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NEvV SOUTH WALES 

I? ARLIAM ENT ARY D EBA'1~ES. 

THIRTIETH PARLlAMENT-FIFTH SESSION. 

1Lcgislatibc <rrouncil. 
Tue_sday, 24 April, 19'34. 

Openi1;g of Parliament-Writ of Election: Members 
of the Leg-islative Council-Member.:; Sworn­
Blcction of President-Learn of Absence-The 
late Hon. R. G. D. FitzGeraltl-Governor's Open­
ing Speech (Ministerial Statement). 

The CoM11nss10NERS took their seats. 

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 

The Clerk of the Parliaments read the 
proclamation conve:ning Parliament. 

Mr. Commissioner H. E. Manning 
acquainted the House that his Excel­
lency the Governor had been plea!!led to 
cause a commission to be issued, appoint­
ing the Honorable Henry Edward :Man­
ning, Attorney-General and Vice-Presi­
dent of the Executive Council, and the 
Honorable James Matthew Concannon, 
Commissioners for the opening and hold­
ing of this Parliament. 

A message was forwarded to the 
Assembly th~t the 'Commissioners_ desired 
their immediate attendance to hear the­
corhmission -for the opening of Parlia­
ment read. 

The Assembly being come--

Mr. Commissioner Manning notified 
the issue of a commission empowering 
the Commissioners to do all things neces­
sary for the opening and holding of the 
present session of the Parliament. 

Commission read by the Clerk. 
A 

Mr. Commissioner MANNING: We 
have it in command from the Gover­
nor to inform you that a proclamation 
was issued on the 16th day of April, 
1934, _appointing -Monday, -the 23rd day 
of April, 1934, as the day on which the 
Legislative Council was to be reconsti­
tuted; and we further have it in com­
mand from the Governor to inform you 
that, after members of the Legislative 
Council shall have been sworn, the causes 
of his Excellency calling this Parliament 
together will be declared to you; and it 
being necessary that a President of the 
Legislative Council be first chosen, it fa 
his Excellency's pleasure that you, 
hon. members of the Legislative Coun­
cil, proceed to the election of one of your 
number to be your President. 

The Assembly then withdrew. 

WRIT OF ELECTION: MEMBER;-; OF 
THE LEGISLATIVE .COUNCIL. 

The Clerk of the Parliaments read 
from his certificate as returning officer 
-t;he list of_ members elected at the elec-

- tion_s prescribed under the Constitution 
Act, as follows:-

Members elected at the first of the four 
elections :-Anthony Alexander Alam, 
Walter Corrie Cambridge, Jam es :Mat­
thew Concannon, Ernest Henry Far­
rar, Herbert Middleton Hawkins, John 
Fortunatus Higgins, Henry Edwin 
Horne, Robert Arthur King, Henry 
Edward Manning, John Bertie Martin, 
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Henry Clements Moulder, Thomas 
George Murray, John Beverley Peden, 
Frederick Henr,y Tout, Theodore 
Charles Trautwein. 

Members elected at the second of the 
said four elections :--Arthur Edmund 
Colvin, Lionel Thomas · Courtenay, 
Maxwell Pollok Dunlop, Norman Wil­
liam Kater,. Patrick Michael McGirr, 
Edward Crawford Magrath, Robert 
Mahony, John Francis O'Regan, 
Thomas Alfred John Playfair, William 
Elliott Veitch Robson, Lionel William 
Ryan, Ernest Christian Sommerlad, 
Thomas Jam es Tyrrell, Samuel Robert 
Walder, Frank Edgar Wall. 

Members elected at the third of the 
said four elections :-George Douglas 
Bassett, Alfred Noble 'Binks, Henry 
Yule -Bra:ddon, .Joseph Farrar Coates, 
Donald McLennan Grant, Thomas Sin­
clair Hoiden, Archibald· Howie, George 
Mullins, George Nesbitt, Broughton 
Barnabas O'Conor, Daniel Rees, 
Samuel James ·Smith, Colin Tannock, 
Allen Arthur Taylor, Arthur King 
Trethowan. 

