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Third Session of the Forty-Sixth Parliament-Opening of Session-Assent to Bills- 
Forestry Act (Revocation of Dedications)-Electoral District of Murray (Death 
of Mary Meillon: Issue of Writ)-Electoral District of Ku-ring-gai (Resignation 
of the Honourable John Clarkson Maddison, B.A., LL.B.: Issue of Writ)- 
Electoral District of Bankstown (Death of Nicholas Joseph Kearns: Issue of 
Writ)-Electoral District of Sturt (Resignation of Timothy Andrew Fischer, 
Vacant Seat)-Death of Harold Ernest Jackson (a former member of the 
Legislative Assembly)-Death of James Guy Dalley Arluns (a  former member 
of the Legislative Assembly)-Death of Arthur Edward Greenup (a former 
member of the Legislative Assembly)-Death of the Honourable Mark Gosling 
(a former Minister of the Crown)-Death of Mary Meillon (Member for 
Murray) -Death of Nicholas Joseph Kearns (Member for Bankstown)- 
Adjournment. 

THlRD SESSION OF THE FORTY-SIXTH PARLIAMENT 

The House nlet at noon, pursuant to the proclamation of His Excellency the 
Governor. 

Mr Speaker (The Hon. Lawrence Borthwick Kelly) took the chair. 

Mr Speaker offered the Prayer. 

The Clerk read the proclamation. 

OPENING OF SESSION 

The Usher of the Black Rod, being adtnitted, delivered a message from His 
Excellency the Goverilor requesting the immediate attendance of this honourable House 
in the &egicl:.iive Council Chamber. 

T h e  Houre M J P I F ~ ,  urlcl horzortmhle mcrnherr hnvirzg rctliri?ed, 

[Mi. SpeirKrr l e f t  tlze chair at I 2 p . r n  T h e  Hoilre ressl~rzed nt 2.30 p.r~z.1 
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ASSENT TO BILLS 

Royal assent to the following bills of the previous session reported: 

Dairy Industry Marketing (Amendment) Bill 

Pastures Protection (Amendment) Bill 

Soil Conservation (Amendment) Bill 

Ba~ilkham I-Hills Shire Council (Norfolk Place Public Reserve Land 
Sale) Bill 

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 

Constitution (Amendment j Bill 

Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation (Constitution) Amend- 
ment Bill 

Public Works (Amcndment) Bill 
Contracts Review Bill 

District Court (Contracts Review) Amendment Bill 

Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation (Amendment) Bill 
Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust Bill 

State Emergency Services and Civil Defence (Amendment) Bill 

Stock Diseases (Amendment) Bill 
Waste Disposal (Amendment) Bill 
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill 
Coroners Bill 

Child Welfare (Coroners) Amendment Bill 
Coal Mines Regulation (Coroners) Amendment Bill 
Fire Brigades (Coroners) Amendment Bill 
Jury (Coroners) Amendment Bill 
Liquor (Amendment) Bill 
Physiotherapists Registration (Coroners) Amendment Bill 

Prisons (Coroners j Amendment Bill 
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Coroners) Amend- 

ment Bill 
Education Commission Bill 
Miscellaneous Acts (Education Commission) Repeal and Amend- 

ment Bill 
Meat Industry (Amendment) Bill 
Registered Clubs (Amendment) Bill 
Gaming and Betting (Registered Clubs) Amendment Bill 
Associated General Contractors Tnsurance Company Limited Bill 
Anti-Discrimination (Amendment) Bill 
Anti-Discrimination (Education Commission) Amendment Bill 
Defamation (Anti-Discrimination) Anlendment Bill 
Statutory and Other Ofices Remuneration (Anti-Discrimination) 

Amendment Bill 
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Art Gallery of New South Wales Bill 

Liquor (Ant Gallery of New South Wales) Amendment Bill 
Courts of Putty Sessions (Civil Claims) i i ~ n c ~ ~ d m c ~ ~ t  Bill 

Frustr~led Contrrcts (Petty Sessionsf Amendment Bilt 
Crii-ries (ire-~zndrnenl) Bill 
Govc~ni~lent altd RcIated Employees Appeal Tribunal Bill 
BEeclricity Co~.imission (Aptseal 7 rlbucal) Amendanent B ~ l l  
hdustrial Arbirrat;on (Appc; 3 Tr'i-t:(l?l) Arrendment 13111 

Judges' S"cixions (R~pe3E 7'rli)rrizal) Arnendme~rt Bill 

IPolicc Rsgrrlaticin (A1;egrtions of Misconduct) Appeal T~i"sunal 
(Amendment) Bill 

Poiice Regulation (A~peals)  Appeal Tr~bunal (Amendment) Bill 
Police Regulation (Priority Lists) Amendment Bill 

Public Servicc (Appeal Tribunal) Amendment Bill 
Statutory end Other Ofices Remuneration (Appeal Tribunal) 

Amendment Bill 
Supreme Court (Appeal! Tribunal) Anlendmcnt Bill 
Teaching Service (Appeal Tribunal) Arnendinent Bill 
Govcrnn~ent Railways (Superannuation) Amendment Bill 

Hunter Valley Conservation Trust (Amendment) Bill 
Industrial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill 
Matraville Oil Refinery Bill 
New South Wales Institute of Psychiatry (Amendn~elat) Bill 
Public Transport Commissioil (Loans) Amendment Bill 
Land Cornmi. iion (Tcrnpor ary Financial Accommodation ) Amend- 

ment Bill 
Superannuation (Amendment) Bill 
Building and Construction Trtdu.;ti y Long Service Payments (it~vest- 

rnent) Amei~dment Bill 
Statutory and Other Ofices Rein~tneration (Srtpcranl~tratioil) Alil~i13- 

ment Bill 
Weight; and Measures (A~nendrnent) Bill 

Liquor (Weights and Measures) Amendment Bill 

Adoption of Children (Amendineill) Bill 

Local Governnlcilt (Amendnaent) Bill 

~Vunicipal Council of Sydney Electric Lighting (Amendment) Bill 

Public Health (Local Governn~ent) Amendment Bill 

Land and Environment Court (Amendment) Bill 

Mining (Amendment) Bill 

Motor Vehicle Repairs Bill 

Motor Dealers (Motor Vehicle Repairs) Amendment Bill 

Statutory and Other Offices Renlui~eration (Motor Vehicles Repairs) 
Amendment Bill 
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National Parks and JVildl;ie (State Recreation Areas) Amendment Bill 
SVorlrers' Compensation (Amendment) Biil 
Coal and Oil Shale h l f i~c  Worl,crs (Supc~anil~~ation) Amcildmeilt Bill 
Drug and Akcuhoi Axtho~ity Bill 

S I 'TL~~~TV ' ,  d 011101 Oficcs BPe~-ilu~~~~atiorl (Drug and Alcohol 
/xriihoAiry) Amcndmcnt Bill 

ITny Weir Bill 
l ii-loria: Hoaises B21 
E?izat-cth Bay 11711 . --i Ti,,;- a" 33iifi 
I,iquor (Historic Houses) A~irzn&nent Bill 

Mziiionai Pat ks :rnd Wi:d;ife (8J;iucTase PHouse) Amendment Bill 
lt~iiustlial i2rb;lrntion (Oil Ir~duslry) Amendmei~l Bill 
1-cgaI Pr nctitioners (F tirihcr ilmcrzd~rrerit) Bill 

Pnrlianxenlary Comlnltlec~ Enabling Bill 
Police Rcgulaticn (Priority Lisis n:id Appeals) Amendment Bill 
i'risons (Amendmer2t and Vnlnclation) Biil 

Public lIospiials (Amendment) Bill 
Softwood Forestry Agreement Ratification B111 

Stamp Duties (Alnenclment) Bill 
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill 
Education Conllnission (Amendment) Bill 
Transport Authorities Bill 
Audit (Transport Authorities) h~nendmcnt Bill 
Capital Debt Chargcs (Trailsport Authorities) Amendment Bill 
Government Railways (Amendment) Bill 

Statutory and Other Offices Remuneration (Transport Authorities) 
Amendlnent Bill 

Transport ( Amendment) Bill 

Transport Appcai Boards Bill 
Univcrsity of Newcastle (Ameildment)Biil 
hlacq-,~i\ric Ui-iiversity (L4rneadmei~t) Bill 
Univcrsity of New England (Amcnd113cnt) Bill 

FORESTRY ACT: REVOCATION OF DEDICATIONS 

Mr Speaker reported a co~nlnunication from His Excellency the Governor 
acknowledging receipt of the resolution adopted by the Legislative Assembly on 2nd 
April, 1980, regarding the revocatioll of the dedication of parts of certain state forests. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF MURRAY 

Death of Mary Meillon: Issue of Writ 

Mr Speaker reported the death on 9th June, 1980, of Mary Meillon, lately 
serving in the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales as member for the electoral 
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district of Murray; also that, in accordance with section 70 of the Parliamentary 
Electorates and Elections Act, 1912, he had issued a writ on 11th August, 1980, for 
the election of a member to serve in the Legislative Assembly for the electoral district 
of Murray in the room of Mary Meillon, deceased. and that such writ was returnable 
on or before 26th September, 1980. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF KU-RING-GAI 

Resignation of tlie Honourable John Clarkson Maddison, B.A., LL.B.: Issue of Writ 

Mr Speaker informed the House that on 4th J L I ~ ~ ,  1980, he had received a 
letter from the Kon. John Clarkson Maddison, B.A., LL.B., resigning his seat as 
member for the electoral district of ICu-ring-gai; also that, in accordance with section 
70 of the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1912, he had issued a writ for 
the election of a member to fill the vacancy. Mr Speaker informed the House further 
that such writ was returnable on or before 26th September, 1480. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF BANICSTOWN 

Death of Nicholas Joseph Kearns: Issue of Writ 

Mr Speaker reported the death on 24th July, 1980, of Nicholas Joseph Kearns, 
lately serving in the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales as member for the 
electoral district of Bankstown; also that, in accordance with section 70 of the Parlia- 
mentary Electorates and Elections Act, 1912, he had issued a writ on 11th August, 
1980, for the election of a member to serve in the Legislative Assembly for the 
electoral district of Bankstown in the room of Nicholas Joseph Kearns, deceased, and 
that such writ was returnable on or before 26th September, 1980. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF STURT 

Resignation of Timothy Andrew Fischer 

Mr SPEAKER: I have to inform the House that I have this day received a 
letter from Timothy Andrew Fischer resigning his seat as member for the electoral 
district of Sturt. 

Vacant Seat 

Motion (by Mr Ferguson) agreed to: 
That the seat of Timothy Andrew Fischer, Member for the Electoral 

District of Sturt, has become, and is now, vacant by reason of the resigna- 
tion therefrom by the said Timothy Andrew Fischer. 

