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11..egislatibe S!$%entbl}!. 
Tuesday, 6 July, 1880. 

New Member-Bills Assented to (Town HaWlliunicipal 
Loan Bill-Volunteer Land Orders Biii-Executive 
Councillors' (Functions Substitution) Bill)-Message • 
from the Governor-Municipal Baths Site Acquisition 
Bill--Railway Tri.1.1 Survey via Braidwood to Cooma­
Public Accounts-Adjournment (Insolvent Estate of · 
James Little-Minerals in Unsold Land-Sydney · 
Police Court Arrangements)-The case of Patriclc and 
Michael Griffin-Equity Bill-Wool, Coal, and Cattle 
Tax Bill (Second Reading)-Municipalities Special 
Endowment Bill (Second Reading)-Lands for Public 
Purposes ·Acquisition Bill-Pastures and Stock Pro­
tection Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at half­
past 4 o'clock p.m. 

NEW MEMBER. 
•MR. TARRANT. 

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that 
he had issued a writ for the election 

·of a member to serve in the Assembly for 
the_ electoral district of Kiama, in place of 
Samuel Charles, Esquire, resigned; and 
that the writ had been returned, with a 
certificate of the election of Harman John 
Tarrant, Esquire, indorsed thereon. 

Mr. TARRANT subsequently subscribed 
the oath and signed the roll. 

BILLS ASSENTED TO. 
Town Hall.Municipal Loan Bill. 
Volunteer Land Orders Bill. 
Executive Councillors' (Functions Sub­

stitut_ion) Bill. 
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR. 
· Message No. 65, from His Excellency 
the Governor,-recommending that pro­
vision be made to meet the necessary ex­
penses in connection with a Bill to grant 
to Her Majesty certain duties of Customs. 
1tnd other taxes-read. · 

Referred to Committee on the Bill. 
MUNICIPAL BATHS SITE 

ACQUISITION BILL. 
Bill presented (by Mr. O'CONNOR) and 

read the first time. 

R~ILWAY TRIAL SURVEY via 
BRAIDWOOD TO COOMA. 

Mr. GREVILLE rose to move,~ 
That in the opinion of this House a trial sur­

vey via Braidwood should. be made prior to ade, · 
cision being arrived at of the route of railroad 
between Goulburn and Cooma. 
He said that Parliament had not yet sanc­
tioned the construction of a line of .rail­
way to connect Cooma with the · G.i:eat 

Southern. Railway, bl~t ·from "ther"'answers 
which hatl been 'given to deputations by 
Ministers, .. there could be no doubt that at· 
some future time,. p(obably in . the next! 
session, the House would. be asked t'O. 
vote the money necessary to carry oift the· 
work. It was of the utmost importance 
that honorable members· should have all. 
available information before them before 
they arrived at a decision.as to the route 
which the line should take. Some .of the 
railway lines which had been constfucted 
might have been taken by routes othei;. 
than th0se which had . lJeen adopted· iif~ 
Parliament had had sufficient data~ 
which to form accurate opinions, ,a,nU 
having seen how errors had been made· 
in the past we ought to guard against 
errors in fnture. In proposing the 
motion he wished to state distinctly that 
he was not actuated by a desire to secure 
any undue advantage for Braidwood. If 
a trial survey were made, and it were 
shown that a line via Braidwood was 
not practicable or was not advisable, he 
should do all he could in support of any 
other route which might seem to him to 
be the best in the interests of the country 
generally. If Parliament should decide 
to take the line to Cooma without having 
had a trial survey via Braidwood, they 
would decide on insufficient data. Great 
expense had been incurred in making trial 
surveys via Bungendore and Queanbeyan 
-he believed not less than three surveys 
had be.en made to bring Queanbeyan in 
the route-and he was at a loss to tmder­
stand why a trial survey via Braidwood 
should not be made. The district of Braid­
wood was of such importance t4at at no 
distant date it would have to be connected 
by rail with Sydney, and, if it were pos­
sible, it would be advisable to include 
the district within the route of the line 
to Cooma. The local rail way committee 
had been agitating in the matter, and in 
consequence of a petition which they pre­
se_nted, the Government instructed Mr. 
Stephens to make a flying. survey via 
Braidwood, and that officer submitted an · 
unfavourable report. The people of Braid­
wood did not think that,~Mr. Stephens had 
made a thorough inspectio~._of the cotmtry 
and, therefore, they did not -regard his- re­
port as being of any value. What the 
people of Braidwood contended for was 
not that th_e line should be brought through 
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· their town, but that it should be kept on 
this side of the Dividing Range until a· 
l)oint was gained where the range could 
be penetrated in the smallest compass and 
without entailing_ any other engineering 
difficulties either on this or on the Cooma 
side. The claims of · the people as to 
the importance of the district were not 
exaggerated, as was shown by a resolution 
passed at a meeting held at Bungendore, 
as follows :-

That the meeting is of opinion that the adop­
tion of the proposed line through Bungendore 
and Queanbcyan is by far the most central course, 
as it approaches within 30 miles of Braidwood, 
which is one of the most important districts of 
the colony, as a. great and prominent-feeder for 
the line in population, agriculture, and stock, 
also its gold and other mineral treasures, which 
a.re of such incalculable importance as to demand 

· - the most favourable consideration of the Govern· 
ment; it will also intersect innumerable acres. 
of magnificent agricultural land, a.nd will pass · 
close by gold and copper mines. 
Bun'gendore was a rival township to 
Braidwood in regard to the railway, and 
after hearing that resolution read he 
thought honorable members would not 
consider that he was making an unjusti­
fiable application. Subsequent to Mr. 

_ Stephens's visit to the district, the depart­
ment, on t.he strength of representations 
of the Braidwood Rail way committee, sent 
up anothei· surveyor, Mr. Randall, and he 
presumed Mr. Palmer, the officer who had 
charge of the surveys, relied on that re­
port, and that it was that report which 
induced the Government to decline to 
order a trial survey as was desired. Mr. 
Palmer had submitted a report to the 
Engineer-in-Chief, in which he said-

Attached is a report of Mr. Randall on the 
route lately explored by him (in company with 
residents of Braidwood), which has been recom­
mended as the most practicable for railway pur­
po_ses between Braidwood a.nd Cooma. Accom­
panying this report is a. tracing from. county 
maps showing the general direction of the pro­
posed route a.nd the heights of the most impor­
_tant points as taken. by the barometer. 
. It will be seen from the report that a rise of 
1,800 feet has to be made from Bra.id wood to the 
Dividing Range, and a fall of 1,600 feet from this 
point to the crossing of the Umaralla River, the 
.main·elevation being 4,000 feet above sea level, 
a.nd 1,100 feet a.hove any point on the route al­
ready surveyed by the Burra Creek, while the 
character of the country between the proposed 
crossing of the Shoalhaven River and that of the· 
·Umaralla River is less favourable for railway 
construction than any of the routes surveyed, 
it being a matter of doubt, until an actual sur­
vey is made, whether portions of the Braidwood 
route would give practical gradient. 

' [Mr. ·Greville. 

Honorable members would notice that· Mr. 
Palmer admitted that it was impossible to 
determine· the matter without an actual 
survey. If the Government refused to 
order a trial survey to be made the people 
of Braidwood. would feel that they had 
not been treated justly, and it 'vcmld be · 
satisfactory to them to know that scie1;1tific 
officers of the Government had made a 
thorough survey of the country. The 
altitude of the Dividing Range seemed to 
present a difficulty which Mr. Palmer 
thought could not be overcome. He 
thought it would be found that a line 
f~om Goulburn via Braidwood, which 
would pass the Dividing Range, would be 
far less costly than any other line, and it 
would be the most direct route. The 
distance of the line from Goulburn to 
Cooma would be 30 miles shorter via 
Braidwood than by any other route. Tha.t 
was a most important consideration in 
dealing with the question. \Ve had, in 
some of the existing lines, paid too much 
attention to the small towns to the injury 
of the termini The practical answer to Mr. 
Palmer's statement about the difficulty of 
getting over the Dividing Range was given 
by the Braidwood Dispatch, as follows ·:-

The rise from Braidwood to Lynn's selection, 
where J erra.batgnlly Creek is left and the fall to 
Jinden Creek is reached, distant 30 miles from 
Braidwood, was estimated by Mr. Randall at 
l, 125 feet. This is exactly what it was made 
by Mr. Stephens, the Government engineer 
engaged upon the first exploration, and from 
thence through the gap the a.scent is some three 
or four hundred feet less than by the passage he 
took through the Dividing Range. •· * * * 
It docs not appear to us, inexperienced though 
we be in engineering matters, that the further 
rise from Lynn's of ,675 feet in 10 miles, till the 
highest point is gained, which is onJy a. gradient 
of 67 feet to the mile, is a.n insuperable difficulty. 
The gradient between Lynn's (on this side) and 
the point recorded a.t Brick-kiln Creek is no 
criterion of the gradient that may be obtaineil, 
a.s a higher elevation can be easily secured by 
keeping nearer to the summit of the Berla.ng 
Range, which the exploring party skirted the 
foot of. This range, covered with magnificent 
timber, runs for many miles in the right direction 
for the line, until it abuts on the Shoalhaven, 
and a high-level bridge might be made to cross 
that stream to carry the level on to the eastern 
slope ·of Jerrabatgully Creek at a. point where it 
comes down to the river on the opposite side; 
or the river might be crossed a.t Ballalaba., and 
the other side of Jerrabatgully followed up, 
when whatever gradient that suited could be 
taken to reach Lynn's. 

These were the opinions of men well 
acquainted with the requirements of the 
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district. What did those who could cer­
tainly speak with some authority say upon 
the subject1 The Braidwood Dispatch 
said-

The official report-or so called official report 
-upon the proposed railway line by way of 
Braidwood to Cooma is anything but a satisfac­
tory one. The application which we made for 
a trial survey remains as yet really unanswered. 
·what we have now principally to do with is 
Mr: Palmer's memo. thereon to the Engineer-in­
Chief. In this brief denunciatory document 
the route is very unfavourably compared with 
that via Molonglo on account of the altitude of 
the crossing of the Dividing Range exceeding by 
1, 100 feet that of the highest point on the 
Molonglo or Burra route. But the comparison 
is not extended beyond this. The distance, .we· 
know, would be much shorter this way ; the 
nature of the soil the whole way, except for 
about 3 miles getting down to the Nume­
ralla, would furnish easy cutting ; timber would 
be abundant, and whichever way the line is 
taken, will have to be drawn for its construction• 
from this side of the Dividing Range ; only two 
rivers would have to be crossed the whole way, 
namely, the Shoalhaven and Numeralla; and, 
albeit the altitude attained in getting through 
the Dividing Range is considerably above any 
point_ on the Molonglo line, yet it must be borne 
in mind that there is only one eminence to be 
surmounted on this line, to which there is a 
gradual ascent and descent, and not a series of 
elevations, one after the other, to clamber over, 
as on that route, where the numerous water­
sheds forming the south-eastern tributaries of 
the Murray have to be crossed, necessitating a 
succession of Yery stiff gradients and a good deal 
of zigzagging, and the erection of a number of 
large and very costly bridges. The advantage 
of the Braidwood route consists, mainly, in the 
facilities for cheapness of construction which it 
affords in the line being made to adapt itself to· 
the natural features of the country, which can 
be taken advantage of without-increasing the 
distance. . 

Briefly reviewing these facts therefore, as 
pointed out by the inspecting surveyor and 
commented upon by his superior, we ask is there 
sufficient in the one unfavourable feature of the 
line pointed out as to the height of the dividing 
range to discard it altogether? Ought not its 
other advantages to be taken into consideration 

·in order to compare it fairly with the other routes 
that have been surveyed; and if so, has anything 
bee.n shown in Mr. Randall's report or Mr. Pal-

.. iner's memorandum thereon to the Engineer-in­
Chief to debar us from having the same fair 
play accorded to this line as to the others, and 
of getting its merits and demerits accurately 
tested by means of a trial survey for the pur­
pose of giving the Government, or, if they are 
unable to decide, the Parliament proper data to 
go upon in determining which is the best way 
for the proposed line to be taken. 
He rested his case upon what he had read, 
and he was sure that if honorable members 
had time to read the documentary evidence 
which he could submit to them they would 

be convinced that a great injustice ·would 
be done, not on_ly to the district of Braid­
wood but to the cou.ntry generally, if we 
proceeded to decide upon the route without. 
giving due attention to this informatioi:i. 
Suppose it should turn out that the Go­
vernment could·not ask the House to sanc­
tion the construction of the line via 
Braidwood, the money expended in the· 
survey would not be wasted ; because the 
time would come when the country 'vould 
have to be intersected with a network of 
railways, and the information afforded by 
these trial surveys would then he exceed­
ingly useful. He appealed· to the House 
and to the Government to say that the in­
habitants of the large and populous district 
of Braidwood should not be allowed to 
remain under the impression that they 
were to suffer a gross injustice. 