Members elected at the fourth of the 
said. four elections :-George Stacher 
Archer, Charles Brill Bridges, John 
Culbert, Joseph Reuben Gardiner, 
James Joseph Graves, Alfred Macartney 
Hemsley, Frederick Percival Kneeshaw, 
Hugh Latimer, Marsden Erle Manfred, 
Ernest Meyer Mitchell, Harold Sprent 
Nicholas, James Ryan, Frank William 
Spicer, . Thom~s Steele, Hugh Moffitt 
Wragge. 

The Clerk announced to the House the 
nam~s of the Commissioners appointed to 
administer the oath to members, and 
read the commission. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 

Hon. members, with the exception of 
the Hon. A. E. Colvin, the Hon. T. A. J. 
Playfair, the Hon. D. Hees; and the Hon. 
Sir Allen Taylor, then took the .oath and 
subscrib.ed the roll. . 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 

The Hon. Sir HENRY BHADDON: 
I move: 

That the Hon. Sir John BevCl'!ev Peden 
do take the ehair of this House as Presi­
dent. 

The hon. member has occupied the presi­
dential chair for over five years with 
conspicuous ability and impartiality, 
with credit to himself, and benefit to 
the State. 

The Hon. D. GRANT: I desire 
t~ protest against .this whole pro­
cedure. I have here· a copy of the 
Sydney Morning Herald of the 17th 
April, in which appear photographs of 
the Government nominees, Sir John 
Peden and the Hon. E. H. Farrar. I 
listened \vith attention to the address 
sent by His Excellency the Governor 
and read by th,e Hon. the Attorney­
General this morning, in which he said 
that after we were sworn we should 
proceed· to elect one of our number for 
the position" of President.· S'eemingl;y, 
we are not proceeding to elect one of 
our number; they are to be selected for 
us. I have nothing to say against either 
1Sir .John Peden or the Hon. E. H. Farrar 
personally, but the facts are that we as. 
hon. members have now come--

The Hon. A. K. TRETHOW AN: -
I have very much pleasure in seconding 
the motion proposed by the Hon. Sir­
Henry Braddon. As stated--

The Hon. D. GRANT: If what I 
say is wrong, hon. members can 
reply to it. I say the officials are the 
nominees of the Government and I am 
stating the facts for the benefit of hon. 
members. · 

The Hon. A. K. TRETHOWAN: What 
are you protesting against' 

The Hon. D. GRANT: I am protest­
ing against the whole proposition. There 
are no standing orders. The facts are 
these: we had a referendum, when we 
were told that the new House would 
be entirely non-party; that we would 
sit as hon. members unattached to any 
party; that we would give all ques­
tions, including the election of a Presi-· 
dent and a Vice-president, every con­
sideration; that we would be .untram~ 
melled by any party ties; that we could 
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all use our own judgment as to whieh 
were the better or the worse men. \Vhen 
the bill to reform the Upper House was 
before the .old Chamber, it was pointed 
out by us that the new House would be 
a party .House. With all respect to this 
House, the . Cabinet has no right to 
nominate any man. The nomination 
must be from an hon. member in this 
!Iouse. It is most discourteous ~o the 
members of .this House that any 
Cabinet, whether Labour or. Nationalist, 
.should usurp the position and the rights 
and privileges of every hon. member of 
this House. When the bill was before the 
o)d House, it was said that about seven­
teen Labour men would be elected and 
the remainder would be Nationalist~. 
Seemingly, it has worked out as Mr. 
Lang and other. men then .said it would. 
We have heard a great deal about slid­
ing panels. If this is not a sliding panel 
I do not know what it is. I say in all 
sincerity we are only here as tools. 
The nominees are all ready, and we 
are going through the farce of believing 
that a certain gentleman is nominated 
because another gentleman really be­
lieves he is the best man for the posi­
tion. Personally, I am not going to say 
he is not the best man for the position, 
but I protest that Cabinet and n.ot 
hon. members has selected the president 
of this House. 

