove 
their children to school in nl.otor-cars, 
nnd that people of that type wore well 
able to pay fees. That may be so. Some 
·discrimination should certainly be shown. 
A system of bursaries might be estab­
lished to assist the sons of poorer people. 
Persons who are in a position to pay the 
fees should be. made to pay, but poorer 

persons who are not in this happy posi­
tion should be exempt, and their children 
should be given the free opportunity to 
take advantage of the secondary educa­
tional system to enable them to turn their 
brains to tho best account. 

The lion. J·. H. WISE: They are en­
titled to if now! 

The Hon. G. F. KmP: If parents can­
not pay they do not pay. That is all. 

The Hon. T. STOREY: You have to 
say that :yon are a pauper. 

The H011. 0. Ji'. E.~nP: You need not 
say anything at all! 

The llon. J. H. WrsE: The position is 
the same to-da:y as it has been in the 
past! 

The Hon.T. STOREY: I disagree with 
the hon. member. Under the old condi­
tions, when a boy in the primary school 
passed the qualifying examination, no 
(]Uestion wnc; raised about the financial 
position of his parents. 

The lion. J. H. WISE: If that hoy won 
a bursnry there was a question! 

The lion. T. STOREY: Before he was 
allowed to sit for the bursary examina­
tion his father had to sign an affidavit 
that he wns only receiving a certain 
salary. 

The IIon. J. I-I. WrsE: That is all that 
will be required under this innovation! 

The Hon. T. STOREY: I shall be glad 
of the Minister's assurance that such n 
regulation is in existence. 

The Hon. Sir J OSEPU CARJlt:THERS : 
That is all it is! 

The Hon. T. STOREY: These matters 
require to be ventilated. Only to-day I 
was told by a wol·king-man whose 
daughter attends the Cleveland-street 
High school that scholars attending that 

·school were asked to deposit £1 as a guar­
antee that they would attend for twelve 
months. At the expiration of the twelve 
months, if they have attended, the money 
is returued. It appears to me that the 
Government is going out of its way un­
necessarily to pcmalise the poorer classes. 
r quite agree that those who can drive 
their children to school in a motor-car 
should certainly not complain if they arc 
asked to pay fees. But in seeking to 
bring that about the Government ought 
not to go to the other extreme of penalis­
ing .the children of working people, who, 
if they were given the opportunity, have 
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sufficient brains to pass the qualifying 
examination or obtain a bursary to enable 
them to attend a High school. The hon. 
member Mr. Sinclair having drawn atten­
<tion to this matter, I feel impelled to 
support him and fight to retain this privi­
.lege for the children of working people, 
especially as I deeply apprcciat? the 
·Opportunities which my own children 
have enjoyed in this regard. 

'l'he Hon. Sir JOSEPH CARRUTHERS, 
in reply: I do not intend to reply to all 
that has been said to-night. I suppose 
l1on. members have their grievances to 
air. I am certainly not going to sub­
scribe to the encomiums on illiteracy and 
lack of education which some hon. mem­
bers have passed in this House. There 
may be a few men who are the cxc~ptior~s 
to the o·eneralrule, but to get on 111 thls 
world y~u need to be educated .. Sir Hc~ry 
Parkes is a notable exccptwn, whwh 
proves the rule that education is a neces­
sity. What I want to reply to mainly is 
the remarks of the hon. member Jlfr. 
Waddell in regard to the unification of 
gauge: If we do not have unification. of 
gauge in Australia we shall not be doi~g 
our duty to Australia, and any pubhc 
man who takes up a hostile attitude to 
unifying the gauges of Australia is an 
enemy of Australia. I have no hesitation 
in saying that. More money and more 
time have been wasted, more hindrance 
to trade and more unemployment have 
really been caused by the break .of ga':ge 
in the various States than by anythmg 
else I know of, Arbitration Court or 
otherwise. The time that railway trucks 
are detained at Albury \Yaiting to be 
unloaded and reloaded is appalling. If 
there were no brc:1k of gauge those 
trucks could go across Austrarlia and 
back again. 'They coulcl be loaded at 
Brisbane, go through to Perth, be un­
loaded there and come back ag·ain to 
Brisbane in the time mm1y trucks are 
kept waiting at the border. At Albury 
alone in February, 1920, there were 
20 000 tons of transhipped goods; in 
A;ril"25,000 tons, in Juno 27,000 tons, in 
Julv 27.000 tons, and in September 
26,000 t;ns. - Taking the tmffic for the 
whole year 258,000 tons of coal were 
transhipped at Albury. Then with re­
gard to live stock a va~t number nrc 
transhipped. Take the fruit and vcge-

[The Hon. T. Storey. : 

table trade. In one month as many as 
834 trucks of fruit and vegetables we"re 
transhipped at Albury. In another 
month 2,765 tons of fruit were tre~n­
shippcd-all perishable produce. 

An Hox. ME~mEu: Is not that one of 
the reasons why we went in for federa­
tion? 