Motion made, and question proposed. 
Mr. LACKEY said that the honorable 

member had given a great deal of informa­
tion to show that the proposed brancli line 
to Cooma ought to be taken via Braidwood. 
If, however; the honorable member had 
adduced the evidence of any skilled officer 
or other person capable of forming a cor­
rect opinion of the character of the country 
over which the railway would have to be 
constructed, he would have done more to 
assist the House in arriving at a decision. 
He submitted, however, that the evidence 
which the honorable member had produced 
could not be regarded as in any way authori­
tative. No doubt that evidence represented 
the opinions of a great number of residents 
in the Braidwood district who were very 
anxious to see a railway constructed 
through that part of the country. The 
facts of the case were these : The Govern­
ment on bringing forward their proposals 
for the construction of railways throughout 
the country deemed it advisable to make 
surveys in different directions with a view 
ultimately of constructing a railway from 
Goulburn to Cooma. The staff of sur­
veyors was out for a long time endeavour­
ing to ascertain which was the most 
desirable route-the one along which the 
line could be most easily constructed; and 
which 'fould pass through the country 
having the largest population, and holding 
out the ITTeatest inducements for settle­
ment. Several directions were taken by the 
surveys, the routes being from Tarago to 
Bungendore a.cross the Queanbeyan River, 
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'through Boro 'to Michelago, and on towards 
-Oooma ; another was by way of Tarago, 
,:Sungendore, Queanbeyan, Michelago; and 
another vi12 Gundaroo, Queanbeyan, and 
Michelago.. The ·honorable member had 
·made representations to the Railway 
-Department from time to time as to the 
.propriety of a trial survey being made 
·through the clistrict of Braid wood, and 
his :representations were referred to the 
En"ineer-in-Ohief, ·who reported against 
the

0 
proposal, considering that it would be 

undesirable to construct a railway via 
-Braidwood to Oooma, because Braidwood 
was out of the direct route, and if the line 
-went in that direction, it would leave out 
t"\ie whole of a large population on the 
western shores of Lake George,· Quean­
beyan, Molonglo, and Michelago. The 

·route which the _honorable member pro­
posed would be through a district having 

·a very sparse population, and one which, 
-from the na~ure of the country, would 
·render the construction of a railway almost 
.impracticable. Owing to the urgent re­
presentation of -the honorable mE>mber, 
however, a surveyor (Mr. Randall) was 
directed to report upon the character of 
the country before the expense of a sur­
vey was incurred. He traversed the route 

•in'company with several persons who were 
well acquainted with it, and afterwards 
reported against it. Further. representa­
tions having ·been made to the department 
-on-the subject, another surveyor was sent 
to examine the proposed route ; and he, 

-after riding through and carefully ex-
ploring the country in company with per­
sons who were -well acquainted with the 
district, reported· that. the construction oL 

·a railwav from Goulburn to Dooma via 
Braidwo'od w'as= utterly impracticable, the 
engineering difficulties being almost equal 

•to those which had to be overcome in 
·constructii1g the -line of ·railway across 
·the Blue Mountains. There were as-­
cents and descents along the r~ute towards 
the watersheds· of the Umaralla River, 
which were almost as great as those to be 

•met with on the Blue Mountains. The 
House would· be willing to see everything 

·done which could be done to meet the 
:wishes of the honorable member and his· 
-constituents ; but he thought that under 
•all the circumstances it·would be unwise 
·for the Assembly to arbitrarily direct the 
_Railway Department to make a trial 

[Mr. Lackey. 

-survey. He hoped the honorable member 
would see that the Government desired 
only to do that which was for the interest 
of the country at large, and that they were 
siniply guided by their officers, whose re­
ports were entirely opposed to the honor­
able member's view upon the subject. He 
trusted that the motion would be with­
drawn, as he did not wish to divide against 
·it; but, should it be persisted in, he would 
be obliged to do so. · 

Mr. FITZPATRICK said that the 
honorable membe; for Braidwood was quite 
justified in bringing the matter before the 
House, for it was undoubtedly the duty of 
honorable members to pay attention to 

·the wants of the districts they repre­
sented. He believed that the route from 
Gunning to Gundaroo was perfectly flat, 
and that it presented no difficulties what­
ever to the construction of a railway. Did 
he not believe that that was the best route 
he would hold his tongue, because he 
would not support a line which he did not 
think would be the best. As far as he 
could gather, those who wE>re opposed to 

·the line being carried along that route con­
sidered that it was longer than_ the other 
route, and he rose to rebut that argu­
ment. After all the preliminary steps 
had been taken the matter must rest in the 
hands of the Government, \vho, he sup­
posed, would be guided, as they ought to 
be, chiefly by the reports of their pro­
fessional officers, and the opinion of the 
head of the department, a gentleman of 
great ability and high character. It was 
objected that the junction at Goulburn 
would make the line shorter from Sydney 
to Cooma than it would be if the junction 
were effected at Gunning. That. was per­
fectly true, but he took an argument which 
ought to have more'weightthan that. We 
ought not to think merely of the inte1'ests 

·of the people of Oooma but of the interests 
·of the people of the whole colony, and it 
was cheaper for the people of the whole 
colony that the junction with the Southern 
line should be effected further south-say 

·at Gunning. · It would be cheaper still to 
have the junction at Yass, but that would · 
place the lines almost at right angles with 
each other. The junction could be more 
.easily effected at Gunning ; and, in con­
sidering the question of distance, it should 

·be remembered that the line to Gunning 
:was already constructed. 
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Sir HENRY PARKES : What is the differ­
·ence in distance between a line from Coo ma 
to Gunning and a line from Cooma to 
cGoulburn 1 · 

Mr.· FITZPATRICK : I suppose that 
the difference would be about 12 miles. 
Twenty-four miles of line are already made 
on the longer route. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : Is the distance 
from Cooma to Gunning shorter than the 
distance from Cooma to Goulburn 1 

}-\fr. FITZPATRICK was not quite 
sure, hut he supposed that the difference 
was about 11 01· 12 miles. The honorable 
member for Queanbeyan could no doubt 
say exactly. 

Mr. MACINTOSH did not desire to 
do anything that would force the Govern­
ment to make a trial survey. The country 
was no doubt rough, but that was· only 
for a distance of 12 or 18 miles, the 
rest being fl.at, and since the exploration 
made by Mr. Randall, who was the last sur­
v:eyor sent there, a more practicable route 
than that gentleman traversed had been 
discovered. He had received from a gen­
tleman who resided in the district, and in 
whom he had perfect confidence, a letter 
stating that a route had been discovered 
which would probably upon survey be 
found to be not only practicable, but easy. 
Two of the party who accompanied ]\fr. 
·Randall had found an easy track over the 
range, and they accounted for its not 
being seen on the former occasion by the 
fact that Mr. Randall was in a hurry to 
get away. The new route was much 
shorter than the one via Queanbeyan, and 
passed through a forest of the finest tim­
ber in the country, while on the other 
route there .was not a stick fit even for 
the fencing in of the railway line. As 
there clearly appeared to be a practicable 
route from Braidwood to Cooma, he would 
certainly vote for the motion to have a 
trial survey made, so that definite infor­
mation might be obtained. Up to the 
present time only a flying trip had been 
made over the country. Another consi­
deration was that expensive bridges would 
have to be constructed on the l'oute via 
Bungendore and Queanbeyan, while on 
the lower route, bridges of a less expen­
sh-e character would be required. The 
population of Braidwood was quite equal 
to that of Queanbey'an or ·Gundaroo. 
~ . M:" THO~IPSON: They are half Chinamen. 

Mr. MACINTOSH-: Everybody must 
·be aware that there was a large agricul­
·tural population settled about Braidwood, 
while Ar::i.luen was a great mining disti'ict. 
R.e had no personal interest in the matter, 
but he had the utmost faith in the gentle­
man who had furnished him with the in­
formation he had giyen, and, as the Go- , 
'vernment usually yielded in case!? where 
the inhabitants of a district thought their 
interests had not been properly considered, 
'he hoped they would give way in this 
·instance also and consent to a trial survey· 
being made for the· satisfaction· of the 
·people of Braidwood. 

Mr. McELHONE intended to vote 
against the motion because it had been in­
troduced at a most improper time-when 
'the session was about to terminate. It 
looked like an attempt to coerce the Go­
vernment to do what they believed to be . 
wrong. If other honornble members had 
adopted the course pursued by the honor­
able member for Braidwood, the Govern­
ment would have been inundated with ap-
1llications to have trial surveys made, and 
with far stronger claims than the honor­
able member for Braidwood could urge: 
If the honorable ·member thought that the 
railway ought to be taken through the 
Braidwood district, he should have taken 
action sooner. At the present perioq of 
the session he did not think the Rouse 
was in a fit state to consider whether the 
route' recommended by the honorable mem­
ber was one which ought to be adopted or 
not. 

Mr. BADGERY said that as a trial' 
survey of the line advocated by the honor­
abJe member for Braidwood would not 
cause any delay, the Government not being 
in a position to carry out the line already 
authorised, he would vote for the motion. 
At the same time, from his knowledge of 
the country, he thought there was .no pos­
sibility that the route suggested by the 
honorable member for East Sydney (Mr. 
Macintosh) would be adopted, but that the 
route favoured by the Government would 
be the one finally approved. However, 
from what he knew .of the Braidwood dis­
trict and its productive capabilities, he 
thought it only fair that the Government 
should make a trial survey in that direc­
tion for the satisfaction of the residents 
who, if their claims were not considered, 
would think · they had been unju~tly 
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treated. The honorable member for East 
Sydney was mistaken in saying that inex­
pensive bridges only would be required over. 
the Shoalhaven River. In his opinion one 
bridge over the Shoalhaven River would 
be more expensive than several crossings 
by the other route. 

Mr. DILLON did not think with the 
honorable member for the Upper Hunter 
that the motion had · been Lrought for­
ward too late in the session ; he thought 

·it had been Lrought forward too early, for 
he was not aware that it had yet been de­
cided to carry a railway from Goulburn 
to Cooma. · As the motion had been pro­
posed, however, he would support it, be­
ca:use a trial survey would do no great 
harm, either by causing delay or expense, 
while it would satisfy the people of the 
district. He did not know anything as 

. to the relative merits of the two routes, 
but he had been in the Braidwood district 
and knew that it was a very fine country. 
There was very valuable agricultural land, 
and the mineral riches of the rlistrict were 
scarcely yet known. The people of Braid­
wood had been for a long time asking for 
a trial survey, and he did not see why it 
should be refused, simply because a.flying 
exploration had been made. These ex-

. plorations were never thorough in any 
sense. The-surveyor sent to report always 
got over the country as fast as he could ; 
sometimes a few residents accompanied 
him and showed him the routes they were 
acquainted with, but the examination of 
the country was very partial and hurried. 
He was informed that in this particular 
case better routes had been discovered 
since the visit of the Government officer, 

-but he was informed that the only route 
which had been surveyed was that by way . 
of Queanbeyan. It was not for honorable 
members to discuss the relative merits of 
the various routes suggested ; that could 
~nly be .done after a trial survey of each 
·route had been made by competent officers. 
,After all, money spent in making trial sur-

• veys was not misspent, because in time to 
come, no doubt, all our towns would be 
connected by railways, so that any sur­
Teys made now, though. not useful at the 
time, would be useful eventually. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that the result 
of agreeing to the motion would be a 
·delay of two or three year in the construc­
tion of the railway; and, unless a good case 

[Mr. Badgery . 

' could be made out in favc.ur of Braid-ivood, 
the House ought not to iusist on the pro­
posed survey being made. He thought 
the Government had the fullest possible 
information with reference to the· route 
between Braid wood and Cooma. It would 
be utterly impossible to take the railway by 
that route, owing to .the character of the 
country. After what 11ad been said by 
the Secretary for Public Works, it was not 
necessary to refer to the character of the 
various routes proposed·; but he would 
quote a few statistics which would illus­
trate the relative importance of the rival 
districts, and would show that as a matter 
of public policy it wou_ld be unwise to take 
the milway by way of Braidwood. In the 
Queanbeyan district, in 1878, the number 
of sheep was 333,022, producing 900 tons 
of wool, against 18,549 sheep, producing 
only 50 tons of wool, in the Braidwood 
district. With regard to agriculture, in 
the Queanbeyan district, in 1877, 78,803 
bushels of wheat were produced, while not 
half the quantity was produced in the 
Braidwood district. Taking into con­
sideration the character of the country, 
and the probable trade, there '!as no good 
reason for making a survey for a railway 
between Braidwood and Cooma. 

l\ir. DAY thought honorable members 
who had spoken in support of the motion 
could know very little of the country 
between Braidwood and Cooma. The 
Government might some day construct a 
line from Goulburn to Braidwood with 
advantage, but between Braidwood and 
the Umaralla River there was one of the 
most barren tracts of country to be found 
in the colony, with little else besides kan­
garoo rats upon it. He admitted that 
there was land. of very good character in 
the vicinity of Braidwood itself; and, if 
there were not many sheep upon it --

Mr. THOMPSON : Not half so many as in 
the Queanbeyan district. 