This nomination by the Cabinet has 
given the lie to everything the Govern­
ment has said to the people outside. 
The Government said, "If we elect 
a new House, we shall do . away 
with certain individuals in the pre­
sent House. We shall do away with 
tJie party .sections in the House. We 
shall d0; .away with the Trades Hall on 
the one side and the Chamber of Com-
1Ilerce on the other." . And the very first 
thing we .learn is that the official prgan 
of the party. states that Sir John PedeR 
has been nominated as president by the 
Government. ·I ask hon. members, what 
Government~ .Do hon. members belong 
t~ any Go~ernment? What of all the 
talk . about hon. . µiembers not being 
~ttached to any party? We are goiug 
to )u~~e the same pa;i;ty House as we 
had before,. andJ, perscmally,. I belie.ve. ;r 

should be lacking in my duty and de­
void of courage if .l did .not stand up 
and tell hon. members that this is not 
a free vote at all. The vote to .elect 
hon. member.s ·was not a free :v.ote, ex.­
cept in the case of the Hon. J <lme;; 
Ryan, to whom I bow because he. stood 
by his principles and almost .lost his 
seat as a result. With one or tw~ ex­
ceptions it was a purely party vote . .And 
no:w, seemingly, it is going to be . a 
purely. party vote for the election of 
PresideI).t. I protest against it, and 
beg hon. members to rise and protest. 
Hon. meiribers have been elected repre­
senting industry, law, commerce,-· .the 
U;niversity, and the working classes, .and 
we were told that every one of those, 
members woul\1 give of his best on tliis 
and every other question. 

Is it fair to. hon. members thq.t. 
any Government-,-,! Rhould say the 
same thing if it were a J,abonr 
Government,-should nominate a mq.n 
for the position of president.? If 
the G.overnment. has .the right,.,. th~n 
what the .Attorney-General has said. is 
I\Ot true. . You cannot have it both 
:ways. We are here . to .elect .freely 
one. of our own ·choice, or we are not . 
.Sir John Peden is not the choice of this 
,House; he is the .choice of t'.::e Oabinei, 
which .has no jurisdiction over this . 
Hous(l. If we are prepared to stan,d 
up . to our; pri~ciples, and if the:r~ ara, 
here men who really believe that every• 
questio;n will be considered by each in­
cE~idual honestly OI1 its merits, we mu~tJ: · 
protest against this procedure. I kno.w· 
that nothing I say will have the 
effect of Si.r John Peden being defeate,~, . 
\lecause the whole thir+g has b.een cµt. 
and dried, p.ot in this House, put i'n'. 

·Bligh-street. · It ·proves that this House 
· i~ fl: party House, and that for thi::; ne;t 
£fty · years, if this . House ·continues 
t9 · ~ist, the . ~apour par.ty · ~ill 
have no. voice in .this Ohambei;. 
There is, of course, a ~ajority to ~~p­
port the motion. The Gcivernme~·tuind 
the party hacks will act in this .. Ql1\.l;W." 
b.er in the ~ame way as they d©. iJ\}~13 
oth,~r }Iov,se. It is merit cainoufiq.g~,,,tf? 
p:retE;p.d :t):i.at this is ~ot a party Hol.l~ff:· 
,Jf lion. W~/:nQfrs . P.!l:sii:\:l to. ,pi:ove .tlt~f 
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what I have said is wrong, let them show 
by their vote that my statement is wrong·. 
I do not say that" Sir John Peden is not 

· suitable for the position; possibly he is 
the most eminently suitable man for it. 
I am not making a personal attack upon 
Sir John Peden; but I say the principle 
being adopted is wrong. The only way 
we can show our objection to that prin­
ciple is by voting for one of our own 
choice as President. I appeal to hon. 
members on this side of the House to 
nominate some other hon. member who 
will be the choice of the sixty untram­
melled men in the Chamber, and not the 
-choice of the Government or of the 
'Trades Hall. We should object to this 
procedure being foisted upon us. 