TheRon. Sir JOSEPH CARRUTHERS: 
One of the reasons, yes. Let hon. mem­
bers read the evidence taken by and the 
report of the Break of Gauge Commis­
sion, and they will see !he ~rci?endous 
loss there is, a loss winch 1f 1t could 
be saved would provide interest on the 
£21,000,000 expenditure involved in t~e 
unification of gauges between the capi­
tals. In the proposal for the expendi­
ture of £22,000,000 there is included the 
cost of construction on 627 miles of new 
railwav necessary in order to link up 
the v~-;ious lines. Those 627 miles of 
new railway, built to the standard gauge 
would cost at least £4,000,000. Yoli have 
at once a new asset. Then there are 
155 miles of railway included in that 
expenditure, which have to be relaid wi~h 
heavy rails. That will cost anot~er lUll­
lion pounds. So that the expend1ture of 
£22,000,000 for the unification of the 
'rauo-c between the capitals would have 
~o be reduced by the sum required for 
those new lines and new rails, bringing 
the total down to £17,000,000. And no 
expenditure of £17,000,000 in my opinion 
cou1d be better directed than in the uni­
fying of our gauge. W c have only a 
handful of population in Australia. We 
may have to defend this continent 
a"'ainst some invadi1ig force. The ease 
~f invasion is multiplied many times by 
our difficulties in transporting within 
Australia i tsclf the men to repel the in­
vader. Suppose in case of war an army 
-it might not be large--landed on some 
p;:trt of Northern Australia. We would 
have to g·uther troops from West Aus­
tralia. S~uth Australia, Victoria, and 

'New South Wales to go there. At every 
border there would have to be a tran­
shipment of men, equipment and muni­
tions. At the rate it now proceeds, by 

. the time the transhipment had taken 
place and an army ~vas taken there to 
face the invader Australia might be lost. 
.'T·h"t iE one of the .great dangers, and it 
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is not propcr to speak of it in this man­
ner. We spent between £400,000,000 
and £500,000,000 in doing our part in 
the war. It was only our share, but no 
one carps at that expenditurc. Consider 
what we can get for £22,000,000. The 
greatest work to be done in Australia. 
You could get on a train in Sydney and, 
without transhipment, go right round 
Australia, if we had a trans-continental 
rail~ay. What a wonderful saving would 
be effected if there :were no break of 
gauge. It would conduce to economy in 

. travelling, because the route selected is 
one which especially lends itself to 
economy, by getting rid of tho heavy 
haulago involved in going over high 
mountains and b;y getting rid o£ the s4m1J 
curves. I have no more to say. I have 
referred to this matter because I think 
the importance of the question warrants 
me· in·makin.g these few remarks. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a second time and passed 

through its remaining stages. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
'ELECTION ENABLING BILL. 

Bill received from Legislative As­
sembly and (on motion by the Hon. Sir 
Joseph Carruthers) read a first time. 

ENCROACHMENT OF BUILDINGS 
BILL. 

Bill returned from the Legislative As­
sembly with amendments. 

House adjourned at 6.30 p.m. 

!Lcgislntfbt ~.55embln. 

"Wednesday, 4 October, 1922. 

Printed Questions n,nd Answer~- Questions without 
Noti('e-Public Accounts Committee Elentian En­
abling Bill-Police Re~ulation (AppealR) Bill (second 
rcading)--Supply-Adjournmont (Rusine"s of the 
House), 

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair. 

PRINTED QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS. 

P ARLIA1iENT HOUSE: REDUCTION OF 
POLICE PATROL. 

.Mr. LANG asked the COLO~IAL SECRE" 
l'ARY,-In view of the orderly conduct 

of visitors to Parliament House will he 
reduco the number of police employed at 
the House, and thus afford relief to the 
undermanned city division 1 

Answe?·,-The present police arrange­
ments within the precincts of the Houses. 
of Parliament arc in accordance with the 
wishes of the hon. the Speaker, who 
is not desirous of any ~tlteration being 
made at present. 

CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING SOCIETIES. 

Mr. HATCLIFFE asked the PRE­
~UER,-Will he inform the House what 
he in~ends to do in regard to assisting 
co-operative building societies, as ;;;tated 
in the Governor's opening speech 1 

Answer,-Action is now being taken 
towards the drafting of a bill to remove 
certain · disabilities arising out of the 
limited scope of the Building and Co7 
operative Societies .Act. 

SYDNEY UNIYERSITY: CHAIR OF 
Vl<~TERINARY SCIENCE. 

Mr. JAMES McGiltR asked the MIN­
ISTER OF PUBLIC lNSTRUCTIOX,-(1) Will 
he state what amount of money has been 
provided at Sydney University for the 
establishment and maintenance of the 
Chair of Veterinary Science since its 
inception 1 (2) What number of graduates· 
have quftlified since such was established~ 
(3) What number of Rtudents are at pre­
sent in attendance in the various yeal's? 
( 4) What are the salaries paid to the 
various professors, &c. 1 (5) What is the 
total cost of up-keep of such department 
o£ the Univmsitv1 

Answer,..:_] 111;1 informed: 
( 1.) £35,250 (to 30th June, 1922). (2) Twenty­

four. (3) First-year, 12; secnnd year, 2; third 
year, 4; fourth ye::r, 6. Total, 24. (4) £3, 16(i_ 
(5) Approximate upkeep per annum :-Salaries, 
£il, 166; maintenance, £577. Total, £3,748. 

TAX-Ji'RE.l£ vVAR LOAN BONDS. 
:Mr. GO:';T.,INO rtskerl the CoLoNIAL 

TREASURER,-( l) Will he inform the 
House what was tho large~t amount in 
tax-free war lortn bondR ·in the estate of 
a decertsed within the last three years? 
(2) Will he also infot·m tbe.House what 
amount would haYe been received by 

the Income-tax Commissioners had this 
war loan investment been taxed as ord.i, 
nary income 1 