Mr. DAY: Braidwood had always been 
recognised as good cattle country. But 
the country between Cooma and Quean­
beyan was on a. dead level, a,nd the same 
might be said of the land between Cooma 
and the Umaralla River. That country, 
however, would be tapped by another line. 
If the honorable member had brought for­
ward a motion asking for the survey of a 
branch line to Braid wood, the House 
might have done well to entertain t.Q.e 
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proposal ; for the line; as far as ·Braid­
wood, would traverse good country. But 
in·constructing the line to Cooma we must 
not disregard the level country-for the 
most ~part Cro>v'n lands-between Mi­
chelago and Cooma, and the first class coun-

. try between Goulburn and Lake George. 
Mr. GARRET!' said he would' vote 

against the motion, because if it were 
carried it would lead to a long delay in 
the construction ·of the railway, and the 
consequent infliction of a great injury upon 
the country as well as a great wrong to 
the large district of Monaro. There could 
not be much doubt as to the desirableness 
of the proposed railway; but no one 
travelling from Goulburn to Cooma would 
think of going via Braid wood. When the 
great rush to Kiandra took place people 
travelled through Monaro from all parts, 
but few attempted to reach their destina­
tion by .the Braidwood route, and those 
who did make the attempt were not likely 
to repeat it. Taking Braidwood by itself 
he at once admitted that it might be con­
nected with the main line of railway with 
advantage; but it did not follow because 
that was "the case that a line to Cooma 
should be taken tprough that town. 

Mr. O'CONNOR would· vote against 
the motion if he thought that the proposed 
trial survey would delay the construction 
of the railway, but he did not see why 
that should be the case. Besides, the 
work would be a coi;tly one, and it was 
therefore the more desirable that honor­
able members should have the fullest pos­
sible information before committing them­
selves to a particular route. 

Mr. GREVILLE, in reply, said the 
. main objections to the motion had been 
urged by honorable members who appeared 
to think that he was advocating a trial 
survey in the interests of Braidwood. He · 
was doing nothing of the kind. All that 
he contended was that the House should 
stay their hands in the matter until they 
had obtained the necessary information. 
He had not come forward in the interests 
of Braidwood, however good a claim upon 
the consideration of. honorable members 
that pl.ace might possess ; he had spoken 
more in the interests of Cooma and of 
Sydney than in those of Braidwood.. The 
possibility of the survey occupying two 
years was a bugbear. The greater portion 
of the line was surveyed, and, even if the 

- . ·.. . ...... 
work did occupy two years, it would' be , ·' 
better to suffer the inconvenience of a; . ., . 
little delay rather than commit a gigantic 
mistake in the selection of the routP. 1 

From documents he had read, and evidence , 
which had been. submitted to him, he felt 
convinced that the proposed route via· 
Braidwood was worthy of consideration.· 
A Government surveyor at first reported 
that the route was impracticable; another 
selected a lower altitude, which made the 
route more. practicable ; and a correspon­
dent of the honorable member for East 
Sydney (Mr. Macintosh) had discovered 
another route of a lesser altitude than the 
tw:o previously considered. ·what did we 
keep our survey staff fod \.Vhy should 
not some of the officers be told off to 
examine the country between Braidwood _ , 
and Cooma ~ The only real objection 
raised by the Minister for Lands was the 
high mountain range which would .have. 
to be crossed; but in comparing the range 
to the Blue Mountains the honorable gen­
tleman was drawing upon his imagination 
and picturing difficulties which the officers ;-.;.; 
of his department had not discovered. He 
had th~ reports of the officers before him, ,, 
and was unable to discover any mention 
of .the Blue Mountains. He felt assured 
that unless the trial survey for which he 
asked were made, a great injustice would 
be clone to the district. · 

Question-That the motion be agreed 
to-put, whereupon a division was called 
for with the following result:- -: 

Ayes ... 19 . 
Noes 23 

Majority 

Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. Badgery, 
Mr. Ba.rton, 
Mr. Bennett, 
Mr. R. B. Smith, 
Mr. Terry, 
Mr. McCulloch, 
Mr. Barbour, 
Mr. S. C. Brown, 

Sir Hcn.ry Parkes, 
Mr. Watson, 
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. Baker, 
Mt Hoskirui, 

4 

AYES. 

Mr. Ma.cintosh, 
Mr. W. C. Browne, 
Mr. Beyers, 
Mr. Shepherd, 
Mr. Dillon, 
Mr. Melville, 
Mr. Coona.n. 

Tellers, 
Mr. O'Connor, 
Mr. Greville. 

NOES. 

Mr. Combes, 
Mr. J. Davies, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Day,. 
Mr. McElhonc, 
Mr. Garrett, 

.-,; 
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Mr. Jacob, Mr. Roseby, 
Mr. Cameron, Mr. Fawcett, 
Mr. Burns, Mr. Teece. 
Dr. Renwick, Tellers 
,Mr. Greenwood, Mr. T. R. Smith, 
.Mr. Hezlet, Mr. Thompson. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 
Mr. SPEAKER reported the receipt from 

the Auditor General of ·the Treasurer's 
Annual Statement of Public Accounts for 
th~ year 1879, with the Auditor General's 
report thereon, furnished in accordance 
with the 3'8th section of the Audit Act. 

.ADJOURNMENT. 
INSO,LVENT ESTATE OF JAMES LITTLE­

MINER.A.LS IN UNSOLD CROWN· L.A.NDS­
SYDNEY POLICE COURTS. 
Mr. McELHONE moved the adjourn· 

ment of the House, in order to call the 
attention of the Treasurer to what he 
regarded as a cold-blooded piece of tyranny 
on the part of an official assignee, in con­
j unction with a solicitor, whose action in 
the matter was a disgrace to the profession. 
A short time ago Mr. Jam es Little, a 
store-keeper at Scone, in consequence of 
losses by drought, the small selectors who 
were his chief debtors being unable to pay, 
became insolvent. The estate was placed 
in the hands of official assignee Sempill, 
who, instead of dealing with the claims 
himself, handed them over to a solicitor 
named Russell. All the debts were for 
such amounts that they could have been 
recovered in the District Court by suing. 
But a demand was made in every case. In 
some· instances a bank draft, cheque, or 
money order was sent down. Mr. Russell 
refused to receive the amounts due to the 
estate until his costs were paid, and, before 
they could be paid, writs were taken out in 
the ~upreme Court. It was known as a 
fact that many of these poor people, whose 
blood was thus sucked, had parted with 
nearly all their small number of live stock, 
which had outlived the drought, in order to 
pay their liabilities. This Mr. Sempill re-

. ceived his 5 per cent. for doing nothing. 
Why should these persons, who received 
thousands a year for doing nothing, getting 
5 per cent. out of these ins9lvent estates, 
be allowed to put the collection of the ac­
counts into the hands of solicitors 7 Dr. 
Creed, who mentioned this matter to him, 
desired him to bring it before the House, 

.and furnished him with docume.nts which 
showed that this solicitor Russell was 
employed to apply for payment, and·· 
that at the same time he demanded 
costs ; in the majority of instances it 
.was a guinea, the sole excuse for the 
charge being that a letter was written. 
He presumed. that a solicii,or could not 
charge for such a letter if a . person 
tendered the money ; at any rate, he was 
entjtled to only 6s. Sd. for writing a 
letter, and that was a great deal too much. 
He believed the official assignees put in­
solvent estates in the hands of solicitors in 
order to divide the plunder. It was not 
-long ago since this Mr. Sempill was him­
self an insolvent, and .took the benefit of 
the law ; and yet he had no mercy on 
these poor people who had lost their little 
all by drought. He handed them over to 
.this blood-sucker Russell, and after they 
had paid all they owed he then demanded 
costs. The Bank of New South Wales 
held bills of sale, or other security, over 
.the goods and chattels of Little, and they 
claimed to be paid the money which one 
poor man paid into the bank, so that, 
to meet the demand of Sempill and Rus­
sell, he had to pay the money twice 
over. In the case of Hugh McColl for 
10s. 6d. costs, Russell took a '7rit out 
of the Supreme Court ; although the 
money due had been sent, this Shylock 
would not take it wtless he obtained the 
costs, yet this poor man had sold all that 
was left to him by drought in. order to 
pay his debts. The .amount of the debt 
:was £ 14 1 Os. 5d. The Minister of Justice, 

·he believed, had power to deal with thes~ 
official assignees, and he would ask the . 
honorable member whether t)iey were 
allowed to levy black-mail in tliis way. 
It was high time the Government took 
the matter in hand, and saw to the altera­
tion of the insolvency laws so as to take 
out of the hands of these individuals the 
powerto persecute. Thesewerecasesforthe 
District Court, not for the Supreme Court. 
A grosser piece of cruelty was never per­
petrated than this by those vampires Sem­
pill and Russell. Among the victims 
were two gentlemen, Messrs. F. and S. Par­
bury, known to the honorable member.for 
East Maitland-rµen who were not ·likely 

, to evade their debts. Those young men 
were served with writs .by Russell, although 
they were ready to pay on demand what 
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was due. He believed it was illegal to de­
mand costs before steps haJ been taken to 
.recover in a Court of law, or to demand 
payment for a letter until an action had 
been commenced. But Russell wanted to 
make all he could in this way. He hoped 
.the Minister of Justice would cause the 
Commissipner to call Mr. Sempill to book, 
if he had not power to deal with Russell. 
These victims had never had an account 
rendered before they were called on to pay 
what they owed as well as two guineas as 
costs. In that case Russell did not wait 
for a reply; he immediately took out a 
.writ to put these unfortunate persons to 
further expense. He imagined that such 
.a man as Russell was a disgrace to any 
profession, more especially to the legal pro­
fession ; and it was difficult to understand 
how he was admitted to it ; he could not 

· have been admitted if he had to undergo 
the examination to which solicitors are 
now subjected. In another case, that 
·of 1\ir. Pinkerton, a man who also was 
.well-known to the honorable member for 
-East -Maitland, 'there was a charge of 
four guineas for costs, and before the 
man had time to send a telegram Rus­
sell had a writ issued from the Su­
preme Court. It would be better to be in 
the clutches of the Kelly gang, and to be 
asked for your money or your life; than to 
be in the hands of Sempill and Russell, 
who would take both. He believed that 
there were solicitors in Sydney who worked 

-in collusion with the official assignees to 
extort from debtors in insolvent estates 
more than was due. ·James Wood, 

1an · honest, straightforward man, paid 
£10 ls. lOd. to the manager of the Bank 
of New South vV ales at Scone, who had 
demanded it and received it. He was 

· 8erved with a writ and charged with two 
guineas costs. He knew this man to be a 
highly honorable hard working fellow, who 

"had been struggling against losses by ad­
verse seasons. The money was dem!\>nded 
of him by the bank, which, under a bill of 
sale or other power over the estate of 
Little, received the moneys. Yet these 
fiends in human form, Sempill and Rus­
sell, came down on the poor man because 
he did not pay the .money twice, and 
Russell issued a writ against him, not 
caring if he compelled him to sell the 
~hirt from his back. He thought it 
was the .duty of the official assignee to 

.demand payment of debts due to an 
insolvent estate, and if they were not 
liquidated within a reasonable period, to 
take action for their recovery in his own 
·name without handing over the business 
to any solicitor. There could be no doubt 
that there was "urgent necessity for an 
amendment of the insolvency laws which 
would take it out of the power of men 
such as these to harass unfortunate people 
who were debtors to an insolvent estate. 
It would be to the interest of all parties 
concerned if the Government appointed 
two or three competent persons who 
.should have the management of insolvent 
estates. 

l\'Ir. S. C. RROWN thought it was a 
great pity that the honorable member for 
The Upper Hunter would persist in using 
such intemperate language. He had 
perused the papers which the honorable 
.member had in his possession, and the 
persons whose cases were mentioned seemed 
to him to have suffered considerable hard­
ship. He really could not understand 
how some of the things stated in the 
documents could have happened. It was 
not his duty to pass judgment on his pro­
fessional brethren, but he thought the 
gentleman referred to by the honorable 
member for The Upper Hunter had in. ~i1fo 
or three cases committed very grave t.u0rs, , 
and had been ve1y harsh indeed. He would 
have acted more wisely if he had been 
more merciful and lenient. If the state­
ments made were true, the attorney had 
not only acted harshly towards the debtors 
in .the estate, but he had acted most .. 
foolishly in the interest of the estate. Still 
he did not think anything had been done 
to warrant the harsh and intemperate 
la:1:1guage of the )lonorable member for The 
Upper Hunter. He rose chiefly to point 
out that there was really no use in bringing 
the matter before the House, as neither 
the Government nor the House had any 

. power to interfere. The official assignees 

. :were appointed by the Chief Justice. The 
Commissioner of Insolvent Estates sat as 
a Judge in his own Court, and the Govern­
'ment had no power over him. For the 
.-Government to ask the Commissioner or a 
,Judge to hold an investigation into any 
, particular matter would, in his opinion, 
:.be an interference with the proceedings 
.of justice, which would be far worse ju 
.its ·consequences than even the wrongs 
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which the people named. had suffered. 
Those people were not without a remedy. 
They had the power to ~sk the Com­
missioner to hold an investigation into 
the conduct of the official assignee or any 
other person acting in the administration 
of an insolvent estate, and he was quite 
satisfied if the charges made were P.roved 
before the Commi:isioner the p~~(mld 
get substantial redress. W_h~~'..Ja~t~ly 
good was done by referring to··tJie ·matter 
in the House ~ The people would not get 
their money back in consequence of any­
thing which was said or done in the 

· House, as the· Commissioner could not in­
terfere unless the matters were brought 
under his notice in a regular way. If all 
other attempts to obtain redress had failed 
there might be some justification for men­
tioning the matter in the House. 