DEATH OF HAROLD ERNEST JACKSON, A FORMER MEMBER 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Mr SPEAKER: It is with regret that I have to announce to the House the 
death of Ilarold Ernest Jackson, a former member of the Legislative Assembly, who 
represented the electorate of Gosford from 1950 to 1965. On behalf of the House 
I have extended to the family of the late gentleman the deep sympathy of members 
of the Legislative Assembly in the loss they have sustained. Will honourable members 
please stand as a mark of respect. 

Members and ojj5cers o f  the House stood in their places. 
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DEATH OF JAMES GUY DALLEY ARKINS, A FORMER MEMBER 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Mr SPEAKER: It is with regret that I have to announce to the House the 
death of James Guy Dalley Arkins, a former member of the Legislative Assembly, who 
represented the electorate of Castlereagh from 1915 to 1920, the electorate of St 
George from 1920 to 1927, the electorate of Rockdale from 1927 to 1930 and the 
electorate of Dulwich Hill from 1938 to 1941. On behalf of the House I have extended 
lo the family of the late gentleman the deep sympathy of members of the Legislative 
Assembly in the loss they have sustained. Will honourable members please stand as a 
mark of respect. 

Members nrzd ofiicers of the Noclse stood irz their places. 

DEATH OF ARTHUR EDWARD GREENUP, A FORMER MEMBER 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Mr SPEAKER: It is with regret that I have to inform the House of the death 
of Arthur Edward Greenup, a former member of the Legislative Assembly, who 
represented the electoral district of Newtown-Annandale from 1950 to 1953. On behalf 
of the House I have extended to the family of the late gentleman the deep sympathy of 
members of the Legislative Assembly in the loss they have sustained. Will honourable 
members please stand as a mark of respect. 

Men~bers and oficers o f  the House stood iiz their places. 

DEATH OF MARK GOSLING, A FORMER MINISTER OF THE CROWN 

Mr FERGUSON (Merrylands), Deputy Premier, Minister for Public Works 
and Minister for Ports [2.36]: I move: 

That this House extends to the family of Mark Gosling the deep 
sympathy of Members of the Legislative Assembly in the loss sustained by 
the death of Mark Gosling, a former Minister of the Crown. 

Mark Gosling, who served as Colonial Secretary in two of the three Lang ministries, 
died in May at the age of 94. After only a primary education, Mr Gosling became 
a painter and was vice-president of the Painters' Union from 1915 to 1918. He  was 
president of the Petersham and Homedale leagues of the Labor Party and president 
of the Barton federal electorate council. 

In 1915-16 Mr Gosling was chairman of the Petersham and districts anti- 
conscription campaign. He  was Labor member for St George for seven years, from 
20th March, 1920. He then represented Oatley from 1927 to 1930 and Kogarah from 
1930 to 1932. He lost his seat in the landslide victory of the Stevens Government in 
1932. In his maiden speech in 1920 he displayed his commitment to the cause of his 
fellow workers when he said: 

I believe in my class, right or wrong, and when 1 find that class 
fighting the battle of their lives all the ethics you can evoke will not prevent 
me from being on their side. 

Indicative of this attitude was his championing of the cause of the dismissed workers 
involved in the 1917 transport strike. Marli Gosling's parliamentary career embraced 
some of the most difficult and turbulent years in the political history of New South 
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Wales. He  was a consistent supporter of the Hon. J. T. Lnng, and served as Colonial 
Secretary ln two of the three Lnng r n ~ i i ~ s t r ~ ~ s .  'Tirst portfolio blought hrrn Into close 
contact wrth the clevastatlng socia! coi1sequerrc;s ot the Gieat De2ress.cn. The recolds 
of the Parliailientary Debates cieta~l hrs activ,tics, part~cularly Inosi: relating to fond 
relief and unenipioymcnt. 

MIS portfoiio e~~lbroileci him ;fi so?nc 01 the n:ost co~lt~ovetsiai iLucs of the 
pes~od. For cxampic, his portforio r r ~ c o r p a ~ ~ t c d  re~ponsibrlity for the police depart- 
ment. The Hon. 9. T. Lang, in his booL 2'izz T ~ i i  bzllerlt Ycnus, dctails haw he ~ n d  
Mr GosIii7g bcca~ne coilccrned at the ~ I L I U F ~ I V C  potential of the lllovernent 1i:lown as 
the Ncw iriaiird. 011 behalf of the Got.ern acn: I extend our deep sympathy Do his 
tlmrce son';. 

Mr MASON (D&bo), Leader of tEic Opposition [2.38]: 1 second the motion. 
The Opposit:on wishes to J G ~ I I  with tllc Governaent in expressing sympathy to the 
family of the kbor~. Marlc Gosling who, as the Deputy Premier has said, held the 
distiilguishe~l ofice of Colonial Secrctaiy in this Parliament. Mr Gosling was born in 
Birmingham in 1865. Wc migated to Piustrali:~ and became a painter and building 
contmctor, subsecjuei~t!y becoming vice-president of the Painters' Union in 19 15. He 
was deeply involved in Labor Party affairs and at various times held the position of 
president of the Barton federal electorate cou~tcil and a member of the central executive 
of the local party. His interesting political in\~olvernent included cl~airmanship of the 
Petersham and district anti-conscription campaign in 1915 and 1916. I am sure honour- 
ab:e members wo~lld have soine picture in their minds of those turbulesit days and 
of the lneetings and turmoil that surrounded a position such as that held by Mr 
Gosling. 

During his distinguished parlianleiltary career, which began in 1920, Mr Gosling 
represented the electorates of St George, Oatley and Kogarah. As well, he served for 
a period as a Legislative Councillor. Mr Gosling, who was a man of strong moral 
belief, belonged to the Industrial Christian Fellowship Council and was an active 
member of the Church of Englai7d. 1 was intrigued to read in the parliamentary record 
this dcscriptioit of Mr Gosling by hirnself: "Teetotaller, Freernaso~i and Church of 
England". I should imagine that this ii~iercstillg description would not fit too many 
members of this Parliament. 

As the Deputy Premier has said, Mr Gosliilg lived during a time of trciuzndorrs 
political upheaval in this State. He was i~lvolved in some ol the most dlamatic 
political clashes witilcssed in this Chamber. IVIernbers who in this era share lil the 
comparative hiish of such occzsions will fixid in thc Hai7snrrt of those days a record of 
the tremei~dous feeling, corlflict and controversy that surrounded the years when h/Hr 
Gosling playcd a significant role in his party under the leadership of i h ~  Premier, 
then Mr Jack Lang. It was a time of economic depression and of great social cl-ialiei~ge. 
Mr Gosling served his party and the Parliarnei~t to the utmost of his ability. The 
Opposition joins with the Government in expressing to all members of his family 
deepest sympathy 011 his passii~g. 

IkIr CRABTREE (ICogarah), iMinister for Police and Minirter for Services 
[2.42]: I take this opportuliity to join with the Acting Premier and the Leader of the 
Oppositioil in conveying to the relatives of the late Mark Gosling my personal sympathy 
on this sad occasion. I joined the Labor Party because of Mark Gosling. No finer 
man ever graced the halls of this Parliament. My late father was his campaign director 
in Sans Souci. Mark Gosling was a fine man, and as other speakers have said, a man 
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of responsibility. UnPortunately, the years when he was a member here wele turbulent, 
especially for the Labor Party. During that time quite a lot of things occurred for 
which haark Coslii~g was not rcsponsrble. He was elected to Parl~anlent as a mcrnber 
for St Geergc under the 5-member elcctorate system. P i  is strange that another 
of thc members of that 5-member coilstituency was Mr Arkics in respect of whom 
earlier today this House passed a n~otion of condolence. 

Mark Gosling will be remembered iocaily for his work in pres.;ing for many 
~anpravcmenks in the St Gcorgc district. He was successful in acquiring the p~esent site 
for Sydney Technical Nigh School in Forest Road, Bexley. 1 am sure that anany 
tlroas~nds of sti,dents of that school wornld pay tribute to the iorcthaught of Mr Gosling. 
Also, he agitated for the co~aslrusiion of the Tempe-East Hills railway iirlc which toclay 
serves a quarter of a m;llion people of this expanhl~ng metlopolls. I feel a pelsonnl 
loss, for when 9 became a n~crilbcr of Parilalrrent in 1953 my f:~thcr, when i r~ l rod t~c i~~g  
Mr Gosling to me, said, ""Iwnnt you to meet one of the finest men who ever came 
to the Mew Soul11 Walcs Parii~rneizl; he can pass on to you a Irt~le of h ~ s  trainrng". 
Without any se im of ego, 1 believc I was well traiaecl by Mar6 Gosiicg, \.iho taught 
me most of the tricks of the political track that I know. 

In 1927, Mark Gosling became a Minister of the Crown, holding the porhlolio 
of Colonial Secretary. By a strange quirk of fate the room I have iil the building 
on the corner of Bridge and Macquarie streets is the one thnt Mark Gosling occupied 
as Colonial Secretary. One of his ministerial responsibilities was the police force, 
and I am sure he handled that task with as much efficiency as does the present 
incumbent of that area of responsibility. I am extremely proud that the first member 
for the Kogarah electorate, which was constituted in 1930, was Mark Gosling. I am 
deeply honoured to hold a seat that was initially represented by Mark Gosling. To 
his sons, whom P knew very well, and other relatives 1 extend the deep sympathy of 
Mrs Crabtree and myself. 

Meinbers nrzd officers o f  the Nozlse star?cling in their places, 

Motion agreed to. 

DEATH O F  MARY MEILLON, MEMBER FOR MURRAY 

Mr FERGUSON (Merrylands), Deputy Premier, Minister for Public Works and 
Minister for Ports [2.46]: I move: 

(1) That this House desires to place on record its sense of the loss 
this State has sustained by the death of Mary Meillon, Member for Mtirray. 

(2) That Mr Speaker convey to the family of Mary Meillon the 
deep sympathy of Members of the Legislative Assembly in the loss sustained. 

Mary Meillon was a member of this House for almost seven years, succeeding her 
father the late Joe Lawson, who was member for Murray from 1932 until his death 
in August 1973. Mrs Meillon was elected on 6th October, 1973. Educated at 
Deniliquin High School and Hornsby Girls High School, Mrs Meillon was employed as 
a stenographer with the Water Conservetion and Irrigation Commission. a secretary 
with the Farmers and Graziers Co-operative Company, a stenographer with the High 
Court, and a secretary on the staff of the New South Wales Parliament for seven 
years. She had a close association with the Country Womens Association, school 
committees and primary producer organizations. 
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Much of Mrs Meillon's success has been put down to the fact that she had the 
comnlon touch and cared deeply for country people, in particular country womcn. 
This concern for country people, and particularly the people of the Murray electorate, 
was illustrated in her maiden speech when she established herself as a fighter for the 
people of the Murray Valley and for the importance of the Murray River to the 
people of the State. In particular, she highlighted the serious problems of salinity and 
pollt~tion in the Murray. 