· There has been no contradiction by 
; Sir John Peden or the Hon. Mr. Farrar 
-·of the statement that has appeared in the 

press. The statement has gone entirely 
-·without contradiction. If this House is 
_;going to be dictated to by any one party 
·the sooner it is put out of existence the 
'better. This House has no justification 
for its existence other than that it i~ 
unattached to any party. If we stand 
for the nomination which has been made 
we prove that this House is a party 
House just as it was previously. We 
lmow where the vested interests are. 
·The point I am endeavouring to make 
;is that under the pretense of being a 

- free House and that we are all free to do 
~.fiS we like-this nomination is taken out 
,JJf the hat, and Sir Henry Braddon 
merely nominates Sir John Peden, while 
the actual nominators are some gentle-

·men in Bligh-street. Sir John Peden has 
been nominated by the Government. I 
hope hon. members will protest against 
this action. I trust that hon. members 
will not vote for Sir John Peden, not 
·because he is other than an eminently 
.capable man for the position, but because 
this House has been insulted by the 
·Government proposing a gentleman to 
fill the position. 

The Hon. W. E. V. ROBSON: Had 
the Government not made a nomination, 
I, myself, would have proposed Sir John 
Peden as President, because, as the Hon. 
Mr. Grant has said, of the eminent ser­
vices he has already rendered to the 

House. At the same time I corJially 
agree with every word the Hon. Mr. 
Grant has ·uttered with regard to the 
interference by. the Government in the 
election of officers of this House. The 
Government should not have interfered; 
but should have left this House free to 
choose its own officers. It may be calling 
upon many of its supporters to give a 
vote that is obnoxious to them, whereas, 
if the House had been left free to act on 
its own initiative it would have had no 
hesitation in electing Sir John Peden. 

The Hon. T. G. MURRAY: I regret 
extremely the note struck by the Hon. 
Mr. Grant and also the interpretation 
the Hon. Mr. Robson has put upon the 
motion. I support the nomination of 
Sir John Peden for the reasons given 
by the Hon. Mr. Grant and the Hon. Mr. 
Robson, that he is the outstanding man 
for the position. I do not know of any 
gentleman in the House who would allow 
himself to be nominated against Sir 
John Peden. The suggestion that hon. 
members have been in some way coerced 
by the Government or have be~n 
solicited to take part in any particular 
vote is foreign to me. 

The Hon. D. GRANT: What then 
is the meaning of the statement in the 

. press? 
The Hon. T. G. MURRAY: It is 

merely a statement. I have no doubt 
that the Government, consistent with 
every action it has taken, is anxious that 
the most acceptable man shall be elected 
to the position of President. I believe 
the House will almost unanimously agree 
to elect the most suitable man for the 
position. That man is Sir John Peden. 
I would not have risen to speak at this 
:first meeting of the House had it not 
been for the note struck by the Hon. Mr. 
Grant. Hon. members know that there 
has been no intimidation on the part of 
the Government and no attempt to inter­
fere with the vote that would be recorded. 

The Hon. J. B. MARTIN: I move: 
That the lion. George Stacher Archer do 

take the chair of this House as President. 

I £.eel.sure that if the Hon. Mr. Archer 
: ds ei~ted to the. pos~_tion of President he 
i «will look after th.~ interests of members 
' in- every way, and, particularly, will 
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attend to the comfort of members. 
That is something which has been lack­
iitg for a long time. As to the conveni­
ences provided for members of this 
Chamber, they are a disgrace to Parlia­
ment. 

The Hon. J. CULBERT: I second the 
motion. 