Mr. BADGERY did not agree with 
the honorable member for Newtown as to 
its being impolitic to refer to the matter 
in the House. He knew most of the par­
ties whose names had been mentioned by 

- the honorable member for The Upper 
, Hunter, and he believed the statements 

•:they made were true. It was all very 
well to talk about applying to the Chief 
Commissioner for redress, but it was only 
reasonable to assume that the unfortunate 
people thought that they had had enough 
of lawyers already, and would not be pre­
pared to ha Ye anything more to do 'With 
them. Reference to the matter in the 
House would have this good effect : it 
would show people the dangers to which 

• ~hey were exposed, and they would be 
careful to protect themselves as far as 
they could. He should like to know 
whether solicitors had any power to claim 
fees under the circumstances stated by the 
honorable member for The Upper.Hunter. 

Mr. S. C. BaowN: No .• , .· 
Mr. BADGERY: Then it is disgrace­

ful for any man to claim the costs. 
Mr. COPELAND wished to draw at­

tention ~o what he considered a ve;-y ab­
surd practice in regard to the sales of 
land: that was when land was offered 
for sale, but not. sold, the Crown lost all 
interest in the minerals contained in the 
land. There might be some reason in 
~owing a purchaser of land to become 

'possessed of the minerals, but he could 
~not understand on what principle the 
minerals should be lost to the Crown 

[Mr. S. C. Brown. 

simply because the land in which they 
were contained had been offered for sale. 
He thought the Government ought t~ut 
a stop to this absurd practice. · ~·: 

Mr. O'CONNOR suggested that reform/ 
should . be made in regard to the holding 
of Courts at the vV ater Police Court build­
ing. The other day the Small Debts Court 
was held in a small room to the inconve­
nience of suitors when a larger room was 
unoccupied. Therew:asa buildingat the cor­
ner of Erskine and Clarence streets which 
was formerly used for a women's lock-up, 
but which had been closed for the last three 
years, and several of his constituents sug­
gested that a policeman should be stationed 
there. He hoped the suggestion would 
receive the attention of the Colonial Secre­
tary. With regard to the matter brought 
before the House by the honorable. mem­
ber for The Upper Hunter, he thought 
that there was some excuse for the lan­
guage used by the honorable member. 
Reference to the matter in the House 
would have this good effect : it would 
strike terror into the minds of those heart­
less wretches who would harass unfortunate 
people in such a way. The time of Par­
liament was not wasted when it was taken 
up in exposing such cases. 

Mr. McELHONE, in reply, thought 
that the law society, of which the Attorney 
General was the head, ought to take cog­
nisance of the matter which he had men­
tioned. · If the Attorney General brought 
the conduct of Mr. Russell under the no­
tice of the Supreme Court, he believed the 
Court had the power to strike his i:i:ame off 
the roll. He should make no excuse to 
any one for having spoken _so warmly on 
the subject. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

CASE OF PATRICK AND MICHAEL 
GRIFFIN. 

o;der of the Day read for the resump­
tion of the debate, adjourned from June 
15th, ·on motion (by Mr. BADGERY),­

That the resolution of this House, passed on 
the 10th June, 1879, adopting the report from 
the select committee in the case of Patrick and 

_ Michael (}riflin, be rescinded. 

Question put, whereupon a. division was 
called for with the following result :-

Ayes 10 
Noes 26 

:Majority 16 
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Mr. Greville, 
Mr~R. H. Browne, 
Mr.'.tMeiville, 
Mr. Garrett, 
'Mr. Teece, 
Mr. W. C. Browne, 

Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. ·watson, · 
Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. Suttor, 

AYES. 

Mr. Bennett, 
Mr. O'Connor. 

Tellers, 
Mr. Terry, 
Mr. Badgery. 

NOES. 

Mr. ·wisdom, 
Mr. ·Simson, 
Mr. Baker, 
Mr. Burns, 

Mr. Farnell, 
Sir Henry Parkes, 
Mr. J. Davies, 
Mr. Dillon, 

Mr. Hoskins, 
Mr. T. R. Smith, 
Mr. Copeland, 
Mr. Dangar, 

Mr. Roseby, 
Mr. Bowman, 
Mr. S. C. Brown, 

Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Harris. 

Mr. Eckford, Tellers, 
Mr. Fawcett, Mr. Hezlet, 
Mr. Barbour, Mr. Clarke. 

Question consequently resolved 
negative. 

EQUITY BILL. 

rn the 

Bill recommitted; and clause 84 amended 
by substituting the word "September" for 
the word "May." 

WOOL, CATTLE, AND COAL TAX 
BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

, Mr. vV ATSON, rising to move the 
second reading of this Bill, said : After 
the lengthy debates which have taken 
place on the proposed imposition of the 
taxes provided for in in this measure, it 
appears to me that there is very little in 
the shape of new arguments left for me to 
urge, and after the full discussion which has 
taken place, extending over several nights, 
I shall best consult the convenience of 
honorable members by not recapitulating 
what has already been advanced prior to 
the adoption of the resolutions upon which 
the Bill is based, in Committee of Ways 
and Means. I ha.ve fully shown to honor­
able members that we require additional 
taxation to make the revenue equal to the 
expenditure; and I claim for the taxation 
we have submitted that it is as little ob­
jectionable as any which could be devised ; 
and it has this also to recommend it, that 
it will not entail any cost for collection, 
while the amount of the tax will be ·con­
siderable. Taxes of any kind are sure to 
be objected to by those upon whom they will 
fall, and the imposts which have been sug­
gested by honorable members inlieuof those 
which I han proposed would ce~tainly be 

far more strongly objected to. A property­
tax would be one attended with great diffi: 
culty at the present time, even if it could'-
be made available in sufficient time to 
meet our requirements. Honorable mem-
bers have also recommended that we 
should increase the tea and sugar duties ; 
but ifq.had proposed to increase those 
duties, it 'must be clear that such a. tax 
wo'uffi'11ot' l)if approved. r o;e of the prin­
cipal' <f~fe'<cfions which have been urged 
against the proposed export duty on wool is-· 
that it will interfere with tho shipment of 
Queensland wool from this port. The tax 
which we propose will not, however, inter-
fere with that trade in any way. Provi-
sion has been made that that trade should 
be in no way hampered, and it will continue 
to be carried on. just in the same manner 
as it is at present. And, while on this 
poin~, I may remind honora_ble members 
who have .started this objection that there 

t:',: 

_. 

will be a positive encouragement for the 
Queensland wool trade to come here, as 
under the Bill which has just been as­
sented to, goods from intercolonial ports . ·• · ~ 
intended for transhipment here for Lon:. 
clon will be exempted from the payment of.~ · · 
wharfage rates. Wool arriving from· 
Queensland after this Bill becomes law,' 
will be dealt with exactly in the same way. 
as it is at present. This wool has now to 
be entered at the Customs House, and the 
marks, numbers, and weight are given. 
we propose that this course shall be 
adopted ; but, when the entry has been 
passed, the collector will give a certificate 
to show that wool of that quantity and 
description has been imported. The wool 
can then go into warehouse, and it will 
not be required that it shall be placed in 

. bond. vVhen the wool is about to be ex­
ported, t~e •. c;s.r.tificate will. have to be pro­
duced, and• the wool will be exported 
without any ·iii:ipediment whatever. If 
the wool were imported in the grease, and 
were to be scoured before export, a deduc­
tion of 50 per cent. will be made for 
scouring. So much for the argument 
based on the alleged diversion of the 
Queensland trade. The same officers of 
Customs who now collect other duties will 
collect the wool duties; and the same 
staff which now deals with stock will 
collect the tax: on stock ; while the tax.fon· 
coal will also be collected by the officers of 
customs, and will go into the revenue 
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i' ·'.without any deduction for the cost of col-
i1 .. r. · · lection. I am satisfied that no taxes more 
i•, . equitable than those ei:nbodied·in the Bill 
;.· can _be proposed ; and with this conviction 
:\"' I leave the measure in the hands of honor­

able members, feeling assured that they 
will agree to the proposals submitted. ,, .. 

Motion made, and question proposed. 

··-
Mr. FITZP,ATRIOK : I do not intend 

to enter up.on much argunien~"on this 
occasion, but I shall conten~.~~j~elf by· 

.. .- simply recording my vote against; the 
second reading of the Bill.· I think, how­
ever, that I ought to say· that the Trea­
surer assumes that he has satisfied ·the 

.. ' Committee that there is a necessity 'for· 
more taxation ; but I take leave to think 
that the honorable member has satisfied 
neither the House nor the country. The 
expenditure· proposed by the Government 
will considerably exceed £5,000,000, and 

'-

the estimated deficiency-not the ascer­
tained deficiency-will be considerably 
under £200, 000. For the Treasurer, under 
such circumstances, to talk of the necessity 
for additional taxation, is simply to injure 
the good repute of the colony. I leave with 

·the Treasurer ani:l the· Government the re­
- · sponsibility of determining that fact ; and I 

·say that they would be consulting the best 
: . interests of the colony by withdrawing the 

proposed taxation, and considering the 
whole question during the recess. I make 
this suggestion in no spirit of hostility to the· 
Government, but from·a1~ earnest desire to 
savethecountry from thegreat injury which 
must accrue if the proposed taxes should 
be collected. I would like to. address one 
argument to. hon<!rable members, which I 
do not recollect having yet heard advanced· 
in the House, although it has. been very 
much insisted on out of doors. It is pretty 
well known that there exists in Melbourne, 
and has done for a considerable· time, a 
much better market for the sale of. wool 
than that of Sydney. So much is that the 
case, that wool is worth mQre in Melbourne 
than it is in Sydney, by reason of the 
greater concourse• of buyers. The owners 
of wool who desired to make Sydney their 
shipping port thought they saw a remedy 
for this evil that, as soon as the Southern 
Railway was completed," a little enterprise· 
on the part of ·our wool-brokers would at 
least command an· alternate sale in Syd-

- ney,. at which the foreign buyers would 
attend as they' do that at Melbourne. Any 

-[Mr. Watson. 

one, how~ver, who forecasts the operation 
of this tax will see that, if the foreig~­
buyers came here to bid, as they do at l\'[~~~ 
bourne, they would have to cope with all .-1· 
the difficulties created by the duties, the 
employment of agents, the manipulation 
connected with the placing of the wool in 
bond, declarations about the class of the 
wool, the opening of bales, and so on. I 
say that no man in his senses would come 
here twice to buy if he had to encounter 
all these difficulties. We should therefore 
be in a worse poi>ition then than now. 
.After all the efforts we have been making 
to bring the wool to Sydney by adopting 
these proposals we shall be cut;ting our own 
throats, as it were-we should be em­
barrassing the export of wool by restrictions 
which cannot exist in the southern port. 
Neither the Treasurer, nor any honorable 
member who sits with him, has offered any 
justification for this _tax. The honorable 
gentleman thinks that he is doing his duty 
in asserting this necessity for further taxa­
tion. He is a better judge of that position 
than I am, but be has not satisfied any one 
that these taxes will not be injurious in 
their cl1aracter and operation. As has 
been well stated by the honorable member 
for Camden (l\fr. Garrett), to get at the 
men whom the Government seek to tax, 
you trample upon those whom you have 
no right to tax. 

Mr. GARRETT: I have entertained 
the hope that reflection would convince 
the Government of the expediency of 
abandoning their proposals with regard to 
new taxation. They took the whole com­
munity by surprise; but, so far as the pub­
lic have been able to consider them, they 
have been universally condemned. I think 
that honorable members have been con­
vinced.that there is nothing to justify such 
proposals ; and that the effect of 'our de­
parture from the sound economical princi­
ples which have hitherto characterised our 
fiscal legislation must be to damage our 
reputation throughout the world. We re­
traced the steps which were at one time 
taken in the direction of protection, but 
now 'vithout any necessity whatever we 
are resorting to protection in its very worst 
form. Our public credit will be injursi:l 
by such an unsound scheme of taxation, 
being patched on to our present system 
which is perfectly sound of itself. We 
have a· total revenue_ of five millions 
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sterling, and we have a supposed deficit of 
some few thousands. We all know that 
there is no necessity whatever for the in- . 
creased taxation. If there should be any 
necessity for it, the Government will not 
require to provide for a deficit before the 
end of the year ; and there will be ample 
opportunity to deal with it before then. 
It can be dealt with in a much better way 
if more time be allowed. It appears, how­
ever, that the Government are determined 
to persevere in their determination to carry 
their new taxes. I hope the new taxation 
will be thrown out. The utter absence 
of any real argument in their favour must 
have struck evel'.ybody. There is nothing 
in the shape of argument to meet. The 
necessity for the taxation is not made out, 
and we have no arguments whatever in 
favour of the principle of the taxes. We 
have unfortunately been in a position in 
which theoverw helming arguments brought 
against the taxation proposals were used 
in a debate upon a motion which was not 
fairly before the House, and those argu­
ments. w·ere therefore of no effect. I am 
confident that if the matter were brought be­
fore us nowfor the first time after the oppor­
tunity which has been allowed forrefl.ection, 
the proposed new duties would be rejected. 
The arguments against the taxes have been 
unfruitful through being used at a time 
when the subject was improperly before 
us. There cannot be a doubt that the tax 
upon wool will fall upon no one except the 
producer of wool in this country ; and, as 
far as I can learn, export duties have never 
been imposed where they would fall upon 
the producer. The only justification for 
an export duty has been that it would fall· 
upon those who had to buy the article 
taxed. What are the arguments in favour 
of a tax upon the producers i That they 
have had the use of our Crown lands, and 
do not pay sufficient for them. It is suf­
ficient to say in answer to that, that one 
half the wool produced in the colony is 
grown on freehold land. We have just 
passed an Act giving Ministers power to 
compel lesseel:l to pay a fair and adequate· 
rental for the use of the Crown lands, 
and that ought to be enforced, instead of 
th.is. roundabout way of obtaining a fair, 
rental lreing resorted to. The arguments 
infavour of the wool-tax entirely fail, in the 
first place, because half the wool is pro­
duced from freehold land, and, in the 

second,. because sufficient means for obtain­
ing a highe1~ rent from the squatters have 
been provided. . 