In her seven years of parliamentary service she continued to be closely interested 
in a range of other issues affecting country people, including bush fire damage, plague 
locust infestation, water resources legislation, prickly-pear legislation, and wine grape 
processing legislation. I11 addition to these activities she served in this Parlianlent on 
the Library Committee, the Printing Committee, and as a member of the Select 
Committee Upon Aborigines. On behalf of the Government I extend to her husband 
Mr Keith Herber, her two daughters and her four grandchildren the sympathy of the 
Government at their deep loss. 

Mr MASON (Dubbo), Leader of the Opposition 12.481: I second the motion. On 
this occasion of sadness Opposition members join with the Government to express their 
deep personal loss following the death of Mrs Mary Meillon, and to extend sympathy to 
her husband Mr Keith Herber, her daughters Beth and Robin, and their families. Mary 
Meillon was born at Deniliquin in October 1919. She was educated at Deniliquin High 
School and later at Hornsby Girls High School. She has always had her heart in the 
southwest of New South Wales. Mary had been the member for Murray since 1973. 
She was one of the two women in the Legislative Assembly in the present Parliament. 

Mary Meillon was an active member of the Deniliquin Liberal Party. Between 
1948 and 1954 she lived in Queensland where she was actively associated with Liberal 
Party activities. Mary was elected to represent Murray at a by-election following the 
death of her father Mr Joe Lawson, who held the seat for over forty years. It was a 
great disappointment to members on this side of the House-I imagine that all 
members share this sentiment-that our late colleague did not achieve one of her 
ambitions, that by late 1981 the combined services of her father and herself in this 
Parliament and of family service to the people of the Murray region would reach and 
pass the half century. She looked forward to making this indelible mark in the 
records of this Parliament, but it was not meant to be. 

Mary Meillon made a valuable contribution as a supporter of the LiberaI- 
County party Government between 1973 and 1976, and later she had an important role 
in Opposition. Despite serious personal illness, and with great courage, she continued 
to represent her constituents in Parliament. One of her most outstanding characteristics, 
and one that I admired, was a complete and absolute dedication to the electorate of 
Murray. She lived and breathed for the Murray electorate and the problems of its 
people. All her energies and efforts were devoted to the service of the people in her 
electorate. 

Though an outstanding local member, she had to contend with more problems 
than most representatives of country electorates. Because of its geography, Murray 
is one of the most difficult electorates to service. It extends along the Murray River 
and into the Western Division. She overcame those difficulties with ease and still 
found time to involvc herself in the personal lives of a great number of people. Mary 
was not just a local member; she was also a friend to her constituents. 
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Honourable members will recall that prior to her election to Parliament Mary 
Meillon worked for seven years as an amanuensis to a number of members in the 
days before we were provided with full-time electorate secretaries. I know that the 
former members for Burwood and Vaucluse, David Hunter and Keith Doyle, 
appreciated her efficiency and capabilities in attending to electorate matters. It should 
be remembered also that when the late Joe Lawson was the member for Murray, Mary 
acted as a personal link between him and the people of the southwest, and on many 
occasions was referred to as the acting member. 

During her years in the House, Mary took an active interest in the problems of 
water conservation and salinity in the Murray River. In December 1977 she was 
appointed Liberal Party spokesman on conservation and water resources. She always 
battled for the small farmer, the disadvantaged, and for improvements in education 
and child welfare. During the years in which Mary Meillon was associated with this 
Parliament, both before and after her election, she was respected for her pleasant nature, 
devotion and electorate abilities. Even though her work took much of her time, she 
placed great emphasis on the importancc of her family, both as a mother and grand- 
mother. She saw family life as the basis for achievements in other spheres. 

In the Murray area, the Lawson-Meillon legend will be remembered as the 
family maintained close contacts with the people and community organizations, includ- 
ing local councils, Country Women's Association branches and primary producer 
groups. She will be sadly missed in this Chamber. As a representative of a country 
electorate, I know that rural New South Wales has lost a good friend. 

From the time of Mrs Meillon's election in 1973 ~ultil in 1978 she was joined 
by the honourable member for Vaucluse she sat in this Parliament as the only woman 
member of the Legislative Assembly. However, being the sole female member was 
not a situation in which she revelled or of which she took Xl~arlizge. Mary sat in 
the House as an equal, and was treated as an equal by her colleagues. At the same 
time, her presence did much to inlprove the position of women in politics in New South 
Wales. The record books would show the part she played in winning a place for 
women in this Legislative Assembly. 

Towards the end of Mary Meillon's life I visited her on many occasions in 
hospital and never came away without being deeply moved by her courage in over- 
coming the pain she was suffering; a courage that cxtended throughout her whole life. 
that was exemplified in all she did, and that led to the respect we all had for her. 
Members of the Opposition, particularly those of the Liberal Party, mourn her, I<nom ing 
that we share with all honourable members grief in the loss of a fine person. 

Mr GORDON (M~~rrurnbidgee), Minister for Lands, Minister for Forests and 
Minister for Water Resources 12.561: 1 join with thc Deputy Premier, Minister for 
Public Works and IlIinister for Ports, and all other honourable members in supporting 
this expression of condolence lo the family of the late Maiy Mcillon. My first meeting 
with Mary RIeillon occurred when Mr A1 Grassby was a nlember of this Parliarneitt 
ai.d Mrs Meillon worlted as his amanuc~~sis PI1 always spoke of Mary in glowing 
tcrms, adrniring her efficiency and encrgy. Electoraliy, the Former member for Murray 
TV"IS my next door ni-ighboilr. Our two clectoralei; mcp~t~seni the State'& I - i y r p e ?  i r ~ ; g z f i ~ i ~  
:nlrestment :incl betwecn thcm grow ncally all the -ice prodiiccd in Qr~str*iiia, 1s vie11 
as a. variety of summer crops TKc two elccbo~aieq share threz rnajor prol~icn~s: water 
s ~ ~ p p l y ,  drkiinagc anci saliwty Notwitlistanding our- d;Rrrent p a i y  nf i i i a t io r~c ,  we cam- 
biped to initi,jic eL"io~ts to a ~ 1 - 7 ;  tlio e p-t>bicil~c, 



Mary Meillon, like her father before her, could be relied upon to support water 
conservation projects anywhere in the State, although naturally her special interc, ~t was 
the Murray River. From the start of her political career, she never missed an oppor- 
tunity to bring to the notice of the government of the day the needs of the people of 
her electorate. In her maiden speech in this Chamber on 7th August, 1974, she spolte 
at length about the magnitude of the river after which the electorate is named. On 
that occasion she brought to the attention of the House two grave problems that were 
affecting many settlers in the southern Riverina irrigation districts, namely, the serious 
salting of soil in the Wakool irrigation district and the drainage problems of the 
Berriquin district. Though her urgent plea for remedial measures seemed to fall on 
deaf ears at that time, it must be comforting to Mrs Meillon's family to know that she 
lived to see works that will restore the soils to FuII productive capacity in the course of 
construction. 

Tile first stage of the \Valtool-Tullaltool saline control works was begull in 
1978-79. This involved the lowering of ground water levcls beneath an sea ol- about 
13 900 hectares of salt airected irrigation forms by pumping saline ground water from 
24 tube ivells through a 45 ltilomelre system of pipcs lo a solar evaporation area. 
Mrs Meillon was present at the opening of the saline control works at Buronga last 
year and had followed closely developments in the drainage worlis for tile Berriqriiil 
district. Mary MeiIion was always iil close touch with the people of her electorate. 
She was affeetiol~atcly known to her constituents as the Murray lass. iP/Iary bad 
a great love for the Murray River and the people livri-ig along it, and thcy returned 
her sentiments. P extcnd my sincere synlpathy to Mrs Me~llon's family. 

Mr PUNCH (Gloucesber), Leader of the Cotmtry Party r2.591: 1 join with the 
Deputy Premier, Minister for P~ablic Works and Minister for Ports, the Leader of the 
Opposition, anct the Minister for Lands, Minister for Forests and Minister for Water 
Resources in expressing to Mr Keith Herber and Mrs Meillon's two daughters our 
sincere sympathy in their loss. 1 express condolences also to the other members of 
her family, her brothers, whom a number of members have met over the years, and 
their families. Mrs Meillon was the first woman in twenty years to be elected to this 
House. That was a creditable achievement. Many honourable members and members 
of the public are of the opinion that too few womcn enter the Parliament, but those 
who do usually make a considerable contribution to its deliberations. 

Mrs Meillon carried out her duties with great dedication, particularly during 
the long illness that culminated in her death, when she exhibited fortitude and earned 
the respect of all of us. When P visited the electorate of Murray reccirtly I was keenly 
aware that the mcrnoty of Mrs Meillon that ~e:ilaineJ in ti;(: mirids of iiiost people in 
the area was the priority she gave to the weifare of the indiqidaal elector. Tliett was 
her prime concern. Many hoi~o~trable mcn~beis put their clectors first and give them 
precedence over every othcr responsibility. Mary Meillon did thst. 

The dis;azrce across the elcctorate, cab: to west, is about 403 miles. It rutls along 
the Murray River. No connecting rail or air services exist. The only links between 
towns within the elcctorate arc by road. To  cover ihc electorate is a formidable task and 
most tiring for an honourable nlernbes who r~rust eravet over large distances. Yet, Mary 
Meillon did that over the period she held the seat, as d1d her father before her. 
All my co?l:abues in the Count~y Party otTer their siraccre sympalhy in the loss or 
Mrs PvIeil:ol. The forincr honourable ~ r ~ e ~ ~ t b e r  for Srt:lt, who reigned J L P ~ L  ihis 
morning, has asked me Lo include him in the nrcssage of condolence to Mr Hlerber and 
to the me~~rbers of the farniiy. M~bemkers of the Ceunir ? ~ ~ t y  ' i 7 ; d l  15 be a ~ s o ~ i a i c d  
with the words of other honourable nrenrbcrs who have spoken in thia motion of 
condolence. 
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Mr K. J. STEWART (Canterbury), Minister for Health [3.2]: 1 join with other 
honourable members in paying my respects to the family of the late Mary Meillon. 
I do so for a couple of personal reasons. I had not long been a member of the 
Parliament when Mary MeiIIon became my amanuensis. She looked after me and also 
Mr A1 Grassby. Mary first joined the amanuensis staff as a casual and worked in a 
temporary capacity, called in when other staff members were absent through illness or 
for other reasons. Later, whcn a permanent position became available, there was some 
reluctallce on the part of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly to appoint Mary 
Meillon, because her father was a sitting Country Party menlber and she would be 
working permanently for mcmbers of other political parties. All those honoirrable 
members Lor whom she worked, as well as many other honourable members, approached 
the Clerk of the Legislative Asse~nbly and expressed their manifest trust in her honesty 
and integrity. They pointed out that her appointment to the permallelat staf~ would 
be applauded by all ltonoilrable mcmbcas. 1 atn happy to say that slre lsecanle a 
permanent member of the amanuensis staii. fionourabie members reposed trust in 
Mary because of the loyal way in whrch shs looked after ail those on her panel. 
Evcrybocly Ioved her. Sh,: was s great rncrnbcr of this House. 