The Hon. Sir John Peden and the Hon. 
G. S. Archer su?rnitte(l themselves to the will 
of the House. 

Question-That Sir John Peden be 
elected-put. The· House divided: 

Ayes, 35; noes, 17; majority, 18. 

Bassett, G. D. 
Binks, A. N. 
Braddon, Sir Henry 
Cambridge, W. C. 
Courtenay, L. 'I'. 
Dunlop, M. P. 
Farrar, E. H. 
Gardiner, J. R. 
Hawkins, II. M. 
Hemsley, A. M. 
Holden, 'T. S. · 
Horne, IL E. 
Howie,~<\. 
Knecshaw, P. P. 
Latimer, H. 
Manfred, M. R 
]\fanning, H. :E. 
:!.'!:itchcll, E. M. 

.!Jam, A.A. 
Archer, G. S. 
Eridges, C. B. 
Concannon, J. M. 
Grant, D. 
Graves, J. J. 
King,R.A. 
McGirr, P. M. 
Magrath, E. C. 

In division: 

A"ns. 
Moulder, H. C. 
Nesbitt, G. 
Nicholas, H. S. 
O'Conor, B. B. 
Robson, W. E. Y. 
Ryan,J. 
Ryan, L. W. 
Sommerlad, E. C. 
Steele, T. 
'l'out, F. H. 
'l'rautwein, 'r. C. 
Trethowan, A. K. 
Walder, Sir Samuel 
Wall, Dr. 
li\'ragge. H. M. 

Tellers, 
Kater, Sir Norman 
Murray, T. G. 

NOES. 

Mahony, R . 
Martin, J. B. 
Mullins, G. 
O'Regan, J. F. 
Tannock, C. 
Tyrrell, 'r. ,J. 

Tellers, 
Culbert .• T. 
Smith, S. J. 

The Hon. D. GRAX:r: :For what peTiod 
is the President to be elected~ 

The Hon. H. E. MANN!'NG: The Act 
provides that it shall be for the period 
of his membership, unless he resigns the 
office or the appointment is terminated 
b;v resolution of the House. 

Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
The Hon. Sir JOHN PEDEN: I desire to 

thank the House very gratefully for the 
great honor it has done me in electing 
me as the first President of the recon­
stituted Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT took the chair. 

The Hon. H. E. MANNING (Attar- . 
ney-General) : Upon your taking the 
chair for the first occasion as Presi­
dent of the newly constituted House, I 
desire to offer you deep congratulations 
on the honor which has been conferred 
upon you. We are all a ware of the tradi­
tions attaching to the occupancy of the 
chair, which have been formed through­
out the years, and you yourself, we think, 
have very largely contributed to them .. 
Those of us who have had experi~ncc 
of your administration in the past, and 
arc familiar with the work you have 
done, fully appreciate the wisdom of the 
House in tho choice it has made. 

The Hon. A. A. ALAM: I shou1d 
like to be inform.ed of the proposed 
procedure in the new House with re­
gard to calling hon. members who rise 
to speak. Will ex-Ministers have preced­
ence over other members? I do not make 
any charge of unfairness on your part, 
sir, but in the previous House I rose time 
after time--

The PRESIDENT: Order I Will the hon. 
member confine himself to the question? 

Mr. A. A. ALAM: I simply wish to 
ask what procedure will be followed as 
regards calling hon. members when they 
rise to speak. I myself have risen twenty 
times and been the twentieth man called~ 
and I am still protesting. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. members will be 
called in accordance with Parliamentary 
usage. 

The Hon. J. B. "MARTIN: I wish to 
know, Mr. President, what yon mean b,y 
Parliamentary usage. Will Ministers 
have preference? 

The P1rnsIDEXT: Order! I am not 
going to answer any more questions to­
day. 

The Hon. J. B. MARTIN: As the 
newly-elected President of thi's House 
you should be fair. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon. 
member take his seat. 