Mr. MACINTOSH : How much of the 
public estate is sold i 

Mr. GARRETT: The honorable mem­
ber is not going to get any facts from me. 
He has explained his views upon the sub­
ject, but he quite failed to adduce any 
argument which .could be said to justify 
this tax. :ope argument used in favour· of 
the tax is that the squatters derive great 
advantages from the extension of our rail­
way system. Whose fault is it, if the 
squatters do not pay enough for those 
advantages i If they do not pay enough, 
the charges ought to be increased. It is 
unjust to inflict a tax upon the whole of 
the pastoral interest on account of advan­
tages which are not enjoyed by the whole 
of those who occupy the public estate. If 
these taxes are passed, a great number of 
people will have to pay them who do not 
use our railways at all. The wool grown 
in the Monaro district is shipped from the 
seaport of Eden, where there is no railway. 
The wool-growers there and in many other 
parts of the country will be taxed for rail­
way facilities ·from which they do not 
obtain any benefit. The tax of 6d. per 
head upon stock will be a very heavy im­
post. A beast has~to be kept 4 or 5 years 
before it is fit for the market, and the 
average amount of taxation upon it will be 
from 2~ to 5 per cent., according to the 
price which the animal will.realise. The 
amount paid in 5 years will be 2s. 6d. per 
head, and the price for which cattle are 
usually sold is from £2 10s. to £3 per 
head. It will be found when all other. 
expenses are considered that 6d. per head· 
per annum will be a heavy percentage. 
There never was a greater mistake than to 
suppose that the tax would reach none 
but those who were paying a very small 
rental for their lands. There is land at 
Kiama for which as much as £100 an acre 
has been paid, and in that district the num­
ber of stock is as large as the number to be­
found on any other lands of the same area in . 
the colony. The cattle are held in herds of 
not less than 100, and all will have to pay 
the tax. What right have you to impose 
a tax upon them, if you do not tax all the 
other property-owners in the country i In 
the district of Camden, which contains. 
three police districts, there are 76,000: 
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head of horned cattle, and according to 
the number of proprietors, as given in the 
Statistical Register, every one will be liable 
to taxation. What have the cattle breeders 
in that district clone that they should be 
singled out for special taxation 1 Is there 

·any land there the full value of which has 
not been paid to the Crown 1 There is none 
that has not cost from £20 to £30 an acre. 

. To tax them in this way is a monstrous 
·injustice which, if you were on the verge 
of bankruptcy, would not be justifiable. 

1 When we consider that our total revenue 
amounts to between five and six millions, 
and that the paltry deficit which is antici­
pated is six ··months oft; it is ridiculous 
that such extreme measures should be re­
sorted to at the present time. The pro­
posed coal-tax is worse even than the wool­
tax. The bulk of· the coal land in the 
country h:i.s been bqught at_ double the 
price of the ·pastoral land. We sold our 
royalty and now it is proposed to impose 
another royalty. But what abotlt the 
land which we leased 1 1.iV e leased it at 5s; 
·an acre with an obligation to spend £5 a 
year; yet it is now proposed to demand a 
royalty. Some honorable members say 
that the tax will not touch the pockets of 

• · the local consumers; but I say that every 
penny of it will come upon the local con­
sumer. You will get nothing out of the 
pockets of the foreign buyers. The ex­
porter will ~ot ·be able to put another 
farthing upon the pri<'..e of the coal which 
he exports, and he wi)l obtain the amount 
of the duty from the local consumer, who 
will have to pay at least ls. per ton more 
for coal. You are actually proposing to 

• make the coal proprietors pay a royalty 
after selling them the land. vV ould such 
a thing be tolerated in the case ·of a con­
tract entered into by a couple of honest 
men in private life 1 These taxes simply 
am.aunt to a penalty upon one or two 
Classes of the community-a fine imposed 
upon those classes for the benefit of the 
public at large .. The effect may be to in­
crease the customs revenue, but I prognos-· 

.ticate that it will diminish the railway 
revenue. A large proportion of the wool, 
to obtain which we have been lowering 
our railway rates and extending our rail­
ways, will not come to the port of Sydney. 
It will go to some other port. I know a 
gr:ower of wool whose clip will amount· to 

·about 3,000 bales. He will send all his 
[Mr. G~rrete. 

wool to Melbourne. It is true that he 
will have to pay the duty, but we shall 
l,ose 9s. per bale in freight. One ship less 
will come into our harbour, and our ex­
port trade will diminish by that amount of 
wool. vVe are extending our railways, 
lowering our freights, and providing faci­
lities of various kinds in order to bring 
trade to the port of Sydney, yet it is pro­
posed now to impose a kind of taxation, 
the effect of which must be to drive trade 
away. It is clearly dishonest to tax people 
to make them pay for railways which they 
are not in a position to use ; and it is 
equally dishonest to charge a further roy­
alty upon coal when our royalty has been 
sold. I know that it is impossible to do 
more than protest against the taxes. I 
have already given my vote against them, 
and I shall do the same again in the future. 
I will do all in my power to render the 
taxes as little injurious to the comunity as 
possible. In my opinion the effect of such 
taxation will be to make the Government 
detested by our own people and despised 
by those of the outside world who reflect 
upon our legislation. 

Mr. GREENWOOD : I did expect that 
some one would answer the strong argu­
ments which have been_ used against this 
measure. We have nothing to reply to. 
All the arguments used have been against 
the proposed taxation. I never heard of a 
measure of so much importance being pro­
posed in either this or any other Parlia­
ment with so little said in .its favour. I 
suppose the Treasurer is relying upon the 
votes which he has secured, and the pairing 
which I still assert the Government have 
themselves been a party to. I know that 
the Treasurer himself has .been securing 
pairs, and over thirty members have paired 
off. Public attention ought certainly to 
be directed to the matter. What did the 
Treasurer say in moving the second read­
ing of the Bill 1 He gave three reasons 
why we should agree to the motion. His 
first reason was that he knew of no other 
taxes which would not be more difficult to 
collect than those proposed in this Bill. 
Now what is that worth 1 If the Govern­
ment merely want to obtain revenue in 
the easiest way, it may be possible to find 
an easier way than this. vVhat the GO'­
vernment have to prove is that the taxes 
which they propose are in themselves just 
and right ; not that they are easier to 
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collect than other taxes. That they have transit trade very seriously if the :Bill 
not done. I hold that we have a better way with these three taxes become law, but 
of raising revenue. I think the arguments whether we shall or shall not, it is a small 
used by the Treasurer to-night come with reason to be considered by the House for 
a b~d grace from . a Government who assenting to or dissenting from the pro­
allowed three months to elapse after the posed taxation. The only other reason 
loss··6f their previous taxation proposals be- given by the Treaimrer was that the cost 
fore bringing forward any other scheme, of collecting the taxes will be very small, 
and who have lost £60,000 by the delay. because the present officers of Customs• 
The new Land Act provides .that the mini~ can do the work. Now what are .,ve to 
mum rent for a pastoral lease for 5 years infer from.that but that ,the Government 
shall be £1 per square mile, except for are now employing more officers of Customs 
back sections. The average rent last year than are needed to do the work~ If the 
was 15s. p!'lr square mile; so that in rents Customs officers can do this additional 
there must be an increase of one-third as work, they are costing too much already, 
leases fall in. It happens that during the and it is a strange admission to make, . 
present year between 1,600 and 1, 700 while you are asking for increased taxa­
leases will fall in, and we ought therefore tion, that you are spending more money 
to have the amount of the rents increased than you need. These are the only reasqns 
by about one-third. These 1,(300 or 1, 700 that we have to reply to, and.I ask horior­
leases constitute about one-third of the able members to say whether tliere is any _ 
whole number, which is about 4,300. rationality in them to justify>iiany man 
£168,000 a year is the sum with which who feels his responsibility 'as· ·a repre­
they are credited, so that the amount for sentative of t)i.e people in putting his hand 
·one-third will be about .£60,000 a year, into the people's purse in the manner the 

G -and if the Government can increase this overnment propose~ But now, li~ving· :· 
by one-third it will give them .£20,000. cleared away the chaff which has been 
If the Government will not use the power thrown at us, let us consider the"· taxes 'on 
which they possess under. the Act to ap- their merits. I will condense what I have. . 
point appraisers, and carry out the assess- to say into a very few words. . ,If the~ .. ~:,·~ 
ment of the leases, they have no right to Government want a short,. sharp, and· ' .. 
ask Parliament for increased taxation. decisive debate, and .to trust more to the, 
They come to Parliament under the plea of division than to discussion, I liave no objec-
a necessity caused by their own neglect, tion to let them have their wish. First, if 
and ask for the imposition of a most in- the new taxation'>;is in lieu of rent from'\ 
iquitous description of taxation. It is a the pastoral lesse~s;"it.is not proportioned 
matter of opinion whether a property-tax to the respective deficiencies in the reri~§ of 
or a land-tax could not be levied with just the pastoral lessees, and it is not confuied · 
as little difficulty as the taxes now pro- to those lessees. Some run-holders pay 
posed, with.all the complicated machinery enough, I dare say-others pay'lamentably 
which will be necessary to prevent the too little; but there is no di1!cij~ination 
revenue from being defrauded. By these between those who pay too much and those 
three forms of taxation the Government who pay too little, but all have to pay in 
propose to interfere in a most vexatious proportion to the quantity of wool •t!f..~Y:. 
manner with the freedom of trade, con- send to market. The tax is not confined• 
trary to the teaching of Adam Smith, who to the pastoral lessees, but it will alsc>'frn~ 
was quoted by his great admirer in this on the pre-leaseholders, who are paying 
Chamber the other day. Then the Colo- .£2 a section-about three times as much 
nial Trea1mrer said that the tax would per acre as the pastoral lessees are· paying, 
not touch Queensland wool. ·That is a and it also falls upon freeholder'$. In the 
very small argument, because I hold that second place, if the tax is to be imposed 
whether Queensland wool, _on its way to because of the easy terms on which free­
London, comes to Sydney or not, that holds have been acquired in the colony-
is no reason to give to this Parliament no matter whether pastoral, agricultu-
for imposing taxation on the people of ral, or mineral land-I ask the Govern-
N ew South Vl ales. My opinion is that, ment how they could be so lost to a sense 
as a matter of fact, we sh(l.11 injure our of their duty to the country as during 

10 E 
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the present session to carry through Par­
liament a Land Bill which has made the 
terms, both under mineral conditional 
purchase and under free selection gene­
rally, easier than before, by reducing the 
value of improvements and extending the 
time within which the improvements shall 
be made~ They have condemned their 

•own argument by their legislative action. 
The Government say, "We have parted 
with our land on too easy terms, and 
therefore we will levy a tax on those who 
have freeholds"; yet, in the same session 
in which they put that forward as a reason 
for new taxation, they have actually made 
the terms of purchase easier. No other 
argument than the a,ction of· the Govern­
ment themselves is required in answer to 
that,.reason. Again, if this new taxation 
i5;' on acc_ount of cheap carriage, to make 
good to the revenue that it loses on the 
railways~;1nd, if you like, on roads and 
bridges, and postal and telegraph services­
it is not proportioned to the distance the 

. produ.ce is carried, but as much has to be 
- paid"""upon produce which is not canied on 

tho railways at all as on that which is car­
ried ·mor'e than ·sqo miles by rail; nor does 

·• it fall upon others who are benefited by 
cheap ... railway carriage equally as well as 

' those who send wool and meat to mar­
~·ket. That reaso~,,;t'p.erefore, falls to the 

ground, because it ~i.s _absolutely contrary 
to fact. • The railways f)~ist for the bene­
fit of the public; whStderives the most 
advantage, we cannot.;11ay-probably it is 

_.thpse who use the railways most. Again, if 
this new taxation is intended as an in­
direct property-tax-:--as I have heard it 
argued by an honorable gentleman who 
is not ·D,()_W~ in the Chamber-what right 
have you.to impose a tax upon a particular 
class of property and leave the rest un­
touched ~ That has been argued outside 
the House, if not in it, and it is said that 
when we have to impose particular taxes 
they mustfall upon some particular classes. 
I hold that the tax on wool and meat ex­
ported from the colony will fall, not ·on 
the foreign consumer, because the foreign 
market is too vast to be ruled by a tax 
like this in New South Wales, but upon 
the producers; and I contend that when 
capital invested in one particular indus­
try is called upon to pay a tax, capital 
invested in other industries ought to be 
.called upon to pay an equivalent tax. If 

[Mr. Greenwood. 