Mary PYfeillon looked after kcr electorate with incredible care. Milch of hsr 
associatioil with the eclcctorate, and her knowledge and experience in it, came from 
caring for the political affairs of her father while hc was the mcmber for 'vdurray. 
In  October 1973 Mary fo!iowed family tradition when she succccdeci her fathcr as 
tdic rnenlber for the electorate of Murray. She won the seat in the face of almost 
impossible political odds. That was n iesd,imony also to the loyalty and trust people had 
in the Lawson family and the dedication they had for P,%asy. 

Mary was a great supporter of the dental technicians of New South Wales, 
as hcr father had atso becn. Mary Followed his cxample. She believed that dental 
technicians should be afforded chairsidc status. She was highly delighted in April 1978 
when by the passing of the Dental Technicians Registration (Amendment) Rill chair- 
side statrrq was extended to dental technicians in this State. In the galiery today sits 
Mr Reg Scott, the president of the Dental Technicians Association of New South Wales. 
His presence indicates the respect of his association Por Mary Meillon. I thank him 
for his attendance during this condolence motion. The Parliament doubtless welcomes 
a representative from such an organization attending here this afternoon to show respect 
for the late Mary Meillon. We all loved Mary very much. We shall miss her. She 
and her father gave much to the traditions of the Parliament of New South Wales. 

Mr CAMERON (Morthcott) r3.51: 1 want to pay my own warm personal 
tributc to Mary Meillon. 9 got to  know Mary originally in the years when she served as 
an  ,tn~ii~rieilsis nil the staff of this Parliament. T think P got to know her best in mure 
rercrit times v~hcit we so often sat together on that back bench. During late night 
sittings we wo:.ld cor?versc iogeilaer, d~mollsirating between ourselves a comnlonality of 
approach to this Parliament at work. Though the remarks we sometimes made to each 
o~hcv s7rci l l 7 7 ~ f  al~vajrs havc k e e n  fl?ftcrini: to this institution, Mary Meillon loved 
illis P~rli?.  xr:t and reyrc4-d it r c  an kcnovr to participate in serving here. As one of 
her pyi~f:l-il-nt.~y C O I : ~ ? - . L I ~ ~ .  1 w?r-it to i6rllt;fy s"onrlv wilh tihat Goverilmeat 
members h ~ v e  \?id aL.o.1.t her. The Dzouty Prelnizr ha.; spoken of her Raving had a 
c n ~ n ~ r ~ o r ~  torlctl. 711ele c;ln be : i>-cI~,t~iy 1'0 c!oiii?t that  t i l i ~  v,as o,ic of hcr 
C'i-tir~gtri;hiill: characteristics. 

EYi91y 7ttc;I/o11 saw pcople as individuals and she identified with them. There 
was nmcr any 1;ii;d of elcinent i-1 her thoityhts that she was a parliamentarian and so 
was elevated above the people s l ~ c  wap elcctcd tc Q C ~ V ~ .  She stoocl with thml  ,ahso!:~tely 
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on the same horizontal plane, feeling that she was serving for their benefit. Also I want 
to identify with what the Minister for Health has said about Mrs Meillon. The Minister 
said that she was a person who generated in others implicit trust in herself. I was par- 
ticularly warmed by what he said about the attitude that Labor members displayed 
towards her when she was an amanuensis of this Parliament. Honourable members 
will recall that when Mary Meillon first became a member of this Parliament she was 
hailed by the media outstandingly because she was a woman; that she came into this 
Parliament as the first woman member for twenty years; that she came here as a fifty- 
three-year-old grandmother; and that she was only the fourth woman to be elected to 
thi.; Chamber. Her own approach to herself was so different. She did not identify 
herself as being different from other honourable members because she was a woman 
and, at that time-before the honourable member for Vaucluse joined us-the only 
woman member in this Chamber. She saw herself as one of the ninety-nine members 
of this House. 

It was Mary Meillon's attitude to the family unit and her wholesome and very 
cohesive view of society-men and women together in it-that most commended 
itself to me. I can remember when she was interviewed by the news media soon after 
becoming a member of this House. On that occasion she was questioned about a number 
of things and she was quoted in this simple way: No, she told one interviewer, she did 
not support women's liberation, nor did she necessarily oppose it. Her belief was that 
if a woman wanted to carry a banner and did not interfere with anyone else's rights, 
she should be allowed to  do so. But, if a woman wanted to stay at home she should 
be allowed that right also. 

Mary Meillon was, before being a parliamentarian, a mother and a grand- 
mother; she was a wonderful. superb person whom I admired enormously. I admired her 
humility and the fact that she did not pretend to master the intricacies of this House. 
If she was in difficulties, she was frank enough to approach somebody else for assist- 
ance, and 1 was proud that 0x1 a number of occasions she came to me. When she had a 
dimcult speech to make she would get the advice of other people in order that she 
could better carry forward her central mission in life. That was not just to serve 
women in the community, though she did that magnificently, incidentally to being a 
parliamentarian. 

Mary Meillon was committed to serving, above all, country interests, to being an 
expression of the country voice, the country feeling and country sensitivities and, 
particrtlarly, that segment of the country that was so precious to her-the Murray. Mr 
Spcaker, 1 can remember when Mary Meillon made her maiden speech. I was seated 
where you are sitting now, and I recall the impact that her maiden speech had 
upon me as she unfolded in detail her love for the Murray River. She was absolutely 
committed to her own family, which included the Lawson family, and to families in 
g-ncral. 

1 always had the warmest and deepest admiration for Mary Mcil!on's father, 
Joe Lawson, who served in this Parliament before her. He  was a man of great 
humanity. When 4 came into this Chamber in 1968 as a young and ~mtried member, 
31 apprccinled the paternal a n d  hc lp f~~ l  approach of Jo t  Lawson, whom I often niet in 
s l ~ a r ~ g e  places in this building where 1 had conversations with him. I shall not detail 
those places. H e  extended to me a warmness and affection tlaat was most helpful. 
1 join sirilnqly in the trlbrrl-c that this House will tindouhtedly carry u n a n i ~ ~ ~ o c s l ~  to 
Mnr v MeiIkm-a fine parliamentarian but, above all, n magnificent lady, 
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Mrs FOOT (Vaucluse) [3.11]: I join with previous speakers in paying tribute 
to Mary Meillon. Though I did not know her for as long as other members who have 
spoken today, I found her to be a woman of q~tiet courage and great dignity. She 
was what many women are striving to be today-a working woman and a family 
woman. She achieved both because she had a sense of proportion and a sense of 
humour. Also, she had the art of gentle reproof, which all who enter this Chamber 
should have. I experienced it early in my service in this Parliament when I attended 
one of the functions that it falls to the lot of parliamentarians' wives and women 
parliamentarians to attend. Sonleone said to me, "Are you the only woman in the 
Ho~1se? ' I  said, "No, there are two of us; the other is Mary Meillon." Mary said, 
"No, the other woman is you, Rosemary." I pay tribute to1 Mary Meillon and I 
extend deepest sympathy to her family. 

Mr ICEAWE (Woronora) [3.12]: As chairman of the Select Committee upon 
Aborigines, I pay tribute to the memory of Mary Meillon. She was a keen and 
energetic worker on that committee. Shc never failed to attend its meetings. I recall 
that when tlze committee was interstate Mary first gave indications of being unwell, 
Nevertheless, she insisted on continuing with the work of the committee. Mrs Meillon 
raised before the con~mittee the important matter of Aboriginal people having land 
that may be adversely affected by development. It was because of her iuitiative in that 
regard that the committee took action to ensure that Aboriginal people who may be 
adversely affected by development over which they had no control would be safe- 
guarded. I shall always remember that initiative of Mrs Meillon. 

Mr ROZZOLI (Rawkesbury) [3.14]: 1 join with other honourable members 
in expressing my sympathy to Mrs Mary Meillon's family. I feel a certain kinship 
with her bccause I entered this Parliament following a by-election in the same year 
although at the opposite end of the year, as Mrs Meillon became a member. She 
could probably be described as being the most elected member of this Parliament, 
having faced four elections in five years. That must be close to a record. As other 
honourable members have intimated, Mrs Meillon set a wonderful example to all of 
us in the type of work that a local member should undertake. She had an extraordinary 
capacity to relate personally to people in her electorate. In recent weeks, as I have 
moved through her electorate, tying up some loose ends 011 her behalf, I have been 
conscious of the high regard in which everyone held her, irrespective of political 
convictions. That is the greatest accolade that any member of Parliament can be 
given. 

Mary Mellioll carried on the tradition of her father, Joe Lawson. That was not 
surprising, for throughout Joe's long career Mary campaigned and worked with him, 
They had an extremely close relationship. In Joe Lawson's latter years he knew that 
his continua~lce in this Parlianl~ent was due in no small mmeasure to the energy and 
work of his daughter. Between them, they gave this House almost fifty years of 
falniiy service. Perhaps Mary's greatest disappointment was that she was not spared 
to stay in the Parliament loilg enough to notch up those magic fifty years. 

Mary Meillon had a great appreciation of the di,pity and tradition of Parlia- 
ment and its procedures. She brought a special dignity to party meetings and to the 
standard of lailguage that was h'mdied round in them. It was typical of her that she 
did not tolerate behaviour or the use of language that she considered undignified in 
the often strained, heated and controversial atmosphere of party meetings. That w a  

4 
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the degree of dedication that she brought to every aspect of her work. She was a 
lovely lady. I am sure that d l  honourable members will join in expressing sympathy to 
her family, to her husband Keith and her daughters Robin and Beth. Beth is a 
constituent of mine. That is another tie that I feel I have with Mrs Meillon's family. 
I extend to them my sympathy and that of my wife. 