The Hon. J. B. MARTIN: I rose 1.tl 
ask a question. I asked you, as the 
newly-elected President of this House, 
what procedure you intended to adopt in 
calling hon. members when they rose to 
their feet. 
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The PRESIDEXT: Order! Will the hon. 
member resume his seat? 

The Hon. A. A. ALAM: I should like 
to ask another question. 

The PRESIDEXT: Order! Will the hon. 
.member resume his seat I 

The Hon. A. A. ALAM: What are we 
here for? I am speaking on another 
matter. I wish to ask a question with 
regard to facilities and conveniences for 
the members of the new House. I wish 
to know what procedure we must adopt 
when we desire to make representations 
to you, Mr. President, respecting con­
veniences that we think absolutely neces­
sary for the comfort of hon. membe~·s 
who constitute the new House? 

The Hon. H. E. MANNING (Attor­
ney-General): I have ascertained that 
bis Excellency the Governor is ready t<l 

receive the President forthwith. 
· The House proceeded to Governmsnt 

Ilouse, there to be present at the presen­
tation of Mr. President to his Excellency 
:the Governor. 

The House having returned, 

·The P1msnmxr: The Council has been 
to Government House where I in­
formed his Excellency the Governor that 
immediately after the opening of Parlia­
ment to-day, the Legislative Council, in 
the exercise of its lawful right, had pro­
ceeded to the election of its President, 
that the choice had fallen upon me, and 
that I pre'Sented myself to his Excel­
ency a:s yoiir President, whereupon hi.s 
Excellency was pleased to offer me his 
congratulations. I then, on behalf of the 
House, claimed the usual rights and 
privileges. I desire now to repeat my 
grateful thanks for the honour the House 
has been pleased to confer upon me. 

LEA VE OF ABSENCE.-

The President announced the receipt 
of a message from his Excellency the 
Governor intimating that he had 
g~anted leave of absence for f~ur months 
from 21st February to T.ieu1.enant­
Colonrl the Hon. Thomas Alfred John 
Playfair, D.S.O., O.B.E., V.D. 

THE LATE HON. R. G. D. FITZ­
GERALD. 

The PRESIDEXT reported the receipt of 
a communication from Mrs. Shaw on · 
behalf of the relatives of the late Hon. 
R. G.D. FitzGeTald, thanking the Ho'u~c 
for its resolution of sympathy. 

GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH. 
MINISTF..RlAL STATEMENT. 

The Hon. H. E. MANNING (Attor­
ney-General) [2.34]: I desire to inform 
the House that I have ascertained it to 
be the Governor's pleasure to be present 
here on Thursday next at 12 o'clock noon 
to make known the reasons for his Excel­
lency's calling Parliament together. 

House ad,journed at 2.35 p.m. until 
12 o'clock 110011 on Thursday. 

'l'uesday, 24 April, 1DJ4. 

Kew :.\Iember-Opeuing of Parliamcnt-.Adjcurranent 
(Go\'ernor'~ Openi1 g Speech). 

The House met at noon, pursuant to 
the proclamation of his Excellency the 
Governor summoning Parliament. 

~fr. SPEAKEn took the chair. 

The Clerk read the proclamation. 

NEW MEMBER. 

~Ir. SPEArrn'1{ reported that the writ 
j,.sued for the election of a member £or 
:Hamilton, in the room of the late :Major 
II. J. Connell, D.S.0., ~LC., had beeri 
returned endorsed with the name of 
\Villiam Edward Brennan. 

]\fr. Brennan took the oath and sub­
scribed the roll. 

OPENING OF PARLIAJ\LBJNT. 

The Usher of the Black Rod, beirn; 
admitted, delive1'ed a message, "That the 
Commissioners request the immediate 
attendance of this hon:ourable House in 
the Legislative Council · Chamber, to 
hear the Commission for the opening of 
Parliament read." 

The House went, and hon. membe:s 
having returned, 