·you violate that condition you violate the 
first principle of taxation, namely, that it 
should be equal in its incidence in propor­
tion to the benefits received from the 
State ; and as we do not protect one kind 
of property more than another, a tax 
meant to fall on property should fall 
equally on every kind of property. This 
tax fails .in that respect, because it will 
fall upon a particular class I without any 
corresponding taxation upon other classes. 

Dr. RENWICK : What about the spirit 
duties~ 

Mr. GREENWOOD: I should have 
thought that an honorable gentleman who 
has studied political economy as well as 
medicine should know that, when we tax 
articles of general consumption, if that tax­
ation does not fall equitably ·upon the 
whole people it is not the fault of the Go­
vernment. People can, if they choose, 
abstain from everything that is so taxed. 

· The Government tax the articles because 
they enter into general consumption, and 
therefore the tax is likely to be distributed 
amongst the whole people in a fair propor­
tion to the benefits received in the form of 
protection, and we tax wines and spirits 
and other alcoholic liquors in accordance 
with a wise maxim, which says that we 
ought to tax stimulants mor~ than any­
thing else in order to discourage their con­
sumption. Th~ tax faffs fairly upon all 
classes, and not on a particular class. 
Those who use the article must pay the 
duty. The man who consumes spirits does 
so to please himself, and he can escape the 
tax by abstaining from them, but the man 
who grows wool or meat cannot help him­
self, but must pay the tax, though the man 
who produces something else than wool, 
meat, or coal, escapes taxation altogether. 
'That is the. difference between the tax on 
spirits -and the taxation the Government 
propose. Again, I have heard this taxa­
tion spoken of as a sort of indirect ab· 
sentee-tax, because it will fall upon people 
who live in London, and who shear their 
million of sheep here and pay nothing to 
the revenue. That it will reach some of 
'those people I have no doubt, and perhaps 
to a considerable extent, but that cannot 
be the reason for it, because it will reach 
everybody else who grows ·wool and meat, 
and it will reach residents in the colony in 
the gross-to a far greater extent than 
the absentees ; therefore, · it cannot be 
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an absentee-tax. Finally, if it is proposed 
as an emergency tax, the worst thing Par­
liament can do is to agree to such a tax, 
because ":e shall be teaching future Go­
vermnents that all they have to do is to 
consume the time of Parliament until they 
·get into a state of emergency, out of which 
t11ey must be helped on their own terms, 
because there is no time to do anything 
else. It is the duty of Parliament to 
reject it then for the security of its own 
independence. Never let us grant taxa­
tion which we believe to be fundamentally . 
unjust and fatal to the best interests of the 
country because the.Government by their 
own neglect have got themselves into an 
emergency. I do not think there is an 
argument u~ed in favour of this taxation 
which I have left unnoticed. If it be in 
lieu of adequate rent, it is not proportioned 
to the respective deficiencies.of the lessees, 
and it is not confined to lessees. If it be 
in lieu of the easy terms on · which free­
holds have been acquired, the Government 
have cut the ground from under that argu­
ment by making the terms easier still. If 
it is in lieu of cheap carriage, it is not in 
proportion to the distance the produce is 
carried, and it does not reach all who 
benefit hy cheap carriage. · If it is an in­
direct property-tax, it falls on one class 
only, without any corresponding taxation 
on other classes. If it is an absentee-tax, 
it falls still more heavily upon the residents 
within our territory. If it is an emergency 
tax, there is not a single reason advanced 
in its favour; but, on the merits of the 
case, there is ample reason why the House, 
which is the guardian of the public honor 
and public purse, should reject it with scorn 
and contempt. 

Mr. HOSKINS : I admit that I labour 
under a great disadvantage in following 
the honorable gentleman who has just sat 
down, because he had preparr:d· a written 
peroration to his speech. I am not in the 
habit of resorting to that practice, and I 
must endeavour to state as well as I 
can, without sucli preparation, the reasons 
for the cour~e adopted by the Government. 
I rise principally for the purpose.ef defend­
ing my honorable colleague, the Treasurer, 
from .the attack made upon him for not 
having adduced at greater length argu­
ments in· support of his proposals. Look­
ing at the long debates which took place 
upon the resolutions, I shou\d have 

imagined that the Treasurer deserved the 
thanks of the House for not taking up 
time in reiterating arguments which had 
been worn almost threadbare ; and I take 
the liberty of saying that the .arguments 
advanced this evening, with the exception 
of one or two put forward by the honer­
able member for East Sydney (Mr. Green­
wood), are not new. The leader of the 
Opposition made a short speech, and the 
Government appreciate the consideration 
he showed them, but the other speeches 
have been characterised by a stento­
rian repetition of former arguments, and 
by audacity of statement. It has been 
said that if the proposed tax on wool 
become law the receipts on our railways 
will be diminished. I should lili:e to know 
how that will be. I suppose that·-sh.eep 
will still be shorn and the wool sent 'to 
our ports for shipment whether·.the tax be 
imposed or not, and as it is i:.o.t' likely to 
be sent by bullock teams or horse teams 
it must be sent by rail, which is the only 
means of transit, except that of roads, for 
three-fourths of the wool producecl ill the '· 
colony. \Ve are told that a large quant~ty 
of the wool of the colony is pro'auced in 
the coast districts, and is not sent by rail ' 
to Sydney ; but we know as a matter of 
fact that sheep do not thrive' in the coast ' 
districts, and that consequently the land' 
is chiefly used for depasturing cattle. · No 
doubt wool from the Monaro district is 
sent to Sydney by sea as well as by rail, 
but by far the larger. portion of the wool 
produced in the colony is sent by rail. The. 
honorable member who used the argument 
might, if pushed into a corne:r:, say that 
the wool would go to Melbourne, .put even 
if the squatters found it more ,profitable 
to send their wool to Melbourne ·instead df 
to Sydney they would send it by our rail­
ways, and they would still have to pay the 
tax, because no one supposes that wool 
would be allowed to cross the border with­
out paying the tax. 

Mr. HEZLET : The buyer will have to 
pay the tax. 

Mr. HOSKINS: The producer must pay 
the tax, and it is only fair to admit that. 
The producers of wool in this country 
have received greater benefits from the 
State and made larger profits out of the 
Crown lands which they hold at a low 
rate than other persons who have invested 
tlieir capital in other pursuits in the 
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country, and they contribute le!!s to the 
revenue than any other class of colonists. 
The honorable member for Camden (Mr. 
Ga1Tett) says he has not heard an argu­
ment advanced in favour of the Govern­
ment proposals. It suited the honorable 
member to say so. Not only have argu­
ments been adduced, but no attempt has 

·been made to refute them. 
Mr. McCuLLocn : What are they 1 
Mr. HOSKINS : The honornble mem­

ber must have heard them ; and if he is so 
dull of comprehension as to be unable to 
understand them, the circumstance is much 
to be regretted. 
· Mr. McCULLOCH : I did not hear them. 

Mr. HOSKINS : There are none so 
deaf as those who will not hear. The 
honorable member for Yass Plains made a 
statement-based upon information which 
he says he has received outside-which, if 
it could be substantiated, would militate 
seriously against the Treasurer's proposals. 
The honorable member said, in the first 
place; wool sales were better in l\Ielbourne 

-~ than in Sydney: Now that is a mere 
statement. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK: Do you deny it 1 
:\Ir. HQSKINS : I do, most emphati­

cally; and I have taken the trouble to make 
inquiries into the subject. I am well aware 
that l\folbourne· -wool-brokers and news­
papers puff np the Melbourne wool-market, 
and endeavour to make people believe that 
it is the emporium of the Australian wool 
trade. But the prices obtained in Sydney 

. are equal to the prices realised for the same 
articles in Melbourne. I know of a great 
many squatters who have found to their 
cost that it is a great mistake to send wool 
to Melbourne. 

Mr. McCULLOCH : Hear, hear. 
Mr. HOSKINS: The Melbourne 

charges are in excess of th.e charges at 
Sydney. · 

Mr. FITZPATRICK : ·what charges 1 
Mr. HOSKINS: The brokers' charges­

the charges attaching to the sale of wool. 
I therefore deny the premise of my: honor­
able friend that Melbourne is the best 
wool-market. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK: That is what is called 
argument. 

Mr. HOSKINS : I will come to argu­
ment presently. The honorable member 
for Central Cumberland (Mr. McCulloch), 
who is a producer of wool, has tried both 

[..Mr. Hoskins. 

markets, and I am sure that he will not 
admit that Melbourne is the better of the 
two. 

Mr. McCULLOCH : I tl1ink Sydney is the 
better ; but the Government are going to 
make Melbourne the better. 

Mr. HOSKINS: Then the honorable 
member for Yass Plains says that buyers 
will not come to Sydney with the know­
ledge that they will have to pay the tax, 
and that they will also have to contend 
with difficulties in faking the wool out of 
bond. In the £rst place, the buyers will 
not pay the tax. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK : Who will pay it 1 
Mr. HOSKINS : It will be paid by the 

producer. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK : How so 1 
Mr. HOSKINS : I take it that wool of 

a given quality will realise the same price 
whether it be sold in Melbourne or in 
Sydney, because one market is as good as 
the other. Therefore the tax imposed in • 
Sydney will not increase the price in any 
way whatever, ::md consequently the buyer 
will not pay the tax. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK : The wool will not be 
taxed until it is cleared for export. 

Mr. HOSKINS : The honorable mem­
ber is evidently ign0rant of the practice of 
the port. Does he think that the Govern­
ment will tax the wool after it has been 
placed on board ship 1 _Does he suppose 
that the tax will be impose.cl twice 1 The 
buyer of course will give what the wool is 
worth irrespective of the tax. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK: The wool will be 
sold in open market before it is exported, 
and the purchaser will therefore ·pay the 
tax. 

Mr. HOSKINS : . .J\Iy honorable friend 
is quite "Tong. ·The purchaser will pay 
the value of the wool. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK : Will the grower con­
sign it after it has been sold 7 

Mr. HOSKINS : The wool will sell for 
what it is worth, irrespective of the tax. 
Now in what way will restrictions as to 
bonding prevent the export of wool from 
Sydney 1 The Treasurer, in moving the 
second reading of the Bill, told us that the 
wool need not, and, in mo~;t cases, would 
not, be taken into bond at all. The duty 
will be collected· upon the declared weight 
of the wool sent to the consignor, and cer­
tain penalties will be provided for false 
declarations. The honorable member for 
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Camden tells us that if we assent to this 
Bill we shall impair the public credit. 
How can we injure our credit by providing 
the Ways and Means wherewith to defray 
the expenses of Government and to pay 
the interest upon our public· debt 1 So far 
from injuring the.public credit by such a 
course, we are likely to improve it. I am 
sure the honorable member for East Syd- · 
ney (Mr. Greenwood) wilJ not indorse the 
statement that the public credit will be 
improved by a postponement of the evil 
day upon which additional Ways and 
Means will have to be provided. I think 
the Government are entitled to credit for 
proposing Ways and Means in the face of· 
~o much obloquy and opposition. 

Mr. GREENWOOD : Bad taxes always 
injure public credit. · 

Mr. HOSKINS: But I contend that 
these are not bad taxes. No one has yet 
proved to my satisfaction that they are; 
and in proposing them . the Government 
have shown, while doing no more than 
they ought to do, that they are not anxious 
to shirk the responsibilities devolving upon 
them. These taxes are imposed upon a 
class of persons outside the range of mu­
nicipal taxation ; and when the honorable 
member who last spoke said that no 
class of persons were taxed as heavily as 
-we propose to tax the holders and occu­
·piers of public lands, I think he made a 
statement which_.,reflection ca.nnot justify. 
Will the honorable member say, even if 
the taxes be agreed to, that residents in 
the country will be taxed to the same 
.extent as residents in municipalities 1 

Mr. GREENWOOD : The latter pay for 
services which the former 'do not receive. 

Mr. HOSKINS.:, .. Do not residents in 
the country use our ~roads, streets,_ and 
townships 1 Are not the interests of the 
country bound up with the interests of 
the towns 1 It is admitted that the rents 
paid by the squatters are wholly inade­
quate. They pay less than a third of a 
penny per acre for their runs ; and I ask 
whether there is any class in the com­
munity who, while receiving such large 
advantages, pay so small an amount of tax­
ation 1 

Mr. MELVILLE: The merchants. 
Mr. HOSKINS : The merchants pay a. 

great deal more. I was surprised to hear 
the honorable member for East Sydney 
.(Mr. Greenwood) indorsing one statement 
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in particular, of the honorable member 
for Camden (Mr. Garrett). I have fre­
quently listened to the honorable member 
for East Sydney with a. great deal of ad­
miration. 

Mr. COPELAND : Especially when he has 
been upon the same side as yourself. 