Mr TAYLOR (Temora) 13.171: I join with the Deputy Premier, Minister for 
Public Works and Minister for Ports, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the 
Country Party, Ministers and other speakers in extending sympathy to the fanlily of 
Mrs Mary Meillon. I do so for a personal reason. Naturally, being the honourable 
member for Murray, she was deeply concerned with the people of her electorate and 
was interested in the irrigation areas and districts. I had some contact with Mary 
Meillon in another context, for she displayed tremendous interest in and synlpathy 
for residents of the Western Division and other western areas of this State. She 
travelled considerable distances to attend functions and meetings so that she could 
make a contribution to solving the problems of persons living in isolated areas. On the 
last occasion I saw her I knew that she was not well but I did not know how sick she 
was. She had travelled a long way to attend a meeting in the Western Division, to 
support what others were trying to do to improve the lot of the residents. I remember 
well that it was not an easy day for any of us; it was a hot summer's day, but she 
saw the meeting through. It was not until her funeral when I was talking to her 
brother that I learned how much she had suffered that day. I can say only that she 
did not show it. She made a contribution towards solving the problems of the people 
she believed in. I join with other honourable members in extending sympathy to her 
family. I am proud of having known someoile who had the courage to attend a 
function under adverse conditions and to demonstrate that as a parliamentarian she 
cared for the people out there. 

Mr MOORE (Gordon) [3.20]:  I speak to this motion on behalf of my wife 
and for myself and my electorate secretary, who for a number of years worked with 
Mary Meillon, or Tibby as she was known, when she was a parliamentary amanuensis. 
My electorate secretary and her amanuensis colleagues of the late Mary Meillon would 
wish to have their sympathy conveyed to her family. When I first met Mary 
in 1976 she was somewhat suspicious of me for I was then young, tall and 
bearded, and apparently these attributes did not entirely accord with her ideas of 
the physical appearance of a male member of parliament. On some seven or eight 
occasions during the past three years I travelled with her in her electorate and came 
to know her well. When I was last with her in the Murray electorate in 1979 she 
made clear her pride in what she was able to achieve for her constituents. She said 
that her election to this House following a by-election and her return to it at a general 
election soon afterwards had been achieved as Joe Lawson's daughter, but in the 
subsequent elections she was elected in her own right as Mary Meillon, rather than 
in her father's shadow. 

Early this year when Mary was in hospital I had the great pleasure to represent 
her at the Wakool debutantes ball where a number of young ladies aged 16 and 17 
were presented to me. By reason of the generation gap, at times even I have difficulty 
in comm~inicating with young people, and this problem could be even greater for 
people of Mary's age. Nevertheless, the young ladies and their partners, irrespective of 
their fanlily political background, Liberal, Labor or Country Party, made known 
their aKection for Mary Meillon. She had the love of all her coilstituents irrespective 
of the way they volcd. Her philosophy was symbolized by the logo of a paddle 
stcanier ai.d the words "Murray Lasa" on the driver's door of the cars she drove in 
Sydney and ii: I-ner electorate. The only sign of anger I ever saw displayed by Mary 
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Meillon was over a matter of discrimination against women in this Parliament. I am 
delighted to see that it has been removed in the new building. She jocularly remarked 
that all the conveniences were labelled "members" or "ladies" and she was in two 
minds whether she should assert her right as a member of this establishment and 
use the members' conveniences. 

Mr HATTON (South Coast) 13.241: I wish to record my sorrow at the passing 
of Mary Meillon. I did not know her as a member of the Liberal Party as I do not 
attend that party's meetings but I came to appreciate her qualities when she travelled 
to my electorate. I wondered how she coped with a constituency that is twice as 
lengthy as the 200 miles that my electorate extends. Mary had a love of people. 
During a brief period that I attended the Italian language classes that were held in 
this Parliament I observed her ready sense of humour and wonderful warmth. Through 
those classes I had the pleasure of meeting one of her daughters and one of her grand- 
children. Since the last sitting of this House the Parliament has lost two members 
who had great warmth, a love for people and quiet sincerity-qualities possessed by 
real human beings. 

Members and officers of the House standing in  their places, 

Motion agreed to. 

DEATH OF NICHOLAS JOSEPH KEARNS, MEMBER FOR 
BANKSTOWN 

Mr FERGUSON (Merrylands), Deputy Premier, Minister for Public Works 
and Minister for Ports [3.25]: I move: 

(1) That this House desires to place on record its sense of the loss 
this State has sustained by the death of Nicholas Joseph Kearns, Member for 
Bankstown. 

(2) That Mr Speaker convey to Mrs Kearns and family the deep 
sympathy of members of the Legislative Assembly in the loss sustained. 

Nicholas Joseph Kearns, known to us all as Nick, was born in 1920. He died suddenly 
last month while on holiday in the Northern Territory with his wife Doreen. Nick 
Icearns attended Belmore technical school and then joined the former Department of 
Railways as an apprentice fitter. He worked at Eveleigh and Chullora workshops and 
became a shop steward for the Amalgamated Engineering Union, which is now the 
Arnnlgamated Metal Workers and Shipwrights Union, and latcr a member of the 
Transport Officers' Association. 

Nick joined the Labor Party in 1941. At various times he was branch president 
and secretary and president of the Bankstown State Electorate Council. On 3rd March, 
1962, he wa9 elected to this House a9 the member for Bankstown. In his maiden 
spccch he dcr?onstri.ted his life-long concern for the people rand problems of h ~ s  
electorarc. 111 ~wrticular hc concentrunted on welfare problems in what was then a 
rspidly e ~ ~ ~ n b g i r g  arcs. Forcrnosk s v ~ n :  :!lc~- problems were the questionr of trans- 
port 211d h~11si-g. Also i n  his maiden speech he cutlined the persortal ph~losophy that 
di tFj1r1iicll3d h'c n* ; l l ' a~ i - :~ f -~  y C- re ,  BTe e -?cc.;l-d this 1?h:'9~oophj~ by qcot i i~g this 
stnt-rncnt of Ben ChiRey: 

\"\iithin mysclf P :.;I notlrl:?~. Vt'c c-n:~o",win elections lirtlcss from the ranks 
corlle strength, warmth, fricndlincss ar-tin ioya!tg to the 1,alror movc~nc:::. 



In concluding his maiden speech our late colleague said: 

I hope that in the time I spend here, I may make some contribution to the 
advancement and welfare of this State and thus may bring benefit and progress 
to the people of Bankstown. 

Nick's subsequent parliamentary career was a testament to these ideals. He served on 
the select committees upon the meat industry, fishing industry, and the disclosure of 
pecuniary interests of members of parliament. He was a member of the Parliamentary 
Library Committee and a member of the caucus committees on health, housing, lands, 
conservation, sport and recreation and tourism. This wide range of interests was 
rellected in his contributions to parliamentary debates. 

It is perhaps signiftcant that one of his final contributions to this Parlinment 
was his speech on the Adoption of Children (Amendment) Bill on 6th March, 1980. 
This speech illustrated his depth of knowledge of the subject and his genuine concern 
for people and their problems. These qualities characterized his career. Nick had 
announced his intent-ion to retire before the next elections. His death is a tragic losl 
to the Parliament and the people of hi5 electorate. Nick Kearns' electorate of Bankstowir 
adjoins the electorate of the Premier who h3s personally asked me to pny, on his behalf, 
a special tribute to ATick. On behalf of the Government 1 extend sympathy to his wlje 
and son. 

Mr MASON (D~ibbo),  Leader of the Opposition 13.291: I second the motion. On 
behalf of the Opposition I join the Deputy Premier, Minister for Public Works and Min- 
ister for Ports in extending to Mrs Doreen ICearns and her family deep-felt sympathy at 
their loss and to record sincere appreciation of the service to this Parliament of Nicholas 
Joseph Kearns. All honourable inembers who have had the pleasure of serving in this 
House at the same time as Nick, as he was ltnown, remember him with affection. BIc 
was held in the highest esteem. As  the honourable member for South Coast said, 
Mary Meillon and Nick ICearns had qualities of wartnth and humanity to which all 
honourable inembers responded. 111 March 1962 he entered this Parliament as thc 
member for Bankstown following service to the Labor Party extending as far back a <  
1941. It is sad that hc was not able to see the conclu.ilon of the forty-sixth Parliamcirt, 
He had announced his intention to retire befcre the next parliamentary election.,. 

All honourable members regret that Nick ICearns and his wife were not ablc 
to enjoy together the years that they had obviously planned following a hectic anct 
devoted life to this House, at considerable personal sacrifice and cost. However, h,: 
was not to be given that pleasure and privilege. Nick Mcarns rose through the ranks 
of thc Labor Party. As he did he gained valuable experience by aqsistit-tg his colicagues 
in marginal seats. Opposition inembers had a healthy respect lor Nick's abilities E : i  
assisting members of the Labor Party who aspired lo be members of this House. Whik 
the Labor Party was in opposition he was entrusted with the shadow portfolio of youth 
and commt~nity services. Prior to the 1976 elecbions he was involved in clevelopii7g 
Labor Pasty policy ilt those areas. 

Nick Kearns came to Parlialaent will1 a lradc bdck,~i.oll:~il in iiltirlg ,7,1\3 tiirni*';, 
and had all the qualities that come to a rrlan privileged to work with his hands. PIC 
involvcd himself coniiderably in any activities that coL1ld be of help to his Leilow m211 

As thc D c ~ t i t ~ ~  Premier said, he u7as a member of the Aeistralac;i,a~l Trankport Oficeis 
Association and the Amalgamated Metal Worliers and Shipwrights Union. They repre- 
sent jurt two examples of how bc gave eilect to his concern for his fellow workeis 
It was during his period as a shop steward at the Chullora railway wortishops t h a t h c  
became a inuch respected member of the Labor movement. 
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After his clecli~orl L O  this 'Parl'ai-ie;t B~~,!..stcuii grelrv r:tpidly r l ?  rcsiG-r.ti-I and 
indrrstrial statuie, sclv~cing otlc of tllc tastest g r o w ~ i ~ g  a ~ e a s  around SY~IICV. Its massive 
growth and dc\.cloprr~clni i?crcosed the clsn:n.ids t lyu i~  W ~ c h .  Pile) tL)ok ehe,~ loll on 
hsm. He always 1n2~dc Srin~scif avaiY;abIc to hls coi~stiti:eilis. MLIC~I of tiis tri?-e was 
devotecl to thc many prublcmi of the new l\usi~aiians who became his cuirst~tuei~ts. 
For many oP thein Nsck Kea~ns  was their first real coiltact with the ~ lcw cuiiltisec aiid the 
first person t 3  \vh~?ir. lo ttiin with ti-te~i problems. They forand m him a gicai friend. 

'The unit.er.saf judgin~.?~; 01 FIIc~,'.; parIl,~r~c:"t:u"j cc:;ieagr~es is that ulrquestion- 
ably he was a gentleman who was quiet, discrcet and coi~ccrncd about ills CcIIrsw man. 
Ele was alciic~ys imtnactilatcly 2nd cnrcfrrily cli-ccrcd, w-. digi~ifiecl in 11:s beha\-iour and 
sct :1i1 ex:?rni>lc to every m e n ~ b ~ r  oC this IE~r?.ic 1;y &LEG 1 % ' "  , -  n'anrler ira which he ncccgicd 
h i s  dt~ties nlitirEn the Hotisc nutd oiil:,itie i t .  

OIIC glc,.ii cornplrnacl~t i-h:tt Inunst bc p:r:d t;. Pz' 6k :s that he was nlways the sane; 
he never cT?anged ta suit the occclsion or the persoil. 8 1 ~ :  dld not use air.;, 21 ices or 
the,!trics to present his point of vxw, b~il: quietly and cdmly  qmkc I r ~ i  ~ilind. 4fc was a 
person ol whom we should say, '"'Therc wa.i in him no griiIc". Pie was a man of in- 
tegrity and Ironesty. I-Be cnjoyad the respect of all uho  were privileged to be associated 
' ~ ~ r i t i l  him. Thi.; House will 1-2 the poorer for the pascing of Nick Kearns, a servant oL 
the people or this State, a friend to 311, enemy of none. 

Mr COX (Auburn), Minister for Transport C3.341 4 join the Deputy Prcanter 
and the Leader of the Oppos~lion in speaking to thc syinpaihy motion for the late Nick 
Kearns. I eltend to his wife Doreen atad hi3 son Marcus the 3ympathy of myself and 
my farnlly. Nick lCearns had a long association with the Labor Party. He joincd ~t iii 
1941 and held various positions, including branch president and secretary. It was i ~ o t  
until 1962 that he entered Parliament, after a long membership, to earn his spurs as a 
inc~nber of this House. In  addition to that, he had a good career in the industrial 
sphere. He was an apprentice in the Department of Railways. He worlted s t  the Evcleigh 
workshops and Chullora worltshops. He rose to the position of sub-foreman at Chul lor~ 
in 1961-62. During his time as a u~iion delegate he took a keen interest in union 
affairs. Hc was a member of the Amalgamated Metal \.Vorlters and Shipwrights Union 

subsequently became a member of the Australasian Transport Oficers Association. 

The rexnarits of the Deputy Premier and Leader of the Opposition sutli up Nick 
Kearns. He was a quiet, honest and good man. He had a rare distinction in that 
other members of Parliament loolicd upon hini as a good example of a man trying 
to do a job for his constituents and for the benefit of New South Wales and Australia. 
Reluctantly he announced his proposed retirement as a member of Parliament as he 
felt, having served for eighteen years, it was time to have what I shall cali a well 
earned rest and share more time with his wife and his son. All honourable members 
know that in the hurly-burly of politics time slips away from them and that too 
little time is available to spend with the ones they love. Nick's tragic end meant that he 
was not able to share with his wife and son some years in total retirement. I extend 

to his wife Doreen and his son M a r c ~ ~ s  my deep sympathy. 

Although I joined Parliament with Nick Kearns, 1 knew him before coming here 
as a good man. H e  demonstrated that members of Parliament can carry out their 
functions in a maniler that allows them to retain the respect of all their parliamentary 
colleagues. Ere certainly had the respect of his constituents. Nick's electorate adjoiiis 
mine. Last Saturday night when I attended a function ill the Bankstown area many 
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people commented to me about the tragic passing of Nick Keariis. His memory will live 
with us. I hope his wife and his son will draw great comfort from the rcrnarks passed 
here today. 

Mr PUNCH (6lortcester), Leader of the Country Party [3.38]: I join with the 
Deputy Premier, Minister for Public Works and Minister for Ports and the Wllnistcr 
for Transport in paying tribute to Nick Kearns. I convey to Mrs Kearns and h4ar-cus our 
deep sympathy. I havc a vivid recollection of the first time that Nick Kearns waked 
into this Chamber. As he entered, the nlcn~ber then leading the Country Party turned to 
rne. obviously aghast, and said, "He got in here anyway". He was referring to the fact 
that Nick Kearns was virtually the double of Jeff Houston, my Labor opponent at an 
electioil three years before. We thought we had got over that hurdle, but suddenly 
in walkcd his double. Nick and I often joked about that incident. 

Nick Kearns' sudden death in the Northern Territory whilc- or1 a holiday with 
his wife came as a great shock. Of all the members in this House, it was generally 
acknowledged that he was one of the most respected and most popular. Hc was close 
to his constituents. Whether in the Chamber, in his rooms in the House or outside 
Parliament, he was always pleasant, with a kind word for everyone. He never displayed 
animosity or hostility. Whether one came in contact with him here or oul at the back 
of Bourke, one found him doing his job in the way he felt he should do it on behalf 
of the party he represented-a party of which he had been a member since 1941, when 
he was 21 years of age. Not many honourable members on either side of the House 
can claim a record like that. 

Unfortunately, in recent years in this Parliament that friendly smile and 
happy knack of being pleasant at all times so often displayed by Nick Kearns seems 
to be disappearing more and more from the scene. His passing is a loss to every member 
of the House and to the people of this State. Though Nick ICearns had indicated he 
would be retiring, his sudden loss through a heart attack has robbed the Parliament- 
as his retirement would have done-of a member and of a friend. I feel sure that 
from time to time he would have come back here after his retirement to see his many 
friends among honourable members. At all times he would have been welcomed back 
here to have a drink and a chat. Because of the high regard and warm friendship 
that everyone felt towards him, on behalf of my colleagues in the Country Party I 
should like to convey to Mrs Kearns and her son our deepest sympathy in their sad 
loss. 

Mr K. J. STEWART (Canterbury), Minister for Health [2.42]: I join with 
other honourable members in their expressions of sympathy. I came into the Parlia- 
ment on 3rd March, 1962, as did Nick Kearns. His electorate of Bankstown adjoins my 
electorate of Canterbury. Between us we shared the hyphenated geographical name of 
Canterbury-Bankstown, which is a well-known district. Before I met Nick Kearns I 
came to know of him through my brother Frank, who was the member for Lang in 
the federal Parliament. His electorate encompassed the Canterbury electorate, the 
Bankstown electorate and the Lakemba electorate represented in this House. 

Nick Kearns and I were employees of the Department of Railways at a time 
when it showed a profit. It might be said that in 1962 when he and I came into the 
Parliament it heralded the decline of the New South Wales railways. I[ might add that 
the honourable P. F. Cox, the Minister for Transport, worked in the Department of 
Motor Transport at a time when it, too, showed a handsome profit. Of the twelve mem- 
bers who came into Parliament in 1962, only three remain here. They are the honour- 
able member for Davidson, the honourable member for Tenterfield and me. 
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A great personal friendship developed between Nick Kearns, myself and a 
number of other members. We formed ourselves into a gang of three or perhaps it was 
a gang of four, five, six or even seven, depending upon how one's fortunes fluctuated 
in those days. Nick Kearns was a great friend of mine, as he was to so many other 
nmembers of Parliament. Because of that friendship our families became firmly bondcd 
together. We had great fun together. He was a mail who could relax and enjoy life. 

I hope Parliament forgives me on this occasion for telling one of the classical 
stories that relate to some of my colleagraes during our time in Parliament. Sonlc years 
ago we accepted ail invitation from Mr A1 Grassby to tour the Murrurnbidgec Irriga- 
"rion Area. A big barbecue had been arranged for one evening to honour Gough Whit- 
lam, who was then the leader of the federal Opposition. Some honourable members 
may know that whcn one is in company with A1 Grassby in the Mrirrumbidgee Irriga- 
tion Area, the programme is to start off early in the morning, and visit a number of 
clubs, have lunch at a club and then call in at ten or fifteen vinyards, testing all the 
whites and the reds and the tawny ports. During this particular afternoon we elected 
Nick to be our spokesman and told him that at the barbecue he would have to respond 
on behalf of the guests. Our tour took us from vineyard to vineyard. At the barbecue 
Gough Whitlam took up half the night with his speech and A1 Grassby spoke for the 
best part of the other half and it was 11.30 by the time Nick got onto the stage. He 
stood up but could not pronounce Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. Afterwards, we told 
him not to feel too badly about it as none of us could pronounce Murrumbidgee Irriga- 
tion Area either. It was just bad luck that he had been elected as spokesman on our 
behalf. 

Nick Kearns was a man of great ability, some of which was untapped. It is 
of great regret that his ability was untapped in the Parliament. Those who knew him 
would know that his full potential was never realized and his ambition was never 
fulfilled. 

We was a great friend of mine. He was a member of the health committee of 
the Parliamentary Labor Party with me. He was a great political thinker and a good 
sounding board. On many occasions he fortified me in the attitude of my attack, or 
made me resile from an attitude I was contemplating. Because of that, and for many 
other reasons, I shall miss him sorely. 

I know that my colleagues who were in that gang of four, or five or six that 
I have mentioned will miss him just as much as I do. An intense personal relationship 
grew up between us. His passing is all the more sad as he said that he intended to 
retire at the end of this Parliament so that he and Doreen could live their lives quietly 
and in great happiness. Honourable members know how much wives and families 
of members of Parliament are deprived of our company. That makes Nick's passing 
much sadder. To Doreen and Marcus I offer my prayerful sympathy. Of Nick Kearns 
I say, may he rest in peace. 

Mr HEALEY (Davidson) E3.461: I should like to join with previous speakers 
in extending to Mrs Kearns and her son sympathy on this very sad occasion. As the 
Minister for Health has just said, only a few members are left of the 1962 Parlia- 
mentary intake. I am the last of the Liberal members of that group. Nick came in to 
Parliament at that time and in those early days we got to know each other fairly well. 
He was always a warm and friendly person. As a member of Parliament he displayed 
great interest in the welfare of the disadvantaged people in the community. Many of 
his speeches reflected that attitude, particularly when he was fulfilling the role of 



shadow ministcr for youth and community services. Nick Kearns showed great under- 
standing, empathy and sympathy for those people of whom he spoke. Hc was ncver a 
flanlboyailt person. He worked consistcntly and conscientiously for his electorate. his 
pa~ty ,  and the State. 