Mr. HOSKINS: I am of course always 
pleased to hear speeches when they are in 
accord with the views of the Government, 
but !,have listened with great pleasure to 
speeches of the honorable member for East 
Sydney, even when he has been opposed 
to the Government. As a rule the honor­
able member does not indulge in wild 
utterances, hut this evening he made a 
statement which astonished me. He said 
the Government had not tried other means 
of raising revenue equal to that which we 

. propose to raise under this Bill, and that 
they were not taking steps to raise suffi­
cient revenue un:der· the provisions of the 
land law passed this session. From wh6ru 
does the honorable member obtain his 
information 1 

Mr. GREENWOOD : From the Treasurer.• · 
Mr. HOSKINS : I cannot think it. , . 
Mr. GREENWOOD : I did, though. . 
Mr. HOSKINS : The land law passed 

this session provides _a different mode of • 
appraising runs. The Government ap-· 
point appraisers, and if they are dissatisfied 
with the amount of rent fixed by an 
appraiser they can, if they choose, have a 
second appraiser to assist at arriving at 
what they consider a fair rental. The 
Minister for Lands is not bound to accept 
the rent fixed by the appraiser if he 
thinks it inadequate. How, then,. can the 
honorable member say, w:~th .any degree 
of justice, that the Government ·are not 
endeavouring to obtain an adequate rent 
from the squatters under the Act of 18801 

Mr. B~RBOUR : 'I'he appraisers are all 
old squatters. 

Mr. HOSKINS : Would the honorable 
member have the Government select ap- · 
praisers from the fishmongers, bakers, and . 
butchers of Sydney 1 I can only say-and 
I assure the House that the statement is 
true-that the Government lnve taken 
great care to select for appraisers the best 
men they could find. They have endea­
voured to obtain men of undoubted cha­
racter who have experience in country 
pursuits. The number of runs coming 
in for appra.isement this year is 1, 600, a.nd 
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the total number is, I believe, 4,300. We 
have hitherto received, as rent for the 
total number, £180,000; the Treasurer 
requires £195,000; and can it be supposed, 
when the rent of the total number' of runs 
has hitherto been only £180,000, that the 
increased rental of 1,600 will amount to 
£195,0001 'Ne have taken every step 
which the law permits ; and I ·believe the 
instructions which have been given to the 
appraisers have been most carefully drawn. 
I am certain that if a largely increased 
re:p.t is not obtained from the appraise­
ment it will not be from the fault of the 
Government. But we require to raise 
additional revenue for the present year; 
and the increased rent which we are en­
titfed to expect from the n,ppraisement 
made this year will be reYenue for the 
year 1881. . 

'Mr. GREENWOOD : It will be paid before 
the 31st December of this year. 

Mr. HOSKINS : It will go to the 
credit of the revenue for 1881, n,nd we 
shall still have to t>qualise the revenue and 
expenditure of 1880. Of course if the 
Colonial Treasurer had cared to make 
things pleasant he might have concealed 
the deficiency in the background. 

Mr. GREENWOOD : He could not. 
Mr. HOSKINS : Perhaps he could not · 

have concealed it from such an Argus-eyed 
critic as my honorable friend 1 Bnt when 
the honorable member for months past 
has been harping upon the one string of 
increased Ways and Means, there is less 
justification for his blaming the Treasurer. 
I have heard another statement, which 
really canies its own refutation. The 
honorable member for Camden (Mr. Gar­
rett) says that under these proposals we 
shall tax the freeholders more heavily 
than the leaseholders, and in support of 
that assertion he states that there is as 
much stock depastured upon freehold as 
upo;:;. leasehold land. Now the quantity of 
land alienated conditionally and uncondi­
tionally is 29,000,000 acres, and the quan­
tity under pastoral, auction, and pre­
emptive lease is 144,000,000 acres. And 
will any one go so far as to assert thn,t 
there is as much stock upon freehold as 
upon leasehold land, when we consider 
that leasehold lands, beside being the 
larger area, comprise some of the best land 
obtainable for pastoral purposes 1 Of 
course it is an unpleasant thing for a 

[Mr. Hoskins. 

Government to ask Parliament to assent to 
new taxation, and if the honorable member 
for East Sydney (Mr. Greenwood) should one 
day assum_e Ministerial responsibilities­
and I hope he may-he will find that it is 
by no means so easy to bring forward 
financial proposals as to assail them. In 
financial debates a great deal of latitude is 
allowed, and wild statements are made 
which in some instances cannot be chal­
lenged. I have had many years experience 
in Parliament, and I have observed that 
taxing proposals are subjects which have 
occasioned the downfall of many Govern­
ments. This has arisen from n, variety of 
cn,uses. They afford opportunity for politi­
cal free-lances, gentlemen who were never 
in office, and who speak without the re­
sponsibility that attaches to such a posi­
tion, and t9 others who seek to dislodge 
the Government because something may 
turn up perhaps to their political advan­
tage. Then there are others opposed to 
any system of taxation by which their 
pockets or the pockets of their friends may 
be reached. Therefore, any Government 
submitting taxation proposals know that 
they have a di1;agreeable task to perform. 
Nevertheless, any Government would be un­
worthy of the confidei;ice of Parliament-­
and they· ought not to remain at the head 
of affairs or be entrusted with the responsi­
bilities of office if they shirked those respon­
sibilities-by declining to ask for additional 
taxation when it is needed to meet the 
requirements of the country. The Govern­
ment believe that in this Bill they have 
submitted proposals for increased taxation 
which will not bear harshly or oppres­
sively, or seriously injure the prospects of 
the persons intended to be taxed. They 
propose to tax persons who hitherto and 
up to the present have escaped from con­
tributing a fair quota of taxation to meet 
the costs of governing the country; be­
cause it must be understood that large 
squatters and landowners contribute no 
more to the general revenue of the country 
by the consumption of dutiable goods than 
do the poorest labourers. The owners of 
freeholds having been exempted from taxes 
which bear so onerously on residents in 
towns, ought to be called on to bear a fair 
share Qf the general burden with the 
highly taxed residents in municipalities. 
These proposals would hot exact from them 
more than a fair proportion of the taxation 
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in comparison w!th that paid in toY.;ns 
which are incorporated as municipalities. 
The Government, however, feel it to be 
their duty to press these proposals, because 
it is incumbent on them to obtain sufficient 
means to meet the necessary expenditure:· 
of the country and to maintain its credit. 
As these proposals have been• discussed 
during the last two or three weeks, the 
Treasurer was justified in believing that the 
debate would not now extend to any great 
length. I have ·thought it necessary to 
answer some arguments reiterated against 
the Bill, and I hope honorable members will 
consider that, as a member of the Govern­
ment, in doing so I have not taken more time 
than one in my position would be expected 
to occupy in defending their policy. 

Mr. BARBOUR: I have very little 
wish to prolong the discussion, so that any­
thing I have to say will be stated with 
brevity. But I cannot allow some of the 
remarks just made by the Minister for 
Lands to pass without an answer, because 
I believe that he is so woefully wrong in 
his facts as to render them useless ·as 
~he basis of argument. In the first place, 
he makes the assertion, and therefrom 
draws an inference, thitt because there are 
150,000,000 acres of Crown lands under 
lease, and some 30,000;000 under freehold, 
there cam1ot possibly be so many cattle 
and sheep on the freehold as upon the 
leasehold land. A moment's reflection 
would have shown him how unwarranted 
is that inference. We ku°'y the argument 
with reference to the pastoral lessee is that 
he cannot afford to pay more than he does 
as rent, because· his land will not carry 
much stock, being unfenced and unim: 
proved. We have to consider that the 
pastoral lessee .pays only one-third of a 
penny per" acre, and that the freeholder 
who bo'rrows at 7 per cent. has to pay 
ls. 6d. per acre for the land; and surely 
the man who buys the land and pays ls. 
6d. per acre must make it carry a propor­
tionate amount of stock if he means to 
make the undertaking remunerative. We 
know that many runs in the country are 
not stocked at all, but the honorable, mem­
ber forgets that this is an argument against 
the present taxation proposals. The pro­
posals, if agreed to, would impose a tax on 
those who occupy, stock, arid improve the 
land ; they would thus put a tax on indus­
try, and are therefore objectionable. There 

is, on the face of the argument used by 
the honorable member, a condemnation of 
the tax he endeavours to support. He uses 
another fallacious argument, or perhaps it 
would be more correctly called an asser­
tion, when he says that the Pl!storal 
lessees and also freeholders do not pay any 
municipal rates. Here again his argu­
ment is against himself.. "Why is it that 
the land occupied by a shop in George­
street is worth so much as-compared with 
the land occupied by a shop in Goulburn, 
Y ass, or Deniliquin 1 -,It is because there 
are certain advantages' connected with it 
owing to the improvements made around 
it, and municipal taxes are paid in propor­
tion. To make the honorable member's 
conclusion consistent,.he should say that 
because shops in Goulburn do not pay the 
same rent and taxes as those paid for shops 
in Sydney they should be taxed by the 
Government. Municipal rates are paid 
for special privileges enjoyed, for the city 
life, the transaction of extensive business, 

· and the greater opportunities for making 
money in it owing to the large popula­
j.ion. Municipal taxation, being imposecl 
with a view to special benefits to property, 
has no pearing on the question of taxation 
on the general body of the people to de­
fray the expenses of Government. I was 
astonished to hear the Minister for Lands 
refer to the arguments of a previous 
speaker as merely loud declamation ; for it 
must be admitted that the arguments of 
the first speaker, although so many times 
reite-rated, have never been answered. No 
arguments at all have been brought forward 
to establish the position that this is a fair 
or good tax, as the Minister for Lands 
maintains it would be. · The tax, in my 
opinion, is quite the opposite of a good 
tax. It is a bad tax, because , it taxes 
people who should not be taxed. The 
Minister for Lands made another asser­
tion devoid of any truth to support it 
when he said that all the wool must come 
to Sydney by the railway. How can ·it 
come to Sydney 1 Why have we made the 
railway ratf's for wool so low for the long 
distances between . Sydney and '\Vagga 
W agga and Albury 1 It ·is to induce the 
wool-growers_ to send their wool to Sydney: 
If they were bound . to send it here undel' 
other circumstances, why should the rates 
be so low~ They are so,.reduced in order 
to prevent anything like _obstruction to the 
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transmission of the wool in this direction. 
This tax would be an obstruction to that 
trade, and that is one of the greatest 
objections to it. It would be a great 
obstruction to trade, and is it to be imposed 
by a free trade colony~ Our boast has 
been that we have made Sydney a free 
port., and it is now proposed to make it 
the opposite. The pride we have cherished 
in reference to the inducements offered by 
our port for people to bring trade is 

·no loilger to be indulged in. We im­
. pose a stamp duty, export duty, and 
other charges; and instead of inducing 
buyers to come here we drive them away. 
The Minister fot· Lands states that we 
constructed the railway to Wagga Wagga 
and Albury in order to bring down the 
squatters' wool, and that they are bound to 
send it to Sydney. If the honorable mem­
lJer only knew the districts and the geo-

. graphical position of Riverina he must 
perceive that our Southern Railway is only 
skirting Riverina, passing on the outside, 
and that if we are to get the grea~ bulk of 
the wool grown in that district the railway 
must be carried from 100 to 300 miles 
into the country stretching westward from 
Albm:y. The centre of the district is about 
Deniliquin and Hay, and the southern rail­
way is 300 miles eastward ·9f that district. 

·To.get the wool to our line dray carriage 
would have to be paid, and that would be 
an obstruction. Therefore we should ·seek 
to remove difficulties rather than to im­
pose restrictions, so as to give inducements 
to the wool-growers to accept the accom­
modation of our railway lines when they 
are brought near enough to be of ·use. 
The great bulk of the wool grown in New 
South Wales-about one-third of the total 

+ quantity-is produced in Riverina, and it 
is of a finer quality than that of the other 
two ku;ds. This fine quality is the attrac­
tion to buyers, the best quality of goods 
being always sought after; and if that 
one-third goes to Melbourne that city inust 
afford the best market. So if it were 
drawn to Sydney and mixed with our in 
ferior wools, buyers would be drawn here. 
Melbourne is, and has been, the better 
market, for the reason that it draws the 
fine wool from Riverina. Last season as 
many as 100,000 bales of wool passed 
through Echuca alone on its way to Mel­
bourne. For New South Wales to put an 
export duty on wool would be to drive the 

[Mr. Barbo16r . .. 

trade from Sydney; and the objection is 
not so much in the amount as in the 
obstruction. One of the best arguments 
a freetrader can advance is that a fre·e 
port is a great inducement to trade to it, 
and it will far more than compensate to 
forego the imposition of taxes, which en­
tail a number of small incumbrances. The 
freer our port is the greater will be 
its attraction of commerce. I question 
whether the one-third of our total wool 
produce grown in Riverina is not equal in 
value to the remaining two-thirds; a!ld if 
there are no inducements to send it to 
Sydney it must go to Melbourne. It is like 
the source of a river-a straw will almost 
divert the run of the water from one side to 
the other; so the smallest obstruction will 
drive our southern grown wool to Mel­
bourne instead of Sydney. There is no 
strength in the argument that our railways 
are to benefit the producers of wool, and 
that they ought to pay for them, espe­
cially as regards Riverina; because the 
Southern line will benefit them but little 
until the branch is extended to Hay, 
which cannot be done in less than three 
years, and then, we are told, the tax will 
not be required. The wool will still go to 
Melbourne if ·we do not use some means 
to attract it to this market. It cannot be 
said to be fair to Riverina producers fo 
tax their wool nmv, on this. ground, be­
cause they derive no benefit from our rail­
ways, or because they will not use them; 
and the argument that they get cheap 
freight on the railways does not apply to 
them at all. The Minister for Lands laid 
stress on the assert.ion that the producers 
would not pay the tax, and blames honor­
able members for be4tg ignorant_of the 
fact, saying someth"ing about certificates, 
weights of wool, and so forth. The facts 
are these: I am a wool-producer, and want. 
to sell 100 or 2,000 bales in the colony. I 
can send it to Messrs. Mort and Company 
or other wool salesmen in Sydney. I give 
instructions that they are to sell my wool 
here. It comes down by railway and gets 
into their stores, a sample bale is opened, 
and the wool goes for sale. It may not .. 
be sold for a week or a fort.night ; and no 
tax is then paid. But a month afterwards 
it is sold and shipped, and the entries are 
made at the Custom House ; the duty is 
then paid by the shipper. It is true that 