Recently 1 had an unusual experience. B mas holidaying on a cruise ship and 
bat at a dining fable ~4th a man and his wifc who came from Bankstown. They knew 
my name, but until the end of the first week sf the cruise they did not know that I 
was a Liberal Party rnenlber of Parliament. After that that man and his wife often 
talked about Nick Kearns and his wife. Obviously they knew them both well. 4 s  we 
parted I said to this man, "Next time you see Nick give him my regards". He said, 
'"Wcll, a little later wc will get together for a quict lunch at the Bankstown Sports Ciub". 
On the cruise this Inan had been wearing the blazer of the BanItstown Sports Club. 
ESe left the ship before I dicl and got a taxi to head for his holne a t  Baniistom. 
Before E had left the terminal this man returned. On his way home the taxi drivcr 
bad illformed him that Nick h3d died. Apparently, because of our many conversations 
(1% which Nick's name came up, this gentleman got the taxi driver to return to the ship 
so that he might tell me that r11y collcagiie had passed away in such sad circumstances. 
I am grateful that he did, otherwise I might not have foltnd out until someliine latcr. 
Nick Kearns was a quie.t and dignified man wl-tom I respected very much. I was 
pleased to be able to call him a friend and a colleague. 

Mr EINFELD (Waverley), Minister for Consumer AfE'airs [3.48]: One of the 
richest rewards I have enjoyed as a member of this Parliament was that I could claim 
Nicli: Icearns as a close and warin friend. Like those who have spoken before une- 
indeed, like everyone else who ever mct him-I know of no perso11 who did not respect 
him and have great affection for him. This morning I could not help thinking of him 
and of today's ceremony without remembering a statement made many centuries ago 
by a great biblical teacher and philosopher who when philosophizing on death or 
dying, said: 

The day is short, and thc tvorlc is great, and the labourers are sluggish, 
and the rcward is much, and the master of the house is urgent. 

H e  further said: 

It is not thy duty to colnplete the urorlt, but neithcr art thou free to 
desist from it. 

irhat made me think of Nick Kearns and that is why I 11a~~e quoted that passage. 
H c  knew he was not going to con~plete his work but he never desisted from his duty 
and the things that he had to do. He  looked after his people in the way a member of 
Parliament properly sbortld do. He attended to the needs of those who wanted his 
help and gave his assistance so readily. He acknowledged the statement that he should 
not desist from it. There is still plenty to do for those who want to fight injustice. 
Nick Kearns went to his death having fought for those who were treated unjustly and 
always fought for whatever he believed to be right. I have no doubt that he will rest 
in peace. 1 know that his wife and son will derive great consolation from the great 
work that he did as a member of Parliament. 

Mr BREWER (Goulburn) k3.511: I join with those members who have paid 
tribute this afternoon to the late Nick Kearns. I had the great privilege of getting to 
know him when he served on the meat industry select committee of which I was 
chairman. He was a gentleman, a man of the kindest nature. After a day's work one 
could talk to him and depend on getting good advice and at the same time know that 
anything said to him would be kept in confidence. He  was a man who put people 
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before party politics. He will be sadly missed in this Chamber. It was a great privilege 
to have known him and served with him. 1 express n ~ y  sympathy to his wife and son 
and wish to let them know that all honourable members, irrespective of the side of 
politics to which they belong, had great respect and love for him. 

h/rr GOiXDON (iMurr~iiribidgi'e)~ Miii i~te~.  for Lands, Miiiisrcr for 1-urcsis arid 
Minister for V.rlatcr dt~:sot?rces /3.5:3]: i suppdrf the tnotiori of co~~dslence moved by 
the Deputy Premier, h4irrister fur 13u51i:: \S/orBs a i d  Minisicr for Ports. seio~tded by 
the Leaddr of llle OpposiiEon a.iii"i~'iipp"iiirte~1 by u i h r  hc;~~oui;ible ;ncirj2:cr.s who have 
spolien. /is most honorrrnblc ir7cir1l:ers will rxcnZ1, 1 entered this ParEi;tmci~t in n by- 
ci~ction iii 6970. Olrc of 'rhc nieiilljc~s who assisted nie irl that election c;tinpnlgn was 
Nick Kc,~r:ls. Froin that tinnt ;I cioae irici~iiship ilcve!opccl i>eturceit us. During my fk;,rst 
year in Pariian?et:t- l shared \viiPi eight otilei- members whai wc ~;illcii the big room 
at the back. At that Si:i~c Nick occiipied what was, Ei? cnmparisor~ wit11 ujllat wc hnd, :I 

Icixrtricus rco111 that he sharcci with thl: nnei~~l?cr for Liverpmi, hlr N .  J. hI:i?.tiii?r. Mr  
Mannix did riot stand for the ncxt clectiisc and Nick asked r11e to share that room with 
him arid l i t  into 111~ slot formerly occupied by Mr Mannix. This T did ancl for four 
yciirs enjoyed a ciose relationship with Nick Mearns. 

He was a good-nalurcd man a i rh  n d,cp concenn foi otllels. nclvrce was 
always available and was givca Iri a i-riost ohjcctive manner. 1 often :,eked his advice. 
As the Minister for Health said, he gave good advrce, and on ocLasions his cout~sel 
prevented rnc from doing .;amething which co~rld have turncii out not so well and at 
other timcs hc cnco~~ragccl me to pursue a irne lvh~ch turned out for the best. His 
sincerity and loyalty to his frlcnds were q~alihies to be expenieilced. Plc h,~d a good 
rcnse of humour, but at the same time was n serious and resolute man. During thc 
years we shared ofice accomrnodatlon I met hir tamily and nnany of his friends and 
he, in turn, met members of my family. A standing joke bctwcen Nick and one of my 
daughters when she was expecting a baby was that ~f it was a boy it should be called 
Nicholas. Whether it was Nick's suggcqtion or not X eari~?ot say, but it was a boy and 
he was called Nicholas. If he can emulate Nick Kearns he will do well. 

Nick and Doreen visited my hoine on scveral occasions. gcncrally to a5sist me 
in elections. As the Leader sf t l ~ c  Country Party said, Nick's presence was always 
worth a few votes, for his EriencEly nature went down well with country pcopie. He 
was always of great assistance to me ? t  election limes. I le would t ~ r r r ~  up and stay 
with me for weelis on end. We werc both members of the pariia~nentnry selcct com- 
mittee upon the meat industry. The honor~rable member for Goulburn mentioned an 
incident when Nick and I paid our first visit to a meatworks. We got to the start of 
the meat chain and had no ~ d e a  what was about to happen. Silddenly, someone stunned 
a bullock and up it went on to the chain; another fellow hit it with a knife and out of 
the beast pasrecl enough blood to fill a 44-gallon drrrm. Wick and 1 almost passed out 
with it. We stood back. Latcr, when we wcre havirag a cup of tca, the manager of the 
ineatworlcs told 11s that the number 1 man on the meat chain was leaving nest week 
and his job would become vacant. 130 aslicd would either of us bc interested. We said 
no. 

Later, when I was a Minister, Nick was a rnenlber of the caucus committee 
dealing with matters of my portfolio of conservation and water resources. His wise 
counscl was always of great assistance to me and to the committee. Nick Kearns was 
a man of the highest integrity. His death will be a great loss to this Parliament and 
the electorate that he served so conscientiously. He was a man who was liked and 
admired by everyone who met him. I join with other honourable members in offering 
the sympathy of myself, my family and my constituents who knew Nick to his wife 
Doreen and his son Marcus. 
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Mr COWAN (Oxley) [3.56]: While I have had the privilege of serving in this 
Chamber for a number of years I have observed the quality of people on all sides of 
the House. Nick Kearns was a man who was held in tremendous rcspect over the 
years. I was chairman of a parliamentary select committee upon the fishing industry 
of which Nick was a member. 1 recall that when I approached him and asked him to 
serve on the committee he said that he knew nothing about the fishing industry or the 
oyster industry. But Nick Kearns was a man who was down to earth. He could 11s: ke 
right decisions. He knew something about marketing and lie made a wonderful con- 
tribution during the period that he served on the committee. I am sure all honourable 
men~bers present in the Charnbcr who served on the committee join with me in con- 
veying our sympathy to the family. 

Nick Kearns was a person who was accepted partic~tlariy well by h ~ s  feiiow nlei:. 
Members of the select committee to which I referred will recall our visit to \Vestern 
Australia and South Australia. I recall with pleasure a day when the honourable 
member for Wollongong, Nick ICearns and I visited the Barossa Valley for a break 
and enjoyed sanlpling wines at the various wineries. That was an occasion when we 
made lasting friendships. I join with all other members who have spoken in conveying 
my sympathy to Mrs Kcarns and her son Marcus. 

Mr CAHILL (Marrickville) C3.581: I join with the Deputy Premier and other 
members who have spoken in support of this motion of sympathy on the death of 
Nicholas Joseph Kearns. From the time of his election in 1962 he proved to be a 
most diligent and able member for Bankstown. He constantly championed the causes 
of Bankstown and was delighted recently when the Bankstown municipality was granted 
the status of a city. Reference has been made to his speech on the Adoption of Children 
(Amendment) Bill. All honourable members will agree that he had a keen interest in 
the problems of physically and mentally handicapped people. He had a distinct ability 
to analyse the problems of various organizations and groups, to crystallize those 
problems and offer what seemed obvious and logical solutions that apparently no one 
else had thought of. 

As members of this House we became close friends. As honourable members 
are aware, it is sometimes necessary to travel away during an election or by-election 
campaign. Quite often Nick Kearns and I went as a team to an electorate. Our most 
recent journey was in company with the member for Lakemba to the Castlereagh 
electorate. The three of us drove to the electorate together to make our contribution 
to the campaign. Nick Kearns would have been the first to admit that he was not a 
champion bowler but, because of his pleasant disposition and keen sense of h~~mour ,  
he was regularly asked to take his place in any parliamentary four that was invited to 
compete at any of the president's days that were being held. I was fortunate that 
Nick Kearns agreed to visit my electorate on many occasions and be part of a team of 
parliamentary bowlers. We did not win very often-in fact it was unusual for us to 
win-but no other team had as much fun as ours, and this was because it included 
Nick Kearns. 

Mention has been made of Nick Kearns' activities as a member of various 
select committees. At times a number of informal meetings were held after the 
sittings of the Mouse had concluded for the day. On those occasions Nick Kearns' 
observations of proceedings were greatly sought and always appreciated by those 
present. My wife and family join with me in expressing to his wife Doreen and son 
Marcus, to Kathleen and Michael Casroll and the McLaughlin family our deepest 
sympathy in their great loss. 
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Mr J. A. CLOUGH (Eastwood) [4.2]: I join the Deputy Premier, the Leader 
of the Opposition and other honourable members in their tribute to Nick Kearns, a 
man of conscience and conviction. During my short term as Minister for Youth, 
Ethnic and Community Affairs he was my opposite number, being shadow minister 
for the Opposition in those matters. At all times he was a keen adversary, hard 
working and loyal to his beliefs and his party. He was a gallant political foe whom 
every member admired. I join with other honourable members in paying tribute to 
him. I extend to his widow and son my deepest sympathy. 

Mr DURICK (Lakemba) [4.3]: Because of the close association of our 
electorates, Nick Kcarns and I were always great friends. The Lakemba electorate 
was created in 1927 as a result of the population explosion at that time in the Belmorc, 
Lakemba and Pullchbowl areas. The Canterbury, Laken~ba and Bankstown electorates 
were then established in the area generally known as Canterbury-Bankstown. The 
Minister for Health said that a vintage group came into this Parliament in 1962. 
Some of those members are no longer with us. In recent years they held a social 
evening in March to commemorate that event. I was elected to this I-Iouse in Septem- 
ber 1964. Nick Kearns was one of the members who suggested that, as I was an 
electoral orphan, I should be adopted by the members of that class of 1962. In recent 
years I was fortunate to be among the group at that enjoyable a i ln~~al  celebration. 
Unfortunately, through the death of Nick Kearns and the resignation of the honourable 
member for Ku-ring-gai, since March of this year their numbers have fallen from 
eight to six. 

It has been said that Nick Kearns loved company and, as the honourable 
member for Marrickville agreed, that was particularly so when he was playing bowls. 
Many of us shared his company locally or when he and his wife Doreen accompanied 
us to the annual interstate bowling carnivals. Indeed they were both with us at the 
most recent carnival in Adelaide earlier this year. As the honourable member for 
Marrickville said, Nick Kearns was with us during the recent Castlereagh by-election 
campaign. I recall the honourable member for Marrickville, Nick Kearns and I having 
a slight diversion at the Nyngan bowling club in that electorate. We rested from the 
hot, tiring task of door knocking. In playing in the twilight triples it is probable that on 
that occasion we did more effective electioneering than in all our door knocking 
throughout the electorate. If Nick had been with us next week, he would have been 
playing bowls with me in a parliamentary bowling four in a local event. 

The assessment of those who knew Nick Kearns was that he had a great sense 
of humour and was rarely ruRled. I do not think I ever saw him lose his tenzper. 
He was able to summarize a situation quickly and realize its political implications, 
particularly if they were dangerous. He was a quiet worker for his constituents and, 
above all, he had a great love of his family. His life was not without its sad times. 
Those closely associated with his family will remember his traumatic experience follow- 
ing the accident his son Marcus had on the eve of Christmas some years ago. That 
accident happened when his son, being of the same frame of mind as his father, was 
doing someone a good turn in an area where he would not have been in normal cir- 
cumstances. It is a blessing that Marcus survived that accident and is now able to 
help comfort his mother. It was once said to me that wherever one went through life, 
one should try to leave some mark of the contribution one has made to the com- 
munity. That advice should be given to teachers, public servants and politicians. 
Certainly, Nick Kearns would be assessed by those who knew him as a man who imde 
a great contribution to the area he represented. 



Oehcr honourable members hake said that NIc I~  Kearns made a great contribu- 
tion to the quality of lifc of many citizens of Ncw South Wales. That was evidenced 
by the intcrcst he showed in adoption proced~lres and Ills activities in the ficld of youth 
and community welfase. Bt is probrzble that if oine wanted to obtain the greatest 
lcstixm~ony of Nick ICearns and whcit he did in his area, one need only speak to the 
aldean~en and oficers of Bankstown municipal coiii~cil and those associated with the 
Banltstotvn &ports club. H e  helped foctcr that cirrb and took great y3rlde in it. People 
associated wrth the Banltsro.tvi1 sports clath thought "tile uorld 01 Nick Kccirn~. 4C i:, 
agreed gr~lerally tltat he nlaclz ,i gear  cnfi t~ibut ioi~ to the areas he rcpresen~ed rn this 
Parliament. 

1 511111 iniss Nlclr Kearns as a irlcnd and  pnrlrame~ztaty coilenguc. 4L 1s probable 
that B si1.111 mlss him rnore because 1 helped to plan pal l  or th,: tour 01.1 which he 
departed and fro~rr which lie did not rettirn. l i e  pracilsecl the great virtues of faith, 
hope and c h ~ ~ r t y .  Nick ICcalns had a great love nnci co:~s;derntion for his fcliow man, 
prticu%arly the underpriviicged. May th-, good Lold give to h11n the eternal peace 
for which he has so quietly and iaobiy striven and, in the opinion of those ivhe knew 
him, he so rightly deserved. 

Mr 411636AN (East Hills) [4.S]: 1 join the Deputy Premier, thc Leader of the 
Opposition, the Leader of the Country Party and other nonourable t~nsmbers who 
have talcen part in the debate on this condolence motion. Nick Kearns will be rcmem- 
bered fondly and respectf~~iIy by a11 members who were privileged to know him as a 
friend and colleague. We did not makc a11 eneniy during the 18 years he was a 
member of this House. H-Pe was highly rcspccted particularly for his principled stand 
on the issues on which he spolte. The number of honourable ineinbers who have 
taken part in this n~otion of co~~dolcnce is indicative of the esteem in which lie was 
held in this House. When the Government came to office in 1976 it was only by the 
narrowest of lnargins that Nick Kearns did not become a member of the Ministry. 
Prior to that time he had served the Opposition with great distinction, being its spokes- 
man on youth and conimunity services. Nick Kearns was highly regarded by members 
of his local branch of the Labor Party. During the 18 years he was a member of this 
Parliament it was never srtggested that he would be opposed for pre-selection as the 
rnc~nber for Bankstown. Recently, when asked what he thought the role of a parlia- 
mentarian should be, Nick Kearns said: 

The person who seelts election to Parliament, especially if he is a 
member of thc local Labor Party, must be prepared to devote his best efforts 
to ensuring both the economic and social well-being of the people he 
represents. 

This I have tried to do. My success or otherwise is judgcd by the 
people of Bankstown. 

I'm extremely grateful for the support extended to me over many 
years which, in turn, started at the ballot box at election time. 

Asked why he had become a member of Parliament, he replied: 

I t  is an extension of a lifetime interest in politics, an opportunity to 
participate in an important role of government and a means of working with, 
and for, the community, not only on comnlunity issues, but also many 
problems, major and minor, which cause concern and worry to the individual. 

Niclc Kearns was reared in Bankstown and resided there until his untimely death. R e  
played a most active role in the great developments in Bankstown over the past 20 
years. He was privileged to be the member for Banltstown at the time when the Queen 
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declared the Bankstown municipality to be a city. The electorates represented by Nick 
Kearns, the Premier and Treasurer, and me share the bo~~ndaries of the city of Banks- 
town. On behalf of the people we serve we have co-operated closely in assisting the 
Bankstown city council. I express on behalf of the mayor of Bankstown, the aldermen, 
and council officers and staff heaxt-felt sympathy at  the loss of Nick Kearns. The large 
number of community organizations of which he  was patron shows the high esteem in 
which he was held. H e  was patron of the Bankstown branch of the New South Wales 
Justices Association, Bankstown hospital, the Yagoona girl guides, the Bankstown 
district scouts, the Bankstown and district eisteddfod, Sefton High School Parents and 
Citizens' Association, Canterbury-Bankstown District Council of Parents and Citizens' 
Associations, Wattawa Heights Parents and Citizens' Association, Bankstown District 
Sports Club, Bankstown Trotting Recreational Club Limited, Bankstown Sporls- 
Yagoona Bowling Club, Greeilacre Bowling Club, Bankstown K.S.L. Club, North 
Banlistown Soccer Football Club, Yagoona Soccer Football Club, and the Banlistown 
District Soccer Football Club. Also, he was vice-president of the Bankstown District 
Csiclict Association. 1 icuow that all those organtzntio~~s would wish me to express 
on their behalf sorrow d the loss of Nick Kearns. 

Nick Mearns was a kindly man who would !tot hes~taee to assist those who 
sought his help. Perhaps it was partly the result of the great effort he made on behalf 
of his constituents that he has been denied his retirement. Although it nlight not be 
appreciated by people outside of the Parliament, it is a fact that parliamentary life 
denies a n~enlber the contact with his family that ather membcrs of thc community 
are privileged to enjoy. This was certainly the case with Niclc Kearns. My wife and 
I will miss him greatly. We extend our deepest sympathy to his wifc Doreen and 
son Marcus. 

Mr SVMEEAN (Ashfield) 14.131: B join my parliarnei-ital-y colicagues in support- 
ing this motion of sympathy. Other honourable members have spoken eloquently 
of Nick ICearns, his life and his achievements in this Parliament. All members of this 
House will mourn the loss of a great friend. Nick was a quiet man. Although he was 
a soft person he was a dedicated and effective n ~ e n ~ b c r  of this House. He servcd his 
constitue~~ts faithfully and well. Ali honourable members will miss his quict smilc, 
his clear insight into problems and the joy and inspiration that he gave us. Above all, 
he will be rernembercd for his genuine compassion towards his fellow man. We will 
remember him also for his readiness to assist people from all walks of life. To his 
widow Doreen and son Marcus, on behalf of my wife and for myself I extend heart- 
felt sympathy at the loss of their husband and father. 

Mr McILvdAINE (Yaralla) [4.15]: 1 join all honourable nlen~bers in paying a 
short tribute to Nick Kearns. Although I knew hinl for only a short time, I am well 
ncqrnainted with his sol1 Marcus thmntph oar work, with the Public Service Association 
in which we were both ofice bearers. B and other b ~ r l o ~ ~ r a l ~ l c  inembers on the Govern- 
ment side of the House who have recently becomc members of this House have 
appreciated t i le  advise and assistance we received from Nick Xccarns. ylrhcnever 1 
rcquired assistance or when 1 had done sometl^ling that Nick felt could hnvc been 
done better, he always offered sound advice and guidance. ii join with other members 
in expressing appreciation for that advice and assistance and in extending s i~~ce rc  
sympathy to his wife Doreen and son Marcus. 

Mr BPiNN6)P.J (Rockdale) [4.16): Dsliberatcly I ssllght to speak at the con- 
clusion of the debate on this motion, and to do so from my place on the baekbcnchcs. 
Since 1962 Nick Kearns, like myself, was a backbsnch men~ber of this IIonse. During 
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his eighteen years of parliamentary service he, I, and many other members became 
close personal friends. Today many eulogistic remarks have been made about him by 
those members who have known him well, and I am sure that other members would 
like to voice their praise of him, too. It is not practicable for every honourable 
member to speak on a motion such as this, but I feel that I can without quarrel associate 
myself and each backbench member on the Government side of the House with the 
motion and offer to Doreen and Marcus our heartfelt sympathy. 

Members and officers of the House standing in their places, 

Motion agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr FERGUSON (Merrylands), Deputy Premier, Minister for Public Works and 
Minister for Ports [4.17]: I move: 

That, as a mark of respect, this House do now adjourn. 

Motion agreed to. 
House adjourned at 4.18 p.m. 