. ·the duty is not paid by the seller ; bu,t it 
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is deducted from the price, which is so 
much less in the market. The producer 
will thus not only pay the amount of the 
duty, but also the cost of the trouble and 
the expense of passing entries. The result 
will be that the wool, instead of bringing 
!d. less for scoured, will bring id. or ld. 
less than if there were no duty. No doubt 
this impost will injure the public Cr!ldit-

- bad duties will always have that effect,­
a.nd taxes which obstruct trade cannot be 
otherwise than prejudicial to the interests · 
of any country. The merchants of England 
have at present a free port here, and they 
readily send their merchandise; that is 
one of the advantages we have over Vic­
toria.. If there are duties t.o pay in and 
out, the system must tend to restrict com­
merce. I would like to see our port per­
fectly free. ·Excise duties, taxes on 
luxuries, and a fair rental for the public 
lands would free us from duties pre­
judical to commerce, and leave our port 
the most attractive in the Southern hemis­
phere. I must say, with previous speakers 
in op position to these taxation proposals, that 
I have heard no substantial arguments in 
their favour. All the arguments have 
been against the taxes, and in proof of the 
assertion that there is no necessity for 
them. I think it is our duty to reject 
the proposals, and I shall therefore vote 
against them. 

Question-That the Bill be now read 
the second time-put, whereupon a divi­
sion was called for with the following 
result:-

.Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Sir Henry Parkes, 
Mr. Hoskins; 
Mr. Watson, 
Mr. Lackey, 
Mr. Suttor, 
Mr. H. H. "Brown, 
Mr. Jacob, 
Mr .. Roseby, 
Mr. Harris, 
Mr. McElhone, 
Mr. T. R. Smith, 
Mr. Kerr, 

Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. Burns, 
Mr. Farnell, 
Mr. Copeland, 

AYES. 

Mr. J. Davies, 
Mr. Teece, 
Mr. Thompson, 
Mr. Fawcett, 
Dr. Renwick, 
Mr. Hezlet, 
Mr. Cameron, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Eckford. 

'l'ellera, 
Mr. Day, 
Mr. Macintosh. 

NoES. 
Mr. Terry, 
Mr. Beyers, 

• Mr. T!lrrant, 
'Mr. O'Connor, 

23 
21 

2 

Mr. W. C. Browne, Mr. Barton, 
Mr. McCulloch, Mr. R. B. Smith, 
Mr. Greenwood, Mr. Melville, 
Mr. Barbour, Mr. Bennett. 
Mr. Bowman, 'l.'ellers, 
Mr. S. C. Brown, Mr. Simson, 
Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Greville. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read the second time. 
In Committee,-
Pream ble postponed ; progress reported. 

MUNICIPALITIES SPECIAL 
ENDOWMENT BILL. 

Bill read the second time (on motion by 
Sir HENRY PARKES). 

In Committee,-
Clause 1 (Special endowment to be 

granted). 
Sir HENRY_ PARKES moved,­
That the clause be amended by the substitu­

tion of the words " third day of February" 
for the "thirty-first day of December." 

Mr. S. C. BROWN would take this 
opportunity to ask the Colonial Secretary 
whether anything had bPen done by the 
Government with regard to the munici- ' 
pality of Camperdown, whi~h, by the ac­
tion of the House, had lost a large amount 
of revenue. Then there was the munici­
pality of Hunter's Hill, in which there 
was a large amount of Government pro­
perty which was not taxed. He should 
like to know whether any steps had been 
taken to afford relief to these munici­
palities. 

Sir HENRY PARKES : It must be 
obvious to the honorable member that the 
cases whirh he has mentioned cannot be 
dealt with under this Bill. It appears to 
me that the only course which could be 
taken in reference to those cases would- be -
to ask Parliament to consider them as 
exceptional ones, and deal 'vith them by 
special enactment. The consideration 
which I have been able to give to the 
cases has led me to the conclusion that the 
cases could hardly be provided for in a 
new Bill to deal with municipal govern­
ment, because such a measure ought to be 
based on certain principles to be generally 
applied. Under the Municipalities Act 
the University and the Affiliated Colleges 
are exempted from taxation. The pro­
perties of the institutions occupy a large 
portion of the municipality of Camper­
down, and the municipality receive no 
return for the large outlay which is im­
posed on them in keeping in repair the 



'. 
I
r-

!··-. 

· .. , ,.,_. .. -
~-~. _:~~' ~i- .­,. 

3222 Lands for Public PU'rposes. [ ASSE~BLY.] Pastwres~and Stock Protection.Bill. 
"; 

roads surrounding the institutions. At , The object of this amendment was to 
Hunter's Hill a quantity of ground is ·meet the views of the Council. The Go­
included on the Lunatic Asylum reserve vernment thought the Council would be 
for which the municipality receive no exercising a power which ought not to be 
taxes. I admit that both are hard cases, allo""ed if they made the amendment, and 
but I dare say other cases equally hard the Council agreed to omit the clause so 
are to be found. In any new Bill it will ·lhat it might be amended by the Assembly. 
have to be provided that public property ,,... Amendment disagreed with; words 
shall be liable to taxation or some special added. 
provision must be made to meet such cases New clause 16 (\Vhere claim may be 
as have been mentioned. _prosecuted in a District Court), and amend-

Mr. S. C. BROWN asked whether, men ts in first part of clause 17, agreed 
during the recess, the Colonial Secretary with. 
would consider the two cases which he Motion (by Sir HENRY PARKES) made, 
had brought under his notice 1 and agreed to,-

Sir HENRY PARKES: As I have That the Assembly disagree with the Coun-
already intimated, the whole subject of , cil's amendment omitting proviso to clause 17 
municipal government must come under to the effect that the Government may reclaim 
the notice of the Government almost land under the surface for public works, pro­
immediately, and of course in considering vided they do not disturb the surface, without 

the payment of compensation: 
the general subject I shall not lose sight 
of 'the cases named or any others which Remainder of Council's· amendments 
may be brought under my notice. agreed wi:th. 

Amendment ageed to ; words· sub- Bill reported ; report adopted. 
stituted .. 

Clause further amended (on motion of PASTURES AND STOCK PROTEO-
Sir HENRY PARKES) by the addition thereto TION BILL. 
of the words "and every such payment Motion (by Sir HENRY PARKES) pro-
shall be mad_e on ~he foot~ng_ of .t~er posed,.:.... 
accounts and m accoraance 'nth the pro-:it That the House resolve itself into Committee 
visions prescribed by the 189th section of • of the whole to consider.\he-Legislative Coun-
the first recited Act." :• cil's amendments in this Bill!-'·~ 

Bill reported with amendments ; .report M:r. JACOB wished t~-· take the ri'iling 
adopted. of Mr. Speaker '\Vith regard to an amend­

LAND FOR PUBLIC PURP0SESi .. 
ACQUISITION BIDL':."i . '·~ . 

In Committee; consideration ~f1Co~il!f 
amendments. ij_~ •:C ' 

Motion (by Sir HENRY PARKES) made, 
and· agreed to,-

That the Assembly agree with the Council's 
amendment substituting a new clause for clause 
7 with an amendment to add to subsection 9-
" Public parks or grounds for public recreation 
or places for bathing"-the following words :­
"and for the reclamation of land for or in con­
nection therewith." 

Amendments in clauses 12 and 14 agreed 
with. 

Sir HENRY PARKES moved,-
That the Assembly disagree with the Coun­

cil's amendment omitting clause 16 (as to pay­
ment of compensation), and that the clause be 
retained with the addition hereto of words to 
provide that interest at the rate of 6 per cent. 
per annum shall be paid from the time of pub­
lication of notification of reclamation in the 
Gazette until the compensation money shall have 
been paid. 

[Sir Henry Parkes. 

ment made by the- 9_ouncil. He did so 
from a sense of duty, and with a view to 
make our proceedings strictly in accor­
dance with rules and practice. It would. 
be remembered that during last session he 
introduced a B!J.l to'amend the Impound­
ing Act, and when that Bill was returned 
from the Council' it contained- an amend­
ment which tlie Speaker drew attention 
to. In " Votes and Proceedings" it was 
recorded that--

Mr. Speaker directed the attention of the 
House to the nature of the amendment made by 
the Legislative Council in this Bill by the inser­
tion of the new clause ll, which involved a. 
charge upon~he public ;revenue, and said that 
such a clauseTcould not have been initiated in 
this- House~ept in a Committee of the Whole 
and accompanied by the recommendation of the 
Crown. · 

Whereupon Sir Henry Parkes moved,-That 
the Bill be laid aside, 'in consequence of the 
nature of the 1new clause ll inserted by the 
Legislative Coi.incil. 

Debate ensued: . 
Question put, and passed .• 
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Pastures and Stock · [6 JULY.] Protection Bill. 3223 

The clause to which allusion was made 
was as follows :-

. The Governor may appoint inspectors of 
ppunds who shall subject to the provisions of 
this and the principal Act and under the instruc­
tions of the Minister have control over such 
pounds &c. 

The clause which had been inserted by 
the Uouncil in the Bill under considera­
tion, to which he wished to direct atten­
tion, was as follows :-

·with the view to the effectual enforcement 
of this Act the inspectors of sheep shall in their 
respective districts be inspectors hereunder and 
shall as such under the direction of the Minister 
aforesaid possess and exercise (so far as the same 
are applicable) all the powers possessed by them 
as inspectors under the Diseases in Sheep Acts 
in force for the time being. 
He maintained that the principle of this 
new clause was precisely similar to that 
introduced in the Impounding Bill. 

Sir HENRY PARKES said it ap­
peared to him that the case to which the 
honorable member referred was essentially 
different from the present one. In this 
case the Legislative Council had only 
thrown additional duties upon an officer 
already appointed, and there was no reason 
to infer that that would involve additional 
payment. In the case which the honorable 
member had quoted, the Council had ac­
tually created a new office. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK was in the painful 
position of always having diffared from the 
ruling given by Mr. Speaker in the case 
refen·ed to by the honorable member for 
The Lower Hunter, as it appeared to 
circumscribe very greatly the functions 
of the Upper Chamber. If it was in­
sisted upon it would render it almost 
impossible for the •Legislative Council 
to discharge their legislative duties at all; 
and he could not see that there was -
any difference whateyer between the two 
cases. The objection to the action of the 
Council in reference to the Impounding 
Bill was that it involved the expenditure 
of the money although it did not appro­
priate money. In the present case extra 
duties were to be thrown. upon an officer 
for which extra remum:ration'would have 
to be paid. ~. 

J\fr. SPEAKER : The two cases are not in 
my opinion analogous. The ground upon 
which I pointed out that the Legislative 
Council had interfered with the privileges 
of the Assembly on the occasion referred 
to by the honorable member for The 

Lower Hunter was that they had created 
a new office which would involve the ex­
penditure of public money. The Council 
in the present instance have not created a 
new office. They have imposed duties upon 
ari officer already appointed, and no in­
creased expenditure is thereby created or 
involved. In the case of the Electoral Bill 
certain duties were thrown upon Clerks.of 
Petty Sessions for which a fee was to be 
paid out of moneys to be voted thereafter by 
Parliament, and it was upon that ground 
that the clause insertecl by the Council was 
held to be inadmissible. I do not think 
that the Colonial Secretary can have been 
properly reported in the Herald on that 
occasion, or if he were he omitted to ex­
plain fully the ground of object.ion. The 
ground on which the Speaker said the 
clause was inadmissible was that it ren­
dered necessary the payment of fees which. 
would have to be voted by Parliament, 
and he read a clause from "May,'' which 
I have frequently read to this House, 
which states that a provision involving the 
expenditure of money to be voted hereafter 
by Parliament can be passed only on the 
recommendation of the Crown, and must 
be .introduced in the Assembly in Com­
mittee. The amendment in the Bill now 
before the House does not involve any such 
expenditure, and I cannot therefore see 
any objection to it. 

Motion agreed to. 
,Agreement with Council's amendments 

}'eported :from Committee of the Whole; 
report· adopted. 

House' adjourned at 12 minutes before 
1 r o'clock p.m. 

3Legizlattbe QI:oundI. 
Wednesday, 7 July, 1880. 

Bills Assented to (Appropriation Bill-Town Hall Mnnici­
pal Loan Bill-Executive Councillors' (Functions 
Substitution) Bill-Volunteer Land Orders Bill}­
Pnbiic Works Loan Bill-Liquor Licenses Suspensory 
Bill-Special Adjournment (Death of Mr. Russell). 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at halt­
past 4 o'clock p.m. 




